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REPORTS    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON, 


FOE    THE    MUNICIPAL    YEAR 


Commencing   Monday,    January   5th,    1874,    and   ending   Monday, 
January    4th,    1875. 


BEING    REPRINTS    OE    REPORTS    AS    PUBLISHED    BY    CONTRACT    IN    THE 
"BOSTON    EVENING    TRANSCRIPT." 


A  CLASSIFIED  INDEX  AND  INTKODUCTOKY  NOTES, 

(Prepared  under  Supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing.) 


[Sixth       Annual       Volume.] 


BOSTON: 

PRESS    OF    ROCKWELL    &    CHURCHILL,   CITY    PRINTERS. 

(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS   FROM   THE  TRANSCRIPT   PRESS.) 


NTRODUCTORY     NOTE 


Tho  following  Index  1ms  boon  prepared  in  accordance  with 
a  vote  of  tho  Committeo  on  Printing.  In  its  compilation, 
tho  following  topics  arc  omitted,  cithor  as  not  boing  ossen- 
tial,  or  as  being  better  classified  for  reference  in  Depart- 
ment offices: — 


Standing   Committees.        See   Pamphlet    "  Organization    of 

City  Government,  1874." 
City  Officers.     See  Municipal  Register,  1874. 
Police  Officers   and  Special  Police.     See  Police  Department 

Records. 
Truant  Officers.     See  School  Department. 
Fire  Departmont  Officers  and  Members.      See  Department 

Report  and  Records. 
Jurors,  list  of,  and  jurors  drawn.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Constables  and  Constables'  Bonds.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Streets,  bettermonts   assessed   and  abated.     See  Records  of 

Street  Commissioners. 


Streets,  tomporary  closing,  and  removal  of  obstructions.  See 
Sup't  Stroets. 

Sowers,  assessments  made,  abated,  and  postponed.  See 
Records  of  Sewer  Department. 

Buildings,  permits  authorized.  See  Records  of  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

Public  Buildings,  use  of  granted.  See  Sup't  Public  Build- 
Taxes,  assessed  and  abated.     See  Assessors. 

Claims,  allowed,  and  leave  to  withdraw,  unless  subjects  of 
discussion.     See  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibits.     See  City  Documents. 

Leases.     See  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Licenses  to  Auctioneers,  Undertakers,  Victuallers,  Pawnbrok- 
ers, Newsboys,  Bootblacks,  and  for  Steam  Engines  and 
Boilers,  Hoisting  Beams,  Storage  of  Petroleum,  Stables, 
Carriages,  Wagons,  Intelligence  Offices,  sale  of  Second- 
hand Articles,  Billiard  Halls,  Exhibitions,  etc.  See 
Lists  and  Records  of  City  Clerk. 


Note  relating  to  the  City  Publications, 


The  Third  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  (City 
Document  114,  1873)  contains  a  full  explanatory  list  of  the 
City  Publications.  The  report  is  out  of  print  in  pamphlet 
form,  but  may  be  found  in  the  bound  volumes  of  1873,  vol.  4. 

Subsequent  modifications  of  the  above-mentioned  list  have 

occurred  as  follows:  — 

A  revised  "Index  to  the  City  Documents,  1834  to  1874,"  com- 
piled by  James  M.  Bugbee,  has  been  printed  in  pamph- 
let form,  and  will  be  placed  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
bound  set  of  Documents  of  1874. 

Laws  and  Ordinances.  —  A  volume  has  been  issued,  "com- 
prising all  the  Ordinances  and  parts  of  Ordinances  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  from  the  date  of  the 
previous  revision  (Jan.  1st,  1870,)  to  August  1st,  1874. 

Drake's  History  of  Boston. — A  communication  from  Mr. 
Drake,  stating  his  inability  to  proceed  with  this  work, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  is  now  under 
advisement  by  the  Committee. 

A  Memorial  of  Charles  Sumner  from  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  issued,  comprising  the  Action  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Funeral 
Services,  the  Memorial  Services,  and  the  Eulogy  by 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz. 

An  Ordinance  passed  Sept.  29,  1874,  requires  the  Printing 
Committee  "  to  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 


ments, books  or  pamphlets"  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  and  gives  the  City  Messenger  the  "care,  cus- 
tody and  distribution  of  said  documents,  books  and 
pamphlets,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
said  Committee  may  adopt." 

An  Ordinance  passed  Dec.  8,  1874,  empowers  the  Printing 
Committee  to  "  authorize  the  sale  at  an  approximate  cost 
price  of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets." 

The  Printing  Committee  have  passed  the  following  order: 
"  Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to 
sell  to  parties  applying  therefor  any  surplus  bound 
copies  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1869,  and  of  the 
Supplement  thereto,  at  the  following  prices:  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1869,  S4.00  per  copy;  Supplement,  1870 
to  1874,  in  cloth,  $1.00,  in  calf,  SI. 50."  The  Committee 
have  also  directed  that  the  City  Messenger  continue  to 
supply  the  Ordinances  to  members  elect  of  the  City 
Government,  and  the  city  publications  to  applicants  in 
certain  cases;  and  discontinue  supplying  the  City  Coun- 
cil Reports  of  Proceedings  to  persons  not  connected  with 
the  City  Government,  the  Press  excepted.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  city  publications  is  discretionary  with  the 
City  Messenger,  when  directions  from  tho  Committee 
are  inapplicable. 
January  1,  1875. 


The  first  29  line 
umn  on  page  243. 


ERRATA. 

on  page  244  should  follow  the  first  col-     I     Page  510  is  erroneously  paged. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONVENTION. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CITY  GOVERNMENT. 
January  5th,  1874. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  1 

Oaths  of  office  administered  to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor- 
elect,  by  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  I 

Oaths  of  office  administered  by  Mayor  to  members-elect  of  each 
branch  of  City  Council,  1 

Delivery  of  Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  1 


Election  and  Qualification  or  City  Clerk. 


Samuel  F.  McCleary  elected.  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  by  Mayor,  2 


Election  of  Treasurer. 
Frederic  U.  Tracy  elected,  306 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


ORGANIZATION  AND   REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Board  called  to  order  by  City  Clerk,  1 

Convention  for  qualification  of  members  of  City  Government,  1 
John  T.  Clark  elected  chairman,  1 
Address  of  chairman,  1 

Notice  to  Common  Council  of  organization  of  Board  of  Alder- 
Notice  from  Common  Council  of  its  organization,  1 
Convention  for  election  of  City  Clerk,  2 
Mondays,  4  P.  M.,  assigned  for  regular  weekly  meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 
Annexation  — 

Subordinate  employes  retained,  2 

Boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline.  179 

Notice  of  petition  relating  to  annexation  of  Winthrop,  641 
Appropriations  — 

Balances  from  Brighton,  Charlestown,  and  West  Roxbury 
added  to  corresponding  appropriations,  17 

Order  passed  to  pay  W.  Koxbury  Free  Library  one-half  the 
fees  tor  dog  licenses,  66 

Discussion  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  and  orders  passed,  166 

Discussion  and  concurrence  in  amendment  to  the  Appropri- 
ation Bill,  179 

Communication  from  Auditor  relating  to  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  and  the  lull  amended  by  omission  of  State  Tax,  189 

$150  per  year  for  ringing  Brighton  bells,  300 

§344.35  for  expenses  incurred  for  delegation  from  select  and 
Common  Council,  Philadelphia.  359 

$400  rent  per  annum  for  Second  Assistant  District  Attor- 
ney, 379 

$150  to  pay  funeral  expenses  of  Mark  W.  Hayes,  553 

Order  passed  to  pay  bills  for  extra  services  of  sundry  city 
officers,  748 
Appropriations  —  additional 

$3,300  for  survey  and  inspection  of  buildings,  41,  47 

$10,000  for  House  of  Correction,  41,47 

$5,000  for  Bridges,  53,  64 

$8,uo0  for  Ferries,  115,  151 

$10,000  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  115,  150,  151 

$30,000  for  FircDcpt.,  117,  150,  151 

$10,000  for  House  of  industry.  140,  151 

$5,200  for  new  Primary  School-house,  E.  B.,  376,  408 

$250  for  Police  Stations,  461 

$27,000  for  Bennett  Grammar  School,  Brighton,  499,  513 

$4,400  for  Grammar  School,  Ward  15,  510,  514 

$2,0(10  for  land  corner  of  Koxbury  and  King  Sts.,  516 

$70u  for  lamp  repair  shop,  540 

Request  for  850, mm  by  Onchituate  Water  Board,  540 

Request  for  $5,ono  for  Armories,  583 

$500  for  Koxbury  and  King  St.  School-house  site,  585 

Request  for  $27,000  additional  for  Public  Buildings,  682 


Appropriations  —  transfers  authorized  — 

$760  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  47 

$1,730.39  from  Pauper  Expenses  to  II. .use  of  Industry,  151 

§16,376.42  from  widening  Hanover  St.,  No.  2,  to  widening 
Hanover  St.,  151 

$6,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Mt.  Hop,.  Cemetery  receiv- 
ing tomb,  449 

$2,500  from  Reserved  Fund  for  standpipe  connection,  Public 
Library,  596 

$5,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Armories,  597 

$1,200  from  Quarantine  for  repairs  on  steamer  Samuel  Lit- 
tle, 627 

$30,000  from  Water  Works,  to  water  works  in  Wards  13, 
14,  15,  and  16.  556 

$20,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  water  works  in  Wards  13, 
14,  15,  and  16,  556 

$1,500  from  Incidental  Expenses  to  Contingent  Fund  for 
Board  of  Aldermen,  556 

$27,700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Bennett  Grammar  School, 
Brighton,  513 

$4,400  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Grammar  School,  Ward  15. 


513 

$2,inii)  from  Reserved  Fund 

site,  513 
$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common  and  Publ 


$7T.onn  f,-, 


Cottage  Place  School-house 
unds, 
Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Shawmut  Avenue, 


$73,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Commerce  St.,  707 

$42,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Leverett  St.,  708 

$2,900  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Churcti  St.  Dist.,  708 

$27,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Public  Buildings,  70S 

$48.36  to  Grammar  School  site,  Ward  15.  708 

$2,000  from  Quarantine  to  steamer  Samuel  Little,  767 
Appleton  Temporary  Home  — 

Com.  from  Supt.  referred,  682 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  716 
Armories  — sec  Militia. 
Assessors'  Dept.  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  $2,500  for  extra  <       " 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  sale  of  o'd  re 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1S74-5  referred,  115 

Authorized  to  transfer  funds,  151 

Statement  to  Board  of  Aldermen  relating  to  $2an,o0o  for  ad- 
ditional State  tax,  181 

Order  relating  to  annual  report,  256,  262 

Annual  report  of  Leases,  266 

Annual  report,  410 

Com.  relating  to  executiot 


232 


lages  in  Church  St.  Dist., 


ing  cost  to  Charlestown  Police,  39,  47, '< 


ixmcx  to   ri:oci:i;i>iN(;s  of  hoard  of  aldermen. 


Ballast  T.iKliters  — 

Resignation  of  Abijah  It.  Towksbury,  042 

Qunitorly  Reports  of  Weighers  and  Inspectors,  8,  102,410, 

482,  653 
Report  accepted,  ami  Weighers  and  Inspectors  elected  to  fill 
vacancies,  742 
Baths  — see  Public  Baths. 
Bigolow  (Alderman)  — remarks:  on 
Removal  of  Paddock  Kims.  70 


Rum 
■lour 
Betti 


isoum  of  Anatomy,  121 

-sensed  on  Parker-Memorial  Meeting Ilouse,  204 

Expenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  220,410 

Bird  houses,  303 

Sale  of  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  300 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Curostt forTre i  Streel  Mall,  462 

Licensing  Wulcotfs  Hotel.  .',4:',.  5i'2.  5S2 

Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

The  i.aw  Department,  736.  748 

East  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  748 
Birds  - 

William  R.  Falls, —  authorized,  to  take,  etc.,  48 
Board  of  Health  -  see  Health,  Board  of. 
Bonds  —  (see  also  Loans) 

Order    passed    to    consider    expediency    of   conversion    of 
Charlestown  Bonds.  435 

Duplicate  to  Mary  C.  G Milieus  authorized,  666 
Bonds  of  City  Officers  — 

Committee  for  annual  examination,  3<>1 

Examination  reported  and  accepted,  562 


;.\tcs  at  crossings  on  Marginal 


istle 


204 


Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  Co. 
Revised  order  of  notice  issued,  165 
Hearing  on  locution.  220 
Order  passed  fixing  location,  269 

Bridges  — 

Federal  Street,  annual  report  of  Superintendent,  8 
Dover  Street,  •'  "  8 

Broadway,  "  "  8 

Meridian  Street,  "  "  8 

Mt.  Washington  Av.,  "  "  8 

Chelsea  Street,  "  "  8 

<  irder  passed  for  repairs,  499 

Order  passed   to  provide   for  elections  of  certain   Supe 

tendonts.  8 
Charles  River  and  Warren,  report  of  commissioner,  29 
Maiden,  Charlestown,  payment  of  expenses,  39 
Charlestown  and  Brighton,  order  passed  allowing  supe 

tendents  sam m] sation.  60 

Longwood  Avenue.  8750  for  repairs.  92 
Dartmouth  Street.  $292  is  for  repairs,  92 
Meridian  Street,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  121 

North  Harvard  Street,  order  passed  for  repairs,  170 


Chelsea  Street,  closed  for  repairs,  225 
Western  Avenue,  "  225 

Broadway  "  226 

Dover  Street,  discussion  on  compensation  for  assistance 

Superintendent,  254 
discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  salary  of  Supe 


Ne 


dge,  repairs,  260,  302,  514.  527 

to  consider  expediency  of  constructing  bridge 

ion  &  Providence   R.R.,  beyond  Forest  Hills 


Broad wa v.  older  passed  to  re vc  old  draw  and  build  new 

one,  300 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  and   impracticable  to   make 

temporary  provision  for  travel,  341 
Maiden  Bridge,  order  pa-sod  for  temporary  closing,  343 
Report  and  ordinance,  360 

Ordinance  passed  to  provide  Superintendent  for  Charles- 
town Bridges,  371 
Eastern  Avenue,  report  and  order  for  construction,  402.  408 
Broadway,  report  and  order  passed  to  repair  approaches,  415 
Francis  Caverly  appointed  Superintendent  of  bridge  over 

Charles  River,  near  Cottage  Farm  Station,  427 
Warren,  Charles  II.  Marple  appointed  Superintendent,  431 
Charles  River,  Joel  R.  Robin  appointed  Superintendent,  431 
Maiden  Bridge,  John  Howard  appointed  Superintendent,  431 
Ferdinand  She,  t,  rcpnin- authorized.  451 
Western  Avenue,  orders  to  close  and  repair.  451 
Order  pa-sod  for  application  to  build  over  South  Bay,  471 
Warren  Bridge,  Superintendent  elected,  568 
Charles  River.  "  "        568 

AVarren,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  571 
Eastern  Ave.,  order  passed  authorizing  change  in  contract, 


Order  passed  for  bridge  on  Ashland  Streef,  578 

License  from  Harbor  Cora,  for  extension  of  Swett  Stieet, 

553 
Order  passed  for  bridge  over  N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  Railroad   on 

Athens  Street.  514 
Discussion  on  raising  grade  of  Prison  Point  Bridge.  510 
Don-hosier  Ave.,  onb-r  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  585 
Albany  Street,  closed  for  repairs,  740 
joks  (  A  Idol-man)  —  remarks  :  on 
Smith's  Riding  School,  51 
Widening  of  Atlantic  Avenue,  64 

Railroad  crossings  In  East  Boston,  73 


W: 


iter  Boards,  371.  400 
of  Anatomy,  121 

nal  School.  172 

tor  under  Board  of  He 

em,  192 


ts.  103 


Metropolitan 


Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters.  224,  212 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railwav.  221 
Removing  ballast  from  Long  Island,  252 
Assistance  to  Superintendent  Dover-street  bridge,  264 

Alb- war..---  to,    II  -eoralb.n  Das',  240,  271 

Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  285 

Altering  old  High  School-house  for  armory,  314 

Allowance  f..r  Fourth  of  July.  314 

Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  360 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338,  3 

Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  321 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  352 

Di  ti    i  Municipal  Courts,  359 

Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 

Allowing  police  officers  free  passes  over  ferries,  390 

Charging  tor  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  390 

Salaries  of  constables  at  Municipal  District  Courts,  408 

Watering  Warren  Street.  Roxbury,  415 

Rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  429 

Establishing  public  urinals,  449     . 

Watering  Park  Square.  450,  450 

New  receiving  tomb,  Mount  Hope.  440 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts.  451 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  462 

Petition  of  Highland  Street  RailwayCo.  to 

Railway  tracks.  473 
Home  for  the  Poor,  475,  509,  515,  5S2 
Removing  gravel  from  Long  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  grade  law,  493 
The  vacation,  494 
Cellars  below  grade,  495 

Flection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  500 
Extension  of  Thorndike  Street,  529 
Municipal  Court  Room,  Fast   Boston,  530 
Metropol  tan  and  Highland  Railroads,  553 
Paving  City  Passageways,  571 
Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  599 
Evening  Drawing  School  iu  East  Boston,  601 
Licensing  I  lumbers.  010 
Furnishing  Court  Rooms,  613 
Charles  River  water  supply,  628 
Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  602,  6SS 
Widening  School  Street,  6S8 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  711 

Water  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  720 

Naming  Post  office  square,  740 

Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 

Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  752 
ildings  — 

Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Ordinances  to  consider  expedi- 
ency of  giving  Com.  on  Buildings  power  to  decide 
questions  referred  by  City  Council.  30 

Boston  Gaslight  Co.  authorized  to  build  coal  elevator,  39 

Order  passed  in  regard  to  removal  of  snow  from  roofs,  63 

Discussion  on  petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 

Order  passed  relating  to  two  additional  Inspectors,  72 

Order  passed  relating  to  Boston  College,  76 

Non-concurrence  with  Council,  on  substitute  order  relating 
to  Boston  College.  84 

Report  of  Inspector.  89 

Report  accepted.  City  Council  cannot  delegate  powers  to 
Committee,  170 

Ordinance  passed  relative  to  eight  assistant  inspectors,  170 

Report  accepted  granting  leave  to  Shawmut  Ave.  Baptist 
I  liui-ch  to  project  two  gas-lamps  over  doors.  223 

Report  accepted  on  parly  wall,  M.  Whiting's  estate,  225 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF   BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN. 


Report  and  order  relating  to  conditions  placed  on  estates  on 

So.  Market  St.,  227.  236 
Projecting  lanterns  at  S4  and  SG  Friend  St.  authorized.  253 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  Boston  Post  estate,  cor.  Water  and 

Devonshire  Sts.,  379 
Semi-annual  report  of  Inspector,  July  1.  430 
Order  passed  for  repair.-  and  alterations  on   Harbor  Master's 

office,  Eastern  Ave.  Wharf.  432 
Order  passed  relative  to  water  from  roofs.  435 
Com.  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  recess,  448 
Discussion  on  discharge  of  water  from  roofs  and  sides  of 

Buildings  into  public  streets,  452 
Report  from  Chief  of  Police  of  buildings  discharging  water 

into  streets,  475 
Inspector  requested  to   refuse   permits,  until  satisfied   by 

inspection  of  grade.  478 
Sundry  persons  ordered  to  alter  and  reconstruct  cellars  up 

to  grade,  478;  reconsideration  moved,  and  motion  laid  on 

table,  479 
Discussion  on  enforcement  of  the  grade  law,  493 
Discussion  on  cellars  below  grade,  494 
Report  from  Inspector,  of  cellars  below  grade,  525 
O.  L.  Shaw  confirmed  as  Inspector.  540 
Order  passed   directing  sundry  persons  to   raise   grade   of 

cellars,  553 
Report,  discussion,  and  order  passed  directing  sundry  per- 
sons to  alter  cellars  below  grade.  584 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  extending  building 


i  598 


llield 


Cellars  authorized  below  grade,  643,  690 

Projecting   lantern    authorized    front    of 
Church,  706 
Cemeteries  — 

Cedar  Grove,  committee  appointed,  40 

Evergreen,  Ward  19,  order  passed  to  set  apart  income  to  de- 
fray expenses,  66 

Report  accepted  authorizing  Patrick  Tracey  and  others  to 
establish  cemetery  in  West  Roxbury,  193 

Woodlawn,  communication  from  proprietors,  222 

Mt.  Hope,  annual  report,  252 

Cedar  Grove,  annual  report,  316 

Report  accepted  relating  to  uiider'.ak  a's  holding  agencies, 
401 

Mt.  Hope,  report  relating  to  building  receiving  tomb,  431 

Woodlawn,  contract  annulled,  435 

Discussion  on  $6,000  for  receiving  tomb,  Mt.  Hope,  449 

Mt.  Hope,  communication  from  trustees  requesting  $4,200 
additional  for  new  receiving  tomb,  482 ;  referred  to  Com. 
on  Mt.  Hope  Cem.,  with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch, 
482 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  grant  appropriations,  555 
City  Architect  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relating  to,  282 
City  Clerk  - 

Quarterly  report,  36,  471,  252,  600 
City  Council — 

$1,500  additional  authorized  for  Transcript  Reports  of  Pro- 
ceedings, 226 

for  proposals  for  publishing  ab- 


on  the  contract 


Order  passed  to  advert 

straet  of  proceeding 
Com.  from  Globe  Pub. 

for  publishing  the  offi  -ial  report,  36J 
Report  accepted  no   action   necessary  respecting  award  of 

contract  for  reporting  and  printing  proceedings,  491 
Communication  relative  to  funeral  of  Councilman  Barnes,  505 
Notice  of  vacancy,  by  decease  of  H.  B.  Barnes,  and  order 

passed  for  filling  same,  525 
Invitation  accepted  to  witness   parade  of  Roman  Catholic 

Temperance  Soc,  525 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  dedication  of  Brighton  Branch 

Library,  567 
Resolves  passed  relating  to   decease  of  ex-mayor  Shurtlerf, 

573 
Order  passed  to  provide  documents,  767 
City  Engineer- 
Authorized  to  make  purchases,  48 
City  Hall  — see  Public  Buildings. 
City  Hospital- 
Resignation  of  Charles  J.  Prescott  accepted,  8 
Donation  from  George  Goodnow,  251 
Thanks   to  George  Goodnow  for  gift  of  $1,000,  and  order 

passed  for  investment,  390 
Anuual  report,  500 

Asa  H.  Caton  elected  to  fill  vacancy,  555 
Order  passed  relative  to  greenhouse,  559 
Report  of  Trustees  accepted  relative  to  greenhouse,  579 
City  Registrar- 
Quarterly  report,  30,  252,  505,  600 
Committee  on   Cemeteries  changed  to  Committee  on  City 

Registrar's  Department,  40 
Annual  report,  339 
City  Scales  — 

Quarterly  report  North  Scales,  611 

Haymarket  So..,  Quarterly  report  of  Superintendent,  47,  252 
City  Solicitor  —  see  Law  Department 
City  Stables  — 

Order  passed  to  sell  City  Stables  on  Polk  St.,  Charlestown, 

513 


m   at  South  ai 
:ity  stable  lot 


$10,000   authorized   for   shed   and 

West  Stables,  514 
Order  passed  setting  apart  addition 

Highlands,  546 
City  Publications  — 

Order  relating  to  general  charge  and  disposal  of,  270,  282 

Ordinance  passed,  530 

Concurrence  in  amendment  relating  to  sale,  540 

Order  passed  for  printing  index  for  City  Documents,  556 

Ordinance  passed  allowing  sale,  678 

History  of  Boston,  communication  from  Samuel  G.  Drake, 

relinquishing  contract,  6J0 
City  Surveyor - 
'    riual  re] 

l 

Claims 

Order  passed  to  pay  Smith  &  McGaraglc  $.j,i)H0  i 

48 
General  order  passed  authorizing  payment  of  lost  coupons, 

64 
Report  accepted  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Charles 

Burrill,  136 
Order  passed  to  petition  for  authority  to  pay  certain  bills, 

483 
Clark  (Alderman) — elected  chairman,  1;  —  remarks:  on 
Smith's  Riding  School.  51 
Widening  of  Atlantic  Avenue.  64 
Petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 
The  1'ark  question,  6S 
Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  75,  87 
Salaries  of  city  officers.  96. 157 

Sale  of  land  to  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Associa- 
tion, 123 
Death  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner.  127 
Metropolitan  R.  It.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 
Water  street  extension,  168 
Betterment  assessed  on    Parker 

204 

Expenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  304 
Interest  on  unpaid  taxes.  333 

Order  to  pav  expenses  Committee  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 
Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  396 
Widening  Brattle  Street,  430 
Ve  tilatiou  of  City  Hall,  448 
Cellars  below  grade,  405 
Feeding  horses  in  streets,  546 
Fast  driving.  561 

Double  tracks  on  Wash.  Street,  651 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Street,  6D7 
Extension  of  Commerce  Street,  708 
Extension  of  Swett  Street,  714,  719,  723 
Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  745,  750 
The  Law  Department,  748 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  752 
Valedictory  address,  768 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed  to  accept  clock  on  church  of  South  Evangelical 

Society,  West  Roxbury,  390 
Cochituate  — see  Water. 
Common  Council — 

Order  passed  to  pay  $500  additional  to  Clerk,  767 
Committees  —  see  Introductory  Note;  also  Special  Committees 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  —  (see  also  Public  Park) 

Request  for  appropriation  of  $750  for  temporary  plank  walk 

on  mall  from  Park  Street  to  Boylston  Street,  30. 
$2,000  authorized  Bla  -kstone  and  Franklin  Squares,  226 


nodal  Meeting.! 


$'.HI0 


$10,000 

$5,000 

$2,000 
$800 
$700 
$1,650 


3.50 


re  of  grounds  and  Ire 
226 


Bos- 


Common,  Public  Garden,  and  other  pub- 
lic grounds,  226 
purchasing  of  trees,  shrubs,  and  seeds, 

226 
manure,  226 

tools,  machines,  and  repairs,  226 
hire  of  teams,  226 
labor   and  loam   for  Washingt 


red  gravel  for  paths 


Park, 

public  grounds, 


watering  streets,  etc.,  226 
rustic  arbor  on  Public  Garden,  226 
loam  for  public  grounds,  226 
care  of  Blackstouc,  Franklin,  Worcester, 
and  Lowell  Scraares,  and  Union  Park, 


for  teamwork  on  Common,  etc 
labor  on  public  grounds,  579 
fences,  594 

improvement  of  Eagle  Sq.,  i 
594 


Boston, 


$112.50  "  loam,  594 

Ancient    and    Honorable    Artillery   Co.   authorized  to   fire 

salutes,  June  1st,  239 
Order  passed  to  ascertain  cause  of  destruction  of  trees,  264 
$1,500  authorized  for  bird  houses,  303 
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Exp] Ion  by  Chairman  of  Committee  relating  to  Com- 

mon,  804 
i-r'vlnn    : 1 1 1 <  1  i  1  i  . t i ; 1 1    for   laying  out  and  grading,  setting  edge- 

Bl and  erecting  fence,  to  square  on  Commonwealth 

$300  additional  for  loam,  and  $10,000  for  labor,  390 

$6, ■  plants  for  Public  Garden  and  Squares,  890 

$1,200   additional   for  improving  Franklin  and  BlackBtono 

$  ! i  ional  for  team  work,  410 

tss  10  ad  litional  for  purchase  of  sods,  416 

S2,2nu  tor  1 1 1 111 1 ii-i-,  (carpentering,  mason-work,  and  painting, 

410 
Order  passed  to  sell  old  greenhouse  on  Public  Garden,  402 
Report   and   order  relating  to  curbstone  on  Tremont   Street. 

mall,  462 
Order  passed   to  consider  expediency  of  purchasing  estate 

Adjoining  Orchard  Park,  471 
hi-iii--i..ii  .mi  erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Sep,  500 
Order  passed  to  improve  square  on  Commonwealth  Ave.,  f>U0 
.aided  by 


Kngle.  Trenton,  and  I'rescoti  Si-..  10.  Poston,  5U0 
Order  oassed  for  improvement  of  Washington  Park,  500 
Order  passed  to  place  fountain  in  Independence  Sq.,  510 
Order  passed  relative  to  proposed  new  square  on  Pack  Bay, 

502 
Report  accepted,  and  reference  to  next  City  Council,  relating 

to  proposed  square  on  Pack  Pay,  742  ' 
8'iti  additional  for  triangular  lot.  E,  Poston,  742 
S 2  ;■_'.  :  1    additional   for  lumber,   carpentering,  mason  work, 

$  I   1  S2  additi d  for  tools  and  repairs,  742 

Chairman  of  Board  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  approve  bills, 

19 
County  of  Suffolk  — 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  rooms  for  Sheriff  and  Assistants,  8 
Jail  expenses,  2;),  150,230.  an],  300,  art,  457,  4'js,  540,  579,  041, 

74U 
Order  passed  for  repairs  for  Court  House,  Probate  Building, 

and  Municipal  Court  rooms,  30 
Order   fixing   pay   of   officers   attending   Municipal    Court, 

Hearing,.-,  new  (Curt  House,  103 

Committee  for  inspection  of  prisons  appointed,  115 

Order    tii---. I    air  li-.i-i  -nig   arrangements    wiili    Register  of 

Pee  I-  for  cl  issified  indices  for  1S74,  241 
Order  to  provide  additional  Municipal  Court  accommodations 

in  old  City  11  all.  Oharlestown,  300 
Order  passed  to   provide  court  rooms  and  lock-ups  for  dis- 

Com.  from  Judges  new  Municipal  Courts,  notifying  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  etc.,  referred  to  Com.,  371 
Court  rooms  for  new  District  Municipal  Courts  established, 

Order  passed  to  select  and  report  suitable  site  for  new  Court 


377 


Court  room  for  So.  Poston  Dist.,  changed  in  location,  402 

Order  passed  to  provide  necessary  law-books  for  new 
Municipal  Dist.  Courts,  40S 

Report  on  prison,  etc.,  400 

Old  "Washington  School-house,  order  passed  to  fit  up  second 
story  for  Municipal  Court,  Highland  Dist.,  461 

Discussion,  and  orders  passed  relative  to  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing rooms  for  Municipal  Court.  East  Poston,  530 

Surety  to  Treasurer's  bond  referred,  541 

Vote  reconsidered,  referring  treasurer's  bond,  and  bond  ap- 
proved, 556 

Petition  from  Suffolk  Par,  for  new  Court  House,  568 

Discussion  and  orders  passed  relating  to  furnishing  Brigh- 
ton and  So.  Boston  court  rooms,  613 

Report  and  discussion  on  site  for  proposed  new  Court 
House,  645 

Order  passed  to  consider  and  report  upon  enlargement  of 
present  Court  House,  and  erecting  new  house  near  jail, 
645 

Order  passed  relative  to  classified  indices,  695 

Report  on  rooms  for  Dorchester  Hun.  Court,  742 

Order  passed  to  provide  furniture  for  Municipal  Courl 
room,  Dorchester,  748 

Second  semi-annual  report  of  Committee  on  Prisons,  767 
County  of  Middlesex  — 

Order  passed  for  collection  of  rent  due  for  Police  court  room 
in  Oharlestown,  241 
Cutter  'A Merman)  —  Remarks:  on 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  20,41 

Smith's  Hiding  School,  39.  51 

Payment  of  badges,  for  Oharlestown  Police,  47 

Printing  extra  copies  of  reports  on  Water  Supply,  49,  54 

The  Park  question,  69 

Charging  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 

Placing  Inspector  of  Milk  under  Board  of  Health,  72 

Railroad  Crossings  in  East  Poston,  73 

Eemovalof  Paddock  Elms,  74,  87,  92 

Consolidation  ,,f  Widei^Boards,  76.  213,  375 
Salaries  of  officers  of  Oharlestown  Court.  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  116.  153,  205,  215 


Police  ami 

Death  of 
Ratlwaj  s 


Wi 


1  Sumner,  120 

■stnut-IIill  Reservoir,  136 

trty,  150 

},  179 

1,  168 

I  School,  172, 195,  213 

HI 


Removal  of  1 
Horse  K.-nlv. : 

Watering  str 

Betterments   assessed    on   the    Parker    Memorial  meeting- 
house, 204 
Elevator  in  City  Hall,  115.  221 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  223,  240,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  II.  R.,  224 
Additional  Appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 


Cou 


227 


Allowance  for  Decoration  pay,  236,  266.  270 

Assistance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge.  254,  263 

Wood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  267,  287 

A  City  Architect,  283 

Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 

Appropriation  for  paving  Kilby  St.,  287 

'faking  old   High  School-house,  cor.   Dorchester  Ave.   and 

Gibson  St.  for  Armory,  289 
Hampden  St.  Hist.,  300 
Bird  houses,  303 
Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 
Purchase  of  land  for  Smail-pox  hospital,  317,  360 
Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial.  321 
Protection  of  Police  Uniforms  at  fires,  322 
J.  W.  Bartlett's  patent  torch,  335 
Widening  sltawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  Gould  Sts., 

336 
Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  Water  Supply.  336 
Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338,  361 
Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  33s,  352,  427 
Order  to  pay  S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  service,  340 
Order  to  pay  expenses  of  Com.  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 
Free  open-air  concerts,  352 
Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood.  358 
Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Elliot  Sts.,  436 
District  Municipal  Courts,  359 
Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 
Taking  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church.  378 
Allowing  police  officers  free  passes  over  the  ferries,  389 
Sale  of  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc..  390 
Salaries  of  constables  in  Municipal  Dist.  Courts,  408 
Watering  Warren  St.,  Roxbury.  414 
Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  416 
Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Oharlestown,  428 
Sale  of  City's  land  on  Elliot  and  Pleasant  Sts.,  436 
Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  447 
Establishing  pulilie  urinals.  449 
New  receiving  tomb.  Mt.  Hope,  449 
Watering  Park  Sq.,  450.  456 
Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 
Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 
Using  wood  pavement  on  Gtld  end  Silver  Sts.,  453 
Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  461 
Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

.472 
Home  for  the  Poor,  477,  502,  508,  515,  580 
The  vacation,  494 
Cellars  below  grade,  494,  584 
Allowing  fast  riding,  499 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Sq.,  500 
Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  St.,  536 
Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  St.,  499,  527 
Extension  of  Lenox  St.,  529 

"  Thorndike  St.,  529 
Municipal  Court  Room.  East  Boston,  530 
Repairs  of  armories,  540 
Surety  to  Treasurer's  Bond,  541 
Licensing  Walcott's  Hotel,  544.  582 
Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 
Number  of  horse-cars  in  streets,  556 
Widening  Guild  row,  568 
Armory  expenses,  569 
Paving  city  passageways,  570,  588 
Public  Park,  594 

Pumping  engine  at  Lake  Cochituate,  598 
Evening  drawing  school  in  E.  Boston,  600,  614 
Licensing  Plumbers,  610 
Fast  driving.  611 
Furnishing  court  rooms,  613 
Charles  River  water  supply.  628 
General  Butler's  offer  of  Sudbury  River,  630 
Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 
Site  for  new  Court  House,  645 
Blockades  on  Tremont  St.,  693 
Paving  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall.  648 
Double  tracks  on  Wash.  St..  647,  651 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  002,  078,  717 
Widening  School  St.,  6S8 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  695,  712 
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Exceeding  appropriations,  708 
Nautical  School,  712 
Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 
Swett  St.  Extension,  717 
The  Law  Department,  738,  748 
Naming  I'ostOllicc  Square,  740 
Compensation  for  clerical  services,  741 
Citizens' Ga-light  Co.,  744,  750 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  751 
Resolution  of  Thanks  to  chairman,  768 
Dedham-st.  District  — 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  authority  to  raise  grade,  525 
Report  and  order  in  new  draft  passed  to  petition,  594 

Eastern  Railroad  — 

Order  and  discussion  on  change  oftermimis,  67 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  railroad  crossings,  T'l 
Order  passed  for  flagman  at  crossing  on   Bennington  St.,  107 
Notice  received  of  location  of  freight  track,  339 
East  Boston  Ferries  —  see  Ferries. 
Elections  — 

State  — Notice  of  vacancy  of  seat  of  John  Tcwkslmry,  Ward 

3,  and  order  passed  for  election,  36 
Nathaniel  J.  Rust  elected  representative  in  Ward  3,  53 

■    Warrant  for  State  electi order  passed,  563 

Report  of  returns  accepted,  600,  606 
New  election  ordered  for  Ward  17,  606 

Report  accepted,  Joseph  S.  Hopes  elected  in  Ward  17,  649 

Municipal  — Warrants  for  City  Election,  64S 

Municipal  — Report  of  returns  accepted,  707 

Reports  accepted  on  recounts  of  votes  at  City  Election,  742 
Emerv  (Alderman)  — remarks : 

The  Park  question,  18,  68 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  20,  40 

Petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 

Salaries  of  citv  officers,  yl,  94,  116,  156,  205,  214 

Leasing  No.  3(J  l'cmbcrtou  Sq.,  118 

Running  ferry  tolls,  120 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  375,400 

Appropriation  Bill,  166 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  1S2,  28S,  362 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  221 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  242 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  237,  265 

A  City  Architect,  283 

Water-shed  ,,f  Mvsiic  Lake,  284 

Taking  old  Iligh'School-hoiise  for  armory,  2S9,  314 

Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  316 

Purchase  of  land  for  smallpox  hospital,  317,  360 

J.  W.  Bartlett's  patent  torch,  335 

District  Municipal  Court,  359,  402 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach. st.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Allowing  police  officer.-  free  passes  over  ferries,  391 

Erection  of  ( iranimnr  School-house,  ( 'harlestown,  428 

Ventilation  of  Citv  Hall,  435,  447 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Stsl,  436 

License  to  Bcnj.  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Sq.,  450 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Standpipes  in  public  buildings,  453 

Cleaning  aval  painting  Public  Library,  461 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks,  47 

Home  for  the  Poor,  474,  501,  508,  515,  582 

Enforcement  of  the  tirade  Law,  493 

Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 

Licensing  Walcott's  Hotel,  544,  502 

Feeding  horses  in  streets,  546 

Fast  driving,  562,  611 

Evening  Schools,  564 

Paving  city  passageways,  570,  5S6 

Public  Park,  594 

Standpipes  in  School-houses,  599 

Furnishing  court  rooms,  613 

Evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston,  615 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  645 

Blockades  on  Tremont  St.,  646,693 

Exceeding  appropriations,  709 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  712 

Citizens  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  750 

South  Boston  Branch  Library,  742 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  the  Mayor,  767 
Employment  for  the  Poor- 
Discussion,  non-concurrence  on  reference  to  special   Com- 
mittee, and  order  rejected,  662 

Faneuil  Hall  — see  Public  Buildings. 
Fast  driving  — see  Streets. 
Ferries  — 

Report  accepted  relating   to   running  tolls,   letting    down 

chains,  etc.,  102 
Order  passed  for  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and 

coal-shed  at  North  Ferry,  193 
Order  passed  to  repair  avenues  in  city  proper  and  East  Bos- 
ton leading  to  North  Ferry,  193 
Annual  report,  252 


Discussion  and  order  passed  allowing  police  officers  in  uni- 
form to  pass  free,  389 
Resignation  of  Daniel   I>.  Kelly  as  Director,  498 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  elected  Director,  to  fill  vacancy,  545 
Fire  Alarms  — 

Commissioners  authorized  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock  §500  for 
true  time,  562,  567 
Fire  Department  — 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  January,  53 

Reports  from  Fire  Commissioners  on  locating  lire  engines, 

etc.,  90 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  Feb.,  115 
Order  passed  for  increase  of  members,  115,  169 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  March,  205 
Reply  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  locating  engine  on  Charles 

St.,  222 
Engine  House  authorized  for  Engine  22,  264 
3,264 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  April,  267 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  "May,  339 
Leave  granted  Joseph  Bird  to  test  Johnson  pump,  379 
Order  passed  relative  to  locating  telegraph  lines  to  Brighton, 

474 
Report  for  July,  484 

First  annual  report  of  Commissioners,  488 
Order  passed  to  allow  $150  to  pay  funeral  expenses  of  Mark 

W.  Hays,  553 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  Oct.,  611 
Communication  relating  to  telegraph  poles  on  Atlantic  Ave., 

612 
Report  accepted,  protection  in  Ward  17,  662 
Report  of  Commissioners,  687 
Fort  Hill  Improvement  — 

Order  passed  referring  unfinished  business  to  special  Com- 
mittee, 9 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  temporary  buildings,  226 
Order  passed  to  examine  title,  and  report  authority  of  City 
Council  to  prescribe  mode  of  use,  471 
Fort  Hill  Wharf— 

Order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Paving  Dept.,  282 
Lease  authorized,  391 
Fourth  July  — 

Committee  appointed,  appropriation,  and  discussion,  314 
Franklin  Fund  —  see  Funds. 
Funds  — 

Franklin  Fund,  Report  of  Treasurer,  150 

loan  to  Robert  J.  Gilkie,  84, 118 

report  of  auditing  committee,  181 

communication  from  Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso- 
ciation relating  to  investment  in  buildings  for  mechanics' 
houses,  369 
Report  and  order  relating  to  trust  funds,  received  by  annex- 
ation, 286,  300 
Statement  of  accounts  of  Dorchester  Trust  Funds,  301 
Report  accepted  of  auditing  of  Gibson  and  Stoiighton  funds, 

376 
Order  passed   relating   to  "  Trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor 

Fund,"  492 
Report  accepted  of  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,  545 

Gr.  A.  R.  — 

Invitation  of  Post  26  to  Decoration  ceremonies  accepted,  211 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  236,  264,  271 
Gas  — 

Hearing  on  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  I 

Reports  on  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  706 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw, 


,  624,  663,  679 


707 


City  Gas. Works, 
Discussion  on, 


Citizen's  Gaslight  Co.,  Discussion 

and  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  750 
Hack  Regulations  — 

Order  passed  amending,  140 

Report  and  orders  relating  to  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 

and  Brighton,  319,  337 
Amendment  adopted  relating  to   drivers   carrying  copy  of 

rates,  359 
Hall  (Alderman)  —remarks:  on 
Smith's  Riding  School,  54,  598 
Petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  65 
Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  74,  92 
Salaries  of  officers  of  (  Miarlcstown  Court,  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  U5,  117,  206,  214 
Running  ferry  tolls,  120 
Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  122 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  371,  395 
Railway  Station  at  <  'best  nut  Hill  reservoir,  137 
Metropolitan  R.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 
Appropriation  Bill,  167,  179 
Office  of  Milk  Inspector,  2S8,  362 
Elevator  in  City  Hall,  222 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  240,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway  track,  224 
Additional  appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 

Council,  227 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  237,  266,  271 
Assistance  to  Superintendent  Dover-street  Bridge,  264 
Wood  pavement  in  Kilby  Street,  268 
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W:it<T  shed  of  Mystic   Lake,  2S', 

\|.pi  ..pi  ialion  I'm-  paving  Kilby  Street,  2S7 

Taking  old  High  School-houso,  cor.  Dorchester  J.ve and 

(Jilisim  Street,  for  arm. ii 
Contract  with  Dorchester  Gaslighl  Co.,  302 
Extending  name  of  i>h.ii. -.i  St.  .  i  th.-c.ugh  Stoughton  Street, 


twei  ii   Dudley  and   Guild 


!,;■.■ : 

f) 

"i  engineers  u 
concerts,  353 
Water  Slireet 

nd  for  Small-) 

examine  water  supply 

,iili  Stood,  858 

ox  hospital,  ;;oo 
tibial  report,  370 

336 

Wate. 

IngW 

'':" 

ticipal  District  Courts, 
xbury,  414 

409 

Sale  of  City's 

land  on  PI 

nt  and  Eliot  Streets,  43C 

Watei 

Defer 
Harm 
Clean 
Curbs 
Prinii 
l'ctitk 

LngPa&Saua,   . 

ig  Solicitor's  Repi 

u  of  .Middlesex  R. 

H;i 

dings,  453 

Library,  462 
t  mall,  462 
ani-annnally,  463 

to  use  Metropolitan  R 

Co 

track 

472 

Removing  gravel  from  Long  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493 
The  vacation,  494 
Cellars  below  grade,  495,  584 
Allowing  fast  riding,  498 
Home  for  the  Poor,  501,  507,  515 
Middlesex  Railroad  in  Slate  Street,  526 
Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  Street,  528 
Extension  of  Lenox  Street,  529 
Municipal  Court  Room,  East  Boston,  530 
Surety  to  Treasurer's  Bond,  541 
Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  554 
Number  of  horse-cars  in  streets,  556 
Fast  driving,  561,  011 
Walcott's  Hotel,  562,  582 
Evening  Schools,  564 
Paving  city  passageways,  570,  5S6 
Public  Park,  596 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cocbituatc,  598 
Licensing  plumb,  r-,  610 
Charles  River  water  supply,  628 

Blockad.   ■  ..II  'lie.    nl   Sir'eet,  647,   693 
"Widening  Sell.... I  Street.  OSS 
Gen.  Butler's  offer  of  Sudbnry  River,  630,  691 
Boston  Water  Rower  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  61 
Appleton  Temporary  Home,  776 
Citizen's  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  750 
The  Law  Department,  748 
East  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  74S 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  753 
Harris  (Alderman)  remarks:  on 

Payment  for  badges  for  Charlestown  Police,  47 


Railroad  crossing- 

o  East  Boston,  74 

Salaries  of  officers 

D  Charlestown  Court,  90 

Salaries  of  citv  offi 

ers,  91,  93,  154 

Hiring  No.  30 "Rem 

erton  Square,  118 

Death  of  Hon.  Cha 

ie-  Si. inner,  127 

Appropriation  Bill 

167,  180,  1S9 

Water  street  exten 

ion,  16S 

Boundary  between 

Boston  and  Brookline,  179 

Watering  -m    .  '-.  1 

Bettcrni.-nt  n--e--e 

1  on  Parker-Memorial  Mcetin 

Consolidation  of  W 

ater  Boards,  213 

Elevator  in  Citv  H 

Dumniv  engine. ,,i 

Union  Freight  Railway  track 

Public  g,        .;-.  1  1 

arlestown.  226 

Allowance  for  Dee 

irationDay,265,271 

A  City  Ae  bitect,  2 

Watershed  ot   M\- 

Vc  Lake,  284 

Hampden  Street  D 

strict,  300 

Contract  with  Dorchester  Gaslight  Co.,  302 

Common  and  Public  Grounds,  305 

Protection  of  polic 

2  uniforms  at  fires,  322 

J.  W.  Bartlett's  pa 

ent  torch,  335 

:  Municipal  District  Courts,  408 
,  Roxhury,  414 
Square,  456 
Independence  Sq.,  500 


Salaries  of  con 
Watering  War 
Contract  to  wa 
Erection  of  fou 

Extension  of  Lenox  Street,  529 
STaming  Post  Cilice  Square,  740 
East  Cambridge  omnibus  line,  748 
rbor  — 
Discussion  on  rescinding  license  for  removing  gravel  from 

Long  Island,  492 
Order  passed  to  rescind  license  to  remove  gravel  from  Long 

Island,  -97 


Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  for  leave  to 
i  i  move  gravel,  598 

Health,  Board  of— 

Communication  rolating  to  Marcella  Street  hospital,  213 

Commune. I.  ,nn/  to  location  of  public  urinals-  230; 

diseii--ion,  lis;  order  p:.     .  ■         b  ug,  46,; 

Communication  in  response  to  order  relating  to  public  uri- 
nals, 471 

Annual  report,  484 

Communicati in  sewerage  system,  739 

ileal, i,  Department— 

Miperinten.leiil  authorized  to  purchase  .- i i  j •  i  ■ 

Contracts  authorized  for  removal  of  h..u-e  offal,  263 
Report  and  or.br  relating  lo  .-team  w  hi.-lles  on  railroads,  317 

Ordinance  pa--,. I  relating  lo  removal  of  manure,  360 

Prison  .  arnage  authorized,  416 
Highland  Strecl  Kallwav— 

'  l'etitlon  for  double  track  on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  100 

Hearing  on    petition    for    location   of    track-   on     Blue-Hill 
Avenue,  an  I  us.-  ..i  tracks  of  Metropolitan  R.,  I6i 

Hearing  on  petition-   for   locating  in  Court  Street,  I  orabill 

Report  and  order-  on  location  in  Blue-llill  Avenue,  etc.,  223 

'l  lard  locatio     Uity  Doc.  41    gram.-, I,  237 

Order  passed  for  connecting  car-houses  on  Shawmtit  Avenue 

Third  location  accepted,  266 
Location  granted  Aug.  3d,  accepted,  482 

Order  passed  authorizing  use  of  tracks  of  Metropolitan  R. 
Co.,  473 
Horse  Railway  System  — 

Order  passed  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  investigate  Rail- 
way system,  191 
Home  for  the  Poor  — see  Public  Institutions. 
Hospitals  — see  City  Hospital,  also  Small-pox. 

Inspector  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 

Jail  — see  County  of  Suffolk. 


Lamp  Department  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  8 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases,  27 

Order  passed  to  light  lamps  on  ground  of  Bunker  Hill  Mon- 
ument Association,  from  May  l  to  Oct.  1,241 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  authorizing  contract  with 
Dorchester  Gaslight  Co.,  392 

Order  passed  authorizing  contract  with  Jamaica  Tlain  Gas- 
light Co.,  303 

Order  passed  for  transfer  of  land  on   Albany  Street  from 
Sewer  Department  to  Lamp  Department,  321 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  pay  J.  W.  Bartlett  $2,500 
for  use  of  patent  torch,  335 

Order  passed  for  erection  of  repair  shop,  343 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  necessary  repairs,  402 

"  "  to  lay  pipe  and  locate  additional 

lamps  on  Common,  402 

Order  passed  relating  to  repair  shop,  etc.,  462 

Employes  authorized  at  repair  shop,  531 
Law  Department  — 

Mayor  authorized  to  draw  for  payment  of  executions  or 
judgements  against  city,  9 

Order  passed  in  regard  to  semi-annual  reports,  66 

Report  inexpedient  to  dispense  with  Solicitor's  reports,  ac- 
cepted, 102 

Report  relating  to  Solicitor's  reports  recommitted,  13  i 

Order  relating  to  Dorchester,  set  of  Mass.  Reports,  227,  237 

Order  passed  providing  additional  assistance  to  City  Solici- 
tor, 237 

Semi-annual  report  of  City  Solicitor  (ordered  to  be  printed), 
450 

City  Solicitor  — discussion  on  printing  semi-annual  report 
and  refusal  to  reconsider,  463 

Report  on  additional  assistance,  716 

Discussion  on  ordinance  relating  to  Assistant  Solicitors,  736 

Discussion  and  amendment  of  ordinance  passed,  745 
Law  Library  (.-oeial)  — 

Report  action  inexpedient,  39 

Order  passed  to  allow  $i,uoo  to  proprietors,  751 
Legislative  matters  — 

Order  relating  to  payment  of  specified  bills,  barred  by  statue, 
479 
Licenses  — 

Discussion  on  Barnum's  Hippodrome,  454 

Hearing  on  Walcott's  Hotel,  j4l 

Discussion  on  Walcott's  Hotel,  562,  5S2 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  5S2 
Lighters  —  see  Ballast  Lighters. 
Loans  — 

$100,000  .additional  for  Devonshire  Street  extension,  4S,  64,  72 

§260,000  additional  for  Washington  Street  extension,  66,  89 

$1,620,000  for  Burnt  District  Loan,  89,  151 
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$200,000  authorized  for  Northampton  Street  District,  171 
$4,000,000  temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  318 
$194,000  for  Uracil  Street  improvement,  408 
§57,000    additional  to    Street    Improvement    Loan,   Beach 
Street,  440 

gazine  Street  District  — see  Swett  Street  District. 

yor  —  <  > r.  1 1 ■  r  p. 1  lor  printing  Inaugural  Address,  8 

Disposition  of  lopi.-s  in  Inaugural  Address,  20 


Jayor  — i 
Kelati 
Relati 
Kelati 


signs,  7 

railroad  crossings,  15 

t  on  Charlestown  for  tide-water  dis 


Relating  to  dcatli  of  Hon.  Charles  Sunnier,  12i3 
Relating  to  portrait  of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  164 
Relating  to  boundary  between  Boston  and  LSrookline,  179 
Donation  to  City  Hospital,  251 
Relating  to  condition  of  Fancuil  Hall,  434 
Relating  to  Parker  Street  Sewer  nuisance,  497 
Relating  to  decease  of  ex-mayor  Shurlleff,  572 
Markets  — 

Quarterly  reports   Superintendent   Fancuil  Hall  Market,  30, 

252,471 
Order  relating  to  new  leases,  102,  115 

Order  passed  authorizing  assistant  to  Superintendent,  119 
Report  accepted  and  referred,  relating  to  paving  sidewalk 


Reco 
Mass.  Cli 


table,  relating  to  paving 


red  for  use  of  1-aneuil  Hall  for  Twelfth  Exhibi- 

Use  of  Faneuil  Hall  granted  and  leave  to  erect  temporary 

building  over  Merchants' row,  239 
Allowed  to 'creel  staircase  to  Faneuil  Hall,  491 
Metropolitan  R.  It.  Co.— 

Peitiou  from  residents  In  vicinity,  relating  to  stable  on  Back 


Ord. 


of 


>le  on    Marl- 


Order 

pa- 

- from  \\ 

iltham  Str 

*et. 

323 

lleai-i. 

t  tr. 

ck  on  Was! 

ing 

extension 

3  "i  1 

Order 

pa 

sed 

for  looatio 

gton  Slrce 

be 

tween 

Cc 

ill  a 

id  Dock  Sq 

Hearii 

go 

ip. 

tition  for  lu 
420 

ati. 

id  track  in 

Wa 

hiug- 

Accep 

anc 

eoi 

location  th 

'ough  Wash! 

ngton  Stre 

t  to 

11  ay- 

m 

irkc 

t  Sou  are,  430 

Order 

passed 

to  disconti 

true 

running 

cars  throi 

gh 

Court 

it,  4 

Locations  to  llaymarkct  Square  revoked,  491 

Turnout  on  Washington,  between  Kingsbury  an  1  Thornton 
Streets,  allowed,  491 

Permitted  to  run  certain  ears  in  Court  Street,  508 

Location  accepted,  513 

Discussion  on,  and  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  rela- 
tive to  u.-e  of  Highland  track,  553 

Order  of  notice  relative  to  removal  of  tracks  in  Fast  Boston, 


Hearing   on    additional    tracks    on    Washing!' 

Streets,  639 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  Colur 


id    other 


on  additional  tracks  in 
tracks  on  Washington  St 


Repo 
Disci 


Location  accepted,  739 
iddlesex  R.  Co.  — 

Hearing  on  petition  for  leave  to  use  tracks  of  Hetr..p  ilium 

R.  It.,  165 
Hearing  on  petition  to  run  cars  to  Boylston  Street,  190 
Authorized  to  lay  temporary  tracks  on  Wa-I.i.iglon,  State, 

Devonshire  street  and  Doel;  Sipiare,  251 
Order  passed  to  pave  tracks  in  Union  Street,  2  S3 
Location   accepted  iu    Washington,   State   and    Devon-hire 

Streets,  301 
Hearing  on  track  on  Washington  Street  extension,  351 
Order  passedfor  location  in   Washington   Street,  between 


ptcd,  434 
Middlesex  R. 


Locations  to  llaymarkct  S  piare  revoked,  491 
Temporary    track  on   Washington  and  Devonshire   Strc 
revoked, 491 


Report  discussed,  and  accepted,  permitting  tracks  to  remain 

in  State  Street,  526 
Order  of  notice  to    pave  Warren  Avenue,    from  Warren 

Bridge  to  City  Square,  527 
Motion  to  reconsider  v permitting  track  to  remain  in  State 

and  I).  ...i  !■■•-!'  ;■:.-,  laid  on  table,   '40 

Hearing  on  tracks  in  llaymarkct  Square,  041 
Militia  — 

Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Caw,  $1,200  for  repairs  on  armory,  37 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Keg.  Inf.,  $383.10  for  repairs  on  armory,  37 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  $200  for  repairs  on  headquarters,  3" 
Co.  I,  Ninth    Keg.,  order  passed  to  reimburse  $89.40  taxes 

paid  on  armory,  66 
Co.  F,  First  Keg.,  $25  on  account  of  rent,  66 
Co.  K,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  85 
"     "       "         "         "     §1,1100  for  rent  of  armory,  92 
Co.  G,  Ninth  Keg.,  §700  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory,  101 
Co.  C,  First  Bat.  Cay.,  §800  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory, 

101 
First  Bat.  Inf.,  $400  per  annum,  for  rent  of  headquarters 

(Boylston  Hall),  102 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  Concord  Hall,  approved  for  armory, 

102 
Co.  D,  First  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  in 

Minot  Hall,  and  $I,0jo  per  annum  allowed  for  rent,  and 

$500  for  furnishing  armory  cor.  Harvard  and  Washing- 
ton Streets,  150 
Co.  D,  Fifth  Inf.,  $600  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory,  150 
Co.  A,  First  Bat.  Inf..  rent  in  Minot  l-lall  discontinued,  and 

$1,000  per  annum  allovi  e  I  lor  rent  in  Concord  Hall,  150 
Co.  1),  First  Bat.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  153 
First  Co.  Cadets,  repairs  of  armory  authorized,  153 
First  Bat.  Light  Art.,  §40u  per  annum,  for  rent  of  armory, 

170 
order  passed  for  repairs  of  armory  on  Maverick  Street, 


Co.  C,  First  Cat.  i  lav.,  $500  to  fit  up  armory,  cor.  High 

Co.  K, '.Ninth  Int.".  armory  ;  ppi'-.Tvod ,  203 
Co.  F,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  §1jU 
Discussion  on,  and  order 

Building,  cor.  of  Dorcl 

and  fit  up  for  armory 

Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  2-S9 
Concurrence  in  amendment  to  order  for  repairing  old  High 

School  Building  for  armory,  314 
Co.  G,  First  Reg.  inf.,  order  passed  for  discontinuance  of 


ippt'oi 


mory  cor.  of  Gibson  Street,  and  Dorcli 


Fiflh  Keg.  Int.,  .-ci'ii  per  annum,  rent  for  headquarters,  3<!0 
Co.  G,  .Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  and  furnish  armory, 

390 
Co.  H,  Fifth  Reg.  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  and  furnish  armory, 

uilding.  E.  B..  authorized.  427 


Repair  off 
Co.  D,  Fifi 
Co.  D,  Foi 
Co.  C,  Fou 
report 


mory,  448 
e  of  room,  448 
ve  to  withdraw 


Co.  II,  Fifth  Inf.,  $00  for  repairs  of  armory,  471 

Co.  A,  First  Art.,  report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  provide 

new  armory,  02  > 
Co.  I,  First  Inf.,  all  iw  i  d  $51  0  for  repairs,  540 
Co.  A,  Fourth  Hat.,  allowe  1  SOiiti  for  i    p  iir<,  040 
Co.  B,  First  Inf.,  aih.we  i  s  ,  n  for  repairs.  040 
Co.  H,  Ninth  Inf.,  allowed  $6  HI  tn-r  pairs,  540 
Co.  B,  Ninth  Inf.,  allowed  §-:00  for  repairs,  540 
Discussion  on  repairs  of  armories,  540 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  procure  use  of  drill-room  of 

Inst,  of  Technology,  060 
Co.  I,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  armory  approved,  569 
Co.  A,  Second  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  furnish  armory,  56) 

order  passed  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory,  50J 

order  passed  to  d; -coin  i  hue  rent  of  old'arniory,  find  ai  low 

$900  for  rent  of  new,  569 
Second  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  pay  300  per  annum  for  rent 


of  1 


appn 


1.  bl', 


Co.   B,   .Ninth    Reg.   Inf.,   or  !,  r  pasSI 

First  Bat. 'c'a'y.,  headquarters  approv 
Co.  A,  First  Keg.  Inf.,  $275  for  rent, 
Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  armory  estal 

Milk— Inspector  of,  order  to  place'  undo 
Health,  72 
Order  passed  to  place  Inspector  uude 
Health,  182 


and  $450  per 
lston  Hall,  ...0 
idquartera  for 


direction  of  Board  of 


10 
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Or  lor  pas 

lloalcl 

ed  to  recon-i  1,-r  |,la  dug  lie-],.    -1,,i-    ...  1    r  Roar  1  of 

Mil  ,1     I'll    1    1.11     l''M"       1     1.1 

Additional  Appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 
Council,  Mi 

Allowance  for  Deeoraliou    Day,  237,  203,  271 

Order  puased  for  office  outside  of  City  Hall,  for  Inspector, 

'■      .      ....-'•  I..  -ii|,l.  1),, wr  SI.  Pride   .  -.1 

Order  pin 

Ing  Inspector  under  Board  of  Ilealth  indefinitely 

\V  .     .  in    '  ',.'  ■      in   Kiln,    ,■>.,  -J.,7,287 

lnspPecto?' 

if,  authorized  to  employ  assistant,  624 

Water-sl      I  oi     1       ii    Lake,  285 

Ml 

Appropriation  for  Raving  Kilby  St.,  287 

Uoai-J  of. 

Udcrincn  authorized  to  make  rules,  etc.,  9 

Taking  old    High   School-house,  cor.  Dorchester  Av.   and 

Regulatioi 

s  adopted  for  licensing,  19 

O  ii -. ..  f.,i-  ,-n- ,  ,  289 

M< 

s.c  Cemeteries, 

Hampden  St.  District,  300 

M  i 

ni  lipal  i  mi 

rts  —  sec  County  of  Suffolk. 

Co-iiract   «iil,  |i,,i-e||,    ii  i  lia  light  Co.,  302 

M 

Ister  — 

I     1    ,   ingnam    of  Dudley  St.  through Stoughton St.,  313 

ed  for  preparation,  8 

Ai hi  foi  Fo  n-ili  July,  814 

Mi 

atomy  — 

1'.       i.           I   :  .-.  I  t'.i-  Small-pn.v  hospital,  317,360 

He 

Additional  ,-■,,,.  -  ,,f  S -r  Memorial,  321 

Remonstr 

■    i  of  Boston  ■'oc.  of  Medical  Science,  92 

J.  W.  Bartl  -     : '.,.  torcl 

Kemonstr 

nees    of    Suffolk    1  >  i  -  *  i  -  i  - 1     Medical    Society    and 

Widening  Shawmul  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  fiuihl 

•i"  '.'•". 

Men'-  Christian   .\    so  iation   and  Young  Men's 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  338 

C ..'in 

alio,,  from  Jonrdain  &  Co.,  101 

Order  to  pav  S.  1!.  Ileustis  for  extra  service,  340 

Report  of 

Committee  on  Licenses,  101 

Order  to  pa      "  pen  ,     i  om.  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 

Kemonstr 

inces    of  Uoxl.ury  Society  for    Medical  Improve- 

Ere,.  o],"i,.a'ii-  el „-ei-is,  :;:,■' 

ni'i  others,  114 

Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood,  358 

Ml 

Dissusslo 

and  orders  passed,  121 

<  'onti-aet  for  publishing  the  official  report,  370 

D°UcussiQ! 

and  non-concurrence  on  open-air  concerts,  352 

Taking  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Mj 

stic  Water 

Works  — see  Water. 

Disposal  0f  Bo  ton  e  '  '  estate,  379 

Allowing  Police  oilier-  free  passes  over  ferries,  389 

N< 

rthampton 

St.  District  — 

Charging'  for  licn-e-  t,,  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  390 

Owners   a 

id  occupants  notified  to   raise  "buildings  and  re- 

Watering  Warren  St..  Roxbury,  414 

move 

obstacles,  92 

Ran-  ,,f  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 

Notice  to 

iwners  relating  to  contracts,  102 

Ei ti f  Grammar  School  Ii ,  Charlestown,  423 

Order  pas 

ed  au'h.,ri/i:ig  ,-,,,, n-aet  for  tilling,  115 

Ventilati jf  Citv  Hall.  435 

Request  k 

r  loan  of  siin.uoi),  151 

Sale  of  City'e  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

Order  pas 

sed  t otraci  for  idling,  181 

Establishing puolic  urinals,  448 

Closing  ot 

street-,  appeiiilnieiit  (.l  superintendent  and  watch- 

Watering  Park  Sg.,  450,  456 

men, 

mi  laying  railroad  tracks,  authorized,  193 

Using  wood  pavement  on  Gold  and  Silver  Sts.,  453 

Order  pas 

-ed  authorizing  expenditures,  210 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Order  pas 

210 

sed  authorizing  contract  for  raising  buildings,  etc., 

Cleaning  and  Painting  Public  Library  Building,  461 
Printing  Solicitor's  report,  semi-annually,  463 

Order  pas 

sed  for  streets  to  be  closed,  6S1 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

473 
Home  for  the  Poor,  474,  501,  509,  515,  580 

01 

1  Colony  B 

vilroad  — 

Order  on 

edition  of  Edmund  J.  Baker  and  others,  203 

Th,-  vacation,  494 

Discussio 

l  on,  and  order  passed  for  use  of  Dummy  engine 

Cellars  below  grade,  494,  584 

on  Freight  R.  R.  track,  224. 

Allowing  fast  riding.  499 

Order  of 

lotice  to  erect  gates  on  Melville  Ave.,  Mather,  and 

Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  St.,  526 

"Wood  pavements  ill  Devonshire  St.,  499,  527 

EePK 

iv-  to  withdraw,  on  petition  to  lay  track  across 

Municipal  Court  Room.  East  Boston,  530 

Oi 

dinances  — 

Sill.     •-     to     IV",      n          -    l:   -'id,  541 

Order  pas 

sed  to  print  Digest,  435 

Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 

Report  ac 

■eii-e.l    luoxpc  dent    to  remove  restrictions   oil    dis- 

Paving, iiv  passageways,  570,  586 

charg 

■of  Firearms,  530 

Bridg-  on  A-biand  St.,  .378 

Oi 

erseers  of 

'oor  — 

Waleott's  Hot,  1.  .3S2 

Quarterly 

report,  47,252,  483,  611 

l'uhlic  Park,  595 

Order  relt 

ting  to  Sears'  Donation,  289,  301 

Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  599 

Notice  of 

vacancy,  324 

Licensing  Plumbers,  610 

Annual  re 

port,  387 

Charles  Kivi  c  Water  Supply,  628 

Election  t 

u  fill  vacancy,  416,  427 

General  Butler'.-  otl'er  of  Sudbury  river,  630 

Omnib 

Alleged  frauds  in  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

Line  autl 

orized  from  Hartford  and  Erie  Depot  to  Dart- 

l'aving  in  fr,,ut  of  Faneuii  Hall,  648 

moutl 

Horse-car  blockade,  646,  649,  683,  692 

Report  ot 

routes  between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston,  743 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  662 

Order  pa 

ssed   establishing  route  for  East  Cambridge  and 

Limiting  approach  of  cars,  677 

Bosto 

n  Omnibus  line,  748 

Widening  School  St.,  68S 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  6SS,  717 

Paddock  Elm 

»  —  see  Streets,  Tremont  St. 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.,  and  Back  Bay  Streets,  695,  712 

Paving  (see  a 

so  Streets)  — 

Exceeding  appropriations,  709 

Order  pas 

sed  to  purchase  Blake's  stone-crusher,  456 

Nautical  School.  712 

Order  pas 

sed  to  hire  Rogers'  Wharf,  637 

Extension  of  Swell  St.,  717 

Peters 

Water  Supply  for  Ward-  17  and  19,  715 

Wilson's 

lot  !,  Ward  19,  20,40 

Smith's  K 

iding  School,  31 

Naming  J'..--'oi:          -  ,  .:.,-,..  740 

Payment 

or  badges  for  police  in  Charlestown,  47 

( 'itizen-'  ( la-light  ( ',,.,  744,  7.50 

The  Park 

Philadelphia- 

Railroad 

r.issing-'in  East  Boston,  73 

Reception  of  delegation  from,  334 

Police  — 

Salaries  , 

•'  officers  in  Charlestown  Court,  90 

Quarterly  reports  of  Chief,  S,  192,  410,  568 

Salaries  . 

f  citv  officers,  9.3,  1.36,205,215 

Order  passed  to  pay  officers  in  West  Roxbury,  Brighton,  and 

Running 

•erry  tolls,  120 

Consolida 

tion  of  Water  Boards,  213,  372,  395,  400 

Annual  report  of  Chief,  15 

Naming  Curtii 

(  Oder  passed  fixing  maximum  number,  19 

Jourdaiu 

s  Museum  of  Anatomy,  121 

Order  passed    for  extension  of   police-telegraph   system  to 
West  Roxbury,  Charlestown,  and  Brighton,  19 

Railway  Statii 

Mctropol 

tan  R.  R.  Station  on  Back  Bay,  138 

Chief  authorized  to  purchase  supplies  and  make  repairs,  30 

Appropriation  Bill,  167 

Petition  for  Harbor  Police-boat,  46 

Act  to  les 

alize  Normal  School,  172 

Report  relating  to  mounted  police,  65 

Water  St 

widening,  181 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  transferring  fire- 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182,  194 

boat  to  police,  and  procuring  new  fire-boat,  120 

Horse  Railway  System,  192 

Order  passed  authorizing  mounted  police,  2  ,9 

Watering 

streets,  193 

Order  passed   to   establish  telegraphic   communication  be- 

Elevator 

n  Citv  Hall,  221 

tween  Central  Police  office  and  station  at  West  Roxbury, 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  241 

Brighton  and  So.  Boston,  209 

Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway  track,  225 
Expenditures  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 

Order  passed  to   furnish  Stations    Twelve,  Thirteen    and 

Fourteen,  226 

INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 


!! 


Maximum  number  of  Lieutenants  ami  Sergeants  fixed,  2-11 
(  r.'er  relating  to  1'olice-boat  indefinitely  postponed;  241 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  providing  fire-coats, 

Order  passed  authorizing  Chief  to  suspend  members,  334 
Discussion  on  order  passed  to  pay  S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra 

service,  310 
Order  passed  for  construction  of  steamboat  for  use  of  police, 


Report  of  police-boat  regulations,  B12 
Kules  and  regulations  for  police-boat  established,  622 
Poor  — see  Overseers  of  Poor;  Soup  for  Poor;  Employment  for 

Poor. 
1'ower.  (Alderman)  —  Remarks  :  on 
ion,  17.  68 
Ward  19,  20.  40 
Smith's  Hiding  School,  31,  38,  50,  55.  303 
Printing  extra  copies  of  report  on  Water  Supp'y,  49,  54 
Railway  crossing  in  Past  Boston,  74 
Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  74,  88 
License  for  plumbers,  82 
Salaries  of  officers  in  Charlestown  Court.  90 
Salaries  of  city  officers,  91,  93,  116,  153,  205 
The  water  supply,  104 
Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  122 
Death  of  Hon.  Chas  Sumner.  127 
Kailway  station  at  Chestnut  dill  Reservoir,  133 
Sale  of  Fort  Hill  property,  150 
Appropriation  Bill,  166.  180 
Reward  relating  to  Katie  Mary  Curran,  171 
Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171,  194 
Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector  from  City  Hall,  1S2,  134 

362 
Watering  streets,  192 
Elevator  "in  City  Hall,  115,  221 
Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  240,  242 
Dummy  engine  on  Union  Freight  Railway  track,  224 
Additional  appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 

Council,  227 
Assistance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  254,  263 
Appropriation  for  Decoration  Pay,  265,  270 
Wood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  267,  287 
Charge  and  disposal  of  city  publications,  270 
A  City  Architect,  2S3 
Watershed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 
Printing  I, nun  extra  Sumner  Memorial,  300 
Damp  l.n  St.  District,  3  io 
Contract  with  Dorchester  Gaslight  Co.,  303 
Extending  name  of  Dudley  St.  through  Stoughton  St.,  313 
Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 
Pur,  base  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  317,  360 
Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  321 
Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  water  supply.  316 
Appointment  of  physician.-,  to  examine  water  qualities,  338, 

361 
Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  383 

Order  to  pay  expenses  of  Com.  on  S.  B.  Flats,  341 
Free  open-air  concerts,  3)2 
Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood,  358 
Contract  for  publishing  the  official  report,  370 
bite  for  new  Court  House,  376 
Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 
Charging  for  licenses  to  pawnbrokers,  etc.,  330 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  397 
Watering  Warren  St.,  Roxbury,  414 
Expenditures  for  Common  and' Public  Grounds,  416 
Rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  427 
Erection  of  Grammar  School-house,  Charlestown,  429 
Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  435,  447 
Sale  ol   city's  land' on  1  leasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 
Establishing  Public  Urinals,  448 
Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 

Using  « 1  pavement  on  Gold  and  Silver  Sts.,  453 

Watering  Park'  Square,  450,  456 

Curbstone  for  4'rcmont-stroet  Mall,  462 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

473 
Petition  of  Highland  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 

473 
Home  for  the  Poor,  474,  502,  506,  575,  580 
Removing  gravel  from  Long  Island,  492 
Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493,  585 
The  vacation,  494 

Erection  of  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  500,  510 
Middlesex  Railroad  in  State  Street,  526 
Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  Street,  527 
Municipal  Curt  Room.  Last  Boston,  530 
Metrop  .litan  n  —  ,,f  Highland  Railroad  track,  553 
Paving. it  V  passageways,  570,586 
Cellars  b.low  grade,  585 
Public  Park,  595 
Vacancies  j,.  Water  Board,  599 
Evening  drawing  school  in  East.  Boston,  600,  614 
Licensing  plumbers,  610 


Fast  driving,  611 

Furnishing  court  rooms,  613 

Alleged  frauds  iii  Sudbury  scheme,  641 

Paving  in  front  of  Faneuii  Hall,  648 

Double  tracks  in  Washington  Street,  646,  049,  633 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  662,  67S. 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  662 

Drake's  History  of  Boston,  690 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  697,  712 

Nautical  School,  713 

Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  721 


Th 

e  Law  Department,  737,  749 

o]    nsatio    for  clerical  services 

sens'  Gaslight  Co.,  743,750 

Ka 

leuil  Hall  sidewalk,  751 

it  (Aldermen)  — Remarks:  on 

Si, 

ith's  Rhling  School,  51,  304 

w 

dening  of  Atlantic  Avenue,  65 

450 


for  plumbers,  82 

Changing  name  of  part  of  Clarendon  Street,  85 

Salaries  of  officers  of  Charlestown  court,  90 

Salaries  ,,f  eity  officers.  91,  93,  116,  153,  205,  215 

Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  122 

I  lea  b  ol   Hon.  I  lharles  Sumner,  126 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 

Appropriation  Bill.  166,  179 

Act.  to  legalize  Normal  School,  171, 194,  213 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  Inspector,  182,  194,  288 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  213,  391,  400 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  241 

Dummy  engine  on  ITnion  Freight  Railway  track, 

A  City  Architect,  283 

License  to  Benjamin  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Squa 

Allowance  for  Fourth  July,  314 

Purchase  of  land  for  Small -pox  hospital,  317 

Additional  copies  of  the  Sumner  Memorial,  322 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes,  338 

Order  to  pay  8.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  service,  340 

Free  open-air  concerts,  352 

Site  for  new  Court  House,  377 

Taking  Beach  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Disposal  of  Boston  Post  estate,  379 

Erection  of  Grammar  School-bouse,  Charlestown,  429 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Streets,  436 

License  to  Benjamin  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Square,  450 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts,  451 

Standpipes  in  public  buildings,  453 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Home  for  the  Poor,  457,  475,  503,  506,  580 

Printing  Solicitor's  Report,  semi-annually,  463 

Petition  of  Middlesex  R.  Co.  to  use  Metropolitan  R.  tracks, 
473 

Metropolitan  use  of  Highland  Railroad  track,  554 

Fast  driving,  561,  611 

Evening  Schools,  563 

Paving  eity  passageways,  570,  585 

Walcott's  Hotel,  582 

Evening  drawing  school  in  E.  Boston,  600,  614 

Licensing  plumbers,  610 

Paving  in  front  of  Faneuii  Hall,  648 

Widening  School  Street,  688 

Horse-ear  blockades,  649,  682,  693 

Exceeding  appropriations,  709 

Nautical  School,  712 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  722 

The  Law  Department,  737,  749 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744 

Faneuii  Hall  sidewalk,  751 
Mnting  -  (see  also  City  Publications)  — 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print,  2 

Discussion  on  printing  additional  copies  of  Water  report 
(Doc.  29,  1873),  49 

Order  for  1,UU0  extra  Sumner  Memorial  rejected,  300;  dis- 
cussion on  reconsideration,  321 

Report,  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Porter  & 
Coates,  Philadelphia,  615 
'robate  —  see  County  of  Suffolk. 
Jublic  Baths  — 

Order  passed  to  repair  and  maintain  free  public  bathing- 
houses,  233 

Order  passed  to  hire  land  and  flats  on  L  St.,  South  Boston, 
for  bath-house,  303 

Act  a  tthorizing  baths  accepted,  736 

?uhlic  Buil  lingj  -'(see  also  Public  Library)  — 
City  Hall,  order  passed  for  repairs,  29 
- —  report  and  order  passe  1  relating  to  public  offices,  35 

order  passed  relating  to  removal  of  office  of  Sealers  of 

Weight-  and  \lea-ures,  181 

discussion,  and  order  passed  for  construction  of  ele- 
vator, 221 

amendment  of  order  relating  to  appropriation  for  ele- 

discussion  on  ventilation,  435 


1 1 
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Public  Buildings,  — repairs  authorize  ',  l:;7 

discussion  on  ventilation,  and  recommittal  with  instruc- 
tions, -147 

(change  of  location  of  offices  authorized,  JOI 

repairs  and  changes  in  heating  apparatus  authorized, 

461 

order  passed  to  provide  steam-pump,  500.  585 

order  passed  assigning  rooms  lor  Committee  on  Paving, 

Committee  and  Superintendent  of  Printing,  and  Park 
Commissioners,  500 
Faneuil  Mall,  order  passed  for  new  scries  of  regulations,  8 

New  rules  and  regulations  adopted,  3D 

reporl  relating  I  i  religious  services  on  Sundays,  118 

Quarter!    r  p  i    of  Superintendent,  506 

Order  pa-.-.-.!  relating  t..  lea.-iug  I'uim  Hall,  West  Roxbury,  9 

Annual  rep.. it  ..f  Superintendent,  IB 

Wilson's  H..tel,  Ward  p.i,  discussion  on  sale  of,  and  order 
passed  to  notify  tenant  to  vacate,  20, 4U 

Order  pa--,  d  t udder  expediency  of  employing  perma- 
nent architect,  S4 

Report  and  order  passed  for  leasing  No.  3J  Pemberton  Sep, 


Order  passed  to  name  the  Town  Hall  in   West   Roxbury, 

Curtis  Hall,  121 
Report  relating  to  hiring  No.  30  Pemberton  S.|.  recommitted, 

130 
Order  passed  for  fitting  up  Town  Hall,  Brighton,  for  Police 
Station,  150 

order  passed  to  hire  No.  BO  Pemberton  Sq.,  169 
,  for  al  .  rations  in  30  Pemberton  Sq.,  282 

i-   I-  .use  No.  4,  order  passed  to  grade  yard 
.-  sidewalk,  in 
id  for  Bale  of  buildings  11  and  37  Washington 


gas 

Hook 


tlf.le 


Sq. 
Order  passed  to  excavate  below  grade  cellar  of  engine-house, 

corner  of  Bristol  St.  and  Harrison  Ave.,  452 
Order  passed  relative  to  stand-pipes,  4~>3 
Branch  office  of  City  Surveyor  authorized  in  old  Washington 

School-house,  401 
Old  City  Stables,  Highlands,  sale  by  auction  authorized,  401 
30  Pemberton  Sq.,  order  passed  for  painting  and  furnishing, 

471 
Municipal  Court,  So.  Boston,  report  and  order  passed  author- 
izing  $I,U00   additional  for    fitting   up   and   furnishing 

rooms,  491 
No.  30  Pemberton  Sq.,  Committtee  authorized  to  employ 

assistance,  4-Jl 
Report  recommitted  with  instructions  relating  to  temporary 

place  for  insane,  duo 
Report  relating  to  temporary  care  of  insane,  545' 
Order  passed  to  fit  up  room  in  court-house,  for  temporary 

care  of  insane,  553 
Order  passed  authorizing  voting  places  for  Wards  20,  21  and 


petition  for  ward- 
1  lot  on  Centre  St., 


22, 
Report  accepted,   leave  to  withdraw 

rooms,  5.j6 
Order  passed  to  sell  old  engine-house 

Ward  17,  507 

Order  passed  to  establish  -ward-rooms  in  Chariest o w n,  60S 
Report  accepted  relating  to  sin. .king  in  ward-rooms,  598 
Order  passed  to  sell  buildings  on  Roxbury  and  King  Sts., 

013 
Public  Institutions  — 

Order  passed  in  regard  to  Almshouse  in  Charlestown,  20 
Home  for  tile  1'oor  —  order  passed  for  directors  to  take  charge 

of  Austin  Kami,  118 
communications  from    Directors,    transmitting   plans, 


474,  r,ul 


lion  and  reconi- 


iply  at  House  of 


Public  La 
Aoinu 
Repot 


of  Superintendent,  10 
ension  of  S-wett  St.,  30 
•arm,    Ward  19,  placed  in  charge  of  Com.  on 

Order  p  .-   .  d  to  place  lands  and  buildings  in  charge  of  Com. 

Report  accepted    leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  relating  to 
wharf  on  Medford  St.,  102 

i  n-.b-r  i       ■■  ■  1  f..r  idling  land  on  Canal  St.  and  rear  of  Har- 

Order  passed  relating  to  selling  land  to  Mass.   Char.  Me- 
chanic Asso.,  123 
Discussion  on  Railway  Station  at.  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  130 
Amendment  concurred  in  relating  to  sale  to  Mass.  Char. 

Mec.  Asso.,  136 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  land  within  Fort  Hill  Hist.,  139 
Fort  Hill  District,  order  amended  relating  to  sale,  150 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relating  to  sale  by  public 
auction  of  city  lands  on  i'lea.-ant  and  iiliot  St.,  430 


( irdci-p.-.  -,,i  to  examine  title   to  puhli  ■  prop,  rtj  in 

>)4u 
Order  passed  relative  to  lot  of  land  on  corner  of  Albany  and 
I  on.ord  Sts.,  741 

Public  Librae;.        .  o-.ei  -p        ,    I   i'o.    ,,,:...,,    t  of  building,  S/l 

Charlestown  City  Hall,  authorized  tor  a  I'.rauch  Library,  204 
I  liscussion  on  and  order  passed  to  clean  and  paint,  161  ' 
Urderpoeeed  to  provide  suitabli  in  Ward 

c,.,,,   ii.  i    ',.,-ter  branch  of  Public  Library,  472 

i  ,ci. in . o.i    .ii,,,,-   from    President,  and  J.   Huntington  Wol- 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  police  station  for  Dorchester  branch 

library,  659 
Order  passed   in  new   draft  to  connect  stamlpipe  with  high 

service,  590 
Order  passed  to  pay  salary  of  late  Win.  A.  Wheeler  to  Feb. 

1st,  699 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  act  on  "  Woleott  Estate,"  713 
Order  passed  to  hire  rooms  for  S.  B.  Branch,  742 
Public  Park  —  Keport  and  discussion,  17 
Discussion  and  votes,  07 
Commissioners  elected,  102,  115 
Commissioners  at  large  appointed,  143 
Discussion  on  petitioning,  694 

Registrars  of  Voters  — 

Act  and  order  relating  to,  140 
Act  accepted,  150 


(Order  passed  allowing  .-.".nil  for  clerical  i 
egistryofDe    ' 
Rewards - 


Rcgii 


'  Deeds  —  see  County  of  Suffolk. 


egarding  Katie  Mary  Curran,  171 


$500  for  infor 

Rules  and  dci,  r- 

Of  1S73  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Of  l.i-t  Board  of  Aldermen,  adopted,  with  amendment,  7 

Of  City  (  .mil.  ,1,  adopted,  7,  8 

Order  passed  for  pocket  edition,  98 

Salaries  — 

Report  of  Com.  on  Salaries  of  city  officers,  67 

Additional  assistant  to  City  Messenger,  S4uo  per  annum,  84 

Discussion  on  salaries  for  officers  of  Municipal  Court, 
Charlestown  Dist.,  90 

Action  on  Salary  Bill,  91,  93, 115 

Second  report  and  action  thereon,  153 

Order  passed  relative  to  horses  and  vehicles  used  by  Super- 
intendents, 157 

Report  on  horses  and  vehicles  used  by  Superintendents,  etc., 

Report  on  horses  and  vehicles  used  by  Supt.,  etc.,  in  Health 

Dept.,  194 
Discussion  on  amendment  to  Salary  Bill,  205,  214 
Report  and  discussion  on  salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters, 

223,  239,  241 
Conference  Committee  appointed  on  Supt.  Streets,  237 
Report  of  Conference  Committee  accepted,  relating  to  Supt. 

Streets,  and  order  passed,  255 
$200  per  annum  to  draw-tender  of  No.  Harvard  St.  Bridge, 

269 
$250  per  annum  to  draw-tender  of  Cambridge  Bridge,  209 
$250        "  "  Western  Av.  Bridge,  26'J 

Discussion  on  salaries   of   constables    at   Municipal   Dist. 

Courts,  408 
Order  passed  relative  to  salaries  of  Superintendents  of  War- 
ren Bridge,  Charles  River  Bridge,  Maiden  Bridge,  and 

bridge  over  Charles  River  near  Collage  Farm  Station, 

432 
Increase  of  salary  of  chief  clerk  in  City  Registrar's  office,  432 
Report  and  discussion  on  salaries  of  officers  of  Municipal 

Courts,  and  order  passed,  451 
Order  passed   establishing  salary  of  officers  of  Municipal 

Court,  Dorchester  Dist.,  463 
Schools  — 

Order    passed    for    repairing,    etc.,    High,   Grammar,   and 

Primary,  29 
Lewis  School,  order  for  additional  temporary  aecommoda- 


40 


Order   passed 

for 

enlar 

building,  2 

Order   passed 

for 

erect 

Qumcy  St 

,  Ward  14 

252 

Order  passed 

i.vha 

e  lo 

added  to  L 

Order  passed  I 

High  Scho 

Order  passed 

o  all 

able 

town,  for 

lraw 

nig  el 

,-  on  Meigs's  desk,  47 
mended  and  accepted,  S4 

Schools,   Brighton,  order 
■coin  modations,  119 

I  Normal  -  J i,  171,194 


;nt  of  Roxbury  High  School 
of  Primary  School-house  on 
t  of  land  on  Centre  St.,  to  be 
i°for  dr!.  wing  classes  in  Girls' 
room  in  ..Id  City  Hall,  Charles- 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF   BOARD    OF   ALDERMEN. 


13 


Prescott  District,  Charlestown,  order  passed  to  provide  ad- 
ditional primary-school  accommodations,  371 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  land  on  West  Fifth  St.,  for 
primary  school  in  Lawrence  District,  401 

Prescott  School-house,  East  Boston,  order  passed  for  alter- 
ations, 401 

Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  grammar  school-house, 
Winthrop  District,  409 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  contract  for  partial  erection 
of  grammar  school-house,  Prospect  St..  Charlestown,  428 

Dudley  School-house,  order  passed  for  repairs,  432 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  site  for  primary  school-house, 
Comins  District,  433 

Purchase  of  site  for  school-house,  G-ibson  District,  author- 
ized, 450 

Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-house  huilding,  Gibson 


Dis 


453 


Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-house,  Comins  Dis- 
trict, 461 

Order  passed  to  erect  primary  school-house,  Lawrence  Dis- 
trict, 4S2 

Report  accepted  relating  to  funds  for  Eliot  School,  W.  Rox- 
bury,  50b" 

Order  passed  to  establish  evening  school  in  Cabot  St.  Bath 
House,  540 

Order  passed  for  free  evening  school  in  Wells  School-house, 
546 

Order  discussed  and  passed,  providing  for  evening  schools, 
563 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed,  to  consider  expediency  of 
evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston,  600 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed,  to  establish  evening  drawing 

Report  accepted,  and  new  reference  ordered,  relating  to  fire- 
Order  passed   to  rescind  order  respecting  new  Winthrop 
School-house,  Gharlestowir,  and  order  passed  for  build- 
ing new  one,  706 
Diseussi.m .  and  order  passed,  relative  to  Nautical  School,  712 
Sealers  of  Wi  ights  and  Measures  —  annual  report,  17 
Order  passed  relating  to  appointment  of  deputies,  66 
I  Irdinaue  ■  passed  changing  olliee  location,  256 

Order  passed  relating  to  Charlestown  District,  300 
Sewer — 

Report  and  order  relating  to  Stony  Brook  Improvement,  74 
Hearing  on  Sewer  in  Brighton,  114 

"  "        in  Commercial  St.,  Dorchester,  203 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  labor  and  materials  furnished  for 

sewer  in  No.  Howard  and  Franklin  Sts.,  Brighton,  and 

discontinuance  of  same,  210 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  relative  to  City's  right  to  drain 

into,  23S 
Order  passed  to  renew  covering  of  Stony  Brook,  341 
Order  passed  to  give  notice  to  sundry  persons  in  vicinity,  of 

intention  to   lay  sewer  extending  from  Dudley  St.  to 

CJuincy  St.,  432 
Notice  from  N.  F.  Safford,  of  sheriff's  jury,  450 
Order  to  extend  in  Summer  St..  452 
Hearing  on  Sewer  in  Brook  Ave.,  454 


Order  to  construct  in  Fairfield  St.,  341 

Han  ford  and  High  Sts.,  380 
"  "  Magazine  St.,  380 

Third  St.,  3S0 
Mareella  St.,  431 
So.  Eden  St.,  431 
Warren  Place,  431 
"  "  Rochester  St.,  431 

"  "  Brook  Ave.,  431 

Eighth  St.,  431 
"  Allston  St.,  452 

"  "  Linwood  St.,  463 

"  "  Harrison  Ave.,  463 

Medford  St.,  479 
Dennis  St.,  479 
Blue  Hill  Ave.,  479 
"  "  Waverley  St.,  479 

Oneida  gt.,  492 
Albany  St.,  492 
Quincy  St.,  499 
Blue  Hill  Ave,  499 
"  "  Putnam  St.,  499 

"  "  Chelsea  St.,  506 

"  "  Mareella  St.,  514 

Sixth  St.,  514 
"  "  Sawyer  St.,  531 

"  "  Centre  St.,  531 


Resolve  and  orders  relating  to  1). 
Order  passed  to  divert  water  on  Dorches 
Report  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  ii 

tal  for  sewer  in  Stone/lilou  St.,  409 
Payment  of  bill  for  dredging  Roxbury  Can: 
Order  passed  to  report  on  expediency  o 

conductors,  516 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  attach  tea 


ssed  to  extend  Stony  Brook  Sewer,  513 


1  Brook.  479 

er  Brook,  4S3 
Mass.  Ho,,.,  iiospi- 


Ordev 

P 

Oriei- 


Mystic 


School  St.' 
Atherton  i 


Kmei-so  i  s-t..  533 
Pen-in  St.,  6S2 
Third  St.,  624 
Sinking  Funds  — 

Semi-annual  report  of  Commissioners,  28,  456 
Small-pox  — 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  purchase  land  for  hospi- 
tal, 317 
Discussion  on  buying  land  for  hospital,  361 
Soldiers'  Relief  —  Qu'arterlv  reports  of  Paymaster,  8, 181,  410,  553 
So.  Boston  Flats  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  expenses  of  joint  special  committee  to 

1872,  341 
Order  passed  to  report  action   desirable  in  relation  to  im- 
provement, 513 
So.  Boston  R.  Co.— 

Order  passed  to  pave  tracks  on  Broadway,  263 
Hearing  on  second  track  on  Fourth  St.,  351 
Additional  track  on  Fourth  St.  granted,  427 
Order  for  location  on  Fourth  St.  reconsidered,  437 
Order  passed  granting  additional  track  on  Fourth  St.,  479 
Location  accepted,  4S3 
Authorized  to  lay  additional  tracks,  703 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

Order  passed  for  distribution  by  Police,  623 

Discussion  on,  and  non  concurrence  on  reference   to  special 

Committee,  662 
Repeated  non-concurrence,  discussion,  and  refusal  to  recon- 
sider, 678,  638 
Petition  from  Lydia  M   Warner,  for  hearing,  687 
Com.  of  conference  appointed,  706 
Report  of  conference  committee  accepted,  inability  to  agree, 

and  adherence,  717 
Report  of  Com.  accepted,  no  action  required  on  petition  of 
Lydia  M.  Warner,  717 
Special  ( ■onnnittees  — 

On  U.  S.  Post  Office,  to  go  to  Washington,  8 

Joint,  to  nominate  city  officers,  S,  18 

Fort  Hill  improvement,  9 

Army  an  l  Navy  monument  on  Boston  Common,  9 


Ass  , 


igto  Frnnkli. 


ission  and  leave 
o  reconsider,  50, 

it  accepted,  and 

stable  on  Back 
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Stebbins  (Alderman)—  remarks  :  on 
Wilson's  Hotel.  Ward  19,  2.1 
Reprinting  report  on  water  supply,  49,  54 
Wuloiiingof  Atlantic  Ave.,  04 

The  Park  questi 89 

Charging  tor  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 
Railroad  crossings  in  Last.  Boston,  73 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards.  76.211,  371,397 
l'orlalile  stoves,  etc.,  on  sidewalks,   S5 
Salaries  of  city  ollieers.  1)1,  1)3,  116,  153,  214 
License  for  pi liers,   S2 

Elevator  in  City  Hall.  115 
Water  supply,  104,  361,402 

Running  ferry  tolls.  120 

police  and  lire-boat.  121) 

Jourdain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,  123 

Death  of  lion.  Chas.  Sumner,  128 

Railway  station  near  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  153 

Appropriation  bill,  167,  181,  IS!) 

Boundary  between  Boston  and  Brookline,  179 

Removal  of  oibee  of  Milk  Inspector,  182 

Horse  railway  system,  192 

Assessment  on  Parker-Memorial  Meeting-TIouso,  204 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  213 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  242 

Additional  appropriation  for  printing  proceedings  of  City 

Transfer  of 'Mass.  Law  Reports  to  Law  Dept.,  227,  237 

Minority  report  on  water  supply.  237 

Assistance  to  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  254 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  206 

Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 

Hampden  St.  District,  300 

Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  317 

Additional  copies  of  Sumner  Memorial,  332 

Free  open-air  concerts.  352 

District  municipal  courts,  359 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 

Contract  for  publishing  the  otlieial  report.  369 

Allowing  police  ollieers  free  pa ov  -r  ferries.  as9 

Salaries  of  constables  at.  municipal  district  courts,  409 

Sale  of  city's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Eliot  Sts.,  436 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall,  447 

Watering  Park  So..,  450,  456 

Salaries  of  officers  in  district  courts.  451 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Barnum's  Hippodrome,  455 

Contract  to  water  Park  Sq.,  456 

Widening  Guild  Row.  456 

Cleaning  and  painting  Public  Library,  462 

Home  for  the  Poor,  515 

Wood  pavements  in  Devonshire  St.,  52S 

Extension  of  Lenox  St.,  529 

•'    Thorndike  St.,  529 

Feeding  horses  in  streets,  539,  546 

Repaying  Lewis  St.,  541 

Hotel  at  City  Point,  562 

Evening  Schools,  564 

Paving  ciiy  passageways,  570 

Bumping  engine's  at  Lake  Coehituate,  598 

Vacancies  in  Water  Board,  599 

Licensing  Plumbers,  610 

East  driving,  611 

Water  for  East  Boston,  622,  624 

Charles  River  water  supply.  623 

Blockades  on  Tremont  St.,  640,  649,  692 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  662 

Limiting  approach  of  cars,  677 

Widening  School  St.,  687 

G-en.  Butler's  otter  of  Sudbury  River,  630,  691 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  695 

Nautical  School,  713 

Water  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744 
Street  Commissioners  —  Annual  report  of,  16 
Streets  — 


Com.  on  Streets  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitration,  9 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  projecting  signs,  19 

Supt.  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  lay  cross-walks,  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  sidewalks, 
number  streets,  erect  fences,  grant  permits  for  moving 
buildings,  grant  permits  to  open  streets,  19 

Regulations  adopted  for  raising  and  lowering  merchandise, 
19 

Order  passed  for  prosecution  of  Daniel  Goodnow  for  main- 
taining a  bay  window,  29 

Projecting  signs,  report  from  Com.  on  Police  accepted,  39 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  63 

Order  passed  to  favor  the  act  authorizing  construction  of 
new  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  64 

Report  and  discussion  on  widening  Atlantic  Ave.,  64 

Discussion  on  charges  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.  and  rejection 
of  order,  72 

Remonstrances  against  widening  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 

Order  passed  changing  name  of  Central  Place  to  Music 
Hall  Place,  84 

Order  passed  to  fill  with  ashes  city  wharf  lot,  Medford  St., 
Charlestown,  84 


Order   pa-sod    relating  to   ; ll     furnace  .  stoves,  etc.,  on 

sidewalks,  B5 

Petition  from  .losiah  (biiney  relative  lo  v,  id,  niiig  of  Atlan- 
tic Ave.,  90 

Order  passed  for  proportionate  assessment  of  sidewalks  and 
s,  101 

Order  passed  for  notice  to  be  given  to  owners  on  Burnt 
Oil.  of  intention  to  raise  grade,  102 

Order  passed  to  give  name  of  Atlantic  Ave.  to  part  of  Broad 
St.,  186 

Supt.  ordered  to  rebuild  the  bulkhead  on  Condor  St., East 

on',  ■  •  ic        I   n  filing  to   projecting  signs,  etc.,  ill  Milk  and 

Water-.-treet  extension,  discussion  on,  167 

Order    passed    relating    to   partition    wall    on    Washington 

Square,  169 
Order  passed  for  repair  of  paving  wharf,  169 
Discussion  on  oriler  lo  pay  s325,l)0U  to  Chas.  (;.  On 

others,  181 
Order  passed  on  Swett-strcet  extension,  181 
Discussion  on  abatement  of  betterment  assessed  on   Porker- 

Memorial  Mcetiug-ilouse,  2i)4 
Order  passed  to  remove  flagstaff's  East  Broadway,  209 
Order  passed  relative  to  projecting  signs,  of  ..  !■<■■ 
for  removal  of  flagstar." 
ver  Sts.,  No.  Brighton,  210 
Order  passed  authorizing  E.  H.  R.   Ruggles   to  cut  down 

tree  on  Richmond  St.,  Ward  16,  214 
Order  passed  authorizing  A.  T.  Howe  to  cut  down  two  trees 

on  Forest  St.,  21-1 
Resolve  and  oriler  from  Street  Commissioners  for  widening 

Shawmut  Ave.  between  Dudley  and  Guild  Sts.,  223 
Order  passed  to  keep  open  old  Providence  Depot  Site,  241 
Di;  ens-ion  on  wood  pavement  in  Kilby  St.,  207 
Order  passed  to   water  Columbus  Ave.  between  Bost.  and 

Albany  R.R.  and  Park  Square,  270 
Order  passed  to  close,  and   lay  tracks  to  grade  Brookline 

Ave.,  270 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  laving  out  Marci  11a 

St.,  to  New  Heath  St.,  270 
Reiiuris  and   orders  from  Street  Commb-ioi  ers  relating  lo 
*  extension  of  Clifton  St.,  and  widening  Levcrett  St.,  2S6 
Discussion  on,  and   order  passed   for   expene     o(    paring 

Kilby   St.,   to   be   charged  to  appropriation   for   Burnt 

Dist.,  2S7 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  tree  on  Waverly  St.,  301 
Order  passed    for    moving    telegraph    poles'  oil    Dorchester 

Ave.,  302 
Discussion  on  order  to  extend  name  of  Dudley  St.  through 

Stoughton  St.,  313 
Order  pa.-sed   for  change  of  conditions  attached  to  land  on 

corner  of  Broadway  and  L  St.,  317 
Order    passed    for    removal   of   projecting    signs,   etc.,   on 

Washington  St.,  335 
Discussion  on  widening  Shawmut  Ave.,  336 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  open  new  avenue  to  Cam- 
bridge, 33S 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  widen  Cross  St.,  33S 
Discussion   on,  and  order  passed  to   pave  Water  St.  with 

wood,  357 
Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Com.  for  widening  Beach  St., 

353 
Notice  received  of  closure  of  Fisher  Ave.  (privat     way   .  3 ".3 
Order  passed  for  removal  of  apple-tree  on  Richmond  St., 


Di- 


on   order   for   taking  Beach   St.    Presby 
ed  for  removal  of  dead  trees  from  Charle 


Coin  m  m  i  St..  order  pas.-ed  to  close  temporarily,  :;su 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  authorized  to  place  poles  on 
Parsons  and  Washington  Sts.,  Brighton,  3a  1 

Order  passed  to  close  and  build  retaining  wall  and  fence  on 
Seaverns  Ave.,  W.  Roxbury,  Sal 

Order  passed  for  collection  of'balf  the  cost  of  laying  side- 
walks on  Chandler  St.,  391 

Order  passed  to  give  notice  to  occupants  of  estates  on  Madi- 
son Place  to  quit  by  Aug.  1,  403 

irovide  means  for  purcha 


Order  passed 

Dis  lussio    i 
Order  passe. 

Ward  10, 
Com.  on  Strec 

R.  relativ 
Report  and  oi 
Order  passed 

i  of  Beach 
tOffi 


414 


Hyde 
;ed  on 


to   Beuj.  Jones  to  sprinkle 
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Disc 
Orde 


avement,  and  macadamize  around 
Court,  So.  Boston,  452 
ood  pavement  in  Gold  and  Silver 
:ioD  laid  on  table,  403 ;  refused,  479 
issed  relative  to  contract  for  water- 


Haven  lot  on  Clifton  St.  in  charge  of 
Com.  on  Paving,  471 
Permission  granted  for  wire  lope  across  Foundry  St.,  473 
Order  of  notice  to  Middlesex  11.  Co.  to  pave  Main  and  Bev- 
erly Sts.,  408 
Report  accepted,  and  opinion  of  cilv  Soli-itor,  relating  to 

passageway  in  rear  of  buildi'i.-  on  Ka-t.-rn  Ave.,  498 
Report  and  discussion  on  allowing  f.i.-t  riding.   I  'S 
Order  passed  for  edgestones, and  paving  on  city  passageway 


fr.ii.)  >l. 


Ord 


w 


for  bound-! 


bet  ween 


Resolves  an. t  orders  from  Street  Commissioners  for  laying 

out  East  Lenox  and  Thorndike  Sts.,  505 
Order  passed  to  fill  up  hole  at  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 

Sts.,  Ward  16,  527 
Order  passed   for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters   front  of 

Discussion,  a i i.l  ■ . i ■ . i .  r  } .  : — . !  m  |...\e  I>.-\-.., -Lire  St.  from 
State,  to  Milk  St.,  with  burnettized  wood,  527 

Report  accepted  relative  to  ob.-truetion  by  street  pedlers,  523 

Report  discussed,  and  order  pa--, -d  to  extend  1  iiM,  -;..     2i 

Report  discussed,  and  order  passed  to  extend  Thorndike 
St.,  520 

Ordinance  reported,  relating  to  fast  driving,  530 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  widening  School 
St.,  540 

Remonstrances  against  fast  driving,  540 

Order  of  notice  to  E.  S.  Johnson  and  J.  T.  Mason  to  quit  on 
extension  of  E.  Lenox  St.,  545 

Communication  from  Ferry  Directors,  requesting  repaying 
of  Lewis  St.,  541 

Discussion  on  feeding  horses  in  streets,  546 

Hearing  on  fast  driving  on  Milldam,  550 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  number  of  horse- 
cars,  556 

J.  W.  Hunnewell  &  Co.  permitted  to  lay  iron  pipe  under 
Bremen  St.,  559 

Order  passed  to  pay  Caleb  H.  Dolbeare  $1,027  towards  ex- 
pense of  retaining  wall,  559 

Order  passed  for  retaining  wall  at  end  of  Yarmouth  St.,  559 

Statements  received  of  number  of  horse-cars,  and  referred 
to  Paving  Com.,  with  instruction,,  ."01 

Substituted  ordinance  passed  relative  to  fast  driving,  recom- 
mitted, 56S 

Orders  of  notice  to  A.  P.  "Wheelock  and  KT.  Adams  to  quit 
on  Silver  St.,  563 

Order  passed  to  accept  passageway  in  rear  of  E.  Chester 
Park, 503 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners  for  Swett-st. 
extension,  574 

Report  on  baiting  horses  in  streets,  584 

Letters  from  City  Solicitor,  reconsideration  of  votes,  and  in- 
definite postponement  of  orders  relating  to  care  of  pas- 
sageways, 585 

Order  passed  to  grant  additional  tracks  to  Cambridge  R.  R. 


Waterloo 


Phineas  B.  Smith  and  John  T.  Sorcn  authorized  to  remove 

trees.  000 
Ordinance  passed  relative  to  rate  of  speed  in  driving.  611 
Communication  from  Chief  of  Police  relating  to  blockades 

by  horse-cars,  611 
Leave  granted  to  ffm.  Homes  to  remove  tree  on  Bellevuc 


St., 


Orde 


Win.  Maker. 

Resolve  and 

doin  St. 

Order  pass. 


or  edgestones,  corner  "Washington  and  Sehoo 
I  17,  641 
permitted  to  place  lamp-post  in  Broadway 

■der  from  Commissioners  for  widening  Shaw 

642 

"'  and  others  permitted  to  set  out  trees,  642 

rcler  from  Commissioners  for  widening  Bun 

for  agreement  with  R.  trustees  for  widenim 


Report  on  Boston  Water  Power  Company's  improvements 
on  Back  Bay,  690 

Discussion  on  horse-car  blockade,  and  order  and  resolve  re- 
ferred to  Paving  Com.,  H92 

Discussion  on,  and  recommittal  of  report  and  orders  re- 
lating to  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets, 
i.95 

Resolve  and  order  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.,  695 

Jamaica  Plain  Gaslight  Co.  authorized  to  lay  tracks  across 
Keycs  St  ,  7u6 

Orders  of  notice  to  quit  passed,  on  South  and  Maiden  Sts., 
707 

Orders  passed  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.  and  assump- 
tion of  betterments,  70S 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  street-sweeping  machines.  710 

Reports  on  recommitted  orders  relating  to  Boston  Water 
Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  streets,  and  discussion,  710 

Order  passed  to  inquire  authority  for  placing  telegraph  poles 
in  Atlantic  Ave  ,  712 

Discussion  on  extending  Sweft  St.,  714 

Post  Office  Square  named,  695;  reconsidered  and  referred, 
714 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  extension  of  Swett  St., 
717 

Report  accepted,  and  order  discussed  and  passed  to  name 
l'o-l  (illm  '  >  poire,  74' 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $400  for 
clerical  services,  741 

Order  passed  to  contract  with  Choate  Burnham  for  300  feet 
of  grading  on  Vale  St.,  748 

Faueuil  Hall  sidewalk,  discussion  on,  751 

Report   accepted,   stating    authority  for   placing  telegraph 
poles  on  Atlantic  Ave.,  767 
-Athens  St  —order  passed  to  establish   grade  between  F  and 

Dorchester  Sis.,  66,  72;  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and 

-  A  rgyle  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  29 
-Alt'ord  St-  — order  passed  to  pave,  262 

-Ashland  St.  — Elisha  T.  Loring  allowed  to  remove  trees,  53 
-Autumn    St.  — Ward   15  — order   passed  to   furnish  and   set 
edgestones,  431 

-  A  Ibert  St.  —order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

471 
-Alban  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  20 

-  Adams  St.  — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones.  370 

-  A  ipine  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  391 
-Am.  ry  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 

-Akron  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones,  and  paving  gutters 

-Albany  St.  —order  passed  to  pave  from  Concord  St.  to  Rox- 

-Alford  St. — Cliarlestown,  —  Boston  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  allowed 


-A  tin 


pave,  between 

arnish  a 
to  pa 


and  C   Sts., 


-  Broadway —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  from 

N  to  Q  Sts.,  167;  order  passed  to  pave  from  Dorchester  to 
H  St..  220;  order  passed  to  pave  between  K  and  L  Sis.,  2S2 

-Beacon  St.  — order  passed  to  water,  102 

-Bolton  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  225;  order 
passed  to  pave,  427  ;  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  lay 
sidewalks.  427 

-Brookliue  Ave.  — order  passed  to  giade  between  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  crossing  and  Muddy  River,  192;  order 
passed  to  grade  between  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  and  Ma- 
ple Ave.  321;  order  passed  to  macadamize  from  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  to  Maple  Ave.,  471;  order  passed  to  set  edge- 
stones. lay  gutters  and  sidewalks,  471 

-Beach  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen,  376;  order  passed  to  take 
surrendered  estate  of  Presbyterian  Church,  4ol 

-  Brooks  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  204 

-  Bower  St.  —order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  263 

-Bromley  Park  — order  passed   to   set   edgestones   and   pave 

gutters.  471 
-Bromley  St.  — order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gut- 

•  passed  to  fill  and  grade  sidewalks,  263 

i  — order  pa-sed   to  grade    and  gravel 

Richmond  Sts..  314 

■  passed  to  pave,  350 

r   ;.  isse.d   to  set    edgestones,  lay   side- 

■town  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones, 

ssed  to  pave,  352 


tcrs.  471 
—  Blue-Hill  Ave. 
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-Crese 

-e'.'i.r,' 


-Cobb 
434 

-Chels. 


416 


-Ward  16  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised 
.—  Ward  17  — order  passed  for  edgestones  and 
th  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  of  es- 


1a  St.  — order   passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks, 

..i  iii   k  --i.l  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  370 
ler  tit.  — order   passed   to  furnish    and  set  edgestones, 

snt  Ave.  — Ward  16  — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set 

stones,  414 

way  St,  —  order  passed  to  pave  from  B.  &  M.  R.  R.  to 

idj  'S  .      I ;  i-  i  ^  1  ■ '  <  >  n  —  ordi  r  passed  to  pave  gutters,  grade 
ma. -a :/e,  r.i  I  :  or  l.-r  passed  to  b  y  concrete  sidewalk 

.  it  of  estate  of  J.  W.  Hollis,  391 ;  order  passed  to  pave 

■rs,  grade  and  macadamize,  408 

St..  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  and  macadamize, 

:a  St.  — order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  furnish  and  set 
stones,  490 

St.  —  Removal  of  tree  authorized,  514 
?s  St.  —  Ward  16 — order  passed  to  grade  and  macauam- 
594 

h  St.  —Ward  16  —  order  passed  to  grade,  695 
lerce  St. —  order  passed  for  laying  oui  and  extension  to 
ntic  Ave.,  70S 

on  St.  —order  passed  to  grade  between  Dorchester  Ave. 
Foundry  St.,  221);  order  passed  to  remove  obstructions 

v    St.  — order   passed  to  set  hack  fence,  and  pave  side- 

,    .    .     extended  over  portion  of  Stoughton  St.,  391; 

.    ,    .        i  to  furnish  and  set  cdge.s(oncs  and  pave  gutters 


o  pave  with  wood,  490,  499, 

i  Sixth  to  Eighth  St.,  220 
imoval  of   obstructions  pro- 
sed to  set  edgestones  and  lay 
as  far  as 


W: 


•Exchange  Place  —  order  pa-sed  to  pave,  220 

•  Essex  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  from  Washington  St.  to 
Harrison  Ave.,  434 

-Egleston  Sep  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade  between  Shaw- 
mtit  and  Walnut  Aves.,  302 

-Eighth  St.  — order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  408 

-Eastern  Ave.  — order  passed  fur  removal  of  obstructions  pro- 
jecting over  line,  402 

-East.  Lenox  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514;  order 
passed  to  extend  to  Fellowes  St.,  677 

-Eighth  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  C77 

-Eden  St.  —  Charlestown  —  George  <_'.  Wright  permitted  to  re- 
move trees,  583 

-  Foster  St.  — Ward  19  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones, 314 


■Fir-I 
fror 

■Fran, 


ton  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalk  in 
passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  gutters,  and 


514: 


—  Fairfield  St.  —  order   passed   for   edgestones,  paving   gutters, 

and  macadamizing  the  roadway,  559 

—  Front  St.  — order  passed  to  pave,  561 

—  Franklin  St.  —  Brighton  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade  be- 

tween Cambridge  St.  and  Boston  &  Albany  E.  R.,  622 

—  Francis  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  north  of  Brookline  Ave., 

—  Guild  Row  — name  changed,  352 

—  Glcnwood   St.,   Koxhurv  —  order  passed  to   set  edgestones, 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  408 

—  Gold  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave  with  wood,  and  lay  sidewalks. 


Gray  St.  —  order   passed 

pave  sidewalks,  414 
Gloucest 


furnish   and  set  edgestones  and 


order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters 
and  macadamize  roadway,  505 
■G  St.  — order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters  and 

sidewalks,  561 
•Greenville  St.— order  passed    for  edgestones  and  sidewalks, 
622 
Granite  St. —  Standard  Sugar  Refinery  authorized  to  lay  gas 

pipe,  623 
Halleck  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  and  to  grade 

between  Uuggles  and  Ward  Sts.,  167 
II  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  plank  walks,  251 
■  Haymarkct  S.[.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  352 
Ife.'ith  St.  —  order  passed  to  set   edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 

471 
Ilaynes  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and 


■Garrison   .'we. —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  391;  order 

passed  to  erect  fences  on  easterly  side,  435 
-  Highland  Sep  —  order  passed  to  pave  unpaved  sidewalks,  506 
-Harrison   Ave.  — order   passed    to   grade   sidewalks    between 

Eustis  and  Dudley  Sts.,  568 


H  St.  —  order  pas 
from  Broadway  • 
llalleek  St.—  ordc 


:id  sidewalks,  02: 


astones  and  pave  gutters,  40S 
set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks 


to 


sidewalks,  from   First 


London  St.,  East  Boston  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  in 

front  of  estates  Nos.  131  to  149,  302 
Leverett  St.  — order  passed  to  widen  2,931  square  feet,  336 
Lexington  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks,  set  edgestones 

and  pave  gutters,  352 

I'ood  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave 


Long 
IJ 


idewalks  between  Wash- 


iiy,. 


e  St.  — c 

15;  order 
SO..-0 


..i  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters  and 

?r  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  561  —  order 

■r  passed  to  substitute  wood  in  place   of 

order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gut- 
nize  roadway,  505 
issed  to  set  edgestones,  170 
or  to  remove  obstructions  projecting  over 
grade,  as  extended,  220 
iX  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  gut- 


r  passed  to  pave, 
Lexington  St  ,  287 
n  —  order  passed 


order  passed 
t  edgestones   a 


-llclvi 
-m'i'i'l 


rder  passed  to 
ve.  471 

„    Dorchester  ■ 
299 
-order  pas 


passed    to    grade 
ade,  362 


stabiish  i 
-  order  passed  to  pave,  490 
•  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  guttt 


•  Midland  St  ,  Ward  16  — order 
M  St.  — order  passed  to  set  ed; 

•  Newcomb  St.  — order  to  chan 

Ward  11,  107 
■North  St.  — order  passed  to  pa 
■  Newborn  St.  — order  passed  to 


—  Neponeet  Ave. 


-  North  Centre 

-Old   Harbor 

Old  Harbor 

-Old   Harbor 


■Court  and  En 
St.  — order  p; 

ce,  Ward  11- 


St.  —  ore 
ters  and  s 
,-ordert 


ed  to  grade,  568 

lame  from  Preseott   Place, 

352 

iblish  grade,  and  to  grade, 

urnish  and  set  edgestones, 

563 
sidewii 

>r   edgestones    and   paving 

passed  to  change  name   to 

1  to  pave,  352 

arnishand  set  edgestones,  370 
to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

id  edgestones  and  pave  gutters, 


ord 


ed  to  gravel,  204 
assed  to  lay  sidewalk; 


edgestones. 
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-Park  St. —  Ward  16  — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  gutters,  371 

-Prentiss  St.  —  orderpassed  to  pave  gutters  and  lay  sidewalks. 
471 

-Pond  St.  —  orderpassed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters,  and 
macadamize  roadway,  505 

-Princeton  St.,  order  for  edgestones,  559 

-Prescott  St.,  —order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between  Sara- 
toga St.  and  Trenton,  597 

-Pleasant  St..Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  widen,  6S8 

-  Ruggles  St.—  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks,  between  Tre- 

mont  and  Parker  Sts.,  299 

-  Richmond  St..  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones, 

lay  sidewalks,  pave  gaiters,  352 

-  Roxbury  St.  —  named,  352 

-  Reading  St.  —  named.  456 

•  Regent  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters 
and  crossings,  527 

-Rockland  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514;  order 
passed  to  grade.  514 

-Russell  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and 
paving  gutters  and  sidewalks,  544 

-School "St.,  Ward  20  —  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalk  with 
brick.  241 

-School  St.,  Ward  17  —  o>-der  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  gutters.  371 

-  St.  James  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  262 

-Shawmut  Ave.  — order  passed  to  widen  between  Dudley  and 
Guild  Sts.,  352;  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 
and  pave  gutters,  371 

-Seaverns  Ave.,  West  Roxbury — order  passed  to  establish 
grade.  300;  order  passed  to  cut  off  or  set  back  building  of 
Mrs.  Sarah  Follan  projecting  over  line.  414 

-Stoughton  St. —order  passed  to  sprinkle,  335;  name  of  por- 
tion changed  to  Dudley  St..  391 

-  Saratoga  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks, 

pave  gutters,  352 
-Short  St.,  Charlestown — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay 
sidewalks,  pave  gutters,  352 

-  Silver  St.  —order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks,  and 

pave  with  wood.  408 

-  Savin  Hill  Ave.  —  order  pas  ed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

and  pave  gutters.  371 

-South  St. rd<  r  passed  to -widen.  434 

-Sixth  SI. —order  pa-sod  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  490 
-Silver  St.  — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  sidewalks,  and  pave  roadway  with  wood.  491 

-  Second  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks  from  I  to  L  Streets,  490 

-  Saratoga  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  sot  edgestones,  and 

pave  sidewalks  between  Prescott  and  Chelsea  Sts.,  490. 

-  South  St..  order  passed  to  pave.  505 

-  Seventh  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  gutters 

and  sidewalks,  561 
-Sydney  Place,  Ward  16  — named,  594. 

-  Sliawniut  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  widen  from  Lenox  to  Rox- 

bury St.,  6S7 

-Tremont  St. —  order  passed  to  lay  sidewalks  from  Kendall 
to  Hammond  St.,  262;  order  passed  to  repave  sidewalk  from 
Tremont  House  to  Park  St,  287;  petitions  for  removal  of 
Paddock  Elms  referred,  36;  remonstrance  against  same,  47; 
discussion  on  removal,  74;  hearing,  and  orderpassed  to  re- 
move, 86  ;  order  to  spare  five  rejected,  92 

-Trenton  St. — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  lay  sidewalks 
and  pave  gutters,  352. 

-Thoriiley  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  514. 

-Union  St. —  order  passed  to  pave,  262 

-Washington  St.  —  order  passed  for  extension  to  Haymarket 
Sq.,  120;  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave  extension,  etc..  1. 
67,  179;  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade  between 
Court  St.  and  Oornhill,  321;  order  passed  for  removal  of 
obstructions  between  Avery  aid  Boylston  Sts.,  431;  order 
to  repave  from  Hay  ward  Place  to  Boylston  St.,  444;  order 
passed  to  sprinkle,  450 

-Washington  St..  Ward  19  — order  passed  to  complete  grading 
and  widening,  between  Cambridge  St.  and  Brookline  line, 
270;  order  passed  to  pave  sidewalks  between  Shawmut  ami 
Shaler  Ave.,  302;  order  passed  to  extend  name  over  Guild 
Row  and  Shawmut  Ave.,  332;  order  passed  for  widening 
opposite  Vernon  St.,  431 ;  order  passed  to  grade  and  macad- 
amize on  new  line  of  widening.  456;  older  passed  to  widen 
part  formerly  called  Guild  How,  455 

-White  St.  —  order  passed  to  lay  brick  sidewalks,  204 

-Warren  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  side- 
walks. 262 

-  Water  St..  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  close  up  openings 

in  sidewalks,  241 
-Warren  St,  Roxbury  —  orderpassed  to  water,  414 
-West  Castle  St.  — changed  to  Castle  St.,  371 
-Water  St. —order  passed  to   pave   with  bnrnettized  spruce 

blocks,  357 
-Woodward  St.  —  order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters 

and  sidewalks,  408 
-Warren   St.,  Charlestown — William   Patterson    allowed   to 

remove  tree,  416 
-West  St.,  Charlestown  — order  passed  to  set  edgestones,  263 


—  Walnut  Ave. — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones 

and  pave  gutters,  473 

—  Walk-Hill  St.  — order  passed  to  establish  grade,  362 

—  Washington  St.,  Ward  17  — order  passed  to  make  passable 

for  public  travel,  427 

—  Webber  St.  —  order  passed  to  remove  obstructions  on  line, 

210 

—  Warren  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  527 

—  Washington  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  from  Chester  So.,  to 

Newton  St.,  553;  order  passed  to  pave  from  Waltham  to 

—  Waterloo  St.,"  Ward  16  — named,  594 

—  Waltham  St. —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  paving  side- 

walks and  gutters,  544 
Suffolk  R.  Co.  — 

Location  to  Haymarket  square  revoked,  491 

Com  on  Northampton  St.  Dist.  vested  with  powers,  37 
Order  passed  for  widening  out  sides  of  streets,  431 
Sumner,  Charles  — Resolutions  in  relation  to  death  of,  127 
Committee  appointed,  127 

Order  to  clear  Streets  for  funeral  procession,  139 
Portraits  of,  presented  to  City  of  Boston,  164,  204 
Resolution  adopted  by  City  of  Brooklyn,  concerning  death 

Order 'passed  to  print  1,000  copies  of  Memorial,  210 
Trustees  of  Art  Museum  authorized  to  receive  the  Sumner 

Bequest,  241 
Vote  of  thanks  to  Carl  Schurz  f  ir  eulogy,  252 
Resolution  of  thanks  to  C.  II.  Brainard  and  others,  for  por- 
trait, and  to  place  same  in  l-aneuil  Hall,  3S0 
Resolution  of  thanks  to   K.  D.   Huntington   and   others,  for 
portrait,  and  to  place  the  same  in  Public  Library,  380 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  —  see  Buildings. 
Swett  St.  District  — 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for  authority  to 
raise  grade  diseu.-sed.  and  referred  to  Com.  on  North- 
ampton St.  District,  300 


-Sl-V-Sl  : 


Orderpassed  to 

Order  passed   p 

School-hous 


Inn 


t  taxes  on  estate  of  Mary  Ilolden.  477 
ing  for  payment  of  taxes   on   Lowell 


678 


Unclaimed  Baggage  — 

Sale  hv  British  and  North  Am.  Royal  Mail  Packet  Co.,  432 
Sale  by  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  740,  767. 
Unfinished  Business  - 

Of  last  year  referred  to  several  joint  committees,  8 

Of  joint  commutes  of  last  year  referred  to  committees   of 

this  year.  8 
Of  last  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  Committees,  9 
Referred  to  next  City  Council  —  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  767  ; 
ordinance  relating  to    Law  Department,  767:  laying  out 
Swett  St.,  767  ;  ali~ business  before  joint  committees,  767 
In  hands  of  Committees  of  the  Board,  referred  to  next  Board 
of  Aldermen,  707 
Union  Freight  R.R.— 

Report  accepted,  authorizing  removal  of  tracks  to  centre  of 
Atlantic  Ave.,  612 

Vacation  appointed.  463 

Discussion  on,  and  vote  to  adjourn  twe 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  Hon.  Carl  Schurz  for  eulogy  on  d 


To  Hon.  Richard  Fiothingl 

416 
ToGe 
To  Ma 
To  Ch 


weeks,  494 

ath  of  Hon.  Charles 

,  for  oration  on  July  Fourth, 

B.  F.  Butler  for  offer  of  Sudbury  river,  767 
r,  and  response,  767 
man,  and  response,  768 

Washington's  Birthday  —  Orderpassed  for  observing,  63 
Water  Works  — Report  of  Cocbituate  Water  Board,  20 

Order  passed  for  Com.  to  consider  expediency  of  connecting 

Farm  Pond  with  Lake  Cochituate,  and  Mystic  Pond  with 

Concord  River,  37 
Discussion   on  priming  extra  copies  of   report  of   Water 

Board,  54 
Order  passed  for  Com.   to   ascertain    purity    of  water    in 

Charles  River,  63 
Order  passed  for  Com.  to  report  mill  privileges  on  Charles 

and  Sudbury  rivers,  63 
Report  from  Printing  Com.  not  to  reprint  report  of  Water 

Board,  accepted,  66 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  union  of  Cochituate 

and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  67 
Discussion  relating  to  consolidation  of  Boards,  77 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relative  to  licensing  plumbers, 

and  regulating  construction  of  water  fixtures,  82 
Discussion  on  addition  to   water  supply  from  Flax  Pond, 

etc.,  and  rejection  of  order,  104 
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of  "Water  Boards,  and  order 
lloitor  on  consolidation  of  AVa- 


Order  passed  relative  to  surveys  of  Mystic  water-shed,  157 

< i'  >-'■'.  ' in.'.-  to  ivport'in  print,  157 

Report  tonsolidation  of  Water  Boards,  and  Act  and  Or- 

Report   ('  ity  Doc.  38    accepted,  237 

i  >r.!i  i  ,...-  el  Lie  ( '(.i-hitiiate  Water  Board  to  report  in  print, 

Order  passed  to  supply  Ward  17  with  water  for  extinguish- 
ing tires,  264 

Communication  from  Water  Board,  relating  to  main  pipe  in 
Wards  13,  14,  15  and  1(3,  266 

i  ommumcal  ion  relal  ing  to  drainage  in  Wards  15  and  17,  267 

Disc  II.— i  e and    or. lei-  passed  rela  ing  to,  water-shed  of 

Or.ler'p  a-     ..  for si  !  ration  of  purifying  Mystic  Pond,  2S7 

Reports  from  Committee  on  Ordinances,  relating  to  consoli- 

.  lating  Water  Boards,  287 
Extension  in  Ward-  13,  14,  15,  16,17  and  19,  301 
Order  passed  for  (  ity  Solicitor  to  attend  next  annual  meeting 

of  Mystic  Kiyer  Corporation,  306 

Water  Board  on  construction  of  sewer, 


Repor 
311 

Order 
15. 

Order 


from  My.- 
passed  fo, 


Order 

of 

Rcpor 


extension  of  water  works  in  Wards  13,  14, 

Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  construct 

serve  Mystic  Lake,  320 

My  tie  Water  Board  to  furnish  estimate  of 

d  non-concurrence  in,  appointment  of  engi- 
tain  possible  water  supply,  336 
ion-concurrence   on  order  to  appoint  three 
>   examine    sanitary    qualities    of  Sudbury, 


-■.i   t'oi    ■  ...1, in, ate  Water  Board  to  report  action 

*sed  for  examination  of  Charles  River  as  a  source 

id   order  passed  to   extend  main  water  pipe  from 
St.  to  City  >,.  .eh  arlestown,  415     ■ 

ission   tuthorized  to  report  in  print,  563 

a: ion  fr !om.  on  Sewer-  relative  to  water  sup- 

issed  to  petition  for  power  to  divert  Pegan  Brook, 

i  passed  relating  to  water  rates,  596 

sed  to  establish  pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochitu- 


passed  for  filling  vacancies  in  Co- 
;,  599 
(lumbers,  and  regulating  water  fix- 


other  ponds  in  Lynn,  624 
jers,  627 
petition  for  supply  from 

relating  to  taking  Sud- 

ncy  of  bonding  land  for 

i  on,  and  order  passed  to 

3d  to  the  Com.  on  Water, 


for  Wards  17  and  19,  643 
d  order  passed  authorizing  bond- 


Meinbi  r.-  of  i  ocliituate  Water  Hoard  electei 

( irder   p a-.-,  d    to   report  ordinance  to  regulate  Mystic  Water 

Mystic  Water  Rates,  order  passed  to  fix  same  as  Cochituate, 

Com.  from  Water  Board,  sta  ing   refusal  of  proprietors  to 

give  free  use  of  Sudbury  River,  679 
Motion   to  reconsider  Gen.  Butler's  offer,  discussed  and  laid 

on  table,  691 


i  of  Board  of  Health,  72 


Report  of  Medical  Commission,  695 

Report  of  Com.  accepted  relating  to  charges  of  fraud,  706 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  Water  Supply  for  E. 
Boston,  707 

Report  relating  to  supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  707 

Report  on  contracting  for  water-pipes,  707 

Order  passed  to  contract  for  pipes,  715 

Order  passed  relative  to  temporary  supply  for  "W.  Roxbury 
and  Brighton,  715 

Report,  discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  Water  Sup- 
ply for  Wards  17  and  19,  715 

Report  and  order  to  seize  Sudbury  River,  and  amendment  to 
order  passed,  767 
Woi  IliiiiL'ton  (Alderman)  remarks:  on  — 

The  Park  question,  17,  68 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,20  40 

Smith's  Riding  School.  31,  37,  50,  303 

Reprinting  Report  on  Water  Supply,  49 

Widening  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  64 

Charges  for  use  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  72 

RlacingMill;  Inspector  under  directioi 

Removal  of  Paddock  Elms,  76,  89,  92 

Licenses  for  Plumbers,  82 

Salaries  of  City  otiicers,  91,  93,  153,  205 

Naming  Curtis  Hall,  121 

The  Water  Supply,  10.3,  371 

Railway  Station  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  136,  153 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  Stable  on  Back  Bay,  139 

Sale  of  Fort  Hill  Property,  150 

Appropriation  Bill,  167,181 

Water  Street  Extension,  168 

Act  to  legalize  Normal  School,  173 

Removal  of  office  of  Milk  inspector,  182,  194,  288,  362 

Elevator  in  City  Hall,  222 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  224,  239,  242 

Expenses  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  226 

Appropriation  for  Decoration  Hay,  265,  270 

Water-shed  of  Mystic  Lake,  284 

'faking  old  High  School  House  for  armory,  289,  314 

Hampden  Street  District,  300 

Extending  name  of  Dudley  St.  through  Stoughton  St.,  314 

Allowance  for  Fourth  July.  314 

Purchase  of  land  for  Small-pox  hospital,  317,  360 

Widening  Shawmut  Ave. between  Diidleyand  Guild  Sts.,33 

Appointment  of  engineers  to  examine  Water  Supply,  336 

Order  to  pay  S    B.  Heustis  for  extra  sei  vice,  340 

Order  to  pave  Water  St.  with  wood,  358 

Contract  tor  publishing  the  official  report,  370 

Consolidation  of  the  Water  Boards,  375 

Appointing  physicians  to  examine  water  qualities,  361 

Taking  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  378 

Widening  Brattle  St.,  430 

Ventilation  of  City  Hall.  435,  447 

Sale  of  City's  land  on  Pleasant  and  Elliot  Sts.,  436 

Establishing  public  urinals,  448 

License  to  Benj.  Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  Sq.,  450 

Defective  conductors  on  buildings,  452 

Standpipes  in  public  buildings,  453 

Home  for  the  Poor,  46n,  470,  501,  506.  516,  580 

Widening  Guild  Row,  456 

Cleaning  and  Painting  Public  Library,  462 

Printing  Solicitor's  repoit  semi-annually,  463 

Grade  of  houses  above  tide  water.  478 

Enforcement  of  the  Grade  Law,  493 

Cellars  below  grade,  494,  584 

Repairs  of  armories,  540,  597 

Evening  Schools,  564 

Paving  city  passageways,  570 

Bridge  on  Ashland  St.,  578 

Standpipes  for  School-houses,  599 

Public  Parks,  594 

Licensing  Plumbers,  611 

Furnishing  Court  Rooms,  613 

Wate- for  East  Boston.  622 

General  Butler's 

Blockades  on  Tre 

Widening  School  St.,  687 

Boston  Water  Power  Co.  and  Back  Bay  Sts.,  695,  711 

Extension  of  Swett  St.,  714,  718 

Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  716 


The  Law  Department,  ' 
Naming  Post  Office  Square,  74( 
Compensation  for  clerical  servii 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  744,  751 
Faneuil  Hall  sidewalk,  752 
Ward  14  — 

Resignation  of  Clerk,  664 


FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  the  Mayor,  767 
Response  of  Mayor,  767 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  768 
Response  of  Chairman,  768 
Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  768 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  768 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  REGLXAR  MEETINGS. 

Called  to  order  bv  senior  member.  George  A.  Shaw,  1 

Address  of  Mr.  Shaw,  1 

Credentials  of  members  received,  and  quorum  reported,  1 

Notice  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  quorum  present,  1 

Convention,  and  qualification  of  members,  1 

Edward  O.  Shepard  elected  President,  1 

Address  of  President.  2 

Washington  P.  Gregg  elected  Clerk.  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  to  Clerk  by  Cily  Solicitor.  2 

Notice  to  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  Common  Coun- 
cil, 2 

Notice  from  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  that  body.  2 

Thursday  evening,  half-past  seven  o'clock,  assigned  for  rcgulat 
meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL    INDEX. 

Adams.  Mr..  Ward  1G  —  remarks :  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  SI 
Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 
New  engine-houses,  259 
The  Water  Supply.  278.  347 
Nonesuch  I'ond  Water  Scheme,  675 


Treasurers  of  Charlestown.  W.  Roxbury,  and  Brighton, 
authorized  to  pay  bills,  3 

Subordinate  employes  retained,  3 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  annexation  of 
Brookline.  183 

Order  relating  to.  and  discussion  on  general  annexation,  1S4 
Annual  reports  — 

Superintendents  and  Boards  authorized  to  present  in  print,  4 
Appropriations  — 

Disposition  of  unexpended  appropriations  from  Charles- 
town.  W.  Roxbury.  and  Brighton,  11 

One-half  of  fees  for  dog  licenses  in  \V.  Roxbury  to  W.  Rox- 
bury Free  Library,  98 

Report  of  Committee,  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and  order  re- 
lating to  Specific  Appropriations,  133 

Action  on  Appropriation  Bill,  141,  146,  162 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  on  transfers  for  closing  busi- 
ness of  financial  year.  159 

Adherence  to  amendment  to  Appropriation  Bill.  174 

Concurrence  in  amendment  to  Appropriation  Bill,  $20,000 
for  school-house  site,  Everett  Dist.,  and  omission  of 
State  Tax.  197 

$150  per  annum  for  ringing  bell  of  Unitarian  Church, 
Brighton.  325 

$344.35  for  reception  and  entertainment  of  Philadelphia 
delegation,  385 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  provide  means  for,  pur- 
chase of  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  also  to  take  the 
property,  4u6 

Discussion  on  transfers  for  certain  school-houses.  Common, 
etc.,  517 

Order  passed  to  charge  expense  of  laying  out  Hunueman 
St.  to  Northampton  St.  District,  755 

Order  passed  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $400  for  services  as  Clerk 
of  Com.  on  Streets.  755 

Order  passed  to  pay  bills   of  certain  city  officers  for  extra 
services,  756 
Appropriations,  additional  — 

$lo,000  for  Overseers  of  Poor,  145 

§36.000  for  Fire  Department.  145 

$2,500  for  Assessors'  Department.  145 

$1,500  for  reporting  and  publishing  proceedings  of  City 
Council,  245 

$250.04  tor  rilling  flats  rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Charles- 
town,  347 

$4,400  for  grading  and  paving  yard  of  Lowell  School-house, 
Ward  15,  536 

$27,700  on  Bennet  School-house,  Brighton.  536 

$2,000  for  land  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  Sts.,  536 
Appropriations,  transfers  authorized  — 

$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  SO 

83,300     ••  ••  ••     to  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,   80 

$10,000"  »  "    to  House  of  Correction,  80 

$5,000     "  "  "     to  Bridges,  98 

$36,000-'  «  »     to  Fire  "Department,  159 

$10,000''  •<  '•    to  Overseers  of  Poor    159 

$10,000  •'  "  >•     to  House  of  Industry,  159 

$S,000    "  "  "    to  East  Boston  Ferries.  159 

$1,730.39  from  Pauper  Expenses  to  House  of  industry,  159 


$16,376.42  from 
Hanover  St.. 

$3,900  fron 


idening  Hanover  St.  No.   2  to  Widening 


lie-served  Fund  to  Salaries.  310 

•'  "      to   Primary  School-house,  East 

Boston,  445 
$6  000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  446 
$27,700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Bennett  Grammar  School, 

Brighton,  536 
$4,400  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Grammar  School,  Ward  15, 

536 
$2,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Cottage  Place  School  site,  536 
$700  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Common,  etc.,  536 
$30,000  from  Waterworks  to  Water  Works  in  Wards,  13, 

14. 15  and  16,  566 
$20,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Water  Works  in  Wards  13, 

14.  15  and  16,  566 
$1,500  from  Incidental  Expenses  to   Contingent  Fund  for 

Board  of  Aldermen,  566 
$2,500  from  Reserved  Fund  to  standpipe  in  Public  Library, 

592 
$500  from  Reserved  Fund  to  King  St.  School-house,  593 
$5,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Armories,  616 
$1,200  from   Quarantine    for    repairs   on    steamer   Samuel 

Little,  631 
$2,900  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Church-St.  District,  761 
$27,0ti0  from  Reserved  Fund  to  Public  Buildings.  761 
$48.36  assessed  tax,  to  Grammar  School  site.  761 
$77,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Shawmut  Ave.,  761 
$42,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Leveret*.  St..  761 
$73,000  from  Reserved  Fund  to  widening  Commerce  St.,  761 
$2,o00  from  Quarantine,  for  steamer  Samuel  Little,  761 
Army  and  Navy  Monument  — 

Order  passed  to  appoint  Committee,  10 
Art  Museum  — 

Order  passed  for  trustees  to  receive  bequest  of  Charles  Sum- 
ner, 243 
Armories  — 

Discussion  on  extra  appropriations,  616 
Assessors  — 

Report  accepted  on  eligibility  of  E.  B.  Spinney  and  A.  G. 


W' 


81 


500  copies  annual  report,  27 


23 


Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1874-5.  DO 
Order  passed  for  printing  i 


Badges  — 

Discussio 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  appointment  of  commit- 
tee to  procure,   34 
Ballast  Lighters  — 

Discussion  on  filling  vacancies,  and  reference  to  next  City 

Barnes  Mr.,  Ward  11 —  remarks :  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  108 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S2 

Resolutions  passed  relative  to  death  of,  504 
Barrv,  Mr.,  Ward  7— -remarks :  on 

Badges.  35 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge.  291 

Site  for  school-house,  Lawrence  District,  445 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  685 
Baths  —  see  Public  Baths. 
Beal,  Mr.  Ward  16  —  remarks :  on 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  97 

The  Buriill  Claim,  247 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  River,  604 
Bearce,  Mr.,  Ward  11  — remarks:  on 

The  Water  Supply,  348 

Sudbury  River  scheme.  72S 

Swett  Street  Kxtension,  756 
Boardman,  Mr.,  Ward  14  — 

Elected  President  pro  tern...  363 
Remarks:  on 

Death  of  Charles  Sumner.  128 

The  appropriation  Bill,  174 

Allowance  to  G.  A.  R.  for  Decoration  Day,  243 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  290 


m  Hi: 


nan  B.  Barnes,  504 
>  of  jobbery,  etc.,  674 


Thanks  to  President,  765 
Bonds- 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  converting  Charles- 
towu  $5,000  bonds,  430 


20 


INDEX    TO    IM;<H'Ki;iH\<:S    (>[•'    COMMON     (MX/NCIR. 


Report 


vpClIie 


t  to  convert  Charlestown   $5,000   bonds 

into  $1,000  accepted,  511 
Bonds  of  Oily  Officers  — 

Order  passed  for  annual  examination,  323 
Report  accepted,  correct  and  sufficient,  565 
Boston  and  Albany  li.  R.— 

Order  passed  to  [lelition  for  change  of  location,  78 
Brackett.  Mr.,  Ward  10  — 

Elected  President /jrotem.,  381 
Remarks :  on 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

Bunker  Hill  District.  20 

The  Salary  Bill,  110,  132,  160,  178,  200 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  144,  162 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc,  132,  160,  178,  200 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  144.  162 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

General  Annexation.  185 

Payment  of  Normal  School  Teachers,  216 

The  Burriil  Claim,  216,  259 

Amending  sect.  17  Rules  and  Orders,  261 

Consolidating  the  Water  Boards,  444 

Death  of  Councilman  llillman  B.  Barnes,  504 

Raising  buildings  on  territory  bounded  by  Washington  St., 

Harrison  Ave.,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  Sts.,  533 
Drainage  of  Myslie  Basin,  617 
Water  Supply,  621 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  637 
Employment  for  the  Poor.  600 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  700,  735 
Thanks  to  President,  765 
Bridges  — 

Report  of  Commissioners  of  bridges  between  Boston  and 

Cambridge,  32 
Discussion  on   construction  of  new  bridge   between  Boston 

and  Cambridge,  78 
Order  passed  relative  to  pay  of  Supts.  of  Charlestown  and 

Brighton,  98 
Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  order  passed  authorizing  contract  for 

construction,  418 
Ordinmce  passed  for   election   of   Supts.   of   Charlestown 

bridges.  423 
Superintendents  appointed  temporarily.  439 
Request  for  license  to  build  bridge  over  South  Bay,  468, 
Superintendents  elected,  506 
Eastern  Ave.,  order  passed  passed  to  change  grade  of  draw. 

Buildings  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  giving  Com.  on  Survey,  etc.,  full 

powers,  32 
Order  passed  relative  to  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  roofs, 


Boston  College,  7' 

Order  passed  relative  to  change  of  restrictions  in  building 
Boston  College,  79 

Report  relating  to  ordinance  for  three  additional  inspectors, 
78 

Discussion  on  order  for  removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston 
College.  97 

Vote  to  recede,  and  concur  with  Aldermen,  relative  to  re- 
strictions on  Boston  College,  113 

Concurrence  in  reference  of  order  relating  to  railway  station 
near  Chestnut. Hill  Reservoir,  163 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  regulation  and 
inspection,  174 

Report,  accepted,  not  competent  for  City  Council  to  delegate 
powers  given  by  statute,  174 

Order  passed  relating  to  sale  of  Boston  Post  estate,  406 

Order  passed  for  sale  by  public  auction  of  11  and  37  Wash- 
ington Sq.,  418 

Order  passed  for  repair  of  Armory  Imildingon  Maverick  St., 
424 

Oliver  L.  Shaw  continued  as  Inspector,  536 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  extension  of  building 
limits,  6ul 
Bunker-Hill  District- 
Discussion  on  naming,  26 
Burditt,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 
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tect,  248,  273 

Ferry  passes  to  city  employes.  446 
Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund.  517 
Expenditures  on  Mather  Schoolhouse,  537 


Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  089,  038 
Steam  pump  and  tire  pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 
Standpipe  for  Public  Library,  592 

Caton,  Mr..  Ward  11  — 

Elected  to  fill  vacancy,  547 

Appointed  on  committee  on  Public  Institutions,  549 

"  "  "  '•   Common  and  Public  Grounds, 

549 
Remarks  on  Water  Rates,  593 
Cawley,  Mr.,  Ward  2  —  remarks:  on 
The  Salary  Bill,  200 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  656,  684,  735 
Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 
Filling  vacancies,  Inspectors  of  lighters,  755 
Cemeteries  — 

Com.  on  Mt.  Hope  appointed  for  Cedar  Grove,  42 
Evergreen,  order  passe.  1  relative  to  expenses,  78 
Woodlawn,   order    passed    to   cancel    contract   by   city  of 

Charlestown.  439 
Mt.  Hope,  —  Reports  accepted  inexpedient  to  purchase  addi- 
tional land,  and  inexpedient  to  grant  $4,200  more  for 
receiving  tomb,  557 
City  Charter- 
Resolve  passed  for  commissioners  to  report  in  time  to  obtain 
action  at  present  session  of  Legislature,  62 
City  Council  — 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  last  year,  as  amended,  adopted,  10 
Order  passed  relating  to  publishing  proceedings,  325 
Discussion  on  the  contract  for  the  official  report,  and  refer- 
ence to  Special  Committee,  381 
Report,  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  Globe  Publishing 

Co.  respecting  award  of  contract,  accepted,  511 
Invitation    accepted  to  witness  parade  of   Roman  Catholic 

Temperance  societies,  533 
Mr.  Caton  appointed  to  vacancies  in  joint  committees.  549 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  dedication  of  Brighton  Branch 
Library,  566 
City  Engineer  — 

Annual  report,  57 

Order  passed  to  purchase  furniture  and  supplies,  80 
City  Hospital  — 

Resignation  of  C.  J.  Prescott,  trustee,  accepted,  5 

Order  passed  to  report  in  print,  281 

Gift  of  $1,000  from  George  Goodnow,  386 

A.  H.  Caton  elected   Trustee,  557 

Order  passed  to  report  information  in  regard  to  greenhouse, 

558 
Communication  relating  to  greenhouse,  576 
City  Ordinances  — 

Order  passed  to  prepare  and  print  Digest,  439 
City  Publications  — 

Order  passed  for  Ordinance  relating  to  disposal  of,  290 

Discussion  on  care  of  City  Documents.  311 

Report,  discussion,  and  ordinance  passed  relating  to  City 

Documents.  533 
Order  passed  authorizing  index  to  City  Documents,  557 
Amendment  of  Ordinance  referred,  576 
Ordinance  passed  authorizing  sale,  670 
Order  passed  for  Binding  City  Documents,  and  Proceedings 

of  City  Council,  764 
Order  passed  to  pay  $500  to  Clerk  of  Council  for  service  in 
preparing  Journal,  764 
City  Registrar  — 

Annual  report,  325 
City  Solicitor  — see  Law  Department. 
City  Surveyor  — 

Authorized  to  purchase  necessary  materials,  32 
City   Stables  —  order  passed  to   sell   city  stable    on    Polk  St., 
Charlestown,  517 
Additional  shed,  and  storeroom   authorized  at  South  and 

West  City  Stables.  536 
Order  passed  to  set  apart  land  for  Health  and  Paving  Dept., 


547. 


Burriil  Claim,  discussion  on.  24,  218.  246,  258 

report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  134 

Order  to  pay  $5,000  to  Smith  &  McGaragle,  80 

Order  pa-sed   to  petition  for   act  authorizing   payment  of 

certain  bills,  511 
Now  certificate  to  Mary  R.  Gihbens,  667 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed   to  accept  clock  of  So.  Evangelical  Soc,  W. 

Roxbury.  383 
Order  passed  to    ] 
Evangelical  So..,   - 
Committees  — See  Introductory  Note;  also  Special  Committees. 
Common  Council  — 

Journal,  order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  3 

Personal  explanations  by  the  President,  6,  13 

Request  to  appoint  members  Special  Police,  26 

Members  appointed  Special  Police.  33 

Order  passe, 1  changing  hour  of  meeting  to  eight  o'clock,  217 

Discussions   on   the    expediency   of   Informal  Conventions, 

234 
Order  for  amending  sec.  17  of  Rules  and  Orders,  261 
Communication  from   reporters,  relating  to  statement  con- 
cerning Globe  reports.  406 
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Decision  on  parliamentary  rule,  relating  to  adjournments 
without  a  quorum,  438,  469 

Special  meeting  called  July  31st,  464 

Special  meeting  called  Aug.  I,  481 

Remarks  and  resolutions  passed  relative  to  death  of  Coun- 
cilman Hillman  B.  Barnes.  Ward  11,  504 

Order  passed  to  drape  seat  of  late  Mr.  Barnes,  504;  arrange- 
ments for  funeral,  504 

Order  passed  notifying  vacancy  occasioned  by  decease  of 
Hillman  B.  Barnes,  524 

Qualification  of  Mr.  Caton  of  "Ward  11,  547 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 

Order  passed  for  land  between  Columbus  Ave.,  Eliot  St. 
extended,  and  Pleasant  St.,  to  be  set  apart  as  a  public 
ground,  217 

Orders  passed  authorizing  expenditures,  245 

Concurrence  in  amendment  to  order  relating  to  vacant  lot 
between  Columbus  Ave..  Eliot  St.,  and  Pleasant  St.,  245 

Order  to  ascertain  cause  of  destruction  of  trees,  261 

Discussion  on  removal  of  asphalt,  307 

Discussion  on  bird-houses,  309 

Order  passed  to  purchase  bird-houses,  325 

$3,409  additional  for  laying  out,  grading,  etc.,  square  on 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  325 

Order  passed  to  provide  music,  350;  notice  of  non-concur- 
rence, 364 

$1,300    additional  for  loam,  386 

$10,000         "  •'   labor,  386 

$800  "  "  sods,  3S6 

$6,500  "  "   plants,  386 

$1,000  "  "  team-work,  445 

$1,200  "  "   Blaekstone  and  Franklin  Squares,  445 

$2,200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason-work,  and  paiuting, 

$800  additional  for  sods,  445 

Order  relating  to  estates  adjoining  Orchard  Park,  446,  464 

Order  passed  for  sale,  by  auction,  of  old  greenhouse,  Public 
Garden,  464 

Report  and  order  authorizing  contract  for  granite  curb,  etc., 
reierred  to  Committee  on  Finance,  with  leave  to  report 
to  either  branch.  464;  report  and  orders  submitted  to 
Council,  464;  orders  reported  substituted  for  previous 
orders,  and  laid  on  table,  465;  order  to  consider  expe- 
diency of  widening  'Fremont  St.,  discussed,  and  laid  on 
table,  465;  order  to  consider  expediency  of  dividing  Bos- 
ton Common  into  house-lots  discussed  and  indefinitely 
postponed,  465 

Order  passed  for  improvement  of  Washington  Park,  522 

Order  passed  for  iron  fence  and  improvements  in  square  on 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  522 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  erection  of  fountain  in 
Independence  Sq.,  522 

Order  passed  relative  to  public  park  on  Back  Bay  Square, 
565 

$600  additional  for  team-work.  575 

$5,000  for  labor  on  public  grounds,  575 

Discussion  on  Greenhouse  for  Public  Garden,  591 

$203.50  for  improvement  of  Eagle  Sq.,  E.  Boston,  616 

$112.50  additional  for  purchase  of  loam,  616 

$800  additional  for  fences,  etc.,  613 

$50  additional  for  Eagle  Sq.,  755 

$461.62  additional  for  tools  and  repairs,  755 

$232.30  •'  '■    lumber,     carpentering,      mason-work, 

and  painting,  755 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

President  authorized  to  approve  bills,  11 
County  of  Suffolk  — 

Indefinite  postponement  of  order  to  place  fence  on  roof  of 
Court  House,  32 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for,  building  prison  car- 
riage, 418 
Crocker,  Mr..  Ward  6  —  remarks :  on 

Bunker-Hill  District,  27 

Badges.  35 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  79,  97,  113 

The  Salary  Bill,  132.  161,  176,  197 

The  Water  Supply.  23;.  275.  2u4.  364,  590,  619 

The  expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  235 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  estates  on  So.  Market  St.,  243 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309 

Care  of  City  Documents,  311 

Interest  on  taxes,  345 

Small-pox  hospital,  364 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S2 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  422,  444,  466 

Sale  of  city  publications,  533,  576 

Title  to  City  Property  in  Ward  19,  536 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  658 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  671,  676,  6S6,  702 

Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  727,  764 
Crowley,  Mr.,  Ward  7 —  remarks:  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 

Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

The  Salary  Bill,  175,  201 

New  engine-houses,  245,  260 


Falary  of  Supt.  of  Dover  Street  Bridge,  290 

Site  for  School-house,  Lawrence  District,  425,  445 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  657,  635 

Dacey,  Mr.,  Ward  20  — remarks  :  on 

Badges,  24,35 

Bunker-Hill  District,  26 

Restrictions  on  Boston  College,  79 

Election  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  106 

The  Salary  Bill,  107,  131,  160,  175 

Sale  of  land  to  Mass.  char.  Mech.  Assoc,  130 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  142, 162 

General  Annexation,  186 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  244 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  272,  290 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S2 

New  Grammar  School-house,  Ivlgeworth  St.,  Charlcstown, 
438 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  422,  466 

Ferry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 

Widening  Tremont  St.  on  Boston  Common,  465 

Home  for  the  Poor,  521 

Waste  Water,  588 

Steam-pump  and  lire. pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 

Stand-pipe  for  Public  Library,  592 

Water  Rates,  593 

Licensing  Plumbers,  605 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  656,  685,  700,  734 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  659 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  636,  701 

Mystic  water  rates,  670 

Prospect-street  School-house,  703 

Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  725,  761 

Filling  vacancies.  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  755 

Thanks  to  President,  765 
Day,  Mr.,  Ward  1  — remarks:  on 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 

Ferry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 
Dean,  Mr.,  Ward  12  — 

Elected  President  pro  tern..,  404 
Remarks :  on 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

The  Water  Supply,  25,  34,  61,  2)2,  274,  275,  203,  331,  350,  335, 
590,  618 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  land  of  Boston  College,  97 

The  Salary  Bill,  108,  131,  160,  178,  19S,  249 

Death  of  Charles  Sumner,  128 

Sale  of  land  to  Mass.  (  bar.  Mech.  Assoc,  130 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  144 

Salaries  of  inremen,  etc,  146 

Closing  Transfers  of  financial  year',  159 

General  Annexation,  186 

Establishment  of  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  159 

Taking  gravel  from  Long  Island,  217 

Assistance  to  City  Solicitor,  229 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  234 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  243 

Employing  a  (_  ity  Architect,  248 

New  engine-houses,  259 

Ordinance  relating  to  removal  of  manure,  263 

Consolidation  of   Water  Boards,  440,  466 

Home  for  the  Poor,  518,  523 

Fountain  in  Independence  Square,  523 

The  proposed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 

Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  565,  638 

Waste  Water,  587 

Public  Park,  593 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Coehituate,  603 

Preliminary  statement  from  Medical  Commission,  693  . 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  Kiver,  604 

Licensing  Plumbers,  605 

Drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  617 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc,  632,  702 

Proposed  new  Water  Board,  638 

Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  728,  762 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  734 

Swett  St.  Extension,  760 

Books  for  Law  Department,  760 

Thanks  to  President,  765 
Dedham  St.  District  — 

Report  and  order  passed  in  new  draft,  591 
Denny,  Mr.,  Ward  9  — 

Elected  President  pro  tern.,  10 
Remarks :  on 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  3,  631,  656 

Public  Park,  3 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23,  60 

Garden  District,  27 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc,  34,  674,  701 

Removal  of  old  Mather  School-house,  59 

The  Salary  Bill,  107 

The  Water  Supply,  232,  260,  275,  348,  620 

Expediency  of  informal  Conventions,  234 

Salaries  of  Liegistrars  of  Voters,  244 

Hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  307,  363 

Interest  on  taxes,  323,  345 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 
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Consolidating  Water  Boards,  410,  422,  440,  407 
Death  of  Coiincilnian  11  ill  man  B.  Barnes,  504 
Waste  Water,  588 


ithorized  to  sign  agreement,  245 


Elc 


■  passed  to  petition  for  change  of  location,  78 


and  order  passed  accepting   net   establishing  Regis 
trars  of  Voters,  and  regulating  Voting  Lists,  216 
Elections.  Municipal  — 

Reports  of  Committees,  4 

Martin  Lynch  superseded  by  W.Elliot  Woodward,  4 
Report  on  Ward  15  accepted,  25 
Employment  for  the  Poor  — 

Discussion,  and  order  passed,  658 

Notice  of  rejection  by  Board  of  Aldermen,  667 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  for  new  drop   and   tank,  and   for  coal-shed 
216 

Order  passed  to  repave  avenues  in  city   proper  and  East 
Boston,  leading  to  North  Feny,  216 

Report,  discussion,  and  order  laid  on  table  for  free  passes  to 
city  employes,  446 

Sanme'l  B.  Hopkins  elected  Director,  547 
Fire  Department- 
Report  of  Commissioners  for  Dec,  4 

Discussion  on  referring  report  of  Commissioners.  81 

Order  passed  relative  to  increasing  members.  113 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  salaries,  146 

Ordinance  passed  to  amend  ordinance  to  establish  Fire  De- 
partment, 163 

Reports  on  new  engine-houses,  258 

Discussion  on,  and  orders  passed  for,  erection  of  new  engine- 
house  on  Dover  and  Dartmouth  Sts.,259 

Discussion  on  delay  of  annual  report,  406 

Commissioners'  report  for  June,  423 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  August,  511 

Order  passed  to  pay  $150  to  family  of  Mark  W.  ITayes,  549 

Order   passed  to  pay  Joseph   Winloek  §500  for    lurnislnng 
true  meridian  time,  587 

Report  accepted  relative  to  protection  in  Ward  17,  658 

Report  of  Kire  Commissioners  for  Nov., 686 
Flynn.  Mr..  Ward  7  — remarks:  on 

The'  Park  question,  14 

Wilson's  Motel,  Ward  19,  23 

Radges,  24.  35 

The  Water  Supply,  25,  329 

L. inker  Hill  District,  20 

Garden  District,  27 

Extension  of  Swett  St..  32 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  Boston  College,  97 

Public  urinals.  98 

'I  he  Salary  Bill.  107. 131.  160,  175,  197 

Sale  of  land  to  Mass.  Char.  Mcch.  Assoc,  130 

Hiring  part  of  Niles'  block,  131 

Consolidation  of  Water  B  inrds.  133,  419.444,  467 


Sa 


he  A I 


Armory  of  Co.  F.  First  Reg    Inf..  246 

Salary  of  Supt.  Dover  St.  Bridge,  272 

Purchase  of  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  405 

Widening  of  Shawn,,, t.  Ave..  425 

Site  for  School-house,  Lawrence  District,  425,  445 

Widening  of  Tremont  St.,  on  Boston  Common,  465,  548 

Sale  of  city  publications,  534 

Public  Park,  593 

Water  supply  from  Charles  River,  603 

Investigaiion  of  assertions  ot  jobbery,  etc.,  632.  661 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  631,  654.  084,  700 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 

Widening  School  St.,  686 

Sudbury  River  Scheme.  725 

Filling  vacancies,  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  755 

Swett  St.  Extension,  760 
Fort  Hill  Property  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  sell,  141 

Order  passed  to  examine    title,  and  report  conditions  city 
may  prescribe,  468 
Fort  Hill  Wharf- 
Order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Paving  Department,  368 
Fourth  of  July  — 

Order  passed  for  celebrating,  292 

Discussion  on  appropriations,  310 


Concurrence    with   Board   of   Aldermen    in    appropriating 
$20,000,  324 
Funds- 
Order  passe. 1  on  disposal  of  Brighton  and  Charlestown  In- 
vested Funds,  325 
Report   accepted   of   Treasurer's  Accounts  of  Gibson   and 

Stoughton  Trust  Funds,  381 
Order  passed  relative   to    trustees  of   Charlestown    Poor's 
Fund,  511 


Invitation  from  Post  21  for  Decoration  Day,  accepted,  216 
Discussion  on  allowing  each  Post   S200  for  Decoration  Day, 

244 
Order  passed  to  allow  S200  to  N.  P.  Banks  Array  and  Navy 
Veteran  Corps  for  Decoration  Day,  257 
Garden  District- 
Discussion  on  naming,  27;  indefinitely  postponed,  62 

Hampden  St.  District— see  Swett  St.  District. 
Harbor  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  report  on  taking  gravel 

from  Long  Island,  217 
Communications  from  Mayor,  Harbor  Commissioners,  and 

General  Thorn,  relating  to  taking  of  gravel,  248 
Report  accepted  relative  to   removal  of  gravel  from  Long 

Island,  257 
Order  passed  to  pay  Commonwealth  for  tide   water  dis- 
placed, 533 
Harrington,  Mr,  Ward  8  —  remarks:  on 
The  Salary  Bill.  100,  132,197 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  143 
Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 
Fourth  July,  310,  324 

Wideiiini;  Tremont  St.  on  Boston  Common,  465 
Health,  Board  of — 

Communication  relating  to  public  urinals,  445 
Order  passed  authorizing  locations  of  public  urinals,  464 
Appointment  of  Henry  G.  Crowell  confirmed,  vice  Albert 
T.  Whiting  resigned,  700 
Health  Department  — 

Sup't  authorized  to  purchase  hay  and  grain,  etc,  32 
Contract  authorized  for  removal  of  house  offal,  East  Boston, 

and  W.  Roxbury,  272 
Order   passed    to   report  action   taken   in   regard   to  public 

urinals,  350 
Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  public 
health,  indefinitely  postponed,  363 
Home  for  the  Poor  —  see  Public  Institutions, 
liunnewell,  Mr.,  Ward  10  — remarks:  on 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  -3,  43 
The  Water  sup ply,  61 


■  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  133 
Sill.  142 
me,  729 


Kent,  Mr.,  Ward  21  —remarks  :  on 
Bunker-Hill  District,  26 
The  Salary  Bill,  10S,  131 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  174 
The  Wider  Supply,  233,  231,  350, 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  2 
loying  a  City  Architect, 


New  G 


ill  Jill 


Edgeworth  St.,  Charlest'n,  439 


General  Annexation,  385 
Death  of  Councilman  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  504 
Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  63: 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  6S5 
Sudbury  River  Scheme,  704,  730 
Kimball,  Mr.,  Ward  0  —  remarks  :  on 
Badges,  23,  34 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 
The  Salary  Bill,  108,  131,  178,  202 
Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 
Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  234 
The  Burril'l  Claim,  246,  259 
The  Water  Supply,  279 

Purchase  of  Beach  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  4 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  444 


'ard  19,  537 

ry,'  590,  592 

ater  Board,  616 

of  jobbery,  etc,  636,  671,  701 


Soup  for  the  Poor,  656 
Swett  St.  Extension,  757 
KiDg  Kalakaua  — 

Order  passed  for  reception,  725 

Lamp  Department  — 

Order  passed  to  set  apart  portion  of  city's  land  i 

St.,  323 
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Law  Department- 
City  Solicitor,  Annual  report,  57 

Order  passed  relative  to  semi-aunual  reports,  78 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  dispense  with  semi-annual 
reports,  106 

Reconsideration  relating  to  semi-annual  reports,  and  recom- 
mittal, 135 

Order  passed  to  furnish  temporary  assistance  to  Citv  Solici- 
tor, 229 

Order  passed  to  transfer  Mass.  Reports  from  Dorchester  to 
City  Solicitor's  office,  244 

Discussion  ou,  and  order  passed  relative  to  city  property  in 
"Ward  19,  536 

Order  passed  to  purchase  law  hooks,  760 
Leach,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 

Conveyance  of  land  to  Mass.  Char.  Meeh.  Asso.  for  site  for 
building,  131 

The  Salary  Bill,  132,175 

The  Appropriation  Mill,  162 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  235 

Balarj  of  Snp't  Dover  St.  Bridge,  290 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S3 


i.-ion,  759 


Order  passed  for  committee  to  look  after  all  acts  for  annexa- 

ation,  etc.,  97 
Loans  — 

$100,000  for  Devonshire  St.  extension,  78 

$260,090   for   exten-ioii   of  Washington    St.  and   Haymarket 

So,,  97 
Report  relating  to  loan  of  $1,620,000  for  Burnt  District,  113 
$1,620,000  for  Burnt  District  Loan,  159 
$200,009  for  Northampton  St.  District,  174 
$60,000  for  Water  for  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16,  17  and  19, 291,  307, 


$-l.ii  'o.ono  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  :u; 
$194,000  for  widening  Beach  St.,  445 
$57,000  additional  for  Street  I 


445 


Loan,  Beach  St., 


Long 


arks :  on 


•ard22  — ren 
Bunker-Hill  District,  26 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  243 
The  contract  for  the  official  report,  3S3 
Loring,  Mr.,  Ward  12  -remarks  :  on 

Nov  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 

The  Salary  Bill,  10S,  161,  201 

Police  Boat,  131 

Employing  a  Citv  Architect,  243,  273 

Salary  of  Sup't  Dover  St.  Bridge,  272,  290 

Interest  on  taxes,  324,  346 

Home  for  the  Poor,  521,  523 

Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 

Investigation  ,.f  abortions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  637,  671 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  735 

Swett  St.  Extension,  759 

Mayor  — 

Requested  to  furnish  copy  of  Inaugural  Address  for  print- 
Report  on  disposition  of  topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  11 
Authorized  to  pay  executions  and  judgments  of  courts,  13 
Communication  on  taking  gravel  from  Long  [.-land.  248 
Communication  on  work  under  contract  for  Water  Supply, 


from   Medical   Coin- 


Communication  transmitting 

mission,  602 
Martin,  Mr.,  Ward  7 — remarks:  on 

Site  for  School-house  iu  Lawrence  District,  425,  445 
Militia- 
Payment  of  certain  hills  incurred  in  1873,  authorized,  34 
Co.  P.,  l-'ir-t  Leg..  $25  for  rent  of  armory,  98 
Co.  I,  Ninth  Leg..  $89.40  for  taxes  paid  in  1873,  93 
Co.  G,  Ninth  Leg..  $700  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory.  98 
Co.  C.  First  Bat.  Cav.,  $300  per  annum  for  rent  of  armorv, 

98 
Co.  K.  First  Ucg.,  rent  of  former  armory,  discontinued,  and 

$1,000  allowed  for  rent  in  Washington  Hall,  112 
Co.  1),  First  Bat.  Inf.,  rent  of  old  armorv,  discontinued,  and 

$1,000  per  annum  allowed  for  rent  of  new.  141 
First  Bat.  Inf.,  $450  for  rent  of  head-quarters,  14S 
Co.  A.  First  Bat.   Inf.,  rent  in    Miuot  Hall,  discontinued, 

and  $1,000  allowed  for  rent  in  Concord  Hall.  148 
First  Co.  of  Cadets,  $500  to  repair  and  furnish  armory,  174 
Co.  H.  Fifth  Leg.,  repairs  authorized.  174 
Repairs  authorized  in  buildingon  Maverick  St.,  East  Boston, 

174 


244 

intinue  rent  of  ar- 
,and  to  allow  $36u  peranuuin  for  rent, 
and  $2511  to  furnish  armorv  140  Broadway.  245 
Co.  C,  First  Bat.  Cav.,  order  passed  to  lit  up  armory,  245 
Co.  F,  First  Reg.  Iuf ,  discussion,  and  order  passed  to  fur- 
nish armory,  245 
Amendment  of  order  to  take  old  High  School  for  armory,  311 


Co.  I,  First  Leg.,  order  passed  to  discontinue  rent  of  armory, 

314. 
Co.  G.  Ninth  Reg  Inf.,  $225  to  fit  up  armory,  3S5 
Co.  H,  Fifth  Leg.  Inf..  $225  to  tit  up  armory,  385 
Fifth  Reg.  Inf..  $J00  per  annum  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters, 40  i 
Co.  D,  Fifth   Keg.   Inf.,   $225  for   repairing  and   fitting  up 

armory,  446 
Co.  C.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $40  for  rent.  446 
Co.  D.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $100  for  fitting  up.  446 
Co.  II,  Fifth   Leg.   Inf..  $50   additional  to  lit  up  aud  repair 
armory.  469" 

',ion  of  Co.  A,  First  Bat. 
irmory,  523 

Co.  A.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf..  order  passed  for  repairing  and  fur- 
nishing armorv,  556 
Co.  1.  First  Keg.  In 
nishing  armory, 
Co.  B,  First   Keg  ,  a 


Co.  B.  Ni 


passed  for  repairing  and  fur- 

I,  Ninth  Resr.,  order  passed  for 

;  armory,  536 

ised  for  repairing  and  furnish- 


ing armory.  0-50 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  hire  drill-room,  575 
Pir.-t  Bat.  Cav.,  head-quarters  discontinued, and  $450  allowed 

Fourth  Bat.  Inf. —  Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on 

Co.  B,  Ninth  Leg.,  $5o  for  repairing  and  fitting  up  armory, 

Co.  A.  First  Reg.,  $275  for  rent  of  armory,  755 
Minors  —regulations  of  sales  by,  10 
Mi  not,  Mr..  "Ward  17  —remarks:  on 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

Badges,  35 

The  Watt  r  Supply,  61.  260,  333,  367 

The  Salary  Bill,  105,  2J4 

Establishment  of  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  159 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  162 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  183 

General  Annexation,  186 

Bird-hoii-es  tor  public  Grounds,  309 


remarks  :  on 


Order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  3 
Mystic  Water  Works  — see  Water. 

N.  T.  and  N.  E.  R.  R.  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  use  of  land  near  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir  for  railway  station,  33 

Report   and  order  relating   to  station    near    Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir,  112 

Order  passed  relating  to  grade  at  Swett  St.  Crossing,  418 
Northampton  St.  District  — 

Committee  vested  with  powers  relating  to  Suffolk  St.  Dis- 
trict, 32 

Report  and  order  passed  to  remove  buildings,  etc.,  97 

Order  passed  relating  to  contract  for  filling,  106 

Order  pn.--.-d  ; mtract  for  tilling,  112 

Contract  for  filling  authorized,  18S 

Order  i  assi  d  authorizing  Phineas  E.  Gay  to  lay  down  tracks 
for  filling,  197 

Order  passed  appointing  special  watchman,  216 

Order  passed  appointing  Sup't  of  work,  216 

Order  passed  for  contracts  to  be  made  for  raising,  moving, 
and  underpinning  buildings,  216 

Order  passed  to  furnish  extra  lights,  216 

Committee  authorized  to  expend  sums  not  exceeding  $1,000, 

Noyes,  Mr.,  "Ward  5  —  remarks :  on 

The  Burrill  Claim,  24,  25S 

The  Water  Supply,  34,275 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  SI 

The  Salary  Bill,  131,  178,  200 

Dividing  Boston  Common,  465 

Sale  of  citv  publications,  535 

Vacancies 'in  Cochituate  Water  Board,  616 

Water  Supply,  617,  619 

Sudbury  Liver  Scheme,  732 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  734 
Nuisances  — 

Order  passed  to  fill  up  hole  at  corner  of  Boston  and  Hamlet 
Sts.,  Ward  16,  512 

Ordinances  — sec  Citv  Ordinances. 

Overseers  of  Poor- 
Minority  report  on  nomination,  80 
Discussion  on  reports  of  Nominating  Committee,  and  elec- 


24 
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Page,  Mr.,  Ward  9  — remarks:  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  132,  197 

Bale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

Payment  of  Norma!  School  Teachers,  216 

Armory  of  Co.  F,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  215 

Interest  on  taxes.  323,  344 

New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworlh  St.,  Charlestown 
439 

Extension  of  Swett  St.,  756 
Peabody,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges.  24 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 

Sale  of  lands  on  Fort  Hill,  141 

The  Salary  Bill,  110,  161,  176,  199 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  235 

New  engine-houses,  259 

Consolidating  Water  Hoards,  463 

Home  for  the  P -.521 

Sale  of  .  itj  publications,  535 


W'a 


-nppl; 


Pef 


Water  Supply  from  Charles  River,  603 
Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc., 
Soup  for  the  Boor,  657 
Nonesuch  Bond  Water  Scheme,  676 
Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  704,  728,  761,  764 


W. 


on 


9,350,  33".,  .V.in 
Wilson's  Hotel,"  Ward  19,  61 
The  Salary  Bill,  132 

Consolidation  of  Water  Boards  133.  418.  444 
Railway  station  near  Chestnut-Bill  Reservoir,  135 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  142 
The  Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions,  234 
Salaries  of  Uegistrars  of  Voters,  244 
Fourth  of  July.  324 
Home  for  the  Boor,  520 
Pumping  engines  at  I. alee  Coebituate,  601 
Communication  from  B.  F.  Butler,  631 
Water  Supply  from  Charles  Kiver,  603 
Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634,  673 
Proposed  new  Water  Board,  63S 
Nonesuch  Bond  Water  Scheme,  074 
Soup  for  the  Boor,  700 

Filling  vacancies.  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  755 
Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  761 
Perkins.  Mr.,  Ward  16  — remarks:  on 
Badges,  24 

Bunker-Hill  District,  24 
The  Garden  District,  27 
Election  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  98,106 


Cun moil.  461,  46",,  ! 


Ordc 
Orde 


Report  accepted 
Poor  —  see  Soup  for  tl 


The  , 
Pray.  Mr 

Celol 

Extn 

Printing- 


ve  lo  police  boat,  131 

ive  to  confining  more  than  one  person  in 

[dating  to  confinement  of  more  than  one 

761 

:  Boor;  Home  for  the  Poor;  Employment 

~i larks:  on 


on  petition  of  Porter 


Baths  — 
■dor  passed  authorizing  repairs  and  maintenance  of  free 

public  bathing-houses,  244 
•der  passed  authorizing  hiring  of  land  at  end  of  L.  St.,  325 
•t  authorizing  public  bal  as  accepted,  755 


1  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  elevators, 
ator  to  special 


113 


■  order  passed  for  elevator,  217 

order  passed  to   charge  expense  of  elc 

appropriation,  257 

repairs  authorized,  439 

order  passed  authorizing  repairs  and  changes  in  heat- 
ing apparatus,  464 

report   and  orders   relative  to  ventilation  recommitted 

with  instructions  to  invite  proposals,  404 

order  passed  for  steam  pump,  522 

discussion  on  connecting  steam-pump  and  fire  pipe,  591 

order  passed  for  connections  with  steam-pump  and  fire- 
pipe,  602 

Town  Hall,  W.  Roxbury,  order  passed  relative  to  leasing.  10 

Order  passed  authorizing  use  of  Westerly  Hall,  Ward  17,  12 

Discussion   on  and  order  passed  relative  to  Wil.-on's  Hotel, 
Ward  19.  23 

Order  passed  for  necessary  repairs  and  cleaning,  26 
for  cit 


Order  passed  for  Con 


eport  on  more  room  for  city  busi- 


Discussion  on  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  43 

Order  passed  relating  to  legality  of  purchase  of  Wilson's 
Hotel,  Ward  19,  44 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  adding  one  or  more 
stories  to  Quincy  Hall  Market,  44 

Communication  from  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to  Wilson's 
Hotel,  Ward  19,  and  discussion  on  vacating.  60 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  order  passed  for  occupant  to  va- 
cate, 79 

Order  passed  relative  to  expediency  of  employing  perma- 
nent architect,  81 

Discussion  on  adding  one  or  more  stories  to  Faneuil-Hall 
Market.  112 

Order  passed  to  name  Town  Hall  in  W.  Roxbury,  Curtis 
Hall,  130 

Order  passed  to  lease  house  No.  30  Pemberton  Sep,  145 

Order  passed  authorizing  portion  of  Town  Hall,  Brighton, 
to  be  fitted  up  for  Police  Station,  174 

Report  and  discussion  on  employing  architect  and  draughts- 
men, 248 

Charlestown  City  Hall,  order  passed  for  alterations  to  accom- 
modate branch  of  Public  Library,  257 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  employ,  permanent  City 
Architect  and  draughtsmen,  273 

Order  passed  to  make  alterations  No.  30  Pemberton  So..,  274 

Report  aeeepled,  inexpedient  to  enlarge  c"auciiil-lla!l  Market 
building,  3j8 

Order  passe  1  to  L'rade  yard  and  pave  sidewalks  of  Hook  and 

or.;!  ; 1  for  rep. iirs\.n  Harbor  Master's  office,  438 

Order  passed  to  report  on  expediency  of  introducing  stand- 
pipes  into  school  buildings,  464 

No   30  Pemberton  Sq.,  order  passed  for  repairs,  468 

Order  passed  for  care  of  building,  30  Pemberton  Sep,  522 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  provide  ward-rooms,  557 

Order  passed  authorizing  fitting  up  room  in  Court  House 
for  temporary  retention  of  insane,  557 
'      ithorii : 
56 

Wardrooms  established,  566 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  old  engine  house  in  rear  of 
Town  Hall,  Brighton,  566 

Report,  accepted,  ward-rooms  in  control  of  ward  officers  on 
election  days,  601 

Sale  authorized  on  city  lot,  King  St.,  616 
Public  Institutions  — 

Order  passed  to  place  Charlestown  Almshouse  in  care  of 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  23 

Austin  Farm,  order  passed  to  place  in  charge  of  Directors, 
130 

Home  for  the  Poor,  report  on  plans,  and  orders  reported,  423 

. order  passed  for  erection  on  Austin  Farm,  and  for  pro- 
viding means.  415 

Order  passed  requesting  opinion  of  Directors  on  building  a 
Home  for  poor  on  Austin  Farm,  511 

Home  for  the  Boor,  discussion  on   recommitting  report  of 
Directors  relating  to  site,  and  recommittal,  51S 
Public  Lands  — 

Poorhouse  Farm.  'Ward  19,  order  passed  to  place  in  charge 
of  Com.  on  Lands,  42 

Wharf  on  Medford  St.,  and  all  public  lands  and  buildings  in 
annexed  districts,  placed  in  care  of  Com.  on  Public 
Lauds.  60 

Discu  sion  on  negotiation  with  Mass.  Char.  Mech.  Assoc.  130 

Order  passed  for  purchase  of  land  rear  of  Lowell  School- 
house,  325 

Concurrence  in  amendment  relating  to  sale  of  buildings  on 
Eliot  and  Pleasant  Sts.,  439 

Order  passed  for  sale  of  old  engine  house  lot,  Centre  St., 
W.  Roxbury,  575. 
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Communication  from  Assistant  City  Solicitor  on  title  to  city 
property  in  Ward  19,  632 
Public  urinals  —  see  Health  (Board  of). 
Public  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  report  expediency  of  local  boards  for  branch 
libraries,  219 

Order  passed  to  build  addition  to  accommodate  Department 
of  Patents,  2-15 

Order  passe]  for  painting  and  cleaning,  464 

Order  passed  to  provide  branch  in  Ward  16,  522,  55S 

Report  referred  relating  to  stand-pipe,  576 

Keport  on  stand-pipe  for  Public  Library,  5S9,  590 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  connect'  stand-pipe,  592 

Order  passed  to  continue  payment  of  salary  of  late  Wm. 
A.  Wheeler,  616 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient,  relative  to  Wolcott  Estate,  725 

Order  passed  to  hire  rooms  for  South  Boston  Branch  Li- 
brary, 755 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  Local  Boards  for 
Branch  Libraries,  761 
Public  Tark  — 

Order  relating  to,  introduced.  3;  discussion,  13 

Election  of  Commissioners,  166 

Commissioners  at  large  appointed,  159 

Discussion  on  and  order  passed  to  petition,  593 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners,  667 

Order  to  print  1,000  copies  additional,  669 
Putnam,  Mr..  Ward  15  —  remarks :  on 

Badges.  35 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  79 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  144,  162 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

The  Salary  Bill,  164 

Annexation  of  Brookline,  183 

General  Annexation,  185 

The  Water  Supply.  23?,  292,  590 

Widening  of  Bhawmut  Ave..  424 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  421,  444,  467 

Extra  Appropriations  for  Armories,  616 

Vacancies  in  C'ochituate  Water  Board,  616 

Drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  617 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  636,  661,  671,  701 

Fast  driving,  638 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  657,  6S4,  700 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  658 

Sudbury  Kiver  Scheme,  703 

Swett  St.  Extension,  758 

Thanks  to  the  President,  764 

Registrars  of  Voters  — 

Discussion  on  accepting  act   establishing  Board,  159;    Re- 
port and  act  accepted.  216 

Order  passed  authorizing  $500  for  clerical  assistance,  512 
Rewards  — 

$500  for  information,  etc.,  relating  to  abduction  of   Katie 
Mary  Curran.  174 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Special  Committees  to  prepare,  3 

Of  City  Council  of  1873,  temporarily  adopted,  3 

Of  Common  Council  of  1S73,  temporarily  adopted,  3 

Pocket  edition  authorized.  3 

Of  last  year,  as  amended,  adopted,  11 

Salaries  — 

Order  passed   fixing  salary  of   additional    Assistant    City 

Messenger  at  $400,  81 
Action  on  Salary  Bill,  107,  131 
Second  report,  and  action  thereon,  160, 175,  197 
Vote  to  recede  and  concur  on  order  relating  to  salaries  of 

officers  of  Fire  Department.  163 
Order  passed  relative  to   fixing   salaries   of   Registrars  of 

Voters,  217 
Com.  of  conference  appointed  on  salary  of  Supt.  of  Streets, 

228 
Order  passed  fixing  salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters  and 

Assistants,  243,  273 
Conference  report  accepted  relating  to  salary  of  Supt.  of 

Streets,  24y;  order  passed.  257 
Discussion  on  order  to  pay  Supt.  of  Dover  St.  Bridge  $300 

additional,  272 
Order  passed  establishing  salaries  of  draw  tenders  of  North 

Harvard  St.  Bridge,  Cambridge  St.  and  Western  Ave. 

Bridges,  290 
Discussion  on,  and  order  indefinitely  postponed  to  pay  Supt. 

of  Dover  St.  Bridge  £300  additional,  290 
Order  passed  fixing  salaries  of  Supts.  of  bridges,  439 
Order  passed  to  increase  salary  of  chief  clerk  in  City  Regis- 
trar's office  for  extra  service,  464 
Schools  — 

Order  passed  for  necessary  furniture,  repairs,  and  cleaning. 

Order  passed  to  provide    temporary  accommodations    for 

Lewis  School,  42 
Order  passed    to   furnish    additional   accommodations   for 

Grammar  School  pupils,  Lawrence  District,  44 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  enlarge    Primary   School 

lot,  Lexington  St.,  44 


Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  Meigs's  school-desk, 
44 

Old  Mather  School-house,  discussion  on  removal,  59;  re- 
port amended  and  accepted,  80 

Order  passed  to  provide  temporary  accommodations  for 
Union  St.  and  Rockland  Primary  Schools,  Brighton, 
141 

Order  passed  to  pay  salaries  of  teachers  in  Normal  School, 
and  incidental  expenses  of  Com.,  216 

Roxhury  High  School  building,  order  passed  for  altering 
aml'clllai  giug,  245 

Quincy  St  ,  Ward  14.  order  passed  for  erection  of  Primary 
School-house.  245 

Ordinance  referred  relating  to  punishment  of  truants,  274 

Report  accepted  on  Charlestown  Infant  School,  no  authority 
to  appropriate  money,  231 

Order  passed  to  furnish  suitable  room  for  drawing  in  Girls' 
High  School-house,  325 

Order  passed  to  provide  accommodations  for  drawing-class 
instruction  in  City  Hall,  Charlestown,  385 

East  Boston  Prescott  School-house,  alterations  authorized, 
405 

Lawrence  District,  order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  Prima- 
ry School-house.  405 

Prescott,  Charlestown,  order  passed  to  provide  additional 
Primary  School  accommodations,  406 

Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  new  Grammar  School- 
house,  Prospect  St..  Charlestown,  407 

Order  passed  to  erect  Grammar  School-house  on  Prosnect 
St.,  Charlestown.  428 

Discussion  on  reconsidering  order  to  purchase  site  in  Law- 
rence District.  425;  reconsideration  refused,  445 

Comins  District,  order  passed  to  purchase  land  for  Primary 
School-house,  438 

Dudley  School-house,  order  passed  for  repairs,  etc..  438 

Discussion  on,  and  order  amended  and  passed  relative  to, 
erection  of  new  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St., 
Charlestown,  438 

Order  passed  to  purchase  site  for  Primary  School-house, 
Gibson  District.  446 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  establishing  fiee 
naval  school  (with  instruction  to  report  by  October  1), 
446 

Order  passed  authorizing  erection  of  Primary  School-house 
on  Koxbury  and  King  Sts.,  Ward  15.  464 

Gibson  School  District,  order  passed  for  erection  of  Prima- 
ry School-house,  464 

Order  passed  to  erect  Primary  School-house,  Lawrence 
District,  468 

Mather  School-house,  statement  of  cost,  537 

Discussion  on  primary  accommodations,  Bigelow  District, 
538 

Report  on  proposed  Nautical  School,  and  opinion  from  City 
Solicitor,  547 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  bath-house,  Cabot  St.,  for  evening 
school,  557 

Order  passed  to  fit  up  ward-room  in  Wells  School-house  for 
evening  school,  557 

Report  inexpedient  to  furnish  additional  accommodations 
for  Bigelow  School  District,  557 

Discussion  on  the  proposed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 

Order  passed  for  temporary  accommodations  for  evening 
schools,  565 

King  St.  School-house,  order  passed  appropriating  $500  ad- 
ditional for  land,  593 

Order  passed  relating  to  evening  drawing  school,  E.  Boston, 

Order  passed  providing  for  evening  drawing  school  at  East 
Boston,  616 

Report  and  orders  passed  relating  to  Prospect  St.  School- 
house,  Charlestown,  703 

Report  accepted  relating  to  Truants,  761 

Report  accepted  relating  to  Kindergarten  School,  761 
Sealers  Weights  and  Measures  — 

Annual  report.  10 

Order  passed  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  changes  in  law,  73 

Order  passed  for  locating  office  .utside  of  City  Hall,  197 

Ordinance  passed  to  amend  ordinance  relatiug  to,  257 
Seventeenth  of  June  — 

Order  relating  to,  274 

Order  passed  for  celebrating,  291 
Sewers  —  see  also  Drainage  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  §35,000  to  Central  Whf.  Corporation.  290 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  to  petition  for  leave  to  deepen,  78 
Shaw,  Mr.,  Ward  5  — 

Address  on  calling  Council  to  order  for  organization,  1 
Remarks:  on 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  3 

Committee  on  Judiciary,  12 

Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23,  43,  60,  79 

Badges.  24,  35 

Water  Supplv,  25,  232.  275.  2,1.3,  34a,  366,  590,  617,  620 

Bunker-llill  District,  26 

Garden  Districi,  27 

Additional  stories  to  Quincy-Hall  Market.  41,  112,  368 

City  Charter  Commission.  62 

New  aveuue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  7S 
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Taking  gravel  from    I if  Island,  218,218 

Assistance  to  City  Solicitor,  229 

Expediency  of  Informal  Conventions.  235 

Removal  of  restrictions  on  estates  on  South  Market  St.,  213 

Salaries  of  Registrars  of  V'o'crs,   244 

Sa,arv  of  Supt.  of  Streets,  249 

New  engine-houses,  2VJ 

Salary  of  Supt.  of  Dover  St  Bridge,  291 

Printing  additi    ual  copies  Sumner  Memorial,  291,  324 

Removal  of  asphalt  from  Common.,  3U7 

Hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  307.  363 

Bird-houses,  for  Public  Grounds,  309 

Fourth  July,  310 

Care  of  City  Documents,  311 

The  Park  que-tion.  313 

Interest  on  taxes.  323.  344 

Contract  for  the  olti.-ial  report.  383 

Annual  report  of  Overseers  of  Poor,  404 

Animal  report  of  Fire  Department,  403 

liuildiiuf  prison  carnage,  418 

Consolidating  Water  Boards,  420,  467 

Adjournments  without  a  quorum,  43S,  459 

Pauper  graves  at  Mount  Hope,  439 

Widening'  Trcmont  St.  on  Post. in  Common.  465 

Death  of  Councilman  [Oilman  B.  Barnes,  504 

Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund,  517 

Home  f,.r  ill  ■  Poor,  521 

Sale  of  City  Publications,  534,  576 

Title  to  City  Property  in  Ward  19,  536 

Waste  Water,  587 

Standpipe  for  Public  Library,  590,  592 

Greenhouse  on  Public  Garden,  591 

Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 

Preliminary  statement  from  Medical  Commission,  603 

Water  Supply  from  Charles  River,  603 

Licensing  Plumbers,  605 

Vacancies  in  ( 'ochituutc  Water  Board,  616 

Drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  617 

Communication  from  B.  V.  Butler,  631 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  633,  660,  670,  676, 

686 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  656,  701,  734 
Linploymeut  for  the  Poor,  658 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  703,  733 
cpard.  Idward  <  >.  f  President  of  Council)  — 
Elected  President,  1 
Addres pimg  ollice  of  President,  1 


Removal  ..f  r,-i  rb-ti  e,-  on  Boston  College,  97 

The  S. buy  Bill,   109.  IU7.2D1 

Allowance  fin  Decoration  Day,  243 

Soup  fur  the  Poor,  6-34 
Small-pox  — 

Discussion  on  purchasing  site  for  hospital,  307 

Discussion   on,  and  oider  passed   authorizing  purchase  of, 
site  and  buildings  for  hospital,  363 
Smith,  Mr.,  Ward  10  -  remarks  :  on 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 

Personal  explanation  relating  to  Fire  Commissioners,  97 

The  Salary  Bill,  109 

The  Appropriation   Bill,  145 

New  engine-houses,  260 
Soldiers'  Monument  — see  Army  and  Navy  Monument. 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

Order  introduced  and  laid  on  table,  3 

Discussion  and  vote  to  refer  to  special  committee,  654 

Non-concurrence,    and    adherence    to    reference     to    Joint 
Special  Com.,  667 

Discussion,  recession,  order  amended  and  passed,  684 

Discussion,  adherence,  and  Conference  Committee  appointed, 

Report  accepted,  no   action  necessary  on    petition  of  Lydia 

M.  Warner,  725 
Report,  of  Conference  Committee  accepted,  discussion,  and 


issed  to  pay  bill  of  1S72,  365 


Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Harbor  to   confer  and  report  on 
use  and  occupation,  512 
Special  Committees  — 

On  extensi if  new  Post  ollice,   5 

Sprague,  Mr.,  Ward  4- remarks:  on 

New  avenue  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  78 

Contract  for  the  ollhbd  report,  381 

Sale  of  City  Publications,  535 

Soup  for  the  Poor,  655 
Stables  — 

Order  passed  for  sale  by  auction  of  old  City  Stables,  High- 
lands, 464 
Streets  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  laying  out  Parker  St.,  11 

Report  of  Committee  relating  to  Parker  St.  and  Boylston 
St.,  33 

Order  passed  to  fill  land  on  Canal  St.  rear  of  Harvard  Ceme- 
tery, Ward  22,  141 

Order  passed  to  prepare  plans  for  construction  of  Swett  St., 
197 

Order  passed  for  sale  by  public  auction  of  land  cor.  Eliot  and 
Pleasant  Sts.,  217 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  cancelling,  conditions  im- 
posed on  estates  in  So.  Market  St.,  2*3 

Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  of  John  Haven  for  extending 
Clifton  St.,  368 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for  widening  Shawmut  Ave., 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  Sts.,  424 

Report  and  order  relating  to  Htreet  improvement   Loan, 
Beach  St.,  424 

Order  passed  to  place  land  purchased  for  extension  of  Clifton 
St.  in  charge  of  Com.  on  Paving,  468 

Beach  St.,  report  and  order  passed  for  widening,  385 

Brattle  St.,  order  passed  to  widen,  439 

Leverett  St.,  order  passed  for  widening,  344 

Marcclla  St.,  order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  laying 
out,  272 

Madison  Place,  order  passed  for  notice  to  tenants  to  quit,  406 

South  St.,  order  passed  to  widen,  439 

Washington   St.,  report  and  order  for  widening  opposite 
Vernon  St.,  423 

order  passed  to  widen  part  formerly  Guild  Row,  464 

Order  passed  to  grade  city  stable  lot  on  Highland  St.,  522 

Order  passed   for    improvement   of  lot  bounded    by  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  Sts  ,  East  Boston,  522 

Thorndike  St..  order  passed  for  laying  out  from  Wash.  St. 

East  Lenox  St.,  discussion  on.  and  order  passed  for  laying 

out.  and  extending  to  Harrison  Ave..  533 
School  St..   order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  widen- 
ing, 538 
Discussion  on  proposed  widening  of  Tremont  St.,  548 
North  Centre  St.,  order  passed  for  widening,  565 
Discussion  on  fast  driving,  and  recommittal.  565 
Ordinance  in   new  draft  reported,  and  substituted  on  fast 

driving,  589 
Ordinance  passed  relative  to  fast  driving,  591 
Order  passed  relative  to  cattle  in  streets.  591 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  draining  passageway 

616 
Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  amendment  relating  to  fast 

driving,  637 
Resolve  and  order  from  Commissioners,  for  widening  Lev- 
erett St..  657 
Order  passed  for  extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  667 
Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  draining  passage- 
ways. 6S4 
Report  and  order  passed  to  petition  for  authority  to  widen 

School  St.,  686 
Order  passed  for  widening  Bowdoin    St.    between  Adams 

and  Wash.  Sts.,  7u0 
Order  passed  for  widening  Shawmut  Ave.  from  Lenox  St. 

to  Roxhury  St.,  and  providing  means  of  payment,  700 
Orders  passed  for   widening  Leverett   St.  from  Charles  to 

Brighton  Sts.,  700 
Notice  of  rejection  of  order  for  widening  School  St.,  700 
Orders  passed  for  extension  of  Commerce  St.  and  assuming 

betterments,  725 
Discussion,  resolve  and  order  passed  for  extension  of  Swett 
St.,  756;  order  for  pi  oviding  means  for  same  referred  to 
next  City  Council,  760 
Resolves  and  order  passed  to  widen  Pleasant  St.,  760 
Order  passed  to  purchase  two  sweeping  machines,  761 
Suffolk  St.  District- 
Powers  vested  in  Com.  on  Northampton  St.  District,  32 
Sumner,  Charles- 
Special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  128 
Resolutions,  remaiks,  and  Committee  appointed,  123 
Order  passed  for  1,000  copies  of  Memorial,  228 
Reports  and  resolutions  adopted  relating  to  portraits,  381 
Sweetser,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 
The  Salary  Bill,  132,  204 

Railway  station  near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  133 
The  Water  Supply,  350 
Ferry  passes  to  city  employes,  446 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  654,  684 
Swett  St.  District  — 

Order  passed  to  petition  Legislature,  292 
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Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  obtain  legislative  authority 

to  raise  grade  of  Hampden  St.,  etc.,  329 
Taxes  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  providing  for  interest,  323 
Discussion  on  interest,  and  votes  to  adhere  and  recede,  344 
Adherence  to  vote   on  interest,  and  conference   committee 

appointed,  407 
Conference  report  accepted,  and   interest  fixed  at  ten  per 

cent.,  423 
Remitted  on  estate  of  Mary  Holden,  511 
Order  passed  relative  to  Lowell  School-house  site,  674 
Thacher,  Mr.,  Ward  15 — remarks:  on 
The  Burrill  Claim.  24 
The  Water  Supply.  25.  250 
The  Salary  Bill,  l'os,  161.200 
Railway  station  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  133 
Waste  Water,  588 

Steam-pump  and  tire-pipe  in  City  Hall,  591 
Stand-pipe  for  Public  Library,  592 
Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 
Books  for  Law  Department,  760 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  763 
Train,  Mr.,  Ward  13  — remarks:  on 
The  Burrill  Claim,  24,  218,  246,  258 
Exteusion  of  Swelt  St.,  32 
Police  Boat,  131 
The  Salary  Bill,  161.175 
The  Water  Supply,  274.  349 
Interest  on  taxes,  323,  344 
Small-pox  hospital,  363 
Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund.  517 
Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 
Pumping  engines  at  Lake  Cochituate,  602 
Water  supply,  618 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634 
Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  675 
Soup  for  the  Poor,  6S6 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  703 
Swett  St.  extension,  758 
Treasury  department  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  Treasurer  to  pay  amount  of  lost 

coupons,  98 

Unfinished  Business  — 

Of  last  year,  referred  to  committees,  3 

Referred  to  next  City  Council: 

Laying  out  ornamental  ground  on  Back  Bay  Square,  755 

Vacancies,  inspectors  of  lighters,  755 

Law  Dept.,  ordinance  to  amend.  756 

Providing  means  for  extension  of  Swett  St.,  760 

All  matters  of  unfinished  nature,  764 

Vacation  — 

Adjournment  to  second  Thursday  in  September,  445,  446 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  Hon.  Carl  Sehurz,  for  oration,  249 

To  E.  D.  Huntington  and  others,  and  C.  H.  Brainard  and 
others,  for  portraits  of  Charles  Sumner,  381 

To  Hon.  Richard  Frothingham,  for  oration  on  Fourth  July, 
418 

To  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  for  offer  of  Sudbury  River,  764 

To  President  of  Common  Council,  764 
Voting  Lists  —  see  Elections. 

Warren,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks: 

Personal    explanation    relating  to    report    on    the    Water 

Supply,  248 
The  Water  Supply.  251,  274,  202,  323,  350 
Consolidation  of  Water  Boards,  443 
Bigelow  School  District,  538,  557 
Water  Supply  from  Nonesuch  pond,  617,  675 
Sudbury  Kiyer  Scheme.  7U3,  725,  764 
Swett  St.  extension,  757 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  passed  for  Celebrating,  57 
Water  — 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  adding  to  waters 

of  Mystic  Pond,  3 
Report  on  taking  Sudbury  River,  and  discussion,  25 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  making  connection 

between  Farm  Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  34 
Order  to  print  5u0  copies  of  repot  t  on  additional  supply  (Doc. 

29).  44,  57,  78 
Order  passed  to  pay  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  neces- 
sary information  concerning  supply,  57 
Order   passed   referring  portion   of  report   of  Registrar  to 

Joint  Standing  Com.  on  Water,  60 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed   relative  to  purity  of  water 

of  Charles  River,  and  mill  damages  on  same  and  Sudbury 

River,  61 


Report  and  order  passed  relative  to  licensing  plumbers.  81 
Order  passed    to  petition  for   authority  to  consolidate  th 

two  Water  Boards,  133 
Order  passed  for  com.  to  report  in  print.  159 
Order  passed  to  ascertain  water-shed  of  Mystic  pond,  159 


Majority  and  minority  reports  on  additional  Water  Supply, 

and  discussion  on  same,  229 
Order  relating  to  examination  of  Charles  River.  249 
Order  relating  to  inspection  of  works  by  City  Council,  250 
Order  passed  authorizing  supply  for  institutions  at  South 

Boston,  257 
Discussion  on  supply  from  Sudbury  River,  260 
Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  submit  annual  report 

in  print,  260 
Order  relating  to  supply  for  Ward  17,  261 
Report  and  order  relating  to  Wards  13, 14, 15,  16,  17  and  19, 

Report  on  the  Charles  River  Water  Supply,  272 
Order  passed  relative  to  water-shed  of  Mystic  lake.  274 
Discussion  on  additional  Water  Supply,  274,  292,  329.  364 
Remarks  of  Messrs.  Warren  and  Peabody,   ordered  to  he 

printed,  281 
Order  passed  for  extension  of  works  to  Wards  13,  14,  15,  16, 

and  for  surveys  to  Wards  17  and  19,  291,  325 
Order  passed  for  City  Solicitor  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 

of  the  Mystic  Kiyer  Corporation.  310 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  additional  supply, 

347 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  extending  pipe  from 

Canal  St.  to  City  Sep,  Charlestown,  363 
Order  passed  for  estimate  of  cost  of  sewer  to  protect  Mystic 

Pond, 368 
Order  for  report  in  print  on  obtaining  adequate  supply  of 

water  from  Cochituate  and  Mystic  basins,  363 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  using  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate as  storage-basin  for  purification  of  Sudbury  Kiyer, 

Report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  and 
Farm  Pond  (City  Doe.  17),  specially  assigned  for  first 
meeting  in  Sept.,  335 

Order  passed  for  preventing  waste  of  water,  386 

Order  passed  to  examine  availability  of  Charles  River.  405 

Order  passed  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  additional  sup- 
ply of  water,  the  expense  of  procuring  information 
relative  to  adequate  supply.  4ji6 

Order  passed  to  extend  main  pipe  from  Canal  St.  to  City  Sq  , 
Charlestown.  41S 

Discussion  on  consolidating  Water  Boards.  418,  440;  Ordi- 
nance rejected,  444;  reconsideration   laid  on  table,  445 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  Medical  Commission, 
464 

Order  to  request  opinion  of  B.  R.  Curtis  on  extent  of  powers 
of  proposed  Boston  Water  Board,  discussed  and  re- 
jected, 466 

Report  of  Water  Board,  on  waste,  523 

Order  passed  for  Commission  of  Physicians  to  report  in 
print,  565 

Ordinance  reported,  and  discussion  on  waste  water,  587 

Report  and  discussion  on  combined  Cochituate  ard  Mystic 
supply,  and  on  Charles  River,  and  order  passed  .elating 
to  Pegan  Brook,  589 

Discussion  on.  and  ordinance  pissed  relating  to  water  rates, 
593 

Discussion  on,  and  orderpassed  relating  to  pumping-engines 
at  Lake  Cochituate.  6ul 

Preliminary  report  from  Medical  Commission.  602 

Discussion  and  order  passed  to  petition  for  water  supply 
from  Charles  River,  6u3 

Order  passed  relating  to  licensing  plumbers,  605 

Discussion  on  vacancies  in  Cochituate  Water  Board.  616 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  drainage  of 
Mystic  Basin,  617 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relative  to  Nonesuch  Pond, 
617,  621 

Order  to  petition  for  authority  to  take  Nonesuch,  Pickerel, 
and  Morse  Ponds.  Stevens  Brook,  also,  Shawshine  River, 
and  discussion,  618 

Surveys  of  Flax.  Sluice  and  Cedar  Ponds,  authorized,  631 

Messrs.  Standish  and  White  elected  members  of  Water 
Board,  632 

Discussion,  and  Investigating  Committee  appointed  on  asser- 
tions of  speculation,  jobbery  and  fraud,  63.! 

Discussion  on  proposed  new  Water  Board,  638 

Order  passed  relative  to  drainage  of  Mystic  Basin,  638 

Com.  from  B.  F.  Butler,  discuss,  d  and  referred,  and  opinion 
ofCitj  Solicitor.  631 

Surveys  authorized  for  drainage  of  Woburn,  Stoneham, 
Winchester  and  Mcdford.  654 

Orderpassed  to  obtain  assent  of  owners  on  Sudbury  River, 

Reports  on  supply  from  Nonesuch  Pond.  657 

Discussion  and  order  relative  to  investigation  rejected,  660 

Order  passed  to  report  ordinance  to  regulate  distribution  of 

Mystic  Water,  667 
Letter  from   M.  J.    Bradlee,    declining  election   to   Water 

Board,  and  re-election  of  L.  Miles  Standish,  667 
Order  passed  for  bonding  lands  for  Mystic  storage.  iv;7 
Report  and  order  passed  establishing   M\stic  water  rates, 

669 
Report  accepted,   from    special    committee,   to   investigate 

assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  and  discussion,  670 
Discussion  on  Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  and  rejection, 
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Order  relative  to  communication  from   Geo.  A.  Shaw,  to 

Clerk  of  Committees  rejected,  676 
Motion  to  reconsider  acceptance  of  investigation  report,  and 

adjournment  for  want  of  quorum,  pending  remarks  by 

Geo.  A.  Shaw,  686;    remarks  by  Mr.  Shaw  resumed, 

discussion,  and  withdrawal  of  motion,  700 
Discussion  on  Sudbury  River  Scheme,  703 
Report  and  order  passed,  :ji2ii0,U0(>  lor  water-pipes  for  Wards 

17  and  19,  725 
Sudbury  Itivcr  scheme,  —  discussion,  725,  734 
Order  passed  authorizing  $100,000  contract  for  water-pipes, 

etc.,  for  next  financial  year,  761 
Sudbury  River  Scheme  — discussion,  and    order  amended 

and  passed,  761 
West.  Mr.,  Ward  16  — remarks  :  on 
Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  23,  44 
Badges,  24 

Bunker-Hill  District,  26 
Garden  District,  27 

Referring  report  of  Fire  Commissioners,  81 
The  Salary  Bill.  131,161,201 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  141, 162, 174, 197 
Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  147 
Closing  Transfers  of  financial  year,  159 
New  engine-house,  259 
Fourth  July,  311 
Interest  on  taxes,  323,  344 
Annual  report  of  hire  I  >epartment,  406 
Consolidating  Water  Boards,  419,  444,  466 
New  Grammar  School-house,  Edgeworth  St.,  Charlestown, 

438 
Site  for  school-house,  Lawrence  District.  425,  445 
Widening  of  Tremout  St.  on  Boston  Common,  464 
Transfers  from  Reserved  Fund,  518 
Home  for  the  Poor,  518,  522 
Bigelow  School  District,  538,  557 
The  prop  .sed  Nautical  School,  558,  566 
Standpipc  for  Public  Library,  592 
King  St.  School-house,  593 
Water  Supply,  &19 


Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  634 

Fast-driving  in  the  streets,  638 

Proposed  new  Water  Board,  638 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  659 

Mystic  Water  Rates,  670 

Nonesuch  Pond  Water  Scheme,  676 

Sudbury  River  Scheme,  727 
Weston,  Mr.,  Ward  1  —  remarks:  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  176,  201 
Whlston,  Mr.,  Ward  8  — remarks:  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  175 
Wilbur,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks  :  on 

Salaries  of  Firemen,  etc.,  146 

Bird-houses  for  Public  Grounds,  309,  325 

The  contract  for  the  official  report,  381 

Fountain  in  Independence  Sq...  523 

Extension  of  East  Lenox  St.,  533 

Waste  Water,  588 

Greenhouse  on  Public  Garden,  591 

Standpipe  for  Puhlic  Library,  592 

Pumping-engine  at  Lake  Cochituate,  601 

Employment  for  the  Poor,  660 

Investigation  of  assertions  of  jobbery,  etc.,  674 

Sudbury  River  scheme,  726 
Willcutt,  Mr.,  Ward  17  — remarks :  on 

The  Salary  Bill,  132 

Bird-houses  for  Puhlic  Grounds,  309 

Widening  of  Shawmut  Ave.,  425 

Fast  driving  in  the  streets,  638 

Swett  St.  extension,  757 
Woodward,  Mr.,  Ward  13  —  remarks : on 

Widening  of  Shawmut  Ave.,  424 

FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  President,  764 
Remarks  of  members,  764 
Response  of  President,  765 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  766 


C ITY       GOVERNMENT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Organization    of   the   Government, 

JANUARY    5,    1874. 


BOARD   OP  ALDERMEN. 

The  members-elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were 
called  to  order  at  twenty  minutes  past,  ten  o'clock  by 
( :ity-Clerk  McCleary.  The  Mayor-elect,  Hon.  Sam- 
uel C.  Cobb,  was  accompanied  to  the  chamber  by 
llev.  Edward  Kverett  Hale,  and  Chief-Justice  Gray  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  who  took  eeats  at  the  Mayor's 
right.  A  message  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  was  present  and 
teady  to  proceed  to  business.  The  Board  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Council  Chamber,  under  the  charge  of 
City-Messenger  Peters,  headed  by  the  Mayor,  Judge 
Gray  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hale. 

COMMON    COUNCIL. 

The  Common  Council  was  called  to  order  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  by  Mr.  George  A.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
the  senior  member,  who  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council— It  becomes  my  duty,  as 
senior  member  in  service,  to  ask  if  it  is  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council  soon  to  come  to  order.  One  year  ago 
today  a  like  duty  fell  to  my  lot  to  perform,  and  in 
that  capacity  1  took  occasion  to  advert  to  some  sub- 
jects which!  considered  of  jnipoitance  to  the  city's 
interest,  and  which  appeared  to  me  should  be  acted 
on  with  despatch.  And  it  is  gratifying  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  as  one  of  the  earliest  movements  of  the  year, 
and  of  the  Fire  Commission  at  a  later  day,  are  fully 
appreciated  and  approved  by  the  people;  and  this  in 
itself  should  be  a  sufficient  reward  for  our  labors. 
These  two  measures  are  now  fairly  before  the 
public  for  trial,  with  every  reason  for  the  belief  that 
experience  will  prove  them  to  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public  wtlfave.  And  certainly  no  one  who,  one 
year  ago,  looked  upon  the  sixty  acres  of  territory 
over  which  the  tire  fiend  had  then  so  recently  travel- 
led, can  have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  such 
action  as  the  City  Council  has.  during  the  year  past, 
taken  in  the  premises,  nor  doubt  the  energy  and  en- 
terprise of  our  people;  for  where  were  then  seen 
nothing  but  the  footprints  of  destruction,  today  we 
livid  magnificent  warehouses,  filled  with  merchandise 
and  abundant  evidence  of  thrifty  commerce.  The 
order  providing  for  the  purchase  of  land  upon  which 
to  establish  a  home  for  the  poor,— which  is  by  no 
means  a  matter  of  minor  importance,— though  too 
long  delayed,  has  'finally  been  adopted;  and 
other  measures  looking  to  the  puhlic  good 
have  been  introduced,  which  will  receive,  as 
they  deserve,  our  attention  at  an  early  day. 
The  acquisition  of  new  territory  to  the  city,  and 
the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  that  territory 
for  the  first  time  today,  add  new  interest  and  im- 
portance to  our  action;  and,  I  think  we  may  safely 
say,  will  add  strength  to  our  legislation  and  inure 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  whole  people.  Dealing 
with  and  legislating  for  all  classes  of  the  community, 
without  regard  to  party  lines  or  party  prejudices; 
regardless  of  sect  or  creed,  nationality  or  color,  it  is 
our  duty  to  manage,  with  sound  conservative  policy, 
vet  with  firm  and  defeiinined  action,  our  varied  in- 
terests. Conflicting  interests  and  conflicting  opin- 
ions are  constantly  brought  to  our  attention  requir- 
ing of  us  considerate  counsels  and  the  exer- 
cise of  sound  judgement  in  their  disposal. 
Constantly  bearing  in  mind  that  our  city  is  a  great. 
corporation,  in  which  every  citizen — even  the 
poorest,as  well  as  the  inillionnaire,— is,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  a  stockholder;  it  is  our  duty  as  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  people,  to  administer  its  affaira  with 
even-handed  justice— not  favoring  one  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another,  but  watchful  ever  even  for  the 
minutest  interests,— with  jealous  care  to  prevent  en- 
croachment on  individual  rights,  from  whatever 
source  they  may  proceed.  God,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom,  has  vouchsafed  to  us  as  a  community 
blessings  without  number,  and  it  is  for  the  City 
Government,  as  trustees  and  guardians  of  the  public 
welfare,  to  apply  those  blessings  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  people, 
and  redound  to  our  own  honor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  it  was  order- 
ed that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  collect 
the  certificates  of  the  members  elect. 

Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward  14.  Barnes  of  Ward  11. 
Hunnewcll  of  Ward  13.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  and 
Platley  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  such  committee. 
Th'y  reported   that   they   had   collected  sixty-eight, 


certificates,  and  that  a  quorum  was  present.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  !l  the  report  was  accepted 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  it  was  ordered 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  inform  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen elect  that  there  is  a  quorum  of  the  Common 
Council  present  and  ready  to  be  qualified.  Mr. 
Pease  of  Ward  1  was  appointed  such  committee  and 
subsequently  reported  that  he  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  thai  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  would  forth- 
with attend  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  the  mem- 
bers. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  elect,  and  the  Alder- 
men elect,  entered  the  Council  Chamber  and  took 
seats  with  the  Cmmcilmen  elect. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  E.  E.  Hale. 

Hon  Horace  Gray,  Chief-Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  administered  to  lion.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 
Mayor  elect,  the  usual  oat!-;  of  office. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  elect-  and  Councilmen 
elect  were  called  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  the  oaths  of 
office  were  administered  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor  was  then  delivered  and, 
at  its  conclusion,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen   retired. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  proceeded 

to  elect  a  chairman,  and  the  result  was  that  ihe  whole 

number  of    votes   cast,   eleven,   were  for   Alderman 

John  T.  Clark.     On  taking  the  chair  Alderman  Clark 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— Before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  have 
elected  me.  I  desire  to  tender  to  you  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  and  for  this  mark  of 
.  your  confidence  and  respect.  Distrusting  my  ability 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  position.  I  should 
not  have  accepted  it  had  I  not  felt  the  assurance  of 
your  kind  indulgence  and  cooperation  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  which  the  office  demands,  and  I 
assure  you,  gentlemen,  my  earnest  desire  and  en- 
deavor will  be  to  perform  these  duties  in  such  a  rnai.- 
ner  as  to  meet  your  approval.  The  increased  growth 
of  the  city  in  business  and  population  has  added 
greatly  to  the  responsibilities  of  those  who  administ- 
er its  affairs. 

Under  the  present,  organization  a  large  portion  of 
the  executive  as  well  as  legislative  powers  of  the 
Municipal  Government  are  exercised  by  this  Board, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  powers  vested  in  us  are  we 
responsible  for  the  good  government  of  the  city.  It, 
is  incumbent  upon  us,  therefore,  in  assuming  the  per- 
formance of  these  important  duties,  to  do  so  with  a 
firm  and  determined  purpose  to  faithfully  and  hon- 
estly advocate  and  carry  out  such  measures,  and 
such  only,  as  will  help  develop  tne  growth  of  Boston 
and  promote  the  general  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
the  citizens. 

The  noble  sentiments  and  inspiring  words  which 
we  have  just  heard  expressed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  fiom  the  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  our  city,  and  should  make  every 
member  of  the  Gouernment  proud  of  his  opportune 
ties  for  doing  something  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Gentlemen,  trust- 
ing that  our  associations  here  may  be  of  the  most, 
pleasant  character,  and  that  nothing  may  arise  to 
prevent  the  most  friendly  relations  in  Ihe  perform- 
ance of  all  our  duties,  and  again  thanking  you  for 
your  consideration,  I  await  your  further  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Common  Council  informing  that  body  of  the 
organization  of  the  Board,  and  a  recess  of  fifteen  min- 
utes was  taken.  After  the  recess  a  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Common  Council  to  the  effect  that 
the  Council  was  fully  organized  and  ready  to  proceed 
to  business. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a  joint  con- 
vention for  the  choice  of  City  Clerk.  The  Council 
having  concurred,  the  Bourd  proceeded  to  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  to  participate  in  the  convention. 

COMMON    COUNCIL. 

After  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  retired,  Mr.  Shaw 
resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  president  Messrs.  Thacher 
of  Ward  15,  Brackctt.  of  Ward  It),  Cawiev  of  Ward  2, 
Kent  of  Ward  21  and  Winston  of  Ward  8  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect,  the  votes,  and  from 
their  report,  it  appeared  that  Edward  O.  Shepard  of 
Ward  4  was  chosen  president,  he  having  received  72 
votes,  the  whole  number  cast. 

Messrs.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  and  Dean  of  Ward 
12  were  appointed  a  committee  to  conduct  the  presi- 
dent to  the  chair,  and  on  taking  the  chair  the  presi- 
dent, said— 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  you  for  the  confidence  in  me  you  have  dis- 
played and  the  high  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me  in  electing  me  by  your  unanimous  vote  to  this 
important  office.  Whatever  previous  strivings  there 
have  been  in  the  labored  onset  which  on  my  behalf 
was  mainly  opposed  by  the  quiet  influence  of  my 
record  in  this  place  during  the  past  year;  whatever 
unjust  aud  unfounded  arguments  may  have  been 
u>ed  against  me  to  aid  the  opposing  purpose— on 
which  side  any  of  you  may  have  been  arrayed:  these, 
in  so  far  as  you  all  are  concerned,  are  no  longer 
to  be  remembered  by  me,  but  are  fully  can- 
celled by  vour  unanimous  vote  today.  To  be 
called  to  preside  over  the  Common  Council 
of  18T4  I  regard  as  an  especial  honor,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  superior  character,  but  be- 
cause there  are  embraced  in  it,  for  the  first  time,  the 
representatives  of  the  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  wards,  whom,  in  behalf  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Boston,  as  it  was,  I  welcome  to  this  Coun- 
cil Chamber.  Having  occupied  this  office  during  the, 
last  vear,  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  its  duties,  its 
responsibilities,  and  its  difficulties.  It  will  be  my 
conscientious  endeavor,  at  all  times,  to  acquit  my- 
self in  all  that  belongs  to  the  position  with  fidelity 
to  the  public  trust  it  imposes  upon  me,  and  with  a 
due  regard  to  your  rights  and  privileges.  1  shall 
confidently  look  to  you  for  the  support  without  which 
I  cannot  Hope  to  succeed,  aud  tor  your  charitable 
construction  upon  the  errors  and  on  issions  which  I 
may,  from  time  to  time,  unintention;  lly  commit. 

In  justice  to  you  and  to  myself.  I  tane  this  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  in  your  full  assembly  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  has  received  from  me,  or  trom 
any  other  person  with  my  knowledge  or  authority, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  assurance  or  intimation  of 
any  place  or  preferment  which  lies  in  my  power  as 
president  to  bestow.  The  Dersonal  knowledge  of 
the  truth  of  my  statement  which  yourselves  possess, 
gives  the  intentional  lie  to  those  unprincipled  men 
whu  to  secure  their  own  ends  have  said  otherwise. 
A  few  suggestions  that  have  occurred  to  me  from  my 
experience  in  the  two  Councils  prior  to  this,  regard- 
ing matters  that  are  or  may  be  governed  by  your 
rules  and  regulations,  will  be  received  for  what  they 
mav  be  worth.  A  loose  wav  has  heretofore  prevail- 
ed "of  obtaining  the  City  Solicitor's  legal  opinion  for 
the  purpose  of  using  it  in  argument  for  or  against  a 
measure  under  consideration.  If  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  were  constituted  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  this  body  and  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor 
upon  questions  of  the  legality  of  pending  orders 
should  only  be  a.-ked  and  obtained  through  that 
committee,  to  which  all  such  matters  could  be  re- 
ferred, the  opinions  would  without  doubt  be  more 
carefully  asked,  and  the  law  instead  of  the  lawyer 
would  be  more  likely  to  suffer  blame.  A  large  num- 
ber of  reports  and  orders  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  occupy  time  in 
every  meeting,  in  taking  their  several  readings,  but 
which  have  always  been  looked  upon  as  mere  matters 
of  form.  It  is  possible  that  some  method  can  be  de- 
vised, either  by  delegating  the  proper  power  to  the 
committee,  or  in  some  other  way,  by  w-hich  that 
business  can  be  transacted  as  well  as  it  is  now  done, 
and  save  the  time  of  the  City  Council  for  less  formal 
matters. 

Your  presiding  officer  cannot  interfere  with  the 
freedom  of  debate  unless  it  transgresses  some  rule  of 
parliamentary  law  or  of  your  own  adoption.  The 
previous  question  has  heretofore  been  the  only 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  debate.  The  discussion 
of  questions  that  come  before  you  should  be  extend- 
ed enough  to  give  them  the  fullest  consideration,  so 
that  all  may  vote  intelligently  and  upon  their  own 
judgment  of  the  merits;  but  this  is  a  business  body 
and  the  time  of  its  members  ought  not  to  be  occupied 
with  idle  remarks,  or  with  speeches  for  outside  effect 
tnat  are  not  needed  to  give  sufficient  information  or 
argument  to  secure  the  passage  or  defeat  of  the  pend- 
ing measure.  It  is  in  your  power  to  make  such  rules 
regulating  the  freedom  of  debate  as  you  may  think 
expedient. 

This  Common  Council  enters  npon  its  career  under 
the.  most  favorable  auspices.  It  already  deservedly 
enjoys  a  high  reputation  for  the  superior  ability  and 
excellence  of  its  material.  It  possesses  the  public 
confidence  to  an  unusual  degree.  The  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  public  mind  for  wise  and  honest 
legislation  in  municipal  affairs  centre  upon  it.  I  pre- 
dict that  by  the  dignity  and  decorum  that  will  prevail 
in  all  your  proceedings,  by  the  wisdom  that  will  be 
shown  in  your  dealing  with  the  subjects  upon  which 
you  will  be  called  to  act  by  your  disinterested  devo- 
tion to  the  public  trusts  committed  to  your  cnarge, 
the  Common  Council  of   1K74  will  achieve  for  itself  a 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  clerk,  and  Messrs.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  9.  Pease  of  Ward  1.  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Abbott 
of  Ward  3,  and  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  the  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported that  Washington  P.  Gregg  had  been  elected, 
he  receiving  seventy-one  votes.  The  oath  of  office 
was  administered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil by  John  P.  Healy,  the  City  Solicitor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  it  was  or- 
dered that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inform  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  organization  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  Mr.  Barnes  was  appointed  such 
committee  and  attended  to  that  duty. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men that  John  T.  Clark  had  been  elected  chairman 
of  said  board. 

Read  and  placed  on  file. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

A  joint  convention  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  City  Clerk,  the  Mayor  presiding.  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  Councilmen  Flynn  of  Ward  7  and 
Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  were  appoirted  a  committee 
to  receive  ballots,  and  they  reported  that  eighty-four, 
the  whole  number,  had  been  cast  for  Samuel  F.  Mc- 
Cleary,  and  that  he  had  been  chosen. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  City 
Clerk,  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  withdrew,  and  President  Shepard  resumed 
the  chair. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Eight  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

The  following  executive  appointments  were  con- 
firmed; 

Constables— Charles  Burcham,  Joseph  H.  Knox, 
Stephen  P.  Kellogg. 

Special  Policeman— John  J.  Bourne,  Monument- 
square  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  a  committee  on  accounts,  which  resulted 
as  follows:  John  T.  Clark,  12;  James  Power.  12: 
Solomon  B.  Stehbins,  11;  and  Aldermen  Clark. 
Power  and  Stebbins  were  declared  elected  such 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1873  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders 
of  this  Board  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that 
Aldermen be  a  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port if  any  alterations  are  required  therein. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark,  Bigelow  and  Harris 
appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
and  boards  of  directors  of  the  various  institutions 
be  authorized  to  submit  their  annual  reports  in  print 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  such  of  the  subordinate  employes 
in  the  service  of  the  city  of  Charlestown  and  the 
towns  of  West  Roxbury  anil  Brighton,  at  the  time  of 
their  union  with  the  city  of  Boston,  as  may  be  re- 
quired, be  retained  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton under  the  direction  of  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  to  which  their  service  appropriately  be- 
longed until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  several 
superintendents  or  heads  of  departments  be,and  they 
pre  hereby  directed  forthwith  to  take  the  charge  ana 
direction  of  such  employes  accordingly,  and  also  of 
all  public  property  heretofore  belonging  to  said  de- 
partments in  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton. 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  paid  to  said  em- 
ployes, thus  adopted  by  the  -several  departments,  he 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  present  salary  year, 
or  until  otherwise  ordered,  at  the  same  rate  per  day 
or  month  as  was  fixed  for  their  services  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton, respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  late  City  Clerk  of  Charlestown 
and  the  treasurers  of  Charlestown.  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury  be  retained  as  assistant-  respectively 
to  the  City  Clerk  and  City  Treasurer  of  Boston  until 
the  close  of  the  present  salary  year,  at  the  same  ratf> 
of  compensation  heretofore  allowed  to  them  respec- 
tively, for  the  purpese  of  completing  the  work  in 
their  several  departments:  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

,  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurers  of  Charlestown. Brigh- 
ton and  West  Koxbury  be  authorized  to  pay  until  the 
12th  inst.  all  bills  against  their  respective  municipal- 
ities which  have  been  duly  allowed,  approved  and 
audited  up  to  January  1. 

Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow— 

Ordered,  That  until   otherwise   ordered.   Mondays 


CITY       GOVERNMENT, 


1 4  o'clock  P.  M.  be  unsigned  as  the   days   and   hour 
or  holding  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Board. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  one  member  of  the  Common    Council   from 


soldiers  and  the  families  of  the  slain,  pursuant  to  the 
existing  acts  of  the  Legislature;  and  that  said  oom- 
mil  tee  have  power  to  employ  a  paymaster  and  such 
clerical  assistants  as  may  be  required  lor  that  pur- 
pose; and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Soldiers'  Relief. 
Passed. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  Council  appointing 
a  Committee  on  Joint  Utiles  and  Orders.  The  Board 
concurred  and  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Worthtngton 
were  .joined  to  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed consisting  of  three  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  to  take  charge  of  the  unfinished  work  of  pro- 
curing surveys,  plans  and  estimates  for  the  improve- 
ments on  the  district  bounded  northwesterly  by 
Washington  street,  southwesterly  by  Eustis  street, 
and  Wall  street,  southeasterly  by  Albany  street,  and 
northcastetly  by  Northampton  street;  said  committee 
to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Cutter,  Stebbins   and   Pres- 
cott,  appointed. 
Adjourned. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

It  was  ordered — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  that  Thurs- 
day next  at  81;  P.  M.  be  assigned  as  the  time  for  the 
election  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  a  Standing 
Committee  on  Accounts,  and  Messrs.  Wilbur  of 
.  Ward  0,  Powers  of  Ward  4,  and  Train  of  Ward  13 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  that 
Messrs. be  appointed  a  committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  Director  of  I'uhlic  -Instil  utions.  Laid  on  the 
table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  S,  the  following- 
named  persons  were  appointed  the  SfandingCominit- 
tee  of  the  Council  on  Elections:  Messrs.  Woods  of 
Ward  8.  Flat.ley  of  Wind  4,  Long  of  Ward  22,  Bur- 
gess.of  Ward  .1  and  Deal  of  Ward  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burdttt  of  Ward  l(i,  the  Presi- 
dent appointed  Messsr.  Burtlitt  of  Ward  Hi,  Board 
man  of  Ward  14,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Cawley  of  Ward 
2,  and  Kent  of  Ward  21,  a  committee,  with  such  as 
the  Aldermen  may  join,  to  leport  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  the  topics  in  the  Mayor's  inau- 
gural address. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  that  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Council  of  1873  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  Council  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  that  the  Mu- 
nicipal Register  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Utiles  and  Orders,  who  may  em- 
ploy such  assistance  as  may  be  deemed  advisable; 
and  that  they  also  prepare  a  pocket  edition  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  It,  that  Thursday 
next,  at  8  P.  M,,  be  assigned  as  the  time  for  the  elec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  a  Standing  Com 
mittee  on  Finance;  and  Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward  14, 
Loring  of  Ward  12,  and  Thacher  of  Ward  15  were  ap- 
pointed to  make  nominations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  that  the  sev- 
eral joint  standing  committees  be  directed  to  resume 
the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  appropriate  to 
said  committees,  and  all  such  business  be  hereby  re- 
ferred accordingly.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress, that  the  same  may  be  printed.     Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bracket t  of  Ward  10,  the   Presi- 
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rules  and  orders  for  the  Common  Council  for 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— That  Thurs 
day,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  be  the  time 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Council  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— That  the 
Clerk  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  transcript  of 


the  Journal  of  the  Council  for  the  current  municipal 
year. 

The  following  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
received  concurrent  action: 

Order  directing  the  treasurers  of  Charlestown. 
West  Koxbury  and  Brighton  to  pay  bills  until  the 
12th  inst.    Passed. 

Order  to  retain  the  Clerks  and  Treasurers  of 
Charlestown,  West  Koxbury  and  Brighton  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  city  until  otherwise  ordered.    Passed. 

Order  appointing  a  special  committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District-    Passed. 

Order  that  subordinate  employes   in   Charlestown, 
West  Koxbury  and    Brighton    be    retained    by   the 
heeds  of  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston.     Passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatly  of  Ward  4— 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  of  the  City  Council  of  1873 
be  adopted  for  the  government   of  the  present  Coun- 
cil till  otherwise  ordered. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Bracken,  Dean  and  Denny  a 
committee,  with  such  as  the  Aldermen  may  join,  to 
prepare  joint  rules  and  orders  for  the  City  Council 
during  the  present  year. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee  consist- 
ing of  five  members  of  the  Common  Council  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Alderman  may  join,  be  appoint- 
ed, who  shall  consider  the  expediency  of  laying  out 
one  or  more  public  parks,  upon  a  scale  befitting 
the  present  public  demand  and  the  prospective  in- 
crease in  area  and  population  by  additional  annexa- 
tion of  cities  and  towns  to  Boston:  and  to  report 
upon  the  same  with  such  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations as.  in  their  judgment,  the  best  interests 
of  the  metropolis  may  require.  Said  committee  to 
be  called  tin-  Committee  on  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Shaw  explained  that  the  order  wa<  identical  with 
the  one  offered  in  the  last  Council.  He  believed  the 
order  represented  public  sentiment,  and  he  hoped  no 
words  of  his  or  anybody  else  would  be  needed  to  in- 
duce the  Council  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  it  very  unusual  to 
introduce  such  an  order  when  it  was  understood  this 
was  a  meeting  for  routine  business  only.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  charge  of  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  message  should  be  permitted  to  report  on 
this  subject  before  passing  such  an  order  as  this. 
He  moved  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table.  Carried. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council,  together  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  provide  soup  for  the  poor,  said  soup  to 
be  dealt  out  from  various  convenient  localities  under 
the  direction  of  said  committee;  the  expense  of  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inci- 
dentals. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  no  doubt  his  worthy  friend 
from  Ward  '.I  would  object  to  this  order,  but  he  had 
no  objections.  He  only  wanted  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton to  get  the  soup,  and  in  offering  this  measure  he 
believed  he  represented  the  people  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  said  there  is  a  proper  time 
and  place  to  do  everything,  and  this  is  an  improper 
time  to  do  business  with  which  the  Council  is  unfa- 
miliar. He  moved  that  the  order  lie  UDon  the  table, 
though  lie  was  strongly  tempted  to  move  an  indefin- 
ite postponement. 

A  rising  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
taken,  but  before  the  result  was  declared  Mr.  Shaw 
of  Ward  5  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
Council  refused  to  sustain  the  call.  The  President 
announced  the  result  to  be  47  for,  21  against  Mr. 
Denny's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  received  from  W.  F.  Farrington  et 
al.,  for  a  recount  of  the  vote  for  councilmen  in  Ward 
13;  from  Robert  McCue  and  John  W.  Mahan.  giving 
notice  of  intention  to  contest  the  seats  of  Richard 
Jennings  and  Michael  McCarty,  councilmen  elect 
from  Ward  5;  from  John  Sanborn  et  al.,  for  a  recount 
of  the  votes  for  councilmen  in  Ward  21,  and  from  W. 
F.  Watson,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  fourth  seat 
in  the  Council  from  Ward  5. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  draw  for  seats  in  the  usual  manner,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of 
Ward  9,  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    8,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  1 'resident.,  in  the 
chair.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  roll 
was  called. 

Present— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Bracket!,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker.  Crowley,  Cud- 
worth,  Cushnian,  Daeey,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley, 
Plynn,  Fuller, (inldth wait.  Cordon,  Harrington,  Hicks, 
Hine,  Hunncwcll,  Jennings.  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Long,  Loring.  Martin,  Minot,  Molcy,  Mooney,  Noyes, 
Page,  Pease.  Perkins.  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Sweet ser, 
Thacher.  Walhridgo.  Warren,  West,  Weston,  Whis- 
ton,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Wilieuit,  Woods— 
64. 

Absent— Messrs.  Barry.  Bent,  Brown,  Davis,  Lynch, 
McCarty,  Morse,  Peabody,  Train— 9. 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE    ON   ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended in  order  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Elections.     Carried. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Sanborn  et,  al.  for  a  recount  of  votes  cast  for 
members  of  the  Common  Council  at  the  last  election 
in  Ward  81,  reported  that  they  have  carefully  re- 
counted the  original  ballots  in  the  possession  of  the 
City  Clerk,  with  the  following  result:  William  H. 
Kent,  498;  II.  11.  (Handler,  178;  Francis  W.  Pray, 
474;  John  Kelley,  449:  Francis  B.  Bogan,  869;  B.  F. 
Stacey,  6;  William  Howard,  3;  James  R.  Carmichael, 
2;  Charles  A.  West,  2;  J.  Riley,  1.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  William  II.  Kent  and  Francis  W.  Pray,  who 
now  occupy  seats  in  the  Common  Council,  were  duly 
elected. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  i  lie  notices 
from  John  W.  Malum  and  Robert  McCue  contesting 
the  right  of  Richard  Jennings  and  Michael  H.  Mc- 
Carty'to  occupy  the  seats  in  the  Common  Council 
from  Wardo,  and  asking  for  a  recount  of  the  votes 
cast  for  members  of  the  Council  from  said  ward,  and 
for  such  further  action  as  to  the  legality  of  the  elec- 
tion as  may  be  deemed  appropiia'e  and  necessary; 
and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  petition  of  W.  F. 
Watson,  asking  for  a  recouut  of  the  votes  cast  for 
Councilmen,  in  the  belief  that  errors  were  made  in 
the  count  by  the  ward  officers,  reported,  that  al- 
though the  petition  from  W.  F.  Watson  failed  to 
specify  the  ward  in  which  errors  were  alleged,  the 
committee  were  aide  to  identify  it  with  Ward  5,  inas- 
much as  the  petitioner  was  a  candidate  for  the  Coun- 
cil from  that  ward,  and  had  with  others  served  a  no- 
tice on  the  City  Clerk,  immediately  after  the 
election,  setting  forth  his  belief  that  the  re- 
turns were  incorrectly  made  by  the  ward  officers. 
As  the  two  contestants  also  asked  for  a  re- 
count of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Council- 
men,  the  committee  deemed  it  their  duty  to  waive 
any  defects  in  the  form  of  the  applications  and  re- 
count all  the  votes  as  requested.  Upon  unsealing 
the  box  containing  the  original  ballots,  there  was 
found  a  small  bundle  consisting  of  several  envelopes 
and  rolls,  containing  ballots,  or  parts  of  ballots, 
which  had  evidently  not  been  counted  by  the  ward 
Officers,  although  there  was  no  statement  to  show 
whether  they  had  or  had  not  been  counted.  All  the 
ballots  found  in  the  box,  except  those  contained  in 
the  bundle,  were  then  counted  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  George  A.  Shaw  319,  Amos  L.  Noves 
280,  Michael  H.  M'-Carty  260,  Iticliartl  Jennings  254, 
John  W.  Mali.m  ;;:>,  William  W.  Thaiu  184,  Robert 
McCue  235,  James  Kelley  121,  Henry  N.  Stone  411, 
William  F.  Watson  19,  William  Ileinan  14,  W,  J. 
Wilson  15.  W.  G  Baker  15,  Thomas  Wallace  1.  John 
Small,  Jr  ,  12,  Thomas  R.  Wallace  2.  The  ballots 
contained  in  the  bundle  were  then  counted  with 
the  following  result:  Michael  H.  McCarty  26. 
Richard  Jennings  18,  John  W.  Mahan  76,  W. 
F.  Watson  56,  George  A.  Shaw  17,  Robert 
McCue  17,  James  Kelly  9,  Amos  L.  Noyes  4, 
William  W.  Thain  12.  Ona  package  contained 
about  fifty  parts  of  ballots,  pressed  together 
into  a  very  small  compass,  hearing  only  the  names 
of  John  W.  Mahan  and  W.  F.  Watson  for  Council- 
men.    In  another    package  there    were    four   loose 


pasters,  folded  up  in  a  piece  of  a  ballot  bearing  the 
name  of  Richard  Jennintts.  These  pasters  are  not 
included  in  the  fore-going  count,  but  all  the  names 
contained  on  the  other  ballots  or  parts  of  ballots  are 
given.  After  they  were  counted,  the  ballots  were  re- 
stored as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  condition  in  which 
they  were  found.  It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  re- 
count of  the  votes  which  appear  to  have  been  p.op- 
erly  cast,  the  sitting  members  are  entitled  to  their 
seats.  If  the  votes  which  appear  to  have  been  ille- 
gally cast  are  counted,  John  W.  Mahan  has  a  larger 
number  than  Richard  Jennings.  Under  these  cir- 
cumsiances  the  committee  have  not  considered  it 
proper  to  pursue  the  investigation  further,  and  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  without  instructions  from 
the  Council.  A  comparison  of  the  published  returns 
of  the  ward  officers,  with  the  recount  by  the  com- 
mittee is  appended: 

Published       Recouut  of       Ballotsin 
Name.  returns,     regular  ballots,      bundle. 

John  W.  Mahan 243  233  76 

Henry  X.  stone :.;-  46 

William  W.  Thain 178  184  12 

Amos  L.  Noyes 364  280  4 

Michael  H.  Mel  arty.. 252  260  26 

Robert  McCue 233  235  17 

Richard  Jennings. 252  254  18 

George  A.  Shaw 302  319  17 

.lames  Kelle\ 116  121  9 

William  I-'.  Watson....  23  19  56 

William    Hemall 14 

W.  J.  Wilson 15 

W.  G.  Baker "      15 

Thomas  Wallace 1 

John  Small,  Jr 12 

Thomas  R.  Wallace 2 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  F.  Farrington  et  al.,  for  a  recount  of  the 
votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Common  Council  at 
the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward  13,  reported  that 
they  have  carefully  recounted  the  original  ballots 
with  the  following  result:  William  Morse- 352,  Wil- 
liam G.  Train  11)1,  Martin  Lynch  331.  Nathan  S.  Wil- 
bur 382,  W.  Klliot  Woodward  311),  John  J.  Fox  317, 
J.  P.  Connell  277.  John  Norton  260,  A.  W.  Newman 
19,  Daniel  Whittaker  11.  James  B.  Wheeler  8,  Gideon 
Jenkins  8,  H.  B.  Chamberlin  1.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  William  .Morse,  William  G.  Train,  W. 
Elliot  Woodward  and  Nathan  S.  Wilbur  were  elected, 
and  that  Martin  Lynch,  who  received  a  certificate  of 
election,  and  now  occupies  a  seat  in  this  board,  was 
not  elected.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  p  appears  from  a  recount  of  the  original 
ballots  cast  al  the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward  13, 
that  W.  Elliot  Woodward  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  from  said  ward,  in  place  of 
Martin  Lynch, who  received  a  cei tilieate  of  election- 
Resolved,  That  W.  Elliot  Woodward  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  in  this  board  now  occupied  by  Martin 
Lynch. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  preamble  and  res- 
olution adopted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  conduct  Mr.  Woodward  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  or  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified  as  a 
member  of  the  Council.  Carried;  and  Messrs.  Flynn 
of  Ward  7  and  Powers  of  Ward  4  were  appointed 
said  committee  They  subsequently  reported  that 
they  had  attended  to  the  duty  assigned,  and  that  Mr. 
Woodward  had  taken  and  subscribed  to  the  necessary 
oaths  of  office  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  report  was  accepted  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward took  his  peat. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  authorizing  the  heads  of  departments,  etc., 
to  submit  their  annual  reports  in  print.     Passed. 

Order  for  the  appoiatment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
determine  and  pay  the  allowance  of  State  aid  to  "the 
families  of  disabled  soldiers  and  the  families  of  the 
slain."  Passed;  and  Messrs.  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Gordon  of  Ward  3,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  Jennings  of  Ward  5,  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Bar- 
ry of  Ward  7,  Brown  of  Ward  8,  Peabodv  of  Ward  9, 
Leach  of  Waul  HI.  <  Mduorth  of  Ward  11,  Walbridge 
of  Ward  12.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Sweat  of  Ward  14, 
Fuller  of  Ward  15,  Perkins  of  Ward  16.  Minot  of 
WTard  17,  Moley  of  Ward  19,  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Pray 
of  Ward  21,  Hicks  of  Ward  22,  were,  appointed  said 
committee. 

Severally  acted  upon  in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  a  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12. 

REPORT   OF   THE    BOARD   OF   FIRE    COMMISSIONERS. 

The  second  monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  was  submitted,  giving  details  of  the 
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fires  and  alarms  during  the  month  of  December. 
Whole  number  of  alarms  during  the  month  54.  in- 
cluding 23  still  rlarms;  loss  on  buildings.  SU.IW: 
insurance  on  do..  $10,589:  loss  on  stock,  £8130  50; 
insurance  on  do.,  $6447  50;  number  of  alarms  during 
mouth  of  December.  1872,  46. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Charles  J. 
Prescott  resigning  his  position  as  Trustee  at  large  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

-  On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  resignation 
was  accepted  and  the  communication  sent  up. 

COMMITTEE   ON  FINANCE. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Finance,  submitted  a  report,  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  William  H.  West  of  Ward 
16,  George  P.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  Benjamin  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  Charles  E.  Powers  of  Ward  4.  Halsey  J. 
Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Francis  H.  Peabody  of  Ward 
9,  and  Francis  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— As  one  of  the  committee 
on  nomination,  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee last  year,  and  who  was  a  member  of  two  other 
important  committees,  and  also  a  Director  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries,  has  declined  a  renomination 
that  a  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
largest  banking  firms  in  the  city  may  be  elected  a 
member  of  this  committee  Mr.  Weston  also  desired 
to  make  room  on  the  committee  for  a  member  of  the 
Council  from  one  of  the  new  wards.  It  is  due  to  that 
gentleman  that  these  facts  should  be  stated,  as  they 
snow  a  sensitive  regard  for  the  feelings  and  rights  of 
others. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Barnes  of  Ward  11  the  Council  at  eight  o'clock  pro- 
ceeded, according  to  special  assignment,  to  ballot  for 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  presi- 
dent appointed  Messrs.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Loring  of 
Ward  12  and  Bent  of  Ward  2  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  'and  count  votes.  They  reported  the  following 
result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 71 

Necessary  to  a  choice 36 

William  H.  West , 70 

.  George  P.  Denny 71 

Benjamin  1  lean 71 

Charles  E.  Powers 71 

Halsey  J .  Boardman 71 

Francis  H.  Peabody 71 

Francis  Hunnewell 71 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

Messrs.  West,  Denny.  Dean,  Powers.  Boardman. 
Peabody  and  Hunnewell  weie  declared  elected. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED 

By  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  the  officers 
of  Batterv  A.  Boston  Li-lit  Artillerv,  for  new  armorv. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 -Petition  of  Captain  H. 
A.  Thomas,  for  new  armory  for  Company  D.  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table. 

COMMITTEE   ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  on  Accounts, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
James  J.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Frederick  Pease  of  Ward 
1,  J.  Q.  A.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Amos  L.  Noves  of 
Ward  5,  William  H.  Kent  of  Ward  21. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the 
Council  proceeded,  by  special  assignment  made  at  the 
last  meeting,  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  Accounts. 
The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
Weston  of  Ward  1  and  Crocker  of  Ward  6  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  report- 
ed the  following  as  the  result  of  the  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  votes 70 

Neces»ary  to  a  choice 36 

James  J.  Flynn 68 

Frederick  Pease 69 

J.Q.A.  Brackett 70 

Amos  L.  Noyes 69 

William  H.  Kent '  70 

G.  A.  Shaw 2 

J.K.Crowley .'  2 

Messrs.  Flynn,  Pease,  Brackett,  Noyes  and  Kent 
were  declared  elected. 

THE  POST-OFFICE    EXTENSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — 

Whereas,  The  United  States  Government  did.  on 
the  3d  of  March  last,  make  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  land  to  extend  the  new  Post-Office  site  in  this 
city,  the  only  condition  to  said  extension  being  the 


widening  of  certain  streets  adjoining  the  said  site; 
and 

Whereas,  The  condition,  has  been  fully  complied 
with  on  the  part  of  this  city,  at  an  expense  of  at  least 
half  a  million  dollars,  incurred  solely  with  a  view  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  Post  Office;  and 

Whereas,  The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Govern- 
.ment  has  been  found  insufficient  to  properly  com- 
pensate the  owners  of  the  lands  required  for  the  ex- 
tension: and 

Whereas,  A  report  was  made  by  the  Sub-Committee 
on  Appropriations  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  6th  inst.,  recommending  that  no  additional 
appropriation  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  purchase, 
of  additional  land — 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
of  Boston,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment is  fully  pledged  to  extend  the  Post  Office  to 
Congress  street,  as  provided  in  the  act  of  Marca  b, 
1873.  and  to  make  reasonable  and  just  compensation 
for  the  lands  taken  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  with  siich  as  the 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  appear  before 
the,  Committee  on  Appropriations  at  Washington, 
and  represent  the  views  of  the  City  Government  and 
citizens  of  Boston  as  to  the  importance  of  enlarging 
the  Post  Office  as  originally  proposed;  and  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  accompany  said 
committee;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  ask  for  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  that  the  order  may  be  passed  this  evening.  A 
despatch  has  been  sent  to  ex-Mayor  Pierce  asking 
him  to  request  the  Congressional  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations not    to  take  further  steps  in   the  matter 


mittee  have  agreed  to  the  sugges:ion  made  by  him. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  charge  of  this  mat- 
ter that  if  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  City 
Council  to .  go  there,  they  may  possibly  get  this 
appropriation  through— that  is,  if  they  go  immedi- 
ately. I  therefore  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended. 
The  rules  were  suspended,  the  resolve  and  order 
were  passed,  and  Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Dean  of 
Ward  12,  and  Boardman  of  Ward  14  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — 

Ordered.   That   Messrs.   ,   with   such   as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferries. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1.  Train  of 
Ward  13.  and  Brackett  of  Ward  10  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7— 

Ordered,  That   Messrs. .  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  Superintendents  of  Bridges. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  Day  of 
Ward  1,  and  Walbridge  of  Ward  12  were  appoiuted 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— 

Ordered,  That    Messrs.    ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  nominate  a  Harbor  Master. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Abbott 
of  Ward  3.  and  Sibley  of  Ward  20  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— 

Ordered,  That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  Weighers  ana  Inspectors  of 
Ballast. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Warren  of 
Ward  12,  and  Cushman  of  Ward  1  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4— 

Ordered,    That  Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Sauares. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Noyes  of 
Ward  5,   and  Moley  of  Ward  19  were   appointed  said 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8— 

Ordered,  That   Messrs. .  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Woods  of  Ward  8.  Morse  of 
Ward  13,  and  Crowley  of  Ward  7  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — 

Ordered.    That     Messrs.    -,     with     such     as 
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the  ISounl  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a[ipoin.'ed  a 
committee  to  nominate  a  Oochituate  Water  Board. 

Passed,  and  Messrs  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Powers  of 
Ward  4,  and  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  were  appointed 
said  committee^ 

On  motion  (if  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,    That   Messrs.   ,  with     such     as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  .ioin,  be  a  commit.ee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Messenger. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Barnes  of 
Ward  11.  and  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2- 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with    such    as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee  to   nominate  Trustees  of   the   City  Hospital. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  Denny  of 
Ward  9,  and  Bearce  of   Ward  11  were  appointed  said 


of  Mr.  Bleiler  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,    That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Superintendent,  of  Streets. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Bleiler  of  Ward  15,  Woodward 
of  Ward  13,  and  Dacey  of  Ward  20  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Davis  of  Ward  14  — 

Ordered,  That    Messrs. ,  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  .join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Kire  Commission. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— As  that  is  a  matter  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  I  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  order.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16- 

Ordered,  That   Messrs. ,    with    such   as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committ.e  to 
nominate  Trustees  of  the  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  West  of  Ward  Hi,  Page  of 
Ward  9.  and  Minot  of  Ward  17  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  order  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  nominate  a  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  Public  institutions  was  taken  from  the  table, 
amended  so  as  to  consist  of  five  members  on  the  part 
of  the  Council,  and  as  amended  passed.  Messrs. 
Whiston  of  Wards,  Wilbur  of  Ward!).  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  Pray  of  Ward  21,  and  Hunnevvell  of  Ward 
19  were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Thacher  of  Ward  15- 

Ordered,   That  Messrs. .  with    such  as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  lie  a  committee  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sewers. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Adams 
of  Ward  14,  and  Hine  of  Ward  fi  were  appointed  said 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9- 

Ordered,   That  Messrs. .  with    such    as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  he  appointed  to  nom- 
inate Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  and  Crocker  of  Ward  (i  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

A   PERSONAL     EXPLANATION. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  take  this  opportu 
nity,  with  the  permission  of  the  Council,  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  some  portions  of  my  opening  remarks  at  the 
organization  of  the  Council,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  canvass  for  the  presidency,  have  been 
misconstrued,  as  referring  to  my  honorable  oppo- 
nent, the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  and  his  imme- 
diate friends  in  this  Council.  It  is  my  pleasure  and 
my  duty  to  take  this  earliest  opportunity  to  disavow 
all  intention  of  reflecting  upon  him,  or  upon  them, 
in  what  I  then  said.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  my 
language  was  capable  of  such  an  interpretation.  I 
simply  intended  to  denounce  in  direct,  terms  the  un- 
worthy means  that,  were  resorted  toby  persons  out- 
side of  this  Council  in  inventing  and  circulating  re- 
ports concerning  me  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now, 
believe,  that  any  member  of  this  Council  was  a  party 
to  the  dishonorable  tactics  that  may  have  been  used, 
and  I  am  certain  that  my  friend,  Mr.  Boardman,  did 
not  participate  in  them,  and  I  regret  that  any  words 
of  mine  should  have  conveyed  a  wrong  impression 
to  any  one. 

OBDERS  PRESENTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  be  re- 
quested t»  consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
fire-alarm  telegraph  into  the  19th  Ward  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
lie  requested  to  consider  the  immediate  necessity  of 
providing  suitable  police  stations  for  the   19th  Ward. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
newell of  Ward  19. 

auditor's  monthly  exhibit. 

The  Chair  presented  the  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit 
for  December  (City  Doc.  No.  3).  It  was  sent  up. 
Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  expenditures  for 
the  month : 


Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc. 

General *ll,23l.i;i?  si; 

Special !i.4!M.2f.l  in 


K\|ielldei|  I    !)C\-,M>lhl"<|. 

s  s,;i'Mi:j  i;      s2.'.'.s'.i..-,uj  i::i 
ri.:;i;;.r,r,'.i  is        i,2::n.;n2  as 


$20,724,877  32      $13,504,672  35      $7,220,201  '.17 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
JANUARY    13,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  men  nig  of  I  he  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  ill  lour  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  his  Honor 
Mayor  Cohb  in  the  chair. 

RULES    AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  commitee  to  prepare 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  Board 
during  the  municipal  year,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last 
Board  of  Alderman  he  adopted  asthe  rules  and  orders 
of  this  board,  with  I  he  following  amendment,  name- 
ly: Insert  in  section  24,  after  the  word  "remon- 
strances" "3d— Unfinished  business  of  preceding 
meetings." 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Chiller  submitted  report  (printed  City 
Document  No.  8)  from  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  City  Council  during  the  ensuing 
municipal  year,  who  having  considered  the  subject 
recommend  that  the  following  changes  he  made  in 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  last.  City  Council,  namely: 

Changing  the  name  of  the  committee  on  "institu- 
tions at  South  Boston  and  Deer  Island,"  to  "Public 
Institutions." 

Making  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three  Councilmen,  so  as 
to  conform  to  the  new  fire  ordinance. 

Striking  out  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms,  that 
department  having  been  consolidated  with  the  Fire 
Department. 

Increasing  the  Committees  on  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings and  Armories  from  five  to  eight  members,  on 
account  of  the  additional  duties  devolving  upon 
them  by  the  growth  of  the  city. 

Requiring  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report 
upon  all  requests  for  additional  appropriations, 
transfers  or  loans. 

Requiring  joint  committees  to  report  to  the  board 
in  winch  the  subject  of  theii  report  originated. 

Requiring  reports  to  be  signed  by  a  member  of  the 
committee  belonging  to  the  body  to  which  the  report 
is  presented. 

Requiring  notice  to  be  given  by  the  clerks  when 
any  ordinance,  order  or  resolution  originating  in  one 
branch  is  rejected  in  the  other. 

Accompanying  the  report  was  ^an  order  covering 
the  proposcc1  changes  in  the  rules. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  his  honor  the  Mayor,  in 
accoidamv  therewith,  appointed  the  following-named 
Aldermen  as  members  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
the 

JOINT   STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

Armories— Aldermen  Worthington,  Claif,  Hall. 

Assessors'  Department — Aldermen  Harris,  Cutter, 
Stebbins. 

Bathing— Aldermen  Power,  Brooks,  Prescott. 

Claims — Aldermen  Cutter,  Worthington,  Brooks. 

Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Bigelow. 

Ferries — Aldermen  Emery,  stebbins,  Brooks. 

Engineer's  Department— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cut- 
ter. 

Fire  Department — Aldermen  Harris,  Bigelow. 

Fuel— Aldermen  Peters,  Prescott. 

Harbor— Aldermen  lirooks,  Harris. 

Health— Aldermen  Worthington,  Power. 

City  Hospital— Aldermen  Clark,  Hall. 

Institutions — Aldermen  Worthington,  Cutter,  Pres- 
cott. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Aldermen  Peters,  Hall. 

Legislative  Matters — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington 

Ordinances— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Hal',  Peters. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Aldermen  Hall,  Harris. 

Public  Buildings— Aldermen  Emery,  Clark,  Pres- 
cott. 

Public  Instruction — Aldermen  Prescott,  Cutter, 
Worthington. 

Public  Lands— Aldermen  Emery,  Stebbins,  Brooks. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Peters,  Emery,  Pres- 
cott. 

Printing — Aldermen  Power,  Worthington. 

Salaries — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Prescott. 

Streets— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Worthington. 

Surveyor's  Department — Aldermen  Hall,  Emery. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Aldermen 
Brooks,  Power,  Hall. 

Treasury  Department— Aldermen   Peters,   Brooks. 

Water— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Clark,  Bigelow. 
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Bridges— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Harris. 

Cemeteries— Aldermen  StebbiriB,  Peters,  Hall. 

County  Accounts  — Aldermen  Harris,  Stebbins, 
Bigelow. 

Faneuil  Hall,  etc.— Aldermen  Emery,  Clark,  Pres- 
cott. 

Lamps— Aldermen  Hall,  Emery,  Peters. 

Licenses—  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins,  Emery. 

Markets,  etc.— Aldermen  Prescott,  Worthington, 
Harris. 

Paving— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Peters. 

Police— Aldermen  Cutter,  Clark,  Peters. 

Sewers— Aldermen  Power,  Bigelow,  Harris. 

Steam  Engines— Aldermen  lirooks,  Power,  Emery. 

Streets- -Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Worthington. 

PROJECTING   SIGNS. 

The  following  was  submitted: 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston— 
I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Ihe  Chief  of  Police 
in  relation  to  signs  projecting  over  the  streets  in  the 
"burnt  district,"  so-cailed.  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  some  action  to  restrain  the  occu- 
pants of  buildings  on  this  district  from  entering  into 
a  useless  competition  in  using  the  public  .streets 
(which  have  been  widened  at  great  expense  by  the 
city)  for  the  display  of  projecting  signs  and  barriers. 
Added  to  the  fact  that  such  projections  are  liable  to 
become  dangerous  to  public  travel,  they  disfigure  the 
beautiful  buildings  which  all  the  citizens  of  Boston 
take  pride  in  having  appear  to  the  best  advantage. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  accompanying 
the  message,  gives  the  street  and  number  where  such 
signs  project,  the  name  of  the  proprietor  and  the  dis- 
tance the  sign  projects  from  the  building.  There  are 
forty-nine  signs  reported.  The  Chief  says,  "I  cannot 
learn  that  any  one  claims  to  have  had  permission, 
expressed  or  implied,  for  putting   out   any  of  these 


EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Constables— Joel  F.  Cotton,  Edward  Glafling,  Isaac 
Jacobs,  George  K.  Ilaynes,  George  A.  Walker,  Nich- 
olas G.  Lynch,  William  T.  Gardner,  Perez  K.  Jacobs, 
George  E.  Culler,  .lames  Miskelley. 

Special  Police  Officers  Without  Pay  —  John  L. 
Brockway,  for  Suffolk  Market:  John  McCarty,  Long- 
wood  avenue  and  its  vicinity. 

Railroad  Police  Officer— Frank  Moulton,  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad. 

Undertaker— Bernard  E.  Murray  of  West  Roxbury 
District. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Mayor's  Clerk— James  L.  Hillard. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Stephen  P.  Kelley,  Caleb  B.  Watts, 
Joseph  II.  Knox,  David  M.  R.Dow,. John  M.  Hodgate, 
Charles  Butcham,  constables,  and  Charles  W.  Kim- 
ball, Assistant-Register  of  Deeds,  being  duly  certi- 
fied, were  approved  by  the  Board. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Timothy  Gunning  et 
al.,  to  be  paid  for  work  done  on  the  highways  in 
West  Roxbury  during  the  latter  portion  of  Decem- 
ber, 1873. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  Elisha  T.  Loring,  for  leave  to  cut  down  trees 
on  Ashland  street,  Ward  16. 

Charies  H.  Bolles  et.  al,  for  removal  of  tree  from 
the  south  side  of  Waverley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  Hyland,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Regent  street. 

Frank  F.  Ordway  et  at.,  for  crossing  stones  across 
Dorchester  avenue  from  Cottage  street  to  Crescent 
avenue. 

John  McCarthy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  near  Linden  street. 

Hersey,  Washburn  &  Co.  et  al ,  remonstrance 
against  naving  swing  signs  projecting  over  Federal 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  BuiUlintjx.  Social  Law 
.Library,  for  use  of  an  additional  room  in  the  Court 
House. 


horses  on  Fourth  street,  No.  946. 

James  L.  Miller,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  seven 
horses  on  Middle  street.  Ward  12. 

Joseph  Sidwell,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Webster  street,  No.  174. 

William  Kelley  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed erection  of  a  stable  at  839  Fourth  street  by  J. 
H.  Wigglesworth. 
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John  O'Shaughiiessy  et  al  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  by  James  L.  Miller  on  Middle 
street. 

J.  M.  Smith,  to  occupy  a  riding-school  stable  for 
sixty-four  horses  in  rear  of  104:3  Washington  street; 
also  petitions  of  Daniel  Denny,  Jr.,  et  al.,  and  Mrs. 
Nai  liancl  \\  alker,  et.  al.,  in  aid  of  same. 

John  Butland,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  H  street,  rear  No.  90. 

ORDER  OP  NOTICE. 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.  Simmons  &  Son,  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  at  Oak 
Hall,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  February  2,  at  4  P.  M. 

REPORTS   OP  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  city  officers  were  submitted,  abstracts 
of  which  are  herewith  appended: 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  For  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber, November  and  December— Balance  tin  band 
October  1,  S405:  received  from  the  Treasurer,  $18  500; 
disbursed,  #18,1)711;  leaving  balance  on  band  of  #235; 
total  number  of  applicants,  3450. 

Annual  Reports  of  Superintendents  of  Br'utge*. 
Federal  street —Vessels  parsed  through  the  draw. 
9430;  days  0633,  nights  2707.  Dover  street— Total 
number  of  vessels  passea  through.  0844.  Broadway 
Bridge— Total  vessels  passed  through,  7074.  Meridian 
street— Total  vessels,  2483.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge— Total  vessels,  13,132.  Chelsea  street— Total, 
vessels,  7. 

Weigher*  and  Inspector*  of  Lighter*.  Receipts  for 
thc'(|uartcr  ending  December  31,  $814  05;  expenses, 
$235;  lighters  inspected,  181. 

Siiptriiiluiilmt  of  Lamp*.  The  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent,  of  Lamps  was  submitted,  con- 
taining a  tabalar  statement  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  department  during  the  past  municipal  year,  a 
table  showing  the  expenditures  in  detail  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  one  showing  the  comparative  net 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  public  lamps,  together 
with  such  general  information  as  may  be  of  interest 
relating  to  the  department.  The  department  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  men  employ- 
ed are  as  a  general  thing  prompt  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them.  The  past 
year  has  been  one  of  activity  in  this  department,  on 
account,  of  the  removal  of  and  replacing  lamps  on 
many  of  the  sfreets  in  the  ■•fire  district."  and  the 
ne.w  sections  of  the  city.  The  supplies  and  fixtures  to 
many  lamps  in  the  city  have  been  renewed;  large 
numbers  of  them  being  small  and  decayed  from  long 
use.  Many  iron  posts  have  been  set  in  place  of  un- 
sightly and  decayed  wooden  ones.  The  contracts 
have  not  been  changed  with  the  gas  companies  dur- 
ing the  year,  aiad  the  only  change  made  since  the 
contract  with  the  Dorchester  Gas  Light  Company,  in 
November,  1870,  has  been  in  the  removal  of  the 
United  States  tax.  There  are  one  hundred  and  six 
men  employed  in  the  department  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: Gas  lamps— city  proper  47,  South  Boston  9, 
East  Boston  0.  Itoxhury  19,  Dorchester  12,  Brookline 
1.  Fluid  lamps— city  proper  2.  South  Bo?ton  3,  East 
Boston  2,  Itoxhury  1.  Dorchester  3. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  number  of  gas 
lamDs  in  use  in  the  various  sections  of  the  city,  on 
the  15th  of  December,  1873,  as  compared  with  the  six 
previous  years: 

1867.   1868.    1869.    1870.    1871.    1872.    1873. 

City  Proper 2.948     3,015    3,155     3215     3,371     3,453     3.1121 

Kast  I'.ustiin....  350  358  377  404  416  434  458 
South  Boston..    439      452       487       517       591       642       696 

Roxbury 567       589       707       838       930    1078    1,191 

Dorchester., 314      401      580      692      760 

Brookline 45        47 

Totals 4,304    4,414    5,040    5,045    5,888    6,344    6,776 

The  increase  in  the  separate  sections  of  the  city, 
as  above,  has  been  as  follows:  In  1873,  city  proper, 
171;  East  Boston,  24;  South  Boston,  54;  Roxbury, 
113;  Dorchester,  US;  Brookline,  2;  total,  432. 

There  are  now  806  fluid  lamps  in  use,  distributed 
as  follows:  City  proper  131.  East  Boston  294,  South 
Boston  248,  Roxbury  60,  Dorchester  73— a  net  total 
decrease  during  the  year  of  34.  The  laying  of  new 
mains  by  the  gas  companies  is  gradually  causing  the 
almost  useless  lighting  of  the  streets  with  fluid  to  be 
abandoned,  and  it.  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  liberal  course 
will  be  pursued  by  these  corporations,  to  the  end  that 
all  our  streets  may  be  lighted  in  a  proper  and  satis- 
factory manner.  The  appropriation  for  the  financial 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  April  next,  was  #390. 000; 
amount  expended  to  date,  £261,071  65;  balance  un- 
expended, #125,925  35. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Chief -of -Police.  Arrests  for  quarter  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1873,  6920;  males,  5547;  females,  1373;  Ameri- 
cans, 2511;  foreigners,  4409;  non-residents,  1610;  mi- 
nors, 1209;  committed,  4607;    lodgers,  15,845;    males, 


13,966;  females,  1879:  Americans,  6333:  foreigners, 
9512;  non-residents.  12.9.11;  minors,  1998.  Amount 
of  property  taken  from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and 
restored,  #18,775  22;  property  reported  stolen  in  the 
city,  #19.256;  property  recovered  which  was  stolen 
in  and  out  of  the  city.  #18, 336  01:  tines  imposed  by 
the  courts,  #16,518;  amount  of  imprisonment  im- 
posed, 435  years  5  months;  amount  received  for  dog 
licenses,  #307;  expendituies  of  the  department  for 
the  quarter,  #166,452  26;  balance  of  appropriation  in 
treasury,  #198.037  90. 
Placed  on  file. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  copy  of  the  Mayor's  Address.     Passed. 

Order  for  adoption  of  Joint  Rules  of  1873  until 
otherwise  ordered.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  preparation  of  the  Municipal  Regis 
ter  for  this  year,  also  for  a  pocket,  edition  of  Rules 
and  Orders  and  of  Committees.     Passed. 

Order  for  reference  of  unfinished  joint  business  to 
the  several  standing  committees.    Passed. 

Resolve'  and  order  for  appointment  of  a  special 
Committee  (Messrs.  Flynn,  Dean  and  Boardman, 
with  such  as  this  Board  may  join),  to  proceed  to 
Washington  and  urge  the  General  Government  to 
carry  out  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  United 
States  Post  Oflire.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark  and 
Worthington  joined  to  the  committee. 

Resignation  of  Charles  J.  Prescott  as  trustee  at 
large  of  the  City  Hospital.     Accepted. 

Order  referring  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
in  the  hands  of  the  joint  standing  committees  to 
the  corresponding  committees  of  the  present  year. 
Passed. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  state  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions on  January  5,  1874,  (City  Doc.  No.  3.)  Placed 
on  file. 

COMMITTEES  JOINED, 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  officers  were  received  from 
the  Common  Council  and  passed  in  concurrence,  and 
the  following  appointments  made  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  accordance  therewith: 

Mayor's  Address— Aldermen  Clark.  Power,  Steb- 
bins. 

Harbor  Master — Aldermen  Power,  Hall. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Ballast  and-Lighters, 
etc. — Aldermen  Brooks,  Peters.' 

Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark, 
Worthington". 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  —  Aldermen 
Emery,  Prescott.     . 

Water  Board— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Bigelow. 

City  Messenger- Aldermen  Bigelow.  Emery. 

Trustees  of   the    City   Hospital— Aldermen   Clark. 

Superintendent  of  Streets— Aldermen  Cutter,  Pow-' 
er. 

Superiitendent  of  Bridges— Aldermen  Power,  Har- 
ris. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  Eme- 
ery,  Cutter. 

>  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery-  Aldermen  Peters, 


Directors  for  Public  Institutions— Aldermen  Cut- 
ter. Worthington,  Prescott. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers. -Aldermen  Prescott, 
Bigelow. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Aldermen  Bigelow, 
Peters. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  on  the  part,  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
be  authorized  to  fit  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  and  his  assistants,  the  two 
rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  Probate  Register,  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Court  House;  the  expense 
to  be  chargeu  lo  the  appropriations  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on   Faneuil   Hall   be 
requested  to  report  to  this  Board  a  new  series  of  regu- 
lations for  the  use  of  said  hall. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  re- 
port what  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  bridges,  to  enable  the  City  Council  to 
elect  superintendents  of  Chelsea  Bridge,  Warren 
Bridge,  Charles-River  Bridge,  Prison-Point  Bridge 
and  Maiden  Bridge. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Po- 
lice Department  in  Brighton,  Charlestown  and  West 
Roxbury  receive  the  same  compensation  per  month 
as  the  corresponding  officers  and  members  of  the  Po- 
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lice  Department  in  this  city,  except  thai  the  officers 
in  charge  of  tlic  said  departments  in  the  fnst-imincd 
localities  shall  receive  the  pay  of  captains  in  the  Po- 
lice Department. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
draw  upon  the  City  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  all 
executions  or  judgments  of  court  against  the  city 
when  properly  certified  as  correct  by  the  City  Solici- 
tor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  — 

Whereas,  It,  appears  to  this  Board  that  a  necessity 
exists  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  m  Merchants' 
row.  between  state  and  Chatham  streets    it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That,  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  construct  a  common 
sewer  in  said  Merchants'  row  and  to  report  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof  to  this  Board. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow— 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  he  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized,  in  accordance  with  section  14, 
chapter  50,  of  the  General  Statutes,  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  to  restrain  sales  by  minors,  or  to 
grant  licenses  for  minors  to  make,  such  sales,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  prescribe. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery — 

Ofdered,  That,  the  Town  Hall  in  West  Roxbury  be 
leased  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  to 
any  proper  parties  who  may  apply  for  the  use 
of  said  hall  for  the  purposes  of  exhibi- 
tions, concerts,  etc.,  at  such  rates  per  night 
and  on  such  conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  may  prescribe.  The  receipts  from  this 
source,  after  the  deduction  of  all  expenses  incident 
thereto  to  be  paid  by  said  Superintendent,  quarterly, 
into  the  city  treasury. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Committee  on  Streets 
of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  betterments 
relating  to  the  laying  out  or  widening  of  streets  to 
arbitration  for  settlement,  the  said  committee  is 
hereby  authorized  to  refer  such  claims,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solicitor. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  reported  in  lavor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  W.  II.  Mason  &  Co..  for  auctioneers'  license 
at  41  Tremont  street;  A.  Harmon,  to  give  exhibition 


of  magic  at  John  A.  Andrew  Hall.  Febuary  25;  A.  K. 
Adams,  to  give  dramatic  exhibition  at  Sumner  Hall, 
January  13;  A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  three  concerts  at 
Music  Hall.  January  12.  13  and  Hi;  Smith  &  Wright, 
for  victualler's  license  at  corner  of  Court  and  Brattle 
streets;  C.  II.  Starkey,  for  auctioneers'  license  at 
corner  Travers  and  Beverly  streets;  Charles  A.. 
Buyland,  to  keep  intelligence  office  at  11  Staniford 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Clark  submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street 
damages  as  follows:  Charles  Pope,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  heirs  of  Joseph  liumslead  sis.1;  7n,  widening 
Magazine  street ;  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York,  §37,926,  widening  Pearl  street;  Charles 
Pope,  trustee  for  heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead,  s:)57  22, 
widening  Magazine  street;  James  Parker,  Sl5!l!l, 
widening  Pearl  street:  Susan  C.  Wheelright,  S2l:jii  75, 
widening  Pearl  street:  K.  L.  Perkins,  S502,  extension 
of  Thornton  street;  William  V.  Weld,  $55,(115,  exten- 
sion of  Franklin  street  to  Pearl  street  and  widening 
Federal  street.     Severally  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow— 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
relating  to  the  improvement  on  Fort  Hill  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  (-(insisting  of  the  chairmen  of 
the'.Committees  on  Streets,  Paving  and  Sewers,  to  be 
called  the  Special  Committee  on  Fort-Hill  Improve- 
ment, with  authority  to  exercise  all  the  powers  re- 
lating to  settlements  for  contracts,  work  and  other 
matters  relating  thereto,  and  also  all  matters  relating 
to  the  erection  of  temporary  structures  on  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  on  the  Fort-Hill  Territory,  which 
were  held  by  the  special  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  1873. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees  of 
this  Board  resume  the  unfinished  business  of  last 
year  which  is  appropriate  to  said  committees. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  announced  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  had  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Alderman  Clatk  as  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow — 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with 
such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  appointed 
to  have  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  army  and  navy 
monument  on  Boston  Common,  as  provided  in  the 
contract  with  Marl  in  Milmore. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Stebbins  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  ( 'lark,  i  lie  Board  adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    15,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil wae  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.M.  The 
Council  was  called  lo  order  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
the  senior  member,  the  President  being  absent. 

ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT  PRO  TEM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  president  pro  tern.  The 
Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Martin  of 
Ward  7  and  Sibley  of  Ward  2(lu  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  lo  a  cboice 29 

George  P.  Denny 25 

Benjamin  Dean 22 

W.  H.  Kent 1 

George  A.Shaw 5 

James  .1.  Flynn 1 

J.  K.  Cro wley 1 

C.  A.  Burdltt 1 

H.  G.  Denny 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 
A  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 70 

Necessary  lea  choice 36 

George  P.  Denny 36 

Benjamin  Deau 28 

George  A.Shaw 4 

James  J.  Flynn 2 

Mr.  Denny  was  declared  elected. 
At  the  request  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 
informed  the  President  pro  tern,  of  his  election  and 
escorted  him  to  his  seat. 

The  President  pro  tern.— Gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  For  the  preference  you  have  manifest- 
ed for  me  this  evening,  in  electing  me  to  tne  position 
of  presiding  officer  of  the  Council  pro  tem.,  please 
accept  my  thanks.  Called  unexpectedly  to  preside, 
and  without  any  recent  familiarity  with  the  duties  of 
the  position,  I  must  therefore  beg  your  kind  indulg- 
ence, trusting  that  we  shall  get  through  the  business 
of  the  evening  as  surely,  if   not  as  quickly,  as  usua 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Annual  reports  of  me  Superintendents  of  Lamps 
and  of  the  Chelsea-street,  Mt.  Washington-avenue, 
Meridian-street,  Federal-street,  Dover-street  and 
Broadway  bridges,  and  quarterly  reports  of  the  Pay- 
master of  Stale  Aid,  and  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of 
Lighters.     Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter  for  renewal  of  lease, 
and  Timothy  Cunning  for  compensation  for  labor  on 
streets  in  West  Roxbury.  Severally  referred,  in 
concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  James 
L.  Hillard  as  his  clerk.     Placed  on  file. 

Order  authorizing  the  making  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions concerning  sales  by  minors,  as  provided  by  law. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  what 
amendments  are  necessary  to  the  ordinance  to  ena- 
ble the  City  Council  to  elect  superintendents  of  the 
several  bridge,-  in  Charlestown  District.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Town  Hall  of  West  Roxbury 
to  be  leased  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  the  purposes  of  concerts,  etc.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the  City 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  executions  or  judg- 
ments against  the  city  when  certitiea.     Read  once. 

Order  for  the  monthly  payment  of  the  members  of 
the  Police  Department  in  Brighton,  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury.  Passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the 
subject  of  a  soldiers'  monument  on  Boston  Common. 
Passed. 

Report  on  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil recommending  certain  changes  in  the  rules  and 
orders  of  last  year,  and  an  order  covering  said 
changes.    Passed. 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  stand- 
ing committees  came  down  passed,  and,  being  read 
once,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  they  were 
severally  laid  over  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

ANNUAL    REPORT    OP    SEALERS    OP    WEIGHTS    AND 
MEASURES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Sealers  of  Weights  and 
Measures  was  submitted  (City  Doc.  No.  10)  giving  a 
schedule  of  the  property  in  the  department  and  the 


following  exhibit  of    the  expenditures  during  the 
year,  as  follows: 

For  the  Northern  District— Horse-keeping,  shoeing 
and  medical  attendance,  $32.')  (It);  repairs  on  large 
wagon  and  harness,  and  exchange  of  harness,  $30  1!); 
tolls  and  ferry  tolls,  $20  97;  extra  labor,  carting, 
camphor,  etc.,  $27  l.j;  stalionery,  newspaper,  adver- 
tising, and  directory,  $20  50;  sealing  weights,  by 
State  sealer,  SK  mi:  salaries  of  sealer  and  assistant, 
$2K0i)  (Kl;  total,  S.M235  87. 

For  the  Southern  District— Salary  of  sealer  and  as- 
sistant, $2siiii  (in;  horse-keeping,  etc.  $040  :j();  repairs 
on  wagon,  $30  l'.i;  printing,  stationery,  advertising, 
etc.,  $20  20;  tools,  etc..  *20  IK;  extra  labor  on  coal 
scales,  $21  00;  total,  $3544  17. 
Whole  amount  expended  Iroin  January  1, 1873,  to 

December  31,  ls,:f,  inclusive $6,780  ill 

Appropriation  for  H,:s  and   '74 7,000  00 

Expended 5,123  59 

Balance  unexpended  January  1, 1874 $1,876  41 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  report 
was  sent  up. 

ORGANIZATION  OP   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  announced  that  the  Finance 
Committee  had  made  choice  of  Mr.  William  H.  West 
of  Ward  Hi  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  that  Mr.  Alfred  T.  Turner  had  been 
elected  clerk. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  announced  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  had  made  choice  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Pease  of  Ward  1  as  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  the  President  pro  tem — 

Petition  of  George  W.  Sherman  et  aX.,  for  recount 
of  votes  for  Common  Council  in  Ward  15.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Elections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  16. 

Petition  of  Matthew  O'Brien,  to  be  compensated 
for  personal  injuries  received  by  a  fall  in  Pearl  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilbur  of  Ward  9. 

By  Mr.  Hine  of  Ward  6— 

Petition  of  Alexander  Stiles  of  Chelsea  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  to  his  horse  caused  by  a  defect 
in  Warren  Bridge.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Claims. 

REPORTS    OP  NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Reports  were  submitted  from  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  candidates  for  various  city 
officers,  making  nominations  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1- 

For  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— From  the 
Beard  of  Aldermen,  Solomon  B.  Stebbins;  from  the 
Common  Council.  .Joshua  Weston.  Ebcuezer    Adams. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— 

For  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board— 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Leonard  R.  Cutter; 
From  the  Common  Council,  Edward  P.  Wilbur,  Wil- 
liam G.  Thacher. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—     . 

For  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery— From  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Alanson  Bigelow;  from  the 
Common  Council,  David  Whiston,  William  Minot,  Jr. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— 

For  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library— From  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  John  T.  Clark;  from  the  Com- 
mon Council,   Charles  A.  Burditt,  David  P.  Kimball. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— As  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee [to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library] 
I  wish  to  say  that  some  time  between  twelve  and 
half-past  twelve  o'clock  today,  a  notice  was  left  at 
my  house  of  a  meeting  of  the  committee  at  half-past 
one.  As  I  happened  to  be  out  I  did  n't  receive  the 
notice  until  nearly  one  o'clock.  I  got  to  the  City 
Hall  about  a  quarter  before  two,  and  found  that  the 
business  had  been  transacted  and  the  gentlemen 
nominated  as  reported  this  evening.  Another  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  did  not  receive  his  notice  until 
about  two  o'clock.  I  understand  that  notice  of  a  com- 
mittee meeting  should  be  given  about  twenty-four 
hours  before.  I  don't  make  these  remarks  to  raise  any 
objection  to  the  gentlemen  nominated,  because  they 
meet  with  my  entire  approval.  But  no  member  who 
was  at  the  meeting  consulted  with  us  or  knew  any- 
thing of  our  wishes  in  regard  to  the  nomination,  and 
they  did  not  wait  for  us.  It  seems  to  be  an  irregu- 
larity that  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
I  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted  and  the  gentlemen 
nominated  elected. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— In  justice  to  those  of  the 
committee  present,  I  vt  ill  state  that  they  knew  noth- 
ing about  whether  the  gentlemen  absent  received 
their  notices  or  not.  The  committee  met  at  a  quar- 
ter before  two  o'clock;  a  quorum  was  present  and 
proceeded  to   business.    If   the  gentlemen   did  not 
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receive  their  notices  it  was  the  fault  of  somebody 
else,  and  not  the  committee'B. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  did  not  know  whence 
the  trouble  came,  and  therefore  felt  free  to  speak  of 
it.  I  only  know  the  notice  did  not  come  to  my  office 
until  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  did  not  get  it  till  a  little 
before  one. 

By  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2— 

For  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital— From  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  Charles  J.  Prescott;  from  the  Common 
Council,  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  William  H.  Kent. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8— 

For  Directors  of  Public  Institutions— From  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  James  Power;  from  the  Common 
Council,  Cyrus  A.  Pau'e,  Benjamin  Dean;  at  largb  (to 
fill  vacancy),  William  Sayward. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate  Water  Board,  that  the  Council  might  proceed  to 
an  election  this  evening. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  better  to  let  all  these  nominations  lie  over 
for  a  week.  I  don't  say  this  on  account  of  any  ob- 
jection to  the  ticket  presented,  but  I  understand 
there  are  other  candidates  for  the  positions  and  they 
have  not  had  time  to  prepare  ballots.  It  would  be 
nothing  jut  fair,  at  least,  to  let  them  go  over  on  that 
account.  Another  reason  is,  the  President  is  not 
here,  and  the  committees  have  not  been  aDpointed. 
Some  members  of  the  Council  might  be  governed  in 
voting  somewhat  by  a  knowledge  of  how  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  are  constituted. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— These  three  gentlemen  nom- 
inated were  ail  members  of  that  Board  last  year. 
There  are  no  other  candidates  for  the  office,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  expedite  business  by 
getting  this  election  out  of  the  way.  Still  I  don't 
wish  to  piess  the  motion  if  any  one  objects. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  lost. 

TOPICS   IN    THE  MAYOR'S   ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  two  reports  from 
the  committee  appointed  to  report  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  the  various  recommendations  in 
the  Mayor's  address;  the  majority,  eonsisting  of  Al- 
derman Clark,  Power  and  Stebbins,  and  Councilman 
Cawley,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  City 
Government  be  referred  tc  the  Commission  on  the 
Revision  of  the  City  Charter;  so  much  as  relates  to 
the  finances  of  the  city,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
so  much  as  relates  to  an  enlargement  of  the 
Water  Works,  to  the  Committee  on  Water; 
so  much  as  relates  to  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions,  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions;  so  much  as  relates  to  a  tempo- 
rary place  of  detention  for  insane  persons  arrested 
by  the  police,  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings; 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  regulation  and  restrainfof 
the  liquor  traffic,  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters:  so  much  as  relates  to  the  low  territory  in 
the  vicinity  of  Northampton  street  and  Svvctt  street, 
to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District;  so  much  as  relates  to  a  hospital 
for  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Brookline  and  other  towns  and  cities,  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters;  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  public  parks,  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds;  so  much  as  relates  to  anew 
Court  House  and  to  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
Police  Department,  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  minority  report  was  signed  by  Councilmen 
Burditt,  Flynn  and  Kent,  who  dissent  from  so  much 
of  the  majority  as  provides  for  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  of  the  Mayor's  recommend- 
ation in  regard  to  public  parks,  and  recomm"nd  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
refers  to  the  establishment  of  public  parks  be  re- 
ferred to  a  commission  to  consist  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  ex  officio,  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council  and 
three  citizens  at  large,— the  members  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Council  to  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of 
the  two  branches,  and  those  at  large  to  be  apDointed 
by  the  Mayor,  said  commission  to  investigate  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings  and  to  report  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  report  for  so  much  of  the  majority  report 
as  related  to  public  parks. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  order  recommended 
ded  by 
i  passed. 


ORDERS   FOR  NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ,    with    such  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,    with    such   as    the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  candidate  tor  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,  That   Messrs.  ,    with  such  as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nomiuate  a  candidate  for  City  Engineer,  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  to  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with    such   as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  caudidate  for  Water  Registrar,  and  that 
said  committee  be  authorized  to"report  to  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 

EXTENSION  OP  PARKER  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  action  as  may  be  required  to 
lay  out  as  a  public  way  Parker  street  from  Beacon 
street  to  Tremont  street. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1-- 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Common  Council,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriations  of  money;  also  by  in- 
dividual members  of  this  Council,  while  engaged  in 
l  he  discharge  of  official  duty;  the  amount  of  said 
bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  the  Common  Council. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

DISPOSITION    OP  UNEXPENDED  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  Thar,  the  balances  of  appropriations  of 
1873  made  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  and  towns 
of  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several  departments  of 
said  city  and  towns,  and  for  the  erection  of  certain 
buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  certified  by  the 
treasurers  of  said  city  and  towns,  be  received  and 
added,  as  far  as  may  be,  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
to  corresponding  appropriations  made  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  for  1873-74,  for  like  purposes,  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  additional  expenses  which 
will  be  incurred  by  the  several  departments  in  conse- 
quence of  the  annexaion  of  said  city  and  towns  to 
this  city.  Those  appropriations  which  are  for  objects 
not  contemplated  in  the  regular  appropriations,  to 
remain  as  special  appropriations  until  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  made  are  completed. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12. 

RULES  OF   THE   COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment, of  the  Common  Council  during  the  present  year, 
reported  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Common  Council  of  last  year  lie  adopted 
as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  present  Common  Coun- 
cil, with  the  following  amendments,  namely: 

Strikeout  section  eleven,  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
the  following:  "Section  11.  The  President  shall  con- 
sider a  motion  to  adjourn  as  always  in  order,  except 
upon  an  immediate  repetition,  and  that  motion  shall 
be  decided  without  debate.  On  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  on  the  metion  to  lay  on  the  table  or  take 
from  the  table,  not  exceeding  ten  minutes  shall  be 
allowed  for  debate,  and  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  three  minutes." 

Add  to  section  seventeen  the  following  words: 
"No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  one 
question  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  the  Coun- 
cil; nor  more  than  once  until  the  other  members. 
who  have  not  spoken,  shall  speak  if  they  desire  it.'' 

Add  to  section  thirty-nine  the  following  words: 
"The  members  on  the  part  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  be  a  s.anding  com- 
mittee, to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  all  disputed  Questions  of  law  may  be  re- 
ferred;   ana  who  shall,  when  requested,  obtain  the 
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opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  thereon,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Council." 

The  report  whs  accepted  and  the  order  read  once. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  lO^It  has  been  BliggeBted 
that  that  portion  of  the  order  in  regard  to  establish- 
ing a  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  is  somewhat  vague, 
and  ought  to  be  amended.  I  therefore  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  after  the  words  "when  required-' 
the  words  "by  the  Common  Council." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  inquire  whether  it  is 
intended  to  cut  oil  inquiries  which  the  committees 
now  have  the  right,  to  make  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
By  the  present  ordinance,  committees,  and  I  think 
even  members,  have  a  right  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  at  any  time.  If  it  is  intended  to  cur- 
tail that  right  I  shall  oppose  the  amendment.  I 
should  like  to  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  understand  that  it 
curtails  the  right  of  any  committee,  it  does  not 
affect  the  duties  of  any  committee  in  any  matter  be- 
fore them,  nor  does  it  limit  the  right  of  any  individ- 
ual member.  It  is  confined  to  matters  in  dispute  in 
the  Common  Council,  so  that  there  will  be  a  method 
by  which  the  Council  can  get.  at  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  have  a  question  of  law  settled 
after  it  has  become  a  matter  of  dispute.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  subject  was  refeired  to  by  the 
President  in  his  opening  address  to  the  Council,  and 
I  know  that  the  City  Solicitor  himself  is  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  having  this  order  passed,  so  that 
when  he  does  give  an  opinion  it  may  be  an  authori- 
tative one,  and  be  so  recognized  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  eminently  prop- 
er, and  my  only  question  was  in  regard  to  the 
abridgement  of  the  rights  of  members  or  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
present  ordinance  makes  it  incumbent  upon  the  City 
Solicitor  to  give  his  opinion  when  asked  for.    Unless 


it  is  intended  to  be  done  only  through  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  it  appears  to  be  already  provid- 
ed for.     [Mr   Minot  rend  the  rule  of  1873.] 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  provides  that  he  shall 
give  liis  opinion  to  the  Common  Council.  Of  course 
the  City  Council  will  go  to  him  through  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— It  was  order- 
ed that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  Saturday 
next,  at  4  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— 

Ordered.  That  the  citizens  residing  in  the  west 
part  of  Ward  17  (West  Koxbury),  be  allowed  the  use 
of  Westerly  Hall,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  may  prescribe. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the  order 
relating  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  fire-alarm 
telegraph  into  Ward  19,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  moved  to  amend  by  substituting 
the  words  "Fire  Commissioners"  for  "Committee  on 
Fire  Alarms." 

The  President  pro  tern.— The  Chair  thinks  it  can 
hardly  be  within  the  province  of  the  Council  to  in- 
struct the  Fire  Commissioners,  though  the  subject 
might  be  referred  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hnnnewoll,  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the  order 
providing  for  the  erection  of  suitable  police  stations 
in  Ward  19  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  when  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  Saturday  next,  17th  inst.,at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    17,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  E.  O.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair.  In  calling  the  Council  to 
order  the  President  said-- 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  Council  for  making  it  necessa- 
ry, on  account  of  my  absence,  to  postpone  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  committees,  last  Thursday  even- 
in?,  and  to  hold  a  special  meeting.  I  was  unavoid- 
ably and  unexpectedly  detained  out  of  the  city  on 
important  business,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
be  here.  I  desire  to  say,  before  announcing  the 
committees,  that  it  has  been  somewhat  of  an  unusu- 
ally difliciilt  proceeding  to  make  up  the  committees 
satisfactorily,  and  to  divide  the  work  among  the 
members  of  tiie  Council  fairly  and  equally,  lhavenot 
succeeded  in  doing  that,  but  I  have  come  as  near 
to  it  as  I  was  able.  Some  men  of  ability  have  not 
received  all  that  I  would  have  desired  to  assign  to 
them.  The  good  committees  are  fewer  this  year 
than  heretofore;  the  number  of  members,  as  yon 
know,  is  considerably  larger,  and  the  Council  is  an 
able  one. 

JOINT   STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Armories— Davis  of  Ward  14,  Whiston  of  Ward  8, 
Pray  of  Ward  21,  Leach  of  Ward  10,  Cushman  of 
Ward  1. 

Assessors— Weston  of  Ward  1,  Cudworth  of  Ward 
11,  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Burgess  of  Ward  3,  Hicks 
of  Ward  22. 

Bathing— Whiston  of  Ward  H,  Martin  of  Ward  7, 
Abbott  of  Ward  3, Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  Sweat  of 
Ward  14. 

Claims— Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Bracken  of  Ward 
10,  Train  of  Ward  13,  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Kimball 
of  Ward  6. 

Commons  and  Squares— Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Shaw 
of  Ward  5,  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Russell  of  Ward  6, 
Platley  of  Ward  4. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Cndworth  of  Ward  11,  Dav 
of  Ward  1,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  Bent  of  Ward  2, 
Brown  of  Ward  8. 

En'ineers'  Department— Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Barry 
of  Ward  7,  Dacey  of  Ward  22. 

Fire  Department— Adams  of  Ward  14,  Smith  of 
Ward  10,  Crowley  of  Ward  7. 

Fuel— Abbott  of  Ward  3,  Brown  of  Ward  K.Mooney 
of  Ward  2. 

Harbor— Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Dean  of 
Ward  12. 

Health— Denny  of  Ward  9,  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Per- 
kins of  Ward  16. 

City  Hospital— Bearce  of  Ward  II,  1,'ussell  of  Ward 
6,  Fu'llei  of  Ward  15. 

Public  Institutions  -Coring  of  Ward  12,  Thacher 
of  Ward  15,  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  Woods  of  Ward  8, 
Beale  of  Ward  16. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Perkins  of  Ward  lfi,  Put- 
nam of  Ward  15.  Jennings  of  Ward  5. 

Legislative  Matters— Putnam  of  Waul  l.>.  Bracket! 
of  Ward  10,  Collins  of  Ward  2. 

Ordinances— Dean  of  Ward  12,  West  of  Ward  16, 
Powers  of  Ward  I.  Boardnian  of  Ward  14,  Fuller  of 
Ward  15. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Day  of  Ward  1,  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  McCarthy  of  Ward  5. 

Public  Buildings-linrdil.t  of  Ward  111,  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  Morse  oi  Ward  13,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  Hine  of 
Ward  6. 

Public  Instruction— The  President,  ex-ofticio,  West 
of  Ward  16,  Powers  of  Ward  4,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Long 
of  Ward  22. 

Public  Lands— Woodward  of  Ward  1.3.  Crowley  of 
Ward  7,  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  Moley  of  Ward  19,  Sib- 
ley of  Ward  20. 

Printing-Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Sprague  of  Ward  4, 
Crocker  of  Ward  6. 

Public  Library—  Boardman  of  Ward  14.  Woods  of 
Ward  8.  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Minot  of  Ward  17,  Gor- 
don of  Ward  3. 

Salaries— Leach  of  Ward  10,  Loring  of  Ward  12, 
Dacey  of  Ward  20. 

Streets— Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
Page  of  Ward  9.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  Wilcutt  of 
Ward  17. 

Surveyors'  Department— Bleiler  of  Ward  15,  Morse 
of  Ward  13,  Walbridge  of  Ward  12. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings -Warren  of 
Ward  12,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  (loldl  hwaite  of  Ward  11, 
Smith  of  Ward  10.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13. 


Treasury  Department-  1'cahody  of  Ward  9,  Swea 
of  Ward  14  Butler  of  Ward  3. 

Water— Pease  of  Ward  1,  Adams  of  Ward  14,  War- 
ren of  Ward  12,  Kent  or  Ward  21,  Hunnewell  of 
Ward  19. 

JOINT   SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Northampton-street  District — Noyes  of  Ward  5, 
Bearce  of  Ward  11,  Train  of  Ward  13,  Davis  of  Ward 
14,  Cawley  of  Ward  2. 

Army  and  Navy  Monument  on  Boston  Common- 
Pray  of  Ward  21,  ( ioldi hwaite  of  Ward  11,  Minot  of 
Ward  17. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Police— Martin  of  Ward  7,  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
Moley  of  Ward  19,  Gordon  of  Ward  3,  Hicks  of 
Ward  22. 

Paving— Warren  of  Ward  12,  Sibley  of  Ward  20. 
Wilcutt  of  Ward  17,  Sweat,  of  Ward  14,  Mooney  of 
Ward  2. 

In  accordance  with  orders  passed  at  the  preceding 
meeting  the  President  announced  the  following  nom- 
inating committees: 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Goldthwaite  of  Ward  11,  Perkins  or  Ward  6. 

Water  Register— Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Kimball  of 
Ward  6,  Kent  of  Ward  21. 

City  Engineer— Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  Long  of  Ward  22. 

City  Surveyor— Burditt  of  Ward  16.  Davis  of  Ward 
14,  Gordon  of  Ward  3. 

UNFINISHED  EUSINESS. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the 
City  Treasury  to  pay  all  executions  and  judgments 
of  tne  courts,  when  properly  certified  by  tiie  city  So- 
licitor.   Passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  the  President— Petition  of  Lawrence  Perry  of 
Ward  17,  for  compensation  for  damages  caused  by 
the  erection  of  a  police  station  in  West  Roxburv, 
next  her  premises.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thacher  of  \\  aid  15,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— Petition  of  H.  B.  Hub- 
bard for  abatement  of  sewer  tax.    Sent  up. 

DIRECTORS   OF  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  inquired  if  it  were  not  neces- 
sary to  suspend  the  rules,  requiring  nominations  to 
lie  over  one  week  before  they  were  acted  upon  by  the 
Council. 
The  President  replied  that  it  was. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  election  was  proceeded  with. 

The  President  appointed  .Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7, 
Walbridge  of  Ward  12  and  Noyes  of  Ward  5  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

James  Power 59 

Cyrus  A.  Page 34 

J.  eujamin  Dean 50 

Frederick  Pease 37 

William  Say  ward...- SB 

William  M.  Flanders 1 

George  P.  Baldwin 1 

Charles  Hulbert 1 

Charles  H.  Hulbert 3 

And  Messrs.  Power.  Dean,  Pease   and   Sayward  were 
declared  elected,  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  Council  accepted  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  topics  in  the  mayor's  message,  and 
adopted  the  recommendations  of  the  minority  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  a  public  park. 

Mr.  Shaw— As  there  is  hardly  time  to  discuss  the 
matter  now,  I  move  to  lay  my  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  upon 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  did  not.  desire  to  debate; the 
motion  to  reconsider  now.  There  seems  to  have 
been  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  matter 
When  the  report  was  brought  to  "the  Council  at  the 
last  meetiiiL'  the  matter  was  not  stated  in  detail,  as  it 
might  have  been,  and  hasty  action  was  taken  upon 
it.  The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  the  ma- 
jority in  part,  if  I  understand  it  rightly.  I  do  not 
think  the  matter  was  fully  understood  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  therefore  I  made  this  motion  that  members 
could  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  it  fully,  and  to 
save  the  point,  and  not  consume  time,  I  move  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table.    It  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  matter 
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of  some  importance;  it  ought  to  be  thoroughly  con- 
sidered and  not  prematurely  passed  upon.  This  is 
my  sola  object  in  making  the  motion.  I  am  not 
strenuous  about  it,  only  as  a  matter  of  public  inter- 
est. If  gentlemen  of  the  committee  will  state  how 
it  came  to  be  reported  in  that  shape,  perhaps  I 
should  agree  with  them.  Several  members  of  the 
Council  have  paid  to  me  that  they  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  result. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
very  simple  matter,  one  which  the  Council  and  the 
gentleman  him-elf  thoroughly  understood  at  the  last 
meeting.  It  was  merely  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  proper  disposition  to  be  made  of  that  part  of  the 
Mayor's  address  relating  to  a  public  park.  One  por- 
tion of  the  committee  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common;  another  portion 
wishes  it  referred  to  a  special  commission.  I  can  see 
the  gentleman's  object  in  making  the  motion  now 
thaf  he  has  been  placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Corn- 
Mr.  Bu.-ditt  of  Ward  16—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  misunderstands  the  case.  I  don't 
think  any  question  has  been  more  thoroughly  under- 
stood than  this.  Most  of  the  businsss  before  the 
committee,  being  mere  routine  matters,  was  passed 
upon  unanimously,  and  this  was  the  only  point  upon 
whick  there  was  a  difference.  The  minority  put  in  a 
report  to  cover  that  portion  of  the  report  in  relation 
to  a  public  park.  I  can't  see  how  there  is  any  mis- 
understanding of  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  say,  with  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  that 
he  falls  short  of  the  mark.  He  does  not.  hit  me.  and 
if  he  does  he  hits  the  President  also,  for  I  had  no 
notice  of  my  appointment  on  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon until  my  name  was  called.  I  gave  the  usual 
notice  of  the  motion  to  the  Clerk  yesterday.  That  is 
a  plain  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  My  mo- 
tive is  the  fairest  in  the  world  Now  my  friend,  who 
signed  the  report,  told  me  what  he  had  done,  and  I 
approved  of  it.  Nevertheless,  there  is  dissatisfaction 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Council,  and  I  made 
this  motion— as  was  my  duty.  and.  for  that  matter, 
the  duty  of  every  other  member— in  order  to  save  the 
point,  and  I  moved  to  lav  the  motion  upon  the  table. 
But  if  permission  is  given,  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,"the  petitions 
of  battery  D,  First  Battalion.  Infantry,  and 
Co.  A.  Light  Artillery,  were  severally  taken  from  the 
jable  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

MEMBERS   OF   COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
Messrs.  Moves  of  Ward  .">.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  and 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  as 
follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 52 

Edward  P.  Wilbur 53 

William  G.  Thacher 52 

and  these  gentlemen  were  declared  elected. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2.  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital.  Messrs.  Collins  of 
Ward  2.  Woodward  of  Ward  13  and  Crowley  of  Ward 
7  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 


Charles  .1.  Pn-M'utt  had 53 

Hillinan  B.Barnes 53 

William  H.Kent 54 

and  thev  were  declared  elected. 

DIRECTORS   OF   EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Messrs.  Pease 
of  Ward  1.  Davis  of  Ward  14  and  Page  of  Ward  9 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins 54 

Josh ua  Weston 54 

Ebenezer  Adams 53 

H.  W.  Harrington 1 

and  Messrs.  Stebbins,  Weston  and  Adams  were  de- 
clared elected. 

TRUSTEES    OF   THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  rules 
were  suspended  aud  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 
election  for  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Perkins  of  Ward  10  and  Gor- 
don of  Ward  3,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  for  a  choice 2S 

John  T.  Clark  had 54 

C.  A.  I'.urditt 54 

David  P.  Kimball 53 

William   14.  Thacher 1 

and  Messrs.  Clark,  Burditt  and  Kimball  were  declared 
elected. 

TRUSTEES   OF  MOUNT  HOPE   CEMETERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  rules  were 
suspended  aud  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election 
for  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  Messrs. 
Vest  of  Ward  16.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  1(1  and  Butler 
of  Ward  3  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 51 

Necessary  to  a  choice 26 

Alanson  Bleelow 51 

David  whiston 51 

William  Minot,  Jr 51 

£  nd  they  were  declared  elected. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  procure  suitable  badges  for  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Read  once. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  officers  were  severally  intro- 
duced and  passed,  and  the  committees  were  ap- 
pointed, as  follows— said  committees  being  authorized 
to  report  to  either  branch: 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Commissioner  of  the 
Sinking  Fund:  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  '.I  and  Luring  of  Ward  12. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Commissioners  of 
Cedar-Grove  Cemetery:  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward 
16.  Wilcutt  of  Ward  17  and  Fuller  of  Ward  15. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands:— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Sweet  - 
ser  of  Ward  111.  Dent  of  Ward  2. 

By.  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— City  Solicitor: 
Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Dean  of  Ward  12,  Put- 
nam of  Ward  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    19,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  today,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

NOMINATIONS. 


Weigher  of  Coal— Orville  R.  Cooper. 

I'ndertakers— Lorenzo  Smith,  Benjamin  Guild. 

Special  Police  officers  Without  Pay— Thomas  E. 
Smith,  old  City  Hall.  Cliarlestown;  Timothy  John- 
son. Town  Hall,  West  Koxbury:  Thomas  Harahan, 
34(1  Harrison  avenue  and  ils  vicinity:  John  Stevens, 
Monument  Hall  and  Its  vicinity;  John  McDaniel, 
Church  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  Bunker  Hill  street. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Police  Officers  with  all  the  Powers  of  Constables 
except  Serving  and  Executing  civil  Process— Oliver 
Ayers,  Captain;  Benjamin  Williams,  William  H. 
Brown,  Lieutenants;  Orison  Little,  Henry  Fox, 
Joseph  B.  Cotton,  Sergeants. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

DANGEROUS  RAILROAD   CROSSINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  I 

Boston,  Jan.  19,  18T4.  ) 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen— I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  dangerous 
railroad  crossings  in  this  city,  which  has  been  pre- 
pared nythe  Superintendent  of  Streets  at  my  request. 
It,  is  provided  by  chapter  262  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1872,  that  if  the  Aldermen  are  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  necessary  for  the  security  or  convenience  of  the 
public  that  the  approaches  to  or  methods  of  crossing 
the  railroad  tracks  should  in  any  way  be  altered,  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  shall,  after  due  notice  and 
hearing,  prescribe  the  manner  and  limits  within 
which  the  alteration  should  be  made,  and  thereupon 
a  commission  be  appointed  to  determine  whether  the 
expense  of  maiing  the  alteration  shall  be  borne  by 
the  city  or  the  railroad  corporation,  or  both.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  directors  of  the  railroads  will  cooperate 
with  the  city  authorities  in  doing  whatever  is  neces- 
sary for  the  public  safety  and  convenience.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  prompt  action  should  be  taken  in  this 
matter,  as  delay  will  in  most  cases  add  greatly  to  the 
expense  for  grade  damages. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  dangerous  steam  railroad  crossings  designated 
by  the   Superintendent   of  Streets,   and   which  it  is 
practicable  to  bridge,  are  as  follows: 
Beacon  street.        Ward   6,    crossed  by         B  &  A.  R.  R. 
I'.r.M.kiine  avenue,     "       6,  "  " 

l  alnhi'id-e  street.      "       19, 

\V«    Heath  street,     "       15,  "  B.  &  P.  R.  R. 

P.. .visum  street.        "      17, 

Hi  a.  wi  nut  avenue,     "     17,  "  " 

Forest  street.  "      17,  " 

nine  Hill  avenue,      "      16,  "  N.  Y.&  J*\  E.  Ii.II. 

Commercial  street,  "      16,  "  O.C.&N.  li.  W. 

1'aik  street,  "      16, 

Walnut  street,  "      16 

The  communication  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Cutter,  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association,  for  use  of  a  room  in  old  City 
Hall.  Charlestown.  tor  meetings,  and  for  depositing 
aud  preserving  relies  and  memorials  of  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Oliver  L.  Shaw,  Inspector  of  Buildings,  for  addi- 
tional office  room. 

To  the  Committee  on  Puhtir  Lands.  Oilman  &  Che- 
ney, for  the  purchase  of  Elm-street  wharf,  Charles- 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Helen  B.  Hubbard  et 
al..  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  sewer  in  Dudley 
street. 

Warren  Lincoln,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Trenton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paring.  William  C.  Hoyt  et 
al.,  for  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  forbidding  salt  to 
be  placed  on  car  tracks,  etc. 

John  J.  French  et  al.,  for  removal  of  the  bay  win- 
dow and  porch  now  projecting  some  two  feet  over 
ihe  street  line  from  estate  of  Daniel  Goodnow  on 
West  Brookline  street. 

Mrs.  E.  Fleming,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
West  Fourth  street. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Struts.  G.Washington 
Warren  et  al.,  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  the 
City  Council  to  expedite  the  laying  out  and  extension 
of  Eoylston  street  to  Western  or  Brookline  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries,  for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance,  with 
a  penalty,  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  tolls  aud  the  let- 
ting down  of  chains  before  the  ferry  boat  is  secured 
to  the  drop. 

BONDS   APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Edward  Glufling,  Perez  R.  Jacobs, 
James  Miskelly,  George  E.  Cutler,  Joel  F.  Cotton, 
William  T.  Gardner,  constables,  being  duly  certified, 
were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS     OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  following  annual  reports  of  city  officers  were 
received  in   print  and  sent  down: 

Chief  of  Police,  The  entire  force  was  571  men,  the 
maximum  number  being  575,  or  55  greater  than  last 
year.  There  were  appointed  during  the  year,  99; 
died,  11;  retired,  37.  Tne  average  number  of  acres 
to  the  beat  is  73%;  average  number  of  miles, 
2 1-5;  average  number  of  inhabitants,  2040; 
total  number  of  acres,  10,771;  miles  of 
streets,  324;  population,  300,000;  beats,  147; 
of  the  patrolmen  who  are  permanently  detailed  for 
special  service,  two  are  in  the  service  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferry  Department;  two  in  the  service  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  and  Probate  Department,  as 
watchmen:  one  in  the  service  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  Dorchester;  one  in  the  service  of  the  Truant  Offi- 
cers; and  the  Police  Constable  who  is  employed  in 
serving  notices  for  the  Street,  Paving  and  other  de- 
partments. In  addition  to  these,  for  some  years  past, 
some  fourteen  officers  are  withdrawn  from  their  beats 
anuuailv.  from  the  first  of  June  till  the  last  of  Sep- 
tember, for  duty  at  bathing  houses.  This  arrange- 
ment reduces  the  force  on  beats  seven  men  during 
the  entire  year,  and  some  twenty-one  during  four 
months  of  the  busiest  season  of  the  year.  If  it  is 
the  policy  of  the  Government  that  each  department 
be  chargeable  with  its  own  legitimate  expenses,  the 
question  arises,  "Ought  all  of  these  services  to  be 
paid  for  from  the  Police  appropriation:'" 

Taking  into  consideraticn  the  long  distance  each 
officer  is  now  required  to  patrol,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  population  and  business,  a  further  addition 
to  che  force  wouid  seem  to  be  necessary  at  no  distant 
day. 

The  expenditures  of  (he  department  during  nine 
months  of  the  financial  year  to  December  31,  1873, 
have  been  as  follows:  Pavroll  of  officers.  $472,139  10; 
care  of  stations.  S3803  48;  fuel,  $2202J01;  gas, 
$4410  1)1;  water,  $«49  20;  furniture  and  carpets, 
$2903  52:  medical  attendance  on  sick  and  injured 
persons,  $1045  97;  printing  and  stationery,  $303 1  53; 
repairs  and  expenses  of  police  telegraph,  $432  50; 
carriage  of  prisoners,  $1957  511;  sundry  expenses, 
$9042  98;  total  for  nine  months,  $501.9(12  10;  balance 
in  treasury,  $198,037  90;  total  appropriation,  $700,- 
000  00. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  $198,- 
037  90  would  undoubtedly  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  department  during  the  re- 
maining three  months  of  the  financial  year,  but  the 
increased  expense  rendered  necessary  by  annexation 
was  unprovided  for  in  the  estimate,  and  consequent- 
ly a  further  appropriation  will  be  required. 

Work  of  the  police  during  the  year— Arrests,  27,845; 
males,  22.1(1,8;  females,  51177:  Americans,  94113;  foreign- 
ers, 18,382;  non-residents.  Ill  19:  minors,  5225;  commit- 
ments, 19,311(1:  lodgers.  17,(1(11;  mal.'s,  12,003;  females, 
5H58;  Americans,  19,00 1 :  foreigners,  2,8.(157:  non-resi- 
dents, 38,90(1;  minors,  (1325;  amount  of  property  taken 
from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them, 
$(14,375  72;  amount  of  property  reported  stolen  in  the 
city„$78,225  111);  amount  of  property  recovered  which 
was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city.  $119,229  07;  amount 
of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts,  $70,012  00;  amount  of 
imprisonment  by  same,  1733  years  2  mouths;  number 
of  days  spent  in  court  byolliceis,  15,200;  amount  of 
witness  fees  earned,  $17,483  02;  number  of  larcenies 
reported  at  stations,  2897:  number  of  arrests  for  same, 
1953;   amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  $9323  75. 

Nature  of  crime— Drunkenness.  11,519;  disorderly, 
5291;  assault  and  battery,  1990;  suspicions  persons, 
1576;  larceny,  1383;  felonious  larceny,  529;  violation 
of  city  ordinances,  490;  witnesses,  431;  common 
drunkards,  39,8;  suspicion  of  larceny,  317;  violation  of 
Sunday  law.  318;  disturbance  of  peace,  303;  malicious 
mischief.  207:  idle  and  disorderly.  230;  felonious  as- 
sault, 225;  vagrancy,  2111;  insane.  205;  shopbreaking, 
181;  truancy,  155;  gaming  on  Lord's  Day,  129;  night 
walking,  128;  keeping  house  of  ill  fame,  84:  stubborn 
children,  81;  default,  warrant,  70;  fast  driving,  68;  be- 
ing present  at  game,  67;  fornication,  (12:  keeping  liq- 
uor nuisance,  59;  robbery.  59;    breaking   and  enter- 
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ing,  54;  deserters,  l:i:  fraud,  41;  runaways,  40;  threat- 
ening bodily  harm,  42;  embezzlement,  42;  adultery, 
38;  keeping  lottery,  :J4;  reit'i vinjj;  stolen  goods,  33;  as- 
sault on  an  olliccr,  ;!."">;  bastardy,  -JO;  forgery,  2.">;  house, 
breaking-,  27;  picking  pockets.  21;  escaped  convicts, 
17;  delirium  tremens,  lit;  cruelly  to  animals,  10:  bur- 
glary, 11;  rape,  0;'  murder,  12;  manslaughter,  5;  in- 
cendiaries, incest,  polygamy,  perjury,  2  each;  aban- 
donment, abortion,  1  each. 

Nativity  ol'  prisoners— tmilcd  Stales.  0405;  British 
provinces,  07:};  Canada,  OS;  Ireland,  14,701 ;  England, 
1003;  France.  100;  Germany,  420;  Italy,  77;  Portu- 
gal, 51;  Swi  den,  1  IS;  Scot  land,  407;  Spain,  12;  Nor- 
way, 44;  Africa,  174;  Denmark,  20;  Wales.  13;  Bel- 
gium, 21;  Holland,  4;  Russia,  30;  total,  27,845. 

The  report  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  increased 
police  force  in  East  Boston  and  also  an  increase  of 
the  accommodations  for  the  harbor  police.  It  says 
that  the  mounted  police  upon  the  Milldam  has  been 
successful,  and  then  goes  on  to  discuss  other  topics. 
It  says  of  the  insane  that,  while  the  population  of  the 


of  cases  of  insanity  cared  for  by  I  he  police  has  in- 
creased during  the  same  time  one  hundred  am. 
thirty-five  per  cent.,  and  this  without  reckoning 
cases  of  delirium  tremens.  Provision  for  their  tem- 
porary detention  is  recommended. 

It  appears,  from  the  record,  that  the  average  num- 
ber of  arrests  for  night-walking  during  the  past  four 
years  is  less-than  the  average  of  the  six  years  imme- 
diately previous.  There  have  been,  however,  many 
of  this  class  of  persons  taken  in  charge  by  the  police, 
who  have  not  been  numbered  among  the  arrests,  but 
who  have  been  sent  to  their  friends  out  of  the  city; 
while  about  one-third  of  those  complained  of  at  court, 
and  convicted  have  been  nut,  on  probation,  and  an 
effort  made  to  place  them  under  such  restraint  as 
will  prevent  their  falling  again  ;:iider  those  influences 
that  must  inevitably  drag  them  down  to  infamy. 

A  table  of  crime  in  Boston  for  the  past  ten  years  is 
inserted,  which  take-  the  basis  ol  population  in  1804 
to  have  been  1S5.000.  and  the  increase  for  six 
years  32><,'  per  cent.;  and  the  arrests  for  the 
same  time  being  28,113.  Upon  the  principle,  that, 
the  increase  of  vice  and  crime  in  a  city  is  likely 
to  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
population,  adding  the  32' ,  per  cent,  for  the  increase, 
of  crime,  and  we  have  37,249,  being  the  average  num- 
ber of  arrests  we  might  reasonably  expect  for  the 
last  four  years;  but  on  turning  to  the  tab'e  of  arrests 
actually  made  during  the  latter  period,  we  rind  the 
average  to  be  only  28,122,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  tendency  to  crime  consequent  upon  so  great  an 
increase  of  population,  and  without  taking  into  ac- 
count the  fact  that  the  arrests  for  the  first  six  years 
do  not  include  those  made  in  Roxbnry  or  Dorchester 
before  their  annexation,  which,  if  included,  would 
show  the  average  for  the  last  four  years  m  a  still 
more  favorable  light.  The  increase  of  females  and 
minors  among  the  arrests  neatly  keeps  pace  with 
the  increase  of  population,  while  the  increase  of 
non-resident  criminals  is  43  per  cent.,  or  a  gain  of 
about  lOJi  per  cent,  on  the  increase  of  population, 
the  records  showing  that.  20  per  cent,  or  one-fifth  of 
all  the  crime  committed  in  Boston  during  the  last 
four  years  has  been  done  by  non-residents. 

The  number  of  places  where  intoxicating  liquors 
are  now  sold  in  the  city  is  reported  by  the  police 
captains  to  be  2127,  some  300  leas  than  last  year,  and 
about  500  less  than,  in  the  year  1871.  The  average 
number  of  persons  arrested  for  drunkenness  during 
the  last  four  years  is  about  10  per  cent,  more  than 
the  average  of  the  six  former  years,  not  having  kept 
pace  with  the  increase  of  population  by  about  22  per 
cent.;  and  the  arrests  from  tne  same  cause  during 
1S72  and'1873  are  about  10  per  cent,  less  than  in  1870 
and  1871,  showing  an  actual  decrease  in  drunken- 
ness during  the  past  two  years,  notwithstanding  the 
steady  increase  in  population  during  that  period. 

The  protection  of  life  and  property  during  the  last 
four  years  will  compare  favorably  with  any  former 
period.  The  average  amount  of  property  reported 
stolen  yearly  in  the  city,  for  the  six  years  ending  in 
1800,  is  $334,512;  add  to  this  32'.  percent,  for  the 
increase  of  population,  and  we  have  the  sum  of 
$443,228;  but.  turning  to  the  yearly  average  for  the 
four  years  ending  in  1873,  and  we  find  the  same 
amounts  to  only  $74,230,  being  only  about  on<-Jiflli 
of  the  average  for  the  six  former  years,  and  /c.v.v  'limn 
wx-xi.vlh  of  what,  it  must  have  been  had  the  amount 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  population.  There 
are  some  honest  people  who  teem  to  think  that  Bos- 
ton is  advancing  with  rapid  strides  in  the  paths  of 
intemperance  and  wickedness,  but  these  figures  do 
not  seem  to  warrant  that  conclusion. 

Appended  is  the  report  of  the  Boston  Police  Relief 
Association,  which  now  numbers  392  members,  7 
having  died.  23  retired  ficm  the  department,  and  3 


withdrawn  from  the  association.  The  receipts  for 
the.  year  were  $13,355  OS,  and  the  payments  sinus  05, 
leaving  the  total  funds  of  the  association  $18,970  78, 
an  increase  of  $0310  13.  The  fund  for  the  relief  of 
disabled  policemen  is  now  $31,803  25. 

The  Superintendent  of  Hacks  reports  003  licenses 
in  force,  with  00  to  be  added  by  the  annexation  of 
territory.  The  Superintendent  of  Trucks  reports 
3170  licenses  in  force  January  1,  1873;  new  licenses 
granted,  187;  transferred,  421;  revoked,  1.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Pawnbrokers  reports  72  pawn- 
brokers and  195  second-hand  dealers  licensed. 
Amount  of  stolen  property  recovered,  $1783.  The 
Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Offices  reports  54 
intelligence  offices,  SI  auctioneers,  11  billiard  rooms 
and  bowling  alleys,  108  fruit  stands,  44  chestnut, 
stands.  Tne  Superintendent  of  Building  Permits  re- 
ports 1940  permits;  complaints  at  court  for  violation 
of  permits.  17. 

Hvptriiih  ntlt  nl  r>i  Piilifir  Lainlx.  Sales  of  public 
lands  during  the 'year,  48,505  square  feet  for  $05.- 
118  75;  for  which  there  have  been  received  in  cash 
$50.484  75,  and  in  bonds  $14,034.  Receipts  for 
extension  |of  time  of  building,  rents,  etc., 
$3580.  The  expenditures  of  the  department,  in- 
cluding $1800  for  salarv  of  superintendent,  have 
been  $1005  70.  There  are  now  3  000.101  square  feet 
of  salable  lands  belonging  to  the  city  in  charge  of  the 
department. 

Sii/ii  l  'nili  ml,  nl  nf  i'lihllr  Huililiinis.  expenditures 
on  public  buildings  except  schocdhouses  and  county 
buildings,  $117,110  72;  on  county  buildings,  $54|- 
250  115;  on  sclioolhouses.  $250,103  59.  Total  amount 
appropriated  for  new  buildings  during  the  year,  to- 
gether with  amounts  for  special  appropriations  car- 
ried over  from  the  previous  year,  $808,500.  The  re- 
port contains  alist  of  t  le  work  on  public  buildings  in 
progress,  and  the  following  comparative  statement  of 
the  number  of  county  buildings,  public  buildings,  and 
schotdhouses.  together  with  the  number  of  feet  ot 
land  covered  by  the  same,  between  the  years  1804 
and  1874. 


Zri  £       .5  £,■ ■  S       .5      Increase 

2  ^£—-2  5S  <m_,~,2       In  Ten 

;~  -  ; -'=  :.=  :  5  t's        Tears. 

6  d-SIW  d  cSJfQ 

%  &  £  fc 

1864.  1864.  4874.  1874. 

County  Buildings.     :i  163,291  3  153,4!W             "4)1  ft. 

Public  Buildings.  32  «"' 

Sclioolhouses 74 


Totals 10(1    1.009.634    190    2.978.897    1,879.263  14. 

The  above  will  show  a  totafincrease  in  ten  years  of 
81  buildings,  and  of  land  equivalent  toabout  43  acres. 
The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county,  public 
buildings  and  sclioolhouses,  including  furniture, 
land,  etc.,  is  as  follows:  County,  $2,000,000,  public 
buildings.  $5,250,000.  sclioolhouses,  $0,500,000;  total, 
$13,750,000.  The  amount,  of  fencing  surrounding  the 
various  sclioolhouses  is  equal  to  about  ten  miles, 
lineal  measurement. 

City  burveyor.  Total  expenditures  for  the  year. 
$38.25;'  05,  divided  as  follows:  Expenses  of  City  Sur- 
veyor's office  at  City  Hall.  $24,575  30;  expenses  of 
the  Roxbnry  branch  office,  $1818  10:  expenses  of  the 
Dorchester 'branch  office,  $8202  90;  total  expenditure 
from  appropriation  for  surveying.  $37,050  45;  amount 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  "Northampton-street 
District,"  $000  00.  The  average  number  of  persons 
employed  during  the  past,  year  in  the  City  Surveyor's 
office,  at  City  Hall  was  22;  persons  employed  in  the 
Roxbnry  branch  office;  0:~persons  employed  in  the 
Dorchester  branch  office,  13;  total,  41.  The  report 
contains  a  list  of  surveys,  plans  and  profiles  that 
have  been  made  in  this  department  during  the  year, 
and  reviews  the  work  done  in  the  burnt,  Halleck- 
s.treet  and  other  districts. 

A  survey  has  been  made  during  the  year  of  that 
portion  of  the  West  End  bordering  upon  Leverett. 
Green  and  Court  streets,  between  Cragie's  Bridge  and 
Scollay  square.  This  survey  was  made  with  a  view 
to  the  wi  dening  of  Leverett  street,  and  extending  the 
same  to  Bowdom  square,  and  also  the  widening  of 
Court  street  between  Bowdoin  square  and  Sudbury 
street,— thus  making  a  wider  and  mure  direct  avenue 
to  the  West  End  and  to  East  Cambridge.  It,  is  plot- 
ted on  a  scale  of  twenty  feet  to  an  inch,  is  sixteen 
feet  long  by  four  feet  wide,  and  shows  the  estates, 
buildings  and  owners'  names,  as  this  improvement 
is,  as  yet,  only  a  projected  one,  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners have  not  given  the  subject  sufficient  consid- 
eration to  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  new  lines 
of  the  streets;  and  therefore  no  survey  has  been  made 
of  the  land  required  to  be  taken  from  the  several  es- 
tates. 

The  City  Surveyor  recommends  that  the  duty  of 
giving  the  grade  of  cellars,  etc.,  be  done  by  an  Assist- 
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ant-Surveyor,  detailed  expressly  by  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings.  Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city, 
occasioned  by  recent  annexations,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  City  Surveyor  to  longer  act  as  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, without  seriously  interfering  with  the  legiti- 
mate duties  of  his  office. 

Street  Commissioners.  At  the  close  of  their  re- 
port for  1872,  the  Board  of  Street  Comissioners  had 
but  begun  upon  the  finally  completed  plan  of  street 
improvements  for  the  portion  of  the  city  burned 
over  by  the  fire  in  November  of  that  year.  January 
■2,  1873,  the  last  day  of  the  municipal  year  1ST2.  they 
had  passed  the  following  orders,  which  had  also  by 
that  date  received  the  necessary  concurrent  action 
of  your  honorable  body : 

Wiuening  Washington  street.  Milk  to  Summer 
.-treft,  BO  feet $33*,5I7  00 

Widening  High  street,  Congress  to  Oliver 
street,  50  feet 54,302  00 

Widening  Purchase  street.  Federal  to  Pearl 
street.  50  feet 93.913  00 

W  idcnine.  Summer  street,  (.0  feet 291.133  oil 

Widening  I. in. lull  street,  Hi  feet 80.2N0  00 


§861,175  00 
From  the  beginning  of  1873  they  hastened  to  finish 
the  work  thus  started,  quite  to  the  exclusion,  seeing 
the  interests  awaiting  action  in  this  part  of  the  city, 
of  all  other  than  matters  of  the  merest  official  routine. 
To  reconcile  the  diversities  ol  these  interests,  and 
arrange  plans  of  widening  the  old  and  locating  the 
lines  of  the  new  streets  for  the  greatest  public  good 
with  the  least  private  injury,  seemed,  at  first,  an  un- 
ending work.  The  conflict  of  opinion  among  the 
land-owners  was  in  its  extent  something  unique, 
even  in  the  wide  experience  the  board  had  gained  in 
its  previous  dealings  with  citizens  in  such  matters. 
Enough  of  it,  however,  has  reached  the  Council, 
either  through  its  committees  or  unofficially,  to  show 
them  with  what  difficulties  the  board  labored.  The 
report  gives  a  resume  of  the  street  widenings  and 
extensions  in  the  "burnt  district"  during  the  year, 
with  the  following  tabulated  statement  thereof  in  the 
order  of  their  presentation  to  the  City  Council: 

Otis  widened,  45  feet $55,192  00 

Devonshire   widened.  Summer  to  Franklin, 

45  feet 98,051  00 

Lincoln  widened,  near  Slimmer,  SO  feet 22,95(1  50 

i  hauncv  widened,  corner  Sninnu  r.  511  feet. . .  42.520  00 
Devonshire  widened,  on  a  part  of  Theatre  al- 
ley   15,180  00 

Congress   «  idcneil.  llroad  to  W  ater,  60  and  70 

feet 51 4,795  00 

Federal  widened,  summer  In  Milk,  lit  feel..  .  3H.sc.il  00 

Pearl  extended  to  Water,  5u  feet 170.300  00 

Milk  widened,  Washington  lo  I'.uilerymarch, 

50  and  60  feet 297,462  00 

Franklin  widened  and   extended  to  Pearl,  50 

feet 314,892  00 

Oliver  extended  to  Kilhy 131  .22"  oil 

Hawlev  widened ,  -10  feet 27  7,730  oil 

Arch  widened  and   extended  to  Milk,  50  and 

10  feet 334,600  00 

niiinev  place  laid  out  and  extended  to  Pearl 

place.  30  feet 12,784  00 

Post  (illice  square  laid  out 112,010  00 

Water  widened,    Devonshire   to  Congress,  60 

feet • 211,675  00 

Matthews  widened,  cor.  Congress.  30  feet....  1,530  00 

Lincoln  widened,  near  Similiter,  50  feet 1,300  00 

Congress  widened.  Water  to  State,  54  feet....  484,626  00 
I'.road  widened.  Atlantic   avenue  to  Summer 

street,  lot)  feet 780.SS7  25 

Pearl  widened,  near  Milk,  5tt  feel 1,414  00 

Pearl,  areas  p.ut  into  the  highway,  50  feet 66,440  00 

$4,289^427  75 
Adding  to  this  $4,289,427  75,  the  figures  of  -the 
latter  part  of  1.S72.  as  above  written,  s,st;i,n'5,  a  total 
of  $5,150,002  75  is  attained,  as  the  complete  estimated 
cost  of  these  improvements.  In  May  came  the  fire 
upon  Washington  and  Essex  streets.  Then  the  de- 
sired sixty-feet  width  was  secured  for  Washington 
street,  from  Boylston  to  Avery  street,  and  Essex 
street  was  made  fifty  feet  wide,  from  Washington 
street  to  Harrison  avenue.  The  cost  was  estimated 
at  $144,474  for  Washington  street  and  $82,130  for 
Essex  street,  or  a  total  of  $226,1612. 

In  other  directions,  the  last  half  of  the  year,  the 
Commissioners  were  not  entirely  inactive.  It  was 
difficult  but  not  impossible  to  convince  the  residents 
of  each  different  part  of  the  city  that  the  general 
economy  must  be  rigidly  applied  to  their  particular 
sufferings  for  street  accommodation.  Where  little 
matters  could  be  accomplished  at  small  and  in  some 
cases  no  cost  to  the  city,  they  were  given  early  at- 
tention, and  some  few  of  even  more  importance  and 
expense  were  acted  upon,  having  their  justification, 
the  Commissioners  think,  in  both  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  the  people.  Of  this  part  of  their  work 
the  report  also  gives  a  resume. 


The  betterments  assessed  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 

For  the  widenin  of  Dudley  and  oilier  streets 
in   1871,   at  an  estimated  cost  of  $114,040  51. .     37,738  00 

For  the  widening  ol   Kneel I  si  reel  in  1871,  at 

an  estimated  cost  ,,t  si2s,017  5" 41,981  00 

For  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park 
square  in  1^  1 1,  at  an  estimated  Cost  of  $165,- 
849 78,361  50 

For  the  extension  of  Apploton  street  to  Tre- 
mont  street  In  is; j,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$93,176 20,512  00 

$178,592  50 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay— Heirs  of  Joseph  Bumstead  $357  22, 
for  Magazine-street  damages;  Susan  O.  Wheelwright 
$2,430  75.  for  Pearl-street"  damages;  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  New  York,  $37,920.  for  Pearl- 
street  damages;  James  Parker  sl,5!t!l,  for  Pearl-street 
damages;  E.  L.  Perkins  $502.  tor  Thornton-street 
tlania.es;  Charles  Pope  sis.3  7S,  for  Magazine-street 
damages;  William  F.  Weld  $55,015,  for  Franklin- 
street  damages.    Severally  passed, 

PAPERS    FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  Light 
Infantry;  Battery  A,  Light  Artillery;  Matthew 
O'Brien,.  Alexander  Stiles,  and  Laurean  Perry.  Re- 
ferred in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  con- 
sider the  necessity  of  providing  police  stations  for 
Ward  19.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

Order  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  west  part  of 
Ward  17  to  use  Westerly  Hall  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
may  prescribe.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Annual  report  of  Scalers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures.   (City  Doc.  No.  10.)    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  request  the  Committee  on  Fire  Alarms  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  extending  the  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  into  Ward  19.  Referred  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Order  to  add  balances  of  appropriations  from 
Brighton.  Charlestown  and  West  Roxbury  to  corre- 
sponding appropriations  for  similar  purposes  in  this 
city.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to  take 
action  for  laying  out  Parker  street  from  Beacon 
street  to  Tremont  street,  came  from  the  Council 
passed. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  land  belongs  to  the  State,  and  it  is 
a  matter  for  serious  consideration  how  far  the  city 
can  go  in  taking  tin-  property  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  making  it  into  streets,  and  then  call  upon  the 
citizens  of  Boston  to  pay  for  it.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  referred  and  that  the  committee  will 
report  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

'  Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Mayor's  Address, 
and  order  including  a  reference  of  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  public  parks  to  a  special  commission,  to 
consist  of  two  Aldermen,  three  Couneilmen,  three 
citizens  at  large,  and  the  Mayor;  said  commission 
on  part  of  the  City  Council  to  be  elected  by  concur- 
rent, ballot,  and  those  at  large  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Council 
in  substituting  the  minority  report,  for  so  much  of 
the  majority  report,  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  a 
public  park. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority (reference  of  the  subject  to  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares)  be  substituted  for  the  order 
as  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  this  Board  of  Al- 
dermen will  not  substitute  the  report  of  the  major 
ity  for  that  of  the  minority,  adopted  by  the  Council' 
I  believe  the  order  reported  by  the  minority  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  much  better  than 
that  of  the  majority.  This  subject  has  been  consid- 
ered for  many  days  by  the  citizens  of  Boston ;  it  has 
been  discussed  and  voted  upon,  and  now  we  are 
asked  to  refer  it  again.  I  believe  that  order  will  go 
with  more  authority  if  we  have  a  report  from  a  select 
committee  of  the  Council  with  three  citizens  at  large 
added.  I  believe  we  shall  get  a  report  that  will  com- 
mand the  support  of  the  people  better  than  if  we 
take  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  That  committee  has  as  much  as  it  can  at- 
tend *o  now.  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil and  meet  the  views  of  the  people. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  Know  why  this  Board 
should   depart  from-  the  course  it  has  adopted   on 
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all  me  isures  thai  bave  been  alluded  to  in  the  Mayor's 
address.  Here  is  the  mutter  of  water  supply,  involv- 
ing; an  expenditure  of  eight  million  dollars  that  is 
referred  to  the  Commit  lee  on  Water.  Other  matters 
are  referred  to  the  respective  committees  which  have 
charge  of  the  departments  appertaining  thereto. 
Now,  why  walk  over  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares?  Are  they  not  as  competent  to  attend 
to  this  matter  as  other  committees  are  to  consider 
the  subjects  referred  to  them?  The  Mayor  has  com- 
mitted himself  in  favor  of  parks,  and  has  submitted 
his  opinions  to  the  City  Government  for  considera- 
tion. Now,  before  we  select  a  park,  the  City 
Government  should  have  an  opportunity  to  take  some 
action  upon  the  subject.  By  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mon Council,  we  put  it  out  of  our  hands  to  take  such 
action.  I  know  the  Mayor  is  an  honest  man;  he  has 
committed  himself  in  favor  of  parks,  and  if  he  ap- 
points commissioners  he  will  appoint  gentlemen  in 
favor  of  parks,  and  the  City  Government  will  be 
committed  to  the  scheme  of  a  public  park  before  it 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  take  action  upon  it.  The 
Committee  on  Commr.n  is  just  as  competent  to  act 
on  the  subject  of  a  park  as  the  Committee  on  Water 
is  to  act  on  the  subject  of  a  water  supply.  This  is 
the  only  thing  that  is  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this 
Government  and  put  in  charge  of  commissioners. 
TK  matters  not  to  this  Government  whether 
the  Committee  on  Common  are  in  favor 
of  parks  or  not;  they  can  consider  the 
subject  and  report  to  this  Board.  and 
then  it  cau  be  acted  upon.  I  don't  see  that  anything 
is  to  be  gained  by  taking  the  action  recommended 
by  the  gentleman.  I  don't  know  whether  the  major- 
ity of  the  Committee  on  Common  are  in  favor  of 
parks  or  not;  I  think  they  are.  Foi  myself,  1  am  op- 
posed to  parks  at  present,  though  I  think  we  have 
got  to  have  them  some  time  or  other.  The  chairman 
of  this  committee  voted  to  have  the  matter  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Common;  I  don't  think  he  was 
afraid  of  it.  To  substitute  this  minority  order  would 
look  as  if  the  Committee  on  Common  were  not  to 
be  trusted.  I  think  thev  can  be,  and  are  just  as  much 
deserving  of  confidence  as  any  other  committee. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  report  of  the  majority  will  be 
adopted  by  this  Board.  1  pledge  myself,  as  an  oppo- 
nent of  parks,  to  give  the  matter  due  consideration 
and  to  make  a  report  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
every  gentleman  can  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
his  views  and  advocate  them. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  don't  understand  that 
this  is  in  anv  way  censuring  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares.  I  hope  we  shall  acquiesce  in  the 
action  of  the  Council,  because  I  believe  it  will  more 
fully  meet  the  views  of  the  people.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  there  shall  be  no  feeling 
between  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  have  all  confidence  in  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  The  Council  asks  that  this 
shall  be  referred  to  a  special  commission,  and  I  know 
the  Council  does  not.  intend  to  censure  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares.  I  believe  it  is  due  to 
the  Council  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  concur  in  the 
passage  of  the  first  order  that  has  come  down  from 
them. 

Alderman  Power— T  think  courtesy  is  also  due  th's 
Board  from  the  other  branch.  I  don't  think  the 
Council  intended  any  insult  or  slur  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  but  perhaps  they  thought  that 
committee  would  n't  act  upon  the  matter  as  speedily 
as  they  might.  I  feel  certain  that  they  will  act  more 
speedily,  and  that  this  Government  will  get  a  report 
much  sooner  than  it  will  by  concurring  with  the 
Council.  If  the  Committee  on  Water  are  to  be 
trusted  to  consider  the  matter  of  water,  I  don't  see 
why  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  shall 
not  be  trusted  to  consider  this  subject  of  a  public 
park.  I  know  they  will  make  a  report  much  quicker 
than  this  large  and  unwieldy  committee  proposed  by 
the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Alder- 
man Power's  motion  to  substitute  the  majority  re- 
port: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Prescott,  WTorthington— 6. 

There  being  a  tie  the  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  concur  with  the 
Council. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
tbey  were  ordered. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Pres- 
cott, Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  motion  was  lost. 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  the  subject  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  Chairman— The  last  vote  disposes  of  the  sub- 
ject so  far  as  this  Board  is  concerned. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  supposed  it  could  be  taken 
from  the  table  at  any  time. 

The  Chairman  —The  Chair  rules  that  the  order  is 
killed  in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  wdll  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Emery— I  did  n't  rise  to  make  any  speech 
upon  this  matter,  but  I  hope  we  will  not  dispose  of 
this  matter  without  due  consideration.  We  have  had 
but  little  time  so  far.  It  went  through  the  Council 
quite  recently,  came  up  to  us,  and  we  have  passed  it 
off  as  though  it  were  a  very  light  thing.  I  hope  we 
shall  have,  and  I  think  gentlemen  ought  to  take,  a 
little  m  re  time  to  consider  it.  I  therefore  move  to 
lay  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration  upon  the  table, 
and  I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Alderman  Worthington  (unanimous  consent  being 
given)— I  think  we  should  take  more  time.  If  I  un- 
derstand the  matter,  the  defeat  of  this  order  will  kill 
this  subject  for  the  whole  year. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  rules  that  only  this  order 
will  he  killed. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  subject  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration 
upon  the  table,  prevailed— yeas  9,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall.  Har- 
ris. Peters.  Prescott.  Stebbins,  Worthington— 9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Power— 3. 

COMMITTEES  JOINED. 

Various  orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  to  nominate  city  officers,  came  from  the 
Council,  were  passed  in  concurrence,  and  the  com- 
mittees were  joined  as  follows: 

Water  Registrar— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Worthing- 
ton. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands— Aldermen  Emery, 
Harris. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery— Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Hall. 

Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund— Aldermen 
Cutter.  Hall. 

City  Surveyor— Aldermen  Emery,  Brooks. 

City  Engineer— Aldermen  Cutter.  Stebbins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Aldermen    Bigelow,  Harris. 

City  Solicitor— Aldermen  Peters,  Prescott. 

ELECTIONS  OF   CITY   OFFICERS. 

Various  reports  of  joint  special  committees  to 
nominate  city  officers  were  received,  together  wdth 
certificates  of  election  by  the  Common  Council.  The 
reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  the  Board  suc- 
cessively proceeded  to  ballot  for  said  officers  in  each 
case,  with  the  result  appended: 

Trustees  of  City  Jlospital.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Harris  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and 
count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Charles  J.  Prescott  had 11 

Hlllmau  B.  Barnes 12 

William  H.  Kent 12 

James  Power 1 

and   Messrs.  Prescott,  Barnes  and  Kent  were    de 
c  ared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Aldermen  Bigelow 
and  Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
ceive and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  vote6 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  T.Clark 11 

Charles  A.  Burditt 12 

David  P.  Kimball 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  Ml.  Hope  Cemetery.  Aldermen  Peters 
and  Power  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes „ 12 

Necessary  toachoice 7 

.\  lalisim     I'.iiM    low  11 

David  Whiston 12 

William  Minot,  Jr 12 

and  they  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  Aldermen  Cutter 
and  Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

James  Power  had 1 

Charles  J.  Prescott 1 

Cyrus  A.  Page 8 

Frederick  Pease 8 

Benjamin  Dean 8 

William  Say  ward 12 
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Alderman  Power  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Mr.  Sayward  at  large, 
in  concurrence,  and  there  was  no  choice  for  members 
on  the  part  of  the  Council.  A  second  ballot  was 
taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  tn  a  choice i 

Cyrus  A.  Page  had..  / j> 

Frederick  Pease 8 

Benjamin  Dean > 

and  Messrs.  Pease  and  Dean  were  declared  elected  in 
concurrence. 

Directors  East  Boston  Ferries.  Aldermen  Emery 
and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Neces.-ary    to  a  choice 7 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins  had 11 

Hiram  Emer> 1 

Joshua  Weston 12 

Ebenezer  Adams 12 

and  Messrs.  Stebbins,  Weston  and  Adams  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence." 

Members  of  loehituate  Water  Board.  Aldermen 
Wortbingtou  and  Hall  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive  and  count  votes: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  chert ce 7 

Leouard  R   Cutter 11 

Edward  P.  Wilbur 12   . 

William  G.  Thaeher 12 

and  thev  were  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  Lieutenants  of  Police  be  thirty- 
seven;  the  maximam  number  of  Sergeants  of  Police 
shall  be  thirty-eight;  the  maximum  number  of  Pa- 
trolmen shall  be  live  hundred  and  sixty. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquirea  how  much  the  present 
police  force  was  increased  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  present  force  is  497.  The 
increase  is  for  the  additional  districts  in  Brighton, 
West  Roxbury  and  Charlestown. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  author- 
ized to  extend  the  police  telegraph  system  to  West 
Roxbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown;  the  expense  to 
he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
restraining  the  occupants  of  buildings  on  the  "burnt 
district"  from  projecting  signs  and  banners  into  and 
over  the  public  streets,  and  the  remonstrance  of  Her- 
sey,  Washburn  &  Co  et  at.  against  the  projection  of 
signs  on  Federal  street.  The  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief-uf-Police  be  directed  to 
notify  all  parties  who  have  hung,  affixed,  erected  or 
fastened  any  sign,  lantern,  show  bill  or  show  board 
of  any  description  whatever  which  projects  into  or 
over  any  street  more  than  one  foot,  within  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  the  fires  of  November  9,  1872.  and 
May  30.  1873,  to  remove  the  said  projections;  and  in 
case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  parties  so  to  do 
within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof,  the  Chief-of- 
Police  is  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to  be  made 
against  them,  as  provided  by  section  23  of  the  ordi- 
nances in  relation  to  streets,  passed  October  29,  1869. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  contract  from  time  to  time  for  the  pur- 
chase and  exchange  of  horses,  the  supply  of  hay, 
grains,  paving  stones,  gravel  and  other  materials  re- 
quired for  the  operations  of  the  Paving^Department, 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Street  be 
authorized  to  lay  flagging  cross-walks  and  pave 
gutters  on  the  public  streets  of  tne  city  when 
deemed  expedient  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  be 
authorized  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and  pave 
sidewalks  on  any  portions  of  public  streets  when  the 
abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one  half  the  cost 
thereof. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  number  or  renumber  any  street,  court  or 
place,  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in  the  opin- 


ion of  said  committee,  the   public  convenience  will 
be  promoted  thereby. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  grant  permits  for  moving  buildings 
through  the  streets  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant  lots  on 
public  streets,  where  the  public  safety  requires  the 
same. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  following  regulations  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  persons  who  may  be 
licensee  to  raise  or  lower  goods  and  merchandise 
outside  of  buildings  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 
1.  Good  aud  sufficient  barriers  shall  lie  placed  across 
the  sidewalk,  from  the  w^all  of  the  building  to  the 
curbstone  of  the  sidewalk,  on  each  side  of  the  goods 
or  merchandise  to  be  raised  or  lowered,  and  kept  in 
their  places  during  the  whole  time  the  work  of  rais- 
ing or  lowering  is  in  progress,  so  as  to  protect  trav- 
ellers from  injury  or  danger.  2.  The  sidewalk  shall 
not  be  encumbered  by  such  goods  or  merchandise. 
or  the  raising  or  loweringthereof,  longer  than  fifteen 
minutes  at  any  one  time.  3.  The  person  or  persons 
licensed  to  raise  or  lower  goods  outside  of  buildings 
shall  idemnify  and  save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston 
against  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses,  to  which  it 
shall  be  subjected  on  account  of  the  acts  of  the  said 
person  or  persons  under  such  license.  4.  The  license 
may  be  revoked  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Alderman,  Bigelow  from. the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications  of  A. 
P.  Peck  to  give  dramatic  readings  at  Music  Hall  by 
Miss  C'ushmau:  C.  M.  Charter,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  Sumner  Hall,  East  Boston.  January  20  and  22;  E. 
W.  Murray,  for  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Tremonc  and 
Clarendon  streets;  Simon  Levy,  to  deal  in  second- 
hand clothing  at  449  Main  street.  Cbarle.-town;  Moore 
&  Co.,  for  two  wagon  licenses;  Charles  Wells,  Jr.. 
et  al.,  for  transfer  of  wagon  license; :  William  Roach, 
for  wagon  stand  at  197  Third  street;  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Chase,  8  Haywaid  place,  L.  Puhil  &  Co.,  27  Kingston 
etreet,  for  victualler's  license;  Addison  P.Wheelock, 
et  al.,  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses;  William  R.  Wat- 
son, for  auctioneer's  license  at  148  Hanover  street; 
Thomas  J.  Keugh,  to  keep  a  billiard  table  at  21  Per- 
kins street,  Charlestown;  Ellen  M.  Collins,  to  keep 
intelligence  office  at  147  Charles  street;  Mary  J. 
McMuluin,  to  keep  intelligence  office  at  81  Charles 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported "leave  to  withdraw"  on  the  applications  of 
C.  H.  Snow,  105  Northampton  street:  Dennis  Mur- 
phy, 533  Washington  street;  and  William  Taylor,  85 
Bunker-Hill  street,  for  victualler's  license.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  an  order  was 
passed  fixing  the  usual  regulations  for  the  granting 
of  licenses  to  minors  for  the  pursuit  of  any  avoca- 
tion, the  terms  and  conditions  of  which  shall  be  in- 
serted in  :he  certificate. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Board  not  having  charge  of  any 
appropriations;  also  by  individual  members  of  the 
Board  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty; 
the  amount  of  said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priations for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  revised  schedule  of 
assessments  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sixth 
street,  together  with  an  order  annulling  the  original 
schedule  and  order  passed  Oct.  9,  1873,  and  an  order 
for  the  collection  of  the  rums  named  in  the  revised 
list.    The  orders  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  $207  02  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Laban  Pratt,  for  a  sewer  in  Taylor  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Albert  T. 
Stearns;  that  $233  40  be  abated  from  Porter  &  Syl- 
vester, for  a  sewer  in  Buckingham  street,  and  the 
same  amount  assessed  upon  George  W.  Merserve: 
that  $21  17  be  abated  from  Cornelius  Driscoll,  for  a 
sewer  in  Taylor  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed 
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upon  Thomas  J.  McCrail;  that  $37  111  he  abated  from 
South  Boston  Iron  Company,  for  a  sewer  in  Sixth 
street,  and  the  same  amount  he  assessed  upon  the 
South  Huston    Horse   Railroad  Company ;  that  $15  14 


estimate  of  land;  that  the  following  abatements  be 
made  on  account  of  previous  payments  and  agree- 
ments: Calvin  (1.  Pace's  heirs,  Couch  street.  $20; 
1'hmehas  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  Sbawmut  avenue,  $2:11  12; 
Henry  T.  Woods,  et  at.,  do..  $1'.)0  01 ;  Charles  Hul- 
bert,  do.,  $181  93;  John  Harney,  Alpine  street, 
$11150;  Isaac  Waterman's  heirs,  do..  $!I2  (12;  James 
Guild,  do.,  $55  75;  Albert  T.  Stearns,  High  street, 
$33  13. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery- 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  a  new  Court  Hause  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Buildings. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington— 

Ordered.  That  the  list  of  jurors  in  this  city,  who 
are  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  be  revised  by  I  his  Hoard,  and  be 
posted  in  the  City  Hall  and  Court  House,  and  be 
thereafterwards  submitted  to  the  Common  Council 
for  revision  and  acceptance,  pursuant  to  law. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health  be  au- 
thorized, during  the  present  municipal  year,  to  make 
contracts  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of 
hay  or  grain  and  for  such  horses  and  exchanges  as  h's 
department  may  from  time  to  time  require;  also  for 
such  material  as  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  this 
department. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Joseph  Sidwell.  Walter  Smith  and  John  McCarty,  for 
leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables.     Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hams- 
Ordered,  That  the  almshouse  formerly  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Chaiicstown  be  placed  in  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions/who 
are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  the  necessary  over- 
sight and  supplies  for  the  inmates  of  that  building. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  orders  to  pay.  as  follows: 

Frances  S.  W.  Browne,  $74,  for  land  taken  from 
heirs  of  Jonathan  Whitney  by  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue  to  Park  square.     Passedi 

Heirs  of  Zabdiel  B.  Adams,  $3003  75,  for  widening 
Pearl  street.     Head  once. 

Heirs  of  J.  H.  Pearson,  $18,157,  for  widening  Broad 
street.    Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris — 

Whereas,  It  appears  of  record  that  the  County 
Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Middlesex  did.  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  A.  D.  1872,  establish  a 
highway  in  the  town  of  Revere,  formerly  North 
Chelsea,  and  did,  as  authorized  by  statute,  assess  a 
portion  of  the  damage  upon  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
it  is  therefore 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  following-named  persons 
the  sums  set  against  their  respective  nanus  for  dam- 
ages can.-cd  by  the  action  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  Middlesex  in  establishing  a  high u  a  v  in  Revere, 
formerly  North  Chelsea,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  I).  1872,  upon  their  presenting  a  certificate, 
signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Revere,  that  the  land 
over  which  the  highway  is  established  is  in  the  town 
of  Revere,  and  has  been  entered  upon  and  possession 
taken,  and  also  upon  their  giving  an  acquittance  and 
discharge  for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  caused 
to  and  incurred  by  them  on  account  of  said  action  of 
the  County  Commissioners;  said  sums  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Sullolk,  name- 
ly;. J.  H.  Kicker,  sl(li);  William  O.  Hall,  slOO;  Tim- 
othy Wilson,  $25.     Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  the  Police  Department  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police,  with  the  request  that  they  give 
early  and  especial  consideration  to  the  Mayor's  rec- 
oinineiiilalion    for    llie    establishment  of  .a   mounted 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington— 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  whichthe 
building  belonging  lo  the  city  of  Boston,  known  as 
Wilson's  Hotel,  in  Ward  II),  is  occupied  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  report  thereon  to  the  City  Council. 


Alderman  Stebbius— I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
the  words,  "and  that,  said  committee  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  disposing  of  said  proper- 
ty by  auction  or  otherwise,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Board." 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  attached  to  the  order.  The  city  ought  to 
know  what  sort  of  a  house  it  owns  and  how  it  is  oc- 
cupied. Something  ought  to  be  done  with  that  ho- 
tel, and  to  find  out  if  it  is  put  to  the  best  use. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  every  member  of 
this  Board  knows  what  that  hotel  is  used  for  as  well 
today  as  they  will  a  week  hence,  after  the  committee 
report.  They  know  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  re- 
ceive $2110  per  month  rent  for  it,  and  that  the  hotel  is 
used  as  a  first-class  liquor  establishment  and  for 
other  purposes.  I  shall  insist  upon  my  amendment, 
and  if  the  Board  sees  fit  to  vote  it  down,  well  and 
good. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. I  understand,  from  goi.d  authority,  that  the 
house  can  be  sold  for  three  thousand  dollars  more 
than  we  are  to  pay  for  it.  If  that  is  so  I  hope  it  will 
be  done. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  don't  believe  that  offer 
can  be  taken  up.  1  understand  it  was  made  on  con- 
dition that  certain  things  be  put  in.  I  don't  think 
the  city  can  sell  it  for  what  it  will  have  to  pay  for  it 
when  the  note  comes  due  next  May.  The  other  mat- 
ter should  be  reported  on  and  this  disgrace  to  the 
city  stopped. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  the  time  mentioned  in 
the  amendment  is  too  short. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  withdraw  that  portion 
of  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Emery— It  is  very  necessary  that  the 
thing  should  be  done. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  the  words  "to  report  two  weeks 
from  today." . 

Alderman  Cutter— The  property  is  ours,  and  I  don't 
believe  it  is  neeessary  to  run  it  down.  Let  us  get  all 
we  can  for  it.  I  had  the  statement  from  one  of  the 
selectmen  that  we  could  get  what  I  said. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ment, allowing  two  weeks  from  today,  is  unneces- 
sary. 

Alderman  Peters— I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Board  not  to  allow  the  committee  to  spend  too  much 
time  at  a  hotel  that  is  occupied  in  the  manner  of 
which  the  gentleman  speaks.  I  thought  it  best  to 
limit  the  committee  to  a  certain  time. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Pelers  was  adopted, 
and  the  question  recurred  on  Alde'rman  Stebbins's 
amendment  as  amended. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  that  amendment 
should  come  in  a  separate  order.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  will  defeat  the  point  we  want  to  make.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  will  draw  an  order  and  submit  it  at 
once,  that  it  may  be  fairly  considered.  I  will  join 
most  heartily  with  him  if  he  will  draw  a  separate  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Power — I  can't  see  anything  for  the  com- 
mittee to  do  except  what  is  embodied  in  the  amend- 
ment of  Alderman  Stebbins.  Even  body  knows  what 
the  house  is  carried  on  for.  If  it  is  wished  to  facili- 
tate matters,  I  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  surprised  at  the 
knowledge  gentlemen  possess  of  what  is  going  on  in 
that  house.  I  don't  believe  anyone  here  knows.  I 
don't,  but  I  want  to  know  what  is  done  with  the  city 
property.  -    . 

Alderman  Peters— As  I  understand  the  whole  mo- 
tion, the  committae  can  report  on  the  first  part  of 
the  order  at  any  time— at  the  next  meeting  if  they 
choose— and  on  the  proposed  sale  two  weeks  from 
today.  That  allows  them  time  enough  to  report.  If 
the  committee  don't  know  now  what  the  house  is  oc- 
cupied for,  one  day's  investigation  will  give  them  all 
they  desire. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Worthington  raised  the  point  that  the 
question  was  on  an  amendment  and  could  not  be  di- 
vided. 

Alderman  Cutter  inquired  if  the  amendment  had 
not  been  already  adopted. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  had  passed,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted.  Alder- 
man Harris  withdrew  the  request  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

REPORT   OF   COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Cutter  presented  the  report  of  the  Co- 
,  chituate  Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  134  of  1873),  on 
reply  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  October  13, 
1873,  relating  to  the  available  quantity  and  purity  of 
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the  Mystic  water  and  to  other  matters  connected 
with  an  additional  water  supply  for  Boston.  Alder- 
derman  Cutter  stated  that  he  had  some  plans  which 
the  members  could  examine  at  their  leisure.  The 
report  was  sent  down. 

The  hoard  reply  that  its  attention  was  called  to  the 
Mystic  Pond  as  a  source  of  supply  for  this  city  some 
two  years  since  by  their  engineer  (see  City  Doc. 
No.  2!t,  1873),  bur  after  due  consideration  it  was  dis- 
missed from  the  list  of  practicable  sources,  which  the 
Water  Board  thought  its  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
City  Government;  but  after  the  receipt  of  the  above- 
named  order  of  inquiry,  and  recognizing  the  wide 
differences  of  opinion  existing  in  the  community  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  as  well  as  to  the  capacity 
of  the  Mystic  basin  as  a  source  of  pertnamut  supplv 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  the  board,  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice to  itself  and  its  engineer,  has  thought  it  judi- 
cious and  proper  to  have  the  whole  subject  investi- 
gated independently,  by  thoroughly  competent  per- 
sons, so  that,  after  the  investigations  were  closed 
and  the  facts  presented,  the  questions  should  be  defi- 
nitely settled  in  every  reasonable  mind.  With  these 
views,  the  services  of  two  eminent  hydraulic  engi- 
neers, Mr.  James  P.  Kirkwood  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  Mr.  James  B.  Francis  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
were  secured  as  an  Engineering  Commission, 
and  the  board  was  equally  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing Professor  E.  N.  Horsford  of  Cambridge, 
to  investigate  as  to  the  purity  of  the  water. 
The  facts'  given  with  regard  to  the  Mystic  basin 
are  in  close  approximation  to  the  information 
that  was  already  in  possession  of  the  board, 
from  the  report  of  its  engineer  (the  present 
city  Engineer),  and  stated  in  general  terms  in  the 
City  Document  above  referred  to.  and  show  not  only 
that  the  extravagant  claims  made  for  this  basin  as  a 
source  of  permanent  supply  were,  in  a  large  degree, 
unfounded,  but  that  an  imperative  duty  exists  for 
the  city  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  securing 
I  hat  supply  from  some  other  and  more  practicable 
source,  for  its  rapidly  increasing  territory,  population 
and  industries,  at.  the  earliest  moment.  The  report 
of  Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis  slates,  that  by  util- 
izing (at  an  expense  of  $994,502  for  storage  reser- 
voirs) all  the  available  storage  capacity  of  the  Mystic 
basins,  including  the  lower  Mystic  Lake,  a  total  sun- 
ply  of  18,000,000  gallons  daily  may  be  secured,  and 
that,  a  more  moderate  expenditure  for  reservoirs  will 
provide  a  supply  from  which  a  surplus  of  about 
:,,i)iio,tioo  gallons  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Boston, 
until  1SS0  or  thereabouts,  when  the  increasing  de- 
mands of  Charlestown  and  East  Boston,  and  the 
towns  depending  upon  the  Mystic  works,  will  begin 
to  curtail  it.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  Cochituate 
conduit  should  not  be  relied  on  ''to  convey  more 
than  17,000.000  gallons  in  any  one  day."  These  state- 
ments should  be  considered  together,  in  computing 
the  total  supplv  available  to  Boston  for  the  next  few- 
years. 

The  consumption  in  Boston  during  1873  was  about. 
IS, duo, noil  gallons  daily,  and  largely  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year,  due  partly  to  a  reckless  use  of  hand 
hose,  leakage  in  the  burnt  district,  and  an  increased 
head  in  portions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the  in- 
creased number  of  water  takers.  The  consumption 
is  very  unequal  in  different  months,  and  to  maintain 
the  supply  during  the  summer  month;,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  use  the  conduit  under  a  pressure  that 
would  give  a  flow  of  over  20.1)00,011(1  gallons  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  even  then  the  reservoirs  were  drawn 
down  to  a  point  that  reduced  materially  the  water 
held  in  reserve  to  supplv  the  city  in  case  of  accident 
to  the  conduit.  If  the  maximum  How  of  the  conduit 
is  to  be  limited  to  17, noil  ooo  gallons  in  twenty-four 
hours,  the  supply  will  not  on  an  average  much,  if  at 
all,  exceed  i:.. Il(il), 000  gallons  daily.  To  operate  the 
Cochituate  works  safely  an  additional  supply  of 
3.0(10.(1(10  gallons  daily  is  required  at  once;  and  the 
supply  which  can  be  safely  obtained  from  the 
Cochituate  works,  combined  with  that  which  may 
be  ( 


vill 


ired  from  the  Mystic   (some  two  vears  hence) 
:an  excess  of  only  2.0(10,000   gallons   daily. 


above  the  use  of  the  past  year,  to  meet  the  future  in- 
crease in  consumption,  which  will  follow  from  in- 
crease of  population,  by  natural  growth  and  by 
annexation.  By  using  all  the  storage  area  offered  by 
the  Mystic  basin  this  excess  may  be  increased  to 
some  four  or  five  millions,  an  amount  which,  at  the 
rate  of  increase  in  water-takers  that  has  ruled  for  the 
past  few  years,  will  be  absorbed  in  four  or  five  sea- 
sons. 

If  the  conduit  is  to  be  operated  as  it  was  found 
necessary  to  operate  it  the  past,  year  (in  a  manner 
which  it  is  proper  to  say  the  Water  Boaid  and  its 
officers  consider  decidedly  unsafe),  the  excess  wilt  be 
further  increased  by  about,  three  millions  of  gallons. 
This  is  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Cochituate 
watershed  will   yield   a  supply   of  18.000,000  gallons 


daily;  but  the  fact  is  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  do 
so.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  quantities 
of  water,  stated  in  daily  averages,  that  entered  the 
lake  from  its  watershed  during  various  year,  and  of 
which  in  some  years  a  large  portion  was  necessarily 
wasted  over  the  dam  during  floods: 
Tear.  Gallons  per  day.    Tear.  Gallons  per  day. 

1853 17,873,800    1858 11,759,013 

isiio  f,,;  I  1,1)1,7    1864 15.370,152 

1866 14,265,280    1871 13,197,800 

The  yield  of  the  Cochituate  watershed  in  a  season 
of  extreme  drought  has  been  estimated  by  the  City 
Engineer,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Davis,  at  12,000,000  gallons 
daily;  but,  as  seen  above,  in  1871,  which  cannot  be 
considered  such  a  season,  it  actually  was  only  13,197,- 

siio  gallons.    Add    to  this    the  ,.,i .ooil   gallons   that 

may  be  taken  from  the  Mystic,  and  there  is  is, lino  ono 
gallons,  just  equal  to  the  consumption  of  the  past 
year,  1873.  To  state  the  case  plainly,  and  it  does 
seem  that  the  time  has  come  to  so  state  it.  this  city 
will  be  dependent  upon  good  fortune,  that  is,  upon 
heavy  rains  and  freedom  from  accident,  to  the  works, 
for  a  full  supply  of  water,  during  the  next  few  years, 
even  if  the  Mystic  be  drawn  upon,  unless  an  auxiliary 
supply  is  taken  from  the  Sudbury  River,  as  in  1872. 
As  matters  now  stand,  the  city  has  no  rights  in  the 
Sudbury  River,  and  would  unquestionably  be  pre- 
vented by  the  mill  owners  and  others  interested, 
from  again  drawing  from  it  unless  the  river  is  legally 
seized  under  the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing 
i he  taking.  If  it  be  decided  to  abandon  the  Sudbury- 
Kiver  project,  the  city  will  be  forced  to  rely  upon  the 
Coctr.tuate  and  Mystic  districts,  from  which,  by  an 
expenditure  of  some  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  the  latter,  in  two  years  a  total  daily  supply 
of  about  22.0i)i).(ii)0  gallons  can  be  furnished;  pro- 
vided that  the  rainfall  is  favorable,  and  the  Cochitu- 
ate conduit  is  operated  under  objectionable  pressure 
during  the  months  of  greatest  consumption. 

During  the  early  months  of  1872.  while  the  pump- 
ing engines  were  at  work  in  Lake  Cochituate,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  unprecedentedly  low  state  of  the 
water,  application  was  made  by  the  city  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  power  to  take  water  from  an  independent 
source  of  supply;  and  the  Water  Board  was  informed 
by  the  legislative  committee  that  it  must  limit  itself 
to  two  sources,  though  the  Board  had  asked  for  a 
general  act  with  the  design  of  selecting  the  best 
source,  after  a  careful  study  and  survey  of  the  whole 
question.  A  pretty  thorough  examination  had  been 
hurriedly  made  of  the  different  available  water  dis- 
tricts within  reasonable  distance  from  the  city,  in- 
cluding the  Ipswich  and  Saugus  rivers  at  the  north, 
the  great  lakes  of  the  Middleborough  district  at  the 
south,  and  the  Merrimac  River  at  the  northwest.  All 
these  were  rejected,  however,  either  for  their  large 
cost,  impurity  of  water,  difficulty  of  connection  with 
the  present  system  of  works,  want  of  storage  capaci- 
ty, or  insufficient  amount  of  vater  for  the  needs  of 
the  distant  future.  The  only  course,  therefore,  was 
to  look  to  the  west,  where  were  found  the  Charles, 
Sudbury.  Assabet  and  Nashua  livers  and  Lake  Qjuin- 
sigamond,  which,  combined,  would  give  a  daily  sup- 
ply of  220.(1(10 ooo  gallons,  and  all  of  which  could  be 
brought  to  Chestuut-llill  Reservoir  in  the  same  con- 
duit. The  Water  Board  selected  the  Charles  and 
Sudbury  rivers ;  but  during  the  hearing  before 
the  legislative  committee  a  strong  and  decided 
opposition  was  made  to  the  taking  of  the 
Charles  River,  except  upon  such  conditions 
and  restrictions  as  were  entirely  inadmissable; 
and  therefore,  upon  the  promise  of  the  commit- 
tee to  report  a  favorable  bill  for  the  Sudbury,  the 
Charles  was  dropped  and  a  bill  for  the  Sudbury  was 
reported  and  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Doubtless  the 
facility  with  which  the  water  of  the  river  could  be  turn- 
ed into  Lake  Cochituate  to  supply  a  pressing  tempo- 
rary want  in  that  basin  bad  some" considerable  weight, 
in  the  selection;  but  careful  study  and  survey  of  its 
capabilities  as  a  source  of  permanent  supply  revealed 
facts  of  a  very  favorable  character.  These  were,  the 
large  amount  and  good  quality  of  the  water;  its  ex- 
cellent storage  facilities  and  easy  control;  compar- 
atively moderate  cost  of  construction,  the  shortness 
of  the  conduit  line  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  the 
great  point  of  distribution;  and  the  comparative 
present  and  prospective  freedom  from  pollution  of 
the  watershed.  Its  combined  value  in  all  these  es- 
sentials is  such  that  the  Water  Board  has  seen  no 
reason  to  regret  its  selection  or  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
the  choice.  The  rapidity  with  which  its  waters  can 
be  turned  into  the  lake  has  already  been  proved  at  a 
time  of  some  considerable  public  peril. 

The  Sudbury,  with  its  ample  storage  basins,  in  a 
seasi  n  of  drought  will  yield  a  minimum  supplv  of 
10,000,000  gallons  daily,  and  in  favorable  season's  a 
supply  of  ."id. (1(10,001)  gallons  or  more;  should  occasion 
demand    in    the    future,  it.  can  be    easily  connected 
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with  the  Aseabet  River,  from  which  nearly  an  equal 
amount  can  he  drawn,  and  the  practicability  of  its 
connection  with  the  other  water  districts  named 
above  is  an  equally  assured  fact.  The  connection 
with  the  Charles  River  would  he  hy  pumping  works 
at  South  Natick,  all  the  others  by  gravitation.  In 
the  Sudbury  River  scheme  of  works,  not  only  has 
the  needs  of  the  immediate  present  been  duly  con- 
sidered, but  the  future  has  been  amply  cared  for. 
Efforts  seem  to  have  been  made  to  prejudice  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  by  misrepresenting  its  cost, 
and  the  time  required  for  its  construction.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  it  will  cost  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  it  cannot  be  com- 
pleted short  of  ten  or  twelve  years'  time. 

Those  making  these  misrepresentations  entirely 
ignore  tho  careful  and  exhaustive  surveys,  and  the 
liberal  estimates  founded  upon  them  by  our  able  and 
experienced  engineers.  The  Water  Board  has  no 
hesitation  in  saying  there  is  not  the  slightest  foun- 
dation for  such  statements,  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  distrusting  the  professional  skill  of,  or  the  facts 
and  estimates  given  hy  the  engineers  in  their  report 
as  to  the  cost  or  the  time  required  for  construction; 
most  certainly  not  upon  the  reckless  statements  of 
those  having  no  practical  experience  in  engineering 
works.  So  far  as  the  amount  of  water  or  mill  dam- 
ages to  be  paid  is  concerned,  the  board  can  only  say 
that  this  matter  will  be  determined  before  a  Massa- 
chusetts court  and  jury,  and  upon  competent,  evi- 
dence as  to  the  real  amount  of  damage  caused  by 
diverting  the  water  of  the  river;  it  has  to  fear  but, 
1  hat  the  verdict  will  be  an  equitable  one,  and  the 
damages  not.  excessive.  But  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten  that  the  city  of  Boston  cannot  take  water  from 
any  practicable  source  without  paying  for  it.  and  it  is 
not  at  all  probable  that  the  cost  will  be  larger,  in 
proportion,  for  Hie  Sudbury  River,  than  for  water 
taken  from  any  other  source. 

When  the  pressnt  Cocliituale  conduit,  was  construct- 
ed, it  was  generally  considered  that  the  city  had  se- 
cured an  ample  water  supply  for  the  next  fifty  years 
at  least.  But  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  that  pe- 
riod has  passed,  with  the  results  which  are  now  un- 
der consideration.  The  lesson  is  a  very  useful  one, 
not  only  to  the  City  Government,  but  to  all  concern- 
ed. After  mature  deliberation  upon  all  the  numer- 
ous questions  involved  in  the  general  subject  of  se- 
curing a  permanent  and  ample  supply  of  water  for 
domestic,  fire,  manufacturing,  and  other  uses  for  a 
rapidly  growing  community  like  this,  the  Water 
Hoard  finds  ample  reasons  for  again  recommending 
the  most  energetic  action  for  the  construction  and 
early  completion  of  the  Sudbury  River  supply  for  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  adoption  of  any  policy  which 
shall  restrict  the  supply  of  water  for  all  legitimate 
uses,  will  be  a  mistaken  and  unfortunate  one;  and 
this  will  apply  with  great  force  to  the  territory  re- 
cently annexed  and  that  hereafter  to  be  annexed, 
and  with  still  greater  force  to  the  numerous  monu- 
facturing  industries  that  are  springing  up  in  and  near 
the  city  limits.  The  fear  of  an  insufficient  supply 
would  tend  to  restrict  and  dwarf  a  great  many  indus- 
trial establishments  in  a  very  large   degree,  and  pos- 


sibly lead  to  their  location  elsewhere.  The  Water 
Board  feels  that  a  great  and  growing  city  like  this 
cannot  afford  to  en(  anger  its  progressive  prosperity 
by  failure  to  take  the  proper  action  to  secure  its  con- 
tinuance. 

An  order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council.  Novem- 
ber 10,  18i"i,  requesting  the  Water  Board  to  have 
made  a  chemical  analysis  of  the  waters  of  Farm 
Pond.  In  complying  with  the  request,  the  boaro.  has 
had  also  analyzed  a  sample  taken  from  Sudbury  Riv- 
er, another  from  its  most  important  tributary,Stony 
Brook,  and  two  from  Lake  Cochituate. 

The  analyses,  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following     table,   have     been     made     by     Messrs. 
Merrick  and  Cray,  analytical  chemists,   who  had   no 
knowledge  of  where  the  samples  were  taken: 
Grains  in  TJ.  15.  gal. 
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A  very  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  length 
of  the  conduit  has  been  made  by  skilled  experts  fa- 
miliar with  such  structures,  and  the  details  of  the 
examination,  reported  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Cunningham, 
first  -assistant-engineer  of  "New  Supply,"  are  here- 
with presented;for  your  consideration.  While  thecon- 
duit  will  be  upended  with  great  care  and  closely  watch- 
ed, and  while  there  is  but"  little  fear  of  disaster  hap- 
pening, yet  measures  have  already  been  taken  to  meet 
any  hreak  in  its  weaker  points  by  the  construction  of 
wooden  flumes,  ready  to  be  applied  at  once  at  any 
exposed  point;  so  that  if  any  break  should  occur,  it 
can  be  repaired  in  the  shortest,  possible  time.  White 
the  condition  of  the  conduit,  is  and  has  been  for  the 
past  year  a  constant  source  of  anxiety  to  the  board, 
it  trusts,  by  extra  care  and  watchfulness,  to  avert 
any  serious  disaster  that  may  imperil  the  uninter- 
rupted flow  of  Cochituate  water  to  the  city 

In  conclusion,  the  board  has  the  pleasure  of  stat- 
ing that  the  income  for  water  is  steadily  increasing 
from  vear  to  year,  the  receipts  of  the  past  year  show- 
ing an  advance  over  those  of  the  previous  year  of 
over  one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
KIrkwood  and  Francis,  Mr.  Cunningham,  Professor 
llorsford  and  others  engaged  in  the  investigation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    «a,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  TUB  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  In- 
spectors of  Buildings,  Hunker  Hill  Monument  Asso- 
ciation, Oilman  &  Cheney,  G.  Washington  Warren, 
et  al.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Annual  re[jorf»  of  citv  ollicers.  (Printed  City  Docs. 
Nos.  5,  6,  7,  11,  13.  Report  of  Water  Board  134,  1873- 
18744.)      Severally  placed  on  file. 

The  order  for  the  proposed  extension  of  Parker 
street  came  down  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 
The  Council  concurred. 

Order  that  the  almhouse  formerly  Inhuming  to 
Charlestown  he  placed  in  the  care  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions.     Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
purchase  hay  and  grain  and  other  material  required 
in  his  department.     Read  once. 

CITT  PROPERTY   IN    WARD     NINETEEN. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
inquire  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  building  be- 
longing to  the  city,  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  in 
Ward  II).  is  occupied,  and  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  selling  the  same,  came  down  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  have  some 
explanation  why  this  matter  comes  before  us.  I 
confess  that.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  city  cf  Boston 
kept  a  hotel.  If  there  is  any  gent  leman  here  who  can 
explain  that  matter  I  should  like  to  hear  from  htm. 
It  is  entirely  new  to  me,  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Government,  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  keeping  a  ho- 
tel, and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  idea  is  suggested  by 
the  order  before  us.  I  was  n't  aware  before  that  the 
city  held  any  real  estate  in  the  Brighton  District.  I 
presume  some  gentleman  here  can  explain,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  hear  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  IB— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  think  a  satisfactory  explanation  can  be 
given  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to -lay  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— If  the  gentleman 
really  wants  an  explanation  it  can  be  given  in  a  very 
few  words,  and  I  think  the  Council  will  understand 
the  reason  for  the  order.  Previous  to  the  vote  on 
annexation,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  of  Brighton  to  ljok  up  and  purchase  a 
suitable  location  for  a  town  hall.  The  committee 
selected  a  site  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  which  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  used  for  hotel  purposes. 
The  committee  considered  that  the  best  location  for 
a  hall  and  made  such  a  report  to  the  town  meet- 
ing. That  report  was  accepted,  and  subsequent- 
ly—I  understand,  for  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting- they  were  authorized  to  make  the  purchase 
of  the  land  with  the  buildings  upon  it.  The  present 
occupants  of  the  hotel  made  a  proposition  to  the  se- 
lectmen to  continue  the  occupancy  of  the  building  at 
a  rental  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  month.  At  that 
rate  they  have  continued  tenants  at.  will;  the  property 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  city  of  Boston,  a.id  they 
till  remain  tenants  at  will  under  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  in  that  way  that  the  city  of  Boston  became  the 
owner  of  hotel  property  and  the  receiver  of  rent 
from  that  source. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Before  this  Council  disposes 
of  thai  property,  it  appears  to  me  we  ought  to  know 
what  we  are  disposing  of.  1  do  not  believe  five 
members  of  this  Council  know  what  the  property  is 
and  what  is  the  value  of  the  land  Therefore,  I  move 
the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  wish  to  say,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  latter  part  of  the  order,  that  I  pre- 
sume that  if  its  reference  is  made  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  no  steps  would  he  taken  to  sell 
the  property,  as  an  advantageous  sale  could  not  prob- 
ably be  made.  Everything  the  city  is  doing  in  that 
district  tends  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  property. 
and  I  think  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
would  see  that  it  is  injudicious  to  attempt  to  make  a 
sale  now. 


Mr.  Burdittof  Ward  Hi-  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  to  rider  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Bands  will  not  prevail.  I  am  not  actuated  by 
any  jealousy,  as  a  member  of  one  committee.  The 
first  part  of  the  order  is  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  building  is  used,  which  is  not  entirely 
creditable  to  the  city  of  Boston.  As  this  is  a  build- 
ing for  which  the  city  of  Boston'is  receiving  rent,  if 
is  eminently  proper  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  should  have  charge  of  the  matter.  It  may 
not  be  a  good  time  to  sell  the  property,  but  it  is  a 
good  time  to  -<■■■  u  ti.-t I  di-po-ition  is  made  of  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  tile  motion  will  pre- 
vail, for  this  reason:]  understand  this  lot  contains 
about  seventy-four  thousand  feet  of  land,  and  all  the 
order  contemplates  is  the  sale  of  the  building.  Now 
I  believe  the  disposition  of  the  land  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  is.  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  proper  committee  to  have  charge  of  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Burdittof  Ward  16— If  the  gentleman  would  ilke 
to  have,  the  order  changed  so  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  may  have  charge  of  the  sale  of  the 
lands,  I  have  no  objections,  but  so  far  as  any  consid- 
eration of  the  use  of  the  building  I  am  opposed  to  its 
reference  to  that  committee.  It  properly  belongs  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7    I  would  — 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order,  he 
having  spoken  once  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  merely  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  does  not  believe  the  Commiteee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  as  competeni  to  dispose  of  the  building  as 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  are. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— That  order  contemplates 
just  what  this  Council  wishes  to  know.  The  com- 
mittee is  to  investigate  and  learn  what  is  the  best 
disposition  to  make  of  that  property.  After  they 
report  we  can  act  understandingly.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  motion  to  refer  will  not  prevail,  and  that  the 
order  will  pass. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

BADGES. 

The  order  for  a  committee  to  procure  suitable 
badges  for  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the  question  being 
on  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward H— I  desire.  Mr.  President,  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  order  by  inserting  before 
the  word,  'members"  the  word  ''new,"  so  that  the 
order  will  read  "special  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  new  members,"  and,  with  the  permission  ot  the 
Council,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of 
the  amendment.  The  custom  of  providing  badges, 
at  the  expense  of  the  city,  for  the  members  of  the 
Government  seems  to  have  had  its  origin  as  far  back 
as  the  year  1855.  A  somewhat  careful  examination 
of  the  Auditor's  reports  prior  to  that  date  has  failed 
to  disclose  the  item  "badges"  under  that  name.  It 
would  appear  from  the  cost  of  these  articles  as  stated 
in  the  Auditor's  reports  of  that  year,  and  of  the  few 
succeeding  years,: hat  our  predecessors  had  an  eye  to 
the  useful  rather  than  to  the  ornamental.  They  were 
content  with  a  silver  badge  of  moderate  cost,  and.  in 
1855,  provided  themselves  with  tifty  silver  badges  at 
a  total  expense  of  $62  50.  For  several  years  after- 
wards, whenever  new  badges  were  deemed  necesary 
(and  they  were  not  so  deemed  each  and  every  year) 
some  plain  aud  cheap  ornament  satisfied  the  tastes 
of  the  members  or  their  notions  of  their  duty.  For, 
omitting  the  years  1856,  1858  and  18S2.  when  no  en- 
tries of  moneys  thus  appropriated  appear  among  the 
city's  expenditures,  I  find  that  there  were  procured 
for  the  Government  in 

1857-IB  "ilver  badges,  costing $124  00 

1859-49      "  "  "  120  CO 

1860-30      "  "  "  60  00 

1861—40     "  "  "  80  00 

1R(,o  U*  silver      „     (Council,      („ofiTin[,  ,.,  n„ 

'*'"/  l2gnU  -  Aldermen,  tcostln8 lw  u 

1(1,..  \  48  silver     ..     v  Council,     ?        „  iw  on 

1KM>    8  gold  /Aldermen, )  16>i  w 

.„...  \  3h  silver      „     (Council       )        ..  7q  ... 

1S,,'\    4  gold  i  Aldermen,  >  "    7!l  5" 

.„..„(  36  silver      ..     (Council,      >        „  in  im 

181,0  f    6  gold  ,  Aldermen,)  m  w 

1Rli-(  35  silver      ,.     (Council,      ).        „  ..,.«, 

lm  i   7  gold  "(Aldermen,)  ....  11B  BU 

not  exceeding,  upon  an  average,  in  any  one  year,  $3 
for  each  badge,  and  in  no  year  except  the  first  (1857) 
does  the  full  number  of  badges  seem  to  have  been 
provided.  It  was  reserved  for  the  Council  of  1868 
to  disregard  all  precedents  and  to  set  an  ex- 
ample of  extravagance  not  only  to  their  suc- 
cessors, but  also  to  all  who  have  since  occupied 
any  position  in  the  City  Government,  by  voting 
themselves  sixty-two  gold  badges  at  an  average  cost 
of    $20   each,  and   fifty  silver  badges   at   $2  apiece, 
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costing  813-10:  the  silver  perhaps  for  week  days, 
and  the  gold  for  Sundays  and  holidays:  while  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  obtained  twelve  gold  badges 
costing  S229.  The  Council  of  1869  wisely  limited  trie 
distribution  of  badges  to  newly  elected  members, 
and  for  that  year  thirty  gold  badges,  costing  3546, 
were  found  sufficient,  for  this  branch,  and  eleven 
gold  badges,  at  a  cost  of  $187,  for  the  other.  In  1870, 
and  in  every  year  since,  all  regard  for  economy  seems 
lost  sight  of.  and  the  various  Auditors'  reports  show 
the  following  sums  expended  for  badges: 

1870— Sixty-eight  gold,  for  Council,  averaging  SIS 
and  upwards.  $12.50;  twelve  gold,  for  Aldermen,  each 
$40.  $4N0,-$173G. 

1871- Sixty-six  gold,  for  Council,  at  $16  each, 
$1056. 

1872— Sixty-eight  gold,  for  Council,  at  $16  each, 
$1088:  twelve  silver,  for  Aldermen,  at  S3  each.  $36,— 
$1124. 

1873— Seventy-five  gold,  for  Council.  $1114,  includ- 
ing seven  for  reporters,  and  four  for  Clerk,  Messen- 
ger and  their  assistants. 

I  have  taken  the  pains,  Mr.  President,  to  collect 
these  facts  and  figures,  hoping  thereby  to  induce  the 
Council  to  imitate  the  economy  of  earlier  years  and 
to  avoid  the  extravagance  of  later  years.  Even  if  I 
were  disposed  to  admit,  sir,  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  furnishing  each  member  of  this  body  with 
a  suitable  badge,  I  could  not  admit  the  necessity  of 
providing  badges  for  those  who  already  have  them; 
and  believing  that  it  is  our  manifest  duty  at  all  times 
to  incur  none  but  necessary  expenses,  and  more 
especially  so  in  a  year  like  the  present,  when  the 
pressing  and  not  to  be  avoided  needs  of  the  city  are 

freater  than  ever  before, I  appeal  to  the  old  meni- 
ers  not  to  vote  themselves  new  badges  this  year, 
and  to  the-  new  members  to  refuse  to  lend  their  aid 
to  any  expenditure  for  this  purpose.  I  hope.  Mr. 
President,  th-t  my  amendment  will  meet  with  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  members  present. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— As  one  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, I  don't  wish  the  city  to  expend  any  money  for 
me.  But  if  we  are  to  have  them,  I  should  prefer  to 
carry  a  silver  badge  to  a  gold  one.  and  I  move  to  in- 
sert the  word  "silver"  before  the  word  ;'badge." 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  have  been  through  this 
badge  question  for  the  last  three  years,  and  of  one 
thing  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  is  n't  worth  while  to 
waste  any  time  talking  about  them.  I  have  known 
the  Council  to  waste  by  talking  four  times  what  the 
badges  cost.  Why,  we  have  had  this  matter  on  the 
docket  for  six  months.  To  provide  badges  for  the 
new  members  only  is  impossible— besides  we  are  all 
new  members,  technically.  The  old  badges  have 
"1873"  on  them,  and  that  would  n't  do  for  1874.  The 
old  members  must  have  new  badges.  I  shall  be  sat- 
isfied, and  I  hope  the  Council  will  have  a  new,  plain 
badge,  without  any  year  or  name  on  it,  and  leave 
them  here  when  the  members  vacate  their  seats,  so 
that  we  may  settle  the  question  once  and  for  all. 
It  will  do  just  as  well,  "only  it  is  a  little  different 
color. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  do  n't  know  but  it  may  be 
necessary  for  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  to 
have  a  badge.  I  was  reading  the  other  day  an  ac- 
count of  a  difficulty  between  a  member  of  a  Common 
Council  and  a  policeman,  and  to  show  his  authority 
the  member  of  the  Common  Council  displayed  his 
badge.  But  it  did  n't  have  any  efiect.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  necessity  for  badges.  The  taxpayers 
sent  us  here  to  do  their  business,  and  it  is  p.epos- 
terous  for  us  to  vote  away  the  people's  money  in  that 
way.  If  all  the  gentlemen  were  to  put  their  badges 
upon  themselves,  one  would  think  they  were  all  field- 
marshals.  I  think  it  best  to  do  our  business  and  then 
retire,  as  the  old  gentleman  did  his  farming. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  say  a  single  word 
here.  I  am  one  of  the  old  members.  As  far  back  as 
1857  I  received  a  little  tin  thing,  and  kept  it 
awhile,  but  I  don't  know  where  it  is  now. 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  beginning  this  thing 
in  a  dreadfully  small  way.  We  are  going  in 
at  the  spicket,  and  before  the  year  is  over 
we  shall  go  out  at  the  hunghole.  We  begin  to  talk 
about  badges  for  members.  Is  there  no  dignity  in 
this  Council  ?  When  a  member  of  this  Council  is  in  a 
public  place,  does  be  not  desire  to  show  that  he  is 
clothed  with  some  little  authority?  Are  we  not  all 
new  members?  I  look  upon  myself  as  a  new  member 
for  this  year.  If  any  one  is  entitled  to  a  badge 
every  member  is.  I  am  in  fxvor  of  something,  so 
that  each  member,  when  called  upon  in  a  public  or 
private  position,  shall  he  able  to  show  that,  he  is  a 
member  of  this  Council,  and  the  only  way  he  can 
show  it  is  by  the  authority  of  a  badge.  When  mem- 
bers are  travelling  abroad,  as  they  are  sometimes 
necessitated  to  do  with  committees,  they  want  some- 
thing to  show  that  they  are  members  of  this  body. 
I   don't   consider   this   a   matter   of    extravagance 


at  all.  The  gentleman  has  well  said  that  w 
consume  more  time  in  talking  than  the  badges 
cost.  I  hope  this  order  will  pass  without  any 
amendment.  As  to  dictating  whether  it  shall  be 
silver  or  gold  or  tin,  I  say  let  us  leave  that  to  the 
committee.  Are  we  not  authorized  by  authority  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  vote  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  act  as  special  policemen?  That  is  the  cus- 
tomary rule.  I  don't  consider  this  expenditure  as 
amounting  to  anything.  We  undertake  to  debate 
and  oppose  a  little  matter  which  costs  a  thousand 
dollars— why  I  undertake  to  say  that  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  million  would  pass  without  any  discussion. 
That  has  been  the  history  of  the  thing  for  several  years 
past,  and  we  will  find  before  many  months  that  all 
this  picayune  business  is  in  at  the  spicket  and  out  at- 
the  hunghole. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16-1  can  see  nothing  incon- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  a  member  of  this  Council, 
either  in  his  individual  capacity  or  collectively,  in 
discussing  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  expending 
any  money,  how  small  so  ever  the  sum-  may  be.  I 
heartily  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 
that  the  expense  is  not  great,  and  that  it.  may  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  committee  which  shall  be 
appointed  to  select  these  badges  Furthermore,  the 
gentleman  has  asked  if  we  are  a  dignified  body.  I 
can  certainly  reply  that  in  any  body  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  member,  there  is  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  dignity,  and  the  slur  sought  to  be 
cast  upon  those  gentlemen  is  uncalled  for.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  leave  it  to  the  committee  to  select 
such  badges  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  whether  the 
usual  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  appoint  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  special  police  offi- 
cers has  been  nut  in. 

The  President— It  has  not. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  upon  the  table  until  the  Mayor  shall  have  appoint- 
ed the  Council  special  police  offiers. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

EKOM   THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

The  President  submitted  orders  from  the  School 
Committee  for  tin-  titling  up.of  a  room  in  the  English 
High  Schoolhonse  on  Bedford  street  to  be  used  for  in- 
struction in  drawing,  and  requesting  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  tit  up  a  suitable  room  in  tbe  Girls'  High  School 
building  on  West  Newton  street  to  he  used  for  in- 
struction in  drawing. 

Severally  referred,  oil  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward 
16,  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 

THE  BURRTLL   CLAIM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Bun-ill,  that  bis  claim  for  compensation  for 
services  in  obtaining  credits  to  the  quota  of  the  city 
in  1864  may  be  referred  to  three  disinterested  persons,. 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  to  decide  in  relation 
thereto. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13-1  hope  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  This  matter  has  been  before  this  City- 
Government  so  long,  and  last  year  was  thoroughly", 
patiently,  laboriously  and  intelligently  examined.  I 
think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  I  shall  make  that  motion,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Council  itself,  and  that  it  be  specially 
assigned  for  consideration  at  some  future  meeting. 
My  reasons  are  these:  The  printed  reports,  which 
have  cost  no  small  amount  of  money,  are  at  the 
service  of  this  Council,  and  every  new  member  can 
post  himself  from  those  reports  just  as  well  as 
if  a  new  examination  were  gone  into.  I  do  not  think 
any  new  light  or  argument  can  he  produced.  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  some  compensation  is  due 
Mr.  Burrill.  We  can  save  the  Committee  on  Claims 
a  great  deal  of  labor  by  referring  it  to  the  Council, 
and  that  will  be  the  best  way  to  settle  the  matter. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— As  all  matters  relating  to 
claims  are  referred   to   the   Committee  on  Claims  it 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  then  the  Council  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  merely  wanted  to  relieve 
myself  of  an  indigestible  load  which  I  have  had  on 
my  stomach  for  a  year.  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  anyth- 
ing from  the  Committee  on  Claims.  I  am  willing  to  go 
over  the  ground  again  if  it  is  necessary,  but  no  new 
light  can  be  shown  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  but  I  think  all  matters  relating 
to  claims  should  go  before  that  committee.  If  the 
committee  don't  see  fit  to  report  as  prayed  for,  then 
the  Council  can  do  what  they  please. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— This  brings  in  the  same  — 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 


25 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND   REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Tbactier  of  Ward  15— Petition    of    Boston 

Gas  Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  their  Commercial-street  wharf  for  a  coal  ele- 
vator. Referred  to  ^Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  Company  A 
First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  an  appropriation  for 
rent  for  new  armory.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Armories. 

ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  G.  W.  Sherman  and  others, 
for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council  at  the  last  election  in  Ward  15. 
They  have  carefully  recounted  the  original  ballots  in 
the  possession  of  the  City  Clerk,  with  the  following 
result:  William  <;.  Thacher  had  (184,  Henry  W.  Put- 
nam 537,  Henry  VV.  Fuller  5:)."..  Frederick  Bleiler  531, 
William  Meagher  1110,  .Michael  Kelly  4117,  James  M. 
Franey  433,  Albert  It.  Hopkins  334,  Pierpont  Ed- 
wards 187,  Solomon  Thomas  15,  Andrew  Marshall  15, 
John  Taggart  8,  Solomon  Sanborn  14,  H.  J.  Board- 
man  1,  William    H    Jones    1,    Charles    G.  Davis    1, 


nam,  Henry  VV.    Fuller  and   Frederick    Bleiler,   who 
now    occupy    seats   in     the     Council,    were     duly 
elected. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

THE   WATER  SUPPLT. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as  relates 
10  the  subject  of  enlarging  the  water  works,  and  to 
whom  was  also  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  last  City  Council,  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  take  and  convey 
to  and  into  and  through  the  city  the  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  Farm  Pond,  as  provided  by  chapter 
177  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872.  The  committee, 
having  considered  the  subject,  report  that 
the  examinations  which  have  been  made  by 
the  able  hydraulic  engineers  appointed  by  the 
Water  Board,  have  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
procuring  a  permanent  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  from  the  Sudbtlry-River  source.  The  future 
requirements  of  the  city  cannot  be  met  in  any  other 
way;  and  any  effort  to  avoid  expense  at  this  time  by 
resorting  to  temporary  expedients  will  only  result  in 
greatly  increased  expenses  hereafter.  The  subject 
has  been  so  fully  and  clearly  presented  in  the  message 
from  the  Mayor,  and  the  reports  of  the  Water  Board 
and  Engineers,  that  the  committee  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  enter  into  details  here;  and  they  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter 
177  of  the  acts  of   1872,  it  is  hereby, 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be  and  it  is  hereby 
directed  to  take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into  and  through 
said  city,  all  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  so  called; 
said  water  to  be  taken  at  any  point  or  points  within 
the  town  of  Framingham,  or  higher  up  on  said  river, 
and  the  water  of  Faim  Pond,  so  called,  in  said  town 
of  Framingham.  and  the  waters  which  may  flow  into 
and  from  said  river  and  pond,  and  to  take  any  water 
rights  in  or  upon  said  river  or  pond,  in  or  above  the 
town  of  Framingham  or  connected  therewith.  Said 
Cochituate  Water  Board  is  also  hereby  directed, 
as  the  agent  of  this  city,  to  take  and  hold, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise,  in  connection  with 
said  sources  of  supply,  any  lands  and  real  estate 
necessary  for  increasing  or  preserving  the  purity 
of  the  water,  or  for  laying,  building  and  main- 
taining aqueducts,  water  courses,  reservoirs, 
dams,  buildings,  machinery  and  other  structures  and 
appliances,  with  their  accessories,  for  conducting, 
elevating,  purifying,  storing,  discharging  disposing 
of  anil  distributing  water:  and  also  to  take  and  hold 
any  land  (excepting  any  in  the  town  of  Framingham 
heretofore  taken  or  purchased  by  any  railroad  com- 
pany) on  the  margin  of  said  sources  of  supply,  not 
exceeding  five  rods  in  width  from  the  high-water 
lineof, said  river,  storage  reservoirs  or  pond,  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Water 
Board,  for  the  preservation  and  purity  of  the  same, 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston;  the  expense  of  the  taking 
of  said  waters  and  lands  aforesaid  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  already  existing  therefor. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 


Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Heie  is  a  chance  to  practice 
economy;  not  on  badges,  but  on  this  order.  This 
matter  is  going  to  involve  the  city  in  at  least  eight 
or  nine  million  dollars  expense.  I  hope  that  the  or- 
der will  at  least  lie  over  and  not  take  a  second  read- 
ing tonight. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  asked  if  the  order  would  not 
lie  over  .mder  the  rule. 

The  President  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  I  move  that  it  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  consideration  two   weeks  from  to- 


report  and  order  might  be  printed. 
Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  an  extraordinary  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  order  will  be  printed,  that  the 
people  may  know  what  is  going  to  be  done.  If  it 
were  going  to  take  the  whole  Slate  of  Massachusetts 
it  couldn't  be  any  more  sweeping.  It  affects  all  the 
rights  on  Sudbury  and  Concord  rivers  and  the 
towns  between  here  and  Framingham.  The 
gentleman  says  eight  or  nine  millions— I  have 
not  any  doubt  that  it  will  amount  to  that,  and 
a  large  sum  in  addition.  There  are  eminent,  legal 
gentlemen  now  wailing  to  bring  their  suits  for  dam- 
ages the  moment,  thai  order  is  carried  out.  The  mo- 
ment the  City  of  Boston  attempts  to  take  the  terri- 
tory contemplated  in  that  order,  that  moment  there 
will  commence  lawsuits  innumerable,  and  I  might 
say  interminable.  Before  we  commence  to  do  that, 
let  every  gentleman  undertake  to  study  it  carefully  in 
all  its  bearings.  I  should  hope  that  the  matter  will 
be  delayed  long  enough  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  to 
instruct  their  leprescntatives  how  to  vote  upon  it. 
There  will  be  almost  an  unlimited  amount  of  dam- 
ages if  this  order  is  adopted.  It  has  been  said  that 
one  great  object  in  having  Charlestown  annexed  to 
the  city  of  Boston  was  that  we  might  procure  an 
abundant  supply  of  water.  That  was  the  great  argu- 
rrent.  It  was  the  salient  point;  it  was  one  that  the 
people  considered  and  acted  upon,  as  thevhad  a  right 
to  do.  Now,  we  are  told  what?  That  Mystic  water 
is  good  for  nothing— or  substantially  that.  We  are 
told  by  onr  friends  from  East  Boston  that  it  is  the 
worst  stuff  they  ever  had  and  they  don't  want  it. 
That  may  or  may  not  be  true.  In  my  reading  during 
the  last  few  months  I  have  seen  statements  of  chemi- 
cal tests  which  pronounce  Mystic  water  to  be  the  pur- 
est in  the  country.  Now  we  have  these 
contrary  reports,  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  We 
were  told  long  before  Charle-town  was  annexed  that 
there  was  an  abundant  supply  of  water  there  for  half 
a  century.  Now,  if  I  rightly  read  the  report,  of  the 
eminent  gentlemen  who  have  surveyed  that  territory, 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  supply  there.  There  is  an  un- 
truth somewhere.  It  has  been  more  than  intimated 
that  the  interests  of  Middlesex  County  controlled  a 
portion  of  that  report.  I  charge  nobody,  but  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  people  lo  facts  which  history  has 
given  upon  these  very  points.  I  hope  that  before  we 
launch  out  into  these  extraordinary  expenditures, 
the  people  who  are  our  constituents  will  have  an  op- 
pon  unity  to  con  si  del  w  hat  we  are  to  pass  upon. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  did  not  propose  to  say 
anything  tonight  on  this  question.  It  was  expected 
that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  of  the  reports 
of  the  Water  Board  here  to  give  each  member  of  the 
Council  a  copy  to  examine  at  his  leisure,  hut  the 
sickness  of  the  President  of  the  board  delayed  their 
getting  into  the  hands  of  the  printer,  so  that  there 
were  only  a  few  copies  struck  off  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  would,  however,  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that  he  has  changed  his  tune 
since  last  March.     When   the  question  came   up  then 


vember.  The  city  has  appropriated  the  money, 
but  has  not  given  the  board  the  right  to 
take  the  land  and  water.  Some  of  the  news- 
papers have,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  taken  the  matter  up,  but  they  have  not  been  on 
thegiound.     They   appear   to   know   more  about   it 


engineers  have  given  an  opposite  opinion,  but.  gentle- 
men must  remember  that  there  is  a  difference  be- 
tween civil  and  hydraulic  engineers.  I  ask  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  to  consider  this  thing  well,  and 
it  will  be  time  to  pass  judgment  when  they  shall 
have  seen  the  report.  The  whole  subject  of  Mystic 
and  Sudbury  rivers  has  been  gone  over.  The  com- 
plaint from  East  Boston  in  regard  to  the  impurity  of 
the  Myotic  is  three  or  four  years  olc.  The  Clerk  of 
the  Charlestown  Water  Board  told  me  last  summer, 
without  any  htsitiancy,  that  there  was  some  doubt 
as  to  the  quantity  that  they  would  be  able  to  sipply 
to  their  own  territory  without  taking  any  more,  and 
that  five  million  gallons  were  wasted  daily. 


JANUARY       22; 
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Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  think  it  is  folly  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  of  this  subject  tonight.  We  have 
the  report  of  the  Water  Board,  and  I  trust  every 
gentleman  in  the  City  Government  will  read  it  care- 
fully. I  hope  the  amplest  opportunity  for  discussion 
will  be  allowed.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  people  to  con- 
sider. One  thine  is  certain,  we  must  have  water  no 
matter  where  we  get  it  from.  What  is  the  use  of 
saying  anything  about  the  purity  or  impurity  of 
Mystic  water,  when  these  two  hydraulic  engineers 
say  there  is  n't  enough.  Two  years  ago  the  report  of 
the  Charlestown  Water  Board  called  for  storage 
basins,  as  the  Mystic  River  did  not  furnish  water 
enough  to  supply  Charlestown  as  fast  as  they  were 
taking  it.  There  is  no  use  talking  about  Mystic, 
when  we  must  go  to  Sudbury  River  or  Lake  Winui- 
piseogee,  or  somewhere  else  to  get  water.  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  inform  themselves  on  the  subject.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  ready  to  vote  tonight, 
but  I  am  willing  to  allow  gentlemen  time  to  inform 
themselves. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  if  tne  passage  of  this  order  will  not 
involve  the  city  in  an  expenditure  of  at  least  eight  or 
nine  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
answer  positively,  but  I  presume  it  will  involve  an 
expenditure  of  eight  or  nine  million  dollars  to  supply 
sufficient  water  for  the  next  twenty-tive  years. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  and  print  the  report 
was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary furniture  for,  and  cause  to  be  made  such  repairs 
and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  in  the  several  high, 
grammar  and  primary  school  houses;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses.  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary furniture  and  cause  to  be  made  such  repairs  and 
cleaning  as  may  be  needed  upon  the  City  Hall;  also, 
such  repairs  as  may  be  necessary  on  the  police  sta- 
tion houses  and  engine  houses,  together  with  other 
public  buildings:  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  second 
monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  authorized 
with  the  approval  of  tne  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Surveyor's  Department,  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  materials 
and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  expenses  as 
may  be  necessary  for  his  department,  from  time  to 
time  during  the  present  municipal  year;  and  also 
that  said  committee  be  authorized  to  furnish  said 
Surveyor,  by  hire  or  purchase,  a  horse  and  vehicle,  if 
they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  for  the  use  of  his  de 
partment. 

Read  ouce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7— 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  apnoint  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
special  police  officers  without  pay. 

Passed. 

BUNKER-HILL    DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  22— 

Ordered,  That  in  all  official  proceedings  and  acts  of 
the  City  Government,  the  territory  comprised  in 
Wards  20.  21  and  22  shall  be  he  reafterknown  as  the 
Bunker-Hill  District. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  don't  know  that  I  quite 
get  the  force  of  the  order.  I  suppose  that  the  legal 
name  of  the  territory  referred  to  is  Boston,  accord- 
ing to  the  legislative  act,  but  I  certainly  am  in  favor 
of  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  in  favor  of  designating  this  par- 
ticular territory  as  the  Bunker-Hiil  District.  So  far 
as  I  have  learned  from  my  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple of  that  district,  they  favor  the  name  Bu  ker-Hill 
District  rather  than  that  of  Charlestown.  There  are 
some  who  think  the  name  Bunker  Hill,  like  that 
of  the  American  eagle,  has  been  abused,  but  I  think  a 
majority  favor  the  name  Bunker-Hill  District. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  as  if  that  or 
der,  to  be  rightly  interpreted,  should  have  an  amend- 
ment to  it.  I  will  suggest  that  it  be  amended  so  that 
it  will  read  "in  all  matters  referring  to  that  district." 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Before  that  order  passes  I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  name  should  be 
changed  to  Bunker-Hill  District,  and  that  of  Charles- 
town obliterated?  I  should  object  to  losing  the  name 
©f  Charlestown.    Bunker  Hill  can  take  care  of  itself. 


Until  I  hear  a  good  reason  for  the  change  I  shall  op- 
pose tin'  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  suppose  the  reasons  are 
entirely  local  in  their  character.  I  have  tried  to  give, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ple as  I  understand  it.  I  think  the  people  of  that 
territory  in  question  would  prefer  the  name  of  Bun- 
ker-Hill District  to  that  of  Charlestown,  for  local 
reasons  which  every  gentleman  here  can  easily  com- 
prehend. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  should  like  to  ask  of 
the  legal  gentlemen  present  whether  it  can  be  called 
the  Bunker-Hill  District.  If  it  is  to  gratify  local 
pride,  and  there  is  no  legal  obstacle,  I  can't  see  any 
objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  can  only  say  that  when 
Roxbnry  was  annexed  the  name  of  the  Southern 
District  Municipal  Court  was  retained,  and  an  order 
was  passed  designating  that  territory  as  Boston  High- 
lands. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  lives  in  one  section  of  the  district  referred  to,  and 
I  am  in  another.  But  I  think  the  people  there  would 
not  have  had  a  delegation  in  this  Council  had  they 
not  thought  it  would  have  been  called  the  Bunker- 
Hill  District. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
I  think  it  very  proper  that  the  territory  should  be 
termed  the  Bunker-Hill  District.  Bunker  Hill  is 
something  that  we  all  should  know  something  about. 
There  is  but  one  Bunker  Hill  in  the  country,  but  I 
believe  we  have  a  Charlestown  in  about  every  State 
in  the  Union.  I  know  something  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  there,  and  I  have  yet  to  find  a  person 
living  there  who  wishes  to  have  it  called  Charlestown. 
Most  of  them  have  had  Charlestown  lon^  enough, 
but  none  are  tired  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  would  inquire  whether 
there  was  any  official  action  similar  to  this  proposed 
when  Roxbury  was  annexed?  It  is  questionable 
whether  it  is  competent  for  this  body  to  pass  an  or- 
der giving  a  name  to  any  particular  three  wards  of 
the  city— whether  we  ought  to  give  a  name  to  that 
district  any  more  than  to  Wards  9,  10  and  13.  My 
question  is,  whether  there  is  any  precedent  for  giv- 
ing a  name  to  anv  number  of  wards. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  I  will  state  that  when  Rox- 
bury was  annexed,  there  was  a  vote  passed  the  Coun- 
cil that  it  should  be  called  Boston  Highlands. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "government"  the  words 
"specially  applying  to,"  and  after  the  word  "twenty- 
two,"  the  word  "it."  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
order  is  amended,  it  will  be  about  right.  Having 
taken  Charlestown  and  Bunker  Hill,  we  should  be 
entitled  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  that  grand  old 
name.  It  is  the  Bunker-Hill  District  of  Bo-ton,  ard 
I  perfectly  agree  with  the  gentlemen  from  Charles- 
town who  favor  the  adoption  of  that  name.  I  don't 
see  how  anv  man  with  a  patriotic  heart  can  rise  here 
and  object,  to  giving  the  name  of  Bunker  Hill  to  that 
district.  The  glory  and  honor  should  come  with  the 
burden,  if  burden  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— So  far  as  I  know  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  of  Charlestown,  they  want  it  to 
be  called  Bunker  Hill.  After  hearing  the  speech  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  5  it  makes  one  "feel  like  sing- 
ing "The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,"  and  we  might  ad- 
journ for  that  purpose.  But.  we  will  postpone  that 
till  a  year  from  the  seventeenth  of  next  June,  which 
will  be  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  when  I  hope  to  see  the  members  of  the 
past,  the  present,  and  the  next  City  Council  of  Bos- 
ton, and  two  hundred  thousand  more,  on  Bunker 
Hill,  when  we  will  all  unite  in  singing  "The  Swrord 
of  Bunker  Hill."  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and 
that  the  people  of  the  whole  city  will  unite  in  cele- 
brating the  centennial  anniversary  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22—1  desire  to  say  just  one  word 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  there  was  a  large  number  of  people  in  the  city  of 
Charlestown  who  did  not  desire  to  be  annexed  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  I,  sir,  in  a  small  way,  was  one  of 
those.  I  was  satisfied  to  remain  in  the  city 
of  Charlestown  and  to  retain  its  name". 
Those  gentlemen  from  that  district  who  have 
spoken  were  all  members  of  the  so-called  an- 
nexation party,  I  think,  and  they  have  undoubtedly 
expressed  the  views  of  very  many  of  the  citizens 
there.  For  myself,  personally,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  I  am  also  in  favor  of  the  name  of  Bunker- 
Hill  District,  and  of  adopting  that  name.  But  many 
of  those  who  were  known  as  anti-annexationists  still 
adhere  to  the  name  of  Charlestown.  and  still  desire 
to  retain  it.  Simply  that  I  may  be  placed  clear  upon 
the  record,  and  that  those  who  have  worked  with  me, 
and  I  with  them,  against  annexation,  may  not  ask 
me  why  I  did  not  raise  an  objection  against  the  order. 
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Mr.  West  of  Ward  16-1  did  not  know  that  I  was 
going  to  stir  up  such  a  breeze.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  name  Bunker  Hill;  you  cannot  take  that  away 
from  us.  The  objection  I  have  is  that  we  shall  lose 
the  name  of  Chariestown.  It  is  a  good  old  name.  I 
prefer  the  names  Chariestown,  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton. We  ought  to  preserve  those  good  old  names. 
Bunker  Hill  will  take  care  of  itself  without  any  sug- 
gestions of  patriotism  here."  I  do  not  know  what 
reason  they  have  for  wanting  to  lose  the  name  of 
Chariestown.  If  I  lived  there  I  should  want  to  pre- 
serve the  name  of  Chariestown,  and  have  both  that 
and   Bunker  Hill. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  ill— chariestown  has  been 
courting  for  some  time  and  got  married  last,  fall,  and 
I  think  she  wantslto  change  her  name.  She  has  a 
great  many  children:  she  has  had  several  tpwns  set 
off  from  her  original  territory,  and  we  prooose  to 
change  the  name.  Now  in  regard  to  the  members  of 
this  branch  from  that  district— not  one  of  them  was 
born  there,  but  we  have  all  lived  there  many  years 
and  we  have  all  gathered  as  near  Bunker  Hill  as  pos- 
sible. Chariestown  has  been  absorbed  into  Boston, 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  there  wish  to  have  the  name  changed. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Shaw  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Hicks. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— I  would  suggest  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  leaves  the 
order  worse  than  it  was  originally.  It  limits  the  order 
to  "matters  specially  relating  to  that  district."  I 
think  it  should  relate  to  all  matters  in  general  in 
which  that  district  is  mentioned.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  amendment,  so  that  the  order  will 
stand  as  it.  was  originally. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  permission  to  say  a  few 
words  if  the  President  will  allow  me. 

The  President— The  Chair  cannot  allow  the  gentle- 
man to  speak.  He  must  receive  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Council. 

Unanimous  permission  was  given  to  Mr.  Shaw  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  shall  always  give  way  to 
my  legal  friend  from  Ward  (i,  because  he  is  the'rep- 
reseiitative  of  the  gentleman  who  was  here  before 
him  from  that  ward.  But.  1  shall  nevertheless  defend 
the  amendment.  I  want  to  confine  the  order  where 
it  is  intended  by  the  mover— to  Wards  20,  21  and  22. 
The  amendment  makes  it.  distinct  and  clear,  notwith- 
standing the  legal  acumen  of  my  friend.  It  puts  the 
order  in  the  right  shape,  and  without  .the  amend- 
ment it  does  n't  properly  apply  and  can't  be  proper- 
ly interpreted.  But  as  it  now  reads  it  certainly 
applies  to  that  district  and  none  other.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass  as  amended. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  order  now  reads  "That  in  all 
official  proceedings  ami  acts  of  the  City  Government 


specially 
Wards  2(1, 


the  Bunker-Hill  District."  My  objection  is  that  in 
acts  not  specially  applying  to  those  wards,— and  there 
are  many  acts  of  course  that  apply  not  specially  to 
those  wards,  but  to  the  whole  city,  the  order  would 
not  require  the  territory  to  be  so  called.  I  move  that 
the  order  be  amended  by  restoring  it  to  the  original 
language. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 22  for,  23 
against. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
liable  to  make  some  mistake,  and  I  move  that  the 
order  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4 — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Building- 
be  authorized  to  place  proper  fences  or  guards  on  the 
roofs  of  the  <  'it v  Hall  and  Court  House" so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  falling  of  snow  and  ice  therefrom;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Buildings. 

Read  once. 

THE   GARDEN  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  territory  now  known  as  Ward  19 

of  Boston,  in  all  official  acts  relating  to  that  district, 

be  designated  as  the  Cardoii  District. 
Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Although  I  have  offered  that 

order.  I  shall  not  advocate  its  passage.     I   believe  in 

the  name  of  Brighton  as  I  do  in  Chariestown,  but  if 


we  are  going  to  have  a  new  deal  let  us  have  one  all 
round.  I  hope  somebody  will  advocate  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Warp  9— As  legal  points  in  naming 
the  Chariestown  district  Bunker  Hill  were  raised,  and 
aB  by  the  new  rules  we  have  a  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary to  whom  all  legal  questions  are  to  be  referred, 
I  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  object  to  the  refer- 
ence, but  I  only  wain  to  suggest  Unit  there  is  no  legal 
force  in  either  of  these  orders.  Whatever  we  may 
say  or  pass  herewith  regard  to  the  Bunker  Hill  or 
Brighton  districts  will  have  no  legal  force.  Now,  let 
my  friend  from  Ward  6  bring  hie  legal  acumen  to 
bear  upon  that.  We  cannot  make  a  law  nor 
can  we  pass  any  act  which,  in  itself,  shall 
apply  to  that  district  as  a  district.  Such  a 
thing  never  has  been  done  here.  I  don't  object  to 
the  reference,  but.  I  will  say  to  my  worthy  friends 
here  that  they  may  change  the  name— they  may 
knock  it  about  as  they  please,  but  as  Tom  Moore 
says— 

•'You  may  break,  you  may  shatter  the  vase  if  you  will. 
But  the  scent  of  the  ruses  will  hang  round  it  still." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  an  amendment  so 
that,  it,  shall  be  called  the  "Vegetable  Garden  Dis- 
trict." 

The  President -The  gentleman's  amendment  is  not 
in  order  at  this  time,  The  question  is  on  the  motion 
to  refer,  which  lakes  precedence. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  this 
orcter  is'  not,  offered  in  good  faith,  and  I  therefore 
move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  acted  in  good  faith.  I  was 
requested  to  offer  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  shall  advocate  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  therefore  with- 
draw the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 

SDFFOLK-STKEET   DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  <  'ommittee  on  the 
Northampton  street  District,  be  authorized  to  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  in  relation  to  the  Suffolk-street 
District,  which  were  conferred  on  the  committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  said  district  for  the  year  1873. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  that  the  order  might  pass. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
give  some  reason  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— The  only  reason  is  that 
there  is  some  unfinished  business  to  come  before  the 
committee— there  are  two  or  three  claims  to  be  closed 
up— and  by  putting  the  order  through  tonight  those 
claims  can  be  acted  upon  by  tne  committee  at  the 
next  meeting;  otherwise  the  business  may  have  to 
lie  over  three  or  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  inquired  what  were  the 
powers  referred  to  in  the  order. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  the  question  of  suspending  of 
the  rules,  but  a  quorum  not  voting,  the  President 
called  attention  to  the  rule  requiring  all  members 
present  to  vote 

Mr.  Noyes — If  there  is  any  objection  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  President  riil- d  that  the  motion  could  not  he 
withdrawn  after  a  vote  had  been  taken. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  by  a  ris- 
ing vote— 1  for,  56  against. 

FIRE  C05IMISSIONERS'   REPORTS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  that  the  first  report 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  taken  from  file  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  A  great  many  people  had  been 
asking  what  the  commissioners  have  been  doing,  and 
the  public  wanted  to  see  the  report. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— The  report  is  a  simple  rec- 
ord of  the  fires  of  the  previous  month.  It  contains 
no  recommendation,  and  I  can  see  no  necessity  for 
printing  it.  It  contains  nothing  of  public  interest, 
and  is  not  worth  printing. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— My  object  was  to  have 
the  report  brought  out  so  that  people  could  see  it. 
There  have  been  many  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  Fire  Commissioners;  this  is  said  to  be 
the  second  report,  and  people  desire  to  see  the  first 
one. 

.  The  motion  to  take  the  report  from  the  files  was 
lost  by  a  rising  vote,  5  for,  41  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    23,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  mo  him'  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  31.  today,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police— Daniel  W.  Tyler,  Temporary  Home 
Chardon  street;  B.  C.  Hazelton,  Lurliue  Hall  and  its 
vicinity;  George  W.  Wheeler,  Tremont  Temple  and 
its  vicinity  ;  Richard  Purely.  Campbell  A  Brooks's  ship- 
yard. East  Boston;  Patrick  C.  Ryan,  52  High  street 
and  vicinity. 

Weighers  of  Coal— William  T.  Gardner,  George  B. 
Lewis. 

Undertaker— Samuel  A.  Anger. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing  members  of  the  Common  Council  special 
police  without  pay. 

The  appointments  were  severally  confirmed. 

HARBOK  ASSESSMENTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmitting,  as  part  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  the  papers  relating  to 
an  assessment  made  upon  that  citv  by  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  on  account  of 
tide  water  displaced  by  the  filling  of  fiats  in  Prison 
Point  Bay.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Har- 
bors. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Comjnittet  on  Paving.  AuneR.  Ripley,  to  be 
relieved  from  the  surface  water  which  'flows  on  her 
estate  on  Harvard  street.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Commitht  on  11  tilth  on  the  Part  of  the  Boarrl. 
James  A.  Lappen  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  in  rear  of  11)0  H  street. 

Albert  Batchelder  et  al.,  remonstrance  against,  erec- 
tion of  stable  by  Mr.  Howe  at  7S7  Shawmut  avenue. 

C.  Menslage,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Second  street,  corner  of  B  street. 

S.  S.  Riddell,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  font- 
horses  on  the  corner  of  Elm  street  and  Roanoke  ave- 
nue, Jamaica  Plain. 

William  H.  Bennett,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Shawmut  avenue,  rear  of  787. 

Joshua  Benson,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  ten 
horses  on  Ward  street,  rear  of  No.  15. 

Hiram  Johnson,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Vernon  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue. 

Michael  F.  Green,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Walden  place. 

John  Thomas,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Eustis  street.  No.  235. 

To  the  Committei.  on  Police  Harding,  Gray  &  Dewey 
et  al.,  to  be  heard  on  thb  order  for  removal  of  pro- 
jecting signs. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  finilclinqs.  Board  of 
Health,  request  for  additional  office  room. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bartlett, 
that  the  cityuse  his  method  for  lighting  street  lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Trustees  of 
Boston  College,  for  modification  of  conditions  of  sale 
of  their  estate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries.  Patrick  Tracey 
et.  al.,  for  leave  to  establish  a  cemetery  in   Ward   17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Joseph  A.  Willis  ,-t 
al.,  remonstrance  against  the  exhibitions  held  by 
Mrs.  Stoddard  and  her  son  on  Sunday  evenings, 
without  a  license. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  M.  Way.  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  sewer  m  Copeland  street. 

To  the  Committei  on  Claims.  James  A.  Kemp,  to  be 
paid  for  damages  caused  by  non-fulfilment  of  a  con- 
tract. 

To  the  Joint  Commute,  on  streets.  Joseph  Gahm, 
that  the  line  of  Main  street,  Charlestown,  may  be 
defined. 

Old  Colony  Railroad,  lessees  of  Union  Freight 
Railroad,  and  William  B.  Stearns,  president  Fitch- 
burg  Railroad,  that  the  City  Government  will  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  make  equitable  charges  for 
facilities  that  railroads  may  receive  in  case  Atlantic 
avenue  should  be  widened  for  mercantile  purposes. 
according  to  the  petition  of  A.  H.  Rice  and  others, 
now  pending  before  the  Sheet  ( 'ommissioners. 

Joshua  Stone  et  al.,  that  the  City  Government  will 
petition  the  Legislature  for  power  to  make  equitable 
charges  for  wagon  stands  on  Atlantic  avenue,  in  case 
it  should  be  widened  for  market  purposes,  according 
to  the  petition  of  C.  H.  Adams  and  other  dealers  in 
provisions  in  and  around  Faneuil  Hall  and  ljuiucy 
markets,  now  pending  before  the  Street  Commission- 

REPORTS   OF  CITY   OFFICERS 

were  submitted  as  follows: 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  The  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking   Funds  for   the  re- 


demption of  the  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston  pre- 
sented their  sixth  semi-annual  report  (City  Document 
No.  15),  for  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1873. 
The  gross  funded  debt,  December  31,  1873, 

was $35,  ISC. 395  7 1 

The  gross  funded  debt,  June  30, 1873,  was..   30,543.616  80 

Increase  of  the  gross  funded  debt  during  the 

six  months  ending  December  31,1873 $4,942. 77x  si 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds,  De- 
cember 31, 1873,  was $13,213.4!!  I  17 

The  total  amount  of  the   redemption  funds, 

June  30, 1873,  was 12,710,304  18 

Increase  of  the  redemption  funds  during 
the  six  nionihs  ending  December  31, 1873. 
was $503,189  99 

Net  debt  December  31, 1873 . .  .$22,272,901  54 

Net  debt  J  une  30, 1873. 17,833,312  62 

Increase  of  the    net  debt   (luring   the   six 

months  ending  December  31, 1X73 $4,439.5x8  92 

The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  maturity 
and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds,  dur- 
ing the  six  months $210,397  74 

The  various  funds  are  shown  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 

General  Debt.  Sinning  Fund $10,438,255  (it; 

water  Petit.  Sinking  Fund 1,302,934  n7 

Consolidated    street    Improvement    Loan. 

Sinking  Fund 525.279  63 

I-.ngli-h  lligli  and    I. aim  N-hoolhouse  Lot. 

Sinking  Fund 17,262  60 

(  oltmilnls  avenue,   sinking  Fund 10.124  9(1 

Revenue  Fund 501  35 

Appropriation  ana  Revenue  Fund,  1x71-72.  147,825  29 

"                  •'             '•                "         1872-73.  219,175   17 

Suffolk  Street  District,  Sinking  Fund 120.655  (II 

Revenue  Fund  ....  1,730  85 

Kingston  Street  Y\  id-ning.  sinking  Fund..  20.549  31 

Revenue  Fund.  6,461  86 

Scollav's  Building,  Sinking  Fund 13.228  57 

Revenue  Fund 1,193  46 

Shawmut  Avenue  Extension,  sinking  Fund  21,3X7  17 

Revenue  Fund  13,971)  ui 

Congress  Street  Widening.  Sinking  Fund..  1,454  22 

"              "          Revenue  Fund.  406  UU 

Harrison  Avenue  Extension,  sinking  Fund  21,125  95 

"                  "         Revenue  Fund  1.295  90 

(,ramiuar  schoolhouse,   L  street.    Sinking 

Fund 5.517  55 

Widening  and  Grading   Dudley  and  other 

streets,  Sinking  Fund 10.422  04 

Widening  and  Grading  Dudley  and  other 

streets.  Revenue  Fund 6,195  21 

Federal  Street    Bridge    Widening,  sinking 

Fund :....  .5,405  19 

Back  Uav  Bridges.  Sinking  Fund 5,884  15 

Kneeland  Street  Widening,  Sinking  Fund..  4,62165 

Revenue  Fund.  2,442  44 

Devonshire  Sire"!  Extension,  sinking  Fund  15,025  32 

Revenue  Fund  92  50 

South  Market  Street    Extension,  Sinking 

Fund 8,613  00 

S0111I1  Markei    street    Extension,   Revenue 

Fund 1.889  84 

Appleton  Street  Extension.  Sinking  Fund.  3,083  73 

Warren  street  Widening,  sinking  Fund....  3,542  73 

Revenue  Fund..  89  50 
Additional  land.  Public  Library,  Sinking 

Fund 4,315  65 

Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Aihert'Ki   District, 

Sinking  Fund 3,000  00 

Smallpox  llo-pital.  Sinking  Fund 6,000  00 

Grammar    Schoolhouse,    Dudlei     District, 

Sinking  Fund 5,547  55 

Ma!  her    Sehoohioiise,    Ward    16,    Sinking 

Fund 4,11165 

'Washington    Street     Extension,     Sinking 

Fund 46,256  05 

Burnt    District,   Sterling     Loan,  Sinking 

Fund 154,226  27 

Burnt    District,    Sterling    Loan,    Revenue 

Fund 2,063  55 

$13,213,494  17 
Hie  Debt.  ===== 

Total  Funded  Debt.  .June  30,1X73 $30,543.6111  xii 

Increase  since a     5,153,1 76  65 

$35,69(1,79:;  15 
Paid  from  General  Debt    Sinking 

Fund :$105,50OO0 

Paid  ftoin  Con.  St.  Imp.  Fund  ...     40.897  74 

Raid  from  Revenue  Funds 64,000  Osl 

210,397  74 

Gross  Funded  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1873 $35,486,395  i  1 

Less  Redemption  Funds 13,213,494  1 7 

Net  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1873 $22,272,901  54 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,       "1 

F.  U.  Tracy, 

Alfred  T.  Turner.  |   Commissioners 

John  T.  Clark,         }         on  the 

William  H.  West,    I  Sinking  Funds. 

Newton  Talbot. 

John  O.  Poor,  J 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


Commissioner  of  Charles  Biverand  Warren  Bridge*; 
Since  the  last  annual  report  the  reconstruction  and 
the  extensive  repairs  on  Warren  Bridge  have  been 
completed,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  small  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  an  accident  to  the  draw  pier,  no 
expenditure  lias  been  required  upon  this  bridge  wor- 
thy of  notice.  It  is  now  in  a  very  good  condition 
except  thai  portion  between  the  draw  and  the  abut- 
ment on  the  Boston  Bide.  The  piling  part  of  the 
bridge  is  too  slight,  and  requires  some  truss-work  iu 
the  wide  bay  near  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Depot, 
with  some  new  girders  strengthened  by  bolts.  The 
great  amount  of  travel  over  this  bridge  renders  it 
necessary  that  all  parts  should  be  substantial  and 
firm.  The  draw  and  all  its  appurtenances  are  in  ex- 
cellent working  order.  The  result  of  the  applica- 
tion of  steam  to  open  the  draw  and  assist  vessels  in 
passing  through,  fully  sustains  the  anticipations  of 
the  commissioner  in  his  last  annual  report.  No  ac- 
cident has  occurred  in  connection  with  it,  and  its  op- 
eration has  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  By  an  ar- 
rangement with  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Young,  the 
lesees  of  the  lobster  house  on  the  drawbridge,  all  the 
steam  for  the  engine  is  supplied  from  their  boiler.and 
as  the  superintendent  of  the  bridge  acts  as  the  en- 
gineer, the  expense  of  steam  as  compared  with  horse- 
power is  only  about  two-thirds.  The  engine  is  of 
eight-horse  power,  and  lias  a  boiler  which  can  be  used 
if  necessary,  but  during  the  past  year  there  has  been 
no  call  for  its  use.  The  draw  was  opened  7024  times 
during  the  year  for  the  passage  of  vessels  through, 
or  700  less  than  the  previous  year.  In  consequence 
of  the  extraordinary  expenditures  on  Warren  Bridge 
in  1872,  the  commissioner  did  not  deem  it.  advisable 
to  make  the  extensive  repairs  required  on  Charles- 
River  Bridge  during  1873,  and  therefore  did  nor.  ask 
for  any  appropriation  for  this  purpose.  It  will  be 
necessary,  however,  during  the  present  year  to  put, 
Charles  River  Bridge  in  thorough  order.  The  Dulk- 
heads  are  badly  decayed,  and  with  the  fence  require 
entire  renewal.  The  lumber  for  the  fence  is  on  hand. 
The  roadway  is  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  the 
present  cobble  stone  pavement  ought  to  be.  supersed- 
ed by  granite  blocks,  which  have  been  used  on  War- 
ren Bridge  with  good  results.  The  sidewalks  also 
need  to  be  repaved,  the  edgestoncs  reset  and  the  gas 
pipes  renewed.  The  west  pier  requires  new  capping, 
flooring,  plank  and  other  repairs.  The  machinery  of 
the  draw  will  also  require  some  repairs,  although  by 
care  and  good  management  it  has  been  in 
good  working  order  during  the  past  year. 
No  accident  has  occurred  to  cause  any  de- 
lay tq  either  >  the  travel  or  navigation.  The 
draw  of  this  bridge  was  opened  9300  times  during  the 
past  year,  or  904  less  than  the  previous  year.  This 
decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  passing  through 
the  draws  of  these  bridges  is  due  partly  to  the  large 
amount  of  heavy  freight  landed  during  the  past  year 
for  the  Lowell  Railroad  Company  at  their  wharf  on 
the  Mystic  River,  near  the  Chelsea  Bridge  imtead  of 
being  landed,  as  formerly, at  their  wharves  above  the 
bridges,  and  partly  from  the  introduction  of  coal 
vessels  of  larger  capacity  than  formerly.  There  has 
also  been  quite  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  lumber- 
laden  vessels  and  other  smaller  craft  passing  up  the 
river  during  the  past  season,  as  compared  with  pre- 
vious years.  The  amount  appropriated  for  the  finan- 
cial year  for  these  bridges  was  >-7ooo;  amount  ex- 
pended, $4033  S3:  balance,  $2966  17. 

The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

-TAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $1767  15  was  received  from  the 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  (  'minty  for  expenses  of  the  County 
Jail  for  the  month  of  January,  which,  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  was  ordered  paid. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Abraham  M.  Leavitt,  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  constables,  being  presented  duly 
cert  i tied,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Preamble  and  order  to  pay  the  following  persons 
for  land  taken  to  lay  out  a  highway  in  the  town  of 
Revere,  by  Middlesex  Commissioners,  Januarv  2, 
1N72:  J.  II.  Ricker,  sioo.  William  O.  Hall,  $100,  tim- 
othy Wilson,  $25.     Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  J.  H.  Pearson  $18,157,  for 
Broad  street,  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Zabdiel  B.  Adams 
$3063  75,  for  Pearl-street  damages.     Passed. 

PAPEBS  PROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Charles  Burrill,  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  Company  A,  First  Battalion.  Sever- 
ally referred  in  concurrence. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  that  a  room 
be  provided  in  the  High  Schoolhonse,  Bedford  street, 
for 'models  and  for  instruction  in  drawing:  also  that 
a  room  be  provided  in  the  Ciiis'  High  Schoolhonse 
for  instruction  in  drawing.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public   Instruction. 


Report  of  ['"ire  Commissioners  for  December,  1873. 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  provide  furniture,  repairs  and  cleaning 
for  High,  Grammar  and  Primary  schoolhouses  dur- 
ing this  municipal  year. 

Passed. 

Order  to  provide  furniture,  repairs  and  cleaning 
for  the  City  Hall,  the  engine  houses  and  police  sta- 
tions during  this  year. 

Passed. 

REPORTS   OP  COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Police, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  nominations  of  Oliver 
Ayers,  Benjamin  Williams, William  II.  Brown,  Orison 
Little,  Henry  Pore  and  Joseph  B.  Colton  as  police  of 
ficersof  the  city,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
that  the  same  be  confirmed.  Reported  accepted  and 
nominal  ions  confirmed. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Matilda  A. 
Dawson  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Alpine 
street.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Pavine, 
to  whom  were  referred  various  petitions,  submitted 
reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
orders: 

Whereas,  By  an  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, Nov.  10,  1873,  Daniel  Goodnow  was  directed 
to  remove  the  bay  window  elected  contrary  to  law  iu 
front  of  his  estate  on  West  Brookline  street;  and. 
whereas,  said  Goodnow  has  neglected  to  remove  said 
bay  window,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  is 
herebv  directed  to  prosecute  Daniel  Goodnow  for 
maintaining  a  bay  window  extending  over  the  line 
of  the  street  m  front  of  his  estate  on  West  Brookline 
street,  near  Tremont  street,  after  due  notice  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  remove  the  same. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of  Al- 
ban  street,  between  Welles  avenue1  and  Ashmont 
street.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  August,  11,  1873,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Argyll'  street  between  Dorchester  and  Welles  avenues. 
Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  dated  August  11,  1873,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Welles  avenue  between  Washington  and  Argyle 
streets.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Feb.  1,  1872,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  licenses  be  granted  upon  the  usual 
condition  to  the  following-named  parties  to  maintain 
and  use  hoisting  beams  over  the  sidewalks  in  the 
locations  herein  named  :  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, Village  and  Lucas  streets:  ,j.  H.  Avers,  Sbaw- 
mut  avenue:  W .  F.  Badger,  61  and  63  Wan-ham 
street:  M.  Burr,  186  Endieott  street;  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company,  Lehigh  street;  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,  Broadway  Extension; 
Brown  &  Cahoon,  75  North  Market  street;  James 
Brown,  37  North  Market  street;  Bryant  &  Company, 
30  Clinton  street ;  Frank  Campbell,  A  street,  near 
Second  street;  Cowen  it  Chessman,  205  Commercial 
street;  Uriel  Crocker,  Chardon  street;  John  C.  Dal- 
ton,  Jr.,  Fruit  street;  Denny,  Rice  &  Company,  14 
Hamilton  street;  Daniel  Doherty,  101  and  103  Bever- 
ly street;  Barney  Doherty  .V  Son,  34  Medford  street; 
Douglass  &  Graves,  73  East  Dedham  street;  Moses 
Fairbanks  &  Company,  12  North  Anderson  street; 
Fenno,  Son  <fc  Company,  235  Broad  street;  J.  F.Gault 
&  Company,  43  Way  street,  cilmaneo  Company,  14 
Fruit  street:  Edward  Clninaii,  sou  Ilan  ison  avenue; 
Garrison  &  Rodliff,  36  India  street;  J.  T.  &  N.  Glines, 
2  Haymarket  square:  Goulaiid.  Smith  &  Company. 
220  Friend  street;  Harding,  Gray  A>  Dewey,  Congress 
street,  corner  Chanuing;  Alfred  A.  Hall,  18  and  20 
Pie lmont  street;  Hamlin  ,t  Ab  Bride.  26  Purchase 
street;  Hayden,  Cuardcnier  .V  Company,  Well  street; 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  Shawmut  ave- 
nue; James  R.  Hicks,  59  Beverly  street;  Hill  & 
Wright,  Sumner  and  .Jeffries  streets,  East  Boston; 
Hilton,  Weston  &  Co.,  101  Broad  street;  A.  C.  Hop- 
kins &  Co.,  21  and  23  Wareham  street;  Jennings  <fc 
Noyes,  138  Beach  street;  Daniel  Kelly,  12  Hawkins 
street;  Knowles  &  Leland,  140  Harrison  avenue; 
Horace  Manning,  22  Palmer  street;  Charles  R.  Mc- 
Lean, 100  Lewis  street,  East  Boston;  Morse,  Denny 
&  Co.,  18  Custom  House  street;  George  II.  Moseley, 
Brookline,  corner  Albany  street;  J.  A.  Murray,  9 
Irving  street;  J.  W.  Neal,  Third,  between  A  and  B 
streets;  Nichols,  Parker  &,  Dupee,  85  Broad  street; 
Proud  Brothers.  137  Border  street;  Purcell  &  Fowle, 
Everett  street,  East  Boston;  Sheppard  Robbins,  306 
Tremont  street;  John  It.ee,  77  Sudbury  street;  Rich- 
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ardson  ifc  Young,  23  and  25  Beverly  street;  J.  S.  Sar- 
gent, Paul  street;  Levi  W.  Sbaw,  43  and  45  Way 
street;  W.  W.  Smith,  196  Portland  street;  Howard 
Snelling  &  Co.,  Albany,  opposite  Canton  street; 
Soule  &  tumid,  3ii  India  street;  A.  Towle  &  Co.,  363 
Charles  street;  Vincent,  Hathaway  &  Co.,  66  East 
Canton  street;  Wiggin  &  Kobinson,  391  Commercial 
street. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following: 

The  Coiumitlee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  removal  of  the  side- 
walk on  the  westerly  side  of  Tremont  street,  adjoin- 
ing the  Common,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  public 
convenience  that  a  temporary  plank  walk  should  be 
provided  on  the  mall  between  Park  street  and  Boyl- 
ston  street.  The  present  appropriation  for  this  de- 
partment would  be  insufficient  to  cover  the  expense 
of  providing  such  a  walk  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
expenses  which  will  be  increased  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  financial  year,  and  if  the  work  is  per- 
formed it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  special  appro- 
priation f»r  the  purpose.  It  appears  from  proposals 
which  have  been  received  that  the  cost  of  putting 
down  two  walks,  each  four  planks  wide,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  hundred  feet  will  amount  to  seven 
Hundred  and  sixty  dollars;  and  the  committee  would 
respectfully  request  an  appropriation  of  that  sum. 
For  the  Committee. 

John  T.  Clark, 

Chairman. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting  the  ap- 
plications of  Charles  J.  McCarty,  for  transfer  of  hack 
license;  Harris  &  Levy,  for  junk  dealer's  license  at 
37  Church  street;  Scannell  &  Fillers,  to  deal  in  sec- 
ond-hand articles  at  297  Commercial  street;  C  M. 
Charter,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  Monument  Hall, 
Charlestown,  January  27-21);  A.  W.  Baker,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  5  Bow  street,  Charlestowu;  George 
W.  Col  bath,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  449  Bunker 
Hill  street;  James  Walker,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at 
National  House,  Charlestown;  R.  Aylward  et  al.,  for 
transfer  of  wagon  licenses;  II.  L.  White,  for  wagon 
stand  on  Indiana  place  and  Shawmut  avenue;  John 
T.  Harrington,  to  give  musical  exhibition  at  Matta- 
pan  Hall,  South  Boston,  February  17;  Theodore 
Thomas,  for  leave  to  give  concerts  at  Music  Hall, 
January  29-31 ;  Charles  Morton,  143  Atlantic  avenue, 
for  victualler's  license;  George  A.  Ayer,  2  Bowaoiu 
square,  for  innholder's  license.    Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  in  whose  charge 
has  been  placed  the  property  belonging  to  the  city, 
known  as  the  '•Swett-street  Hospital  lot  and  wharf," 
respectfully  represent  that  in  their  judgment  to  prop- 
erly improve  said  property  and  make  it  available, 
either  for  sale  or  to  lease,  for  wharf  or  other  purposes, 
it  is  desirable  that  Swett  street  be  laid  out  at  once  as 
a  public  way  from  Albany  street  and  extended  to 
Dorchester  street. 

For  the  Committee.  Hiram  Emery, 

Chairman. 

Referred  to  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 
W.  Carter,  reported  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  cancel  the  lease  of  Thomas  W.  Carter, 
upon  his  paying  the  amount  due  the  city  January  1, 
1874. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
directed  to  lease  the  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street  op- 
posite the  City  Hospital,  and  containing  37,027  square 
feet,  together  with  the  buildings  thereon  standing, 
to  Thomas  W.  Carter,  for  a  term  of  eight  years  from 
January  1,  1874,  and  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly.  It  being  understood  that  the  city  reserves 
the  right  to  cancel  said  lease  at  any  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  six  years,  by  giving  one  year's  notice 
thereof,  and  that  permission  be  given  said  Carter  to 
enlarge  and  extend  the  building  which  was  partially 
destroyed  by  fire,  upon  condition  that  the  value  of 
said  building,  when  completed,  shall  not  be  less  than 
5ve  thousand  dollars,  and  that  he  keeps  the  same  in- 
sured in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  in 
case  of  loss  to  the  city  of  Bosion,  and  at  such  office 
as  shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands. 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval  of 
the  Commit  tee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the  Ja- 
maica Plain  Gas  Light  Company  for  gas  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  section  of  the  city  upon  the  same 
conditions  as  the  contracts  now  existing  with  other 
companies,  the  price  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet. 


Read  once. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  apnroval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps,  during  the  municipal  year 
1874,  to  contract  for  and  purchase  the  lamp  posts, 
brackets,  burners,  tips,  cocks,  lanterns  and  such 
other  articles  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  car- 
rying on  of  the  Lamp  Department;  the  cost  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Company  for  gas  for  lighting  the 
streets  in  that  section  of  the  city  upon  the  same  con- 
ditions as  the  contract  now  existing  with  other  com- 
panies; the  price  not  to  exceed  $2  50  per  thousand 
cubic  feet. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such  re- 
pairs and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
on  the  Court  House  and  Probate  Building,  also  to  the 
Municipal  Court  rooms  at  the  Highlands  and  in  the 
Dorchester  District,  provided  such  repairs  and  al- 
terations shall  not  ex'.eed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  during  the  municipal  year;  the  expense  there- 
for to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture  for 
the  Court  House  and  Probate  Building:  also  for  the 
Municipal  Court  rooms  in  the  Highlands  and  in  the 
Dorchester  District;  the  expense  therefore  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build 
ings  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  provide 
the  necessary  snow  guards  for  the  roof  of  the  Court 
House,  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  cause  such  repairs  and  alterations 
to  be  made  as  may  be  required  upon  the  county  jail 
during  the  municipal  year,  provided  such  repairs  and 
alterations  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  who  were  requested  to  report  new  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  ot  said  hall,  reported 
the  subjoined  rules  for  adoption.  The  committee 
think  that  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  balls  and  fairs 
should  be  discontinued  by  the  Board  except  for  very 
peculiar  or  extraordinary  occasions,  as  such  use  is 
manifestly  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  hall 
was  granted  to  the  city. 

1.  Whenever  the  hall  shall  be  used  for  the  hold- 
ing of  any  meeting,  on  a  petition  signed  by  fifty  legal 
voters,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
hall,  the  following  prices  in  advance:  For  opening  and 
closing  the  hall  a  day,  for  a  convention  or  for  politi- 
cal meetings,  twenty  dollars;  for  opening  and  closing 
the  hall  in  the  evening,  for  political  or  othor  meet- 
ings, including  lighting  and  warming,  twenty-five 
dollars;  for  a  dinner  by  day  cr  in  the 'evening,  fifty 
dollars. 

2.  No  decorations  shall  be  made  in  said  hall,  with- 
out a  special  order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

3.  The  police  attending  any  meeting  in  said  hall 
shall  be  detailed  from  those  aopointed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  expense  of  the  same  shall  be 
defrayed  by  the  applicants. 

4.  The  applicants  shall  be  answerable,  jointly  and 
severally,  for  all  damages  done  to  the  hall  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  same. 

5.  Where  decorations  of  any  kind  are  used  the 
same  shall  be  put  up  without  the  use  of  nails  or 
screws. 

6.  The  superintendent  shall  pay,  quarterly,  to  the 
City  Treasurer,  a'l  moneys  received  by  him  for  the 
use  of  the  hall,  first  deducting  therefrom  the  amounts 
expended  by  him  for  cleaning,  gas,  etc.,  for  which 
vouchers  shall  be  exhibited. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions adopted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks- 
Ordered,  That,  the  Committee   on   Ordinances  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  giving  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on   the  Survey  and  Inspection    of  Build- 
iugs  full  power  to  decide  upon  all   questions  referred 
to  it  by  the  City  Council,  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  chief -of  Police,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Police,  be  authorized  to 
purchase  such  supplies  and  furniture  as  may  be  re- 
quired; also  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  furni- 
ture and  healing  apparatus   during  the  present  year; 
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the  cxpeii: 

Police. 

Passed. 


to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 


Alderman  Worthington,  from  I  he  Committee  on 
Health,  submitted  reports  as  follows:  In  favor  of 
granting  petition  of  James  L.  Miller  and  J.  II.  Wig- 
glcsworth,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Butland, 
for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable.    Accepted. 

THE  STABLE   OP  HEIRS  OF  WILLIAM  BEIGHAM. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  Health,  on  the  petition  of  J.  M. 
Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  riding-school  stable  for 
sixty  four  horses,  on  rear  of  1043  Washington  street. 
The  Committee  being  unable  to  agree,  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  full  Board  for  their  considera- 
tion 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw.  This  petition  has 
been  before  this  Hoard  two  or  three  times,  and  if  I 
remember  rightly  the  location  of  the  proposed  stable 
is  in  the  rear  of  101:;  Washington  street.  It  is  be- 
tween Groton  and  Washington  streets,  Medford 
court,  Shawmut  avenue  and  firings  place.  The  pe- 
titioners propose  to  put.  a  stable  in  there  four  stories 
high,  which  will  occupy  most  of  the  interior  of  this 
square.  In  the  second  and  tnird  stories  tnere  is  to 
be  a  riding  school,  and  the  upper  story  and  the 
basement  are  to  be  used  for  storage  purposes.  If  we 
grant  this  petition,  I  think  it  will  be  a  serious  incon- 
venience to  those  who  occupy  the  dwellings  in  the 
surrounding  streets.  Those  houses  are  occupied  by 
families,  who  will  be  seriously  incommoded  by  the 
erection  of  this  stable,  and  I  think  it  will  prove  a 
disadvantage  to  the  city.  For  that  reason  I  move 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington: 

Ordered,  That  a  permit  be  granted  to  J.  M.  Smith 
to  erect  a  stable  in  rear  of  1043  Washington  street, 
for  sixty-four  horses,  said  stable  to  be  constructed 
of  brick  (for  riding  school  purposes),  and  to  conform 
to  statute  law  of  1869,  chapter  369. 

Alderman  Power— In- support  of  this  order,  I  wish 
to  say  that  this  matter  was  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment last  year,  but  in  another  shape.  It  came  then 
is  the  form  of  a  petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  engine  on  the  premises.  The  owners  of  the 
land  got  permission  to  build  a  first-class  brick  build- 
ing for  manufacturing  purposes,  which,  of  course, 
required  a  steam  engine,  and  they  came  here 
to  get  that  privilege.  The  owners  of  the 
surrounding  land  remonstrated  against  the  lo- 
cation there  of  a  steam  engine,  and  against, 
the  putting  up  of  a  building  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  Their  principal  reason  was  that  such  a 
building  would  shut  all  the  light  from  their  dwell- 
ings. That  should  not  be  any  reason  why  the  Board 
should  refuse  to  grant  such  a  privilege.  The  parties 
own  their  land;  they  have  the  right  to  cover  it  with 
a  building,  and  nobody  can  prevent  them,  if  it  is 
built  in  conformity  with  law.  But  the  owners  are 
obliged  to  come  here  if  they  wish  to  use  a  steam  en- 
gine. Nobody  can  prevent  them  from  putting  up  a 
building  that  will  coverall  the  land,  if  they  wish. 
The  owners  of  the  surrounding  estates  also  stated  that 
such  a  building  would  be  dangerous  in  case  of  lire. 
The  matter  was  fully  argued  here  on  both  sides,  and 
permission  to  use  a  steam  engine  on  the  premises  was 
refused.  At  that  time  I  was  on  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  as  chairman,  and  that  committee  were 
unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  use  the 
engine.  Previous  to  that  the  Committee  on  Health 
refused  to  grant  a  permit  to  locate  a  new  stable  there. 
"I  stated  at  the  time  that  if  I  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Health  I  would  have  voted  to 
grant  them  permission  to  erect  the  stable.  I  did  not 
expect  that  I  was  going  to  be  put  on  the  Committee 
on  Health,  and  that  I  should  have  to  act  upon  this 
matter  again.  I  did  not  request,  the  appointment, 
and  parties  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  will 
please  not  construe  my  action  as  an  endeavor  to 
follow  up  the  subject.  But  I  have  not  seen  any 
reason  since  to  change  my  mind.  There  is  room 
enough  for  two  stables,  and  to  put  as  many  horses 
in  there  as  they  ask  for.  That  place  is  about  as 
great  a  nuisance  today  as  can  be  found  in 
any  part  of  the  city.  The  owners  of  the  land 
propose  to  tear  down  this  old  building,  and 
wip'e  out  this  nuisance,  of  which  the  people 
have  complained  and  which  they  have  tried  to  re- 
move. The  owners  of  the  land  propose  to  put  up  a 
first-class  riding  school  there,— a  first-class  stable 
with  all  the  modern  improvements— and  to  remove 
those  old  stables.  They  can  keep  those  horses  there 
if  they  see  fit— there  is  room  enough;  but  if  they  get 
permission  to  put  up  this   building  they  intend   to 


erect  a  first-class  riding  school  and  remove  the  old 
building.  The  owners  of  surrounding  land  state 
that  all  the  water  and  all  the  nuisance  from  those  old 
stables  run  into  their  cellars.  They  have  repeatedly 
complained  of  the  nuisance,  and  now  the  owners  of 
the  land  propose  to  wipe  it  all  out  by  constructing  a 
first-class  building,  with  cemented  cellar  and  drains, 
so  that  no  nuisance  will  arise  from  it.  In  fact  it  Is  pro- 
posed to  have  a  model  stable,  as  is  shown  on  the 
plan.  Now,  I  believe  that  a  stable,  properly  con- 
ducted, with  all  the  modern  improvements,  is  just  as 
much  a  necessity  in  the  city  as  dwelling  houses  are. 
and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  all  business 
enterprises  which  are  legitimate  and  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  donot  grant  this  permir. 
the  estates  of  these  gentlemen  certainly  will  riot  be 
very  desirable.  I  think  we  could  not  do  their  prop- 
erty more  damage  than  if  we  prevent  the  erection  of 
this  stable.  I  can  show  by  the  petitions  of  some  of 
the  very  best  people  in  the  city  of  Boston  that  the 
establishment  to  be  conducted  there  is  first  class, 
and  is  greatly  needed.  It  is  to  be  conducted  by 
a  gentleman  who  formerly  kept  a  riding  school 
in  the  rear  of  415  'Washington  street,  on  the  Dexter 
estate,  and  who  was  burned  out.  Residents  of  the 
adjacent  houses  allege  that  it  is  going  to  injure 
their  property:  I  say  it  is  going  to  enhance  its  value. 
Those  dwellings  must  give  way  for  business  prop- 
erty. It  is  not  lor  the  interest  of  the  owner  to  put 
anything  there  that  will  make  the  property  less  val- 
uable than  it  is  today.  This  land  is  said  to  be  worth 
$10  a  foot,  and  that  shows  what  the  business  is  worth 
to  use  land  of  such  value.  As  I  said  before  the 
dwelling  houses  must  give  way  for  business.  What 
would  be  the  need  of  business  if  we  are  not  going  to 
have  the  land?  In  fact,  the  owners  of  the  surround- 
ing land  say  that  when  it  is  agreed  to  put  up 
just  such  a  building  on  that  lot  as  they  want, 
they  will  not  object.  I  have  known  that  place 
for  thirty  years,  and^there  is  n't  a  greater  nui- 
sance at  the  South  'End  than  it.  is.  Now, 
sir,  it  has  been  said  that  it  will  hurt  the 
character  of  the  neighborhood.  [The  Alderman  read 
ihe  petition  of  numerous  residents  of  the  South  End 
in  aid  of  the  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate the  riding  school  on  the  premises;  also  the 
names  of  the  petitioners  in  aid  of  the  petition 
of  J.  M.  Smith.]  I  read  these  names  to  show 
who  the  customers  of  Mr.  Smith  are,  and  that 
he  keeps  a  respectable  establishment.  If  he  did  not 
he  would  not  have  such  a  respectable  array  of  sup- 
porters. The  names  of  those  persons  should  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  to  this  Board  of  the  character  of 
the  establishment,  which  has  been  kept  by  Mr. 
Smith.  These  ladies  are  all  his  customers  and  they 
and  their  children  have  been  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  this  exercise  which  you  will  all  agree 
is  very  essential  to  their  health.  It  is  said  by  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  that  it  is  proposed  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  land  on  this  square.  I  don't  believe  he 
intended  to  convey  a  wrong  impression,  but  I  think 
he  forgot  the  plan.  They  propose  to  leave  sufficient 
room  for  engines,  hose  carts,  etc.,  to  enter  in  case 
there  should  be  fire,  which  will  meet  another  objec- 
tion which  has  been  raised.  These  are  my  reasons 
for  thinking  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted.  I  should  not  offer  an  order,  nor  would  I 
vote  for  any  measure  before  this  Board,  that  I 
thought  was  going  to  injure  any  person  to  the 
benefit  of  another.  I  say  such  an  establish- 
ment will  enhance  the  value  of  this  surround- 
ing property.  The  abutters  may  not  like  this 
stable:  it  may  not  be  so  pleasant  as  to  have 
the  open  space  that  there  is  now;  but  I  say  they  will 
not  suffer  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  -view.  Therefore. 
I  hope  the  substitute  order  will  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  for  Mon- 
day next  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  that  members  not 
familiar  with  the  locality  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  visit  it. 

NOMINATIONS   OF  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
nominating,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ordnance  relating  thereto,  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  assessors  id  taxes  for  the  city  of  Boston: 

Thomas  Hills,   Horace   Smith.  Benjamin  dishing. 
Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Daniel  H.  Whitney. 
'  The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as 
follows: 

Heirs  Edward  Tufts.  s-r,s:!.  widening  Pearl  street; 
Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  $3194  10.  widening  Maga- 
zine street. 

Severally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    ^9,    1874. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Conn' 
eil  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clsck  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  a  call  of  the 
roll  of  members  was  ordered: 

Present— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barnes,  Barry, 
Beal,  Bearce.  Bent,  Boardman.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess. Butler.  Cawley,  Crocker.  Crowley,  Cudwoith, 
Bushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Platley,  Flynn, 
Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine, 
Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Long,  Lor- 
ing,  Martin,  McCarty,  Minot,  Moouey,  Morse, 
Noyes,  Page,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam. 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Sweetser,  Thacher, 
Train,  Walh'ridge,  Warren,  West.  Weston,  Whiston, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wood- 
ward— 61. 

'  Absent— Messrs.  Bleiler,  Brown,  Collins,  Denny, 
Fuller,  Leach,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Russell,  Smith, 
Woods— 11. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  James  A.  Kemp,  Trustees  of  Boston 
College.  Joseph  Gahm,  Joshua  ('.  Stone,  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  and  request  of  Board  of  Health.  Severally 
referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sink- 
ing Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  city  debt.  (City 
Doc.  No.  15.)    Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor,  transmitting  pa- 
pers relating  to  an  assessment  made  upon  the  late 
city  of  Ctiarlestown,  on  accouut  of  tide  water  dis- 
placed by  filling  flats  in  Prison-Point  Bay.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Harbor. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  for  $700 
to  pay  for  temporary  sidewalk  on  westerly  side  of 
Tremont  street,  between  Park  and  Boylston  streets. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  that,  in 
order  to  properly  improve  the  Swett-street  Hospital 
wharf  and  lot,  Swett  street  should  be  laid  out  as  a 
public  way  from  Albany  to  Dorchester  street. 

The  question  was  on  referring  the  report  to  the 
Board  of  street  Commissioners,  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  move  that  the  reference 
be  amended  by.  adding  the  following:  "With  a  re- 
quest that  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  lay  out  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  street  as  early  as  possible." 
My  object  in  offering  that  amendment  is  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  may  feel  authorized  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  carry  out  this  project,  which 
eeems  to  be  a  favorite  one  with  the  commissioners, 
the  Committee  on  Streets  and  citizens  generally.  I 
do  not  wish  to  dictate  to  the  commissioners,  but  I 
thought  it  proper  to  give  them  a  hint  of  what  the 
City  Council  wanted.  It  is  considered  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  but  1  will  not  go  into  any  argument 
upon  that  point.  I  merely  offer  the  amendment  to 
start  it  in  the  proper  direction,  and  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  take  the  right  view  of  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— r.  he  Street  Committee  had 
this  subject  of  the  extension  of  Swett  street  under 
consideration  this  afternoon,  and  I  think  that  to 
amend  the  ord«r,  as  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13,  might  cause  some  trouble,  which  the 
committee  are  not  desirous  of  having  done.  I  hope 
the  report  will  be  referred  as  it  came  from  the  other 
branch,  as  the  Street  Committee  are  looking  into  the 
matter  now. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  shall  not  press  the  amend- 
ment now.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the 
Northampton-street  District,  yesterday,  this  matter 
was  very  fully  discussed.  Upon  reading  the  news- 
papers this  morning,  l  saw  that  i.y  the  action  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  the  greatest  impediment  to 
the  carrying  out  of  this  matter  last  year  had  been 
overcome  by  their  recommendation  of  the  solid  fill- 
ing of  the  flats.  Therefore  I  will  not  press  the 
amendment  if  the  gentleman  objects;  my  object 
being  simply  to  start  this  matter  and  get  the  Street 
Commissioners  to  prepare  their  plans,  so  that  we 
shall  not  have  to.wait  till  later  in  the  season. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  that  the  time 
allowed  for  the  filling  of  this  street  runs  out  in  April, 
and  that  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  has  already  been  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners.  I  think  it  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  take  action  until  that  extension  has  been 
granted. 

Mr.  Train  withdrew  his  amendment  and  the  report 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider expediency  of  giving  the  Committee  on  Survey, 
etc.,  of  Buildings  full  powers  to  decide  on  all  ques- 
tions referred  to  them  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings. 


Report  nominating  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin  Cush- 
ing,  Horace  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft  and  Daniel 
H.  Whitney  as  Assessors.    Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendtnt  of  Health  to 
purchase  hay  and  grain  and  other  material  required 
in  his  department. 

Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase 
necessary  supplies  and  material  for   his   department. 

Passed. 

Order  authorizing  proper  fences  to  be  placed  on 
the  roof  of  the  Court  House  to  prevent  the  falling  of 
snow  therefrom. 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— As  this  matter  is  clearly 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  an  order  similar  to  this  has  been  introduced 
there  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
this  order. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District  to  exeieise  all  the  powersjn  rela- 
tion to  Suffolk- street  district,  which  were  conferred 
on  the  committee  for  1873. 

Passed. 

REPORT     OF    COMMISSIONERS     OF     BRIDGES    BETWEEN 
BOSTON  AND  CAMBRIDGE. 

The  Commissioners  on  West  Boston  and  Canal  or 
Craigie's  Bridges  submitted  their  third  annual  report 
(City  Doc.  No.  IB)  of  matters  relating  to  the  care  and 
management  of  said  bridges. 

West  Boston  Bridq,.  The  draw  of  this  bridge  was 
thoroughly  repaired  early  in  the  spiing.  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  improvements  made  in  its  construction 
steam  power  was  applied  for  moving  it  and  aiding 
vessels  in  their  passage  through  the  draw  ways.  The 
machinery  used  for  these  purposes  consists  of  an 
eight  horse  power  engine  with  double  cylinders,  a 
line  of  horizontal  shafting  geared  to  and  extending 
from  the  engine  to  a  vertical  shaft,  to  which  it  is  also 
geared,  a  toothed  wheel  which  is  on  the  upper  end  of 
this  vertical  shaft  and  is  partially  encircled  by  a 
chain,  the  ends  of  which  are  connected  with  the 
upper  track  frame  of  the  draw,  and  a  line  of  shafting 
extending  to  the  edges  of  the  draw  pier  at  right 
angles  to  the  shafttng  running  the  draw,  the  ends  of 
this  shaft,  being  provided  with  winch  heads,  which 
are  used  in  pulling  vessels.  The  engine  house  is  a 
plain  but  substantial  wooden  structure  and  contains 
two  rooms,  one  for  the  engine  and  its  appurtenances, 
and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  engineer;  a  shed 
attached  to  it  contains  the  coal  bin  and  water  tank. 
The  operation  of  the  machinery  has  proved 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  your  commissioners, 
and  prevents  much  of  the  delay  formerly  so 
annoying  to  the  travel  upon  this  bridge.  The 
time  occupied  in  opening  and  closing  the  draw  was, 
before  the  application  of  the  machinery,  about  seven 
minutes;  it  now  seldom  exceeds  one  minute.  Ves- 
sels were  frequently  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  min- 
utes in  passing  through;  they  can  now  he  taken 
through  in  from  five  to  seven  minutes.  The  bridge 
is  in  good  order,  and  will  require  but  a  small  outlay 
for  repairs  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  expense  of 
maintenance  has  been  increased  to  some  extent  by 
the  application  of  steam-power  and  the  substitution 
of  gas  for  oil  in  lighting  the  bridge;  but  your  com- 
missioners feel  confident  that  the  benefits  derived 
therefrom  amply  compensate  for  the  additional  cost. 

Canal  or  < '/  urfu  's  l',i  hly, .  The  plans  for  the  recon- 
struction of  this  bridge,  which  were  fully  described 
in  our  last  annual  report,  were  presented  to  the  Har- 
bor Commission  for  their  approval  in  February.  At 
an  informal  hearing  given  by  the  commission,  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  required  to  enable  your  commissioners  to  proceed 
with  the  rebuilding  as  proposed.  Application  for  an 
act  was  immediately  made  to  the  Legislature,  but  its 
passage  was  not  secured  until  the  15th  of  April. 
After  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  plans  were  again 
submitted  to  the  Harbor  Commission  for  their  ap- 
proval, which  they  failed  to  receive.  The  objections 
made  by  the  Harbor  Commission  to  the  plans  as 
proposed,  were  the  driving  of  intermediate  piers  in 
the  portion  of  the  bridge  between  the  new  draw-way 
and  the  Cambridge  end,  and  the  driving  of  inter- 
mediate piles  in  the  piers  between  the  draw-way  and 
the  Boston  end.  The  present  piers  not  being  in  the 
line  of  the  current  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sion, a  serious  obstruction  to  the  water-way,  any  in- 
crease of  which,  by  driving  more  piles,  would  be  at- 
tended with  injurious  results  to  the  harbor.  The 
modification  of  the  plans  to  render  them  acceptable 
to  the  Harbor  Commission  required  considerable 
time,  and  as  it  was  too  late  in  the  season  for  the 
work  of  rebuilding  to  be  commenced,  with  any  pros- 
pect of  its  being  completed  before  cold  weather,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  postpone  any  further  action 
until  the  coming  year.  Alterations  which  have  been 
made  in  the  plans  will  involve  au  increased  expendit- 
ure of  $22,000  in  rebuilding  the  bridge,  and,  as  the 
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they  would  be  glad  to  recommend  to  the  two  cities 
which  they  jointly  represent,  the  removal  of  the 
present  bridge  structure,  and  the  building  of  a  bridge 
with  stone  or  iron  piers  and  an  iron  superstructure. 
The  bridges  connecting  Cambridge  and  Boston 
cross  the  channel  which  connects  the  Charles-River 
basin  with  the  harbor,  and  any  increase  in  their  num- 
ber obstructs  the  How  in  the  channel  and  diminishes 
the  value  of  the  tidal  basin.  The  eminent  engineers 
who,  in  connection  with  the  Harbor  Commission, 
have  given  this  subject  so  much  study,  looking  to 
the  future  interests  of , the  cities  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  are  opposed  to  any  increase  in  the  number  or 
extent  of  the  obstructions,  and  the  commission  will 
not  probably  consent  to  the  building  of  any  more 
bridges  upon  the  plan  of  the  present  ones,  e.-pecially 
as  the  annoyance  and  expense  attendant  upon  the 
frequently  recurring  repair  and  reconstruction  could 
be  obviated  by  replacing  them  with  practically  inde- 
structible structures.  The  principal  and  we  may  say 
the  only  reason  why  we  do  not  recommend  the  re- 
placing of  Oragie's  Bridge  by  an  iron  or  similar  per- 
manent structure,  is  the  great,  cost,  which,  in  the 
present  financial  condition  of  Boston  and  Cambridge, 
we  do  not  feel  would  he  warranted.  A  bridge  of  the 
character  we  mention  would  cost  at  least  $5ii(>, nun, 
whereas  the  estimated  expense  of  rebuilding  tlie  bridge 
in  accordance  with  our  present  plans  is  less  than  one- 
half  of  this  sum;  the  interest  on  the  difference  of 
cost  for  a  psriod  of  eight  or  ten  years  would  rebuild 
the  bridge  in  its  present  form.  The  substructure  of 
an  oak-pile  bridge  will  last  an  indefinite  time  in  a 
situation  where  it  is  not  subjected  to  the  ravages  of 
worms.  Many  of  the  piles  in  Cragie's  Bridge  have 
been  there  for  seventy  years,  and  are  still  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation.  The  superstructure,  or  such 
portions  of  it  as  may  be  unprotected  from  the 
weather,  will  require  renewal  in  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  and  even  in  less  time  if  the  timber  used  is  not 
of  good  quality.  The  expense  of  renewing  the  por- 
tions of  the  superstructure  most  liable  to  decay  is 
small  in  comparison  with  the  total  costof  the  bridge; 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  bridge  under  consideration, 
the  interest  on  the  difference  in  cost  of  the  two 
plans  would  amount  in  three  years  to  a  sum  large 
enough  to  do  all  that  would  he  required  to  make  the 
bridge,  at  the  end  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  good  for 
an  additional  term  of  the  same  length. 

While,  therefore,  we  acknowledge  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  build  a  permanent  structure,  we  think  the 
reasons  for  not  recommending  it,  which  we  have 
fully  explained,  will  justify  us  in  the  conclusion  that 
it  cannot  at  present  be  shown  to  be  the  most  econom- 
ical, although  it  may  not  be  many  years  before  the 
price  of  timber  will  be  so  enhanced  by  the  reckless 
destruction  of  the  forests  as  to  make  the  cost  of  a 
pile  bridge  closely  approximate  to  that  of  one  of  iron 
or  stone. 

It  is  our  intention  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  re- 
building this  bridge  as  soon  as  the  revised  plans  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  Harbor  Commission, 
and  the  work  will  be  put  under  contract  immediately, 
to  allow  ample  time  for  the  contractor  to  obtain  the 
piles  and  timber  before  commencing  work  in  the 
spring. 

The  unstable  condition  of  the  present  bridge  has 
been  a  source  of  anxiety  during  the  past  year,  and  it 
has  only  been  by  constant  watchfulness  and  imme- 
diate repair  of  the  weak  places  as  soon  as  observed 
that  accident  to  or  stoppage  of  the  travel  has  been 
prevented.  Appended  to  the  report  is  a  statement 
of  the  payments  made  by  the  Citv  of  Boston  on  ac- 
count of  the  bridges  from  January  1, 1873,  to  Janua- 
ry 1,  1874,  together  with  a  statement  from  the  draw- 
tenders  of  the  number  of  times  the  draws  were 
opened  during  the  same  term. 

Number  of  times  the  araw  on  West  Boston  Bridge 
has  been  opened  during  the  following  months. 
Charles  W.  Blaney  Superintendent,  John  McNulty 
Engineer:  January.  1873,  2;  February,  1873,  6;  March, 
1873,50;  April,  1873,  147;  May,  1873,  188;  June.  1873, 
193;  July,  1873.  -207;  August,  1873,  154;  September, 
1873,  1311;  October,  1873,  132;  November,  1873,  183; 
December,  1873,  77.     Total  one  year,  1478. 

Number  of  times  the  draw  on  Craigie's  Bridge  has 
been  opened  during  the  following  months  Cyrus 
Bruce  Superintendent:  January,  1873,24;  February, 
1873,  21;  March,  1873,  115;  April,  1873,  408;  May,  1873, 
(1411:  June.  1873.  1189;  July.  1873,5911;  August,  1813,  193; 
September.  1873.  398;  October,  1x73,445;  November, 
1873,  387;  December,  1873,  177.     Total  one   year,  43H9. 

The  expenses  of  Boston  for  maintaining  the  Cam- 
bridge bridges  during  the  year  1873,  inclusive,  were 
as  follows,  as  per  accounts  of  the  City  Auditor: 
General— Salary   of    Commissioner,   $500;    engineer- 


ing expenses.  S15I1  '.>:>;  damages  for  defect  in  bridge, 
$50.  Total,  $700  36.  West  Boston  Bridge— Salaries, 
Superintendent  and  Engineer,  S72I1  72;  engine  and 
shafting,  $12112  72;  repairs.  $2589  01;  supplies  and 
care  of  lamps,  $181  59;  ga-,  $589  82.  Total,  $5050  4(1. 
Canal  Bridge— Salary  of  Superintendent,  $(129  95; 
repairs,  S1IIK9  35;  supplies  and  cure  of  lamps,  S2T4  85. 
Total,  $1994  15.  Grand  total,  $8344  86. 
The  report  was  sent  up. 

CERTIFICATE  OF   APPOINTMENT. 

The  President  presented  a  certificate  from  the  City 
Clerk  that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
1874  have  been  duly  nominated  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
special  police  officers  without  pay.  for  the  present 
municipal  year.     Head  and  placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED    AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  F.  Hunne- 
well  for  lease  of  land  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir. 
Referred  to  Water  Board. 

By  Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Davitt  for  abatement  of  water  tax  on  houses  Nos. 
400,  408,  414  and  410  Commercial  street.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21  -Petitions  of  Company  C, 
First  Battalion,  M.  V.  M.,  and  Company  G,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  allowance  for  armory  rent. 
Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petitions  of  Willard 
Rice  et  al.,  and  F.  S.  Gilman  et  al.,  citizens  of 
Wards  20,  21  and  22,  that  the  name  of  Charlestown 
may  not  be  changed  by  the  action  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sibley. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  W.  H. 
Piper  et  al.,  that  Lamartine  street  be  put  in  order  for 
public  travel.     Sent  up. 

Remonstrance  of  B.  K.  Randolph  et  al.,  against 
petition  of  trustees  of  Boston  College.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS    OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  che  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Ilannan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  team,  by  an  alleged  defect  in  a  street  on 
Meeting  House  Hill,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
John  Galvin.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Water  Registrar,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  William  F.  Davis.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  Superintendent  of  Streets,  submitted  a  re- 
port recommending  the  election  of  Charles  Harris. 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  election  of  James  C. 
Tucker.     Accepted 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  City  Solicitor,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending  the   election  of  John  P.  Healy.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  order 
requesting  the  Street  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Par- 
ker street  from  Beacon  street  to  Tremont  street,  and 
the  petition  of  G.  Washington  Warren  and  others, 
that  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  City  Council  to 
expedite  the  laying  out  and  extension  of  Boylston 
street  to  Western  or  Brookline  avenue.  They  re- 
ported that  the  Street  Commissioners  are  now  pre- 
paring plans  for  streets  aid  avenues  over  the  lands 
and  Hats  lying  between  Beacon  street,  Western  ave- 
nue, Longwood  avenue  and  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  under  an  order  passed  by  the  last  City 
Council;  and  the  committee  would  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  petition  and  the  order  be  referred  to 
that  board. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  reference  or- 
dered as  recommended. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee,  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  City  Messenger,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Alvah  H.  Peters  Ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee,  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Bradley.     Accepted. 

Mr.  Thacher.of  Ward  15,  from  the  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands. 
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submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Robert  W.  Hall.    Accepted. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  from  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Armories,  submitted  a  report  repre- 
senting that  orders  were  passed  by  the  last  City 
Council  appropriating  §12lKJ  for  repairing  the  armory 
of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry.  §383  lu  for 
repairing  the  armory  of  Company  I.  Ninth  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  and  §250  for  repairing  the  headquarters 
the  First  Battalion  of  Light  Artillery.  Through  inad- 
vertence the  bills  for  these  repairs  were  not  appioved 
before  the  end  of  the  municipal  year,  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  give  the  present  committee  authority  to 
pass  upon  them.  The  committee  recommended  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  §1200  in 
repairing  and  I 'uriii-hing  the  armory  of  Company  D, 
First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  1839  Wash- 
ington street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  §250  in  re- 
pairing and  furnishing  the  headquarters  o~f  the  First 
Battalion  of  Light  Artillery,  M.  V.  M.,  at37Tremont 
street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum,  not  exceeding 
§383  10.  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the  armory  oc- 
cupied by  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  544  Washington  street;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— On  account  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  report,  and  further  that  the  work  has 
been  contracted  for  and  performed,  I  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  that  the  orders  may  be  passed  this 
evening  and  the  parties  obtain  their  money. 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  orders  were  sev- 
erally passed — yeas  08.  nays  0. 

THE  WATER   SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  and  report  upon  the  feasibility  and 
expense  of  adding  to  the  waters  in  Mystic  Pond  a 
supply  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  city,  by  connect- 
ing said  pond  with  Shawshine,  Concord  and  Mer- 
rimac  rivers,  or  either  of  them,  by  the  use  of  the  bed 
of  Middlesex  Canal,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dean  of  WTard  12— As  I  probably  shall  not  be 
present  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  as 
the  project  contemplated  in  this  order  is  one  that 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  as  early  as 
possible,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  present  it  to  the 
Council  this  evening.  I  have  a  very  considerable 
acquaintance  with  the  topography  of  Middlesex 
County,  having  lived  there  during  much  of  the  larger 
part  of  my  life,  and  I  think  that  I  can  state  the  rea- 
sons which  should  induce  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  project  contemplated  by  this  order.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  Middlesex  County  there  was  what  was 
formerly  called  the  Middlesex  Canal,  which  ran  from 
Charlestown  to  Lowell,  connecting  the  waters  of 
Boston  Harbor  with  the  waters  of  Merrimac  River. 
I  have  myself  been  over  that  canal,  when  a  bov,  in  a 
packet;  and,  formerly,  nearly  all  the  cotton,  produce 
and  perhaps  pretty  much  all  the  property  that  went 
to  Lowell  from  Boston  went  by  way  of  this  canal,  and 
in  return  the  manufactured  goods  came  by  way  of 
this  canal  from  Lowell  to  Boston.  It  was  mainly  sup- 
plied by  the  waters  of  the  Concord  and  Merrimac  riv- 
ers, the  wpters  from  each  running  through  the  bed 
of  the  canal  in  either  direction,  emptyiug  at  one  end 
into  the  Merrimac  River,  and  into  the  harbor  at 
Charlesiown  at  the  other.  In  its  progress  towards 
Boston  it  crossed  Shawshine  River  by  the  edge  of  this 
side  of  Billerica.  Shawshine  River,  there,  if  I  recol- 
lect rightly  from  observation,  is  12,  13  or  14  feet 
below  the  aqueduct,  as  it  then  was,  and  the  .bed 
of  the  Middlesex  Canal.  By  damming  the  river  at 
this  point,  or  by  running  a  branch  of  the  canal  a  lit- 
tle way  up  the  valley  of  the  Shawshine,  the  water 
will  be  as  high  as  the  canal.  From  there  it 
comes  to  Horu  Pond— at  any  rate  the  canal  had  its 
main  supply  in  Concord  River  and  came  nearly 
on  a  level  to  Horn  Pond,  which  is  one  of  the 
reservoirs  of  Mystic  Pond.  There  are  no  tunnels  on 
the  route;  it  is  nearly  level,  and  Concord  River  is 
largely  formed  by  the  Sudbury  River  and  Assabet. 
So  that  if  those  waters  should  be  considered 
suitable,  in  Concord  River  you  have  the  waters  of 
Sudbury  and  Assabet  rivers,  of  the  same  quality  as 
the  Sudbury,  and  a  much  larger  supply,  because  it 
embraces  the  watersheds  of  the  Concord  River  and 
its  tributaries,  and  the  canal  also  connects  with  the 
Merrimac  River.  Thus  you  have  got  almost  a  level 
bed,  already  grtded,  hut  now  disused.  But  the  bed  of 
the  canal  must  in  part  still  remain,  and  it  would  seem 
at  first  blush  as  if  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter, 
and  a  very  cheap  way— very  much  cheaper  than 
building  miles  of  tunnel— and  cheap  as  to  the  mode 
of  supplying  Mystic  Pond  with ^the  waters  of  any  of 

'it 


from  Horn  Pond.  This  Shawshine  River  is 
a  very  considerable  brook  where  the  canal  crosses 
it.  It  drains  Lexington.  Concord,  Bedford,  Burling- 
ton, and  all  that  suction  over  the  ridge  from  the 
watershed  of  Mystic  Pond.  The  waters  of  Shaw- 
shine River  are  very  excellent  in  quality,  running 
through  a  hard,  gravelly  country.  After  it  crosses 
the  canal  this  river  goes  down  and  supplies  the  mills 
of  Ballardvale,  Frye  Village  in  North  Andover,  and 
discharges  its  water  just  below  the  Lawrence  dam. 
It  would  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that,  unless  there  are 
some  engineering  difficulties — which  are  now  im- 
possible to  conceive  of— this  would  present  a 
very  cheap  means  of  supplementing  the  pres- 
ent supply  in  Mystic  Pond  to  a  very  in- 
definite extent.  If  the  waters  of  the  Shaw- 
shine have  been  used  they  would  just  about  equal 
the  watershed  of  the  Mystic  at  the  upper  pond;  and 
when  those  fail,  if  it  is  nece-sary,  you  can  stretch  on 
to  Concord  River  and  get  a  larger  supply  than  from 
Sudbury  River.  And  if  at  any  time  the  .Merrimac 
waters  should  be  preferred,  it  is  a  very  few  miles 
farther  before  you  reach  the  Merrimac  River— and  all 


tlemau  from  Ward  12  if  that  could  be    done   without 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  know  what  are  the 
powers  granted  by  the  act  under  which  the  Water 
Board  is  now  acting,  but  it  certainly  would  be  very 
easy  to  obtain  the  requisite  legislative  authority.  And 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  it  was  furnishing  a  much 
cheaper  supply  of  water  than  by  the  means  now  con- 
templated—if, for  instance,  millions  of  dollars  could 
be  saved— of  course  the  little  delay  required  would  be 
nothing  in  comparison  with  that  which  would  be 
gained.  Besides,  in  point  of  expedition,  it  would 
seem  to  me,  taking  the  requisite  time  to  obtain  legis- 
lative action  and  for  the  construction  of  works,  you 
would  still  gain  very  largely  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1- 1  did  not  ask  the  question 
because  I  was  opposed  to  the  gentleman" s  order.  I 
hope  this  matter  of  a  water  supply  will  be  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  that  our  action  may  be  final.  But  the 
act  empowering  the  city  to  take  water  from  Sudbury 
River  expressly  says  it  shall  be  taken  above  Framing- 
ham. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  (LTnanimous  consent  being 
given)— When  these  legislative  grants  are  secured 
they  are  generally  obtained  by  means  of  an  agree- 
ment among  parties.  There  are  two  sides,  the  pe- 
titioners and  the  remonstrants,  and  they  agree  sub- 
stantially to  what  shall  be  done. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman how  many  mills  there  are  between  here  and 
the  place  where  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  propose 
to  take  water  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  can  only  say  from  what  I 
gather  from  the  report  of  the  board  that  there  are 
mills  on  the  river  from  which  the  board  contemplates 
taking  it  now,  and  also  upon  Assabet  River.  But 
until  yon  reach  Middlesex  Canal,  where  it  formerly 
crossed  Concord  River  at  Middlesex  Mills,  there  are 
none;  there  are  none  between  Middlesex  Canal  and 
the  contemplated  conduit  from  Sudbury  River,  a 
distance  of  some  twenty-five  miles. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  1£— 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  considei  the  expediency  of 
makinga  permanent  water  connection  between  Farm 
Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate,  and  building  a  conduit 
from  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir, 
said  conduit  to  be  bridged  over  Charles  River,  instead 
of  siphons  in  said  river,  and  report  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  same. 

Passed. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  order  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  members  of  the  Common  Council  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  to  insert  the  word  "new" 
before  the  word  "members." 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  believe  that  the  object  I 
had  in  view  in  offering  that  amendment  can  be 
reached  in  another  way,  and  which  appears  to  relieve 
the  Council  of  some  embarrassment  in  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  old  and  new  members.  I  desire, 
therefore,-to  withdraw  the  amendment  and  to  offer 
another,  so  that  the  order  shall  read  "pro- 
cure suitable  badges  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  five  dollars  for 
each  badge."  I  had  in  view,  in  offering  the  first 
amendment,  that,  if  the  old  members  of  the  Common 
Council  would  consent  to  a  change  of  date  upon  their 
badges,  those  for  the  new  members  could  be  procur- 
ed at  the  same  expense  as  last  year.  It  was  for  that 
reason,  and  for  that  alone,  that  I  desired  to  iusert  the 
word  "new."  But,  as  many  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil prefer  to  retain  their  badges,  with  the  date  upon 
them,  I  have  offered  this  amendment  limiting  the 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted.  It  seems  very  proper  that,  if 
we  are  to  have  badges,  there  should  be  new  ones 
all  round;  but  I  think  there  should  be  some  limit  to 
the  expense.  If  we  limit  the  price  to  live  dollars  it 
will  be  the  same  as  saying  to  the  committee  that  we 
do  not  want  a  gold  badge.  I  think  five  dollars  a 
large  limit  for  the  price  of  such  a  badge  as  we  need, 
but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  commit- 
tee to  determine  the  kind  of  badge.  Five  dollars 
per  badge  is  a  reasonable  limit,  and  it,  seems  to  me 
that  this  body  might  as  well  leave  to  the  committee 
the  responsibility  of  determining  whether  the  badges 
shall  be  of  gold  or  silver. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "five"  and  inserting 
the  word  "fifteen." 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  observe  a  smile  on  the 
faces  of  the  old  members  of  the  ( 'ouncil  as  I  get  up 
Mr.  President,  though  I  have  observed  that 
outside  the  City  Hall  the  smiling  is  all  the 
other  way,  as  outside  they  consider  it  puer- 
ile for  gentlemen  to  haggle  about  the  cost 
of  such  an  article,  whether  it  shall  be  five  or 
fifteen  dollars.  If  they  cost  fifteen  dollars  each  it 
will  be  the  same  as  funding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  city  debt.  It  is  not  the 
mere  trifle  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  that  I  look 
at.  The  feeling  is  now  rife  and  it  is  a  fact  that, 
with  one  exception,  Boston  is  the  most  extravagant- 
ly managed  city  in  the  United  States.  In  view  of 
that  fact,  we  ought  to  show  a  disposition  to  econ- 
omize. I  think  these  gentlemen  will  all  find  that  with 
the  public  the  smile  is  the  other  way. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
delillilely  postponed. 

The  President — The  motion  is  out  of  order;  the 
motion  to  amend  take*  precedence. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Will  the  gentleman  please 
tell  me  where  the  Council  gets  authority  to  vote 
themselves  these  badges.  As  one  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, I  ask  for  information. 

The  President— The  Chair  can  only  say  that  the 
order  is  a  proper  one  and  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  only  wished  to  know 
where  they  get  the  authority. 

The  President  -The  Chair  cannot  inform  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— That  does  not  answer  my 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — This  is  a  very  cheap  way  of 
making  a  little  very  cheap  capital,  and  it  has  been 
started  by  gentlemen  who  come  here  for  the  first 
time.  Now,  sir,  I  came  here  for  the  first  time  a  con- 
siderable number  of  years  ago,  when  we  had  a  tin 
badge.  If  I  were  going  to  move  any  amendment,  in 
order  to  make  cheap  capital,  I  should  propose  a  tin 
badge.  I  don't  believe  it  is  the  right  kind  of  econ- 
omy for  us  to  begin  to  practise  in  this  line.  When  we 
talk  in  regard  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  gentle- 
man on  my  left,  from  Ward  12.  there  is  a  chance  for 
economy,  and  I  am  prond  to  see  that  he  has  tonight 
offered  a  proposition  in  which  I  believe  the  people 
of  Boston  will  heartily  agree  with  him.  But  this  lit- 
tle three-cent  matter  of  a  badge  for  members  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  be  old  or  new  members, 
is  too  small  to  talk  about.  And  when  my  friend  on 
my  left  from  Ward  IV  savs  he  notices  a  smile  outside 
of  the  City  Hall,  I  say  it  is  a  cheap  kind  of  smile. 
There  are  a  great  manv  kinds  of  smiles;  some  people 
smile  early,  some  often,  and  others  seldom  smile.  I 
don't  feel  much  like  smiling  myself,  having  been 
pretty  hard  at  work  all  day.  But  I  do  feel  like  say- 
ing that  this  is  a  small  matter  to  higgle  over.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  and  when  it  is  said  here  that  the  people  of 
Boston  smile  about,  this  matter,  it  is  cheaper  than 
anything  else.  I  think  the  members  of  the  Council 
should  have  some  recognition.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  perquisites  of  the  position  are. 
Is  there  anything,  from  January  to  January, 
that  comes  as  a  perquisite?  There  is  this 
little  matter  of  a  badge,  which  I  am  happy  to 
carry  about  with  me.  I  think  it  '  is  not  only 
an  ornament,  bntitisan  honor  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council  to  have  something  by  which  they  can 
be  recognized  -something  worthy  of  the  position 
which  we  hold.  I  do  not  think  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars 
for  a  badge  is  any  too  much  to  give  to  each  member  of 
this  Council  as  a  perquisite.  I  think,'  sir,  that  we 
labor  hard  here  for  tin?  best  interest  of 'the  city;  I 
try  to,  at  least,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  other  gen- 
tlemen do.  But  when  we  come  to  talk  about  this 
matter  I  think  the  smiles  of "onr  constituents  will  be 
oh  the  Other  side  of  the  mouth.  I  think  they  would 
smile  at  our  having  anything  less  than  a  respecta- 
ble, decent  badge.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  prevail."'  " 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward.17— I  have  he  doubt  Mr.  Shaw's 
constituents  will  laugh  at  Ins  position  if  he  yielded 
in  this  matter,  but  I  'think  ray  constituents  will  think 
differently.    '    '        , '       '   '' '•  ■>'''<     '  ' 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward'S^I  shall  not  allowan  invidious 
distinction  to  be  made-betweeh  the  gentleman's  con- 
stituents and  miDe.    Whether  we   come   from   Fort 


Hill,  or  from  the  green  garden  district,  which  he 
represents,  I  hope  it  will  be  shown  that  the  people 
have    not   sent   green   young   men  to  represent  the 


i  amiss  for  new  members  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion, if  we  think  it  is  wrong  to  vote  away  the  peo- 
ple's money  for  badges.  I  trust  that  when 
we  get  the  waters  of  Horn  Pond  we  shall 
all  smile.  I  don't  see  the  necessity  for 
these  badges,  any  way.  Our  action  is  to  be 
published  in  the  newspapers  and  our  constituents 
will  know  whether  we  are  fit  to  represent  them.  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  respect  our  opinions  and  that  we 
shall  hear  no  more"spigot  and  bunghole"insinuations. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  gentleman,  that  at  the  commencement 
ef  the  financial  year  a  contingent  fund  is  set  by  for 
the  use  of  the  Common  Council.  That  is  about 
$3500  or  $1000  this  year.  That  fund  can  be  expended 
in  any  way  that  the  Common  Council  sees  fit,  wheth- 
er for  badges  or  other  legitimate  expenses. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Then  so  long  as  we  have 
that  fund  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  money  or  the 
badge,  as  we  please,  or  to  app-opriate  it  for  a  hat  or 
a  pair  of  boots. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— No,  sir,  the  money  can  be 
expended  only  by  vote  of  the  Council. 

The  vote  on  tne  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn,  to  make 
the  price  fifteen  dollars,  was  taken,  and  the  President 
declared  that  it  appeared  to  be  carried.  The  vote 
was  doubted,  and  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  was  not  sustained— 10  for, 
51  against. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Kimball  was  then  adopted — 49  for,  14  against— 
by  a  rising  vote. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — Before  we  vote  upon  this 
question,  I  want  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  used  in  favor  of  having 
badges  at  all,  or  of  having  costly  ones.  The  only 
gentlemen  I  have  heard  advance  any  argument  in 
favor  of  badges  are  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  5 
and  7,  and  the  line  of  argument  they  have  used  is 
something  in  this  vein:  When  tiie  question  of  water 
came  up,  they  said,  "Here  is  a  chance  for  economy; 
this  question  of  badges  is  a  small  matter."  I  think 
that  principle  is  a  very  fallacious  and  mischievous 
one  for  us  .to  adopt  at  the  beginning  of  the 
municipal  year.  The  question  of  extrava- 
gance is  entirely  independent  of  the  amount  ex- 
pended; it  is  dependent  upon  whether  the  thing 
voted  for  is  desirable  or  not.  The  expense  of  eight 
or  nine  hundred  dollars  for  a  badge  which  is  merely 
ornamental  and  not  necessarv  is  extravagance.  It  is 
the  principle  involved.  An  expense  of  eight  or  nine 
millions,  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  city,  is  a  measure 
of  economy.  Now,  in  a  week  or  two  we  have  got  to 
discuss  this  water  question,  for  which  we  shall  have 
to  appropriate  a  great  amount  of  money.  Before  we 
approach  that  question,  our  good  faith  ought  to  be 
expressed  before  the  city  in  regard  to  financial  matters. 
Although  this  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  is  a  small 
amount,  the  principle  is  wrong  unless  good  reasons  are 
given  for  having  those  budges  at  all.  I  think  we  over- 
estimate our  importance.  We  are  a  legislative  body, 
but  individually  we  have  no  authority,  except  that 
the  Mayor  issues  a  formal  order  appointing  us  special 
policemen.  Our  importance,  individually,  it,  seems 
to  me,  is  very  slight— at  least  most  of  us— and  unless 
good  reasons  are  given  we  ought  to  vote  against 
them.  I  hope  that  no  order  for  badges  will  prevail, 
and  certainly  not  an  order  expending  $15  for  each 
badge.  I  think  our  constituents  will  have  reason  to 
lack  confidence  in  our  judgment  in  money  matters, 
if  we  pass  this  order.  1  do  not  care  what  the  amount 
will  be;  the  principle  of    the  thing  is  utterly  wrong. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  I.",  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered— 13  for,  49  against,  one-fifth 
having  voted  therefor. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  48,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Bent,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Brown,  Burdilt,  Burgess,  Butler,  Collins, 
Crowley.  Cudworth,  < 'ashman.  Davis,  Day,  Dean, 
Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Leach,  Long,  Loring,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray, 
Shaw,  siblev,  Smith,  Sweat.  Thacher,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward — 48. 

Kays-  Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bearce,  Caw- 
ley,  Crocker,  Dacey,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Hine,  Hun- 
newell,  Kimball,  Minot,  Perkins,  Putnam,  Sprague, 
SweetBer,  West,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt— 20. 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  made  by  Mr. 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  was  lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Davis  of  Ward 
14.  Page  of  Ward  9,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  com- 
mittee named  in  the  order  for  badges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Wardl,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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men  was  hi'lcl  at,   lour  o'clock  P.  M.  today,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Sixty-four  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court, 
January  term,  were  drawn. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Francis  W.  Hill,  Fourth 
street.  Baptist  Church;  (Jennie  McGregor,  Kennedy 
Hall,  Roxbury;  George  Faulkner,  Pond  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  William  G.  Davies,  constable,  being 
duly  certified,  was  approved 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 
The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  George  W.  Sim- 
mons &  Son,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  Oak  Hall,  North  street,  was  con- 
sidered, and  there  being  no  objection  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  N.  P.  Banks  Vet- 
eran Corps,  that  the  ( 'ity  <  'ouncil  attend  a  lecture  in 
Charlestown.     Accepted  and  sent  down. 

SALE  OF  UNCLAIMED  BAGGAGE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  ar.d  authorize  a  sale  of  unclaimed 
baggage,  consisting  of  six  trunks,  thirty-one  travel- 
ling bags,  three  valises,  ar.d  a  variety  of  miscel- 
laneous articles.  Referred  to  a  special  committee 
consisting  of  Aldermen  Ktcbbius  and  Bigelow. 


To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  K,  First  In- 
fantry, for  an  allowance  for  rent  and  repairs  of 
armory  at  Washington  Hall. 

Walter  Everett.  Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  for  a  room 
for  the  headquarters  of  said  regiment. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Calvin  W.  Clark,  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  Kingston  street. 

J.  F.  Wilson  el  al.,  for  sewer  in   Dorchester   street. 

To  the  Committet  on  Paving.  J.  Sturgis  Potter,  to 
place  a  shaft  across  1'eikins'strett. 

W.  H.  Piper  et  cd.,  that  Lamartine  street  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

Alfred  Lingham,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 


beam  over  sidewalk  at  (is  federal  street. 

Charles  Herman,  for  reimbursement  in  filling  up 
Mechanics  street. 

James  Manary,  for  grade  damages  on  P  street. 

To  the  Counui/ln  mi  Lin  hk,x.  Blunchard  &  Ross, 
for  license  for  a  variety  theatre  at  578  Washington 
street,  in  the  St.  James  Theatre  building. 

.louidain  &  Co.,  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  anatomy 
at  542  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  Harding,  Gray  & 
Dewey,  to  project  a  sisin  at  lli'.l  Congress  street.    ■ 

Davis  Bros,  cfc  Co.,  to  project  a  sign  from  rear  of 
73-75  High  street. 

George  F.  Moore  &  Co.,  to  project  a  sign  from 
Federal  street,  corner  of  High  street. 

To  the  Cmninitlu  mi  /fui/t/i  on  tin  purl  of  the  Board. 
Otis  Fddy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Nelson  street,  near  Norfolk  street. 

J.  B.  Simpson,  to  occupy  two  wooden  stables  for 
four  horses  on  Orchard  street,  north  side. 

John  Butland,  to  occupy  a  back  stable  for  one 
horse  on  rear  of  H  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh. 

Howard  L.  Hayford,  to  construct  a  cellar  below 
grade  at  IB  Kneeland  street. 

George  Clark,  Jr.,  to  build  a  stable  for  three  horses 
on  Columbia  street. 

Mark  B.  Mulvey,  remonstrance  against  erection  of 
a  stable  on  Walden  place. 

lain.        \      l.apprn  •  /  ol.  ,  leinoilsirance    .■iL'.'Uli:-!    .  ■  i  re 

lion  of  brick  stable  in  rear  of  190  II  street. 

Michael  Condon,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  First  street.  No.  487. 

James  A.  King,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  ten 
horses  on  Leonard  street.  Ward  18. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Lucy  W.  Hartshorn, 
for  an  allowance  on   account  of  the  injury  to,  and 


death  of  her  husband,  Warren  Hartshorn,  from  in 
juries  alleged  to  have  been  received  while  in  the 
service  of  the  city. 

William  Burns,  for  compensation  for  two  horses 
furnished  to  the  Boston  Fire  Department  in  1873. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  George  W.  Claypole, 
for  abatement  of  assessment  for  betterment  on  Lin- 
coln street,  Brighton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Lessees  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  to  be  heard  on  the  subject  of  their 
leases. 

To  the  Joint  committw  on  Streets.  Notice  from 
Mitchell  &  Smith,  of  intention  to  dispute  the  right  of 
the  city  to  certain  land  in  Eliot  street. 

THE  ELMS  ON  TREMONT  STREET. 

Petitions  were  received  from  R.  K.  Potter  et,  al., 
and  N.  J.  Bradlee  et.  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  trees 
on  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  the  Granary  Burying 
Ground. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  petitions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  trees  now 
standing  in  the  sidewalk  on  Tremont  street,  between 
Park  street  and  the  Tremont  House,  to  be  removed 
forthwith. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  usual  course  has  been  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Common  all  petitions  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  from  any  place.  I  trust  that  cus- 
tom will  not  be  departed  from  in  this  case,  and  I 
move  that  the  petitions  and  order  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 

The  petitions  and  the  order  were  so  referred  by  a 
rising  vote— six  for,  five  against. 

THE  EXPOSITION  OF  ARTS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Massachusetts 
charitable  Mechanic  Association  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  for  the  twelfth  triennial  exhibition  of 
mechanical  arts,  for  eight  weeks  from  the  first  day 
of  September  to  the  30th  of  October  next.  The 
petitioners  ask  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  erect  a 
temporary  building  on  the  driveway  in  Merchants' 
row,  between  Faneuil  and  Quiney  halls;  alBO  to  be 
allowed  to  erect  a  temporary  platform  and  staircase 
on  Market  square,  at  the  westerly  end  of  Faneuil 


tion.  They  also  request  a  hearing  at  an  early  date  in 
explanation  of  the  requests.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  following  reports  for  the  quarter  ending  Janu- 
ary 31  were  received: 

Superintendent  of'  Fun,  nil  Hull  ilurki-t.  Cash  re- 
ceived-for  rent  of  stalls,  $13,339  50;  for  cellars, 
saKl'.'O  ','5;  permanent  outside  stands,  $093  75;  fees 
for  weighing  at  market  scales,  $311  53;  rent  of  stalls 
in  new  market,  $3792;  for  cellars  in  do.,  $1899;  India 
wharf  market,  $346  87;  Christmas  stands  paid  for 
trees,  $30  02.  Total,  $27,233  52;  all  of  which  has 
been  paid  into  the  treasury.  The  report  was  ordered 
placed  on  file. 

City  Clerk.  Cash  received— for  recording  mort- 
gages, etc.,  $731;  licenses  for  intelligence  office.  $4; 
for  auctioneers,  $06;  billiard  saloons,  $158;  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  in  1873,  $86  96;  sale  of  old  ballots,  etc., 

ti  52;  record  of  goods  found,  $0  25.  Total  receipts, 
1049  73;  all  of  which  has  been  paid  to  the  City 
Treasurer.    The  report  was  sent  down. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
City  Registrar  was  received: 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1873  was  9659, 
an  increase  of  389  over  the  number  recorded  during 
ihe  f  "■'  dm:.'  ./ear.  Certificate  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage issued  in  1873  was  4549,  an  increase  of  126  over 
the  number  issued  in  1872.  There  were  3883  mar- 
riages recorded  during  the  same  period;  121  more 
than  were  registered  during  the  preceding  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  1873  was  7869,  a  decrease  of  221. 
The  usual  detailed  reports,  with  explanatory  tables, 
will  be  submitted  to  the  City  CouECil  at  an  early 
day.    Tne  report  was  sent  down. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  THREE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Speaker  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  by  vote  of  the 
House,  the  seat  of  John  Tewksbury,  in  said  House, 
has  been  vacated,  and  Tnesday,  the  10th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, appointed  as  the  time  for  an  election  to  fill 
said  vacancy.  The  communication  was  placed  on 
file. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  in  Ward  No.  3,  in  this  city,  on 
Tuesday,  the  10th  day  of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock 
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A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
■Representative  to  the  present  General  Court  from  the 
Third  District  of  Suffolk.    The  poJls  to  be  kept  open 
till  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  cancel  the  lease  held  by  Thomas  W.  Car- 
ter of  the  buildings  on  a  part  of  the  City  Hospital 
wharf,  and  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  make  a  new  lease  to  said  Carter  of  build- 
ings and  land  (37.027  square  feet),  for  a  term  of  ei°ht 
years  from  January  1.  1874.  for  the  sum  of  §3250,  on 
certain  condiiions.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Lamps  to  contract 
from  time  to  time  during  this  municipal  year  for 
lamp  posts,  brackets  and  other  supplies  and  materials 
for  his  department.     Passed. 

PAPERS  FR03I   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  F.  Hunnewell,  Daniel  McDavitt, 
Company  C,  First  Battalion  Cavalry,  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  and  remonstrance  of  J.  A.  Turner 
et  al.,  severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (lea-e  to  withdraw)  of  Committee  on 
Claims,  on  petition  of  William  Hannon  to  be  paid 
for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
highway  on  Meeting-House  Hill.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase 
necessary  supplies  and  material  for  his  department. 
Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northampton- 
street  District  to  exercise  all  the  powers  in  relation 
to  Suffolk-street  District,  which  were  conferred  on 
the  committee  for  1873.    Passed. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Streets  recommending 
a  reference  to  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
subject  of  extension  of  Parker  street.  The  board 
concurred  in  the  reference. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  connecting  Farm  Pond  with  Lake  Co- 
chituate,  and  of  building  a  conduit  from  said  lake  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  adding  to  Mystic  Pond  a  further  supply 
of  water  by  connecting  said  pond  with  Concord  or 
other  rivers.    Passed. 

Report  ef  the  Commissioner  on  Cambridge  bridges. 
(City  Doc.  No.  IB.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  orders  to  allow  .*1200  for  repairs  on 
armory  of  Company  D,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry; 
8383  10,  for  repairs  on  armory  of  Company  I,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry:  s2r.11.  for  repairs  cm  headquar- 
ters of  First  Battalion  Light  Artillery.  Passed— 
yess  12,  nays  0. 

ELECTIONS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  committees  nominating  William  H. 
Bradley  for  Superintendent  of  Sewers:  Robert  W. 
Hall,  Supeiintendent  of  Public  Lands:  John  Galvin, 
Superintendent  of  Common,  etc. ;  William  F.  Davis, 
Water  Registrar:  Charles  Harris.  Superintendent  of 
Streets;  James  C.  Tucker.  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings;  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor;  and  Alvah 
H.  Peters,  City  Messenger,  came  from  the  Common 
Council  accepted.  The  Board  concurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  various  city  officers,  with  the  fol- 
lowing resnlt: 

City  Messenger.  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Hall  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the 
votes,  and  they  reported  that  Alvah  H.  Peters  had  re- 
ceived twelve  votes,  and  was  unanimously  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Solicitor.  Aldermen  Prescott  and  Brooks 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 1 

John  P.Healy  had 10 

G.A.  Somerby 1 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Healy  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Builings.  Alderman 
Emery  and  Cutter  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
James  C.  Tucker  had  received  twelve  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  unanimously  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Supeiintendent  of  Streets.  Aldermen  Cutter  and 
Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  Tney  reported  that  Charles  Harris 
had  received  12  votes;  and  he  was  declared  unani- 
mously elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Water  Registrar.  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Hall  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  voteB. 
They  reported  that  William  F.  Davis  had  received  12 
votes,  and  he  was  declared  unanimously  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 


Stqirnntntth  nt  f'f  Vumiiuni  and  Public  Crouncls— 
Alderman  Harris  and  Alderman  Power  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
and  they  reported  that  John  Galvin  had  received 
twelve  votes.  He  was, declared  unanimously  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Supetin'ciK/e/tt  of  Sneers— Aldermen  Worthington 
and  Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  William  H. 
Bradley  had  received  ten  votes  and  there  were  two 
blanks.  He  was  declared  unanimously  elected  on 
the  Dart  of  the  Board 

Sii/hrint unhid  if  public  Lands— Aldermen  Emery 
and  Peters  were  appaiited  a  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  Robert  W.  Hall 
had  received  twelve  votes.  He  was  declared  unani- 
mouslv  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Har- 
ris were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes,  and  they  reported  that  James  M.  Bugbee  had 
received  twelve  votes.  He  was  declared  unanimously 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Registrar.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Harris 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  N.  A.  Apollouio  had  re- 
ceived twelve  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

Assessors  of  Taxes.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Power 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows- 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice .'...  7 

Thomas  Hills 11 

Benjamin  Lushing 11 

Horace  Smith 10 

Thomas  J .  Bancroft 12 

Daniel  H.  Whitney 8    . 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 7 

and  Messrs.  Hills,  Ctishing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
Whitney  were  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate 
for  Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Albe 
C.  Clark.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board 
proceeded  to  an  election.  Aldermen  Worthington 
and  Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Albe  C.  Clark 
had  received  twelve  votes,  ami  lie  was  declared  unani- 
mously elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

SMITH'S  RIDING  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took  up 
the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being  Alder- 
man Power's  motion  to  substitute,  for  Alderman 
Worthington's  motion  "leave  to  withdraw,"  on  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Smith,  for  a  riding-school  stable  in  rear 
of  1043  Washington  street,  an  order  granting  leave  to 
said  Smith  to  erect  such  a  stable  of  brick,  for  sixty- 
four  ho;  ses,  etc. 

Alderman  Worthington— When  this  subject  came 
up  last  week,  it  was  comparatively  new  to  me.  I  had 
had  but  very  little  opportunity  to  investigate  it,  but 
since  then  I  have  been  to  the  locality  and  have  ob- 
tained some  figures  and  facts  which  I  think  this  Board 
of  Aldermen  should  have  before  they  vote  upon  the 
question  now  before  ns.  As  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, it  is  proposed  to  put  this  stable  on  a  square 
formed  by  Washington  and  Groton  streets.  Shawmut 
avenue,  Medford  court,  and  Briggs's  place.  The  lot 
fronts  on  Washington  street,  is  2()ti  feet  deep,  and  has 
109  feet  on  Briggs's  place  in  the  rear.  It  is  proposed 
to  put  up  a  building  103  feet  square,  and  113  feet  high, 
with  four  stories.  That  building  will  be  placed  as 
near  to  the  adjacent  buildings  as  it  can  be  without 
disturbing  the  abutters'  walls.  On  the  sides  the  wall 
will  be  within  21  inches  of  the|abutters',  and  within  38 
feet  of  the  brick  buildings  in  front.  On  the  front 
lot  there  is  already  a  building  five  stories  high,  and 
sixty-five  feet  deep,  and  the  passage  from  the  front 
to  the  rear  is  by  an  archway  eleven  feet  four  inches 
in  width.  There  will  be  two  double  windows  in  the 
basement  story,  fronting  «n  Briggs  place;  there  are 
to  be  two  double  windows  and  a  door  on  the  first 
story,  I  think,  and  on  the  second  and  third  stories 
there  are  two  double  windows,  while  on  the  fourth 
story  there  will  be  four  large  windows,  running  the 
whole  length  across.  On  each  end  there  will  be  seven- 
ty-five windows,  thirty  of  which  will  have  small 
lights,  and  the  remainder  will  be  large  windows,  to 
be  raised  up  and  down.  The  front  will  be  filled  up 
with  windows  and  doors.  The  question  for  us  today 
is,  to  decide  how  great  a  nuisance  a  stable  of  this 
kind  will  be.  That  it  is  a  nuisance  is  decided  by  the 
law,  which  says  that  no  one  shall  erect  a  sta- 
ble or  keep  horses  in  a  stable  without  get- 
ting a  permit  from  the  city.  That  fixes  the  fact 
that    it    is    a    nuisance,    a    disadvantage    to    the 
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neighborhood,  iliat  it deteriorates  i  In-  value  of  prop- 
erty, and  that  it  is  unhealthful.  I  say  it  fixes  that 
ftict;  otherwise,  why  have  the  law?  Why  not  allow 
them  to  put  horses  into  any  building?  Why  make 
any  law  about  it?  80,  the  point  being  settled,  that 
it  is  a  nuisance,  and  that  it  does  deteriorate  the 
value  of  property,  it  is  for  us  to  decide  how  much 
of  a  nuisance  it  is.  You  will  hear  in  mind  that  on 
each  side,  within  twenty  inches  of  the  abutters, 
there  are  two  smull  stables,  and  I  cannot  conceive  of 
a  greater  nuisance  10  the  abutters  than  that.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  alone  is  sufficient  rea- 
son for  this  Board  to  say  that  a  stable  shall 
not  be  put  into  that  building.  I  understand 
that  the  building  can  be  built,  but  this  Board 
should  say  that  horses  shall  not  be  put  into  a 
stable  so  near  to  dwelling  houses  as  these  are.  Re- 
member, sir,  that  when  once  a  permit  is  given,  that 
after  the  horses  get  into  this  stable,  they  will  tell 
you  that  they  can  do  as  they  have  a  mind  to,  so  long 
as  they  do  not  make  such  a  nuisance  that  the  Board 
of  Health" will  tell  them  to  remove  it.  What  are  the 
facts  in  this  case?  There  are  the  small  stables  which 
are  full  now.  The  petitioner  comes  here  and  says 
that  unless  we  allow  him  to  put  all  his  horses  into 
the  hew  building,  he  will  put  them  into  the  small 
brick  stable.  Instead  of  that  small  stable,  do  you 
propose  to  allow  him  to  have  a  large  stable,  about  a 
hundred  feet  square,  in  which  he  intends  to  put  six- 
ty-four horses,  and  then  to  come  here  and  say,  "I 
want  128  horses,  or  158;— I  have  sixty-four  now, 
what  are  the  objections  to  the  remainder?"  The 
Board  would  be  very  likely  to  say  they  do  not  see  any 
objection  to  having  the  remainder.  He  has  just 
got  them  there  and  we  cannot  help  it.  Now,  sir, 
the  question  is  as  to  the  amount  of  nuisance  or 
damage  to  the  neighborhood.  That  it  is  a  nuisance, 
no  one  will,  I  think,  for  a  moment  question.  The 
amount  of  nuisance  is  for  us  to  decide.  That  I  might 
more  easily  decide  t  lie  question.  I  went  to  a  gentle- 
man at  the  South  End,  who  owns  a  large  amount  of 
real  estate,  and  asked  him  if  we  allowed  the  Brig- 
ham  htirs  to  build  a  stable  there,  as  they  proposed, 
would  it  be  a  disadvantage  to  the  neighborhood,  to  the 
dwelling  houses,  and  he  responded  at  once,  "To 
some  of  the  houses  it  would  be  a  damage  of  fifty  per 
cent.,  to  all  of  them,  twenty-five  percent."  I  then 
asked  another  gentleman,  who  is  a  large  real  estate 
buyer  and  seller,  what  the  damage  would  be, 
and  he  responded  at  once,  "twenty-five  per 
cent."  I  then  called  upon  one  of  the  asses- 
sors of  the  city,  who  is  a  dealer  in  real  es- 
tate, and  an  auctioneer,  and  asked  him  how  much 
damage  it  would  cause  to  place  a  stable  in  that  vicin- 
ity. His  response,  at  once,  was,  "I  cannot  sell  a 
house  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  stable  for  twen- 
tv-five  per  cent,  of  what  it  would  bring  if  it  were 
clear  away  from  anything  like  a  stable."  After 
learning  this,  I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  this  sta- 
ble would  beat  least  a  damage  of  twenty  five  per 
cent,  to  the  houses  in  the  vicinity.  This  board  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  gentlemen  who  live  in  these 
houses  are  mostly  of  the  middle  class  who  are  able  to 
buy  houses  worth  only  from  six  to  seven  thousand 
dollars,  and  then,  by  mortgaging  it  back  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  purchase  money;  that  they  have  lived 
there  for  the  last  twenty-five  years;  that  some 
have  quite  a  number  of  children,  and  that  they 
cannot  afford  to  sell  their  houses  and  go  some- 
where else,  as  if  they  were  of  the  richer  classes. 
They  are  of  the  class  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  protect  from  nuisances.  I  never  trouble  my- 
self about  a  rich  man,  for  he  can  take  care  of  him- 
self. Any  man  who  has  got  money  enough  can  take 
care  of  himself,  but  one  who  has  labored  from  day  ta 
day  is  the  man  we  are  called  upon  to  protect  in  his 
rights.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  protect  him. 
Those  are  the  men  who  live  in  these  narrow  courts 
and  streets;  they  come  to  us  and  ask  us  to  protect 
their  property.  They  will  be  obliged  to  hell  at,  a  sac- 
rifice, or  move  away,  or  risk  the  health  of  their  wives 
and  children.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
effect  that  this  stable  will  have  upon  this  property, so 
far  as  the  city  is  concerned.  The  whole  amount  tax- 
ed upon  this  property  in  the  square,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  the  other  streets  named,  is  A  loO.OOO; 
of  this  amount  $100,0(10  are  taxed  to  the  Brigham 
heirs,  and  there  are  10,700  feet  of  land, with  the  stores 
in  front.  The  10,000  feet  in  the  rear  lot  is  taxed  at 
$1  50  a  foot,  or  $10,400  for  the  entire  land  that  it  is 
proposed  to  build  this  stable  upon.  The  buildings 
are  now  taxed  for  five  thousand  dollars.  Now,  sir, 
you  deduct  from  that  the  four  houses  on  Washington 
street,  that  will  not  be  damaged  so  much  as  those  in 
the  rear,  and  you  have  $248,000  of  property  that  will 
be  damaged  twenty-five  per  cent. — so  that  the  dam- 
age to  the  taxable  property  in  this  immediate 
vicinity  will  be  $02,225.  I  think  we  need  go  no 
further  than  that,  and  say  that  the  interest  of  the 


city  demands  that  we  shall  not  allow  horses  to  go 
into  ihis  place.  There  is  one  thing  more  that  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to,  and  it  is  in 
response  to  what  the  Alderman  said  on  last  Monday 
in  regard  to  the  petitioners.  He  read  to  you  the 
names  of  the  ladies  who  petitioned  in  aid  of  this 
stable.  I  have  looked  to  see  where  these  ladies  live 
who  are  bo  interested  to  have  a  riding  school.  I  will 
read  to  you  the  location  of  their  residences— 
Pinckney  street,  Beacon,  Walnut,  Chestnut, 
Mount  Vernon,  Brimmer.  West  Cedar,  Arling- 
ton, Berkeley,  Newbury  and  Boylston  streets,  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  Ashburlon  place,  Chester  square, 
and  Hancock  street.  But  one  of  these  petitioners 
lives  within  a  mile  of  this  stable— pure,  disinter- 
ested friendship  for  Mr.  Smith  1  Ana  there  is  not 
one  of  those  ladies,  who,  if  you  had  asked  to  put  a 
stable  within  a  thousand  feet  of  her  house,  would 
have  scorned  you.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  petitioners,  it  is  precisely  the  same: 
there  is  hardly  one  who  is  within  a  mile  of  this 
place.  They  are  on  Beacon  and  Arlington  streets,— 
and  the  places  of  residence  are  given  in  the  same 
way  through  the  petition— these  petitioners  all  live 
quite  a  distance  from  where  the  stable  is -not  less 
than  a  mile.  Now,  sir,  I  have  here  the  remon- 
strances of  two  hundred  residents  of  the  vicinity. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  ask  whether  these  re- 
monstrances were  ever  presented  to  the  present  City 
Government. 

Alderman  Worthington— They  were  presented  to 
the  committee  and  were  considered  by  them. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  ask  whether  they  can 
properly  be  brought  before  the  Board  now. 

The  Chairman— The  remonstrances  are  not  before 
the  Board,  and  are  not  a  proper  subject  for  argument 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wanted  to  say  that  there 
are  20ti  remonstrants,  and  some  of  the  letters  are 
painful  to  read.  For  instance,  one  man  says,  "I  have 
a  wife  and  five  children;  I  should  be  obliged  to  move 
out  of  the  house  if  the  stable  comes  in  here; 
I  should  be  afraid  to  remain  here,  for  fear 
of  the  health  of  my  children."  Dr.  John  Flint  of 
No.  1  Union  Park,  says,  "I  coincide  with  the  views 
[of  the  remonstrants],  and  am  satisfied  that  a  stable 
located  in  such  proximity  to  the  dwelling  houses  in 
Briggs  place  and  Medford  court,  would  be  a  serious 
injury  to  the  health  of  those  dwelling  in  these 
courts."  Here  is.  a'so,  a  remonstrance  from  the 
occupants  of  Williams  Market,  and  there  are  many 
ethers  of  like  tenor.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  say,  but  to  hope  that  this  substitute 
order  should  not  pass,  because  I  think  it  would  be  a 
serious  disadvantage  to  the  city  for  taxable  property, 
and  a  detriment  to  the  large  number  of  people  living 
in  that  section.  We  should  protect  them,  just  as  is 
provided  for  by  this  very  law.  The  .■  have  no  course 
left  but  to  come  here  and  claim  protection  for  them- 
selves, their  wives  and  their  children.  I  think  we 
should  refuse  to  pass  this  substitute  order. 

Alderman  Power — If  one  fortieth  part  is  true  of 
what  the  Alderman  wishes  to  convey,  I  do  not  see 
how  any  of  us  ever  reached  the  age  which  permits  us 
to  occupy  these  chairs,  for  I  believe  quite  a  number 
of  us  have  had  a  little  something  to  do  with  a  farm, 
or  were  born  and  brought  up  in  the  neighborhood  of 
stables,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  have  lived  beyond 
infancy  if  the  effect  of  stables  is  so  bad  as  he  would 
have  us  believe.  Now,  the  Alderman  says,  here  is  a 
question  for  us  to  settle.  I  take  his  entire  argument 
and  I  say  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  made  in  favor  of 
the  erection  of  this  stable  there.  He  say's  the  whoje 
property  is  assessed  at  $400,000,  of  which  the  heirs 
of  William  Brigham  own  one-quarter.  Now,  who  is 
to  suffer?  Whatever  the  damage  will  be,  William 
Brigham's  heirs  will  suffer  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  Yet,  the  gentleman  says,  that  should  settle 
the  question.  He  believes  that  the  heirs  of 
William  Brigham  have  a  love  for  money  just  as  much 
as  men  of  business  generally  have;  and  would  not 
they  be  the  last  to  do  anything  to  injure  their  prop- 
erty? Are  they  going,  wilfully,  to  sacrifice  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  their  property?  Why,  sir,  it  is  the 
very  best  argument  in  the  world  why  they  should  be 
permitted  to  have  this  stable  there.  But  the  gentle- 
man, with  his  very  limited  knowledge  of  city  affairs, 
says  the  fact  that  they  have  to  come  here  to  get  a 
permit  is  proof  that  it  is  a  nuisance.  Why,  a  man 
cannot  build  a  woodshed  without  coming  here  to  get 
a  permit.  He  has  stated  the  places  where  those 
ladies  live;  well,  there  is  no  place  in  the  city  where 
stables  are  thicker  than  on  Beacon  street,  and  yet 
land  is  $12  a  foot.  This  is  too  good  a  place  for  resi- 
dences, "and  they  must  give  way  for  business.  I 
would  uot  vote  for  or  tolerate  a  stable  there  did  I  not 
feel  certain  that  the  laud  is  worth  more  for  business,  . 
and  I  did  not  think  the  people  owning  property  there 
would  be  greatly  benefited  pecuniarily.      Now,   as  I 
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have  said,  a  first-class  establishment  of  this  kind  is 
just  as  much  a  ne  ;essity  in  the  community  as  dwell- 
ings, and  I  say  it  will  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  property  there.  And  no  better  argument  can  be 
used  than  the  mere  fact  that  the  heirs  of  William 
Brigham  own  a  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
property  there,  and  they  certainly  cannot  wish  to  do 
anything  that  will  injure  their  property.  The  Alder- 
man has  no  right  to  assume  what  the  petitioner  may 
do  after  he  obtains  this  permit;  he  has  no  right  to  go 
beyond  this  petition.  There  is  a  stable  there  now  in 
which  he  has  the  privilege  of  keeping  more  horses 
than  the  number  named  in  the  petition.  They  pro- 
pose to  build  a  first-class  stable  there,  with  all  the 
modern  improvements,  and  to  take  the  horses  out 
of  this  old  structure  and  put  them  into  thenew  one. 
They  have  got  their  stables  already  and  can  keep 
their  horses  there.  They  have  that  right,  and  the 
City  Solicitor  has  informed  this  Board  that  when 
they  have  that  right  already,  it  cannot  be  taken  away 
unless  they  are  proven  to  be  a  nuisance.  The  neigh- 
bors have  not  yet  proved  the  stables  to  be  a  nuisance. 
In  regard  to  the  remonstrants  to  whom  the  Alderman 
has  referred,  I  suppose  it  is  known  to  this  Beard  that 
the  owners  of  that  land  have  been  trying  for  years  to 
get  permission  to  put  up  a  new  building  there.  The 
owners  of  this  property  have  made  up  their  minds 
that  residences  will  not  pay  them  so  well  as  a  build- 
ing constructed  for  business  purposes.  They 
have  repeatedly  tried  to  get  permission  to  erect 
a  building  for  mechanical  purposes,  but  the 
owners  of  adjacent  property  have  come  here 
and  remonstrated  against  everything  that  has 
been  attempted.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  it  has  got  to 
be  a  sort  of  persecution.  The  owners  of  land  about 
there  have  always  had  light  and  air,  and  they  know 
that,  anything  that  is  built  there  will  shut  out  the 
light.    If  a  dwelling  house  is   built,  that  will  do  it. 


Alderman  Worthington—  I  wish  to  correct  the  Al- 
derman. I  had  the  statement  from  the  architect  that 
the  plans  had  been  changed,  and  that  the  building  is 
to  be  sixty  feet  in  height. 

Alderman  Power— I  presume  it  is  no  use  to  waste 
time.  Members  of  this  Board  have  been  on  the 
ground  and  have  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  pro- 
priety ol  granting  or  refusing  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. I  suppose  that  they  all  understand  the 
condition  of  the  premises  and  the  existence  of  the 
stables,  and  I  hope  that  most  of  them  have  seen  the 
plans  of  the  building  that  is  proposed  to  be  put 
there.  I  shall  therefore  take  up  no  further  time  up- 
on the  subject.  I  hope  the  order  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  will  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  Alderman  Power's  substi- 
tute order  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
it  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

The  question  recurred  on  Alderman  w  orthington's 
motion  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  yeas  and 
nays  weie  ordered,  and  the  motion  prevailed— 8  for, 
4  against,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power— 4. 

BEPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  petitions  of  J.  &  H.  K.  Os- 
born  et  al.,  for  the  repeal  of  the  order  passed  Jan.  19, 
1874,  for  the  removal  of  projecting  signs  on  the 
"Burnt  District,"  and  the  petition  of  Lewis,  Brown 
&  Co. ,  el.  al. ,  f or  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  order. 
The  committee,  having  given  a  full  hearing  to  the 
petitioners  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  having 
fully  considered  the  subject,  would  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  for  the  repeal  of  the  order  have  leave 
to  withdraw.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Brooks,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  reported  an 
order  authorizing  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company  to  build  a  coal  elevator  on 
their  wharf  on  Commercial  street,  according  to  their 
petition  referred  to  said  committee,  and  an  applica- 
tion on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  order  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  on  the  requests  of 
he  Board  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Buildings, 


for  additional  office  room.  The  committee  find  not 
only  the  departments  named  in  want  of  more  room, 
but  others  in  the  City  Hall  in  a  like  situation.  In 
order  that  the  committee  may  have  some  comprehen- 
sive plan  of  action  upon  which  all  the  departments 
seeking  relief  may  be  accommodated,  they  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  consider  »nd  report  some  plan  for 
the  relief  of  the  various  departments  now  occupying 
City  Hall,  and  requiring  more  room  and  facilities  for 
city  business. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris— 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  Charlestown  passed 
an  order,  Dec.  22,  1873,  to  pay  the  members  of  the 
police  of  that  city  the  amounts  which  they  paid  for 
their  badges  when  they  return  them,  and  to  carry 
into  effect  said  order,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for 
payment  the  amount  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
requirements  of  said  order  of  the  late  City  Council 
of  Charlestown,  upon  the  delivery  to  him  of  the 
aforesaid  badges,  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
place  the  badges  received  by  him  in  theJchargeJoQ.ho 
Chief-of-Police— said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Bead  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Municipal 
Court  for  the  Charlestown  District,  and  serve  such 
processes,  precepts  and  orders  as  may  be  committed 
to  them,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  beginning  at  the  date  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Alderman  Harris— Thit  order  is  submitted  from 
ths  fact  that  the  Judge  there  has  designated  three 
officers  which  seems  to  be  essential  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  order  of  the  court.  This  matter  has 
been  considered  by  the  committee,  and  although  it  is 
$600  more  than  the  officers  of  the  Southern  District 
at  the  Highlands  have,  nevertheless  we  think  it  is 
sufficient  work  for  the  money.  There  is  a  different 
class  of  people  there,  and  there  are  more  of  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  inquire  whether  it  is 
any  increase  from  what  the  city  of  Charlestown 
paid. 

Aiderman  Harris— It  comes  under  another  law. 
The  officers  there  were  provided  for  by  Middlesex 
County,  and  I  don't  think  the  city  of  Charlestown 
was  ever  called  upon  to  pay  anything  for  them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  order  was  laid 
over  for  one  week. 

On  rnotion  of  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  all 
expenses  arising  from  the  care  and  superintendence 
of  the  Maiden  Bridge,  including  the  lighting  of  the 
lamps  thereon,  be  paid  from  the  funds  now  in  the 
hands  of  Linus  E.  Pearson  (late  City  Treasurer  of 
Charlestown),  which    are  held  by  him  for  such  pur- 

Eoses,  whenever  bills  therefor  shall  be  presented  to 
im  properly  allowed  and  certified  by  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  why  the  first  of  May  was 
specially  named  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Harris— I  understand  that  the  financial 
year  expires  on  the  30th  of  April.  The  late  Treasurer 
of  Charlestown  has  a  trust  fund  on  hand  for  this 
bridge,  and  it  is  intended  to  pay  for  these  repairs  out 
of  that  fund,  by  which  the  city  treasury  will  be  re- 
lieved so  much. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
members  of  the  Social  Law  Library  for  the  use  of 
an  additional  room  in  the  Court  House  The  com- 
mittee find  that  the  room  desiied  hus  been  assigned 
for  other  purposes,  and  they  therefore  report  that 
action  at  present  is  inexpedient.     Accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  applications 
of  Thomas  P.  Drohan,  to  give  concert  at  Wait's  Hall, 
February  17;  P.  Connolly  etal.,  for  transfer  of  wagon 
licenses;  George  R.  Presby,  for  hack  stand  a-  corner 
of  Franklin  and  Congress  streets;  Jacob  Geib,  for  a 
billiard  license  at  corner  of  Stonghton  and  Hudson 
streets,  Ward  16;  E.  V.  S.  Williamson,  for  license  as 
an  auctioneer  at .  7!i.'l  Washington  street;  William  B. 
Haynes.  for  transfer  of  hack  license;  John  Harrison, 
for  pawnbroker's  license  at  No.  1  Garland  street; 
M.  Stalkowski,  for  pawnbroker's  license  at  1931  Wash- 
ington street;  Myer  Abrahams,  for  pawnbroker's 
license  at  18  Salem  street:  F.  Kolbach,  12  Oak  street. 
C.  L.  Beiier,  18  Hayward  place,  and  Daniel  Connolly, 
379  Hanover  street,  for  victualler's  license;  John 
Fay,  l.")92  Washington  street,  and  F.  S.  Wright,  City 
Point,  for  innhoklcr's  license.     Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow.  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  M.  H. 
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Farnnm,    River    street,    Mattapan,    for    victualler's 
license.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Piescott— 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  temporary  accom- 
modations for  the  Lewis  School;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Seboolhousee,  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Piescott,  fi'om  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets, reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  application  of 
George  W.  Squire  for  leave  to  transfer  to  Edward  D. 
Kimball  one-half  of  lease  of  stalls  Nos.  :j7  and  39  and 
cellar  No.  7  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 
Accepted. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Nickerson  to  be 
paid  for  land  taken  to  widen  Heath  street,  that  as  the 
records  of  the  former  city  of  Roxbury  show  the  land 
referred  to  as  taken  into  Heath  street  to  have  been 
no  part  of  the  petitioner's  property,  action  on  the 
petition  is  unnecessary.  Accepted. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris, 
Ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Hoard,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1873,  to  pay  T.  H.  Parker  and  others 
$5523  35.  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  widening  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  of  December  11, 1872,  be  and  the  same  hereby 
is  rescinded,  the  claim  having  been  entered  and  set- 
tled in  court. 
Passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Edward  E.  Salisbury,  $104,1100,  widening  of  Wash- 
ington and  Summer  streets. 

John  B.  Alley,  $210,  widening  Seaverns  avenue  by 
the  town  of  West  Roxbnry. 

Rt.  Rev.  John  J.  Williams.  $31113  70,  widening  Har- 
rison avenue. 

William  Minot,  trustee,  $5589,  widening  Federal 
street. 

Heirs  Nathaniel    Snow,   $5980,   widening  Federal 
street. 
Severally  passed. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Joshua  Benson,  Hiram  Johnson,  John  Thomas,  S.  S. 
Riddell,  and  C.  Menslage,  to  occupy  stables;  and 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  William  H.  Bennett 
for  same.     Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 
Ordered,  That  the  members  of  this  Board  appoint- 
ed to  constitute  the  Committee  on  Cemeteries   be  ap- 
pointed the  Committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  Stebbins— After  a  careful  examination  of 
the  ordinance  establishing  a  Board    of  Health,  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter 
of    burials   properly  belongs   to  that  board,  and   this 
order  is  offered  in  view  of  that  opinion. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Aklciman  Stebbins— 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  ami  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be,  and  they  are  hereby  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  so  much  of  section  twenty-three  as  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  a   committee   on   cemeteries, 
and  insert  in  place  thereof  "a  committee  on  the  City 
Registrar's  Department, 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  be  appointed  to  act  as  a 
standing  committee  on  Cedar  drove  Cemetery. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At   present   there  is  no  com- 
mittee to  look  after  the  affairs  of  Cedar  drove   Cem- 
etery,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  Committee  on 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  should  have  the  power  to  do 
so. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins— 
Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land,  together  with  the 
buildings    thereon    standing,  and  known  as  the  Poor 
House  Farm,  in  Ward  111,  be  and   the   same  is  hereby 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Alderman  Stebbins— In  connection  with  this  order 
I   would   state   that  this  piece'   of   property  is  in  no- 
body's charge  now.    A  party  is  occupying  the  house, 
but  nobody  has  charge  of  the  land. 
The  order  was  passed. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall- 
Ordered,  That   the  petition  of  James  McLaughlin 
and  ot tiers,  for   the  raising  of   the   grade  of  portions 
of  East  Dcdhain  and  Hamburg  streets,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  1870,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 
Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  $26  41  be  refunded;to  Warren  Lin- 
coln, on  account  of  erroneous  assessment   for   sewer 


in  Prescott  street ;  also,  that  $35  02  be  abated  from 
Arioch  Wentworth.  for  a  h«.t  in  Buckingham 
street,  and  the  same  amount  be  a--e-sed  upon  Ar- 
nold D  V.  Brown;  also,  that  $3s  12  be  abated  from 
Francis  M.  Hartnett  for  a  sewer  in  Summer  street, 
and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  James  M.  Bar- 
nard; also,  that  $201  113  be  abated  from  Albert  T. 
Stearns  for  a  sewer  on  Walnut  street. 
Passed. 

CITY  PROPERTY  IN  WARD  NINETEEN. 

Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  ordered  by  the  City 
Council  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  in  Ward  19,  is 
occupied;  also  as  to  the  expediency  of  selling  the 
same,  reported  that  they  found  that  the  building  is 
occupied  at  present  as  a  hotel,  the  proprietor  being  a 
tenant  at  will. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  the  sale  of  the  land  or 
buildings  at  present  expedient  from  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  probability  that  the  stable  will  be  required 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Health  and  Paving  de- 
partments, and  a  portion  of  the  hotel  building  for 
the  use  of  the  Police  Department;  also,  there  are 
street. improvements  and  extensions  of  the  same  in 
progress  in  that  neighborhood  which  contemplate 
the  raking  of  a  portion  of  the  land  contained  in  the 
hotel  lot.  The  committee  recommended  the  closing 
of  the  hotel  forthwith,  as  set  forth  in  the  .accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  notify  the  present  occupant  of  the 
city  building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  to 
vacate  said  premises  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
April,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Board  to  close 
that  hotel  before  the  first  day  of  April. 

Alderman  Emery— In  answer  to  the  Alderman  I 
would  state  that  it  is  generally  considered  that  when 
parties  pay  their  rent  monthly  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  month's  notice  from  the  time  when  they  pay 
their  rent.  That  is  the  general  rule,  but  there  are 
exceptional  cases  where  the  title  to  property  changes; 
then  the  occupants  would  at  once  become  subject  to 
removal  without  any  notice;  I  have  taken  no  legal 
advice  on  the  subject,  but  those  were  the  views  of 
the  committee  as  expressed  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  wish  there  were  some 
way  of  doing  it  before  that  time.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  in  possession  of  property  where  the  law  is  vio- 
lated every  hour  in  the  day.  Our  police  should  close 
it  at  once.  We  should  endeavor  to  find  same  way  or 
other  to  close  up  that  place,  though  I  don't  know 
how  it  can  be  done.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Peters— There  is  nothing  from  the  com- 
mittee to  show  that  there  is  a  bar  kept  in  the  hotel. 
I  do  not.  think  the  question  of  a  bar  being  there  is 
before  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  this 
extraordinary  zeal  just  now  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, for  the  city  has  allowed  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
other  places  as  well  as  this.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  there  are  bar  rooms  in  Quincy  Hall  Market, 
where  liquor  is  sold  every   day   in  the   week. 

Alderman  Harris— Do  t  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  liquor  is  soid  in  (Quincy  Market? 

Alderman  Power — Yes,  sir,  I  do.  Why  this 
haste  to  turn  Mr.  Wilson  out?  He  is  just  as 
good  as  any  other  man.  I  think  he  has  been  consid- 
ered a  good  citizen  in  Brighton,  and  has  conformed 
to  the  laws  as  well  as  other  good  citizens  there.  I 
do  not  see  why  he  shouid  not  be  treated  fairly,  aiad 
have  a  reasonable  time  to  give  him  a  chance  to  move 
his  goods  out  of  the  house.  Furthermore,  if  he  pays 
his  rent  monthly  he  cannot  be  put  out. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  said  nothing 
against  Mr.  Wilson;  but  he  is  selling  liquor  and 
breaking  the  law  every  hour  in  the  day.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  he  should  remain  there  till  the 
first  of  April,  if  he  will  stop  breaking  the  law.  and 
bringing  disgrace  upon  the  city.  Look  at  the  position 
we  are  placed  in.  We  are  liable  to  an  indictment 
any  day  by  the  grand  jury  for  breaking  this  law.  We 
should  stop  breaking  the  law,  and  if  there  is  a  place 
in  Fanueil  Hall  where  the  law  is  broken,  I  will  pledge 
myself  to  go  after  it.  This  is  a  burning  disgrace  to 
the  city  of  Boston 

Alderman  Emery— The  committee  were  under  the 
apprehension  at  the  time  they  made  their  exami- 
nation, and  also  when  they  made  their  report 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  party  keeping 
the  place  such  time  as  the  law  required.  I  appre- 
hend that  if  he  pays  his  rent  monthly,  and  the  city 
or  the  authorities  from  whom  he  hired,  accepts  it,  he 
would  be  entitled  to  that  length  of  time  before  he 
could  be  turned  out.  It  may  be  that  there  has  been 
a  change  of  title,  that  would  make  him 
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I  am  well  aware  that  where  property  is  transferred 
from  one  party  to  another,  the  occupant  can  be  put 
out  without  any  notice  at  all.  In  this  case  we  con- 
cluded that  he  was  entitled  to  the  regular  notice,  and 
that  was  recommended.  If  we  can  make  the  time 
shorter  I  have  no  objection. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  in  the  habit  of  doing  the 
city's  business  just  as  I  attend  to  my  own  private 
affairs.  The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  Ward 
seems  to  know  what  kind  of  business  is  done  there. 
I  do  not.  If  I  owned  the  place,  and  should'try  t»  get 
him  out,  I  should  treat  him  with  some  courtesy.  He 
can  be  indicted,  but  so  long  at  he  is  not  indicted  we 
can  treat  him  with  courtesy.  I  think  the  report  of 
the  committee  is  a  very  fair  one.  It  is  of  no  use  to 
treat  a  man  discourteously. 

Alderman  Peters — I  agree  with  Alderman  Cutter. 
This  liquor  question  has  been  brought  before  this 
Board  only  by  the  heart-broken  confessions  of  the 
gentleman  on  my  right.  I  don't  know  why  the  pro- 
prietor should  be  treated  discourteously. 

Alderman  Worthinaton— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  if  he  would  let  a  building  for  the  sale  of 
liquor.  I  assume  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  land- 
lord with  tenants  breaking  the  law  every  hour  in  the 
day. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  some  twelve  stores  in  this 
city,  and  I  do  not  let  any  of  them  for  the  sale  of 
liquor.  I  let  them  for  a  less  rent  than  I  would  if  I 
let  them  for  the  sale  of  liquor.  If  I  were  the  city  of 
Boston  I  would  not  let  a  place  for  the  sale  of  liquor. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  place  where  the  law  is  broken 
every  hour  in  the  day. 

Alderman  Power— I  stated  that  they  were  selling 
liquor  in  Q.uincy  Hall  Market.  I  believe  that  ale  and 
cider  are  just  as  much  restricted  by  the  law  as  whiskey 
and  gin.  Therefore  I  class  it  as  breaking  the  law  to 
sell  ale  or  cider  just  as  much  as  the  selling  of  whiskey 
or  gin.  They  sell  both  ale  and  cider  in  Quincy  Hall 
Market. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REQUESTS    FOR  ADDITIONAL  . 

Alderman  Brooks  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  respectfully  represent  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars  will  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 


year.  The  following  statement  will  sbow  the  nature 
of  the  expenditures  to  date:  Salaries,  ftl\!,35l.!; 
printing,  stationery  and  advertising,  $1151)  96;  fares 
and  tolls.  $389  41;  taking  down  unsafe  walls  after 
fire  of  May  30,  $711  19;  examination  of  buildings 
with  relation  to  fire  escapes,  $997  5(1;  horse  keeping 
and  repairs  of  vehicle,  harnets.  etc.,  $683  37;  signs 
for  unsafe  buildings.  $42  75;  maps,  plans  and  sur- 
veyor's fees,  s->01;  expenses  of  committee,  $457  10: 
total,  $10,935  58.  Appropriation.  $l!i,S()ii;  deficiency, 
$135  58.  The  following  expenditures  were  not  esti- 
mated for  and  included  in  the  annual  appropriation: 
Examination  of  buildings  with  relation  to  fire  es- 
capes, made  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  S997  5(1; 
taking  down  unsafe  walls  after  lire  of  May  3(1,  #744  49; 
maps,  plans,  signs  and  surveyor's  fees,  $343  75;  ex- 
tra clerical  assistance,  $1511:  exchanging  horse,  $100; 
printing  digest  of  laws  and  ordinance,  and  extra  print- 
ing occasioned  by  alteration  in  KiiiMiii"  law,  S3  19  35- 
expense  of  committee,  $457  10-  total,  S3.::)3  19. 
Your  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  ask 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  three  thousi  ' 
three  hundred  dollars,  to  meet  tUe  expenses  of 
department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  respect- 
fully request  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  be  made  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  House  of  Correction  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  During  the  past  summer,  owing  to  a 
change  in  one  ef  the  contracts  for  labor  of  prisoners, 
it  became  necessary  to  purchase  an  additional  num- 
ber of  sewing  machines  for  the  proper  employment 
of  the  prisoners,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  institution 
since  May  1.  1873,  lias  been  513  against  an  average  of 
400  for  the  previous  financial  year,  being  an  increase 
of  37  per  cent.  The  increased  cost  of  subsistence 
alone  for  this  enlarged  number  has  been  $0ii(in,  and 
this  amount,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  sewing 
machines,  has  so  far  reduced  the  appropriation  as  to 
render  necessary  this  request  for- an  additional  ap- 
propriation. Respectfully, 

_  m  J-  P.  Bradlee,  President. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    5,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  held  at  half-paBt  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard  of  Ward  4.  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Lucy  Hartshorn,  William  Burns,  Wal- 
ter Everett  (Colonel  Fifth  Infantry),  and  Company 
K,  First  Infantry,  and  notice  from  Mitchell  &  Smith, 
severally  referred;  and  invitation  from  N.  P.  Banks 
Veteran  Corps,  to  attend  a  lecture,  accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  to  be 
authorized  to  build  a  coal  elevator  upon  their  wharf 
on  Commercial  street.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  additional  temporary  accommo- 
dations to  be  provided  for  the  Lewis  School. 

Mr.  West  cf  Ward  16— As  these  accommodations 
are  needed  immediately  for  a  grammar  clasB  juBt  pro- 
moted from  the  primary  schools,  I  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading. 

The  rules  were  suspended — 41  for,  0  against,  and 
the  order  was  passed. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery be  appointed  to  act  as  a  standing  committee  on 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.    Passed. 

Order  placing  the  Poorhouse  Farm  in  Ward  19  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Commttee  on  Public  Buildings  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  various  departments 
requiring  more  room  and  facilities  for  city  business. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  cancel  the  lease  held  by  Thomas  W.  Carter 
of  the  buildings  on  a  part  of  the  City  Hospital  Wharf, 
and  to  authorize  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  to 
make  a  new  lease  to  said  Carter  of  buildings  aud  land 
(37,027  square  feet),  for  a  term  of  eight  years  from 
January  1,  1874,  for  the  sum  of  $3250  per  annum,  on 
certain  conditions.    Passed. 

Requests  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  and 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  for  additional  appropriations,  sever- 
ally referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

ELECTIONS  OP  CITT  OFFICERS. 

Certificates  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  election  by  that  Board  of  a  City  Messen- 
ger, Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  Clerk  of 
Committees,  Assessors,  City  Solicitor,  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets,  City  Registrar,  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  Water  Registrar  and  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands,  and  on  motion  the  Council  proceeded 
to  an  election  for  each  of  the  officers  named,  with 
the  following  result: 

City  Messenger.  Committee  to  Collect  and  Count. 
Votes—  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Day  of  Ward  1 
and  Jennings  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice. . .  .30 

Alvah  H.  Peters  had 58 

and  he  was  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  Committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes:  Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1, 
Cawley  of  Ward  2,  and  Leach  of  Ward  10. 

"Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 80 

James  C.Tucker  had 54 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

Jonas  Smith 1 

Blank 2 

and  James  C.  Tucker  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes:  Messrs.  Cudworth  of  Ward  11,  Warren 
of  Ward  12,  Whiston  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 2R 

James  M.  Bugbee  had 54 

John  Jones 1 

and  James  M.  Bugbee  was  declared  elected   in   con- 
currence. 

Assessors.  Pending  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  proceed  to  an  election  for  Assessors  by  Mr.  Har- 
rington of  Ward  8,  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  asked 
leave  to  introduce  an  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man he  is  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the  rule  estab- 
lished by  the  Common  Council  requires  that  onlv 
papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  be  consid- 
ered at  the  present  time. 


Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— As  that  order  has  some- 
thing in  relation  to  the  assessments  of  last  year,  I 
desire  that  the  Council  should  hear  it  read.  I  there- 
fore move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  that  the  order 
may  be  introduced. 

The  President  put  the  question,  and  it  appeared 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  have  the 
order  read,  that  the  Council  may  know  whether  it  is 
proper  to  be  introduced.  -■ 

The  President  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  requested  to 
measure  and  survey  all  the  real  estate  now  awned  by 
the  Boston  Wharf  Corporation,  so  called,  and  report 
the  same  to  this  Council. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  and  allow 
the  order  to  be  introduced— 0  for,  37  against,  and  the 
election  was  ordered. 

Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  Thacher  of  Ward 
15,  and  Bprague  of  Ward  4,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes: 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Thomas  Hill  had 59 

Benjamin  Cushing 58 

Horace  Smith 43 

Thomas  J.  Bancroft 59 

Daniel  H.  Whitney 45 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 30 

Edward  F.  Eobinson 8 

LThere  was  one  ballot  bearing  six  names  which  was 
not  counted.] 

And  Messrs.  Hill,  Cushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
Whitney  were  declared  elected. 

City  Solicitor.  Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Brackett  of  Ward 
10  and  Minot  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  votes '. 60 

Necessaryto  achoice 31 

John  P.  Healy  had 53 

I'. I)i     t.\  ,    M;).!,;l,.i  .  ;; 

G.  A.  Somerby 2 

George  A.  Shaw , l 

[There  was  one  ballot  for  City  Registrar  which  was 
not  counted.] 
John  P.  Healy  was  declared  elected. 
Superintendent  of  Streets.     Committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes— Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  and  Long  of  Ward  22. 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

X  en  -usury  to  a  choice. 29 

Charles  Harris  had 54 

Samuel  Strong 1 

C.B.McVey 1 

and  Charles  Harris  was  declared  elected. 

City  Registrar.  Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  Martin  of  Ward  7, 
Beal  of  Ward  16. 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonlo  had 49 

K.B.Rankin... 2' 

Charles  M.  Hinkley 5 

And  Nicholas  A.  Apollouio  was  declared  elected. 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.      Committee  to   collect 
and  count  votes— Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9.  Train  of 
Ward  13,  and  Sibley  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  number  of  votes.: 60 

Necessary  to  »  choice m 

William  II.  Bradley 44 

Joseph  J.  I.cighton v, 

F.P.Moseley 1 

and  one  for  an  ineligible  candidate. 
William  H.  Bradley  was  declared  elected. 
Superintmdent   of   Common   and  Public   Grounds. 
Committee    to    collect    and   count   votes— Messrs. 
Crowley  of  Ward  7,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  and  Martin  of 
Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  achoice 28 

John  Galvin  had 37 

Herman  Grundell 17 

And  John  Galvin  was  declared  elected. 
Water  Registrar.    Committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes— Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17 
and  Barry  of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

William  F.  Davie  ha. 1 52 

E.  B.  Rankin 3 

and  William  F.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

Superintendents  of  Public  Lands— Committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes— Messrs.  Bearce  of  Ward  11, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  and  Mooney  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Robert"  W.  Hall  ha1 51 

William  B.  Smart 1 

Richard  J.  Feneliey 2 

and  Robert  W.  Hall  was  declared  elected. 
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Commitsiouer  of  Ctclar  (iron  (e/m-tmj.  Report 
nominating  Albe  C.  Clark,  Commissioner  of  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  said  Clark  as  such  Commissioner,  were  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 
the  rules  were  suspended,  5U  for,  D  against,  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16,  Brown  of  Ward  8  and  Sweat  of  Ward  14 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes. 

"Whole  number  of  votes 53 

Necessary  fur  a  choice 27 

Aloe  C.  Clark  had 8» 

E.B.Rankin 14 

and  Albe  C.  Clark  was  declared  elected. 

Harbor  Master.  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  present- 
ed a  report  from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Harbor  Master, 
recommending  the  election  of  John  T.  Gardner.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harring- 
ton of  Ward  8  the  rules  were  suspended,  37  for  and 
0  against,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Committee  appointed  to  collect  and  count  votes- 
Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  8.  Flately  of  Ward  4  and 
McCarty  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

John  T.  Gardner 48 

Washington  P.  Gregg 1 

J. K. Crowley 3 

William  B.  Smart 1 

Banfleld 1 

J.Hewins    1 

and  John  T.  Gardner  was  declared  elected. 

City  Surveyor— Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented 
a  report  from  the  joint  special  committee,  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  the  office  of  City  Surveyor, 
recommending  the  election  of  Thomas  W.  Davis. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt of  Ward  16,  the  rules  were  suspended,  47  fer  0 
against,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes— Messrs. 
Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  and  Ab- 
Dott  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 46 

Necessary  to  a  choice 24 

Thomas  W.  Darts 43 

James  F.  Marston 2 

E.  B.  Rankin 1 

and  Thomas  W.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

City  Enginea:  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented 
a  report  from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  city  engineer,  recommending  the 
election  of  Joseph  W.  Davis.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher,  the  rules 
were  suspended— 44  for,  0  against,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Whiston  of 
Ward  8,  and  Brackettof  Ward  10. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 41 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Joseph  P.  Davis  had 39 

E.B.  Rankin 4 

W.  H.  Cundy 1 

and  Joseph  P.  Davis  was  declared  elected. 

CITT  PROPERTY  IN  WARD     NINETEEN. 

Order  for  the  occupant  of  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  in, 
to  be  notified  to  vacate  said  premises  on  or  before  the 
1st  of  April  nest,  came  from  the  Aldermen  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  I  should  like,  Mr.  President, 
to  ask  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  who 
had  this  subject  under  investigation,  if  they  can  in- 
form this  Council  under  what  circumstances  the  city 
of  Boston  came  by  this  property.  I  have  been  told 
that  it  proposed  to  pay  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  this  property,  and  —  if  it  is  not  true  I  hope 
some  gentleman  will  state  the  truth— 1  have  been  in- 
formed that  it  was  purchased  by  the  town  of  Brighton 
after  the  question  of  annexation  had  become  a  fixed 
fact,  and  that  there  were  circumstances  surrounding 
the  whole  trade  which  are  hardly  creditable  to  any 
portion  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  to  the  people  who  man- 
aged that  sale  and  purchase.  Now,  sir,  before  I  shall 
vote  upon  one  side  or  the  other  of  this  question,  I 
shall  ascertain  the  facts,  if  I  can.  I  have  tieen  told, 
sir,  that  parties  interested  in  that  property  were  of- 
ficers of  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  transaction  which  is  corrupting,  it  ought 
to  be  frowned  down.  There  is  an  idea  which  is 
prominent  now  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton with  regard  to  this  matter  and  the  whole  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  Brighton  since  this  question 
of  annexation  was  settled"  which  is  not  credita- 
ble to  the  town.  It  has  been  stated  to  me 
that    the    town    of    Brighton    has   voted    to    pay 


three  thousand  dollars,  to  one  of  its  officers  holding 
the  two  offices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Town  Treasurer; 
firteen  hundred  dollars  for  each— after  annexation 
had  become  a  fixed  fact— after  the  vote  had  been 
passed— thus  taking  out  of  the  Treasury  money 
which  belonged  to  the  Treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston; 
and  thie  was  a  very  much  larger  amount  than  woul  1 
have  been  agreed  to,  if  the  Town  of  Brighton  had 
remained,  and  had  not  been  annexed.  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  that  it  is  taking  advantage  of  circumstances 
to  enrich  the  pockets  of  a  few.  My  intimations  may 
not  be  correct,  but  I  make  these  statements  here  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the  public, 
so  that  if  they  are  not  true,  they  may  be  denied, 
or  the  facts  proven.  Now,  sir,  if  we  are  to  be  con- 
stantly annexing  territory  to  Boston,  and  the  moment 
that  territory  is  annexed,  advantage  is  taken  of  cir- 
cumstances— or  the  moment  that  annexation  is 
carried,  and  while  the  Town  Authorities  have  mat- 
ters in  their  own  hands— that  they  unlawfully 
appropriate  money,  —  if  such  things  are  to  be- 
come patent  and  common  —  that  fact  had  bet- 
ter be  known  by  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I 
certainly  have  no  animosity  against  any  citizen  of 
Brighton,  but,  sir,  this  is  common  talk  about  the 
streets.  I  have  heard  it  through  the  City  Hall,  and  I 
have  heard  it  at  the  State  House,  I  hear  it  everywhere 
that  something  is  wrong.  Why,  Mr.  President,  by 
the  act  of  annexation  it  is  required  that  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  town  of  Brighton  shall  be  passed 
over,  before  the  second  Monday  of  January,  to  the 
officers  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  the  City  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  or  Auditor,  I  forget  which.  I  have  in- 
quired of  the  City  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Auditor 
whether  those  books  of  record  have  been  received 
and  they  say  no.  They  had  not  been  received  up  to 
today.  Now,  sir,  I  have  desired  to  exercise  the  privi- 
lege, the  right  to  examine  those  books  to  see  whatthe 
record  is  of  those  votes.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so,  but  before  I  shall  vote  with  regard 
to  this  property,  I  desire  to  know  the  whole  circum- 
stances with  regard  to  this  purchase,  and  the  action 
that  has  been  taken  since  the  purchase  has  been 
agreed  to.  I  am  told,  sir,  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
seventy  thousand  feet  of  this  Wilson's  Hotel  proper- 
ty is  in  the  street— a  public  highway.  If  that  is  so, 
we  ought  to  know  it.  If  anything  has  been  aone 
under  cover  which  will  not  bear  the  light  of  investi- 
gation, I  think  the  citizens,  taxpayers  and  voters  of 
Brighton,  and  the  whole  city,  are  entitled  to  have 
the  facts  known.  I  hope  that  no  action  will  be 
taken  until  the  books  have  been  received  by  the 
proper  officers,  as  required  by  the  act  of  annexation, 
and,  therefore,  I  trust  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  matter  will  either  be  postponed,  or  that  the 
order  may  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  will  not  make  a 
motion,  because,  perhaps,  some  gentleman  can  en- 
lighten the  Council  upon  the  question  I  have  raised 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  asked  for  information  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.  1  simply  rise  to  say  that 
the  qnestion  as  to  how  this  property  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  not  called  upon  to 
be  investigated  by  the  committee.  I  have  no  more 
knowledge  of  this  matter  than  he  has,  and  can  only 
refer  him  to  the  members  of  the  Council  from  that 
ward.  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  affect  the  action  upon 
this  report,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— It  seems  that  I  am 
particularly  called  upon  at  this  time,  though  had  my 
colleague,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Brighton  for  three  years, 
been  present,  I  should  have  expected  him  to  make 
some  explanation.  When,  at  a  previous  meeting,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  called  for  an  explanation,  I 
thought  I  gave  one  as  clearly  as  it  could  be  stated.  I 
thought  those  facts  were  all  that  it  would 
be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  act  upon. 
The  matter  of  the  purchase  of  that  property 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
townsmen,  and  I  believe  they  acted  conscientiously 
and  in  good  faith.  They  believed  that  a  new  site  for 
a  town  hall  was  needed.  At  that  time  no  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  Legislature,  althoneh  the  bill 
had  been  reported.  When  the  report  was  accepted 
by  the  citizens  of  the  town  the  bill  had  passed,  and 
it  was  the  general  feeling  of  the  townsmen  that  no 
further  action  should  be  taken.  Up  to  that  point 
everything  was  legitimate,  and  there  was  nothing  in 
relation  to  the  matter  that  was  not  straightforward 
and  proper.  Subsequently,  a  town  meeting  was 
called.  I  was  not  present  at  that  meeting.  I  accuse  no 
none  of  the  town  officers  of  dereliction  of  duty— per- 
haps it  was  an  oversight.  I  was  not  present,  because 
I  did  not  receive  any  warrant  for  that  meeting.  Had 
I  been  there  my  course  would  have  been  plain.  They 
did  vote  to  purchase  that  site,  and  the  time  that  vote 
was  taken  can   be   ascertained   by   the   records, — 
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whether  it  was  before  or  since  annexation.  Without 
having  seen  that  record,  my  impression  is  that  it 
was  taken  before  the  vote  on  annexation.  Bat 
without  siding  with  the  officers  of  the  town, 
or  appearing  here  to  answer  for  them,  or  having  con- 
sorted with  them  in  these  things,  or  having  been 
called  upon  to  act  with  them,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
state  that  they  intended  to  do  what  was  proper  and 
honest,  and  I  believe  that  they  would  not  willingly 
have  jeopardized  annexation  at  that  time  by  any 
forced  action.  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  say  this  at  the 
present  time.    One  other  point— in  relation  to  the 

fentleman  receiving  three  thousand  dollars,  that  has 
een  spoken  of.  The  Town  Clerk  saw  fit  to  be  a 
candidate  for  collector  of  the  town  taxes,  and  he 
was  elected.  In  that  manner  his  duties  were  double,and 
his  pay  increased  in  proportion.  That  is  all  the  ex- 
planation I  can  offer  at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  and 
I  see  no  reason  for  delaying  action  on  this  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
the  course  of  the  gentleman  who  is  here  as  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Nineteenth  Ward.  I  think 
he  has  stated  the  case  fairly.  I  have  talked  with  him 
privately  about  this  matter,  and  I  differ  with  him 
very  little.  His  cmursj  has  been  plain  and  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  if  he  had  attended  that  meeting  he  would 
have  acted  differently  from  the  majority.  I  state  this 
because  I  think  it  is  due  to  him.  I  am  not  at  all  partic- 
ular whether  this  matter  shall  go  further.  This  or- 
der is  to  notify  the  occupant  to  vacate  said  premises 
on  or  before  the  first  of  April  next.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  that.  But  I  am  told  by  competent  judges 
that  if  we  attempted  to  sell  that  property  we  could.not 
get  anything  like  the  price  that  is  to  be  paid  for  it. 
Nevertheless,  the  point  I  have  raised  here  this  even- 
ing, I  shall  continue  to  raise  until  I  am  convinced 
that  it  was  an  honest,  fair  transaction,  but  that  I 
cannot  tell  until  I  can  see  the  books,  which  at  pres- 
ent I  cannot  get.  The  question  I  have  raised  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  passage  of  this  order,  but  I 
shall  continue  to  raise  it  until  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
matter  is  right.  If  it  is  rigut,  nobody  will  be  more 
ready  to  say  so  than  I. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  —It  occurs  to  me  that  if  this 
is  as  it  has  been  represented  to  ba,  it  may  be  possi- 
ble for  the  city  to  repudiate  the  sale,  and  if  we  give 
this  notice  we  may  put  ourselves  in  such  a  position 
that  we  cannot  repudiate  the  sale.  It  was  suggested 
that  this  estate  was  sold  to  the  city  for  some  £75,000. 
and  that  now  it  would  not  bring  half  that  sum.  If 
that  is  the  case,  and  it  should  prove  a  fraudulent 
transaction,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  may  be  best  to 
postpone  this  action  lest  the  city  by  giving  notice  to 
quit  acknowledges  the  ownership  of  the  property.  1 
therefore  move~that  the  report  and  order  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  same  point  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  occurred  to  me— that  the 
city,  by  notifying  the  occupant  to  quit,  tacitly  ac- 
knowledges ownership.  I  think  action  should  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to  a 
postponement.  If  there  is  any  possibility  of  that 
sale  being  broken  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  order 
laid  over.  I  have  an  impression  that  an  inquiry  has 
been  made  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  purchase,  but  I  do  not  know  the  result  of  it.  I 
would  inquire  if  it  is  in  order  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  make  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  title  to  the  property. 
The  President— The  motion  would  not  be  in  order. 
Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  —  I  happen  to  be 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  made  an 
investigation,  and  I  am  aware  that  before  any  inves- 
tigation was  made  the  town  had,  and  the  city  now  ■ 
has,  a  clear  title  to  the  land.  A  very  large  percent- 
age of  the  property  must  ultimately  go  into  the 
street.  The  former  owner  formerly  owned  the  land 
out  into  the  street,  and  has  taken  pains  to  guard  his 
ownership.  It  would  be  impossible,  if  a  forced  sale 
were  made,  to  realize  the  full  cost  of  the  property, 
but  I  think  the  city  may  realize  the  cost  by  retaining 
the  property  until  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  19,  if  the  property  has  been 
deeded  to  the  town  of  Brighton— whether  the  deed 
has  passed? 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  know  that  a  note 
has  been  given,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  a 
ueed  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  this  order  will  be 
postponed,  that  some  action  may  be  taken  such  as 
has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16, 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  should  inquire 
into  it  and  see  how  the  matter  stands.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  ought  to  be  careful  and  know  exactly 
what  the  position  of  the  subject  is. 
The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 


Subsequently  Mr.  Burditt,  of  Ward  16,  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
requested  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  purchase  of  the  Wilson  Ho- 
tel property,  so  called,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Council  as  soon  as  practicable, 

Passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— Petition  of  Alex- 
ander S.  Wheeler,  trustee,  that  two  coupons  of  a 
city  of  Roxbury  bond  for  S1000,  which  have  been 
lost,  may  be  paid.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Request  from  the 
School  Committee  for  alterations  and  improvements 
on  the  Roxbury  High  School  building,  in  accordance 
with  plans  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  1872.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  C.  B.  Bots- 
ford  &  Co.  for  the  privilege  of  using  a  projecting 
sign  m  Hawley  street.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petitions  of  George  P. 
Hittell  et  al.,  John  T.  Barnard  et  al.,  and  Edward 
Lawrence  et  al.,  in  favor  of  changing  the  name  of 
Charlestown  to  "Bunker-Hill  District,"  and  James 
P.  George  et  el.,  and  Jonathan  Stone  et  al.,  against 
said  change.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22— Petitions  of  Franklin  A. 
Hall  et  al.,  and  John  Turner  et  al.  in  favor  of  Charles- 
town  being  officially  designated  as  the  Bunker-Hill 
District.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  -22— Petitions  of  F.  O.  Reed 
et  al.  in  favor  of  changing  the  name  of  Charlestown 
to  Bunker-Hill  District.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

A  petition  in  favor  of  a  change  of  name,  from  A. 
Waterman  et  al.,  and  a  petition  against  a  change 
from  Abram  E.  Cutter  et  al.,  were  also  presented  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS    PRESENTED. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  request  of  the  School  Committee,  that  the 
City  Council  would  enlarge  the  area  of  the  Primary 
School  lot  on  Lexington  street,  East  Boston.  The 
committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply 
with  the  request.    Accepted. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  from  the  Committee  en  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  F.  P.  Meigs,  for  permission  to  introduce 
Meigs's  physiological  school  desk  and  seat  into  the 
public  schools  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  14— 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cause  the  flags 
to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  a  national  salute  to  be  fired  at  East  and  South 
Boston,  the  city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester, 
West  Roxburv,  Brighton  and  Charlestown,  at  noon 
on  the  22d  inst.  (Washington's  birthday);  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  ''incidentals,"  etc.  Read  once. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
have  printed  for  distribution  five  hundred  copies  of 
their  report  (being  printed  City  Document  No.  2W), 
on  an  additional  supply  of  water. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  grammar  school  pupils  in  the  Lawrence 
District,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— As  these  accommodations 
are  needed  for  a  grammar  class  just  promoted  from  a 
primary  class,  for  which  there  are  no  accommoda- 
tions-it present,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
that  the  order  may  be  passed. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  39  for,  0  against,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  resolve  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  city  (City  Document  No.  17),  which  was  specially- 
assigned  for  half-past  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  I  do  this  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  the  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Water  to  have  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


QTJINCT  HALL  MARKET    BUILDING. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
consider  and  report  upon  the   expediency  of   adding 
one  or  more  stories  to  the  Quincy  Hall  Market  Build- 
ing. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  some  remarks  which  I  made  during 
the  latt  municipal    year  I  introduced    substantially 
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this  same  subject,  but  it  was  not  then  considered 
expedient  to  take  action  upon  it.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  to  be  a  New  England  exhibition  of 
arts  this  coming  fall,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  after 
reading  tin-  petition  which  came  into  the  Hoard  of 
Aldermen  from  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanic Association,  asking  for  the  privilege  of  con- 
necting Kaneuil  Hall  with  Quincy  Market  P.nilding. 
that  if  there  were  one  or  more  stories  upon  the 
Quincy  Market  Building  every  accommodation  for 
the  exhibition  could  be  furnished.  As  this  is  one 
of  the  measures  which  the  public  now  seem  to  be 
much  interested  in.  I  have  thought  proper  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Council,  believing  that  such  a 
work  can,  if  commenced  very  soon,  be  completed 
in  time  for  that  exhibition,  and  the  neces- 
sity   of    building    a    two-story    structure     across 


from  Pan  sail  Hall  to  Quincy  Market  Building  will  be 
done  away  with.  1  think  that  every  person  who  will 
take  the  pains  to  visit  the  neighborhood  of  Quincy 
Hall  Market  will  see  the  propriety  of  this  proposition 
of  mine  without  any  consideration  of  the  proposed 
exhibition,  because  I  think  if  that  building  should  be 
enlarged  there  can  be  saved  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
sum  equal  to  twelve,  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  The  building  can  be  used  for  armo- 
ries or  other  public  purposes,  and  now,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  just  exactly  the  time  to  have  it  considered  by 
the  committee,  and  I  believe  the  expediency  of  it 
will  be  seen  when  the  subject  is  investigated.  I 
therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass  without  delay. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    9,    1874- 


Thc  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
A  Mermen  was  hrl  1  at  four  c-'ilock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Lieutenant  cf  Police— De  L- layette  Thompron. 

Snecial  Police  Officers— Lloyd  Wentvvorth  and 
"William  J.  .lord-Hi,  E  Igewoi  th-'troet  Chapel,  and 
Henrv  Schrow,  Pot  Office  in  Chailestown. 

Severally  confirmed. 

George  H.  All  -n,  Superintendent  rf  Lamps. 

Chailes  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  cf  Faneuil 
Hrll. 

Chailes  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hell  Market?. 

Henrv  Kaxon,  Inspector!  f  Milk. 

Timothy  R.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Wagons 
and  Trucks.  „     , 

Rv.f  us  C.  Marsh,  Superintendent  cf  Hacks  and 
Carriages. 

Harri'on  O.  Read,  Superintendent  of  Intelli- 
gence offices. 

Ebenezer  Siuito,  Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers. 

Al  lei  man  Harris— 1  move  that  the  nomination 
cf  Mr.  Rice  1  c  laid  upon  the  tal  le. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins— Foi   what  po-ition? 

The  Chiiiman— M'-.  Rice  is  nominated  for  Su- 
perintendent <  f  Kuneuil  II:  11  and  for  Superintend- 
ent cf  Faneuil  II;  11  Markets. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  woul  1  like  1o  know  some 
reason  why  i  he  nomination  of  ibis  gentleman  is 
single!  out  to  be  laid  upon  the  lal  le  in  preference 
to  ;  11  i he  oihers. 

A  Merman  Prescott— I  hope  the  nomination  cf 
Mr.  Rice  will  no;  be  laid  upon  the  talle  without 
Lome  good  reason  1  eing  given  for  it. 

Al  lfiiman  Harris— I  am  oppo-ed  at  this  time  to 
giving  any  leasons  in  a  public  session  cf  this 
Board,  ami  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  force  action 
upon  .his  noniinaiion  today. 

AMerman  Stebbins— I  ho  e  that  the  gentleman, 
if  he  has  any  statement  to  make,  will  e"o  so  in 

0  en  session.    I  for  one  am  ready  to  meet  any 

01  jections  that  may  le  made  against  tha  Lomina- 
tioe. 

Al  lerman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  no  harm 
can  be  done  1  v  allowing  1  lie  i  oniination  to  be  laid 
over,  an  '  I  hoi  e  that  it  will  be  done  if  the  gentle- 
man desires  it. 

Al  ,ei  man  Hall— I  should  bore  that  the  rom.ua- 
tion  cf  my  f  .lend  Mr.  Ri.e  will  not  1  e  singled  out 
at.  his  lime  and  be  laid  U]  on  the  tal  le.  I  think 
thsieissouie  little  fef ling  in  this  matter,  especi- 
flly  in  regard  to  the  leases  cf  last  year,  hut  I  do 
no,  thi'k  that  Mr.  Ri<e  was  lesionsille  for  it. 
Mr.  R;.cpi.  seems  to  me,  niusl  1  e  sad-  f  iciory  to 
this  j.  oaid.  He  is  a  <  our. eons,  efficient  officer,  he 
has  ,  een  nominated  by  the  Mayor,  and  I  hope  his 
con„  rma.ion  will  not  be  \  o-t]ioned. 

Anderman  Stebbins— I  move  as  an  amendment 
tha  rll  .he  nominations  in  the  communi-ation  be 
lailt  o.e  ULtil  AVednesday  next,  when  we  shall 
have  aaothsr  messing. 

AMerman  Harris  accepts  1  the  amendment,  and 
thi  nominations  were  1  lid  over  till  next  meeting. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Mores  A.  Dow  et 
al.,  that  the  1  imii-lighi.ii  g  icgulutio.s  of  this  city 
be  extei  de  I  to  the  <  hiilestown  District. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  George  Tllis 
&  <  o.  et  al.,  Aloi.zo  F.  Neale  et  al.,  ana  Cobb, 
Bates  &  y  erxa  et  al.,  that  Beach  stieet  be  widened 
near  AV a;  lib  gton  stieet. 

Fiom  II:  llctt,  Davis  &  Co.  and  SCOO  others,  for  a 
rew  biic'ge  between  Cambridge  and  Boston.  Ke- 
fened  to  the  Joii-t  Committee  on  Streets. 

To  (he  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Alpheus 
Hardy  et  al.,  for  use  of  Far  enil  Hall,  May  !-8,  for  a 
f  cs  ti\  .'My  the  (  o>  grrgatioi  rl  Club. 

TothelrrminittreoH  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  'ibomas  AV.  (  alter,  to  erect  a  wooded 
buildii  g  lejoid  the  legal  dimensions  on  City 
Ho-]  iti  1  whaif,  Albai  v  street. 

C.  J.  Doi  ovan  &  (  o.,  to  eicct  a  wooden  buildirg 
beyoi.d  the  legal  eiimei  sioi  s  i  ear  Norfolk  avenue. 
David  H .  Blai  ey,  to  coi  fti  net  f  heds  for  storage 
on  Cui.ard  vhaif,  LcvoLd  the  legal  dimensions. 


To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Hoard.  W.  L.  Ryder  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
further  stable  accommodations  for  E.  P.  Beebe  on 
Trenton  street. 

Julia  Driscoll,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  ore 
horse  on  Whitney  street,  between  Conai.t  and  Tre- 
lnont  streets. 

C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.,  to  occupy  wooden  stalle 
for  two  horses  on  Court,  off  Noi  folk  street,  near 
McGee  street-. 

Asa  M.  Stubbs,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Wadsworth  street. 

E.  P.  Beebe,  to  occupy  additional  stalls  in  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Trenton  street  (oil  McKay  es- 
tate). 

Chailes  F.  Emery,  to  occupy  additional  stalls  to 
stable  for  ten  more  horses  on  Eutaw  street,  second 
from  Brooks  street. 

John  Deeiy,  to  occupy  a  brick  stalle  for  three 
horses  on  Milford  place,  Ward  15. 

A.  B.  Kenny,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
three  horses  on  Church  place,  Ward  16. 

William  Henry  Taylor,  to  occupy  wooden  stalle 
for  three  horses  on  North  Anderson  street,  No  37 

John  Schoelch  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  the' 
erection  cf  a  stable  on  Milford  place  by  John 
Deery. 

Patrick  Higgins  et  al.,  remonstrating  against 
erection  of  stal  le  at  39  North  Anderson  street. 

C.  B.  Barrett  et  al.,  remonstrating  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  by  M.  Condon  at  487  First  street 

To  the  Committee  on  Povlnq.  J.  Edwards  et  at 
that  Western  avenue  be  raised  to  the  established 
grade  and  to  its  full  width. 

Leatherbee  Brothers,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  Ih  construction  of  a  culvert  on  Albany 
street  and  Harri'on  avenue. 

George  Sparhawk,  to  be  paid  for  gravel  used  on 
streets  in  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  C.  B.  Bot<ford& 
Co.  et  al.,  for  leave  to  project  signs  from  stores  on 
Hawley  street. 

George  B.  Brake  &  Co.,  to  maintain  a  proicctinc 
sign  at  98  Federal  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  James  W.  Gerard,  Jr.,  et  al.,  to  be  paid 
for  land  taken  by  authorities  cf  West  Roxbury  to 
lay  out  Williams  street. 

James  Leeds,  trustee,  to  be  allowed  interest  on 
the  sum  awarded  him  by  the  city  for  wicening  cf 
Pear]  street. 

A  HARBOR  POLICE  BOAT. 

The  following  was  ri  ceived: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
Boston— Tin  undesigned,  ship  owners  andoihers, 
doing  business  in  the  city  of  Boston,  respectfully 
represent  to  your  honorable  Board,  that  the  mean's 
now  afforded  for  the  transposition  of  the  Harbor 
Police  i  ' 
in  a  sati-tactory  i 

quired  of  them  in  projecting  the  commerce  and 
navigation  carried  on  at  this  port;  wherefore  we 
pray  .hat  a  suital  le  steam  vess<  1  may  be  furnished 
to  enable  the  police  to  properly  cover  and  protect 
the  water  f.ont,  enforce  the  laws,  and  quell  dis- 
turbances on  board  ef  vessels  arriving  in  or  de- 
parting from  our  harbor. 

William  F.  Weld  &  Co.,    John  S.  Emery  &  Co., 
Laforme     &     Fro  .hing-  Kidder,  Vaughn  &  Co., 

ham,  G.  W.  Finotli,  Vice-Con- 

J.  I).  Brigham  &  Co.,  sul  of  Italy, 

Edw'd  D.  Peters  &  Co.,    George  S.  ~   " 
Shepard,  Hall  &  Co.,  Vice-Ci 

Wm.Worthinglon  &  Co.,     tugal, 
Chanuler,  Smith  &  Co.,    Joseph  Niekerson  &  Co., 
Nathaniel  Spooner.,  Geo.  Billings, 

Addison  Gage  &  Co.,      M.  K.  Adams, 
Glidden  &  Williams,        John  P.  Squire  &  Co., 
Matthew  Barlleit,  Fearing,        Mulman     & 

Larkin,  Staekpole  &  Co.,     Swift, 
Sam'l  D.  Crane  &  Co.,      Boynton  Packing  Co., 
Fisher  &  Chapin,  Wm.  H.  Greeley  &  Co., 

Niekerson  &  Co.,  Navlor  &  Co., 

T.  B.  Williams,  Way  &  Co., 

Lambert  Bros.,  Minot  &  Co., 

Chas.  H.  North  &  Co.,  Woodman,  Johnson  &Co, 
Lincoln,  Chamberlain  &  F.  Niekerson  &  Co., 

Co.,  Hills,  Turner  &  Harmon, 

Will.  L.  Welch,  John  Walter  &  Co., 

Jno.  M.  Carter,  Chailes  Hunt, 

J.  E.  M.  Gilley,  C.  &  W.  A.  Waters, 

Caleb  Robbins,  Geo.  P.  King, 

Isaac  Taylcr,  J.  Mitchell  Clark, 

A.  Gardner,  J.  Schumacher  &  Co., 

Sullivan,  Finotti  &  Co.,  Gossler  &Co., 
Alpheus  Hardy  &  Co.,      Warren  &  Co., 
A.  S.  &  J.  Brown  &  Co.,  J.    W.    Rodocanachi    & 
J.  F.  Conant  &  Co.,  Co.. 


are  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  peiform 
i- factory  manner  the  important   duiies   re- 
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J.  V.  Tyler  &  Co.,  Dixon  &  Winship, 

F.  A.  Dunning,  Gill  &  Cootz, 

D.  B.  Stedman  &  Co.,  Henry  W.  W.  Andrews, 
Page,  Richardson  &  Co.,  J.  Van  Prang  &  Co., 
Thayer  &  Lincoln,  Geo.  P.  Clark  &  Co., 

J.  Henry  Scars  &  Co.,  M.  F.  Pickering  &  Co., 

Henry  Hastings  &  Co.,  H.  O.  Roberts, 

James  H.  Danforth,  E.  &  F.  King  &  Co., 

John  W.  Candler,  Rice  &  Davis, 

Geo.  F.  Moore,  A.  F.  L°man, 

WBe  &  Russell,  Geo.  E.  Smith, 

Bailey  Loring,  Walter  Stnrbuck, 

John  G.  Hall  &  Co.,  Vittum,  Talbot  &  Co., 

Dana  Pros.,  Crockett  Bios., 

L.  G.  Rwett,  &  Co.,  Mills  Pros., 

Geo.  F.  Wilde,  N.  B.  Mansfield, 

Geo.  W.  Hunter  &  Co.,  ienj.  C.    Clark,  Consul 

Crow  11  Pro".  &  Co.,  for  Hayti ; 

B.  C.  Clark  &  Co.,  Charles  H.  Wise, 
Cornelius  G.  Attwood,  J.  A.  Ordway, 

C.  E.  J.  Howard,  '  W.  Clover, 

Allen  e>  Lord,  China  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

J.  lasiei  &  Co.,  1'oyl  ton  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

B.  R.  Smith  &  Co.,  Washington  Fire  and  M. 
Prov.  Tool  Co.,  Ins.  Co., 

Mo  eley,Holgman&Co.,Del.  Mut.  S.ifety  Ins.  Co., 

Shatton  &  Moore,  Ins.  Co.  No.  America, 

A.  B.  Hall  &  Co.,  Oriental  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

B.  Bulge  s  &  Sons,  Mercantile  Mitt.  Ins.  Co., 
Cunard  Steamship  Co.,  Great  Western  Ins.  Co., 
Inmnn  Steamship  Co.,  Posion  Marine  Ins.  Co., 
H.  Mayo,  American  Ins.  Co., 

E.  Sampson,  Mercantile  Marine  Ins. 
H.  M.  Whitney,  Co., 

E.B.  Sampson,  Neptune  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
J.  A.    Iasigi,    Consul   of    Co., 

France,  Mam  fac.  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
Gilbert  Atwood,  Co., 

Eben  Howes,  India  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

Thomas  Lamb,  New  Eng.  Mut.   Ins.  Co., 

Ebene-er  Davis,  Pacific  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 

R.  G.  F.  Candage  Newport  Fire  &  M.  Ins. 
F,.T..D?"i*  Co., 

Alf  re  1  Na.sh,  Jordan,  Lovett  &  Co., 

Caleb  T.  Curtis,  J.  W.  Balrh, 

Jacob  H.  Holme",  D.  D.  Kelly, 

J.  Winthroo  Coffir  J.  C.  Howes  &  Co., 

George  J.  Curtis,  Edw.  Spaulding  &  Bum- 

A.  L.Dole,  stead, 
Phinnev  &  Cobb,  Cowing  &  Hatch, 
Henrv  Amense  &  Co.,  Sain  1  1  atchel  ler,  Jr., 

B.  S.  Pray  &  Co.,  S.  Snow, 
Albert  Thompson  &  Co.,W.  B.  f-ewall, 
Lloyd  Eri-es,  Carter  Bros.  &  Co., 
Andrew  Robeson,  Jame*  Lovett  &  Co.", 

J.  L.  Fallow  &  Co.,  Knowle  ,  Leland  &  Co., 

Rice  &  Davis,  Solomon  Hancock, 

Mo  es  B.  Wildes,  George  T.  Haw  ley, 

Eben  B.  Phillips,  Chailes  U.  Costing, 

John  C.  Pratt,  Clapp  &  Billings, 

N.  P.  Jennev,  Eben.  Bacon. 
R.  E.  Merrill, 
Ref  2rred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

THE  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

A  Resolution  was  received  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Hort'onltural  Soc;e:.v  protestii  g  against  the 
removal  of  the  Paddock  elms  from  Tremout 
street;  al  o,  a  remonstrance  of  Austin  Coolidge 
et  a!.,  against  the  said  removrl. 

Alierman  Power  presented  remonstrances  from 
Henry  P.  Kidder  and  39  others,  Bei  jamin  Dodd 
and  41  others,  Judge  Abbott  and  39  others,  Rev. 
Jame> -Freeman CI  nke  and  41  o:bers,  Rev.  Ph  Hips 
Brooks  and  14  other1-,  R  v.  C.  A.  Bartol  and  42 
other--,  James  L.  Little  &  Co.  and  33  others,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Rotch  and  40  others,  Sampson  Reed  and 
43  others,  St  llman  B.^llen  and  9  oilier-,  E.  P. 
Whipple  and  II)  o:hers,  Be.  j  iniin  II.  Paddock  and 
17  others,  H.  L.  Yarrh  glou  and  38  others,  W.  B. 
Iiall  and  3J  others,  Henrv  G.   Fay   and  22  others. 

C.  F.  Cate  and  3G  others,  Cobb,  Pates  &  Yerxa  and 
25  others,  Rev.  George  L.  Chai  ey  ai  d  40  others, 
against  the  removal  of  the  Pa.h'ock  elms. 

Severally  r<  f  rred  to  the  Committee  o.i  Common 
on  the  part  of  tiie  Board. 

REPORTS  OF   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's  Ex'iibil  for  January.  Th?  following 
statemsnt  showUths  state  of  the  finance.*  for  tho 
month : 

Appropr'ations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
G-nenl  . . .  .?11,21  i,513  44  SPJ.19.S71  4i  82,117.t'4l  39 
Special !  ,7U\321  02  (,,273. 1,33  U)  3.4)3,2s7  42 

820,'  41,834  4ii      $15,3.0/05  05  85,550,! 2d  11' 

The  report  was  sent  down. 
The  following  quarteily  reports  were  received: 


Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Cash  on  hand  October  31, 
1ST:;,  33G0.5  DO;  cash  received  since,  328,087  40;  total 
disbursements,  $21, '202  19,  including  $875  12  for 
burials,  371".  98  paid  cities  and  State  for  relief  cf 
Boston  poor,  32134  31  expenses  city  Temporary 
Home,  3401)9  '22  pensions  ami  giants  at  office,  3200 
for  immediate  relief  of  persons  having  no  settle- 
ment, S3EG2  79  for  coal  and  wood,  34843  for  gio- 
ceries,  and  32028  41  expenses  for  Charity  Building. 
The  report  was  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  City  Scales  in  Haymarkct 
.Square.  Received  3840  35;  expenses,  3126  90; 
paid  into  city  treasury  3209  24.  'the  report  was 
sent  down. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  refund  to  ]  olicc  officers  in  Charlestown 
the  amounts  j  aid  by  tlieni  fur  their  badges,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  vote  of  the  City  Council  cf  that 
city,  December  22,  1873. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  cf  The  order. 

Alderman  Peters— In  passing  an  order  like  that 
for  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  of  mom  y,  it  seems 
to  me  there  ought  to  be  some  limit  to  the  amount 
to  be  expended.  There  is  no  indication  given  in 
the  order  as  to  what  will  be  the  arnoui  t  required. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideratioa  of  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hardly  think  that  is  neces- 
sary. Ihe  Alderman  from  ike  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict can  state  to  us  what  is  to  be  paid  for  these 
.badges,  which  is  all  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know. 

Alderman  Peters — About  how  much  money  will 
be  required? 

Alderman  Harris— I  thought  the  order  was  pret- 
ty well  understood.  In  my  judgment  the  appro- 
priation will  not  exceed  3100,  nor  will  it  be  "less 
than  375.  'there  will  be  about  thirty  policemen 
who  will  return  their  badges,  which  will  be  $2  60 
apiece. 

Alderman  Feters— I  move  to  amend  the  order  so 
that  the  amount  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  C.  J.  Donovan  & 
Co.  cf  Walpole,  Mass..  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  engine  of  live-lio:se  power  in  a  building  to 
be  elected  on  a  court  oft  Noifolk  avenue,  near 
Met  ice  street.  An  order  wa 
on  Monday,  March  2,  at  4  P. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  fiom  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  enlarge  the  Lexington- 
etieet  School  lot.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  introduction  into 
the  public  schools  of  Meigs's  physiological  schocl 
desks  and  seats.    Accepted. 

Order  to  provide  additional  grammar-school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Lawrence  District.     Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  le- 
portt  on  expediency  of  adding  one  or  more  stories 
to  the  Faneuil-Hall  Market  building.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees,  and  certifi- 
cates of  (lection  by  the  Common  Council,  cf  John 
T.  Gardner  as  Hai  tor  Master,  Thomas  W.Davis 
as  City  Surveyor ,'and  Joseph  P.  Davis  as  City  En- 
gineer were  received  from  the  Common  Council. 
'ihe  Board  proceeded  to  an  election  for  those  offi- 
cers, and  they  were  seveially  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  wcie  lcferied  the 
several  leeptiests  for  additional  appropriations 
from  the  committees  on  Common  arid  Squaies, 
Survey  and  Inspection  cf  Buildings,  and  the  Di- 
rectors of  Pullic  Institutions,  recemmending  the 
passage  of  the  no  ompai.ying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  cf  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served bund  to  the  appionrialion  for  Common  and1 
Public  Grounds  the  sum  of  37(0;  to  that  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  (  f  Buildings  s:. ',00,  and  to 
that  for  the  House  of  Correction  the  sum  of 
3M,000. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  rej.ort  in  favor  cf  panting  the  petition  cf 
George  IS.  Drake  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  9S  Federal  s.  lieet.    Accepted. 
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By  Alderman  CutitPr,  from  I  he  Committee  on 
Paving,  reports  of  schedules  of  assessments  for 
edgestones  and  sidewalk-,  accompanied  by  orders 
for  the  assessment  of  one  half  the  cost  upon 
the  several  persons  named  therein,  and  for 
the  collection  of  the  same  as  follows: 
Dale  street,  eelgostones,  $32s:;  IX;  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, cdgotoncs,  $3789  07;  East  street,  edgestor.es, 
$1X20;  East  Fouith  street,  sidewalk,  S  500  28;  edge- 
Stones,  §281  2G;  East  Fifth  stieet,  sidewalk, 
$2S32  91;  Eist  Seventh  street,  edncstoi.es,  $181  12; 
Eim  rson  street,  edgcstoi.es,  s,4.so  35 ;  F  street,  side- 
walk, S339  58;  dates  street, sidewalk,  .-272  85;  Cold 
Street,  sidewalk,  Slllis  17;  1  street,  sidewalk,  s3H  10; 
L  stieet,  sidewalk,  $540  84;  M  street,  sidewalk, 
?:t'5  65;  North  <  i rove  street,  sidewalk,  $70  95;  Saw- 
yer stieet,  sidewalk,  si:j(iO  43;  Silver  street,  side- 
walk, $1855  70;  South  Market-street  extei.sion, 
sidewalk,  $1970  93;  Vernon  street,  sidewalk, 
$1278  81;  West  Eighth  street,  sidewalk,  $1008  15. 
The  orders  were1  severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  take  down  and  remove  the  old  flagstaff 
now  standing  at  the  junction  of  Exchai  ge  and 
Park  streets,  Ward  lei;  al-o  the  old  Hags  tall'  in 
River  street,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Warn  16,  said 
staves  having  become  paitially  eieeaycel  and  dan- 
gerous to  public  travel. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  Charles  11.  Hicks,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  South  and  Last  Bo-ton;  CJ-.  S.  Buckley,  to  give 
concert  at  Last  Boston  Feb.  10  and  at  South  Bos- 
ton Feb.  21:  Joel  G.  Davis,  for  wagon  stand  in 
Brighton  District ;  H.  D.  Barker  &  Co.,  for  jnn- 
holeters  license  at  Barker  House;  William  Stone, 
15  Brattle  square,  Boole  &  Hill,  21  Kneelancl 
street,  David  E.  Fitzgeral  I,  10  La  Grange  street, 
Chailes  B.  Gannon,  75  Cambridge  street,  James 
Keenan,  463  Hanover  street,  Francis  A.  O'Dono- 
van,  317  Hanover  street,  for  victuallers'  licenses; 
Thomas  S.  ,'  caver,  for  hack  stand  at  117  Federal 
street;  George  M.  Morse,  for  hack  stand  on  Dev- 
onshire street,  at  corner  of  (state  stieet;  Bernard 
J.  McTague,  to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  44  Main 
street,  Chailes  town;  Henry  Burns,  to  give  a  dra- 
matic entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall,  Feb.  12; 
John  H.  Fallon,  to  give  entertainment  at  Kennedy 
Hall.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee—Repent  (leave  to  withdraw,  at  their  own  re- 
quest,) on  petition  of  FTanehard  &  Brothers  for 
license  for  a  theatre  at  578  Washington  street:  and 
Thomas  A.  Belay,  92  Dover  street,  for  victualler's 
license.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  1  eters— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  em  Sewers  be  re- 
quested to  report  what  action  is  necessary  to 
cany  foiwarel  and  complete'  the  improvements  in 
the  channel  of  Stony  Brook,  which  were  com- 
menced by  the  authorities  of  West  Roxbuiy. 

Passed." 

Aldeiman  Worthington,  from  the  Commit1. eo 
on  Health,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petitions  of  Otis  Eddy,  J.  B.  Simpson,  Geoige 
Claik,  Jr.,  and  James  A.  King,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stal  lis.     Seveiall.v  accepted. 

By  Aldeinn  n  Wethington — 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  C.  Men- 
selage  for  pei  mission  to  keep  one  hoi  se  in  build- 
ing corner  of  Second  and  B  streets,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  revoked  for  cause  (unsafe  build- 
ing). 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  from  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  report  in  favor  <  f  granting  the  pe- 
tition of  George .  W.  Simmons  &  t-on  for  leave  to 
use  steam  engine  at  Oak  Hall,  in  North  street,  the 
site  having  been  examined  by  the  committee  anel 
founel  satisfactory.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  1  ower,  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Way  and  Calvin  W.Clark  for 
abatement  cf  sewer  assessments.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  $58  53  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Alomo  Bowers  on  Bremen-street  sewer, 
and  $32  60  be  assessed  upon  a  person  unknown; 
also,  that  $53  05  be  abated  from  the  assessment  of 
Bailey  &  Jenkins  for  a  sewer  in  Appleton  street, 
on  account  of  over-estimate  of  land. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Citv  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  to  William  Smith  and  P.  F.  Mcliarigle,  eon- 
tractors  for  the  erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital  ou 


Swctt  street,  in  1872,  the  sum  eT  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, being  the  amount  of  money  paid  ii  to  the 
City  treasui  voii  account  cf  Ihe  insurance  obtained 
•)n  SPid  bu  Ui-ig  by  tic  '•obtracto-p,  i?  oxcitoi 
the  amount  advanced  by  the  city  to  said  contract- 
ors wh  le  the  work  on  saiel  buildii  g  was  in  prog- 
ress. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  readirg  today.  The  order  i1  self  suffi- 
ciently exi  la  ins  the  turn's  action.  '1  hese  contract- 
ors insured  the  bu  ldii  g  for  ten  thousand  dollais, 
five  thousand  of  which  was  advane  eel  1  y  the  city. 
'Ihe  f mom  t  of  the  policies  havii  g  all  been  paid 
over  to  the  city,  the  order  is  to  pay  the  balance,  in 
excess  of  the  amount  advai  ceil  by  the  cily,  to  tho 
contractors,  to  whom  it  rightfully  belo..gs. 

'1  he  order  was  pass  eel. 

1  y  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ore.ered,  'lhatthe  Cochituafe  Water  Board  be 
diiected  to  approve  for  payment  from  1he  appro- 
priation nun. o  for  a  new  sum  ly  of  water,  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  Water  in  procur  ng  the  information  re- 
quired by  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

Passed. 

By  Al lerman  Bigelow— 

Orderel,  lhatthe  City  Engineer  be  authorized, 
with  the  appiovsl  of  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Erg  neer's  Department,  to  make  such 
puichases  of  supp]  es,  instrument?,  di  awing  ma- 
ted: Is  anel  fuimtuie,  and  to  incur  such  olher  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  for  IBs  department 
fiomtime  to  time  during  the  present  municipal 
year. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  cf  the  second  semi- 
annur.l  leport  of  the  inspection  of  the  prisons  and 
houses  of  detention  in  Sulb  Ik  Count  v  for  the  year 
1873,  as  relat'  s  to  al.er.it  ions  in  the  jail,  lie  re  fen  eel 
to  th  »  Committee  on  County  Buil.ings,  with  in- 
stiuctions  to  furnish  estimates  of  tha  expense  cf 
makirgthe  ptoposed  alterations,  ;o  that  the  same 
may  be  piovided  for  in  ihe  appreipiiations  for  the 
next  financial  year,  if  it  should  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  William  R. 
Frll?  e  f  this  city  to  take  the  nests  and  eggs,  or  to 
kill  any  uni'omes  tie  -ated  birds  at  any  <  cason  cf  the 
year,  for  scientific  purposes  only. 

Passed. 

PROPOSED  NEW  WATER  BOARD. 
Alderman  Stebbins  ofl'eied  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  reque  ted  to  con  ider  anel  report  upon 
the  expediency  cf  piovidirg  1  y  ordinance  for  the 
e  tablishment  of  a  single   hoard  to  exercise  the 
powers  now  ve  ted  in  tne  C  ochituate  r  nd  My  tic 
water  board  ,— the  mernl  er     cf   which  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Mnyo; ,  with  the  appioval  cf  the 
City  Council',  and  cemipen  ated  for  their  service-". 
On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

NOMINATIONS  OF  FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris  suemitted  tho  fallowing  re- 
port: In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  concerning  the  assess mert  and  cellec- 
tion  of  taxes,  the  Joint  Standing  Commit  ee  on 
the  Asses:  ors'  Dej  artment  wool  i  iesi  ec. frilly  rec- 
ommend the  election  cf  the  following-named  per- 
sons to  be  First  Ass  is  taut  Assess  o^s : 

AVilliam  Withington, 
John  L.  Brigh  in, 
lleniy  Pieice, 
H.  N.  Holbiook, 
John  Biown, 
Roger  H.  Scanncll, 
Josej  h  R.  Gro  e, 
C  hailes  E.  Grant, 
Geoige  A.  Comins, 
Gideon  W:  lker, 
Judson  Chapin, 
Iheo.  h'lus  Lurr, 
Jo  hua  S.  Dunklee, 
"Willii  m  F.  Long, 
Nahuin  Chapin, 
Geoige  S.  Penocrgast, 


Benjamin  F.  Palmer 
William  J.  Ellis, 
Micha- 1  Carney, 
Edward  F.  Bobinson 
P.  Ambrose  Young, 
E  twin  B.  S,  inney, 
Cha-les  E.  Jackson, 
Abraham  G.  Wyman 
William  H.  Cuuety, 
Chailes  Now  ell, 
George  F.  AV  illiams, 
Otis  Rich, 
George  F.  Davis, 
Andiew  J.  Biowne, 
L.  Foster  Morse, 
Bnineas  B.  Smith, 

George  H.  Williams 
Ihe  report  was  accepted. 

BEQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APrKOFRIATION. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  ihe  following: 
The  Committee  on  Stiects  ii  spec'.fully  report 
that  an  additional  loan  of  $100,000  will  be  requued 
to  comi  lete  the  extension  ef  Devoi.shb  e  stieet, 
r.orthwarilly  from  State  st.eet,  via  Wil  on's  lane, 
to  Dock  square.    The  loan  authouzetl  at  the   pas- 
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age  cf  the  order   to   extend 

187:.',  was  $510,000.  The  land  and  building  damage 
paid  from  the  loan  to  this  time  amount  to  $470,- 
822  51;  for  paving  the  street,  $7181  £0;  and  for 
other  sundiy  expenses,  for  auction  sales  and  ad- 
veitising,  $186;  a  total  of  $478,190— leaving  an  un- 
expended balance  of  $31,809  09.  The  estimated 
amount  required  for  the  payment  of  claims  for 
land  and  building  damages  yit  unsealed  is  $115,- 
000.  The  negotiation  of  the  additional  loan  will 
cost  tie  city  about  $3000.  The  committee  there- 
fore lecommend  the  passage  cf  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authoiized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  oi.e  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  loan  for  the 
extension  of  Devonshire  stieet  to  Hock  square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE    -WATER    SUPPLY. 

The  order  to  allow  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  print  five  hundred  extra  copies  of  their  report 
on  an  additional  supply  of  water,  (City  Document 
No.  29)  came  up  ana  was  passed  in  concurrence, 
with  the  o. her  papers  fiomlhe  Common  Council. 
Subsequently  Aluerman  Power  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote. 

Alderman  Power — I  intended,  when  this  order 
fust  came  up,  to  move  that  it  be  rcferiedto  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  It  is  a  very  expensive 
document,  and  five  hundred  copies  of  it  are  re- 
quired. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Aldei man  lower— 1  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  this  order  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  1  rinting,  who  says  it  will  involve  the 
spending  cf  quite  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  he 
tnought the  question  ought  to  be  considered  by 
the  Committee  en  1  rinting. 

Alderman  Cutter— "While  I  am  willing  to  accom- 
modate the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, if  his  appropriation  is  getting  short,  1  do  not 
ftel  willing  to  let  so  important  a  measuie  as  this 
go  by,  inasmuch  as  it  is  lor  the  benefit  of  the  other 
branch.  1  am  a  member  of  the  "Water  Board,  and 
I  know  the  importance  cf  piessing  forwaid  this 
matter  of  building  a  new  conduit.  I  understand 
that  this  matter  is  hanging  in  the  other  branch 
for  want  of  information.  The  members  of  that 
body  have  the  right  to  be  fully  ii.foi  med  upon  the 
subject,  and  1  am  satisfied  that  if  they  are  in- 
foi med  they  will  vote  for  the  appropriation.  If 
the  printing  of  this  report  vv ill  be  the  means  of 
giving  tlrenr  the  necessary  information  1  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

AUerman  Power— My  attention  was  called  to 
the  subject  by  the  superintendent  of  printing. 
[The  Alderman  read  a  letter  from  the  super!.,  tenem- 
ent of  irinting  stating  that  the  ieport  would  be 
very   expensive   to   reprint,  requiring   the  litho- 

fraphing  of  several  maps,  etc.]  That' is  why  1  ask 
or  this  reference.  1  have  riot  had  time  to  consult 
him  any  further  and  have  no  other  knowledge 
than  what  is  conveyed  in  this  note.  1  think  tiro 
order,  involving  the  expense  that  it  does,  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

Aldeiman  "Worthington — I  would  inquire  how 
many  copies  of  that  report  were  originally  printed 
and  distributed. 

The  chaiiman— The  Chair  is  uuable  to  state. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — This  is  a  veiy  impor- 
tant document.  The  city  is  about  to  vote  to  spend 
eight  million  dollars  for  a  larger  supply  of  water. 
Certainly  the  Common  Council  should  have  full 
information  for  the  consideration  of  that  subiect. 
I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  repoit  if  it  dots  cost 
several  hundred  dollars.  We  cannot  get  any  in- 
f  or  matron  without  that  report.  If  we  begin  by 
saving  a  few  hundred  dollars  and  end  in  foolishly 
spending  many  millions,  we  shall  regret  it.  I  hope 
we  shall  pass  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  that  any  one 
contemplates  refusing  the  appropriation  or  oppos- 
ing this  matter,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mittee orr  1  rinting  should  consider  that  order. 
That  is  what  the  committee  is  appointed  to  do  and 
that  is  the  proper  place  for  the  order  to  go.  I 
think  it  is  no  doubt  an  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  else  it  would  have  been  referred  to  the 
committee.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  printing  is 
desired  by  the  Water  Board,  that  the  committee 
on  Printing  will  recommend  that  it  be  done. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— Do  I  understand  that  the  ex- 
pense comes  from  the  appropriation  on  Printing? 


Alderman  Stebbins— This  is  (City  Document  No. 
29)  one  of  the  most  im,  ortai.t  of  1  ist  year, 
being  the  repoit  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
on  an  additional  supily  ef  water.  It  embraced 
therepcrtof  the  City  Ei  gireer,  coveriig  some 
twenty  uiiferer.t  sources  from  which  a  supi  ly  of 
water  could  be  obtaii  ed.  This  document  has  been 
in  great  demand  ;  citizens  have  called  for  it :  linost 
daily,  and  the  "\\  ater  board  has  been  unalle  to 
sui  ply  them.  It  would,  1  thir  k,  be  veiy  fooli-h  to 
delay  this  matter  by  the  proposed  reference  cf  this 
ori.er.  There  are  maps  in  that  report  which  are 
vaiualle  and  will  co.  t  a  large  amount  of  money, 
but  I  shall  go  for  the  printing,  l  do  i  ot  think  it 
becomes  the  Superintendent  to  delay  this  appio- 
priatiou  for  a  water  supply  by  preventing  the 
plinth  g  of  this  report. 

Alderman  1  ower— I  do  rot  see  what  reason  arv 
one  has  got  to  say  that  the  Superintendent  o"f 
Printing  has  attempted  to  delay  the  passage  cf 
the  order  for  a  water  supi  ly. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  rote. 

Alderman  lower — .lust  now  there  was  a  little 
matter  cf  badges,  which  amounted  to  a  hundred 
dollars,  on  which  it  was  veiy  particular  to  place  a 
limit.  Here  is  a  matter  that  we  do  l  ot  know 
whether  it  will  cost  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  dcl- 
lais.  This  Goveri  ment  should  ki. ow  what  is  go- 
ing to  be  do  e,  aud  that  is  what  we  have  a  Super- 
intends t  of  i  rinting  for.  Nobody  here  can  tt  11 
what  it  is  going  to  cost.  If  any  gentleman  wishes 
to  name  a  certain  limit  to  the  expenses,  as  i.i  the 
case  of  those  badges,  it  will  be  just  as  good.  Un- 
less some  such  precaution  is  taken  I  think  it 
should  go  to  the  Comniittc  e  on  Piieting. 

Alleiimn  Cutter — 1  suppo-ed  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  to  super- 
intend what  we  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  1  did 
not  know  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  say 
what  should  or  shoi  Id  not  be  printed.  For  my 
pait,  I  have  all  the  information  1  want;  but  I  want 
thosj  gentlemen  in  the  Common  Council  to  be 
enlighiene^..  Our  water  supply  may  be  exhausted 
at  any  moment,  when  we  do  not  di\  am  cf  it.  Our 
conduit  is  piesseet  very  hard  eveiy  day,  and  is 
liable  to  give  out.  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason 
for  delay. 

.41  leiman  Tower — I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can 
have  goo  I  reason  for  th'nkiug  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  1  rinting  wishes  to  nictate  in  this  mat- 
ter. Betiuqly  wishes  to  cell  attention  to  the 
large  amount  of  money  to  be  expended.  'J  here 
have  been  five  hundred  of  th  >se  document*  circu- 
lated already,  and  I  think  that  if  ihey  coul  I  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  taking  cf  the  water,  it 
would  hav  e  been  taken  long  ago. 

tin  motion  of  4 Herman  Cutter,  the  motion  to 
refer  was  laid  upon  the  talle  in  order  to  allow 
time  to  get  ii  foimation  concerning  the  number  cf 
documents  printed,  etc.,  and  later  in  the  session 
on  motion  of  Alderman  lower,  the  subject  was 
again  taken  up  for  discussion. 

Alderman  Power— I  reiterate  the  statement  that 
it  seem?,  ic  u.e  th?t  the  e-vonor  J'si  esiio"  if  th's 
matter  is  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  If  any  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  or  "Water  Board  will  state  that  this  order  is 
au  horized  by  them,  or  came  from  them,  I  have  i  o 
objection  to  it,  provided  the  amount  is  limbed. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  one  can  come  heie 
from  the  street,  and,  1  hi oiigh  inadvertent  e  on  Ihe 
part  of  members  of  the  Council,  or  this  Board, 
get  an  order  to  print  five  hundred  ( opies  cf 
the  history  of  lire  eiiy  cf  Boston.  Now,  is  i 
proper  for  this  Board  to  grant  such  a  request 
without  it  has  the  pro,  er  authority  or  re  ommend- 
aiion.  Besides,  the  order  is  drawn  indefinitely — 
without  saying  who  is  to  nav  f  o,-  the  pi  inting.  "Of 
course,  if  the  members  i  f  the  Water  Board  or  the 
Committee  on  Water  request  it  in  (roper  form, 
the  C  omminee  on  Priming  will  not  ol  ject  to  it. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— This  order  was  not  offered 
by  any  one  on  the  street,  but  by  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
City  Council.  I  suppose  he  knew  that  the  supply 
of  the  reports  had  beerr  exhausted.  I  move  that 
the  subject  be  laid  unon  the  table  until  Wednes- 
day next,  when  I  will  give  the  gentleman  the  in- 
foi  niation  he  desiies. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  board  adjourn  it  be  to  Wednesday 
next  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  it  was  ordered 
that  a  conimitti  e  cf  one  be  apj  ointed  to  examine 
the  returns  of  the  special  election  in  Ward  3  to- 
morrow, and  the  chairman  appointed  Alderman 
Stebbins  said  committee. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


SMITH'S   RIDINd   SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  mooting  granting  "leave  to  withdraw" 
on  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  a  riding-school  sta- 


ble'] 


rear  (if  loi.'i  Wnshingion  street,  on  property 


<  f  I  lie  heirs  of  W.lliam  Brig'hai 

Aldeiman  Worthington— 1  should  like  to  have 
some  reasons  given  why  we  should  reconsider  that 
vote. 

Alderman  Power— My  reason  is  principally  this: 
Of  course,  until  the  vote  was  taken  on  that  ques- 
tion, Iliad  no  idea  how  any  member.-  of  this  board 
were  going  to  vote.  After  seeing  the  votes  if  the 
members  of  1his  Bond  I  must  say  that  1  was  very 
much  astonishel,  and  I  cannot  understand  how 
some  gentlemen  could  vote  as  they  did  on  this 
que  tion.  Tere  is  one  gentleman  in  this  Board,  at 
least,  who  voted  in  favor  of  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  efcor  making  a  thoiough  exami- 
nation of  an  estal  li'lincnt  sin'i  lar  to  the  one  pro- 
posed in  this  petition,  of  which  a  member  of  this 
Board  is  one  of  the  proprietors.  Af/er  making 
th  it  examination  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
such  an  establishment  could  not  be  a  nuisance. 

Al Herman  H'vri is — I  rise  to  the  point  of  order, 
whether  th  >  Al  lei  man  lias  the  right  to  renect  up- 
on a.  y  member  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  his  busi- 
ness. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  does  rot  understand 
that  Al  ierman  Power  does  reflect  upon  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can 
construe  anything  1  have  said  as  a  rejection  upon 
any  -member  of  this  Board.  It  is  no  reflection  up- 
on  a  gentleman  to  say  that  he  carries  on  a  riding 
school,  which,  I  contend,  is  a  respectable  business. 
I  did  not  intend  ai  y  such  rejection.  1  said  that 
o.ie  gentleman  i;  fo'rmed  nie  that  he  voted  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  Uie  petitio.  e:s  after  thoroughly  ex- 
ami,  i.  g  an  establishment  of  which  a  member  of 
this  Bond  is  part  owner.  According  to  his  judg- 
ment such  an  establishment  conl.l  rot  be  a  nui- 
sance. Now,  the  gentleman  f.om  the  Highland 
District  dwelt  strongly  upon  the  fact  that  this 
establishment  mu-t  he  a  nuisance,  and  he  made  a 
veiy  pathetic  appeal  fir  the  health  and  welfare  cf 
tlie'pe.iple  living  in  the  vicini.y,  on  the  strength 
cf  the  statement  that  stall's  generally  are  nui- 
sances. Now.  sir,  it  seems  to  nie  that  theie  is  dan- 
ger cf  this  question  being  run  into  the  ground, 
and  that  the  law,  which  was  made  far  a  goof  pur- 
pore,  is  to  be  porve:  ted  and  u-cd  to  the  detriment 
anlinju  y  of  enterprising  business  men  cf  this 
city,  i  should  like  to  know  where  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  this  coiinti  v  emanated  f.om,— and  wheie 
our  fort  fathers  brought  up,  if  it  was  not  dose  by 
the  ide  cf  stables  and  in  the  hid  Is,  and  not  over 
lr-atcd  furnaces  and  steam  pipes,  and  where  they 
got  their  strength  from.  A  great  deal  of 
bimcouil  e  and  capital  is  made  out  if  this  name 
cf  stable,  and  the  gentleman  comes  in  here 
w.th  the  names  of  physicians  appended  to 
certificates  that  the  health  of  residents  of  that 
vicinity  would  be  endangered,  ,f  a  stable  is  located 
there.  '  Furihermore,  sir,  members  <f  this  Board 
have  int. mated  that  if  more  space  were  allowed 
on  two  side-  of  that  stable,  ,f  sufficient  room  was 
left  so  that  a  ho.-e  carriage  or  steam  engine  might 
go  by  the  side  cf  that  budding,  they 
night     charge     th?ir     votes.  That,     sir,     is 

another  reason  why  I  have  moved  a  re- 
consideration. But,  as  I  said  before,  the 
ge  tleniau's  main  reliance  was  o.i  his  effort  to 
prove  that  such  places  must  necessar  ly  br  nui- 
sances. Now,  as  a  member  of  this  Loard 
is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  such  an 
establishment,  and  he  voted  against  giv- 
ing the  petitioners  permission  to  build  a 
stiil  le—  and  I  do  not  bid  eve  he  vo  e  I  against  it  be- 
came he  though:-,  such  an  cst.ibl  Anient  would  be 
a  mi  sanci — he  may  .  c-iic  an  opportunity  to  give 
h  s  reasons  for  s o  uo'ng.  If  he  is  prepare  I  to  give 
goo  I  reasons,  and  w  11  g.ve  them,  ana  if  he  states 
that  it  w  11  be  a  nuisance,  1  sh.ll  not  pi  ess  this 
matter  any  further,  for  .he  ought  to  be  the  very 
best  auinority  on  such  matters.  1  said 
that  one  member  might  change  his  vote 
if  more  space  were  to  be  allowed  around 
the  bill  ling.  I  bel  eve  the  owneis  of  that  land 
are  desnons  of  niec.ng  the  residents  about  the.e 
in  the  most  1  beral  spir.t.  'Ihey  are  also  anx.ous 
to  occupy  their  own  1  mil  an  i  get  some  income 
from  it.  'Ihey  have  been  thwarted  in  eveiv  at- 
tempt, (o  improve  their  piopeity,  but  I  nave  no 
doubt  that  f  time  is  given,  men  alterations  w  11 
be  made  in  the  plans  that  some  objections  f.oin 
members  of  ihis  Board  w.ll  be  removed.  'Jhose 
are  the  reasons  why  1  make  this  motion,  and  r 
hope  th.s  Board  w.ll  leconsider  the  vote. 


Alderman  Worthington — I  trust  that  we  shall 
not  reconsider  this  vote.  I  have  looked  at  the 
subject  very  can  fully,  and  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  erection  of  such  a  stable  as  is  pioposed 
will  be  a  very  serious  inconvenience  to  the  resi- 
dents about  there;  will  largely  deteriorate  the 
value  of  their  pro)  city,  and  result  veiy  much  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  city.  Last  Monday  I 
dwelt  very  largely  upon  the  nuisances  which  ihe 
citizens  of  thai  locality  believe  will  occur  if  the 
stable  is  erected,  but  i  cid  not  sj  eak  of  the  risk 
from  fiie  as  1  had  intended.  In  investigating  the 
subject  I  went  to  sec  the  pi  esi.ieuts  of  seveial  fiie- 
insuiancc  companies,  The  question  l  put  to  them 
was,  "Will  this  increase  the  iisk?"  Thrceif  ihim 
said  it  would  increase  the  risk  fiom  thirty-three 
to  fifty  per  cent.  Persons  living  in  that  square 
will  have  to  pay  tliiitv-lhiee  per  cent,  moie  on 
their  insurance  than  now.  Today  1  went  to  the 
Fire  Commissioneis  in  this  building,  giving  them 
the  exact  figures,  fiom  which  they  ma.ic  a  di  aw- 
ing. They  called  in  the  Chili'  E.  gineer  cf  the  Firo 
Department  for  consultation,  aim  today  f  received 
this  note : 

Boston,  Feb.  9th,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington:  Dear  Sir— The  Chief  - 
Engineer  joins  with  me  in  ihe  opinion  that  a 
builuing  of  the  size  named,  with  its  sin  lounuings, 
means  of  ace  ess  shown,  and  the  uses  intended  to 
be  made  of  it,  make  it  extiemcly  hazaiucus  in 
case  of  fire,  much  more  difficult  to  extirguish 
than  other  buildings,  and  if  will  on  liie  would  be 
very  disastrous  to  the  neighboihood. 

\  eiy  respectfully, 

D.   CHAM15ERL.IN." 

I  asked  him,  before  he  wrote  this  noie,  to  what 
extent  it  wotildincicasc  the  li-k,  and  he  answeied, 
"The  chances  cf  putting  out  a  the  would  be  at 
least  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  I  ban  in  an  ordiaaiy 
building  erected  on  the  street."  I  take  it  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  the  I  hief- 
i'.ngincei  is  al  out  as  g(  o.i  authority  as  i  an  be  ob- 
tained. The  lot  is  two  hundied  ami  five  feet  ceep, 
has  one  hundred  and  six  feet  f  ont  on  Wathii  gton 
street,  and  one  hundied  and  six  feet  nine  inihes 
in  the  rear.  The  front  buibdig  is  lhe  stones 
high  and  sixty-five  feet  deep.  The  passage 
fiom  the  rear  is'  through  an  an hway  eleven  ftet 
anu  four  inihes  in  wiaih  and  sixiy-five  feet  deep, 
the  building  being  one  hundred  and  three  feet 
square.  There  is  no  oilier  way  of  attai  king  .hat 
budding  in  less  from  Briggs  i  1  ne,  on  wh'nh  .hey 
have  no  right  to  go.  if  ihey  had  siuh  a  i  ight  .he 
building  would  have  to  be  attacked  in  the  ieai — 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  ihame  exiept 
through  the  arth.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  what 
chance  there  is  wlih  a  ladder  in  an  arch  like  .his. 
On  ihe  sides  the  building  goes  wi  Inn  cigh  cen 
inihes  of  the  abutters,  the  yards  io  ihe  house  be- 
ing only  ten  feet  wide,  if  you  wished  io  get  into 
this  building,  you  would  have  to  hob!  a  ho  elite 
straight  up  and  down.  I  think  .he  facts  felly  jus- 
tify ihe  liie  Commissioneis  in  saying  n  ls.ho 
worst  building  that  can  be  elected  in  .Inn  viiini.y. 

Alderman  Power— 1  gave  as  one  of  my  rea:  on j 
for  a  reconsideration  lhat  the  owners  cf  .his  piop- 
eity wish  to  meet  all  objections  that  may  be  oiler- 
ed  in  the  most  liberal  spirit,  'ihey  propo  e  io 
alter  the  plan  and  leave  surricient  space  ta  meet 
all  objections.  But  the  Al  ierman  has  lead  a  1  tier 
from  Mr.  Chambeilin.  i  would  state,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  David  Chambeilin  gave  the pei mission 
to  ertct  that  I  nil: ling,  and  he  stated  iliac  it  would 
be  getting  rid  (  1  Ihe  gieat  risk  which,  he  though:, 
exis.ed  on  the  picmi  es  as  ihey  stand  today.  So 
much  for  what  Mr.  Chambeilin  says.  jNo-u,  sir,  I 
want  to  ask  the  gentleman,  if,  when  he  consulted 
with  the  insurance  companies,  th'  y  were  awaie  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  piemises. 

Alderman  Worthington— be.  feetly,  sir. 

Aldeiman  Power— And  knew  the  kind  of  build- 
ings standing  there? 

Aldeiman  Worthington— Yes,  sir,  they  told  me 
of  the  kind  of  building. 

Alderman  Power— i  lie  owners  of  this  estate  do 
not  propose  to  have  seventy-five  windows  nor  half 
that  number  open.  A  good  proportion  of  the 
windows  on  those  plans  are  to  be  bricked  up. 
But  I  propose,  if  tins  matter  is  reconsidered,  to 
have  it  laiu  upon  the  table  until  the  owners  of  the 
property  can  present  plans  -which  will  be  satis- 
factory to  this  Board.  A  great  many  if  the  ob- 
jections raised  by  the  gciiilenian  fiom  tne  High- 
lands -would  be  obviated  if  a  change  weie  mane 
in  the  plans,  'ihe  owners  intend  to  tiy  to  meet 
any  reasonable  objection  against  such  a  bullring. 

Alderman  Woruiingcon—i  wish  to  conect  too 
gentleman.  There  arc  io  lie  seventy-live  windows 
on  each  end,  and  the  half -windows  (which  ;.ie  t 
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be  bricked  up)  are  for  light  where  the  horses  are 
to  stand.  The  windows  above  that  are  to  be  in 
the  riding  school,  and  must  be  open  for  ventila- 
tion. 

Alderman  Power— Oi  e  other  matter  I  wish  to 
state,  'the  r  ghts  of  the  owners  cf  this  pioperty 
in  liriggs  plice  cam  ot  be  disputed.  1  hold 
in  my  baud  here  records  wh'ch  co.  clusivcly  prove 
their  r.ght  to  pass  through  1  r'ggs  i  lace— if  that 
has  ai  yihii  g  to  do  with  this  quest  o.  ,  though  1  do 
not  thu.k  that  w  11  have  very  much  ii.fluei.ee. 

Alderman  Presoott>—1  was  veiy  much  surprised 
at  iheremaiks  of  the  gei  tlemai.  f  om  Ward  12. 
If  he  did  not  reflect  upon  an  ho.  oralle  member  cf 
this  Board,  he  certan  ly  did  question  fee  mot  to 
cf  that  gei  tleman's  voie  at  the  last  sessioi  .  'J  hat 
gei  tleman  veiy  propeily  keeps  his  seat ;  but,  for 
ore,  1  am  r.ot  w  11  i  g  to  let  such  lemaiks  pass  un- 
i.ot  ced.  1  do  l  ot  thn  k  it  gei  tlema.  ly  to  attempt 
to  force  that  member  to  give  his  lcnsons  for  vot- 
ii  g  as  he  did  at  the  last  meetii  g  cf  this  Board. 
But  Ihetakiig  it  for  granted  that  because  these 
parties  are  atterapMrf  f- es+ibl  sh  a  bus* -.ess  simi- 
lar to  his,  he  voted  as  he  did  because  he  did  not 
wai  t  any  comi  etitiou  in  that  section  of  the  city 
is,  it  seems  to  me,  a  slur  that  should  i  ot  be  passed 
unnoticed.  I  visited  the  pi  emises  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  1,  ai.d  the  members  cf  the  com- 
mittee, ai.d  I  am  suie  we  e;id  i  ot  hesitate  tive 
minutes  in  legard  to  the  unsuitable!  ess  of  the  site 
for  a  stable  of  this  kii.d.  I  believe  it  will  depreci- 
ate all  the  pioierty  in  the  neighborhood  about 
tdeie  fully  twenty-five  per  cert.  And  I  am  willing 
to  take  it  for  g.  ai.ted  that  eveiy  gentleman  in  this 
Boaid,  even  if  he  cairied  on  the  same  business, 
would  cast  his  vote  on  the  me.  its  cf  this  case,  and 
that  the  gentleman  referred  to  voted  as  honestly 
as  any  other  member  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  1  ower— 1  do  not .  ee  why,  if  a  person 
is  blamele^: ,  he  should  need  any  defence.  Jfthe 
gentleman  ca  t  his  a  ote  through  hone  t  motives  I 
uo  not  see  that  he  needs  any  defender  in  this 
Board.  The  que  tion  bi  fore  u^  i^  tu  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  whereby  we  gave  the  petitioners 
leave  to  withdraw. 

Aldeiman  Biook—  The  gentleman  f:om  Ward  9 
veiy  pioperly  r  ay-  I  vi  itea  the  locality  in  compa- 
ny with  both  members  cf  the  commit. ee,  and,  as 
Siated  by  the  gentleman  tiom  Ward  15,  my  great- 
est ol  jection  to  the  place,  and  my  strongest 
rea  on  for  voting  against  granting  the  peti- 
tion, was  the  ri'it  in  case  of  fiie.  With  the 
locadon    sunounded    by   dwelling    house  ,    and 


consider  that  I  was  doing  jus  Ike  to  the  property 
hollers  in  that  locrlity  to  vote  to  pcimit  the  erec- 
tion of  a  build,  g  cf  that  magi  itude  which  might 
be  filed  with  mateii;  Is  that  woul  I  cause  an  im- 
mense fire.  Tnat  was  my  gre  at  i  ear  on  for  votii  g 
as  f  did.  As  for  the  remarks  cf  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  VI,  I  did  l  ot  supi  ose  before  that  it 
was  lequired  of  any  m  mber  cf  this  Board  that  he 
should  tell  any  gentleman  how  he  intended  to 
vote,  or  wny  he  did  so.  i  foimed  my  own  opinion 
and  \  oled  on  it  ]  recisely  the  same  as  he  did. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— Tnis  question  seems  to 
trout  le  this  Board  i  omewhat,  and  I  do  not  know 
but  that  it  may  be  ;  s  well  to  have  another  mem- 
ber cf  this  Board  on  the  Committee  on  Health.  It 
seems  that  a  committee  of  two  cannot  agree. 
Tmy  both  ciifEer  as  to  tie  manner  in  which  this 
builii.  g  is  to  be  constiucied,  and  i  ow  the  matter 
has  simmered  down  to  dai  ger  from  fire.  I  do 
not  see  how  a  mai  ufacturing  i  lace  is  to 
increase  the  risk.  The  i  surai.ee  men  say  it 
will  increase  the  risk.  Why,  if  you  erect  a  j  lace 
as  high  as  the  Parker  House  any wheie,  it  will  in- 
cn  ase  the  lisk.  1  o  you  suppose  the  owneis  can 
afford  to  keep  theii  land  bare  Lecau.se  when  they 
putabuilJii  gonitit  will  ii.ciease  the  lisk?  if 
you  help  builjii  g,  you  will  help  the  city.  I  have 
voted  agan.st  these  heus  putting  up'hazardous 
buildi.  gs.  NoLody  said  this  riuii.g  schocl  was 
hazardous  when  it  was  dowu  h?ie  on  Washington 
street.  Theie  is  no. hing  hazardous  abe.ut  it.  you 
build  a  barren  brick  wall— there  is  nothing  to 
burn.  I  do  not  see  ai  y  objection  to  a  elo^e  con- 
nection with  a  high  buildi.  g.  Mr.  fcmiih  is  a  gen- 
tleman. 1  have  sent  my  daughters  to  his  ridii  g 
school  and  I  pretend  to  say  that  we  should 
not  ciiscourage  ridi.  g  schocls.  It  is  a  health- 
fell  exercise.  The  genileman  alludes  to  the  fact 
that  the  petitioners  in  aid  of  this  school  come 
from  Beacon  and  Hancock  streets.  Why,  that  is 
the  nearest  we  can  get  to  such  an  institution  at 
the  present  price  of  land.  The  m1  mber  cf  this 
Board  who  carries  on  a  tiding  school  need  noi  fear 
about  his  customers.    I  do  not  believe  he  does 


The  more  riding  schools  we  have,  the  more  people 
will  ride.  The  more  we  built  in  a  neighborhood, 
the  more  hazardous  it  will  be  for  occupants  of 
buildings  there.  Increase  building,  and  you  in- 
crease the  risk. 

Aldeiman  Power— I  trust  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  and  I  trust  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  expressed  themselves  as  willing  to  vote  for 
the  petition,  if  certain  alterations  can  be 
made  in  the  construction  of  that  establish- 
ment, will  vote  for  the  reconsideration,  that  this 
matter  may  be  laid  upon  the  tal  le  until  plans  can 
be  sul  mitted  which  will  be  satisfactoiy  to  a  ma- 
jority cf  this  Board. 

Aldeiman  Worthington— I  trust  that  we  shall 
not  reconsider  this  vote.  If  they  propose  to  change 
their  i  lans  let  them  come  in  with  a  new  petition, 
and  let  it  be  referred  to  a  new  committee.  This 
matter  has  been  bi  fore  the  committee,  and  should 
be  dist  osed  of,  so  that  the  residents  of  that  vicin- 
ity will  know  what  the  y  can  depend  uj  on.  When 
plans  that  will  meet  t lie  wants  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment wdll  come  up,  that  will  be  time  enough  to 
act  upon  them. 

Aldeiman  Power— The  gentleman  forgets  that 
if  this  petition  is  re  fused  the  petitioners  will  be 
prevented  from  coming  here  again  this  year. 

Aldeiman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Clark— I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsid. 
cr  will  prevail.  I  think  it  is  an  in  fair  and  an  un 
just  thing  towards  these  parties  who  wish  to  im" 
prove  their  property  to  l  ef  use  to  grant  this  peti- 
tion. As  1  understand  it,  there  are  three  purposes 
for  which  this  property  can  be  improved.  One  is 
a  riding  school,  one  a  building  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses, and  the  other  is  for  a  flower  garden.  I  con- 
tend that  we  cannot  compel  the  owners  cf  this 
property  to  keep  their  land  vacant,  or  use  it  for 
the  purposes  of  a  flower  garden,  or  to  give  light 
and  air  to  the  surrounding' residents.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  gentleman  from  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict should  be  so  opposed  to  the  erection  of  sta- 
bles. He  has  a  magnificent  stable  cf  his  own,  fill- 
ed with  horses  and  cows,  and  his  family  do  not  ob- 
ject to  it.  Furthermore,  there  are  within  a  stone's 
throw  cf  many  of  the  best  houses  in  Boston  stables 
containing  five  hundred  hors  es,  and  they  are  not  ob- 
jectionable. For  years  ago  there  was  on  Chestnut 
street  a  first-el  ass 'riding  siiim  1,  patronized  by  the 
neighborhood.  None  ever  objected  to  that  stable 
on  account  cf  nuisance  or  dangers  from  fire.  Fur- 
thermore, this  great  bugbear  of  fire,  which  is  so 
vividly  portrayed,  is  all  moonshine.  A  stable  is 
not  half  so  dangerous  as  a  machine  shop.  I  think 
the  owners  cf  that  property  deserve  great 
credit  for  wanting  to  go  forward  and  improve 
their  building.  W'e  n  fused  to  give  them  permis- 
sion to  put  up  a  building  for  mechanical  purposes, 
and  now  they  ask  for  permission  to  erect  such  an 
establishment  as  you  w  ill  see  in  New  York  right  on 
the  main  streets.  A  modern  stable  is  quite  a  differ- 
ent thing  f  loin  the  nuisance  that  exists  on  the  terri- 
toiy  at  the  present  time.  Now,  sir,  agreat  stress  was 
laid  upon  the  fact  that  people1  who  sinned  the  peti- 
tions for  this  riding  school  did  not  live  in  the  im- 
mediate neighboi  hood.  1  hat  petition  was  got  up 
for  this  reason  :  It  was  insinuated  that  this  riding 
school  would  not  be  kept  in  a.  1  espectable  manner, 
and  those  who  signed  that  petition  wished  to  show 
that  they  disputed  that  theory.  It  showed 
that  Mr.  Smith's  school  had  been  patron- 
ized by  the  veiy  best  people  in  Boston;  that 
it  had  been  managed  in  such  a  manner  that 
mothers  would  allow  their  daughters  to  go 
there.  And  that,  sir,  has  been  the  character  of 
Ihe  riding-school  stal  le  kept  on  Washington  stieet 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years.  It  did  not  take 
fire  there,— but  a  fire  caught  in  a  furniture  store 
and  burned  the  stable  down.  In  regard  to  raising 
the  insurance  rates,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to 
piesidents  of  insurance  companies.  1  am  sur- 
prised that  they  did  not  say  that  the  increase 
would  be  greater.  Nor  is  it  necessary  for  ustogoto 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  for  we  know  just  as  much 
about  it  as  they  do.  'ihe  effect  of'  refusing  to 
grant  this  petition  will  be  to  cause  the  owners,  in- 
stead of  improving  their  property,  to  dispose 
of  it  and  put  the  money  into  United  States 
bonds.     We   want  just  such  men  who  will  im- 


their  money  in  Government  bonds.  Now,  I 
contend  1  hat  Hie  wants  of  this  community  demand 
such  institutions  as  this.  We  have  not  got  enough 
of  them  in  the  city  today.  The  veiy  least  we  can 
do  is  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  lay  the  petition 
on  the  table,  and  let  the  parties  come'foi  ward  with 
their  i  lans,  as  they  propose  to  do:  let  them  pre- 
sent plans  which    this   Board  can  accept.    It  is 
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nothing  more  than  an  act  Of  justice.  So  far  as 
being  ah  injury  to  the  neighborhood,  ihe  idea  is 

f  11»,  ious.  The  diameter  of  that,  neighborhood 
has  been  changing)  and  h:is  not  been  a  very  desir- 
able i  l.uc  for  dwellings  for  many  years.  Dover 
street,  Shawmut  avenue,  Treinont  slreet  and 
Washington  street,  in  that  section,  are  fast  becom- 
ing business  streets,  and  I  ho,je  to  see  the  time 
■when  we  shall  i.ee  I  all  that  territory  for  business. 
Tho«o  ncoj  le  cannot  afford  to  live  on  land  which 
commands  such  a  high  price.  Those  parties  are 
hot  going  to  be  injured  so  very  much.  You  ean- 
l.ot  find  a  party  there  who  bought  land  sev- 
eral years  ago,  but  can  sdl  it  today  for  much 
much  more  than  he  pai  1  for  it.  f  am  glad  to 
see  business  growi.  g  towards  the  South  Bad,  and 
I  do  not  care  now  soon  that  section  will  be  turned 
into  business  streets.  Now,  if  those  parties  do 
i.ot  want  to  stay  there,  1  t  th  in  sell  out  and  move 
away.  Mr.  Bngham  will  buy  the  laud  and  per- 
haps erect  a  hotel  there,  or  a  theatre.  I  would 
not  do  anything  to  ii  juie  these  people,  but  we 
rllow  stable  at  the  West  E  id,  it  seems  to  ine 
that  we  can  do  to  at  the  South  End.  Let  us  re- 
consider this  vote  and  1  iv  the  subj  .'ct  upon  the  ta- 
ble, and  lit  the  architect  present  i  lans  that  wo 
cau  accent,  so  that  no  member  of  this  Board  can 
say  it  is  dai  g"rous  o  i  account  of  fire. 

Al  terman  ■  ower— The  gen. leman  from  Ward  9 
has  un  ieriaki  n  in  his  defci.ee  of  ano  her  member, 
1o  catechise  me  as  io  my  righ  s  in  this  Board.  1 
think  I  know  my  rights," and  knowing  thein  f  feel 
capable  of  mainlining  them  for  myself ,  an  t  do 
no  need  any  volunteers  in  my  il<  fen,  e.  1  was  in 
honest  ha..  \.e  hut  an  en  I  ire  Board  made  up  of  that 
kind  of  material.  I  claim  thar.  Ihavc  a  right  to 
ca!l  u;,on  any  member  of  his  Hoar  1  to  give  infor- 
mation upon  any  subject.  When  we  know  that 
one  gen  leman  i  o-se-scs  moie  information  unon 
this  subject  than  any  o:her  member,  I  think  we 
have  aright;  to  call  Mpon  him.  Now,  sir,  it  does 
appear  inac  one  gen  leman  of  ibis  Boanl  has 
vo  o  1  against  a  measure  ihat  might  be  for  the 
pu  lie  goo  I,  because  his  private  in  erest  m  ght  be 
assa.led.  1  say  i,  has  thai,  appearance,  and  being 
so,  it  is  a  grave  re  ection  uoon  this  Boar  I.  Such 
has  no.  b  en  ,ln  case  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  ibis  Board.  I  desire  lo  read  ihe  following  from 
th's  rules  and  orders  of  Ihe  Board  of  Aldermen: 

"3tct.  14.  No  member  shall  be  peiinitted  to 
vot<\  or  serve  o  i  acy  committee,  on  any  question 
where  his  privat  >  right  is  immediately  concerned, 
di-tii.ct  f  om  the  public  it  terest." 

I   do  not  say  that  any  member  of   this   Board  is 


situated  as  that  rules  avs,  but  it  is  for  members  of 
this  Board  to  explain  if  they  have  the  appearance 
of  doing  so.  1  do  not  claim  or  charge  that  any 
member  has  done  so,  but  I  say  it  has  tha  appear- 
ance of  being  so;  that  impro.-sion  has  got  e  abroad 
and  nothing  but  an  cx|  lanation  will  efface  it, 
and  in  justice  to  this  Board  an  explanation  is 
called  for.  The  gentleman  can  give  it  or  not,  as 
he  chooses. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  desire  to  say  that 
there  arc  more  than  three  uses  which  can  be  made 
of  this  property.  First,  they  claim  to  have  a  right 
to  go  through  Briggs  )  1  ice  ;  if  that  is  so  they  can 
put  up  a  styl  •  of  hnil  ling  tnat  will  let  quickly  and 
profitably.  There  are  abundant  other  uses  to 
which  the  property  can  be  put.  But  what  are  the 
facts  in  the  case?  Ask  why  that  property  ;s  as- 
sessed at  §1  50  per  foot,  ami  the  assessors  will  tell 
you  that  it  is  interior  property  and  cannot  be  used 
for  many  purposes.  TheAl  lerman  says  the  owner 
w. 11  buy  the  adjoining  properly  for  a  respectable 
price.  The  abutters  nave  said  they  woul  1  buy  this 
land,  but  the  least  the  owner  will  take  is  £5  per 
foot.  The  gentleman  says  that  section  is  all  com- 
ing into  business  uses.  Why,  the  very  nature  of 
the  streets  will  keep  business  away  from  that  sec- 
tion, ft  is  inhabited  by  a  class  of  persons  whom 
we  are  called  upon  to  protect  from  nuisance. 
They  have  built  their  houses  and  should  be  per- 
mitted to  live  there  and  r.ot  have  a  nuisance 
placed  beside  them.  Let  them  place  that  budding 
sixty  feet  high  there  and  the  sun  will 
never  shine  on  the  adjacent  dwtlltngs.  That 
is  a  nuisance  which  the  city  authorities  ought  to 
prevent  being  put  there.  In  addition  to  the  height 
of  the  building,  comes  the  smell  from  the  stable, 
the  noise  from  the  stamping  and  kicking  of  horses 
and  the  shaking  of  windows.  Everything  about  a 
riding  school  becomes  a  nuisance,  especially  in 
the  summer  season.  If  those  ladb  s  at  the  West 
Eud  desire  to  have  a  ri  ling  school,  they  can  build 
one  right  in  their  midst.  And  if  the  abutters 
choose  to  move  away  they  can  afford  to  do  so.  But 
down  here,  their  houses  are  all  they  have  in  the 
world,— and  mortgaged  at  that.  This  stable 
will  reduce  the  value  of  those  houses  f  idly  twf  nty- 
five  per  cent.;  it  will  be  a  cruelty   that  this  Board 


on  this  one  remain  where  it  is. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    11,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  sewer  assessments  on  Alonzo 
Bowers  and  Bailey  &  Jenkins.    Passed. 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  THREE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following : 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  return 
of  votes  cast  in  Ward  :s  on  the  10:  h  inst.,  for  one 
Representative  from  the  Third  Suit  oik  District  in 
the  place  of  John  Tewksbury,  whose  seat  was 
declared  vacant  by  the  present  Legislature, 
have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report  that 
the  return  is  properly  made,  and  exhibits  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Nathaniel  J.  Rust  has 362 

Thomas  J.  Anderson 248 

William  H.  Cook 109 

Nathaniel  J.  Rust,  having  a  plurality  of  ballots,  is 
accordingly  elected. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  Committee. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  certificate  of 
election  of  Nathaniel  J.  Rust  was  signed. 

REPORTS  PRESENTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  <  ■  rounds— Report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Elisha  T.  Loring,  for  leave  to  cut  down 
two  trees  on  Ashland  street,  Ward  16,  recommend- 
ing that  the  petitioner  be  allowed  to  remove  said 
trees  at  his  own  expense  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  Warren-street  (  hapel  to  hold  a  festival  at 
Music  Hall,  Feb.  23, 1874 ;  and  Albert  Howe  for 
license  as  an  auctioneer  at  Brighton.  Severally 
accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  Board  pro- 
ceed to  an  election  for  First-Assistant- Assessors. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  hurried  up  today.  I  have  not  had  time  to  look 
over  this  list  of  nominations  for  First-Assistant- 
Assessors  which  has  been  upon  our  table  since  the 
last  meeting,  having  In  en  engaged  in  public  busi- 
ness both  day  and  evening.  Here  we  have  thirty- 
three  First-Assistant-Assessors  to  elect,  who  are  to 
make  a  valuation  of  several  hundred  mill  ion  dollars 
of  property.  I  should  like  to  have  a  little  more 
time  to  look  into  the  subject,  that  I  might  vote 
more  intelligently  than  I  can  today.  The  ordi- 
nance prescribes  that  these  officers  shall  be  elected 
on  the  first  Monday  of  February,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter,  and  they  do  not  assume  their  po~- 
sitions  until  the  first  of  April.  I  cannot  see  any 
advantage  in  taking  a  ballot  today,  and  1  ask  that 
the  nominations  be  laid  over,  at  least  until  the 
regular  meeting  on  Monday  next. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  it  is  understood 
that  the  object  of  committees  is  to  give  such  mat- 
ters the  careful  consideration  they  require.  The 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  have  spent 
considerable  time  in  making  up  these  nomina- 
tions, and  they  certainly  have  been  successful  in 
procuring  thirty-three  candidates  who  will  bear 
very  favorable  comparison  with  any  who  have 
been  presented  for  many  years.  If  a  member  is 
dissatisfied  with  any  name  on  the  list  he  can  sub- 
stitute another  for  it. 
The  Board  voted  to  proceed  to  an  election. 
Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  a  recess  of  five 
minutes  be  taken.    Lost. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported as  follows  • 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  I".  I'ahner 12 

William  J.  Ellis 12 

Michael  Carney 12 

Edward  F.  Robinson 12 

R.  Ambrose  "Voung 12 

Edwin  B.  Spinney 12 

Charles  E.Jackson 12 


Abraham  G.  Wvman 3 

William  H.  Cundv 12 

Charles  Nowell 12 

George  F.  Williams 12 

Otis  Rich 11 

George  F.  Davis 11 

Andrew  J.  Browne 12 

E.  Foster  Morse 12 

rhin  as  B. Smith 12 

William  Withiniiton 12 

John  L.  Brigham 12 

Henry  Pierce 12 

H.  N.Holbrook 7 

John  Brown 9 

R  jger  H.  Scannell 12 

Joseph  R.Grose 11 

Charles  E.  Grant 5 

George  A.  Comins 12 

Gideon  Walker 13 

Judson  Chapin 8 

Theophilus  Burr 11 

Joshua  S.  I)  imklee 12 

William  B.  Long 11 

Nahum  Chapin 10 

Geori'c  S.  1'endergasl. 12 

John  H.  Giblin 8 

Joseph  L.  Drew 8 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 7 

James  Healey 51 

P.  McCarty 3 

A.  Vose,  Jr 1 

Jam  es  D  ennie 2 

William  Gallagher 1 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

The  gentlemen  above-name  1  receiving  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  were  declared  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  except  Messrs.  Holbrook 
and  Fennelly,  who  had  seven  each.  The  second 
ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

H.N.  Holbrook 4 

R.  J.  Fennelly 8 

and  R.  J.  Fennelly  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Cutter  presented  a  report  (City  Doc. 
No.  24)  from  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  requesting 
an  additional  appropriation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  financial  year.  The  expenses  incurred  on  sev- 
eral biidges  beyond  the  amounts  anticipated  at 
the  beginning  o'f  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 
Broadway  l.iidge,  §575;  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge,  §1801  47;  Xepon-et  Bri  Ige,  s'.iss  90;  Merid- 
ian-street Bridge,  8601.  In  addition  to  these  ex- 
penses, the  department  is  called  upon  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  bridges  in 
the  territory  recently  annexed.  The  estimated 
amount  during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year 
is  §5004  32,  and  the  committee  request  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  §5000. 

On  motion  of  A  lderman  Cutter,  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
for  the  month  of  January  was  received.  The 
board  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  Chaileslown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton 
has  added  to  the  city  a  very  large  area  to  be  pro- 
tected against  fire,  and  thai  there  was  at  the  time 
of  anfexrticn  afo-ee  in  the  fire  departments  of 
the  several  towns  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  variously  organized-.  The  board  are 
of  opinion  that  thi>  number  is  unnecessarily  large, 
but  that  the  addition  of  one  hundred  and  fif.y 
men  should  be  made  to  the  force  provided  for  by 
the  ordinance  of  October  13, 1873,  establishing  the 
Fire  Department  of  Boston,  and  that  this  force  is 
needed  to  propeily  protect  tho  e  districts 
from  fire.  They  Would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  ordinance  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  force  of  the  department 
700  men  instead  of  550.  Appended  to  the  report  is 
a  statement  of  the  ii res  dui  ing  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, of  which  the  following  is  a  summary:  Num- 
ber of  alarms  85.  of  which  21  i  were  "stills'';  in  the 
city  proper  53,  s-outli  Boston  7,  East  Boston  0,  Rox- 
bury 11,  Dorchester  5,  Chatlestown  6,  Brighton  2, 
West  Roxbury  1.  Loss  on  buildings,  §288,501 ;  loss 
on  stock,  S174.0.j4  48;  insurance  on  buildings,  §527,- 
000;  insurance  on  stock,  §224,180. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  stebbins, the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ORDFR  OF  NOTICE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  one  notice  be  given  to  A.  W.  Per- 
rin  and  all  other  parlies  interested  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Februa- 
ry next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  removing  a  tree  standing 
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in  the  centre  of  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  l.lio  estate 
owned  by  said  Forrin,on  thesouth  side  of  Wuverlcv 
street,  and   any   person   wlio  objects  thereto  wiil 
then  and  there  he  heard. 
Passed. 

NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebhins,  the  nomina- 
nations  of  the  >I:i\ or  pie-enled  at  the  meeting  on 
Monday  for  the  offices  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  Faneuil  Hall,  Faneuil-Hall  Markets, 
Wagons  and  Trucks,  flacks  and  Carriages,  Intel- 
ligence Offices  and  Pawnbrokers  and  Inspector  of 
of  Milk,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  confirmed. 

THE  REPORT  ON  THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  to 
print  Mill  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Water 
Board  (City  Hoc.  No.  li'.i)  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  (utter— I  would  state  that  the  print- 
ing of  this  document  will  be  very  expensive;  it 
will  cost  $500  to  print  one  map  alone.  The  City  En- 
gineer has  in  his  possession  some  sixtv  copies 
which  can  be  sent  to  the  other  branch,  and  it  docs 
appear  to  me  that  as  there  were  a  thousand  copies 
01  iginally  printed  this  matter  should  go  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  and  1  therefore  move  that  it 
he  referred  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Power— It  was  intimated  by  some  of 
the  members  of  this  Board  at  the  last  meet- 
ing that  perhaps  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing had  gone  outside  the  line  of  his  duty,  and 
some  thought  that  his  action  had  the  appearance 
of  dictating  to  ibis  board.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
he  had  any  idea  that  the  letter  be  wrote  to  me  was 
going  to  be  made  public.  As  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  I  have  requested  him  to 
notify  me  when  any  matters  come  up  which  affect 
that  department  or  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  in 
accordance  with  those  instructions  he'  sent  me 
tint  letter.  He  had  no  idea  of  dictating  to  this 
Board,  and  I  would  like  permission  to  read  anoth- 
er letter  from  him : 

Office  Superintendent  of  Printing,  1 
Boston,  Feb.  11th,  1874.     ( 

Alderman  Power :  Dear  Sir— Noticing  by  the 
report  of  Monday's  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, that  1  am  accused  of  improperly  inter- 
fering with  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, I  desire  to  oiler  (he  following  explanation: 
I  learned  incidentally  in  the  office  of  the  Water 
Department— having  usually  the  issue  of  its  re- 


it  had  not  originated  in  the  Water  Department. 
Knowing  that  the  cost  would  be  unusually  large, 
and  would  be  charged  to  the  printing'  appropria- 
tion, if  I  was  rigidly  informed,  1  considered  it  my 
duty  to  notify  you,  as  chairman  of  the  Printing 
Committee,  of  the  nature  of  the  order.  I  have 
noticed  in  reports  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  additional  appropriations  asked 
for,  that  department  officers  "have  been  cau- 
tioned to  take  all  proper  care  to  prevent  the  ap- 
propriations falling  short.  As  I  he  printing  appro- 
priation is  almost  entirely  disbursed  under  my 
supervision,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  wall  be 
sufficient  for  the  year,  1  coul  1  properly  pursue  no 
other  course,  'lh'e  first  edition  of  the  report  (Doc. 
29)  was  1000  copies,  and  cost  .-#1377  Ii7,  of  which 
«ft38  57  was  charged  to  priming,  and  S73S  GO  to  ad- 
ditional supply  of  water.  The  cost  of  500  addi- 
tional copies  is  now  estimated  at  #050.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  copies  of  a  report  on  the  Mystic;  wa- 
ter have  just  been  completed,  by  order  of  the  City 
Council,  for  general  information,  and  charged  to 
printing.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  want  of  Docu- 
ment, 29  for  any  o. her  purpose  than  public  infor- 
mation, as  the'report  is  on  file  in  the  departments, 
and  will  be  bound  in  the  volumes  of  city  docu- 
ments. I  respectfully  disclaim  any  purpose  of  in- 
teiforence  with  the  proceedings  of  cither  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  having  only  endeavored  to 
give  proper  info]  niation  to  one  person  only,  with 
whom  my  official  relation  is  such  as  seemed  tore- 
quire  it.  Respectfully  vours, 

George  Coolidge, 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 

Alderman  Stebhins— As  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing  report-  that,  lhe  print  ing  of  five  bundled 
copies  of  the  report  will  eo-t  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  1  shall  move  to  amend  the  order  by  mak- 
ing the  number  three  hundred,  and  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  an  Addi- 
tional Supply  of  Water. 

Alderman  Power— The  lessening  of  the  number 
of  copies  will  lessen  the  expense  but  very  little. 
After  the  type  is  set  the  expense  of  five  hundred 


will  be  very  little  more  than  that  for  three  hun- 
dred. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  should  hope  that  if  lhe  com- 
mittee think  best   to   have    anv  printed    at   all,  the 

number  ma-    be  one-  : -and.     The  ma!,  will  eo-t 

five  hundred  dollars  alone.     I  hope  the  order  will 
go  to  the  Commit  tee  m.  Printing. 

Alderman  Stebhins— The  plate  for  the  printing 
of  the  map  i  alreadj  in  exi  I enee,  and  the  princi- 
pal cost  will  be    i  itiirj  tic  type  for  the  report. 

Alderman  Cutter— 'lhe  Cuy  Engineer  stated  to 
me  that  the  plate  wa-  i  o    in  exi- fence. 
Alderman  Stebbins  ren  iwed  bis  amendment. 
The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  refer  took 
precedence,  and  the  board  vo'e  I  to   refer  the   or- 
der to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

smith's  riding  school. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Power  to  reconsider  the  vote  giving  J.  M. 
Smith  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  to  locate  a 
riding  school  at  1013  \\  ashlngton  street,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall — I  have  a  few  words  to  say  in 
connection  with  this  subject.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  said,  at  the  meeting  on  Monday, 
that  there  was  a  gentleman  connected  with  this 
Board  who,  he  thought,  coul  1  give  some  valuable 
information  on  the  subject  of  this  riding  school. 
It  is  for  that  purpose  that  I  ma.de  the  motion  to 
take  this  subject  from  the  table.  I  am,  as  the 
Alderman  said,  proprietor  of  a  riding  school  on 
West  Dedharn  street.  I  bought  the  land  some- 
thing over  six  years  ago,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
riglr.lv,  for  the  purpose  of  a  stable.  At  the  time 
1  bought  the  land  there  was  a  petit'on  before  lhe 
City  Government  for  permission  to  locate  a  stable 
there.  I  purchased  the  lot  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, and  made  one  payment  with  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  If  1  failed  to  get  permission  to 
erect  a  stable  on  it  I  woul  1  forfeit  the  money  then 
paid,  and  1  did  not  take  a  deed  of  the  land  unt  1 
after  I  had  received  permission  to  erect 
the  stable.  I  paid  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
foot  more  for  it  for  this  purpose  than  I  could  have 
bought  it  for  to  have  used  in  other  busi- 
ness. This  lot  was  sixty  feet  front,  and  I 
bought  it  of  the  owners  of  the  houses  on  Cpton 
street  directly  in  my  rear.  Adjoining  this  pi  oper- 
ty  was  a  lot  twenty-five  feet  in  front',  occupied  by 
tenement  houses,  and  this  land  1  bought  of  the 
parties  who  lived  upon  it.  The  next  lot  to  that 
was  thirty  feet  front,  and  it  had  been  occupied  by 
a  stable,  'this  lot  I  al;0  purchased,  making  115 
feet  front  by  '.id  deep,  the  size  of  the  present  budd- 
ing upon  it,  which  is  six  stories  high.  So  much 
for  my  stable.  Between  my  budding  and  bpton 
street  there  is  a  passageway  of  twenty  feet,  and 
the  yards  in  the  rear  of  Hio-e  houses  a: e 'some  forty 
feet  deep,  making  a  distance  of  sixty  feet  from 
my  stable  to  those  houses.  I  have  a  statement 
here  of  the  asse-sed  valuation  of  tho=e  houses  on 
Upton  street  from  1869  to  1873,  inclusive,  which  is 
as  follows : 
No.  of  house.       1869.         1870.       11571.  1872.  1873 

30 $13,000     S]_\iihii    ptl.uo      SI!, urn    811,000 

32 13,11(10    12,(1(111   ll.UUU    11,000   ll.UUU 

34 13,000    12,000   11,000    11,000   11,000 

3H 12,1,00    11,000   10,0(10    10,000   10,000 

38 12,000    11,000   10,000    10,000   10,000 

40...: 12,000   11,000  10,000   10,000  10,000 

42 12,000   11,000   10,000   10,000   10,000 

This  shows  a  depreciation  of  $2500  on  the  valua- 
tion of  No.  30  ami  .-20(10  on  each  (  f  the  other  pieces 
of  property  in  my  immediate  rear,  with  a  pa-sage- 
way  twenty  feet  and  a  yard  of  forty  feet  in  width 
between  them  and  my  lot.  I  wish  the  Board  to 
understand  distinctly  that  1  bought  tins  land  f  ,om 
the  parties  who  owned  and  lived  in  those  houses 
in  my  immediate  rear.  Now,  then,  if  my  stable 
has  so  depreciated  that  property,  with  the  dis- 
tance of  sixty  feet  between  my  lot  and  those 
houses,  how  much  more  will  a  stable,  built  after 
the  plan  proposed  in  this  petition,  depreciate 
those  small  houses  abuti  ing  on  three  sides  of  the 
estate  of  the  heirs  of  William  Brighnm,  in  the 
rear  of  1043  Washington  street.  And  my  motives 
are  called  in  question,  today,  because"  I  voted 
against  permitting  this  stable  to  be  erected. 
On  three  sides  of  this  lot  are  dwelling 
houses,  owned  and  occupied  by  men  of  mod- 
erate means,  who  have  remonstrated  against 
the  granting  of  ihe  prayer  of  these  petitioners. 
The  last  Citv  Govenimem  refused  io  permit  a  sta- 
ble to  be  built  upon  that  lot— and  very  justly,  I 
think.  At  that  time  I  was  importuned  to  assist 
the  remonstrants,  to  the  end  that  the  petitioners 
might  have  leave  io  withdraw,  but  1  did  not  do  so. 
But  in  the  present  case  I  have  voted  to  protect  the 
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interest  of  the  poor  against  the  rich,  and  for  so 
doing  I  am  called  in  question.  I  believe  the  gen- 
tlemen of  i  his  Board  are  far-seeing  enough  to 
know  that  no  one  bu-iness  can  thrive  alone.  Com- 
petidon  is  the  life  of  trade,  and  to  that  end  I  in- 
vite all  who  are  interested  to  build  as  many  riding 
schools  at  the  South  End  as  they  may  choose,  for 
I  believe  it  would  be  for  my  interest  for  them  to 
do  so.  I  believe  (hat  it  would  be  an  injury  to  the 
business  if  ai.v  one  per  on  had  a  monopoly  of  it, 
and  I  can  faiifv  and  honestly  say  that  we  are  not 
doing  as  much  business  today  a--  we  did  when  there 
were  two  other  riding  school  in  tin-  city.  I  would 
be  very  glad  to  have  more  riding-schools  establish- 
ed. My  right  to  vote  on  this  -ubject  ha-  been  ques- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  12.  I  claim 
that  I  had  a  right  to  vote  upon  it  as  I  thought  fit, 
and  without  giving  any  reasons  at  all,  unless  I 
chose  to  do  so.  I  voted  as  I  did  because  these 
hou  es  are  owned  and  occupied  by  persons  who 
became  pos-  e-  sed  of  them  by  honest  toil.  I  claim 
the  right  always  to  vole  to  protect  the  poor  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  rich.  Many  of  those 
houses  are  mortgaged  for  two-thirds  of  their 
value,  and  if  they  depreciate  as  much  as  those  in 
my  rear  have,  you  will,  by  giving  permission  to 
erect  this  stable,  turn  them  from  their  comfort- 
able, honestly  and  hard-earned  homes,  penniless 
into  the  street.  The  gentleman  who  has  the  honor 
to  preside  over  thi«  Board,  in  his  remarks, 
last  Monday,  said,  "if  they  dc  not  like  the  sta- 
ble, let  them  sell  out  and  move  away."  Now, 
in  the  name  of  all  that  is  fair,  is  that  a  good 
reason?  is  this  a  fair  reason,  and  what  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  from  such  a  source?  If  it  is  satis- 
factory to  him,  it  is  not  so  to  me,  and  I  cannot  al- 
low him  to  think  and  judge  for  me.  As  to  the  lo- 
cation of  this  stable  it  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
mean'  of  access  is  a  passage  through  an  archway 
sixty  feet  long  by  eleven  feet  four  inches  wide. 
If  they  have  any  "rights  in  Briggs  place  I  would 
like  to  see  the  record  produced.  It  has  not  been 
shown  to  this  Board  as  yet,  except  by  assertion. 
In  last  evening's  Transcript  I  noticed  a  little  ed- 
itorial article  bearing  upon  this  subject.  It  inti- 
mateel  that  I  was  not  doing  my  honest  duty.  I 
think  such  a  statement,  without  more  of  the  facts 
being  known,  and  having  for  its  basis  the  asser- 
tion of  only  one  man,  comes  with  very  bad  taste 
from anews  paper  which  receives  .-(  000  a  year  from 
the  City  Government  for  work  which  all  the  pa- 
pers do  in  part  for  nothing,  and  some  are  willing 
to  do  entire  for  a  mere  pittance.  So  much  for  that 
statement. 

Al  lerman  Power— I  have  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man's explanation,  and  he  may  be  satisfied  with  it 
himself,  but  I  am  not,  and  I  do  not  think  his  con- 
stituents will  1  e  as  well  satisfied  with  it  as  he  is. 
He  has  taken  pains  to  ex-  lain  the  great  sympathy 
he  has  for  the  poor  people  who  are  to  be  damaged 
by  the  erec,  ion  of  this  Stable  on  the  In  ighatu  e-  f  a :  e. 
Before  doing  so  he  plait  ly  states  that  he  wilfully, 
knowingly  rims  an  <  stal  lishnient  that  has  depre- 
ciated the  value  of  the  property  of  his  immediate 
neighl  ors.  It  seems  to  me  that  his  argument  is 
hare.ly  consistent,  that  his  action  is  inconsistent 
with  the  gri  at  sympathy  he  expre-ses  forthe  own- 
ers of  those  adjoining  estates.  'Ibis  argument  has 
been  enlarged  upon  i  efore  by  oilier  members  of 
this  1  oard.  "What  the  property  adjoining  his  rid- 
ing school  is  assessed  for,  and  what  it  would  bring, 
might  show  a  different  state  of  things.  However, 
I  do  not  understand  th"  gentleman  to  say  that  he 
considers  such  an  estal  lis  linn  nt  a  nuisance.  As  I 
stated  at  the  last  meeting,  I  thought  that  if  any 
gentleman  supposed  a  member  of  this  Board  pos- 
s<  sst'd  more  knowledge  on  a  sul  ject  than  anybody 
else,  it  Was  noihing  bur  fair  that  we  should  try  to 
get  reliable  ii  formation  from  that  source,  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  in  enlarging  upon 
the  sul  ject  seemed  to  rest  solely  upon  the  ground 
that  this  place  was  and  must  necessarily  be  a  nui- 
sance. But  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  to  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands, 
that  such  an  establishment  must  necessa- 
rily be  a  nuisance  if  well  conducteel.  Now, 
sir,  one  reason  why  I  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  this  vote,  as  1  stated  b(  fo  e,was  that  the  owners 
of  ih's  property  desire  to  meet  the  proprietors  of 
the  ae. joining  estates  there  in  as  liberal  a  spirit  as 
po-sil  le,  and  to  try  to  put  up  a  building  that  would 
be  a  great  improvement  over  thoe  at  present  on 
the  estate.  As  to  the  fne  risks  and  nuisance,  they 
would  put  up  a  budding  that  would  do  away  with 
the  gnat  risk  and  nuisance  existing  there  now. 
1  he  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  on  a  former 
occasion  gave  some  statistics  as  to  what  the  ad- 


joining property  is  assessed  at,  and  went  on  to 
show  that  he  thought  that  by  the  erection  of  this 
stable  the  property  would  be  damaged  at  least  : 
twenty-five  per  cent.  The  assessors' books  show 
that  the  block  bounded  by  Washington  street, 
Medford  court,  Shawmut  avenue  and  Groton 
street,  including  briggs  place,  is  valued  as  fol- 
lows : 

1039  Washington  street $23",<)00 

1041  "  "       20,800 

1061         '    "  "       20,800 

1065  "  "       23,000 

1043-1053     "  "      (Brigham  heirs)...  100,000 

Bark  land  (stable  lot)  "  "       ...  21,400 

24b  Shawmut  avenue 10,000 

243    "      "    8,600 

250    "      "   8,600 

252    "      "   10,400 

254    "      "   10,400 

234    "      "   12,300 

236    "      "    9,200 

238    "      "   : 3,200 

240    "      "   9,200 

242    "      "    9,800 

Making  a  total  of  $303,300,  of  which  the  Brigham 
heirs  are  assessed  .^121,400.  The  above-named 
estates  on  Shawmut  avenue  do  not  abut  on  the 
stable  lot  and  cannot  be  much  affected  by  putting 
a  stable  on  it. 

1  Medford  court $6,000 

3  "  "     4,800 

5  "  "      4,900 

7  "  "      4.900 

9       "  "     4,900 

17  "  "     4,800 

13  "  "      6,300 

49Braelford     "      }  these  three  ( 5,800 

51        "  "      >      donot      { 5,800 

53       "  "      )        abut.       t 5,800 

1  Briggs  place")  ( 5,900 

\   :      .   >adfnSxi  m 

4  i      0i,„t      I   5,/ 00 

5  "  "  abut-         5,100 

6  "  "J  (, 5,800 

7  "  "     5,400 

8  "  "     4,200 

4  Groton  street 5,500 

6  "  "      5,000 

8  "  "      5.000 

10       "  "      4,300 

12       "  "      5,100 

14  "  "  5,500 

16  "  "  4,500 

18  "  "  5,500 

20  "  "  5,500 

The  total  valuation  of  the  block  is  $416,900 ;  val- 
uation of  estate  ed'  Brigham  heirs,  ^121,400;  valua- 
tion of  estates  not  affected,  $181,900;  valuation  of 
estates  in  any  way  concerned,  $143,000.  If  the 
abutters  are  injured  to  the  extent  of  twenty-five 
percent.,  -ay  s.;:>r,,:mn,  the  increased  \  alua.  ion  will 
not  be  less  than  $at),n00  by  the  stable  building, 
etc.  Granting  thai  the  gentleman's  argument  is 
true,  that  the  properly  will  depreciate  twenty-five 
per  cent,,  it  will  be  increased  much  mote  than  it 
is  depreciated  by  the  building  of  thi-  stable.  But 
the  adjoining  estates  being  generally  not  occu- 
pieel  by  their  owners,  but  by  many  tenants — in 
some  cases  seven  in  a  single'house— « ill  not  be 
injured  to  this  extent,  if  at  all.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  estates  is  41;  the  whole  number  of  tenants 
is  92,  anel  the  number  of  estates  occupied  by  their 
owners  is  13.  In  regard  to  fire,  1  wish  to  say  that 
the  building  is  almost  incombustible.  The'  walls 
are  to  be  very  thick  ami  lei'.,  bare  ;  the  floor  of  f  he 
riding-school  is  to  be  covered  with  clay,  on  which 
a  fire  might  be  kept  burning  for  days  without 
charring"  the  1  oards.  This  "extends  'across  the 
whole  building  and  eliectually  cuts  off  fire  from 
above  or  below.  The  stable  is  not  to  be  a  barn, 
and  very  little  hay  will  be  kept  there,  and  that 
mostly  i'n  bales.  Stand  pipes,  which  will  command 
the  entire  building,  .-no  to  1  e  put  in  ;  a  steam  fire 
engine  is  located  in  rite  immediate  vicinity.  The 
first  floor  is  open  so  that  a  ho  e  carriage'  or'engine 
could  run  through  without  <>l  :-i  a,  le  to  Biitrgs  place. 
The  roof  is  Hat,  is  only  fifty-one  feet  high,  instead 
of  sixty,  as  the  gei.tb  man  from  the  Highlands  stat- 
ed, and  is  surrounde  I  by  battlements.  The  front 
stores  are  three  stories  high,  and  not  five,  as  stated 
by  the  gen. b  man  from  the  H  ghlands.  ]f  these 
parties  can  have  a  permit  to  use  their  cellar  at 
grade  seven,  (having  four  feet  drainage  and  a 
floor  paved  in  cement)  they  can  lower  the  total 
height,  nearly  four  fee' .  No  horses  are  to  be  kept 
in  the  cellar,  anel  they  only  wi-h  to  take  the  grade 
of  Shawmut  avenue,  'which  is  four  feel  lower  than 
Washington  street.  This  was  refused  by  the  last 
Board  without  a  hearing,  as  I  hey  thought  it  was 
important  that  the  territory  should  be  raised 
above  the  grade  of  Shawmut  avenue,  so  that  the 
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drainage  should  go  into  the  fewer  in  Washington 
street  ,'and  ]>revent  the  drainage  from  the  building 
going  upon  the  premises.  Now,  gentlemen,  here 
is  the  mo-it  important  part  of  this  question.  These 
parties  already  have  a  permit  to  build  this 
riding  school,  according  to  the  plans,  with- 
out leaving  any  passageway  about  it. 
They  have  stables  on  the  premises  to- 
day which  will  hold  more  horses  than  they  want 
for  the  riding  school.  They  do  not  need  to  put  a 
single  horse  into  ibis  riding  school.  They  have 
stables  sufficient  to  bold  as  many  horses  as  they 
want,  and  they  can  keep  those  stables.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, what  do  they  ask  you  to  do?  They  want 
to  tear  down  this  old  stable  and  remove  any 
ground  for  complaint  and  wipe  out  any  other 
nuisance  that  can  be  complained  of.  If  you  do 
not  grant  them  permission,  they  can  build  the 
riding  school  according  to  their  plans  and  take 
the  horses  into  it  from  the  obi  stablest  By  grant- 
ing them  this  pel  mission  you  get  rid  of  all  those 
old  stables.  You  refuse  them  permission,  and  all 
those  old  stables  can  be  kept  there  and  the  place 
made  ten  times  more  dangerous  than  it  would  be 
if  you  granted  the  request.  Let  it  not  be  mis- 
understood. They  have  all  the  stables  on  the 
ground  that  they  need;  so  it  is  for  you  to  say 
whether  you  will  continue  a  nuisance  there,  or 
have  it  removed.  That,  gentlemen,  is  the  only 
question  before  this  Hoard— whether  the  owners 
of  this  property  shall  be  permitted  to  pull  down 
these  old  stables  and  put  up  a  larger  and  better 
one,  leaving  more  space  (dear.  They  have  altered 
their  plans  since  they  came  before  this  Board,  so 
as  to  leave  a  passageway  on  the  westerly  side  for 


a  hose  carriage,  engine  or  ladd'  is,  giving  up  some 
seven  or  <  ight  hundred  feet  of  tin  ir  land  to  meet 
the  oljections  that  some  gentlemen  have  raised 
here,  so  that  the  real  danger  of  fire  now  comes 
from  their  neighbors  and  not,  from  them.  The  ar- 
gument that  light  and  air  will  be  cut  off  or  dimin- 
ished, I  do  not  think  should  be  considered  for  one 
moment  by  this  Board,  for  the  neighboring  houses 
certainly  'have  no  right  to  the  light  and  air  they 
get  from  this  land  remaining  vacant.  I  do  not 
suppose  any  member  of  this  Board  would  vote 
against  allowing  them  to  build  a  church  or  a 
theatre  a  hundred  f  tet  high  if  they  desired    to  do 

Alderman  Harris— I  rise  to  ask  if  the  Alderman 
is  willing  to  ghe  way  and  allow  the  matter  to  lie 
upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting.  I,  for  one, 
desite  more  ii  formation  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  pet  feet  ly  willing  to  al- 
low it  to  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  gentleman 
gets  information  on  the  subject.  Some  of  the 
members  have  said  that  if  more  space  were  left 
about  that  building  they  might  be  induced  to 
change  their  votes,  and  I  thought  that  since  the 
subject  had  been  called  up,  some  gentlemen 
might  desire  to  decide  it  today.  Allow  me  to 
state  again  that  these  petitioners  have  leave  to 
erect  this  building,  and  also  that  they  have  sta- 
bles on  the  premises  amply  sufficient  to  keep  all 
the  horses  that  they  want. 

On  motion  of  Al;e;man  Harris,  the  motion  to 
reeonsi  ler  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    12,    1874. 


The  regular  weekh  meeting  was  hold  at  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  January,  and 
quartcily  reports  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and 
Superintendent  of  City  Scales  in  Haymarket 
square.     Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter,  C.J.  Donovan 
&  Co.,  David  II.  Hlaney,  Alonzo  F.  Neale,  et  al., 
George  Ellis  &  Co.  et  al'.,  and  W.  H.Jackson  et  al. 
Severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to 
borrow  $100,01(1),  to  be  added  to  loan  for  extension 
of  Devonshire  street  to  Dock  square.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  necessary 
furniture  and  supplies  for  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment.   Read  once. 

Order  for  the  approval  for  payment,  from  the 
appropriation  for  a  new  supply  of  water,  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  procuring  necessary 
information  concerning  such  supply.  Passed  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pea^eof  Ward  1. 

Order  to  pay  W.  Smith  anil  P.  F.  MeGaragle,  for 
the  erection  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Svvctt 
street,  $50l>»,  the  amount  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury on  account  of  insurance  on  the  building  in  ex- 
cess of  the  amount  advanced  by  the  city,  while 
the  work  was  in  progress.    Read  onee. 

ReDort  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon, etc.,  of  $760;  to  that  for  Survey,  etc.,  of 
I'.uil  lings,  $33011;  to  that  for  House  of  Correction, 
ijlii.iiiio.    Read  once. 

Request  for  additional  appropriation  for  the 
Committee  on  Bridges.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  order  for  the  printing  of  live  hundred  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  of  the  Water  Board  on 
an  additional  supply  of  water  (City  Doe.  No.  29  of 
1873)  came  down  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  The  Council  voted  to  recede  and 
concur. 

_  Monthly  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSORS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department 
nominating  thirty-three  First- Assistant- Assessors 
and  certificate  of' the  election  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  "Wil- 
liam J.  Ellis,  Michael  Cainey,  Edward  F.  Robin- 
son, P.  Ambrose  Young,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Charles  E.  Jackson,  William  II.  Ctinilv,  Charles 
Nowell,  George  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich,  George  F. 
Davis,  Andrew  J.  Browne,  L.  Foster  .Morse,  Fhin- 
easB.  Smith,  William  Withington,  John  L.  Brig- 
ham,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Brown,  Roger  H.  Sean- 
ncll,  Joseph  II.  Grose,  George  A.  Comiiis,  Gideon 
Walker,  Jud.-on  Chapin,  TTicophilus  burr,  Joshua 
S.  Duncklee,  William  B.  Long,  Nahum  Chapin, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  Richard  J.  Fonnelly,  John 
II.  Giblin,  Joseph  L  Drew  and  James  Healy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  rules  re- 
quiring the  nominations  to  lie  over  one  week  were 
suspended,  and  the  Council  voted  to  proceed  to  an 
election  for  Fiist-Assistant-Assessors. 

Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
Davis  of  Ward  14  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.-  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 72 

Necessary  for  a  choice 37 

r.eniamiii  V.  Palmer 69 

William  J.  Ellis 72 

Michael  Carney 72 

Edward  F.  Robinson 70 

P.  Ambrose  Young 70 

Edwin  P.  Spinney 66 

Charles  E.  Jackson 65 

Joseph  b.  Drew 60 

William  H.  Candy 70 

ChaTles  Nowell 72 

Georsre  F.  Williams 72 

Otis  Rich 72 

George  F.  Davis 71 


Andrew  3.  Browne 71 

L.  Foster  Morse 72 

Phiru-as  B.  Smith 69 

William  Withington 66 

John  L.  Brigham 71 

Henry  Pierce 71 

John  Brown 65 

Roger  H.  Scannell 59 

Joseph  R.  Grose 67 

James  Healey 51 

George  A.  Comins 64 

Gideon  Walker 72 

Judson  Chapin 70 

Theophilus  Burr 65 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 71 

William  B.  bong 72 

Nahum  Chapin 58 

George  s.  Pendergast 72 

John  H.  Giblin 49 

Richard  J .  Fennelley 29 

A.  G.  Wyman 49 

H.  N.  Holbrook 26 

C.  E.  Grant 22 

I.  F.  Atwood 18 

G.  H.  Williams 14 

A.  J.  Locke 14 

A.  R.  Holden 8 

A.  G.  Bartlett 7 

J.  M.  Maguire 6 

William  Gallagher 5 

R.  Vose,  Jr 2 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

M.  P.  McCarty 1 

The  first  thirty-two-named  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  A.  G.  Wyman 
was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— In  connection  with  the 
name  of  Mr.  Wyman  I  raise  the  point  that  he  is 
not  eligible  for  the  office  of  assessor,  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  is  employed  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, at  a  salary  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  a 
year.  It  strikes  me  that  his  election  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  a  statute  law  enacted  a  year  or  two 
ago,  which  forbids  bis  holding  such  a  position.  I 
therefore  raise  the  point  that  the  Pi  evident  can- 
not declare  him  elected,  on  account  of  this  legal 
restriction. 

The  President— It  is  impossible  for  the  Chair  to 
declare  him  ineligible.  His  ineligibility  will  have 
to  be  determined  otherwise. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  fired  at  East  and 'South  Boston,  the 
city  proper,  the  Hiuldands,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury. Brighton  and  Chailestowr,  at  neon,  on  the 
23d  inst.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of 
George  Washington.    Passed— yeas  60,  nays  0. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  (City 
Doc.  No.  14),  containing  a  list  of  all  the  suits  and 
legal  proceedings  to  which  the  city  of  Bo«ton  is 
party,  pending  at  the  time  of  his  last  report,  or 
since  instituted,  with  a  statement  of  the  causes  of 
action,  the  courts  wherein  the  several  cases  are 
pending,  and  the  action  that  has  been  had  in  them 
respectively,  was  received.    Sent  up. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ENGINEER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  (City 
Doc.  No.  20)  was  received,  and  ordered  sent  up. 

Statement  of  expenses  paid  from  the  depart- 
ment appropriation — Amount  of  appropriation 
for  1872-73  expended  from  January  to  May,  1x73, 
.$6068  86;  amount  of  appropriation  for  1873-4,  $2-1,- 
000  00;  total,  S30,0t;x  si;.  Salaries  of  City  Engineer, 
assistants,  draughtsmen  and  10  linen,  $20,431  83; 
instruments  and  repairs  of  same.  $214  .10;  drawing 
paper  and  material-.  $630  07;  stationery,  printing 
stock,  etc.,  $326  52;  reference  books  and  map 
frames,  $140  75;  printing  and  advertising,  $18  21; 
horse,  S3f>0  00 ;  travelling  expemes.  horse:keeping, 
etc.,  $655  52;  incidental  expenses,  $200  73;  total 
expenditures,  $23,058  13;  unexpended  balance, 
January  I,  1874,  $7010  73. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amounts  paid 
for  engineering  from  special  appropriations  since 
Jan.  1,  1873:  "Water  works,  $pim;  47;  widening 
streets,  $31  15;  Chelsea-street  Bridge,  $414  50; 
Federal-street  Bridge,  $105  50;  West  Boston  and 
Canal  bridges  ( one-half  to  be  paid  bv  Cambridge), 
$226  25.  Total  engineering  expense  for  1873, 
$25,832.  The  number  of  persons  employed  and 
paid  from  the  department  appropriation  was,  on 
the  first  of  January,  1X73  (including  the  City  En- 
gineer), 16.  The  present  number  is  19.  The  engi- 
neering fori  e  engaged  upon  the  work  pertaining 
to  "additional  supply"  is  paid  by  the  Water 
Board,  anil,  although  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  City  engineer,  is  distinct  from  the 
force  of  this  department.  The  large  amount  of 
work  required  by  the  great  number  and  magnitude 
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of  projected  improvements,  and  the  largely  in- 
creased territory  to  be  covered,  due  to  annexa- 
tion, will  -undoubtedly  necessitate  the  forming  of 
new  parties,  and  a"  consequent  addition  to  the 
number  of  employe-  during  the  coming  year. 

The  following  statements  give  the  operations  of 
the  department  of  the  past  year,  together  with 
such  description  of  works,  finished  or  in  prog- 
ress, as  is  thought  to  be  of  general  interest : 

Sudbury  Siver  and  Lake  Cochituate.  No  water 
has  been  drawn  from  the  Sudbury  River  during 
the  past  year.  On  Jan.  1, 1873,  the  water  in  Lake 
Cochituate  stood  at  twelve  feet  one  inch  above 
the  bottom  of  the  conduit.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  previous  year  there  was  no  water  in  store,  the 
conduit  being  then  supplied  by  pumping  from  a 
level  below  its  How  line.  To  maintain  the  supply 
about  1,676.000,000  gallons  were  turned  into  the 
lake  from  Sudbmv  River:  flu-,  combined  with  the 
copious  rains  of"  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
brought  the  water  level  within  about  fifteen 
inches  of  high-water  mark  at  the  beginniug  of 
1873.  From  this  date  it  rose  gradually  till  Jan.  17, 
when  waste  over  the  dam  commenced  and  contin- 
ued till  April  23,  the  water  then  standing  at  twelve 
feet  eleven  and  one-half  inches.  On  May  4  the 
stop  planks  were  again  removed  and  the*  water 
allowed  to  waste  tilf  May  20.  From  this  time  till 
August  14  the  water  gradually  fell,  and  at  the  lat- 
ter date  stood  at  eight  feet  seven  inches:  on 
August  27  it  stood  at  eight  feet  nine  and  one-half 
inches:  September  4,  six  feet  eight  and  one-half 
inches:  October  10,  seven  feet  six  inches:  October 
19,  seven  feet  three  inches,  and  on  December  31, 
nine  feet  nine  inches. 

To  secure  a  flow  that  will  supply  the  city  with 
the  rate  of  consumption  of  the  past  year,  there  are 
required  from  six  to  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water 
above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit,  and,  as  in  Sep- 
tember there  were  less  than  seven  feet,  fears  were 
entertained  that  a  resort  to  pumping  would  again 
be  required,  but  fortunately  heavy  rains  furnished 
the  needed  relief.  The  total  waste  over  the  dam 
for  the  year  has  been  2,917,97  r,000  gallons,  equal  to 
an  average  daily  supply  of  7.014.460  g;  lions.  Had 
there  been  no  aid  f:om  the  Sudbury  Riverthe  pre- 
vious year,  the  waste  "in  1873  would  have  been 
equal  to  an  average  daily  supply  of  about  3.400,000 
gallons.  This  waste  is  due  to  the  want  of  storage 
room,  yet  that  afforded  by  the  Cochituate  Lake  is 
much  "greater  in  proportion  to  its  drainage  area 
than  it  is  u-uallv  po-sible  to  secure  for  the  water 
sources  of  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  in  fact 
is  more  than  sufficient  to  make  available  all  the 
water  that  can  be  collected  in  a  season  of  extreme 
drought. 

Conduit.  On  November  19  and  20  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  interior  of  the  conduit  was 
made  by  Mr.  Wiggin,  clerk  of  the  Water  Board, 
and  others,  who  pa-.-ed  tin -ousii  its  entire  length 
from  the  lake  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  A  num- 
ber of  new  and  dangerous  clacks  were  discovered; 
those  on  the  embankment  to  the  west  of  Charles 
River  were  of  such  alarming  ohara  ter  that  it  was 
considered  imperative  they  should  be  repaired  at 
once;  accordingly  the  water  was  kept  shut  off  and 
a  force  of  masons  kept  at  work  night  and  day  un- 
til temporary  security- w-as  insured.  At  this  point 
there  was  found  a  crack  in  the  bottom  varying  in 
width  from  one-half  to  one  and  a  half  inches,  and 
two  hundred  feet  long,  through  which  an  iron  rod 
readily  passed  and  penetrated  the  gravel  filling 
below.  The  leakage  here  must  have  been  consid- 
erable, but  it  did  not  make  its  appearance  at  the 
surface  of  the  bank,  owing  to  the  very  porous  nat- 
ure of  the  material  forming  it. 

The  repairs  made  in  no  way  add  to  the  strength 
of  the  conduit ;  the  best  that  could  be  done  was  to 
stop  the  leakage  and  thus  remove  for  a  while  the 
danger  of  undermining  the  masonry. 

Consumption.  The  average  daily  consumption 
for  each  month  of  1873  has  been  as  follows : 

January 17,639,100  gallons. 

February 18,461,000 

March. .'. 1 5,983.700 

April 14.781,800 

.May 17,t,37.400 

June 20,100,600 

Jvdy 20.H17.10O        " 

Ausrust 19,544,600 

September. 19,572.700 

October 17,113,800 

November 16,633,400 

December 15,727,100       " 

The  average  for  the  year  is  17,842,700  gallons, — 
an  increase  of  2,779,300  gallons,  0r  18V2  per  cent, 
above  that  for  18i2.  On  July  20  observations  were 
made  at  the  Beacon  Hill  Reservoir,  to  determine 
the  rate  of  night  consumption,  or  more  properly 


speaking,  the  rate  of  waste,  in  a  certain  district  of 
the  city. 

This  district  compri-es  what  is  called  the  "West 
End,  North  End  and  burnt  district,  and  contains 
not  far  from  eighty  thousand  inhabitants.  In  it 
are  located  many  of  the  manufacturing  houses, 
principal  hotels,  newspaper  offices,  printing 
houses,  etc.,  of  the  city;  but  at  the  time  selected 
for  the  experiment— between  twelve  and  three 
o'clock  Sunday  morning— the  legitimate  use  of 
water  mr;st  have  been  very  small.  This  section 
was  shut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
Brookline  and  Chestnut-Hill  reservoirs  by  gates 
on  Bedford,  "Washington,  Tremont,  Charles  and 
other  streets,  and  fed  exclusively  from  the  Bea- 
con-Hill Reservoir.  The  leakage  through  the 
gates,  if  any,  must  have  been  Inappreciable,  as  the 
pressures  on  opposite  sides  could  have  differed 
but  slightly.  Observations  were  commenced  at 
midnight,  and  readings  of  the  gauge  taken  every 
fifteen  minutes.  At  the  first  of  the  experiment 
the  consumption  was  found  to  be  somewhat  irreg- 
ular, but  between  one  and  three  o'clock  it  was 
remarkably  uniform,  showing  that  the  draft  was 
not  due  to  irregular  opening  and  shutting  of 
cocks,  but  to  a  continuous  flow  at  almost  unvary- 
ing outlets. 

There  were  drawn  from  the  reservoir  during 
these  two  hours  386,857  gallons,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
4,642.284  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  This  enor- 
mous rate  of  night  consumption  indicated  either 
a  heavy  leakage  or  great  waste.  A  party  of  in- 
spectors was  at  once  organized,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Joseph  "Whitney  of  Cambridge,  who, 
from  experience  gained  in  searching  for  leaks  on 
the  Cambridge  works,  was  particularly  qualified 
for  this  work,  and  a  careful  inspection  of  all  the 
fittings  in  the  district  was  made,  and  the  street 
mains  were  tested  for  leaks  in  various  ways.  No 
leaks  were  discovered  in  the  mains,  but  many 
hundreds  of  defective  fittings  were  found  and  re- 
paired, and  some  leaks  in  the  house  service-pipes 
detected  and  stopped.  Before  the  examination 
was  concluded,  however,  it  became  manifest  that 
much  the  greater  portion  of  the  night  consump- 
tion was  caused  by  waste,  that  is,  bv  flow- 
through  fittings  left  open  either  earelessly'or  wil- 
fully. All  the  leaks  that  could  be  discovered  hav- 
ing been  stopped,  a  second  observation  was  made 
on  Sunday  morning,  October  5,  between  the  hours 
of  twelve  and  three,  as  before.  The  water  in  the 
reservoir  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial  stood 
at  the  same  height  as  on  the  morning  of  July  20. 

There  was  a  slight  wind  blowing  at  the  time  of 
the  latter  tri  .1,  which  caused  an  oscillation  in  the 
gauge-tube,  and  the  reading-  were  not  -o  satisfac- 
tory as  those  of  July.  During  the  three  houTS  of 
observation  the  water  fell  2  f"et  4r,8  inches,  shxrsv- 
ing  a  consumption  of  .706.182  gallons,  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  4.04.1.  ;:>0  gallons  in  24  hour's.  The  con- 
sumption between  one  and  three  o'cl.  ck  was  336,- 
294  gallons,  or  at  the  rate  of  4,035,528  gallons  in  24 
hours,  showing  a  small  saving,  about  13  per  cent., 
caused  by  the  repairs  made. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
sumption must  have  been  caused  by  waste. 

Reservoirs.  Although  during  the  summer  the 
conduit  was  used  under  a  pressure  greater  than 
was  deemed  safe,  yet  it  was  found  impossible  to 
maintain  the  level  of  the  reservoirs  at  a  greater 
height  than  within  four  or  five  feet  of  high-water 
mark.  The  Beacon-Hill,  South  Boston  and  East 
Boston  reservoirs,  though  kept  partially  tided  with 
water,  to  be  used  in  case  of  necessity,  have  been 
shut  off  from  the  distributing  system  of  pipes  for 
the  past  year. 

The  report  gives  an  account  of  the  location  of 
the  Parker-Hill  Reservoir,  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended upon  which,  to  date,  is  $9902  89. 

Pumps. — The  high-service  engines  have  con- 
tinued to  work  well  during  the  yeer,  and  though 
in  the  morning  hours  they  have  been  run  at. 
high  speed,  no  failure  has  occurred.  The  average 
daily  amounts  pumped  during  each  month  of  the 
year  have  been  as  follows : 

January 1 ,027,102  gallons. 

February 1,078,692       " 

March 1,004,701 

April 979,099 

Mav 939,431 

June 1,059,176 

July 1,049,775       " 

August 149,938 

September 1,061,706       " 

October 1,059,964       " 

November 1.013.751 

December 1,062,920       " 

Distributing-  System.  Considerable  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  year  in  extending  the 
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street  pipes,  more  particularly  in  lb"  Highland 
inn  I  Dorchester  districts,  :nnl  iinjiorl  ant  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  old  system  of  distribution, 
especially  in  the  city  proper.  Many  of  these 
changes  were  recommended  in  the  last' annual  re- 
port of  the  City  Engineer  to  the  Water  Board, 
others  have  been  marked  out  in  special  reports 
made  in  response  to  orders  of  the  City  Council  or 
of  the  Water  Board,  and  others  still  have  been 
suggested  by  the  experience  of  an  inadequate  sup- 
ply at  certain  points,  either  for  fire  or  other  pur- 
poses. Although  much  has  been  done  already  in 
this  direction,  more  remains  to  be  done.  There 
liar  lately  been  let  undei  authority  from  the  City 
Council,  a  contract  for  about  3500  tons  of  pipes, 
to  be  used  in  replacing  old  pipes  by  new  ones  of 
much  larger  calibre.  These  will  be  chiefly  used 
as  sub-mains  and  feeders,  and  all  the  hydrants  re- 
moved in  laying  them  will  be  replaced  bv  those  of 
the  Lowry  pattern. 

Early  in  the  season  plan-,  and  estimates  were 
made  for  repiping  the  "burnt  district"  and  an 
appropriation  of  ss:,,oiu  tor  this  purpo  :e  was  made 
by  the  City  Council.  This  work  is  now  nearly 
finished.  A  large  number  of  the  streets  in  this 
district  were  repiped  with  twelve  and  eight-inch 
pipes  in  place  of  six-inch,  ami  the  plan  requires 
all  the  old  tubereulated  pipes  to  lie  taken  up,  to 
make  room  for  new  pipes  coated  with  coal  tar. 
The  new  system  has  a  cap  icity  of  delivery  several 
times  greater  than  the  old,  even  if,  for  the  latter, 
no  deduction  for  tubercul a; ion  lie  made,  and  is 
provided  with  Lowry  hydrants  placed  at  distances 
apart  never  exceeding  2un  feet,  and  generally 
falling  much  below  this.  In  place  of  eighty  of 
the  oil  three-inch  hydrants,  113  Lowry  hydrants 
with  nine-inch  barrels  have  been  or  will  be  sub- 
stituted. The  former  accommodated  but  one 
steamer,  the  latter  will  accommodate  lour;  hence 
it  will  be  seen  the  facilities  for  extinguishing  fires 
have  been  very  largely  increased.  The  changes 
made  ha.ve  given  an  improved  head  or  pressure 
throughout  the  district. 

The  report  gives  some  of  the  more  important  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  in  the  system. 

Pipe  Plans,  etc.  A  large  amount  of  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  year  in  the  preparation 
of  plans  showing  the  sizes,  location,  etc.,  of  pipes, 
hydrants,  and  other  appurtenances  to  the  street 
system  of  distribution. 

Aihlitloiui.l  .Supjily.  A  report  bearing  date  Jan. 
27,1813,  together  with  plans  and  estimates  relat- 
ing to  the  various  sources  within  fifty  miles  Of 
the  city,  available  for  the  supply  of  Boston,  and 
giving  in  detail  the  propose  I  scheme  of  works 
for  a  supplv  from  Su  dbury  River,  was  presented 
to  the  Water  Board  in  that  month.  This  report, 
together  with  one  from  Mr.  Chesbrough,  City  En- 
gineer of  Chicago,  and  another  from  the  Water 
Board  upon  the  same  subject,  was  presented  to 
the  City  Council  early  in  the  year.  The  plan  pro- 
posed received  the  approval  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  an  appropriation  of  £.500,000  was  made 
to  cover  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  past  year. 
A  number  of  engineering  assistants  were  engaged 
early  in  May,  an  1  placed  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  A.  Fteley,  who  was  apnointcd  Resident  Engi- 
neer in  charge  of  the  whole  work,  and  the  final 
location  of  the  conduit  line,  dams,  etc.,  and  plans 
of  structures,  and  forms  of  contracts  and  speci- 
fications were  commenced.  The  line  is  now  lo- 
cated, and  cross  sections  of  the  ground  have  been 
taken,  and  a  large  number  of  plans,  profiles,  etc., 
have  been  pre  Tared.  A  contract,  amounting  to 
about  $340,000,  for  excavating  a  tunnel  and  build- 
ing a  portion  of  the  conduit,  was  let  early  in  Au- 
gust, and  eondd 'raid:;  work  has  been  done  under 
it.  Other  portions  of  the  work  were  made  ready 
for  contract,  and  advertisements  for  proposals 
would  have  been  made  last  fill,  had  not  the  ac- 
tion of  the  City  Council  rendered  such  course  un- 
warrantable. 

In  0  'tolier  surveys  and  plans  of  certain  lands  in 
the  valley  of  the  Sudbury  were  made,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  papers  for  the  taking  of  such 
lands,  ft  wit-,  however,  decided  by  the  City  Solic- 
itor that  the  Ci.y  Council  had  not  authorized  the 
Water  Board  to 'take  lands  or  water  rights;  and 
accordingly  iha  Board  made  application,  October 
20,  for  the  needful  authority.  Cha.rlestown,  with 
its  water  supply,  had  recently  been  annexed  by 
vote  of  the  people,  and  the  si  long  argument  urged 
in  favor  of  an  icxation  had  been  the  use  of  the 
Mystic  water  for  the  partial  supply  of  Boston,  and 
the  consequent  postponement  for  a  number  of 
years  of  the  luge  expenditure  required  for  the 
liuil  ling  ol  the  Sudbury  River  works,  as  projected. 
Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  thought  best  by 


the  City  Council,  before  grinding  the  power  asked 
for,  to  have  made  a  more  thorough  investigation 
of  the  capacity  and  purity  of  the  water  of  the 
Mystic  Valley',  and  accordingly  an  order  was  pass- 
ed requiring  the  Wider  Roiird  to  enter  into  fur- 
ther examination  on  tlie-e  points.      For   this   pur- 


ell,  and  Professor  E.N.  Horsford  of  Cambridge. 
The  studies  have  been  completed  and  the  reports 
made. 

Farm  Pond.  During  the  month  of  February 
Mr.  Brackett  of  this  olllee  made  a  survey,  with 
soundings,  of  Farm  Pond,  in  Framingham,  and 
prepared  a  plan,  on  a  scale  of  one  hundred  feet  to 
an  inch,  showing  the  soundings  and  nature  of  the 
bottom,  and  giving  contour  lines  for  each  foot  in 
depth. 

The  report  gives  a  statement  in  detail  of  the 
condition  of  the  bridges  within  the  city  limits, 
and  the  repairs  needed.  An  appendix  contains 
reports  on  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  bridges 
between  Boston  and  Cambridge  and  others,  and 
the  special  reports  on  the  Broadway  and  other 
bridges. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2— Petition  of  Silas 
Pierce  and  970  others,  for  the  location  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  somewhere  between  Haymar- 
ket  square  and  the  Cu-tom  Hou-e.  Referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  for  authority  to  appoint 
three  additional  inspectors.  Referred,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Warren,  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buddings. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Report  from  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  of 
action  upon  an  order  of  the  Citv  Council,  dated 
Dec.  12, 1873,  to  remove  the  old  "Mather  School- 
house  from  its  present  position  to  a  city  lot  on 
Highland  street.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  cost, 
the  committee  have  received  proposals  for  moving 
and  fitting  up  the  building  for  school  purposes, 
and  find  that  the  expense  of  the  same,  together 
with  the  necessary  grading  and  filling,  as  estimat- 
ed, will  be  nine  thousand  dollars;  said  expendit- 
ure not  being  contemplated  in  the  yearly  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings,  and 
the  amount  remaining  of  said  appropriation  being 
only  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  repairs  and  ex- 
penditures, they  would  recommend  that  the  same 
be  provided  for  in  the  new  appropriation  for 
1874-75.  In  pursuance  of  which  thev  offer  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered',  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  remove  the  Old  Mather 
Sclioolhouse  from  its  present  position  to  the  city 
lot  on  Highland  street,  and  fit  up  the  same  for 
school  purposes,  al-o  perform  the  necessary  grad- 
ing at  an  estimated  cost  of  nine  thousand  'dollars, 
the  expense  to  lie  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  believe  the  report  rec- 
ommends that  this  expense  be  provided  for  in  the 
estimates  for  appropriations  for  1874-5.  Is  that 
correct  ? 

The  President— That  is  the  recommendation  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings,  for  the  present 
year,  is  exhausted,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be 
charged  to  that  appropriation,  as  stated  in  the 
order.  It.  appears  to  me  that  the  report  and  the 
order  are  inconsistent  with  each  other.  -The  re- 
port recommends  that  the  expense  be  provided 
for  in  the  appropriation  for  the  coming  year,  and 
the  order  provides  that  the  expense  shall  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year. 
If  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year  is  ex- 
hausted there  is  no  way  of  meeting  tins  expendi- 
ture. It  seems  to  me  that  the  order  is  not  written 
correctly. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  anything  mentioned  in  that  order 
that  will  come  under  this  vein's  appropriation. 
The  order  is  intended  simply  to  give  authority  to 
do  tne  work  when  the  proper  time  comes,  and 
that  will  not  beunt.il  it  is  arranged  for  by  the 
next  year's  appropriation.  If  the  committee 
should  be  able  to  arrange  so  that  it  will  be  paid 
for  out  of  next  year's  appropriation,  and  a  proper 
opportunity  should  be  offered,  the  work  may  be 
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done  before  the  close  of  the  present  financial  year, 
but  not  unless  it  is  to  be  paid  for  out  of  next  year's 
appropriation. 

The  order  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Majority  report  from 
the  mint  special  committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  signed 
bv  Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Harris  and  Councilman 
(ioldthwait.  recommending  the  election  of  Thomas 
C.  Amory,  Liverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B. 
Craft,  to' nil  vacancies  occurring  in  the  board  on 
the  first  Monday  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Shaw— As  these  nominations  will  lie  over 
under  the  rule,  I  wish  to  state,  in  behalf  of  my 
associate,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  (Mr. 
Perkins),  that  we  shall  join  in  a  minority  report* 
which  will  be  presented  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

By  Mr.  Siblev  of  Ward  21— 

Ordered,  That  the  wharf  on  Medford  street, 
opposite  Elm  street,  (Ward  21),  together  with  all 
other  public  lands  and  buildings  in  the  districts 
recently  annexed  to  Boston,  not  in  charge  of  any 
department,  be  placed  under  the  care  and'manage- 
ment  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Water  Registrar  contained  in  the  appendix  to  City 
Document  No.  134,  of  the  year  1873,  as  relates  to 
changes  in  the  present  water  rates,  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil a  draft  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  re- 
moval of  snow  and  ice  from  the  roofs  of  buildings 
in  this  city,  as  authorized  by  chapter  86  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1863. 


WILSOX  S   HOTEL,   BRIGHTON. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  purchase  of  the  Wilson  Hotel  property,  so 
called,  in  Brighton,  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith 
a  communication  f;om  the  City  Solicitor  covering 
the  information  desired. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,     I 
Boston,  Feb.  12, 1874.  f 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Common  Council,  I 
have  examined  the  records  of  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton pertaining  to  the  purchase  of  the  estate  called 
Wilson's  Hotel,  and  aBo  the  deed  by  which  the  es- 
tate was  conveyed  to  the  town,  and'l  find  them  all 
to  be  in  due  form.  I  therefore  entertain  no  doubt 
that  both  the  purchase  and  the  conveyance  are  le- 
gally valid,  and  that  this  ciiy  i-  now  the  owner  in 
fee  of  the  estate.    Very  respeelfuliy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Dean,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Want.  16,  the  order 
for  the  occupant  of  Wilson's  Hotel,  Ward  19,  to  be 
notifie  1  to  vacate  said  premises  on  or  before  the 
first  of  April  next,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 

Mr.  Shaw  cf  Wai-d5— IS'd  on*  else  seems  tc  be 
ready  to  say  anything  on  this  matter.  The  City 
Solicitor  has  stated  just  what  I  supposed  he 
would — that  the  deeds  had  pas-ed  and  were  prop- 
erly drawn.  I  never  suppo-ed  that  there  was  any 
doubt  about  that.  I  want  to  be  informed  if  it  is 
competent  for  us  to  know  how  we  came  by  that 
property.  I  have  not  any  doubl but  that  the  City 
Solicitor  has  done  his  duty  in  the  premises, 
has  examined  the  papers  and  finds  them 
correct.  I  did  not  suppose  that  this  mat- 
ter would  be  considered  tonight.  There  is 
something  behind  this  which  I  want  to 
reach.  I  stated  at  the  last  meeing  that  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  town  of  Brigh  on  had  not  been 
received  bv  the  City  <  lerk  of  Boston,  as  provi  led 
bylaw.  Within  twelve  hours  after  lhat  time  the 
books — or  a  portion  of  them,  at  least — were  re- 
ceived at  City  Hall,  but  I  have  as  yet  been  unable 
to  make  as  thorough  an  examination  of  the 
records  as  I  desire  I.  No, withstanding  what  the 
City  Solicitor  says— and  he  merely  looks  at  the 
legal  point— there  is  yet  a  question  behind  the 
whole  of  this,  which  I  think  wc  ought  to  know,    I 


desire  to  know  how  the  city  came  by  this  property. 
I  know,  as  every  one  else  who  knows  anything  at 
all  about  it  is  aware,  that  upon  the  face  'of  it  this 
property  came  as  a  part  of  the  property  of  Brigh- 
ton. Since  I  was  here  a  week  ago  I  have  been 
waited  upon  by  a  considerable  number  of  citizens 
of  Brighton,  and  I  have  heard  such  stories  as  I  am 
unwilling  to  believe  are  true.  Whether  or 
not  they  are  true  I  am  bound  to  ascer- 
tain if  "I  dan.  If  they  are  true  we  ought 
to  know  it,  and  if  untrue  we  ought  to  know  that. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  something  or 
other  lias  been  done  under  cover;  that  after  an- 
nexation hail  become  a  fixed  fact,  after  Brighton 
had  virtually  become  a  portion  of  Boston,  acts 
were  done  which  will  not,  I  am  told  on  good  au- 
thority, bear  the  light  of  investigation.  ATow,  sir, 
unless  tune  is  allowe  1  to  get  at  the  root  of  this  thing, 
I  think  this  order  ought  not  to  pass.  I  hope  a  f  alr 
consideration  of  the  subject  will  be  giver"  and  I 
wish  to  know  a  reason  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
at  this  time.  Having  said  this  much  I  hope  the 
Council  will  let  the  matter  lie  over,  because  be- 
tween this  and  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
there  will  be  time  to  examine  the  records  and  find 
out  how  the  city  of  Boston  has  been  treated  by 
some  of  her  new  citizens.  I  certainly  would  not 
do  injustice  to  any  citizen  of  Brighton!  but  I  know 
there  are  a  good  many  residents  of  that  ward  who 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  things 
were  carried  on  after  the  act  of  annexation  had 
passed. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  rise  to  make 
any  objection  to  an  investigation  of  the  subject 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  it  will  affect  the  proceedings  con- 
templated in  this  order.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  building  known  as  Wilson's  Hotel  i-  at  present 
occupied  for  a  purnosc  for  which  it  should  not  be 
used,  and  all  this  order  contemplates  is  for  the 
closing  of  the  hotel  and  stopping  the  use  of  the 
building.  I  cannot  see  how  this  order  can  affect 
the  investigation,  which  can  be  provided  for  in  a 
separate  order.  Ajs  the  time  is  getting  short,  I 
should  hope  that  the  order  will  pass  tonight.  If 
it  is  delayed  we  may  lose  another  month. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  been  informed  that 
the  present  tenant  has  paid  his  rent  in  advance, 
and  therefore  has  aright  to  hold  the  property 
There  is,  I  suppose,  no  other  opportunity  to  speak 
upon  this  question  unless  I  move  for  a  'joint  spe- 
cial committee  to  investigate  this  matter,  which  I 
maybe  called  upon  to  do.  I  see  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  the  passage  of  this  order.  1  asked  the 
City  Treasurer  the  other  day  if  he  knew  about  the 
rent.  He  had  seen  parts  of  the  record  and  re- 
ceipts, and  had  been  shown  that  the  present  tenant 
or  occupant  had  paid  for  the  use  of  the  property 
for  some  considerable  time,  whether  for  one 
month  or  less,  I  cannot  say.  But  here  is  a 
piece  of  property  which  cost  the  citv  of 
Boston  875,000,  in  a  recent  transaction,  and  a  trade 
was  made  letting  it  to  the  tenant  for  serin  per 
month.  Now,  what  rate  of  interest  on  st.","00  is 
3200?  That  is  as  practical  as  a  b  c.  If  that  is  a 
straight  tor  ward  transaction  i  shall  give  up  any  idea 
of  what  is  fair.  These  remarks  are  not  properly  inci- 
dental to  the  subject,  and  perhaps  are  out  of  or- 
der, but  I  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in 
me.  There  is  something  wrong  there,  and  unless 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  right  I  shall  propose,  after 
this  order  passes, andmove  for  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee  to  investigate  this  subject.  But  I  prefer 
that   this  order  shall  lie  upon  the  table  at  present 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  whether  the  facts  which 
he  knows  and  on  which  he  is  not  vet  prepared  to 
express  an  opinion  to  the  Council,  would  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  action  proposed  tonight 
I  hardly  see  how-  they  will  have  any  bearing  at  a  11. 
He  states  what  this  tenant  lias  received  for  a 
lease  of  the  property,  and  this  order  contemolales 
the  cancelling  of  that  lease  on  the  fir-t  of  April 
and  get  a  bad  bargain  off  our  hands.  Then,  if 
these  facts  which  the  gentleman  refers  to  are  all 
true,  I  cannot  see  what  thev  will  have  to  do  with 
this  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  rule 
was  suspended  so  as  to  allow  Air.  Shaw  to  pro  eed 

Air.  Shaw— I  do  not  desire  to  state  all  I  know 
tonight,  and  I  do  not  propose  to.  I  know  more 
than  I  wish  I  did.  It  is  a  very  proper  question 
which  my  friend  has  asked,  but  there  are  times 
and  occasions  when  men  do  not  want  to  tell  all 
they  know,  and  this  is  such  an  occasion  for  me.  I 
would  not  have  risen  to  say  anything  hid  it  not 
been  for  the  apparent -attempt  to  press  the  order 
through,    and     I     cannot     see    anything    to    be 
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nothing  at  present.  I  only  hope  the  matter 
will  lie  over.  If  lean  pursue  the  investigation 
and  find  anything  right  or  wrong,  I  can  state  the 
result,  and  let  it  hit  where  it  will.  There  is  some- 
thing wrong,  1  am  confident,  but  I  should  very 
much  prefer  to  have  the  matter  rest  at  present.  1 
have  been  waited  upon  by  gentlemen  from  Brigh- 
ton, who  have  recently  been  assessors;  and  have 
held  oilier  important  offices  in  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton.  It  may  lie  that  they  have  been  misinformed, 
and  I  prefer  to  wait -until  1  have  learned  exactly 
what  are  the  facts  and  merits,  or  demerits,  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  Pease  of  "Ward  1— In  order  that  the  gentle- 
man may  have  time  for  an  investigation  and  find 
out  whether  or  not  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal,  I 
move  that  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
next  Thursday  evening,  at  halt-past  eight  o'clock. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

THE  WATEB  SUPPLY. 
Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  .Joint  .Standing  Committee  on 
"Water  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  by  analysis  the  purity  of  the  water  of 
Charles  River  at  the  most  expedient  point  for  tak- 
ing the  same  for  the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Minot— I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Council 
bv  anticipating  the  thorough  discussion  which  I 
hope  will  take  place  upon  this  whole  matter  of  the 
water  supply.  There  is  another  order  which  I 
have  sent  to  the  Chair  which  bears  on  the  same 
subject,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it  read  at 
the 'same  time. 
The  President  read- 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  and  report  as  to  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  mills  and  the  average 
amount  of  water  required  daily  by  each,  on 
Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers,  respectively,  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  water  damages  which  will  he  caused  by  mak- 
ing use  of  these  rivers  for  a  water  supply. 

Mr.  Minot  of  "Ward  17— As  I  have  said,  I  do  not 
wish  to  anticipate  the  discussion  which  may  take 
place  on  this  subject,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  a 
very  thorough  one;  nor  do  I  seek  by  this  order  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  plans  wdiich  have 
been  proposed  by  other  members.  I  understand 
the  emergency  in  which  we  are  placed.  The  persons 
who  depend  upon  the  present  water  supply  are 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand.  They  abso- 
lutely require  eighteen  millions  of  gallons  a  day. 
Experience  shows  that,  even  under  the  restrictive 
rules  under  which  they  now  use  it,  no  less  a  supply 
is  sufficient.  "We  are  also  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  Cochituate  Lake  can  be  depended 
on  for  only  sixteen  million  gallons  daily,  and  fur- 
thermore 'that  the  conduit  may  fail  us  at  any  mo- 
ment and  leave  the  city  of  Boston  part  ially,  if  not 
wholly,  without  a  supply  of  water.  A  computa- 
tion is  made  in  the  report  as  to  the  amount  of 
water  which  will  be  required  in  a  given  number  of 
t ears  from  this  time;  in  making  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  Engineer  lias  erred  on  the  side  of  con- 
servatism. I  think  he  has  stated  it  very  mod- 
erately. The  population  now  depending  on  the 
present  water  supply  is  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  According  to  the  estimate  of  Messrs. 
Kukwood  and  Francis,  the  number  in  1900 
will  be  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  per- 
sons, who,  if  they  use  water  only  in  the 
re-trietive  manner  that  they  do  now,  would  re- 
quire fortv-iive  million  gallons  daily.  That  sup- 
ply would' not  be  sufficient  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, hand  hose,  or  the  thou-and  uses  or  luxuries 
which  we  might  desire  ami  hope  to  enable  our  cit- 
izens to  make  of  it.  As  I  understand  the  report— 
and  I  have  endeavored  to  get  as  thorough  famil- 
iarity with  it  as  possible— the  present  supply  in 
Sudbury  itiver  will  produce  foitv  million  gallons 
daily  at  the  outside.  No  further  'supply  from  that 
source  can  be  hoped  for.  "We  are  not  given  to 
suppose  that  it  is  callable,  at  any  time,  of  produc- 
ing a  greater  supply.  At  the  same  time,  the  com- 
mi-sioncrs  say,  that,  exclusive  of  water  damages, 
the  construction  of  those  works  will  cost  five  mil- 
lion dollars.  The  other  scheme  is  that  connected 
with  Charles  River.  I  should  have  said  that  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  thcpui  ityof  the  Sudbury  I  fiv- 
er is  such  that  the  water  would  'he  entirely  fit  for  the 
purposes  for  which  we  design  to  use  it.  As  to 
Charles  River,  they  say  that  the  capacity  for  stor- 
age is  limited,  but.  that  the  supply  would  be  four- 
teen million  gallons  daily,  and  that  a  supply  of 
forty-five  millions  daily  can  be  obtained  at  an  ex- 
pense of  three  million  dollars.    But  they  say  the 


purity  of  the  water  at  the  point  where  we  desire 
to  take  it  has  not  been  ascertained.  Now,  if  we 
can  get  forty-five  million  gallons  daily  from 
Charles  Rivei'  by  an  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  if  we  can  get  only  f<  rty  mil- 
lions daily  from  Sudbury  River  at  an  expense  of 
five  millions,  and  we  know  that  Sudbury  River 
is  pure,  and  do  not  know  that  the  water  of 
Charles  River  is  pui  c,  it  seems  to  me  very  proper 
—and  the  public  will  demand— to  know  whether 
the  water  of  Charles  Itiver  is  pure  or  not.  I  think 
no  member  of  this  Council  will  be  willing  to  vote 
upon  this  question  until  he  understands  it.  No 
doubt  the  Water  Board  and  Engineers  have 
thoroughly  investigated  this  subject,  but  the  pub- 
lic are  not  satisfied.  They  do  not  regard  the  re- 
port of  the  Water  Board  as  conclusive-  Charles 
River  appears,  by  the  report,  to  be  the  most  expe- 
dient, except  in  regare  to  the  purify  of  the  water. 
I  say  that  point  should  be  ascertained,  and  the 
public  will  wish  to  know  why  it  should  not  be  as- 
certained. The  second  order  which  I  ottered,  and 
which  the  President  has  read,  in  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  damages  which  have  been  estimated 
either  for  Sudbury  or  Charles  River.  There 
has  been  no  official  estimate.  I  have  heard 
that  it  has  been  stated  by  persons  who 
have  topographical  and  scientific  knowledge, 
that  the  water  damages  of  Sudbury  River  will  not 
be  less  than  thirteen  million  dollars.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve this;  I  think  it  is  extravagant,  but  still  it  is 
rumor,  and  it  should  be  explained.  On  the  other 
hand,  f  am  told  that  an  engineer, who  lias  sufficient 
scientific  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  judge  cor- 
rectly, and  who  is  familiar  with  the  country,  is 
willing  to  stake  his  reputation  that  the  damages 
will  not  be  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 
Now,  if  there  is  a  competent  engineer  on  whose 
opinion  the  public  will  rely,  who  makes  this  state- 
ment, I  think  it  proper  and  expedient  for  the 
Water  Board  to  obtain  that  engineer's  judgment, 
and  the  facts  on  which  he  bases  his  opinion,  and 
let  them  be  shown  to  the  public.  As  it  is  now,  the 
estimate  of  damages  is  entirely  a  matter  of  rumor. 
I  think  the  public  are  not  satisfied.  It  strikes  me 
that  I  have  just  as  much  reason  to  depend  on  the 
knowledge  and  honesty  of  the  gentleman  who 
says  it  will  not  cost  less  than  thirteen  millions,  fas 
I  have  on  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  says  the 
cost  will  not  be  more  than  a  million  and  a  half. 
Furthermore,  I  have  been  told  that  estimating 
water  damages  is  easily  obtained;  it  is  easy  to 
learn  how  much  water  lt'ows  through  a  river  daily, 
and  you  know  how  much  you  are  going  to  use,  and 
you  know  how  much  is  drawn  from  the  river  by 
the  mills.  In  that  way  an  estimate  can  be  made, 
although  it  be  a  rough  'one,  and  it  could  not  be 
more  rough  than  the  estimates  made  of  street 
damages.  We  all  know  how  often  the  judgment 
of  the  most  experienced  persons  will  prove 
inaccurate.  I  have,  therefore,  suggested 
these  orders  tonight,  because  1  understood 
there  would  be  a  meeting  of  the  Water  Com- 
mittee this  week.  I  suggest  them,  not  as  impera- 
tive orders,  but  requesting  them  to  conside  the 
expediency  of  making  these  investigations.  Per- 
haps they  'may  be  aide  to  state  why  these  matters 
have  not  been  more  fully  explained.  But  one. 
thing,  I  know,  strikes  the  public  very  forcibly. 
In  the  report  of  the  Water  Hoard,  it  is  said  tha 
citizens  of    Boston  need  not  be  afraid  of    these  as- 


s  of  damages,  because  they  are  to  be; 
sessed  by  a  Massachusetts  court  and  jury.  Now, 
a  Massachusetts  court  and  jury  have  not  always 
been  prepossessed  in  favor  of  the  city,  and  I 
hardly  think  Boston  could  hardly  afford  to  employ 
a  jury  of  twelve  persons  to  purchase  the  mill 
rights  on  Sudbury  River.  In  justice  to  the  com- 
munity such  an  estimate  should  be  thoroughly 
made. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  would  suggest  whether 
there  will  be  any  objection  to  framing  the  order 
so  that  the  committee  should  procure  the  analysis. 
As  the  order  is  now,  they  are  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  expediency  of  procuring  the  analy- 
sis. These  orders  have  the  same  fault  as  those 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  at  a  previous  meet- 
ing, having  no  provision  for  the  appropriation  to 
which  the  expense  should  be  charged. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17 — I  am  very  glad  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  gentfeman's  experience.      I  can 


ble  that  I  thought  that,  before  voting  to  adopt  an- 
other, his  might  be  adopted.  I  wull  amend  the 
order  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  would  ask  if  an 
analysis  already  obtained  would  be  satisfactory. 
It  is  my  impression  that  one  has  been  made  by 
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the  town  of  Brookline  of  the  water  of  Charles 
River,  and  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  record. 

Mr.  Minot^I  will  amend  further  by  inserting 
the  words  "or  otherwise." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  order  passed,  as  amended,  in 
the  following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  "Water  ascertain  by  analysis  or  otherwise  the 
purity  of  the  water  of  Charles  River  at  the  most 
expedient  point  of  taking  the  same  for  the  use  of 
the  city  of  Boston ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Additional  Water  Supply. 

The  order  previously  read  by  the  President  was 
then  amended  by  Mr.  Minot,  and  passed,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of 
"Ward  12,  in  the  following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
"Water  ascertain  the  number  of  mills,  the  average 
amount  of  water  required  daily  by  each,  on 
Chailes  and  Sudbury  rivers  respectively,  as.  a 
means  of  obtaining  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  damages  which  will  be  caused  by  making  use 
of  these  rivers  for  a  water  supply;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Additional 
"Water  Supply. 

REVISION  OF  THE  CITY  CHARTER. 


revise  the  city  charter  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  said  revision  in  time  to  obtain 
action  upon  the  same  at  the  present  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  think  it  is  about  three  months  since 
the  commission  was  appointed.  Within  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks  I  have  learned  that  no  sub- 
stantial progress  lias  been  made.  It  is  understood 
that  the  commission  did  meet  and  organize,  and  it 
seems  to  me  now,  from  what  I  have  heard  directly 
from  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  it  was  not 
their  intention  to  report  in  time  to  get  any 
action  by  the  present  Legislature.  I  remember 
when  the  commissioners  were  appointed  it  was 
urged  with  a  great  deal  of  force  that  legislation 
might,  be  obtained  during  the  present  session. 
Now  the  Legislature  has  been  in  session  some  six 
weeks,  and  may  be  in  session  afew  months  longer, 
but  unless  these  commissioners   go  to  work  to  do 


something,  there  will  not  be  time  to  secure  the 
necessary  legislation.  We  have  an  able  commis- 
sion, and  there  is  no  sort  of  necessity  for  delay. 
They  may  as  well  go  to  work  practically  and  have 
it  done  in  a  year,  or  at  least  a  year  anil  a  half.  I 
think  the  people  look  for  some  immediate  action. 
I  cannot  conceive  how  it  is  possible  to  take  so 
much  time,  simply  to  revise  the  city  charter. 
These  gentlemen  liave  got  all  the  facts,  the  laws 
and  the  ordinances,  and  ought  to  have  a  great  deal 
of  experience.  I  think  there  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  revision,  and  I  think  the  sooner  we  get  a 
report  the  better. 
The  resolve  was  passed. 

INDEFINITELY  POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  order  to 
designate  Ward  19  (Brighton)  as  the  "(iarden  Dis- 
trict*' was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— Since  this  order  was 
introduced  by  the  disinterested  kindness  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16,  I  have  been  waited  up- 
on by  several  gentlemen  from  Ward  19,  who  rep- 
resent that  the  name  designated  is  not  accepta- 
ble. Under  such  conditions,  and  having  no  other 
name  to  suggest,  I  move  that  the  order  be  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Carried. 

QUALIFICATIONS    OF  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Crowlev  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
withhold  the  certificate  of  election  of  First-Assist- 
ant-Assessors of  E.  B.  Spinney  and  A.  G.  Wyman, 
until  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  can  be  ob- 
tained in  relation  to  their  eligibility  to  the  above- 
named  offices,  as  they  now  hold  office  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  in  violation  of  chapter  274, 
section  1,  of  the  statutes  of  1872. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  shall  object  to  the  pass- 
age of  that  order,  unless  the  gentleman  will  intro- 
duce another  referring  the  question  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley,  of  Ward  7  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of 
the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr. Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBEUARY    16,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  (lie  Hoard  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Edward  Ouigley,  Chest- 
nut-Hill Reservoir  and  its  vicinity;  Ebenezer 
Stone,  Guild's  Building  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committer  on  Pacing.  Music-Hall  Asso- 
ciation and  others,  that  the  name  of  Central  place 
he  changed  to  that  of  Music  Hall-place. 

(ieorge  H.  Kuhn,  trustee,  to  he  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Dudley  street. 

Samuel  Roach,  to  project  lamps  at  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  streets. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  that  the  ave- 
nue leading  from  Maverick  square  to  the  South 
Ferry  be  repaved  with  square  granite  blocks,  the 
avenue  being  unfit  for  public  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  D, 
First  Battalion  Infantry,  for  approval  of  armory 
at  Revere  Hall,  Bowdoiii  square. 

To  the  Committer  on  Frin.eti.il  //till,  dames  I!. 
Watkins  ti  ///.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  levee 
of  the  Good  Samaritans. 

To  the  Committer  on  Common.ete.,  on  the  part  of 
the  Boanl.  Joseph  F.  Paul,  John  Tisdale  Bradlee. 
Charles  W.  Slack,  (ieorge  O.  Carpenter,  Baldwin. 
Botume  &  Co.,  Bolter,  White  .v  Bailey,  A.  &  E. 
B  it<  heldcr,  and  eighty  others,  for  the  removal  of 
the  elms  on  Paddock's  Mall;  ( (gden  Codman  and 
thirty-eight  others,  Edward  Atkinson  and  sixty- 
others,  reinciestianees  against  the  removal  of  the 
elms  on  Paddock's  Mall. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  L. 
Foster  Morse  et  al.,  that  Orchard  Park  he  en- 
larged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  .1  (dm  Parkinson, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  Stony-Brook  im- 
provements. 

Isaac  H.  Cary,  to  be  compensated  for  damages 
caused  by  the  Stony  Brook  improvements. 

To  the'  Committee  on  Count//  Ilttihlii/'/s.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Suffolk-(  ounty  liar,  for  hearing  on  the 
subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

To  the  Committer  on  Streets  on  the  pt/rt  of  the 
Board.  Martha  and  Caroline  A.  Sumner,  for 
abatement  of  Cottage-street  betterment  a'sess- 
ment. 

To  the  Committee  or/  Lim/srs.  Blanchard  & 
Ross,  to  open  a  variety  theatre  at  578  Washington 
street. 

Somerset  Club,  for  renewal  of  license  to  keep 
bowling  alley. 

To  the  Committee  on  Poliee.  Bernard  ( I'Kane, 
patrolman,  for  amendment  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Poliee  Department,  so  that  officers 
doing  duty  in  the  day  time  shall  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  one  day  in  the  week,  fortnight  or 
month,  as  furlough, 'to  transact  private  business; 
that  no  deduction  of  pay  on  account  of  sickness 
shall  lie  made  for  a  period  to  lie  agreed  upon  here- 
after, and  that  officers  shall  have  permission  to 
attend  religious  worship  on  Sunday. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  r,n.  the  port  of  the 
Hoard.  P.  McMarrow,  to  move,  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eight  additional  horses  on 
South  street.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committer  on  Claims.  Nancy  A.  Stearns, 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  sustained 
by  a  fall  on  Federal  street. 

REPORT    OF    THE    SUPERINTENDENT    OF    STREETS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  (City  Doc.  No.  25)  was  submitted  and  sent 
down.     An  abstract  is  appended: 

Paving.  The  sum  of  J!ffl,01'j  (11  was  expended 
by  the  Paving  Department  during  the  municipal 
year  1873  for  paving,  repaying,  grading,  repairs  of 
streets,  removing  and  levelling  snow,  and  for 
grade  damages,  etc.,  as  follows:  In  city  proper, 
S:e.l1,448  7:;;  Koxbuiv.  $158, 79X  50;  South  Boston, 
$129,050  xx;  F.ast  Boston,  $70,900  -H;  Dorchester, 
.$116,304  00. 

Inr/rlriibals.     $41,652  95. 

Grade  Dttm.//i/rs.  City  proper,  $55X5  51 ;  Rox- 
bury,  $5563;  South  Boston,  $335(1;  Hast  Boston, 
$1210;  Dorchester,  $4750.    Total,  $22,758  51. 


The  amount  appropriated  for  paving,  etc.,  for 
the  present  financial  year,  1873-4,  was"  $1,0(10,00(1; 
total  expenditures  of  the  present  financial  year  to 
January  1,  1874,  $812,3i;(i  87.  Balance  of  appropri- 
ation unexpended  January  1,  1874,  $187,(1.",:',  13. 
The  amount  of  bills  for  edgestones,  constructing 
sidewalks  and  sale  of  materials,  lodged  with  the 
City  Treasurer  during  the  year  1X73  for  collection, 
was  $19,448  06. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  during 
the  same  period,  and  credited  as  having  been  paid 
in  by  the  Paving  Department  on  account  of  work 
done  bv  said  department,  was  $60X0  ox.  There 
have  been  paid,  as  authorized  by  the  arbitration 
of  referees,  $81,453  83  for  grade  damages  on  Dev- 
onshire and  Water  streets  and  Spring  lane. 

In  addition  to  the  supervision  of  operations  of 
the  Paving  Department,  the  undersigned  has  been 
called  upon,  during  the  past  year,  to  take  charge 
of  other  work,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  charged 
to  the  special  appropriations  enumerated;  South 
Market-street  extension,  $18,123  71;  Dudley, 
Stoughton,  Pleasant  and  Commercial  streets, 
widening  and  grading,  $4017  50;  Fort  Hill, 
.¥1,780  03;  Suffolk-street  District,  $6835  40:  Devon- 
shire-street extension.  $7181  50;  Warren-street 
widening,  between  Washington  and  Dudley 
streets,  $12,800  15;  Burnt  District,  $60,645  44.  Ac- 
companying the  report  is  a  schedule  of  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  Paving  Department. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  Richards 

&  Co.  et  al.,  Silas  Peirce  et  al.  Referred  ineoncur- 

Order  to  place  lands  and  buildings  in  annexed 
territory,  not  now  in  charge  of  other  department*, 
in  charge  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  prepare 
an  ordinance  for  the  removal  of  snow  from  roofs 
of  buildings,  as  provided  bv  chapter  eighty-six  of 
statutes  of  1863.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  ascertain,  by 
analysis  or  otherwise,  the  purity  of  water  in 
Charles  River.    Passed. 

( Irder  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  report  on 
the  number  of  mill  privileges  on  Charles  and  Sud- 
bury rivers,  and  the  volumes  of  water  in  said 
rive'rs.    Passed. 

Order  to  refer  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Water  Registrar  (City  Doc.  No.  134  of  1873)  as  re- 
lates to  change  of  rates,  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.    Passed. 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  tired  at  Fast  and  South  Bo  ton,  the 
city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West 
Bo'xburv,  Brighton  ami  Charlestown,  at  noon,  on 
the  23d  inst.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday 
of  (ieorge  Washington.    Passed— yeas   12,  nays  0. 

Beport  of  City  Engineer.  (City  Doc.  No.  20.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Commission  on  Revision  of  the  City 
('barter  to  report  in  season  for  action  by  the  pres- 
ent Legislature. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— I  understand,  from  a  oinvcr- 
satlon  with  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  it  will 
take  them  some  fix  months  to  complete  the  revi- 
sion of  the  city  charter.  1  do  not  think  that  it  is 
commendable  to  crowd  them,  and  I  would  like  to 
hear  some  member  of  this  Board  explain  the  order 
or  give  a  good  reason  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  baiely  possible  that 
the  present  Legislature  may  be  in  session  six 
months  hence;  and  by  passing  the  order  the  sub- 
ject mav  reach  them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST-ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  of  the  election  of  A.  G.  Wyman  as  First- 
Assistant-Assessor  in  place  of  Richard  J.Fennelly, 
chosen  by  the  Board.  On  motion  of  Alderman 
Stebbins,  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  and 
the  Chairman  appointed  Alderman  Stebbins  and 
Brooks  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Neeessarv  to  a  choice 7 

A.  G.  Wyman  had 2 

R.  J.  Fennelly 5 

James  Dennie 5 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was  taken, 
with  the  following  result : 

Whole  number  of  votes: 12 

Necessary  to  n  choice 7 

A.  G.  Wyman  had 2 

K..1.  Feimelly 2 

James  Dennie 8 
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And  James  Dennie  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

REPORTS  FROM    THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  follows: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  A.  S.  Wheeler,  trustee, 
to  be  compensated  for  two  coupons  of  City  of  Rox- 
bury  stock  which  have  been,  lost,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following  general  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  the  amount  of  lost 
coupons  of  interest  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of 
their  loss  being  produced  by  the  party  or  parties 
claiming  to  own  the  same,  and  on  the  condition 
that  the  party  or  parties  owning  the  same  shall 

five  a  bond  to  the  city,  satisfactory  to  the  City 
olicitor  and  the  City  Treasurer,  to  indemnify  it 
from  all  legal  claims  'in  consequence  of  the  pay- 
ment of  said  coupons. 

Passed. 

Report  on  the  request  of  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  an  order  for  the  borrowing  of  S100,000,  to  be 
added  to  the  Devonshire-street  Extension  loan, 
recommending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass,  as  the 
money  will  be  required  to  settle  outstanding 
claim?,  against  the  city  on  account  of  this  under- 
taking. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  read 
once  and  laid  over. 

Report  on  request  of  Committee  on  Bridges  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  §5000,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and' 
he  hereby  is  authoiized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Passed — Teas  12,  nays  0. 

THE    PROPOSED    NEW    BRIDGE    BETWEEN    BOSTON 
AND  CAMBRIDGE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petition  of  W.  H. 
Jackson  et  al.,  that  the  City  Government  support 
the  application  now  before  the  Legi-lature  for  au- 
thority to  construct  a  new  avenue  between  boston 
and  Cambridge,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: — . 

Ordered)  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  favor 
the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  Legislature  author- 
izing the  construction  of  a  new  avenue  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  in  such  locat'on  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  sail  committee 
may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petitions  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  and  Joshua  C.  Stone  et  a?.,  that 
the  city  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
make  equitable  charges  "for  the  use  of  Atlantic 
avenue,  for  railroad  and  mark*  t  purpo-  es  in  case 
it  shoull  be  widened,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  Tint  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  now  in  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  equitable  charges  for  the  use  and  occu- 
pation of  Atlantic  avenue  for  railroad  and  market 
purposes,  in  case  the  City  Government  should 
hereafter  deem  it  expedient  to  widen  said  avenue. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope   the    order  will  lie 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  desiral  le  that  the 
subject  should  be  brought  before  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  necessniy  that 
the  order  should  pass  without  delay.  If  there  is 
any  good  reason  for  its  lying  over  Iampeifeetly 
willing. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins— If  carried  out  as  the  pro- 
jectors intend  it  shall  be,  this  order  involves  an 
expense  of  $750,000  in  widening  Atluitic  avenue, 
the  burden  of  which  will  be  borne  by  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  for  the  benefit  of  one  or  two  cor- 
poration*. I  think  we  are  hardlv  prepared  to  take 
this  step  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  for  it  is 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  private  enterprise  than 
the  public  know. 

Al  lerman  AVorthington— I  think  the  Alderman 
coul  I  hardly  have  understood  the  order.  As  I  un- 
derstand it,  several  gentlemen  have  petitioned  the 
city  for  the  right  to  stand  wagons  in  the  street 
under  certain  circumstances,  which  are  these: 
Certain  merchants  and  others  arc  talking  about 
the  widening  of  the  street ;  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 


way Company  wi-h  the  street  widened  and  desire 
to  pay  for  the  use  of  it.  The  Street  Commissioners 
say  they  can  do  nothing  without  first  having  leg- 
islative authority.  If  we  can  have  authority  to 
negotiate  with  tlie  Obi  Colony  Railway,  and  they 
will  pay  the  interest  on  the  cot  of  the  widening, 
then  the  matter  may  be  duly  considered  and  acted 
upon.  If  that  company  shrill  not  be  willing  to  do 
so,  then  I  dc  not  believe  the  i  oiniuit tee  would  ask 
that  the  authority  be  given.  Nothing  will  be  done 
until  the  railroad  <  onipanies  come  up  and  say  they 
need  the  land  very  much  and  are  willing  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  money.  If  we  get  the  author- 
ity, and  the  railroad  companies  say  they  will  pay 
the  interest  on  §750,0.10.  then  the  city  of  Boston 
will  consider  the  subject.  Until  the  authority  is 
obtained  not  one  of  the  committee  is  in  favor  of 
action.  I  hope  we  -  hall  get  the  privilege  of  nego- 
tiating with  lhe  railroad-  for  this  thing. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  plausibility  of  the 
statemtnt  thus  made  equals  that  of  the"  projector 
of  this  enterprise.  As  l  understand  the  case  it  is 
this:  About  two  or  three  years  ago  a  party  who 
owns  a  large  amount  of  land  on  Atlantic  avenue 
petitioned  that  that  as  emu-  might  be  widened  one 
hundred  feet,  lhe  Streit  Commissioners  reported 
that  the  cot  would  be  S7.:o,000,  and  the  widening 
was  defeated.  Now  it  has  assumed  another  shape. 
The  proje .tor  of  that  enterprise  has  obtained  pe- 
titions signed  by  marketmen  in  Watertown  and 
other  place-,  asking  that  the  city  of  boston  obtain 
authority  to  charge  equitable  rai e»  for  the  use  of 
the  i  lace  by  market  wagons,  which  means  that 
Atlantic  avenue  shall  be  widened,  and  the  land  of 
the  projector  be  taken  for  his  own  personal  bene- 
fit. I  talk  very  plainly,  because  I  think  the  sub- 
ject demands  it.  I  think  itis  one  of  the  largest 
private  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  private  parties 
that  has  been  before  the  City  Council  for  several 
years,  and,  as  such,  I  feel  bound  to  oppose  it. 

Alderman  Brooks— As  this  is  a  very  important 
subject,  I  hope  it  will  lie  over  one  week  at  least. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  gentleman's 
statement,  l  think,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
the  expenditure  of  so  much  money  for  this  pur- 
po e  is  advisable. 

Alderman  W  orthington— That  is  not  the  ques- 
tion we  are  considering.  We  are  merely  asking 
the  Legislature  for  power  to  make  equitable 
charges  for  the  use  of  a  certain  street  in  Boston. 
If  we  get  that  authority  notning  may  be  done. 
Not  one  of  the  eomm  ttee  is  in  favor  of  widening 
Atlantic  avenue  unless  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company  and  the  marketmen  are  ready  to  come 
forward  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the 
inci eased  width  of  the  street.  If  it  were  merely 
a  question  of  widening  that  street  for  commercial 
purposes,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  important 
question  for  us  to  consider  the  cost.  And  it  is  one 
of  the  mo.-t  impo.tant  questions  that  will  come 
before  this  Board.  We  should  make  use  of  all 
the  comrueren  1  advantages  that  Bos. on  po  sesses 
for  the  transportation  and  delivery  of  merchan- 
dise, and  if  we  can  get  any  assistance  from  the 
railroads  1  ;  m  in  favor  cf  it. 

Alderman  <  utter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— As  this  report  comes  from  the 
committee  of  which  I  am  chairman,  perhaps  an 
explanation  from  me  is  appropriate  at  the  pre-ent 
time.  This  petit  on  comes  from  three  different 
railroad  corj  orarions  and  a  veiy  large  number  of 
marketmen.  It  may  be  that  the  marketmen  live 
in  Watertown,  and  elsewhere,  but  they  all  do 
business  in  Quirrcy  and  Faneuil  Hall  markets. 
Thev  ask  the  ciiy  to  obtain  from  the  State  the 
right  to  charge  for  the  use  of  Atlantic  avenue,  for 
market  aDd  lailroad  purposes,  in  case  the  city, 
ei. her  this  year,  next  year,  or  ten  years  hence, 
shoul  1  see  fit  to  widen  Ail  intie  avenue  from  Com- 
mercial street  to  Howe's  whaif.  It  doe*  not  con- 
template the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar,  un- 
less it  may  be  required  by  the  Committee  on  Leg- 
islative Matters  10  get  this  authority  from  the 
Legislature,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are  in  the 
habit  of  spending  luge  sums  for  such  purposes. 
The  question  of  wi  len.ng  Atlantic  avenue  was  not 
entertained  for  a  single  moment  by  the  Committee 
on  Streets.  Itis  merely  a-king  the  state  for  the 
right  to  make  charges  for  the  use  of  Atlantic 
avenue,  if,  in  the  future,  the  city  should  see  fit  to 
widen  it.  It  has  been  though.  I'hat  the  widening 
of  Atlantic  avenue  woul.t  be  a  capital  thing  for 
the  mercantile  community.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  party  who  owns  this  land  is  particularly  anx- 
ious about  it,  or  pariiculailv  interested  in"  it.  I 
believe  he  his  more  extended  ideas  and  views  of 
public  improvements;  that  his  interests  are  not  en- 
tirely selfish, and  that  he  takes  a  great  interest  in  the 
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growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city.  I  believe  that 
at  some  time  or  other"  it  may  be  a  gooel,  judicious 
thing  to  w  idea  Atlantic  avenue,  to  accommodate 
not  only  the  niarketuieii,  but  to  enable  the  rail- 
roads to'  have  better  facilities  for  doing  their  busi- 
ness. All  tli  it  this  older  calls  for  is  to  ask  for  the 
right  to  a-sess  upon  the  railroads  equitable 
charges  for  the  use  of  this  street,  should  the  city 
see  til  at  some  future  time  to  widen  it.  The  city 
has  not  the  right  now  to  assess  upon  any  railroad 
or  individual  a  charge  for  the  use  of  Atlantic  ave- 
nue or  any  other  street.  Complaint  has  been 
ma  le  ill  it  ears  are  allowed  to  stand  on  Commer- 
cial and  Federal  streets ;  they  have  no  right  to 
stand  there  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
But  the  idea  advanced  by  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  8,  that  this  contemplates  the  widening  of 
Atlantic  avenue  at  the  present  time  is  erroneous. 
It  does  not  coniemplate  the  expenditure  of  a  sin- 
gle dollar.  I  contend  that  it  will  lie  getting  rights 
which  the  city  is  entitled  to  and  ought  to  have. 
There  is  no  d'anger  of  the  city  obtaining  more 
right-  than  it  is  entitled  to.  1  believe  this  matter 
is  one  of  very  great intere-t to  the  city  of  boston 
—much  more'"  than  to  any  single  indh  -dual.  If  the 
city  should  And  that  it  is  for  its  interest  to  wielen 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  it  shall  have  the  right  to 
assess  charges  so  that  it  can  obtain  an  interest  of 
six  or  eight  per  cent,  on  the  investment,  it  certain- 
ly would  lie  a  good  thing.  I  hope  the  order  will 
take  its  second  reading  and  pass  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— To  make  the  order  of  any 
practical  value  whatever,  Atlantic  avenue  must 
tie  widened.  After  this  authority  is  obtained  from 
the  Legislature,  the  next  thing  will  be  a  pressure 
to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  a  hundred  feet.  The 
Street  Commissioners  have  already  reported  on 
that.  Then  there  is  the  petition  to  use  the  avenue 
for  market  purposes.  Last  year  the  city  leased 
certain  binds  at  large  expense  on  India  street  for 
market  wagon-,  and  there  is  room  enough  there 
for  all  the  nuiket  wagons  that  come  into  the  city. 
There  is  no  demand  from  the  inarketnien  for  ad- 
ditional market  facilities.  I  repeat  what  I  said 
before,  that  I  look  upon  this  as  a  scheme  for  the 
benefit  of  private  individuals  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayers. 

Alderman  Clark— I  elo  not  know  whether  the 
marketnicn  demand  it  or  not,  but  I  believe  that 
the  business  interests  of  the  city  would  be  very 
greatly  benefited  if  Atlantic  avenue  could  be  wid- 
ened another  hundred  feet  at  the  expense  of  the 
railroad  corporations.  There  is  no  epiestion  but 
that  we  need  all  the  room  we  can  get  to  accommo- 
date the  business  grewtu  of  the  city.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  needed  for  market  purposes, 
but  I  do  know  that  the  shipping  interests  of  the 
city  are  rapidly  increasing  and  demand  that  all 
the  facilities  that  can  be  obtained  shall  be  given 
to  the  merchants.  I-admit  that  it  is  the  firs,,  step 
toward  the  widening  of  Atlantic  avenue.  If  the 
railroad  companies  say  they  u  ill  pay  ten  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  expense  of  widening  tint  street, we 
now  have  no  right  to  take  it.  It  will  eio  no  I-iarm 
to  obtain  the  authority,  and  in  my  judgment  it 
will  be  best  for  the  city  to  widen  that  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  go  still  further,  and 
say  that  to  locate  three  or  four  railroad  tracks  on 
that  street  would  be  a  great  detriment  to  proper- 
ty ;  the  large  estates  on  Atlantic  avenue  would  be 
d'ecreu^ed  in  value  very  much.  I  am  no  lawyer, 
but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  Legislature 
will  pa^s  a  law  to  allow  the  city  to  charge  anybody 
for  occupying  a  part  of  a  public  street. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  de-ire  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ware!  8  in  one  particular.  He  states 
that  the  city  hist  year  leased  lands  at  a  large  ex- 
pense on  India  street.  That  large  rent  was  one 
cent  for  two  years. 

Alderman  "Stebbins— The  lands  had  to  be  filled 
up. 

Alderman  1'rescot '  —  The  gentleman  reminds  me 
of  the  expense  of  filling  up  the  lands.  That 
will  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  owners 
paying  the  taxes  on  the  increased  valuation  when 
the  lease  expires. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  inquire  of  the 
Committee  on  Markets  if  there  is  not  plenty  of 
room  there  for  all  the  market  wagons  which  will 
come. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  room  there  is  all  occu- 
pied now. 

Alderman  Emery— Would  it  be  detrimental  to 
the  order  to  have  it  lie  over  a  week? 

Alderman  Clark — I  think  that  after  this  week  no 
new  petitions  will  be  received  by  the  Legislature; 
though  I  suppose'  the  Alderman 'from  Ward  8  can 
explain  that  better  than  I  can,  as  he  is  one  of  the 


Committee  on  Legi-lalive  Matters.  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  lying  over  if  that  will  not  throw  it 
out  at  the  State  House. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  information  given 
to  the  committee  was  that  the  20th  was  the  last 
day  on  which  it  could  go  in.  That  is  the  reason  I 
am  in  favor  of  pressing  the  order  today. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  informed  that  the  time 
expires  on  Saturday. 

The  older  was  refused  a  second  reading— 5  for 
and  6  against— and  was  laid  over. 

MISCELLANEOUS    REPORTS     AND    ORDERS   SUBMIT- 
TED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  Mark  Salom,  ,'jt;r,  Washington  street,  for 
renewal  of  auctioneer's  license;  Liiward  Linne- 
man,  15  Eliot  street,  for  renewal  of  billiard  li- 
cense; Charles  II.  Deal  born,  to  give  exhibitions  of 
ventriloquism  from  Feb.  2  1  to  March  i);  J.  Pigeon, 
to  exhibit  "Punch  and  Judy"  at  1M0  Cambridge 
Street;  E.  W.  Todd,  agent,  to  exhibit  a  panorama 
at  l.nion  Hall,  Chai  le-down :  dames  Fitzgerald, 
to  deal  in  second-hand  clothes  at  146  Kingston 
street;  Benjamin  Locke,  et  at.,  for  transfer  of 
wagOn  licenses;  George  F.  Bonney  &  Co.,  for 
transfer  of  hack  license;  John  Slattery,  A.B.Da- 
vis and  George  R.  1'resly,  for  hack  license;  Timo- 
thy Griffin  and  twelve  others,  for  minors'  licenses ; 
George  W.  Nickerson,  and  Bartholomew  Swan, 
for  victualler's  license:  and  "leave  to  withdraw" 
on  application  of  Dennis  Murphy,  for  victualler's 
license  at  .":;■•;  Washington  street;  Asa  Swett,  for 
innholder's  license  at  10  Harvard  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Land — Report  on  petition  of  trustees  of 
Boston  College,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  hjs.  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  'an  instrument 
drawn  sati-faciory  to  tire  city  Solicitor,  changing 
the  condition  set  forth  in  a  deed  given  by  the  city 
of  Boston  to  John  MeElrov,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  784,  folio  170,  which  reads  that 
no  building  shall  lie  placed  nearer  to  James  street 
than  ten  feet,  so  as  to  read  that  no  building  shall 
be  placed  nearer  to  James  street  than  seven  feet 
therefrom  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying 
plan,  to  be  recorded  with  such  instrument— upon 
condition  that  said  Mel.lroy,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
shall  pay  all  equitable  damages  occasioned  by 
such  change  of  contlition. 

The  epiestion  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Harris— I  hope  the  order  will  be  ex- 
plained. 

Alderman  Emery— The  object  is  more  clearly  set 
forth  in  the  report"  and  order  than  I  could  state  it. 
However,  I  think  I  can  make  the  gentleman  under- 
stand it.  This  is  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Trustees  of  Boston  College  for  a  relea-  e  of  certain 
restrictions  upon  a  piece  of  land  purchased  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  It  is  a  lot  lying  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  St.  James  sti'cet,  or  rather  between 
Concord  street  and  Newton  sti  eet.  They  ask  for  a 
release  of  the  conditions  on  three  feet  of  land  on 
the  street.  I  believe  there  can  be  no  serious  objec- 
tions. The  building  will  then  set  back  seven  feet, 
instead  of  ten  as  now,  which  will  leave  more  land 
on  the  rear  towards  Newton  street  than  what  the 
restrictions  call  for. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  a  lot  that  was  purchased 
of  the  city  by  the  college  at  fifty  cents  a  foot  with 
certain  restrictions,  which  were  a  part  anel  parcel 
of  the  purchase.  Gentlemen  have  purehaseil  land 
on  Newton  street,  the  deeds  for  which  refer  to 
those  restrictions.  I  do  not  think  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton can  release  those  restrictions  without  being 
liable. 

Alderman  Emery— The  order  provides  that  they 
are  to  hold  the  city  harnile-s  from  all  damages. 

Alderman  Clark— I  wish  the  order  might  lie  over. 
It  is  a  subject  I  do  not  understand.  Complaint 
has  been  tirade  in  West  Newton  street  about  the 
it.  If  that  is 
over  a  week 
in  order  to  have  time  to  look  into  it. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  its  lying  over.  The  committee  gave  no- 
tice to  the  petitioners  and  they  appeared.  There 
were  some  remonstrants  who  were  notifietl,  but 
they  were  not  present.    The  thing  asked  for  by 


learned  that  they  were  mistaken  in  regard  to  the 
petition,  anel  for  that  reason  did  not  appear  to  ob- 
ject. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Bv  Alderman  Emery— Report(leave  to  withdraw) 
on  remonstrance  of  Job  A.  Tinner,  against  peti- 
tion of  Trustees  of  Boston  College.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power— Report  from  the  Printing 
Committee  upon  the  order  for  printing  five  hun- 
dred co  jies  cf  the  report  on  additional  supply 
of  water  (City  Doc.  No.  29  of  1873).  The  com- 
mittee have  ascertained  that,  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  for 
information  upon  the  important  subjects  em- 
braced in  the  report,  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
can  be  made  available  f.om  the  edition  already 
printed,  to  supply  each  member  of  the  Council 
with  a  copy,  within  a  week  from  the  present  time, 
which  he  can  peimaner.tly  retain  ;  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Printing  has"  taken  measures  to  ac- 
complish this  result.  To  print  a  new  edition 
■would  require  three  weeks,  and  the  cost  of  the 
first  copy  would  be  about  -109,  each  additional 
copy  costing  about  fif  ty  cents.  The  edition  al- 
ready printed  was  one  thousand  copies,  and 
cost  $1377  77.  The  usual  document  edition,  last 
year,  was  four  hundred  and  tif  ty  copies  ;  and  more 
than  double  the  usual  edition  of  this  document 
has  been  supplied,  th;  number  having  been  orig- 
inally determined  as  being  sufficient  for  all  re- 
quired purposes;  and  the  large  map  was  released 
and  erased  from  the  lithographic  stones.  As  the 
requirements  of  the  City  Government  will  be  fully 
and  promptly  supplied,"  and  as  a  large  edition  has 
been  supplied  for  public  information,  and  espe- 
cially the  bound  volumes  of  the  City  Documents 
(containing  the  report  Xo.  lit!)  will  be  placed  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  city,  and  in  the  Public 
Library,  probably  as  soon  as'a  reprint  coul  1  be  ac- 
co'uplishe  1,  the  committee  are  oi  the  onir-ion  that 
the  order  for  reprinting  the  report  ought  not  to 
pass.    The  report  was  accepted 

By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $396  59  be  hereby  re- 
funded to  Charles  Robinson,  attorney,  being  "one- 
half  the  assessments  and  costs  levied'upon  certain 
estates  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown,  for  a 
sewer. 

Alderman  Stehbins— I  would  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— This   is    a   matter  which  be- 
longed to  the  city  of  Charlestown  and  was  all  set- 
tled there,  as  they  supposed,  but  our  Auditor  will 
not  pay  the  bill  until  the  pas-age  of  that  order 
here.    He  has  no  doubts  about  its  being   correct; 
still  he  wishes  the  pa-sage  of  that  order  for  the 
payment  of  the  money. 
The  order  was  passed. 
By  Alderman  tower- 
Ordered,  That   the    Committee   on   Ordinances 
consider  the  expediency  of  mi  amending  the  eighth 
section  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment as  either  to  dispense  with  the  semi-an- 
nual reports  of  the  City  Solicitor  or  to  make  one 
annual  report  answer  the  purpose  of  said  section. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Cap- 
tain James  J.  Flynn,  commanding'  Company  1, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  forty  cents,  to  reimburse 
him  for  taxes  pail  in  1873  on  the  armory  cf  said 
company  at  No.  514  Washington  street;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 
Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  'I  hat  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Henry  C.  Richards  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars, 
on  account  of  rent  for  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  F,  First  Regiment  of  infant  y,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  Warren  ami  Palmer  streets, 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  October,  1S73;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the"  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 
Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

By  Al  lerman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee 
on  Heal, h— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.  and  A.  B.  Kenny,  for 
leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  1he  sev- 
eral superintendents  and  draw-tenders  of  bridges 
in  Charlestown  and  Brighton  be  allowed  the  same 
compensation  which  they  received  from  the  city 
of  Charlestown  and  the  town  of  Brighton  previous 
to  the  first  Monday  in  January  last. 
Passed. 


By  Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Paving — 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Athens  street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  bv  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  March  22.  1872,  and  deposited  in 
the  ofiVe  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Peters— 

Whereas,  The  town  of  West  Roxburv.  in  town 
meeting  held  March  3,  1873,  voted  that  one-half 
the  fees  received  fur  dog  licenses  be  paid  to  the 
West  Roxbury  Free  Library,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  nay  to  said  West 
Roxbury  Free  Library  one-half  the  dog-license 
fees  he  has  received  on  account  of  the  late  town 
of  West  Roxbury.  amounting  to  8182  50. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  what  appropriation 
the  money  was  to  be  charged  to. 

Alderman  Peters— The  town  of  West  Roxbury, 
at  its  last  annual  March  meting,  voted  that  one- 
half  the  sum  received  from  dog  licenses  in  that 
town  should  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  West 
Roxbury  Free  Library.  The  money  has  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  Boston,  and  1  suppose  the  sum 
named  in  the  order  «  ill  be  charged  to  the  fund  re- 
ceived from  West.  Roxbury. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Stehbins — 

Ordered;  That  the  income  derived  bv  the  sale  of 
lots,  etc.,  in  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Ward  19, 
be  set  apart  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  defray 
the  expenses  "incurred  in  maintaining  said  cem- 
etery. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott— 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  now  in  session  for  an 
amendment  to  the  law  relating  to  the  sealing  of 
weights  and  measures,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  deputy  sealers  in  place  of  assist- 
ants, and  for  such  other  changes  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  law. 


KEQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  following  (City 
Document  No.  23): 

The  Committee  on  Streets  respectfully  report 
that  an  additional  loan  of  8260. not)  u  ill  be  required 
to  complete  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to 
Haymarket  square,  to  pay  the  land  and  building 
damages  yet  un-ettled.  the  grade  damages,  and 
for  grading  and  paving  the  street.  The  loan  au- 
thorized when  the  order  passed,  in  November. 
1872.  to  extend  the  street,  was  .-1.500,000.  The  bind 
and  bud  ling  damages  paid  from  it  to  date  amount 
to  .81.129. Gii]  63,  leaving  unexpended  870,338  37. 
Claims  yet  unsettled  for  land  and  building  dam- 
ages are  estimated  to  amount  to  about  8112.901); 
the  grade  damage*,  .-'75,000;  grading  and  paviri"- 
the  street.  880,000;  and  the  cost  of  negotiating  the 
total  loans  requested  i.-l,,  60,000).  and"  chargeable 
to  iho-e  loans,  .-'61,730.— in  all  S329.630;  an  excess 
of  sl>59,291  i;;;  ov,  r  the  balance  of  the  original  loan 
now  remaining.  The  committee  would  then  fore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
der for  an  additional  loan  of  8260. 000: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  loan 
for  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to  Hay- 


PETITION  FOR  A  NEW  STREET. 

Alderman  Stehbins— I  wish  to  present  a  petition 
signed  by  seventy  or  more  persons  living  in  the 
vicinity  ol  Medford  court  and  ltriggs  place,  ask- 
ing that  a  new  street  may  be  laid  out,  by  extend- 
ing Briggs  place  through  to  Washington  street. 
The  petition  represents  -ihat  Hie  cost  of  this  pub- 
lie  nnprot  emc-nt  would  lie  trifling  compared  with 
the  benefit  derived.  The  value  of  the  land  is  but 
8150  per  foot  one-half  the  distance,  and  87  per 
foot  for  the  other  half,  and  only  one  building  will 
have  to  be  removed.  This  will  give  a  new  street, 
increase  the  taxable  property,  and  remove  an  in- 
tolerable nuisance."  The  petition  is  signed  by 
Samuel  M.  Colcord  and  many  oilier-.  I  think  it  is 
signed  by  all  the  physicians  at  the  South  End, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins.  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Street  Commissioners. 

MOUNTED  POLICE. 

By  Alderman  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice—Report on  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural 
address  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  a  mount- 
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ed  patrol  fur  police  service  in  I  hi-;  city,  and  trans- 
mitting a  communication  from  the  Chief -of-Police 
I'm  -I-:  iug ■<•-'.  incites  ol  Iho  expense  of  organizing 
and  maintaining   such  a  force.    The   committee 

;irr  |iii'|iiiv  I    on nni"iid  tin1  organization  of   a, 

moan1  ■  I  fo  c.'.h,.i-  ingof  two  men  in  each  of 
the  fourteen  police  districts,  and  the  necessary 
orders  to  carry  out  the  recommendation  will  be 
pre  1'ii'i'l.is  -linn  as  the  appropriations  for  the 
nex!  financial  year  are  made. 

The  Chief -of -Police  in  his  communication  says 
"The  average  distance  of  beats  on  the  several 
police  divisions  in  the  city  over  which  patrol  offi- 
cers while  on  duty  are  required  to  pass  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Divisions  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  8,  average  distance 
about  one  mile. 

Divisions  Nos.  5  and  6,  average  distance  about 
two  miles. 

Divisions  Nos.  9  and  10,  average  distance  about 
three  miles. 

Division  No.  7,  average  distance  about  four 
miles. 

Division  No.  15,  average  distance  about  six 
miles. 

Division  No.  14,  average  distance  about  nine 
miles. 

Division  No.  11,  average  distance  about  ten 
miles. 

Division  No.  13,  average  distance  about  twelve 
miles. 

The  patrolman  is  required  to  •■continually  patrol 
every  part  of  his  beat  as  often  as  once  each  hour, 


"in  every  pari,"  every  hour,  as  required,  by  the 
officers  patrolling  them;  and  on  some  beats  if  he 
does  so  once  in  seven  hours  he  will  have  done  a 
good  duty.     Neither  can   the    sergeant,  even  if 


seem  11 
afforded 
itory 


rm  but  a  small  part  of  the  duty 
'  visions  Nos.  11, 13  and  14;  nor 
sary  that  he  should  do  so  on 
settled  territory ;  yet  it  would 
police  protection  should  be 
habitants  residing  on  such 
now   possibly   be    given   by 


can  visit  every  part  of  his  district  and  meet  his 
men  four  times  while  mounted,  when  he  could  but 
twice,  if  on  foot,  that  fact  would  seem  worthy  of 
consideration.  To  learn,  as  far  as  practicable,  at 
what,  particular  time  dining  the  'wonty-four  hours 
of  the  day  the  largest  amount  of  crime  is  commit- 
ted, and  also  at.  what  time  fires  most  commonly 
occur,  the  records  for  the  year  1873  have  been  ex- 
amined with  the  following  result : 

Whole  number  of  arrests  during  the  year 27,845 

Arrests  made  b  tween  K  A.  il.   ami    I,    1'.    M.,    ten 

hours,  about  lill-140  of  all. 
A  it  'sts  made  li  Iw.en  i;  1'.  M.  and   1A.M.,  seven 

hoars,  about,  (tl-140  of  all. 
Air  si.s  in  nlr  li  twe.en  1  p.  at.  and  8  A.  M.,  seven 

hours,  about  17-140  of  all. 

"Whole  number  of  fires  dm  in-  the  vear G20 

fir  's  bit  wen  s  A.  M.  and  li  1".  M.,  about  53-140  of 

all. 
fires  between  li  V .  M.  and  1  A.  ?.!.,  about    11.5-140  of 


all. 

Fir  -s  between  1  A. 
all. 


i  A.  M.,  about  22-140  of 


Thus  showing  that  nine-twentieths  of  all  arrests 
made  (lining  the  year  were  between  the  hours  of 
6  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.,  and  nearly  one-half  of  all  the 
fires  occurred  during  the  same  time.  In  offences 
committed  against  persons  alone,  there  is  an  in- 
crease over  the  estimate  for  the  evening  period  of 
about  fourteen  per  cent.,  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that,  nearly  all  the  aggravated  crimes  com- 
mitted in  the  outer  portions"of  our  city  have  been 
perpetrated  between  6  P.M.  and  1  A.M.  The 
Chief-of-1'olioe,  in  the  report,  gives  considerable 
attention  to  the  selection,  care  and  keeping  of 
horses  for  the  department,  the  cost  of  which  with 
all  necessary  equipments  is  estimated  to  be  about 
¥300,  and  an"  estimated  cost  per  annum  of  keeping- 
each  horse,  with  the  repair  of  equipments,  inter- 
est, etc., is  estimated  at. -.170.  The  yearly  expense  of 
a  mounted  man  and  horse  will  not  exceed  $h>00. 
In  European  cities  where  the  experiment  has  been 
tried  it  has  never  been  abandoned,  and  a  mounted 
force  is  considered  as  essential  as  an  ordinary 
patrol. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

TERMINUS  OF  EASTERN    RAILROAD     IN  EAST  BOS- 

Alderman  Brooks  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 


for  the  passage  of  an  act  changing  the  location  of 
the  Eastern  Railroad  in  10  if  Huston,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  crossing  at  grade  of  Marion  street,  Pres- 
cott  street,  loiter  street,  .Maverick  street,  Sumner 
street,  and  Webster  street,  by  the  tracks  of  said 
corporation. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  know  what  is 
contemplated  by  that,  order. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  is  in  contemplation  to 
change  the  railroad  track  from  its  present  location 
to  a  line  inside,  the  sea  wall  which  it  is  proposed  to 
have  built.  That  will  carry  the  railroad  outside  of 
all  those  streets  which  at  the  present  time  cross 
the  track. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At  whose  expense  is  this 
change  to  take  place?  If  it  is  to  be  done  at  the 
city's  expense  I  shall  vote  against  the  order.  If 
it  is  in  contemplation  for  the  Eastern  Railroad  to 
submit  quietly  and  bear  all  the  expense,  I  shall 
vote  for  it. 

The  Chair— The  order  does  not  designate  who 
shall  bear  the  expense. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worfchington,  the  order 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

SPECIAL  SESSION. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  no  desire  to  inter- 
pose objections  to  an  order  which  may  seem  im- 
portant to  several  members  of  the  Board.  I 
therefore  move  that  when  this  Board  adjourn  it 
be  to  Thursday  next  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  when 
the  order  can  be  acted  upon  and  go  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  night.  There  are  other  impor- 
tant reports  which  can  be  acted  upon  at  the  same 
time. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY    OFFICERS. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Salarie--  -Re  po  it,  and  orders  (printed  City 
Doc.  No.  26)  establishing  the  salaries  of  city  offi- 
cers for  the  year  beginning  on  1st  of  April  next. 
The  increase  recommended  in  the  salaries  and 
allowances  for  clerk  hire,  as  at  present  established, 
are  as  follows : 

Clerk  hire  in  Treasurer's  office,  including  fur- 
nishing transportation  for  the  Paymaster,  $0200. 

Clerk  hire  in  office  of  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
$1500. 

Clerk  hire  in  office  of  City  Clerk,  $2840. 

Assistance  in  office  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  $50. 

First  and  second  assistants  in  City  Solicitor's 
office,  $000  each. 

Additional  assistant  in  the  Messenger's  office, 
$400. 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
$200. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  C rounds, 
$200. 

Master  of  House  of  Correction,  $500. 

Chairman  of  Board  of  Assessors,  $500. 

The  total  amount  of  increase  recommended  is, 
«n  salaries,  $2850;  on  clerk  hire,  $9040. 

In  view  of  the  changes  which  may  soon  be  made 
in  the  organization  of  the  City  Government,  the 
committee  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  refrain 
from  making  any  additions  to  the  salaries  as  at 
present  established,  except  in  those  cases  where  it 
was  clearly  necessary  on  account  of  the  increased 
business  of  the  departments,  growing  out  of  the 
additions  to  the  territory  and  population  of  the 
city.  The  committee  have  not  sufficient  informa- 
tion at  this  time  in  regard  to  the  duties  perform- 
ed by  the  draw  tenders  on  the  Charlestown  and 
Brighton  bridges,  to  enable  them  to  fix  the  amount 
of  compensation  which  should  be  allowed ;  and 
orders  covering  tile  salaries  of  those  officers  will 
be  presented  hereafter. 

The  report  and  orders  were  laid  over. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE  IN  THE  WATER  BOARDS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  a  union  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards  under  one  board  of  management,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor,  and  to  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices, was  taken  from  the  table.  The  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  would  like  to  know  from 
the  gentleman  what  this  order  contemplates. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  for  the  Committee  on 
Water  to  consider  the  expediency  of  uniting  the 
Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards  in  one. 
Whatever  the  committee  may  conclude  upon  will 
be  reported  back  to  the  City  Council.  It  is  very 
rarely  that  objection  is  made  to  orders  of  inquiry. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  Alderman 
Power's  motion  to  reconsider  the  rejection  of  the 
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report  and  order  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
Mayor's  Addre-s,  in;  hiding  a  reference  of  so  much 
as  relates  to  public  parks  to  a  special  commission, 
to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  three  Counoilmen, 
three  citizens  at  larce,  and  tin-  Mayor. — said  com- 
mission on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  be  elect- 
ed by  concurrent  ballot,  and  those  at  large  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,— was  taken  from  the 
table. 

The  que-tion  was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Emery— If  I  understand  this  question 


sider  1  he  minion  rejecting  a  motion  to  concur  with 
the  Common  Conned  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a.  commission  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  one  or 
more  public  parks  and 'report  to  the  City  Council 
thereon.  The  motion  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12,  to  reconsider  that  vote,  was  laid  upon  the  table 
on  my  motion,  and  the  question  now  is  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  rejecting  the  motion  to  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  reconsider  will  prevail.  I  ?  ee  no  reason  why  we 
should  throw  aside  this  matter  entirely,  when  we 
ask  for  so  little.  All  we  ask  is  a  commission  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  park, 
and  for  them  to  report  to  this  Council.  We  are 
committed  to  nothing  by  passing  this  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  not  prevail,  for  the  reasons  that  were 
given  at  the  time — thai  the  proper  committee  to 
consider  this  subject  is  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares.  There  is  no  m»re  necessity— 
not  half  the  necessity— for  having  a  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  this  question  than  there  is  the 
subject  of  water.  If  this  subject  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  give 
prompt  eon-ideracion,  and  we  shall  have  a  report 
much  more  speedily  than  if  we  appoint  a  commis- 
sion outside  of  this  Government.  For  that  reason 
I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  very  reason  that 
the  gentleman  mentions  is  an  argument  why 
we  should  refer  it  to  a  special  committee,  and 
therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  this  reconsideration. 
If  the  gentleman  will  look  back  at  the  history  of 
the  water  question  he  will  find  that  it  has  several 
times  been  referred  to  special  committees.  In 
182T  it  was  referred  to  K.  H.  Eddy ;  in  1S35  the  sub- 
ject was  talked  about  again,  and  then  Daniel 
Treadwell,  Lotunmi  Kaldwin,  E.  C.  Lowell,  James 
F.  Baldwin  and  Nathan  Hale  were  si  lected  as  a 
special  committee,  and  they  reported  in  18::;S  to  the 
City  Government  on  the  subject  of  water.  Again 
in  every  ward  they  had  their  unions,  who  came  to 
the  City  Government  and  demanded  water,  and 
again  it  was  referred  to  Nathan  Hale,  James  F. 
Baldwin  and  Thomas  B.  Curtis.  They  went  for- 
ward,made  arrangements,  did  all  the  work  and  in- 
troduced the  water  into  the  city,  and  the  City 
Council  aided  those  eommis-ioneis  by  raising  the 
money.  Again,  when  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir was  built,  you  will  find  that  even  the 
subject  of  Inlying  the  land  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mission outside  of  the  city  Cove i nun  nt— to  Otis 
Norcross  and  four  others.  I  forget  their  names 
now,  but  it  is  very  easy  to  find  them  in  the  report. 
They  were  appointed  commissioners  to  purchase 
the  land  if  they  thought  desirable,  and  report  to 
the  City  Government.  They  did  so,  and  reported 
to  the  city.  I  believe  there  is  no  single  case  in  re- 
gard to  water  works  that  we  have  not  had  com- 
mis.-ioneis  appointed,  just  as  we  ask  now,  and  as 
the  Mayor  has  propose, l.  They  have  invariably- 
reported  upon  the  expediency  of  the  pioject,  just 
as  we  ask  to  have  this  commission  report.  In  1845 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  go  forward  and 
build  the  water  works.  I  think  that  every  exam- 
ple we  have  had  in  our  experience  in  obtaining 
water  is  a  reason  for  a  commission  to  examine  the 
subject  of  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  goes  back  to 
the  time  when  we  had  no  water  works,  no  water 
board,  no  committee  on  water  to  refer  the  matter 
to.  It  was  a  new  thing  entirely.  Now,  we  have 
a  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  supposed 
to  be  more  familiar  with  this  subject  than  any 
commission  which  can  be  selected  outside  of  the 
City  Government.  The  Mayor  has  not  recom- 
mended any  outside  commission  to  look  after  this 
matter;  he  merely  calls  our  attention  to  it.  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Common  will  give  the 
prompt  attention  to  the  subject  that  it  demands, 
and  it  will  receive  such  action  that  will  be  fully 
satisfactory  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor 
of  parks.  There  is  no  one  on  that  committee  who 
is  in  favor  of  blocking  the  matter.    They  will  look 


over  the  ground  carefully,  and  report  to  this 
Board.  I  do  not  know  how  the  majority  will  re- 
port, but  I  know  that  no  one  on  that  committee 
who  is  opposed  to  parks  lias  any  desire  to  thwart 
the  desires  of  those  who  wish  to  have  parks. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  sav  there  was  no  water  committee 
in  1844,  or  water  board  in  1854?  I  think  if  he 
will  cast  his  memory  back  he  will  find  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  considered  the  subject.  Cer- 
tainly there  was  such  a  committee  in  1845  and  in 
1854.  I  think  we  -houldhave  some  advice  and  con- 
sultation wdth  gentleman  outside  of  this  Board.  I 
certainly  have  no  objection  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  But  we  all  know  tha  t  there 
is  a  continual  charge  that  there  are  rings  inside 
of  the  City  Government.  People  have  said  "Al- 
derman, nave  you  got  any  land  that  you  are  going 
to  put  into  a  park?"  I  do  not  know  "how  it  is  go- 
ing to  affect  gentlemen  who  have  been  here  two 
or  three  years,  but  I  know  how  it  is  with  a  man 
who  has  been  here  only  two  or  three  weeks.  I  wish 
to  have  a  committee  which  will  stand  above 
any  charge  of  rings.  I  want  the  public  to  have 
the  same  confidence  in  the  report  that  we  shall 
have.  We  should  have  confidence  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  but  the 
public  are  continually  insinuating  about  rings  in 
the  City  Government.  Let  us  avoid  that.  I  think 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  should  be 
apart  of  this  committee.  But  I  am  in  favor  of 
going  further,  and  having  three  men,  whom  the 
Mayor  shall  select.  I  think  he  will  select  three 
strong  men,  who  are.  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  in  whom  the  public  will  have  en- 
tire confidence.  If  we  get  a  report  from  such  a 
commission,  both  the  public  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment will  have  confidence  in  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  cannot  draw  any  other  in- 
ference from  the  gentleman's  remarks  than  that 
the  public  have  not  confidence  in  this  Board  of 
Aldermen.  They  think  we  are  a  trading  set,  who 
cannot  do  anything  withou'-  -ome  private  interest 
being  accomplished.  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  confidence  in  this  Board,  audi  I  do  not  see  that 
three  men  from  outside  can  purify  them,  or  make 
them  any  more  than  they  are ;  they  will  not  better 
matters 'much.  The  gi-mtlemnn  "reminds  me  of 
water.  I  said  that,  at  the  time  he  alluded  to,  we 
had  no  water  works ;  it  was  a  new  thing.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  there  were  any  members  of  the 
Government  who  professed  to  be  very  great  au- 
thority or  expert  in  such  matters,  and  they  had  to 
look  about  for  the  very  best  talent  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  people  who  desired  water.  It 
became  necessary  to  go  outside  and  get  cele- 
brated engineers  and  scientific  men  to  look 
into  the  subject.  But  I  do  not  see  that  our  case 
here  is  similar  to  that.  If  any  engineering  talent 
is  wanted  the  city  of  Boston  has  it.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares  can  avail  themselves 
of  their  services  without  getting  outside  talent. 
I  do  not  see  any  nece-  sity  for  getting  i  h  ee  outride 
men,  unless  they  are  men  noted  for  their  ability  in 
laying  out  parks.  I  suppose  that  our  engineers  are 
competent  to  do  that  sort  of  work,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  outside  and  get  any 
of  that  talent.  I  think  that  by  referring  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
they  will  get  a  report  to  this  Government  much 
quicker  than  if  we  have  an  outside  commission. 

Alderman  Emery — I  dislike  exceedingly  to  disa- 
gree with  my  friend  on  my  right,  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  for  I  always  have  to  go  over  the 
subject  again,  reexamine  and  see  what  the  matter 
is.  Another  reason  is  that  lie  is  so  persistent,  and 
furthermore  he  believes  in  foraging-  on  the  enemy, 
and  wherever  he  can  find  a  sore  spot  he  goes  for 
it.  Therefore,  I  hate  to  go  against  him  in  a  mat- 
ter of  importance.  But  in  this  matter  we  have 
the  power  of  rejecting  anything  that  the  commit- 
tee may  report  upon.  In  regard  to  his  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  I  can  add  that  this  Board  have 
undoubted  confidence  in  that  committee, 
who  were  appointed  for  the  ordinary  routine 
business  of  that  committee  without  reference  to 
the  question  of  public  parks.  There  is  another 
and  better  reason  than  that  why  we  should  refer 
this  subject  to  that  committee.  That  reference 
has  been  rejected  by  this  Board  already,  and  the 
only  question  now  is  whether  we  shall  appoint  a 
special  commission  in  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  let  them  report  at  some  future 
time  the  result  of  their  investigations.  I  think 
these  are  good  reasons  why  this  Board  should  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman   Clark— I   just  begin    to   get  a  little 
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light  on  this  subject  and  see  how  it  stands.  This 
subject  was  considered  by  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Mayor's  Address,  and  majority  and 
minority  reports  were  presented.  'I  he  majority 
voted  to  have  the  subject  of  a  park  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  and  the  mi- 
nority favored  the  raising  of  a  special  commission. 
The  reports  went  to  the  Council,  where  the  minor- 
ity report  was  adopted.  It  then  came  here,  and 
we  non-con  curie:  I  with  the  Common  Council.  In 
order  to  clinch  the  mailer  in  this  Board  and  pre- 
vent it  from  going  to  i lie  special  commission,  the 
Alderman  from  \\  aid  12  moved  a  reconsideration, 
which  niol  ion  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  is 
where  we  stand  today.    Am  I  correct? 

Alderman  Emery— A  motion  was  tirst  made  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to  substitute  the 
ma  joritv  report-  referring  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee i')U  Common— for  the  order  as  it  came  from 
the  Council,  and  that  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of 
6  to  6.  The  question  then  came  upon  adopting  the 
minority  report  in  concurrence,  and  that  failed  by 
a  vote  of  6  to  6.  Then  my  friend  from  "Ward  12 
rose  to  clinch  that  vote,  aid  kill  the  whole  matter 
here,  moved  to  reconsider,  honing  it  -would 
notpreval,  and  on  my  motion  the  motion  tore- 
consider  wa   laid  upon' the  table. 

Alderman  <  lark— That  is  as  1  understand  it.  I 
voted  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  and  shall  now  vote  to  refer 
it  to  a  special  commission,  and  as  it  is  generally 
understood  that  1  am  in  favor  of  a  park,  it  may  be 
expedient  for  me  to  give  my  reasons  for  voting  as 
I  shall.  When  1  signed  the  majority  report  I  did 
so  because  I  bad  confidence  in  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  I  do  not  know  any  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  who  has  land  to  sell  for  a 
park.  I  bi  lieve  that  they  would  have  considered 
the  subject  fairly  and  reported  in  due  time.  I  be- 
lieve that  all  the  order  contemplates  is  to  take 
into  consideration  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a 
public  park,  and  1  bclieye  that  committee  are  com- 
petent to  consider  that  matter,  and  would  make  a 
report  that  will  be  sati-faetoiy  to  the  people.  We 
have  made  an  attempt  toretei  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Square-, and  failed,  and  we  could 
not  do  so  in  the  Council.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
to  concur  with  the  Council  and  vote  to  have  the 
subject  referred  to  a.  special  committee.  1  believe 
the  time  has  come  when  we  should  take  immedi- 
ate steps  for  laying  out  andbuil  bug  a  .public  park, 
and  for  one  I  do  not  wish  to  prevent  carrying  out 
the  will  of  tin-  people.  My  opinion  is  [hat  the  great 
majority  of  the  public  demand  that  this  Govem- 
ment  take  immediate  action,  looking  to  the  laying 
out  of  a  park,  and  1  think  that  the  only  way  to  do 
so  now  is  to  give  the  subject  to  a  special  commit- 
tee. 

Alderman  Power  — The  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  states  that  the  matter  of  referring  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  cannot  be 
carried  in  the  Council.  The  minority  report  was 
signed  by  three  members  of  the  Couuc'l,  and  when 
the  subject  came  up  in  the  other  branch  the 
fourth  member  did  not  make  any  explanation  of 
the  subject  at  all.  I  have  been  assured  by  many 
members  of  the  Council  that  if  an  explanation 
had  been  made,  the  minority  report  would  not 
have  gone  through  the  Council,  but  that  the 
majority  repent  would  have  been  adopted.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  gentleman  acquiesces  in 
the  insinuation  that  this  Government  are  not  to  be 
trusted  to  do  anything,  but  they  must  go  outside, 
when  any  large  matter  is  tolie  considered,  for  peo- 
ple to  consider  such  new  and  impo.  taut  subjects. 
This  seems  to  be  a  rellection  on  this  Government— 
that  they  cannot  lie  trusted  to  attend  to  such  mat- 
ters, but  must  go  outside  of  this  Government  and 
get  gcntlcnnii  of  standing,  who  i  hall  act  as  guar- 
dians of  this  Government.  I,  for  one,  do  not 
acknowledge  any  truth  in  the  assertion  that  this 
Government  cannot  be  trusted  to  secure  an 
honest  administration  of  the  affairs  put  into 
their  bands.  'Ibis  constantly  going  outside  is  like 
a  reflection.  No  one  supposes  that  they  are  to  he 
selected  for  any  peculiar  or  particular  mei  it,  or 
that  the  city  will  gain  anything  by  their  being- 
chosen.  Nobody  pretends  to  anything  of  that 
kind.  lam  oppo-ed  to  it  particularly  for  that 
reason.  1  think  1hi-  Government  can  do  the  sub- 
jectfull  justice,  and  whether  the  different  mem- 
bers may  be  oppo-ed  to  a  park  or  not,  no  one  is 
Irving  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  those  who  desire  to 
give  the  Mayors  address  re.-peetfnl  attention  and 
bring  the  subject  before  this  Government  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Aldeinian  Won hiiigton— I  wish  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  would  be  fair  in  his  statement  of 


what  is  advocated  h<  lore  Ibis  Board.  1  said  noth 
ing  about  a  lack  of  confidence  in  this  Government. 
I  said  the  public  would  have  greater  confidence 
in  the  report  of  a  special  commission,  with  three 
members  appointed  by  the  .Yia\  or,  than  they  would 
have  in  that  of  a  commit, ee  of  this  Government. 
I  am  willing  to  stand  upon  that.  Here  is  a  great 
movement,  and  of  all  lie  n  in  this  Board  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward  let  should  he  in  favor  of  it,  be- 
cause it  will  do  more  good  to  his  people  than  any 
other  class,  and  I  am  surprised  that  he  should 
say  one  word  against  it.  The  gentleman  has 
spoken  about  having  no  engineers  for  the' 
construction  of  water  works.  Why,  what  did 
last  year's  Board  do?  We  have  able  engineers, 
but  last  year  the  board  referred  the  subject 
to  an  entirely  new  Board  of  Engineers,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  voted  for  it;— he  always 
votes  for  such  good  measures.  1  have  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  goo, I  sense,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
last  year  he  voted  for  independent  engineers,  that 
they  might  make  unprejudiced  reports.  All  we 
ask  now  is  to  allow  the  selection  of  such  outside 
parties  as  the  Mayor  deems  expedient,  that  we  may 
get  an  unprejudiced  report— one  that  the  public 
will  have  greater  confidence  in  than  they  would  if 
it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  I  wish  to  repeat  again  that  I  have  en- 
tire confidence  in  that  committee,  so  that  he  may 
not  misconstrue  my  language.  1  want  this  ques- 
tion to  be  thoroughly  vein  da  led,  so  that  every  cit- 
izen of  Boston  will  have  as  much  confidence  in  it 
as  in  any  report  ever  made  to  this  Government. 

Alderman  SicLbins— It  is  a  credit,  to  the  Alder- 
man from  War  1  1L' that  he  is  able  to  stand  up 
here,  independent  of  any  class,  and  oppose  this 
measure,  notwithstanding  it  may  bring  labor  to 
those  whom  the  Aldeinian  styles  ids  people.  It  is 
alow  argument  by  which  the  gentleman  appeals 
to  him.  I  do  not  like  tka  ■:  .-  tyie  of  argument,  and 
I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  thaiik  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  for  standing  up  here  and  opposing  a  re- 
consideration. I  do  not  believe  in  this  project. 
Our  annual  tax  budget  will  soon  lie  laid  hefoiv  the 
public.  There  will  be  half  a  million  additional  for 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Water  Department, a 
great  portion  of  which  will  be  for  the 
outlying  wards  13,  14,  15  and  16.  There  will 
be  about  sen. i, oat)  additional  for  th"  department  of 
public  buildings,  principally  for  engine  homes  and 
schools.  There  will  be  a.  'very  large  increase  in 
other  departments.  Let  us  wait  a  few  days  and 
see  how  the  people  will  like  to  have  the  rate  of 
taxation  eighteen  dollars  on  a  thousand.  It  has 
been  remarked  this  afternoon  that  this  is  the  will 
of  the  people.  Let  us  see  how  that  is.  Not  a  sin- 
gle petition  for  it  has  been  laid  before  this  Board. 
Where  does  the  pressure  come  from?  It  is  from 
the  parties  who  have  land  to  sell  to  the  city.  Well 
may  the  constituents  of  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  ask  if  there  is  not  aland  ring  in  this 
project.  I  believe  the  pressure  for  this  wdiole 
thing  is  from  parties  who  have  land  to  sell  to  the 
city.  I  think  it  ill  becomes  any  one  to  say  it  is  the 
wiUof  the  people.  If  the  people  wish  a  park,  let 
them  come  herewith  their  petitions  ami  ask  for  it. 
Alderman  Bower— I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  meant  to  reflect  upon  me  at 
all  when  he  spoke  of  my  people.  My  people  are 
pretty  powerful  in  this  city ;  i hey  are'  the  taxpay- 
ers, regardless  of  where  they  come  from  and  with- 
out regard  to  creed,  color  or  nationality,  and  I 
never  supposed  that.  1  had  done  anything  that 
would  lead  anybody  to  think  that  I  would  legislate 
more  in  favor  of  one  class  than  another.  1  sup- 
posed that  I  was  as  free  from  creed  or  class  as  any 
fentleman  in  this  Board.  I  came  here  to  do  my 
uty  to  the  taxpayers,  and  not  to  act  for  any  creed, 
color  or  nationality.  The  gentleman  simply  mis- 
construes my  motives.  I  am  not  opposed  to  any- 
thing which  will  get  at  a  fair  expression  of  the 
feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  on  this  subject. 
Our  honored  Mayor  is  no  doubt  in  favor  of  parks, 
but  I  am  in  favor  of  as  speedy  action  on  the  sub- 
ject as  he  is.  I  did  not  mean  to  misrepresent  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands,  but  he  speaks  of 
rings  being  continually  hinted  at.  I  infer  that 
he  thinks  a  report  would  be  more  high-toned  and 
inspire  greater  confidence  in  the  public  mind  if 
outside  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  superintend 
it,  and  act  as  the  guardians  of  this  Government  in 
this  matter.  1  do  not  wish  to  do  anything  against 
the  full  ami  speedy  consideration  of  this  subject, 
but  I  do  desire  to  have  it  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  who  will  act  more 
than  any  special  committee  from  outside. 
Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 
Alderman    Cutter— The     Alderman     from     the 
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Highlands  well  says  this  is  a  movement  of  great 
magnitude.  It  is  one  of  the  most  expensive 
projects  that  has  ever  come  into  this  Government. 
I  am  mi-prised  to  see  that  in  little  over  a  year 
since  the  great  fire  of  the  ninth  of  November,  and 
less  tl) an  a  year  since  the  fire  of  May,  by  which 
this  city  lost  over  a  hundred  millions  of  property, 
—before  we  have  got  over  that  loss,— they  have 
come  here  and  tried  to  make  us  believe  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  cast  our  votes  in  favor  of  a  public 
park.  It  cannot  be  that  the  taxpayers,  the  people, 
have  asked  for  this,  for  when  you  see  the  press 
take  hold  of  a  thing  you  may  be  certain  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  are  not  in  favor  of  it,  but 
the  press  desire  to  make  the  people  take  hold  of 
it.  They  know  it  is  a  weak  subject,  and  they 
herald  it  before  the  people  so  as  to  get  pub- 
lic sentiment  wrought  up  on  the  subject, 
that  some  one  can  sell  a  piece  of  land  for 
a  park — and  that  somebody  can  take  in  part- 
ners with  him  who'  will  be  able  to  bring 
up  public  sentiment,  that  this  body  may 
dare  to  vote  for  public  parks.  Now,  sir,  if  you 
will  look  at  our  avenues  you  will  see  that  you  can- 
not trot  a  horse  on  the  pavenlents  wi  hout  danger. 
Look  at  "Washington  street,  with  paving  that  you 
cannot  trot  a  light  carriage  over.  That  paving 
should  be  removed  and  block  granite  substituted. 
Look  at  Columbus  avenue,  which  ends  nowhere. 
It  should  run  into  the  country.  All  our  avenues 
should  lead  out  into  the  country  and  be  well 
paved,  so  that  we  can  take  our  private  horses  and 
carriages  and  drive  over  any  of  them  into  the 
country.  Look  at  the  streets  of  Charlestown,  look 
at  the  North  End;  the  pavements  there  should  all 
be  removed  before  this  board  should  think  of 
talking  about  a  public  park.  We  shall  come  in 
this  year  and  a*k  for  thirteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  we  ought  to  have  two  millions,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  tax  the  people  too  heavily.  This  park 
means  an  addition  to  the  debt  of  twenty  million 
dollars.  "Well  ha-  the  genileman  said  that  this  is 
a  case  of  magnitui1?.  I  tell  you  it  is  so,  and  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  nave  not  yet  got  over  last  year's 
loss  so  that  they  should  even  think  or  speak  of 
parks  at  present.  I  beg  of  this  Board  to  stop  and 
think  before  it  votes  to  roll  up  the  city  debt 
twenty  millions  more.  The  gentleman  says  tliis  does 
not  commit  us.  In  my  experience  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, when  we  start  out  we  always  get  com- 
mitted before  we  get  through.  I  judge  of  the  fut- 
ure by  the  past,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  commit  the 
city  to  this  scheme.  I  would  rather  sell  the  land 
that  we  have,  the  Farm  School,  the  Beacon-Hill 
Reservoir,— which  bring  no  income,  and  which  it 
is  our  duty  to  sell  in  order  to  lessen  the  debt  of 
the  city,—' rather  than  go  on  and  advocate  a  park 
to  increase  the  debt  of  "the  city. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  has  stated  that  the  people  have  never  come  here 
and  asked  for  a  park.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  a 
matter  which  is  largely  dwelt  upon  in  the  Mayor's 
address,  and  in  deference  to  the  Mayor  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  special  commission,  rather  than  to 
the  Committee  an  Common  and  Squares.  I,  for 
one,  shall  vote  to  reconsider,  and  shall  then  vote 
for  a  special  commission.  But  I  wi-h  it  under- 
stood that  1  do  not  commit  myself  either  for  or 
again-t  a  park.  The  gentleman  cannot  frighten 
me  by  speaking  uf  twenty  millions  expense.  This 
matter  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  public 
for  many  years.  [The  Alderman  read  an  extract 
from  the  Mayor's  inaugural  on  the  subject  of  a 
park]. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  have  some  of 
these  gentlemen  explain  why  thev  want  three 
persons  outside  of  this  City  Government?  "What 
reasons  are  there  for  wanting  them?  I  am  not 
tenacious  about  this  mailer  going  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  and  Squares.  I  have  said  repeat- 
edly here  that  I  am  oppo-ed  to  a  public  park,  even 
if  it  does  not  cost  two  million  dollars.  I  am  op- 
po-ed to  it  at  the  present  time  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  proper  with  the  burdens  that  we  have 
upon  us;  with  the  money  necessary  for  improve- 
ments that  should  be  done  in  this  city  in  the  way 
of  paving  and  laying  out  and  widening  streets,'! 
do  not  think  we  should  meddle  with  this  park 
question  at  present.  I  think  the  time  is  coming 
when  Boston  must  have  a  public  park,  but  I  do> 
not  think  this  is  the  time  for  it.  As  nobody  has 
specified  what  they  expect  those  three  gentlemen 
to  do— why  gentlemen  outside  the  City  Govern- 
ment, possessing  particular  qualifications  for 
laying     out     parks     should     be     selected  —  I 


should  like  to  have  some  one  explain  why  they 
should  be  appointed.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  intimated  that  he  wanted  them  as 
guardians  who  could  say  they  have  looked  after 
the  members  of  the  city  Government,  that  there 
has  not  been  any  ring  and  the  thing  has  been 
fairly  done.  That  is  all  the  reason  I  have  heard, 
given,  and  that  is  no  reason  at  all.  I  think  the 
public  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  have  confidence 
m  this  Government,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  Mayor 
thinks  it  is  necessary  to  have  anybody  outside  of 
this  Government  to  look  after  this  matter. 

Alderman  Emery— In  regard  to  referring  the 
question  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  that  is  all  done  with.  This  Board  has  al- 
ready acted  upon  and  rejected  that  proposition* 
and  I  hardly  think  we  can  go  back  upon  that.  I 
think  every  member  of  this  Board  has  perfect 
confidence  in  that  committee.  As  to  what  this 
commission  will  do— that  is  just  what  we  want  to 
know,  and  that  is  just  what  they  will  report  upon. 
The  only  way  we  can  get  the  necessary  informa- 
tion will  lie  from  their  report. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  think  it  is  very  well  under- 
stood why  it.  is  desired  to  have  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor.  He  is  in  favor  of  a  park, 
and  of  course  would  appoint  three  men  in  favor  of 
a  park.  I  would  state,  aBo,  that,  although  there 
is  no  petition  before  this  Board  for  a  park",  there  is 
a  remonstrance  signed  by  many  heavy  taxpay- 
ers. I  suppose  gentlemen  understand  that  a  park 
is  an  expensive  luxuty  which  can  be  indulged  in 
only  about  four  months  in  the  year. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  gentleman  gets  his  information  as  to 
whom  the  Mayor  will  appoint.  I  believe  he  will 
appoint  a  fair'commissioii.  He  has  a  perfect  right 
to  appoint  any  committee  he  chooses,  and  I  think 
he  will  appoint  an  entirely  fair  one.  I  do  not 
think  the  gentleman  has  any  right  to  get  up  here 
and  say  the  Mayor  will  appoint  tin  ee  men  in  favor 
of  or  opposed  to  a  park.  I  think  he  will  appoint 
men  who  will  give  an  impartial  report. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  gentl  man  will  an- 
swer the  query  as  to  what  these  three  outside  gen- 
tlemen  art'  to"  be  appointed  for. 

Alderman  "Wortlnne.ton— I  think  that  has  been 
answered  so  often  before  that  it  is  not  worthwhile 
to  reply  to  it  again. 

Alderman  Peters— I  did  not  intend  to  dip  my 
oar  into  this  turbid  sea  at  all,  but  I  want  to  take 
just  one  or  two  strokes.  I  have  an  answer  to 
make  to  the  important  question  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  shall  vote  to  reconsider  and  :to 
concur  with  the  Common  Council.  I  think  the 
Committee  on  Common  hive  as  nun  h  business  as 
thev  can  attend  to  well.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  is  himself  a  member  of  the  committees 
on  Common,  Bridges,  Paving,  Health  and  Ac- 
counts, chairman  of  the  committees  on  Printing, 
Bathing— there  is  no  use  of  stating  more.  I  have 
stated  enough  now  that  you  can  ;  ee  that  he  would 
not  have  time  to  look  into  tins  park  question.  For 
that  reason  we  want  men  from  outside  who -can 
make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject.    _. 

Alderman  Power— According  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  \\  aid  fa,  we  certainly  ought 
not  to  have  any  member  of  this  Board  on  the  com- 
mission. If  wii.it  he  states  is  the  case,  no  member 
of  this  Board  can  give  any  attention  to  it  at  all, 
and  we  had  better  have  ah  outside  commission  en- 
tirely. Although  the  gentleman  has  read  over  a 
list  of  committees  to  w  hioh  t  have  been  assigned, 
I  hope  he  will  name  some  public  business  coming 
under  my  charge  which  I  have  not  attended  to.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares  will  speedily  and  faithfully  attend  to 
this  duty  if  intrusted  to  them. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
is  so  valuable  a  member  of  the  City  Government 
that  we  want  him  to  live  through  this  year,  and  I 
for  One    do  not  want   to  tax    Ins  time  so  that   his 


liable  to  the  City  Government  than  any  other 
member  of  this  Board.  This  argument  has  been 
produced  before.  Gentlemen  have  sworn  to  do 
all  the  duties  that  will  be  put  upon  them,  and  if 
they  do  so,  there  is  no  necessity  for  these  outside 
commissions.  If  they  do  not  'do  their  duty  I  ad- 
vise them  to  have  these  outside  commissions. 

Alderman  Hall— I  understand  that,  the  question 
before  this  Board  is  on  reconsideration.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  whether, 
if  we  refuse  to  reconsider  this  vote,  we  do  not  kill 
the  question  of  a  public  park  for  this  year. 

Alderman  Power— Decidedly  not.  It  can  be 
brought  up  in  different  forms,  such  as  referring  it 
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to  t In-  (  onimiltoc   cm    ('< ,n    anil  Squares.     Ito- 

cause  I  am  a  member  of  thai  committee  is  no  rea- 
son why  I  \v;ini  H  to  go  there,  it  looked  to  me  as 
iftheyhadnot  confidence  in  the  Committee  on 
Common,  or  thej   thoughl    the  committee  would 

not  attend  to  it  fairly.  Because  I  have  acknowl- 
edged niy.Mlld.i] I  to  parks,   they   may  think  J 

would  try  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way.  T  deny 
any  such  intention. 

Alderman  Hall— X  desire  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
on  my  question. 

The  Chairman— If  this  vote  is  not  reconsidered, 
the  Chair  understands  the  subject  of  a  park  to  be 


would  not  lie  ( ipetenl  for  citizens  to  petition  for 

a  park. 

The  Chairman— It  is  always  competent  for  a 
single  citizen  or  any  number  of  individuals  to 
petition  this  Board  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  community. 

Alderman  Hall— If  I  understand  this  whole  mat- 
ter, it  is  the  object  of  the  Al  lerman  from  Ward  12 
—it  is  his  intention— to  kill  the  consideration  of  a 
recommendation  in  the  Mayor's  address. 

Alderman  Sicilians— I  ben  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man. If  the  reconsideration  fails,  I  have  amo- 
tion all  ready  that  will  cover  this  point. 

Alderman  Power— I  repeat  that  1  do  not  wish  to 
thwart  the  wishes  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  My 
objection  was  io  farming  out  si  oh  matters.  We 
have  been  elected  to  office,  and  have  taken  an 
oath  to  look  after  such  matters  as  come  before 
us.  My  sole  objection  is  to  farming  out  matters 
belonging  to  i  he  City  <  lovernment. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  why  he  voted  to  farm  out  the  matter  of 
water  to  on i side  engineers  last  year. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Emery  to  reconsider 
the  vote  refusing  to  concur  with  the  Council  was 
carried— yeas  7.  nays  r>,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aide i men'  Biooks,  Clark,  Emerv,  Hall, 
Peters,  Pre  aott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Al  lerman  I'.igcdow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er, Stebbins— 5. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  mat- 
ter upon  the  table  for  one  week/but  withdrew  it 
immediately. 

The  motion  was  renewed  by  Alderman  Steb- 
bins and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigeltiw,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er, Stebbins— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn, 
and  Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  The  motion  was  lost  by  precisely  the  same 
vote  as  the  previous  one. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  to  Tuesday,  th"  21th  inst.,  at 
half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M.    Lost— 5  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  what  the  salaries 
of  the  proposed  commissioners  would  be.  He 
hoped  some  member  of  the  Board  would  give 
the  information.  \,« 

The  Chairman— The  subject  of  salaries  is  not 
under  consideration,  and,  therefore,  is  not  debat- 
able. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  — I  want  the  order  to  be 
right,  and  I  wi  h  to  know  to  what  appropriation 
the  expense  is  io  be  charged. 

Alderman  H  dl  -This  niatt"r  will  come  before 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  in  due  time,  when  we 
get  it  in  proper  ?  hape. 

'   Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  subject  be  re- 
fer, ed  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  , 

Alderman  Stebbin  —I  am  serious  in  my  inquiry 


Alderman  Stebbins— We  have  not  quite  arrived 
at  it,  but  it  is  going  very  fast  in  that  direction. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  the  previous  question. 

Alderman  Cutler— I  made  amotion  to  refer  the 
question  to  111"  <  ommiilec  on  Salaries. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  rise  to  a  question  of  order, 
that  the  Bond  is  qo  I  solving  a  matter  of  doubt, 
and  the  motion  to  icier  i-  out  of  order. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  point  was  well 
taken  and  *he  mot  ion  was  out  of  order.  The  ques- 
tion now  was,  shall  the  main  question  be  put? 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  taking  of  the  main  question,  and  it  was 
ordered,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Al  lernien  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Al  lernien  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  adjourn. 

Alderman  Prescott  raised  the  point  that  the 
previous  question  haying  been  ordered,  amotion 
to  adjourn  is  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order. 

Alderman  Presi  ott  raised  the  point  that  no  busi- 
ness is  in  order  until  the  vote  on  the  previous 
question  is  taken. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing. 

Alderman  Stebbins  desired  to  know  some  good 
reasons  for  the  Alderman  being  excused. 

The  vote  on  excusing  Alderman  Harris  was  yeas 
0,  nays  11. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn, 
and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called.    Lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  ordered,  no  motion  except  to  adjourn 
ooul  I  be  entertained. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  concurrence  with  the 
CouncT  in  passing  the  order. 

Yeas— Al  lermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Al  lermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power, 
Stebiiins— 5. 

Before  the  vote  was  declared,  Alderman  Harris 
asked  permission  to  change  his  vote,  which  made 
the  result  8  for  and  4  again-t  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  the  order  was  declared  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, hoping  it  wo ul  1  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  his  motion  to  lay  the 
reconsideration  on  the  table  was  not  entertained. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  previous  question 
did  not  take  precedence. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  Alderman  Cutter's  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  in  order,  and  the  vote  be- 
ing taken  ou  it,  it  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered— 7  for,  5  against— and  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  the  order  was  lost 
—yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That ,  with  such  as  the  Common 

Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  nominate, 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Government,  suitable  can- 
didates for  the  Park  Commission. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    19,    1874. 


An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  r>f  the 
Board.  L.  Schnitzer,  to  occupy  woo  Ion  stable  for 
two  horses  at.  57  Prentiss  street,  Ward  15. 

John  Dcnvir,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  three 
horses  on  corner  Market  and  Faneuil  streets, 
Ward  19. 

Dennis  Naughton,  to  move  and  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Smith  street. 

To  the  Committer  on  Nurvei/anrf  Inspection  of 
Ihiililinrrs.  .1.  I,.  Mergii  e  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Ho  pitol  wdiaif,  Charles  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committrr  on  Assessors  Depart- 
ment. T.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  that  certain  taxes  as- 
sessed on  their  estates  in  Ward  16  may  be  re- 
funded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  Otis  and  sixty  others,  remonstrance 
agaii.st  the  removal  of  the  Paddock  elms. 

ANATOMICAL  MUSEUM. 

Tho  following  was  received: 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  ) 
Boston,  Feb.  19, 1874.     ( 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  City  of  jloston: 

Cenilemen— 1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  this  society  held 
yesterday  af  ernoon,  the  following  vote  was 
passed:  Vote  1,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  hereby  respectfully  peti- 
tioned not,  to  again  1  come  any  such  exhibition  as 
Dr.  Jourdain's.o-ea]l;\l"Muscumof  Anatomy  and 
Medi.  ;d  Science,"  whi  h  was  burned  last  June. 

The  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  would 
respectfully  represent,  that  the  experience  of  this 
and  simil  ir  exhibitions  here  and  in  other  cities 
shows  that  they  tend  to  offend  decency  and  public 
morality,  wiiil  t  subserving  no  good  purpose;  that 
all  proper  exhibitions  of  human  and  comparative 
anatomy  is  freely  open  to  the  public  in  the  socie- 
ty's museum;  moreover,  that  however  seemingly 
free  f  om  more  gross  indecency  any  so-c  died  gal- 
leiy  of  anatomy  may  be  when  prepared  for  inspec- 
tion by  th^  Committee  on  Licenses  of  the  Board 
of  Aliteimen,  there,  is  reaso  i  to  fear  that  it  would 
soon  become  again  such  a  disgrace  to  the  city  as 
the  exhibition  burnt  1  isi  June  was. 

The  Council  of  th ■■>  Society  trust-;  that  the  assur- 
ances made  by  Mayor  fierce  that  another  similar 
exhibition  should  not  be  licensed,  and  that  the 
License  Comm  ttee  of  1873,  upon  personal  inspec- 
tion of  what  was  to  be  opened  to  the  public,  re- 
fused a  license  to  the  same  proprietor-,  will,  in 
connection  with  the  above  reasons,  have  due 
weight  with  the  piesent  License  Committee  of 
1874  in  rejecting  the  petition  i  ow  again  presented 
by  the  same  pa i  ties,  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co. 
Ly  order  of  the  Council. 

Edward  Burgess,  Secretary. 

The  remonstrance  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Licenses. 

UNFINISHED  business. 

Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Athens  street,  be- 
tween F  and  Dorchester  streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  borrow  £100,00!),  to  be  added  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  exien  ion  of  Devonshire  street. 
Passed— jeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  (City  Doc.  No.  26)  to  establish 
salaries  for  the  several  city  officers.  Laid  on  the 
table  till  next  regular  meeting,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Stebbins. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legi  lature 
for  au.hoiity  to  make  equital  le  diaries  for  the 
use  of  Atlantic  avenue  in  case  it  shoull  be  wid- 
ei  ed. 

Aide)  man  Stebb'ns— When  this  order  was  under 
eonsioerat  on  at  the  last  regular  meeting,  I  sug- 
gested i hat  possil  ly  there  might  be  legal  objec- 
>ioi  s  to  1:  yii  g  out  an  avi  nue  with  the  view  of 
c hnrgii  g  i cut  for  the  u:  e  of  it.  Since  then  I  have 
taken  means  to  asci  rtain  Com  the  legal  adviser  of 
the  City  Counc  il  his  opinion  of  the  proposition, 
and  he  sustains  the  objection  1  raised— that  it  is 


not  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  grant  to  the 
city  of  Boston  authority  to  lay  out  a  street  for 
public  convenience  and  then  to  charge  reft  for 
the  same.  We  c?n  auply  to  the  Legislature  for 
power  to  take  land-  for  market  and  railroad  pur- 
poses, but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  petition  for  an 
increase  of  the  market  facilities*  To  petition  for 
authority  to  lay  out  a  street  as  a  public  way,  and 
then  to  charge  rent  for  it,  is  (dearly  unconstitu- 
tional. Therefore,  I  shall  vote  against  the  order, 
because  I  do  not  wi.-h  to  have  the  Mavor  petition 
for  an  act  which  the  Legislature  will  refuse  to 
grant. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  that  I  thor- 
oughly understand  the  order,  but  from  the  gen- 
tleman's remarks  this  is  an  order  that  we  should 
not  pass.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  vote  to 
widen  streets  for  the  benefit  of  railroad  compa- 
nies; they  should  lay  and  take  care  of  their  own 
tracks.  1  do  not  see  why  we  should  pass  an  order 
of  this  kind,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  vote 
against  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  do  not  think  this 
Board  is  disposed  to  pass  the  order  against  the 
ruling  of  the  legal  adviser  of  the  City  Council,  and 
1  hope  the  members  will  vote  against  it. 

The  order  was  unanimously  rejected. 

Alderman  Stebbins  subsequently  presented  re- 
monstrances from  the  proprietors  of  Central  wharf 
and  the  Wet  Dock  Corporation,  against  the  pro- 
posed widening  of  Atlantic  avenue.  Placed  on 
file  with  the  other  papers  on  the  subject. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings — 

Report  on  petitions  of  Thomas  W.  Carter,  David 
H.  Blaney  and  C.  J.  Donovan  &Co.,to  erectwood- 
en  buildings,  with  orders  granting  permission  to 
erect  the  same.    The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  same  committee — 

Report  on  petition  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
reque.-ted  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  two  additional  Inspectors  of 
Buildings. 

Passed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  Park  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Emery  and  Stebbins  ai 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Board 

miscellaneous  reports  and  orders. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims — Report  on  the  petition  of  Timothy  Gun- 
ning and  others,  to  be  compensated  for  labor  per- 
formed on  a  highway  in  West  Roxbury,  in  Decem- 
ber last.  The  committee  report  that  the  work  was 
not  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  West 
Roxbury,  nor  by  anybody  having  authority;  and 
furthermore,  the  public  safety  and  convenience 
did  not  require  that  the  work  should  be  done,  and 
it  was  not  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  any 
benefit  to  the  city.  The  committee  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.    Ac- 


epte 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Wher 


Whereas,  L.  E.  Pearson,  late  City  Treasurer  of 
Charlestown,  paid,  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
said  Treasurer,  for  forty-four  police  badges  the 
sum  of  $110,  redeemed  by  him  under  authority  of 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  passed  Dec.  22,  18?:!,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  aforesaid  L. 
E.   Pearson,   late   City  Treasurer   of  the    city   of 


he  hands  of  the  Chief -ol'-l'olicc  ;  said  amount 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Worthington — 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Milk  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to 
whom  he  shall  submit  his  expenditures  for  ap- 
proval, and  to  whom  he  shall  present  annually  a 
report  of  the  transactions  in  his  office. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hope  the  Alderman  will  give 
us  some  reason  for  that  change.  I  believe  that  is 
the  only  department  in  this  hall  which  is  run  both 
economically  and  well.  As  I  underrtand  it,  the 
expenses  are  less  than  that  of  any  other  depart- 
ment in  the  Government.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
change,  some  reason  for  it  should  be  given. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  that  oruer  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  can  only  say  in  re- 
gard to  this  order  that  it  is  desirable  that  the 
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Board  of  Health  should  keep  the  statistics  of  all 
these  department*.  There  will  be  no  real  change 
in  the  d  parment,  except  that  the  Inspector's  re- 
port will  go  in  with  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  It  is  de-irable  that  that  board  should 
have  all  those  figures  and  put  them  into  their  re- 
port as  apart  of  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  yet  see  the  propriety 
of  putting  this  department  under  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  think  this  Board  can  take  care  of  it 
just  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Health  can.  No  doubt 
the  Board  of  Health  want  something  to  do,  for 
when  there  is  no  epidemic  in  this  city  there  is  vir- 
tually nothing  for  them  to  do.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Assessors'  Department— Reportnominatiiig  and 
recommending  the  election  of  the  following  - 
named  persons  for  Second  Assistant  Assessors : 

Ward  1  (2  Districts) -John  Noble,  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney. 

Ward  2  (2  Districts)— James  E.  Toner,  John  Do- 
herty. 

Ward  3  (1  District)— Joseph  Allen. 

Ward  4  {2  Districts)— Martin  Dowling,  "W.  S. 
Whitney. 

Ward  5  (2  Districts)— Horace  Boring,  Daniel  J. 
Courtney. 

Ward  6  (1  District)— Emerson  Coolidge. 

Ward  7  (2  Districts)— Dudley  Pray,  Jeremiah 
Sullivan. 

Ward  8  (1  District)— Ira  D.  Davenport. 

Ward  9  (2  Districts)— James  Standish,  Francis 
R.  Stoddard. 

Ward  10  (1  District)— F.  S.  Risteen. 

Ward  11  (1  District)— George  W.  Skinner. 

Ward  12  (2  Districts)— Thomas  Lcavitt,  George 
R.  Dane. 

Ward  13  (1  District)— Edward  W.  Dolan. 

Ward  14  (2  Districts)— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William 
H.  Mcintosh. 

Ward  15  (2  Districts)— Henry  A.  Drake,  Isaac  F. 
Atwood. 

Ward  16  (3  Districts)— John  Pierce,  George  W. 
Conant,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles. 

Ward  17  (2  Districts)— Henry  W.  Dickerman, 
George  O.  Currier. 

Ward  19  (1  District)— Jacob  F.  Taylor. 

Ward  20  (1  District)— Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

Wark  21  (1  District)— A.  J.  Locke. 

Ward  22  (1  District)— D.  D.  Taylor. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  Alderman  Stebbins 
moved  to  proceed  to  a  ballot.  Carried — 7  for,  4 
against.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  HaU  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  1— John  Noble,  l_>;  Umbel  J.  Sweeney,  12. 

Ward  2— James  E.  Toner,  12;  John  Dohertv,  12. 

Ward  3— Joseph  Allen,  7  ;  Charles  H.  Boardman,  5. 

Ward  4-Martin  Dowling,  12;  W.  S.  Whitney,  12. 

Ward  S— Horace  Loring,  ii;  Daniel  J.  Coiirtnev,  1; 
John  Donnelly,  4;  T.  .1.  Callahan,  ,'i;  K.  .1.  Allman,  :i; 
J.  D.  Driseoll,  3. 

Ward  U-Emerson  Coolidge,  3;  John  T.  Prince,  8;  R. 
M.  Barnard,  Jr.,  1. 

Ward  7— Dudley  Pray,  11;  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  12; 
John  H.  Wagner,  1 . 

Ward  8— Ira  A.  Davenport,  12. 

Ward  si— James  Standish,  12;  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  12. 

War?  10-F.  S.  Risteen,  11. 

Ward  11— George  W.  Skinner,  12. 

Ward  12-Thomas  Leavitt,  12;  George  K.  Dane,  9; 
Thomas  Crawford,  3. 

Ward  13-  Edward  W.  Dolan,  12. 

Ward  14-Elbridge  G.  Scott,  12;  William  H.  Mcintosh, 

Ward  15— Hemv  A.  Drake,  12;  Isaac  F.  Atwood,  8;  Pe- 
ter Mulvv,  4. 

Ward  lti  --John  Pierce,  12;  George  vy.  Conant,  10;  E. 
H.  R.  Ruggles,  11:  J!.  Yose,Jr..2;  M.  F.  Lynch  1. 

Ward  IV— Henrv  W.  Dickenuan.7:  George  O.  Currier, 
7;  C.J.Page,  ii;  .lames  M.  Stevens,  2;  Alden  ISartlett,  1; 
Hindi  Ridley,  1. 

Ward  lsi-.laeol>  F.  Taylor,  11;  Michael  Norton,  1. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk,  12 

Ward  21-A.  J.  Locke,  12. 

Ward  22— D.  D.  Taylor,  12. 

The  gentlemen  receiving  a  majority  vote  were 
declared  clecteil  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  t Sic  Hoard  proceed- 
ed to  ballot  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Ward  5,  with  the 
following  result: 

Second  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

Daniel  J.  Courtney 1 

Edward  J.  Holland 1 

.    .    John  Donnelly 4 


R.  J.  Allman 2 

J.  D.  Driseoll : 1 

T.J.  Callahan 3 

Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

D.  J.  Courtney 1 

J.  I>.  Driseoll' 1 

T.J.  Callahan 3 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

E.J.Holland : 1 

John  Donnelly 5 

Fourth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

D.  J.  Courtney 1 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

John  Donnelly 6 

T.  J.  Callahan 3 

E.  J.  Holland 1 

Fifth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

T.J.  Callahan 4 

John  Donnelly 4 

E.J.Holland 4 

Sixth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

T.  J.  Callahan 3 

E.  J.Holland 4 

Seventh  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

E.J.Holland 5 

T.J.  Callahan 2 

Eighth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes.. 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice. . . ." 8 

John  Donnelly 5 

E.  J.  Holland 3 

T.  J.  Callahan 4 

Ninth  Ballot 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  Donnelly 5 

T.  J.  Callahan 5 

D.  J.  Courtney 2 

Tenth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

T.  J.  Callahan 7 

John  Donnelly 3 

Daniel  J.  Courtney 1 

R.  J.  Allman 1 

And  T.  J.  Callahan  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

RAILROAD  CROSSINGS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  tin- Legislature  to  pass  an 
act  changing-  the  location  of  the  Eastern  Railroad 
in  East  Boston,  so  as  to  avoid  the  crossing  of  sev- 
eral streets,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "Eastern  Railroad" 
the  words  "and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad." 
As  the  tracks  of  the  two  roads  arc  side  by  side,  if 
one  is  removed,  both  should  be. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter— At  whose  expense  ire  those 
changes  to  be  made? 

The  Chairman— The  order  suggests  no  appropri- 
ation to  which  the  expense  shall  he  charged. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
"the  expense  of  the  same  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners." 

Alderman  Brooks — This  order  emanates  virtual- 
ly from  the  City  Engineer,  and  I  offered  it  after 
consultation  with  him,  leaving  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense to  be  arranged  at  sonic  future  time.  It  is  a 
question  whether  the  city  should  be  at  any  ex- 
pense in  the  matter,  whether  we  should  go  to  some 
little  expense  to  prevent  the  railroads  from  cross- 
ing at  grade  or  make  some  other  plan.  The  City 
Engineer  thinks  this  is  the  only  feasible  plan  to 
prevent  the  dangers  from  the  crossings  that  now 
exist  there.  The  reason  the  order  did  not  include 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  was  that  it  was 
thought  better  to  deal  with  one  at  a  time,  and  if 
we  succeed  in  that,  to  take  the  other.  I  think 
there  is  no  occasion  for  such  an  amendment  as 
that  offered  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  the  order 
will  not  have  any  vitality  unless  it  designates  who 
shall  pay  the  expense.  It  should  state  that  either 
the  city  or  the  railroads  shall  boar  the  expense. 


74 


BOARD       OP       A  L'D  E'R  M  K  N 


Alderman  Peters— I  withdraw  imv  amendment 
and  offer  another,  "tlic  expense  to  be  apportioned 
in  a  manner  approved  by  the  Legislature." 

Alderman  Harris— 1  would  ask  the  Alderman 
from  East  Boston  whether  this  order  emanates 
from  any  committee;  whether  any  committee  has 
considered  it,  or  whether  it  is  oil'ered  on  his  own 
responsibility. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  emanated  in  the  manner 
stated  by  me.  I  consulted  the  Engineer,  and, 
also,  the  "Paving  Committee  as  to  what  we  should 
do  for  the  sulci  \  of,  public  travel  at  those  cross- 
ings. I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  has 
been  consulted  in  the  matter,  and  he  has  the  ideas 
of  the  City  Engineer  in  regard  to  the  matter.  It 
is  a  future  consideration  for  the  city  and  the  Leg- 
islature to  determine  where  the  expense  shall  lie, 
if  the  Changes  are  concluded  upon. 

Alderman  Peter-;  submitted  his  amendment  in 
writing  as  follows:  "The  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  apportioned  in  such  a  manner  as  the 
Legislature  may  determine." 

Alderman  Brooks— I  only  object  to  that  amend- 
ment for  the  reason  that  this  Government  will 
have  no  voice  in  the  matter,  which  I  want  it  to 
have.  If  the  order  passes  in  that  form  the  Legis- 
lature will  have  the  determination  of  the  whole 
thing ;  and  it  is  n't  safe  to  the  ( iovernment  to  have 
that  amendment  riass.  That  is  my  objection  to 
the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  think  we  should  pass 
anything  here  that  would  deprive  the  city  of  a 
voice  in  the  settlement  of  a  matter  of  that  kind. 
The  expense  involved  in  that  order,  if  the  project 
be  carried  out,  would  be  hundreds  of  thousand's  of 
dollars— over  a  hundred  thousand  at  least— and  we 
ought  not  to  put  it  entirely  out  of  our  hands.  If 
that  amendment  would  have  such  an  effect,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  this  Board  to 
pass  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  facts  in   this  case  are 

simply  these:  For  a  g 1  many  years  the  people  of 

East  Boston  have  complained— and  rightly  I  think 
— of  the  condition  of  the  railroad  crossings  over 
several  of  their  streets.  As  the  population  has  in- 
creased the  danger  has  also  increased  in  propor- 
tion. Various  methods  have  been  devised  to  ob- 
viate this  difficulty.  Last  year  we  had  this  matter 
before  us  in  the  form  of  bridging  the  streets. 
The  Paving  Committee  and  the  City  Engineer  re- 
ported that  the  bridges  would  cost  half  a  million 
dollars.  Now  if  these  railroad  tracks  can  be  made 
to  reach  the  depots  by  a  circuit  of  the  island,  even 
if  it  cost  the  city  half  a  million  dollars,  it  would 
be  economy  to  do  so.  There  are  four  streets 
which  should  be  bridged  today.  I  think  the  peo- 
ple of  East  Boston  have  good  reason  for  com- 
plaint and  for  asking  the  city  to  relieve  them  of 
this  danger.  Of  course  there  is  a  great  expense 
involved.  These  tracks  cannot  lie  changed  at  an 
expense  less  than  $100,000.  I  think  the  subject 
ought  to  go  to  the  Legislature  in  some  form. 

Alderman  Brooks- 1  hie  reason  I  introduced  the 
.order  was  the  special  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  on  the  subject  of  dangerous  crossings.  In 
that  message  lie  says  nothing  of  these  crossings. 
My  idea  is  that  his  unfamiliaiity  with  the  locality 
was  the  reason  why  they  were  not  mentioned.  I 
can  see  no  way  that  the  (iovernment  can  get  rid 
of  those  dangerous  crossings  except  the  one  pro- 
posed in  this  order.  Various  improvements  are 
going  forward  in  that  section.  There  is  a  large 
tract  of  vacant  land  to  be  built  upon  in  the  future, 
which  will  continue  to  increase  travel  across  those 
roads.  Children  are  in  danger  every  hour  of  the 
day  now.  I  think,  after  looking  the"  matter  over 
pretty  carefully,  that  there  is  no  other  way  than 
this  to  do  away  with  the  danger,  and  if  any  relief 
is  to  be  gained  by  this  order  1  hope  it  will  pass.  I 
doubt  the  practicability  of  bridging  those  streets. 
The  expense  would  be  'enormous,  not  only  for  the 
bridges,  but  for  grade  damages. 

Alderman  Peters— If  this  petition  goes  to  the 
Legislature,  there  certainly  should  be  something 
said  about  the  apportionment  of  the  expense.  I 
can  put  confidence  in  the  Legislature  and  believe 
that  body  will  do  what  is  fair  and  just. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  tome  that  the  amend- 
ment will  cut  us  off  too  much  from  having  a  hear- 
ing before  a  legislative  committee.  The  amend- 
ment does  not  add  anything  to  the  order,  after  all. 
I  rose  to  make  the  order  vital.  While  I  agree  with 
the  Alderman  from  the  Island  Ward  in  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  still  I  do  not  want  to  commit  the 
city  to  a  scheme  that  will  be  unjust,  because  we 
have  railroads  coming  into  the    city  from  various 

directions,  and  if  we  commit  ourselves  to  such  a 
policy  iu  East  Boston,  we  might  have  some  trouble 


with  some  oth"i-  locality.  I  desire  to  avoid  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  but  I  do  not  want  to  have  the 
order  go  to  the  Legislature  without  any  vitality. 
The  amendment  of  Hie  Alderman  from  Want  17 
does  not  leave  any  vitality  to  the  order. 

The  amendment  of  Al  lerman  Peters  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  order  as  previously  amended  was 
passed. 

STONY-BROOK  IMPROVEMENT. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Coimni'tec  on  Sew- 
ers—Report in  response  to  an  order  reque.-tin  g  in- 
formation as  to  what  action  is  necc-sarv  to  com- 
plete the  improvements  in  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook,  commenced  by  the  town  of  West  Roxbury. 
By  various  acts  of  the  Legislature  in  ISijg,  1870  and 
1871,  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  (1  y  commission- 
ers: duly  appointed)  and  the  city  of  boston, 
empowered  to  take  land  ;     ' 


vere 
and  alter  and  deepen  the 


channel  of  Stony  Bioo  for  purpo-es  of  sewerage, 
or  for  the  public  health,  and  a  plan  was  prepared 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  channel,  with  im- 
proved grades  and  lines  in  both  municipal-ties. 
The  West  Roxbury  Commissioners  proceeded  to 
take  bind  and  improve  the  channel  so  far  as  was 
possil  le,  until  the  city  of  Boston  had  deepened 
the  channel  of  the  brook  up  to  the  dividing  line, 
but  the  expense  incurred  by  them*  some 
tftwioo,  cannot  result  in  any  great  improve- 
ment in  the  drainage  of  the  valley  until  the 
city  of  Boston  shall  deepen  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  channel.  'the  Committee  on 
Sewers  were  advised  by  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the 
city  would  be  liable,  'in  proceeding  under  those 


eral  manufactories,  and  upon  consultation  with 
various  owners  along  the  line  of  improvement  it 
was  found  these  damages  might  be  very  huge  in- 
deed. It  seems  to  the  committee  advisable  to 
procure  an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  take  land,  etc., 
simply  to  alter  and  improve  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook;  and  to  provide  in  another  manner  for 
whatever  sewerage  may  be  required  in  its  valley, 
and  in  this  way  to  a\  oid  the  payment  of  excessive 
damages  for  water  rights  while  the  benefit  to  the 
low  lands  of  West  Roxbury  will  be  substantially 
the  same.  The  committee  offer  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  petition  the  Li  gislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  to  enable  the  (  ity  of  Bo.-ton  to  straighten 
and  deepen  the  channel  of  Stony  Brook. 

The  order  was  passed.  . 

THE  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  majority  and  a 
minority  report  from  the  Committee  on  Common 
on  the  pari  of  the  board,  on  the  petition  for  and 
remonstrances  against  the  removal  of  the  elms  on 
Paddock's  Mall.  The  majority  of  the  committee, 
consisting  of  Aldermen  Power  "and  liigelow, recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  minority  report  is  signed  by  Alderman 
Clark,  and  recommends  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  remove  forthwith  the 
trees  now  standing  in  the  sidewalk  on  Tiemont 
street,  between  Park  street  and  the  Tremont 
House. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  reports  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order;  the 
question  is  not  debatable. 

The  Chairman— The  point  is  well  taken. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  it  was  lost — 
yeas  4,  navs  8,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris  and 
Power — i. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthing! on— 8. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  substitute  the  mi- 
nority for  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Cutter— Before  1  his  order  is  passed  I 
wish  to  beg  the  gentlemen  of  this  board  to  have 
some  mercy  on  those  trees.  I  have  lately  noticed 
them  particularly,  and  I  think  there  are  live  or  six 
which  can  be  spared.  If  it  is  the  design  of  this 
Board  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind,  I  move  that 
the  five  of  those  trees  whii  h  are  in  the  worst  con- 
dition be  removed  instead  of  the  whole. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  have  heard  of  men  having  wooden 
gods,  but  I  never  saw  them  displayed  before  in  the 
halls  of  legislation.    Those  trees  have  long  ago  be- 
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come  cumbersome,  and  if  we  let  them  remain,  it 
seems  to  me  we  are  not  doing  the  duty  for  which 
we  were  sent  here.  I  believe  they  should  be  cut 
down,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  my  share  of  the 
responsibility. 
Alderman 'Power— I  hope    the    minority  report 


Government  at  vaiious  times  during  the  last  three 
Tears,  and  during  all  that  time  there  never  was  a 
petition  presented  to  this  Board  by  any  citizen  of 
Boston  asking  to  hive  those  trees  cut  down,  but 
there  have  been  thousands  of  remonstrances 
against  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  would 
have  been  a  petition  come  in  here  for  it  except 
that  members  of  this  Government  wanted  to  get 
something  to  back  them  up  in  this  action,  or  ap- 
pealed to  people  outside  to  get  up  these  petitions. 
The  order  to  have  those  trees  cut  down  was 
to  be  put  in  here  before,  but  some  one  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until  it  was 
asked  for,  and  the  order  was  delayed  until  the 
petitions  came.  A  thousand  of  the  wealthiest  tax- 
payers have  come  in  here  and  remonstrated 
against  the  cutting  down  of  those  trees,  an  at- 
tempt to  cut  down  which  has  never  been  made 
in  summer.  It  is  well  known  to  experts  that 
they  are  the  most  thrifty  trees  which  stand  on 
a  Boston  mall.  But  they  have  been  wilfully  neg- 
lected; the  employe  >  of  railroad  companies  have 
been  allowed  to  drive  spikes  and  hooks  into  them, 
and  every  means  has  been  taken  to  make  them 
look  as  objectionable  as  possible  to  the  citizens. 
There  is  no  excuse  for  this  haste,  especially  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  becau-e  those  who  favor  the 
cutting  of  them  down  well  know  that  if  they  wait 
until  summer,  when  they  will  be  in  foliage  and 
leaved  out,  thev  could  not  succeed  in  passing  this 
order  here.  But  it  has  invariably  come  up  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Therefore  1  say  this  order 
should  not  pass  until  summer.  The  amount  of 
capital  represented  by  the  remonstrants  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  If  gentlemen 
are  disposed  to  cut  them  down,  these  people  should 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  There  are 
thousands  of  these  remonstrants  who  desire  to 
tie  heard,  and  they  have  not  had  a  hearing  before 
the  committee,  'it  is  not  proper  for  this  Board 
to  disregard  such  remonstrants  who  wish  to  be 
heard,  and  treated  respectfully  before  this  is  done. 
Then  fore  I  hope  this  order  will  not  be  acted  upon 
in  this  manner;  that  action  maybe  deferred,  and 
that  my  motion  to  lay  the  report  and  order  on  the 
table  will  prevail,  until  the  remonstrants  can  be 
heard.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  change  any- 
body's mind,  but  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  that  they  should  be  treated  respectfully. 

Alderman  Preseott— I  wish  simply  to  ask  this 
question:  As  the  majority  of  the  committee  are 
opposed  to  the  removal  of  "these  trees,  why  have 
they  not  given  the  petitioners  a  hearing? 

Alderman  Power— We  have  not  had  time  to  give 
them  a  hearing.  The  chairman  called  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  and  desired  action,  and  we  took 
the  only  course  there  was  any  opportunity  to  take. 
1  supposed  that  the  remonstrants  would  be  given 
a  chance  to  be  heard  before  this  Board. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— It  is  well  known  by  members 
■of  this  Board  and  the  citizens  generally  that  I  am 
distinctly  in  favor  of  removing  those  elms,  and 
that  I  have  advocated  it  for  two  years.  I  do  not 
believe  that  I  have  any  right  to  stand  here  and 
vote  away  millions  of  dollars  for  public  improve- 
ments and  allow  such  an  obstruction  to  the  street 
as  this.  I  want  it  published  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
progress,  and,  furthermore,  that  I  will  not  allow 
my  vote  to  go  unrecorded  as  not  being  in  favor  of 
that  obstruction.  If  there  were  half  theobstruc- 
tion  on  other  sidewalks  as  those  trees  are,  there 
would  be  petitioners  coming  in  here  by  the  thou- 
sand a  king  the  city  of  Boston  to  remove  them. 
I  did  not  rise  to  make  any  argument  for  the  re- 
moval of  these  obstructions,  because  none  is  need- 
ed in  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  too  intelligent 
and  alive  to  the  interest  of  the  city  to  oppose  it. 
But  when  gentlemen  say  I  called  the  committee 
together,  and  was  in  a  hurry  to  act  upon  the 
matter,  it  is  my  duty  to  defend  my  action.  The 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  were 
called  together  yesterday,  not  to  act  specially  upon 
this  subject,  but  to  consider  the  appropriation  for 
the  coming  year.  The  appropriation  was  not 
.  ready,  ami  having  a  little  time  on  our  hands,  it 
was  suggested  that  we  might  as  well  act  on  the 
question  of  removing  the  Paddock  elms.  The 
subject  was  brought  up  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  did  not  suggest  a  hearing,  but  immedi- 


ately moved  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw.  Those  are  the  simple  facts  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  i>  admit  that  five  or  six  of  those  trees 
were  a  nuisance,  because  he  has  always  been  op- 
posed to  cutting  them  down.  No  one  can  pass 
down  that  sidewalk  without  seeing  that  they 
should  be  taken  away.  There  are  other  rea- 
sons; they  "have  become  exceedingly  danger- 
ous, and  if  you  wish  any  particulars,  .  it 
is   a    fact    that    large    limbs    blow    off    during 

tales,  by  which  the  lives  of  passers-by  are  en- 
angered.  La-t  year  a  gentleman  toll  me  that  he 
saw  a  limb  blown  oil'  which  would  have  killed  him 
if  it  had  struck  him.  Those  trees  have  outlived 
their  usefulness,  they  have  become  an  eyesore  in- 
stead of  a  thing  of  beamy.  I  believe  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  bu-ine-s  community  would  sign  a 
petition  in  favor  of  having  them  removed.  It  may 
be  that  a  great  many  people  who  are  obliged  to 
earn  their  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows ,  and 
who  have  no  occasion  to  walk  on  crowded  side- 
walks, who  do  not  care  whether  streets  are  widen- 
ed or  not,  would  sign  remonstrances,  but,  for  one, 
I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  advocate  their  removal, 
because  I  am  in  favor 'of  improvements  in  streets 
and  sidewalks ;  so  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  a  right 
to  stand  here  and  oppose  so  great  an  improvement 
as  this  will  be,  where  the  cost  will  be  perhaps  two 
or  three  new  axes  and  a  ladder  or  two.  I  did 
not  come  down  to  advocate  their  removal,  be- 
cause it  is  unnecessary,  but  merely  to  explain  the 
reason  wdiy  no  hearing  had  been  granted  the  re- 
monstrants. Such  a  thing  was  not  suggested  by 
either  member;  had  it  been  suggested  and  asked 
for  by  either  member  of  the  committee,  of  course 
it  was  in  their  power  to  grant  it,  as  tbey  were  two 
to  one. 

Alderman  Power— The  argument  that  the  gen- 
tleman uses  concerning  the  danger  from  those 
trees,  might  justly  be  applied  to  every  public 
building  or  tree  in  the  city.  Slates  from  roofs, 
and  limbs  of  other  trees  will  be  blown  oil'  during 
gales  of  wind  as  well  as  parts  of  these,  but  I  have 
it  from  as  good  authority  as  any  in  Boston  that 
those  trees  .are  in  as  good  condition,  and  as  full  of 
life,  as  any  trees  that  adorn  Tremont-street 
mall.  Although  this  matter  has  been  discussed 
here  for  three  years,  not  a  single  petition  has 
come  in  asking  to  have  those  trees  cut  down  until 
members  went  out  and  asked  people  to  send  thtm 
in.  If  nine-tenths  of  the  people  de-ire  to  have 
them  cut  down,  why  have  n't  they  come  here  and 
asked  for  it?  I  believe  there  are  a  thousand  who 
have  remon-trated  against  it.  The  gentleman  ap- 
peals to  the  intelligence  of  this  Board.  Two  of 
three  boards  have  aided  on  this  subject,  who  had 
as  fair  a  share  of  intelligence  as  this  Board,  and 
they  did  not  think  their  constituents  gave  them 
discretion  to  sweep  away  everything  sacred  to  the 
natives  of  this  city.  Those  trees  are  associated 
with  the  days  that  every  native  of  this  city  feels 
proud  to  thi'nk  of —with  the  early  history  of  the 
struggle  for  the  liberty  of  this  country, — and  no 
wonder  that  the  old  settlers  rise  anil  remonstrate 
against  this  destruction.  It  is  to  those  who  earn 
their  living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows 
that  such  things  are  partieulaily  dear.  They 
reap  unspeakable  comfort  from  the'shade  of  those 
venerable  trees  in  summer.  Nothing  that  we  have 
goes  to  beautify  this  city  more  than  our  elegant 
shade  trees.  'When  the  necessities  of  the  case 
demand  that  the  street  shall  be  widened,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  talk  about  cutting  down  those 
trees.  That  is  another  question,  to  come  up  here- 
after; until  then,  at  least,  those  trees  should  be 
spared.  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  so  much  haste  tocutdown  those  trees  at 
a  season  of  the  year  when  they  look  bare  and  bar- 
ren. The  gentleman  alludes  to  the  power  of  the 
committee  to  give  the  remonstrants  a  hearing. 
You  have  the  same  power  here.  If  you  have  a 
majority,  and  are  determined  to  cut  them  down, 
you  can  do  it.  They  have  stood  over  a  hundred 
years.  Why  Ibis  urgent  haste?  Is  everybody  go- 
ing to  get  killed?  I  want  to  give  people' who 
represent  millions  upon  millions  of  capital 
to  come  here  and  express  their  opinion,  at  least. 
It  seems  to  me  th  it  the  intelligence  of  this  Board 
might,  take  anolh  t  view  of  this  matter  if  you  listen 
to  those  who  would  appeal  here  if  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  I  hope  this  Board  will 
respect  the  amount  of  capital  and  the  number  of 
people  represented  on  those  petitions.  Gentlemen 
came  in  here  last  year  for  a  lire  commission.  The 
eight  thousand  names  were  continually  put  before 
this  Board,  and  everybody  could  not  stand  agar,  st 
it;  nobody  could  entirely  disregard  them.    There. 
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is  almost  as  much  capital  arrayed  against  this  re- 
moval as  there  was  for  a  fire  commission.  They 
come  forward  out  of  great  respect  for  the  associa- 
tions clustering  around  those  trees.  They  did  not 
have  to  be  hunted  up,  as  these  few  petitioners  had 
to  be  ;  they  came  on  account  of  their  love  and  rev- 
erence for  tho;e  old  trees.  Therefore  I  hope  this 
Board  will  pause  and  allow  the  people  to  come 
here  and  be  heard. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Chair- 
man came  down  here  to  make  an  attack  upon  his 
own  committee.  He  argued  that  the  trees  were 
d  ingerous  on  account  of  the  dead  limbs  breaking 
off.  Now,  as  chairm  in  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares,  he  has  care  of  tho-e  trees,  and 
if  there  is  anything  dangerous  about  them,  it  is 
the  fault  of  that  committee.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
anybolyelse.  I  see  that  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries recomm  -nd  that  the  City  Forester's  salary  be 
increased;  I  shoul  1  hope  that  they  will  look  into 
the  matter  and  see  that  he  does  not  allow  people 
to  be  killed  bv  the  dead  limbs  of  these  trees  fall- 
ing off .  The  fact  is,  they  have  been  letting  the 
limbs  hang  on  those  trees  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  fall  on  and  kill  somebo  lv.  The  soil  under 
the  trunks  has  been  ploughed  up,  which  is  not 
fair.  If  they  are  to  be  removed  let  it  be  done  fair- 
ly. If  this  Board  is  as  intelligent  as  the  gentleman 
says,  let  us  have  these  remonstrants  com  ■  up  here. 
I  moved  to  amend  so  that  if  this  Board,  in  their 
rashness,  were  determined  to  cut  down  those 
trees,  we  might  spare  half  of  them.  I  do  not 
think  they  ought  to  be  cut  down  at  all,  but  I  can- 
not see  any  special  reason  for  hurrying  this  mat- 
ter through  today. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
next  Tuesday,  and  that  the  remonstrants  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas    and  nays. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  move  to  a  mend  so  that  the 
petitioners  shall  be  heard.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  hardly  fair  for  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to 
censure  this  Board  for  not  granting  the  remon- 
strants a  hearing,  when  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee did  not  grant  the  petitioners  one.  I  do  not 
know  what  inve  ligation  this  matter  has  had,  but 
it  seems  to  me  with  tlv  light  I  have  upon  the  sub- 
ject that  the  elms  should  be  removed.  The  peti- 
tioners as  well  as  the  remonstrants  certainly  have 
the  right  to  be  heard.  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  censure  this  Board  for  not  giving  the  re- 
monstrants a  hearing,  when  the  committee  did 
not  hear  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  certainly  censure 
this  Board  if  it  did  not  give  the  remonstrants  a 
chance  to  be  heard,  and  if  it  is  the  intention  of 
this  Board  to  rush  this  order  through.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Common  had  no  time  to  give  the  petition- 
ers a  hearing.  I  state  1  that,  the  Chairman  called 
the  committee  together;  his  mind  was  made  up, 
and  he  desired  that  we  might  make  a  report  upon 
it  immediately.  That  was  why  that  report  came 
in  here  today.  I  supposed  that  when  it  came  in 
this  hearing  would  be  asked  for.  The  remon- 
strants should  have  a  chance  to  be  heard.  The 
gentleman  opposite  (Alderman  Bigelow)  moves 
that  a  hearing  lie  had  at  half-past  live  o'clock. 
That  is  too  late  an  hour.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  petiti"iiers  being  heard. 

Alderman  "Worthington— I  hope  the  Board  will 
proeeed  to  settle  the  question  this  afternoon. 
There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  taking  down  those  trees.  They  are  in  the 
way,  are  dangerous,  and  should  be  removed,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  proceed  to  do  so.  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  giving  both  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants a  hearing.  We  all  know  what  they  would 
say  when  they  came  here.  We  should  hear  some 
very  eloquent  remarks  from  gentlemen,  telling  of 
their  extreme  veneration  for  those  trees,  and  a 
plea  for  their  preservation  because  they  have  been 
there  a  hundred  years.  There  was  just  as  good 
reason  why  we  should  preserve  the  old  Hancock 
House,  and  the  old  buildings  in  Dock  square, 
which  were  removed.  Now  we  ask  that  those 
trees  may  give  way  to  business,  as  every  other  old 
tree  has  been  made  to  give  way.  In  Roxbury,  the 
other  day,  an  old  elm,  five  times  as  thrifty  as 
these,  gave  way  to  the  march  of  improvement; 
and  that  was  the  Warren  (dm,  standing  nearly  di- 
rectly in  front  of  (ieneial  Warren's  birthplace.  If 
there  is  any  reason  for  leaving  these  trees,  there 
were  vastly  better  reasons  for  letting  that  one  re- 
main. I  shall  certainly  vote  to  take  action 
today. 

Alderman  Power— If  there  was  any  necessity  for 
removing  those  trees  I  should   not  object.    The 


tree  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  the  High- 
lands was  in  the  way  of  improvement.  When 
that  question  comes  up  I  shall  not  say  a  word 
against  the  removal  of  these  trees.  But  they 
are  not  obstacles  to  travel,  but  are  simply 
in  the  way  of  pedestrians.  They  are  on  the 
sidewalk,  and  not  in  the  street.  The  gentle- 
man knows  that  we  will  have  some    eloquent  ap- 


Seals  if  the  remonstrants  are  privileged  to  come 
ere.    They  are  taxpayers  who  have  a  right  to  be 
heard,  and  we  have  no  right   to  refuse  them  this 


privilege.  They  are  the  people  who  send  us  here, 
and  should  be  treated  respectful1-'.  It  may  not 
alter  any  one's  opinion,  but  still  they  have  a  right 
to  a  respectful  hearing. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  passed  these  trees 
every  day  for  several  years,  and  think  they  area 
perfect  nuisance,  anil  shall  vote  to  cut  them  down. 
Still,  I  think  that  as  they  have  stood  there  a  hun- 
dred years,  they  can  stand  till  next  Tuesday,  and 
I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  time  for  the  hear- 
ing half-past  three  o'clock. 

Alderman  Hall— I  cannot  find  that  any  one  has 
asked  for  a  hearing.  Not  a  soul  has  come  here 
and  expressed  a  desire  to  lie  heard  on  this  matter. 
These  trees  have  stood  there  a  hundred  years. 
During  fifty  of  those  hundred  years  they  have 
been  nuisances  to  public  travel.  Today  they  take 
up  room  which  the  incessant  tide  of  public  travel 
demands.  They  are  in  the  centre  of  the  side- 
walk. That  old  elm  in  Roxbury  stood  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  street,  and  there  was  room  to  pass  on 
each  side  of  it.  These  trees  stand  on  ground  which 
is  wanted.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  asking 
people  to  come  here  who  have  not  asked  to  be 
heard.  Yet  we  are  to  invite  them  here  to  pro- 
test against  it.  I  hope  we  shall  pass  upon  the 
matter  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  think  the  gc  ntleman 
from  Ward  10  takes  the  same  line  of  argument 
that  he  did  in  regard  to  the  stable  for  the  Brig- 
ham  heirs.  Then  he  argued  that  a  stable  would 
depreciate  the  property  of  the  poor.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  both  he  ami  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District  do  not  show  sympathy  for  the 
poor  peanut  women  under  the  (1ms.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  seems  to  have  forgotten  his 
argument.  I  understand  that  the  Horticultural 
Society  has  examined  those  trees,  and  they  say 
they  are  good  for  fifty  years  more.  Prom  what 
better  source  can  you  get  information  than  that? 
You  cannot  erect  a  tree  in  a  year,  nor  in  ten  years, 
as  you  can  build  a  house;  but  you  can  demolish  it 
it  in  an  hour.  The  tree  at  the  Highlands,  just 
spoken  of,  was  a  thrifty  one,  but  they  had  run  a 
sewer,  and  gas  and  wafer  pipes  under'  it,  and  peo- 
ple began  to  think  it  was  unsafe.  It  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  street.  But  there  is  no  sewer  or  gas 
pipe  under  these  trees,  and  if  they  are  properly 
cared  for  by  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  there  would  be  no  danger  from  them. 

Alderman  Hall— The  alderman  from  Ward  6  re- 
minds me  of  the  pity  and  charity  due  those  old 
ladies  who  peddle  peanuts  under  the  old  elms. 
Now,  I  would  say  that  I  am  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  them,  and  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  inves- 
tigate into  their  business.  For  myself,  I  have  no 
tenements  to  let.  If  the  gentleman  were  to  invest 
his  money  in  a  riding  school  at  the  South  End,  I 
think  he  would  not  derive  as  much  benefit  from  it 
as  from  building  houses  to  rent  for  particular  pur- 
poses. 

Alderman  Bigelow  accepted  the  amendment 
making  the  time  halt-past  three  o'clock  and  to  al- 
low both  remonstrants  and  petitioners  to  be  heard, 
and  the  subject  was  then  postponed  to  Tuesday, 
Feb.  23,  at  half -past  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  by  the 
following  vote: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Peters,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  (lark,  Hall,  Worthing- 
ton— i. 

BOSTON  COLLEGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  to  al- 
low a  change  of  restrictions  in  building  on  land 
purchased  of  the  city  by  trustees  of  Boston  College 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall— Those  gentlemen  who  have  re- 
monstrated against  the  removal  of  those  restric- 
tions have  since  said  to  me  that  they  withdraw 
their  opposition,  and  ask  that  the  order  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  board  adjourn,  it  be  to  Tuesday, 
23d  instant,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE  WATEB   BOAED. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
passing  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to 
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consider  the  expediency  of  consolidating  the  Mys- 
tic and  Cochituate  Water  Boards  into  a  paid  com- 
mission. 

Alderman  Stebhins— I  hope  the  order  will  rot  be 
reconsideied  unless  the  Alderman  can  five  some 
good  reason  for  it. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— I  was  myself  trying  to  get 
some  good  reason  for  passing  that  order.  I  heard 
none  given  before  it  was  passed,  and  I  think  an 
order  of  this  kind  should  be  well  considt  reu  be- 
fore it  is  passed.  I  suppose  that  if  members  have 
seen  City  Docun  ent  Mo.  20,  they  w  11  know  the 
use  of  this  "Water  Board.  It  was  e  tablished  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  to  do  so.  That  same  ne- 
cessity exist-;  today,  as  when  the  boaid  was  estab- 
lished. If  the  AL.erman  will  give  good  reasons 
for  abolishing  the  two  boards  I  will  vote  for  the 
order.    But  I  do  not  know  any  good  reason  for  do- 


Alderman  Stebbins— The  order  does  not  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  any  board.  It  simply  requests 
the  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  con- 
solidating the  two  boards,  and  of  course  whatever 
conclusions  they  arrive  at  will  be  reported  back 
here  for  action.  So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  by  the  act  of  annexation,  the  term 
of  service  of  four  members  of  that  board  expires 
on  the  1st  of  April,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  do 
something  to  fill  the  vacancies  either  bv  election 
or  providing  for  a  new  board.  1  do  not  think  the 
orner  can  do  any  harm. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider— 3  for,  6  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  stebbins  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next  at  3  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    19,    1874. 
The  regular  weel-Ty  meeting   of   the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  half-past  sevi  n  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  0.  Sbepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPETCS  FROM  BOARD  OF  ALDEEMES. 

Annual  report  of  th«  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
(City  Document,  No.  25.)    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Streets  for  an  addi- 
tional loan  of  8200,001),  for  extension  of  Washing- 
ton street.  (City  Document,  No.  23.)  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  amount  of  lost  coupons  on  satisfactory 
evidence  of  their  loss  being  produced,  and  other 
conditions  therein  named.    Read  once. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  one-half  of  the  fees  for 
dog  licences  ihat  have  been  received  in  West  Rox- 
bury  to  the  West  Roxbury  Free  Library.  Read 
once. 

Order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  such  changes  in  the  law  relating  to  the  sealing 
of  weights  ami  mea-uros  as  may  lie  necessary  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  said  law.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Superintendents  and  Draw  Ten- 
ders of  Bridge.-  in  Chat lestown  and  Brighton  the 
same  compensation  received  by  them  previous  to 
the  first  Monday  in  January  last.     Read  once. 

Order  that  the  income  from  the  sale  of  lots  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery  be  set  apart  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  said  cemetery.  Passed  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  on  mo'tion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of 
Ward  19. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Law  Department  so  as  to  either  dispense  with 
the  semi-annual  reports  or  provide  for  an  annual 
one.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  establishment  of 
a  single  board  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Co- 
chit  liate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  §50011  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges.  Read 
once. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  C.  Richard-  ss,,  on  account 
of  rent  of  Armory  Company  F,  First  Regiment 
M.  V.  M.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Captain  .Tames  J.  Flynn  of  Com- 
pany I,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  880  40,  to  reim- 
burse him  for  taxes  paid  in  1873  on  armory  of  said 
company.     Read  once. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  rejection  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  order  to  print  five  hun- 
dred extra  copies  of  City  Doc.  No.  29  of  1873. 
Placed  on  file. 

Reports  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  with  orders 
granting  the  applications  of  Thomas  W.Carter, 
David  H.  Blaney  and  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.  The 
orders  were  severally  passed. 

Report  from  .hunt  (  oiniiiittee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Public  Buildings,  with  order  request- 
ing Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance authorizing  the  appointment  of  three  ad- 
ditional inspectors.    The  order  was  passed. 

Reports  from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Claims  granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
William" Gunning  etal.  to  be  paid  for  work  done 
on  streets  in  the  town  of  West  Roxbury.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  change  the  location  of  the  Eastern  and  Boston 
&  Albany  railroads  in  La-t  Boston.    Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Sewers,  with  an  order 
for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the 
passage  of'an  act  to  enable  the  city  to  deepen  the 
channel  of  Stony  Brook.    The  order  was  passed. 

Order  appointing  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Em- 
ery, with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  a 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Park  Commission  to  be  elected  by  the  City 
Council.  Passed,  and  Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, 
Barnes  of  Ward  11,  and  Noyes  of  Ward  5  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  bor- 
row $100,000,  to  be  added  to  the  Devonshire-street 
extension  loan.  Accepted  and  order  passed — 
yeas  66,  nays  0. 

BRIDGE   BETWEEN   BOSTON  AND  CAMBRIDGE. 

Report  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  favor  the  pa-sage  of  an  act  by  the  Leg- 
islature, authorizing  the  construction  of  a  new 
avenue  between  boston  and  Cambridge.  The 
questioir  was  on  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — It  has  been  suggested 
to  me  that  it  might  be  unwise  to  pass  this  older 


this  evening.  As  I  understand  it,  the  application 
has  been  made  by  certain  citizens  of  Cambridge 
for  authority  to  construct  a  new  avenue  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  and  upon  this  there  is 
to  be  a  hearing  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two.  We 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  what  is  proposed  by  the 
petitioners,  and  as  variou-  schemes  have  been  put 
forward,  I  think  the  Council  might  not  approve 
either  of  them  as  respects  location  or  expense.  It 
would  then  tore  appear  wise  to  let  this  matter  lie 
upon  the  table  until  we  see  what  the  proposition 
is,  or  what  action  is  desirable  on  the   part    of    the 


might  be  brought  forward,  1  therefore  move  that 
the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  matter  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  re- 
ported the  order.  If  the  order  is  passed  it  does 
not  commit  the  city  to  any  project  whatever.  'Ihe 
petition  has  been  sent  to  this  City  Government 
asking  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  M.-.tt3rs 
be  .instructed  not  to  oppose  the  obtaining  of -au- 
thority to  build  the  bridge.  No  location  has  been 
made,  no  streets  are  laid  out.  It  is  simply  a  re- 
quest for  authority  to  build  the  bridge. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— It  still  seems  to  me  to 
be  unwise  to  take  the  action  proposed  tonight. 
The  order  is  that  the  committee  "lie  directed  to 
favor"  the  pa-sage  of  this  act.  Without  any  such 
order  at  all  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
watch  the  progress  of  the  petition,  and  take  such 
action  as  may  seem  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
city.  Although  the  order  does  not  commit  the 
city  in  favor  of  any  Mich  action,  its  passage  will 
appear  as  an  indorsement  of  any  project  brought 
f oi ward.  I  see  no  injury  that  can  re.-ult  from  let- 
ting the  order  lie  upon  the  table.  There  is  action 
pending  in  regard  to  a  park,  and  if  a  park  is  to  be 
laid  out,  among  t lie  projects  is  one  for  using  the 
water  basin.  If  that  bridge  is  constructed  there, 
of  course  action  should  betaken  with  reference  to 
the  laying  out  of  a  park,  in  case  that  plan  should 
be  adopted.  I  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  understand  this  mat- 
ter from  a  cursoiy  nailing  of  the  report,  and  order 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  is 
a  petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Boston 
in  favor  of  a  new  avenue  to  Cambridge,  or  in 
favor  of  aiding  the  citizens  of  Cambridge  in  their 
petition  for  such  an  avenue.  I  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  apprehends  what  may  be 
the  effect  of  the  motion  proposed  by  him.  it  is 
very  well  known,  I  presume— it  certainly  is  by  me 
as  a.  member  of  the  Legi-lature— that  petitions  of 
this  kind  will  not  be  admitted  after  the  2Ut  inst. 
(Saturday  next),  and  if  action  is  tu  lie  taken  on  the 
petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Boston, 
it  cannot  be  postponed,  when  by  so  doing  it  is 
suicidal  to  the  petition.  Unless  we  take  action 
now,  we  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
this  petition  of  thirty-six  hundred  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton for  a  new  avenue  to  10a st  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  it— As  I  understand  it,  the 
petition  is  already  in.  The  question  Defore  us  is 
simply  whether  we  shall  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters  to  favor  the  petition.  The 
suggestion  of  the  member  from  Ward  4  is,  that  we 
should  leave  that  committee  to  act  as  they  may 
deem  advisable,  and  not  to  commit  the  city  to  fa- 
vor what  may  turn  out  to  be  undesirable  action. 
We  do  not  know  what,  kind  of  a  bridge  it  is  to  be, 
nor  whether  it  will  interfere  with  any  schemes  in 
regard  to  the  river.  It  seems  to  be  rather  un- 
necessary to  go  so  far  as  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee, and  it  appears  to  be  better  to  leave  it  to  their 
discretion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  course  pursued  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  adopted,  the  oppor- 
tunity for  presenting  this  matter  to  the  Legislat- 
ure will  be  lost.  This  petition  has  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature.  If  we  instruct  the  com- 
mittee, it  will  oi  ly  be  to  a  certain  degree,  and  will 
not  commit  the  city.  There  is  no  land  or  street 
laid  out;  it  is  simply  that  anew  avenue  may  be 
built  from  Cambridge  to  Boston.  There  are  some 
two  or  three  miles  of  territory  from  various  points 
of  which  a  bridge  may  be  started.  All  1  desire  is 
to  see  that  the  petition  of  3600  residents  of  the 
southerly  portion  of  the  city  may  get  before  the 
Legi-lature  in  time,  which  it  cannot  do  after  Sat- 
urday, under  the  very  stringent  rule  adopted. 
After  that  we  can  instruct  the  committee  how  to 
act. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  must  lie  mistaken  (Mr.  Crocker  read  the 
order).  If  there  is  any  petition  from  citizens  we 
are  not  required  to  vote  that  they  shall  not  have 
the  right  to  present  it  to  the  Legislature.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  petition  from  citizens  of  Cam- 
bridge is  already  before  the  Legi-lature.  We  do 
not  propose    by   this   order   to  send  the  petition 
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there;  we  only  instruct  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative M.-ittors  to  favor  a  certain  petition  that  is 
already  there. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— There  is  one  very  ob- 
jectionable feature  in  this  order.  It  leave's  the 
whole  matter,  even  the  location  of  the  avenue,  to 
the  committee.  Therefore,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  vote  against  it,  or  rather  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  understand  that  this 
merely  asks  lor  authority  to  build  a  bridge  and 
construct  an  avenue,  if  we  wish  it.    Suppo.-e  we 

fet  authority,  we  can  build  it  or  not  as  we  please, 
do  not  see  any  objection  to  passing  the  order. 
The  only  point  is  whether,  having  got  authority, 
we  cannot  decline  to  build  if  we  choose.  That  is 
the  only  matter  of  doubt  with  me. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  been  asked  in 
times  past  occasionally  to  sign  a  petition  for  just 
such  an  avenue  as  that,  and  I  have  generally 
found  that  it  was  started  by  the  proprietors  of 
flats  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  river.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  is  one  of  that  kind  or  not,.but 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  go- 
to spend  a  large  amount  of  money  on  its  water 
front,  and  it  does  not  seem  that  this  improvement 
is  pressing  at  this  time.  1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  get  authority  to  build  the  avenue  and  bridge, 
it  will  be  on  such  a  location  as  the  committee  shall 
deem  lit.  It  therefore  appears  to  me  that,  if  we 
pass  the  order,  it  does  commit  the  city  to  some- 
thing.and  I  sustain  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

FIRST    ASSISTANT-ASSESSOR. 

A  certificate  of  the  election  of  James  Dennie  as 
First  Assistant- Assessor,  in  place  of  Abraham  Gr. 
Wyman,  chosen  by  this  board,  was  received  from 
the  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election.  Messrs.  Har- 
rington of  Ward  8,  Karnes  of  Ward  11,  and  Wal- 
bridge  of  Ward  12  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast f 9 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

A.  G.  Wyman  had 33 

Christopher  A.  Connor 22 

James  Dennie 11 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

A.  R.  Holden 1 

John  Garey 1 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was  taken 
with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice : 35 

A.  G.Wymanhad 43 

Christopher  A.  Connor 18 

James   Dennie 5 

John  Garev 1 

A.  G.  Holbrook 1 

A.  D.  Capen 1 

And  A.  G.  Wyman  was  declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence,  in  place  of  James  Dennie. 

BOSTON  COLLEGE. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  from  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  on  remonstrance  of  Job  A.  Turner 
et  al.,  against  petition  of  Trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege.   Accepted. 

Report  from  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  with  order  granting  petition  of  Trus- 
tees of  Boston  College  for  change  of  restrictions 
in  building  on  land  purchased  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G— I  desiie  to  offer  an 
amendment  in  t  lie  matter  of  form.  When  it  came 
up  before  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  I  made  a  suggestion  as  to 
the  form  in  which  it  had  better  be  put.  At  that 
time  I  was  not  prepared  to  give  any  form  which  I 
would  recommend,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
form  in  which  that  order  is  put  is  somewhat  ob- 
jectionable and  ought  to  be  different.  In  this 
matter  of  releasing  the  conditions  on  land  where 
the  city  has  sold  one  piece  subject  to  conditions,  as 
in  this'ca  e,  that  the  house  should  be  set  back  ten 
feet  from  the  street,  and  afterwards  other  houses 
are  sold  on  the  same  conditions,  and  as  the  other 
parties  have  rights  which  should  be  enforced 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  it  seems  to  me  that  all 
the  city  ought  to  do  in  such  a  case  as  this  is  sim- 
ply to  say  that  so  far  as  the  city  is  concerned  it 
waives  ail  objections,  but  it.  ought  not  to  assume 
to  change  the  condition.  I  think  the  term  "change 
of  condition"  is  something  unknown  to  the  law, 
and  the  legal  members  of  the  Council  will  agree 
with  me  that  that  is  an  impioper  way  to  put  it.  I 
de  ire  to  idler  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  lie  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument,  to 
be  approved  bv.the  City  Solicitor, whereby  the  city 
shall  declare  that  it  will,  so  far  as  it  can  lawfully 
do  so  without    affecting   the  legal  or  equitable 

ights  of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  suffer 


and  allow  the  present  ow  nets  of  the  parcel  of  land 
on  James  and  Concord  streets,  and  Harrison 
avenue,  conveyed  by  it  to  J.  McElroy  by  deed 
recorded  in  Suffolk  County,  book  784,  leaf  170,  and 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  Mich  owners,  to  disregard 
the  conuition  contained  in  said  deed  so  far  as  to 
place  a  building  on  said  land  nearer  than  ten  feet 
but  not  nearer  than  seven  feet  to  said  James 
street. 

The  substitute  affects  the  same  result  as  the  or- 
der to  which  it  is  proposed  as  an  amendment,  and 
is  not  liable  to  the  objection  that  we  attempt  to 
di- pose  of  the  rights  of  otln  r  parties.  We  simply 
declare   that   the   city  will  not  inieifere,  but  the 


that  one  shall  assume  to  discharge  the  condition, 
and  perhaps  render  the  city  liable  for  damages. 
Parties  may  say,  "You  put  that  condition  upon  it, 
and  you  have  discharged  it;  now  we  will  come 
back  for  damages." 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — If  the  college  erects  this 
building  seven  feet  from  the  stieet,  and  other 
parties  who  have  bought  land  there  feel  ag- 
g.ieved,  who  is  to  pay  the  damage— the  college 
or  the  cily? 

Mr.  (  rocker  of  Ward  C— If  I  understand  the 
question  rightly,  I  would  state,  that  if  anybody  is 
damaged  by  that  acion,  and  if  this  substitute 
order  is  passed  au  i  the  Mayor  executes  the  deed, 
I  do  not  think  the  ci  y  can  be  Halle.  If  there  is 
any  party  injured  by  haying  a  building  set  back 
ten  feet,  when  he  finds  the  e  parties  putting  it  up 
he  may  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  an  injunc- 
tion, f  wish  simply  to  save  the  lights  of  iho:e 
who  desire  it.  I  no  not  think  ai  y  of  ,h <•  neighbors 
are  injured  to  any  appie.  iable  degice  ;  but  if  any- 


WILSON  S   HOTEL   IN  BRIGHTON. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Ci  ow  ley  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
and  order  for  the  occupant  of  Wil  on's  Hotel, 
Ward  19,  io  be  notified  to  vacate  said  premises  on 
or  lefoce  the  fiist  of  April  next  (ihe  special  assign- 
ment for  half  past  e.ght  o  clock,1,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10— f  have  nothing  to  say 
on  this  question  more  than  I  have  already  said, 
except  simply  to  add  that  the  time  is  quite  short 
under  which 'we  can  act  ui  on  this  order,  audi 
hope  the  matter  will  be  acted  upon  tonight.  As 
to  (he  investigation  undertaken  by  th  ■  gentleman 
f  iom  Ward  5,  1  hope  nothing  will  be  none  to  inter- 
fere with  that.    1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  had  a  consultation 
with  the  gen.leman  f.om  Ward  10,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  i  ommittcc  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
and  I  have  tome  to  the  com  luriou  that  the  matter 
which  I  broached  at  the  last  meeting  will  be  as 
well,  and  perhaps  better,  if  put  into  anoiher 
shape,  and  by  an  understanding  with  him  today  I 
agreed  i  oc  .o  oppo.-e  the  passage  of  the  order.  I 
shall  meet  ihe  matter  to  which  I  have  alluded  in 
anothe  form  and  direct. on.  As  u  is  desirable  to 
have  this  order  passed  upon  tonight,  I  withdraw 
all  opposition  to  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Report  of  (  orami  tee  on  Assessors'  Department 
nominating  thi  ty-three  Second  Assistant-Asses- 
sors and  certificates  of  elections  cf  thirty-three 
pessons  as  said  Second  Assistant- Assessors  on  the 
part  of  the  Boa  d  of  Al  lermen. 

Mr.  i  latley  of  Ward  4— I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  ittle  that  the  Council  may  proceed  to  an  elec- 
tion. 

The  rule  was  suspended— .r8  for,  0  against. 

The  Piesi  lent— ts  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
to  proceed  to  an  election? 

The  Counsil  voted  o  procee  I  to  an  election. 
Me  srs  Biackett  of  Ward  10,  Flynn  of  War  J  7,  and 
Fuller  of  Ward  15  were  ap  ointsd  a  committee  io 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 70 

N'cessarv  f i  r  choice 31 

Ward  1  -John  Noble,  Hi,  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  66; 
CI  art's  It.  McLean,  5. 

Ward  2— James  1..  Toner,  70;  John  Hubert'-,  70. 

Want  3  -Joseph  All..:),  bSJ ;  Charles  11.  l'.janiman,  5; 
K.  W.  James,  1. 

Ware  4 -Martin  Dowling,  69;  W.  S.  Whitney,  70. 

Ward  5  -Ilora-.'  Lorhuc,  .il  ;  Thomas  J.  Cadahan,  37; 
Edward  J.  Holland,  li;  Daniel  J.Courtn  y.  24;  John 
Donnelly,  2;  .mini  1).  Driscoll,  1;  William  Mouiiey,  6; 
R.  I.  Alfmau,  1;  Theophilus  Mauimiis,  1. 

Ward.6-. Mm  T.  l'.ine  ■,.-,;;  bin   is  on  Co  .lidge,  13. 

Ward  7— Dudley  1  ra  v,l, ;  .1.  r  niiali  Sullivan,  65;  John 
II    rthe.'iicr,  27. 

Ward  8-ira  D.  Davenport,  70. 

Ward  ii-.lani  s  standi:  li,  70;  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  70. 

Ward  10     1'.  S.  KisU:   ll,  ,0. 

Ward  ll-G-or-'c  W.  Skinner,  70. 

Ward  12—  'ihemas  Lsavitt,  69;  George  R.  Dane,  63; 
Thomas  Crawford,  7. 
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Ward  1.5— Henry  A.Drake,  65;  Isaac  F.  Atwood,  51; 
Peter  Mulvev,  16;  Edward  Kellev,  7. 

Ward  16— John  Pierce,  64;  George  W.  Conant,  61; 
E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  64;  Robert  Vose,  Jr.,  8;  Michael 
Lynch,  5;  Oliver  Hall,  4. 

Ward  17— Henry  W.  Diekerman,  56;  George  O.  Cur- 
rier, 51;  Charles  .T.Page,  17;  John  Prince,  1;  Alden 
Bartlett,  8;  Hugh  Kelly,  .'.;  .Tames  31.  Stevens,  3. 

Ward  1')-. Tarni.  V.  Ta\  lur,  61 ;  Michael  Norton,  9. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk,  70. 

Ward  21— A.  J.  Locke,  70. 

Ward  22-D.  D.  Taylor,  70. 
And  the  thirty-three  gentlemen  having  the  neces- 
sary votes  were  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  necessary  fur- 
niture and  supplies  for  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment.   Passed. 

Order  to  pay  "NT.  Smith  and  P.  F.  McGaragle, 
for  the  erection  of  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Swett 
street,  §5000,  the  amount  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury on  account  of  insurance  on  the   building,  in 

the  work  was  in  progress.    Pass* 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.,  of 
§760;  to  that  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,  S3;;00; 
to  that  for  House  of  Correction,  §10,000.    Passed. 

OLD   MATHER  SCHOOEHOUSE. 

The  order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  old 
Mather  School  house  from  its  present  position  to 
the  city  lot,  Highland  street,  came  up  under  the 
head  of  unliui-hed  business. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  order  appended  to  the  report  and 
to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as 
amended  was  accepted. 


OF  THE  POOR. 

The  report  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Li- 
verus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B.  Cruft  as  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  came  up  as  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— When  I  offered  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  I  gave  notice 
of  my  intention  to  offer  a  minority  report  and  I 
take  occasion  to  do  so  now. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  four  candidates  for  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  take  the  places 
of  those  who  e  terms  of  service  expire  April  first, 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion with  which  we  are  clothed  by  our  appoint- 
ment, and  according  to  our  best  judgment  in  the 
premises,  we  do  not  feel  that  we  car  in  all  re- 
spects agree  with  our  associates  upon  the  com- 
mittee in  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  them.  We 
feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  the  light  of  the  experience 
of  the  past  and  the  farts  presented  by  the  demands 
of  the  present,  to  take  advantage  of  such  sug- 
gestions as  are  afforded  to  improve  in  the 
future  the  management  and  control  of  the 
charities  to  lie  dispensed  under  and  by  virtue  of 
our  municipal  authorities.  In  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogatives  with  which  the  overseers  under 
existing  laws  are  clothed  opportunities  are  often 
presented  for  arbitrary  exactions  from  the  weak 
though  deserving  poor  by  said  board  or  some  of 
its  members  or  officials";  and  notable  instances 
have  occurred  in  this  direction,  which  have  not 
escaped  observation  and  critici-m  by  individuals 
and  the  press;  forcil  lv  reminding  reflecting  per- 
sons who  have  the  best  interests  of  humanity  as 
well  as  the  good  cf  society  at  heart,  that  great  dis- 
cretion should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  in- 
dividuals upon  whom  shall  devolve  the  dealing 
out  of  the  city's  charities. 

Kind  and  sympathetic  words  to  the  souls  of  the 
poor  and  ui  fortunate  are  often  as  much  needed 
as  material  aid  and  food  for  the  body;  and  many 
an  one  has  been  saved  f.oui  destruction  bv  an  en- 
couraging word,  being  thereby  led  to  f e<  1  that 
"the  world's  roll  chanties"  when  thus  conveyed 
may  yet  help  him  to  help  himself.  We  are  well 
aware  that  great  discretion  should  be  (  xercised  in 
the  distributions  of  the  charities  provided  by  the 
cities' authority  lest  imposition  ami  fraud  might 
be  frequent,  and  the  more  deserving  fare  not  so 
well  as  the  importunate ;  but  let  us  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  late  Mayor  on  the  soup  question, 
"better  that  some  unworthy  person  should  be 
aided,  than  that  one  worthy  person  should  suffer." 

The  undersigned  are  not  without  some  practical 
experience  in  the  line  of  charities,  and  the  care  of 
those  who  by  reason  of  mis  fortune  and  circum- 
stance are  without  the  physical  or  moral  force  or 
ability  to  protect  and  provide  for  themselves;  and 
we   have   taken   great  pains   also  to  inform  our- 


selves of  the  general  public  opinion  regarding  the 
practical  wav  of  improving  the  efficiency  of  the 
board,  and  of  bringing  it  more  directly  into  line 
with  the  sentiment  and  judgment  of  the  times ; 
and  have  been  irresistaidy  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  of  the  twelve  persons  constituting  the  "Board 
of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,"  three,  at  least,  if  not 
six, should  be  women,  and  of  the  four  to  be  chosen 
thi  ■  year,  o;.e  should  be  a  woman. 

It  appears  to  us  that  in  no  sphere  in  life  can  the 
attributes  of  woman  be  better  applied  to  a  prac- 
tical demonstration;  and  we  can  cite  cases  with- 
out number,  in  the  private  charitable  institutions 
of  our  own  city,  as  well  as  throughout  New  Eng- 
land who-e  boards  of  directors  are  composed 
largely  cf  women ;  some  of  which  boards  have 
much"  larger  amounts  of  funds  at  their  disposal 
than  has  our  Board  of  Overseers. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  that  the  City  Council 
has  no  more  right  bylaw  to  elect  women  to  this 
board  than  have  the  people  to  elect  members  of 
the  school  board;  but  such  statements  have  no 
foundation  in  fact,  and  come  only  from  those  who 
are  but  superficial  judges  of  law  or  logic.  What- 
ever mav  be  said  of  the  laws  governing  elections 
by  the  p'eople,  such  as  those  of  school  committees, 
they  have  no  rel  ition  to  elections  by  city  council! 
— the  rights,  duties  and  respon  ibilities  of  the  lat- 
ter being  delegated  and  piovided  in  the  charter 
upon  the  same  general  prii  ciples  and  comli.ions 
as  are  granted  to  corporations;  "The  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  the  city  of  Boston,"  be- 
inga  corporation,  chartered  more  than  a  century 
ago  (1772j  bv  the  Legi  lature,  which  charter  was 
amended  in  1808,  providing  that  the  overseers 
shall  lie  elected  bv  the  City  (  ouncil. 

The  City  Councd  has  the  same  rights  and  pow- 
ers to  elect  women  to  said  board  as  has  the  Scuool 
Committee  to  elect  women  as  teachers  in  the 
schools,  which  right  is  exercised  by  the  latter 
without  a  question. 

Mow  we  trust  that  the  City  Council  will  agree 
with  us  in  making  this  flight  change  this  year, 
thus  allowing  the  opportunity  for  a  fair  t.  ial, 
being  ourselves  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  such  a 
change  will  inure  to  the  best  interest  of  society 
and  fully  conform  to  the  gi  owing  sentiment  of  the 
age;  and  that  it  will  result  in  a  decided  imp.ove- 
;  ment  in  the  management  of  the  board,  and  in  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  public,  we  are  full  of  hope 
and  confidence. 

"True  hope  is  swift,  and  flies  with  swallow  wings; 
Kings  it  makes  gods,  and  m?an=r  creatures  kings.' 

The  lady  we  have  selected  has  had  very  great  ex- 
perience "in  this  particular  l.ne  of  charities,  as 
is  well  known,  for  several  years  past  in 
this  city,  and  formerly  for  several  years  in  New 
York  citv,  having  there  acted  as  a  missionary  in 
deeds  of  charity,  and  we  are  entirely  conti  .ent 
that  no  person,  male  or  f  male,  can  or  will  more 
satisfactorily  peifoim  the  duties  required  in  ihis 
important  crust,  should  she  be  chosen. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  election  of  the 
following-named  persons:  Thomas  C.  Amoiy,  Li- 
verus  Hull,  Lvdia  M.  Warner,  Ira  Allen. 

Geo.  A.  Shaw. 
S.  C.  Perkins. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  report 
was  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  IS— Petition  cf  Joseph 
Kuhns  et  dl.,  that  the  walks  in  Orchard  park  may 
he  gra\elled  and  graded  and  a  new  fence  put 
round  it.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Ralph 
Haskins  et  al.,  that  Maywood  ami  Savin  stieets 
may  be  accepted.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Streets. 

REPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Armories— Reports  on  petitions  of 
Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and 
Company  C,  Fit  t  I'.attalion  of  Cavplry,  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Militia,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders; 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Company 
G,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
11  City  square,  in  the  Charlestown  District,  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  j  er  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1874;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  "the  Appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  he 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Com^  any 
C;  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
corner  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  in  the  Charles 
town  District,  the  sum  of  §800  per  annum,  begin- 
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ning  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1K74;  .said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  ar- 
mories. 

Read  once 

By  Mr.  Fuller  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee  on 
the  "Judiciary-  Report  on  order  I o  obtain  Hie  opin- 
ion of  the  Citv  Solicitor  as  to  the  eligibility  of  E. 
15.  Spinney  and  A.  (I.  Wyman  to  the  office  of  first 
assi  (ant  assessor.  The  City  Solicitor  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  section  refined  to  in  the  order 
.has  no  api  lication  to  the  eligibility  of  the  gentle- 
men above  named  to  the  office.  The  report  was 
accepted. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Conuniit.ee  on  Water— Beport  (leave  to  withdraw) 
on  petition  of  Daniel  McDavitt,  for  an  abatement 
of  water  tax.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  l'ease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Water— Report,  in  part,  on  so  much 
of  report  of  Water  Registrar,  in  relation  to 
changes  in  the  present  water  rates,  recommending 
the  passage  of  .he  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Thai  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legi-lature,  now  in  session,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  requiting  i  lumbers  doing 
business  in  the  city  of  Boston  to  obtain  a  license 
from  the  board  or  I  oards  having  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  water  in  saiil  city,  ami  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  such  ordinances  or  rules  and 
regulal  ions  in  relation  to  the  use  of  water  fixtures 
as  it  may  deem  expedient. 

Parsed. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the 
expediency  of  the  employment  of  a  permanent 
architect. 

Passed. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— 

Ordered,  That  the  citizens  of  Ward  lube  allowed 
to  erect  a  railroad  station  near  the  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  on  the  Woonsoeket  Division  of  the  New 
"York  &  New  England  Railroad  on  land  belonging 
to  the  city  of  boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Ordered,  that  the 
salary  of  an  additional  assistant  in  the  office  of 
the  l  ity  Messenger  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  8400  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  20th  of  January  last; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries. 

The  rules  were  suspended— \2  for,  ()  against— on 
mo  ion  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  and  the  order 
was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3— 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  many  false  alarms 
of  fire  lately  given,  thus  uselessly  calling  out  cer-  - 
tain  portions  of  the  Fire  Department,  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  request- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
locks  in  the  alarm  boxes  that  when  an  alarm  is 
given  the  key  that  opens  the  box  will  remain  in 
the  lock  till  released  by  those  having  in  charge  a 
duplicate  key. 

Referred  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 


FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Crowdey  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers was  referred  to  the  Committee  on   Ordinances. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Crowley  moved  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  1<  ire  Department. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Want  5  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  upon  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— What  is  the  point  in  the 
report  ? 

Mr. Crowley  of  Ward  7— They  require  an  increase 
in  the  department  of  150  men,  and  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  would  like  to  have  under  con- 
sideration what  appropriation  they  might  require. 
That  is  the  object  ot  the  n  feienee  I  propose. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  What  is  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation  tlicv  require  for  the  current  year? 

The  President  read  the  part  of  the  report  in 
reference  to  a  change  in  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  report,  I  think,  had 
better  lie  upsn  the  table.  If  I  understand  it  cor- 
rectly, the  ordinance  requires  them  to  make  cer- 
tain 'statistics  of  the  appropriation  before  the  15th 
of  February.  They  may  have  done  so,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have,  and  if  they  have  we  have  no 
knowledge  of  it.  Again,  another  article  requires 
something  with  regard  to  submitting  t  heestimates 
to  the  Committee  on  fire  Department.  Now,  I  have 
been  informed  within  a  day  or  two,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  lire  Department  have  not  passed  upon 
the  statistics,   or  even   seen  them.     It  seems  that 


whether  this  is  so  or  not,  and  1  should  be  glad 
to  know  the  facts. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  10— As  the  report  states, 
there  are  now  175  men  employed  in  the  new  te'rri- 


they 


addition  to  those  in  the  city  proper,  and 
■d  want  the  number  cut  down  to  150,  and 
rit  an  ordinance  to  effect  it.  So  far  as  the 
ce  goes,  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  f 
cannot  get  any  direct  information  in  regard  to  it. 
I  am  a  little  at  a  loss  myself  to  understand  the 
matter.  It  has  been  discu  sed  by  the  committee, 
and  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  clearly  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  present  ordinance 
provides  that,  the  Kire  Department  shall  consist  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  men.  If  the  commissioners 
see  the  necessity  of  making  the  number  seven 
hundred,  I  see  no  objection  to  it  going  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  1  have  no  doubt  the 
estimates  of  the  commissioners  will  lie  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  They 
should  be,  and  unless  the  estimates  are  approved 
by  that  committee  the  Joint  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations will  not  pass  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 -My  object  was,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  Committee  on  I  ire  Department  are  not 
to  know  what  is  being  done.  I,  for  one,  cannot 
understand    whether    the     Commissioners    have 


I     am     as    much    to    blame,   perhaps,    as    any 

one  else  for  the  organization  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  they 
are  responsible  to  the  people.  I  understand 
that  citizens  have  called  at  their  door  and  have 
found  "private"  marked  on  the  door.  If  the 
people  are  to  he  kept  out  I  want  to  know  about  it. 
If  the  committee  are  unable  to  give  the  informa- 
tion, it  is  quite  time  that  some  ordinance  should 
be  framed  so  that  the  information  can  be  ob- 
tained. I  have  been  told  by  responsible  parties 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  to  ask  for  S75O.00O 
for  this  year.  I  do  not  know  but  that  is  all  right: 
I  suppose  it  is,  but  the  only  way  for  me  to  find 
out  is  through  the  committee.  1  have  asked  the 
committee,  and  they  say  they  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  I  argued  in  favor  of  a  Fire  Com- 
mission because  1  thought  it  would  be  an  econom- 
ical system,  but  I  have  yet  to  see  anything  of 
economy  or  action.  1  should  like  to  get  some  in- 
formation from  some  source.  I  have  asked  the 
gentlemen  upon  my  right  and  left.  We  are  en- 
titled to  that,  information,  and  ought  to  have  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — The  ordinance  provides 
that  their  estimates  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  They  should 
have  been  submitted  before  this.  Also,  it  pro- 
vides that  the  committee  shall  exa'cine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  commissioners  once  a  month.  That 
is  aU  the  committee  has  to  do.  As  to  their  having 
"private"  on  the  door,  I  do  not  wonder  at 
that.  They  are  at  work,  and  do  not  want 
to  be  interrupted.  I  think  it  is  better  not  to  believe 
all  these  stories  we  haar.  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  the  commissioners,  but  I  do  not 
believe  hardly  any  of  it.  It  is  time  enough  to  find 
fault  when  they  do  anything  wrong.  That  report 
should   go  the  Committee    on    Ordinances.    The 


Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— Why  should  not  the  re- 
port go  to  the'  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 
who  will  obtain  the  neeessary  information ?  and 
then,  if  proper,  it  can  go  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  think  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  will  be  able  to  give  the  Coun- 
cil some  information  next  week.  At  the  meeting 
this  week  ihe  commissioners  had  not  made  up 
their  estimates,  but  I  presume  that  at  the  next 
meeting  they  will  give  the  committee   more  light. 

The  motion  to  table  and  print  was  rejected  20 
for  21  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  object  to  the  ref- 
erence if  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  anything  to 
be  gained  by  it.  I  do  not  object  to  their  looking 
into  the  matter.  All  that  ;s  wanted  is  an  ordi- 
nance making  the  department  consist  of  seven 
hundred  men  instead  of  rive  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  tha't  the 
same  disposition  should  be  made  of  all  the  reports 
coming  from  these  commissioners  as  are  made 
with  others.  When  a  report  comes  from  the  Board 
of  Health  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health,  and  then  reported  back  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. It  is  nothing  more  than  fair  that  this  refer- 
ence should  be  made. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  object  to  the  ref- 
erence, but  we  frequently  complain  of  delays. 
This  reference  will  make  another  week  of  delay; 
that  is  all. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    30,    1874. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  two  o'clack  P.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the 
Mayor. 

The  Board  took  up  the  order  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  last  evening,  requesting  'his  Honor 
he  Mayor  to  petit  ion  the  Legi  lature  for  the.  pass- 
age of  an  act  authorizing  the  Board  to  require 
plumbers  to  be  licensed,  and  to  regulate  the  con- 
struction of  water  fixtures  in  dwellings  and  man- 
ufactories. 

The  question  was  on  passing  the  order  in  con- 
currence. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  did  not  feel  like  voting 
for  a  measure  of  this  kind  unless  it  was  fully  ex- 
plained. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  order  looked  too  much 
like  a  job,  and  gave  the  Boston  Board  too  much 
power.  It  interfered  in  a  measure  with  private 
rights,  and  would  prevent  citizens  from  hiring 
such  mechanics  as  they  pleased. 

Alderman  S'.ebhins  said  that  it  was  a  measure 
which  had  been  adopted  by  other  cities,  and 
worked  well. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  would  have  no  better 
effect  than  licencing  saloon  keepers  would  have. 
The  licensing  of  the  latter  did  not  improve  the 
quality  of  the  food  in  the  least  degree. 

By  general  consent  Mr.  Davis,  the  Water  Regis- 
trar, explained  that  the  course  proposed  was  neces- 
sary in  order  that  the  city  may  not  be  obliged  to 
call  upon  other  cities  or  towns  for  an  additional 
supply  of  water.  A  great  wa^te  of  water  was  tak- 
ing place  because  of  imperfect  plumbing.  The 
"Hopper  closets,"  of  which  there  were  about  16,- 
000  in  the  city,  occasioned  a  great  waste,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  prevent  this  waste  from  all 
sources  in  order  to  retain  a  full  supply  for 
the  enlarged  city.  In  reply  to  questions,  Mr. 
Davis  said  the  consumption  of  water  average  18,- 
000,000  gallons  a  day,  and  the  natural  increase  of 
consumption  was  eight  per  cent,  each  year.  The 
full  supply  was  being  used  and  it  wool  1  require  four 
years  to  perfect  arrangement*  lor  a  supply  from  any 
of  the  sources  already  proposed.  If  the  waste  is  not 
prevented  ni  Boston,  a  supply  mu-t  be  obtained 
from  Cambridge,  and  that,  even,  would  be  limited. 
Only  by  a  proper  mode  of  fixtures  can  the  city  be 
saved  from  a  lack  of  water  from  present  available 
sources  of  supply.  The  people  can  be  educated  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  allowing 
water  to  run  to  waste  all  night  witn'a  hea  ,<y  stream 
flowing  from  the  pipes.  Recently  the  waste  of 
water  was  so  great  in  South  Boston  that  many  of 
the  people  were  left  without  a  supply.  There 
were  20,000  fixtures  in  South  Boston  and  eight 
men  were  employed  to  inspect  the  fixtures,  caus- 
ing an  expense  which  would  not  be  necessary  if 
the  plumbing  was  perfect  and  people  educated  up 
to  the  belief  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  such 
a  waste  as  was  at  present  being  had. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  the  order,  and  said  a 
hardship  would  be  inflicted  if  it  passed.  The 
owners  of  tenements  and  dwellings  would  charge 
the  expense  of  changing  fixture-,  upon  the  people 
who  occupied  the  buildings,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
that  a  hardship  would  be  placed  upon  poor  people 
which  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  endure. 
He  believed  in  dealing  liberally  with  citizens,  and 
particularly  with  poor  people.  The  order  under 
consideration  was  sprung  upon  the  Council,  and 
had  its  nature  been  fully  understood  he  doubted 
that  it  would  have  pass"d  in  the  other  branch.  He 
hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  Aldermen  would  lead 
them  to  vote  against  this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  was  aware  that  a  great  waste 
was  taking  place,  and  measures  should  betaken 
to  prevent  it.  This  could  only  be  done  by  some 
course  of  action  similar  to  that  proposed  in  the 
order.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  a  hardship 
to  any  class.  No  one  is  allowed  to  give  a  concert 
until  he  comes  here  for  a  license;  boys  are  not 
to  black  boots  without  a  license.  The  custom 
does  not  work  arbitrarily.  After  the  state- 
ments made  to  the  Board  by  the  Water  Reg- 
istrar, it  does  seem  an  imperative  necessity, 
in  overlooking  the  interests  of  the  city,  to 
save  this  water  from  being  wasted.  Four 
or  five  millions  of   gallons  run   to  waste  daily. 


Why  is  it  that  the  instant  you  put  in  meters  par 
ties  will  shut  off  the  water?  It  is  because  they 
save  expense.  Look  at  the  hotels  of  Boston. 
They  are  saving  of  the  water  because  every  gallon 
runs  through  the  meters  which  have  been  put  in 
these  huge  establishments,  and  has  to  be  paid  for. 
If  the  water  were  as  free  as  in  many  places  they 
could  use  a  million  gallons  and  not 'feel  it;  they 
would  not  then  live  the  fixtures  that  they  do  now. 
They  put  on  these  self-closing  stop  cocks,  and  all 
departments  of  the  house  get  along  well.  The 
amount  of  water  wasted  is  immense.  We  all 
know  it,  and,  after  the  statement  just  made,  we 
should  take  every  safeguard  to  prevent  it. 
I  have  often  thought  of  this  thing  myself,  that 
plumbers  are  allowed  to  go  into  houses  and  put 
on  anything  they  choose,  so  that  one  hundred 
gallons  would  lie  used  where  five  would  suffice. 
After  the  statements  made  I  feel  justified  in  vot- 
ing for  the  order.  In  every  other  city  in  New  Eng- 
land there  are  just,  such  provision*  as  these. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  matter  too  impor- 
tant to  be  decided  in  such  a  hasty  manner,  and  did 
not  place  much  reliance  in  what  other  cities  do. 
Other  cities  do  things  w  bicli  Boston  would  not  tol- 
erate. This  may  be  a  measure  which  would  be 
arbitrary,  make  mischief  and  cause  damage  to 
the  property  of  many  poor  people.  It  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  have' been  considered  by  the  Water 
Board. 

Facts  and  figures  should  be  produced,  instead  of 
questions  which  Mr.  Davis  did  not  know  he  was 
going  to  be  asked.  The  Water  Board  should  tell 
us  jut  what  they  want.  We  may  pass  something 
tnat  would  make  a  monopoly  of  the  work  and 
work  a  great  hardship  to  many  citizens  of  Boston. 
Mr.  Davis  says  only  respectable  plumbers  should 
be  licensed.  I  do  not  see  how  that  will  do.  Any 
man  is  liable  to  do  improper  work.  It  may 
be  proper  to  do  something,  but  it  seems 
that  the  Water  Board  should  compel  people 
asking  for  water  to  give  notice  so  that  the  board 
could  have  something  to  say  as  to  the  sort  of 
water  works  to  be  put  in.  That  board,  I  think, 
must  have  power,  where  they  see  fixtures  in  a 
house,  almost  ceitain  from  its  construction  to  en- 
danger the  bursting  of  pipes  and  cause  a  waste  of 
water.  I  do  not  see  but  they  have  a  right  to  take 
away  the  water  from  such  a  place ;  they  certainly 
have  the  right  to  prevent  the  water  from  being 
wasted.  I  think  the  order  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Water  Board,  and  I  move  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it  be  referred  to  that  board. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  subject  bad  already 
been  before  the  Water  Board,  and  this  order  is  the 
re.-ult  of  their  consideration.  Last  year  the  whole 
matter  was  r(f  erred  to  them;  they 'employed  two 
hydraulic  engineers  to  investigate  the  water  sup- 
ply, and  the  matter  of  leakages  was  referred  to 
the  water  registrar,  whose  report  has  been 
before  the  City  Council  for  two  months,  be- 
ing a  part  of  City  Document  No.  134  of  1873.  It 
is  barely  possible  that  i-ome  members  may  not 
know  what  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  has  been 
doing ;  if  all  reports  be  true,  that  board  has  been 
run  very  loosely,  and  it  needs  looking  after.  The 
report  of  Mr.  Davis  was  made  in  answer  to  an  or- 
der of  the  City  Council  on  this  very  subject.  This 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Sudbury  or  Mystic 
river  schemes;  it  is  simply  to  save  water 
enough  to  get  along  with  until  a  sufficient 
supply  is  introduced  from  some  quarter.  No  hard- 
ship will  be  done  to  the  plumbers  by  the  simple 
passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  whatever  the  Water 
Board  may  be  at  the  present  time,  he  believed  th 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  had  the  honor  of  making 
the  nominations  this  year  and  last. 

Alderman  Stebbins  "replied  that  he  did  not  last 
year. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  nominations  were 
made  to  this  Board,  and  therefore  this  Board  is 
responsible  for  any  inefficiency  of  the  Water  Board 
and  for  electing  incompetent  men  to  places  on 
that  board,  although  he  did  not  know  that  he  was 
ready  to  say  that  the  board  is  incompetent, 
or  that  it  is  any  less  competent  than  the 
board  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
8  belongs— the  directors  of  ferries.  He  under- 
stood that  boats  had  been  damaged  several  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  no  one  had  been  held  responsi- 
ble for  it.  But  let  all  that  pass.  There  is  no  per- 
fect board  existing.  The  Water  Board  was  estab- 
lished for  some  purpose  or  other.  The  same  rea- 
son exists  today  as  when  it  was  established.  You 
can  abolish  it  if  you  choose.  The  members  of  that 
board  do  a  great  deal  of  business,  which  occu- 
pies considerable  time,  and  hear  a  great  many 
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complaints  from  citizens.  From  his  own  experi- 
ence as  an  owner  of  real  estate  in  this  city,  he 
was  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  an  order 
of  this  kind  ought  not  to  pass.  "When  he  was 
elected  on  the  Water  Board,  he  thought  it  would 
not  do  to  let  water  run  to  waste  in  his  house,  and 
he  gave  notice  to  his  tenants  that  they  must  rot 
do  so.  The  consequence  was  that  it  was  oil  frozen 
up.  The  pipes  would  burst,  and  sometimes  they 
would  run  all  day  and  night,  Sundays,  and  nobody 
know  it.  In  his  judgment  more  water  was  wasted 
by  the  bursting  of  pipes  than  in  trying  to  save 
water.  He  knew  that  the  water  closet  Mr.  Davis 
speaks  of  is  going  to  cost  something  like  twenty-five 
or  thirty  dollars  in  excess  of  the  present  style.  They 
have  got  to  be  put  in  at  the  expense  of  some- 
body, and  you  know  that  such  expenses  are  most- 
ly imposed  upon  real  estate.  The  owners  of  per- 
sonal property  shirk  it.  Therefore  it  becomes  this 
Government  not  to  impose  such  a  tax  upon  real 
estate.  If  this  order  had  been  so  judicious  why 
did  not  they  bring  it  here  in  proper  season,  so  that 
it  might  have  proper  consideration,  and  not  bring 
it  in  at  the  last  minute,  jump  it  through  the  oth- 
er branch  and  then  through  this  Board.  This  is 
no  new  subject  and  need  not  be  rushed  through 
the  Legislature  this  yeai ;  the  members  of  the 
Board  are  hardly  ready  to  vote  for  it,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  refer  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  gentleman  had 
twice  intimated  that  this  order  had  been  forced 
upon  the  Board  by  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Now,  what  are  the  facts?  This  report  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Board  by  the  Alderman  himself. 
Instead  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water, 
he  moved  that  it  be  placed  upon  file.  It 
wa°  supposed  to  be  placed  on  file  two  or 
three  weeks,  when  the  question  was  asked 
why  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
was  not  called  to  it.  It  was  answered  that 
the  member  of  the  Water  Board  moved  that  it  be 
placed  upon  file,  though  for  what  reason  he  alone 
best  knew.  An  order  was  subsequently  intro- 
duced for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
subject.  They  met  yesterday.  The  order  passed 
the  Council  last  niv.ht.  and  this  meeting  is  called 
today  that  the  act  may  be  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  the  first  time  he 
knew  of  that ;  he  presumed  the  chairman  made 
such  disposition  of  the  report  as  he  saw  fit.  He 
supposed  he  himself  made  a  motion  to  send  the 
report  down.  He  had  not  said  a  word  about  or 
made  any  reflections  upon  the  Committee  on 
Water,  and  did  not  intend  to. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  question  was 
taking  a  very  wide  range,  which  seemed  hardly 
proper  at  the  time.  We  are  asking  that  the  Legis- 
lature may  give  us  power  for  certain  purposes.  It 
is  possible,  and  very  probable,  that  we  shall  not 
wish  to  use  it  after  we  get  it.  The  fact  is  demon- 
strated by  the  Registrar  that  we  are  losing 
four  or  five  million  gallons  a  day.  He  says 
we  must  save  it,  and  states  that  we  can- 
not save  it  now;  we  must  go  to  the  Legislat- 
ure. The  question  is  whether  we  should  pass  this 
order  and  get  the  power,  and  to  that  question  at- 
tention should  be  confined.  Give  us  the  power 
and  then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  the  Aldermen 
from  Wards  6  and  12  to  discuss  that  question.  He 
hoped  they  would  pass  this  order  and  get  the 
power. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  see  that  the  subject 
had  ever  been  before  the  Water  Board.    The  re- 


have  sufficient  power  to  regulate  this  matter 
now.  It  looks  very  improbable  that  the  Water 
Board  is  compelled  to  put  the  water  into  a  house 
where  the  fixtures  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they 
will  not  stand.  It  is  ridiculous  to  think  that  they 
have  not  power  to  regulate  such  an  evil.  The 
Water  Board  are  the  proper  ones  to  come  here  and 
state  what  is  to  be  recommended. 

The  report  does  not  treat  the  question  at  all ;  the 
matter  ref  .Tied  to  those  engineers  was  nothing  of 
this  kind.  They  were  to  go  into  the  country  and 
examine  the  Mystic  Water  Works  and  report 
upon  the  supplv  from  there,  and  they  have  done 
it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  referred  Alderman  Power  to 
the  fir  t  page  of  the  report. 

Alderman  Power  said,  he  felt  that  the  Water 
Board  must  have  power  to  control  the  works,  and 
they  are  not  obliged  to  put  water  in  a  house  where 
the  fixtures  are  such  that  the  water  will  run  to 
waste.  If  any  man  in  the  employ  of  that  board 
knows  that  the  works  are  wiong  and  does  not  re- 
port them,  he  shoul  1  be  discharged. 

Alderman  Worthii  gton  referred  to  previous 
opinions  of  the  (  ity  Solicitor,  that  the  board  was 
obliged  to  put  water  into  houses  when  called  upon, 
even  if  the  water  runs  to  waste.  He  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  Chair 
stated  that  the  question  was  on  passing  the   order. 

Al  lennan  Brooks  inquired  what  became  of  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  refer  to  the  Water 
Board. 

The  Chairman  said  the  previous  question  cuts 
off  all  other  motions. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule. 

The  Chairman  said  there  was  no  rule  in  regard 
to  the  previous  question  in  this  Board,  but  it  is 
the  custom  in  all  legislative  bodies  that  the  previ- 
ous question  takes  precedence  of  all  others. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  pas.-ed,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Iiigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Siebbins,  Vi  orthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  and  Alderman  Prescott  called 
for  the  pre  rious  question,  and  it  was  ordered. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  adjourn. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  would  not  oppose  the 
order,  except  that  a  member  of  the  Council  had 
said  if  it  had  been  ki.own  what  it  was  it  would  not 
have  passed  that  branch. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  and  the  Board 
voted  not  to  recons;der— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

PET  :l  ■_;  -N'S  PRESENTED. 

By  Aldern  r_  eteis— Petition  of  Company  A, 
First  Regimen'  .-.fantiv,  for  new  armory.  Refer- 
red to  Committe    :>nAii  ories. 

Petition  of  T.  C.  '  jwe:  to  move  and  occupy  small 
stable  at  62  Saratov  >  street, East  Boston.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Health. 

Petition  of  H.  E.  Cobb  for  auctioneer's  license. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OOOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY   24,    1874. 
The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,his  Honor 
Mayor  Cobl)  in  the  chair. 

"  EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED, 

Spejial  r olice  Officers— Edward  Meloney,  No.  1 
Green  stieet  and  its  vicinity;  'William  S.  Tuttle, 
corner  Kneel.ind  and  Federal  streets  and  its  vicin- 
.ity;  M.  Shepard  lolle-,  Spring  street,  "West  Rox- 
bury. 

PETITIONS  KEFEEKED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Theckla  Muhe, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damage  on  Gieen  street, 
Ward  17. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  that  the  grade  of  Halleck 
Street  maybe  fixed  at  grade  IS,  from  Ruggles 
.street,  south,  and  that  Halleck  street  be  filled  to 
grade  from  R'.iggl  s  street  to  Prentiss  street. 

Orsamus  Nute,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  with  salt 
water  certain  streets  and  squares  between  Wal- 
th  >m  and  Newton  streets. 

Hiram  Ameset  al.,  for  construction  of  a  retain- 
ing wall  at  the  end  of  Yarmouth  street. 

John  'libbets  ct  al.,  that  the  "Town  -way"  in 
Charlestown  be  graded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Zelotes  Prince,  to 
be  paid  for  injuries  to  himself  and  wagon  from  an 
alleged  defect  m  Paris  street. 

'William  tlms,  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  as  road  master. 

Jane  "Wool,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  by 
alleged  defect  in  Eastern  avenue. 

Jo  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mrs.  J.  Montaine,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
lle  for  two  horses  on  Everett  street,  Allston,  about 
35a  feet  from  River  street. 

Perkins  &  Currier,  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  Paris  street,  next  to  corner  of 
l.rooks  stieet. 

Rt.  R°v.  John  J.  Williams,  to  move  and  occupy 
s:  able  for  tn  o  horses  on  Harrison  avenue  (Cathe- 
dral lot). 

J.  E.  Swan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  in  Auburn 
Street,  n°ar  Fields"*  Conn  r.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets.  J.  C.  Stimpson, 
exeou.or.  for  abatement  of  Cottage-street  better- 
ment ,Wa:d  16). 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Alexander  and 
Joha  McLaren,  for  a  sewer  in  a  portion  of  Prince- 
ton street. 

William  Sayward  et  a!.,  for  sewer  in  Bird  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  ant]  Inspection  of 
Bull  lings.  George  W.  Hollis,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Western  avenue,  Ward  17,  be- 
yond the  legal  dimensions. 

ORDEK  OF  NOTICE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  order  of  notice  for  a  hear- 
ing on  the  proposed  removal  of  a  tree  on  the  side- 
walk on  the  south  side  of  Waverley  street.  There 
being  no  objection,  the  subject  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  L.  E.  Pearson,  late  Treasurer  of  the 
city  of  Charlestown,  S110  for  forty-four  police 
badges,  returned  to  him  by  former  members  of  the 
Police  Department  of  that  city.    Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Ralph  Haskins  and  Jose;,h  Moon  et 
al.,  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  in  favor  of  the  removal  and 
fitting  uii  i  f  the  ol  1  Mather  Schoolhouse,  at  a  cost 
of  .sojuu,  to  be  provided  for  in  the  next  financial 
year.  Amended,  in  concurrence,  by  striking  out 
the  last  clause  in  the  report,  and  by  striking  out 
the  order.    The  report  as  amended  was  accepted. 

Order  to  allow  the  citizens  of  Ward  19  to  erect  a 
railroad  station  near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir. 
R  ferred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  lo  ks  on  the  fire-alarm  boxes,  so  as  to  prevent 
fal-e  alarms  of  fire.  Referred  to  Board  of  Fire 
Comrn  ssioners. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Dan- 
iel McDavitt,  for  abatement  of  water  tax.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to-  fix  salary  of  adelitional  assistant  to 
City  Messenger,  at  4400  per  annum.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  con- 
sider the  expeeliency  of  employing  a  permanent 
architect.    Passed. 

The  Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  came  up  re- 
ferred to  the  C  ommittee  on  the  Fire  Department 
instead  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  On 
motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  concurred. 

ELECTION    OF   FIRST    ASSIS  1  ANT- ASSESSOR. 

Certificate  of  election  of  A.  G.  "Wyman  as  First 
Assistant-Assessor  by  the  Common  Council,  in- 
stead of  James  Dennie  chosen  by  this  Board. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  e'ection. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  was  authorized  to  with- 
draw the  name  of  James  Dennie. 

Aldermen  Harris  ami  Peters  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  Ihey  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 

A.G.Wymanhad 9 

Christoph   r  A.  Connor 1 

W.Gallagher 1 

James  Dennie 1 

And  A.  G.Wymanwas  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

THE  FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert J  Gilkie  for  a  loan  of  .$300  fiomthe  Fianklin 
Fund. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  a 
joint  special  committee  of  three,  and  Aldermen 
Power,  Cutter  and  Prescott  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

LAND  OF    BOSTON  COLLEGE. 

The  report  and  order  for  removal  of  so  much  of 
the  restriction  on  lands  of  trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege as  will  permit  saiel  trustees  to  build  within 
seven  feet  of  James  street,  instead  of  ten  feet,  as 
heretofore  provided,  came  from  the  Common 
Council  amended  by  the  substitution  of  an  order 
in  a  different  form. 

Alderman  Emery — So  far  as  this  substitute  for 
the  original  order,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  is  concerned,  I  ao  notfavor 
-concurrence  with  the  other  branch,  The  oiiginal 
order  was  drawn  with  the  unanimous  appioval  of 
the  committee,  and,  subsequendy,  submitted  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  who  appioved  it.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  the  oiiginal  order  is  unobjection- 
able, and  is  better  than  the  substitute,  it  was 
passed  upon  by  the  committee,  and  1  hope  this 
Boarel  will  acuiere  to  their  former  action,  and 
that  this  substitute  will  not  be  adopted.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  clanger  in  die  rights  of  the  city. 
The  order  is  so  framed  that  the  ei.y's  rights  a±e 
entirely  guarded  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  any 
injury  coming  to  any  i  any  living  upon  any  of  the 
streets  in  the  vicinity,  it  is  only  a. removal  of 
three  feet  from  what  the  oiiginal  order  allowed. 
I  w-as  very  much  surprised  that  there  was  any 
substitute*  proposed  in  the  other  branch.  'The 
gentleman  who  made  that  pro:  osition  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  and  had  laige 
consideration  given  to  his  views  as  he  put  them  ro 
the  committee.  They  gave  him  every  opportunity 
and  the  order  was  changed  so  as  to*  meet  his  ap- 
proval in  some  things  that  were  deemed  unneces- 
sary by  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  and 
it  was  tuppo.-ed  that  everything  was  satisfactory. 
Other  members  of  the  e  ommittee  will,  I  thiuK, 
bear  me  out  in  the  position  I  have  taken. 

The  Board  voted  10  non-concur  in  the  passage  of 
the  substitute. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports on  petition  of  Boston  Music  Hall 
Association  et  al.,  J.  Sturgis  totter  et  al.,  recom- 
mending the  passage'  of  the'accompaiiying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  court  leading  from  Winter 
stieet  to  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  heretofore  known 
as  Central  place.be  hereafter  called  and  known 
as  "Music-Hall  place." 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  J.  Stur- 
gis Potter  to  place  a  shaft  across  and  above  Per- 
kins street,  upon  condition  that  he  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  wiiting  sue  ing  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  and  expenses  on  account  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erecting  and  maintaining  c'f 
said  shaft  across  said  Perkins  street;  also  upon 
condition  that  he  shall  remove  saiel  shaft  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  .of  Streets  be 
directed  to  fill  with  ashes  the  city  wharf  lot  on 
Medforel  street,  C  harlestown.  Estimated  cost, 
§2000. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repair  the  Longwooel-avenue  Bridge 
according  to  plans  and  specifications  drawn  by 
the  City  Engineer;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollar's,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving. 

Reau  once. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
pair of  the  Dartmouth-street  Bridge  the  sum  of 
isii'Jii  48,  in  aehlition  to  the  sum  of  SoOOO,  appropri- 
ated for  said  repair  December  10, 1S73 ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Mrs.  Sarah  Belford  S100,  for  grade 
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damages  on  flnwnmt  avenue,  in  Word  17,  by  the. 
laiMi.s-  "f  ihe  grade  i  £  said  a\  enue  by  the  select- 
men cf  West  Roxbuiy  in  1ST;;. 
Read  o.  ce. 

1  \  udeunan  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $4654  is  hereby  as- 
sessed ui  on  gliomas  Parkej  Eoi  a  sewer  on  (  ataw- 
b'a  street;  that&1653be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Alfred  T.  Gray's  heirs  for  a 
Fewer  in  ft.  James  street;  thai  §112  68  be  abated 
fr<  in  Cook,  Jordan  &  Morse  for  a  i  wer  in  Warren 
street,  and  S>G6:  i  be  a  sessedupon  James  F.  Hean 
and  .-;«. :  i  upon  i  avid  Haynes. 
Read  ome. 

1  y  Al  erman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  granting  the  applications  of 
Howard  L.  Hayford,  to  lonstruct  ctllar  lelow 
grade:  John  Denvir.John  B.  \\  il  on,  P.  McMar- 
low,  Asa  tf.Stubbs,  Julia  Driscolland  MichaelF. 
Giem.forl  ave  to  occupy  stalles:   and  leave  to 


.lr  1 


cu 


the  Committee 


the  i  etitiom  t  Decosta 
tion  i  f  \  atei  '  iosets  i  e 
Board  of  Health.    Sevc 

By  Aliierman  Worthi 
on  Armories— 

Ordered,  hat  (he  aimoiy  of  Company  K,  First 
Resin. er.t  of  li  f.mtry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  AVashii  gtou 
H:  11,  i  ouier  if  i  on  Inkier  avenue  and  l  orehester 
street,  be  apiiroved  as  a  suital  le  place  for  the  de- 
po  it  of  aim?  and  equipments. 

Pa   red. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
fornioilyoo  upied  by  Company  K,Firs1  Regiment 

eon  inu'ed  1  :  om  and  :  f  .•  1  the  t  r-t  il;  >  .  f  .lai  uaiy 
A.  P.  1-74.  and  lhat  the  sum  i  E  S1000  |  .  r  annum 
be  1 11  >wed  and  paid  f  ir  r.  n(  (  f  armory  now  occu- 
pied I  v  ai  i  company  at  \\  ash  niton  Hall,  corner 
cf  Dor.  hester  avenue  and  Dorchester  stieet,  be- 
ginning .>n  the  fir-t  day  of  January, A.  D.  1874, 
and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered;  said  sum 
to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  ome. 

By  Al  eiman  Emery,  from  the  Committee  on 
Cotin tv  bu  1  lb  g  — lie,  ort  on  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  Suffolk  Bar,  recommenuing  that  the  pe- 
tifioners  be  g  ai  ted  a  hearing  oh    i  on  .::> .  March 

2.  The  repoit  was  a,  eeptcd.  and.  on  mot  on  of 
AlVmuin  Eincy.  the  time  was  fixed  at  five 
o'clock. 

By  Aldeiman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneu  1  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  grantingtheu.se 
of  that  h;  11  to  All  heu<  Hardv  ct  (ii..io:  a  "festival; 
and  to  James  B.  Watkii  s  ct  al.,  for  a  ball  of  the 
ti(  o  1  Sams  i  an! .    Ac  epted. 

b.v  Al  ie.nia     1'ivMH.i- 

Oide  el.  ilia;  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
si  ler  the  esj  e  liem  v  of  changing  the  name  of 
Broad  t  trcet  to  Atlantic  avenue';  f.oin  its  intellec- 
tion with  said  ave..ue  at  Rowe's  whaif  to  Federal 
tt'eet. 

Passed. 

Older  d,  'lhat  the  Committee  on   raying  be  re- 

thi'  named  than  on  s  art  1  oui  'l'e.n  on  -  U  eel 
to  the  Providence  Rail  oad, to  one  that  will  con- 
ti.  ue  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  other  strei  t  lead- 
ing from  Beacon  street  west  cf  the  Public  Gar- 
den. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  explanation  cf  this  or- 
der, I  would  state  i  hat  tlaiendon  street  f  om  the 
Providence  Railroad  is  disconnected  from  the 
other  )  ait  of  the  street  by  about  a  thousand  feet 
of  territory  occupied  by  ih  t  railroad,  jhe.e 
have  been  a  number  of  complaints  by  re  idents 
theie  that  they  have  nor  1  e  n  al  le  to  give  an  ac- 
curate i  esciiption  <f  the  locality  of  iheir  resi- 
tb  nies  to  enal  b?  str.u  gers  to  find  them.  It  is  not 
an  order  to  change  the  name  of  the  street,  but  to 
uf.T  .he  mat  ei  ".o  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
The  order  was  passed. 
1  v  Al  lei  man  Emery- 
Ordered,  'ihnt 
Matters  be  autln 
in  ihe  inter)  Li 
lions  for  ai.nexa 
heie;  t  erbebio 


Stehbins— 

.  rheChief-of-Folicefce  instructed 
placing  or  using  of  portable  fur- 

ch  "no  1  stoves  in  the  public  ways 
:  city  for  the  purpo  e  of  melting 
for  any  other  purpose,  unless  the 

oi  using  the  same  take  such,  pre- 
Coiinniiiee  on  Police  or  the  Chief- 
leem  necessary  for  the  public  tafe- 


or  pla 


All 
tier  1 

nace 

uif.c 


calleu  the  a,  .  n.  on  i  £  the  <  hi<  £  i  f  Police  to  tho 
Mil  jec  .  and  in'  -aid  i.  was  necessary  to  i  as-  Mich 
an  order  as  this  to  give  him  proper  control  over 
them. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Bigdow,for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses-  Rei  orts  in  Eavoi  i  £  granting  the  apj  li- 


E.    li; 

lieensi 
licei  s< 
32  l'h 


ana  iea\  etowi  aaraw  on  application  oi  James  IS. 

Bigclow  lot  aue.ioi.ee  '-  1  cense  a:  li.;  v.  a- lib  gton 
Ft.eet;  tlanchard  <&  Rosstoopen  theatre  at  573 
Washington  street.    SeversUy  accepted. 

By   Alderman    Harris,   for   the   Committee  on 
Streets- 
Report  on  pe 'it ion  of  Martha  and  Caroline  A. 
Suniin  r.  for   abat  mint  of   Co.tage-street    better- 
ment, that  the  assessment  referred  to  is  a  proper 
one  for  the  i  et  tioners  to  p: 
leave  to  with  Iraw.    In  thei 
ages  pi  fcitii  ned    for,  the   co 
they  have  t  o  lunsdictu  n.    . 
Report  onpe  itionof  Jan 


have 

1 1 9 111- 

that 


citv.  tl 
taken 
full  sat 
rermU 


Of   J  line     L IS,  trustee   to 

on  Mini  awar  led  him  by  the 
iev  has  be<  n  paid  for  the  land 
te  named,  he  acknowle  iging 
for,  and  no  further  action  is 


e  to  James  Dolan,  Jr.,  et  al., 
is  of  eveiysort  standing  on 
lie  lines  of  Magazine  street, 
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of   an  ord< 
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al  en  m  la 
by  the  tow- 
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and  it  convenience  deman  le  l  the  removal  of  the 
trees,  he  should  sav,  where  the  offen<  e  1  es,  there 

let  the  axe  f  11.  If  these  trees  could  be  swept 
away,  it  woul  l  i  o  doul  (  1  e  a  convenience  to  ilio 
horse ra  1  oad,  but  isth  re  absolute  certainty  that 
ten  viars  h -i  i  e  the  ra  bo  id  .-tuion  will  le  where 
it,  now  is  ?  He  believed  Ih  t  in  a  few  years  (ho 
control  of  horse  rail  oads  will  pass  nto  the  hinds) 
of  the  local  authorities.  La  I  year  lie  bad  ad- 
vocated -  m  h  a  1  ill  at  the  St  ite  i  ouse.  but  it  had 
1  ecu  di  feated.  If  in  a  vear  or  two  mh  hi  oiveris  giv- 
en the  board  i  f  Al  eimen,  a  st  oi  gaigument  will 
lepie-erte  linf  ivonf  a  rcai  rang,  inert  of  .he 
rail  oad  backs  in  the  citv.  It  is  il.iln.ed  (hat 
theie  should  not  lea  double  track  ontrcmont 
street  above  Poyl  ton  street.  In  view  of  th"  nar- 
rowne  s  of  the  street,  the  present,  lo  at. on  of  the 
station  will  have  to  be  nmovei'.  Ex)  erts  sav 
there  are  t.ftv  years'  1  fe  in  :  II  tho  e  trees  except 
one.  The. r  loots  drawh'fe  from  s o  1  which  is  al- 
mo  t  sacred.  If  ihe  conveiiei.ee  of  pedestrians 
doe  not  call  for  ilns  n  movrl,  arc  theie  cry  oilier 
rgauments  in f avor  of  it?  V  hen  the  attack  was 
made  on  them  before,  the  argument  cf  incorgiu- 


FEBRUARY       24 


18  7  4. 


86 


ous  ruraliiv  wns  brought  forward.    They  may  be 

incongruous,  but  they  are  certainly  a  relief  to  the 
eye  after  gazing  on  the  biick  walls.  The  senti- 
mental aremncni    in  Ihr-    ca-own-    I  lir-    same  I  ha  t 

the  speaker  had  made  at  the  state  House  for  the 
old  South  Church,  it  is  bestto  spare  these  feat- 
ures of  historic  Baton  as  long  a-  possible.    The 

trees  are  hi.-toric  features  on  the  f.n  e  of  ol  I  Bos- 
ton, and    should    not    he    saci  ilic  od  to  the  eonven- 

Mr.  Peter  T.  liuiner  was  impressed  with  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Quincy  in  regard  to  historic  Po-ton. 
He  alluded  to  the  veneration  of  people  for  old 
tre'H.  The  Paddock  elms  had  been  seen  by  men 
of  the  la  t  and  present  century;  Adams  and  Han- 
cock had  walked  beneath  them;  and  today  they 
are  a  beautiful  ensemble  of  a  thrifty  tree.  '1  hey 
identify  us  with  the  remains  of  our  ancestors  in 
the   Granary   Burying   Giound — and     what     more 

beautiful  object  could  be  put  at  the  entrance  to 

thatspot?  He  had  often  looked  at  and  admired 
the  pietty  groups  of  people  standing  theie;  ic  is  a 
resting  place  —  why  shouldn't  there  he  some 
regard  for  the  poetical  feature  ot  lfc?  Mr.  Ho- 
mer clo  ed  by  repeating  the  I  a  mi  liar  lines, "Wood- 
man; spare  that  trie,"  etc.,  adapted  to  the  occa- 


Mr.  E.  S.  Rand,  Jr., 

said  that  if  it  is  necessary  to 

move  the  trees  for  a  | 

ul. lie  improvement  they  will 

have  to  go,  hut  thev 

have  a   right  to  remain  until 

such  removal  is  calle 

I  for.    He  could  not  see  that 

they    are    all    deca\e 

d.    Two   only   are    decayed. 

They  have  not  been 

reated  faiily.    '1  he  two  uead 

he  coiioition  thev  aie  now  if 

they  had  been  propel 

v  in  ati-il.     ii   a  little  care  is 

bestowed  upon  them 

low  it  is  not  too  late  to  pre- 

serve   them   for  futu 

ce  years.    '1  he  speaker  said 

the  total  width  of  the 

Sidewalk  on  the  west  side  is 

bit  en  feet  eight  incl 

es  ;  the  average  diameter  of 

the  irees  is  three  feet 

-ix    inchc,    leaving   a   side- 

walk  of  iivi  lve  feet  t\ 

o inches,  while  the  width  of 

ck,    Ml    peo,  le    had    passed    on   the  west- 
side,    including    those     who    were     waiting 


cars.  During  the  same  time 
twenty-eight  hundred  peOj  le  passed  on  the  east- 
el  ly  side.  Alderman  Stebbins  called  Mr. 
Rand's  attention  to  the  report  of  the  police, 
that  between  7  A.M.  and  7  P.  M.,  35,60  I  persons 
had  passed  on  the  west  side.     Mr.  Rand    said    the 

trees  wei  e  fine  samples  of  the  English  elm.    The 

English  elm  naturally  begins  to  decay  at  the  top. 
The  attack  has  always  been  made  when  the  trees 
are  looking  worst,  i  here  are  hundreds  who  have 
been  thankful  for  the  shade  they  afforded  in  sum- 
mer, who  would  regret  to  see  them  removed. 
"Whence  these  petitions  spring  he  could  not  say, 
but  he  thought  the  names  of  the  remonstrants 
ought  10  have  great  weight.  They  represent  mil- 
lions of  taxable  property.  They  aie  not  those 
who  would  carele  fly affix  their  names  to  any  peti- 
tion or  remonstrance.  He  also  appeared  for  the 
Ma  sachusetts    Hortic  ultural    Society. 

Mr.  \V.  C.  Strong,  President  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Horticultural  Society,  said  there  had  been  a 
great  unanimity  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  in 
that  society.  All  the  trees  but  two  could,  with 
fair  treatment,  be  made  to  last  fif  ly  years.  It  is 
not  as  though  the  place  hail  high  walls  on  both 
side  s  of  the  street.  Su>  h  fine  specimens  of  trees 
are  an  ornament  to  property,  and  an  open  space 
would  be  very  muc  h  less  desirable. 

Mr.  Geoige  15.  Emerson  spoke  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  matter;  he  had  admired  the  trees  for  fifty 
years  or  more,  and  remembered  the  impression 
they  made  upon  him  when  he  first  came  to  Boston; 
There  are  thousands  who  rarely  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  what  is  beaut  nil  in  trees,  the 
English  elm  is  one  of  the  grandest  trees  in 
the  wo  Id,  covers  itself  with  an  abundant, 
beautiful  foliage  and  holds  it  longer  than  any 
other.  He  bad  r»?-}p  arke'l  '"'hen  he  fir.d  came  to 
the  city,  "Have  you  seen  those  old  elms?  and  if 
you  have  not,  you  had  better  see  them."  This  feel- 
ing of  reverence  is  not  a  mere  whim.  It  belongs 
to  some  of  the  noblest  qualities  of  human  nature. 
Th.oughout  Europe  the  highe  t  people  are  the 
greatest  lovers  of  trees.  In  England  every  gen- 
tleman is  a  friend  of  trees,  and  nor,  one  wou'l  1  con- 
sent to  part  with  Ooe  of  these  if  he  had  them.  In- 
stead of  destroying,  it  would  he  much  better  to 
improve  them.  Once  he  found  men  cutting  the 
roots  <  lose  to  .he  surface;  they  were  literally  de- 
stroying the  trees,  whose  loots  are-  not  deep  under 
the  surface  of  the  earth.  He  did  not  believe  the 
trees  hinder  the  walkers  there;  they  divide  the 
current.  One  impediment  in  walking  the  street  is 
that  all  people  do  not  keep  to  the  right.  He  would 
pull  oown  tne  heavy  wall   between   the   trees   and 


fen 


light  gain  strength  from 


the  soil  beyond,  fn  conclusion,  he  would  say  that 
what  favors  the  sentiment  of  beauty  is  more  im- 
portant to  the  character  of  a  people  than  any 
mere  addition  of  dollars  and  cents.    In    reply  to 

Al  leniian  (  lark,  Mr.  Emerson  said  it  would  be  an 
improvement  to  throw  a  part  of  the  burying 
grotin  I  in  o  the  street. 

Mr.  .John  I).  Bryant  agreed  with  the  last  speak- 
er. This  is  the  second  time  these  trees  have  been 
placed  in  jeopardy  of  life.  They  stand  there,  as 
the  i  etitioners  say,  a  sentiment  against  progress. 
He  referred  to  previous  petitions  and  previous 
acts  of  the  Hoard,  and  the  escapes  which  the  trees 
had  had.  In  this  case  the  committee  reported 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  w  ithdraw,  but 
some  extraordinary  influence  must  be  at  work  to 
insist  on  their  removal.  One  reason  is  sufficient 
to  settle  the  matter;  that  is,  the  majority  of  the 
people  oppo-.  lie-  removal,  which  is  not  required 
by  public  convenience.  After  remonstrances  so 
numerous  and  weighty,  they  should  be  allowed  to 
remain  a  thing  of  beauty,  ornament  and  grace 
forever.  Citizens  have  to  come  and  repeat  their 
arguments  and  contend  against  the  secret,  potent 
influence  at  work.  He  had  noticed  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  Metionolitan  Railroad  had  put  its 
tracks  into  every  new  Iv-widenecl  street,  except  in 
the  burnt  district,  and  he  had  no  doubt  this  re- 
moval would  be  a  great  convenience  to  that  cor- 
poration. 

Hon.  .Mar-ball  I".  Wilder  I  bought  that  so  much 
had    been    well  said    that  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to 

add  a  word.    He  heartily  indorsed  every  word  in 

favor  of  the  perpetuit\  of  these  historic  old  trees. 
Mr.  Emerson  has  spoken  of  the  sentiment— the 
speaker  believed  it  to  be  a  moral  and  religious 
one.  lie  claimed  to  belong  to  the  progressive 
class,  and  if  lie  thought  the  time  had  come-  for 
their  r  moval,  he  would  say  amen;  but  no  such 
exigency  has  arrived.  Those  trees  could  be  per- 
petuated half  a  century  longer.  Two  or  three 
are  eyesores,  which  ought  to  be  removed,  but 
they  are  not  dangerous.  In  reply  to  Alderman 
Clark,  he  said  he  could  not  -ee  why  I  bey  were  any 
great  obstruction  to  public  travel.  The  widening 
of  Tretnont  street  has  been  a  great  benefit  to  the 
public,  but  tlnre  are  special  considerations  which 
must  be  taken  into  account.  He  believed  a  street 
of  forty  or  forty-liv  e  feet  wide  better  for  business 
than  one  eighty  or  a  hundred  feet.  There  would 
undoubtedly  be  more  room  to  have  the  trees  re- 
moved, but' he  could  not  say  that  their  removal 
woul  1  be  a  great  improvement  to  Trernont  street. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  keeping  the  old  trees  in 
the  centre  of  Franklin  street.  Of  the  present 
trees  he  thought  two  should  be  removed. 

Rev.  Cyrus  A.  Rartol  thought  the  opinion  of  the 
experts  heard  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Board. 
The  greatest  objection  is  that  they  are  an  obstruc- 
tion, but  he  had  been  informed  that  the  people 
who  are  most  obstructed  want  to  continue  to  be 
obstructed  in  that  way.  He  thought  the  trees 
more  than  paid  for  the  obstruction  by  their  pro- 
tection of  people  from  the  sun  in  warm  weather. 
The  country  would  be  better  if  then'  were  not  so 
many  people  driving  along  like  Jehus;  a  little 
moderation  would  be  a  great  benefit.  The  beau- 
tiful flowers  on  the  Public  Garden  may  as  well  be 
considered  an  obstruction  as  those  trees.  He  be- 
lieved that  sentiment  planted  and  nourished 
them;  why  should  not  sentiment  retain  them? 
These  trees  are  like,  and  remind  us  of  old  people, 
and  when  the  poet  wrote  those-  beautiful  lines  he 
probably  had  something  like  the  veneration  for 
old  people  in  his  mind.  It  is  a  doctrine  that  those 
who  cannot  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  community 
should  be  removed;  he  hoped  it  would  not  heap- 
plied  in  this  case.  Those  trees  would  lie  sadly 
missed  if  taken  .away,  but  he  did  not.  think  they 
obstructed  the  pa  — age  there  any  more  than  many 

other  things.  Two  things  should  weigh  with  the 
Board;  first,  the  opinion  of  these  experts,  these 
lovers  of  natural  beauty;  .and,  second,  the  real 
honest  feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  population. 

Dr.  Oliver  Wench  11  Holmes  said  he  came  at  the 
request  of  others  to  show  his  sympathy.  He  had 
a  fondness  for  trees.  Walking  to  (  hurch  hard  by, 
the  obstruction  he  met  with  was  not  at  the  trees, 
but  at  the  door-  of  Park-street  Church  and  Tre- 
mont  Temple,  it.  was  not  so  pleasant  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  a  crowded  congregation  as  to  cross 
over  and  pass  under  the  shade  of  these  trees. 
Some  of  these  trees  can  be  kept  for  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred years  or  more.  He  presumed  many  people 
had  made  pilgrimages  to  the  Charter  Oak.  A 
grand  old  elm  is  an  object  to  which  many  pilgrims 

or  statue.  This,  sentiment  ia  growing  L 
this  community.  The  duty  of  this  genera- 
tion is  to  stop  this  destruction.  There  has  been 
authorized  ami  committed  by  the  public  author- 
ities of  this  city  such  barbarism  as  would  hor- 
rify any  European.    Shall  we  go  on  with  that  sys- 
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trill,  or  preserve 
the  church  in  v 
the  crown  and  n 
away.  They  w 
The-e  trees  aic  ; 
Hie  past.  He  o 
In imiih;  fevwarc 


relics'.'  At 


r  that  hail  passed 
as  historic  relics, 
decaying  relics  of 
the  .subject  being 
when  the  elms  are 
ina  state  of  beggary;  waittill  June  20,  when  the 
weather.isb.or,  audlel  the  Hoard  adjourn  to  the 
mall,  and  it  ■  h-y  would  then  vote  to  cut  them 
down  h  ■  would  grind  the  axe.  Alderman  Steb- 
liins  a-ked  what  his. ore  incidents  wire  round  ted 
with  the  elm  ,  ami  Dr.  Holmes  replied  that  it  is 
the  time  which  they  recalled.  He  did  not' 
care  whether  Air.  l'addoek  was  a  Tory  or  not. 
George  B.  Baldwin,  one  of  the  petitioners  for 
the  removal,  paid  a  tribute  to  the  reputation  of 
he  previous  speakers,  and  said  he  felt    that  the 


quence,  and  almost  thought  himself  in  a  street 
with  winding  paths  bordered  with  howers.  This 
wa-  a  case  of  poetry  and  sentiment  against  the 
public  good— whieh  of  the  two  shall  lie  served? 
In  going  to  and  from  business  he  was  dependent 
in  a  great,  measure  on  the  horse  cars,  and  all  the 
poetry  and  sentiment  had  been  taken  out  of  him 
by  running  into  one  of  the  trees  in  his  hurry  to 
catch  a  ear.  If  tho-e  tiers  were  cut  off  twenty-live 
feet  from  the  ground  they  would  be  pronounced  a 
nuisance  by  every  one.  There  is  a  small  portion 
of  the  sen  on  when  they  are  beautiful.  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Fad  lo  k  was  aii  old  rebel  robs  the  trees 
of  very  much  of  their  historical  interest.  In  regard 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  (Juincy,  that  perhaps  there 
would  be  only  one  track  on  Tremont  street,  he 
would  as  ;  oini  think  the  Board  would  take  up  the 
railroad  track  entirely  as  to  leave  only  one.  He 
expected  to  see  the  street  widened  aud'four  tracks 
put  down  to  accommodate  public  travel.  The 
que  tion  is  whether  the  Board  should  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  poety  and  sentiment  or  the  public 
good,  and  he  was  willing  to  trust  the  judgment  of 
the  Board. 

Mr.  Peter  T.  Homer  read  a  warrant  for  a  town 
meeting  in  Boston  on  the  31th  of  March,  1771,  to 
show  how  the  fathers  respected  the  Common  and 
other  public  places. 

Mr.  Edward  Wins  low  said  it  was  a  practical 
que;  tion.  A  majority  of  the  people  will  undoubt- 
edly take  a  practical  view  of  it.  This  practical 
tendency  ha  ,  aheady  obliterated  a  great,  many  of 
the  historic  monum  "nts  of  the  past,  and  this  is  a 
reason  why  we  shoul  I  do  all  that  we  can  to  retain 
them.  He  agree  1  with  Al  lernian  Clark's  sugges- 
tion to  move  the  wall  back,  which  would  give 
nourishment  to  the  roots  of  the  trees.  All  trees 
.are  more  or  less  conducive  to  health,  it  is  well 
known,  'the  obstruct  ions  there  are  much  less 
than  on  the  other  side.  If  the  venders  of  soda 
and  peanuts  were  removed  there  would  be  no 
com:  laint.  He  had  consulted  the  opinion  of  many 
ladies,  and  had  yet  to  find  one  who  favored  the 
removal.  He  hoped  an  effort  would  be  made  first 
to  preserve  the  trees.  He  should  put  aside  all 
sentiment,  and  hoped  some  eonipiomise  would  be 
made. 

Mr.  George  S.  Derby  favored  the  removal  of  the 
trees.  If  any  candid  man  were  to  visit  the  Bad- 
dock  elms  about  six  o'clock,  and  see  one  portion 
of  the  crowd  trying  to  force  thenwlves  up  town, 
and  another  trying  to  force  themselves  down 
town,  while  still  another  portion  try  to  stand  still 
until  they  can  get  into  a  horse  car,  that  can- 
did per  on  must  admit  that  those  trees  should  be 
removed.  '1  he  upper  1  mbs  are  in  many  cases 
dead,  and  there  is  danger  of  their  falling  upon  the 
pa-sersby.  Take  the  trees  away,  and  the  sun- 
ligh'.  will  soon  tiring  out  the  branch  ■*  of  the  trees 
on  th3  burial  ground  so  that  they  will  give  shade 
on  the  street.  Something  better  than  these  old 
worn-out  trees  snould  be  preserved  as  historical 
relics.  It  is  urged  that  they  will  stand  fifty  years 
or  more ;  but  is  thai  a  good  'rea-on  for  not  remov- 
ing them?  Every  great  public  improvement 
meets  with  objection;  all  the  great  improvements 
in  this  city  have  be  it  accomplished,  but  the  skies 
have  not  fallen,  and  the  people  appreciate  their 
effects. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  speak,  the  <  hairman  said 
the  hearing  would  be  considered  closed. 

The  minority  report,  with  an  order  for  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  to  remove  the  trees  forth- 
with, having  been  substituted  for  the  majority 
report  (leave  to  the  petitioners  to  withdraw),  the 
que -'tion  was  on  the  pa-sage  of  said  order. 

Al  terman  Cutter  moved  that  th  i  whole  subject 
be  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  o.i  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Al  lerman  I  lark— I  hope  it  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted. The  suliject  was  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee and  by  them  thoroughly  investigated.  If  recom- 
mitted it  will   doubtless   receive   the   same  treat- 


ment that  it  receh  cd  before  at  tlieir  hands.  It  wil 
only  cause  delay,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  be  put 
upon  its  passage  this  afternoon.  I  regret  exceed- 
.ii  gly  that  evidence  of  a  stronger  nature  has  not 
been  presented  why  we  should  not  remove  these 
trees;  but  I  have  heard  no  reason  given  which 
should  change  my  mind  or  that  of  any  member  of 
this  Board.  1  was  certainly  surprised  to  hear  the 
first  gentleman  who  spoke 'bring  up  the  argument 
that  the  Met,  o,  olitaii  Ifailroacl  Company  are  the 
projectors  of  the  petitions  for  the  removal  of 
those  trees.  I  do  not  know  that  the  directors,  or  a 
single  person  who  owns  any  stock  in  that  road, 
have  even  signed  a  petition  for  the  removal,  or 
have  said  a  word  in  favor  of  it  to  any  member  of 
this  Board.  The  petitions  were  got  up  by  people 
who  are  generally  in  favor  of  street  improve- 
ments. For  myself,  1  cannot  stand  here  ai.d  vote 
away  ten  millions  i  f  dollars  of  the  public  money 
for  the  improvement  of  the  streets  of  Bo -ton,  as  f 
have  done,  and  allaw  such  an  obstruction  in  the 
streets  as  is  shown  in  that  drawing,  and  which, 
were  it  in  any  other  shape  than  these  trees, 
these  remonstrants  would  sign  a  petition  to 
have  removed.  I  do  not  propo  e  to  make  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  their  removal,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  reeds  any.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  Col- 
onel Wilder  make  so  feeble  a  speei  h  against  their 
removal.  I  imagine  that  if  he  had  come  here  to 
argue  in  favor  of  the  removal  we  should  have 
hearl  a  different  argument.  He  knows  that  they 
must  be  removed,  and  that  if  we  do  our  duty  v\e 
shall  vote  to  have  them  cut  down.  I  am  not  en- 
tirely devoid  of  sentiment.  Even  Mr.  Emerson 
acknowledges  that  the  trees  are  an  impediment  to 
travel  on  the  sidewalk,  and  suggests  that  we  take 
down  a  part  of  the  wall  and  widen  the  sidewalk 
instead  of  cutting  down  the  trees.  I  suggest, 
whether  it  is  best  to  take  part  of  the  bury- 
ing ground,  or  cut  down  the  trees.  I  admit 
that  John  Hancock  and  John  Adams  may 
have  passed  by  those  trees.  Well,  sir,  in  the 
Mayor's  room  i  an  be  seen  a  representation  of  Tre 
moid,  street  as  it  was  in  1I10  e  days.  1  know  Colonel 
Wilier  would  not  want  to  see  Tremont  street  as  it 
was  two  hundred  years  ago ;  he  is  too  much  in 
favor  of  progress.  I  am  rot  in  fa\  or  of  touching 
a  single  tree  on  the  Common  unless  public  con- 
veiiic.ee  demands  it;  when  that  time  comes  I 
shall  I  e  glad  to  make  the  improvement.  I  was 
gla  1  to  h ;ar  Colonel  Wilder  say  he  thought  the 
widening  of  Tremont  street  was  a  great  improve- 
ment, because  some  oulciv  was  made  against  it. 
Who  doubts  that  the  cutt  ng  off  of  Boyhto.i  street 
was  not  judicious,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
done?  and  yet  there  was  a  great  outcry  against 
it.  There  are  a  great  many  gc.tlemen  present 
who  would  be  glad  to  express  their  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  removal,  but  they  do  not  choo-e  to 
come  forward  and  give  i  heir  views.  So  we  must 
act  as  we  think  be.-t.  The  petitioners  present  have 
not  been  as  numerous  as  the  lemonstrants,  be- 
cause tho  e  who  signed  the  petitions  are  active 
business  men,  eveiy  one  of  whom  is  usually  em- 
ployed at  tbi-  time  of  dav;  but  if  a  vote  were  to 
be  taken,  I  have  no  doubt  time-fourths  of  the  en- 
tire voting  population  would  decide  to  have  the 
trees  removed,  (be  thing  has  been  lo.-t  sight  cf. 
It  has  been  admitted  by  the  remonstrants  that 
three  of  these  trees,  at  least,  are  dangerous  to  the 
public,  and  ought  to  be  removed.  Now  it  is  well 
known  that  if  a  limb  shoul !  be  blown  from  one  of 
tho.e  tiees  and  lueak  a  man's  or  a  woman's  arm, 
the  city  would  be  liable  for  the  damage  so 
done.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  If 
there  is  any  necessity  of  bringing  the  proof, 
numerous  letters  can  be  produced  lo  show 
that  those  trees  are  so  decayed  that  they  are  cian- 
geieus,  and  mai  y  gc  ntlemen  can  be  biought  for- 
ward to  show  that  limbs  have  fallen  off  .h  j:.e  trees 
that  wool  i  have  killed  a  person  had  th  y  struck 
him  o.i  the  head.  These  facts  ai e  susceptible  of 
proof.  There  are  cases  of  this  kind  which  occur 
every  year,  to  sav  nothing  of  the  obstruction  they 
areoiuhe  sidewalk.  They  are  dangeious  to  pub- 
lic travel  and  Idonotthtnklstate  ic  wiongly  when 
1  sav  that  they  are  a  constant  source  of  ai.x.ety  to 
the  1'olice  Department.  For  these  reas  cms  1  think 
that  a  recommittal  of  the  subject  t  o  the  commit- 
tee will  result  precisely  as  it  did  be  fore.  One  of 
those  gentlemen  who  have  remo.suated  seems 
to  take  the  ground  that  the  leport  of  a  majority 
must  be  adopted,  irrespective  of  the  ft  clings 
of  the  entire  Board,  rt  is  not  unfrequent 
that  the  minority  report  is  adopted  m  ricf- 
erence  to  that  of  the  majority.  I  wdl  state 
further  that  had  this  matter  been  sent  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  the 
great  majority  woi.ld  ha\  e  been  in  favor  of  the  re- 
moval. 1  tio  not  believe  that  ihis  immense  )  ower 
behind  tli'e  thione  is  the  Meuopolhan  Iladtoad. 
I  do  i  ot  know  that  that  corpora. ion  has  asked  to 
have  the  trees  removed;  they  have  not  requested 
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it  of  me.  Horse  railroads  are  a  necessity,  and  I 
am  in  favor  of  granting  them  certain  privileges. 
Boston  is  indebted  for  much  of  her  growth  and 
prosperity  in  the  last  ten  years  to  her  horse  rail- 
Tonds. 

Mr.  Emerson  said  he  wished  to  correct  Alder- 
man Clark.  He  proposed  thit  the  wall  should 
be  removed  for  the  benefit  of  the  trees,  and  that 
the  wall  should  he  replaced   by  an  iion  fence. 

Aldernan  tlaik — One  other  thing  I  will  state. 
When  this  subject  first  came  up,  among  others 
who  sigi.ed  the  remonstrance  was  a  gentleman 
will  known  as  a  business  man  in  this  city.  It  was 
Mr.  Andrew  T.  H;  11;  he  headed  th?  remonstrants, 
and  ic  was  his  name  th  it  led  me  to  suggest  that  a 
herring  be  given.  The  next  season  i  met  Mr. 
Hall,  and  he  aid  to  me  that  those  tn  es  ought  to 
he  cut  down  ;  that  they  were  an  immense  mil-  ance. 
Al. hough  he  did  sign  "th?  remote  trance  he  consid- 
ered those  trees  a  nuisance  and  an  obstruction  to 
public  travt  1.  Among  other  reasons  for  cutting 
them  downis  that  it  will  1st  th?  sunlight  into  the 
burying  gi  onnd  and  improve  the  tiees  there.  This 
year  Mr.  Hall  ha;  signed  the  petition  for  their  re- 
moval, ar.d  were  he  not  under  a  physician's  caro 
he  would  be  here  to  lay  to  advocate  it. 

Alderman  Power — 1  agree  with  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  spoken,  that  the  Met  opolitan  Rail- 
road are  not  the  instigators  cf  this  movement 
against  those  trees,  lip  to  the  pre  ent  time  there 
has  never  been  a  petition  f .  om  that  or  any  o.her 
company  in  favor  of  th"  removal,  and  1  doubt 
very  much  whether  any  petition  ever  would  have 
come  here  were  it  not  started  in  this  City  Hall,  by 
members  of  this  Government.  When  this  sub- 
ject was  first  started  this  year,  a  gentleman  had 
prepared  an  order  to  have  the  trees  cut  down,  but 
it  was  suggested  that  ho  had  better  wait  and  get 
up  a  petition,  which  would  give  it  more  force. 
That  accounts  for  the  petition  coming  here  at  this 
time.  The  petitioners  hid  to  be  sought  out,  and 
argument  had  to  be  used  1oget  them.  The  re- 
monstrants have  come  without  any  seeking.  They 
are  gentlemen  who  carefully  scrutinize  every 
document  before  affixing  their  names  to  it.  If 
the  gentleman  oppo-ite  (Al  leiman  (  lurk)  thinks 
that  three-fourths  of  the  peo.de  will  vote  for  the 
removal  of  ihose  trees,  why  this  haste?  "Why  not 
give  the  people  a  chance  to  express  their  opinion 
on  it?  Why  not  give  tln-m  a  chance  to  vote  upon 
it?  If  public  s 'i.tinient  is  indicated  by  the  pro- 
portion of  the  number  of  pe.itioners  to  the  re- 
monstrants, it  is  plain  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
community  are  against  cutting  them  down.  I 
think  that  some  new  features  have  arisen  here 
today.  A  gentleman  has  made  a  suggestion, 
which,  if  carried  out,  may  please  all  parties.  It  is 
propo  ed  that  the  wall  can  he  removed  without 
inte.f  ring  with  the  graveyard,  or  in  any 
way  wound  the  feelings  of  those  who  rever- 
ence that  spot.  Some  arrangement  of  that 
kind  might  be  made,  and  therefore  theie  is 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committ  e  on  C<  mmon  and  Square  ,  or  to  the 
Joint  Committee.  Why  ooes  rot  the  gentleman 
consent  to  try  that?  Why  this  haste  when  we 
have  evidence  that  only  two  of  the  trees  are  de- 
cayed. As  I  have  said  before,  thi-  matter  has 
never  been  brought  up  here  except  when  the  trees 
have  looked  their  worst.  M  hy  is  it  never  tried 
when. they  look  beautiful  and  aie  in  foliage?  It 
would  appear  to  everybody  that  they"  have  been 
wilfully  blighted — that  some  people  have  had  a 
design  upo. i  tho-e  trees;  they  have  been  cut  and 
hacked,  as  it  seems  to  me,  with  the  design  of  kill- 
ing instead  of  improving  them.  'J  he  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  danger  from  thoe  tree- .  Why 
there  is  danger  of  a  house  blowing  down; 
chimneys  often  blow  down;  we  walk  in  constant 
danger— an  t  that  is  just  as  much  an  argument 
against  any  of  the  rii.e  buildings  on  the  putlic 
streets.  All  this  matter  has  be^n  gone  through 
with  bi  fore,  and  1  suppose  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Board,  ihere  is 
no  reason  for  haste,  if  the  members  desiie  to 
give  fair  play.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  order 
should  be  rushed  through  at  this  time.  If  the 
gentleman  opposite  deshes  that  it  should  go  to 
the  Jou'-t  committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  I 
have  no  objection,  but  it  ill  becomes  this  Board 
to  pass  an  order  to  cut  down  1ho-e  trees  in  the 
face  of  the  remonstrants  who  have  appeared  here. 
We  have  been  sent  here  bv  the  eiti,  en.-  of  Boston, 
and  intrusted  with  the  affairs  of  this  municipal 
corporation,  to  act  as  we  think  best.  \et, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  pais  an  order  of 
this  kind,  to  which  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston  are  opposed,  1  say  this  Board  ought  to 
have  respect  for  them,  and  look  well  into  this 
matter  bi  fore  tin  v  go  in  direct  oppos  ition  to  the 
wishes  of  nine-tenth  ;  of  the  citizi  n-.  Therefore, 
1  hope  the  matter  will  be  recommitted  to  the  J  oint 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 


Alderman  Clark— We  have  been  accused  of  de- 
lay in  this  matter.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
thing  has  been  brought  up  here  year  after  year 
and  we  have  done  nothing.  This"  argument  of 
haste  is  one  that  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
brings  up  when  anything  that  he  opposes  is 
likely  to  be  carried.  It  is  true  that  we 
are  the  trustees  of  the  municipality,  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  act  according  to  our  best 
judgment.  '  I  have  great  respect  for  the  re- 
monstrants; many  of  them  are  good  clergymen, 
but  they  would  not  make  good  superintendents 
of  sewers  and  streets.  We  have  the  entire  Com- 
mission on  Streets  in  our  favor,  and  it  is  known 
that  the  Superintendents,  of  Sewers  and  Streets 
and  the  Chief-of -Police  think  the  trees  should  be 
removed.  One  subject  has  been  alluded  to,  to 
which  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  reply.  It 
is  that  had  the  trees  received  proper  attention 
they  would  not  have  been  in  their  present  condi- 
tion. That  was  intended,  I  presume,  for  myself, 
I  having  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  for  the  last  two  years.  "I  he  fact  is  those 
trees  have  been  pruned  of  their  rotten  limbs  so 
of  ten  that  there  is  nothing  It  ft  but  the  bodies  to 
be  trimmed.  They  have  received  so  much  care 
already  that  there  is  nothing  left  to  trim  except 
the  trunks.  If  they  have  become  the  receptacle 
of  horse  shoes,  it  has  been  very  recently.  They 
have  certainly  received  great  cure.  I  un'terstoad 
Mr.  Emerson  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  im- 
provement to  cut  down  the  wall. 

Mr.  Emerson — I  did  not  propose  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  admit  that,  sir,  but  I  only 
wished  to  show  the  fact.  I  suppose  that  some 
of  the  remonstrants  think  it  would  be  a  uecided 
improvement  to  Tremont  street  to  cut  thiough 
from  Park  street  at  a  great  expense.  Here  is  an 
improvement  to  that  street  that  will  i  ot  cost  ten 
dollars,  and  yet  tho-e  people  come  here  aLd  ob- 
ject to  it.  I  was  a  little  surprised  that  the  rever- 
end  gentleman   from     Man  hester   (Dr.    Bartol) 


vocates.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  lie  belongs  to  the 
order  of  progress,  and  I  regret  that  he  does  not 
show  some  zeal  in  regard  to  this  proposed  im- 
provement cf  the  street. 

Aide-man  Cutter— I  made  this  motion  to  recom- 
mit to  the  Commi.tee  on  Common  and  Squares.  I 
think  that  enough  has  been  said  this  ;.f  oernoon. 
Certainly  my  siue  has  been  ably  sustained.  It  is 
old  men  for  counsel,  young  men  for  war.  'the  old 
men  have  given  coun'si  1  here,  and  it  is  not  due  to 
them  for  members  of  this  Board  to  get  up  here 
and  criticise  their  characters.  I  consider  it  due 
to  them  that  this  subject  shall  go  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares— the  JMnt 
Committee.  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  go 
there. 

Alderman  Clark — I  was  glad  to  hear  the  A  Her- 
man admit  that  two  or  three  of  those  trees  should 
be  removed.  He  has  always  opposed  the  removal 
of  any  of  them. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— I  made  the  motion,  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  four  or  five  be  remox  ed. 

Aldeiman  Clark — That  was  after  he  knew  they 
would  be  lemoved.  I  think  no  better  argument 
for  removal  has  been  made  than  the  remarks  of 
Colonel  Wilder. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  opposite  states 
that  the  Superintendent  of  S.iceiS  and  Sewers  de- 
sire the  removal  of  those  trees. 

Alderman  Clark— Allow  me  to  correct  the  Alder- 
man. The  Superintendent  of  Streets  thinks  they 
should  be  removed;  I  do  not  know  that  he  desires 
it. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  teen  in  contact  with 
those  gentlemen  as  of  „en  as  anybody  else,  and  I 
must,  say  that  t  never  heard  them"  express  such  an 
opinion.  If  this  matter  is  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  ( ommon  and  Squares  — 

'ihe  Chairman— The  Chair  will  remind  the  Al- 
derman that  such  a  refeience  is  not  in  order,  'the 
authority  is  conferred  by  the  statute  upon  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aldeiman  Power— It  seems  possible  that  some- 
thing might  be  done  which  might  be  satisfactory 
to  everybody— that  some  improvement  might  be 
made  there,  that  more  room  might  be  made  there, 
and  that  those  trees,  which  axe  in  a  thrifty  con- 
dition, might  remain  and  the  decayed  ones  re- 
moved. Therefore,  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  re- 
committed. 

Alderman  Claik  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  it  was  ordered. 

Aldeiman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
commit upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
aud  the  motion  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 
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Nays— Alilcrmcn  Brooks-,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Prescott,  Slclibins,  Worthington— 7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  was  taken,  and  it  was 
lost — yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigclow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  this  seems  to  come  under 
the  head  of  the  l'aving  Department  I  move  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Al  lermau  Clark— I  raise  the  point  that  the  mo- 
tion is  not  in  order. 

The  Chair  luled  the  point  well  taken,  and  de- 
clared the  motion  out  of  order. 

The  order  for  the  removal  of  the  trees  forthwith 
was  then  passe  1— yeas  8,  nays  4,  a-  follows:— 

Yeas— Aldermen  Biooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Uigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pow- 
er—4. 

Aldeiman  "Worthington  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vole,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  am  sorry  to  see  gentlemen 
exercise  so  much  haste  in  this  mattei,  to  cut  off 
the  rights  of  the  minority.  Tho-e  trees  have  stood 
there  for  a  century  ;  why  should  such  a  motion  as 
that  be  made  in  this  Board  at  this  time?  Let  us 
have  some  respect  for  those  trees,  and  not  cut 
them  down  tonight.  There  is  no  necessity  for  it. 
I  am  sorry  to  ;ee  this  motion  made  to  cut  off  the 
rights  of  the  minority.  I  trust  the  vote  will  be 
reconsidered. 

Alderman  Power — I  trust  the  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered. It  seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  should 
have  more  respect  for  the  remonstrants  than  to 
pur.-ue  this  course.  Why  this  haste?  Does  it  not 
show  conclusively  that  theie  is  something  under- 
lying this  besides  the  public  good- that  there  is 
some  private  axe  to  be  ground?  f  hope  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  will  prevail. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider— yeas  4,  nays  8, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigclow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
—4. 

Nay;— Al  lernien    Brooks,    (lark,    Emery,   Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  W'- "tlungtoii— 8. 
ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATIONS. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Committee  onFinance— 
Report  on  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  with  an  accompanying  order  authorizing 
a  loan  of  $260,000  to  be  added  to  a  prior  loan  of 
$1, ! .00,000  for  t lie  extension  of  \\  ashii  gton  street 
to  riaymarket  square,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the 
order  passed— veas  12,  nays  0. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Stteets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Report  that  an 
additional  loan  of  $1,020,000  will  be  required  to 
complete  the  plan  of  street  improvements 
instituted  in  the  district  binned  over  by  the 
fire  in  November,  i872.  The  loans  so  far  raised 
amount  to  $5,001,170  05.  There  had  been  expended 
to  February  1,  to  pay  for  1  mil  taken  and  for  build- 
ings, $4,230,131  22.  Up  to  that  date  the  paving 
had  reached  a  co,t  of  $81,100  30.  $174  24  had  been 
paid  for  expenses  of  advertising,  etc.  These, 
in  all  amounting  to  $4,311,405  82,  left  a  bal- 
ance of  $739,770  83  from  the  original  loans. 
Against  that  balance  there  remained  unsettled 
claims  for  land  damages  estimated  at  $1,75(1,000. 
To  finish  paving  and  grading  the  streets  .•j4lio,ooo 
will  he  needed;  to  pay  for  grade  damages,  $15u,0(iO. 
The  expense  attending  the  negotiation  of  the  loan 
herein  requested  will  be  probably  some  $52,(100. 
The  total  of  these  sums  is  $2,352,000,  an  excess  of 
$1,012,220  17  over  the  remainder  of  the  original 
loans,  'lhe  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  for  an  additional  loan  of 
$1,620,000: 

ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  boriow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $1,020,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  Burnt- District  loan. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

KEPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Brooks  presented  the  annual  report 
of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings;  which  was  accept- 
ed and  sent  down. 

Number  of  Permits  Issuer/.  For  buildings  of 
brick  and  stone,  040;  for  wooden  and  frame  build- 
ings, 500;  for  repairs,  alterations  and  additions. 
1151;  total,  2319. 

Brick.  Stone  and  Iron  Buildings.  Fourteen  of 
these  buildings  were  to  be  erected  in  Ward  1,  6  in 
Ward  2,  4  in  Ward  3,  42  in  Ward  4,  313  in  Ward  5, 
17  in  WardO,  12  in  Ward  7,  11  in  Ward  8,  55  in 
Ward  9,  eleven  in   Ward  10,  33  in    Ward  11,  19  in 


Ward  12,  11  in  Ward  13,  31  in  Ward  14,  58  in  Ward 
15,  9  in  Ward  10.  Of  these  buildings,  43  were  one 
story  high,  93  were  two  stories,  118  three  stories, 
301  tour  stories,  W  five  stories,  2  six  stories,  1  seven 
Stories;  215  had  Mansard  roofs,  401  flat  roofs,  26 
pitch  roofs,  4  hip  roofs. 

Wooden  Jiuildiii'/s.  198  of  these  buildings  were 
to  be  erected  in  Ward  1 ;  49  in  Ward  7;  3  in  Ward 
10;  Sin  Ward  11 ;  236  in  Ward  12;  33  in  Ward  13; 
70  in  Ward  14 ;  170  in  Ward  15 ;  139  in  Ward  16.  178 
of  these  buildings  were  to  be  one  story  high ;  567 
two  stories;  158  three  stories;  398  were  to  have 
Mansard  roof. ■>;  287  flat  roofs;  199  pitch  roofs;  19 
hip  roofs. 

The  number  of  notices  received  during  the  year 
to  set  furnaces  and  other  heating  apparatus  was 
97.  The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
have  been  issued  to  have  repairs  aid  alterations 
made  on  them  and  additions  built  to  them,  is  1310; 
classified  as  follow,:  Repairs  and  alterations,  932; 
additons,  378.    Total,  1310. 

Inspections.  The  number  of  violations,  etc.,  in- 
vestigated and  reported  upon  was  1101,  as  follows: 
Violations  of  statute,  s:i3;  violations  of  ordinance, 
208;  total,  1101.  The  number  of  unsafe  buildings 
examined  and  reported  upon  was  112;  unsafe 
walls,  20;  unsafe  cornice,  1 ;  unsafe  girder,  1;  un- 
safe lintel,  1;  unsafe  fence,  1;  unsafe  floors,  3; 
unsafe  heating  apparalu-,  16;  dangerous  chim- 
neys, 522;  defective  flues,  7. 

Completed  Buildings.  The  whole  number  of 
brick  buil  Hogs  reported  as  being  completed  dur- 
ing the  year  is  five  hundred  and  ninctv-seven  (597), 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  sixteen  million  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($16,- 
001,225).  These  buildings  contain  three  hurdled 
and  seventy-two  (372)  stores,  and  accommodate 
four  hundred  and  eighty-four  (484)  families.  A 
less  number  of  buildings  have  oeen  completed, 
and  a  less  number  of  families  accommodated  than 
in  1872,  but  the  number  of  stores  and  the  valuation 
has  increased,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  state- 
ment : 

No.  of  No.  of 

Families  Ac-      Stores        Estimated 
eonunoihited.  Completed.         Cost. 
980  93  87,043,381 

485  372  16,001,225 

in  the  number  of  stores  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  number  of  buildings  which 
have  been  completed  on  the  "Burnt  District." 
The  work  of  rebuilding  that  district  is  rapidly 
progressing,  and  up  to  date,  two  hundred  and 
seventy-three  (273)  buildings  have  been  reported 
as  completed.  Most  of  these  buildings  are  occu- 
pied either  wholly  or  in  part. 


ber  are  roofed  in. 

The  whole  number  of  wooden  buildings  com- 
pleted during  the  year  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-one  (721),  containing  sixty-eight  (68)  stores, 
and  accommodating  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  (927)  families.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
buildings  was  two  million,  three  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  ($2,000,340). 

The  following  statement  shows  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  wooden  buildings  com- 
pleted in  lsi:i  as  compared  with  1872: 
No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Buildings    Families  Ac-       Stores       Estimated 
Completed,  ciminiiidatud.  Completed.       Cost. 

1872 1U34  1344  59  $3,147,535 

1873 721  927  08  2,UUU,S40 

The  whole  number  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  com- 
pleted in  1873  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighteen,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  eighteen 
mulion  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars. 

Conclusion.  A  marked  change  in  the  manner  of 
constructing  buildings  has  taken  place  during  the 
year.  The  use  of  wooden  exterior  finish  has  dimin- 
ished, and  non-eonil instil dc  material  substituted 
therefor.    More  attention  is  paid  to  the  setting  of 


No.  of 
Buildings 
Completed. 

1872 706 

1873 597 

The 


heating  apparatus  in  buildings;  ard  standpipes 
and  other  appliances  for  extinguishing  fires  are 
being  introduced.  Ninteen  of  the  completed 
buil  tii  gs  on  the  burnt  district  are  provided  with 
standpipes,  and  they  will  probably  be  introduced 
into  others. 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  evade  the 
regulaiion-.  ie-peciing  the  thickness  of  "vails  for 
dwelling  houses,  which  signally  failed.  We  are 
passing  through  the  same  experiences  that  other 
cities  have  passed  tin  ough  in  their  efforts  to  se- 
cure a  safe  method  of  building,  and  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  opposition  will  be  met  with,  especially 
from  persons  who  are  interested  in  erecting  cheap 
buildings  intended  to  be  sold  or  rented  as  soon  as 
built.  These  persons  claim  that  to  build  twelve- 
inch  walls  so  incieascs  the  cost  of  buildings  as  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  tenements  for  poor  peo- 
ple, and  they  therefore  want  the  thickness  re- 
duced to  eight  inches.    This  statement  is  errone- 
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ou",  for  the  difference  in  the  cost  between  eight 
ant  twelve  in.hes  of  1  rickwork  is  but  a  trir.e, 
which  becomes  insignificant  when  the  ino  eased 
security  again-t  tie  spieadtffne  and  the  loss  of 
life  by  f  li'mg  walls  is  taken  into  eo  sideratio  i. 
I:  is  quite  certain  that  r.o  reduction  of  rent-  would 
fo!l  >w  a  dimi  ution  of  the  thickness  cf  walls. 

A  large  number  of  unsafe  bu  1  lings  have  been 
examine  1  .'.uving  tue  year.  The  causes  which 
rendered  iheso  l  u'l  tings  unsafe  are  various,  but 
ari-e  piim  ip;  lly  f  om  defective  construction.  In 
many  cases  Hie  foundations  were  1  rid  on  p;les 
ulii.'h  wvienot  cut  off  at  proper  grade,  and  had 
therefore  rot  led,  cau=i  g  the  wall,  to  settle,  and 
th  owing  them  out  of  i  liimb.  Tn  o  her  cases  the 
buil  lings  were  originally  dwelling  houses  which 
had  been  rlt^e  Ifar  business  purpo-es,  without 
any  change  being  made  in  their  construction,  or 
pio.i-ion  made  for  the  increased  weight  impo  ed 
upon  th  m.  Such  brandings  become  perfectman- 
traps  in  case  <  f  fire.  In  the.  alie:  ations  which 
have  bt e  i  mule  during  th°  veai .  the  department 


ha-  endeavored  to  guard  agiin-t  a.  y  accidents  in 
th"  future,  and  a  number  of  permit-  have  been 
refn-ed  because  the  ap  licants  were  unwilling  to 
take  the  precaul  ions  require  I  by  the  department. 

The  subject  cf  fi-e  escapes  has  receive  I  consid- 
erelle  at.ention.  This  is  a  -ul  .ieet  in  which  every 
hou-f  holder  has  a  direct  interest.  If  the  number 
of  caes  in  which  lives  have  been  let  for  want  cf 
sufficient  means  of  e-cape  in  ca  e  cf  tire  were 
summed  up  ihe  result  woul  I  De  app:  lling.  This 
department  can  require  that  fire  escape  shell  I  e 
pi  ceil  upon  tenement  houe,  hotel' and  buil  l- 
ii.gs  in  which  operatives  arc  em,  loyel,  but  hive 
no  control  over  private  dwellings,  and  it  therefore 
becomes  a  pe^onal  matter  with  every  citizen  to 
see  i  hat  his  buil  ling  is  ptovi  'eel  with  -  erne  means 
ly  which  the  members  of  his  family  can  escape 
fi'oin  the  upper  stories  in  case  the  fire  prevents 
their  escaping  from  below. 

Th?  work  of  the  department  has  largely  in- 
creased during  th^>  year,  and  the  supervi-rm  of 
the  newly  acquired  territory  will  aeld  grea  ly'o 
its  duties.  In  order  to  pe  foim  the  work  piope  ly 
additional  a^fistan  e  will  le  required,  and  itis 
hoped  that  at  an  eaily  day  the  City  Council  will 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  cf  piovid- 
icg  as-  istant-mspectors  fortlie  new  district-.  The 
department  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  the 
Board  cf  Aldermen  ;11  violitions  cf  chapter  oil 
cf  th°  Law-  of  1872,  relating  to  cellars  below  the 
established  grade.  This  added  to  the  duty  im- 
posed by  law  of  giving  grades  for  cutting  piles 
renders  the  service  :  of  a  person  competent  to  per- 
form such  work  almost  imperative. 

ASSISTANT  CITY  MESSENGER. 

Notice  was  received  f  om  th  City  Messenger  of 
ihe  appo  ntment  by  h'm  of  Fo  lerH.  Spurraa 
First- Assistant  anil  Henry  B.  Lotts  as  Second- 
Arei-tent  in  his  office.  The  appointments  were 
approved. 

KJr-ORTS  FROM  THE  FIRE  COMMISSION. 

The  board  of  Fire  Commissioner? ,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petit  o  i  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
a  steam  fire  ei  gine  and  hor:  e  hose  carriage,  at 
some  point  between  iheBosioo  &  Maine  Railroad 
Depot  and  the  Cu  temi  House,  having  considered 
the  sul  ject,  repo  t  that  in  their  judgment  an  en- 
gine andho~e  carriage  should  be  placed  within 
the  points  named  without  much  delry;  and  that 
an  amount  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
land  and  buil  lii  g  shoul  11  e  added  to  the  est  mate 
of  the  Superinti  ndent  of  Pullic  Buildings  for  the 
next  financi;  1  year. 

The  board  report,  in  reference  to  the  location  of 
an  engine  house  on  Albany,  near  Dover  street, 
that  they  had  examined  "ihe  d;;trie.  and  aie 
cf  o  inion  that  anew  engine  hou:  e  is  required, 
but  that,  the  location  mentioned  is  i  ot  the  mot 
desirable.  They  re.  ommei.d  as  pn  feral  le,  tnat 
an  e.  gine  hou-e  be  locate  I  on  Hani  oa  avenue,  at 
or  near  the  co  i.er  of  13ri  tel  st  eet.  The  board 
propose,  if  their  policy  is  sustained  by  the  City 
Counc.l,  to  con  oli  late  Engine  Company  "So.  3  and 
Hose  Company  No.  2,  and  to  make  ot  them  an 
engine  company  of  i  ermauen  ly  e  mploved  men, 
which  word!  be  placed  in  the  pio2  o  e"d  house. 
They  would  further  recommend  that  1he  new 
house  be  bu  It  large  enorgh  to  contain  al  o  the 
company  an  t  ap;  aratus  cf  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3, 
which  would  in  thatevei  t  bo  move  l  from  its  pres- 
ent lo.a.ion.  They  woul  I  further  re  ommendthat 
the  present  house  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3  be 
retained  in  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department  as  a 
bud  ling  well  suite  i  for  a  repair  shop  piox  osed  to 
be  es-tal  li  he  1. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

OFFICERS  IN  CHARLESTOWN  COURT. 

On  motion  of  Al  ,e  man  Harris,  the  o:  eler  to  fix 
the  compensation  of  each  of  the  three  con'tabl  'S 
at. ending  Ihe  Muni,  ipal  Court  for(  haiies.ownDis- 
tiict,  at  $1200  per  annum,  was  taken  from  the  table. 


Alderman  Brooks— It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  a  thousand  dollars  would  amply  pay  the  offi- 
cers for  their  service-,  and  I  move  to  amend  by 
making  it  £1000  instead  of  51200. 

Alieiinan  Power— I  move  to  still  further  amend 
by  making  the  salary  5800.  I  have  a  few  figures 
which  show  conclusiVely,  to  me,  that  there  are  too 
mmy  men,  and  we  have  noth'iig  to  say  on  that 
question,  as.  the  judge  has  the  right  to  ;  elect  as 
many  as  he  pleases.  He  has  selected  three,  the 
same  number  that  thev  have  in  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict. In  the  Highland  District  there  w-ere  4091 
arrests  last  year,  wild?  in  Chaile?  town  there  wi  re 
only  2xi)i).  It  en  ly  le.piires  three  men  in  the  High- 
land District,  and  I  think  that  two  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  Charlestown.  But  as  we  have  no  voice  in 
fixing  the  number,  I  felt  lhat  the  compensation 
ought,  to  be  at  this  low  rate  in  consideration  of  the 
liglir  duties  to  le  performed. 

Alderman  Peters— Since  this  matter  was  laid 
upon  the  table  I  have  made  some  inquiries,  and 
from  all  that  I  can  learn  all  the  assistance  they 
had  in  (  hailestown,  prior  to  annexation,  was  one 
man.  But  since  annexation  the  judge  washed  to 
put  on  a  lit. le  style,  and  appointed  tw  o  more  offi- 
cers. The  committee  first  voted  to  make  the  sal- 
ary §1200.  I  th'nk  that  to  have  three  men  sit 
round  the  Charl  ■stowai  Police  Court  at  51200  a 
year  i=  a  farce.  I  think  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  f.ora  Ward  12  is  a  proper  one. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  appears  to  me  we  are  rot 
intelligemly  infoime  1  on  this  subject.  I  do  not 
want  to  do  injustice  to  any  one,  and  therefore 
move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  ou 
Salaries. 

Al  lermon  Power — I  do  r  ot  object  to  the  reference. 
I  hi ve  sought  for  some  light  an  1  have  got ; ome.    ' 

Al  lerman  Harris — I  elid  not  propose  to  say  any- 
thing em  this  matter,  because,  as  T  ha  pen  to  e  ome 
from  the  Chailsstown  District,  though  represei  t- 
ing  the  whele  city,  the  members  rf  the  board 
might  think  I  was 'personally  i  terested,  whi  hi 
am  not.  That  order,  as  originally  rei  or'.e  '.  (  omes 
from  the  Committ  eon<  ountyAci  ounts,(  f  which 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman.  It  was  the  ui  an- 
imous  sense  cf  the  committee  lhat  this  mount 
should  be  fixed.  It  simply  provides  for  the 
compensation  of  the  officers  cf  that  court, 
who  were  appo.nted  some  time  since  by  .he 
judge,  who  I  suppose  we  mart  take  for 
granted,  is  competent  to  know  what  the  require-? 
ments  of  the  court  are.  The  judge  has  fill  au- 
thority in  the  appointment  cf  these  men.  He 
stated  befo.e  the  committee  that  the  generl  busi- 
ness of  the  court  and  the  preervation  of  order 
require  the  seivices  of  the  e  men,  anel  he  was  in 
favor  of  paying  them  a  larger  s  um  than  even  the 
committee  recommen  le  1.  ihe  board  w  11  bear  in 
mind  that  all  the  fees  of  these  officers  for  serving 
writs,  etc.,  are  turned  into  the  city  treasu'  y,  and  I 
fail  to  see  where  there  i-  any  charge  or  incum- 
branee  upon  the  treasury  cf  Boston.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pacs.  I  have  suffered  it  to  lie  upon  the 
tabl?  something  like  a  month  ui  til  every  mernl  ef 
could  ge^t  familiar  with  the  sul  ject, "and  have 
been  in  hopes  1  ome  other  -number  might  move  to 
take  it  from  the  talle. 

Alderman  Power— I  made  a  mistake.  There  are 
only  two  per  ons  em  loye  1  at  the  HighLuid-Dis- 
triec  Court,  where  they  have  the  most  cas  s ,  while 
in  Cha  les.own  th  ■  number  propo-  e  1  is  th  ee.  As 
we  have  no  control  over  the  number,  we  ought  to 
put  the  price  so  that  it  will  not  encourage  the 
foisting  upon  the  city  of  officers  thai  we  have  no 
use  for.  1  hope  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Salaries.  Unless  they  can  show 
be  iter  reason  for  three  officers  than  i  can  find,  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  not  fix  the  salaiy  at  the 
rate  proposed. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  no  olj=ction  to  the 
Al  lerman  having  all  th"  light  he  wishes.  lam 
not  strenuous  about  this  matter.  Itisimmate  1  1 
tome  whether  the  offi  ers  are  paid  5800  or  $1200. 
I  simply  offered  the  order  for  the  committee,  he 
member-  of  which  seruth  ize  things  pie.fvilo-  ly. 
The  gentleman  ha=  seen  fit  to  compare  the  court 
in  Charlestown  with  that  in  Roxbu  y.  lioiot 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  former  will  be  run  as 
cheaply  as  the  latter.  In  Chaile,  town  the  court 
has  but  one  clerk  ;  in  the  Highlands  there  are  two, 
while  in  Chaile  town  the  officer-  are  compelle  1  to 
remove  the  prisoners  to  the  court  100m,  which 
they  do  not  do  at  the  H  ghl  mils. 

1  he  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  .he  Board— 7  f  jr,  i  against, 
by  a  ri-ing  vo.e. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  ATLANTIC   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received  : 

The  petition  of  ,lo  iah  Quincy  respectfully 
sheweih,  thit  petition  have  been  piespitedtb 
your  Board  f'om  th  -  Old  <  olonv  (1  'ssee-  of  ihe 
Union  Freight)  Railroad,  and  from  the  furriers 
and  market'  gar  'eners  who  bri,  g  produce  into  the 
citv,  asking  the  City  Government  10  obtain  powers 
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point  in  is  ut',  tirii'iiily  imder-lniid  the  opinion 
of  the  Solicitor,  prays  i hat  your  honorable  Board 
.will  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  you  rejected 
said  petitions,  call  on  the  City  Solicitor  for  a 
written  opinion  onaquetiou  submitted  in  writ- 
ing, and  postpone,  until  such  opinion  is  rendered, 
final  action  on  an  improvement  which,  without 
co-ting  the  taxpayers  anything,  may  be  worth 
^Trillions  to  the  mercantile  and  economical  in- 
terests and  development  of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submit. ed.  Josiaii  Quincy.  . 
"  Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  think  I  stated,  when 
this  matter  was  up  list,  that  th"  City  Solicitor 
said  there  would  be  const  i  utional  objections  to  it. 
1'stated  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  not 
be  legal  to  in  if  e  e.pii'.ildo  charges  for  the  use  of 
a  pal  IV  -'.re ■•:.  luu  1  do  no;  think  he  stated  it  so 
strongly  as  is  put  in  this  petition. 

Alderman  WOrthington— I  move  a  reconsideraj 
tion  of  th"  vote  rejecting  the  order,  and  if  it 
passes  1  will  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  in  order 
to  keep  it  alive. 

The  Chairman— The  time  has  passed  when  a  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  can  be  entertained.  The 
proper  action  would  be  a  reference  of  the  subject 
to  tnc  Committee  on  Streets. 

Onmotion  of  Al  lernian  Worth'  ng;. on  the  petition 
was  referred  10  the  Joint  Coinmiti.ee  on  Streets. 

i  THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  city 
officers  ((  it.y  Uocument  No.  26),  for  the  year  be- 
ginning April  1,  18t4. 

The  sections  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Mayor, 
Mayor's  Clerk,  City  Treasurer,  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, City  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council, 
Clerk  of  Committee  ,  City  Messenger,  City  Engi- 
neer and  City  Surveyor,  were  passed,  the  amounts 
being  the  same  as  the  present  year,  with  the  addi- 
tions for  clerk  hire  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  question  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
first  and  second  assi  tants  in  'the  City  Solicitor's! 
office  $500  each,  Al  lei  man  Cutter  desired  to  know 
Some  reason  for  th  ■  proposed  increase. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  the  committee 
were  unanimous  in  the  recommendation.  'Ihe 
genllcmen  referred  to  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
should  be  paid  as  much  as  they  could  earn  if  en- 
tirely di  connected  f.o.n  the  city.  They  do  not 
how,  as  formerly,  have  leisure  time  to  devote  to 
private  practice. 

Al  lernian  Cutter  was  sorry  no  better  argument 
had  been  offered.  It  was  uhadvi-able  to  discrim- 
inate, unless  in  the  case  of  those  who  had  been 
long  i'i  the  city's  service.  There  is  the  aged  clerk 
of  the  Common  Council;  if  there  is  any  argument 
for  increase,  it  is  applicable  to  him  as  well.  He. 
Opposed  the  propo-ed  increase. 

Allermui  S.ebbins  said  the  work  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  occupied  only  a  portion  of 
the  week,  while  the  labor  of  the  Assistant  City 
Solicitors  was  incessant,  and  they  had  been  at- 
tended with  remarkable  success.  He  had  been 
very  agreeably  surprised  at  the  ability  of  the  assist- 
ants; their  records  before  the  courts  is  good,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  lecognition. 
■  Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  recommendation 
would  be  adopted.  The  business  of  the  office  is. 
increasing,  and  the  gentlemen  arc  employed  all 
the  time. "  The  salary  named  is  not  exorbitant  for 
the  first-class  til  nit  received  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter  referred  to" the  increase  of  the 
assistant^'  salary  last  year,  which  caused  some 
jealousy,  and  th"V  divided  it  among  themselves. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  8  may  be"  a  little  better 
Acquainted  wi.h  the  first  assistant  and  may  have, 
had  some  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
salaries.  He  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  sal- 
ary of  each  .s,"(w  le-s  than  was  re  ommended, 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  still  further  amend 
bv  giviii"  the  first  assistant  $3300,  and  the  second 
$2800.    Lost. 

•Alderman  Cutter's  amendment  was  lost,  4  for 
and  3  against;  and  the  Board  voted  to  make  the 
salary  of  the  first,  assistant  $3500,  and  thatof  the 
second   '!30oo,  as  recommended. 

The  sections  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  "Water 
Registrar,  Harbor  Master,  and  Sealers  of  "Weights' 
and  Measures  the  sameas  at  present,  were  passed. 


Al  lerman  Brook  moved  to  make  the  salarie  ;  of 
the  Street  Coiniuis-ioiurs  $1000  each,  instead  of 
$3500  as  a:  present,     in  the  genflemea^oinpb  ing 
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Al  lernian  Power  thought  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners u"l(.  v.,  ]i  -at  is  tic,  I  with  their  salaries,  un- 
til the  salaries  o'f  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire 
Cm .sioners    we're    put   higher  than  theirs.    It 

woul  i  be  I e  -:cr  ]  obey  lo  cut  .town  the  others  be- 
fore increasing  the-e.  It  would  be  better  to  wait 
until  an  me  ease  js  a-ke  I  for.  It  was  not  just  the 
time  to  ii  crease  salaries. 

Alderman  Emery  was  opposed  to  making  any 
general  changes  in  salaries  at  this  time,  and  he 
did  not  know  th  it  the  Street  Commissioners  were 
dissatisfied.  There  was  an  inequality,  however, 
but  he'would  rather  decline  to  cut  down  any  sal- 
aries after  they  had  been  fixed. 

Alderman  Id'ooks  f  bought  they  shoul  1  deal  fairT 
ly  with  the  officers  of  the  City  Government.  The 
Street  Commissioners  have  more  responsibility  o» 
their  shoul  lers  than  any  other  class,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties  de- 
serves recognition. 

Alderman  Cutter  would  rather  level  the  salaries 
of  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire  .Commissioners 
down  to  that  of  the  Street  Commissioners  than 
raise  the  latter. 

Al  lerman  Brooks's  amendment  was  lost,  and 
the  salary  was  fixed  as  at  present. 

Al  lernian  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commi-siouers 
$l.soti,  the  sain  ■  as  at  present,  instead  of  $2000,  as 
recommended  bv  the  committee. 

Alderman  "Worthington  moved  to  make  it  $2501. 
The  duties  are  arduous,  they  are  admirably  dis- 
charged, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  pay  him 
well. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  gentleman  favored  the 
department  over  which  he  liad  charge.  Preference 
shoul :l  not  be  given  one  .over  another.  Things 
would  get  on  much  more  smoothly  to  let  the  sala- 
ries remain  as  last  year. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  not  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  this  clerk  any  more  than  others.  But 
when  a  man  earns  nioiiey  lie  shoul  1  have  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  other  <  derks  were 
just  as  valuable  as  this  one,  "When  we  coul  1  hire 
the  same  h<  lp  for  the  same  money,  we  are  not  do- 
ing justly  by  th?  taxpayers  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries in  these  panicky  times. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  recommendation  for 
the  increase  came  from  the  Street  <  omn.issioriers. 
The  duties  of  the  el  ak  are  very  oneious,  and  they 
are  perform  mI  intelligently  and  efficiently. 

Alderman  Worthington  s  motion  was  rejected. 

Alderman  Cutter's  amendment  was  rejected— 2 
for,  9  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  St  -bbins,  the  clause  of 
the  section  referring  to  clerical  service-  performed 
for  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Al  lerman  was 
stricken  out.  after  discussion  in  oppo.-it'ton  by 
Alderman  (utter,  and  in  favor  by  Alderman  Steb- 
bins, and  the  sum  was  fixed  at  $2000  as  recom- 
mended. 

Section  eight,  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Inspector 
of  Buil  lings  and  a-si  tants,  Was  passed. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  section  nine, 
bv  making  the  salaries  of  the  Eire  Commissioners 
S3." 00,  instead  of  $4000,  as  recommended.  Lost— 5/ 
for,  t;  against. 

'  The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  sec- 
tion as  reported,  it  was  lOit  by  a  tie  vote— 6  for 
ami  6  against. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners  at 
$3,"0H,  ami  gave  notice  that  if  it  was  carried  he 
should  move  to  make  the  sum  $4000.  It  was  but 
justice  to  the  Street  Commissioners  that  they 
should  have  the  same  salaries  as  the  Board  of 
Health  and  Fire  Commissioners;  and  undoubtedly 
some  members  had  voted  against  making  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Eire  Commissioners  -4000,  because 
that  of  the  Street  Commissioners  had  been  fixed 
at.  $3500.  He  was  in  favor  of  making  the  salaries 
equal. 

"  Alderman  Emery  was  for  standing  by  the  com- 
mittee's report,  and  he  could  hardly  see  how  th  y 
could  increase  the  salaries  unless  they  raise  those 
of  everybody  connected  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment, it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  com- 
mittee should  fix  up  a  report  to  please  everybody. 

Alderman  nrooks  supported  the  motion,  saying 
that  injustice  had  been  done  in  this  case. 

Pending  action,  the  Board,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Power,  adjourned  to  Thursday  at  1  o'clock 
P.M. 
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An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  board  of  Alder- 
men was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  ML.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  011  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  H.  Learnard,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  near  the  mar- 
ket. Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavhnj.  Sidney  bartlett 
et  at.,  that  the  beacon-street  and  other  sidewalks 
bordering  on  the  Public  Garden  may  be  made  safe 
against  danger  from  run.-'way  teams. 

F.  D.  Osgood  etal.,  that  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton street  be  given  to  that  portion  of  Shawmut 
avenue  in  Roxbuiy  and  West  Roxbuiy. 

Edmund  Rice,  to  lie  paid  for  grade  "damages   on 
Market  street,  Ward  1>);  also,    to   be    relieved    of 
betterment  assessed  by  the  town  of  Brighton. 
REMONSTRANCE. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

To  Bin  Honor  tlir  Mayor  n/nl  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  tin  ('Hi/  of  Boston  .-  Gentlemen— I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  at  the  last  regular 
meeting  of  the  boston  Society  of  Medical  Sci- 
ence the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

"Whereas,  The  public  exhibition  of  models, 
drawings,  casts,  photographs,  etc.,  such  as  form 
the  principal  attraction  at  the  so-called  "Museum 
©f  Anatomy  and  Medical  Science''  of  N.  Hallock, 
uow  open  to  the  public  on  Court  street,  and  at 
that  of  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co.,  recently  destroyed 
by  lire,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  society,  prejudi- 
cial to  public  morality  and  decency,  ami  calculat- 
ed only  to  gratify  a  morbid  eurio.-ity,  and  to  ex- 
cite unduly  the  apprehensions  of  sufferers,  real  or 
imaginary,  from  diseases  of  the  genital  organs; 
therefore 

Resolved.  That  this  society  respectfully  request 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen 
to  refuse  the  application  of  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co. 
for  a  renewal  o±  his  license  to  open  the  said  mu- 
seum, and  to  take  such  measures  as  nitty  be  neces- 
sary to  close  the  museum  of  Dr.  Hallock  without 
delay. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

James  J.  Putnam,  Secy. 

Feb.  25, 1874." 

unfinished  business. 

Order  to  pay  to  J.  W.  Gerard,  Jr.,  et  al., 
.TH'-'C'J  US,  for  land  damages  on  Williams  street, 
West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  stooo  for  rent  of  armoiy  of  Com- 
pany K,  First  Infantry,  at  Washington  Hall,  from 
January  1, 1874.    Passed— yeas  tit,  nays  0. 

Order  to  repair  Longwood-avenue  bridge  at  a 
cost  of  $750 ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Paving.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mrs.  Sarah  bed  ford  Sinn,  for  grade 
damages  on  shawmut  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  the  additional  sum  of 
.¥292  48,  for  repairs  on  Dartmouth-street  bridge. 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  and  change  certain  sewer  assess- 
ments in  Catawba,  St.  James  and  Warren  street  . 
Passed . 

REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
inHtee  on  the  Northampton-street  District — Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  'lhat  the  owners  of  landv  situated  and 
lying  within  the  district,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
bounded  northwesterly  by  Washington  street, 
southwesterly  by  Etistis  street  and  Mall  street, 
southeasterly  bv'Albany  street,  and  northeasterly 
by  Northampton  street,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
severally  notified  and  directed  to  raise  all  buildings 
and  fences  upon,  and  remove  all  obstacles  and 
rub  bish  from,  their  stud  hinds  on  or  before  the  fif- 
teen th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  so  that  the  filling 
of  the  said  lands  to  the  grade  of  twelve  feet  above 
mean  low  water  as  established  bv  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  passed  September  1,  1873, 
may  b  e  conveniently,  expeditiously  and  thorough- 
ly do  ne ;  and  in  case  any  owner  or  owners  of  the 


said  binds  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  this 
order,  the  city  will  proceed  forthwith  to  raise  said 
buildings  anil  fences,  and  remove  all  obstacles 
and  rubbish  ;  the  expense  of  doing  which  will  con- 
stitute a  lien  upon  said  lands,  and  will  be  collect- 
ed as  a  part  of  the  expense  of  tilling  said  lands,  as 
provided  bv  chapter  .ill)  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  by 
inserting  "and  occupants"  after  the  word  "own- 
ers," and  passed. 

by  Alderman  bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  A.  K.  Adams  for  leave  to  give  a  dramatic 
entertainment  at  Sumner  Hall,  March  3;  W.T.  D. 
Leavitt,  to  give  concert 
4.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris — Order  to  pay  Thomas 
Minns  and  others  «:;(;»;  25,  for  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  l'eai  1  street.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins— Order  to  pay  S.  B.  Heus- 
tis,  police  officer,  $15,  for  extra  services  at  the 
Chardon-street  Bureau.    Passed. 

THE  PADDOCK  ELMS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  in  the  execution  of  the  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  trees  on  Paddock's  Mall,  ap- 
proved on  the  25th  inst.,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  spare,  nii.il  otherwise  order- 
ed, five  of  the  most  thrifty  of  said  trees,  to  be 
designated  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Alderman 
Prescott  moved  that  it  take  its  second  reading  at 
the  piesent  session. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  effect  of  the  order  will  be. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  offered  the  order  after 
learning  the  sentiment  of  the  community  on  the 
subject.  There  are  five  of  those  trees  which  ex- 
perts say  should  be  spared,  and  allowed  to  remain. 
The  sentiment  of  the  people,  as  near  as  I  can  as- 
certain, is  that  they  shall  not  be  taken  down. 
We  gave  both  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants an  opportunity  to  be  heard;  they 
came  here  and  I  might  almost  say  ninety-nine  to 
one  were  in  favor  of  the  remonstrances.  There- 
fore we  have  not  good  ground  to  stand  on  if  we  cut 
down  five  of  those  trees.  Those  two,  on  each  side 
of  the  gateway,  should,  at  least,  be  spared.  I  can- 
not see  any  harm  in  this  Board  doing  what  a  ma- 
jority of  the  community  desire  in  this  matter. 
And,' furthermore,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
of  one  lady  who  would  vote  for  cutting  them 
down.  I  trust  the  order  will  lie  over  under  the 
rule. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  this  order  properly  1  efoie  the 
Board? 

The  Chairman— It  is. 

The  order  was  read  the  second  time  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered  on  its  passage,  it  was  rejected— yeas  4, 
nays  7— as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
-4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brook-,  Clark,  Hall,  Peters, 
1'ieseott,  Stebbins.  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  a  reconsideration,  in 
order  to  have  the  matter  settled,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider— yeas  4,  nays 
7— precisely  as  before. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  a  joint  convention  with  this  Board  on 
Tues  lav,  March  10.  to  till  the  vacancies  in  that 
board  liy  the  resignations  of  Edward  Wise  of  Ward 
15  and  Benjamin  Cashing  of  Ward  16. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  request. 

Requests  were  also  received  from  the  School 
Committee  for  temporary  accommodations  for 
the  relief  of  the  Union-street  and  Rockland  School, 
brighton;  for  the  purchase,  as  early  as  possible, 
of  a  lot  of  land  on  Prospe  it  street,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of  a  new  sciioolhouse  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Wiiithrop-street  Grammar  School 
in  Charlestown  ;  and  for  an  enlargement  of  the 
yard  of  the  Everett  Grammar  School  in  Dorches- 
ter, by  the  purchase  of  an  adjoining  vacant  lot; 
and  for  the  purchase  of  more  land  for  the  new 
grammar  school  in  Centre  street.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On-  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  a-signment,  being  the  order  to 
establish  the   salaries   of  city  officers  (City  Docu- 
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ment  No.  20),  for  the  year  beginning  April  1, 1874, 
the  question  being  on  Alderman  Frescott's  mo- 
tion to  recon? ider  the  vote  fixing  the  salaries  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  at  §3500. 

Alierman  Prescott  supported  the  motion,  and, 
although  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries, 
did  not  desire  to  be  held  responsible  for  every 
particular  item  in  the  report,  it  would  be  no 
more  than  right  to  pay  the  Street  Commissioners 
as  much  as  was  paid  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire 
Commissioners,  while  it  would  be  unjust  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  those  officers,  so  soon  after 
they  had  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
.duties.  The  duties  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
had  become  much  more  onerous  and  responsible 
in  consequence  of  annexation. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  sorry  the  Salary  Commit- 
tee had  not  presented  a  report  upon  which  they 
could  agree.  It  might  be  best  to  recommit  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  The  Street 
Commissioners  are  willing  to  work  for  the  same 
pay,  and  work  just  as  well.  The  Board  had  a  duty 
to  perform,  and  he  proposed  to  save  the  taxpay- 
ers1 money  rather  than  waste  it,  and  he  would  pre- 
fer to  lower  the  salaries  of  the  Board  of  Health 
for  the   reason   that   the  ordinance  e.-talli  hing 


that  board  had  been  changed    so   as  to  allow  the 

:ngage  in  o'her 
reason  it  would  be  better  to  reduce  the  salaries  of 


members  to  engage  in 


business.    For  this 


the  Board  of  Health  to  $3500. 

Alderman  Prescott  understood  that  he  was  elect- 
ed to  deal  justly  and  fairly  by  the  officers  of  the 
city.  The '( ity  Council  has  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  waiting  for  officers  to  ask  for  an  increase  of 
salary.  This  Board  did  not  wait  last  year  for  the 
efficient  City  Clerk  to  ask  for  a  vacation,  which  he 
should  have  had  every  year  he  has  been  in  the  ser- 
vice. The  last  duty  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
complain  of  will  be  the  raising  of  the  salaries  of 
responsible  officers  in  City  Hall. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners peiform  their  duties  as  faithfully  and  are 
as  competent  as  any  other  officers  in  City  Hall, 
but  they  had  not  asked  for  an  increase,  and  he  did 
not  believe  anybody  would  have  asked  for  such 
increase  had  there  iiot  been  a  little  jealousy.  The 
principal  reason  urged  for  raising  the  salaries  of 
the  Stieet  Commissioners  was  that  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners and  Board  of  Health  have  §4000  a  year, 
and  that  is  thought  to  be  a  reflection  on  the  Street 
Commissioners.  But  because  the  Board  of  Health 
and  Fire  Commissioners  get  more  than  they  are 
worth  is  no  reason  the  salaries  of  the  Stieet  Com- 


Fire  Commissioners.  The  Board  ef  Healih  can 
carry  on  any  other  business  and  that  is  a  good 
reason  why  their  salaries  should  be  reduced.  He 
had  favored  giving  the  Fire  Commissioners  §51101), 
because  they  wanted  men  of  great  experience 
and  knowledge  in  the  business.  But  such  men 
had  not  been  selected.  They  no  doubt  peiform 
the  duties  as  well  as  they  can,  but  it  was  no  argu- 
ment that  because  these  men,  having  no  expe- 
rience, get  a  large  salary,  that  other  men,  having 
a  large  experience,  should  have  their  salaries 
rai-ed.  Instead  of  increasing,  he  hoped  the  Board 
would  reduce  some  of  the  salaries. 

Alderman  Brooks  did  not  think  there  was  any 
jealousy.  The  modesty  of  the  members  of  the 
Street  Commission  would  not  allow  lhem  to  ask 
for  an  increase  of  salary.  While  in  this  Board  he 
proposed  to  deai  honestly  and  above  board.  When 
he  had  found  men  who,  by  their  capability  and 
expedience,  save  the  city  a  large  sum  of  money, 
he  thought  it  his  duly  to  consider  their  ca-e,  even 
if  their  modesty  prevented  them  from  asking  for 
an  increase  of  salary.  'Jhe  Street  Commissioners 
attend  stri(tly  to  their  duties,  and  can  always  be 
found  at  their  posts. 

Alderman  S.ebbins  thought  perhaps  the  prob- 
lem could  be  solved  better  if  the  subjoct  were  laid 
upon  the  table  for  awhile  and  be  taken  up  by  and 
by.    He  moved  to  lay  the  section  on  the  taiTe. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  prevailed — yeas  6,  nays  5. 
■  Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Stebbins,  Worthingtou— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Prescott— 5. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
First  and  Seconu  Assistant  City  Solicitors  $500 
each;  and  Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  recon-hler 
the  vote  fixing  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  at  $2ou0,  both  of 
which  mo'  ions  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  section  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Com- 


missioners  at   84000  was   passed,  and  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  by  Alderman  Hall,  was  lost. 

Section  fixing  salaries  of  Board  of  Health  at 
§4000  each. 

Alierman  Cutter  moved  to  amend  by  making  it 
$3500,  for  the  reason  that  the  onlinain  e  allows 
them  to  do  other  business.  Theie  is  very  little 
wo.k  for  them  to  do,  and  in  justice  to  the  taxpay- 
ers the  salarv  shoul  1  be  reduced. 

Al  leiman  *Fre;  cott  asked  if  the  ordinance  had 
not  been  changed  before  they  accepted  the  po- 
sition. 
. :  Alderman  (utter  replied  that  it  had. 

On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Prescott  the  vote  on 
making  the  salary  §3500  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
navs,  and  it  was  last— Yeas  5,  naysO— as  f  Hows: 

Yeas— Al  lermen  Brook-,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Al  lermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott,Stebbim-,  Worthington— 6. 

The  section  was  then  parsed,  as  were  al  o  in  suc- 
cession the  sections  psfalli  hing  the  salaries  of 
the  Superintendent,  of  Health  at  S3300  and  the 
City  1  hvsician  at  §3000. 

Sectio'n  fixing  salary  of  Fort  Physician  at  §1000, 
and  Assi  tant  Fort  Fhysiuan  (if  such  officer  be 
needed)  at  §75  per  rnonih. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  who  determined  the 
necessity  of  having  th  ■  assistant? 

Alderman  Wor. hing  on  understood  that  it  was 
determined  by  ihe  Directors  of '.he  House  of  In- 
dustiy and  the  Committee  on  Hei.l.h,  after  con- 
sultation. 

The  Chairman  read  section  41,  page  345,  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston  of  1861,  which 
provides  that  the  Port  I  hysician  .•  hall  appoint  an 
assi  tant. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  sul  ject  of  the 
Assistant  Foit  Physician's  salaiy  be  laid  over  for 
the  piesent,  as  he  did  not  think  theie  was  anv  ne- 
cessity for  the  office.  The  duties  were  of  so  light 
a  nature  that  the  Port  Physician  could  attend  to 
them. 

Alderman  Worih'ngton  said  the  Assistant  Port 
Phy  ician  is  stationed  at  Fain  ford's  I  land,  and 
the  Port  Phy.  ici  in  at  the  Home  of  Industiy,  and 
■they  are  both  constantly  eni]  loved.  It  was  neces- 
sary to'have  such  an  officer  at  Rains  ford's  Island, 
whei e  there  are  so  many  poor  people ;  there  is  a 
positive  necessi  y  for  the  office 

Alderman  Power  undersnod  that  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  weie  goii  g  to  have  Hie  1  ort 
1  hysician  removed  from  l)ecr  I  land,  and  if  they 
did  not  want  him  there  he  could  not  teethe  neces- 
sity for  two  sue  h  officers. 

Aldei man  Woi thington  said  that  if  he  was  re- 
moved from  the  House  of  Industry  they  certaii  ly 
would  need  an  assistant.  The  Port  Physician 
examines  vessels,  and  they  only  propose  10  give 
him  a  place  t  omewheie  else,  to  allay  the  fears  of 
the  inmates  of  contagious  disi  ases.  'that  is  1he 
only  objection  he  had  heard  to  ihe  1  ort  i  hysician 
being  stationed  at  the  lloive  of  Industiy. 

Alierman  Biooks  thought  it  vvoul.1  do  no  harm 
to  establish  the  salary,  and  f  ihe  assistant  is  not 
needed  he  can  be  discharged. 

The  section  was  then  passed,  a«  was  aPo  the  one 
fixii  g  the  salary  of  the  (  iiy  Registrar  at  $30011, 
and  £1 700  for  his  principal  clerk,  and  §3100  for 
clerical  assistants. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
fixing  the  sal  nies  of  the  Board  of  Heel  h  at  §41,00, 
hoping  it  would  i  ot  prevail,  for  the  reason  that  a 
re.  onsiderat  on  of  the  vote  fixing  the  salaries  of 
Street  Commissioners  had  hem  itfu  ed. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

Al  leriuan  Power  hoped  it  woul  1  prevail,  for  the 
rea-on  that  the  most  important .  lause  in  the  ordi- 
nance hail  been  wiped  out.  Some  of  .he  meml  ers 
of  the  Board  cf  Health  are  doing  a  larger  business 
than  befoie,  and  for  that  reason  the  salny  is  ex- 
traordinarily large.  One  cannot  serve  two  mas- 
ters; where  they  have  their  own  business  that 
must  be  attended  to,  and  the  oiiy's  business  will 
be  neglected.  It  is  out  of  all  reason  that  their 
salaries  should  be  i50J  moie  than  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  '.he  ordinance  relating 
to  the  Board  of  Health  had  been  modified. 

Alderman  Power  explained  the  ordinance;  the 
clause  forbidding  them  10  engage  in  o. her  busi- 
ness had  been  stricken  out. 

.  Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  it  wa?  not  done  pre- 
viously 10  the.- e  gentlemen  aeecping  ihe  positions. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  had  ;  through  the  influ 
ence  of  onememLer  ihe  Board  was  prevailed  upon 
to  strike  out  that  clause,  and  if  some  gentlemen 
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had  the  power  to  vote  upon  it  again  they  would 
reenact  it. 

,  Al  Lerman  Worthington  did  not  think  they  could 
fairly  reconsider  ihe  motion.  All  will  remembet 
til  it  Major  Gusto. i  tried  to  get  gentlemen  to  take 
th;  position,  but  found  it  impossible  to  get  tho 
right  men  to  accept  it  with  the  clause  in.  When 
M  ivor  fierce  cam"  in  it  was  by  coinmon  consent 
abolished.    One  of  two  things  shoulJ'be  done — 

Board1  should  deal  honorably  with  them  as  they 
would  wi.h  individuals.  He  believed  the  Board 
of  Health  are  endeavoring  to  do  their  duty,  but 
they  ha.  e  b  mlly  begun  their  work. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  asked  if  their  duties  were  not 
less  ar.iuous  now  than  when  tliey  were  appointed. 
Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  they  were 
not :  th  -ir  duties  are  increasing  eveiyday;  they 
are  looking  after  the  general  health  of  the  city. 
Gentlemen  will  remember  bow  strongly  they  took 
hold  of  ihe  smallpox.  Give  them  a.  i  fiance.  We 
all  remember  tha.idia lies  Sumner  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  tenacor  of  the  United  States  for  a  year 
befo.e  he  made  a  single  speech,  but  how  would  it 
have  looked  thei  for  the  State  to  have  said  he  had 
done  nothing,  and  ask  h  m  to  resign.  He  was 
studying  the  i  usiness  of  the  Senate.  The.  e  men 
are  studying  and  learning  their  duties  and  we 
shall  had  m  the  course  of  the  year  an  improve- 
ment in  the  general  health  of  the  city,  'ihe  gen- 
tleman f.om  ward  6  opposed  the  Older  to  place 
the  inspector  of  Milk  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  because  thai,  is  the  <n  ly  department  which 
is  responsible  to  th  ■  Board  of  Al  derm'  n;  he  wants 
to  keep  a  little  power  in  our  hands.  That  is  a  poor 
argument.  We  are  under  an  obligation  to  give 
the  £oard  of  Health  a  chance  and  to  continue  their 
salaries  at  .s-4'100. 

Alderman  fatter  sai  1  his  remarks  were  that  the 
office  of  the  inspector  of  Milk  had  been  as  eco- 
nomic.dlv  run,  if  not  more  so,  than  any  other  in 
City  Hall.  Tne  gentleman  f.om  the  Highlands 
him- elf  did  not  see  why  it  should  be  changed  and 
made  a  motion  to  lav  the  order  upon  the  table, 
showing  com  lusivt  ly  that  he  did  not  know  any- 
thing a 'bout  it.  He  proposed  to  know  what  he  is 
doing  in  this  Board  and  not  introduce  every  order 
left  on  his  desk.  There  is  no  question  that  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  are  less  arduous 
than  they  we.e  a  year  ago,  and  they  are  reaching 
out  to  ge't  the  inspector  of  Milk.  He  stood  there 
to  defend  the  taxpayers,  who  pay  the  bills  and 
should  have  a  voice  in  the  (tovernment.  'Ihe  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  a  stewardship  to  account 
for;  let  them  do  their  duty  under  all  circum- 
stances -without  fear  or  favor,  and  the  taxpayers 
•will  reward  them. 

Al.lei.man  Bower  said  the  salaries  were  estab- 
lished for  one  year.  No  one  could  dispute  the 
fac  that  when  l.'ne  smallpox  was  raging  the  Board 
of  Health  did  all  they  could.  But  the  smallpox 
has  been  obliterated  and  he  did  not  see  how  any 
one  could  sav  their  duties  are  as  arduous  now  as 
they  had  been.  There  was,  therefore,  good  rea- 
sons why  they  should  reduce  these  salaries,  but  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assailing  the 
Board  of  Health.  He  had  worked  a  whole  year  to 
perfect  that  ordinance,  but  the  most  important 
clause  was  wiped  out,  and  gentlemen  in  this 
Board  who  voted  to  do  so  have  regretted  it  ever 
since,  for  it  could  not  but  impair  the  usefulness  of 
that  board.  No  one  can  say  when  they  shall  or 
shall  not  be  here. 

The  Chiirinan  read  section  live  of  the  ordinance 
establishing  a.  1  o aid  of  Health,  providing  for  the 
members  holding  office  for  one,  two  and  three 
years  respectively. 

Alderman  VVonhington  was  obliged  to  the 
Chaiiinan  for  leading  the  section;  those  men 
were  selected  for  one,  two  and  three  years,  with 
the  direct  understanding  that  they  should  have 
$4000.  The  city  could  not  get  the  gentlemen  it 
wanted  under  the  (1.111-0  refeiredto. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  salaries  were  fixed 
not  only  for  that  .particular  exigency,  but  with  a 
view  to  the  future.  They  did  not  expect  the 
smallpox  to  rage  in  the  city  all  the  time,  but  if  it 
was  skid;)  would  be  verv  small  compensation.  He 
was  for  standing  by  the  repoit  of  the  Committee 
on  Sal  iries,  who,  he  supposed,  had  given  better 
attention  to  the  subject  than  any  one  member 
could.     He  should  vote  against  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Bower  did  not  suppose  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  could  give  any  better  reason  for  report- 
ing .^4001)  than  that  they  found  it  on  last  year's 
bill.  What  the  salary  has  been  has  nothing  to  do 
■with  what  it  should  be.  There  is  not  a  member 
who  thinks  the  Board  of  Health  so  well  qualified 
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Health  are  too  high,  and  there  is  every  reason 
Why  they  should  be  reduced. 

Alderman  Stebbins  did  not  know  Ih-.t  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries  examined  each  itt  a  bv  itself 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  did.  But 
they  were  unanimous  that  the  duties  of  the  Board 
of  Health  require  their  entire  time;  that  the  mem- 
bers of  that  board  are  competent  to  discharge 
their  duties,  and  were  entitled  to  84000  salary,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  a  change.  He  placed  but 
little  weight;  to  t he  striking  out  of  the  clause  re- 
ferred to,  for  the  board  are  giving  their  entire 
time  to  the  service  of  the  city,  working  as  many 
hours  as  the  heads  of  other  departments  do.  In 
the  ordinances  relating  to  the  oilier  departments 
there  is  nothing  requiring  the  officers  to  devote 
their  entire  time  to  the  city,  and  the  only  excep- 
tion to  the  rule  is  that  in  relation  to  the  fire  De- 
partment. The  public  think  the  Board  of  Health 
earn  84000,  and  will  stand  by  the  Aldermen  in  vot- 
ing for  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays 
7— as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Order  fixing  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions  at 
$2000. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  this  office  is  essen- 
tial, as  the  Superintendent  of  faneuil-Hall  Mar- 
kets is  invested  with  the  same  power. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  office  was  created 
in  1871  or  1872,  when  the  city  got  the  power  from 
the  Legislature.  The  Superintendent  of  Faneuil- 
Hall  Markets  performs  the  duty  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  that. market,  and  cannot  go  out  of  those 
limits.  The  Inspector  goes  out  to  all  parts  of  the 
city  and  intercepts  wagons  bringing  meat  into  the 
city. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  Inspector  ever 
visited  Blackstone  Market. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  did  not  know,  as  he 
did  not  buy  his  meats  there. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  the  Inspector  did 
go  there  he  did  not  have  the  right  kind  of  an  effect 
on  the  meat. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  it.  was  lost— 0  foi  and  G  against. 

The  Chaiiinan  stated  that  if  it  is  not  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  order  entire,  it  is  necessary  to  fix 
some  sum. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  the  Inspector  is  to 
be  appointed  he  ought  to  have  $2000. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote.  He  thought  the  salary  should  be 
fixed;  if  the  Alderman  from  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict wanted  to  abolish  the  office  he  should  take 
the  proper  course. 
The  vote  was  reconsidered— 7  for,  5  against. 
Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  be  strick- 
en out. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  by  the  terms  of  annexation  Charlestown  has 
no  Inspector  of  Provisions. 

Alderman  Harris  said  they  had  no  market  house 
either. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  he  supposed 
then  that  the  people  there  did  not  use  meat ;  but 
people  in  other  sections  do,  and  need  an  Inspector. 
This  officer  does  good  service ;  he  is  up  at  all 
hours.  Blackstone  Market  has  given  him  more 
trouble  than  any  other  in  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  like  the  way 
they  were  treating  the  subject;  if  the  Aldermen 
wished  to  abolish  the  office  they  should  repeal  the 
ordinance  which  establishes  it. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  if  the  act  was  not 
covered  by  section  eleven,  relating  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Faneuil-Hall  Market  and  the  Deputy -r 
Supeintendent. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil-Hall  .Markets  has  no  power  to  go  out  of  the 
market  building.  The  object  of  the  law  is  to  have 
an  officer  who  shall  go  to  the  outskirts  of  the  city 
and  intercept  teams  as  they  come  in ;  for  instance, 
in  the  spring,  when  they  bring  in  slunk  veal  to  sell 
to  poor  people. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  who  the  gentleman 
holding  the  office  was,  where  he  could  be  found, 
and  what  were  lbs  qualifications. 

Alderman  Stebbins  referred  the  Alderman  for 
his  qualifications  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  he 
could  be  found  in  the  saddle  early  every  morning, 
before  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  is  up. 
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-  AMerman  Hall  was  very  fond  of  riding  in  the 
saddle  eaily  in  the  morning-,  but  did  not  feel  like 
voting  a  man  S2OD0  for  doing  it.  He  hoped  they 
won]  t  not  establi  h  a  salary  for  an  officer  that  no- 
bo  iy  knows  any.  hing  of. 

.  Alierman  Brooks  agreed  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  ii.  regard  to  the  necessity  for  an  in- 
spection  of  meats,  and  Lad  1.0  doubt  this  was  an 
important  pod, ion.  He  thought  it  worth  more  to 
the  citv  than  the  1  oard  of  Health,  and  it  would 
be  beiter  to  reduce  that  board  to  one  man  and 
thus  s  ave  .'  ome  money. 

Al  lerman  Prescott  did  not  like  to  hear  the  dis- 
cuss ion ;  the  or, ler  had  better  be  laid  over  in  order 
that  gen, lemen  might  ii.form  themselves  of  the 
office  and  liow  the  officer  tills  the  position.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table.  Carried — 8 
for,  2  against. 

Alderman  (utter  moved  to  recommit  the  whrie 
matter  of  salaries  to  ihe  committee. 

Ad  lerman  Prescott  had  lo  objection  to  a  recom- 
mittal. 

Al  .erman  Cutter  thought  committees  should 
make  reports  that  they  could  explain  and  back 
up. 

Al  lerman  Prescott  said  the  committee  reported 
the  salary  of  Inspector  of  Provisions  at  S-OUO  be- 
cause they  knew  no  reason  for  a  change. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  -  aid  that  Al  lennan  Power  sup- 
posed the  salary  of  the  Board  of  Health  was  re- 
ported at  .-4003  for  the  same  reason. 

Alderman  Stebl  ins  did  not  admit  any  ignorance 
as  to  ihe  duties  of  the  Inspector  of  provisions  ;  he 
should  receive  $2000  a  year;  he  was  to  keep  a  horse 
and  carriage  out  of  that  sum.  The  Alderman  de- 
fended the  report  r-f  the  Salary  Committee,  and 
express?  l  surprise  at  the  onslaught  made  on  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  Ihey  should  agree  upon  a 
report  and  stand  by  it.  They  had  reported  the 
salaries  cf  the  Street  Commissi  oners  at  $3500,  and 
one  member  had  advocated  £-1000. 

The  mciion  to  recommit  was  lost. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Tue  sections  estal  li-hii  g  salaries  were  success- 
ively passed  a.:  follows:  Superintendent  of  the 
Public  Library,  >30  Hi;  Superintendentof  Common 
Sewers,  $3300 ;  Super'iiteu  lent  of  Streets.  $3600; 
Superintendi'i, t  of  i  ublic  hud  ling  ,  $3i00;  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands,  $1800;  Superintendent 
of  Printing,  $2; 00;  Superintendent  of  Paneuil- 
H?ll  Market-,  $2iOJ;  Deputy-Superintendent  of 
Faneuil-Hall  .Market-,  $1500;  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall,  3500. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  §300). 

Alderman  Hall  asked  that  the  sum  be  made 
$3500,  and  said  that  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
has  no  assistant  as  the  Superintendents  of  Streets 
and  Public  Buil  lin^s  have,  and  his  salary  was  not 
increased  two  years  ago  when  the  others  were;  he 
is  required  to  be  up  both  early  and  late  attending 
to  his  duties. 

Alderman  Peters  wished  to  add  a  word  in  favor 
of  this  increase.  The  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
has  no  assistance  m  the  territory  lately  annexed 
to  the  city.  The  whole  expi-n-e  of  conducting  the 
office  Ins  been  but  §1100,  besides  his  salary  of 
$3000.  He  takes  the  whole  care  of  the  department 
himself. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  said  that  if  he  remembered 
righ.ly  the  salai  y  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
was  not  increased  two  years  ago. 

Al  .lerman  Peters  said  there  was  another  reason. 
The  present  Superintendent  of  Lamps  is  a  man  in 
the  prime  cf  lif -,  and  as  they  expect  that  gentle- 
men in  the  prime  of  life  wili  increase  and  multi- 
ply they  should  supply  the  means  to  increase  and 
multiply  upon. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  there  seemed  to  be  two 
argun.ents  for  increase  of  salary;  first,  "the  head 
of  the  department  of  which  I  am  the  head,"  and 
second,  "he  is  in  the  prime  of  life.-'  He  believed 
they  should  increase  all  alike  if  they  were  going 
to  increase  at  all.  The  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  had  not  had  an  increase  of  salary  for  several 
years. 

Alderman  Hall  said  the  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lands  had  become  almo-t  nothimr, 
while  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
increase  every  day.  A  comparison  of  the  two 
offices  will  be  favo table  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps.  He  has  to  superintend  every  branch  of 
the  work,  and  every  order  for  the  repair  of  a  lamp 
has  to  go  from  his  office. 

Alderman  Cu,ter  said  the  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  had  been  verv  much  in- 
creased  by   annexation.     The    same  "  argument 


woul  1  al«o  apply  to  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers 
and  Streets. 

Alderman  Emery,  although  indor-ing  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Lamps,  would  stand  by  the  report;  though 
he  had  been  very  much  surprised  tiat  the  com- 
mittee had  not  increased  the  salaries  of  both  the 
Superintendents  of  Public  Lands  and  of  Lamps. 

Ihe  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  to  make  the  sala- 
ry §3500  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen"  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Peters 
-4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Power,  Stebbin-,  Worthington — 8. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  sum  $3300. 

Alderman  Prescott,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  ac- 
cused of  trying  to  slaughter  his  own  report,  hoped 
the  motion" would  prevail.  He  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive new  light.  The  committee  had  not  had 
time  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  aU  the 
departments,  but  if  gentlemen  say  that  a  raise  of 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars  in  particular  cases  is 
justifiable,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Power  thought  that  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  heads  of  other  departments  had  been 
enhanced  a  great  deal ;  he  had  not  advocated  an 
advance  in  their  salaries,  because  of  the  bur-dens 
the  city  has  to  bear,  and  the  expenditures  neces- 
sary to  make  this  year ;  it  is  not  a  good  time  to  in- 
crease salaries. 

Alderman  Emery  said  that  as  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  are  not  agreed  upon  their  report,  he 
should  feel  justified  in  voting  for  the  increase,  in 
this  ease.  He  had  supposed  the  committee  had 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  la-t  speaker  had  pass- 
ed by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  whose 
salary  had  not  been  increased  for  several  years, 
because  the  committee  recommended  it.  He 
thought  the  subject  deserved  intelligent  atten- 
tion, and  that  was  why  he  moved  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  propose  to  stand  by 
the  report  unless  the  committee  stood  by  it  them- 
selves. They  seemed  to  disagree  among  them- 
selves, and  he  felt  justified  in  taking  the  course 
he  did. 

Alderman  Hall  spoke  of  the  onerous  duties  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  who  has  to  be  out 
late  in  the  evening  and  early  in  the  morning  to 
see  that  the  regulations  are  carried  out,  while 
some  other  heads  of  departments  do  not  come  to 
City  Hall  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  like  the  idea  of  gentle- 
men trying  to  raise  the  salaries  in  departments 
with  which  they  were  connected. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  could  vouch  for  one 
morning  wdien  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  went 
out  early  in  the  morning,  for  he  went  with  him,  to 
Charlestown  to  see  if  the  lamps  were  properly  put 
out. 

The  Board  voted  to  make  the  salary  53300— yeas 
7,  nays  5— as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

The  section  was  then  passed,  as  amended, by  the 
same  yea-and-nay  vote  as  the  last. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost 
—yeas  2,  nays  8. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Power — 2. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall," Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthing- 
ton—8. 

Sections  fixing  the  salaries  of  various  superin- 
tendents were  passed  successively,  as  follows: 
Neponset  Bridge,  $300;  (iranite  Bridge,  §250;  East 
Boston  Feiries,  s_>50();  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital, 
$2200;  Master, ,f  Hou-eof  Correction,  S2000 ;  Super- 
intendent City  Hospital,  $2500. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Supei 
mon  and  Public  Grounds,  $2200. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  it  $2500. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  make  it  the  same  as 
last  year,  $2000. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  would  vote  for  that,  pro- 
vided the  city  would  allow  him  a  horse  and  wagon. 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  to  that,  as  it  would 
cost  $1600. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  officer  was  formerly 
allowed  $500  for  the  use  of  his  horse  and  carriage, 
but  since  the  law  forbidding  officers  to  have  any 
interest   in   contracts   wdth    the    city  had    been 

gassed,  he  could  not  be  paid  for  the  use  of  his  own 
orse,  and  his  salary  had  virtually  been  reduced 
$500.  In  regard  to  the  present  incumbent  he  had 
nothing  to  say. 
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Alderman  Cutter  said  ho  understood  that  the 
Board  had  not 'paid  him  for  horse  hire,  but  the 
committee  had  allowed  Ids  bill. 

Aldeiman  Clark  fit  it  las  duly,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Common,  to  say  a  word. 
If  the  Supei  intendent  of  Common  is  enti- 
tled to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  is  en- 
tilled  to  the  increase.  If  he  is  nor,  then  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  have  stultified  themselves  by 
unanimously  decline  him.  'I  he  Superintendent 
of  Common  keeps  his  own  horse  and  carriage, 
and  pays  his  own  l>ills  out  of  the  §2(100  salary,  and 
he  does  not  receive  so  much  as  he  did  three  years 
ago. 

Alderman  Clark  in  Hie  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter  had  nothing  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  competency  of  the  officer,  but  he  had 
stated  to  the  Alderman  that,  he  is  satisfied  with 
his  salaiy,  and  if  he  is  it  did  not  become  the  Board 
to  put  this  addition  d  burden  on  the  citizens. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  statement  was  not 
on  condition  that  the  city  would  furnish  a  horse 
and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  was  the  first  informa- 
tion he  had  of  it. 

;  Alderman  Brooks  thought  he  could  not  be 
accused  of  favoritism  ;n  litis  case,  a-;  he  was  not 
in  that  department,  but  lie  thought  the  officer 
deserved  to  have  S-500.  The  salary  had  not  been 
increased  when  those  of  the  other  superintendents 
were. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  matter  had  been 
diseu-'sed  by  the  committee,  and  they  had  recom- 
mended an  increase  of  $200. 

Alderman!  Power  would  vote  to  make  it  $2500, 
because  it  would  be  giving  just  what  the  officer 
had  received  before. 

The  Board  voted  to  make  it  $2500— yeas  8,  nays 
4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  I'igelow,  Brook0,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Hall,  Power,  Pres'cott,  Wortliington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Steb- 
bins—4. 

The  section  was  then  passed  as  amended— 8  for, 
3  against. 

Sections  were  then  passed  fixing  salaries,  as  fol- 
lows: Superintendents  of  Trucks  and  Wagon', 
Pawnbrokers'  and  Intelligence  Offices,  each  $4  per 
day,  and  their  assistants  each  Si!  &0  per  day; 
Chic f-of -Pol ice,  §3000;  Deputy  do.,  §2500;  Clerk 
do.,  SirOO;  Captains,  .§4  per  day;  Lieutenant*, 
§3  50  per  day;  Sergeants,  §3  25  per  day;  Patrol- 
men, §3  per  day. 

.  Section  fixing  salary  of  chairman  of  Board  of 
Assessors  at  §;  500  (an  increase  of  §500),  of  other 
members  at  §3000. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  §500  from 
the  chairman's  salary;  he  did  not  know  any  rea- 
son why  the  chairman  should  have  more  than  the 
other  members. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  this  was  an  increase 
that  should  be  made  above  all  others.  If  there  is 
a  man  in  Boston  who  has  done  faithful  service  in 
the  last  ten  years  it  is  'Ihomas  Hill  ,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors.  It,  was  made  without  any 
application.  He  believed  in  getl.irg  the  best  men 
and  advancing  their  salaries  without  asking  for  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  very  pleasant  to 
recommend  and  vote  for  an  increase  of  salary, 
and  have  the  gentleman  come  round  afterward 
and  shake  you  by  the  hand  and  return  thanks  for 
proposed  to  do  his  duly  by  the  1 
not  conclusive  that  Mr.  Hills 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors;  that  board 
elect  their  own  chairman.  Why  not  put  his 
name  in  the  order  if  the  money  is  intended  for 
him? 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  City  Council  under- 
stood it  very  well.  If  the  Board  of  Assessors 
elect  an  incompetent  person  to  that  position,  he 
thought  the  City  Council  would  see  something 
about  the  salaries.  All  that  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  had  done  for  the  c 
ison  with  what  Mr.  Hills  ; 
done  more  in  one  day  than  the  Alderman  eouli  do 
if  he  sat  at  this  Board  ten  years. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  City  Council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  If  they  want  to 
give  Mr.  Hills  the  salary,  wli"  not  put  his  name  in. 


Perhaps  the  Assessors  will  not  elect  Mr.  Hills 
ch  lirman  ;  §500  is  worth  looking  af  it;  other  mem- 
bers of  that  Board  no  doubt  thick  they  aie  just  as 
compcta.t  as  Mr.  Hills. 

Al  lerman  Stebhh.s  was  happy  to  state  that  the 
Board  of  Assessors  recognize  the  justice  of  this 
appropriation,  and  Unit  in  Mr.  1111-  they  possess 
an  al  le  chairman  who  will  be  reelected. 

/I  lerman  Brooks  hoped  the  section  would  pass; 
he  was  only  s  orry  the  clerk  of  the  Assessors  was 
l  ot  included,  because  his  al  le  services  are  cheap 
at  §1500.  The  chairman  has  a.  large  amount  of 
work  to  do  and  does  it  faithfully. 

Alderman  Cutter's  motion  was  lost;  the  section 
was  passed—  ii  for,  2  against— and  a  motion  tore- 
consider,  by  Aldeiman  Picsc  ott,  was  lost. 
.  Sections  fixing  salaries  of  Fiist-Assistant-Asses- 
sors  at  even  dollars  per  day;  Second-Assistants 
at  six  dollars  ner  day,  and  the  further  sum  of  §400 
to  the  First  and  .§350' ,o  'be  Se<  ond-As  istai.ts;  and 
.section  binding  sessions  id'  Board  of  Assess  ors  to 
August  7ih,  from  June  16th,  and  directing  the 
Auditor  and  Treasurer  to  pay  to  the  several  offi- 
cers in  Sufi  oik  'Jounly,  prescribed  by  law.  Passed. 

The  motion  to  recon  ider  the  vote  fixing  the  sal- 
aries cf  1he  First  an  1  Second  Assistant-Sole  itors 
wa  -  taken  from  the  tal  le  on  mot'on  of  Akleimau 
Stebbins,  and  the  Board  refu-ed  to  reconsider. 

'Ihe  motion  to  reconsider  the  vot  '  fixing  the  sal- 
ary of  C  lerk  of  Street  Commissioners  was  taken 
from  the  tal  P  on  motion  of  Al  lerman  Stebbins. 
The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  ocler  fixing  salary  of  Inspector  of  Pro- 
visions was  taken  f  om  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  who  said  he  had  just  had  an 
interview  with  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil- 
Hall  Markets,  and  he  hid  ascertained  1hat  that 
offi"  er  performs  more  duty  than  the  Al  lei  man  had 
#ny  idea  of.  His  labors  begin  at  daylight,  and 
continue  until  in  the  night,  on  Saturdays  often 
as  late  as  twelve  o  clock.  During  last  year  that 
officer  had  seized  hundreds  of  carcases  of 
poor  meat  brought  he  e  to  be  sold  to  poor 
people.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Ma.  ket-,  it  is  for  ihe  interest  of  the  city  that  he 
shorl  I  be  api  ointed. 

Aide  man  Harris  inquired  v\hat  were  the  duties 
of  the  Superintendent  cf  Faneuil-Hall  Markets. 

Alcbrman  Pres(  ott  replied  that  he  had  general 
supervision  of  the  affairs  <  onnccted  with  the  mar- 
Let— inspect  mg  provision  s  within  the  market. 

Al  lerman  Harris  did  not,  know  but  this  officer 
is  much  need  -ci,  but  he  doubted  it.  He  would  like 
to  have  the  order  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Markets. 

Alderman  Stel.l  ins  thought,  this  proportion  a 
renewal  of  the  di:  cussion  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  Sup  rintc  anient of  Faneuil  Hall  Markets.  The 
que:  Lion  is  whether  §2')i  0  is  a  fair  salaiy. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  was  chairman  of  a 
Comndt.ee  on  Di  ease  I  Meat  in  1871,  and  f  ,om 
their  report  originated  (his  office.  He  supposed 
that  the  Bo  ml  of  Health  shonl  t  look  af  .er  those 
duties.  He  believed  there  shoul  I  le  somebody  to 
look  after  the  immense  quantities  of  diseased 
meat  wh'ch  come  ii  to  the  city.  If  the  officer  per- 
fo  ms  the  duty  well,  $2000  is  none  too  much. 

The  order  was  pa.-scd— 0  for,  3  against. 

On  motion  of  Al  lerman  Pre  c  ott,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  th :  vote  fixing  the  salaries  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  was  taken  fiom  the  tibl3, 
and  the  board  refused  to  reconsider  by  a  tie  voie. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  saliryof  Supei intendent  of  Streets 
was  fixe  1  at  §3000.  The  Alle.man  hel  i  th  it  his 
duties  w  re  as  important,  as  tho  e  of  any  other  offi- 
cer and  have  been  almost  dou:  led  by  annexation. 

The  board  icfu  el  to  reconsider. 

Able; man  Stebl  b  s  moved  to  reconsider  the  en- 
tire Salary  bill,  hoping-  it  uoul  1  not  pieva.il. 

Ai'.er  l.'r  i  f  di  cession  bv  Aldermen  Cutter  in 
favor  and  Al  lerman  S.ebbins  against,  the  motion, 
Aldeiman  Power  mo .  ed  to  adjourn.  Lo;t— yeas  4, 
nays  8,  as  lollows: 

Yeas — Al -rermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Harris,  Power 
i. 

Nays— Al  leimen  Bigclow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters ,  l're-eott,  Siebbin  ,  Worthing. on— 8. 

The  Board  r  fused  to  reconsi  er  the  bdl,  and,  on 
motion  cf  Alderman  H;  11,  adjourned. 
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The  regular  weeMy  niectdig  of  the  Common 
Council  was  hell  at  half  past  sevi  n  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  cf  Josiah  Ouincy,  Company  A,  First 
Regiment  Infantry,  Will  am' Kim-',  Zeloles  Prince 
an  i  Mary  J.  Wood  rcf  >r.c  1  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Bud  lings  for  1873 
(City  Doc.  No.  22)  placed  on  file. 

Report  of  (  onimivtee  on  Health  recommending 
reference  to  hoard  of  Health  of  petition  of  Decos- 
ter,  Plumer  &  Co.,  for  1  he  location  of  water  closets 
near  Faneud-Uall  Market.  Accepted,  and  peti- 
tion so  referred. 

Reports  of  tin  hoard  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
viz.:  1.  In  favor  of  the  location  of  an  engine  arid 
hose  carriage  at  some  point  between  Boston  & 
Maine  Ra  Iroad  an  I  Custom  House.  2.  Recom- 
mending the  location  of  an  engine  house  on  Har- 
rison avenue,  at  or  near  the  corner  of  Bristol 
street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Communication  from  City  Messenger  appoint- 
ing Foster  M.  Spurr  First- Assistant-Messenger, 
and  Henry  B.  Lofcrs  Second- Assistant-Messenger. 
Appointments  approved. 

Order  audio.!  dug  Commitlec  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  look  ;  f  ,er  .all  acts,  etc.,  far  annexation 
to  Boston,  and  to  confer  with  parties  engaged  in 
framing  such  acts.    Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
order  for  a  loan  of  $260,0u0,  to  be  added  to  the  loan 
for  the  extension  of  Washington  street  to  Hay- 
market  square.  Report  accepted  and  order  (City 
Document  No.  23)  pass  cd— yeas  54,  nays  0. 

The  substitute  order  for  removal  of  so  much  of 
the  restriction  on  land  of  Trustees  of  Boston  Col- 
lege as  will  permit  them  to  build  within  seven 
feet  instead  of  ten  feet  of  James  street,  came 
f  rom  the  Aldermen  con-concurred  in. 

The  quest  on  was  on  com  urreice  with  the  Alder- 
men in  passing  the  original  order  as  reported  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  "Ward  C— "When  I  introduced  that 
substitute  order,  I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
change  except  in  the  matter  of  form,  to  which  I 
suppo  ed  no  one  would  object.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Coram  ttee  on  Public  Lands,  the  order  was  not 
put  in  form,  and  I  did  not  know  what  the  order 
was  until  I  saw  .he  report  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. It  then  seemed  to  me  that  the  order  written 
out  by  Mr.  Hall  was  in  an  objectionable  shape. 
After  con  ulting  with  Mr.  Healy  on  the  sub- 
ject I  presented  the  substitute  order  and  put 
it  in  a  form  which  I  thought  would  not 
be  obj actionable.  I  suppose  there  would  have 
been  no  trouble  had  it  no.,  been  that  Mr.  Hall  went 
to  see  Mr.  Healy  to  consult  in  regard  to  the  two 
orders,  and  came  away  with  what  1  think  is  a  mis- 
apprehension of  Mr.  II  aly's  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject—not intentional,  however.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Healy  to  lay,  and  Alderman  Emery  was  to  have 
seen  "him,  but  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  they 
have  had  a  conference  o  what  has  |,eR„  the  result, 
but  I  feel  quite  confident  that  if  (his  matter  lies 
over  another  week,  it  will  be  agreed  upon  that  the 
substitute  is  the  better  form,  and  that  they  will 
find  that  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healy.  There 
is  al  o  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  tomorrow,  and  I  think  they  will  be 
united  on  the  subject.  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
l.ii  I  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— In  conversation  wdth  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  today,  he  stated 
tint  he  had  taken  the  substitute  order  and  also 
the  order  of  the  committer  to  Mr.  Healy,  who 
said  it  did  not  make  the  slighte-  f  d i lie rence*  which 
order  passed.  I  think  the  order  from  the.  Board  of 
Al  lermen  ought  to  p  iss,  and  I  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G— I  merely  wish  to  add 
that  Mr.  Healy  slated  to  me  that  he  did  not  make 
the  representation  in  the  form  stated  by  Mr. 
Flynn. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  "Ward  7—1  only  desired  to  state 
that  Mr.  Hall  told  me  that  Mr.  Healy  told  him 
that  one  order  was  as  strong  as  the  other,  and  it 
made  no  difference  which  order  passed. 


Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  was  re  ommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  I  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  substitute  order  was  passed  at  the 
last  session,  or  I  should  have  objected.  I  hope 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  lh"  table  w'll  not  prevail. 
The  Suoeriiiic  ident  of  Public  Lan  Is  told  me  that 
the  City-Solicitor  stated  to  h'm  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  two  orders, 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Without,  having  exam- 
ined th  >  matter.  I  have  a  general  impression  in 
f  ivor  of  th  .' order  which  prevailed  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  is 
the  slightest  objection  it  ought  to  lie  over.  No  in- 
tere-t  w  11  suffer,  and  the  idea  of  hastening  it  is 
objec.  iou"able. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  only  reason  I  have 
urged  the  matter  is  that  contracts  have  been  given 
out  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  College,  and 
they  are  desirous  of  pu  h!ng  the  wo;k  forward  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  think  the  Council  will  arrive 
at  the  same  conclusion  in  another  week. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— As  I  understand  the  sub- 
stitute order  it  was  to  make  the  ci,y  exempt  from 
any  liability  far  damage  to  the  other  abutters,  and 
fo-  that  reason  I  think  it  should  pass. 

Mr.  Flyen  of  Ward  7—1  think  the  objection  of 
the  gen  leman  from  War"  18  is  very  carefully 
guarded  by  the  order  presented  by  the  committee. 

The  order  was  Pud  upon  the  table. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  an  order  for 
an  additional  loan  of  .¥1,(520,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
Burnt  i  dstrict  Loin,  came  from  the  Aldermen  re- 
ferre  1  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  flynn  of  Ward  7— As  this  is  a  matter  which 
involves  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  amount 
cf  money,  and  has  i  ot  been  either  before  the 
Joint  Standi], g  (  oinmii'tce  on  Streets  or  the  Com- 
mon Council,  I  move  tbar,  the  report  and  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Daeey  of  Ward  20—1  should  like  to  know 
what,  is  customary  in  such  cases  before  I  vote  on 
th  s  question. 

Mr.  1'  lynn  of  Ward  7— Wh°n  loans  are  made,  it 
is  done  liy  vote  of  both  branches.  Thi-  is  a  matter 
for  an  additional  loan  for  a  committee  cf  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen,  to  complete  the  plan  of  street 
imiirovcments  instituted  i:i  the  bun  t  district,  but 
it  has  never  been  before  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  that  it  may  be  presented  in  pro  ierform. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  presume  there  is  no 
hurry  in  regard  to  this  loan  and  I  see  no  objec- 
tion to  its  gong  to  the  Committee  on  Street-'.  The 
Finance  Committee  will  be  thankful  for  any  in- 
formation i  hey  may  get  from  a  committee  of 
ciiher  branch. 

The  report  and  order  were  referred  to  the  corn- 
mid  e  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Requests  of  the  Scl 1  Comnibt'  c  relative  to  ad- 
ditional acconiniod  d  ions  for  the  Fn  on  Street  and 
Rockland  Schoob,  Brighton;  Winthrop  street 
f'chool,  Charlestown;  Everett  Grammar  school, 
Dorch  s'  er,  and  th"  propo  ed  new  gi  amniar  school 
in  Centre  street.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mifti  e  on  Fid  be  Instruction. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  Police-Officer  S.  B.  Eustis, 
$15,  for  extra  services.    Read  once. 

Report  and  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  city  offi- 
cers for  the  year  beginning  April  1,1874.  Read 
and  specidlv  as-  igned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  for  half -past  eight  o'clock  on  Thur- day 
evening  next. 

Order  to  allow  §1000  for  rent,  of  armory  of  Com- 
pany K,  Fiist  Infantry,  at  Washington  Hall,  from 
January  1, 1874.     Read  once. 

Report  and  order  fom  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Northampton-street  District,  giving  notice  to 
owners  and  occupants  of  lands  on  said  district  to 
remove  all  buil  ling-,  obstai  les  and  rubbish  there- 
from on  or  before  April  15,  1874,  and  in  case  the 
same  is  not.  done  by  said  owners  and  occupants, 
providing  for  its  being  done  by  the  city.  Order 
passed. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  report  of  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  states  that  I  said  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners had  not  male  up  their  estimates  for  the 
y°ar.  It  was  a  misunderstanding,  no  doubt,  as 
the  commissioners  had  made  up  their  estimates, 
and  the  committee  had  co  sidered  them.  I  stated 
that  the  committee  had  not  finished  an  examina- 
tion of  the  books  and  papers.  I  see  the  reporter 
understood  me  to  say  the  commissioners.    I  wish 
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•to  have  it  corrected,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  oh 
the  commissioners. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  amount  of  lost  coupons  on  satis  factory  ev- 
idence of  their  lo-s  beii  g  pro  luced,  and  other 
conditions  therein  named.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  o..e-half  of  the  fees 
for  dog  licenses,  that  have  been  received  in  West 
Roxtury,  to  the  West  Roxbury  Free  Library. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  superintendents  and  draw  tend- 
ers of  bridges  in  Charlestown  and  Brighton  the 
same  compensation  received  by  them  previous  to 
the  first  Monday  in  January  last.     Parsed. 

Order  f  or  a tram  f  er  of  S50D0  f.om  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges.  Passed— 
yeas  58,  nays  0. " 

Order  to  pay  Henry  C.  Richards  $25,  on  account 
of  rent  of  aii'iioiv  Company  F,  First  Regiment  M. 
V.  M.    Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  "Captain  James  J.  Flvnn  of  Com- 
pany I,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  $8J  40,  to  reim- 
burse him  for  taxes  paid  in  1873,  on  armory  of  said 
company.    Passed— yeas  ~5,  nays  0. 

Order" to  pay  $700"  per  annum  from  January  1, 
1874,  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  G,  Ninth 
Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  in  No.  11  City  square,  Chailes- 
town  District.    Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  $800  per  annum  f.om  January  1, 
1874,  for  rent  of  arcnozv  of  Company  C,  First  Bat- 
talion cf  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  if  H'gh  and 
Pearl  streets,  Charlestown  District.  Passed— yeas 
55,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Alonzo 
F.  Harmon,  to  le  compensated  for  injuries  receiv- 
ed by  an  alleged  di  feet  in  Dover-street  Bridge. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  AVard  10— Petition  of  Brown 
&  BeBarron,  for  compensation  for  services  at  the 
burial  ground-  ir.  (.  harlestown. 

Severally  referred  to  the  (  ommittee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Kent  cf  AVard  21— Petition  of  Franklin 
Hopkins  and  two  hundred  others,  recommending 
the  election  of  Marc-i  llus  Carpenter  as  am  mber 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  from  Charles- 
town.   Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Communication  from 
De  Costa  &  Sawyer,  offeiing  lo  sell  a  lot  of  land  to 
the  city  for  school  purposes  in  Chailestown.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Report  for  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
District  lecommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying ordpr: 

Ordered,  That  thp  Joint  Special  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  the  Northampton-:-  treet  Dis- 
trict be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
into  a  contract  in  behalf "  of  the  city  of  Boston 
with  Phineas  E.  Gay  for  furnishing  good  clean 
earth  or  gravel  arid  depositing  the  same  on  the 
XorthampTOn-stieet  Districr,  so  called,  so  as  to 
raise  the  cellars,  back  yarils,  vacant  lot--,  street, 
passagetvays  and  places  on  said  district  to  the 
unifoim-  grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low 
wa.er,  the  price  paid  to  said  contractor  for  fur- 
nishing and  ilepo-iting  the  earth  or  gravel  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  "sad  joint  special  committee 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  if  six  dollars  and  forty 
cents  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards  as 
measured  by  the  <  ity-Engineer. 

'the  order  was  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Flatley  of  AVard  4— 

A\  hereas,  The  existing  want  of  public  urinals 
and  water  clo.-ets  is  seriou  lv  detiimei.tal  to  th3 
health  of  the  city,  and  their  immediate  establish- 
ment, particularly  in  densely  populated  and  busi- 
ness localities,  is  demanded",  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  establish  such  urinals 
and  water  closets  and  place  them  under  proper 
custody— the  numl  er  of  the  same  to  be  as  large  as 
said  board  believe  the  pullic  necessity  and  con- 
venience require. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  have  no  doubt  that  is  a 
very  proper  order,  and  one  which  the  City  Coun- 
cil ought  to  pass.  But  that  veiy  matter  is  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Board  of  Health  and 
the  Committi  e  on  Health,  and  an  appropriation 
of  $800J  is  to  be  asked  for  the  establishment  of 
such  places.  I  notice  the  order  requests  the 
Board  of  Health  to  do  it  forthwith ;  untd  tin  y  get 
an  appropriation  that  will  be  irnpossil  le.  The 
matter  will  come  before  the  loum  il  in  the  App.o- 
priation  bill.  I  do  not  object  to  the  order,  but 
merely  state  the  facts  for  the  information  of  the 


Council.    I  move  that  the  order  be  leferred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health. 
It  was  so  referred.. 

ELECTION  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

On  mot:o:i  of  Sir.  Shaw  of  AVard  5,  the  ma  jority 
repprt  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Liverus 
Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B.  Crrf  t,  and  minority 
report  rom  nating  Lydia  M.  Warner  instead  cf 
said  Crrf  t  (City  Doe"  No.  28.%  as  suitable  candi- 
dates for  Over,  eers  of  the  Poor,  were  taken  f.om 
the  tal  le. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  to  sub- titute  the 
minority  report  f  r  that  of  the  majority. 

The  ]- resident— The  Chair  does  iiot  think  it  nec- 
essaiy  for  the  Council  to  take  any  vote  upon  either 
of  the  leports;  the  proper  action  is  to  proceed  to 
an  ele  vion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5—1  made  the  motion  in  order 
that  it  may  be  understood  why  the  minority  have 
come  to  the  conclusions  that  they  have.  If  we  go 
into  a  ballot  it  will  p;  event  the  minority  from  an- 
swering  any  suicp.  ton-  which  may  t  ome  up. 

Mr.  1  erkins  of  AVard  16— It  is  with  i  onsiderable 
embarrassment,  sir,  that  I  rise  here  to  advocate  a 
minority  report  ouasul  ject  of  so  much  imi  or- 
tancc  as  this,  1  o,h  on  account  of  my  rec  nt  con- 
nection with  the  touncilj.and  font  the  fact  that 
my  judgment  is  in  a  measure  set  up  in  thi  matter 
against  gentlemen  ou, that  committee  cf  vastly 
more  experience  in  bu  iness  mattois  pertaining  tb 
the  Ci,ty  Government  than  myself.  But  a  para- 
mount "sense  of  ihe  im  offence  if  the  subject, and 
of  my  duty  in  the  pr  mise  .  mu-t  be  my  excuse  for 
detaining"  the  Counc  1  to  lis. en  to  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  sign  and  support  this  minori- 
ty-report. It  is,  sir,  the  history  of  all  institutions 
and  corporations  that,  as  they  g.  ow  old,  they  be- 
come effete.  Abuses  creep  into  their  man- 
agement almost  imperceptibly.  It  is  only  by 
the  infu-iicn  of  new  elements  "and  new  iharac- 
teiisties  iu.o  the  management  of  those  corpora- 
tions that  they  can  be  kept  abi  ea-t  with  the  times, 
an  1  in  accord  with  the  s entiment  of  the  aj e.  We 
need  no  further  proof  of  that  assert,  on,  sir,  than 
is  to  be  found  in  the  various  def  d-ation-  ,  mal- 
feasances and  misappropriations  of  funds  in  cor- 
porations, under  the  very  eyes  of  men  who  have  a 
direct pecuniaty  inteie  tan.lnsj  o  sibilrcy inthtrir 
man-  genient.  And  certainly,  if  we  finl  those 
abuses  creeping  into  those  corporations, .we  may 
well  expect  them  to  creep  into  the  management 
of  institutions  in  which  gentlemen  have"  only  a 
fiduciary,  and  not  a  pecuniary,  interest.  It 
was  claimed  by  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  substitution  of  Mrs.  AVar- 
ner  for  Me  Crufc  world  be  a  great-  in- 
novation upon  the  preceding  manner  of  making 
these  nominations.  Well,  sir,  I  can  conceive  that 
that  is  not  a  very  serious  objection.  The  elec.ric 
telegraph  was  an  innovation  tipo.i  former  mode5 
of  transmi.ting  though!  ;  the  veiy  clo.hes  we  wear 
ucou  our  backs  are  an  innovation  Uj  on  the  stylo 
cf  the  Garden  of  Eden  —  but  I  do  not  think  a'nv 
gentleman  will  wish  to  go  back  to  the  prima:  y 
style  of  garment  in  those'  days.  It  was  al.-o  sug- 
gested that  ithe^pr-esence  of  a  lady  on  that  board 
might  not  be  agreeable  to  the  ge  tlemeii  com- 
posing it.  I  have  o.ly  to  say,  in  reply  to  that  ob- 
jection, that  if  the  presence  of  a  Sue  man  on  that 
board  possessing  a  natural  capacity  and  disi  osi- 
tionfor,and  exoeiience  in  the -proper  perform- 
ance of  those  dutiess,  is  an  objection  to  the 
gentlemen,  it  affords  one  of  the  strongest  ar- 
gumen.s  why  this  Counc. 1  should  support 
this  minority  report.  I  have  tak  n  very  i  on- 
siderable pains  to  get  information  conci  i\  ing 
this  nomination,  ami  the  moiel  think  of  it  the 
more  I  am  sati-  tied  wPh  the  pi  oorietv  of  this  re- 
port. Mrs.  Warner  was  connected  for  live  years 
v/ith  the  Five  Points  Mission  in  New  York,  and 
timing  nearly  all  her  life  she  has  been  doing  dei  ds 
of  charity  and  benevolence  which  m:  ny  of  us 
might  be  glad  to  emulate.  In  point  of  capacity, 
lituess  and  adaptabdi.y  for  any  of  theduthsof 
that  board,  I  do  rot  hesitate  to  say  that  she  is  the 
peer  of  ai  y  member  of  it.  Histoi  y,  sir,  is  full  of 
instances  in  which  women  have  been  instrumental 
in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor,  the 
most  prominent  of  which  is  Miss  Amelia 
tievking,  which,  I  have  no  tioubt,  is  fain  liar 
to  the  members  of  the  Council.  Finding 
the  loorof  Germany  in  a  lamentable  condition, 
she  set  herself  to  wo.k  to  elevate  them.  After 
many  years' labot  in  Hamburg  she  was  celled  ly 
the  crowned  heads  of  Denmark  and  Prussia  to 
perform  similar  duties  theie,  which  she  did  with 
entire  satisfaction,  not  only  to  the  Covemment, 
but  to  all  the  people  of  Prussia  and  Denmaik,  and 
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died  lamented  by  all  Europe.  Similar  in- 
stances may  be  mentioned  in  the  eases  of 
Mrs.  Frye  and  Florence  Nightingale.  I  can 
conceive  of  no  harm  to  come  by  the  election 
of  Mrs.  Warner  to  that  board.  It  has  been 
the  universal  custom  here,  I  believe,  to  nomi- 
nate members  year  after  year.  It  is  claimed 
by  some,  and  I  am  af  raid  it  is  supported  by  the 
facts  in  the  case,  that  abuses  and  inefficiency  have 
crept  into  the  management <  f  Ibis  charity  through 
the  officials  in  charge,  and  of  coarse  we  have  to 
look  to  their  superiors  as  the  responsible  persons. 
I  have  given  considerable  time  to  this  investiga- 
tion; have  had  various  interviews  with  Mrs.  War- 
ner, and  have  been  to  see  many  other  people  who 
know  of  her  and  her  labors,  and  I  have  yet  to  find 
one  man  who  does  not  say  she  will  make  an  effi- 
cient member  of  that  board.  I  have  not  taken 
pains  to  consult  the  members  of  that  board,  ex- 
cept one,  and  he  stated  that  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Warner  would  be  agreeable  to  him.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  see  the  propriety  of  this  substitution 
and  will  support  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  add  a  word  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  said  by  my  colleague,  but  I  would  like  to 
state  the  present  status  of  the  ohai  italic  institu- 
tions in  this  city  which  are  managed  very  largely 
by  women,  in  order  to  show  that  this  is  no  Lew 
proposition  at  all  that  is  now  made  to  place  a 
woman  upon  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
I  will  cite  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  State 
Charities,  made  in  January  to  the  Legislature,  as 
required  by  law.  I  do  not  propose  to  read  it,  ex- 
cept to  state  that  of  the  institutions  in  Boston  for 
purposes  of  charily  there  are  eighteen  already 
managed  by  boards  of  directors  constituted 
of  men  and  women.  I  will  call  the  names 
of  some  of  the  institutions,  because  I  think  that 
after  the  mention  of  them,  gentb  men  may  possi- 
bly recognize  the  fact  that  women  have  served 
upon  these  boards  to  great  advantage.  In  the 
first  place  there  is  the  North-End  Dispensary  for 
Women  and  Children— President,  Noah  Mavo, 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  1-Iobhs,  and  others.  House 
of  the  Good  Samaritan— Mis.  G.  ('.  Shattuck,  Mrs. 
G.  Howland  Shaw,  Mrs.  Charles  II.  Appleton,  Mrs. 
H.  Thayer,  Horace  Gray,  Jr.,  (Chief -.Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court)  Henry  S.  Sturgis  and  Miss  Anne 
S.  Robbins.  Home  for  Aged  Men— managed  by 
men  and  women.  Home  for  Aged  Women — Presi- 
dent, Henry  B.  Rogers  and  twelve  ladies  and 
eighteen  gentlemen  for  managers.  Home  for 
Aged  Colored  Women— 1'rosident  Rev.  John  Park- 
man;  Treasurer,  Charles  G.  Loring;  Clerk, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Homans.  Winchester  Home  for 
Aged  Women— President,  Liverus  Hull,  one  of  the 
genllemen  we  have  nominated — twenty-five  ladies 
and  twelve  gentlemen  manage  this  institution. 
Children's  Home  and  Home  for  Aged  Females  in 
Roxbury— President,  John  Rogers;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Solon  W.  Bu-h;  Secretary,  Sarah  Bun- 
ker—twenty- lour  managers,  three-fourths  of  them 
ladies.  Children's  Friend  Society  of  Boston— offi- 
cers chosen  annually— those  serving  now  are, 
President,  Mrs.  William  T.  Eustis;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mrs.  J.  A.  Lane,  Mrs.  J.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Gould;  Treasurer,  Mr.  S.  T.  Snow,  etc.  These, 
wi  h  twelve  ladies,  arc  the  managers.  Temporary 
Hjme  for  the  Destitute— an  institution  started 
by     John     Augustus     and   Eliza     Garnaut — and 


Mrs.  Anne  S.  Gwynne  is  the  matron.  Church 
Home  for  Orph  in  and  Destitute  (  hil tren— Pres- 
ident of  the  ladies'  Board  i  f  Manager  ,  Mrs. Rich- 
aid  Fay;  Secretary,  Mrs.  N.  W.  Curtis,  eic.  In- 
fant School  and  Chil  Iron's  Home,  (  hailestown — 
President,  Mrs.  Gil  -.avus  V.  Hall.  Baldwin-i  laco 
Home  for  Little  Wanderers— President,  J.  War- 
ren Merrill,  etc  Massa  huscts  li  f  _r.it  Asylum. 
Brookline  —Martin  Brimmer,  T.  C.  Amory  and 
Mary  J.  Quincy  were  among  the  founders.  In 
Salem,  New  Bedford,  Spring-hell,  Worcester, ;  11 
these  institutions,  of  charity  are  nn-nag  dl.ylo.li 
men  and  women.  Now,  s ir,  it  may  be  said  that  we 
will  make  an  innovation;  but  1  cannot  see  it.  I 
have  cited  the  e  insti.u.  ions  in  order  to  show  that 
it  is  no  new  view.  Your  committee,  as  my  col- 
league ha ;  well  said,  have  taken  great  pains  to 
analyze  this  matter.  Thy  have  looked  into 
ths  workings  of  this  institut  on,  and  they  have  be- 
come satisfied  beyond  peradventure  that  the 
change  will  be  beneficial  to  the  po  ir,  and  I  shall 
hope,  Mr.  President,  without  saying  a  .ything 
more,  that  the  Council  wdl  be  induced  to  gi .  e  this 
matter  fair  consideration.  It  certainly  can  do 
no  harm,  and  it  may  be  ttie  means  of  doing  a  great 
deal  of  good.  We  have  gone  no  farther  than  to 
nominate  one  woman  at  this  t  me,  but  as  an  indi- 
vidualihope  tint  next  year  we  .  h  11  )  Lice  another 
woman  on  that  board,  if  we  shall  elect  one  this 
year.  I  really  believe  that  if  one-half  of  that 
board  can  be  compo  eJ  of  women,  it  will  be  a 
great  deal  better  for  the  poor  and  veiy  much  bet- 
ter for  the  interests  of  humanity  in  the  city  of 
Bo  ton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elynn  of  Ward  7,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  th  ■  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  for  the  majority  report  prevailed,  as 
follows : 

■yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Bany,  Ileal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Cawl  y,  t  ollin  ,  Crocker, 
Dacey,  Davis,  Dean,  Ma  Ivy,  Flynn,  Hicks,  Hine,. 
Huniiewell,  Jemiti  gs,  Lea.  h,  Lo.ing,  Martin,  Mc- 
Caity,  Noye  ,  I  age,  Perk  n.  ,  .-haw,  ,-il  ley,  Smith, 
Spraguc,  Thai  her,  Trail,  Walbridge,  M/arren-. 
Whis.o..,  K.  P.  Wilhur,  JV  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 30. 

Nays— Barnes,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler, 
Crowley,  Cushman,  Day,  Fuller,  Gol  ohwair,  Gor- 
don, Kent,  Kimball,  Mino. ,  ivioley,  Mooney,  Morse, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  xutnam,  Russell,. 
Swectsei ,  \\  est— 25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
proceede  1  to  ballot,  an  I  M  ssr  .  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13  and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes- 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  to  a  clioice 33 

Thomas  C.  Amory 62 

Liverus  Hull 51 

Ira  All  ;n 62 

Samuel  It.  Cruft 28 

Lydia  M.  Warner 33 

Marcellus    Carpenter 11 

Jennie  Collins 2 

M.  J.  Croak 1 

And  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Leverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen,, 
and  Lydia  M.  Warner  were  declared  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  Council: 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    3,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of   the  Hoard  of  Al- 
tlermen  was  held  at  hall-past   seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 
JURORS  DRAWN. 

Nine  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Undertakers— Constant  T.  Benson,  William 
Coolev,  Lewis  Jones.  David  Maiden,  John  W. 
Pierce,  Nahuni  P.  Whiting,  Job  T.  Cole,  William 
H.  Brown.  Benjamin  1''.  South,  Philip  B.  Fieli, 
John  H.  Peak,  Jeremiah  O'Sullivan,  William  E. 
Brown,  James  llaynes,  Robert  S.  <i.  Maiden, 
Hugh    Taylor,    Jeremiah    Tinkham,    William    D. 

Roekw 1,  Ira  W.  ( ircutt,  Philip  Kennedy,  George 

V.  Field.  Joseph  S.  Waterman,  William  Manning, 
John  Heintz,  John  Haynes,  James  Farrell,  Eben- 
ezer  Bird,  John  M.  Lavery,  Larcll  Gleason,  (ieorge 
Johnson,  Samuel  J.  Crocket',  Hyman  L.  Wiener, 
James  Cotter,  (ieorge  A.  Willard,  John  B.  Burke, 
Lewis  L.  Jones,  John  Feeney,  Hugh  McCaffrey, 
Alonzo  T.  Baxter,  Jabez  P..  Cole,  Simon  Berry, 
Timothv  Daly,  John  Doolin,  John  Sullivan,  Joseph 
Weekerle,  Joseph  P..  Cassidy,  William  K.  Whitney, 
Isaiah  Snow,  Alexander  Alexander,  J.  P.  Keef'e, 
E.  H.  Dunne,  Bernard  E.  Murray,  Pihan  N.  Co- 
burn,  John  Bryant,  Patrick  Denvir,  John  Reade, 
Matthew  Hoi  len.  Benjamin  Guild,  James  Coggs- 
well,  Jerome  Billings,  John  L.  Perry,  Lorenzo 
Smith,  Samuel  A.  Angier. 

Constables— Charles  F.  Wooftindale,  Henrv 
McDonald,  Jr.,  Sumner  P.  White,  Hannibal  P. 
Ripley. 

Sup'erintendents  of  Hay  Scales— Henry  A. 
Davis,  North  Scales;  Levi  Chadbourne,  South 
Scales;  John  M.  Jolnwm,  South  Bo-ton:  John  A. 
Brown,  East  Boston ;  Andrew  W.  Newman,  Rox- 
bury;  John  J.  Black,  West  Boxlmry;  George 
James,  Jamaica  Plain;  Horace  Liiulall,  Rosin- 
dale;  Daniel  O.  Sanger,  Brighton. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions  — Charles  B.  Rice,  Amos 
Dodge,  Fuieuil-Hall  Markets;  Joseph  P.  Gibson, 
at  large. 

Special  Police  Without  Pay— E.  W.  Whiting,  for 
55  Tremont  street  anil  its  vicinity. 

Police  Officer— Joseph  H.  Knox. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  C.  J.  Dono- 
yan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  boiler  and  en- 
gine of  five-horse  power  near  Norfolk  avenue, 
was  considered,  and  there  being  no  objection  of- 
fered, the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  tin'  Cum iii itt<r  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Builliiir/s.  S.J.  Peet,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  (Ieorge  street  exceeding   legal  dhnen- 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  D.  B.  Mc- 
Kenzie  el  al.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  for  the  purpose  of  holding  religious 
services  therein,  for  the  special  benefit  of  those 
who  do  not  attend  regular  church  service. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  First  Company 
of  Cadets,  lor  ai:  allowance  for  repairs  and  altera- 
tions of  armory. 

To  the  Co  mm 
et  al..  for  sewe: 
connect  with  tl 

To  the  Comm 
et  al.,  for  publi 

To  the  Comm 
Board.    F.  M.  Cook,  to   occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses   on   Dorchester  avenue,  near  Glover's 
Corner. 

George  W.  Studley,  to  oeeupv  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  Park  street,  Ward  16. 

Orsamus  Nute,  to  occupy  stone  and  brick  stable 
for  twenty  horses  on  Past  Dedham  street,  between 
Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  to  occupy  stone  anil  brick 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  East  Dedham  street, 
between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street. 

A.  T.  Sinclair,  to  build  a  stable  at  57  Munroe 
street,  for  two  horses,  and  one  al  59  Munroe  street 
for  two  horses. 


Sewers.  George  B.  Faunce, 
.  through  Circuit  street,  to 
en-street  sewer. 

/in  tin  in/.  Isaaefi.  Braman. 
louse  in  Ward  19. 

Health   on  the  part  of  the 


James  Laughlin,  to  occupy  additional  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Bunkcr-Uill  street,  No.  238. 

To  the  Com  miller  on  1'ariiui.  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company,  representing  that  the  public  ne- 
cessity and  convenience  require  that  1hey  may 
be  authorized  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  ears  the  "circuit,"  so  called,  being  that 
part  of  the  location  and  tracks  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  heretofore  reserved  for 
and  used  by  other  roads,  between  Cornhill  and 
Boylston  street,  viz.,  the  tracks  laid  in  Washing- 
ton street,  from  Cornhill  to  Boylston  street,  thence 
in  Boylston  street  to  Tremont  street,  thence  in 
Tremont  street  to  Cornhill. 

Highland  Street  Railway,  for  the  location  of  a 
double  track  on  Blue-Hill  avenue  from  Wavcrley 
street  to  Dudley  street,  with  connections  at  Dud- 
ley street  with  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  tracks, 
and  a  connection  of  tracks  on  Dudley  street,  near 
Mt.-tleasant  avenue,  between  the  Metropolitan 
tracks  on  Dudley  street  and  the  Highland  Street 
Railway  Macks  on  the  same  street.  Routes— From 
Wavcrley  street  over  Blue-Hill  aveiiueand  Dudley 
street  to  the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  to  include  their  present  route. 
Also,  to  extend  the  routes  of  either  of  their  pres- 
ent lines  from  Grove  Hall,  Warland  avenue,  Mt.- 
Plcasant  avenue,  or  the  \\  averley-stiect  line,  peti- 
tioned for,  northerly  of  their  present  terminus  at 
Temple  place,  through  Tremont  street,  Cornhill 
and  Washington  street  to  Temple  place.  The  pe- 
tition represents  that  public  necessity  and  con- 
venience require  that  the  petitioners  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  now  down  in  Dudley  street, 
between  Blue-Hill  avenue  and  the  present 
terminus  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway  on 
Dudley  street,  and  also  such  tracks  in  Tremont 
and  Washington  streets  and  Cornhill,  on  the 
routes  now  petitioned  for.  instead  of  granting  the 
petitioners  further  locations  of  tracks  on  said 
streets,  wherefore  they  pray  to  be  permitted  to 
use  such  tracks.  The  petition  also  represents  that 
about  10,000  citizens  have  petitioned  the  General 
Court  that  the  Highland  Street  Railway  may  ex- 
tend the  running  of  their  cars  through  Cornhill, 
and  that  the  General  Court  has  conferred  upon 
this  Board  the  power  of  granting  the  petitioners 
the  right  to  use  the  tracks  of  other  roads  if  public 
necessity  and  convenience  require,  and  of  estab- 
lishing the  routes  of  street  cars  in  this  city. 

Ebeiiezer  Holden,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cottage  street,  Ward  16. 

G.  H.  Moseley  &  Co..  for  leave  to  sprinkle  cer- 
tain stieets  in  this  city. 

Moses  Day  &  Co.  et  at.,  that  some  protection  be 
afforded  to  passengers  at  crossing  of  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  in  Roxbury,  at  New    Heath  street. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

Joseph  R.  Grose  et  al.,  for  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions from  Dorchester  avenue  and  Dorchester 
street. 

Moseley  ..V  Tattle,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Ward  16. 

John  C.  Coombs  and  156  others,  and  C.C.Ben- 
nett and  99  others,  for  change  of  name  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  above  Washington  street,  to  Wash- 
ington street,  in  order  to  nave  one  continuous 
avenue  through  the  city. 

ELECTION  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 
Majority  report  nominating  Thomas  C.  Amory, 
Liverus  Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Samuel  B.  Cruft  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  minority  report,  nominat- 
ing Lydia  M.  Warner  instead  of  said  Cruft  (City- 
Doc.  No.  28)  and  certificate  of  election  by  the 
Common  Council  of  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Liverus 
Hull,  Ira  Allen  and  Lydia  M.  Warner  as  Overseers 
of  Poor  came  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow.  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Emery  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  ballots.    They  reported  as  follows : 

W  hole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Thomas  C.  Amory 12 

Liverus  Hull 12 

Ira  Allen 11 

Samuel  B .  Cruft 11 

George  A.  Shaw : 1 

J.  K.  Crowley 1 

And  the  first  four  named  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  De  Costa  &  Sawyer,  Alonzo  F.  Har- 
mon, Brown  &  Le  Baron,  severally  referred  in 
rence. 
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Order  to  pay  $700  per  annum  from  Jan.  1, 1874, 
for  rent  of  Armory  of  Company  G-,  Ninth  Regiment, 
M.  V.  M.,  in  No.  11  City  square,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict.   Passed— Yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  pay  $800  per  annum  from  Jan.  1, 1874, 
for  rent  of  Armory  of  Company  C,  First  Battalion 
of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of  High  and  Pearl 
streets,  Charlestown  District.  Passed— Yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Order  proposing  to  locate  urinals  and  water 
closets  in  suitable  places  on  the  public  streets. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

JOURDAIN  &  CO.'S   MUSEUM    OF    ANATOMY. 

.   The  following  were  received: 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  city  cf  Boston — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  held  on  Satur- 
day, February  28,  1874,  it  wa?  unanimously 

Voted,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  are  hereby  respectfully  petitioned 
not  to  again  license  any'so-callrd  gallery  of  anat- 
omy, or  medical  science,  and  that  any  such  exhi- 
bition opened  without  a  license  may  be  forthwith 
clo  ed  by  the  Chief-of -Police. 

The  society  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
all  proper  collections  of  human,  comparative  and 
pathological  anatomy  are  already  freely  open  in 
this  city  to  physicians  or  the  public.  Moreover, 
experience  has  amply  shown  that  the  principal 
object  of  these  so-called  "galleiies  of  anatomy" 
et  cetera,  is  to  excite  prurient  curiosity  by  inde- 
cent exhibitions,  and  to  entice  those  suffering  or 
supposing  themselves  to  be  sulleiing  from  disease, 
to  consult  the  proprietors  of  such  establishments. 
The  society  cannot  but  feel  that  carelessness,  aris- 
ing from  ignorance  of  the  facts  on  the  part  of  our 
community,  has  been  the  sole  reason  that  such 
disgraces  to  the  city  are  now  and  have  been  al- 
lowed to  exist,  and  hopes  that  the  present  Mayor 
and  License  Committee  may,  like  those  of  last 
year,  refuse  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jourdain  &  Co., 
as  well  as  close  the  so-called  Gallery  of  Anatomy 
of  Dr.  Hallock,  now  open. 

Francis  Minot,  President. 
O.  T.  Wadsworth,  Secretary. 
Boston  Young  Men's  Christian) 
Association,  £ 

February  27,  1874.  ) 
To  the  Committee  on  Licenses  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment of  Boston  :  Gentlemen — We  learn  that  a 
petition  for  license  to  open  his  Anatomical  Mu- 
seum has  been  presented  to  you  by  Dr.  Jourdain. 
From  our  knowledge  of  its  character  in  the  past 
and  its  influence  upon  young  men  of  this  associa- 
tion, we  sincerely  trust  that  this  license  may  not 
be  granted.    Respectfully, 

Russell  Sturgis,  Jr.,  President. 
M.  R.  Deming,  General  Secretary. 

We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Board  of 
Government  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union,  respectfully  request  that  no  license  be 
granted  for  the  exhibition  known  as  "Dr.  Jour- 
dain's  Museum  of  Anatomy,"  believing  that  such 
exhibition  is  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the  young 
men  of  this  city.    (Signed) 

W.  H.  Baldwin. 
Edwin  L.  Sprague. 
Henry  H.  Sprague. 
William  L.  Richardson. 
George  G.  Crocker. 
George  a.  Coolidge. 
James  P.  Tolman. 
Calvin  G.  Hartshorn. 
William  B.  Clarke. 
Charles  F.  Sturtevant. 
Communication  from  Jourdain  &  Co.,  in  refer- 
ence  to   their   petition    and    the    remonstrances 
against  the  granting  of   the  same,  representing 
that  the  old  museum  destroyed  by  fire  May  30th, 
1873,  was  open  seven  years,  during  which  time  it 
was  visited  by  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  persons, 
without  a  single  complaint.    The  collection  now 
formed   cost   $40,000,    and   is    superior   in    every 
respect.    The  remonstrance  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Association   is  dictated  by  professional 
jealousy,  while  the  men  who  concocted  that  letter 
never  visited  the  museum.    The  petitioners  offer 
to  make  no  addition  to  their  collection  without 
the  sanction  of  the  Board,  and  deny  the  charge 
made  that  after  obtaining  the  license  they  intend 
to  fill  the  museum   with  indecent  and  ircmoral 
figures.    The  museum  is  largely  advertised  in  the 
most  respectable    of  the  Boston  press,  and   the 
petitioners  hope  the  Board  will  not,  by  refusing 
the  license,  cause  a  most  ruinous  loss,  and  crush  a 
profitable  enterprise,  and  one  generally  approved 
by  the  community  at  large. 


Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the 
following : 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Jourdain  &  Co.  for  leave  to 
exhibit  a  museum  of  anatomy,  so  called,  at  542 
Washington  street,  and  also  the  remonstrances 
against  such  exhibition,  which  were  submitted  by 
the  Boston  Society  of   Medical   Observation,  the 


tiict  Medical  Society,  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, Young  Jim's  (  hrisiian  Onion,  and  the 
Boston  Society  of  Medical  Science,  have  very 
carefully  consider»d  this  subject,  and  respectfully 
report  that,  since  the  refusal  by  the  preceding 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  grant  a  lict  use  for  this 
same  exhibition  by  the  petitioners,  they  were  not 
impressed  at  the  outset  very  favorably  towards 
the  proposed  measure.  But,  still  wishing  to  treat 
the  petitioners  with  the  utmost  fairness,  ih-ey  not 
only  gave  them  a  hearing  on  the  subject,  but  visit- 
ed personally  the  gallery  of  objects  propo  ed  to 
be  exhibited.  While  the  pictures,  models  and 
statues  comprised  in  said  gallery  are  undoubtedly 
valuable  and  useful  to  the  medical  or  surgical 
practitioner,  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, from  their  veiy  forms  and  natures,  of  such 
a  character  as  should  preclude  them  from  sub- 
mission to  the  general  gaze,  and  especially  to  the 
view  of  the  young  of  either  sex.  The  commiitee 
returned  from  an  inspection  of  the  museum  im- 
"pressed  that  the  exhibition  ought  not  to  be  licens- 
ed, and  they  were  strengthened  in  this  position  by 
the  several  remonstrances  which  were  subse- 
quently received  and  referred  to  th^-m.  The 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  positive  e\ils 
which  will  result  from  these  exhibitions  out- 
weigh in  magnitude  any  possible  benefit  that 
can  be  derived  therefrom.  The  refusal  of  this 
license  cannot  work  any  injustice  to  the  petition- 
ers, for  they  not  only  were  refused  a  license  last 
year,  but  were  distinctly  informed  that  a  license 
would  not  be  issued  for  any  exhibition  like  the 
one  which  was  destroyed  by  fiie  in  May,  1873.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  the  committee  that  the 
petitioners  can  evade  the  statute  lequiring  a  li- 
cense by  opening  the  Gallery  of  Anatomv  free  to 
all  comers,  as  is  now  done  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Hal- 
loek's  similar  gallery  on  Court  street,  both  of 
which  exhibitions  are  very  fully  advertised,  the 
committee  regret  to  say,  in  the  daily  press  of  this 
city.  A  free  exhibition  of  this  character  is  un- 
doubtedly more  pernicious  and  corrupting  to  the 
morals  of  youth  than  an  exhibition  qualified  by  a 
license.  Therefore  the  committee  are  fully  of  die 
opinion  that  while  it  is  inexpedient  for  Hie  city 
authorities  to  protect  any  such  exhibitions  by  a 
license,  it  is  al-o  th ?ir  duty  to  see  that  such  exhi- 
bitions are  not  held  without  license.' 

They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders. 

Alanson  Bigelow,  ) 
S.  B.  Stebbins,         [  Committee. 
Hiram  Emery,         ) 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of -Police  be  directed 
to   notify  the  pi oprietors  of  the  galleries  of    anat- 
omy at   542  Washington    stie.et   and   at  161  Court 
street  that  this  board  refuses  to  grant  any   license 
for  the  exhibitions  of   said   galleries  as  advertised 
by  them  respectively  in  the  pulilie  press. 

Ordered,  ihat  the  Chief-of -lolice  be  directed 
to  prosecute  every  violation  of  section  74  of  Chap- 
ter 88,  General  Statutes,  which  shall  come  under 
his  notice,  by  either  Jourdain  &  Co.,  at  542  Wash- 
ington street,  or  Dr.  Hallock,  so  called,  at  No.  161 
Court  street;  also  any  violation  of  section  15  of 
chapter  165,  General  Statutes,  by  either  of  said 
parties,  and  for  this  purpose  that  he  be  directed 
to  keep  a  constant  oversight  of  any  public  exhi- 
bitions which  may  be  helu  by  either  of  the  parties 
aforesaid  of  their  so-called  galleries  of  anatomy. 
The  report,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  by  a  rising  vote  of  8  for,  4 
agsinst. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, schedules  of  sidewalk  and  edgestone  assess- 
ments as  follows:  Brooks  street,  edgestones, 
$207  05;  Eagle  street,  edgestones,  S66,  is  ;  Foundry 
street,  sidewalk,  sl'-'Tsii;  Highland  avenue,  side- 
walk, $'J91  21;  West  Springfield  street,  edgestones, 
$109  47.  Severally  accepted  and  orders  for  pro^ 
portionate  assessment  [ias-ed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  owners  of  estates  on  Milk,  Congress,  Pearl, 
Oliver,  Batterymarch,  Kilby,  Water,  riawes,  Lin- 
dall  aud  Central  streets,  and  Liberty  square,  of 
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the  intention  of  this  Board  to  commence  on  April 
1, 1874,  the  raising-  of  said  streets  to  the  grades  es- 
tablished by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  January  3 
and  October  30, 1873. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-st  root  District— Report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

AVhereas,  The  owners  of  lands  below  the  grade 
of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  situated  and 
lying  within  the  Northampton-street  District,  so- 
called,  as  described  in  section  one,  chapter  three 
hundred  and  forty,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  were 
notified  on  the  first  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1873,  to 
raise  the  grade  of  their  lands,  respectively,  or 
such  portions  thereof  as  were  below  the  grade 
established  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  by  rilling 
the  same  with  good  clean  gravel,  earth  or  ashes; 
and 

Whereas,  The  time  within  which  the  said  owners 
were  required  by  the  second  section  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  forty  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873  to  till  their  said  lands  under  the  said  notice 
has  expired ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  intention  of  the  city  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with    some   person   or  persons  to 


raise  the  grade  of  all  the  territoiy  within  the  said 
district  which  is  now  below  the  grade  of  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water:  it  is,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  owners  be  notified  that 
hereafter  no  party  or  parties,  except  such  as  may 
contract  with  the  city  of  Boston,  will  be  permitted- 
to  do  any  filling  upon  said  district;  and  no  allow- 
ance will  be  made  for  any  tilling  after  this  date, 
u  Jless  it  is  done  under  a  contract  with  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  three  members  of  this  Board  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  several  prisons  and 
houses  of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
to  make  the  examinations  and  reports  required 
by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances— 

Report  on  the  order  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department,  so  as  to  dispense  with  the  semi-an- 
nual reports  of  the  City  Solicitor,  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  dispense  with  said  reports.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  on  communication  of  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries,  requesting  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance to  prevent  the  running  of  tolls  and  the  let- 
ting down  of  chains  on  the  boats  before  the  boats 
are  secured  to  the  drops,  that  the  City  Council  has 
no  authority,  underexiM.ingstatutes,  to  enact  such 
an  ordinance.  The  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  said  communication  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  with  instruc- 
tions to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  requisite 
authority.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  i'rescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets— Report  on  petition  of  J.  H.  &  G.  S.  Cur- 
tis et  al.,  occupants  of  Faneuil-Hall  Markets,  for 
change  of  condition  of  lease,  that  at  hearing  given 
the  petitioners  it  was  represented  by  many  of  the 
oldest  occupants  of  the  market  that  they  signed 
their  leases  without  any  knowledge  that  a  new  and 
entirely  unpiecedented  condition  had  been  in- 
serted, by  which  the  leases  could  be  terminated  at 
any  time  wi*h  three  months'  notice  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  lessees  were  not  in- 
formed that  any  such  change  had  been  made  by 
those  acting  for  the  city,  and  there  appears  to 
have  been  no  good  reason  for  making  it.  It  is  de- 
sirable on  many  accounts  that  the  leases  should 
terminate  on  the  first  day  of  April  instead  of  Sep- 
tember, and  the  committee  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  new  leases 
to  the  present  occupants  of  Faneuil-Hall  Markets 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
April,  A.  D.,  1874,  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  said  leases  are  granted  to  be  the  same  as 
those  contained  in  the  leases  bearing  date  the  first 
day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1873,  with  this  exception 
only,  that  the  condition  authorizing  the  termina- 
tion of  the  leases  at  any  time  on  three  months'  no- 
tice from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  shall  be  stricken 
out. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of   various   parties  for  transfer  of   hack   li- 


censes; Frank  Jewell,  105  Northampton  street* 
Thaddeus  Crawford,  137 y2  List  Dover  street, 
Sadie  Hutchins,  Kit  Cambridge  street,  and  Went- 
worth  &  Chamberlain,  1597%  Washington  street, 
for  victuallers'  licenses;  George  Van  Horn,  12 
Dover  street,  and  (ieorge  \V.  Ti-dale,  52  Wa  hiug- 
toni-treet,  for  auctioneers'  licenses ;  Michael  Howe, 
184  Charles  street,  W.  W.  Blaney,  \l/2  Grimes 
street,  to  deal  in  secondhand  ar.icles ;  Hei.ry 
Walton,  for  hack  stand  on  Church  street,  near 
Boylston  street;  John  P.  Sa win,  for  wagon  stand 
at  Harrison  avenue  and  Eustis  streets  ;  Cushman 
&  Co.,  and  James  Riley,  Brighton,  Walker  &  Wat- 
son, Thomas  Leary,  .Jacob  Wentwor.h,  West  Rox- 
bury,  Dennis  Hilbreth,  Arthur  W.  John  on,  James 
&  Burnett,  Charlestown,  for  wagon  licenses;  also 
no  action  necessary  on  rtmorstrance  of  Joseph  A. 
Willis,  et  at.,  against  the  exhibitions  of  Mrs.  Stod- 
dard, on  Sunday  evrnings,  they  having  been  dis- 
continued.   Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses—  Report  on  petit  on  i  f  the  Somerset  <  lub 
for  a  renewal  of  their  license  to  keep  a  bowling 
alley  on  their  premise-,  that  leave  be  gTanted  to 
use  the  alleys  connected  with  their  club  house, 
Nos.  42-43  Beacon  street,  with  the  following  limita- 
tions: This  license  to  run  until  July  1,  1874,  the 
alleys  to  be  used  with  the  ventilator  and  windows 
closed,  and  not  to  be  used  after  ten  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  any  day.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  James  E.  Swan,  Right  Rev.  J.J.  Wil- 
liam*, E.  H.  Learnard  and  Mrs.  J.  Montaine  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldeim  in  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands— Report  on  petition  of  Oilman  &  Che- 
ney for  the  purchase  from  the  city  of  the  wharf 
on  Medford  street,  opposite  Elm  street,  that  the 
committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  said 
wharf  is  required  by  the  city  for  various  pur- 
poses, and  should  not  be  ■  old.  1  hey  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for,  the  Committee 
on  Armories— Re2  ort  on  petition  of  Major  A.  C. 
Wellington,  recommending  the  pas.-age  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  he 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  n.f  antry,  M.  V.  M.,  in  Boylston 
Hall,  corner  of  Boylston  and  Washington  streets, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  fiist  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1874 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Pasred— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee- 
Ordered,  That  Boylston  Hall,  at  the  corner  of 
Washing, on  and  Boylston  streets,  be  appointed 
as  a  suitable  plae  for  the  headquarters  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Armor v  of  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  Concord  Hall, 
West  Concord  street,  be  approved  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Passed. 

By  Aldermau  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — report  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  order  granting  peti- 
tion of  G.  W.  Hollis  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Western  avenue,  Ward  19.    Order  passed. 

ELECTION  Olf  PARK   COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  nominate  suitable  candidates 
for  Park  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council,  presented  a  report  recommending  the 
election  of  the  following-named  persons : 

From  the  Board  of  Aldermen— John  T.  Clark, 
James  Power. 

From  the  Common  Council— Edward  P.  Wilbur, 
George  A.  Shaw,  C.  A.  Lurditt. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots ' 12  J 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

JohnT.  Clark 12 

James  Power 12 

Edward  I"   Wilbur 1 

Geo.  A.  Shaw 8 

Chas.  A.  Bm-ditt 11 

James  J.  Flynn 10 

And  Aldermen  Clark  and  Power,  and  Council- 
men  Shaw,  Burditt  and  Flynn  were  declared  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
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THE  PROPOSED  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  took 
tip  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being 
the  hearing  of  a  committee  from  the  Suffolk  Bar 
on  the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House. 

Hon.  E.  Hasket  Derby,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, presented  and  read  the  following  memo- 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk— The  under- 
signed, members  of  a  committee  of  the  Bar  of 
Suffolk,  appointed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Bar 
to  consider  the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House,  re- 
spectfully submit  to  you  the  annexed  resolution, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  desire  therein  expressed, 


the  existing  Court  House. 

Commerce  has  invaded  its  precincts.  The  judges, 
clerks,  jurvs,  witnesses,  suitors  and  attorneys  who 
frequent  it  are  seriously  incommoded  for  want  of 
room,  light  and  air,  and  often  disturbed  by  th°, 
rattling  of  wheels  and  the  din  of  expressmen. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  half -century  there  have 
been  three  court  houses  on  the  site  between  Court 
street  and  School  street ;  two  of  them  have  been 
demolished  as  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the 
county,  while  the  last,  begun  in  1831  for  a  popula- 
tion of  sixty  thousand,  less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
present  population  of  the  county,  was  finished  but 
thirty-seven  years  since,  and  has  already  outlived 
its  usefulness  as  a  court  house.  Fortunately  it  is 
now  required  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  will 
sell  for  more  than  its  cost,  or  otherwise  subserve 
the  growing  wants  of  the  city. 

The  countv  of  Suffolk  has  of  late  years  increased 
rapidly  in  size,  population  and  business.  Its  pop- 
ulation was  but  forty-three  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  in  1S20,  but  sixty  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  eighty  in  1830,  and  but  ninety-five 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  ir 
1840.  It  now  exceeds  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  This  county  has  absorbed  two  adja- 
cent cities  and  three  contiguous  towns,  and  it 
may,  ere  long,  embrace  other  adjacent  towns  and 
cities. 

Besides  this  the  increase  of  names  in  the  direc- 
tory of  Boston  since  the  census  of  1870  indicates  a 
continuous  growth  in  population  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  while  the  growth  of  buildings  and 
wealth  has  been  still  more  rapid. 

When  we  consider  the  expansion  of  our  com- 
merce bv  new  facilities  in  the  shape  of  steam- 
ships and  railways,  we  may  assume  that  the  popu- 
lation of  this  county  by  the  close  of  the  present 
decade  will  exceed  half  a  million,  and  will  reach  a 
million  before  the  close  of  the  century,  or  within 
twenty  years  after  the  completion  of  a  new  Court 
House. 

The  population  of  the  county  of  New  York  was 
but  942,292  by  the  recent  census.  To  accommo- 
date this  population  it  has  built  a  Court  House 
containing  fifteen  large  and  commodious  court 
rooms,  beside  those  which  still  exist  in  other 
bu'ldmgs ;  while  we  do  not  commend  any  munici- 
palities to  incur  the  expense  which  New  York  has 
lavished  upon  her  structures,  we  find  in  her  re- 
quirements of  space  some  precedents  for  our 
own. 

This  committee  has  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the 
wants  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  it  will  within  a  very 
few  years  after  tbe  completion  of  a  new  structure 
require  fifteen  large  court  rooms  at  least  fifty  feet 
square,  for  courts,  grand  juries  and  law  libraries, 
and  that  it  will  within  twenty  years  after  the  new 
structure  is  erected  require  twenty  such  apart- 
ments to  accommodate  properly  the  business  of 
the  county. 

Iu  addition  to  these  large  rooms  at  least 
twelve  more  rooms  of  good  size  will  be 
required  for  clerks,  offices,  and  thirty  to 
forty  commodious  rooms  for  judges,  juries,  and 
witnesses,  with  others  for  the  bar,  doorkeepers 
and  porters,  with  a  large  amount  of  space  for 
staircases,  vestibules,  corridors,  closets,  with 
areas  for  light,  air,  and  other  purposes. 

In  behalf  of  the  bar  this  committee  would  sug- 
gest that  a  building  sufficient  to  furnish  such 
rooms  must  cover  from  forty-five  thousand  to  fif- 
ty-five thousand  superficial  feet. 

That  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  have  a  grass 
plat  around  it ;  that  its  site  should  be  entirely  in- 
sulated and  should  include  fifty  thousand  to  six- 
ty-five thousand  feet  of  land,  fronting  on  four 
streets  which  are  not  thoroughfares  or  devoted  to 


The  great  desiderata,  indeed  indispensable  re- 
quisites for  such  Court  House,  are  space,  light, 
air,  and  quiet,  and  a  site  easily  accessible  from 
the  centre  of  business.  It  is  desirable,  al-o,  that 
long  nights  of  stairs  should  be  avoided  as  much  as 
pos',il  le,  and  that  such  a  site  should  be  cho  en  as 
would  admit  of  entrances  to  several  stories  nearly 
upon  a  level  with  them,  thus  giving  easy  access  iO 
the  court  rooms. 

This  committee  further  state,  that  they  have 
reason  to  believe  that  several  such  sites  may  be 
found  within  a  moderate  distance  of  the  City  Hall, 
combining  the  requisites  they  have  name  i,  some 
of  which  may  be  had  at  a  reasonable  price,  but 
the  bar  have  not  agreed  upon  any  location  as  the 
best,  and  would  be  pleased  to  learn  the  views  of 
your  honorable  Board  before  any  final  selection  is 
made  by  you. 

They  commend  the  whole  subject  to  your  good 
judgment,  asking  your  prompt  actio. i,  as  several 
years  will  be  required  for  the  erection  of  the 
building,  suggesting  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  gratify  them  and  possibly  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  and  The  comfort  of  the 
people  if  one  or  more  of  the  Suffolk  bar,  conver- 
sant with  building  and  with  the  requirements  of 
the  courts,  should  be  placed  on  the  building  com- 
mission. 
"We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  Gaston, 
E.  H.  Derby, 
Edw.  Avert, 
S.  M.  Quincy, 
W.  A.  Field, 
Committee  of  Suffolk  Bar. 
Boston,  February  14, 1874. 

Mr.  Derby  said  he  had  been  requested  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  memorial.  The 
bar  require  ample  space,  light,  air  and  quiet.  The 
city  levels  trees,  widens  streets  and  introduces  a 


new  supply  of  water  when  public  < 
mands.  Justice  is  quite  as  important  as  commerce 
or  water,  and  in  behalf  of  the  courts  of  justice  th^y 
asked  the  Board  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for 
the  discussion  and  trial  of  important  cases.  They 
require  a  place  where  the  jury  can  hear  the  testi- 
mony of  witnesses  and  arguments  of  coun  el,  and 
the  charge  of  the  judge.  He  had  witnessed  the 
growth  of  Boston  from  a  population  of  2(5,000, 
and  in  1828,  when  he  hung  out  hi-  shingle,  it  was 
between  40, mm  and  .".o.iioii.  Now  the  population  of 
the  city  itself  exceeds  300,000.  AVhen  he  came  to 
the  bar  it  numbered  less  than  100  m  mbers;  to- 
dav  there  are  about  900;  and  the  cases  to  be  tried 
have  increased  in  the  same  ratio,  but  the  court 
rooms  have  not.  When  he  came  to  the  bar  in  1828, 
they  had  six  court  rooms,  all  tolerably  comfona* 
Vile".  Now  there  are  but  eight  rooms.  While  the 
bar  has  increased  nine  hundred  per  cent,  and  the 


population  gone  up  six  or  eight  hundred  per  cent., 
the  court  rooms  have  increa-e  I  but  thirty-three 
per  cent.  Mr.  Derby  alluded  to  the  recent  increase 
of  population  by  annexation,  the  business  for 
which  would  require  at  least  fifteen  large  rooms. 
There  should  be  at  least  three  for  the  Supreme 
Court,  four  for  the  Superior  Court,  two  more  for 
the  criminal  department,  and  three  more  for  the 
municipal,  rooms  for  a  law  library,  for  the  judges, 
witnesses,  juries,  clerks  and  records.  The  present 
Court  House  has  one  advantage  which  he  hoped 
the  new  one  would  have — a  front  on  four  sides; 
but  it  is  entirely  inadequate  in  size,  being  not  one- 
fourth  or  fifth  as  large  as  it  should  be.  '1  he  new 
structure  should  be  large  enough  to  last  oi.e  life 
time.  He  had  practised  in  two  structures,  one 
of  which  had  been  demolished  to  give  way 
for  a  new  and  larger  one.  Mr.  Derby  alluded  to 
the  permanence  of  structures  in  Euiope  and  hoped 
Boston  would  have  a  new  Court  House  that  would 
not  be  too  small  in  a  few  years.  The  tendency  in 
this  Commonwealth  is  to  the  concentration  of 
business  in  the  city  of  Borton,  and  it  is  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  courts  to  hold  their  sessions  here. 
Members  of  the  bar  like  to  try  their  cases  in  Bos- 
ton. Why  not  have  Boston  the  emporium  of  law 
as  well  as  of  commerce?  He  sugge  ted  that 
rooms  be  provided  for  courts  out  of  the  coun- 
ty to  hold  sessions  here.  Boston  has  grown 
up  since  the  commencement,  of  the  cfotury 
from  23,000  population  to  300,000.  Mr.  Der- 
by briefly  sketched  the  growth  of  manufact- 
ures, the  "experiments  in  canals  and  the  growth 
of  the  railways,  which  had  been  built  over 
and  had  perforated  the  mountains;  we  have  lived 
through  the  embargo  and  the  great  insurrection, 
and  have  built  up  a  great  foreign  trade,  and  there 
is  every  indication  that   this  will  be  one  of   the 
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freat  outlets  for  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
he  prospects  of  Boston  are  better  today  than 
ever  before,  and  he  mentioned  these  facts  simply 
as  a  guide  for  action  and  as  a  good  reason  for 
expecting  that  her  growth  in  the  future  would  be 
as  rapid  as  in  the  past.  He  trusted  they  would 
build  a  Court  House  in  a  central  position,  if  possi- 
ble, within  live  minutes'  walk  of  City  Hall,  where 
they  could  get  air  and  light  enough.  They  did 
not  want  an  extravagant  structure,  but  a  durable 
one,  and  if  that  is  done  the  members  of  the  bar 
will  be  satisfied. 

Hon.  Samuel  M.  Quincy  did  not  know  that  he 
could  add  much  to  the  words  of  Mr.  Derby.  It  is 
evident  that  the  whole  business  community  are  as 
directly  interested  in  the  matter  as  the  members 
of  the  bar.  The  City  Government  is  interested; 
for  the  cramped  departments  arc  waiting  for  the 
vacation  of  the  present  Court  House,  where  he 
hoped  they  would  have  quarters  large  enough  for 
the  metropolis  of  the  future.  In  regard  to  a  site 
he  hoped  the  bar  and  the  City  Government  would 
approach  each  other  in  a  manner  that  would  in- 
sure unanimity  of  action. 

Mr.  Charles  ivi.  Ellis  said  it  was  an  ungracious 
thing  to  oppose  going  into  a  new  house,  but  he 
thought  there  were  special  reasons  which  would 
impel  the  Board  to  delay.  He  alluded  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  previous  speakers  and  referred  to 
the  meeting  of  the  bar  which  adopted  the  resolu- 
tions presented.  It  was  a  small  meeting,  and  the 
Board  should  not  take  that  meeting  and  this  me- 
morial as  a  fair  representation  of  the  sentiment 
of  the  bar.  There  were  not  nine  hundred 
crowded  men  there.  Since  1867  a  growing  need 
for  a  new  Court  House  has  been  expressed ;  there 
have  been  some  inconveniences  on  account  of  the 
noise,  but  he  thought  a  moderate  expenditure  in 
providing  for  one  or  two  minor  courts  near  by  would 
be  all  that  is  necessary.  A  new  Court  House  should 
not  be  attempted  until  the  boundaries  of  the  city 
are  permanently  establi-hed.  The  project  pre- 
sented, if  carried  out,  would  cause  Boston  to  go 
under  financially.  He  thought  there  would  soon 
be  a  change  in  the  system  of  the  minor  courts 
tkat  would  disarrange  any  change  of  courtrooms 
which  might  be  made  now.  There  must,  he 
thought,  soon  lie  a  reorganization  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment which  would  do  away  with  the  present 
style  of  municipal  legislation,  so  as  to  throw  into 
the  various  localities  tlieirsepaiate local  affairs.  It 
is  by  no  mean -  true  that  the  need  of  court  accommo- 
dat'ions  has  increased  in  proportion  to  population. 
The  Tichbori  e  case  could  go  on  for  a  year  in  a 
room  smaller  than  any  we  have.  Instead  of  being 
packed  as  the  rooms  used  to  be,  there  are  usually 
the  suitors  and  witnesses  and  a  few  members  of 
the  bar  and  spectators,  or  persons  waiting  for  the 
next  case.  In  regard  to  pre-ent  accommodations, 
all  the  courts  are  provided  for; the  Supreme  Court 
is  as  large  as  it  ever  was;  the  judges  have  the 
lobbies  find  private  rooms,  which  are  as  much  as 
are  needed.  To  provide  the  rooms  for  minor 
courts  as  suggested  would  save  the  expenditure  of 
several  millions,  which  would  lie  incurred  under 
the  present  project.  The  Board  should  pause  before 
entering  upon  'such  a  scheme.  The  room  that  was 
big  enough  for  Judge  Shaw  is  large  enough  for 
the  present  judges.  The  court  rooms  are  good  in 
the  main;  the  bu-iness  has  increased,  it  is  true, 
but  they  try  only  so  many  cases  in  a  day,  and  if 
they  had  ten  thousand  cases  before  the  grand 
jury  they  could  try  only  lust  so  many.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  seme  persons  who  have  such  magnifi- 
cent offices  might  as  well  be  put  into  offices  not 
quite  so  large,  and  let  the  Government  economize. 
He  knew  that  they  could  get  along  with  this  Court 
House  until  they  could  see  what  they  want,  how 
the  courts  are  to  be  organized,  how  the  city  is  to 
be  exti  nded  and  see  how  the  expense  is  to  be  met. 
Mr.  Ellis  did  not  think  Boston  was  to  grow  so 
rapidly  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  Quincy  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ellis 
in  legard  to  the  bar  meeting.  It  was  a  well  at- 
tended meeting  ;  the  notice  had  not  been  sprung 
upon  them,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that,  as  no 
objectionswereoffered.it  represented  the  senti- 
ments of  a  majority  of  the  bar.  In  regard  to  the 
future-of  Bo  ton,  he  read  from  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress of  his  Honor  Mayor  Cobb.  The  city  would 
be  wanting  in  a  wise  forecaste  not  to  take  this 
step,  and  no  stronger  argument  could  be  made 
for  it. 

Mr.  Derby  thought  the  cost  of  the  building 
should  be  considered  afterward.  Mr.  Ellis  had 
taken  a  dark  view.  Mr.  Derby  alluded  to  the  peti- 
tion of  300  or  400  members  of  the  bar  last  year 
for  a  new  Court  House,  and  the  only  point  at  issue 


being  the  location.  The  tendency  is  to  bring  th 
courts  together  and  not  to  dissolve  and  scatter. 

Mr.  Derby  called  upon  Hon.  William  Gaston, 
who  said  he  had  supposed  the  question  of  a  new 
Court  House  for  Suffolk  County  hail  passed  from 
the  debatable  ground;  Mr.  Ellis's  vi-iws  are  not 
the  views  of  the  judges,  conn  el,  suitors,  jur  es. 
In  the  judgment  of  the  speaker,  everv  court 
house  in  the  State  is  superior  to  iheonein"Uosion. 
It  was  long  ago  assented  to  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment that  the  new  Court  Hou=e  was  needed,  an  1 
the  only  thing  which  his  delaye  1  the  work  was 
the  question,  Where  shall  it  be?  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  any  voice  raised  against  it.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  D'erby  that  parties  are  at  present  not 
sure  of  justice,  for  there  are  tim°s  when  testi- 
mony could  not  be  heard  distinctly.  They  want 
room  for  the  courts,  not  for  spectators.  Today 
there  are  two  sessions  of  the  Superior  Court,  when 
there  uqed  to  be  o_.ly  one;  a  daily  sesion  of  the 
Equity  Court,  and  a'demand  for  a  new  court  for 
criminal  business.  The  scheme  looked  large,  but 
the  experience  of  the  Government  with  City  Hall 
is  a  good  illustration  of  the  need  of  ample  space. 
If  Mr.  Derby  has  lived  to  see  the  population  quad- 
rupled, there  may  be  torn?  living  now  who  will  ee 
the  preset  population  quadrupled. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Field  supposed  every  one  knew  what 
the  present  Court  House  is,  but  the.  e  are  several 
questions  to  enter  into  the  subject.  There  may  be 
some  dispo  ition  of  the  minor  courts,  as  now,  but 
whatever  may  be  done,  the  present  budding  can- 
not be  made  tit  for  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  tendency  to  hear  cases  by  a  judge,  in'tead  of 
a  jury,  has  increased,  and  spectators  are  not  so 
numerous.  In  five  years  the  new  t  ourt  House  will 
be  a  crying  necessity.  More  rooms  are  needed  for 
jurors,  witnesses,  clerks  and  records,  and  for  the 
bar.  A  much  larger  building  must  be  had  in  some 
central  locality. 

There  being  no  others  desiring  to  be  heard,  the 
report  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Brooks  offei  ed  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  adding 
to  the  waier  supply  of  the  city  of  Bo -ton  by  bring- 
ing the  waters  of  i  lax  Bond  and  Sluice  Pond  and 
Cedar  Lake  in  as  direct  a  line  to  East  Boston  as 
the  nature  of  the  intervening  space  will  permit — 
the  connection  with  the  East  Boston  works  to  be 
made  on  the  Chelsea  side  of  (  hel-ea  Creek. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation of  the  order. 

Allerman  St  bbins— I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  order  does  not  say  to  what  appro- 
priation the  expense  is  to  he  charged.  To  answer 
that  order  propeily  would  involve  quite  a  large  ex- 
penditure on  the  part  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  City  Engineer  has  al- 
ready made  a  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water 
of  Flax  Bond,  aud  I  object  to  making  such  an  ex- 
pense when  it  is  entirely  unnecessaiy.  If  the 
Alderman  who  offered  the  order  had  read  that 
report  he  would  have  seen  that  the  water  was  not 
such  as  the  people  of  East  Boston  would  want. 

Alderman  Bower— I  think  it  is  well  enough  to 
have  the  order  go  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  and 
if  they  find  that  it  will  involve  any  great  expense 
I  presume  they  will  report  against  it. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  do  not  see  the  nscessity  of 
any  large  expenditure  of  money.  If  the  Ci.y 
Engineer  has  made  an  examination  of  the  subject 
there  certainly  is  no  necessity  for  doing  it  again, 
and  the  committee  will  therefore  report  inex- 
pedient. All  I  ask  to  know  is,  whether  we  are 
going  to  receive  the  largest  .<  upj  ly  for  the  least 
sum  of  money.  I  do  not .-  ay  that  I  am  not  satis- 
fied, but  there  is  a  question  whether  this  water 
cannot  be  supplied  to  East  Bostcn  and  Chelsea, 
so  as  to  allow  the  Mystic  water  to  be  used  in 
other  sections  of  the  city.  I  thought  it  would 
not  require  a  large  expense,  and  I  did  not 
mean  that  it  should.  The  committee  may  have 
looked  this  matter  over,  but  I  have  not  seen  the 
report.  The  only  survey  which  has  been  made 
was  in  view  of  a  connection  with  Mystic  Lake, 
through  eleven  or  thirteen  miles  of  country,  which 
would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money.  The  route  pro- 
posed in  this  order  will  be  seven  or  eight  miles 
through  a  comparative  level,  that  ought  not 
to  cause  a  large  expense.  1  offeied  the  order 
to  obtain  information,  that  at  some  future  day  if 
any  one  should  come  to  me  and  say  "You  might, 
if  you  wanted  to,  have  procured  water  at  much 
less  expense,"  I  could  answer  them.    I  have  no  in- 
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tention  nf  causing  a  large  expenditure,  nor  of  do-  . 
ing  anything  to  injure  the  feelings  of  the  Water 
Board. 

Alderman  Cutter  -It  looks  to  me  very  much  like 
a  put-up  job.  There  has  been  considerable 
buzzing  around,  trying  to  sell  Flax  Pond  to  the 
city,  but  the  "Water  Board  did  not  think  it  judi- 
cious to  buy  it.  I  presume  the  owner  would  like 
to  sell  it.  and  if  he  could  get  an  order  through  here 
for  the  city  to  buy  it,  he  would  be  pleased.  If  the 
gentleman  had  read  the  reports  I  do  not  think  he 
would  want  to  supply  the  community  he  resides  in 
with  that  kind  of  water. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  committee  are  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  this  matter  it 
will  require  a  considerable  expense;  but  if  it  is 
simply  desired  that  they  should  go  over  the  evi- 
dence already  in  the  possession  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, I  have  no' objection  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  "Worthington — If  there  is  to  be  any 
expense  1  'hall  object  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 
A  short  time  ago  I  had  a  conversation  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Wate-  Hoard  of  Lynn,  and  asked 
him  why  that  city  did  not  take  water  from  Flax 
Pond.  He  answered  that  the  water  was  of  an  in- 
ferior qualitv  and  unfit  for  use.  That  is  sufficient 
for  us. 

Alderman  Brooks— If  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  will  look  at  the  report  of  Engineer 
Baldwin,  for  the  city  of  Salem,  on  this  water,  he 
will  see  that  the  water  of  Flax  Pond  is  pronounced 
to  be  of  the  first  quality.  He  stated  that  there 
was- a  supply  of  five  million  gallons,  if  mv  memory 
serves  me  rightly.  But,  as  I  said  before,' if  this  is 
going  to  cause  a'large  expense  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  the  order  pass.  I  thought  perhaps  a  day's 
tramp  by  the  Engineer  or  one  of  his  subordinates 
would  give  the  neees-ary  information.  I  did  not 
intend  to  cause  any  material  expense,  and  if  the 


chairman  of  the  committee  so  looks  upon  it,  I  do 
not  desire  the  order  to  pass. 

The  order  was  rejected  by  a  rising  vote— 2  for,  10 
against. 

PUBLIC  SCALES  IX  BRIGHTON. 

By  Alderman  Peters- 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Markets,  etc., 
onsider  the  expediency    " 
scale  in  North  Brighton. 
Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  by  this  Board  on 
Monday  next,  at  4  P.  M..  on  the  s'ubject  of  con- 
structing a  common  -ewer  in  North  Harvard  and 
Franklin  streets,  in  Brighton. 

Passed. 


damages  occasioned  by  the  improvement  of  Stonv 
Brook  in  "West  Roxburv  by  said  town  of  "West 
Koxbury. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  Owen  ]\ awn,  heirs  of  J.  B. 
Huckins,  Davis  &  Walker  and  the  Boston  Belting 
Company,  of  intention  to  take  a  strip  of  land  five 
feet  wide  along  the  centre  line  of  Elmwood  street, 
between  King  street  and  Stony  Brook,  according 
to  a  plan  in  the  office  of  the  Sewer  Department, 
and  fixing  Monday,  March  16,  at  4  P.  M.,  as  the 
time  for  this  Board" to  hear  any  objections. 

Passed. 

ORDER    TO  PAY. 

By  Alderman  Harris — Order  to  pay  James  Oal- 

vin  S128  41,  for  damages  on  account  "of  laying  out 
Thurston  street.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    5,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  h  If -past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  First  Comi  any  cf  Cadets ;  Isaac  G. 
Braman  et  at.,  and  S.  J.  Pest.  Severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient!  to  dispense  with  semi-an- 
nual repo.  ts  of  Ciiy  Solicitor.    Accepted. 

Report  (leave  to  with  lraw)on  petition  of  Caiman 
&  Clienev  for  the  purchase  of  the  Elm-street 
whaif ,  (  tiail ;stown.    Accepted. 

Report  and  orib  r  for  a  permit  to  G.  W.  Hollis  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Wesiern  avenue, Ward 
19.    Or  ler  passed. 

Report  and  order  notifying  owners  of  Norih- 
ampton-street  Distiict  lands  that  none  except 
such  as  contract  with  the  c  ty  for  the  purpo  e  will 
be  peimittedto  f.ll  said  lands,  nor  be  paid  for 
such  filling.    Order  passed. 

Repoit  and  order  to  ."How  8450  per  annum  for 
rent  of  headquarters  of  First  Battal.on  of  lrfan- 
try  in  Boyl-ton  Hall.    Read  once. 

ELECTION  OF  PARK  CC  M  1ISSIONERS. 

The  repo.t  nominating  as  Park  Commissioner?, 
onuartcf  City  Council,  Al  lermen  John  T.  (  lark 
a'ld  James  Power,  and  Common  Couneilmen  E.  P. 
Wilbur,  George  A.  Shaw  and  C.  A.  hurditt,  and 
ceititieaie  of  "he  election  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  above  as  said  commissioners,  except 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  in  whose  place  James  0 .  Flynn  was 
chosen,  were  considered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  rule 
requiring  the  nominations  to  lie  ovei  was  suspend- 
ed, and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Crowley  cf  Ward  7,  Denny  of  Ward  9 
and  Perkins  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  rort  and  count  votes. 

Mr.  iVtinot  of  Ward  17  with  liew  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  Paik  Commissioner,  and  expressed 
thanks  to  his  friends  for   having   presented  it,  of 
which  he  was  not  aware  till  .his  afternoon. 
The  committ  e  reported  as  follows: 

Whol?  number  of  votes 63 

!Neces>  arv  to  choice 32 

John  T.  Clark  had 60 

James  Power 5.1 

Halsey  J .  Boardmau 40 

James  J.  Flvmi 39 

George  A.  Shaw 31 

Charles  A.  Burditt 26 

Edwin  P.  Wilbur 21 

George  P.  Denny 3 

L.  L.  Willcutt 3 

W.H.Kent 1 

J.  Goldchwait 1 

J.K.  Crowley 1 

William  Minot,  Jr 1 

F.  H.  Teabody 1 

A  ldermen  ,1  ohn  T.  Cla  rk  and  James  Power,  and 
Councilman  James  J  Flynn  weie  declared  elected 
in  concurrence,  and  (  ouhcilman  Halsey  J.  Board- 
man  was  declared  elected  in  non-eoncurtence. 

Theie  being  one  vacancy,  the  Council,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Crowley  of  "H  ard  7,  proceeded  to  a 
se.  ond  ballot,  wi.h  the  fellowiLg  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

iNeccssarv  to  a  choice 34 

Giorse  A.  Shaw  had 34 

E.P.Wilbur  11 

(.'.  A.  Burditt 14 

George  P.  Denny 4 

P.  H.Peabody 1 

And  Councilman  George  A.   Shaw  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OF  AN  OVERSEER  OF  THE  POOR. 

Certificate  of  non-con  cuirence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  election  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  choice  of  Samui  1  B. 
Cruf  t  in  her  stead,  was  received  and  considered. 

Mr.  i  erkins  of  \varJ  16  obtained  the  privilege 
of  sending  the  following  letter  to  the  chair  to  be 
read : 

Boston,  March  4,  1874. 

To  Couneilmen  Perkins  and  Shaw  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor: 
Gentlemen— Will  yon  please  convey  to  the  majori- 
ty of  the  honorable  Council  my  acknowledgments 
for  the  generous  support  given  my  nomination  as 


an  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  You,  gentlemen  of  the 
committee,  are  well  aware  the  position  was  one  un- 
sought by  me,  and  my  nomination  and  election  on 
the" pari  of  the  Council  was  without  any  effort  on 
my  part.  The  event  is  an  historical  one,  and  I 
think  I  was  the  first  woman  nominated  on  any 
ticket  as  a  member  of  the  School  Committee.  I 
have  not  now,  nor  never  had,  any  ambition  for 
either  of  these  positions,  except  so  far  as  it  gave 
me  opportunity  to  do  good  and  endeavor  to  reform 
abuses.  Least  of  all,  do  I  wish  to  prevent  the 
election  of  the  venerable  and  worthy  gem  leman 
whoso  manv  yeats  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers,  and,  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, 1  ke  myself,  are  evidently  opposed  to  the 
woman's  movement,  so  called,  you  will  oblige  me 
by  withdrawing  my  name  as  a  candidate  for  the 
position  to  which  I  have  been  elected  by  your  hon- 
orable board.  I  will  only  add  that  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  past,  I  shall  devote  my  efforts  to  aid  the 
poor,  and  expose  the  wrongs  done  them,  whether 
by  the  public  or  private  agents  of  the  charities  of 
Boston. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Warner. 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  beg  to  say  brietiy,  Mr. 
President,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  that  I 
regret  very  much  indeed  the  non-concurrence  of 
the  Board  of  Aldeimen  wdlh  the  Common  Council 
on  this  question;  for  I  believe  that  had  the  lady 
been  elected  by  that  Hoard  she  would  have  proved 
an  able,  efficient  and  capable  Overseer  of  the 
Poor.  1  have  only  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  for 
the  part  which  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  I  have 
nothing  to  retract  or  take  back.  I  am  entirely 
satisfied,  and  I  hope  other  gentlemen  are  too. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  the  name  of  this  lady 
is  wiihdrawm,  why  cannot  the  committee  retire 
and  nominate  another  lady.  I  think  itisneces- 
saiy  to  have  a  lady  on  that  board,  and  I  cannot  see 
why  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  elect  her. 
Tnere  are  a  great  many  cases  in  which  a  lady 
could  te  consulted  better  than  a  man.  I  think  the 
committee  had  better  retire  and  nominate  another 
lady. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  propose,  Mr. 
President,  to  flinch  from  any  duty,  either  private 
or  public,  which  devolves  upon  me.  Having  been 
one  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  who  favored 
the  election  of  a  woman  to  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  I  stand  here,  as  I  have  always 
stood,  favorable  to  the  choice  of  a  woman  to  such 
a  position,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  upon 
boards  of  school  committees,  although  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  But  I  honor 
more  than  anything  else  tire  womanly  indepen- 
dence which  this  lady  exhibits.  It  is  creditable  to 
her,  and  it  would  have  been  more  creditable  to 
the  men  had  they  stood  by  the  right  and  not  ma- 
ligned the  private  character  of  a  woman.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  woman  suffrage,  sir.  Neither  in 
private  nor  in  my  public  capacity  as  a  member  of 
the  General  Couit  have  I  ever  advocated  woman 
suffrage,  and  if  the  question  shall  come  up  requir- 
ing me  to  vote  upon  one  side  or  the  other  1  propose 
to  vote  against  it.  But,  sir,  when  I  am  called 
upon  to  use  my  own  judgment  and  responsibility 
I  shall  exercise  it  as  1  believe  will  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  society.  I  advocated  the  nomination 
and  election  of  this  woman,  and  I  am  proud,  sir, 
to  be  a  member  of  a  body  w  hich  had  the  inde- 
pendence and  manliness  to  elect  that  woman  to 
fill  this  place,  and  I  shall  be  proud  if  any  other 
woman  is  elected  to  the  position.  Let  gentlemen 
laugh  when  I  get  through.  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  position  I  have  taken  here.  1  consider  it  cred- 
itable to  my  own  manliness  and  character,  and  I 
shall  never  flinch  to  vote  to  place  a  woman  in  any 
such. capacity,  which,  I  believe,  requires  the  exer- 
cise 'of  her  talents,  discretion  and  judgment, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  better  than  man V  for 
conceptions  of  character.  For  a  sharp,  intuitive 
perception  of  character,  give  me  the  opinion  of  a 
woman,  and  in  my  judgment  the  instinctive  judg- 
ment of  woman  cannot  lie  brought  to  bear  better 
for  the  interests  of  society  than  on  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  so  thought  thirty-three 
members  of  this  honorable  body,  for  they  elected 
her.  I  do  not  say  this  in  justification  of  the  posi-' 
tion  I  have  taken,  but  that  it  may  be  recorded  here 
tonight  that  the  Common  Council  of  Boston  is 
ready  to  stand  by  the  rights  of  woman  in  this 
board.  I  s  olemnly  believe  that  if  a  ballot  were  to  be 
taken  tonight,  th  is  woman  would  receive  not  thirty- 
three  but  fifty  votes.  But,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
woman,  she  has  done  what  it  became  her  to  do, 
desiring  that,  there  should  be  no  discord  or  unhar-  ; 
monious  action  in  this  Council.    I  never  saw.  this  . 
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letter  until  just  before  my  colleague  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Chair  to  be  read.  She  be- 
lieves that  if  her  name  were  to  be  hi  ought 
forward  here  tonight,  and  she  "were  to  be  elected 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  her  name  woul  1  be  bandied 
about  as  neither  you,  nor  I,  nor  any  other  honor- 
able gentleman  think  it  ought  io  be.  I  shall  i.ever 
t, inch  fiom  doing  my  duly  while  I  am  a  member 
of  this  honorable  branch  of  the  City  (lovcrnment. 
Now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  permit  me- to-  say,  in  be- 
half ef  my  colleague,  a-  I  certainly  very  heartily 
say  for  mysc  If,  that  we  thank  the  members  of  this 
Council  for  adopti:  genu  minority  report  and  elect- 
ing Mrs.  Warnei  as  in  y  did.  I  have  nothing  to 
charge  against,  anybody.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
members  of  the  coordinate  branch  had  reasons 
satisfactory  to  themselves  which  defeated  Mr.-. 
"Warier  in  that  Board.  I  can  only  repeat  my 
thanks  and  the  thank-  of  thousands  of  women  in 
this  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  that  this 
Common  Council  had  the  manliness  and  indepen- 
de)  ceof  charactei  to  declare, by  a  majority  \ote,  in 
favor  of  the  election  of  a  woman  as  an  Overseer 
of  the  Boor.  I  am  not  allowed  to  say  what  I 
would  like  to  say  here;  it  would  not  be  becoming 
either  in  me  or  the  public  press  to  say  what  i 
would  like  to  state.  Therefore  I  re  f rain  from  say- 
ii  g  anything  more  than  I  have  said.  I  will  only 
add  that  tin-  clay  is  c  oming,  and  is  not  far  distant", 
when  the  Koaru  of  Over,  eers  of  the  too:  of  Bos- 
ton, as  well  as  of  other  cities  in  this  Common- 
wealth, will  be  managed,  and  pioi.ably  controlled, 
by  women;  and  I  belie ic  it  will  inure  to  the  best 
interests i  f  i  ociety. 

At  this  J  oint  the  subject  was  laid  aside  for  the 
special  assignment.  Subsequently  it  was  taken 
up,  on  mo. ion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0,  and  the 
Coined  proceeded  to  an  election.  Messrs.  Kim- 
ball cf  Ward  6,Flatley  of  Ward  4  and  Mooney  cf 
"Ward  2  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votss.    They  reported  as  follows: 

"Whole  number  cf  votes 59 

Nccessarc  to  a  choice 2s) 

Samuel  B.  Crult  had 39 

Lyelia  M .  "Warner 4 

Jennie  Collins 7 

Mrs.  John  Hobbs 4 

E.  B.  Rankin 1 

George  A.  Shaw ti 

.7.  B.TVIarlin 1 

Dennis  J.  Griffin 1 

And  Si  muelB.Criift  was  declared  elected,  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  up  the  spec-is  1  assignment  for  half - 
past  eight  o'clock,  being  the  report  and  orders 
establishing  .he  salaries  of  eiy  officers  for  the 
year  beginning  April  1,  1874,  wiih  amendments 
made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  thereto.  (City 
Doc.  No.  -6, 1874.)  The  several  orders  and  sec- 
tions were  read  by  the  President,  an  I  were  passe. I, 
without  debate,  in  concurrence  with  ihe  l.oaid  cf 
Aldermen,  with  the  exception  of  the  several 
sections  given  below. 

Section  fixing  sal  iry  of  Street  Commissioners  at 
S3500. 

Mr.  I'lynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  sum  $4000.  1  offer  this  amendment  at  this 
time  that  the  Street  Commi:  sio.  ers  may  be  o.i  a 
par  with  the  Board  of  Heal  h  and  1  ire  Depart- 
ment, who  have  t4U0t)  per  annum.  The  Board  of 
Health  aie  allowed  to  do  business  outside  their 
office,  wh  le  the  Str.  et  Commissioners  are  required 
to  give  sill  their  time  io  their  duties. 

Mr.  Denny  cf  Ward  y— During  my  experience  in 
the  Common  Council  that  same  argument  has 
been  used  for  the  regulation  of  salaries  a  great 
many  times,— that  one  salary  should  be  put  up  be- 
cause another  officer  is ceives  a  certain  sum,  but 
without  at  y  other  reaso.i  being  given  for  it.  I 
th  nk  other  reasons  should  be  given  why  salaries 
should  be  raised.  As  t  understand  this  case,  the 
salaries  of  the  Street  (  ommbsioners  aie  satisfac- 
tory to  them,  and  they  have  not  asked  for  an  in- 
crease. Certainly  it  is  a  sufficiei  t  reason  why  we 
should  make  no  alteration  heie."  We  might  as 
well  say,  because  v\e  pay  the  City  Solicitor  :  ix 
thousand  ciodais,  the  harbor  Master  shoult  ha\e 
alike  sum.  The  salaiy  was  fixed,  in  the  fiist 
place,  upon  consideration  of  the  services  to  be 
peifonned  by  the  officers  of  the  cliff  rent  depart- 
ltic  nts.  When  we  fixed  the  .-alary  cf  the  Fire  C  om- 
missiom  rs  an  effort  was  mace  to  make  it  $10.0, 
but  it  did  not  succeed;  we  decided  upon  $4000,  and 
that  was  satis  factoiy.  It  was  not  because  another 
oepaitme.t  rec  eiveu  $4000,  but  because  it  would 
be  adequate  compensa  ion  for   the    services   per- 


formed. That  shoul  1  be  the  rule  in  all  depa  t- 
ments ;  aa  i,  therefore,  1  do  not  think  this  amend- 
ment shoul t  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Flynuof  Ward  7—1  desire  to  state  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  were  fixed  be- 
fore the  gentlemen  leeeived  their  appointment, 
but  chose  of  the  Street  Commissioners  were  fixed 
after  the  officers  had  been  elected  by  the  people. 
1  shoul  1  have  no  objection  to  reducing  the  others 
to  ttfisMO,  to  make  t.ie  sal  tries  of  the  d liferent  com- 
missioners  equal. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  wish  to  be  understood 
as  putting  it  entirely  on  another  basis.  I  do  not 
th.nk  that  because  we  pay  one  officer  one  salary, 
we  must  pay  ano. her  the  same.  We  must  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  upon  an  entirely  different  basis. 
The  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners  were 
first  fixed  at  tsacoj,  because  it  was  deemed  ade- 
quate for  the  services  rendered,  and  I  have  never 
under,  tood  chat  the  commissioners  did  not  think 
it  an  adequate  sum.  \\  hen  their  services  and 
responsibilities  require  it,  i  think  we  should 
raise  their  salaries,  but  it  is  no  reason  for  raising 
them  now  because  we  pay  others  more.  Very 
liiicly  we  shall  establish  a  commission  this  year, 
with  salaries  more  than  $5000  or  $6000,  but  we  are 
not  going  to  raise  other  salaries  to  that  sum  for 
that  reason  simply.  I  think  it  is  sufficiently  un- 
derstood why  i  object. 

Mr.  Siiaw  of  Ward  5-1  agree  wiih  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  ho^e  the 
amen  iinen t  will  be  alopted.  I  do  not  care 
whether  tne  Street  Commissioners  ask  for  it  or 
not;  if  they  are  not  worth  S4J00  they  are  not 
worth  anything.  I  undertake  to  say  th  tt  their  re- 
sj  onsibiliiies  are  far  beyond  those  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  or  even  those  of  the  Honorable  Board 
of  Fue  Commissioners.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  there-pon  ibilnies  of  tho  e  officers.  The 
Board  cf  Health  have  certain  di-tinet  tluties  to 
perform,  and  that  they  do  them  well  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  so,  perhajs,  do  the  honorable  Board  of 
Fire  Ctimiiiis-ione.s,  who  sit  with  closed  doors— or 
have  done  so  lauly.  The  doors  of  the  Street  Corn- 
mis  iouers  aie  open  to  everybody.  Every  man, 
woman  and  chil  i  in  tae  city  of  noston,  who  has 
business  m  regard  to  the  streets,  his  a  light  to  go 
before  those  commissioners,  and  does  go  mere  and 
is  heard.  Now,  sir,  I  go  to  the  board  of  Fire 
Cdmmssioners  and  find  "private"  on  the  door; 
1  have  been  there  several  tones  and  found 
"priva  e"  on  the  door.  1  do  not  propose  io  intrude 
mytelf  upon  anybody's  privacy,  but  when  I  go  to 
the  office  cf  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  f 
have  not  even  had  to  open  the  door ;  they  hear  me 
and  eveiybody  else  with  proper  respect;  t hey  de- 
vote their  time,  energy  and  oxper  ence  to  the  pub- 
lic business,  and  if  their  set  vices  are  i.ot  worth 
this  salary  to  the  City  <to\ ■eminent  we  had  better 
abol  sh  tne  office.  With  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands and  millions  of  doll  trs  of  appiopriaiions 
which  they  have  vo  expend  e  ich  year,  to  a.-k  them 
to  live  and  support  their  families  upon  $3503  a 
vear  is  prepoite.ous.  We  have  three  good  Com- 
ini:  sioners  cf  Streets,  against  whom  noLoJy  in 
Boston  can  raise  his  voice,  and  we  ought  to  pay 
them  well ;  s40.)0  is  small  cough,  tf  the  Board  of 
Heal  h  are  worth  $4003  a  year  1  say  the  Street 
Commissioners  arc  worth  S5000,  ant  that  sum 
woul  t  not  1.  e  too  much.  1  hope  the  proposition  to 
make  it  $4000  will  prevail.  As  lo.-g  as  we  have 
got  good  men,  in  whom  the  entire  community 
nerve  confidence,  let  us  pay  them  enough  to  sup- 
port their  f  .imilies,  at  least. 

Mr.  Dact-y  of  Ward  20  —  Now,  sir,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries,  1  wi-h  to  state  that  this 
question  was  fully  considered.  The  Street  Com- 
missioners did  not  call  for  an  increase  of  salary; 
they  were  satisfied.  When  I  went  to  the  office  i 
found  all  three  of  the  gentlemen  sitting  there 
h  tving  a  good  time.  They  take  the  office  for  the 
pleasure  of  having  something  to  do.  it  is  very 
easy  to  spend  a  handled  thousand  dotlars  by  in- 
creasing salaries,  but  let  us  r.ot  do  so  until  it  is 
asked  for.  If  those  gentl  man  do  not  de  ire  an 
increase  of  salary,  why  do  you  wish  to  force  it 
upon  them? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  gi.cn,  on  motion  of  Mr.Thaeher  of  Ward  15) 
— I  only  ctesiie  to  say,  in  leply  to  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward 20,  that  he  found  the 
Street  Commissioners  in  their  office  with  nothing 
to  do,  that,  if  he  w  11  look  at  the  records  of  last 
year,  he  will  find  about  five  million  dollars  spent 
in  widening  streets ;  so  they  must  have  had  some- 
thii  g  to  do  in  pi  ocuring  e  inmates  of  the  value  of 
property,  even  if  they  had  done  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Dacey  cf  Ward  20—1  did  not  mean   to  say 
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that  th'y  do  not  do  their  duty.  I  stated  that  I  saw 
them  having  a  good  time. 

Mr.Minot  of  Ward  17—1  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
f.im  liarity  with  this  office,  and  1  fully  agree  with 
the  gentleman  in  saying  that  the  commissioners 
do  as  much  work  as  is  done  in  any  ocner  depart- 
ment. Th  y  are  actively  employe  L  a  1  v.  ge  part  of 
their  time,  and  the  office  is  one  of  very  great  re- 
sponsibility. Ihe  increase  asked  for  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  a  great  many  competent  judges,  none 
too  much,  for  their  services  are  fully  worth  i400J, 
if  not  more. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— 4S  for,  0  against. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  City  i  hysieiaii  and 
authorising  the  Comm.ttee  on  Health  to  allow  him 
the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  "Committee  on  Health,"  and  inserting 
instead  "Board  of  Health."  I  rind  by. hs  Audi- 
tor's estimates  that  the  Board  of  Health  have 
asked  for  ^140J  for  furnishing  this  team,  and  it 
has  not  been  put  into  .he  estimate  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health. 

'Ihe  amendment  was  adopted. 

Order  fixing  salary  of  inspector  of  Provisions  at 
$2000. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  the  committee  who 
have  the  management  of  this  matter  be  kind 
enough  to  explain  what  are  the  duties  of  this  of- 
ficer, as  distinguished  from  those  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Markets. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— I  suppose  that  he  goes 
round  to  the  maikets  and  inspects  meats,  and  if 
he  finds  any  defective  meat  he  will  be  very  care- 
ful that  it  does  not  go  to  the  Barker  House  or 
such  places.  If  his  dunes  are  not  to  prevent  bad 
meat  from  being  sent  to  first-class  hotels,  I  do  not 
know  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  either  very  thick- 
headed or  very  deaf —perhaps  both — but  l  do  not 
understand  the  explanation.  1  would  like  to 
kno.v  what  the  dut  es  of  this  officer  are.  I  sup- 
po  e  they  are  connected  with  the  market  in  some 
way  or  other,  i  hope  the  genileinan  will  speak  a 
little  louder.      ' 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Perhaps  when  I  have  been 
a  memter  of  thi  body  several  years,  instead  of  a 
few  month  ,  my  voice  shall  have  become  toned  to 


Inspector's  duty  is  to  look  at" te*  meats,  x  wish  I 
hau  the  voice  and  the  eloque-.ee  to  make  the  gen- 
tleman Lorn  Ward  5  understand  me  as  cleaily  as 
he  makes  me  understand  him. 

Mr.  Loring  of  \v  ard  12—  Tiie  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  has  stated  t.ie  duties  of  the  Inspector  of 
Provisions  very  correctly.  As  1  am  a  Utile  nearer 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  perhaps  I  can  be 
heara.  The  duties  of  this  otricer  are  to  examine 
all  the  meats  brought  to  the  Boston  market. 
In  trie  cour.e  of  a  year  there  is  a  very 
large  amount  of  unwholesome  meat  brought 
here  and  offered  for  sale,  and  it  would 
be  soli,  but  for  the  f.iithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  -Markets  and 
his  assistants.  1  think  that  in  one  of  his  reports 
he  stated  that  something  like  twenty  or  thiny 
veal  were  brought  to  market  in  a  short  time, 
which  were  considered  by  every  one  as  unwhole- 
some and  unsuitable  to  be  sola ;  it  was  probably 
not  more  than  three  days  old.  Tnat  is  only  one 
of  their  duties,  if  the  Inspector  succeeds  in  pre- 
venting such  meat  as  that  from  being  consumed 
in  notion,  he  is  entitled  to  ihe  salary  named. 

The  order  was  passed— 50  for,  0  against. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Library  at  53300. 

Mr.  Buriittof  ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "S3300,"  and  inserting "S400J.''  Itcau- 
not  be  said  of  this,  as  of  the  Stieet  Commissioners, 
that  it  has  not  been  requested,  for  it  has,  and  it 
was  expected  ihat  it  would  be  put  into  the  bill. 
'Ihe  duties  of  the  position  have  been  very  much 
increased,  and  as  one  wno  has  been  enabled  to 
watch  the  workings  of  the  library  for  several 
years,  I  think  this  addition  to  the  salary  is  much 
needed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  rise,  sir,  with  some 
hesitation,  to  second  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
who  his  last  spoken,  after  this  report  has  been 
through  the  hands  of  the  committee.  But  I  do  so 
because  I  have  been  informed  that  through  some 
inadvertence  the  question  of  an  increase  of  this 
officer's  salary  was  not  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  and  because  I  am  somewhat  famil- 
iar wicti  th3  uuties  of  the  oin.ee,  tne  manner  in 
which  they  are  performed,  and  the  danger  of  the 
city  losing  these  valuable  services  unless  some  in- 


crease is  made  in  the  Superintendent's  salary  at 
this  time.  The  present  Superintendent  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  has  occupied  that  position  about  four 
years;  he  gives  to  the  library  all  his  time  during 
the  day  and  a  very  large  portion  of  his  evenings. 
All  the  cataloging  has  to  be  done  at  home,  that 
it  may  be  done  properly,  so  frequently  is  he  inter- 
rupted at  the  library.  A  short  time  since  a  dele- 
gation from  the  city  of  Chicago  came  to  Boston 
and  visited  the  Public  Library.  They  were  charmed 
with  it,  as  are  all  who  come  here  from  abroad. 
They  made  application  to  the  Superintendent  to 
leave  his  present  position  and  go  to  Chicago.  His 
reply  was  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  for 
him  to  say  anything  on  the  subject,  that 
his  terms  would  be  such  that  they  would 
not  accept  them.  They  returned  home  and 
subsequently  sent  a  letter  to  the  Superintendent 
telling  him  "to  name  his  own  terms.  Owing  to 
the  solicitation  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
trustees,  the  Superintendent  has  been  induced  to 
remain  at  his  post  to  the  present  time.  Since  that 
delegation  of  citizens  fiom  abroad  called  upon 
him,  another  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where 
they  aie  about  to  start  a  library  of  their  own,  has 
visited  ours,  and  have  been  so  well  pleased  with 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  that  they, 
too,  made  application  to  our  Superintendent  to 
leave  us  and  go  there,  and  the  salary  they  tempted 
h,m  with  is  very  nearly  double  that  reported  by 
the  committee,  if  we  make  no  change  in  his  sala- 
ry at  the  present  time,  it  is  beyond  our  power  to 
make  any  other  during  the  year.  The  congrega- 
tion of  a  church  can  raise  the  salary  of  a  minister 
at  any  time  when  he  has  a  call  to  leave  them ;  but 
this  superintendent  must  respond  to  the  delega- 
tion when  a  call  is  made,  and  we  are  without  any 
power  to  increase  his  salary  in  order  to  retain  his 
services— and  if  we  had  the  power  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  not  like  to  be  put  in  the  position  of  bid- 
ding against  any  other  city  to  retain  those  services. 
For  these  reasons  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mi-.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  the  Superintendent  lives  in  Boston  or 
out  of  town. 
Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  know. 
Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Speaking  of  this  mat- 
ter of  increase  of  duties,  I  notice  that  the  Super- 
intendent is  very  prompt  to  be  at  the  depot  about 
two  o'clock  every  day  to  go  out  of  town,  so  I  do 
not  think  business  can  be  very  pressing  down 
there. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  hope  this  amendment 
will  prevail,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  there  is 
any  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  Salary  bill, 
there  can  be  none  more  meritorious  than  this.  We 
all  know  that  the  knowledge  required  for  this  po- 
sition is  only  acquired  by  a  lifetime  of  devotion  to 
the  work ;  it  is  very  rare"  knowledge,  indeed,  and 
when  it  is  acquired,  in  a  growing  country  like 
ours,  it  is  liable  to  be  put  to  the  severest  competi- 
tion. Then,  again,  when  we  are  increasing  the 
library  at  the  rapid  rate  that  we  are,  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  will  be  very  profitable,  if  judicious- 
ly made,  and  great  sums  would  be  squandered  if 
that  expenditure  was  in  inexperienced  hands.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  feel  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  that  we  have  a  gentleman  for  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Library  who  can  command 
the  admiration  of  delegation-  from  elsewhere,  and 
we  ought  to  testify  our  respect  for  so  skilful  an 
officer,  who  is  so  appreciated  by  others ;  and  that 
we  should  show  our  appreciation  of  his  services  by 
giving  him  adequate  compensation.  You  cannot 
compare  this  office  with  any  other,  and  a  vacancy 
would  be  more  difficult  to  fill  than  one  in  any  oth- 
er place. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— As  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  to  state,  an  offer  had  been 
made  from  a  neighboring  city  of  nearly  twice  the 
salary  the  Superintendent  receives.  I  would  like 
to  know,  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  if  we  can 
rely  upon  the  services  of  this  gentleman  for  an- 
other year. 

Mr.  'Kimball  of  Ward  6  —  That  question  was 
asked  by  me,  not  of  the  gentleman  himself,  but  of 
some  one  who  was  in  communication  with  him, 
and  from  the  reply  made  I  think  we  can. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  have  received  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  and  if  the  salary  is 
raised  to  §4000  ii  will  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—  There  is  another  sugges- 
tion on  this  subject.  The  increase  of  duties  on 
account  of  the  establishment  of  branch  libraries 
has  been  very  great,  and  the  superintendence  of 
all  these  branches  really  calls  for  the  best  talent. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— This  report  comes  from 
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th"  Committe  !  on  Salaries,  and  I  thii  k,  as  a  gen- 
eisl  thing,  a  eomm. tote  ought  to  stand  by  their 
cw„  w3,  t.  lh  10  was  i  o.ii  ii»'  befme  the  coin- 
mil  tee  which  c.  lleil  for  an  increai  e  of  this  salary. 
luoinjtki.owtlr.it  ii.  woul  i  be  impossible  to  re- 
place the  Superintendent-;  but  if  $700  will  keep 
mm  heie,  (lie    oininittce  vv  11  no.  oljject. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  think  1  understood  the 
gentleman  Loin  Ward  10  to  .•■ay  that  the  matter 
was  omitted  th  ough  inadvertence;  The  gemle- 
inan  Lorn  Warn  20  mf  arms  us  that  this  question 
was  neve.  b(fore  the  committee. 

Mr.  Burai  t  of  Ward  16— What  1  meant  to  say 
wa: ,  hat  the  appl  cation  wa  om  ttod  through 
inadvertence.  1  meant  to  say  that  Mr.  Winsor 
made  application  to  eome  partief,  but  they  inad- 
venientiv  negle,  ted  to  si  nd  it  to  the  committee. 
As  to  ihe  re.  ueme  cf  Mr.  Win;  or,  I  think  he  lives 
in  lio  ton;  1  rind  his  name  recorded  in  the  direc- 
toiy  a>  1  v.ng  in  B.ookl.ue  street. 

Mr.  nimb  11  of  Wara  6—1  think  that  when  the 
gentleman  f  om  Ward  15  sees  the  Superintendent 
going  to  th.  c  .rs,  he  is  visit  ng  some  of  the  branch 
Ltrari  s.  He  v.si.s  thsmin  th  ;  afternoon,  and  is 
at  the  centn  1  library  in  the  forenoon.  Since  his 
s;la-y  was  lixed  at  the  pie  eut  sum,  several 
bia.  chltbrar.es  h  ive  been  established.  In  reply 
to  .he  gentleman  f  om  Ward  5,  I  will  state  that  f 
u.-ed  tne  word  "ma  Ivertsnce."  This  question 
would  have  been  biought  to  the  other  branch  but 
for  inadvertei.ee. 

Mr.  Th  uner  of  War  1 15—1  woul  1  a«k  the  gen- 
tlem  nfrom  Ward  6  if  the  city  of  Boston  runs  a 
1-U  1  cl  Lraiyai  De  .ham?  I  have  seen  the  gentle- 
man vcy  reg  larlyaboat  half  past  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  in  the  fore..oon  coming f.om  the  depot  and 
aLouo  two  o  i  look  in  ihe  afternoon  going  to  the 
depor.  About  tnat  time  of  dny  i  am  not  generally 
so  blind  but  .hat  l  can  recognize  Mr.  Win.. or  when 
Isiehm. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— I  woul  1  like  to  ask  the 
gen.leiuan  f.om  Ward  15  wa  u  difference  i.  makes 
wiich  r  our  efficient  Saperintendent  of  the  Pub- 
lic  Library  lives  in  thi  c.ty  or  oat  of  U? 

Mr.  bo.tng  of  Ward  12— The  permanent  resi- 
dence of  the  Eru  erintsnueat  has  been  and  is  in 
Bosta.  ,  but  f  ir  change  and  relief  he  goes  out  of 
town  OeC  is  ion;  lly. 

The  amen  Imeut  was  adopted. 

section  fixmg  sal  try  of  Superintendent  of 
Site  >ts  at  *53uOO. 

M  ■.  Sibley  of  Ward  20-1  move  to  make  it  $J000. 
0.i  a3cou.it  of  the  g.ear.  ad  litioa  to  oar  streets  by 
the  riceut  annexation  of  territjrv  this  geatleman 
has  a  very  mu  h  1  irger  amount  of  work  to  do  than 
heretofore.  He  ha- .  hel  1  the  podttoa  m  my  years 
wi.h  enti.e  tati.f  tct  oa  io  the  tity,  and  if'lie  has 
been  worth  $J  OJ  heretofare  it  is  lOtalarge  in- 
crease which  1  have  proposed.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  lie  adopted. 

Mi-.  Flynii  of  rtfard  7—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  pietral.  There  have  already  been  added 
about  o  e  hund  e  t  and  eigaiy  miles  to  the  streets 
i.i  the  charge  of  the  Superintenden  ,  and  he  w  11 
.  b>ouligei  to  go  all  over  them.  The  appropria- 
tion for  paving  tiiii  year  will  be  $1.00,9)0  more 
than  u.  w.i  1  i  i  ye  ir,  and  $4  )0,000  will  be  requued 
for  the  -'burnt  district '  alane.  Jf  any  superin- 
tendent's sal  uy  .  houl  L  be  raised,  I  think  that  of 
the  Superintendent  cf  Sire  ts  should  be. 

The  amendment  wa-  ado  ited. 

Fection  lixti  g  salny  of  Saperintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buldi   gsa^BiaOO. 

Mr.  Kern  of  Ward  21— I  rnove  to  make  this  sal- 
ary »4Jt)U.  i  do  this  far  the  same  rea-ons  that 
were  offered  for  au  increase  of  thesala.yof  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  By  the  annexa.ion  of 
terri  ory  the  duties  cf  ih  s  office,  as  well  as  of  o.h- 
e.s,  are  very  1  rgely  increased,  and  it  seems  io  me 
that  Lostionger  reason  than  this  can  be  given. 
Tne  Su^e.ai.tmdentif  Fubl  c  Bu  1  lings  has  under 
his  chifgenea.ly  three  hundred  buil  ling-s  at  the 
present  time,  and  about  eighty  acres  are  cov- 
ered by  schooliiouse  property.  He  has  an  im- 
mense responsibility  and  work.  I  believe  he  is 
proh  bite  t  f.om  ct. gaging  in  any  other  business, 
and  it  tloe^  seem  io  me  that  a  compensation  of 
$4000  is  io  mo  e  than  ad' quate  for  the  immen  e 
lesponsibdi.y  he  h  is  to  bear,  and  the  work  he  is 
require  t  to  ^e  fj.m. 

Mr.  Deny  of  Ward  9— I  do  not  know  but  that 
the- reaton  given  by  the  gentleman  who  ju«t  sat 
down  is  perfectly  satLf  tcto  y,  but  st  11  it  will  ap- 
ply to  every  o, her  department  in  the  city  if  it  is 
api  licabl  ■  to  one,— that  is,  1  y  the  increase  of  ter- 
rnoiy  we  have  increased  tne  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  ail  the  departments.     We  might  as  well 


expect  to  begin  at  the  bottom  and  go  to  the  top, 
and  increase  all  at  once,  if  that  is  a  good  reason 
and  the  only  one.  With  reference  to  the  increase 
of  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Library,  I  think  that  is  a  good  one.  It  takes  two 
to  make  a  bargain,  and  we  certainly  could  not 
have  retained  his  services  if  we  had  not  increased 
his  salary.  I  foresaw  just  what  has  followed.  It 
is  always  the  popular  position  to  take  in  both  this 
branch  and  the  other,  and  it  comes  up  year  after 
year.  If  you  go  on  increasing  one  officer's  salary, 
for  the  reason  that  another's  salaiy  is  increased, 
you  might  as  well  look  the  matter  in  the  face,  and 
increase  all  the  others.  If  we  do  it  in  one  case  we 
might  as  well  do  it  in  another,  unless  special  rea- 
sons coull  be  given.  I  saw  no  reason  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
when  they  have  not  asked  for  it,  and  yet  I  do  not 
know  whether  we  could  get  as  good  Street  Com- 
missioners for  even  $6000  as  we  have  now.  But 
when  an  official  says  that  unless  we  increase  his 
salary  he  must  leave,  I  say  let  it  be  done,  unless 
special  re  i  ons  can  lie  given  against  it. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  will  say  one  word  in  an- 
swer to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  should  not 
have  moved  this  amendment  had  not  an  increase 
been  made  in  the  case  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Of  course  the  annexation  of  territory 
must  generally  require  additional  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities. I  want  to  do  what  is  exact  justice 
to  an  executive  officer  of  the  Government,  and  if 
it  is  right  on  account  of  annexation  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  th-n  it  is 
right  to  raise  that  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings.  I  know  something  of  the  amount  of 
work  that  is  required  by  this  office ;  I  know  what 
the  committee  have  to  do;  I  see  the  great  respon- 
sibiliy  resting  upon  the  shoul  lers  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  I  believe  that  his  compensation 
shou/.d  certainly  lie  >  It)  10,  if  that  of  tins  Superin- 
tendentof  Streets  is  increased  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  — Mv  po-itiou  is  the  >amo 
as  that  of  the  gentleman  'from  Ward  21.  The 
superintendents  of  Streets  anl  Public  Bu  1. lings 
took  tneir  offices  at  the  same  time,  about  ten 
years  ago.  I  do  not  know  wdiy  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  is  not  as  f  lithful  an  officer  as 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  If  we  pay  one 
$4000,  we  shoul  1  pav  the  other  the  same. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  — Would  it  not  be  better  to 
refer  this  report  back  to  the  committee,  and  let 
them  equalize  the  salaries.  If  it  keeps  on  this 
way,  when  we  get  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Lunatic  Hospital  I  shall  propose  an  amendment 
myself. 

Mr.  Loving  of  Ward  12— I  know  of  no  good 
reason  why  the  salary  of  this  Superintendent 
should  be  increased,  and  if  there  is,  it  has  not 
been  cleaily  explained  to  the  Council.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Butl  lings  requires  many 
assistants  in  the  erection  of  buil  lings,  and  I  think 
attention  should  be  given  to  securing  good  men 
for  tho-e  positions  rather  than  to  inert  asing  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent.  But  if  those  asking 
for  an  increase  will  state  in  detail  what  are  the 
reasons,  and  if  I  can  see  how  the  Superintendent 
is  worth  more  now  than  heretofore,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  vote  for  an  increase. 

Mr.  K'jnt  of  Ward  21  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1)— I 
have  nothing  to  say  except  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  1  ist  spoken,  and  that  is  in  regard  to 
an  application  for  increase  of  salary.  TheSuper- 
intendent  of  Public  Buil  lings  has  "desired  an  in- 
crease, but  not  unless  a  disposition  is  shown  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of  other  depart- 
ments. He  does  not  de  ire  it  unless  other  officers 
of  equal  grade  of  duty  have  their  s  alaries  increas- 
ed. That  may  perhaps  account  for  the  fact  that 
no  application  has  been  made. 

The  amendment  was  adojited^O  for,  25  against. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $:;oo  i.  am  n  led  by  Board  of  Aldermen, 
s.o  as  to  make  it  S3J00. 

Mr.  Smiih  of  Ward  10  moved  to  make  the  salary 
§3500. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8—1  heartily  second 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  saliryj  shoul .1  be  increased.''  The 
duties  of  this  office  have  been  greatly  increased, 
and  last  year,  when  the  s  alaries  of  herds  of  other 
departments  were  advanced  from  $300  to  $500, 
this  one  was  not.  We  all  know  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  territory  h^  increased  the  services  cf  this 
Sunerinteadent;  he  has  a  large  number  of  lamps 
to  look  after,  and  he  is  employed  from  morning 
till  night.     1  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 
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The  office  i°  on  a  par  with  those  cf  the  superin- 
tendents cf  Pull  c  i  uilumgs  and  Streets,  andlbe- 
l.eve  is  thirl  in  ihe  ratio  of  appropriations, 
•i  h>  amendim  ni  was  alo^.ie  .. 
Section  fixi.  g  s;  biy  cf  i-'-ui  eriLtendent  of  Pos- 
ton  Lunatic  Hosi  itcl  at  S^OO. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 -I  move  to  amend  ly 
making  ihe  srlaiy  of  this  officer  j^BOO.  lam  i  ot 
acquainted  \vi  h  the  geulernan  who  occupies  that 
1  o  ition,  I  ut  I  thii  k  that  as  he  is  a  man  advanced 
in  years  he  certainly  i.eeis  an  increase  of  sala.y. 
He  cani.ot  afford  .o'live  on  a  2200  a  year,  even  with 
the  ad\  ai.tages  that  the  ci  y  gives  him.  He  his 
got  to  take  in  as  much  extra  business  a-s  the  Su- 
perintended cf  Plrtets  o  Pull'ic  Libiaiy,  and 
if  we  vote  aw:  y  money  as  we  ha\e  (.one  tonight, 
he  may  have  to'  take  in  moo  than  eve.'.  I  think 
we  ought  to  inc.ea  e  the  salaries  of  men  advanced 
in  years  who  e  nos  ton  cannot  be  iilljd,  tith  r  in 
Bos. on  or  outside  cf  i  . 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  am  indinel  to  second 
the  moiou  rf  the  ge.tleman  fiom  Ward  20, 
though  l.ot  for  the  rea;  on  he  gi.es,  but  because 
the  capacity  and  tal  nt  lequireJ  is  worth  all  the 
anient  met  t  sug^e  is,  and  ;  1  o  for  ai  othei  reason. 
A.  y  one  who  is  at  r  11  acquainted  with  these  in-  ti- 
tutions,  knows  the  incessant  lal  or  and  con- 
stai  t  anxiety  1  hat  atte.d  the  (lis.  harg  ■  of  su(  h 
du.ies;  ihe  immei.se,  weaing  resi  onsbli  y  that 
exists;  ana  is  aware  of  the  fact  tint  almost  all 
superin  endents  cf  lunatic  ho  pit;  1  break  clown 
in  their  herlih  before  iheir  Piloted  time— I  siate 
that  as  a  fact,  ana  1  ki.ow  that  s  o  fa  a^  the  labors 
cf  this  position  are  concerned,  they  are  in- 
cessant. I  ki  ow  something  of  th  s  Superin- 
tendent's abili.ies— that  they  are  rccogi.i7ed 
as  thorough  among  tho  e  who  are  skll'd 
in  that  part. cv.lai  department  of  m  dicalscie.ee; 
and  although  i  shoul  l  not  eniiuly  a  (O-d  with  all 
Ihe  iea:  ons  suggested,  it  doei  seem  to  me  th.tin 
this  par.icula.  .  ase  theie  is  eminent  leason  why 
the  salary  sho;  11  be  'nereasi  d. 
The  amendment  was  ado,  te  '. 
tor.  Peat  o  .y  of  Wa.'d  9— Bcf  o  e  the  finrl  motion 
on  the  pas  age  of  this  order  is  pu.,  pemit  me  to 
call  attentio.  to  section  2.  Yon  have  raised  the 
i  alaiies  in  sections  1,  3  and  4  to  HO  J  J,  while  ;  ec- 
tion  2  (relating  to  ihe  s  upeiintendei  t  of  <  ommon 
Sewers—  43300  salary)  has  been  left  untouched. 
Itmay  te  1  epause  that  officer  has  not  ha,,  f  .rends 
here  to  push' his  claims,  and  he  may  have  Leen 
wellsaiisl.ed  if  o.her  s;  lar  es  had  i:ot  Leen  in- 
crease I.  But  now  he  in  iy  fjel  that  ju'tice  has 
not  been  dore  him  if  his  saluy  :  h;  11  not  be 
charged.  I  do  not  know  htm,  !  ut  t  have  an  im- 
pression that  he  is  an  efficient  officer.  1  only  wish 
to  call  the  atiention  of  ;h?  Cou.cilto  the  f  i<:t,  and 
make  a  motion  to  change  the  srlaiy  to  sa.OO,  not 
hoping  that  it  will  pas;,  but  simply  'to  call  thj  at- 
tention cf  the  Coui.o  1  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Harrington  cf  Ward  8  impaired  if  the  mo- 
tion was  in  order. 

Mhe  Piesident— Th3  Cha'r  rules  that  it  is  rot 
stric.ly  in  order,  its  ly  allowing  ihe  liberty  of 
go.ng  back  to  make  amendments  we  might  get 
into  trouble.  Jf  any  member  objects,  the  Chair 
will  rule  it  out  c  f  orae* . 

Mr.  Harrington— I  object.  I  have  a  case  of  the 
same  kind  that  l  want  to  go  back  to. 

Tlie  Chair  ruled  tile  motion  out  cf  order,  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

S  ctionlixing  salaiy  of  Clerk  cf  Police  at  SJ1500. 
Mr.  ihach  r   cf  Ward  15   moveito   amend   by 
making  it  S1S00. 

Mr.  Brack -.tcf  Ward  10— The  geitlemanf  om 
AVardlS  anticipated  my  inttnt'on  to  make  ihe 
same  mo. ion.  It  strikes- me  that  this  amendment 
i*  o  e  that  is  eminen.ly  p.oper  to  be  made.  I 
think  the  stlary .  eceiveu  by  ti.e  C  lerk  of  tne  Police 
Department  is  1-3.  sthrn  that  receive  I  by  the  clerk 
of  any  oth"r  depaituient  in  City  Hall,  l'o;  in- 
stance the  Clerk  of  the  Street  Commissioners  le- 
ceives  62000;  thai  cf  ihe  injector  of  luil  lings 
§20i)0;  and  1  presume  others  are  as  high.  1  thii.k 
none  of  tho  e  salaries  aie  too  large  for  the  duties 
of  the  positions,  and  I  know  of  no  leason  why  that 
of  the  Cleik  of  Police  shoul  t  not  be  inciea;  e  l  in 
the  same  ratio.  It  has  been  said  that  this 
is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  an  increa:  e. 
Admit. ing  that,  I  believe  there  is  :,ufli<  ici.t 
reason  for  an  inert  ase  in  this  case.  I  believe  hW 
duties  are  mo.e  laborious  and  continue  through 
moie  hours  than  any  other  cl3ik.  Wh-m  Satur- 
day af  ernoou  arri.es  the  c'.uties  cf  ;  11  other  de- 
partments are  ended  ;  but  in  ihe  case  of  this  clerk, 
he  is  employed  f  .om  8  A.  M.  to  CP.W,  eveiy  :  ecu- 
lar  day  in  the  week,  ant  ihe  same  hour  on  Sun- 
day—and  he  has  no  holidays.    His  salary  has  not 


been  increased  since  18C8;  it  is  the  same  now  that 
it  was  then,  while  neaily  all  the  salaries  in  other 
departments  of  the  Governmei.t  hav  e  been  raised. 
All  who  have  to  transact  business  at  the  Chief-of- 
Police's  office  are  convinced  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  clerk.  When  we  con:  idee  the  hi  rue  amount  of 
labor  he  has  I  think  this  will  be  a  small  addition 
to  his  salary. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salaries  of  patrolmen  of  the 
Folice  Depaitment  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
day. 

Mr.  McCarty  of  Ward  5  moved  to  amend  by 
making  the  sum  ¥3  25  per  day. 

The  amendment  »;i-  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES   FOR  1874-5. 

The  President  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  sent  up : 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  | 
City  Hall,  Feb.  28, 1874.     ) 

Edward  O.  shepord,  is(/.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir — The  undersigned,  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  complying  with  the  requirements  of 
the  ordinance  in  iel  ition  to  finance,  has  the  honor 
of  presenting  to  the  City  Council  the  accompany- 
ing estimates  of  the  money  which  will  be  needed 
to  meet  the  exj  enses.  cf  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1874-75, 
commencing  May  1,  1874,  and  terminatu  g  April  30, 
187.5,  and  pav  t.lie'State  tax;  assessed  upon  the  city 
of  Boston  for  1874. 

The  Auditor's  estimates  for  the  coming  finan- 
cial year  would  neces  arily  present  an  increased 
amount  for  taxation  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  city, 
the  recent  acts  of  annexation  ha\  ing  added  one 
city  and  two  towns  to  our  municipality  ;  but  they 
also  present  items  for  taxation  of  amounts  for 
buildings  which  have  heretcf  ore  been  obtained  on 
ten-year  loans,  the  frequency  of  which  loriowing, 
during  the  year,  after  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  expenses  of  the  year,  has  been  injurious  to  our 
financial  standii  g.  An  additional  reason  why 
these  amounts  should  be  taxed  is  the  fact  that  at 
the  present  time  we  are  unal  le  to  borrow  money 
at  par  at  six  Der  cent,  interest.  The  burden  is, 
therefore,  increased  upon  generally  the  same  class 
of  taxpayers  within  the  period  cf  ten  yeais  by 
loriowing.  The  taxii  g  for  Hi"  amount  necessary 
for  the  cost  of  such  public  buildings  as  school- 
houses,  police  station  houses,  engine  houses, 
stables,  etc.,  is  one  that  has  commended  itself  to 
the  late  Mayor,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Herce,  and  the 
Committee  on  Finance  of  1853,  and  was  indorsed 
by  the  present  Mayor,  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  in 
his  inaugural  adthess  to  the  City  Council.  The 
amount  asked  for,  which  has  usually  been  bor- 
rowed, is  §874,0 JO. 

All  the  loans  authorized  by  the  City  Council  up 
to  the  first  of  this  month,"  but  not  negot  ated, 
amounting  to  $4,000,000,  have  been  placed,  $3,300,- 
000  of  which  at  3y2  f«  4y4  percent,  discount,  and 
there  are  now  before  and  been  passed  1  y  the  City 
Council  orders  for  loans  for  completing  ihe  Burnt 
Di  trict,  Washington-street  extension  and  Devon- 
shire-street extension  improve  incuts  tor  S2,n;i(),000. 
Tlie  Northampton-street,  district  improvement 
already  conim>  need  will  requite,  it  is  estimated,  a 
loan  of  §500,000,  and  tne  extension  of  the  water 
mains  in  the  outlying  districts  §50ti.ot)0  this  year; 
so  we  have  alreauy,  with  i  o  new  undertaking,  of 
which  there  are  many  pressing  to  lie  done,  $3,000,- 
000  to  be  borrowed  during  the  coming  financial 
year. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1874-75  are  SJ14,24».?t>3  (10 
The  estimated  income  tor  1874-75  is 2,728,850  liO 

811,520,413  110 
To   which   add   three   per   cent,   for  the 
amount  ot  taxes  which  will  not  be  paid 
into  the    treasury  during  the   financial 
year 345,612  00 

We  have  a  tota'  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Arditcr  ol  Am. mils,  should  be  the 
tax  for  1S74 $11,866,P25  00 

The  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  this  year 
exceeds  that  of  last  y.'ar,  as  follows : 

Tax  of  1S74 $11,866,025  00 

Tax  of  1S73 8,638,002  00 

Increase  of  the  tax  in  1874 S3,227,i33  00 

The  valuation  of  the  city  as  now  constituted 
was,  May  1, 1873,  as  follows: 
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COMMON      COUNCIL. 


Boston $6",'t,SII,''i,n  (10 

Oharlestown  ii^iii.iw  oo 

WestRoxbury 2.mi;, j  no 

Brighton H,54.,531  00 

$765,818,713  00 


To  this  valuation  of  .$705,818,713  may  safely  be 
added,  without  increa  ing  valuer  generally  for 
new  buil  lings  in  the  burnt  di-.trict  and  other  por- 
tion? of  tli3  city,  surfi  ient  to  assu  ne  that  th^  val- 
uation of  the  city  on  the  1st  of  M  ly  next,  w  11  be 
$800, 100,003;  a->d  ba  ed  upon  that  amount  the  tax 
to  be  levic  1  to  obtain  th3  sum  require.!  and  the 
amount  to  be  a  lie  J  by  the  As  essors  for  abate- 
ments, etj.,  will  certainly  be  $15  prr  $10UJ,  an  in- 
crease of  $2  20  per  $1000  over  last  year.  In  three 
instance s  i he  amount;  has  been  "larger:  in  1805, 
$15  Si);  1X07,  $15  50;  an.l  in  1870,  $15  30. 

The  following  table  presents  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion on  each  $1030  of  property  for  the  past  ten 
years : 

1804 $13  30  1863 $13  70 

1865 15  80 ;  187U 15  30 

1366 .- 13  Oil!  1X71 13  10 

1867 15  50  1872 1170 

1868 12  3o|l873 12  80 

The  average  for  ten  years  being  $13  05  for  each 
one  thousand  dollars. 

The  ci  y  of  Boston  now  pays  40  106-1000  per  cent, 
of  th3  State  tax,  in-tea.d  of  30  821-10)0  last  vear; 
being  of  $2/003,000,  the  amount  aske  I  for  by  the 
auditor  of  th  :  Stan1,  $kil',120,  ag  linst  last  year  for 
the  ,-ame  amount  of  total  tax,  $730,480. 

The  estimate,  ma  le  by  ill 3  several  departments 
in  nearly  all  cases  show  a  heavy  increase. 

The  Assessors'  Department  lias  been  placed  as  a 
regular  standing  appropriation,  the  expen  es  in- 
curre  1  by  this  department  h  icing  been  heretofore 
charge  1  to  the  appropri  ition  f  irS  ilaries,  Printing, 
etc.  The  amounts  a  ke  1  for  .-alaries  and  printing 
are  consequently  reduced. 

Tue  Tru  (tees  of  th  ■  City  Hospital  call  for  an  ap- 
propria*"io  i  of  $109,000,  for  the  erection  of  a  com- 
modious wing  to  meet  the  urgent  wants  of  poor 
patien.s. 

The  Board  of  Health  ic  pure  $5000,  for  (he  care 
of  burial  grounds,  exc-pt  the  Mount  Hope  and 
Cedar  Gro.e  cemeteries,  which  have  been  here- 
tofore in  charge  of  the  City  Registrar,  the  ordi- 
nance establl  "hing  said  board  making  it  their 
duty  to  care  for  the  same,  and  $8000  for  new 
uriiials. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  th  •  Evst  Boston  Fer- 
ries, in  addition  to  the  amount  for  regular  run- 
ning expenses  of  thf  ferries,  aek  for  $14,000  for  a 
new  drop  and  t  ink,  and  $10,000  for  repaying  the 
North  l'  er,  y  avenue. 

Tue  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners'  fi'st  requisi- 
tion embraces  the  expenses  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Are-alarm  telegraph  an  1  bells  and  clocks, 
and  the  total  is  in  amount  $751,892,  showing  an 
increase  over  the  appi  epilation  for  the-e  depart- 
ments last  year  of  ,>149,G30:  but  a  fuither  appro- 
priation will  be  ne  >ded,  before  closing  this  Anan- 
cial  year,  to  the  original  one  granted.  Included 
in  their  estimate;  aie  items  for  meetins  the  in- 
creased farce  of  firemen,  tools  and  machinery  for 
a  new  repair  shop,  and  for  extension  of  the  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  lo  l'.righ  on.  Also  for  repairs  on 
the  build  jigs  in  their  charge,  which  have  been 
previously  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buil  ling*-,  the  change  being  made  as  an  eco- 
nomical one,  as  it  is  believed  .hat the  expend  tures 
for  small  repairs  will  be  more  ju  liciously  made 
under  the  imm  'diate  supervision  of  the  board. 

The  amount  a>ked  for  the  Raving  Departmei  t  is 
inexce  s  by  $300,000  of  the  amount  of  last  year; 
the  to.al  of  $1,309,000  is  represented  as  being  act- 
ually required  to  nice  the  wants  of  the  citizens. 

'the  communications  from  the  committees  on 
Public  Bail  lings  and  Public  Instruction  show  the 
amounts  needed  for  new  buildings,  the  completion 
of  those  now  erecting,  and  the  land  needed  for 
site    for  the  new  schoolhouse.". 

The  Police  Department's  request  embraces  $25,- 
090  for  a  new  harbor  police  boat,  including  fire 
apparatu  ,  and  $22,400  for  a  mounted  police.  Total 
amount,  $865,000;  increase  of  $105,000  over  last 
year. 

The  total  amount  asked  for  carrying  on  the 
schooD  is  £1,743,401),  exceeding  the  amount  of  last 
year  $352,275. 

The  interest  account,  stands  at  $2,700,000,  an  in- 
crease over  last  year  of  $418,000. 

The  Water  Works  estimate  includes  $380,000  for 
main  pipes  to  replace  ol  I  ones  in  the  city  proper, 
of  which  amount  £2(10,099  has  been  contracted  for 
uncler  authority  of  the  City  Council. 
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No  amount  is    placed    for   the   carrying  on  the 

Mystic  Water  Works,  as  the  revenue  derived  from 
said  works  pays  the  cost  of    maintenance  and   the 

interest    on   the   Mystic  water  loans,  and  leaves  a 

balance  to  be  carried  to  the  sinking  fund  for  the 
redemption  of  said  loans. 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  and  de- 
crease of  each  appropriation  estimated  for,  com- 
pared with  those  of  1873-74: 

Increase 
Estimated       and 
,  .^  1873-74.  1874-75.   Decrease. 
A <0h I  inn  to  City  Hos- 
pital   ....  $190,000        $190,000 

Advertising $6,000  6,000 

Annuities 512  512              

Armories 22,000  25.OU0            3,000 

Assessors' Department  104,729          104,729 

Board  of  Health 86,274  102,700           lb,426 

lee  inn  Harbor 10,000  10.U00               ..  . 

Bridges 28,000  52,000           24,000 

Cedar  Grove,  Cemetery  3,000  3,000               

Cileries     River      and 

Warren  bridges 7,000  45,102           38,102 

Ch'stnut-IIill  Drive- 
way   5,000  18,500           13,508 

City    Hospital 110,000  120,000             10,000 

City  Registrar's  De- 
partment*   15,700  12,400           $3,300 

Common,      public 

squares, etc 80,000  115,700           35,700 

Completion  of  build- 
ings   ....  113,000          113,000 

Contingent  funds 10,000  10,000 

County  of  Suffolk 325,000          350, I           25,000 

Fast  Huston  ferries....  2'J0,000  270,000          }2O,0OO 
Kngi-ieers'         Depart- 
ment   24,000  30,881             6,881 

Fire  alarms  and  bells 
and  clocks,  Fire  De- 
partment, etc 602,256  751,892          149,636 

Grammar  school- 
house,  L  street 15,000  ....          $15,000 

Health  Department...  383 ,550  446,607           63,057 
Improvement  of  build- 
ings   ....  40,000           40,000 

lie  idental  expenses...  87,000  87,000               

Inxpeeiiun  of  build- 
ings   16,800  22,000             5,200 

Interest  and  premium.  1,695,1,00  2,li.V>.liu0          360,000 

Lamps 3:10,0110  455,500            65,500 

Markets 10,000  11,195             1,195 

Militia  bonntyt 45,000  ....          $45,000 

Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery   15,000  17,500             2,500 

New  engine  houses....  ....  130,0,00          130,000 

New  sell,,,, I    I, mining.;  ....  315,000           315,000 

Overseers  of   Poor....  73,400  101,825           28,425 

Old   claims 1,500  1,500 

l'aving,  grading  and  re- 
pairs of  streets 1,000,000  1,300,000         300,000 

Police 700,000  865,000         165,000 

Printing  and  station- 
ery   35.000  38,000            3,000 

Public  baths 40,000  40,000 

Public  buildings 92,000  107,000            15,000 

Pol, be  ixsiituii  .ns.viz.: 

House  of  Industry 180,000  210,000           30,000 

House  of  Correction...  90,500  110,000           bi.ooO 

Lunatic  Hospital 60,000  65,000            5,000 

Pauper  expenses 31,500  60,000           28.000 

Si  -mi  boat  H.Morrison  16,000  20,000            4,000 

Office  expenses 8,000  9,000            1,000 

Public  lands 6,000  6,000 

Public  Library 90,000  135,000           45,000 

l.iuai'aniine  Oepail- 

ment 19,250  20,000               750 

Regisl  ration  of  voters 
and  election  ex- 
penses   20,000  20,000 

Reserve  Fund 300,000  300,000 

Salaries 166,000  101,000         $65,000 

Si  boo  s  and  School- 
houses,  viz.: 

School  instructors 1,024,875  1,256,600         231,725 

School     expenses, 

School  Committee...  86,750  119,400          [32,650 

Salaries     of     officers, 

School  Committee...  24,500  35,400           10,900 

Snlioolliouses,     public 

buildings 255,000  332,000           77,000 

Schoolhouse  sites ....  86,000           86,000 

Sealers  of  Weights  and 

Measures 7,000  7,400                400 

Sewers 200,000  300,000          100,000 

Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners   2,809  2,800             

State  Tax 736,480  802,120           65,640 

Surveyor's-       Departs 

ment 40,000  59,000           19,000 

Waterworks 336,500  787,500          451,000 

v,  aiie  Works,  interest 

and  premium 653,000  711,000           58,000 

W(  ;i  Huston  and  Cra- 

Wrie's  bridges 54,000  29,500         $24,500 

Melting  streets 300,000  309,000             

Totals $10,932,147  $14,249,263    $3,489,916 

The  Board  of  Health  have  charge  of  the  cemeteries 
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heretofore  under  the  care  of  the  City  Registrar,  which 
causes  the  decrease. 

-I- raid  bv  the  State  direct  to  the  companies  instead  of 
through  the  city.  This  item  of  appropriation  has  heen 
alwavs  offset  in  the  income  column  by  an  equal  amount, 
as  the  amount  paid  has  always  been  refunded  by  the 
State. 

t  Decrease— Total  $172,800. 

The  following  table  s hows  the  estimated  income 
of  1873-74  compared  with  that  of  1874-75,  with  the 
increase  and  decrease  in  each: 

Estimated  Estimated  Increase 


1873-4. 


City  Hospital 

Common 

Corporation  Tax 

County  of  Suffolk.... 
East  Boston  Ferries. 

Fees 

Fire  Department 

Health  Department. 

Interest  

Militia  Bounty. 


1874-3.        and 

Decrease. 
816,000        Si, 000 


350,000 

130,000 
220.000 


211.(1110 
8,000 
80,(100 


Outstanding  Taxes 450.000 

Overseers  of  the  Poor... 

Paving 

Police 

Public  Institutions 

Public  Libra  ry 

Quarantine  Department. 

Kents 

Schools 

Sewers 

Unclaimed  Drafts 

Waterworks 


Totals $2,545,610 


4.-<n.noo 

22,200 
25.000 

8,000 
00,000 

2,000 


1,010,000 
$2,728,800 


1,700 
RO.OOO 

*45,U00 


*  Decrease— Total,  $120,000. 
Total  'ncrease  cf  estimated  appropriations  for 

1874-75 $3,439,916 

Total  d  'crease  of  estimated  appropriations  for 


INCOME. 

Estimated  income  1874-75 

1873-74 


Increase  of  income  1874-70 $  I  s?,200 


amount  required  (38,380,437)  in 


Increase  in  1874-75 $'4,017 


RECAPITULATION. 


Less  increase  of  income  in  1874-75. 
Increase  of  tax  as  before  stated .. . 


The  accompanying  communications,   which    I 
have  received  fom   the  several    boards,  depart- 
ments and  committee?,  contain  the  detail  which 
aggregate  the  amount  lequirc  1  in  each  case. 
All  of  which  is  lespeclf  ally  submitted. 
Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditoi  of  Accounts. 

UNl/NISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  b  11  rf  S.  B.  HeustiF,  police  offi- 
cer, amounting  to  £18,  for  extra  s  ervices.    Passed. 

Order  authorising  a  contract  with  Phineas  E. 
Gny  for  fuinishii.g  and  dei  o-itii  g  filling  for 
No^th  mp ton-street  District,  at  not  exteedug 
$6  40  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards. 
Passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory f  oi  me.  ly  occupied  bv  (  ompany  K ,  First  Rf  gi- 
ment,  M.  V.  M.,  and  to  njlow  SlOOii'per  annum  for 
rent,  cf  armory  now  occupied  1  v  said  com]  any,  in 
Washington  Hall,  f.om  Jan.  1,  1874.  Pass  ed— yeas 
50,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Na- 
thnmel  Cushing,  to  be  compensate  1  for  personal 
injuiies  caused  by  an  alleged  drf?  ti  -  BaiUett 
stieet,  (  haileslown,  in  1872,  a.  ]  etition  for  which 
was  p  e  ented  to  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Al  'er- 
men  of  (  hailestov\n,  previous  to  annexation.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  C lxims. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Julia 


McEvoy,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
from  an  allege  1  defect  on  Tiemout  stieet.  Re- 
ferred 1o  (  ommittee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewf  11  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  David 
A.Dunbar  ct  al.,  for  a  new  avenue  from  Market 
street,  Brighten,  to  Brattle  square  in  Cambridge, 
so  as  1o  make  a  direct  loute  from  (  hestnut-Hili 
Re  ervoir  to  Harvard  College.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Flailey  of  Ward  4— Petition  cf  James  F. 
Farley,  executor,  to  le  reimbursed  for  taxes 
erroneously  paid  on  estate  cf  Patrick  Haikins,  de- 
ceased, m  i870,  amounting  to  $128  23. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Thncher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  <  laims— Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Al  xander  Stl°s  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Warien 
Bridge.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Caw  ley  of  Ward  2,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  suiialle  candidates  for 
Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Ballast— Report  rec- 
omm°nding  the  election  of  the  foUowii.g-r.amed 
per.-  ons : 

Inspeetor-in-Ohief— Edward  Hatch. 

Assistant  Inspector.-—  John  Kenney,  George 
Faulkner,  Abijah  R.  Tewkshury. 

Report  accepted,  and  nominations  laid  over. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Wardl,  for  i he  Commiitee  on 
Water — Report  on  the  order  to  allow  1he  e-  ect'on  . 
of  a  railway  station  on  Pnd  lit  longing  to  the  city 
near  the  Che  tnut-Hill  Reservoir,  leioinmending 
the  passage  of  the  act  ompanying  order: 

Ordeietf,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  grant,  for  a  tei  m  of  ten 
years,  the  use  of  a  portion  <  f  the  land  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  square  feet,  belonging  to  the 
eity  of  Boston  rear  th"  Chestnut  H  11  Reservoir, 
and  adjoining  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road, as  a  site  for  a  passenger  ra'lwr.y  station,  to 
be  erected  by  certain  citizens  cf  Ward  10,  the  ex- 
act location  to  be  defined  on  a  plan  made  by  the 
City  Surveyor;  said  station  house  to  be  removed 
at  the  end  of  said  teim  upon  the  order  cf  the  Wa- 
ter Board  or  the  City  Council,  unless  a  further  use 
cf  the  land  is  granted  by  the  City  Council,  or  the 
owners  of  said  building  acquire  the  land  by  pur- 
chase f  om  thn  city;  and  said  owners  shall  have 
the  privilege,  in  case  Hie  ciiy  should,  sell  its  lands 
adjoining  or  of  pun  basing  said  site  at  any  time 
within  one  year  from  the  sale  of  said  lands,  by 
paying  therefor  the  average  price  for  which  the 
said  at.  joining  lands  were  sold. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Put ditt  of  Ward  1G,  for  the  Committee 
on  i'ul  lie  Buil  ling.— Report  on  the  order  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  cf  adding 
one  or  more  stories  to  the  Faneu  1  Hall  Market 
building,  that  they  deem  it  expedient,  tut  at  pres- 
ent it  is  impossil  le  to  ext  cute  the  s  ainc.  from  the 
fict  that  the  upper  stones  cf  ihe  building  are 
leased  for  bu-iness  ]  uipor  es  until  Octol  er,  18^5. 
it. 


of  tlte  committee  whether  these  leases  have  not  a 
condition  in  them  that  they  may  be  revoked  upon 
a  certain  notice? 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1G— I  am  not  al  le  to  an- wer 
that  question  ;  hut  the  cominit.ee  consideied  that, 
as  they  weie  leased  for  $9000  a  year  for  the  time 
stated — alihough  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  do — 
it  would  be  as  well  to  do  it  six  years  hence  as  this 
year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  does  not  arswermy 
question.  I  want  to  know  whether  thei  e  is  a  stip- 
ulation in  these  leases  Ike  those  in  other  leases, 
that  they  may  be  revoked  upon  thiee  months',  or 
some  notice  if  a  similar  <  haraoter.  If  such  is  the 
case,  or  whether  that  is  1he  case  or  not,  it  seems 
to  me  Hie  committee  ought  to  be  aware  of  the 
fact.  The  committee  think  it  is  a  good '.h'ng  to 
do,  but  they  are  not  ready  to  do  it  at  the  present 
time  because  there  is  a  three  yeais' lease.  Now, 
sir,  if  there  is  the  ordinary  stipulat  on  in  those 
leases  that  there  is  in  o.her  lea'  es,  it  seems  to  me 
that  ath  antage  might  be  taken  cf  it,  and  the  work 
commenced  and  completed  this  year.  I  think 
there  is  no  question  but  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
do.  Well,  if  it  is  a  good  thing  to  doV  letusbeg'n 
upon  it;  the  s  ooner  w  e  begin  the  sooner  it  will 'be 
finishe.l,an  1  the  sooner  w  e  vv  llbegt  t.inganin  oa:o 
from  it.  I  made  this  suggestion  fr<  m  the  fact 
that  there  is  to  be  a  fair  hi  1  i  here  1his  year,  anil 
there  is  now  no  building  fitted  for  the  purpo  e.  I 
thought  this  I. nil. ling  might  be  cringed  in  time 
for  the  fair,  instead  of  electing  a  building  be- 
tween Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market  built '.ing, 
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so  that  the  fair  plight  he  held  under  one  roof. 
Tnlsss  we  know  there  is  no  stipulation  of 
(his  kind.  I  hope  the  matter  will  lie  over  that  we 
may  hive  time  to  get  the  ii  formation. 

Mr.  Burditt— I  am  unable  to  answer  (he  ques- 
tion, and  as  I  have  no  desire  but  that  the  subject 
shall  have  the  best  treatment,  I  move  that  the  re- 
port He  upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting,  when 
1  will  en  leavo.  to  have  the  ii  formation  asked  for. 

The  report  was  1  lid  upon  the  table. 

Ey  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— Report  for  the  Joint 
Committee  o:i  Aimorie- ,  on  petition  of  Company 
A,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  increase  of 
armory  rent,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
forme  lv  occupied  by  Company  A,  First  Battalion 
of  Infaetry,  M.  V.  Mi,  at  Minot  Hall,  corner  of 
Spiinglicl  i  and  Washington  streets  be  discon- 
tinued from  and  aiVer  th-  lir.-t  day  (  f  March  A.  D. 
1874,  and  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory 
now  occupied  by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall, 
No.  3  West  Concord  street,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  March  A.  D.  1874,  and  continuing  until 
otherwise  ordered;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Order  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fiie  Department,  report  on  recommen- 
dations in  report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
for  February,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
narce  establishing  a  fire  department,  so  as  to 
make  the  number  of  assitant.  engineers  thirteen, 
and  the  whole  num!  er  of  members  in  the  depart- 
ment .'even  bundled. 

Passed. 

ByMr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  i  he  part  of  the  Common  Council— Re- 
vort  on  request  of  Committee  on  Streets  of  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen  for  an  additional  loan  of 
.si.GJO.noi)  to  1'iimi  leie  the  plan  of  street  improve- 
ments on  the  "burnt  district,"  that  the  additional 
appropiiation  i-  require  1  to  meet  the  extra  ex- 
pense caused  by  widening  Broad  street  to  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  foot  of  Summer  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  al;o  for  the  improvements 
in  the  vicinity  of  ihe  new  Post  <  Iffice,  tic  original 
estimates  for"  which  weie  much  In  low  the  actual 
expense  incurred  by  the  city.  The  committee 
recommend  that  the  order  be  rcferied,  in  concur- 


rence, to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    Report  ac- 
cepted and  order  referred  as  recommended. 

TRUSTEES  BOSTON  COLLEGE  LAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  report 
and  order  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  the 
substitute  order  for  removal  of  so  much  of  the 
restriction  on  land  of  Trustees  of  Boston  College 
as  will  permit  them  to  build  within  seven  feet,  in- 
stead of  tei  feet,  of  James  street,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  receding  and  concurring 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  passing  the  origi- 
nal order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C— When  I  offered  this  sub- 
stitute order,  I  did  so  supposing  there  would  be  no 
objection  on  the  pari  of  anyone  to  the  form  in 
which  the  substitute  was  put.  I  did  it  with  the 
view  of  piotectii.g,  as  I  thought,  the  rights  of  the 
city  in  the  matter.  I  find  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  wish  it  passed  in  its  original  form, 
and  as  I  do  not  desire  to  press  the  substitute  any 
further,  I  withdraw  all  objection. 

On  motion  of-  Mr.  Crocker,  the  Council  voted  to 
recede  and  concur. 

FOURTH   OF  JULY. 

By  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  — 

Ordered,  That  one  member  of  the  Council  from 
each  ward,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  coming  Fourth  of  July 
the  (  ost.  of  said  celebration  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  .S2r,,0(i(i,  to  be  i  haiged  to  Incidental  Expenses. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington 

ELEVATORS  IN  CITY  HALL. 


ings   consider   the   expediency   of  haying  one   or 
more  elevators  placed  in  the  City  Hall. 
Passed. 

MUSIC  ON  THE  COMMON. 

By  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
provide  free  open-air  concerts  during  the  summer 
months,  on  Ho -ton  Common,  at  East  Boston,  South 
Boston,  Boston  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury,  Brighton  and  Charle.- town;  the  expense  of 
the  same  not  to  exceed  (jufioo,  and  to  be  charged 
to  Incidental  Expenses. 

Laid  upon  the  table,  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
newell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    9,    1874. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  hell  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirteen  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  Disirict  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers— Dana  Towns,  Summer 
street;  Henry  G-.  Jordan,  Wellington's  whaif,  210 
Federal  treet;  James  Connolly,  Union  Institution 
for  Pavings. 

Police  Officer— Jo-eph  E.  Palmer. 

Severally  confirmed. 

THE  PR  H'OSKI)   SEWER  IN  BRIGHTON. 

The  order  of  notice  of  the  intent  on  to  construct 
a  common  sewr-r  in  North  Harvard  and  Franklin 
street",  in  Brighton,  was  considered. 

J.  W.  Sai  -ticl  I  appeared  and  objeete  1  to  being 
assessed  for  the  construction  of  the  sewer.  He 
did  not  see  any  necessity  for  a  sewer;  his  house 
was  h'gh  and  dry,  but  the  street  is  in  a  bad  state, 
no  sidewalks-,  lamps  or  water,— nothing  has  been 
done  to  it  far  many  year.-.  To  question s  by  Al  ler- 
man  Power  he  sail  he  had  constructed  a  stone 
drain,  by  which  the  water  from  his  pi  iceis  carried 
.off. 

(  hailes  Norton  objected  for  the  same  reason; 
some  individual  might  need  a  sewer,  but  he  did 
not;  he  has  quite  good  drainage;  thought  public 
nece-sity  or  convenience  ili  lno.de man  l "the  sewer. 

William  Norton  also  objected;  his  place  is  dry, 
and  put  lie  necessity  does  not  demand  the  sewer. 
To  Alderman  Power  he  said  he  was  taxed  for  a 
little  over  nine  dollars. 

Charles  Norton  (recalled)  said  to  Alderman 
Power  that  he  was  taxed  last  year  for  forty-four 
dollars,  part  of  which  was  for  personal  property; 
he  vote  l  for  the  sewer  at  tic  Brighton  town  meet- 
ing on  condition  that  he  should  not  be  assessed 
any  hingfor  it. 

Mr.  Sar.-fiel.l  (recalled)  said  to  Alderman  Power 
that  he  was  taxed  for  about  16,0)3  feet  of  land, 
and  he  had  never  voted  at  town  meetings  except 
on  the  question  of  annex  ition.  He  opposed  the 
bud  ling  of  the  sewer  by  the  town  of  Brighton. 

Mr.  Carnev  objeete  1  for  the  same  rea  on;  he  has 
alittle  place  wh'ch  is  dry  enough  without  a  sewer; 
he  has  a  drain  which  1  'ads  into  the  river  through 
the  marsh;  he  voted  far  the  sewer  at  the  town 
meeting,  but  not  to  assess  the  abutters  for  it. 

Mr.  Nil  >s  appeared  in  behalf  of  some  property 
hollers  on  the  street;  the  Ian  I  being  oecup.ed  as 
pasture,  the  sewer  would  dry  the  land  and  render 
it  unfit  for  that  purpose,  for  which  they  prefer  to 
use  it  at  present  instead  of  building  upon  it. 
Another  objection  was  that  the  owners  of  this 
property  wo'ul  I  have  to  bear  an  undue  proportion 
of  the  assessment  To  Al  lerman  Power  he  sail  he 
did  not  know  of  the  intention  of  bud  ling  the 
sewer  by  the  town,  being  absent  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Spal  ling  appea'.  e  i  far  a  portion  of  the  same 
property,  en  1  gave  substantially  the  same  objec- 
tions as  Mr.  Ndes. 

Mr.  Cio  day  did  not  need  the  sewer  and  as  a  citi- 
zen he  objeete  .1;  he  attended  the  town  meeting, 
but  did  not  vo.e  for  or  agunst  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Young  thought  tnat  a  sewer  put  through 
thee  might  be  an  advantage  to  the  street,  but 
would  do  more  damage  than  good  to  individual); 
it  will  d.ain  a  few  pond  holes  in  the  vicinity. 
Where  the  sewer  has  already  been  constructed  it 
ha«  taken  away  ths  water  from  the  well  ,  except 
when  there  has  been  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  To  Al- 
derman Power  he  said  he  voted  for  the  sewer  at 
the  town  meeting,  thinking  it  woul  I  be  taxed  gen- 
erally throughout  the  town.  He  thought  it  woull 
drain  the  road,  and  it  was  constructed  more  with 
that  view  than  for  house  drainage.  He  thought 
roi 

stagnant  ponds 
beside  the  road,  causing  injury  to  health;  but  on 
the  whole  it  is  not  needed  for  house  drainage. 
Few  people  there  word  I  avail  them  elves  of  it. 

Mr.  Fennel'  coul  I  derive  no  benefit  from  the 
sewer,  though  it  might  be  of  use  to  the  publio 
passing  through  there.  He  never  went  to  any  of 
the  town  mee.ings,  and  objected  to  being  assessed 
for  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Cronan  owned  an  estate  which,  last  year, 
was  taxed  far  $4  :  0,  did  not  want  a  sewer  there, 
no  benefit  to  him  far  house  drainage. 


the  sewer;  he  was  not  a  citizen  or  a  voter,  and  did 
not  want  to  pay  anything  for  the  sewer. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  of  L.  J. 
Young  et  al.  against  the  continuance  of  work  on 
the  sewer  already  begun,  and  there  being  no  one 
else  desiring  to  be  heard,  ths  order  ana  remon- 
strance were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

REMONSTRANCES     AGAINST    JOURDAIN'S     MUSEUM 
OF  ANATOMY. 

The  following  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Roxbury  Soeiety  for  Medi- 
cal improvement,  hel  d  February  25,  1S74,  ihe  fal- 
lowing re-ol  i  ion  was  unanimously  a  lopted: 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  ths 
honorable  Board  of  Al  lermen  are  respectfully 
requested  by  this  soeiety  to  refuse  the  application 
by  Jourlain  &  Co.  for  a  renewal  of  ihe  license  of 
their  (so-called)  Museum  of  Anatomy,  this  exhibi- 
tion having  aeen  established  for  illegitimate  pur- 
poses, and  being,  f  artnermore,  prejudicial  -to  ths 
morals  of  the  conainun  ty. 

ARriiuR  H.  Nichols,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  undersigned  hereby  respectfnll/  petition 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  ihe  Board  of  Aldermen 
not  to  again  allo.t  any  such  exhibition  in  this  city 
as  the  so-called  "G  illery  of  Anatomy  and  Me  lical 
Seience  ,"  bur..ed  last  year,  and  thau  the  Chief  of  - 
Police  be  directed  ro  forthwith  close  any  similar 
place  now  open.  This  they  wash  in  the  "cause  of 
decency  an  I  public  moral. ty.  (srigne  I)  Wdliam 
B.  Rogers,  E.  R.  Mudge,  J.J.  Driscoll,  T.  M.  B. ew- 
er, E  iw-ard  rf.  Clarke,  James  L.  Little,  Charles  W". 
Freelun  1,  E.  N.  riorsf.ar  1,  J.  Hun  inr  on  NVoleott, 
F.  M.  Wei  I,  George  Sued,  Udw.ird  Atkinson,  E.  S. 
Ritchie,  WiHiam'Moun.f.ird,  Thorn  is  T.  d^ouve, 
ElwaruPage,  N.  Sdsbee,  Henry  W.  William  .  J. 
Wil  -y  E  Imun  Is,  Ceo  ge  C.  Richardson,  11.  C.  Wa- 
terston,  Albert  Bowker,  E  Iwnr  I  Warren,  William 
S.  Appleton,  S.  L.  Abbot,  George  W.  \v"ales,  J. 
Collins  Warren,  S.  Dana  Hiyes,  R.  H.  Eddy,  T.  K. 
■Loth' op,  T.  S terry  Hunt,  E.  P.  Whiople,  John  J. 
Willi  uns. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Boston  Seamen's  Friend  Society, '  that 
the  1  ne  of  Salem  street,  at  the  corner  of  diennet 
street,  may  be  defined. 

To  the  Committee  on  PuVic  Lands.  Stephen  H. 
Tarbell,  for  an  extension  of  time  in  which  lo  build 
on  East  Fourth  street,  for  one  year  from  May, 
1874. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Burne.l  & 
Prescott,  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  natural  curiosi- 
ties at  all  W  ishiugtoa  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Benjamin 
H.  Greene  et  al.,  that  Beach  street  be  widened 
near  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Sutldinjs.  Samuel  Hatfield,  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  situate  I  on  Washing  on  street,  Ward  19. 

Francelia  M.  Cook,  to  eteet  woo  len  building  on 
Dorchester  avenue  near  Glover's  Corner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  First  Battalion 
of  Cavalry,  for  authority  to  hire  for  an  annoy  the 
rooms  in  Pem!:e  ton  square  1  itelv  occupied  as  the 
headquarters  of  the  Fast  Rsgiment,  and  for  the 
necessary  appropriation  for  rent. 

To  the  Committee  on  Puviny.    Michael  Gorm- 
eley,  Cook  H  unly,  Mala  eh  i  Clark,  R.  W.  Gordon, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Roxbu  y. 
,    R.  H.  Davi=,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Do-ch  >s:er  avenue  near  Glover's  Corner. 

Highlm  1  Street  R  lilway  Company  for  addition- 
al locations  as  follows:  In  Cou  t  street  between 
Tremont  and  Washing. on  street5,  with  connec- 
tions with  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Ra  1- 
road  Company  on  Tremont  and  Washington 
street5. 

Asahel  H.  Glover,  to  be  pai  1  far  grade  damages 
on  Dorche-ter  avenue  near  Ellsworth  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroid  Company,  for  authority 
to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  hor-es  and  cars 
the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Riilway  Com- 
pany in  Shawmut  avenue  and  Washing. on  street, 
with  suitable  connections  swit  -h"s  and  curves. 

John  T.  Belford  ct  al.,  F. cleric  Guil  I  et  al., 
F.  E.  Hall  ct  al.,  for  change  of  name  of  Shawmut 
avenue  to  Washing  oi  street  f  om  Guild  Row  to 
the  line  of  De.lhum  in  No:f  oik  County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Jesse  Smith,  to  occupy  woolen  s.able  for 
one  horse  on  Brooks  street,  No.  116. 

Mary  E.  Burges-,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Fuller  street,  from  Dorchester 
avenue. 
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Delano  &  Little,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Vinton  street,  leading  from  Dorches- 
t3i- stie.st. 

James  i'.  Tighe,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  sis 
additional  horses  on  Silver  street,  adjoining  No. 
80. 

Adam  Patterson,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Granite  avenue,  near  Adams  street, 
Ward  16. 

Hugh  Nawn,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  six- 
teen horses  on  corner  of  Rockland  street,  near 
Dale  street. 

J.  W.  Wolcott,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  six 
additional  horses  on  EastDedham  street,  in  rear 
Of  656  Harri-o.i  avenue. 

Joshua  D.  Who. f,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  th  ules  stree.near  Freeman  street. 

Wlliam  Burnett  &  Co.,  to  occupy  brick  stable 
for  twenty-five  horses  on  Commercial  street,  No. 
392. 

John  Wallace  el  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  stable  by  James  T.  Tighe,  near  80  Sil- 
ver street. 

B.  Sheehan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Milford  i  lace,  No.  43. 

Burnetii  Fresco. t,  to  occupy  a  stable  for  four 
hones  on  Boylston  t 1  ice,  Ward  8. 

To  the  JJonnl  of  Sired.  Commissioners.  Fhincas 
A.  S.cne  et  al.,  that  Cross  street  maybe  so  wid- 
ened on  the  southwesterly  side  as  to  make  an 
eighty  foot  street,  to  extend  from  Haymarket 
square  to  Commercial  street  They  repre:tnt  that 
its  present  nanovv  state  leads  to  constant  inter- 
ruption to  travel  and  transportation,  and  that 
1hus  widened  it  woul  L  furnish  a  continuous  line 
for  transpo.tatioa  from  Commercial  street  across 
Maym  uke.  square  to  Sudbury  street. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATION    FOR    EAST    BOSTON- 
FERRIES. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committe  on  Finance: 

Officio  of  East  Boston  Ferries,) 
E  vst  Boston,  March  '■),  1874.  | 
To  the  Honorable  Cily  Coanril .-  Gentlemen— '1  he 
Directors  of  th-'  East  Bo-ton  Ferries  regret  that 
they  are  compelled  to  ask  for  .he  additional  sum 
cf  eigh:  tho  isan  I  doil  irs  io  d  fray  the  expense  of 
the  department  for  the  present  financial  year. 
The  deficiency  in  our  funds  was  occasioned  by  our 
being  compelled  to  pay  about  live  thousand  dol- 
lars for  paving  the  avenue  leading  to  the  North 
Ferry,  which  was  not  estimated  for;  also  the 
payment  from  our  general  fund  of  several  thou- 
sand doll  irs  for  unfinished  contracts,  the  funds 
provided  for  the  same  being  pl.iced  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Respectfully,  for  the  Directors, 

D.  D.  Kelly,  President. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Hannibal  F.  Ripley,  constable,  be- 
ing presented  duly  certified  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

On  the  netifcion  of  S.  J.  Peet,  f  or  leave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  boiler  and  engine  at  59  George 
street,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
Oil  Monday,  March  30  li  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  the  petition  of  A.  P.  Blake  et  al.,  directors  of 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company, 
for  the  lo.ation  of  the  route  of  said  railroau  m  the 
city  of  Boston,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  on  Monday,  March  30th  mst.,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION  FOR    OVERSEERS    OF 
THE  POOR. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Boor: 

Oefice  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  > 
Boston.  March  9,  1874.     ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— At  a  meeting  of  the  Bo  rd  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  the  undersigned  was  authorized 
to  apply  to  your  honorable  body  for  an  appro- 
priation of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the 
additional  expenditures  of  their  department 
for  the  current  year.  This  deficiency  is  caused  by 
the  unusual  calls  for  .assistance  during  the  pa-t 
win  er,  particularly  for  temporaiy  aid,  and  for 
other  expenses  not  contemplated,  growing  out  of 
the  recent  annexation  of  new  territory  to  Boston. 
Appended  to  this  communication  is  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  appro- 
priation, it  being  understood  that  a  portion  of  the 
sum  will  be  returned  to  the  city  treasury  from  cit- 
ies and  towns  and  tie  Commonwealth,  for  dis- 
bursements made  on  their  account. 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 


ESTIMATE. 

Extra  far  our  poor  in  other  eiucs  and  towns $  5I>0 

Extra  f  >r  pen-dons  and  i  rants  paid  at  office lllUO 

Extra  f  ir  to   1  anil  urn-cries 2UUU 

Extr  i  i  or  supplies  tu  i-ick  Slate  p ior 1UUU 

Extra  fir  L'-oip  ir.iry  relief  of  per  -.ms   having  no 

settlement 3330 

Extra  supplies  t  i  the  pour  in  Wards  17  and  1:)  from 

January  to  April  at) ■   2"m> 

Total ■. Sm.uiiU 

MONTHLY   REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Febiuaiy  (Ci  y  Docu- 
ment No.  30)  was  received  and  sent  down. 
Appropriations, 
Kcvmues,  etc.        Expended.       Unexpended. 
General.... sdl-n-un  7s        si,*  ii.  !w  u.        st.jW.l  ■>  lo 
Special lu,iius,:j-l  02  0,6/2,4.7  41  3,in,HS  00 

$21,4Sl,74j  Bll       &10,5iS,7dS  10  $4,3..3,03S  70 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  F  re  Commissioners 
for  Februaiy  was  reeei\  ed  and  sent  down. 

Whole  number  of  alarms  du  ing  the  month 
forty-nine,  including  eigh.een  still  al  tim-,ag  tin  t 
nt.y'-seveu  for  same  nionlii  in  1S73.  Los  on  build- 
ings, §78:-J;  insurance  oil  building2,  ft  120,000;  lo.s 
on  stock,  §44,020;  insurance  on  stock,  §139,50J. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  canci  1  existing  leases  of 
Faneail-Hull  Market  stall  ,  cell  us,  etc,,  and  to  is- 
sue new  lea  es  lunning  for  th  ee  jears  faun  A  nil 
1, 1874,  with  certain  modifications  of  present  con- 
dition-.   Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  Join  Barkhi'on  §812  92, 
and  Isaac  H.  <  ary  $2087  40,  for  Stony-Brook  dam- 
ages.   Severally  pa  sed. 

Order  for  appointment  cf  a  special  commntee  to 
act  as  inspectors  of  prisons,  etc.,  in  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty. Passed,  and  Alderman  Cuter,  Emery  and 
Bigelow  appointed  said  committee. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petidoas  of  J.  F.  F.iil-y.  Daniel  A.  Dunbar  ci  a?., 
Nathaniel  Gushing  and  Julia  McAvoy.  Referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  with  lraw)  on  petition  cf  Alex- 
ander Stiles  ti  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  the  draw  of  Warren  Biidge.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Certificate  of  election  by  the  Common  Council 
of  H.  J.  Boardman,  as  a  Park  Comnii  sioner,  in 
place  of  th tiles  A.  Burditt.  The  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot,  Aldermen  Siebbins  and  VVorthington 
being  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  Councilman  H.  J.  Boardtna.i  received  12 
votes  and  was  declared  unanimously  elected  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  amendment  of  the  Fire 
Ordinance  co  as  to  increase  the  number  of  assist- 
ant-engineers to  thirteen,  and  the  nuinbei  of 
members  to  seven  hundred.    Order  liassed. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  with  Phmeas  E. 
Gay  for  furni.hing  and  depositing  filling  for 
NorUiainp.on-srreet  District,  at  not  exceeding 
§G  40  for  each  square  of  eight  cubic  yards. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placi..g  elevators  in 
the  City  Hall. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  tabl°.    Losr — 2  for,  0  against. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  subject  has  been  before 
the  Government  year  after  year,  and  as  it  has  not 
been  granted  heretofore  1  hoje  this  Board  will 
not  be  hasty,  but  will  pot  themselves  upon  the 
necessity  of  it  before  voting  for  it.  That  was  the 
reason  I  voted  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Power — Th  u  was  al  o  my  reason  for 
voting  to  lay  it  upon  the  table.  It  has  'been  before 
the  Government,  and  it  was  always  thought  that 
an  elevator  was  not  wanted  here."  It  has  always 
appeared  that  the  members  of  this  Government 
came  here  gladly  and  went  away  with  great  re- 
luctance.   I  trust  the  Board  w  11  not  be  hasiy. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  voted  for  the  order  to  get 
information,  and  I  do  not  know  how  to  get  it  With- 
out sending  it  to  the  committee  ;  we  cannot  get  it 
by  laying  the  order  on  the  table. 

'I  he  order  was  passed. 

The  Auditor's  estimate.--  for  1874-5 (City  Doc.  No. 
29)  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 
The  Board  concurred,  and  Aldermen  (.  utter, 
Power,  Worthington,  Hall  and  Emery  were  joined 
to  the  committee  on  the  parr  of  the  i>oaid. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 
The  Salary  bill  came  from  Ui  Common  Council 
concurred  in,  with  the  following  amendment:: 
Make  salary  of  Street  Commissioners,  §4000;  of 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buddings,  ^4000;  of  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets,  §1000;  of  Superintendent 
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The  qnesi  ion  was  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mon C  ouneil  in  in  iking  Hi :  ;  alarics  of  the  Street 
Commfe ioners  $4i;00  each. 

Alremian  f'tclil  ins  moved  that,  that  subject  be 
laid  upon  ill  ".able,     ho-t. 

Alderman  Cutler— I  move,  if  it  be  in  order,  to 
recommit  that  section  to  ihe  Committee  on  Salar- 
ies. 

Al  lerman  Siebbins— For  what  purpose  is  that 
section  to  be  re  committal? 

Alderman  Cut.  er —  i  he  comm i  i  tee  reported  that 
the  salaries  of  the  Street  Commissioners  shall  be 
§3.01)0,  and  all  the  members  signed  the  report. 
When  they  come  in  he^e  one  member  advocates 
§40)0,  virtually  i  Hughs  jring  his  own  report.  I 
wouliliketo  see  a  unanimous  report  from  that 
commit.ee. 

Al  lerman  Frescott— I  hope  it  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted,  as  it  will  piovokc  the  fame  discussion  in 
the  committee  that  it  has  in  this  hoard.  It  would 
be  bet-. ."i-  to  h  ive  the  niaiter  setilel  by  this  Board. 

The  Chairuim  ruled  that  a  reeomini  ment  of  the 
sect  on  referred  to  would  carry  wi.h  it  the  whole 
order  of  whi<  h  it  is  a  par:'. 

Alderman  Power— 1  under  tand  ihat  the  altera- 
tions made  by  the  Common  Council  in  Hide  ihe 
superintendents  of  Streets  Pul  be  Bud  lings,  Pub- 
lic L  b:aiy,  Lamps,  an  1  Clerk  of  Police.  I  sup- 
lo'etl  tha"  it  vioull  carry  all  of  those. 

Al  lerman  Cutter — I  trust  the  Bo  ird  will  allow  it 
to  be  lecommUted.  I  can  see  that  there  is  consid- 
eral  le  diss  ati  f  ic lion  among  the  heal- of  differ- 
ent departments,  'i  hey  were  told  Ly  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sal. nil's  .hat  iheiewoull  be  no  charges 
made  and  therefore  they  did  not  present  their 
claims  to  have  their  salaries  increased.  Now  tliey 
find  that  changes  have  been  made,  and  as  ihey  do 
not  will  to  be  flighted,  or  appear  as  stais  of 
i  eeond  magnitude,  they  eonri  er  that  it  is  but 
-just  to  teem  that  ih-y  should  have  a  voice  b  fore 
the  Committee  on  Salar.es ,  and  1  trust  this  Board 
will  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Al  lerman  Stebbii.s— Do  I  mi  lersiand  the  Al  ler- 
man to  favor  an  increase  cf  salarie--,  and  that  lie 
moves  tore. ommit  in  order  that  the  salaries  may 
be  raised? 

Al  lerman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  howthefen- 
ileman  can  understand  that,  for  th  :  iei-ord  shows 
that  I  voreil  against  any  increase.  The  fault  is 
with  the  Siilaiy'Coniini:  ;ee  ;  "they  made  a.  mis.ake 
by  f  ivoring  some  and  not  favoring  o. hers.  I  do 
not  know  why  we  shoul  I  increa  e  salaries  this 
year.  Certai  "ly  busim  ;  s.  outside  of  City  Hall  does 
not  demand  it.  The  Street  Commissioners  will 
work  just  as  well  if  we  do  r.ot  increase  their 
salaries.  We  will  only  burden  the  taxpayers  so 
much  more.  We  have  ihe  same  agents  io  run  the 
Govfrnment  that  we  had  la~t  year.  Now  is  it 
right  to  impose  this  addit'cnrl  burden  upon  the 
taxpayers?  No  argument  can  be  mi'-o  1  in  favor 
of  an  increase  cf  salaries  in  City  Hall  this  year.  I 
venture  to  say  i  hat  if  the  office  s  1  >ave  their  \  osi- 
tions  there  w'll  be  as  many  ap  lioant-  far  them  as 
we  have  for  places  on  the  police  force.  If  you  de- 
sire to  go  on  and  increase  the  taxes  cf  this  cny— 
and  ro  greater  curse  can  be  put  upon  the  <  ity  than 
a  high  rate  of  taxa'ion— yoe.  will  had  that  capital- 
ists ,\ ill  leave  us.  I  beg  the  Eo  ird  to  con:  ider  the 
interest  of  the  taxpayers  before  imposing  this 
extra,  expense  upon  them. 

Al  lerman  Power — 1  sup;  o  e  lhat  it  i;  unnece;- 
saiy  to  say  that  I  oppo  ed  the  raising  of  ai.y  sala- 
ries this  year;  but  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
majority  of  i\v<  I  on  il  to  do  ;  o,  I  hope  they  will 
do  it  jus. ly  and  fairly  and  with  regard  for  the 
merits  of  Ihe  officers.  There f  are  I  hope  it  will  go 
back  to  the  committee  ihat  the  sal  irrs  may  be 
propei ly  and  fairiv  raised.  Some  of  the  head'-:  of 
departments  have  not  had  ai  y  advance  at  all  in 
their  salaries.  Nov.-,  it  looks  to  citizens  outside 
that  ; he  Cove;  nment  must  have  some  reason  for 
skipping  over  :hose  men  ;  .hey  ii  fer  thai  tho  e  we 
skip  over  are  unworhy,  and  it  is  a  reproach  on 
tho  e  who  e  salaries  we  do  not  raise.  There  are 
other  heads  cf  departments  who  deserve  to  have 
an  increase  if  :h")C  is  to  be  any  at  all.  Therefore. 
I  wish  it  may  go  back,  so  that  'if  it  is  the  sense  of 
this  Board  to  rai-e  sal  tries,  it  may  be  done  equita- 
bly. I  am  oproed  iorai'ing  salaries  this  year; 
bu'-iness  does  not  require  it;  w"  endured  the  panic 
last  fail,  and  we  suffered  from  the  great  tire  the 
year  before,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to  everybody 


that  we  should  not  raise  the  salaries  this  year. 
But  it  seems  to  be  the  will  of  ihe  majoriiy  to  raise 
salaries,  and,  there f  are,  1  hope  the  report  will  be 
recommitted,  llr.it    an    advance  will   be  made  to 


:  Icrinan  ;,.cl)l)  ns— i  suppo-e  that  if  it  is  re- 
imitrei  it  is  intended  to  advance  the  salaries 
11  heads  of  departments.  For  that  reason  I 
ie  the  Board  will  meet  th:  subject  here  to  lay 
.  1  am  icady  to  me:  t  it.  I  have 
1  lerman  say-,  tl  e  we  woul  I  be  as 


Lope  the 
and  vote 
no  doubt, 
many   applications   as   there  are  for  position*  oh 

the  police  force,  tut  I  rather  faar  that  if  we 
should  make  any  changes  we  shoul  1  have  the 
same  experience  that  was  had  in  the  I  dice  Bie- 
paifcnent.  There  were  tome  appointments made 
by  our  late  ac  ing  Mayor  to  i  11  vacancies  which 
had  to  be  revoked. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  does  not  meet 
thesulje  tfjiily  or  honestly.  He  was  chanman 
cf  the  Comm  ttee  on  Salar  es.  Many  heads  of  de- 
parim:  nts  spote  to  me  and  sai  1  the  chairman  cf 
the  (  oinmistee  on  Salar  es  said  that  no  ch  inge 
was  to  be  made  in  salaries  this  year.  I  say  they 
were  wrongfully  informed.  I  say  make  an  in- 
crease for  tnose  who  are  entitled  to  it.  Here 
are  our  Auditor  and  Treasurer.  Why  are 
they  not  ent  iled  to  an  increase?  Are 
they  rot  all  valuable  men?  Mo  sight  them  in  this 
manner  is  the  way  to  lo  e  them.  If  .hey  can  get  a 
larger  sal  ny  in  S  a  e  street, because  of  their  long- 
tried  honesty  i  a  .his  Government,  we  may  lo^e 
them.  1  say,  deal  hone:ily  an  i  f  ii  ly  wi  h'them, 
and  not  talk  about  ihe  imperfection;  of  ihe  police 
force.  No  man  is  pe.fsct— who  is  th j  man  that 
can  throw  the  fust  s  one?  'the  genlleman  may 
claim  peifection,  but  I  do  not  see  it  iii  this  transac- 
tion. Ihe  committee  came  in  here  and  diinot 
stand  by  their  ie^.  ort,  and  it  was  ihe  first  ca  ecf 
the  kind  lever  saw  f.om  the  Comm  ttee  on  Sala- 
ries. They  did  not  .pat  the  >u:  ject.  intelligently; 
if  they  hail  they  wo;  1  I  have  stoo  1  by  the  ie  o*t. 
I  say  this  is  tbe'wav  to  1  j-p  f  aiilif  al  otrieers. 

Al  lerman  S  ebbins—  he  Al  term  an  intimatea 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  talks  one 
way  and  acts  another.  I  will  call  at.ention  to  ihe 
fact  that  the  cummi  n  e  did  not  recommend  an  in- 
crease cf  the  salaiyof  a  single  head  of  depart- 
ment except  ihe  chairman  of  the  Board  of  As-ess- 
ors.  Every  other  amendment  has  been  made  by 
the  City  Council. 

Al  lerman  Lmery— I  think  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  made  a  very  goo  i  re.  ort  and  they  hould 
have  siood  by  it.  We  should  then  have  known 
something  cf  where  we  were  and  how  we  stat.d. 
But  ihey  aid  i.ots. and  by  it.  I,  for  one,  do  i  ot 
beli  ve  that  we  want  to  get  ri  1  of  the  heads  cf  our 
departments  and  I  do  not  believe  we  are  gong  to 
fio  so,  even  if  we  le„  the  salaries  remain  where 
they  were  last  year.  At  the  same  time  I  shoull 
like  to  see  ihe  matter  recommitted  ;o  the  comm.t- 
tee,  th  it  the  salari- -s  of  those  officer ;  which  have 
not  been  passed  upon  in  concurrence  with  the 
o.her  branch  may  I  e  equalised.  There  w  11,  cer- 
tainly, be  an  nequ  li  y  f  we  concur  in  raising  the 
salaries  of  those  orlile.r  which  have  been  sent 
back  to  us,  and  I  desire  hat  they  shoull  be  made 
right  an  I  equal,  and  fair  as  they  can  be.  I  shoull 
like  to  see  them  fixed  in  accordance  with  what 
we  have  done  in  ihe  past. 

Alderman  jrower—1  hope  the  Salary  Committee 
w  11  not  object  to  a  recommitment,  this  ttrng  has 
got  mixed  upaliirie,  aid  it  will  letjUiie  :  one 
tine.o  .-.'.  a'ghten  it  out.  For  instance,  here  is 
the  salary  ef  :he  Clerk  of  Police  Depar. ment.  It 
appears  to  m  ■  that  f  thsie  is  to  be  a  raise  in  that 
department  it  sho  Id  commence  at  the  head;  the 
du.iescf  ihe  Chef  of  Polii  e  hive  increased  very 
i  uch.  I  do  not  wi  h  io  get  rid  ef  the  h  ads  of 
any  departme.  t " ;  .  hey  have  nil  do  e  their  duties 
faithfully,  and  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  til 
their  places;  but  it  ceitaialy  doe!  appear  as  a 
slight  on  tho  e  whose  salaries  have  no.;  been  in- 
creased. Itlooksio  citizens  orrtside  of  City  Hal), 
(hat  tho  e  whote  salrries  have  been  rai  ed  have 
pioved  themselves  wo  hy  of  advancement;  wh  le 
tho  e  who  e  salaries  have  not  been  laised  aie  not 
worthy  of  it.  I  ther  fo;e  hope  the  committee  will 
not  o".  ject  to  its  gong  back  to  then. 

Al  lerman  Cutter— It  does  seem  to  me  that  a 
Board  like  this— and  e;pcciaily  he  o  her  branch — 
woul  I  not  un  leit  ike  to  raise  the  salaries  of  heads 
of  depar.m;  nts  without  first  having  h  >d  a  re.  ort 
from  the  committee.  One  member  <  f  the  Com- 
mon Coun  il  got  up  and  moved  to  rai  e  the  sal  i ry- 
ot the  Clark  of  Bolbe,  when  I,  as  chairman  of 
Police  C  ommittee,  never  knew  he  wanted  mo.e 
pay.    There  arc  pi  _nty  cf   men  who  want  the  po- 
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sition  at  the  present  salary;  I  think  there  are  too 
many  clerks  in  there  now.  Each  man  in  the 
Council  stems  to  have  a  favorite;  he  jumps  up, 
moves  to  raise  the  sal  u  y,  audit  goes  through.  I 
think  th?  Committee  on  Salaries  ought  to  give  us 
a  report  ihat  they  can  stand  by. 

Alderman  Tower— I  agree  with  the  Alderman, 
that  it  must  be  a  haphazard  way  in  which  the 
Common  Comic. 1  acted  upon  this  subject.  They 
raised  thesalaiyof  Dr.  Walker,  Superintendent 
of  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  o.e  reason  given  for 
it  was,  that  if  the  Government  went  on  in  this 
crazy  manner,  no  doubt  the;e  woul  I  be  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pat'ents  there,  a  hat  was 
how  Dr.  Walker's  salary  was  raised.  I  think  he 
is  deserving,  howPver,'of  an  increase,  for  be  is  a 
very  worthy,  imellig  nt  and  capable  officer.  But 
it  ■  hows  how  th"  matter  was  settled. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  ho  knows  that  the  family  expenses  of 
Dr.  Walker  are  not  furnished  by  the  city? 

Allerman  Power— They  are. 

Al  ierman  Peters— As  1  understand  the  motion 
of  the  i*  Merman  from  Ward  6,  it  includes  only 
this   ection. 

The  (  haii-man— If  the  section  is  recommitted  it 
virtually  carries  with  it  the  whale  order  of  which 
it  is  a  part. 

Alderman  PeteTS— I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  recommit,  ing  those  four  orders  to  which 
amendments  were  made  by  the  Common  Council. 

Al  Ierman  Cutter— I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Aldermen  give  as  a 
reason  for  lecommitmnt  that  they  aie  opposed  to 
raising  salaries.  Now,  let  us  meet  the  question 
this  af  oernoon  and  non-concur  with  the  Common 
Council.  That  is  the  way  to  do  if  theAllerinen 
are  in  earnest  in  opi.o-ing'an  increa  e  of  salaries. 

Alderman  Hall— We  are  a- ked  to  recommit  the 
sec. ion  nxinsr  the  salaries  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners that  fairness  may  prevail.  Now,  1  hold  in 
my  hand  the  do :  ument  by  which  we  flxel  the 
salaries  of  sixty  men;  we  have  passed  upon  them, 
and  now  we  are  asked  to  recommit  seven  that  they 
may  have  their  salar'e-- raised.  It  has  been  asked 
1o  raise  the  salaries  of  the  S.rert  Coinmi  sioners, 
because  it  did  not  seem  just  that  they  should  re- 
ceive less  than  other  commissioners,  who  have 
less  to  do.  Let  us  meet  this  question  here.  I  think 
the  taxpayer-  w^ill  see  the  necessity  of  making 
this  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  Siaeet  Commis- 
sioners. 

Alderman  Brooks — There  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  any  necessity  for  recommitting  the  report. 
It  looks  to  me  as  if  gentlemen  here  had  some  fa- 
vorites whose  salaries  they  desire  to  have  in- 
creased. Why  can  they  not  "make  a  motion  to  in- 
crease them?  I  have  no  special  favorites.  I  favor 
an  increase  of  salaries  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers because  that  is  an  impoitant  board,  the  mem- 
bers of  which,  in  my  judgment,  do  much  more 
than  the  Fire  Commissioners  or  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  see  no  justice  in  paying  them  S3C00,  and 
paving  others,  who  do  less  work,  §1000. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— Let  us  see  what  these  com- 
missions do.  The  Fire  Commissioners  have  lec- 
ommended  a  decrease  in  the  salaiies  of  the  Chief- 
Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  Fire-Alarms,  if 
you  are  going  to  follow  the  commissions,  why  not 
decrease  the  :  alarie.-  of  the  csiiiiiiiis  ioners? 

Allerman  Hall— I  would  ask  how  we  can  de- 
crease the  salaries  cf  the  eommissioi  ers  after  the 
Common  Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldeimen 
have  fixed  them. 

The  Chairman— If  this  section  is  recommitted  it 
carries  with  it  the  entire  order,  and  every  section 
in  that  order  is  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  com- 
mittee and  of  this  board. 

Alderman  Steobins— It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  the  committee  will  make  any  change  in  a 
salary  which  has  been  passed  upon  1  y  them  once 
and  concurred  iu  by  boh  branches  "of  the  City 
Council.  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  the 
committee,  but  that  is  my  impression. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  the  gentleman  not  open  to 
conviciion? 

Alderman  Power — Any  gentleman  can  put  in  an 
order  to  undo  the  whole  thing. 

Alderman  Peters— My  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  Alderman  Cutter  is  to  recommit  the  second, 
third,  fifth  and  sixth  orders. 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  that  include  all  which 
can  be  recommitted? 

The  Chairman— That  inelud»s  all  which  were 
non-concurred  in  by  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Alderman  Feters's  amendment,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed— yeas  7,  nays  5 — as  follows: 


Yeas — AMerm°n  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  PrescoSt,  Steb- 
bins, WorLhington— 5. 

'the  question  recunel  on  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit as  amended  (to  recommit  the  second,  third, 
fifth  and  sixth  orders). 

The  Chairm  m.iii  replv  to  questions  by  Al ler- 
men  Harris  and  Stebbins,  ruled  that  the  question 
could  not  be  divided. 

The  mo: ion  to  recommit  was  carried— yeas  7, 
nays  5— as  follows : 

Yeas— j4  Mermen  Bigelow,  Clark  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins,  Worthington—  5. 

Subsequently  Al  lei  man  Power  offered  an  order 
to  rescind  all  the  or  :ers  pas:  el  fixing  the  sal  iries 
of  city  officers  and  referring  the  whole  subject 
relating  thereto  back  to  the  Committee  on  Sal- 
'  aries. 

Allerman  Hall  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table.  Lost,  an  I  the  question  recurred  on  giving 
the  orler  a  second  reading. 

Allerman  Power— I  offered  the  order  with  a 
good  purr.o  e.  I  want  to  give  all  the  city  employes 
the  :  ame  chance  to  have  their  salaries  pasted 
upon.  It  has  been -tated  that  some  officers  have 
com]  laineil — or  rather  did  not  mean  to  complain — 
having  under.- tool  that  the  Committ  e  on  Salaries 
did  not  pro,  oeto  make  any  change  a  all.  Iwant 
to  have  the  whole  matter  btf are  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  again,  that  all  the  officers  may  have  the 
same  chance. 

Al'leiinan  Hall— We  were  asked  in  the  first  part 
of  this  session  not  to  increase  some  of  these  city 
officers'  salaries  b  ■>  au-c  i  woul  1  not  be  fair,  and 
we  were  toll  that  if  i his  master  was  re: ommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  it  would  not  carry 
with  it  certain  other  orders  which  had  already 
passed  both  brain  hes  of  tbe  Government.  Now, 
an  order  is  offered  to  recommit  the  whole  subject, 
and  1  fail  to  see  the  necessity  cf  going  over  all 
these  salaries  again.  I  hope  i  he  order  will  at  least 
be  refused  a  second  reading  at  this  session,  and  lie 
over. 

Allerman  Power— I  desire  the  order  to  take  its 
second  reading  at  this  session  that  it  may  go  to 
the  Council  wrth  the  report,  and  the  committee 
can  g  t  it  at  the  same  t  me. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  certain  verbal  amend- 
ments, which  were  adootetl,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  the  following  form— yeas  7,  nays  5^the 
yeas  and  nays  leing  called  for  by  Al  Ierman  Hall: 

Ordered,  that  all  orders  in  printed  Citv  Doc. 
No*  20,  for  1874,  by  which  the  salaries  of  any  city 
officers  were  fixed  by  the  Coy  Council  fo:  one  year 
f.om  April  1, 1871,  be  and  ihey  are  hereby  re  cind- 
ed;  and  the  win  la  subject  rel  itiug  thereto  is  here- 
by referred  to  the  Commictee  on  S  laries. 

Yeas— Al  lei  men  CI  irk,  Cutter,  Eaiery,  Harris, 
Power,  Pri  scotf,  Woiahington— 7. 

Nays— Aldeimen  Bigelow,  B.ooks,  Hall,  Peters, 
Stebi.iiis— 5. 

Allerman  Prescot"  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  and  Alderman  Brooks  called  for  the 
yea-  and  nays. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Hall,  Peters, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Eaaery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescoit,  Worthington — 7. 

ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION    FOR  FIRE   DEPART- 
MENT. 

The  following  was  received,  and  referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  ) 

Commissioners,  } 

City  Hall,  Boston,  March  9th,  1874.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  Cby  Council —The  Board  of 
Commi-sioners  on  the  Fire  Department  herewith 
respecifr.lly  submit  an  estimate if  the  additional 
amount  of  moi  ey  needed  to  meet  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year.  The  appropriation  for  the 
maintenance  cf  the  Fire  Department  for  the 
linancial  year  was  s-'55i,3ii;;  th  >  expenditures  to 
Fcbruaiy  '-Dili.  sr>-*.7s4  96;  the  br lance  unexpend- 
ed $22,53104.  The  joint  standi,  g  committee,  in 
their  final  report  made  November  10th,  1873, 
estimated  that  the  addit  onal  sum  of  §88,149  46 
woul. I  be  required  to  rn°et  ;he  necessary  expendi- 
tures during  ihe  remaider  of  the  financial  year. 
The  board  are,  however,  pi  \ased  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  amount  required  will  be  only  $26,000,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  estimates: 

Sala-ies,  about §32,000  00 

Special  appropriations  and  unpaid  contracts 

for  apparatus,  etc 10,000  00 
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Running  expenses,  bills  contracted  Cor  gas, 

grain,  fuel,  supplies  and  repairs 1M31  c4 

$58,531  04 
Balance  unexpended 2:1,331  1)4 

Amount  required , $33,0110  00 

The  board  desire  to  fall  attention  to  the  f  act 
that  the  appropriation  C.r  lit  ■  Ch  ill -s.ou  n  I'lre 
Department  was  mllien-m  in  tm-ci  .hi  <  xp  i.f'i- 
tures  on  that  accouni  llli  in  111  '  (  1  >-('  ill  tuennaii- 
cial  year,  anil  that  the  appropriations  ol  "e~l 
Roxhurvan  I  ISrighloit  were  exli  ill-  ic  I  by  the  hist 
of  Janitaiy.und  that  since  ilia!  date  the  enure 
expenditures  for  the  Fire  Department  of  ilie-e 
two  districts  have  bee  a  clrnged  in  the  appropiia- 
for  loston  proper.  Respectfully  submitted  for 
the  Board  of  Fire  Coniiiiissioners.  _ 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS    SUBMITTED. 

By   Alderman   Cutter,   for   the  Committee   on 

GrdeJs  to  pay  for  grade  damages  in  Ward  19,  as 
follows:  John  Leo,, a  -.1.  Sella,  ->  ashingt.on  ft  ee.; 
Ch  tries  Dana,  *«>,  Wa-li  ngton  street;  Minimi 
Beck,  §43  r.:i,  Cami. ridge  street;  the  Butchers 
Sliii-htcriiigam!  Melting  Assneiaiion,  st,,(.,  .Mar- 
ket "treet;  S  imm-l  K.  I'erUim,  jrfTI-.  f.f>.  Market 
street;  Richard  Mo.l-y,  s:;:;7  50,  Market  street; 
Stephen  Brooks,  S22 a  :;,-,.  <  he -tun. ;•  Hill  avenue; 
Hlmtinl  Riee,  S2l>  I,  Lincoln  strert-severally  m 
consequence  of  ell  tng  ng  tne  gra  le  ol  said  s,  ieet-1 
by  outer  of  the  hoard  of  Selectmen  of  Brighton;. 
Severally  read  once. 

R -port  on  the  order  to  consider  th"  cxpe  liency 
Of  eh  Hieing  the  name  "1  a  port  inn  nl  Broad  street 
to  Atlantic  avenue,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order :  i 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Broad  street,  lying 
between  Atlantic  avenue,  as  it  now  exists,  and 
Federal  street,  be  hereof  „er  called  and  known  as 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  th  it  th?  Supeiintendenf  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  plice  street  signs  upon  and 
number  said  avenue  f.orn  Commercial  street  to 
Federal  street. 

Report  on  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  right  to  n-e  the  '-circuit,"  so  called,  with 
their  horses  and  cars,  reromiiiceding  the  pa-sage 
of  an  accompanying  order  of  notice  tor  a 
hearing  on  Aim  eh". "Oh  in  taut,  when  any  parties 
objecting  thereto  may  appear  to  be  heard.    Order 

P  Report  on  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company,  for  additional  locations  and  to  extend 
the  routes  of  their  ears,  recommending  the  pa  - 
sage  of  an  accompanying  order  of  not  ce  for  a 
hearing  on  Monday,  March  :30th  in- tint,  at  tour 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  any  parties  <  li.it: cdng  thereto 
may  appear  to  be  heard.     Order  passed. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw,)  on  petition  of 
Leatherbce   Brothers,   to    be    paid   for    damages 

caused  by  the  c I  met  on  of  a  eulvei  t  on  Albany 

street  and  Harrcon  avenue.     Accepted. 

Report,  on  petition  of  Sidney  Barilett  et  al., 
that  "the  Beacon  sidewalk  of  the  Public  Garden 
may  be  made  sale  nga'mt  danger  from  run- 
away teams,  that,  the  Coiiun  tt-e  on  Common,  etc. 
have  already  taken  measures  to  effect  the  otject 
desired  by  the  petitioner-,  ami  no  farther  action 
is  required  on  this  petition.     Accepte  I. 

By  Alderman  Bower,  for  tin-  special  committee 
to  whom  was  refe.red  the  application  of  Robert  J. 
Gilkie  for  loan  of  s;;o:i  from  the  Franklin  Fund- 
Report,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  l<ranklin 
Fund  be  and  he  i*  hereby  authorized  to  loan  to 
Robert  J.  Gilkie,  a  young,' married  mechanic,  un- 
der twenty-five  years  of  age,  wdio  has  faihfully 
served  an  appreiit'n  e  hip  in  tlie  city  ol  Boston,  the 
sum  of  three  hunlre  I  doll  ir-  from  -ai  I  fund;  said 
Gilkie  to  furnish  sureties  in  a  bond  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  trust. 


By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings— Report,  on  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  to  consider  and  report  some  plan  f nr  the 
relief  of  the  various  depa:  tnierits  now  occupying 
City  Hall  and  requiring  more  room  for  city  busi- 
ness, that  thevtind  that  the  only  way  in  which 
such  relief  can  be  obtained  is  to  remove  one  or 
more  departments  from  the  City  Hall,  thereby 
affording  relief  to  the  remainder.  A  building- 
can  be  obtained  in  P.emberfon  square  well 
adapt"d  for  city  business,  and  which  will  requiio. 
but  a  small  expenditure  to  adapt  the  same  for 
the  wants  of  the  city.    The  terms  upon  which  said 


building  can  be  obtained,  the  committee  deem, 
are  re  tp.onal  le  ;  and  in  order  to  facilitat ;  the  bu-i- 
ness  of  tile  ci.y,  they  wool  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sag  •  of  .h  •  ai  companying  order: 

urdereJ,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings l,  -  an  h  ii7."  I  io  rent  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
with  the  pi  t\  il  geof  renewal  for  the  same  term, 
e.-tatc  numb1  re  I  HO  Pemberton  square,  at  an 
ai.HU.al  rental  of  Uiiiay-six  hunilre  I  dollars  per 
year;  the  expem  e  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
t.on  for  Publ  '•  l,n  1  limrs. 

Al  term  in  Hani ;— 1  hope  the  chairman  will  give 
u;  ionic  i  formation  as  to  the  rooms  proposed  to 
rent,  and  what  departments  are  to  be  removed 
from  C  ty  Hall. 

Al  lorman  Emery— The  Committee  on  Public 
Bud  lings  h  ive  hadthL  matter  in  charge  frr  a 
long  time ;  they  have  been  very  industrious  in  try- 
ing to  fin  I  loom  ■  to  relieve  some  of  the  depart- 
ments ia  City  1-1  all.  They  have  had  a  great  many 
niee.ing<  an  I  lieu  imrs,  and  made  a  very  exten- 
sive examination  cf  rooms  around  about  this 
buil  ling  and  on  the  various  streets  in  the  vicinity, 
and  after  a  thorough  inve-tigation  they  find  that 
this  hou  e,  No.  3.)  femb  rton  square,  will,  in  their 
ju  lgment,  meet  ihe  requirements  of  the  case  bet- 
t<  r  tnan  any  o„her  place  that  they  can  po-sibly 
find.  They  endeavored  to  find  rooms  across  the 
way  o.i  Senool  street,  but  the  expense  there  would 
be  ve,y  much  greater.  The  matter  is  set  forth  in 
\  he  order  as  f  ally  as  it  can  be.  As  to  the  question 
what  departments  are  to  be  removed,  I  can  answer 
that  that  matter  has  not  been  so  fully  considered 
that  a  report  could  be  made.  If  this  order  is 
passed  to  allow  the  rental  of  the  premi  e-  alluded 
to,  then  the  committee  will  undertake  to  see  what 
can  be  done  in  th  ;  way  of  removal.  This  is  one  of 
the  largest,  houses  in  ihe  square,  and  the  expense 
of  alteration  will  be  very  light,  indeed,  perhaps 
from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars  will  be  re- 
quired to  make  it  a-eommodate  some  of  the  de- 
partments It  will  nceoninio  lae  perhaps  two  or 
three  departments  if  th  -  City  Council  decides  to 
make  tile  change.  We  have  not  felt  authorized  to 
suggest,  any  changes  until  we  get  authority  from 
the  Board. 
The  oraer  w'.as  passed. 

By  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
eu  1 II  ll-Report  on  the  petition  of  D.  B.  McKen- 
zie  et  at.,  req  resting  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on 
Sun  lay  af:;?*  noons  for  religious  services,  recom- 
mending that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted,  as  an  experiment,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions: That,  the  hall  be  occupied  for  said  pur- 
po  e  on  the  af  ernoons  of  the  Sundays  in  Match; 
that  the  petitioners  shall  pay  the  expense  for  the 
atte  idan  -e  of  as  many  in  lice  officers  as  the  Chief- 
of-Police  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary, 
and  also  the  expense  cf  cleaning  said  hall  on  the 
mornings  af  er  sal  1  meetings,  ;>nd  finally,  that  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  H  ill  shall  have  the  right  to 
revoke  this  permit  whenever  they  may  judge  it 
proper  to  do  -o.  Accepted. 
Bv  Al  lerman  Power- 
Ordered,  Tuat  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requ'siedto  take  charge  of  the  Austin 
farm,  recently  purch  red  by  the'  city  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  Home  for  the  boor,  and  prevent  any 
waste  or  injury  of  the  city  property  thereon. 
Passe  I. 

By  Al  lerman  Bigelow,  for  the  Cominittee  on 
License-— Reports  recouunen  li,  g  th-  granting  of 
the  applica  ions  cf  William  Cook  &  Co.  for  r  new- 
al  of  auct;oneer's  license  at  194  Commercial  street; 
John  R.  Wol-ton  for  lie-use  as  auctioneer  at  No.  1 
Chelsea  it. est,  Charlestown:  Owen  Kenriey,  for 
hack  st  ind  at corner  of  Marlborough  and  Berke- 
ley street' ;  Thomas  J.  Lane,  for  hack  stand  on 
Paris  street,  second  door  from  Marion  street; 
Michael  H.  Leary,  to  deal  in  junk  at  416  ;Main 
street,  Charlestown ;  William  E.  Denver,  for  h>ack 
ftand  at  70  State  street;  John  Conant  et  al.,  ,for 
tran-fer  of  hack  licenses  ;  John  J.  Porter,  to  give 
dr  tin  itic  entertainment  at  KTeponset,  March,  17: 
Howe  &  Eluier,  for  innho]  lei's  license  at  173  T*e- 
mont  street  (Evans  Hou  e);  M.C.Smith,  for  vic- 
tualler s  license  at.  22  Exchange  street  and  20,  Dev- 
onshire street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Al  lerman  15  gel  >w,  for  the  same  commitdee —  ■ 
Ordered,  Thai  1-avo  be  granted  to  Howe  6i*   El- 
mer io  keep  three  billiard  tables    at  175  Trcfinont 
street,  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Passed.  / 

By  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  th"  Committee  cm  Pub- 
lic Land— Report  representing  that  the  wract  of 
land  belonging  to  th-  city  on  Canal  street-,  and  in 
rear  of  th" Harvard  Cem-i cry,  Ward  22,  i/equires 
filling  up;  and,  having  viewed  the  premfises,iaa:e 
satisfied  that  it  ought  to  be  done  at   the \  present 
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time,  in  order  to  prevent  a  nuisance  which  is  sure 
to  exist  if  let  alone  until  warm  weather.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panving  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  make  arrangements  with  the 
Health  Department  for  the  filing  in  of  the  land 
on  Canal  street  and  in  rear  of  the  Harvard  Ceme- 
tery i,Ward  22)  with  ashes  and  such  other  material 
as  they  may  have  at  their  command,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hun  Ire  J  <l<  liar; ,  the  same  to 


By  Al  lerman  Preseott— 

Ordered,  That  i he  Superintendent  of  the  Mar- 
ket be  authorized  to  employ,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayo",  one  deputy  to  assi-t  him  in  the  dis- 
charge'of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Passed. 

by  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sal  iries— Repot  and  order  to  estallish  the  sal- 
aries of  the  officers  designated  to  attend  the  sit- 
tings of  tlv  Municipal  Court  for  The  Ciiarlestown 
District,  recommending  the  passage  of  th"  accom- 
panying orders  in  place  of  the  order  referred  to 
them : 

Ordered,  That  the  conipen-ation  of  the  two  offi- 
cers designatedto  attend  i  he  sitting  of  ihe  Munic- 
ipal Court  for  th  :  Caaile  town  Df-tricr  and  serve 
su<h  processes,  precepts  and  orders  as  maybe 
committed  to  them,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  each  per  annum,  beginning  at  the 
date  of  their  appointment. 

Ordered,  'J  h  it  there  be  allowed  and  pai  1  to  Jo- 
seph H.Knox  the  sum  of  wo  hundred  dolla:  s  in 
full  compensation  for  two  months' service  as  one 
of  the  officers  originally  <le  ignated  to  attend  the 
sittings  cf  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  Chailes- 
town  '  District ;  said  nun  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffol*. 

Orders  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  f  >r  Hi"  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Report on  petition  of  J.  F.Wil  on  ct  at.  for  a 
sewer  in  Dorchester  street,  between  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Make  street,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  accompanying  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  on  the  sul>j -it  on  Monday  next,  at  four 
o'clo.'k  P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

By  Al  lerman  Preseott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Pul'lic  Instruction— Report,  on  request  of  School 
Commitie?,  for  temporary  accommodations  for 
pupil i  in  ejnion-strest  and  Rbofcland  pr  mary 
schooP,  Brigh  on,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Orde'ed,  '1  hat  the  Commit  ee  on  Pullic  Buill- 
ings  be  authorized  to  provide  temporaiy  accom- 
mo  lations  for  the  relief  of  the  Union-street  and 
Rockland  primary  schools  in  Brighton;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
School  Houses,  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

THE  CONSOLIDATION  OF  THE  MYSTIC  AND    COCHIT- 
UATE  WATER.  BOARDS. 

Allermin  Stehbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Wate  ,  who 
were  re  (nested  to  consider  tire  exped'ency  of  pro- 
vi  ling  for  the  estal  Itshi.ient  cf  a  single  board  to 
exercise  the  powers  now  ve  ted  in  the  Cochiuate 
ami  Mystic  AVater  bo  i'ds,  beg  leave  to  repoit  in 
part  at  this  time  as  follows : 

The  origin:. 1  act  authorizing  ihe  city  to  procure 
a  supply  of  pure  water  (1846  c.  1G7)  provided  that 
all  tne  powers  am'  dudes  therein  co.  f  rrred  in  re- 
lation to  the  taking  of  1  nds,  ihe  con 'true Lion  of 
aque  harts  ami  resen  oirs,  the  1  iving  cf  p  pes  and 
the  distribution  of  water  s-houlr  be  exer  isei  by 
three  commi-sioners  appointo  1  by  the  Ci  y  Council; 
and  that  whenever  i  heir  office  i  houl  1  c  :a.<  e,  cither 
by  the  expiration  cf  the  term  of  service  for  which 
they  were  appointed,  or  by  the  completion  cf  the 
works,  all  the  rights  and 'au  horny  given  to  the 
city  by  the  act  shoull  be  exercised -n  such  man- 
ner and  by  such  agent-,  officers  and  se.vants  as 
the  City  Council  shoul  I  f.om  time  to  time  ordain, 
appoint  and  direct. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  works  in  the  latter 
part  of  18W  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  City 
Conned  provi  ling  that  a'lrigh.-,  lower  and  au- 
thority given  to  th"  city  should  L  e  exercised  by  a 
board,  consisting  of  a  coram  issionc,  an  engineer 
and  a  water  regis  rar  (elececl  annually  by  the 
Citv  Council)  and  by  a  joint  standing  I'oinniitt:  e 
of  the  City  (  ouncil  on  water.  The  ordinance  alto 
pr  ,vi  led  for  the  appointment  of  a  water  comp- 
troller to  keep  the  accounts  cf  ihe  boa.d,  rs  cetve 
the  wati  r  rents  and  audit  all  bills  urate.'  the  direc- 
tion of  ..he  board. 

In  the  following  year  (18:0)  a  new  ordinance  was 
passed,  providing  that  there  should  be  chosen  ah-" 


nuallv,  by  the  City  Council,  one  Al  lerman,  one  • 
member  of  the  Common  Council  and  five  citizens 
at  large;  but  no  person  covtl  I  be  <  hoen  for  more 
than  five  consecutive  years.  A  city  engineer  and 
a  waicr  registrar  were  to  be  elected  annually  by 
the  City  Council.  This  ordinance  ccntinueel  in 
force  until  186?,  when  a  new  ordinance  was  adopt- 
ed, providing  for  the  oigai.ization  cf  the  board  in 
its  present  fo  m,  namely,  o  e  Able  man  and  two 
Coune  linen,  elected  annurlly,  and  four  citizens  at 
laige  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years  each. 

In  the  special  statutes  pa.s>cii  since  1846,  grant- 
ing additional  powers  in  relation  to  enlarging  or 
strengthening  the  water  works,  the  city  i-,  with 
two  exception-,  authorized  to  act  "by  and  tin  ought 
the  agency  of  the  Cochituate  Water  board  there- 
in, or  by  and  through  any  other  agency  which 
may  be  established  therefor  1  y  the  City  Council." 

In  the  act  (1871,  chap.  185)  authori'ing  the  con- 
struction of  an  aqueduct  and  ti  e  laying  of  new 
main  pipes  f.om  chesti  uf-1-iill  Reservoir,  and  in 
the  act  (1872,  chap.  177)  authorizing  the  trkaig  cf 
the  waters  cf  Cuclbury  [liver  and  Farm  Pond,  it  is 
provided  that  ihe  city  shall  a-t.  "by  and  thtough 
the  agen  y  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board."' 

The  act  for  supplying  the  cbyof  Charlestown 
with  pure  water  (.1811,  chap.  103)  contained  piovi- 
sions  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners similar  to  tho  e  contained  in  ihe  Bos.. on 
act;  and  it  was  piovided  that  whenever  the  com- 
mission n's  aj>i  ointed  under  the  act  retired  from 
office  all  tin  ir  rights ,  powers  and  authorily  were 
to  be  exerci-ccl  by  the  city  in  such  manner  and  by 
such  agents  as  the  City  Council  should  from  time 
to  time  ordain,  appoin    and  direct. 

In  1869  the  City  Council  of  Charlestown  passed 
an  ordinance,  to  take  ell'ect  January  1, 1870,  estab- 
lishing the  Mystic  Water  )■  oard,  to  con.i  t  of  one 
meml  or  of  the  board  of  Ahlermen  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Counc  1,  elected  annually,  and 
three  citizens  at  large,  e  lect  el  for  a  term  of 'three 
years  each,  one  being  elected  annually.  The 
board  was  authorise  I  to  exercise  all  the' powers 
vesteel  in  th?  city  of  Chath-siown  in  relation  to 
the  introduction  'end  di  uributii  n  of  a  supply  of 
pure  water,  so  far  as  the  same  coul  I  be  legally 
delegated. 

In  the  act  to  unite  the  city  of  Charlestown  with 
the  city  of  Boston  it  was  pio-ided  (1873,  chapter 
286,  section  12,)  that  the  Mystic  Water  board 
should  be  continued  a  separate  organ  nation  under 
the  direction' of  the  City  Council  of  Bo -ton  until 
the  said  City  (  ouncil  shoul  I  determine  to  unite  it 
with  the  Cochituaie  Water  Itoa.-el  of  Boston;  and 
Ihe  members  of  the  Mystic- Water  board  are  to 
boll  their  offices  for  the  terms  for  which  they 
were  respectively  elected. 

Ihi  Mystic  Water  board  consists  at  the  present 
tinietf  rive  persons.  If  it  is  united  with  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board  three  members  wJl  retire 
on  the  first  of  Apr  1  next,  one  on  the  fii  st  of  April, 
1875,  and  one  on  the  first  ef  Apiil,  1876.  If  the 
hoards  are  not  united,  all  the  members  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  will  continue  to  held  office 
for  an  indefinite  period,  as  the  o  dinauce  under 
which  they  were  elected  provided  that  they  should 
continue  unt  1  their  -ucce  sors  were  elected. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  concerning  the  power  of 
the  City  Council  to  es.nllbh  by  ordinance  a  new 
board  t'  exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  all 
the  duties  row  vesteel  ly  statutes  and  ordinances 
in  the  CocMuat'  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  the 
City  Solicitor  has  inn  i  heel  the  following  opinion: 
City  Solicitor's  Office,  ) 
2  Pernoerton  square,  } 

Boston,  Man  h  7, 1874. ) 

Sir — In  my  opinion  it  is  competent  for  the  City 
Council  by  ordinance  to  unite  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  with  the  Cochituate  Water  Board;  but 
under  tiie  act  of  annexation  (acts  of  1873,  chapter 
286,  section  12,)  the  ordinance  shoul  I  ptovide  that 
the  present  members  of  tin  My.- tic  Water  Board 
shall  hold  office  r.f  er  the  union  for  the  terms  for 
which  they  have  been  respective  ly  elected. 

The  identity  of  the  Corliiiua'e  Water  Hoard 
shoul  1,  I  tnink,  be  preserved,  on  account  of 
powers  that  have  been  conferred  upon  it  by  stat- 
ute, and  have  not  as  yet  been  fully  executed. 
There  can  be  no  legal  objection  to  altering  the 
number  of  the  members  <  f  th  s  1  oard,  or  chang- 
ing the  mode  of  electii  g  in  in,  if  it  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient. "Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healv. 

Mr.  Alderman  Siebbins, 

Chairman  C  ommit.ee  on  Vv'ater. 
During  the  next  few  years  ic  will  be  necessary 
to  spend  a  v.'iy  large  aniou.t  of   money  in  procur- 
ing an    additional   supply   of   water  'from  some 
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source;  and  in  view  of  that  fact,  and  also  of  (he 
increased  duties  caused  ly  the  rapid  giowth  of 
the  city,  it  is  evident  that  some  change  is  ne'ces-r 
saiyinthe  present  organizations  having  charge 
of  the  Water  Department  in  order  to  insure  ei  on- 
oiuy  and  efficiency  in  the  management  of  its 
atlairs.  'I  ho-e  who  have  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  hoards  during  a  number  of 
years  past  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  the 
present  s\>i<  in  -hotdd  be  changed  without  delay. 
It  appears  f.om  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Legit  lat- 
ure  for  au.hority  to  organize  the  department  upon 
apioper  basis;  and,  without  attempting  at  this 
time  to  designate  the  form  of  o:  ganization  which 
should  be  adopted,  the  committee  woul  t  recom- 
mend the  pas*  age  of  the  ai  companying  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  make  such  changes  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  deem  expedient. 

J?  or  the  committee. 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  lequest- 
ed  to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  boston  to  establish  a  Water  Board,  and  to 
confer  upon  it  autlioiityto  exercise  all  or  any  of 
the  powers  now  voted  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
in  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  or  in  ihe  City  Council,  in  relation  to 
the  s  ttpply  and  distribution  of  pure  water. 

The  order  was  passed. 

A  RECONSIDERATION"    REFUSED. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  moie  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeiing  whe; e by  this  Board  in- 
stiucteel  the  (  ommitiee  o  .  Leg':  la'iivc  Matters  to 
apply  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  prevent 
the  running  of  tolls  and  letting  down  of  chains 
on  the  East  Boston  ferries.  'My  reason  is  that 
under  the  present  orttinar.ee  the  clii  ectors  of  the 
ferries,  in  my  judgment,  have  all  the  powers  in  re- 
gard to  preventing  i  he  evasion  of  tolls  that  they 
should  be  permit  e:l  to  exercise.  I  do  rot  think 
this  Board  is  ready  to  give  them  power  to  arrest 
pei  sons  without  due  pioeess  cf  law,  who  may  at- 
tempt to  evade  tolls.  There  would  be  a  great 
many  cases  of  hardship  ;  gatcnit  n  veiy  of  ten  iiiako 
mistakes  in  regard  to  men  not  paying  tolls.  I 
have  seen  the  time  when,  if  they  had  Ihe  power 
to  arrest  tho  e  persons,  they  would  have  clone  so 
wrongfully.  They  have  authoiity  at  present  to 
take  all  such  per;  ons  off  the  boat.  As  to  taking 
clown  chains,  1  think  eveiybody  must  ar'mit  that 
if  a  man  eloes  so  and  meets  with  any  accident,  the 
city  is  not  responsible.  But  wh  n  the  deck  hand 
takes  down  the  chain  and  an  accident  occurs,  of 
course  the  city  is  liable.  There  are  some  gentle- 
men in  the  xoard  of  Directors  Mho  think  they 
have  all  the  necessary  power,  among  \\  horn  is  the 
gentleman  who  was  a  member  of  this  Board  last 
year. 

Alderman  Stebbins— No  doubt  the  Aide: man 
rei  resents  the  views  of  East  I  oston  people  on  this 
subject,  but  the  order  emanated  from  the  dii ect- 
ors of  1hefe:ries.  Generally,  as  he  says,  when  a 
man  takes  down  a  chain  ana  goes  oveiboard,  the 
civ  is  not  liable,  but  if  ihe  man  1  ehind  him  meets 
wii'h  an  accident  the  city  is  responsible.  T  he  City 
Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that  we  hav:  no  author- 
ity to  er  force  an  ordinance  to  prevent  evasion  of 
tolls.  The  chains  are  sometimes  let  down  when 
they  should  not  be.  A  young  lady  went  down 
there  the  other  night  w  ho  suppo  ed  that  one  boat 
was- always  at  the  slip;  instead  of  going  on  the 
boat,  she  walked  overboard.  We  want  to  prevent 
the  chains  from  being  taken  down  even  if  East 
Boston  folks  have  to  wait  a  little  longer  than  they 
do  now. 

Aldeiman  Brooks — It  has  been  my  experience 
that  where  one  person  goes  overboard  those  he- 
hind  him  take  warning  anrl  wait  to  see  how  he 
will  come  out  hefoie  they  follow  him  overboard. 
Peihaps  the  experience  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  has  i  ot  been  stuh,  as  a  director.  I  have 
seen  set  eral  people  plunge  in,  but  never  saw  the 
second  one  follow.  As  for  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter  I  eto  i  ot  know 
how  legislation  is  n«  cessaiy.  I  s  tate  without  hesi- 
tation that  if  the  directors  have  not  the  power 
al.eadyl  am  not  going  to  gi\e  it  to  them.  It  is 
an  arbitrary  power  that  is  asked  for,  which  it  will 
not  be  saf<-  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
are  employed  there.  Many  outrages  might  be 
committed,  and  it  would  not  be  safe  to  grant  this 
power  to  those  employe-,  although  I  do  l.otmean 
to  speak  disrespect  telly  of  them  as  individuals; 
but  they  are  a  class  of  men  who  would  stretch 
their  authority  in  such  cases.    They  often  think 
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/l  lei  ma  n  BiL  clow— The  matter  came  befo.c  the 
Committee  on  ordinances  with  the  tequest  to  re- 
port an  ordinance.  The  chniiman  cf  the  commit- 
tee o.i  the  part  c  f  the  Common  Council,  after  con- 
sulting with  the  City  Solicitor,  came  to  the  cor.- 
clus  on  (hat  farther  legi  lation  was  neeessaiy. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  cannot  see  wherein  the 
directors  have  rot  all  the  neeessaiy  powers. 
They  can  put  locks  on  the  chains  if  they  see  fit, 
and  allow  only  the  deck  hands  to  unlock  them 
after  the  1  oat  is  fastened  to  the  drop.  And  how 
can  they  do  it  in  any  different  fo-in,  even  with 
additional  legislative  action?  If  a  man  comes 
along  who  is  in  a  huiry  to  catch  a  train,  and  has 
oily  so  much  time,  and  he  take?  down  the  chain, 
he  does  it  at  his  own  risk.  1  have  done  so  fre- 
quently. 

Allerman  Stebbkr— The  Alderman  from  Ward  1 
says  this  is  not  a  safe  power  to  intiust  into  the 
hands  of  the  employes  of  the  ferries.  That  is 
rather  a  serous  reaection  on  the  men  employed 
by  ihe  city  to  take  tolls.  I  do  not  think  it  is  war- 
ranted. They  have  carried  six  mill  ons  of  people 
back  and  for, h  between  East  Loiton  and  the  city 
pioper,  without  a  sirgle  accident,  and  it  is  gieatly 
to  iheir  cieelit. 

Alderman  Hall— And  how  many  of  that  number 
have  inn  the  tolls?  ' 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  canrot  answer  that  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  small  mater.  But  it  is  the  principle 
that  we  ate  contending  for. 

Alleiman  Emery — i  know  very  little  of  the 
merits  of  this  question.  Some  gentlemen  have 
had  experience  in  diving  there,  but  1  have  rot, 
but  I  hardly  think  we  shall  get  anymore  power 
than  we  want.  As  the  Cny  Government  will 
always  be  repie-ent  d  there,  1  hope  the  directors 
of  th  '  ferries  will  have  all  the  neeessaiy  powers 
and  have  ihe  opportunity  to  me,  and  not  to  abuse, 
what  they  have. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider  the  order. 

ORDIRS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

By  Alleiman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  on  the-  part  of  the  Board.  Orcers  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows  : 

Eliza  A.,  Harr  ette  E.  and  George  F.  Parktnan, 
cxetutois  cf  and  sole  devisees  under  the  w  11  of 
George  Parkman,  $4452  24,  on  account  of  widening 
of  C'ongiess  street  and  extension  of  FrankLn 
street. 

Read  once. 

William  Rumrell,  $431  20,  on  account  of  widen- 
ing Dais  steet. 

Heirs  cf  Thomas  Capen,  $23,300,  on  account  of 
extension  of  Washington  street  to  Hayrnarket 
square. 

John  G.  Dunbar  and  Madi-on  Be:  1,  $30,  widen- 
ing of  and  extending  High  street  from  Pearl 
street  to  i  liver  street. 

Seveially  passed. 

OrderecL  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  enter,  the 
161h  .nst., upon  th  /  extension  cf  A\  as  hii  g.oi.  street 
to  llaymarket  squaie,  remove  all  obstiuct  ons  to 
tiavel  heie  found  remaining  within  the  liues  of 
said  extension,  and  proceed  at  once  with  the 
giad'ng  and  piavii  g  of  the  street. 

Passed. 

THE  POLICE  AND  FIRE  BOAT. 

Ey  Alderman  Stebbins — 

Ordered,  i  hat  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Lire  Department  be  recpuested  to  co.  fer  with* 
the  Fire  Coniini-sioners  aim  the  committees  cf  the 
Board  ef  Aldeimen  and  Commoa  t  ouncil  on  Po- 
lice, and  leport  to  the  City  Council  aseailyas 
piacihalle  upon  the  expedient  y  of  transferring 
the  fire  boat  William  M.  Flanders  to  the  L'ol.ce 
Department,  for  service  in  Boston  Harbor,  and 
constructing  another  boat,  better  adapted  for  the 
uses  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Aid  rman  Stebbins— There  is  an  item. of  §25,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  year  of  the  Police  Depait- 
ment  for  a  police  boat.  It  has  occurred  to  sev- 
eral numbers  cf  the  Government  that  the  cdy 
can  secure  an  additional  fire  boat,  much  better 
adapted  to  the  pur^.  ose  than  ihe  L  landers,  which 
is  a  good  boat,  but  too  small  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  built.  Her  machinery  is  excellent,  but 
the  circumstances  under  which  she  was  1  ought 
were  such  that  she  had  to  be  built  by  piecemeal. 
She  is  in  every  way  adapted  to  policepurpos.es, 
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antl  if  we  can  have  another  fire  1  oat  ihen  we  shall 
have  two.  The  Flande.s  can  do  goo  .1 ;  ervice  in 
this  way.  She  can  go  down  the  harbor  and  out 
the  ice,  in  winter,  but  an  hon  boat  is  tot -fit  for 
the  Pire  Department,  service. 

Al  leiman  Cutter— I  have  no  objections  1o  a 
coi  ference  of  that  kind,  if  it  does  cot  add  (thirty 
or  for.y  thousand  dollar-  to  the  cost  of  a  fire  1  oat. 
The  present  fire-boat  has  al  erdy  cot  thir.y 
tt.omand  dollars.  His  Ho.  or  the  Mayor  thought 
there  shoull  be  a  nolice  Loat  and  the  committee 
took  hold -of  the  matter.  We  war.t  a  loat  that 
can  be  run  in  shallow  water,  and  we  do  too  want 
a  cumbersome  eref  I  of  that  k  nd.  No  doubt  the 
Fire  Department  want  a  new  boat,  but  we  Jo  not 
wart  one  of  this  kind.  It  seems  to  me  this  is 
hardly  judicious. 

jMdeiman  Stebbins— This  boat  is  certairly  not 
suited  to  the  Fire  Department.  Che  draws  too 
much  water,  and  I  apprehend  that  it  is  better  to 
h  ive  a  first-ilass  pol'ce  boa.  than  a  fine  vleasurf) 
yacht  to  sail  tound  the  haibor.  1  think  the  publ.c 
see  the  neces;  iiy  of  a  new  fire  1  oat. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

Ihe  order  was  passed — 5  for,  4  against. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 


tions  for  leave  to  ootupy  stables. ,  by  L.  Schnitzer, 
57  l  remiss  sreei  ;  A.  T.  Sim  1  ib-,5.1  Jiun  oe  street; 
James  L?.ughlin,  2il8  Bunker-Hill  street;  E.  P. 
Beele,  Trenton  street;  fcieo.ge  H.  Stiu  ley,  Park 
street,  "Ward  16;  F.  H.Cook,  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  blover's  Corner;  John  r>ee;y,  Milfo  'd  ilace, 
Ward  15;  T.  C.  Power,  rear  cf  "lot  Or.  Sa.atoga 
street— the  later  on  condition  that  a  Lew  stalls 
10x20,  with  Frenc  h  roef  and ; late 3,  be  erected  for 
one  horse,  and  to  cor.fo.m  to  regulation  of  permit; 
and  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petitions  of  Per- 
kins &  Currier,  Paris  street;  Perm's  Naurh.on, 
Smith  street ;  and  Charles  F.  Emery,  Etitaw  street, 
for  leave  to  occur y  stable'. 
Severally  accepted. 

THE    TOWN    HALL,    WEST  ROXBUEY. 

By  Al  lerman  Worihington— 

Ordered,  That  the  1ml  ling  ere  ted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  Town  Hall  in  West  Roxbury  and  row 
bil  mging  to  the  city  cf  Eo.t.on,  be  Lamed  Curtis 
Hall. 

Alderman  Stehbint  inquired  if  the  name  was 
sad  f  ictory  'o  all  the  people. 

Alle.man  Peters— I  think  it  is.  Wher  the  town 
of  West  Roxbury  was  go'i  g  *  >  buil  i  it  was  found 
that  the  contra cors  wonlj  require  mo:e  money 
than  had  been  appropriated.  Nelson  Cutis  tcoit 
the  co  .tract  for  the  sum  appropriate  1.  and  on 
which  he  says  he  lo  t  eight  shou  and  dcllar-,  and 
his  boolts  show  the  fact.  I  think  all  the  peo.  Id 
approve  the  name. 

Al  lerman  Wo  .thington— Several  West  Ro\-bury 
gentlemen  have  called  upon  me  and  represented 
that  it  shosl  I  be  named  Curtis  Hell.  '  hey  have 
ai  other  hall  \\h\:h  is  till?  1  We-tesly  Hr.ll. 

The  order  was  passed. 

CLAIMS  FOR  DAMAGES  OX  BURNT  DISTEICT. 

By  Al  ierman  Cutter,  f  jr  the  Committee  on 
Claim— Rspo.t  on  petition  of  Eben  B.  Phillips 
ei  at.,  owne.s  of  estates  on  the  "burnt  di-tr.c,  " 
to  >>e  compensated  for  shnr  losses  octa.sioned  by 
the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  city  in  defining  the 
pew  lines  .of  streets  on  said  dist/ie:,  retoniuieii.l- 
ing  thit  th.' petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted. 

MERIUIAX-STREET  BRIDGE  TO   BE    CLOSED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  Meridian-  treat  Bri  Ige  be  closed 
io  public  travel  on  Thursday  riex  ,  March  12,  and 
lemaiu  elosed  unsil  .he  rc.airs  th.reon  a:e  com- 
pleted. 
Passed. 

JODRDAIX'S  MUSEUM  OF  ANATOMY. 

On  motion  of  Al  lerman  Bigelo.v,  th  ■  r.s  port  cf 
the  Committee  on  Licenses,  refasing  a  license  for 
Jo.inhrn's  (iall-ry  of  Anatomy,  and  orders  for 
Ciii'  f-of-Police  to  irforce  the"  statutes  against 
inimo  al  exhibitions-,  were  taken  f.om  .he  table— 
6  for,  5  against. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of   the  orders. 

Alderman  Brooks — Is  this  the  customary  way 
for  the  Committee  on  Licenses  to  to  when:  hey 
report  against  granting  applications  cf  this  caar- 
acier? 

Alderman  Bigelow— Matters  of  this  character 
do  not  very  of.cn  corns;  before  this  board.    I  sup- 


pose it  is  competent  for  the  committee  to 
make  such  a  report  and  al  o  to  report  such  orders 
as  these,  esoeeiallv  if  the  petitioners  have  staged 
that  if  refused  a  licence  they  will  open  w'thout 
one.  This  matter,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  teen  before 
the  Committee  on  L  censes  in  some  form  for  many 
month*.  As  early  as  mi  isummer  of  last  year  the 
petitioners  applied  to  the  former  committee,  and 
were  distirfctly  given  to  understand  lhat  any 
estal  lishment  :imilar  to  that  destioyed  by  ihe  fire 
would  be  refused  a  license.  Af  er  repeated  inter- 
views it  was  understood  that  the  pioirietors 
would  go  on  and  lb  ami  furnish  iheir  new  one  as 
th°y  i  leased,  and  then  submit  it  to  the  inspection 
of  the  committee.  Of  course  the  committee  could 
give  no  assurance  in  advance  what  report 
they  would  make.  'Ihey  coull  only  judge  in- 
tell'igemly  rfter  personal  inspection.  From 
the  reputation  of  the  former  exhibition  they 
were  not  predisposed  to  think  favorably  of 
any  other  collected  by  the  came  parties. 
In  due  time,  near  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
'  vi  ited  the  estal  lhh- 
•  large  and  wcll-ar- 
kePto.-s  cf  animals, 
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report  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw, which  repot  was  accepted.  They  now 
come  to  the  new  City  Government  with  a 
similar  petition,  as  is  stated  in  the  report. 
Wishing  to  do  them  no  injii.-tlee,  the  committee 
again  visited  the  establishment,  finding,  with  a 
single  but  rath''!'  ma.k  d  exi  eption,  the  ve;ysame 
collection  they  saw  before,  antl  which  they  then 
deemed  unsuitable  to  license.  The  araiornical 
and  pathf  logic;  1  preparat'ons  and  spec  mens,  veiy 
likely,  woul.i  be  interesting  and  instructive  to 
students,  under  suitable  conditions,  but  they  ha^e 
other  and  better  opportunities-  for  the  pur  uit  of 
such  studies ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  general  ex- 
hibitior.  the  committee  consie.er  them  highly  ob- 
jectionable. I  have  no  doubt  these  objects  uoull 
prove,  and  are  expected  to  be,  the  most  attractive 
portion  of  the  collection,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
would  therefore  tend  to  corrupt,  ra. her  than  im- 
prove, the  class  most  likely  to  vis.t  the  place. 
The  remonstrances  wnieh  ii  ive  bec.i  received,  es- 
peeiallv  tho  e  of  the  Younrr  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation" and  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  shoali 
have  great  weight  with  this  Hoard.  It  seems  to 
me  this  Beard  cannot  be  justified  in  gra-ting  a 
license  to  any  exhibition  oi  so  questional  leachar- 
acter.  As  guardians  of  the  w  Hare  a..d  good 
name  of  our  city,  we  should  be  ca.eful  to  give  one 
official  sanction  only  to  such  in  titution^  as  w  11 
tend  to  the  moral  elevation  and  rot.  to  the  detri- 
ment of  our  young  men.  I  clo  r.ot  f  el  that  we 
shall  do  any  in  justice  to  the  ps-.i.ione.s  by  refus- 
ing Ihe  lic'eme  a-kedfor.  I.  am  not  aware  .hat 
they  hive  had  any  encouragement  f.om  the  be 
einiriig  that  one' world  be  granted 
the  intimations  I  lei  eve  have  been 
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at  on  which  is  I  ci'ore  the 
that  it  is  very  obj  ct'.on- 
pecimen  of  the  literature 
which  is  dispensed  at  that  estal  lishment,  and  if 
any  gentleman,  after  lookitg  it  over,  can  object 
to  the  passage  of  these  orders,  1  shall  be  ve.y 
much  surprised. 

Alderman  Peters— Out  of  deference  to  the  large 
number  of  remonstrants  in  this  case,  I  :h  11  vine 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  th  •  committee, 
and  therefore  some  apology  may  I  e  tin  •  i  om  me, 
as  I  was  on  the  other  side.  I  think  that  >i  a 
museum  of  this  kind  is  going  to  be  exhibited  in 
this  citv,  it  wonl  1  be  belter  to  have  tne  cont.ol  of 
it  under  this  Board,  and  it  would  be  bitter  to 
license  it.  I  understood  that  some  encourage- 
ment was  hell  out  to  Dr.  Jourdai.i  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  on  the  strength  <  f  th  it  he  a  v.  he  has 
spent  .s20,00i),  wh  eh  1  shoul  I  put  at  sloOO.  Tne 
question  is  whether  the  city  is  liable  for  the  en- 
couragement given  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittJe.  I  sh.ll  vole  to  accept  the  repor  ,  although 
I  do  not  think  it  is  the  best  way  cf  ciealiug  with 
the  subject. 

Alderman  Eigelow—  I  have  no  recollection  that 
the  slightest  encouragement  was  given  to  the  e 
parties  that  thev  should  receive  a  license.    The  re- 


192 


BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN 


port  li\avc  to  withdraw  was  made  by  the  (  ommit- 
tee  of  last  year.  I  cannot  answer  for  what  was 
said  by  the  chairman  cf  that  committee,  but,  to 
my  knowledge,  no  encouragement  whatever  was 
given  them.  The  chairman  made  that  rei  ort 
after  having  examined  the  couection  with  the 
committee.  I  do  not  think  any  improvement  has 
been  made.  I  know  that  the  prop,  le.ors  said  Ihey 
would  with  haw  anyl.hii  g  objected  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  committee  objected  to  the  whole 
class  of  objects.  No  gentleman  would  go  there 
with  his  wile  or  daughter  to  look  at  them.  It  is 
unclean,  and,  in  my  judgment,  we  would  be  false 
to  our  trust  if  we  give  1  hem  a  license.  I  ho,  e  it 
will  be  understood  that  such  exhibitions  cannot  be 
held  in  this  city  without  a  license,  and  that  pro- 
ceedings un  ler  the  statutes  will  be  instituted  to 
prevent  them.  This  is  a  matter  which  concerns 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  ruing  generation.  The 
remonstrants  number  thousands.  I  place  great 
weight  upon  the  remonstranet  s  of  the  young 
mtn's  associations,  and  the  one  offered  here  today 
contains  names  of  the  most  respectable  classes, 
who  hive  the  good  of  the  city  at  h  art  as  much  as 
anv  oilier  portion  <  f  the  community. 

Alderman  Hall— At  the  leque  t  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Licenses  .he  member.-  of  this  Board  visited 
Jourdain"s  establishment.  'We  were  told  that  it 
cos.t  sj40,0l)fi  to  pieparc  that  museum,  and  if  theie 
was  anything  ol  jeetionable  to  the  committee  or 
meinLe'i  s  of  the  board  he  would  take  it  out  of  the 
way.  He  said  he  had  some  encouragement  which 
caused  him  to  spend  that  money.  1  believe  that  a 
majority  of  this  board  would  men  have  voted  to 
grant  this  man  a  license.  I  saw  nothing  oljec- 
lional  le  then  and  1  have  received  no  information 
which  nas  caused  me  to  change  my  opinion.  If 
there  is  ai  ytlimg  under  the  surf  acc'anythmg  con- 
cealed, 1  should  .  e  glail  to  know  it,  but  witn  the 
limited  observation  1  have  had  it  appears  to  be 
nothing  but  right  that  thelicen-esliould  be  grant- 
ed and  the  exhibition  continue  until  its  objec- 
tionable features  aie  manifest.  I  certainly  have 
seen  some  things  there  which  it  would  do  the 
rising  generation  good  to  see,  particularly  the 
illnsuations  of  the  effect  of  tight  lacing  by  fe- 
males.   Example  is  better  than  precept. 

Alderman  Power— 1  do  not  propose  to  defend 
Dr.  Jourdain  or  his  establishment,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  on  Licenses  are  acting  a 
little  has  til  v  in  passing  upon  this  in  view  of  the  me- 
morial that  the  ge  tl  man  sends  in  here.  He  is 
willing  to  remove  anything  tint  is  deemed  im- 
proper or  demoralizing.  Until  they  point  out  all 
that  they  think  will  have  a  demoralizing  influence, 
and  un  lersland  whether  he  propose  s  to  stand  up 
to  the  proposition  he  makes,  i  th:nk  action  should 
be  deferred.  Furthermore,  it  is  a  question  wheth- 
er we  ought  to  go  outside  of  a  matter  as  we  find 
it.  It  is  not  so  much  the  ills  or  clangers  that  we 
see,  as  it  is  those  which  are  apprehended.  It  is 
said  that  this  estal  lb- hment  i-  only  secondary  to 
evils  which  are  connected  with  it;  that  it  is  simply 
a  medium  through  which  a  disreputable  lia-inos 
is  carried  on  by  some  of  its  proprietors.  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that;  I  think  likely  it  may  be 
true,  tut  whether  or  not  we  ha\e  a  right  to  go 
beyond  what  is  before  us,  and  assume  what 
is  going  to  be  or  what  may  be,  is. a  question.  I 
have  al  o  seen  some  of  the  books  that  emanate 
from  those  establishments,  and  they  mu  t  cer- 
tainly have  a  demoralizing  intiuencc'and  encour- 
age \'ices  of  the  worist  desciiption,  because  they 
point  out  clearly  how  those  vices  can  be  indulged 
in  with  perfect  impunity  without  fear  or  dread  of 
the  evil  eiiectsof  thc»'e  demoralizing  practices. 
Now,  it  may  be  that  this  establishment  is  noth- 
ing compared  wiih  the  tilings  which  are  behind  it, 
—and  1  think  it  likely  that  may  lie  true,  also— but 
have  this  Board  the  right  to  refuse  to  grant  a 
license  to  such  a  museum  in  which  there  is  clearly 
nothing  that  is  objectionable.  Now,  he  says 
in  his  memorial  that  he  is  prepared  to  re- 
move everything  that  is  object.onable,  that 
the  committee  say  will  have  a  demoralizing 
effect.  If  he  will  do  this,  I  do  not  see 
what  right  we  have  to  refuse  him  the  license  any 
more  than  we  have  the  Boston  Museum,  or  any 
otln  r  estal  lishiuent  where  there  is  a  collection  of 
birds  and  curiosities.  There  are  things  there 
which  might  have  a  bad  effect,  but  if  he  is  pre- 
pared to  remove  them,  1  do  not  see  how  we  can 
refuse  a  license.  I  do  not  want  to  license  any 
establishment  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
prave or  demoralize  this  community,  but  I  cannot 
see  how  I  can  refuse  a  license  to  cany  on  a  legiti- 
mate business,  and  he  clearly  states  that  he  is  pie- 
pared  to  lemove  anything  and  everything  that  is 


object  ional  le.  to  this  committee.  Theefore  I 
think  the  report  of  the  committ  e  is  rather  pre- 
mature; theyshoull  see  whether  he  means  uh  t 
he  says,  and  that  was  the  reason  I  de  ire  1  to  have 
thb  matter  lie  over.  But  as  that  oil  not  pre- 
vail, I  move  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
committee  .-gain,  if  he  coes-  cot  intend  to 
do  it,  as  he  says;  if  he  limply  meai  s  to 
deceive  —  as  it  is  rl  o  int'mated"  (hat  many 
other  things  much  more  objectionable  are  leatiy, 
and  will  be  put  in  there  the  moment  he  get  a 
license;  >f  that  is  the  character  of  the  man,  why, 
cf  course,  I  shall  vote  against  licensing  him.  but 
if  he  win  lemove  every .  hing  that  the  committee 
say  is  o.  ject'onabl0,  then  i  do  rot  see  how  we 
can  refuse  him  the  license  ;  and  it  will  1  e  our  fault 
if  he  is  allowed  to  put  t  uch  objeettona  I  le  things  in 
Ihere.  It  is  the  duty  of  .he  committee  to  see  what 
he  will  do. 

Ahernian  Bigclow—  I  hope  the  matter  will  not 
be  re  ommitted.  It  has  1  een  1  efore  the  con  mit- 
tce  along  tine,  and  eveiy  member  of  this  Board 
must  have  had  an  opi  ortunity  to  saii  fy  himself 
in  regard  to  the  estalTU  hment  and  what  it  con- 
tain .  I  1  now  the  proprietor  i-  wiling  to  re- 
move any  objects  that  the  committee  wo  Id 
name  ;  but  the  objection  was  to  the  whole 
class  of  objects  to  be  exhibited  in  t^e 
museum.  Gentlemen  wiil  remember  that  lad  es 
and  minors  are  admitted,  which  :  hows  cleaily 
that  they  did  not  inttnd  to  have  an  exhibition  c'f 
oljentional  1?  character.  I  think  the  partvliih 
wottll  be  most  injurious  is  intended  to  be  kept, 
not  in  sight,  but  very  near  by. 

A  Herman  Bower— I  do  not  defend  the  vile  creat- 
ures v,  ho  lun  this  soit  cf  business,  but  there  is  a 
principle  involved,  and  the  precedent  that  we  set 
here,  in  the  vote  we  are  going  to  take,  will,  it 
seems  to  me,  be  a  dangerous  one.  I  propose  to 
stand  by  this  committee.  I  do  rot  place  any  limit 
on  what  they  may  order  him  to  remove,  but  there 
is  certainly  a  luge  proportion  of  the  curiosbies 
that  no  one  can  object  to.  Cer.aii  ly  the  collec- 
tion of  birds  cannot  be  ol  jeetionable  to  anybody ; 
there  is  nothing  in  them  to  shoik  she  modesty  of 
any  one,  and  I  do  not  see  what  right  we-have  to 
refu  e  to  license  the  exhibitiT.  cf  a  very  la  ge 
amount  of  materials  contained  in  the  estaUb'b- 
ment.  I  simi  ly  siand  up  here  to  defend  the  prin- 
ciple, and  not  that  estal  li- hment  or  its  proprie- 
tOiS.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  cleaily  wrong  to  pass 
this  order  until  we  see  whether  he  will  remove 
everything  that  the  committee  and  this  Board 
object  to.  If  we  recommit  the  repoit  and  the 
committee  come  back  and  say  he  refuses,  I  will 
vote  with  them;  not  that  I  have  any  confidence  in 
him  or  his  offer,  but  it  seems  to  me  the  committee 
should  see  whether  he  means  what  he  says  or  in- 
tends to  deceive. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  be  willing  to  recommit 
the  report,  and  let  them  go  down  there  and  say 
what  they  will  have  removed.  If  they  do  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  then  I  shall  \  ote  against  rhe  license. 
In  regard  to  wdiat  I  saw  there,  I  certainly  think  I 
did  not  I  lash  so  mu- has  I  did  at  the  Bo-ton  The- 
atre at  the  pe  foiman  e  of  the  Naiad  Queen. 

Alderman  Presrott— I  hope  the  sul  i act  will  not 
be  recommitted,  but  will  be  settled  tonight,  and 
the  ordeis  parsed.  I  visited  the  place  with 
members  of  this  Board,  and  I  did  not  see  anything 
objectionalle  at  that  time.  But  the  matter  does 
not  bear  investigation.  The  Committee  on 
Licenses  have  adopted  the  same  course  in  this 
case  aslhev  do  when  th-  re  aie  applications  for 
victuallers  Ticei  ses.  The  atmosphere  surrounding 
the  place,  the  class  of  persons  who  patronize  if, 
are  consiuered,  and  if  it  is  a  notoriou  ly  bad  place, 
and  has  bad  people  around  it  an«l  connected  with 
it,  I  think  the  e  ommittee  do  not  report  in  favor  of 
granting  such  a  license.  This  matter  is  rotten  and 
corrupt,  in  that  it  demoralizes  the  youth  of  the 
community.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  man  or  in 
anybody  connected  wi  hthisestablishment.  Ihave 
no  confidence  in  any'  oily  w  ho  lives  atone  hou'e  un- 
der one  name  and  keeps  an  office  at  another  house 
under  a  different  name.  Some  of  these  men  live 
at  home  under  the  name  of  Brown  and  do  business 
under  a  different  name.  1  may  be  mistaken,  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  am  not.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  look  into  this  matter,  and 
have  changed  my  views  entirely  from  what  they 
were  when  I  first  visited  the  place.  I  believe  the 
whole  atmosphere  around  it  should  not  be  toler- 
ated by  the  City  Government  for  one  hour,  and  if 
the  exhibition  is  opened  free  it  should  be  closed 
up  by  the  police.  Such  action  would  be  indorsed 
by  the  people  who  have  the  interests  of  the  city  at 
heart. 


MARCH 


18  7  4,. 


123 


Alderman  Power— There  is  no  question  but  what 
the  city  of  Boston  will  indorse  our  conduct  when 
we  are  endeavoring  1o  protect  the  morals  cf  the 
cit-\  But  I  have  said  there  is  a  principle  involved. 
If  the  vile  t  creature  in  the  ci1  y  com<  s  here  for  a 
peimit  (o  erect  a  building  which  coi  fotms  to  the 
law,  we  are  just  as  much  bound  to  grant  it 
as  if  it  were  Ihe  most  exemilaiy  man  in  the 
community.  Therefore  before  vie  take  action 
on  this  report,  the  committee  should  see  whether 
b  :  proposes  to  remove  everything  cf  a  dfmorallz- 
ing  tendency.  "We  certainly  cannot  refuse  him 
what  we  giant  1o  others,  and  I  ki  ow  we  have 
given  license  to  others  to  exhibit  such  colled  ions 
of  birds  as  he  has,  and  to  which  no  one  can  object. 
If  1he  committ  e  go  and  remove  all  that  is  objec- 
tionable, thrn  it  seems  we  shall  have  done  our 
whole  duty,  and  no:  ui.t'l  then. 

Allerman  Bigelow— I  think  the  gentleman  fri 


tion  the  character  of  each  place.  If  a  man  noto- 
rious by  objectionable  applies  for  an  innholders  li- 
cense; if  he  is  known  to  harbor  bad  characters, 
even  if  he  had  every  lequisite  for  keepii  g  a  good 
place,  (he  committee  would  refuse  the  license. 
1 1  lace  this  upon  the  same  ground.  The  repu- 
tation of  the  ]  lace  is  cot  good.  Manv  gen- 
ii nen  have  come  to  me  privately  and  told  me 
what  they  knew.  They  did  not  want  to  make  a 
put  He  slat'  ment,  but  are  of  ihe  opinion  that  it  is 
for  the  intere  t  of  the  morality  cf  this  city  thatwe 
lcfttse  thi   liceme. 

Alderman  Brook'— In  regard  to  what  was  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  0,  that  the  gentle- 
man does  not  put  out  his  own  name,  I  will  state 
that  I  have  understoo  l  that  he  lives  in  Hancock 
street.    Does  the  gentleman  know  where  he  lives? 

Aldeiman  Prescott— I  did  not  refer  to  Dr.  Jour- 
dain. That  may  be  hi?  name;  but  I  do  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  gentleman  with  another  es- 
taili-hment  do  s  not  put  out  his  right  name,  and  I 
hive  authority  for  saying  that  one  of  those  \  ariies 
is  now  under  indictment  tor  sending  obscet  e  liter- 
ature through  the  mail-,  large  quantities  of  which 
were  seized.  That  is  the  kind  of  literature 
they  put  into  the  hands  of  young  men;  not  the 
specimens  they  put  into  the 'hands  cf  Aldermen 
who  went  thete  accompanied  by  policemen.  Ihe 
whole  atmo  phere  about  the  place  is  corrupt,  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  take  sum- 
mat  y  measures. 

Al  lerman  Brooks— I  made  a  motion  at  the  last 
meeting  to  lay  this  report  upon  the  tal  le  because 
I  had  not  been  to  the  place.  The  gentlemen  went 
to  the  ilace  and  got  their  information  with  police 
officers.  I  was  more  plucky  than  they  were,  and 
went  alone.  .After  a  man  has  made  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  ana  says  he  is  ready 
to  withdraw  anything  objectionable,  this  Board 
cannot,  in  my  judgment,  go  behind  it. 
"We  have  no  right  to  consider  what  other 
parties  may  do;  we  are  acting  upon  the  peti- 
tion cf  Dr.  Jourdain.  I  hope  the  matter  may 
be  lecommitted  and  that  we  may  see  whether  he 
is  ready  to  com]  ly  with  ihe  proposition  he  hag 
made.  And  if  he  is,  I  do  not  ;  ee  how  we  can  ob- 
ject to  giving  him  a  license.  .After  another  thor- 
ough examination  by  the  committee  will  be  time 
enough  for  us  to  act.  I  do  not  understand  that  we 
are  to  act  upon  information  that  other  parties  may 
give. 

Alderman  Power— I  brought  on  this  discussion 
not,  as  I  said  before,  to  sustain  any  such  estab- 
lishment as  it  is  said  1he  proprietor  of  this  muse- 
um runs,  but  simply  to  maintain  the  principle  in- 
volvelmtt.  I  hope  the  committee  wdl  test  his 
sincerity  in  the  proi.osit'on  lie  makes  befoie  we 
take  final  action.  Thereto. e  1  am  soriy  they  op- 
pose a  recommitment.  "We  have  10  right  to  re- 
fuse to  one  man  what  we  grant  to  Ei.oth-r.  If  the 
committee  refuse,  I  shall  be  iorcvu  to  \otc  a-aimt 
the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  tins  subject,  but  the  Alderman  f  om 
War, I  12  has  spoken  so  often  o.i  the  sul  ject  of 
princil  le  that  1  must  say  just  one  word.  Now, sir, 
what  principle  do  we  violate  in  withholding  a 
license  from  those  narties  or  in  diie  ting  the 
police  to  close  the  other  exhibition?  I  do  not  see 
thatwe  violate  a  single  pi  incijde.  becau  e,  as  the 
Alderman  bom  Ward  0  has  said,  the  whole  atmos- 
phere of  the  place  is  had;  ihe  principle  on  which 
the  place  is  run  is  bad.  Now,  let  us  have  a  few 
plain  words.  These  places  are  run  as  pari  of  a 
medical  office,  sometimes  a  little  way  off,  some- 
times near.  You  go  into  Dr.  Hallock's  estal  lish- 
ment— museum,  as  he  calls  it— and  what  do  you 


see?  A  collection  of  pictures  without  a  single 
redeeming  feature,  nothing  but  nasliness.  You 
are  given"a  small  pamnhlet,  which  describes  vari- 
ous diseases,  and  tells  yon  where  they  can  be 
cured,  a  few  doors  off.  Now,  as  to  Dr.  Davidson, 
or  Dr.  Jourdain;  when  he  came  b<  fore  the  com- 
mittee I  asked  him  if  he  carried  on  a  medicpl 
office,  and  he  admitted  substantiplly  that  it  was 
an  advertisement  for  a  business  that,  they  carried 
on.  The  estal  lis hment  of  Dr.  Jourdain  is  more 
extensive  than  Dr.  Hallock's.  I  do  not  think 
either  shoul  1  be  left  open.  The  redeeming  feat- 
ures of  this  exhibitit  n  can  be  seen  at  the  looms 
of  the  Soc'eiy  cf  Natural  Histoiv.  Dr.  Jourdain 
asked  privately  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and 
after  learning  "it,  said  be  had  spent  a  great  ce?l  of 
money,  and  itwoul  Ibehnrdshipr  of  tolicense  h'm. 
'Ihe commit: ee  then  told  hint  they  would  give  him 
the  advantage  of  a  full  board.  The  members  hive 
all  seen  :hN  e-tablb  hinent.  end  1  (link  we  ;  hall  be 
justified  in  withholdii  g  the  1  cense,  and  in  having 
the  i  dice  keep  young  men  out  of  the  r  lace. 

Allerman  Power— 1  do  not  know  anvthiv.g  about 
Dr.  Hallock'  ■  estal  lishmci.t,  and  if  wdiat  I  hear  of 
that  is  true,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  e  losed  up.  Dr. 
Jourdain  say-  that  if  the  committee  order  him  to 
remove  what  they  deem  unfit  lie  dees  not  want  it 
there  at  all.  I  thi">k  we  Mill  stand  much  better 
after  we  >  hall  have  taken  that  step.  The  Abler- 
man  who  la-t  spoke  said  that  all  the  redeeming 
features  can  be  seen  at  the  rooms  of  the  Natural 
Histo-y  luilding.  It  has  been  said  that  various 
models  of  the  human  i'oim  can  abo  be  seen  there, 
which  are  still  worse.  If  1  hat  is  so,  it  is  worse  to 
have  a  free  exhibition  t  f  them,  for  cei  tair.ly  more 
people  will  go  where  they  have  nothing  to  pay. 
We  will  stand  much  better  if  the  committee  le- 
port  that  he  icfuces  to  comply  with  the  request. 
lam  prepared  to  stand  by  the  commit: ee  when 
they  test  this  question  as  they  ought  to.  A 
great  portion  cf  the  things  exhibited  at  this 
place  can  be  found  at  the  Boston  Mu- 
seum. That  is  the  prim  iple  of  the  thing— that  we 
cannot  refuse  one  person  wdiat  we  grant  anoiher. 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  anything  that  gentle- 
men say  about  th  •  proprietors  and  the  suiround- 
ings  cf  the  institution.  But  we  must  take  things 
as  we  find  them,  lshould  l:ke  to  vote  with  the 
committee,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle  I  s  hall  I  e 
compelled  to  vote  pgains  t  tin  in,  if  tin  v  press  this 
question  today.  I  have  as  much  £<  licitude  for  the 
moral?  of  this  community  and  as  great  desire  to 
repress  anything  that  w  11  tend  to  demoralize  the 
youth,  as  any  nu  mlier  of  thi=  Board. 

Allerman  Worthington  called  for  the  previous 
question,  and  it  was  ordered. 

Alderman  Power's  moiion  to  recommit  was  lost 
— veas  4,  nays  8,  as  fo.lows : 

Yeas— A\  "b'linen  B'ook--,  Hall,  Peter-' .Power— 4. 

Nays— Al dci nioii  Bigi  low,  (  lark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Th?  order  was  then  passed — yeas' 11,  nays  1 — as 
follows : 

Yeas— Al  loiiiien  Big<  low,  Brooks, Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins, 
"Worthington— 11. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

By  Alderman  Brooks- 
Ordered,  That  Aldeimen be  a  committee 

to  nominate  suitril  le  candidates  for  the  rffices  cf 
Pence  Viewers,  Fie bl  Driver?,  Cullers  cf  Hoops, 
etc.,  and  Inspectors  cf  Lime. 

Passed,  and  Aldeimen  Brooks,  Emeiy  and  Har- 
ris appointed  said  committee. 

MASSACHUSETTS  CHARITABLE  MECHANIC  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  (  lark  oil. 'led  ihe  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  (  ommittee  on 
Streets  be  requested  to  (oid'n'  wi.h  the  officers  of 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic.  Associa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  conveyance  to  said  associa- 
tion of  the  lands  b<  longii  g  to  the  city  of  lostor, 
recently  purchased  of  the  loston  &  tiovidence 
Railroad  <  orporation,  southeily  (  f  Ei'ot  street,  in- 
eluding  the  lot  previou  ly  acquired  by  the  city  for 
a  j ear  passage  to  the  pr  mary  scboolh'ouse  on  Ten- 
nyson street,  and  report  the  price  at  which  it 
would  be  advisable  for  the  city  to  dispose  cf  rll 
said  lands  to  said  association  as'a  site  for  the  erec- 
tion cf  a  building  for  the  purposes  of  said  associ- 
ation. 

Allerman  Clark— As  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  it  is  peihaps  proper  that  I 
should    make   some    explanation    of    this    order. 
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It  is  well  known  to  the  members  cf  th;s  Board 
that  the  Joint  <  or.-:mi1tee  on  Streets  u:  ually 
have  charge  of  all  lands  that  come  into  Ihe  i  ob- 
session of  the  city  by  sticet  widenii  gs;  that  they 
superintend  the  pale  of  Urm,  ana  that  such 
sales  are  generally  made  by  public  aiution,  so 
that  every  one  can  have  an  opportunity 
to  bid,  and  no  one  can  say  that  he  has  been  treat- 
ed unhandsomely.  Tlic  M:issaohu-ett«  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  are  talking  of  erecting  a 
new  building,  and  piopoe  to  sr  11  the  o.  e  in  1  ed- 
ford  street.  In  looking  about,  they  have  inspect- 
ed this  land  at  the  junction  of  liliot  siieet 
and  Co'.umbus  avenue.  A  short  time  ago 
they  sent  me  a  communication  inquirii  g  the 
price  at  which  the  city  would  sell  that  land 
to  them, and  it  has  been  thought  advis.il  le  to 
bring  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  City 
Governmi  nt  for  instructions  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  to  consider  the  expediency  of  selling  .  ome 
twenty  thousand  feet  cf  this  land  to  the  associa- 


tion as  a  f  ite  for  thi=  building.  It  has  appeared  to 
some  members  cf  the  committee  to  be  a 
goo  I  thing.  If  they  erect  this  building,  it 
will  involve  an  ex,endiatie  cf  some  $120,000, 
and  (hoy  prof  o  e  to  build  one  large  enough 
to  last  them.  It  has  been  suggeste  I  thrt  theio 
might  perhaps  be  a  maiket  under  the  bu  lding, 
bit.,  that  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  ccnM  lercd  heie- 
sfter.  Active  mi.mbe.s  of  th's  association  are 
veiy  anxious  that  the  c'ty  should  fix  a  price  at 
which  the  lmd  can  be  purchased  by  Hi-  m,  and  the 
puipose  cf  this  order  is  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets  to  coi  f er  with,  them  and  report 
the  pric  e  at  whi<  h  it  would  he  deemed 
advisal  Is  to  fell  1he  entire  lot.  The  ordinary 
course  woul  I  be  to  out  the  land  up  at  auction,  but 
I  have  no  doubt  a  fair  price  can  be  obtained  in 
tbi-  <  a  e. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Eoard 
adjourned. 
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An  adj<; 
men  was 
Clark,  Chi 


1 sting  of  the  Ho 


To  the  Committee  on  Paving.    Robert  Bampton, 

to  he  paid  for  grade  damages  on  lin^Ics  street 

To  the  CtimmUtee  on  /'oliee.  Thomas  Morris, 
Cor  leave  to  grind  cutlery  in  the  streets  of  this 
city. 


To  I  In   Committer  an    I li  n  1 1  It  mi '  I  he    Pari  of  the 

Board.    Boston  Cooperative  Society,  remonstrance 
against   erection  of   stable  by  A.  Curtis  on   East 
Dedhain  street. 
John  Quirk,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 

liors Ke.vc-  street.  Ward  17. 

James  0.  Neil,  to  occupy  wooden  stable   for  one 

horse  on  Locust  street,  corner  of  Dorchester  ave- 
nue. 

BOJfJ)    AI'I-KOYEI). 


The  bond  of  Robert 
Franklin  Fund,  being 
approved  by  the  Boar- 


iilki 


MMITTEK. 
JI1  with   thl 

djourned. 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  noon  today. 

His  Honor  Mayor  Cold)  presided,  and  read  the 
following-  communication  from  the  Executive  De- 
partment : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  March  12,  1874.      ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  Oity  Council:  Gentlemen 
—The  mournful  duly  devolves  upon  me  of  calling 
you  together  to  receive  the  ollicial  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner,  who,  during  a 
period  of  twenty-three  years  has  been  the  honored 
and  trusted  representative  of  our  people  in  the 
highest  councils  of  the  nation. 

It  is  fitting  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  do 
honor  to  one  of  her  citizens,  who,  through  a  long 
life,  has  devoted  his  great  abilities  to  the  advance- 
ment of  freedom  and  the  establishment  of  just 
and  equal  laws.  Born  in  Boston  in  1811,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Latin  School,  and  the  recipient  of  a 
Franklin  Medal  in  182(1,  he  has,  1  believe,  always 
retained  his  citizenship  here,  and  has  always  and 
everywhere  responded,  with  noble  alacrity,  to  all 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  him  in  that 
capacity. 

Although  he  held  the  posit  ion  of  a  party  leader 
in  the  most  eventful  period  of  our  country's  his- 
tory, no  breath  of  suspicion  has  ever  tainted  the 
purity  of  his  motives  ;  and  had  his  life  been  spared 
but  a  short  time  longer,  I  believe  there  would 
have  been  a  universal  recognition  among  his  own 
countrymen,  as  there  was  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent in  foreign  countries,  of  his  wise  and  far-see- 
ing statesmanship.  I  trust  you  will  take  such 
action  as  will  properly  express  our  sense  of  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  this  city  in  the  death  of  its 
most  eminent  citizen. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Mayor:  It  is  proper 
that  the  city  which  has  the  honor  to  be  the  birth- 
place and  home  of  Charles  Sumner,  should  meet 
in  its  corporate  capacity  and  officially  express  the 
sorrow  which  burdens  all  hearts  in  this  hour  of 
national  mourning,  and  pay  homage  to  our  illus- 
trious dead.  The  feeling  of  sadness  pervading 
our  citv  is  like  that  of  a  personal  bereavement,  for 
which 'words  fail  to  give  adequate  expression. 
The  life  we  commemorate  has  been  a  Golden 
Deed,  and  the  best  thought  and  culture  of  all 
nations  will  pronounce  eulogies  in  honor  of  our 
great  citizen.  The  American  people  will  guard 
his  fame  as  their  highest  example  of  purity  and 
integrity  in  public  life.  His  errors  will  be  written 
upon  the  sand  while  his  virtues  will  be  engraven 
upon  enduring  monuments.  His  memory  will  be 
cherished  for  that  luve  of  country  and  humanity 
which  actuated  his  whole  life,  and  the  people  he 
labored  so  earnestly  to  ransom  will  teach  their 
children's  children  to  call  him  blessed  forever- 
more. 

Mr.  Mayor,  as  an  expression  of  the  feeling  of 
the  City  Council,  I  desire  to  submit  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  receives  with 
profound  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Charles  Sumner,  and  deeply  mourns  the  loss  of 
the  great  senator  whose  illustrious  career  has  re- 
flected such  honor  and  renown  upon  the  city  of 
his  birth  and  home. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  services  rendered  by 
Mr.  Sumner  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
throughout  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-three 
years,  and  especially  his  wise  counsels  upon  inter- 
national questions  and  his  untiring  devotion  to 
the  rights  of  man,  have  laid  a  lasting  debt  of 
gratitude  upon  the  American  people,  and  we  now 
gratefully  recall  the  piide  with  which  he  ever  re- 
garded his  native  city,  and  his  constant  fidelity  to 
the  important  and  varied  interests  of  Boston. 
•  Resolved,  That  the  life  of  this  great  statesman 
affords  a  striking  example  of  the  fearless  and 
conscientious  discharge  of  every  public  trust.  In 
him  we  saw  a  man  whoso  constant  incentive  was 
a  high  sense  of  public  duty,  whose  heart  ever  beat 
in  response  to  the  claims  of  the  humble  and  op- 
pressed ;  who  was  the  firm  friend  of  the  soldiers 
,of  the  republic,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  saved 
he  union  of  the  States; 'who,  though   respectful 


to  public  opinion,  was  still  above  it  and  inde- 
pendent of  it;  who  never  used  his  influence  or  his 
office  to  aggrandize  himself,  or  to  secure  unworthy 
ends,  and,  above  all,  one  upon  whose  pure  and 
spotless  private  character  no  breath  of  suspicion 
ever  rested. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
at  an  early  day  to  call  a  meeting  of  citizens  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  to  take  such  notice  of  this  event  as 
may  he  appropriate  in  view  of  the  irreparable  loss 
which  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  particu- 
larly of  Boston,  have  sustained. 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  special  committee  of  the 
City  Council  be  appointed  to  act  in  cooperation 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  State  and  na- 
tional authorities  in  making  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  ceremonies,  and  for  such  other  tokens  of 
respect  to  the  deceased  as  are  due  to  the  purity  of 
his  character  and  the  greatness  of  his  public  ser- 
vices. 

Alderman  Cutter— Mr.  Mayor :  Again  has  an  im- 
pressive warning  come  to  teach  us  that  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.  The  lessons  of  his 
providence,  severe  as  they  may  be,  often  become 
merciful  dispensations,  like  that  which  is  now 
spreading  sorrow  through  the  land,  and  which  is 
reminding  us  that  we  have  higher  duties  to  fulfil 
and  graver  responsibilities  to  encounter  than 
those  that  meet  us  here.  Another  great  man 
haa  fallen  in  our  land,  ripe  in  years  and 
in  honors,  but  never  dearer  to  the  American 
people  than  when  called  from  the  theatre  of  his  ser- 
vices and  renown  to  that  final  bar  where  the  lofty 
and  the  lowly  must  all  meet  at  last. 

It  is  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  our  country.  Since  then 
he  has  belonged  to  his  country,  and  has  taken  a 
part,  and  a  prominent  part,  both  in  peace  and 
war,  in  all  the  great  questions  affecting  her  inter- 
est and  her  honor;  and  though  it  had  been  my 
fortune  often  to  differ  from  him,  yet  I  believe  he 
was  as  honest  a  man  as  ever  participated 
in  the  councils  of  a  nation.  Anxious  to 
relieve  the  afflicted  and  the  down-trodden,  during 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  long  and  eventful  life, 
calumny  and  detraction  emptied  their  vials  upon 
him.    But  how  glorious  the  change! 

He  outlived  malice  and  envy.  Frank  and  fear- 
less in  the  expression  of  his  opinions  and  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  with  rare  powers  of 
eloquence,  which  never  failed  to  rivet  the  atten- 
tion of  his  auditory,  and  which  always  command- 
.  ed  admiration  even  when  they  did  not  cany  con- 
viction; prompt  in  decision  and  firm  in  action,  and 
with  avigorous  intellect  trained  in  the  contests  of 
a  stirring  lite  and  strengthened  by  enlarged  expe- 
rience and  observation  and  great  purity  of  pur- 
pose ;  these  were  the  elements  ol  his  power  and 
success,  and  we  dwell  upon  them  with  mournful 
gratification  now  when  we  shall  soon  follow  him  to 
the  cold  and  silent  tomb  where  we  shall  leave 
him   alone    to  the   mercies  of   his  God  and  ours. 

Alderman  l'rescott— Mr.  Mayor:  I  rise  to  sus- 
tain these  resolutions;  but  I  never  before  felt  so 
keenly  how  inadequate  are  words  to  express  the 
feelings  which  seem  to  pervade  the  whole  commu- 
nity. Charles  Sumner  is  dead.  Boston  justly 
claims  him  as  her  honored  son.  Born  here, 
sixty-three  years  ago,  when  Boston  was  but 
a  town,  he  fitted  himself  for  college  at 
our  Boston  Latin  School,  received  there 
a  medal  inscribed  the  gift  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  finished  his  collegiate  education 
in  18S0,  at  our  neighboring  university.  The  next 
twenty  years  of  his  life,  till  he  entered  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1851,  was  spent  at  home  and 
abroad,  mainly  in  intellectual  pursuits,  which  he 
loved  so  well  that  when  he  entered  the  national 
service  he  was  one  of  the  ripest  scholars  in  the 
country. 

Here  his  history  became  apart  of  the  history  of 
the  country.  The  biographer  who  at  some  future 
day  may  write  of  the  service  of  Mr.  Sumner  dur- 
ing the 'last  quarter  century  of  his  life,  will  write 
little  else  than  the  history  of  his  country  during 
that  time. 

I  need  not  recapitulate,  Mr.  Mayor,  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Sumner  to  his  city,  to  his  State,  to 
his  country,  to  the  cause  of  struggling  humanity 
throughout  the  world.  Though  he  belongs  to  us 
as  a  city,  in  a  larger  sense  the  whole  world  will 
claim  him.  The  absolute  purity  and  integrity  of 
his  character  are  above  all  suspicion.  He  was  in- 
dependent even  of  his  own  party  (which  he  loved 
so  well),  and  a  man  whose  views  were  constantly 
in  advance  of  the  times.  Though  strong  in  his 
support  of  the  Government  in  its  struggle 
with  rebellion,  he  was    among   the   first  to  offer 
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he  hand  of  friendship  when  peace  was  declared. 
However  men  may  differ  in  regard  to  the  practica- 
bility of   his   views,  which    caused    his    State    to 
stain  its  records  with  an  implied  censure  of  him, 
is  there  a   man   living  who   will    dare  to  say  thctt 
Charles    Sumner  was   not   honest  in  those  senti- 
ments?   Thank    God,  that  before  the  silver  cord 
was  loosed  or  the  golden  bowl  was  broken,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  old  Common- 
wealth he  had   served  so   faithfully  sent   to    him 
in  the   perscn  of   one  of  the    race   he   had  done 
so  much  to   elevate  from  degradation  and  slavery 
a  resolution  blotting  out  the  ungrateful  words  But, 
Mr.  Mayor,  this  is  not  the  place  nor  the  occasion 
to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Sumner.    Soon  his 
manly  form  will  be  borne  back  to  his  native  city ; 
all  classes,   from   the  highest  to  the  lowest,  will 
drop  heartfelt  tears  over  his  bier. 
"Let  us  weep  in  our  darkness,  but  weep  not  for  him; 
Not  for  him  who,  departing,  leaves  millions  in  tears; 
Not  fur  Inn)  wluj  his  died  full  of  honor  anil  vears; 
Not  for  him  who  ascended  fame's  ladder  so  high. 
From  the  round  at  the  top  he  has  stepped  to  the  sky." 

Alderman  Harris— Mr.  Chairman :  I  feel  unwill- 
ing to  suffer  this  occasion  to  pass  without  brietiy 
milling  my  tribute  uO  a  departed  state-man.  Iden- 
tified with  a  party  differing  in  politics  from  Mr. 
Sumner,  I  must  in  all  frankness  bear  witness  to 
his  honesty  and  incorruptibility.  His  life  illus- 
trates the  success  of  an  earnest  and  a  laborious 
man.  His  strong  physical  powers  and  clear  vision 
impelled  him  onward  and  upward;  he  could  not  re- 
main contented  to  occupy  any  uncertain  position. 
No  timidity  characterized'  his'  actions,  and  he  fol- 
lowed his  convictions  of  what  he  believed  to  be 
right  to  the  end.  He  was  like  a  standard  hearer, 
ready  to  lead,  and  his  judgment  and  freedom  of 
speech  caused  him  to  be  ever  surrounded  with 
friends.  They  shared  in  his  reputation  and  his 
honor.  We  lament  his  death,  and  we  would  recog- 
nize in  this  dispensation  our  dependence  upon  our 
Creator  for  all  that  we  are  permitted  to  receive 
and  enjoy. 

Alderman  Power— Mr.  Chairman:  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  say  a  word  on  this  occasion.  I  heartily 
concur  with  all  that  has  been  said  or  is  to  be  said 
in  eulogy  of  the  great  statesman  now  deceased, 
and  though  belonging  to  the  great  party  that  has 
in  times  past  differed  so  widely  with  liiin  on  somi 
of  the  great  questions  of  government,  I  feel  that 

but  utter  the  universal  sentiment  of  that  party 


when  I  say  that  he  always  commanded  their  re  - 
spect  for  his  unflinching  zeal  and  undoubted  hon- 
esty. And, .as  I  said  before,  I  heaitilv  concur  in 
all  that  has  been  said  and  all  that  is  proposed  to 
be  done  out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  merely  to 
say  that  I  heartily  concur  in  the   sentiments  of  re- 


spect to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  It  is  not 
often  that  a  city  is  called  upon  to  take  action  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  a  statesman  so  eminent  for 
his  services  to  his  native  city,  to  his  State  and  to 
his  country.  The  i  eputation  of  Mr.  Sumner  ex- 
tends even  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  country, 
for  it  is  true  that  he  is  almost  as  well  known  in 
Europe  as  he  is  in  our  own  country; 
and  the  intelligence  of  his  death  will  be  received 
with  almo-t  as  much  sonow  in  Europe  a-  it  is  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  there 
ever  was  a  pure  man  in  politic  al  life  that  man  was 
Charles  Sumner.  During  the  many  years  in  which 
he  was  engaged  in  the  public  service  there  never 
was  any  question  of  his  earnestness  of  purpose 
and  his  honesty  in  action.  In  liiin  everv  one  who 
has  ever  felt  the  yoke  of  oppression  'has  lost  a 
friend.  It  is  to  be  regretted  exceedingly  that  he 
should  be  taken  away  in  the  midst  of  hi*  useful 
labors  wlide  o.hers  aie  left.  But  I  trust,  si'-,  that 
his  example  will  be  felt  by  those  who  are  now  en- 
gaged in  administering  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
and  help  to  call  out  others  who  will  work,  as  he 
worked,  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  the 
State  and  the  nation. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution-',  rt  was  unanimously  decided  in  the  af- 
iirmative  by  th  ■  Aldermen  rising  in  their  seats 

Alderman  Siebbiiis  pics,  nted  the  following  or- 
der, which  was  unanimously  passed; 

Ordered,  That  the  join;  special  committee  to  be 
appointed  under  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 
death  of  (  ha  lies  Sumner  consist  of  the  (  hair- 
man  of  this  Board,    and  Aldermen  ,    with 

such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  and  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  ac,  as  hair- 
man  of  the  committee,  the  expenses  incurred  by 
said  committee  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

The  Mayor  appointed  Aldermen  Stebbins,  Cut- 
ter and  Frescott  as  members  of  the  committee 
and  the  Board  adjourned 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was 
held  at  noon  today,  E.  O.  Shepard,  president,  oc- 
cupying the  chair.  The  president  read  the  com- 
munication from  the  Mayor  in  reference  to  the 
deatli  of  Charles  Sumner,  and  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— By  the 
message  of  his  honor  the    Mayor,  we  are  called  to- 

g ether  as  representatives  of  'the  chief  city  of  the 
■ommonwcalt.li  to  provide  such  last  tributes  of 
honor  and  respect  as  are  due  fiom  this  metropolis 
to  the  remains  of  Charles  Sumner.  His  public 
career  as  senator  from  Massachusetts  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  centu  y;  his  public  acts  in  behalf  of 
freedom  and  the  highest  interests  of  the  country, 
and  his  steiling  integrity  and  his  matchless  honor, 
are  familiar  to  you  all.  It  is  titling  that  this  city 
of  his  birth,  this  first  city  of  the  State  he  has  rep- 
resented so  many  years,  should  pay  to  his  memo- 
ry, now  that  lie  has  .rone  from  us,  its  highest  trib- 
ute of  honor  and  respect. 

The  President  read  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  passed  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  resolutions  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Mr.  President,  although 
within  the  short  tune  which  lias  elapsed  since  the 
reception  of  the  news  of  the  sad  event  which  has 
called  us  together  it  was  impossible  to  have  made 
any  preparation  for  an  expression  of  the  senti- 
ment which  involuntarily  rises  on  this  occasion, 
it  does  seem  fitting  and  proper  that  an  event  of 
this  great  iinportai.ee  should  not  pass  entirely  un- 
noticed. Charles  Sumner  has  been  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States' — and  of  the  world  in 
fact— for  a  generation.  And  we  cannot  contem- 
plate his  death  without  having  our  minds  revert 
back  to  the  time  when  the  contest  in  which  he 
bore  so  important  a  part,  and  which  was  of  such 
national  importance  that  all  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  were  called  to  express  their 
interest  on  the  one  side  or  the  other— I  say 
we  cannot  help  having  our  minds  revert  back 
to  the  past,  to  the  time  when  in  our  boy- 
hood that  contest  had  its  origin.  I  remem- 
ber very  well  how,  in  the  early  years  of  my  life, 
1  sympathized  so  sincerely  with  the  cause  which 
he  afterward  so  ardently  espoused.  And  since  his 
death  1  remember  very  well  the  pet  oration  of  an 
oration,  not  delivered  by  Mr.  Sumner,  which  was 
one  of  those  pieces  of  oratory  which  had  an  influ- 
ence in  inflaming  the  minds  and  drawing  the  at- 
tention of  all  to  the  great  topic  which  was  the 
principal  theme  of  his  oratory  afterward.  Ire- 
member  that  this  orator,  after  speaking  of  the 
wrongs  of  Africa,  conjured  up  the  genius  of  Afri- 
ca and  caused  it  to  address  the  genius  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  although  it  is  so  many  years  since,  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  the   language   is   still   vivid  in  my 


heaven  and  exclaiming — 

"I  will  meet,  thee  there  !  I  will  meet  thee  there! 
NotatPhili  [d,  in  night,  ami  battle  agony,  but  at 
the  bar  of  (tod,  under  the  blaze  of  the  judgment 
fires,  just  when  the  highest,  hills  of  heaven  are 
reddening  with  the  united  blaze  of  Africa  and 
America.  I  will  meet  thee  there,  to  ask  for  my 
sons  and  my  daughters,  for  my  kings  and  my 
princes,  for  my  national  renown* and  for  my  eter- 
nal salvation.  Slowly,  like  one  stiffening  to  death, 
the  accusing  spectre  has  vanished.  It  is  for  us, 
my  beloved  countrymen,  to  lay  this  terrible  spec- 
tre forever,  that  it  accuse  us  not  in  the  moment 
when  the  weald's  gray  fatheis  and  the  latest  born 
shall  be  witnesses  of  'the  disgrace  and  the  hollow- 
ness  of  our  boast  of  freedom  shall  provoke  the 
jeers  of  the  world." 

I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  in  my  school-boy  days 
I  sympathized  heartily  with  the  sentinientof  those 
words,  and  that  sympathy  is  not  abolished  yet. 
It  is  true,  that  subsequently,  as  1  arrived  at  the 
years  of  manhood,  my  convictions  took  a  different 
turn  and  I  was  compelled  to  assume  another  opin- 
ion of  my  duty,  which  is  best  expressed  in  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Chief-Justice  Shaw,  in  a  case 
that  came  before   the  Supreme  Court  for  decision: 

"So  long  as  the  Slates  remained  sovereign  they 
could  assert  their    rights    in    regard    to   fugitive 


sl.-.vos  by  war  or  treaty,  and,  therefore,  before  re- 
nouncing and  surrendering  such  sovereignty, 
some  substitute,  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty  or  com- 
pact, must  necessarily  be  devised  and  agreed  to. 
The  clause  of  the  constitution  seems  to  have  been 
in  character  precisely  such  a  treaty.  It  was  a  sol- 
emn compact,  entered  into  by  the  delegates  of 
States  then  sovereign  and  independent,  and  free 
to  remain  so,  on  great  deliberation,  and  on  the 
highest  considerations  of  justice  and  policy  and 
reciprocal  benefit,  and  in  order  to  secure  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  all  the  States.  It  carries 
with  it,  therefore,  all  the  sanction  which  can  be- 
long to  it,  either  as  an  international  or  a  social 
compact,  made  by  parties  invested  with  full  pow- 
ers to  deliberate 'and  act;  or  as  a  fundamental 
law,  agreed  on  as  a  basis  of  a  government,  irre- 
pealable,  and  to  be  changed  only  by  the  power 
that  made  it,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  it." 

These  two  sentiments  seem  to  have  represented 
the  ideas  on  one  side  an  .  the  other,  and  those  ideas 
were  in  contest  until  finally  the  climax  was  reach- 
ed ;  the  war  came,  it  is  ended  and  peace  again 
reigns.  At  that  time  it  was  like  a  cloud  of  the  size 
of  a  man's  hand,  threatening  to  devastate  the  coun- 
try, but  peace  has  come,  and  I,  for  one,  certainly, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  entire  population  of  the 
country  some  day  will,  as  indeed  do  the  entire  pop- 
ulation of  the  North,  look  with  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  results  which  have  come  with 
Eeace  ;  for  no  longer  is  such  oratory  as  I 
rst  alluded  to  needed.  We  are  still  a  united 
people ;  the  cause  of  the  division  and  contest 
is  obliterated  forever,  and  it  e*.ly  remains  now 
for  us  to  bring  about  that  reign  of  peace  and 
concord  which,  at  the  last,  was  Charles  Sumner's 
chief  desire  and  work.  He  entered  into  it  with 
such  zeal  that  it  provoked  even  the  condemnation 
of  the  Legislature  of  our  own  Commonwealth;  but 
subsequent  reflection  sati-tied  them  that  he  i 


purpose  of  cementing  peace  and  concord  through- 
out the  entire  nation,  that  will  make  us  forever  re- 
main united  and  indivisible.  There  is  another 
consideration  of  this  matter.  However  we  may 
differ  in  opinion,  so  long  as  we  are  sincere  in  our 
convictions — no  matter  which  side  of  any  question 
we  may  take,  we  should  do  our  duty.  Although 
I  mav  have  differed  in  opinion  from  others,  they 
have'  not  the  right  to  go  according  to  my 
judgment,  any  more  than  I  have  to  act 
according  to  theirs,  if  we  each  believe  we  are 
right.  On  this  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  rest  the  fundamental  principles  of  Amer- 
ican government.  1  therefore,  Mr.  President,  with 
great  cheerfulness  favor  these  resolutions,  and,  in 
company  with  the  most  ardent  admirer,  with  the 
closest  follower  of  Charles  Sumner,  I  sball  take 
pride  in  dropping  a  tear  upon  his  grave  and  in  re- 
cording my  vote  to  perpetuate  a  proper  tribute 
to  his  memory.  I  cannot,  Mr.  President,  sit  down 
without  calling  attention  to  the  recent  visit  of  a 
delegation  from  the  City  Council  to  Washington. 
Among  the  most  pl-asant  duties  of  that  commit- 
tee—for it  was  a  duty  as  well  as  a  pleasure— was 
a  call  of  the  entire  delegation  upon  Senator 
Sumner,  and  we  cannot  but  all  remember  the 
great  pleasure  it  seemed  to  give  him  to  have 
a  delegation  from  the  city  of  Boston,— his  na- 
tive city, — visit  him  :  and  with  what  eager- 
ness he  proceeded  to  bring  forth  his  treasures ; 
how  he  called  our  attention  to  the  Bible  which 
John  Bunyan  had  in  prison ;  how  he  brought  forth 
his  collection  of  autographs  of  eminent  men, 
among  which,  most  prized,  was  that  of  John 
Milton  ;  and  how  untiring  he  was  in  testifying 
his  appreciation  of  the  pleasure  derived  from 
our  visit.  I  remember  that  as  I  called  atten- 
tion to  the  copy  of  the  reports  that  he  pre- 
sented, with  his  own  autograph,  to  Judge  Story, 
which  is  now  on  my  own  table ,his  mind  seemed  to  go 
back  to  the  past  time,  a  look  of  sadness  came  over 
his  face,  and  I  could  see  that  he  was  buried  in 
revery  as  he  was  contemplating  his  pa-t  life, when 
he  was  enthusiastically  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  here.  There  is  another  circum- 
stance, Mr.  President.  When  speaking  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  post  office,  and  of  some  one  of 
the  congressional  delegation  from  Massachusetts 
who  he  thought  was  a  little  inclined  to  hesitate,  he 
said,  "I  do  not;  I  am  for  Boston  first,  and  for  the 
appropriation  bill  afterwards."  He  was  eminently 
a  son  of  Boston,  Mr.  President;  and  as  he  went 
for  Boston  first,  so  we  will  go  for  Charles  Sumner 
now  and  last. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14— Mr.  President,  I  can 
add  but  little  in  support  of  the  resolutions  Which 
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have  been  offered  to  what  has  already  been 
said  by  the  member  from  Ward  12.  I  most 
cheerfully  corroborate  his  statement  of  the  in- 
interview  and  the  genial  entertainment  that 
Charles  Sumner  gave  us  when  we  were 
in  Washington  at  the  time  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred. In  my  own  case— and  I  presume  in  that 
of  other  members  of  the  delegation — my  precon- 
ceived opinion  of  Mr.  Sumner  was  somewhat 
modified.  While  we  all  had  admitted  the  remark- 
able attainments  of  Senator  Sumner,  and  his  un- 
swerving devotion  to  the  freedom  of  all  classes, 
there  has  sometimes  been  an  idea  that  he  was  dic- 
tatorial in  his  manners,  that,  possibly,  his  dispo- 
sition might  be  a  little  arrogant.  That  was 
the  feeling  I  had  to  some  extent.  I  had 
learned  to  admire  him  afar  off.  But  cer- 
tainly no  manner  could  have  been  more  cordial 
than  that  extended  to  us;  no  greater  warmth  of 
welcome  could  have  been  shown  than  that  by  him 
to  us.  He  seemed  to  take  a  personal  interest  in 
our  visit  there,  and  I  wish  to  add  something  to  the 
allusion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
When  the  question  was  asked  whether  he  could 
support  the  Po: 
cially  as  his  voice  ] 
commencement  of  the  session  for  retrenchment- 
he  replied,  citing  an  Italian  maxim,  which  you  will 
pardon  me  for  net  repeating,  but  which  he  kindly 
translated  for  us,  to  this  effect,  that  "a  citizen  is  a 
Venetian  before  he  is  a  Christian"  ;  adding,  "I  am 
a  Bostonian  before  I  am  a  senator"  ;— leaving  the 
inference  that  we  could  rely  entirely  upon  him, 
first  and  always.  And,  during  the  banquet  given 
by  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  he  proposed  to  find 
out  how  the  delegation  in  Congress  stood  upon  the 
question,  so  anxious  was  he  to  see  how  the  inter- 
ests of  Boston  were  represented.  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  allude  to  the>e  incidents  to  convince 
us  all  of  the  fidelity  of  Charles  Sumner  to  his 
native  city ;  but  it  is  pleasant  to  be  reminded 
of  them,  to  have  them  to  recall  hereafter. 
And  I  might  also  add  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  all  of  us  who  then  saw  him, 
that  his  strength  was  unabated,  that  we  could 
hope  to  retain  his   valuable    services  in  the  same 

Position  in  the  country  and  State  for  many  years, 
remember  that  Mr.  Somerby,  who  was  there, 
thought  he  had  passed  the  critical  period  of  his 
life,  and  that  we  could  assume  that  ten  or  fifteen 
years  more  of  active  service  would  be  given  by 
him  to  his  country.  It  is  not  fitting  now  for  us  to 
enter  upon  an  analysis  of  the  character  of  the  dis- 
tinguished senator,  even  if  time  permitted.  He 
blended  in  a  rare  degree  an  exhaustive  scholar- 
ship with  profound  integrity.  It  is  true  that  in 
the  most  intense  partisan  strife,  whenever  his 
course  was  such  as  to  provoke  the  warmest  oppo- 
sition from  his  opponents,  his  character  for  spot- 
less purity  was  irever  attacked.  No  one  could  go 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  his  history — and  who  is  not? — and 
see  him  there,  constantly  in  his  seat,  constantly 
giving  all  his  attention,  so  far  as  possible,  to  the  du- 
ties of  his  office,  without  pronouncing  him  the  "no- 
blest Roman  of  them  all."  In  combined  scholarship 
and  character  he  had  no  equal,  nor  was  he 
second  in  that  distinguished  body.  In  my  opin- 
ion he  was  fortunate  in  his  death.  Rarely  has 
it  happened  to  any  public  man  who  has 
engaged,  as  he  was  engaged,  in  a  great  work 
for  the  elevation  of  mankind,  to  enter  into  the 
fruit  of  his  labors  as  he  did.  It  might  fairly  be 
claimed  that  his  life  had  been  rounded  when 
emancipation  was  secured  for  the  slave.  He  not 
only  lived  to  see  freedom  conferred  upon  the 
slave,  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  secure  for  them 
also  full  and  equal  recognition  in  every  respect 
before  the  law ;  and,  Mr.  President,  I  think  that  in 
his  death  his  influence  will  not  be  felt  less  than  if 
he  had  lived  to  carry  out  by  his  voice  and  pen  this 
same  great  work;  that  something  of  the  asperity 
which  was  felt  by  some  will  be  cast  aside,  and 
that,  though  dead,  he  will  yet  speak  in  that  great 
work.  As  the  great  Roman  oratcr,  after  he  had 
defended  the  republic  against  the  machinations 
of  Catiline,  said  that  he  "had  done  enough  to  se- 
cure his  own  renown,  but  the  only  question  wa* 
whether  be  had  done  enough  for  the  republic,"  so 
has  ('Italics  Sumner  done  enough  for  his  own  glory 
for  all  time  to  come.  No  man  has  ever  lived  in 
this  country  who  has  so  enshrined  himself  in  tha 
memories  of  an  entire  race  of  men,  who  has  mads 


himself  more  memorable  among  philanthropists 
and  lovers  of  the  human  race.  Never  can  tha 
immortal  words  of  Pericles,  in  his  eulogy  over 
the  graves  of  Athenian  soldiers,  that  "for  il- 
lustrious men  the  whole  earth  is  a  mausoleum," 
be  more  fitly  applied  than  to  him.  For  certainly 
his  acts,  his  aspirations,  his  philanthropy  and  his 
devotion  are  as  comprehensive  as  the  whole  world 
itself. 

Mr. Shaw  of  Ward  5  -Mr. President,  it  is  a  sad  and 
mournful  occasion,  this,  that  brings  us  together  to- 
day. The  nation  mourns.  Today  humanity  mourns 
the  world  over.  The  national  emblem  today  floats 
upon  the  breezes  of  universal  lamentation  from 
continent  to  continent  with  extraordinary  signifi- 
cance. The  electric  wires  are  freighted  with  sor- 
row, as  they  convey  the  sad  intelligence  of  our 
great  calamity  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
millions  of  people  are  bowed  down  in  grief.  God, 
in  his  infinite  wisdom,  has  blotted  out  the  brightest 
star  of  the  American  firmament.  In  the  fulness 
of  manhood,  after  the  accomplishment  of  the  no- 
ble purposes  to  which  he  had  devoted  a  lifetime, 
Charles  Sumner  has  gone  to  his  final  reward.  The 
rest  he  so  much  coveted  has  been  granted  him. 
His  wearied  body  has  returned  to  its  mother  earth 
—his  eoul  to  the  bosom  of  its  creator.  Jfequirscat 
in  pace.  But  he  has  left  behind  him  a  noble  herit- 
age. His  name  and  his  fame  are  the  undying  mem- 
orials which  humanity  will  cherish  through  all 
generations  to  come,  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 
Possessing  the  capacity  to  master,  and  mastering 
the  great  questions  of  the  day — but  above  all  and 
more  than  all,  honesty  of  purpose  and  unques- 
tioned spotless  integrity— persistent  and  unfalter- 
ing devotion  to  the  great  principles  of  freedom 
and  human  rights  which  characterized  and  under- 
lay all  his  actions,  his  name  had  become  endeared 
to  the  hearts  of  the  civilized  world,  unparalleled 
in  its  history,  and  mourning  and  sorrow  at  the 
sad  event  are  not  confined  to  this  continent  alone. 
When  stricken  down  and  felled  to  earth  by  the 
minions  of  slavery,  uncomplainingly  he  bore  upon 
his  person  the  effects  of  the  brutal  assault  which 
finally  brought  him  to  the  grave ;  but  within  his 
soul  faith,  and  hope,  and  confidence  in  the 
righteousness  of  the  cause  which  lie  had  espoused, 
sustained  him  through  long  years  of  bodily  suffer- 
ing. 

"His  was  the  better  fortitude  of  patience 
And  heroic  martyrdom." 
it  was  my  fortune  to  know  Mr.  Sumner  more 
intimately  than  at  any  other  time  during  the 
earlier  years  of  the  rebellion,  and,  while  holding 
official  relations  with  the  Government,  to  have  had 
much  of  his  advice  and  counsel ;  and  I  should  be 
doing  great  injustice  to  my  own  sense  of  duty  did 
I  not  add  a  few  words  of  gratitude  to  God  that  I 
have  enjoyed  iiis  confidence,  and  add  to  the  great 
volume  of  well-merited  praise  which  today  is  as- 
cending to  heaven.  Mr.  President,  it  is  needless 
for  me  to  say  that  the  resolutions  meet  in  my 
bosom  a  hearty  approval. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimouslv  passed  by  a 
rising  vote. 

The  order  appointing  Aldermen  Clark,  Stebbins, 
Cutter  and  Prescott  a  committee  to  arrange  for 
the  funeral  of  Charles  Sumner  was  read  twice  and 
passed — yeas  i;.'i,  nays  0— as  follows: 

Yeas  — Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Boardinan,  Brackett,  Drown,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker, 
Crowley,  Cudworth,  Cushman,  Daeey,  Davis, 
Day,      Dean,     Flatley,      Flynn,     Fuller,     Gold- 

thwait,  Gordon,  Harringl Hicks,  Hine,  Hunne- 

well,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Long, 
Loring,  Martin,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Shaw,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Weston,  Winston,  K.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wil- 
bur, Wilcutt,  Woods— «3. 

Nays-0. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Weston  of 
Ward  1,  Loring  of  Ward  12,  Cawley  of  Ward  2, 
Page  of  Ward  9  and  Kent  of  Ward"  21,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council  was  added  to  tha 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    1U,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Couneil  was  held  at  halt-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  0.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  V.  M  Cook,  First  Battalion  of  Cav- 
alry, S.  H.  Tarhell,  Benjamin  H.  Green  et  al., 
Phineas  A.  Stone  ft  al.  Severally  referred  in  con- 
currence. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  March  5.  (City  Doc. 
No.  30, 1874.)    Placed  on  file. 

Monthly  report  of  fires  and  alarms,  February, 
1X74,  from  the  Fire  Commissioners.  Placed  upon 
file. 

Bequest  of  Overseers  of  Poor  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  sio.ooo.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Request  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  an  addition- 
al appropriation  of  ,s::;r,,noo.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department. 

Request  from  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  ssono.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  referring-  to  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  the  communication  of  the  Directors  of 
Fast  Boston  ferries  on  the  subject  of  running  of 
tolls,  etc.    Accepted. 

Report '.leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Eben 
B.  Phillips  ct  or/.,  to  be  paid  for  the  delay  in  arrang- 
ing new  lines  of  streets  on  burnt  district.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  name  Town  Hall,  in  West  Roxbury, 
Curtis  Hall.    Passed. 

Order  for  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  to 
take  charge  of  the  Austin  farm,  lately  purchased 
for  the  purposes  of  a  home  for  the  poor.    Passed. 

Report,  and  order  authorizing  temporary  accom- 
modations to  be  provided  for  the  Union-street  and 
Rockland  primary  schools,  in  Brighton.  Read 
once. 

Report  and  order  to  fill  the  land  on  "anal  street, 
and  in  rear  of  Harvard  Cemetery,  Ward  22,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  a  1500.    Read  once. 

MASSACHUSETTS      CHARITABLE    MECHANIC     ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The  order  requesting  Committee  on  Streets 
to  confer  with  officers  of  Massachusetts  Charita- 
ble Mechanic  Association  in  relation  to  the  con- 
veyance of  the  land,  belonging  to  the  city,  south- 
erly of  Eliot  street,  including  the  lot  used  as  a  rear 
passageway  to  the  primary  s.-hoolhouse  on  Tenny- 
son street,  and  report  the  price  at  which  it  would 
he  advisable  for  the  city  to  dispose  of  said  land  as 
a  site  for  a  building  for  said  association,  came  up 
for  consideration  among  the  papers  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  make  in- 
quiry as  to  where  this  order  comes  from,  and  what 
is  contemplated  by  it.  If  1  understand  it  correctlv 
by  reading  the  orders  of  the  day,  it  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Streets  are  t nfer  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic 
As-ociation  in  relation  to  the  conveyance  of  this 
land  by  the  city  to  that  association.  Now,  sir,  it 
seems  to  me  that,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  if  the 
city  has  any  property  to  dispose  of  it  ought  to  be 
sold  in  a  public  manner.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  of  such  a  proposition  before  the  City 
Government.  I  scarcely  know  to  what  extent  it 
may  go,  and  should  be*  glad  to  hear  an  explana- 
tion of  what  it  may  be.  The  order  looks  to  me  as 
if  a  bargain  and  sa'le  are  contemplated.  I  should 
like  to  have  it  explained  by  some  member  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  only  know  that  the  city 
owns  about  25,000  feet  of  land  on  that  territory.  It 
has  been  customary  heretofore  to  sell  land  by  pub- 
lic auction,  so  that  any  persons  who  desire  to  pur- 
chase may  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  and  I  see 
no  reason  for  deviating  from  that  course  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  will  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  committee  is  to  report  a  price  at 
which  the  city  may  sell  the  land. 

Mr.  Flynn — And  1  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  order  rends  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  shall  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  Massa- 


chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  only. 
If  it  can  be  amended,  I  ki  ow  officers  of  other  as- 
sociations who  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  bid  for  it.  If  the  order  is  amended  so  that 
other  organizations  can  bid  on  it,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dean— I  find  in  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  Alderman 
Clark  makes  this  explanation.  [Mr.  Dean  read 
the  remarks  of  Alderman  Clark  on  introducing 
the  order  into  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday 
last.]  The  peculiarity  of  this  ease,  as  it  seems  :o 
me,  in  taking  it  from  the  ordinary  rule,  is  that 
the  committee  have  got  to  report  to  the  City 
Council,  and  the  order  does  not  give  the 
committee,  as  in  cases  they  have  discuss- 
ed heretofore,  any  authority  to  sell  at  pri- 
vate sale.  They  are  only  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  what  is  a  fair  price  for  the  land, 
and  then  the  Council  can  determine  what  is  best 
to  be  done.  If  the  price  should  be  considered  a 
fair  one,  and  we  wi-h  to  encourage  the  erection  of 
this  new  building,  and  think  it  will  be  best  to  let 
the  land  go  at  that  price,  we  can  do  so.  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  gentleman  who  lias  just  spoken, 
that  the  city  lands  generally  should  be  sold  by 
auction,  but  in  this  case  it  is  not  h  ft  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  committee,  for  they  are  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Everybody  in  this  Council 
knows  by  experience  what  these  reports  are. 
Take  an  illustration  of  this  vet y  matter.  Suppose 
it  is  reported  to  the  City  Government  that  the 
committee  and  the  association  have  agreed  upon  a 
valuation  and  upon  a  price  for  the  land;  suppose 
they  report  that  it  is  worth  SO  a  foot.  Nobody  is 
going  to  stand  up  in  his  place  and  oppose  it.  Tney 
will  all  say  the  committee  have  considered  it  and 
it  is  right.  I  do  not  believe  in  that  «'ay  of  doing  the 
city's  business.  I  had  occasion  to  state  to  the  Coun- 
cil last  year  that  if  the  city  has  property  to  seU,  it 
cannot  obtain  more  than  twenty-five  percent,  less 
than  the  market  price,  but  if  the  city  wishes  to 
buy,  it  must  pay  twenty-five  per  cent.'  more  than 
the  actual  valuation.  1  say  that  the  city's  busi- 
ness should  be  transacted  just  like  that  of  an  in- 
dividual's. If  this  property  is  for  sale,  let  it  be 
put  up  at  public  auction,  and  let  this  and  any 
other  association  or  individual  in  the  c  ity  of  Bos- 
ton come  in  and  bid  upon  it.  Is  not  that  the  proper 
way  to  do  business?  Is  there  any  argument 
against  it?  I  have  never  heard  of  any.  1  do  not 
believe  it  is  our  duty  or  right  to  come  here  and 
favor  any  particular  institution  or  individual. 
We  should  do  right  by  the  trust  that  is  confided  to 
us.  We  should  sell  the  city's  property  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  we  should  not  have  to  pay 
twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  actual  valua- 
tion, but  should  pay  a  fair  market  price.  I  hope 
no  arbitrary  valuation  will  be  placed  upon  this 
pi  opertv,  but  that  it  will  lie  put  up  at  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  only  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  committee  are  not 
to  be  permitted  to  sell  the  land  at  private  sale.  I 
agree  with  the  gcntleiu.ui  in  regard  to  the  general 
sale  of  land;  but  this  is  an  unusual  case," and  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  if  the  association  desires  to 
erect  a  costly  building,  and,  finding  that  the 
city  possesses  a  suitable  tract  of  land  for 
a  site,  they  simply  ask  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations for  the  purchase  of  it.  and  the 
committee  ask  that  they  shall  make  the  investiga- 
tion and  see  what  can  be  obtained,  and  they  shall 
report  to  the  Council  the  terms  upon  which  it  is 
desirable  to  sell, — then  we  can  take  such  action  as 
we  see  fit.  If  the  price  should  be  deemed  too  low, 
then  it  will  be  very  easy  for  the  gentleman  to  urge 
the  same  argument  thai  he  does  row.  Itmaybethat 
this  association  will  give  quite  as  much  at  private 
sale,  if  not  more,  than  they  would  at  public 
auction.     I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—  Would  the  gentleman  ob- 
ject to  amending  the  order  so  that  the  committee 
niav  negotiate  with  that  or  any  other  association? 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  ■'Massachusetts  Mechan- 
ic Charitable  Association"  the  words  "or  any 
other  associations  or  parties." 

Mr.  Daceyof  Ward  20 — Would  it  not  be  necessary 
for  the  committee  to  advertise  in  the  papers  and 
notify  other  parties  or  associations,  and  call  for 
bids  from  them? 

Mr,  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  cannot  answer  the  gen- 
tleman's" question,  except  that  my  amendment 
covers  about  all  that  the  gentleman  asks  for. 
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Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  only  wanted  to  know 
whether  it  is  not  customary  to  advertise,  that  par- 
ties may  call  upon  the  committee  and  state  upon 
what  terms  the  citv  will  sell  the  land.    . 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— If  the  gentleman  will  read 
the  order  he  will  see  that  it  requires  the  com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  order  will  pass 
as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  without 
alteration.  The  Massachusetts  CharitaUe  Me- 
chanic Association  find  their  present  accommo- 
dations limited,  and  they  also  find  that  there  is 
hardly  a  hall  in  the  city  capable  of -accommodat- 
ing their  exhibitions  "without  expensive  altera- 
tions. In  looking  around  they  have  found  thisplace, 
which  thev  think  will  accommodate  them  nicely. 
I  understand  that,  this  piece  of  land  is  hardly  fit  to 
be  cut  up  into  house  lots  or  for  ordinary  building 
purposes,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  a 
farcer  price  can  be  obtained  from  this  association 
than  if  the  land  were  put  up  at  public  auction. 
The  amount  of  land  accommodates  the  association 
very  comfortably  and  will  suit  them,  and  they 
would  no  doubt  give  a  larger  price  for  it  than  an 
ordinary  individual  would  at  public,  auction.  I 
trust  the  order  wUl  pa-  s  in  its  original  form,  that 
we  may  find  out  what  the  association  will  give  for 
this  land. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  adopted— 37 
for,  2  against— and  the  order  as  amended  was 
passed. 

THE  FIRE  AM  POLICE  BOAT 

The  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment to  confer  with  the  committees  of  the 
two  branches  on  Police  and  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers on  the  expediency  of  transferring  the  fire-boat 
William  M.  Flanders  to  Police  Department,  and  . 
constructing  another  and  better  boat  for  the  Fire 
Department,  was  considered  among  the  papers 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12  moved  to  amend  the 
order  by  adding  the  following: 

"Al-o,  the  expediency  of  contracting  with  the 
proprietors  of  tugboats  for  the  use  of  three 
steam  tugs,  to  be  fitted  with  steam  pumps,  that 
will  be  of  service  in  extinguishing  fires  and  re- 
moving vessels  endangered  by  fire,  and  the  expe- 
diency of  transferring  the  William  M.  Flanders  to 
the  Quarantine  and  the  Samuel  Little  to  the 
Police." 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  I  consider  H  simply  an  inquiry  as 
to  the  expediency  of  tin  matter  but  if  it  had  come 
up  for  final  disposition  I  should  oppose  it.  lam 
willing,  however,  to  have  all  the  light  we  can  upon 
the  subject,  but  1  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  going 
into  the  expense  of  anotherfire  boat.  Tlie  present 
one  has  done  good  service.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  merely  as  a  matter  of  inquiry. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed. 

ACCOMMODATION  OF  THE    DEPARTMENTS    IN  CITY 
HALL. 

The  report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  years  the 
building  30  Pemberton  square,  at  s-;:G0U  per  annum, 
for  city  offices,  came  up  for  concurrence  in  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  amend  that 
order  by  offering  as  a  substitute  substantially  the 
same  order  that  I  introduced  last  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hire,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  thev  may  deem  best  for  the  interest. 
of  the  citv,  the  two  upper  stories  known  as  Ndes 
Block,  on'School  street,  and  connect  said  building 
with  City  Hall  by  a  bridge. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  offer  this  order  as  a  substitute,  and 
as  there 'is  no  particular  hurry,  I  move  that  it  lie 
upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting,  that  the 
members  may  be  more  conversant  with  the  situa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  this  year  have  given  no  considera- 
tion to  the  subject  of  procuring  rooms  in  Giles's 
Block,  and  are  not  aware  that  any  could  be  ob- 
tained there,  or  the  price  that  would  be  asked. 
Still  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  consider  the  in- 
terest of  the  city,  and  if  the  matter  will  lie  over 
till  next  week  I  shall  try  and  gain  the  necessary 
information. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  to 
take  the  order  from  the  table,  and  gave  notice  that 
if  the  motion  prevailed  he  would  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
that  it  might  receive  due  consideration. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 


THE  SALARY    BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  salaries  of  city  officers 
for  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1874,  came  up  with 
the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  all  the  amendments  of  this  Council  to  orders 
numbered  2,  3,  5  and  6,  in  Salary  bill,  and  recom- 
mitment of  these  orders  to  Committee  on  Salaiies. 

The  President— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Council 
to  recede  and  concur? 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  Council  would 
recede  and  recommit  the  whole  matter  if  it  was 
deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  that  some  reason 
would  be  given  for  such  action.  Because  the 
other  brancu  had  non-concurred  was  no  reason 
why  the  Council  should  recede.  He  happened  to 
be  in  the  other  branch  and  heard  the  don  gs  of  the 
Common  Council  very  freely  talked  about.  He 
supposed  this  was  an  independent  branch,  called 
upon  to  act  in  concurrence.  This  seems  to  be 
boy's  play.  What  reason  can  be  given  for  going 
back  upon  the  former  action  of  the  Council  ?  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  hear  a  substantial  one  given. 
The  other  blanch  had  concurred  in  certain  amend- 
ments; but  because  they  have  non-concurred  in 
others  is  no  reason  for  the  Council  to  recede. 

In  reply  to  a  que  tion  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward 
6,  the  President  said  the  question  was  u\  on  reced- 
ing and  concur]  ii.g  in  n  committing  (lie  ordeis. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  called  attention  to  the  vote 
of  the  last  meetit  g  refusing  to  reconsider  the 
passage  of  the  entile  bill. 

The  President  —  So  far  as  this  branch  is  con- 
cerned the  orders  were  passed  and  the  recons  id- 
eration  refused.  To  make  the  orders  finally 
passed  i  equires  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
branch,  Until  both  branches  concur  no  final  ac- 
tion is  taken.  It  is  only  under  that  view  that  this 
motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  the  reason  for  recom- 
mittal was  that  it  would  expedite  matters;  some 
of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  may  have  changed 
their  minds. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  ."  saw  in  the  mot'on  to  recom- 
mit the  attempt  to  pass  the  order  to  rescind  all 
former  action,  which  was  part  and  parcel  of  the 
whole  thing.  The  question  needed  deliberation, 
not  expedition.  He  had  noticed  one  statement  in 
the  appro  ..riation  for  the  Fire  Department,  an  item 
of  s:  at;,o:.id  for  salaries  without  saying  what  any 
inaivs  salary  should  be.  He  proposed  at  the  ]  top- 
er time  to  ask  for  a  detaileel  statement  as  to  what 
this  appropriation  means,  and  what  aie  to  be  the 
salaries  cf  individuals.  It  maybe  all .  right,  but 
he  wanted  to  know  the  reasons. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  inquired  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  recede  in  order  to  recommit  the  report. 

The  Pie-ident — It  is  not.  The  order  to  re- 
commit having  come  from  the  Board  cf  Alder- 
man, a  motion  to  concur  would  be  in  order,  al- 
though it  would  not  have  been  in  order  to  move  to 
recommit  in  this  branch. 

Mr.  Dean  was  ready  to  vote  for  recommittal,  but 
not  to  recede  first.  Let  it  go  to  the  committee  be- 
fore receding. 

Mr.  West  cf  AVard  16  did  not  desire  to  press  the 
moiion  to  recede,  his  object  being  to  have  the 
whole  matter  reeommiited. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  favored  the  recommittal 
of  the  whole  subject.  The  Committee  on  Salaries 
find  that  they  have  done  injustice  to  some  and 
more  than  justice  to  others.  If  the  bill  is  reeom- 
miited they' will  equalize  the  salaries. 

Mr.  West  withdrew  the  motion  to  recede,  and 
the  orders  Nos.  2,  3,  5  and  6  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Salaries,  in  concurrence. 

The  order  to  rescind  all  foimer  action  on  the 
subject  and  recommit  the  whole  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee came  up  for  com  urreni  e. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  thought  as  orders  Nos.  2,  3, 
5  and  6  had  been  recommitted,' and  as  the  other 
orders  had  been  concurred  in,  there  was  no  rea- 
son for  rescinding.  He  moved  that  the  order  to 
rescind  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  there  were  some 
gentlemen  who  desired  to  make  all  the  salaries 
conform  to  the  general  rule,  and  the  only-  reason 
he  could  see  for  recommittal  was  that  the  com- 
mittee might  give  a  statement  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  he  would  make  no 
objection,  and  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0  thought  the  orders  hav- 
ing been  passed  by  both  branches  and  motions  to 
reconsider  having 'been  rejected  by  each  branch, 
those  orders  had  been  decided  definitely  and  were 
beyond  the  action  of  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  !>  agreed  with  that  view.  The 
only  way  is  to  refer  this  order  to  the  committee, 
which  would  not  he  rescinding  former  action. 
After  it  is  reported  back  the  Council  can  then  vote 
to  rescind  if  it  sees  fit.  He  moved  to  refer  the  or- 
der to  rescind  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  (I  inquired  if  such  a  reference 
would  give  the  committee  the  opportunity  to  go 
into  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  different 
officers,  to  decrease  them  or  increase  them  as  the 
committee  may  choose. 

The  President— This  older  for  rescinding  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  Council 
may  concur  or  non-concur  in  it.  Put  if  this  order 
is  not  passed  the  orders  in  the  report  which  have 
been  acted  upon  concurrently  by  both  branches 
still  stand  passed,  while  those  orders  in  which  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  non-concurred  in  are  not 
passed,  for  they  have  already  been  recommitted. 
This  order  rescinds  all  action  upon  the  subject  of 
salaries  and  sends  the  entire  matter  back  to  the 
committee,  leaving  it  where  it  was  in  the  first 
place. 

Mr.  Page  hoped  the  order  would  lie  passed,  that 
the  whole  matter  might  go  back  and  the  commit- 
tee take  up  each  case  separately.  He  thought 
that,  with  the  light,  received  from  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  the  committee  could  do  more  jus- 
tice to  the  different  departments  than  they  had 
already  done. 

The  President— The  reference  of  this  order  will 
leave  the  matter  where  it  is  now,  and  give  the 
committee  no  more  authority  than  they  already 
have. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  thought  the  way  to  avoid 
trouble,  and  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  was  to 
rescind. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  inquired  how  the  orders 
will  stand  without  revision. 

The  President— The  Board  of  Aldermen  non- 
concurred  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Common 
Council  in  orders  two,  three,  five  and  six,  and  we 
have  voted  to  recommit  those  orders  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Dean  then  understood  that  the  vote  to  re- 
commit left  the  others  not  to  be  revised.  The 
first  order  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  immediate  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  city;  the  seventh  fixes  that 
of  the  Inspector  of  Provisions.  He  could  see  no 
reason  for  rescinding  those  two  orders,  which  had 
been  concurred  in  b>  both  branches. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  li  thought  that  after  the  vote 
refusing  a  reconsideration  at  the  last  meeting,  the 
only  thing  for  the  Council  to  do  was  to  adhere  to 
its  former  action. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  s  t 'nought  the  explana- 
tion of  the  President  covered  the  whole  ground. 
He  wanted  to  start  anew,  and  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  change  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners.    If  he  sent  it  back  to  the  committee  he 


Commission  rs  had  been  recommitted.  The  mo- 
tion to  rescind  covers  only  two  orders,  which  have 
already  been  passed  in  concurrence,  and  all  the 
others'have  gone  to  the  comm  ttee. 

Mr.  Willcuit  of  Ward  17  desired  an  explanation. 
He  did  not  understand  that  all  the  sections  had 
been  non-concurred  in. 

The  President — An  order  comprises  all  the  sec- 
tions in  that  order,  and  an  amendment  to  a  sec- 
tion is  an  amendment  to  the  order,  which  is  not 
finally  dispo.-ed  of  until  th"  whole  is  perfected, 
and  one  section  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
order.  It  is  out  of  order  to  lay  a  section  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lfi  thought  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  should  have  a  chance  to  make  a  report 
that  the  Council  can  agree  upon.    . 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  the  gentleman's 
object  was  to  have  things  go  smoothly.  He  pro- 
posed to  go  right. 

Mr.  "West  replied  that  things  which  arc  right  go 
smoothly;  if  tliev  arc  wrong  they  go  roughly. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  asked  if  the  order 
could  be  passed  after  both  branches  had  refused  a 
reconsideration. 

The  President— Tin'  ("hair  would  not  feel  that  it 
was  courteous  to  declare  out  of  order  an  order 
which  comes  from  th  other  branch.  The  order 
has  passed  that  branch  and  is  sent  down  'to  us  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Braekett  of  Ward  10  thought  I  lie  orders  con- 
curred in  could  not  be  rescinded,  if  they  could 
be  did  not  see  why  they  could  cot  take  up  and  re- 


scind any  measure  passed  upon  at  any  time.  He 
thought  this  was  trying  to  evade  the  rule  requir- 
ing notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider.  This  attempt 
comes  too  late. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  in  order  to  test  the  ques- 
tion, moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  tht  table  was  lost— yeas  23, 
nays  35. 

Mr.  Flynn  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  recommit  the  whole  bill.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Mayor  has  not  signed  the  two  orders  concurred  in. 
He  moved  to  recommit  the  whole  bill. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order,  be- 
cause another  order  is  now  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C  said  that  he  did  not  see 
how  the  City  (iovernment  could  not  rescind  any 
order,  just  as  the  Legislature  can  repeal  a  law,  at 
the  same  session  at  which  it  is  passed.  Both 
branches  have  passed  the  orders,  and  refused  to 
reconsider  it,  and  now  a  new  measure  has  been  in- 
troduced to  rescind  them.  To  his  mind  the  only 
trouble  might  be  whether  the  officers  to  whom 
salaries  are  voted  in  this  order  may  not  have  a 
vested  right  to  the  salary  by  the  Mayor  having 
signed  the  orders,  in  which  caVe  the  salaries  could 
not  be  reduced.  But  if  both  branches,  bv  con- 
current vote,  rescind  their  former  action,  he  saw 
no  obstacle  in  the  way. 

The  President — Whether  or  not  amotion  to  re- 
scind in  this  branch  can  be  entertained,  the  Chair 
does  not  undertake  to  say  at  present.  But  here  is 
an  order  which  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  that  effect,  and  the  Chair  will  not  declare 
it  out  of  order,  even  if  it  would  have  been  out  of 
order  to  introduce  it  here.  The  effect  of  passing 
this  order,  will  be  to  rescind  those  orders  in  the 
bill  already  passed.  It  comes  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  is  in  order  on  that  account,  at  any 
rate. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  no  harm  could  be 
done  by  passing  the  order;  if  it  is  not  a  proper 
one,  the  Mayor  "will  veto  it,  and  if  it  is  proper  the 
committee  can  pass  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disagreement  in  the  sections  passed  concur- 
rently, and  thought  the  orders  right  as  they 
stand. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  rule  nineteen 
of  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council,  requiring 
notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  a  meeting,  lie  suspended. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  the  motion  was 
germain  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  President—  It  is  a  question  of  privilege.  A 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  i<  always  in  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  did  not  see  that  the  motion 
would  help  them  any.  He"  did  not  see  how  the 
question  of  courtesy  should  be  considered.  The 
only  way  to  deal  witli  the  question  is  to  hold  par- 
liamentary law  by  a  strict  hand.  If  the  Council 
were  not  prepared  to  act  he  hoped  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  would  prevail,  and  they  could 
have  a  week  to  investigate.  The  other  orders  are 
beyond  our  control,  for  they  have  already  been  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  Leach  of  AVard  10  thought  it  would  have 
been  improper  to  have  taken  up  any  single  section 
and  alter  it  after  final  concurrent  action. 

The  President— There  is  no  parliamentary  diffi- 
culty about  this  order  as  it  now  stands  before  the 
Council.  The  Council  may  pass  the  order  or  re- 
fuse to  pass  it.  The  Chair  rules  that  it  is  in  order 
as  coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  There  is 
no  parliamentary  difficulty  in  voting  it  up  or 
down. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  rule  would  not 
be  suspended  ;  it  was  too  much  like  whipping  the 
devil  round  the  stump. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  move  1  the  previous  ques- 
tion and  it  was  ordered,  and  the  President  stated 
the  question  to  be  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  called  attention  to  his 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  previous  question 
cut  off  all  subsidiary  motions. 

The  order  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 
by  a  rising  vote— 31  for,  24  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Braekeit  of  Ward  10  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  would  prevail ;  he  desired  to  have  the 
question  of  parliamentary  proceeding  in  the  case 
considered.    There  would  be  no  evil  results. 
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Mr.  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Lost— 9 
for.  43  against. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon 
the  table  was  carried— 34  for,  24  against— by  a  rising 
vote. 

CONSOLIDATION  OF    THE  WATER  BOARDS. 

The  report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  make 
such  changes  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  the 
organization  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water 
boards,  came  up  for  concurrence  among  the  pa- 
pers from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  com- 
mittee whether  this  is  an  entering  wedge  for  an 
other  commission.    If  it  is  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  —  This  is  simply  an  order 
asking  for  authority  to  consolidate  the  two  boards. 
It  may  be  done  hereafter  in  the  form  of  a  com- 
mission, and  it  may  not.  That  will  come  up  here- 
after. The  Mystic"  Water  Board  consists  of  five 
persons,  and  if  the  hoards  are  not  united  they  will 
hold  office  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  probabil- 
ities are  that  there  will  be  a  commission.  I  hope 
there  will  be,  but  that  is  to  be  discussed  hereafter. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  may  be  a  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  subject,  but  I  am  looking  for- 
ward, and  I  do  not  want  to  have  any  more  com- 
missions. If  the  order  is  to  authorize  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  estab- 
lish a  commission,  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  understand  that 
it  is  for  a  commission,  but  simply  for  authority  to 
consolidate  the  two  boards. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  order  authorizing  ten  thousand  square  feet 
of  land,  near  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  to  be  grant- 
ed for  use  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway  station, 
on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said  order,  was  consid- 
ered. The  question  was  on  giving  it  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  know  but 
that  this  order  may  be  all  right  and  proper,  but, 
as  I  understand  it,  we  will  grant  the  free  use  of 
ten  thousand  feet  of  land  for  a  railroad  station. 
I  cannot  understand  the  object  of  it.  Railroads 
generally  build  their  own  stations,  and  I  never 
knew  the  city  to  grant  land  for  such  purposes. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  within  the  duties  of  the 
City  Government.  I  am  told  that  the  land  they 
ask  is  the  only  piece  graded  in  that  vicinity.  I 
shouldlike  anexplanaiion. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19— When  this  matter 
was  first  submitted  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
I  little  thought  I  should  be  on  this  floor  to  support 
thepetition  which  was  sent  to  that  board  two  years 
ago.  The  oidy  piece  of  land  there  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  put  a  station  upon  belongs  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  Tile  railroad  passes  below  grade, 
and  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  land  is  such  that 
this  point  is  the  only  one  upon  which  the  station 
can  be  placed.  The  city  owns  the  adjacent  land, 
and  has  no  use  for  it.  The  citizens  must  erect  the 
building  themselves,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
New  York  &  Xew  England  Railroad,  which  is  the 
old  Boston,  Hartford  rx  Erie,  is  a  bankrupt  corpor- 
ation, having  no  right  to  take  land,  and  they  have 
no  room  to  put  a  station  there  upon  their  own 
land.  The  city  will  confer  a  favor  upon  itself  by 
allowing  the  station  to  be  put  there  ;  they  get  a 
depot  for  nothing,  and  a  switch  v.he  whole 'length 
of  the  section,  it  is  true  that  we  in  that  section 
are  to  be  benefited.  We  are  readv  to  purchase  the 
land  at  any  price  at  which  the  city  may  sell  it; 
hut  we  cannot  get  it  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15-1  will  say  that  last 
year  the  petition  came  to  the  Water  Board  and 
was  refer  red  to  the  proper  committee,  but  there 
was  an  objectionable  clause  in  the  petition  and 
the  petitioners  were  given  leave  to  withdraw.  This 
being  a  new  petition,  the  connnittee  proposed  to 
go  out  there,  but  this  order  came  in  here  before 
they  had  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Want  1  -The  order  simply  requests 
the  Water  Board  to  do  this  thing.  If  they  see  fit 
to  do  it,  they  can;  and  if  not,  thev  have  the  right 
to  refuse.  They  may  allow  the  citizens  to  place 
the  depot  there  with  tic  privilege  of  buying  the 
land  if  the  city  is  willii  g  to  sell  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  very  reasonable 
request.  Everybody  knows  there  is  nothing  but  a 
miserable  box  there,  and  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  travel.  It  is  well  to  have  a  depot  there  to  ac- 
commodate the  public,  and  draw  parties  there  to 
build  and  purchase  houses. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Orders  to  allow  $450  per  annum  for  the  rent  of 
headquarters    of  First    Battalion    of  Infantry  in 


Boylston  Hall,  and  to  discontinue  allowance  for 
rent  of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A, 
First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to 
allow  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  oc- 
cupied by  said  company  in  Concord  Hall,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business,  and  were  severally  laid 
upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9, 
who  stated  that  other  reports  of  a  similar  nature 
were  to  come  in,  and  it  was  desirable  to  act  upon 
all  together. 

INSPECTORS  OF  BALLAST  ELECTED. 

The  report  nominating  Weighers  and  Inspec- 
tors of  Ballast  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  and 
the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election.  Messrs. 
Flatley  of  Ward  4,  Long  of  Ward  22  and  Whiston, 
of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

Edward  Hatch  had 56 

John  Kenney 56 

George  Faulkner 55 

Abiiah  B.  Tewksbury 54 

E.B.Rankin 2 

The  first  four  named  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  F. 
Blackinton  et  a!.,  representing  that  the  rapidly 
developing  part  of  East  Boston,  known  as  the 
Fourth  Section,  is  almost  destitute  of  public 
squares  or  parks,  and  suggesting  that  the  land 
now  nearly  unoccupied,  bounded  by  Prescott, 
Saratoga  and  Bennington  streets,  and  lying  be- 
tween the  Breseott  grammar  and  primary  school- 
houses  be  secured  by  the  city  for  this  purpose. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Remonstrance  of 
George  B.  Davis  et  al.,  owners  of  property  on 
Greenwich  park,  against  the  acceptance  of  any 
streets  on  the  Hack  Bay,  west  of  the  Providence 
Railroad,  which  do  not  run  in  continuation  of  the 
streets  on  the  east  side  of  said  railroad.  Referred 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Shawmut  avenue,  between 
Vernon  and  Washington  streets,  to  be  used  as  a 
car  house,  150  feet  in  length  by  70  in  width,  one 
story  in  height. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Jonathan 
Stone,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  the 
corner  of  Bunker-Hill  and  Edgeworth  streets. 

SeveraUy  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8— Petitions  of  Com- 
pany I,  Fit  si  Ueginient.  M.  V.  M.,  for  new  armory, 
and  of  Company  H,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
for  appropriation  for  gun  rack,  etc.,  for  new 
armory,  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Armories. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— Petitions  of  Ivory  Lit- 
tlefield,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  47 
and  49  Elm  street,  Ward  21,  and  of  Abel  Harring- 
ton,for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  19.  Severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Martin 
Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  for  one  year  from 
April  1, 1874,  in  which  to  build  on  land  in  East 
Fourth  street,  purchased  in  1870  from  the  city. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  f ollowing : 
The  joint  special  committee  of  the  City  Council 
to  whom  was  referred  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  of  the  money  which  will  be  needed 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  vear  1874- 
75,  and  pay  the  State  tax  tor  1X74,  being  City  Doc- 
ument No.  29,  would  respectfully  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  same,  and 
recommend  the  following  additions  to  the  several 
estimates  of  appropriations  presented  by  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts,  neaily  all  based  upon  commu- 
nications received  from  the  Committees  on  Public 
Institutions  and  Public  Instruction.  The  altera- 
tions made  by  your  committee  are  as  follows : 

Add  for  new  laundry,  Deer  Island $15,000  00 

For  new  s.-hni. Items.-  and  site,  Wiuthrop 

District ,  C-haiiestnwn 125,000  00 

For  additional  land  tor   (tvainiuar  Sellout- 
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house,  Ccnlro  street .r,,niili  oil 

For  Primal  v  Sehoolhouso  .site,  City  Point, 

South  Boston 15,000  00 

To  the  ainoiuil  1'orsito  for  Primary  School- 
house,  Cottage  place 6,000  00 

$100,000  00 

"With  the  addition  of  the  amount  of  $160,000,  as 

stated  on  page  3,  to  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor, 

the   total   amount   of    estimated   appropriations 

stands 

$14,4ir.,-_<i;-i  no 
Deduct  estimated  income 2,728,850  (JO 

$11,686,413  00 
To  which   add   liner  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  the   financial 
year 350,592  00 

We  have  the  total  amount  to  be  raised 
bytaxation $12,037,005  00 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders;  one  making  the 
appropriations  for  1he  financial  year  and  the 
other  levyii .g  a  tax  for  the  year  1*74,  to  cover  the 
expenditures  of  the  financial  year  1874-75,  less 
the  income  to  be  received  during  the  year,  the 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  document  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  before  alluded  to. 
For  the  committee, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 
An  order  relating  to   the  Specific  Appropriations 

for  the  Financial  Year  1874-75. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Sulfolk,  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1874,  ami  end  wiih  the  lu-t  day  of  April,  18i5,  and 
pay  the  State  tax  of  1874,  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  respectively 
appropriated  for  the  objects  and  purposes  as  ex- 
plained in  the  Auditor  of  Accounts'  Estimates 
(City  Document  No.  20,  1874),  and  in  the  applica- 
tions of  the  various  committees  and  boards  con- 
tained and  printed  in  said  document  and  in  the  ap- 
pendix accompanying  Jiis  document,  No.  32. 

Andit  is  further  ordered,  That  no  money  shall 
be  expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred  for  any 
object  or  purpose,  for  which  a  specific  appropria- 
tion is  herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is 
so  specifically  appropriated;  provided,  however, 
that  any  sums  of  nioeey  which  may  be  subscribed 
or  contributed  by  individuals  to  promote  the  ob- 
jects of  any  of  the  fallowing  appropriations,  and 
which  form  no  part  of  the  estimated  income  of 
the  city,  shall  be  strictly  applied,  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  contributors,  and  shall  be 
credited  to  such  appropriations  accordingly;  that 
is  to  sav— 

Addidon  to  the  City  Ho  pital,  $100,000;  Adver- 
tising, stiOOO;  Annuities,  $012;  Armories,  $2.0,000; 
Assessors'  Department,  $101,720;  Hoard  of  Health, 
$102,700;  Boston  Harbor,  $10,000;  Blidges,  .-52,001); 
Cedar-Grove  Ceiucfcrv,  $3!>oi;  Charles-River 
and  Warren  Bridges,  $15,102;  Chestnut-Hill 
Driveway,  $18,500;  Cily  Hospital,  $1-0.000; 
City  Registrar's  Department,  $12,400;  Common, 
Public  Squares,  etc,  $110,700;  Completion  of 
Buildings,  $113,000;  (  onlingent  Funds—  For  Joint 
Committees  of  the  City  Council  $4000,  tor  the 
Mayor  $1500,  Board  of 'Aldermen  $1000,  for  the 
Common  Council  $3000,  total  $10,000;  East 
Boston  Ferries,  $270,000;  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, $30,881;  Fire  Department,  etc.,  $751,- 
8)2;  Health  Department,  $14>,G07;  Improvement 
of  Buildings,  $4o,ooo;  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, $',.2,000;  Interest  and  Premium,  $2,055,000; 
Incidental  Lxpenses,  $87,000  ;  Lamps,  $45o,r.OO; 
Markets,  sil.lll.,;  Alt,  Hope  Cemetei  y,  $17,500;  New 
Engine  Houses,  $130,000;  New  School  Building-', 
$3i>(),000;  Overseers  of  the  Boor,  $101,825;  Old 
Claims,  $1,000;  Paving,  Grading  and  Repairs  of 
Streets,  $l,:;oo,000;  Police,  Sso.o.ooo;  Printing  and 
Statiouerv,  $38,000;  Public  Baths,  $40,000;  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  $107,000;  Public  Institutions, 
$480,000;  Public  Bands,  $0000;  Public  Library, 
$130,000;  Quarantine  Department,  $20,000;  Reg- 
istration of  Voters  and  Election  Expenses, 
$20,000;  Reserved  Fund,  $300,000;  Salaries, 
$101,000;  Schools  and  Sehoolhouses,  $1,713,100; 
Schoolhoti-e  Sites,  $li;2,O00;  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  $7400;  Sewers,  $300,000;  Sinkiug- 
Fund  Comnrssioners,  $2800;  State  Tax,  $802,120; 
Surveyors  Department,  $..'.1,000 ;  Water  Works, 
$787,0110;  Water  Works,  interest  and  premium, 
$711,000;  West  Boston  and  Craigie's  Bridges, 
$20,000;  Widening  and  Extending  Streets,  $300,- 
000;  County  of  Sulloik,  $3.00,000. 

Say  fourteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 


Statement  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  pre- 
ceding order,  viz $14,415,263  00 

Deduct  amount  of  estimated  income,  as 
stated  on  pa-,c  11.1,  City  Document,  JNo.  29, 
1874 2,728,850  00 

Wc  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  bytaxa- 
tion, viz 911,686,413  00 

To  raise  this  amount  of  $11,686,413  will,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
require  it  cross  tax  of $12,037,005  00 

From  which,  deducting  the  amount  which 
will  not  be  paid  into  the  treasury  within 
the  financial  year,  say 350,592  00 

We  have  the  balance  required,  as  provided 
011  page  15 $11,686,413  00 


All  Order  laying  a  Specific  Tax  to  defray  the  Ex- 
penses of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County  cf 
Suffolk  for  the  Financial  Year  1874-75;  also,  to 
pay  the  State  Tax. 

Ordered,  'that  the  sum  of  twelve  million  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  and  five  dollars  be  raised 
on  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  pay  the  current  expenses  o'f  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  county  if  Suffolk  during 
the  financial  year,  whit  h  will  "commence  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1874,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of 
April,  1875;  also,  the  tax  assessed  by  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874. 
'I  he  ordeis  were  severally  read  once. 

ELECTION  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  superintend- 
ents of  bridges,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following-name  I  persons  as 
superintendents  of  the  bridges  mentioned: 

Federal-street  Bridge — Jacob  Nonis. 

Dover-street  tiridge— Angus  Nelson. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge — Edward  T.  Stowers. 

Meridian-street  B.idge— Reuben  B.  Wendell. 

Granite  Bridge— Albert  O.  Hawes. 

Neponset  Fridge — John  Glavin. 

Broadway  Bridge— John  C.  Poole. 

Mt.  Washington  avenue  Bridge— George  H. 
Davis. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  requiring  the  nomina- 
tions to  lie  over  was  suspended,  and  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election. 

Mr.  I  lynn  of  Ward  7—1  see  the  name  of  E.  B. 
Rankin   is   on   one  of  the   ballots  circulated  as   a 


get  the  position,  but  lie  says  he  has  a  better  thing 
and  wants  his  name  withdrawn. 

'Ihe  President  appointed  Jle-srs.  Martin  of  Ward 
7,  Wrillcutt  of  Ward  17,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6  a 
.committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 


Superintendent  Federal-street  Bridge  —  Jacob 
Norris,  .00;  ¥.  M.  Hughes,  1. 

Superintendent  Dover-street  Bridge  —  Angus 
Nelson,  33;  Francis  M.  Hughes,  22. 

Superintendent  Chelsea-street  Bridge— Edward 
T.  Stowers,  54;  E.  B.  Rankin,  1. 

Superintendent  Granite  Bridge— Albert  O. 
Hawes,  20;  E.  B.  Rankin,  26. 

Superintendent  Neponset  Bridge— John  Glavin, 
55;  E.  B.  Rankin  1. 

Superintendent  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
Poole,  56. 

Superintendent  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 
—George  H.  Davis,  54;  D.  J.  Holland,  1. 

Superintendent  Meridian-street  Bridge— Rueben 
B.  Wendell,  56. 

And  the  gentleman  having  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  were  severally  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

THE  BURRILL  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Burrill  that  his  claim  to  be  compensated 
for  services  in  pioeuring  credits  upon  the  quota 
of  the  city  in  1804,  may  be  r<  ferred  to  three  disin- 
terested persons  to  be'appointed  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  The  committee  report  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  no  authoiity  to  bind  the  city  to  pay  the 
award  of  arbitrators  on  said  claim,  and  thty  re- 
commend that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 
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ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  a  report  on  petitions  of  Com- 
pany D,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  aimory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  1',  First  Battalion 
of  Infantiy,  M.  V.  M.,  at  Minot  Hall,  corner  of 
Springlield  and  Washington  street-',  be  discon- 
tinued from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1874;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armoiy 
now  occupied  by  said  company  at  the  corner  of 
Howard  and  Washington  streets,  beginning;  on  the 
first  day  of  March.  A.  J).,  1874,  and  continuing  un- 
til otherwise  ordered ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Aimories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  Sr.no.  in 
furnishing  the  aimory  of  Company  D,  First  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M~  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  'Washington  streets;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

THE  CITY  SOLICITOR'S  REPORTS. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  accepting  the  report  of  the.  Com- 


mittee on  Ordinances,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  dis 
pense  with  the  see  i-annual  report  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. I  wish  to  have  the  report  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  the  Committee 
on  Printing  have  some  suggestions  to  make  which 
were  not  entertained  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  the  report  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
probable  expense  of  extending  Columbus  avenue 
at  its  southerly  end  to  Tremont  street,  upon  a  line 
indicated  upon  a  plan  in  the  fit  v  Surveyor's  office; 
also,  the  expense  of  extending  the  same  in  a  more 
westerly  direction  from  its  present  southerly  ter- 
minus to  such  point  of  Parker  street  as  said  board 
shall  deem  most  expedient. 

On  mot" on  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  !1.  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  .loint  Committee  on  Streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CBTY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH     10,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen  was  held  at  nine  o'clock  A.  W.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

petitions  presented  and  reffrred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Martha  and  Car- 
oline A.  Sunnier,  to  lie  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cottage  Street  I  Ward  16). 

Augustus  Stevens,  Sniit.li  &  Walker  and  Ara.tus 
K.  I'rattand  Benjamin  .(ones,  for  leave  to  sprinkle 


rhe  report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  yeais  the 

lilding   No.  30   J'einbertoii   Square,  at   $3600  per 


The  Hoard  concurred. 
guesting  the  Committee  on    Fire 
[■outer  willi  ilie  committees  of    the 
l   Police  and    Fire   Commissioners 


crecCoii  of  .-table  by  William  Bennett  &  Co.,  392 
Commercial  street. 

.lames  F.  dill,  to  occupy  an  iron  stable  for  sixty 
horses  on  Atlantic  avenue,  near  the  market  stand. 

Abel  Ha  ri  ingtoii ,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
fifteen  additional  horses  on  corner  of  Washington 
and  Market,  streets.  Ward  19. 

T.  R.  Kelwin,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  church  street,  250  feet  from  Brooks 
street. 

Lewis  F.  Seavy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
twenty  horses  on  Paris  street,  between  Marion 
and  Brooks  streets. 

HemyT.  Bowers  et  at.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  on  Vinton  street. 

M.  Dim  an  &  Co.,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Howard  avenue. 

John  Christie,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  702  Fifth  street. 

David  McHowell,  remonstrance  against  erection 
ol'  a  stable  a'  11  Milford  street. 


tin 


Tnthi Ccihiiiillic  (in  Surrey  unit  Insjiertion  of 
Buildings.  Henrv  Walcott,  to  eiect  wooden 
building  on  Fourth  street,  corner  of  D  street,  be- 
yond the  legal  dimensions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 

Board.    Oils  Dewey,   trustee,   to  be  paid  for  land 

taken  from  the  Alger  estate  on   Dorchester  street. 

near  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  in  1869. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  the  following-named  patties  for 
grade  dan  ages  in  1  lighten,  :  John  Leonard,  Wash- 
ington stn  et,  SaO:):  ('limit's  Dana,  Washington 
street,  $400;  Edmund  Rice,  Lincoln  street,  #200; 
Stephen  Brooks,  Chestnut-Hill  avenue,  $220  35; 
Samuel  Beck,  Cambridge  street,  $4353;  Richard 
Moilev,  Markei  street,  $:;:;7f>(>.  Samuel  R.  Per- 
kins, M.v.ktt  street,  s71",i;o;  Butchers'  Slaught- 
er!! g  and  Melting  Association,  Market  street, 
.1*670.      Severally  passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  Atlantic,  avenue  to  a 
part  of  Broad  street.    Passed. 

Order    to   pay    Eliza.    A.    Parkinan   and    others 
$4452  -'it  for  Fianklin-street  damages.    Passed. 
PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Highland  Street  Railway,  Company 
(.Secondliilantry.  Martin  Hayes,  Jonathan  Stone. 
Ivory  Lfttlelield'.  Abel  Harrington,  George  B. 
Davis  rt  a/.,  J.  F.  Blackinton  et  ah.  Company  H. 
Ninth  Infantry,  severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  Street  Commi.-sioners  to  report  the 
estimated  cost  of  extending  Columbus  avenue  in  a 
south  'ily  or  southwesterly  direction.  Referred  to 
Joint  Coininitti n  Streets. 


Accept 'd. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring semi-annual  reports,  from  City  Solicitor, 
came  up  recommitted.     The  Hoard  concurred. 


proposed  transfer  of  the  ( iiiai  a:it  inc  Boat  "Samu- 
el Little"  to  the  Police  Department.  Laid  upon 
the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter. 


ii  it-i  \i 


RESERVOIR. 


I. :>h 


near  Chestnut-Hill  U  -el  voir,  to  begr 
as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway  station,  on  the 
terms  set  forth  in  said  ore  lev.  w  h'ich  was  passed  hv 
the  Common  Council,  came  up  for  concurrence. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  by  the  terms  of 
that  ordei  that  the  city  is  going  to  get  anything 
for  this  land.  I  do  not  know  what  inducements 
or  arguments  there  may  be  in  favor  of  this 
thing,  but  the  principle  is'  decidedly  wrong.     I  do 

to  a  railroad  corporation,  unices  something'  is  to 
he  paid  for  it.  If  we  do  it  in  this  case  we  will 
have  to  do  it  in  others.  If  the  citizens  want  this 
land  let  them  pay  for  it.  We  should  at  least  get 
some  income  for  it.  The  city  should  put  a  price 
upon  it,  if  it  is  only  a  dollar  a  year.  I  shall  object 
to  the  passage  of  that  order  until  some  condition 
of  that  kind  is  put  into  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  this  order  is 
right,  and  should  i-e  passed  1  y  this  board.  This 
land  is  located  on  the  ronton.  Hartford  &  Erie,  or 
whao  is  now  the  New  York  iV  New  England  Rail- 
way, near  the  reservoir.  It  is  at  the  corner  of 
thirty  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  can  be  of  no  possible  use  to  t.he'eity.  The 
proprietors  of  estates  in  the  vicinity  are  desirous 
of  having  a  depot  there.  There  was  a  depot  there, 
formerly,  but  it  has  been  smashed  to  pieces,  and 
now  it  is  proposed  for  the  city  to  furnish  the  land 

for  another  one.  We  have  spent  Sir.o. i  in  building. 

and  are  now  spending  nearly  sls.oaa  a.  year  to  keep 
the  driveway  around  the  roscrv  oir  in  order.  That 
money  was  spent  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  and  this  site  is  on  the  corner  of  that  land. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  public  parks,  and  if  we 
want  the  citizens  of  Boston  to  go  to  them,  we 
ought  to  give  them  the  privlcge  of  stopping  upon 
land  of  the  city.  We  have  already  passed  'an  or- 
der looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  park, 
and  that  site  is  the  finest  we  can  have  in  the  city 
for  such  a  park.  It  is  peifectly  right  that  the-  city 
should  give  the  ue  of  this  land.  A  good  depo't 
will  be  put  there  which  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
locality,  and  a  great  advantage  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  We  have  laid  out  $2,900,000  for  a 
reservoir  and  $100,000  for  a  driveway,  and 
are  spending  from  $15,000  to  .«20,oim  annually  to 
keep  it  in  order.  And  what  is  it.  for'.'  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  water,  or  for  the  citizens  of  Boston?  I 
say  we  are  spending  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Bo ■  ton.  We  have  but  one  thing  to  give 
th'  m,  and  that  is  tliD  depot,  that  the  citizens  may 
have  a  place  at  which  to  stop  when  thev  go  there. 
I  hope  this  Board  will  give  this  hind— it  is  not 
giving  the  land,  but  allowing  the  neighbors  to  use 
it,  and  put  a  depot  there  as  part  of  the  rent  for 
the  use  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  It  is  a.  fair  way 
to  do  business,  and  the  citizens  there  should  not 
be  treated  illiberally. 

Alderman  Deters— There  is  one  thing  which  the 
committee  who  visited  this  vicinity  do  not  under- 
stand. I  see  the  citizens  have  the  right  to  take 
the  land  at  the  same  average  price  for  which  the 
adjoining  lands  may  be  sold.  This  land  is  in  a 
corner,  with  the  railroad  on  one  side  and  a  wide 
street  on  the  other.  If  sold  separately  this  land 
would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  any  other 
part. 
Alderman  Cutter — I  would  inquire  if  the   Alder- 
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man  from  the  Highland  District  has  visited  this 
locality 

Alderman  Worthington— Many  times.  I  know 
everv  inch  of  the  land.  I  have  heen  out  there 
many  more  times  than  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
has.  Money  has  been  spent  there  like  water.  I 
do  not  like  the  clause  in  the  order  referred  to,  and 
I  do  not  believe  in  putting  in  any  such  restrictions 
upon  the  city  in  the  lease. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  is  an  improper  order. 
The  Water  Board  has  supreme  control  over  that 
land,  for  this  Board  has  delegated  it  to  them.  It 
is  for  them  to  say  whether  this  land  shall  be  en- 
croached upon.  "  This  matter  has  been  before  the 
Water  Board  for  the  last  two  years,  and  they  have 
looked  into  it.  If  this  Board  desire,  to  allow  that 
land  to  be  used  so  as  to  depreciate  the  property 
there,  the  Water  Board  will  not  resist  it.  As  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  has  said.it  is  the  best 
part  of  the  land,  and  to  dispose  of  it 
in  this  way  will  deprive  us  of  the  chance 
to  sell  the  remainder  advantageously.  The 
Water  Board  find  that  it  will  not  be 
judicious  to  allow  this  land  to  be  encroached  upon 
in  this  manner.  If  we  buy  any  land  we  have  to 
pay  a  high  price  for  it,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the 
citizens  there  should  not  pay  a  fair  consideration 
as  well  as  the  city  cf  Boston.  They  are  abun- 
dantly able  to  do  so.  As  the  gentleman  says,  we 
have  spent  money  there,  and  it  has  enhanced  the 
value  of  these  places  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
owners  of  property  can  afford  to  pay  for  this  land. 
In  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  driveway  around 
Chestnut-Hill  Ke-ervoir,  T  am  glad  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  District  has  alluded  to  it.  It 
reminds  me  of  the  expense  of  laying  out  a  park 
and  keeping  it  in  order,  and  I  hope  he  will  think 
of  that  before  he  votes  for  a  park.  I  think  this 
Board  should  visit  the  locality,  look  at  the  land 
and  see  what  an-  injury  the  city  will  receive  by- 
passing this  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  it  must  be  apparent 
to  this  Board  that  the  principle  involved  in  this 
transaction  is  all  wrong.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  alludes  to  the  expenditure  on  the  reser- 
voir and  the  driveway;  he  must  know  that  we 
expect  to  get  that  back  in  the  income  from  water 
rates.  But  what  has  that  got  to  do  with  the  city 
of  Boston  furnishing  people  with  facilities  for 
going  there?  We  might  as  well  furnish  a  rail- 
road as  give  the  land  for  a  depot.  It  is  public 
property  and  cannot  be  appropriated  for  private 
uses.  As  I  said  before,  the  principle  is  wrong; 
whether  we  have  the  right  to  give  it  or  not,  theie  is 
no  reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  lease  this 
land  to  anybody  for  nothing.  We  might  just  as 
well  build  a  railroad  there  as  give  the  land  for  the 
depot.  This  matter  has  been  before  the  City 
Council  a  long  time,  and  I  doubt  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment has  ever  done  any  such  thing.  The  citi- 
zens should  pay  for  the  land ;  the  city  has  had  to 
Say  dearly  for  all  the  land  it  has  bought  there. 
E  it  is  not  proper  for  the  city  to  sell  the  land,  we 
can  lease  it.  and  until  some  price  is  fixed  I  shall 
object  to  the  order. 

Alderman  Hall — As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
says,  there  are  some  doubts  whether  we  have  the 
right  to  lease  this  land,  and  as  this  Board  is  not 
conversant  with  the  facts,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  time  to  see  whether  the  proposed  action  i's 
proper  or  not.  I  move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  report  nominating  superintendents  for  ths 
several  bridges  and  certificates  of  election  of  said 
superintendents,  by  the  Common  Council,  were 
considered. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  and  Aldermen  Power  and  Bige- 
low  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  choice 7 


Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge— Francis 
M.  Hughes,  1;  Angus  Nelson,  11. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge— Ed- 
ward T.  Stowers,  12. 


Superintendent  of  Neponset  Bridge  —  John 
Glavin, 12. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge— John  C. 
~oole,  12 


Superintendent  of  Mount  WTashington-avenue 
Bridge— George  H.  Davis,  12. 

Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge— Reu- 
brti  B.  Wendell,  12. 

And  the  gentlemen  receiving  a  majority  of  votes 
were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

The  report  nominating  as  Weighers  and  Inspec- 
tors of  Ballast,  Edward  Hatch.  Inspector-in-Chief , 
and  John  Kenny,  George  Faulkner  and  Abijah  R. 
Tewksbury,  Ass  stant-Inspectors,  and  certificate 
of  elections  of  said  Weighers  and  Inspectors  by 
the  Common  Council,  were  considered.  The  Board 
proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Emery 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported.as  f oUows : 

Whole  number  ofyotes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Edward  Haydi.  Inspect or-in-Chief 12 

■  I, .In.   Km..;.  1-J 

Abijah  K. Tewksbury 12 

George  E&ulkner 12 

and  they  Weie  declared  elected,  in  concurrence. 

REPORT  OF  MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  ninth  annual  re- 
port of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, it  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 


Office  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,) 

Charlestown  District,  Boston,       } 

March  10, 1874.  ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston-The 
act  to  unite  the  city  of  Charlestown  with  the  city 
of  Boston  continues  the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a 
separate  organization,  under  the  direction  of  the 
City  Council  of  Boston,  until  the  said  City  Council 
shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  of  Boston.  And  as  no  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to 
change  or  modify  the  rules  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  of  Charlestown  for  the  government  of  the 
board,  they  have  continued  on  in  the  performance 
of  th.eir  duties  as  if  the  ordinance  of  the  city  of 
Charlestown  was  in  full  force.  And  as  one  of  its 
requirements  made  it  the  duty  of  the  board,  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  March,  annually,  to 
present  to  the  City  Council  a  report, '  con- 
taining a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
water  works  and  of  the  lands  and  other  property 
connected  therewith,  with  an  account  of  all  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  with  such  information  or 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  important,  we 
have  made  up  and  now  respectfully  submit  to  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  the  ninth  annual  report  of 
the  Mystic  Water  Board. 

The  Superintendent,  whose  report  is  hereto  an- 
nexed, makes  the  statement  that  the  works  are  all 
in  good  order,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  statement  is  correct. 

The  shores  of  the  lake  have  been  carefully 
looked  after,  and  are  in  good  condition  generally. 
A  small  purchase  of  land  was  made  last  summer 
to  straighten  a  line,  and  the  materials  have  been 
collected  and  preparations  made  for  completing 
the  improvement  on  the  westerly  side,  referred  to 
by  the  Superintendent.  Arrangements  have  also 
been  made  for  a  better  protection  of  the  easterly 
shore. 

For  reasons  rt  f  erred  to  by  the  Superintendent, 
the  conduit  has  not  been  as  thoroughly  examined 
this  year  as  usual,  but  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  is  in  good  order. 

Everything  about  the  engine  house  is  in  a  satis- 
factory condition,  and  all  three  of  the  engines  are 
in  the  "best  working  order.  Engines  Nos.  1  and  2 
have  been  completely  overhauled  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  the  first  at 'an  expense  of  S2581  15,  and 
the  other  of  §3815  21.  No.  3  has  also  been  taken 
down  and  adjusted  by  and  at  the  expense  of  Mr. 
Worthington  the  builder.  We  think  we  can  safe- 
ly say  that  the  engines  were  never  in  better  condi- 
tion." The  work  they  have  done  during  the  year,  the 
quantity  of  coal  consumed  and  other  information 
of  interest  in  this  department  is  given  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent.  We  recommend  an 
enlargement  of  the  coal  shed  connected  with  the 
engine  house,  which  can  be  done  with  a  moderate 
expense,  as  a  portion  of  the  walls  are  already  built. 

The  force  main  lias  shown  no  signs  of  weakness, 
and  is  without  doubt  in  good  condition  ;  but  with 
only  a  single  line,  a  break  would,  for  a  short  time, 
cause  some  trouble  and  inconvenience,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  sjiare  pipes  are  on  the 
ground  ready  for  use  in  case  of  need.  For  this 
reason  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  second  line  is 
needed  and  should  soon  be  constructed. 

The  reservoir  and  grounds  have  been  well  kept 
up,   and   all  needed   repairs  attended   to;  and  we 
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know  of  no  liability  to  any  considerable  expense 
there.  An  improvement  can  be  made,  we  think, 
by  the  construction  of  a  roadway  over  the  line  of 
force  main  leading-  directly  from'  the  reservoir  to 
the  engine  house,  ami  discontinuing  the  present 
roadway,  provided  an  even  exchange  of  lands  can 
be  made  for  the  purpose;  and  asthe  change  will 
be  so  clearly  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  it  will, 
without  doubt,  be  soon,  clfeetcd. 

The  new  thirty-inch  cement  supply  mam  has  re- 
quired but  little  attention  during  the  year,  and 
the  only  break  of  any  importance  in  the  twentv- 
four-inch  iron  main  was  repaired  with  but  little 
inconvenience  and  expense. 

The  recommendation  of  the  board,  made  in 
their  last  report,  that  the  Construction  account 
should  be  closed,  and  the  cost  of  the  extension  of 
new  mains  and  service  pipes  be  charged  in  the 
Maintenance  account,  and  defrayed  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  water,  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  so 
charged.  And  the  Construction  account,  which, 
when  the  last  report  was  made,  stood  at  $1,461,- 
259  41,  has  been  reduced  to  the  amount  for  which 
bonds  were  authorized,  namelv.  81,460,000.  The 
difference,  $1259  41,  has  also  been  charged  to 
Maintenance  account,  and  included  in  our  state- 
ment of  the  expenses  for  the  year. 

Copy  of  Maintenance  account  for  the  year 
1873: 

Paid  for  salaries $4.3iili  mi 

Printing, advertising  and  stationery 423  32 

Labor,  tools,  materials  for  repairs,  contingen- 
cies     12,628  81 

Clerk  hire „...     1,327  51 

Shop  rent :...        400  00 

$19,079  (i4 
Extension    and    repairs    of    service 

pipe $11 ,249  83 

Extension  and  repairs  of  mains 15,430  43  -  26,686  26 

Amount   transferred    by   order   of 

City  Council  from  Con  si  ruction 

account 1 ,259  41 

Pumping  service. 

Fuel.. $34,435  47 

Repairs,  oil,  t allow  and  tools 5,916  ill 

Pay  of  engineers  and  firemen 7.513  25— $17,804  76 

$94,890  07 
Credit. 
By  amount   received    for  return  premium  on 

insurance  policies $J26  99 

$94,763  08 
Coal  on  hand  .Ian.  1,  1k?4— 9114  tons..  $7,855  76 
Jan.  1,  1873—450  tons 3,825  00 

Which  would  reduce  l>\  this  amount 

the  cost  of  fuel  for  the  year.. . .  $4,030  76 

The  total  water  rates  for  the  year  1873,  as  will  be 
seen  bv  the  report  of  the  clerk,  were  $217,817  45. 
The  same  report  will  also  show  the  number  of 
water  takers,  the  number  and  kinds  of  fixtures, 
buildings,  etc. 

Included  in  the  expenses  for  the  year  is  the  cost 
of  the  suits  in  regard  ,o  th?  rights  of  drainage  at 
Woburn  and  Winchester,  commenced  in  1872,  and 
also  $1000,  paid  to  the  town  of  fsomerville  in  set- 
tlement for  damages  consequent  upon  tile  laving 
of  the  new  thirty-inch  main  in  1872.  The  suit's  le- 
ferred  to  resulted  adversely  to  the  city,  for  the 
reason  that   sufficient   evidence  was  not 'produced 

into  the  streams  running  into  the  lake  actually 
contaminated  the  water  taken  for  use.  or  had  ail 
inevitable  tendency  so  to  do.  But  the  court  was 
fully  its  decided,  that  no  j  erson  or  corporation 
can  lawfully  corrupt  or  render  impure  the  water 
its  tributary  streams;  to  the  in- 
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will  be  provided  for  from  the  Sinking  Fund.whii 
on  the  12th  of  January,  1874.  amounted 
$96,620  64. 

On  the  15th  of  July  last,  Hon.  E  Iw  aid  Lawrei 
resigned  his  po-ition  as  a   member   of  this   boa 


vices  had  been  of  great  value  to  1  lie  city  during  a  1 
■that  time.  The  City  Council  acknowledged  the 
fact  in  resolutions*  passed  at  the  time  of  the 
resignation,  and  our  records  bear  witness 
to  the  regret  felt  at  his  loss,  and  our  high 
esteem  for  him  as  a  man  and  public  oftic  er. 
Nevertheless  it  seems  proper  that  in  making  this 
report,  we  should  not  forget  to  make  allusion  to 
the  termination  of  so  long  a  service,  performed 
without  pecuniary  compensation,  with  great  ex- 
cellence of  judgment  and  general  faithfulness. 

The  whole  quantity  of  water  delivered  from  the 
reservoir  during  the' year  was  2,830, xoo.cwi  gallons; 
the  average  daily  consumption  was  7,755,6:54  gal- 
lons, an  increase  over  1872  of  9X9, 57x  gallons  daily. 

In  making  our  report  we  confine  ourselves  to  the 
lake  in  its  present  condition,  and  to  its  capacity, 
without  any  considerable  increase  of  expend- 
iture, to  "do  the  work  which  had  been 
expected  of  it  previous  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Charlestown  to  Boston.  It  has  so 
far  generously  poured  forth  an  ample  supply  of 
good  water,  and  shown  no  signs  of  failure  for  the 
future.  What  it  can  do  beyond  this,  is  a  question 
which  the  City  Council,  by  its  committees  and  en- 
gineers, have 'been  considering  independently  of 
this  board.  But  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  say, 
that  we  have  believed  that  the  water-shed  of  the 
Mystic  basin  is  sufficient  to  furnish  a  very  large 
quantity  of  water,  and  that  the  character  of  the 
country  within  this  basin  is  such  that  storage  res- 
ervoirs of  large  capacity  can  be  constructed  at  a 
comparatively  small  expense.  Messrs.  Baldwin 
and  Stevenson,  in  their  report  of  December,  1859, 
say  that  "the  area  of  country  forming  the  drainage 
basin  of  Mystic  Pond  is  thirty-one  square  miles 
exclusive  o'f    the  area  of   the  water  surfaces  of  the 


know  of  no  actual  survey  that  shows  it  to  be  in- 
correct. All  the  estimates  of  the  board  heretofore 
have  been  based  upon  its  accuracy.  "We  are  firm 
in  the  faith  that  you  have  a  property  of  great  val- 
ue in  the  Mystic*  Water  Works  and  the  grants  to 
the  city  of  Charlestown  for  a  supply  of  pure  water. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer. 

Francis  Childs. 

Nelson  Bartlett. 

Thaddevs  Richardson. 

Francis  Thompson. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  and 
.he  Superintendent,  appended  to  the  above,  the 
following  facts  aie  gleaned. 

There  were  supplied  with  water  in  1873,  as  fol- 
lows: 


f  bai'lestown  ...  4,681 

Chelsea 2,780 

Somerville 2,261 

East  Boston  ...  3,235 


Everett. 


2S4 


3,678 
2. 955 
5,839 

326 


Total 13,241  20,408  822         156  871 

The   amount    of   receipts  has   been  as   follows : 

Charlestown,  .•590,043  60:  Boston,  849,451  7(1;  Chel- 
sea, .$33.6X8  42;  Somerville,  825,188  20;  Everett, 
$3335  60;  total.  8201,707  22;  and  there  was  due  to 
January  1,  1874.  for  water  rates  of  1X73,  8Hi.H0  23. 
The  average  level  of  the  water  in  the  lake  dur- 
ing the  year  was  0.5  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the 
conduit!  or  1.7  feet  below  high-water  mark.  Total 
rainfall  for  the  year,  4s. 0  inches  ;  for  seven  months, 
from  January  to  December,  inclusive,  average 
depth  on  the  overfall.  4  inches  (taken  as  in  previ- 
ous years  on  centre  of  the  crest,  which  is  six 
inches  wide,  but  the  depth  inside  the  crest  was  5C4 
inches,  which  is  the  real  depth  of  water  flowing 
ovei,  and  from  which  the  calculations  have  been 
made),  which  makes  an  average  daily  waste  of 
20,221.834  gallons.  The  daily  average  waste  through 
Hie  tishway  was  1.250.01)0  gallons.  The  daily  aver- 
age number  of  gallons  delivered  into  the  conduit 
was  8,326,576.  'these,  together,  give  a  daily  aver- 
age yield  from  the  lake  of  38,708,410  gallons.  For 
the  remaining  rive  months  there  was  no  waste 
on  the  overfall.  From  Juue  1  to  Octo- 
ber 6  (128  days)  the  water  lowered  three  feet 
seven  inches,  equal  to  a  daily  average  loss 
of  1,827,472  gallons.  There  was  delivered  in- 
to the  conduit  during  this  time  a  dailv  aver- 
age of  x, 158,2X2  gallons,  which  gives  a  daily- 
average  yield  for  12X  days  of  6,330,810  gallons. 
From  October  6  to  November   1   (twenty-five  days) 
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the  water  rose  3  feet  7  inches,  equal  to  a  daily  av- 
erage gain  of  9,356,585  gallons.  There  was  deliv- 
ered into  the  conduit  during  this  time  a  daily 
average  of  8,158,282  gallons,  which  gives  a  daily 
average  yield  for  five  months  of  11,022,(190  callous. 
From  these  data  it  will  be  seen  that  the  daily  av- 
erage  yield  of  the  lake  for  the  year  was  as  fol- 

Gallons. 

Average  vicld  fur  7  months 3S.7iw.llo 

Average  vicld  fur  5  months ll,'r_'2,ti!io 

Average  daily  yield  for  the  year.. 25,360^80 

THE  FUNERAL  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief -of -Police  he  directed  to 
exclude  all  vehicles,  except  carriages  connected 
with  the  funeral  procession  of  Charles  Sumner, 
from  the  streets  through  which  said  procession 
wdl  pass,  and  also  from  the  streets  around  the 
King's  Chapel  until  the  funeral  solemnities  there 
are  terminated. 
Passed. 

FROM  THE  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  from  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  orders,  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railway 
for  lerve  to  lay  track  in  Court  street,  with  connec- 
tions with  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  with  order 
of  notice  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties  interested  on 
Monday,  April  6, 1874,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Metiopolitan  Railroad  for 
leave  to  use  track  of  Highland  street  Railway  in 
Shawmut  avenue, with  order  of  notice  for  hearing 
of  all  parties  interested  on  Monday,  April  6, 1874, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.    Order  passed. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Edward  Davenport  for  compensation  for  grade 
damages  on  Melville  avenue;  no  action  necessa- 
ry on  petition  of  A.  F.  Lang  for  compensation  on 
account  of  damage  from  sui face  water;  (leave  to 
withdraw)  on  petition  of  John  L.  Gammer,  for 
grade  damages  on  Tremont  and  Ferdinand  streets 
—severally  accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Wilhelmina  AVeiler,  2119  [toggles  street,  sliiO;  El- 
vira Burnham.  52  Regent  street,  ,*350;  "Will.  Hv- 
land,  54  R;-gent  street.  S.i5(l;  Robeit  Hampton,  289 
Ruggles  street.  8287;  Mary  Foley.  120— 130  Cabot 
street,  Ssiii);  Thcekla  Muhe,  Greene  street,  "Ward 
17,  $JO0;  Brookline  <;as  Company.  Cambridge 
street,  Brighton.  Slt;o  C6'2:, ;  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  rebuild  the  bulkhead  on  Condor  street, 
near  Meridian  street,  East  Roston,  according  to 
plan  and  specification  drawn  by  the  City  Engineer. 
I<:sl  miated  cost  ,«1000. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  set  apart  and  fit  up  a  portion 
of  the  Town  Hall  in  Brighton  for  the  purposes  of 
a  police  station  for  the  Fourteenth  Division;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

BOND   APPROVED. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  bond  of  Sumner 
B.  White,  constable,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  ap- 
proved by  Ihe  Board. 

PROPOSED  SALE  OF  LAND  ON  FORT  HILL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint,  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  Streets  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public  or  private'  sale, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may 
deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  the  severa'l 
lots  or  parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  'city,  situated 
and  lying  within  the  Fort.  Hill  District,  so  called,— 
the  proceeds  of  said  sales  to  be  paid  into  the  citv 
treasury. 
Passed. 

METROPOLITAN    R.  R.  STABLE   ON  BACK  BAT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  granted  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  remove  a  building  for 
stable  purposes,  situated  on  Marlborough  street, 
corner  ol  Parker  street,  lie  and  the  same  is  hereby 
extended  to  June  1,  1874. 

Alderman  Prcscott desired  an  explanation  of  the 
order  before  it  should  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  explanation  is  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  move  their  stable  vet. 
They  are  pushing  the  stable  along  as  fast  as  t'hev 
can.  and   if  they  have  to  move  this  building  they 


will  have  no  place  to  put  their  horses.  The  con- 
venience of  the  public  demands  that  this  building 
should  remain  there  three  months  longer. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— I  would  state,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  if  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  have  not  already 
made  preparations  outside  of  this  stable,  it  is  full 
time  that  they  had  done  so.  They  have  had  some 
five  or  six  months  in  which  to  erect  a  stable  or 
remove  this  building,  and  there  is  no  excuse  for 
its  not  having  been  done.  The  land  is  ready,  and 
the  stable  should  have  been  put  upon  it.  Now 
they  come  here  and  ask  for  the  privilege  of  keep- 
ing this  stable  u/itil  hot  weather  where  it  is  a 
nuisance  to  others.  'Ihe  citizens  of  that  neighbor- 
hood came  her/ early  last  season,  and  petitioned 
that  that  stab/e  be  removed,  to  which  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  remonstrated.  They  have  hired 
land  on  Packer  street,  and  the  building  should 
have  beei/ removed  before  this.  Now  they  ask 
that  the  time  be  extended.  I  hope  this  order  will 
not  pass.  I  offer  this  explanation  because  I  know 
something  of  how  the  matters  are  situated  there 
in  regard  to  this  stable. 

Aloeiman  "Worthington— 1  am  surprised  at  the 
gentleman's  remarks.  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  be  did  not  think  a  stable  was  a  nuisance, 
especially  when  located  at  the  South  End.  But 
this  stable  is  over  on  the  Back  Bay,  near  dwelling 
houses,  and  it  may  trespass  upon  somebody.  The 
Metropolitan  Railroad  have  quite  a  large  amount 
of  business  to  do;  they  are  building  stables  in 
every  part  of  the  city,  and  they  are  disposed 
to  move  this  stable  as  quickly  as  they  can. 
But  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  so;  they 
have  not  been  able  to  get  their  stable 
built,  and  I  think  they  should  have  three 
months  longer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  great 
a  nuisance  there;  if  it  is,  how  much  more  of  a 
nuisance  would  be  the  stable  at  South  End, 
referred  to  before,  where  it  would  be  within  17% 
feet  of  dwelling  houses  of  poor  men.  Those  who 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  this  stable  are  abundantly 
able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  argument  is 
as  good  in  one  ease  as  in  the  other.  I  hope  we 
shall  fully  consider  this  order,  pass  it,  and  give 
the  company  a  little  time,  and  not  put  them  to  a 
disadvantage.  ■-  -..  ■-.    . 

Alderman  Clark— The  fact  as  to  whether  I  am 
in  favor  of  stables  at  the  "West  or  South  End  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  case.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  the  reputation  of  this  Board  if 
members  would  confine  their  arguments  exclu- 
sively to  the  subject  before  them,  and  not  wander 
off  into  irrelevant  matters.  This  stable  stands 
there  today  without  any  permission;  it  is  by 
sufferance  only.  Parties  have  bought  land  there 
and  have  been  building  around  it,  and  they 
have  asked  that  it  be  removed.  Ample  tiAie 
has  been  given  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad  to  re- 
move the  building  to  a  new  locality,— which  they 
have  selected,— and  they  cannot  show  any  reason 
why  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain  there  until 
midsummer,  nor  why  they  should  not  have  had 
it  removed  before  this  time.  It  is  to  be  placed 
upon  land  which  has  been  reserved  for  them,  al- 
though stables  are  not  allowed  to  be  put  in  that 
vicinity  generally.  It  is  not  more  than  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  from  its  first  location. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
pressed  today.  I  see  no  necessity  for  so  doing. 
This  location  was  granted  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  temporarily,  and  was  selected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  residents  of  that  vicinity. 
The  time  asked  for  is  not  long,  and  they  will  the'n 
have  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  lot  for  a  per- 
manent location.  They  cannot  get  along  in  that 
neighborhood  without  a  stable.  The  track  was 
laid  there  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  railroad  company-  may  be  equally  ac- 
commodated I  hope  they  will  be  allowed  ample 
time  to  build  a  suitable  stable. 

Alderman  Clark— H  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  do  not  want  to  run  their  cars  there  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  does,  and  the  residents 
there  do  not  feel  the  slightest  risk  of  being  de- 
prived of  horse-railroad  accommodations.  And, 
furthermore,  there  is  no  short  route  in  the  city 
which  pays  them  better  than  this  one. 

Alderman  Hall— Can  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way, or  any  other  railroad  company,  run  their  cars 
there  without  stable  accommodations?  If  they 
use  horses  they  must  have  a  stable.  Let  them 
have  time  this  spring,  when  the  frost  gets  out  of 
the  ground,  to  lav  a  good  foundation  and  erect  a 
good  building. 

Alderman  Clark— I  think  we  all  know  something 
about  the  running  of  horse  railroads.    This   delay- 
ed f 


is  wholly  uncalled  for. 


not  necessary  for  the 


140 


BOARD       OF       ABDKKME1V 


frost  to  be  out  of  the  ground  for  them  to  put  ni> 
the  building.  They  do  not  propose  to  drive  any 
piles  or  lay  much  of  a  foundation,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  have  done  all  they  in- 
tended to  do  before  this.  I  am  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing horse  railn  ads  every  facility  for  doing  their 
business.  I  want  them  to  be  treated 
fairly,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
thing  should  be  delayed  longer,  if  the 
building  is  to  be  removed,  let  it  be  done  before 
hot  weather.  That  is  the  ground  I  take.  The 
stable  docs  not  trouble  me,  as  I  do  not  live  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  it.  They  have  received  per- 
mission to  locate  a  stable,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  allowed  to  stay  there  three 
months  'onger. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  amend  by  substi- 
tuting "May  1st"  for  "June  1st." 

Alderman  Clark — I  move  to  amend  still  further, 
by  making  the  time  April  1st. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  l'rcscott,  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  laid  upon  the  table. 

REGISTRATION  OP  VOTERS. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  City  Document 
No.  34,  being  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Board  of 
Registrais  of  Voters  of  the  City  of  Boston." 

It  was  sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth,  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  a 
Board  of  Regi-trars  of  Voter-  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, aid  to  regulate  the  preparation  and  revision 
of  the  voting  lists  in  said  citv,"  passed  March  10th, 
1874,  being  chapter  60  of  the  acts  of  1*74,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted  by  the  City  Council. 

Read  oace. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions of  Orsamus  Xutc,  Ailoniraiii  Curtis,  Adam 
Patterson,  Hugh  Nawn,  Joshua  I).  Whorf,  J.  W. 
Wolcuct,  Mary  E.  Burgess,  Jesse  Smith,  John 
Quirk  and  John  Scales  for  leave  to  occupy  stables. 
Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licen-e- — Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  John  P.  Robinson,  to  keep  intelligence 
office  at  2  Grant  place;  Thomas  N.  Paine,  to  ex- 
hibit a  panorama  at  Union  Hall,  Charlestown; 
plso  the  applications  of  seventy  newsboys  for 
licenses.    Severally  accepted. 


HEARING    POSTPONED. 
Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  proposed 
construction  of  sewers  in    Dorchester  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and    lilake    street,  and 
in  Elmwood  street, between  King  street  and  Stony 
Brook,  which  was  assigned  for  tins  day  at  4  o'clock 
P.  M.,  be  continued  to    Monday  next    at    4    P.  M., 
and  notice  of  such  continuance   be    given    to  all 
parties  interested. 
Passed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  HACK   REGULATIONS. 

Aldermen  Bigelow  called  attention  to  a  tyro- 
graphical  error  m  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the 
printed  rules  and  regulation's  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, on  page  110,  where  reference  is  made  for 
details  to  section  twenty,  which  should  be  twenty- 
two.  To  make  that  correct  he  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
in  relation  to  carriages,  wagons  and  other  vehicles, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  by  striking 
out  "twentieth"  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  word  "twenty-second." 

Passed. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following,  and 
on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance : 

Office  of  Directors  op  Public  Institutions,  I 
Boston,  March  14,  1874.     f 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  or  Boston: 
Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions respectfully  request  that  an  additional 
appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  may  be 
made  to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  House  of 
Industry  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  finan- 
cial year.  The  average  number  of  inmates  of  the 
Deer  It-land  institutions,  during  the  last  financial 
year,  was  1205,  while  the  average  number  during 
the  present  year  has  been  1311,  an  average  increase 
of  106  persons,  and  the  increase  in  the  item  of 
provisions  alone  for  this  additional  number  has 
been  .¥11,019  42.  Added  to  this  sum  is  the  amount 
of  57400,  increased  cost  of  fuel  for  the  ii  stitutions 
at  the  islands  over  the  amount  paid  for  the  previ- 
ous year,  making  a  total  of  about  518,419  as  the 
expense  of  the'e  two  items  over  the  lart  financial 
year.  Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Bradlee,  President. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  BoaiM  ad- 
journed. 


c  o  m  ,-m  o  y^- 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    19,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  1\'2  P.  M„  E.  O.  Shepard,  Pres- 
ident, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Samuel  B.  Hodgkins  et  al..  and 
Henry  Walcott,  and  request  of  Directors  'of  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  for  additional  appropriation. 
Severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

Request  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  §10,000.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE  PROPOSED    SALE    OF    LANDS    ON    FORT    HILL. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  sell,  at  public  or  private  sale,  the  several  lots  or 
parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  city  in  Fort-Hill  Dis- 
trict, came  up  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G— Unless  there  are  some 
special  reasons  against  it  of  which  1  know  noth- 
ing, and  which  the  Committee  on  Streets  do  know, 
I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out  the 
words  "or  private." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am,  as  a  rule,  opposed 
to  selling  at  private  sale  any  lands  which  the  city 
may  have  to  dispose  of;  but  this  is  a  special  case, 
which  has  been  before  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
There  are,  in  this  territory,  two  or  three  lots  which 
can  be  sold  at  private  sale  more  advantageously 
than  they  could  be  by  public  auction.  They  are 
fully  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  sell  only  these  at  private  sale ; 
the  balance  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  public  auc- 
tion. It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  all  the  lots  should  be  sold  by  public 
auction  except  these  two  or  three. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — In  the  principle  of  this 
thing  I  agree  entirely  wrth  the  proposition  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  I  think  I  have 
heretofore  fully  expressed  my  opinion  in  regard 
to  these  matters.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  if  my 
friend  from  Ward  7  were  to  confine  this  matter  to 
the  lots  to  which  he  refers,  there  would  be  no 
chance  or  reason  for  any  difficulty  from  any 
source.  There  is  a  principle  in  this  thing  which 
onght  to  be  maintained  by  the  City  Government. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  these  two  or  three  lots ;  nevertheless  the 
order  covers  the  whole  territory  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  the  city  are  concerned.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  amend 
the  order  so  as  to  confine  the  private  sale  to  the 
lots  in  question. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  anticipated  this  dis- 
cussion and  requested  the  Surveyor  of  Public 
Lands  to  send  a  plan  of  that  territory  here,  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  might  see  for  them- 
selves  the    location   of   the  lots  which  are  to  be 


to  buy  at  private  sale,  in  order  to  realize  anything 
from  them.  I  can  almost  pledge  myself  that  but 
two  or  three  lots  are  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  and 
they  are  all  very  small  ones. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  satisfied  with  the 
explanation. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7 — I  think  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  until  we  can  see  the  plans,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  given)— It  is  the  wish  of  the  committee  that 
the  lands  shall  be  sold  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  that  they  may  be  taxed  on  the  first  day 
of  May  to  the  parties  who  buy  them. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  assessors  very  rarely 
start  out  on  their  work  before  the  first  of  May,  and 


to  give  the  assessors  an  idea  of  what  land  will 
bring.  With  a  good,  fair  day,  and  good  competi- 
tion, they  can  make  a  hard-pan    sale,  from  which 


at  private  sale  would  give  them  no  such  idea. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  somewhat  astonish- 
ed at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  for  he  has 


been  an  assessor  himself.  The  property  must  be 
taxed  to  the  owner  on  the  first  day  of  May.  If  the ,' 
city  owns  it  on  that  day  it  cannot  be  taxed  to  an 
individual. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi— In  confirmation  of  what, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  said,  1  desire  to 
state  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  are  of  the 
opinion  that  all  the  land  should  be  sold  by  public 
auction  except  these  lots.  I  think  the  city  has 
lost  by  adheriiur  to  the  rule  in  special  cases. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, there  are  three  lots  which  have  less  than  six 
hundred  feet  each.  They  are  situated  between 
other  lots  and  are  worthless  except  to  the  parties^ 


has  been,  ill  years />ast.  that  it  i 
interest  to  sell  at/ublic  auction  in  such  cases.  We 
lost  nearly  two  thousand  dollars  in  one  case  by 
putting  the  lan/1  up  at  public  auction;  the  estate 
was  worthle>s/to  anybody  but  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  lot.  and  he  ottered  two  thousand  dollars 
more  than  was  given  at  public  auction.  I  do  not 
think  the  city  will  lose  anything  by  allowing  the 
Committee  on  Streets  to  use  their  judgment  in. 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  to- 
night, and  the  sale  be  made  before  the  first  day  of 
May. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  0— Would  it  not  he  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  have  the 
order  passed  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  pro- 
posed to  amend  it.  thereby  enabling  them  to  sell 
at  auction  the  greater  part  of  the  lands,  and  then 
let  them  bring  in  another  order  authorizing  them 
to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  the  small  lots  re- 
ferred to.  Then,  it  seems  to  me,  we  should  adhere 
to  the  important  principle  suggested  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  5.  I  will  therefore  renew  "the  amend- 
ment! to  strike  out  the  words  "or  private." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  will  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

ONFISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  provided  for  the  Union-street  and  Rockland 
primary  schools,  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  fill  the  land  on  Canal  street,  in  rear  of 
Harvard  Cemetery,  Ward  22,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $1500.    Passed. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory, formerly  occupied  by  Company  D,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Minot  Hall,  and  to  allow 
$1000  per  annum  for  rent,  and  an  expenditure  of 
$500  for  furnishing  the  armory  of  said  company 
at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets. 
Passed— yeas  61,  nays  0. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Appropriation  bill  (City  Doc.  No.  38)  for 
1874-75  came  up  in  the  regular  order  among  the 
unfinished  business.  The  Chair  re<.d  the  first  or- 
der, relating  to  the  specific  appropriations,  and 
the  amounts  to  be  appropriated  for  the  several 
departments. 

Under  the  head  of  "New  Schoolhouse  Sites" 
(page  13),  for  which  the  total  is  $162,000,  Mr.  West 
of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  as  follows:  "Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse  in  Everett  District,  Dorchester, 
$30,000." 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  school  board  request- 
ed the  City  Council  to  purchase  the  lot  of  land  ad- 
joining the  present  Everett  School  lot  in  Dor- 
chester, for  a  grammar-school  building.  It  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who 
visited  the  location  and  reported  in  favor  of  It. 
When  it  came  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Auditor's  Estimates,  it  was  argued  in  favor  of 
that  particular  lot,  which  need  not  have  been 
done.  Some  of  the  committee  thought  the  price— 
seventy-five  cents  a  foot — was  too  high,  and  it 
was  defeated  by  a  very  close  vote.  I  offer  the 
amendment  that  it  may  be  for  a  site,  that  the 
committee  may  have  power  to  purchase  that  lot  if 
they  see  fit.  This  new  schoolhouse  is  very  neces- 
sary in  that  district-  the  pupils  have  increased 
forty  per  cent,  within  two  years;  the  present 
building  is  entirely  unsuited  for  tin-  district;  the 
city  is  now  paying  $2200  a  year  for  rent  of  private 
dwelling  houses.  1  consider  that  it  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  district  and  the  city  to  purchase  a 
site  this  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this 
amendment  or  any  other ;  but  I  did  not  suppose 
we  were  to  rush  through  this  expenditure  of 
S?ll,68(i,41.'i  in  this  hasty  manner.  If  that  is  to  be 
the  order  of  things,  I  think  the  people  had  better 
understand  that  we  come  here  and  within  fifteen 
minutes'  time  put  through  an  order  to  appropriate 
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thai  amount  for  bhe  6urrent  expenses  of  the  Gov- 

i •riiinciii   Eoi   Hie  ensuing  year:    The  gentleman 

rises  here  and  asks    Unit   an'  appropriation  tor  his 

orsome  other  dlsmol  maj  be  Interpolated;  i  do 
„(.i  object  i"  that,  but  i  do  tiol  believe  to  fchiB  way 
of  doing;  business.    If  I   bad   supposed    thai   any 


This  matter  eomes  upon  me  somewhat  suddenly  ; 
whether  or  not  the  amendment  ottered  by  my 
frienci  from  Ward  1(1  is  right,  1  cannot  say ;  1  know 
nothing  about  it,  and  1  venture  to  say  that  seven- 
eh'hths  of  the  members  of  the  Conned  do  not 
know  anything  about  it.  I  say,  let  us  he.sila.te  be- 
fore linailv  jiassing  upon  these  great  questions  in- 
volved in  the  appropriation  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars.  .  ,    , 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— I  stated,  or  intended  to 
state,  that  the  committee  were  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  facts,  and  I  think  the  members  will 
bear  me  out  in  that.  I  pretend  to  ''now  something 
about  the  a)  propriations  for  committees  to  which 
1  hapnen  to  belong,  and  1  am  willmg  to  trust  other 
committees.  Everv  one  of  these  appropriations 
has  been  examined,  thoroughly  and  carefully,  by 
each  committee,  and  reported  upon  favorably. 
They  have  all  been  before  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee and  examined  again,  and  I  think  that  is  a 
full  answer  to  the  charge  of  hurrying  this  thmg 
through.  It  is  not  hurried.  Take  any  of  these 
departments— the  Surveyor's  Department,  for  in- 
stance. Thev  a-k  for  SOU, ).  The  committee  re- 
ported favorably  on  it.  1  do  not  know  anything 
about  it,  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  who  do  know.  I  cannot  see 
where  the  (barge  of  haste  has  any  foundation. 

Mr.  Perkins  ot  Ward  10— t  am  very  glad,  indeed, 
that  my  colleague  proposed  the  amendment  which 
he  did,  and  I  am  very  sorrv  that  my  friend  from 
WardO,  who  is  usually  so  far-sighted  and  liberal 
in  his  estimate  of  matter-,  should  have  opposed  it. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  necessary  things  that 
should  be  .lone  this  year  ill  the  Sixteenth  Ward. 
As  my  colleague  said,  the  city  is  now  paying 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
for  various  dwellings  adjacent  to  the  present 
school.  The  present  sehoollum.se  is  full,  popula- 
tion has  increased  very  rapidly  in  that  vicinity, 
and  it  is  veiy  necessary  that  some  beginning 
should  be  made  to  accminodate  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. That  I  know  from  my  own  observation  and 
from  consultation  with  the  committee.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  see  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
amendment,  and  that  my  friend  from  Ward  5  will 
not' oppose  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  1  stated  that  I  did 
not  intend  to  oppose  it.  Now,  sir,  we  are  hereto 
appropriate  eleven  millions  of  dollars  for  the  cur- 
rent expenditures  of  the  government.  1  say  it  is 
absolutely  an  enormous  amount;  it  is  not  justi- 
fied; I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary,  f  have  heard 
it  from  people  in  all  departments  of  life  that  the 
expenses  of  the  city  oi  Boston  are  enormous.  I 
do  not  mean  the  expenditure  for  educational  pur- 
poses, but  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  In 
this  city  no  buildings  are  erected  which  do  not 
cost  twenty-live  per  cent,  more  than  the  contract 
price.  I  a'm  speaking  of  the  principle  of  this 
thing,  not  of  this  little  amendment;  I  do  not  care 
whether  that  is  accepted  or  rejected.  But  this  is 
the  only  occasion  I  have  had  to  speak  upon  the 
question,  and  I  here  declare  my  sentiments  on  the 
subject.  A  very  large  amount  which  apparently 
goes  for  purposes  of  education  is— I  will  not  say 
squandered,  sir,  but  is  spent  in  extravagance  and 
in  extraordinary  contracts  made  for  the  building 
of  schoolhouses,  where  almost  two  millions  have 


been  appropriated  already,  and  now  my  friend 
proposes  to  add  thirty  thousand  more.  I  do,  how- 
ever, propose  to  call  attention  to  this.    I  am  not 


31  the  Finance  Committee;  I  am  not  one  of 
any  committee  called  upon  to  agree  to  any 
amount  of  expenditure,  except  two  which  have 
charge  of  minor  matters — nothing  which  has 
the  expenditure  of  anything  like  this    amount 


for   BChoolhouse    sites;     I    only    called     attention 
to  it      not  expecting,  sir,  by  any    word  of  mine    to 


1  I       '     ,i  '"       ,  '    ,      ''  ''  v''"'1    is   <iuo 

,i''"'       ''.'  omnuttee  on   Public   Instruction, 

me  gentleman  rrom  wara 5  save  the  school  ex- 
penditure-   ;m-    .  noimuii-.       They    are.       Hut    he 

must  Deai  mmina  that  the  City  Council  bas  not 

the  first  word  to  -ay  about  the  first  item,  except 
to  come  he,,-  and  vote    ,t    or   refuse    it.     The  lir.st 

item isior salaries  ot  teachers,  $1,256,600.  i  be- 
lieve the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  got  posted  up  as  well  as  they 
cmild    be    expected  to  be.    The   city  of    Boston 

has  a  good  school  system,  as  good,  certainly  as 
there  is  in  the  country.  If  we  have  defi- 
ciencies in  school  "accommodations,  they 
must  be  met.  The  system  is  growing  by  immi«-i  ac- 
tion and  by  annexation.  We  must  build  new 
schoolhouses,  and  it  is  the  poorest  kind  of 
economy  to  build  cheap  buildings.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  expenditures  are  astonish- 
ing, but!  cannot  see  how  you  can  avoid  them. 
Every  time  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
are  asked  to  look  into  the  matter  they  thoroughly 
discuss  it,  and  never  recommend  anytime,  unless 
they  think  it  is  necessary,  so  far  as  I  know 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19-  When  this' matter 
came  up  before  the  Committee  on  Estimates, from 
the  representations  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10,  that  there  was  no  pressing  necessity  for  this 
schoolhouse  this  year,  I  voted  against  the  ap- 
propriation, thinking  that  we  were  already 
heavily  burdened  with  the  absolute  neces- 
sities of  the  year.  But  since  that  meeting, 
sir,  I  have  learned  from  competent  authority 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  taking  some  site 
for  a  schoolhouse  in  that  vicinity,  that  the  dis- 
trict is  poorly  accommodate, 1,  and 'l  believe,  from 
the  information  that  I  have,  that  it  will  be  econo- 
my to  take  steps  for  purchasing  that  site.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  named  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  too  much  or  too  little ; 
hut  I  am  satislied  that  some  such  appropriation  is 
needed,  and,  no  other  sum  being  mentioned,  I  will 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  Hi— I  will  add  that  the  lo- 
cation which  it  is  proposed  to  buy  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  for  residences  or  any  other  pur- 
poses in  Dorchester,  and,  even  in  the  depressed 
condition  of  real  estate,  there  is  a  constant  appre- 
ciation of  property  there.  If  the  city  intends  to 
do  anything  this  year,  the  sooner  the  better. 

Mr.  We-t  of  Ward  10  (unanimous  consent  being 
given)— The  gentleman  from  Ward  19  states  that 
he  voted  against  the  measure  on  the  strength  of 
my  remark,  that  the  matter  was  not  of  pressing 
necessity  this  year.  I  may  have  given  that  im- 
pression. It  arose  in  this  way:  I  was  told  by  the 
local  committee  that  they  needed  the  land  and 
house  very  much  indeed,  but  they  would  not  be 
too  importunate  and  would  be  satisfied  this  year 
with  the  land.  Since  then  they  said  they  wanted 
the  house  this  year.  I  told  them  that  was  an  im- 
possibility. The  best  we  could  do  was  to  buy  the 
site  this  year  and  give  them  the  house  next 
year. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  total 
amount  appropriated  for  schoolhouse  sites  made 
819'J.iinti  in-tead  of  sloi'.OOii,  as  named  in  the  origi- 
nal bill. 

The  sect  ions  fixing  the  amount  for  "water  works" 
at  $787,500,  and  for  "water  works,  interest  and 
premium,"  8711,00(1,  being  considered,  Mr.  Flynn 
of  Ward  7  asked  of  the  Committee  on  Water  why 
the  two  items  were  not  put  in  together,  and  why 
they  were  separate. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  he  could  not  give  the 
explanation,  but  would  call  upon  the  City  Audi- 
tor, who  was  present. 

City-Auditor  Turner  (unanimous  consent  being 
given)— The  amount  named  for  "water  works"  is 
the  regular  appropriation  drawn  by  the  Water 
Board;  the  "water  works,  interest  and  premium" 
is  an  appropriation  for  payment  of  the  interest 
and  premium  on  the  loans  and  on  the  amount 
of  outstanding  indebtedness  which  the  city  has 
paid    in     redeeming     loans   which     the    Water 
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"Works  hart  no  money  to  redeem  with.  The  Water 
Works  hart  not  sufficient  money  to  redeem  the 
loans  with  when  they  became  due, 'ami  they  were 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  city  pioner,  ana  there- 
fore the  Water  Works  ha\  e  i-o  much  indebtedness, 
outside  of  the  loans,  standing  against  them.  The 
loans,  theicfore,  do  not  n  present  the  actual  debt 
of  the  Water  Works,  but  they  are  charged  with 
the  cot  c  f  the  works  over  and  above  the  revenue 
derived  from  them. 

Mr.  Dacry  of  Ward  '20  inquired  if  this  includes 
the,  consolidated  debt  of  both  the  Mystic,  and  Co- 
chituate  Water  Works? 

City  Auditor  Turner— No  sir,  it  does  not.  The 
Mystic  Water  Works  stand  independently,  bring- 
ing in  enough  revenue  to  pay  their  own  expenses 
and  i  lace  money  into  ihe  linking  Fund  besides. 

The  items  having  all  been  lead  and  no  othn- 
amendments  offered,  the  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  as  amended. 

The  President— This  is  but  another  stage  of  the 
order,  and  the  Chair  word  1  state,  in  a  matter  of  so 
great  importance,  that  it  is  proper  at  this  lime  for 
any  amendment  to  be  made.  Is  the  Council  ready 
for  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  understand  that 
the  Council  has  yet  passed  upon  anything  except 
the  amendment  of   the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 

The  President— The  questionis  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  understand  it  so  and 
that  the  whole  matter  is  now  open  for  debate. 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Then  I  propose  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  general  question.  1  am  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  the  order  in  its  present  shape.  I  do 
not  suppose  I  shall  make  any  impression  upon,  or 
have  any  influence  with,  the  I  ouucil.  If  it  were 
a  matter  of  five  thousand  dollars  I  suppo  e  it 
would  be  debated  a  long  time ;  but  being  twelve 
millions,  it  will  not  be  uehated.  That  is  the  cus- 
tomary wav  of  doing  business  here.  Neverthe- 
less, having  been  elected  to  come  to  this  Council, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  say  wdiat  1  think.  Theie 
are  some  points  on  which  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  membeis  of  the  Council  expressed. 
I  flnrt  several  appropriations  for  enormous  expen- 
ditures, and  in  the  first  place  I  propose  to  look  into 
the  matter  of  the  Fire  Department.  I  find  that 
there  is  appropriated  by  ihis  bill  for  that  depart- 
ment the  sum  of  $751 ,8tl2,  two  hundred  thousand 
more  than  was  ever  before  appropriated  for  that 
department,  and  a  great  deal  more,  sir,  than  was 
ever  appropriated  ru  til  last  year.  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say  whether  that  is  right  or  not, 
but  I  should  he  glad  to  hear  from  the  com- 
mittee whose  business  it  is  to  examine  these  pio- 
posed  enormous  expenditures.  1  have  carefully 
looked  over  this  matter  to  see  what  is  proposed  to 
be  done  with  the  money.  I  have  heard— 1  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  correct  or  not,  but  I  presume 
my  friends  in  the  committee  can  state  whether  it  is 
— that  it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the  pay  of 
the  firemen,  and  notwithstanding  that  fact 
there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  appropria- 
tion. I  have  no  doubt  that  annexation  has 
rendered  an  additional  appropriation  neces- 
sary, hut  I  have  yet  to  learn  how  all  this  money 
is  to  be  appropriated.  I,  and  I  think  that  others, 
want  to  know  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent,  and 
I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  a  detailed  statement 
of  where  this  money  is  to  be  placed,  if  we  are  to 
pass  upon  it.  I  find  also  very  large  amounts  ap- 
propriated for  water  works;  i hey  may  be  right  or 
not.  We  have  a  right  to  ask  for  a  detailed 
statement  from  the  heads  of  departments  as 
to  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent.  As  a 
common-sense  business  man,  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  proper  question,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  this  bill  until  I  see  some  state- 
ment of  this  kind.  I  may  not  get  it,  but  I  think 
the  suggestion  that  the  heads  of  departments 
should  make  this  statement  is  a  reasonable  one. 
I  have  no  purpose  but  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
people.  When  I  find  that  the  debt  of  the  city  is 
so  enormous ;  .when  I  find  the  City  Treasurer  at  the 
State  House,  stating  that  he  is  compelled  to  pay 
an  enormous  rate  of  interest  for  money,  I  think  it 
behooves  us  to  see  whether  we  cannot  curtail 
some  of  the  expenses.  This  is  no  foolish  whim, 
but  it  comes  from  suggestions  made  by  taxpayers. 
Until  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  these  expendi- 
tures are  proper  to  be  made,  and  until  I  see  some 
evidence  of  where  the  money  is  to  be  placed,  I  do 
not  propose  to  vote  for  thi-  appropi  iation  of  near- 
ly twelve  millions,  even  if  I  standalone.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  competent  committees  here 
are  able  and  willing  to   do  all  they  can  to  bring 


to  the  attention  of  the  people  the  statement  for 
which  I  have. asked— that  is  to  say,  to  the  people 
who  send  us  here— a  statement  of  how  this 
money  is  to  he  placed  in  individual  cases.  We 
have  here  a  gioss  ,  statement  of  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  salaries  for  the 
members  of  the  Fire  Department.  Now,  let  us 
have  a  detailed  statement  of  who  and  what  officers 
receive  this  enormous  amount  of  money,  and  I 
shall  be  as  ready  as  any  individual  member 'of  the 
Council  to  vot'-  "for  the  passage  of  Ibis  order  when 
I  shall  have  been  .-  a1  is  lie  J  that  the  money  is  to  be 
appropriated  equitably  and  properly.  The 
Council  is  the  proper  body  to  pass  upon 
this  question,  and  our  voices  should  be 
heard  by  the  people.  These  matters  are 
decided  in  private  meetings  of  committees  or 
hoards  of  commissioners,  but  this  body  should, 
in  my  judgment,  finally  pass  upon  the  que-tion 
whether  these  appropriations  are  right.  I  know  of 
no  other  way  to  get  at  the  facts  in  the  case,  so  that 
the  people  may  know  how  their  money  is  applied, 
except  m  the  manner  I  have  proposed,  which  is, 
that  the  honorable  Auditor  shall  receive  from  the 
heads  of  departments  >  tail  incuts  in  detail  to  the 
committees,  and  which  shall  be  passed  over  to  the 
Council  for  examination. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— In  order  to  further 
the  demands  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 1 
have  a  word  to  say.  I  want  to  know  what  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  are 
going  to  do  with  $115,000,  and  I  ask  this  in  order 
that  the  people  may  know  where  their  money 
goes.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  member 
of  that  committee;  now,  let  him  set  us  an  exam- 
ple. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  glad  the  gentleman 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  define  lrmself ;  he  has 
been  confined  in  a  box  long  enough.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Square* 
will  bear  me  out  in  what  I  state  that  I  believed 
that  every  bill  and  appropriation  for  money  should 
be  passed  upon  by  the  committee  itself  and  not  by 
its  honorable  chairman.  Let  him  put  that  in  his 
pipe  and  smoke  it.  Here  I  am  called  up  when  I 
am  not  chairman  of  the  committee  in  one  branch 
or  the  other,  but  I  would  ask  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  that  committee  whether  I  have  not  taken 
that  position  and  tried  to  cut  down  these  expendi- 
tures. If  it  would  be  proper  for  me,  in  my  capac- 
ity as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  take  the 
matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  chaiiman  and 
make  the  explanation,  1  should  do  s  o ;  but  it  would 
not  be  courteous.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  is  satisfied. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  is  satisfied  I  think  we  all  are.  He 
made  a  call  upon  committees  for  a  detailed  state- 
ment, but  when  called  upon  to  give  one  for  his 
committee  he  declined  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— No,  sir. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — He  declines  to  make 
one.  As  I  understand  it,  each  committee  has  had 
this  matter  in  charge  and  has  made  a  statement. 
I  have  confidence  in  other  committees,  and  I  sup- 
pose members  of  the  Council  generally  have  the 
same  feeling. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — As  amendments  are  in 
order,  I  move  that  the  item  of  $3000  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Common  Council  be 
stricken  out,  and  I  will  give  my  reasons.  When 
annexation  took  place  my  colleagues  and  myself 
were  sent  to  this  Council  chamber  from  Cluiiles- 
town.  We  find  that  you  do  business  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  what  we  did  it  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  Over  there  we  made  up  our  estimates, 
and  we  cut  down  all  unnecessary  expenses.  If  we 
had  an  unusually  large  expenditure  we  cut  down 
all  extravagance  in  the  departments.  We  have 
not  done  this  thing  here,  and  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that  this  thing  should 
not  be  rushed  through  so  fast.  Being  a  stranger, 
I  am  diffident  about  getting  up,  but  if  I  had 
been  here  as  long  as  many  other  members, 
I  would  oppose  certain  measures.  There  are 
a  great  many  appropriations  which  ought  to 
be  reduced.  Gentlemen  who  have  been  here 
longer  than  I  have  may  think  differently. 
Coming  here  from  the  suburbs,  as  I  do,  and 
desiring  to  study  economy,  I  think  the  best  way  to 
begin  is  by  saving  that  "three  thousand  dollars. 
One  of  the  great  arguments  for  annexation  in 
Charlestown  was  that  our  taxes  would  be  reduced; 
we  thought  it  would  be  so  much  cheaper  to  be 
connected  with  Boston,  and  that  economy  would 
be  the  rule.  I  think  the  minds  of  very  many  of 
our  people  have  changed.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this 
Contingent  Fund  of  $3000  for?    Gentlemen  who 
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have  been  here  for  years,  who  like  to  display  their 
ons,   may   he  able   to  tell. 


not  pay  sl.Mi.niio  l.u  :,  school  house  which  cost  onlv 
$100,000. 

Mr.  West  of  Wardl6— The  gentleman  must  re- 
member that  Host  on  is  a  larger  place  than  Charles- 
town,  and  it  takes  more  money  to  run  it. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Waul  20  I  know  all  that. 
Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  must 
know  that  we  must  trust  the  appropriations  to 
the  special  committees  in  charge  of  them.  If  we 
cannot  trust  our  committees,  we  had  better  give 
up  a  city  government  altogether.  In  regard  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  20,  there  is  no  use  wasting  time  talking 
about  badges.  There  used  to  be  thirty  thousand 
dollars  a  year  spent  in  junketing;  we  got  it  re- 
duced down  gradually,  and  finally  this  system  of 
contingent  funds  was  devised.  I  will  go  as  far  as 
any  gentleman  for  economy,  but  1  think  that  if  we 
get  along  with  ten  thousand  dollars  for  contingent 
expenses,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied.  There  are  cer- 
tain expenses  of  members  of  the  Council  which 
should  be  paid  by  the  city. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  state  what  the  expenses  are? 

Mr.  AVest  of  Ward  16— Suppose  I  am  appointed  a 
sub-committee  to  go  to  Brighton  to  look  up  a  site 
for  a  new  scboolhouse.  1  am  not.  going  to  walk, 
and  if  the  cars  do  not  run  to  suit  me  I  shall  take  a 
carriage ;  and  if,  when  I  come  back  the  place 
where  I  usually  get  my  meals  is  closed,  I  go  to 
Parker's  and  get  my  dinner,  the  city  pays  the  bills. 
I  do  not  propose  to  run  the  thing;  but  there  are 
legitimate  expenses  which  the  city  should  pay, 
and  if  we  can  furnish  all  those  expenses  for  $10,- 
000  I  will  not  complain.  When  I  first  came  here  I 
was  surprised  at  the  state  of  affairs,  and  I  have 
steadily  fought  for  economy.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  amendment;  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  get  along  without  that  amount  of 
money. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If ,  when  the  gentleman 
came  here  lie  found  things  extravagant,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  did  all  in  bis  power  to  reduce  them. 
According  to  my  view  this  is  an  extravagance, 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  think  strange 
of  me  for  trying  to  reduce  it.  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  gentleman  having  a  dinner  when  he  does 
work  for  the  city,  but  when  I  find  that  we  appro- 
priate $1500  or"  $2000  for  tilings  that  we  have  no 
use  for,  I  object  to  that.  It  is  this  badge  system, 
this  book  system,  that  I  object  to.  I  cannot  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  have  raised  my  voice 
against  badges  for  four  years,  and  it  is  no  use. 
The  majority  of  the  Council  will  have  them  and 
we  have  wasted  more  time  about  them  than  the 
plagued  things  are  worth.  I  do  not  care  anything 
about  badges  and  would  not  give  two  cents  a 
bushel  for  them. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  inquired  if  the  whole 
question  was  open  for  amendment  or  discussion. 

The  President — Strictly  speaking,  only  the 
amendment  is  under  consideration,"  but  ger tie- 
men  will  lie  allowed  to  discuss  the  whole  question. 
Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  la— 1  wish  to  speak  on  the 
subject  of  the  Fire  Department  in  answer  to  some 
objections  made.  I  felt  very  much,  sir,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  did,  that  on  questions  of 
this  nature  we  needed  details,  in  order  to  get  a 
general  idea  of  where  the  money  is  to  go.  1  dH 
not  find  anv  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  presence 
of  the  terrible  Fire  Commissioners  who  sit 
with  closed  doors  when  I  tried  to.  I  had 
an  hour's  very  pleasant  talk  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  board,  Mr.  Rockwell,  and  I  got  a  very 
clear  idea  of  how  the  money  was  to  be  spent,  why 
the  appropriation  was  so  much  larger  than  usual— 
in  fact  everything  that  anyone  could  wish.  And 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  wishes  it,  be  can 
find  a  written  list  of  the  salaries  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  in  place  of  those  paid  last  year.  I 
will  not  give  details  new,  because  it  would  not 
be  intelligible,  not  having  the  list  before  us, 
but  it  was  oerfectly  intelligible  to  my  mind  that 
the  increase  was  entirely  proper,  and  was  neither 
too  large  or  ill-judged.  As  to  the  charge  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  that  the  pav  of  the  fire- 
men was  to  be  cut  down  and  the  money  to  go  to 
higher  officers,  that  seems  to  be  all  nonsense ; 
there  is  nothing  in  it.  The  facts  are  that 
the  system  is  to  tie  changed  next  year ;  there  are 
to  be  a  number   of   permanent   hosemen,  engine- 


men,  etc.,  who  are  to   receive    certain    lixed   sala- 
ries, and  give ■all    their    time    to   the    department, 


Mr.  I' I  Ward  I.".— That  is  a  perfect  illus- 
tration ol  the  icw  system  adopted.  I  hat  salary 
was  s:i(i(in  hist  \ear.  and  it  ha-  been  reduced  be- 
cau-c  the  Superiiiieiiiieiil  vva-  very  much  over- 
paid for  the  work  be  did  in  proportion  to  the  labor 
of  others.  The  Superintendent  of  lire  Alarm-  in 
New  York,  who  has  a  greater  amount  ol  work  to  do 
and  has  a  larger  territory- to  look  after,  get- only 
$2500.  He  has  received  here  nearly  as  much  as  the 
superintendents  of  Streets  and  Public  Library,  and 
does  not  do  anything  like  the  amount  of  work  and 
is  nothing  like  the  important  personage  in  City 
Hall  that  they  are.  I  do  not  know  the  gentleman, 
even  by  name,  but  I  do  know  that  his  labors  are 
not  as  arduous  as  those  performed  by  others 
who  have  received  the  same  or  only  a  trifle 
larger  salary.  I  could  go  on  at  length  with 
this  kind  of  argument  and  give  more  de- 
tails, if  necessary.  Any  gentleman  familiar 
with  the  subject  will,  I  think,  lie  -atMied  that  the 
appropriation  is  not  too  large.  If  the  motion  is  in 
order,  I  would  move  that  the  detailed  list  of  sal- 
aries which  the  Fire  Commissioners  propose  to 
five  should  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Council, 
very  sensible  man  would  then  see  that  they  are 
perfectly  proper. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  know  the 
causes  which  led  to  reducing  the  salaries  of  the 
nine  assistants. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  have  some  data  on 
that  subject,  also.  The  nine  assi-tants  have  hith- 
erto been  paid  $5  per  diem ;  at  that  rate  a  man  by 
last  year's  Appropriation  bill  got  over  S1500.  This 
new  bill  is  simply  calling  it  s-1  per  diem,  which 
will  make,  calculated  per  annum,  about  S1400. 
Now,  sir,  the  persons  who  correspond  to  these 
assistants  in  New  York  receive  only  $l."00per 
annum ;  so  it  seems  to  me  that,  how  well  soever 
they  may  do  their  duty,  they  receive  more 
pay  than  the  same  officers  in  New  York,  who 
certainly  must  have  more  arduous  labor  to 
perform.  It  has  the  appearance  of  reducing 
their  salary  down  to  $1400  a  year,  but  even 
then  it  is  $100  more  than  the  corresponding 
officers  receive  in  New  York.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a 
cutting  down  of  salaries,  but  it  is  economy.  They 
receive  more  than  men  in  New  York.  We  ought 
to  open  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  some  men  are 
overpaid  as  well  as  that  some  are  underpaid.  I 
think  if  the  gentleman  would  talk  with  the  Fire 
Commissioners  a  few  moments  he  would  be  satis- 
fied. At  any  rate  he  cannot  object"  to  these 
changes  as  a  measure  of  extravagance ;  reduction 
of  salaries  is  certainly  a  measure  of  economy,  if  it 
is  either. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Although  this  subject  has 
been  before  several  committees,  and  has  passed 
through  the  usual  readings  here,  it  is  quite  appar- 
ent that  the  members  ol  the  Council  desire  to 
make  a  further  investigation  into  the  matter.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  the  motion  will  pre- 
vail, because  I  think  it  is  proper  and  right.  I 
want  to  say  one  word  now,  while  I  am  up,  which  is 
incidental  to  the  whole  question.  The  suggestion 
is  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  that  I 
made  a  charge.  I  make  no  charge ;  I  only  state  a 
matter  of  fact.  The  gentl  mian  must  not  charge 
me  with  talking  nonsense  here.  That  is  his  word. 
I  do  not  come  here  to  talk  nonsense,  I  come  here 


travel  in  that  company.  I  hope  this  order  yvill  be 
postponed.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  15  says  I 
eould  easily  have  ascertained  the  facts.  Mr.  Pres 
ident,  is  it  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
honorable  Council,  to  plough  around  City 
Hall  to  pick  up  information  which  we  are 
entitled  to  .have  here?  Is  it  my  duty  to  go 
to  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  find  "private" 
on  their  door  ?  and  is  it  my  duty  to  intrude  upon 
their  privacy?  More  than  three  times  have  I  been 
to  their  door  and  found  "private"  marked  upon  it, 
and  I  would  not  intrude  my  humble  person  there. 
It  is  right  to  have  those  figures  before  us,  and  it  is 
their  duty  to  give  them.    The  honorable  Auditor 
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reports  in  print  on  what  has  been  submitted  to 
him,  and  anything  I  have  said  does  not  bear  upon 
him.  But  "it  does  bear  upon  the  commission- 
ers. I  do  not  come  here  to  talk  nonsense,  but  to 
draw  out  facts,  which  may  be  spread  broadcast 
before  the  people.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  what  I 
say  in  this  Common  Council.  I  come  here  not  to 
talk  nonsense,  but  to  do  what  is  my  duty,  and  that 
duty  is  to  look  after  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  hope  the  motion  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  12  will  prevail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  pre- 
vail. There  seems  to  be  a  little  curiosity  in  re- 
§ard  to  what  this  commission  has  been  doing.  I 
o  not  have  any  difficulty.  I  went  by  thereand 
found  "private"  on  the  door.  I  stepped  into 
Chief  DarnrelPs  office  and  asked  him  if  the  com- 
missioners were  busy,  and  he  replied  at  once,  "No, 
go  right  in."  The  gentleman  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners — 

The  President —The  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  to  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  simply  intended  to  state 
how  we  might  get  over  this  difficulty.  If  we  are 
going  to  have  every  committee  explain  every- 
thing, we  shall  never  get  through.  I  can  explain 
in  ten  minutes  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent. 
Gentlemen  must  bear  in  mind"  that  the  Council 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salaries.  The  ordinance 
gives  that  power  to  the  commissioners.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  post- 
pone, or  that  the  Council  will  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Although  these  matters 
have  been  before  the  various  committees,  we  must 
still  acknowledge  their  great  importance,  and  we 
must  recognize  the  right  of  every  member  to  have 
necessary  information  upon  eve"ry  subject  before 
the  Council.  We  should,  it  appears  to  me,  shorten 
matters  by  postponing  the  order.  If  it  should  be 
considered  at  length,  it  will  be  in  accordance  with 
the  rights  of  members.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  ignorance  in  regard  ta  this  Appropri- 
ation bill,  anddf  some  time  should  be  occupied  in 
obtaining  information  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  ill 
spent.  With  regard  to  many  appropriations  I 
know  comparatively  little,  although  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Government  for  many  years. 


Mr.  Biackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail.  This  appropriation  is  for  the  financial 
year,  which  begins  on  the  1st  of  May,  about  six 
weeks  hence,  which  is  ample  time.  The  passage 
of  this  Appropriation  bill  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant duties  we  have  to  perform  during  the  year. 
We  should  act  with  great  care  and  deliberation. 
Although  the  various  committees  have  been  over 
the  estimates  of  the  departments,  still  we  are  not 
here  to  register  their  decrees.  We  ought  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  appropriations  are  right.  In 
looking  over  the  bill  I  find  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Squares  of  44 
per  cent.,  Bridges  85  per  cent.,  and  in  other  de- 
partments the  same  or  nearly  the  same  proportion- 
ate increase,  all  of  which  I  think  cannot  be  ac- 
counted for  on  the  ground  of  recent  annexation. 
A  great  deal  of  money  is  appropriated  here  which 
I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  look  into.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  hope  the  motion  to  postpone  will  prevail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— If  it  is  the  intention  to 
have  every  committee  bring  in  a  detailed  state- 
ment and  explain  it,  I  will  not  object.  But  if  this 
appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department  is  all  that 
is  called  for,  I  can  give  all  the  details  of  that  in 
ten  minutes.  We  can  raise  a  multitude  of  ques- 
tiono,  ramble  over  the  whole  bill,  and  consume 
time  to  no  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  will  explain  their  own  business. 
Here  are  gentlemen  all  around  the  Council  who 
can  tell  all  you  want  to  know,  and  I  presume  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  know  the  facts  as 
well  as  those  gentlemen  do,  and  I  hope  members 
of  the  committee  will  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given)— As  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee for  this  branch  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  ex- 
plain matters  as  far  as  I  can.  I  have  no  desire  to 
intrench  upon  the  rights  of  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  propose  to  offer  an  order, 
if  this  bill  is  recommitted,  directing  the  various 
committees  to  bring  in  detailed  statements  of  all 
matters  relating  to  their  departments. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  to  next  Thursday 
evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  was  carried. 


PETITIONS  AND  BEQUEST   PRESENTED. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  the  upper  story  of  City  Hall,  Charles- 
town,  be  fitted  up  for  cla-s  instruction  in  draw- 
ing. Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Asa 
Wellington,  attorney,  for  compensation  for  Charles 
F.  Burt,  injured  by  a  fall  on  the  sidewalk,  in  front 
of  No.  35  Boylston*  street,  February  22,  1S74,  by  the 
giving  way  of  a  flagstone  a  long  time  cracked  and 
insecurely  placed  over  a  deep  cavity  dug  under 
the  sidewalk,  and  into  which  the  petitioner  was 
precipitated,  large  pieces  of  stone  falling  upon 
him,  by  which  he  was  very  severely  injured.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  (  laims. 

By  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  John 
M.  Grary  et  al.,  for  the  repair  of  Longwood  ave- 
nue and  Prentiss  street.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings.— Report  that  they  have 
had  an  interview  with  the  proprietor  of  Niles's 
Block,  on  School  street,  in  regard  to  leasing  the 
two  upper  stories  of  said  block,  and  that  he  de- 
clines absolutely  any  proposition  from  the  city  for 
the  purpose.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  original  order 
already  offered  by  them,  for  the  leasing  of  house 
No.  30  Pemberton  square. 

The  substitute  order  was  rejected,  and  the 
original  order  to  lease  the  building  No.  30  Pember- 
ton square  passed. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buddings.— Report  in  response  to 
an  order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing  one 
or  more  elevators  in  City  Hall,  that  in  their  opinion 
it  is  both  expedient  and  necessary  that  an  elevator 
should  be  placed  in  City  Hall  building,  and  in  fur- 
therance of  the  same  would  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  procure  the  erection  of  an 
elevator  in  City  Hall  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$12,000;  the  expense  to  lie  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Pub  die  Buildings. 
The  order  was  read  once. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  1 2,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Suivey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying orders  granting  the  petitions  of  F.  M. 
Cook,  Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  S.  J. 
Peet,  Abel  Harrington  and  J".  L.  Maguire,for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings.  The  orders  were 
severally  passed. 

.  By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor — Report 
on  request  of  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  §10,000  for  that 
department  during  the  remainder  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  recommending  that  said  appropriation 
be  made,  and  that  the  request  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means.  Re- 
port accepted,  and  reference  ordered. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department— Report  recommend- 
ing that  request  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $36,000,  be  granted,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  provide  the  means.  Report  accepted, 
and  reference  ordered. 

By  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  a  suitable  candidate  for 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital— Report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  "George  W.  Pope  and  Timothy 
J.  Dacey  as  Trustees  at  large  for  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  a 
ballot. 

Messrs.  Collins  of  Ward  2,  Burditt  of  Ward  16, 
and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

George  W.  Pope  had 51 

Timothy  J.  Dacey 46 

H.W.Pickering 7 

S.  L.  Emery 1 

Lycurgus  McCarty 1 

Ineligible 1 

And  Messrs.  Pope  and  Dacey  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

By  Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Assessors'  Department— Report 
representing,  that  owing  to  the  additional  clerical 


lie, 


»  '(  )  M   \[  o  NT       COU  NC  I  L  , 


c|iii i-i-il    in    i  lie     v      i'     or   '  I  icp  u  ;  menl    mi 

of    Ihe    annexal  ion     ol     I  Ijai  le  ton  d. 
i  and  Weel    Roxbury,  a  i  rn:  n  approprla- 


rcniaindoi  <.l  i  In- 
to be  charged  to 

V'ard   1,  the  rule 


pai  i  to  Hi  -  individual  members   and  employed  of 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  11— I  can  hardly  see  why 
the  Fire  Commissioners  should  be  singled  out  in 
this  matt  ir.  They  have,  through  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  been  ready 
tonight  to  give  any  information  that  may  be  re- 
quired. I  hope  to  see  that  commission  stand  on  a 
par  with  the  'others.  The  Fire  Commissioners  do 
not  object  to  printing  the  list  of  salaries,  and  I 
think  it  would  give  them  satisfaction  to  send  it  to 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— f  hope  the  order 
will  be  made  more  general.  1  do  not  see  why  we 
should  be  satisfied  with  a  bare  statement  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  that  they  want  $2000 .for 
bird  houses  on  the  Common  and  something  else 
for  shooting  butcher  birds.  I  want  to  know  sev- 
eral other  things.  I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
say  he  had  an  order  requesting  detailed  state- 
ments from  all  the  committees  alike. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Want  12—  I  proposed  the  change  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  as  I  supposed  from 
the  current  of  the  debate  that  members  are  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  tins  particular  information,  and 
thought  it  best  .o  frame  the  order  so  as  to  accom- 
plish that.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  right  and  prop- 
er that  it  should  be  limited  to  thati  unless  other 
members  wished  to  find  out  something  from  the 
other  departments.  I  suppose,  from  the  fact  that 
this  matter  will  lie  over  a  week,  that  inquiries  will 
be  made  by  members  of  the  several  committees, 
who    of  course   will  see  that  they   are  ready  to 


sideralile  change  has  been  made  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  it  is  more  necessary  that  information 
from  it  should  be  received. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  am  not  at  all  surprised 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  does  not  like  this 
order.  He  seeks  information,  and  I  think  he  needs 
it.  The  reason  I  offered  this  order  is  that  several 
gentlemen  have  asked  for  the  information.  Every 
other  department  lias  reported  substantially  in  de- 
tail, but  this  one  has  not.  The  Fire  Com- 
missioners, through  their  chairman,  have  re- 
ported directly  to  the  Auditor,  and  not  to 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  They 
have  reported  the  gross,  round  sum  of 
§381,310  for  salaries,  giving  no  details  except  in 
one  instance,  where  it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms  from 
$300.)  to  82500.  That,  alone  is  an  abundant  reason 
why  we  should  call  for  a  report  in  detail,  f  wrote 
that  order  originally  for  the  other  committees  to 

five  information  in  detail  from  Vlieir  departments, 
ut  changed  it  by  request  of  members  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  report  was  in  de- 
tailed form  when  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  and  it  has  been  left  out  in  the 
report  to  the  Auditor.  The  committee  spent  three 
long  hours  upon  this  detailed  report,  it  was  not 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says,  f  cannot  tell 
whether  they  want  ten  bell-striking  machines  or 
not;  their  estimates  for  hay  and  grain  I  suppose 
were  taken  from  those  of  last  year ;  they  have  not 
made  any  material  change  from  the  course  pur- 
sued last  year.  They  have  organized  no  new  paid 
department  since  "they  came  in  ;  it  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  when  they  came 
in.  f  questioned  one  of  the  commissioners 
about  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Fire  Alarms.  He  said  they  went  on 
to  New  York,  where  the  Superintendent  gets  only 


1260  '.  but   ha     an  :i    -i   I  ml  whom    they    pay   (1600. 
We  have  ionic  repairer-  who-e  p.iv  tli<-v    ll 

dUCe  I,    air!   In       a,   i   I  In    ■     I     ii  >\  i.  I      liime    i.i,.-.    !  I, nil 

iii  New  Vie  i..    8  nee  I  hen  i  leai  a  thai   i'i  ill    m<  n 
have  been  on  call  all    night.     Our   (vires  are  on 


In         29000         !■" 


that  the  order  he  aim  mled  -o  a-  to  cover  the  -in- 
gle item  of  salaries. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— I  move  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  inserting  after  the  word  "report"  the 
words  "at  the  next  meeting." 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14— As  chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  !■  ire  Department,  I  am  ready  to  report 
tho-e  salaries  tonight,  in  detail,  if  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  Council.  The  first  on  mv  list  are  the  Commis- 
sioners, $4000  each,  fixed  bv  the  Citv  Council; 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioni  rs, 81500;  Chic  f  Engineer, 
S3300;  A-si-t  ant-Engineers,  S1G00  each;  Engine- 
men,  S1200  each;  Assistant-Enginemen,  SHOO; 
Foremen.  §1250;  Assistent-Foremeii,  81100;  Hose- 
men,  8100;);  KxtinguMiermen,  8100a.  Forfireboat 
— Captain, sl.'iiix  7.">;  Engineman,  sl.a  s  75;  A-sistant- 
Eiigineman.sllsi;  IT,;  mate,  si  180  25;  steward,  deck 
hand,  stoker,  slond  each.  Call  force— drivers,  S1000 
each  ;  foremen,  8300  each;  hosemen  and  ladder- 
men,  $225  each;  three  spare  men,  81000  each.  Fire 
Alarm  Department— superintendent,  82500;  oper- 
ators, 84  per  day,  or  81400  a  year;  repairers,  84  per 
day,  or  81400  a  year;  line  me'n,  83  per  day,  or  S1095. 
I  have  still  another  list  here,  which  takes  in 
Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury.  Charles- 
town — two engim 'men,  81200 ;  t  wo  as-i-t ant-engine- 
men,  SHOO;  six  drivers,  81000;  two  permanent 
foremen,  §1000:  four  call  men,  $300;  fifty- 
three  hose  and  laddermen,  S225;  Brighton- 
one  captain  (permanent),  81000;  one  assistant- 
engineman,  81000;  two  drivers,  8720  each;  twelve 
hosemen,  850  each;  one  call  foreman,  S100.  I 
would  state  here  that  these  prices  are  in  excess  of 
what  was  paid  to  the  firemen  of  Brighton  by  the 
town.  West  Roxbury— one  captain  (permanent), 
$1000;  one  engineman  (permanent);  $1000;  one  as- 
sistant-engiiienian  (permanent),  SOO0:  two  drivers, 
$720  each;  twelve  hosemen,  850  each  :  eleven  ladder- 
men,  S50each;  one  foreman  (call),  §100:  sixteen 
hand-enginemen,  825  each;  two  hand-engine  fore- 
men $50  each;  two  hand-engine  stewards  $85  each- 
Those  are  the  items  as  given  to  me  by  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  time  we  passed  upon  the  appropria- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  said  that 
the  estimates  went  directly  fiom  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Auditor.  He  has  been  misinformed 
in  that  respect,  for  they  were  passed  upon  by  the 
committee  before  they  went  to  the  Auditor,  and 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  stated,  we 
were  some  three  hours  at  work  upon  them. 
At  that  time  the  commissioners  seemed  to 
talk  as  though  they  might  want  to  modify 
those  figures  somewhat,  and  the  chances  are  even 
now  that  they  will  have  to  do  so.  They  may  have 
to  pay  these  men  more  than  is  called  for,  and  they 
may  pay  some  men  less.  As  gentlemen  say,  the 
price  has  been  fixed  heretofore  by  the  Council, 
and  given  in  detail;  now  the  commissioners  have 
the  handling  of  the  matter,  and  they  have  not 
seen  fit  to  do  so,  although  they  are  ready  to  fur- 
nish the  information  when  called  upon.  In 
regard  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  appro- 
priation for  this  department,  1  have  here 
the  several  items  which  have  been  voted 
put  upon  it  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  and  by 
annexation.  The  first  is  for  the  commission,  $12,- 
000,  and  for  clerk,  81500;  ten  engineers,  $9000  in 
excess  of  what  it  was  last  year;  and  if  we  give 
the  three  which  they  have  asked  for  it  will  make 
$13,800  more  than  it  was  last  year.  That  has  all 
been  put  upon  the  appropriation  by  vote  of  this 
Council,  so  far  as  the  number  of  men  goes,  but 
uot  the  price.  In  addition  to  that  I  find  in  their 
list  four  hundred  and   seventy-eight   extra   hy- 
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drants  and  reservoirs  at  $30  each,  making  $14, 310, 
which  is  in  excess  of  what  was  estimated  upon  last 
year.  The  pay  roll  for  men  added  to  the  depart- 
ment "by  annexation  is  $36,000.  The  cost  of  repairs 
and  supplies  added  by  annexation  is  $24,000.  If 
I  remember  rightly,  a  repair  shop  is  also  put  upon 
them  by  vote  of  the  Council,  which  I  believe  a 
good  thing  for  Boston;  this  is  estimated  at  a  cost 
of  $9000.  We  have  there  a  total  of  $110,640  put 
upon  them  by  the  City  Council,  and  in  addition  to 
that  I  find  $16,600  for  permanent  hosemen  and 
ladder  men,  for  which  no  appropriation  was  made 
last  year.  I  believe  there  are  now  thirty-eight 
permanent  hosemen  and  ladder  men  costing  $16,- 
00  more  than  they  did  on  the  old  force,  and  it  is 
also  contemplated  to  still  further  increase  this 
permanent  force,  for  which  they  have  asked  for 
the  monev  in  their  appropriation  for  salaries.  I 
find,  by  figuring  up  the  bills  for  March  that  the 
commissioners  spent  for  salaries  alone  $31,715  34, 
which,  multiplied  by  twelve  makes  $380,584  08, 
while  $384,310  is  the  totalamount  asked  for  salaries. 
Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  am  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man has  mentioned  some  of  the  extras,  but  lie  has 
not  stated  all  of  them.  They  have  got  the  Fire 
Alarm  Department,  Bells  and  Clocks  and  many 
other  things  too  numerous  to  mention,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  the  present  Fire  Department  were 
managed  by  a  committee,  instead  of  asking  for 
$750,000,  they  would  ask  lor  a  million.  I  have  not 
a  sliadow  of  doubt  about  it.  All  this  hullabaloo 
about  the  Fire  Department  is  wrong.  The  com- 
missioners have  worked  arduously  to  keep  their 
appropriations   within  bounds,  and  I   propose  to 


)]in. 
I  try 


stand  by  them.    I  wish  we  had 


been  given  are,  to  my  mind,  very  strong  in  favor 
of  this  report  being  made  in  piint.  I  opposed  the 
Fire  Commission  last  year  very  strongly,  and  I 
should  do  so  again.  But  those  gentlemen  are  en- 
titled to  show  fairly  and  properly  what  they  have 
accomplished,  and  for  that  reason  their  report 
should  be  in  print.  It  was  my  judgment  that  a 
great  amount  could  be  saved  in  the  matter  of 
repairs  and  the  minority  of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment reported  in  favor  of  a  repair  shop.  It  is  said 
the  commissioners  are  accomplish  higgi  eat  results; 
if  they  are  doing  that,  let  them  have  the  credit  of 
it.  Although  1  opposed  their  appointment,  I 
certainly  should  rejoice  in  any  good  work  that 
any  commission  I  opposed  should  accomplish. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  suppose  that  great  word 
hullabaloo  is  aimed  at  me.  Now  in  distinc- 
tion from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
who  voted  against  the  commission,  I  labor- 
ed with  all  lry  might  for  a  commission,  and 
I  felt  considerable  pride,  sir,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  was  adopted  and  the 
commission  appointed.  Now,  sir,  I  have  not 
criticised  any  act  of  this  commission,  except 
the  finding  of  "private"  upon  their  door.  I  have 
not  criticised  this  honorable  committee,  by  a 
single  syllable.  My  idea  of  the  duty  of  a  commit- 
tee is  that  they  shall  report  fairly  and  squarely 
upon  the  facts,  and  not  become  an  ex  -parte  tri- 
bunal, so  to  speak.  They  are  not  personally 
interested,  sir,  any  more  than  you  or  I.  Let 
them  give  us  a  statement  of  facts  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  that  this  discussion  has 
shown  the  necessity  of  a  detailed  statement.  I 
have  not  criticised  the  cutting  dou  n  of  salaries.  I 
stated  that  I  had  heard  outside  that  the  pay  of  the 
men  is  to  be  cut  down;  1  want  to  see  their  figures 
detailed  in  print,  that  I  may  have  the  privilege  of 
comparing  them  with  last  year's  salaries.  I 
would  like  to  compare  them  with  the  amounts 
paid  these  men  individually  last  year.  Now 
sir,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I  fa- 
vored the  ap  ~-"- 
sion,  I  shouli 
to  do  away  with  that  commission,  when  I  found 
that  they  were  not  doing  their  duty  towards  the 
people.  I  have  not  said  they  were  not  doing  their 
duty,  except  in  the  little  immaterial  matter 
which  I  spoke  of.    I  want  to  know  whether  they 


let  them  give  us  the  figures.  I  think  every  state- 
ment made  on  the  subject  is  strictly  and  positive- 
ly in  favor  of  having  a  report  in  detail. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  think  that  the  or- 
der, which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  intended 
originally  to  make,  is  more  nearly  correct  than  the 
one  which  he  has  made.  We  should  treat  all  de- 
partments alike,  and  we  ought  not  to  single  out 
one  department  and   make  them   give  us  details. 


The.  Committee  on  Fire  Department  have  already 
given  as  detailed  a  statement  as  any  other  depart- 
ment. In  €ity  Document  No.  29,  on  page  47,  are 
the  details  of  everything  except  salaries,  and  that 
the  gentleman  will,  of  course,  get  in  the  official 
report  tomorrow.  Furthermore,  if  we  get  the 
report  asked  for  in  the  order,  what  can  we 
do?  We  cannot  control  the  salaries.  We  gave 
the  commissioners  power  to  lix  the  salaries.  If 
we  are  going  to  ask  for  details  of  salaries,  why 
not  call  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
or  some  other  department?  The  Superintendent 
of  Health,  the  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
and  others  direct  ed  their  statements  to  the  Auditor. 
I  do  not  think  this  department  should  be  singled 
out  because  they  ask  for  an  advance  upon  the  ap- 
propriation for  last  year.  The  Paving  Department 
ask  for  an  increase  of  $.'!()(), Oiin  ;  the  police  an  in- 
crease of  $165,000;  the  appropriation  for  Schools 
is  $231,725  greater  than  last  year.  Why  not  ask 
for  details  from  all,  if  we  ask  for  them  from  one. 
I  do  not  think,  whether  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  "private"  on  their  door  or  not,  that  they 
should  be  lugged  in  here  to  prejudice  the  votes  of 
members. 

Mi'.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — That  is  just  it.  Every 
other  department  has  reported  through  the  proper 
committee;  this  one  has  reported  diieetly  to  the 
Auditor.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  make  an 
amendment  to  cover  the  other  departments  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  accept  it,  and  let  it  cover 
all  the  departments. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— As  I  read  this  City 
Document  on  page  57,  "the  foregoing  estimates 
are  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department."  From  that  I  infer  that  the 
estimates  were  submitted  to  the  committee  and 
were  approved  by  them  before  they  were  sent  to 
the  Auditor. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  seems  to 
raise  the  objection  that  the  communication  from 
the  Fire  Commissioners  is  addressed  to  the  Audi- 
tor. It  is  the  same  with  those  from  the  depart- 
ments on  Paving,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Water 
Board,  Market,  etc. ;  he  will  find  thev  are  all  ad- 
dressed to  the  Auditor.  There  is  nothing  out  of 
place  in  it  at  all.  This  whole  thing  is  from  preju- 
dice against  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  (unanimous  consent  be- 
ing given)— When  my  friend  from  Ward  16  direct- 
ly charges  me  with  prejudice,  he  does  me  gross  in- 
justice, to  say  the  least.  I  am  not  prejudiced 
against  that  department.  I  can  always  give  a 
better  reason  than  that  for  the  faith  that  is 
in  me.  I  came  here  to  do  my  duty,  the  word 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  nevertheless 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  I  shall  do 
my  duty.  Certainly  two  of  the  commis- 
sioners, a  majority  of  the  board,  are  my  per- 
sonal friends.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  criti- 
cise me,  let  him  do  it  in  a  manly  way  and  not 
charge  hullabaloo  or  prejudice.  I  am  not  to  be 
intimidated  or  cowed  down.  I  intend  to  stand  by 
what  I  believe  to  lie  right,  if  1  stand  alone.  If  my 
conscience  satisfies  me,  1  know  I  am  right. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  It;  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given)— I  desire  to  say  that  in  using  those 
words  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was  no  more  in 
my  mind  than  anybody  else.  I  do  think  this 
whole  matter  comes  from  prejudice.  I  think  the 
gentleman  proposes  to  do  his  duty,  and  I  hope  he 
does  it.  I  propose  to  do  mine.  I  do  not  intend  to 
browbeat  any  one ;  nor  do  I  propose  to  be  brow- 
beaten. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  see  why  we 
should  not  have  the  report,  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
restricted  to  the  question  of  salaries.  The  other 
estimates  are  given  in  detail  here.  I  move  that  it 
be  restricted  to  salaries.  Nobody  has  made  any 
definite  objection  to  the  whole  bill  except  the 
gentleman  from  Charlestown,  on  contingent  ex- 
penses. I  move  to  strike  out  the  words,  "its  cur- 
rent expenses,  which  shall  include." 

Mr.  Shaw  accepted  both  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
Putnam  and  Mr.  Wilbur. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  see  anv  reason 
why  we  should  make  this  distinction  in 'the  case 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners.  They  have  reported 
the  salaries  just  as  other  departments  have. 
Moreover,  thev  have  furnished  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department  their  list  of  salaries,  and  it  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  courteous  thing  to  single  them 
out.  I  therefore  offer  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  requested  to  report  in 
print  the  particulars  of  the  item  of  $:is4,:uo  for 
salaries  as  reported  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 
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COMMON'     COUNdll, 


Mr.  simw  of  Ward  5—  Tin-  substitute  Is  the  same 

H   111 ij'ilKll,  lilllv   I'llllclll'll    III   clillclellt,   Wolds. 

Mi.  r.nniiit  -iiii'oMiy  difference  is  that  we  do 
ui  trouble  the  Wre  Commissioners!    We  can  get 


Ai;.Mintii:s. 
By  Mr.  Davis  or'  Ward  14— 
oi  ih  nil,  Tlial  until    othcrwis 


Mr.  Davis  ui  Wan  I  II— This  cutler  is  simply  to 
continue  the  rent  that  u-iil  to  lie  paid  by  the  city 
of  (.'liarlestown,  but  the  Auditor  deems  it  neces- 
sary to  pa-s  the  order  before  payment.  1  there- 
fore move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the  order 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  passed — 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  the  orders 
to  allow  $450  per  annum  for  the  rent  of  headquar- 
ters of  First  Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Boylston 
Hall,  and  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  infantry,  in  Mincit  Hall,  and  to  allow 
.Sltllio  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied 
by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall,  were  taken 
from  the  table  and  passed— yeas  58,  nays  0. 

SUMNER  MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 
Mr.  Flatlev  of  Ward  4  tillered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  cause 
to  be  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council  and  the  public  meeting  held  in 
Faneui'l  Hall,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Charles  Sumner,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  printed 


as  a  city  doiiinicnl ,  the  expense  of    the  -.•.im    to  be 
charged  to  I  in-  anpiopi  iaiion  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Oroekei of  H  ttrd  0     [BbOUld    like:  to  hear   a 


littee  can  explain  that. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  is  correct.  The  committee  have  hud  that 
matter  under  advisement,  and  I  think  they  intend 
to  pursue  that  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatlev  of  Ward  4  the  order 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  for  $25  for  extra  services  performed,  be 
allowed  for  payment  provided  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  Auditor. 

'Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

A  CONTRADICTION. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— In  relation  to  an  article 
which  appeared  yesterday  in  the  newspapers,  that 
the  Fire  Commissioners  have  elected  a  Chief  and 
Assistant  Engineers,  I  have  authority  to  say  that 
they  have  done  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  the  story 
has  no  foundation  in  fact.  That  is  for  the  benefit 
tif  aspirants  for  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    23,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  F.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS     DRAWN. 

Thirty-four  traverse  jurors  for  the  April  term, 
first  session,  and  thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  the 
same  term,  second  session,  of  the  Superior  Court, 
were  drawn. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
notifying  the  City  Council  of  the  appointment  by 
him  of  Richard  Frothingham,  Edward  A.  Clark 
and  William  Gray,  Jr.,  as  members  at  large  of  the 
Park  Commission.  The  communication  was  sent 
down. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED. 

Commissioner  for  Cambridge  Bridges — Frederick 
W.  Lincoln. 

Measurers  of  SVood  and  Bark— B.  G.  Prescott, 
William  Keith,  Robert  Hale,  James  C.  Whitney, 
Alfred  A.  Hale,  Thomas  M.  Haskell,  J.  15.  Ouimby, 
Stanley  C.  Burnham,  William  Jordan,  Randall  G. 
Morse,  Robert  Vose,  Ebenezer  Curtis,  William 
Seaver,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Wheeler,  H.  W.  Crafts,  Daniel 

E.  Adams ;  Charlestown— Thomas  J.  Elliott,  El- 
bridge  Walcott,  Charles  A.  Guild,  Samuel  L. 
Tuttle,  John  G.  Abbott,  Jr.,  John  S.  Wiggin; 
West  Roxbury— Robert  Seaver,  Frederick  Seaver, 
Alden  Bartlett,  Cvrus  Marshall,  Horace  Lindall; 
Brighton— Salma'  Kendall,  William  T.  Osborn, 
James  A.  Coggswell. 

Surveyors  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone- 
William  B  Bayley,  E.  A.  Grothusen,  William  H. 
Carey,  Augustus  II  Y  mng,  for  the  city  proper,  and 
C  harles  Power,  Charlestown. 

Measurer  of  Grain— George  P.  Ray. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils — Robert 

F.  Means,  Nathaniel  Cleaves. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Bundle  Hay— Israel 
M.  Barnes,  William  S.  Holmes,  William  R.  Inman, 
Walter  C.  Bryent,  E.  W.  Harding,  A.  J.  Harding, 
A.  J.  Wheeler,  C.  E.  Stephenson,  \\  illiam  P.  Board- 
man,  Samuel  B.  Livermore,  Jasper  H.  Eaton,  E. 

G.  Dudley,  J.  T.  Dalrymple,  C.  A.  (Jpham,  Ebene- 
zer Curtis,  Aaron  Bradshaw,  in  the  city  proper, 
and  John  A.  Dyer,  Charlestown. 

Special  t'oliee  Officers  Without  Pay— William 
E.  Ford  and  Thomas  Collins,  in  connection  with 
their  duties  at  the  Public  Library ;  John  W.  Piper, 
St.  Matthew's  Church  and  its  vieinitv,  Broadway; 
Charles  H.  Myrick,  T  wharf. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    CONSIDERED. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  construct  a 
common  sewer  in  Dorchester  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Blake  street ;  and  in  Elmwood 
street,  between  King  street,  and  Stony  Brook, 
were  considered  and  there  being  no  objection  of- 
fered the  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  and  on  the  latter  petition  the 
committee  were  instructed  to  give  all  parties  a 
hearing. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED   AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Henry  Crane,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Washington  street,  opposite 
Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

A.  H.   Lauten  et  al  ,  remonstrance   against    the 


granting  of  permission  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
at  City  Point,  as  applied  for  by  Harry  Walcott, 
and  asking  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject. 


To  the  Committee  ov  Fanruil  Hull.  Charles  L. 
Mitchell  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  April 
IS  for  a  public  meeting  in  commemoration  of  the 
life  anil  services  of  the  late  ('harle-  Sumner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  H.  W.  Baxter,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Foster  street  in  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  John  McCrilli*. 
Jr.,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  by  his 
express  wagon  being  run  into  by  a  wagon  owned 
by  the  city. 

To  the  Committer  on  Lam /is.  Benjamin  Fobes 
et  al.,  that.  North  Beacon  street,  Ward  Id.  be  lighted 
between  Market  street  and  the  Arsenal  Bridge. 

Thomas  Britton  etal.,  that  gas  lamps  he  placed 
on  Eighth  street,  between  H  and  I  streets. 


To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  S.  Johnson  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Stoughton  street,  Ward  16, 
from  S'-mner  street  to  the  brook  near  Humpurey 
street. 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A.  Way,  for  abatement  of  sew- 
er assessment  in  Parker  street. 

J.  T.  Reed  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sewers  in  Essex  and  l.yndeborough  streets, 
Charlestown,  assessed  in  1873. 

G.  A.  Hamilton  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  a  portion  of 
Washington  street,  Charlestown. 

Michael  Hourihan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Emer- 
son street,  between  H  and  I  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  F, 
First  Regiment  Infantry,  for  an  allowance  of 
■$300  for  repairs  on  armory. 

Alden  Avery  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Sterling 
street,  which  the  heavy  tilling  in  said  street  has 
caused  to  settle  down,  be  raised  to  its  former 
grade  into  Westminster  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  em  Streets.  William 
Gallagher  et  al.  that  Beach  street  be  widened  near 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Boa  rd— Perkins  &  Currier,  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Paris  street,  ne'ar  Brooks 
street. 

Samuel  Austin,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  North  avenue,  Ward  16. 

A.  D.Williams,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  six- 
teen horses  on  Reed  street,  east  side,  between 
Island  and  Farnham  streets. 

P.  J.  Minton,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  rear  of  Adam's  street,  near  Ashmont 
street. 

C.  W.  McCullougli  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  by  John  Christie  at  702 
Fifth  street. 

J.F.Barry  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Spring  park.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Paving.  John  McGreevy 
et  al.,  for  the  repair  of  Prentiss  street,  between 
Parker  street  and  Tremont  street,  and  that  the 
gutters  be  paved  and  brick  sidewalks  be  laid. 

John  Mc(  ireevy  et  al.,  that  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  be  laid  and  the  gutters  paved  on  Long- 
wood  avenue,  between  Parker  street  and  the  estate 
of  the  late  Ebenezer  Francis. 

Minnie  W.  Weiler.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  269  Ruggles  street. 

C.  H.  Elkins,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam  on 
Leverett  street,  near  the  bridge. 

F.  J.  Herthel,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street. 

Proprietors  of  Cattle-Fair  Hotel,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Washington  street.  Ward  19. 

John  Bergen,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  the  streets  in 
Ward  19. 

P.  W.  Smith,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets 
at  the  North  End  of  the  city. 

Peter  McKenna  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Eighth 
street,  between  H  and  I  streets. 

E.  B.  Scott,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  59 
Williams  street,  WTard  14. 

Caroline  Robbins,  wife  of  A.  M.  Bobbins,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damages  at  57  Williams  street. 

Newhall  A  Thacher  et  al.,  that  Purchase  street 
be  repared,  between  Congress  and  Pearl  streets. 

S.  E.  Decker,  for  p  suitable  fence  and  surface 
drain  on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  22,  to  replace  the 
one  removed  when  the  street  was  widened. 

Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
sireets  in  Charlestown. 

Chester  Collins  et  ais.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  the  gutters  paved  on  the  south  side  of  Main 
street,  Charlestown,  from  the  railroad  bridge  to 
the  East  Somerville  line. 

Carney  Hospital  Estate,  for  abatement  of 
nsse^-in'ent  for  siuewalk  on  Old  Harbor  street. 

W.  O.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Adams  street,  Ward  16, 
be  put  in  order. 

Stephen  M.  Allen  et  al.,  for  change  of  name  of 
Shawniut  avenue  from  Guild  row  to  Dedham  line 
to  Washington  street,  in  order  to  make  a  con- 
tinuous avenue  from  Havmarket  square  to  Nor- 
folk County. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  F,  First 
Regiment  Infantry,  for  allowance  for  repairs  on 


METROPOLITAN   CAR    STABLE    OX    BACK    BAY, 

A  petition  was  received  from  Charles  W.  Sea- 
bury,  et  al.,  residents  of  Marlborough  and  Glouces- 
ter streets,  for  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  for  the  removal  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company's  car  hou-e  and  stable  on  Marl- 
borough streec,  near  Gloucester  street.  The 
petitioners   represent  that  they    purchased  their 
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land  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  among 
whicli  was  thai  no  building  except  dwelling 
bouses  should  be  erected  thereon,  and  they 
believed  that  all  adjacent  lots  were  subject 
to  similar  restrictions;  that  the  said  car  house 
and -table  is  maintained  without  authority  from 
the  Board;  that  it  has  become  a  nuisance  by 
reason  of  the  noise  from  the  cars  and  horses  going 
in  and  out,  particularly  late  at  night;  that  a  por- 
tion of  said  building  projects  over  the  street,  ob- 
structing passing  on  that  side  ;  that  it  depreciates 
the  value  of  adjacent  property,  delays  the  erec- 
tion of  dwelling-  and  laying  of  sidewalks,  and  the 
general  improvement  of  that  side  of  the  street; 
that  the  company  have  frequently  promised  to  re- 
move-aid building,  but  have  not  done  so.  although 
it  can  be  done  at  any  time  without  inconvenience 
to  their  patrons. 

Laid  on  the  table  with  the  order  on  the  subject, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Henry  McDonald,  Jr.,  and  Charles 

S  Woffindalc.  con-tables,  being  presented  duly 
certified  by  the  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

OBDEES  OF  NOTICE  PASSED. 

un  the  petition  of  E.  J.  Baker  et  al.,  trustees  of 
estate  of  Walter  Baker,  late  of  Dorchester,  for  an 
assessment  of  damages  cau-ed  by  lo,  anon  of  the 
Shawmut  Branch  of  the  old  Colony  Railroad,  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  the 
subject  on  .Monday,  April  13,  1874,  at  four  o'clock 
P   M 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  T.  Story,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Reed 
and  Farnham  streets,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  April  13,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.,  to  all  who  object  to  granting  the 
same. 

EEPOET  ON  THE  FBANKLIN  FUND. 

The  following  was  received : 

Boston,  March  16, 1874. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  tin-  franklin  Fund: 
Gentlemen— The  account  of  the  Franklin  Fund  for 
the  year  1873  is  as  follows : 
Balance  from   account  rendered  to  January 

1st,  1873 • $11u,ilo  la 

Interest  accrued  durmg  the  year iu,ab<:  m 

Amount  of  funds  January  1st,  1874 182,278  63 

This  amount  is  invested— 
Deposited  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  In- 

surance  Company ........._....  $IB»*B  »f> 

Deposited  in  Provident  Institution  for  barings         298  9o 

Deposited  in  Suffolk  Sayings  Bank 2o3  ,2 

George  W.  Harrington's  bond 2,0  00 

J.  F.Pagefsbond 2,0  00 

William  Evans's  bond 240  00 

Herbert  C.  Lockis 3»"  m 

5182,278  63 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Fredeeick  U.  Tbacy,  Treasurer. 

Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  Cutter  and  Stebbins. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  S1764  74  for  the  expenses  of 
Suffolk-Countv  Jail  for  March  was  received  from 
the  Sheriff ,  and  being  duly  audited  was  ordered 
paid. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  setting  apart  and  fitting  up  a  portion  of 
the  Town  Hall,  Brighton,  for  a  police  station  for 
the  Fourteenth  Division.    Passed. 

Order  to  accept  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in 
relation  to  a  board  of  registrars  of  voters  (City- 
Doc.  No.  34).    Passed. 

ELECTION  OF    TBUSTEES    OF    THE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Report  of  committee  nominating  George  W. 
Pope  and  Timothy  J.  Dacey  as  trustees  of  the  City 
Ho-piial.  and  certificate  of  election  of  said  nomi- 
nees by  the  Common  Council,  came  up  for  con- 
currence. The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Alder- 
men Power  and  Emery  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  report- 
ed as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  W.  Pope  had 12 

Timothy  J.  Dacey 9 

H.  W.  Pickering 3 

And  Messrs.  Pope  and  Dacey  were  declared 
elected,  in  concurrence. 


PAPEES  FBOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Asa  Wellington  and  request  of  the 
School  Committee  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  John  L.  Cook  $25  for  extra  ser- 
vices.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  $2500  additional  to  the 
Assessors'  Department  for  extra  clerk  hire.  Or- 
der passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department  in 
favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  836,000 
for  that  department.  Accepted,  and  request  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Poor  in 
favor  of  allowing  that  department  an  additional 
appropriation  of  siu.ooo.  Accepted,  and  request 
referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Francelia  M.  Gook  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Glover's  Corner,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions. 
Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Highland  Street 
Railway  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Shawmut 
avenue,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  S.  J.  Peet  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  George  street,  beyond  the 
legal  dimensions.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  J.  L.  Merguire  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Hospital  wharf,  Charles 
street,  beyond  the  legal  dimensions.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Abel  Harrington  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  exceeding  the  legal   dimensions.    Order 


Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 


rent,  and  an  expenditure  of  tioOO  for  furnishing 
the  armory  of  said  company  at  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  Washington  streets.  Passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Order  to  allow  Company  D,  Fifth  Infantry,  the 
sum  of  8600  per  annum  as  rent  for  arniorv  at  cor- 
ner of  Bow  and  Harvard  streets,  Char'lestown. 
Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  i*or  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A,  First 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  in  Miiiot  Hall,  and  to  allow 
$1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  now  occupied 
by  said  company  at  Concord  Hall.  Passed — yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  sell,  by  public  or  private  sale,  the  several  lots  or 
parcels  of  land  owned  by  the  city  in  Fort-Hill  Dis- 
trict, came  up  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  words  "or  private  " 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  Board 
ought  not  to  concur.  There  were  two  or  three  lots 
on  which  more  could  be  realized  at  private  than  at 
public  sale.  They  are  small  lots,  and  the  feeling 
of  the  committee  was  unanimous  that  they  should 
be  sold  at  private  sale.  As  a  general  rule  he 
favored  the  public  sale  of  property  belonging  to 
the  city,  but  in  this  case  the  committee  should 
have  the  discretion  to  sell  at  private  sale  if  they 
deemed  lit.  He  hoped  the  Board  would  adhere  to 
the  original  order. 

Alderman  (  utter  asked  if  it  didnot  cover  all  the 
land  on  Fort  Hill. 

The  Chairman  said  he  so  understood  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  hardly  proper  to 
allow  the  committee  to  'ell  the  whole  property  at 
public  sale.  If  it  had  referred  to  only  one  lot  he 
would  not  object.  There  have  been  no  substantial 
reasons  given  for  departing  from  the  rule  of  sell- 
ing at  public  sale. 

Alderman  Fower  thought  if  the  order  were  so 
amended  as  to  empower  the  committee  to  sell  cer- 
tain lots  at  private  sale,  it  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  both  branches  of  the  Government. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  it  was  certainly 
very  desirable  for  the  committee  to  have  such 
power  to  sell  certain  lots  at  private  sale  ;  and  it  is 
desirable  that  they  be  sold  before  the  first  of  May. 

Alderman  Cutter  suggested  that  the  order 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  so  far  as  the 
committee  are  concerned  they  would  agree  to  the 
amendment,  as  the  matter  could  be  arranged  sat- 
isfactorily afterward. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

The  order  for  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department  to  report  in  print  and  in  detail 
the  appropriations  of  money  for  that  department, 
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including  the  salaries  proposed  to  be  paid  to  the 
individual  members  and  employes,  was  considered. 

Alderman  Hall  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
passing  tile  order,  and  unless  some  good  reason  is 
given  for  the  printing  of  the  report  called  for,  he 
hoped  the  order  would  not  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington  saw  no  reason  for  ask- 
ing for  a  detailed  report  from  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment any  more  than  any  other  department. 

Alderman  Brooks  understood  it  to  be  only  the 
salaries  proposed  by  the  commissioners  to  be  paid 
to  members  of  the  fire  Department,  and  he  should 
like  to  have  that  information   printed. 

Alderman  Power  said  all  the  information  called 
jor  was  given  by  a  member  of  the  Council  at  the 
last  meeting  and  was  printed  in  full  in  the  official 
report  and  it  would  be  a  piece  of  extravagance  to 
print  it  in  full  over  again. 

The  order  was  rejected— 1  for,  8  against. 

ADDITIONAL  APPOPRIATIONS   GRANTED. 

The  chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  as  follows: 

Reports  on  the  requests  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, Over.-eers  of  the  Poor,  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries  and  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, for  additional  appropriations,  recommend- 
ing the  pas.sag-  of  the  accompanying  order.  The 
amount  for  the  House  of  Industry  is  in  excess  of 
the  amount  stated  in  the  communication  of  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  but  in  closing  up 
the  pure  bases  of  the  year,  and  paying  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island, 
the  final  requisition  of  this  financial  year, 
the  bill-  for  which  are  now  in  the  Auditor's  Office, 
shows  that  #1730  mi  are  needed  in  addition  to  the 
$1000  asked  for,  and  that  the  amount  of  §1730  39 
is  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  Pauper  Ex- 
penses, in  charge  of  said  Hoard  of  Directors.  The 
committee  also  report  in  the  order  provision  for 
the  transfer  of  $10.370  42  from  the  appropriation 
for  widening  Hanover  street,  No.  2,  to  that  for 
widening  Hanover  street;  an  execution  of  court 
for  damages  sustained  by  said  widening,  between 
Court  and  Blackstone  streets,  making7  it  neces- 
sary. They  also  report,  as  an  appendix  to  the 
order,  the  annual  authority  given  to  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  for  closing  tne  business  of  the  finan- 
cial year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, #30,000;  to  that  for  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  $10, ooii;  to  that  for  the  House  of  Industry, 
$10,000;  to  that  for  East  Boston  Ferries,  $8000 ; 
also  from  the  appropriation  for  Pauper  Expenses 
to  that  for  the  House  of  Industry,  $1730  39;  also 
from  widening  Hanover  street,  No.  2,  to  that  for 
widening  Hanover  street,  $16,376  42;  also  to  make 
such  tran  fcrs  of  appropriations   as   are   required 


business  of  the  financial  year  which  terminates 
April  30,  1874;  all  such  transfers  to  be  reported  to 
the  Finance  Committee  for  ratification. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  request  of  Committee  on  Streets  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  an  order  for  an  ad- 
ditional loan  of  $1 ,620.00(1,  for  street  improvements 
in  the  "burnt  district,"  so  called,  that  in  view  of 
the  facts  contained  in  said  reports,  that  the  order 
accompanying  the  request  for  the  borrowing  of 
said  amount,  to  be  added  to  the  Burnt-District 
loan. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT  LOAN. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  in 
accordance,  with   orders   of   the   City  Council,  the 
work  of  raising  the  grade  of    said   district  will  be 

entered  upon  im liately.    Under  the  provisions 

of  the  act  authorizing  the  work  (chapter  340,  Acts 
of  1873)  all  the  expenses  incurred  in  filling  the  cel- 
lars, back  yards  and  vacant  lots  will  be  assessed 
upon  the  owners,  and  will  constitute  a  lien  upon 
the  lands  filled  and  upon  the  buildings  thereon; 
but  the  expense  of  grading  the  public  and  private 
streets  and  courts  bordering  upon  the  lands  will 
be  borne  by  the  city.  The  parties  who  are  assessed 
can,  if  they  choose,  have  the  a-sessuient  appor- 
tioned into  three  equal  parts,  one  part  to  be  paid 
each  year;  or,  if  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
amount  of  the  assessment,  they  can  surrender 
their  estates  and  recover  the  full  value  from  the 
.eity. 


trict  to  the  grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low 
water,  and  also  of  raising  the  buildings  to  corre- 
spond to  that  grade,  amounts  to  about  $150,00(1. 
Several  streets  will  be  widened  and  extended  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  provided  the  lands  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  are  conveyed  to  the  city 
free  of  expense,  and  abutters  give  release  from  all 
damage's  on  account  of  the  laying  out,  widening 
or  extension,  ami  also  on  account  of  raising  the 
grade  of  the  streets  above  the  grade  of  the  sur- 
rounding territory. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  expense  for  the 
extra  filling  required  in  the  streets,  as  the  extent 
of  the  street  improvements  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. It  is  also  impossible  to  make  any  e.-timate 
at  this  time  in  regard  to  the  amount  which  will  be 
required  to  pay  for  estates  surrendered.  It  is  safe 
to  presume,  however,  that  whatever  amount  is 
paid  on  that  account  will  be  returned  in  full  to  the 
city  treasury  when  the  estates  are  sold. 

The  total  expenditures  on  account  of  raising  the 

frade  of  the  territory,  raising  and  underpinning 
uildings  and  paying  for  estates  surrendered,  will 
amount  to  ;it  least  8300,000.  The  net  cost  to  the 
city  for  all  the  improvements,  including  the  fill- 
ing of  certain  streets  above  the  grade  of  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  will  not  probably  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  ,$200,000. 

The  committee  wrould  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  author- 
izing a  loan  of  82()», ooo,  which  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  all  expenditures  during  the  next  six 
months.  L.  R.  Cutter. 

For  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  to  raising  the  territory  and 
buildings  en  the  Northampton-street  District  and 
paying  for  any  estates  on  said  district  which  may 
be  surrendered  to  the  city  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  240  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1873. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

MISCELLANEOUS      REPORTS      AND      ORDERS      SUB-. 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police — Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions 
of  Davis  Brothers  &  Co.,  73  and  75  High  street; 
George  F.  Moore  &  Co.,  Federal  street,  corner  of 
High;  George  B.Drake  &  Co.,  98  Federal  street; 
Harding,  (iray  &  Dewey,  169  Congress  street;  C.  P. 
Hotsford  &  Co.  et  a/.,  occupants  of  stores  on  Haw- 
ley  street,  for  leave  to  use  projecting  signs  at  the 
places  named.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  all  parties  who  have,  since  the  29th  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1869,  hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fast- 
ened any  sign,  lantern,  show  bill  or  show  board  of 
any  description  whatever,  which  projects  into  or 
over  Milk  street,  or  Oliver  street,  more  than  one 
foot,  to  remove  the  said  projections  forthwith; 
and  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  par- 
ties st  to  do  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
the  Chief-of -Police  is  instructed  to  cause  com- 
plaints to  be  made  against  them  as  provided  by 
section  23  of  the  ordinances  in  relation  to  streets, 
passed  the  29th  of  October,  1869. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows : 

iteport  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  John 
J.  Williams,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ment on  Silver  and  other  streets.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Halleck  street,  between  ttuggies  and  Ward  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  Oct.  5,  1871,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Halleck  street,  be- 
tween Ruggles  and  Ward  streets,  according  to  the 
established  tirade  of  said  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$3500. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Kingsbury  street,  be- 
tween Shawmut  avenue  and  Bainhridge  street. 
Estimated  cost,  $6500.    Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Eastern  Railroad  Corporation 
he  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  station  a  flag 
man  wh  re  their  tracks  cross  Bennington  street, 
East  Boston,  to  notify  travellers  whenever  an  en- 
gine or  train  passes  said  street. 

Read  once. 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Charles  Herman 
the  sum  of  one  hund>  ed  and  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  fifty  cent:-,  in  full  compensation  for  labor  and 
material  furnished  by  him  in  grading  Mechanic 
street  in  1873;  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  an  ac- 
quittance and  discharge  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitrr  for  :ill  damages,  costs    and    expenses  to 


those  holding  leases  under  him  on  ■ 
said  sum  to  be  charged   to   the  appropriation  for 


'  the  raising 


oiling  1 
of   the 


?rade  of  said  street; 


Paving. 

Pa  sed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $79  46,  assessed  to 
Curtis  A.  Martin  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant 
street,  Ward  16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  Martin  M.  Rogers. 

That  the  sum  of  $32  19,  assessed  to  John  Hag- 
gerty  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Bartholomew 
a,  (d  John  Roach. 

Tnat  the  sum  of  $36  90,  assessed  to  Hart  Bailey 
for  edgestones  on  Stoughion  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ella  Holbrook. 

That  the  sum  of  $136  16,  assessed  to  Cook,  Jor- 
dan &  Morse,  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  as  fol- 
lows: Cobb  &  Case,  $43  05;  Roderick  Richard- 
son, $21  52;  T.  W.  Hoxie,  $21  53;  Calvin  Swallow, 
$50  06. 

1  hat  the  sum  of  $20  91  be  abated  from  the  bill 
of  $69  90  assessed  to  John  McElroy  for  edge- 
stones on  Hampshire  street,  the  amount  abated 
being  assessed  "in  error. 

'that  the  sum  of  $16  76  assessed  to  Martin  Cady, 
for  side. valk  No.  11  Athens  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assesse  1  to  John  Flaherty. 

That  the  sum  of  M'sii  lie  abated  from  the  bill 
of  $139  81,  assessed  to  H.  N.  Clark  for  edgestones 
on  Longwood  avenue,  and  assessed  to  "Public 
Building"  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

That  the  sum  of  $60  63,  asse-sed  to  James  Guild, 
and  the  sum  of  §88  03,  assessed  to  heirs  of  Samuel 
Guild,  fir  edge;tones  on  Guild  street,  be  abated, 
and  they  be  assessed  respectively  as  follows: 
James  Guild,  S34  65:  heirs  of  Samuel  Guild,  $97  17. 

That  the  sum  of  $lu  58,  assessed  toB.  F.  Bennett 
for  edgestones  on  Norfolk  street,  be  abated,  and 
th"  same  assessed  to  heirs  of  Thomas  Tolman. 

That  the  sum  of  $71  30,  assessed  to  C.  C.  South- 
wonh  for  edgestones  on  Ee.st  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and   the  same  assesseil  to  C.  C.  Southard. 

Th  't  the  sum  of  $9  68,  assessed  to  James  Shee- 
hon  for  edgestones  on  Dale  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  Jeremiah  Sheehan. 

That  the  sum  of  $212  71,  assessed  to  Micah  Dyer, 
Jr.,  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward  16, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Henry  C.  Mc- 
Duffee. 

That  the  sum  of  $12  34,  assessed  <-o  Joseph  T. 
Walker  fcr  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward 
16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  heirs  of 
Samuel  Walker. 

That  the  sum  of  $29  52,  assessed  to  William  H. 
Brown  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward 
16,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  Michael 
Carroll. 

That  the  sum  of  $87  87,  assessed  to  John  A. 
Pray  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward  16, 
be  abated  and  assessed  as  follows:  C.  C.  Childs, 
$22  80;  William  Manning,  $65  07. 

That  the  sum  of  $68  68,  assessed  to  heirs  of 
Jacob  Bird  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street, 
Ward  16,  be  abated  and  of  said  amount  the  sum  of 
$56  38  be  assessed  to  Ann  and  Sarah  Bird. 

'I  hat  the  sum  of  $44  90,  assessed  to  Brown  & 
Collins  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street,  Ward 
It,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  E.  S.  John- 

That  the  sum  of  $20  72,  assessed  to  Hatch 
Bi  others  for  edgestones  on  Stoughton  street, 
Ward  16.  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
HeniyN.  Hitch. 

'that  the  sum  of  $19  06, assessed  to  William  Jess 
for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  M.  M.  Whip- 
ple. 

That  the  sum  of  32  84,  assessed  to  John  Butland 
for  edge:tones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  L.  Dana  Rob- 
bins. 

That  the  sum  of  $79  70,  assessed  to  Nathan 
Sawyer  for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward 
16,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Henry  N. 
Sawyer  et  al. 

That  the  sum  of  22  59,  assessed  to  G.  W.  Dyer 
for  edgestones  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Edward  Mc- 
Lechnie. 


Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  Grade  Damages— George  H. 
Kuhn,  trustee,  $100,  250  Dudley  street;  Catherine 
McCulley,  $503,    Brighton   avenue,   near  Beacon 
street. 
Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Washing- 
ton street  to  Reed  street,  heretofore  known  as 
Prcscott  place,  be  hereafter  colled  and  known  as 
"Newcomb  street";  andthvttlis  Superinten  lent 
of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street  signs  upon 
and  number  said  street. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  famish   and    set   the    edgestones  on 
Broadway,  between  N  and  O  streets,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets — 

Report,  on  petition  of  Matthew  McCormick  to 
be  paid  for  damages  to  his  leasehold  estate  in  Puf- 
fer's building,  N'o.10  Wilson's  lane,  that  said  claim 
had  been  settled  by  verdict  of  court  and  no  action 
is  requited.    Acce  ited. 

Orders  t:>  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Heirs  of  Frederick  Neff,  $487,  widening  rf  Maga- 
zine steet;  Nathaniel  T.  Safford,  $U2  CO,  widen- 
ing of  Ceylon  street;  Cather.ne  H.  Faum  e,  >580, 
widening  of  Washington  street;  Ezekiel  S.John- 
son, sj3^5o,  extension  of  Magazine  street  to  Dudley 
street.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Ezekiel  S.  Johnson.  $32."0,  widening  and  exLeniling 
Magazine  street  to  I  Midbv  street ;  Mai  v  and  Anne 
Wigglesworth,  $50(1,  widening  Haw  ley  street; 
Charles  G.  Greene,  dames  H.  Heals  N.  G.  Greene, 
J.  G.  Beals  rt  al.,  s:  25,000,  for  th  ir  estate  on  the 
corner  cf  Water  and  Devonshire  streets,  surren- 
dered to  the  city  on  account  of  the  widening  of 
Water  street.    Severally  read  once. 

By  Allerman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department — Report  recommending  that  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Shoe  &  Leather  Insurance  Com- 
pany et  al.,  for  a  steam  fire  engine  in  Chailes 
street,  near  PojTar  street,  referred  to  •  aid  com- 
mittee among  the  unnni-hel  business  of  1873,  be 
referred  to  the  Poard  of  lire  Commissioners.  Ac- 
cepted, and  reference  ordered. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders : 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Paris  stieet,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam 
streets.    Passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
30th  i ust..  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Union  and  Austin  streets  <  hailestown;  in 
Circuit  street,  be, ween  Fenwick  and.  Summit 
streets,  and  in  Regent  street,  between  Circuit  and 
Alpine  streets ;  in  Walnut  avenue,  between  War- 
ren and  Circuit  streets,  and  in  Circuit  stieet,  lo- 
tween  Walnut  avenue  and  Summit  street;  in 
Washington  street,  between  Ruggles  and  Sterling 
stieets;  in  Adams  street,  Dorchester,  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Arcadia  street.  Severally 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  $369  52  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Samuil   Watkins's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in 
Dennis  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon 
J.  Huckins's  heirs. 
Pas-  ed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  th?  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  applica- 
tions for  licenses  as  follows :  G.  E.  Santiey,  to  give 
concert  at  Wait's  Hall  on  Man  b  301  h  ;'  \\  illiam 
Corcoran,  to  give  concert  at  Wait's  Hall,  Apiil 
16th;  Rhodes,  1'aige  &  Co..  for  auctioneer's  license 
at  102  I  earl  street;  Eliot  Dramatic  A«f  ociation,  to 
give  exhibitions  at  45  Eliot  street ;  John  Somers, 
for  transfer  of  hack  license ;  Sherburne  L. 
Swasey,  to  deal  in  seconddiand  articles  at  40 
Salem  street;  William  Lynch,  et  al.,  for  transfer 
of  hack  license;  C.  J.  Johansson,  to  give  con- 
cert in  Beach-street  Church,  April  loth;  John 
Ward,  Manning  A  Kalley,  John  Riley,  G.  H.  Lin- 
nell,  John  Sullivan ,  ('  ha  lies  E  Maguo  e.for  wagon 
licenses;  James  W.  Feuno,  for  auctioneer  s  license 
at5Pemberton  squaie;  L.S.Harvey,  to  keep  in- 
telligence office  at  678  Washington"  street;  Wi  lis 
&  Howard,  for  auctioneer's  iceme  at29y2T<e- 
mont  street;  John  K.  Abbott,  27  Washing. on 
street,  for  renewal  of  auctioneer's  license;  Henry 
O.  Dorkham,  for  auctioneer's  license  at  544  Wash- 
ington street;  Hemy  Graham,  for  hack  stand  at 
4Tremont  row;  A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  conceits  at 
Music  Hall  this  week;  forty  newsboys  anil  minors, 
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applications  for  license.  Abo,  "leave  to  with- 
draw" o.i  petition  for  license  of  Gi'd  y  Rai  son, 
to  ileal  in  second-hand  articles  at  243  Dorchester 
avenue.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Al  lerman  Bigelow,  for  the  Commit  ee  on 
Licenses— lcei  ort  in  favor  <if  granting  the  follow- 
ii  g applcations  for  victual!  us'  license5:  John 
Wiinierholm, '.(!  i\ioiriiuac  sliect;  Fiank  Freeman, 
4CG  Tremont  streel  ;  John  Nelson,  Marginal  street; 
James  Sullivan,  SO  Heasant  street;  William  Tay- 
lor, 85  Bunker-Hill  strict;  John  Wilfert  &  Co., 40 
iioxince  street;  Frederick  Seilig,  14  Co  ih.ll; 
Anna  M.  Lord,  10i7  Shawmut  avenue;  Wolf  lu. 
Massee,  1307  Tremont  stn  et;  .Newton  &  Sou,  135 
Llickstone  streer;  John  Francis,  tGi)  and  -.G2 
North  street;  John  Cullen,  181  North  stieet;  M. 
A.  Hanscoui,  33  lioward  street;  All  ort  E.  1  olh,  15 
Hay  ward  place;  ;1  o  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  ap- 
plications fc.r  victuallers'  licenses  by  J.  F.  Denny, 
No  f,. Ik  avenue  and  .Magazine  street ;  Thomas  M. 
Paine,  338  Main  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engii.es— Report  in  favor  of  grafting  peti- 
tion of  C.  J.  Do aovan  &  Co.  for  leave  to  locate 
steam  engine  near  No. folk  avenue.  Accepted. 
.  ;By  Al  lerman  Brook' ,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey an  1  Inspection  of  Buil  tings— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the 
granting  if  a  permic  to  Jonathan  Stone  to  repair 
wooden  buil  lings.    Order  passed. 

By  Al  lerman  \Vorthingto.i,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  erect  stallos  by  M.  Drinan  & 
Co.,  Howard  avenue;  Annie  !•:.  Ketchnie,  Long- 
wood  avenue;  T.  R.  Ketween,  Church  stie.t;  Abel 
Haningt'ui,  W.i  hington  and  Market  streeiS.Ward 
19;  James  F.Hill,  Atlantic  avenue,  near  market 
sta"G  ;  Thomas  J.  Lane,  Paris  street;  13.  Sheehan, 
Milford  place;  William  Burnett  &  Co,  3^2  Com- 
mercial street ;  and  "leave  to  wdh lraw"  on  peti- 
tion of  William  H.  Taylor  to  occupy  a  stable  on 
North  Anderson  stree.,  No.  37.  Severally  ac- 
cepteJ. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Repoit,  recommending  that  the  order 
respecting  the  location  of  urinals  in  tiitleient 
parts  of  the  city  be  referred  to  1he  Board  of 
Health.    Accepted,  and  reference  ordeied. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories— Reports  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  aci  ompnm  ii.g  orders: 

Ordered,  That'the  armoiy  of  Company  D,  First 
Battalion  of  infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  be  approved  as 
a  .-  ultable  y  laee  for  the  deposit  of  ai  ins  and  equip- 
ments. 

Fassed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  doll  us,  in  repairing  and  f  tirni-hing  the 
armory  of  the  l'irst  Company  of  Cadets,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  No.  91  Tremont  stieet,  saidsumto  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appiopriation  for  Annories. 

Pasted— yeas  12,  navs  0. 

By  Al  lerman  Emery,  for  the  Commitiee  on 
Ful  lie  Bud  lings— Report  lecommending  that  the 
order  to  consider  th3  expediency  of  providing 
suitable  police  stations  in  Ward  19  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pol  ce  on  the  part  cf  the 
Board  of  Al  termer,  they  being  the  proper  author- 
ity to  determine  ihe  neces  ity  for  police  accommo- 
dations. Report  accepted,  and  reference  or- 
dered. 

By  A  Herman  Prescott— 

Ordered,  That  the  Co-imittee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  paving  with 
wooden  1  lo.-ks  that  port'io..  of  Shawmut  a\enue in 
front  cf  the  Wait  Primary  School. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Stein  ins  submitted  the  petition  of 
Patrick  Tracey  el  ah,  for  leave  to  establish  a  ceme- 
tery, which  hid  beeniefured  to  the  Committee 
on  Cemeteries.  As  that  committee  had  been  abol- 
ished, and  their  duties  tram  f  Tied  to  ihe  Board  of 
HeaUh,  he  move  1  th  it  the  peiitioa  be  refer  e  I  to 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  this 
Board.    'Die  motion  was  carried. 

RAILROAD  STATION  IN  WAISD  NINETEEN. 

On  motion  cf  Al  lerman  Stebbins,  the  order  au- 
thorizing the  Water  Board  to  grant  the  u<  e  of 
10,000  square  fret  of  land,  near  Chestnut-H  11 
Re  ervoir,  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  rail wtv  sta- 
tion, for  the  term  of  ten  years,  an  I  on  other  terms 
set  forth  in  said  order,  wis  taken  from  the  table. 

Al  lerman  Stebbins  mo .  ed  that  it  be  referred  te 
the  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  if  the  subject 


had  not  been  before  the  Water  Board  for  two 
years. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  had,  and  that 
board,  under  I  he  ordinance,  had  full  i  ontrol  of  tho 
matter.  The  parties  interested  woul  1  be  satisfied 
with  the  rtfeicnec. 

The  order  was  leferred  to  the  Water  Board. 

THE  SALARY   HILL. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  second  report 
of  ihe  Committee  on  Salaries  (City  Doe.,  No.  33),  as 
follows : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Salaries,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  several  of  the  orders 
establish'!,  g  the  salaries  if  city  officers  for  the 
year  beginning  on  the  first  day  cf  April  next,  hav- 
ing carefully  consiib  red  the  sub.p'ct,  woul!  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  orders  in 
a  new  draft. 

The  only  changes  propo  ed  in  the  salaries,  as 
originally  reporte  I,  are  as  fellows: 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  tho  Public 
Library  is  increased  from  $3300  to  $3000. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  is  increased  f.om  $2200  to 
§2500. 

'Ihe  salary  cf  the  Superintendent  of  the  Lunatic 
Hospital  is  increased  fiom  $2200  to  $2500. 
Respee.fallv  submitted. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins, 

Chairman  cf  Committee. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries,  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
additional  changes  be  made  in  the  salaries  origi- 
nally reported,  as  follows: 

The  alaries.  of  the  street  Commissioners  to  be 
increased  from  $3500  to  $4000. 

The  salary  cf  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Library  to  be  increased  from  $3,7.00  to  $4000. 

The  salaiy  of  the  Sunerintendent  of  Lamps  to 
be  increased  from  §3000  to  $3300. 

Charles  J.  Prescott. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  orders 
were  read  once  by  their  title  and  then  taken  up 
section  by  section. 

Fir.-t  Order— Sections  fixing  salaries  of  City  En- 
gineer at  SCOOt,  City  Survevor  $3600,  Wr.ter  Iteeis- 
tiar  $3030,  1 1  art  or  Master  $1800,  Sealers  cf  Weights 
and  Measures  $2000,  Inspector  cf  Buildi.,gs  $3000. 
S^ven  llv  past  el  without  debate. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  C  ity-Solicitor  at  $5000, 
Fir  t-Assi  taut  at  $3,000,  and  Second-Assistant  at 
$2500.  Alderman  (  utter  moved  to  s.rike  five  hun- 
dred dollars  from  each  of  the  assistants.  Lost, 
and  the  section  adopte  1  as  reported. 

Section  fixing  s;.l  irv  i  i  Street  Commissioners  at 
$3500.  Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  substitute 
the  minority  leport  and  make  the  salary  $4000.  He 
said  the  matter  had  already  Ceen  fully  discus;  ed, 
and  that  sum  fixed  in  the  other  branch  by  unani- 
mous vote.  They  should  have  the  same  salaries 
as  other  commissioners,  "heir  duties  have  been 
largely  increased,  and  required  the  best  talent, 
such  as  the  city  now  has. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Sfeet  Commissioners 
did  not  intend  to  do  as  much  this  year  as  former- 
ly, because  the  city  drbt  is  increasing  so  rapidly. 
It  woul  1  be  better'to  decrease  the  salaries  of  other 
commissioners  rather  than  burden  ihe  taxpayers 
by  increasing  these.  The  Street  Commissioners 
would  work  just  as  well  for  $3500  as  for  $4000. 

Al  lerman  1  rescott  Pad  never  heard  taxpayers 
complain  when  cily  officers  were  paid  good  sala- 
ries, which  he  belie /ed  to  be  good  policy  when 
officials  deserved  it. 

Al  lerman  Power  thought  there  shoul  1  be  no 
di-tinet.ion  in  salaries  between  commissioners  and 
heads  of  tlepar.ments.  Tht  Street  Commissioners 
hive  not  claimed  any  increase  of  salary,  and  it 
never  would  have  let  n  mentioned  had  not  oth'.r 
salaries  been  made  linger.  It  woul  I  be  better  to 
decrease  others  than  to  increase  thee 

Al  lerman  Worthington  favored  $4000,  for  the 
men  would  command  that  in  the  business  any- 
where. '1  hey  give  their  whrle  time  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  can  furnish  any  i.  fo  mation  in  regard 
to  street  wiilenings  which  may  be  de  ire. I.  OthT 
men  with  the  same  experience  could  not  be  ob- 
tained for  $5000.  Goo  1  men  should  not  have  to 
come  around  bcggii  g  for  an  increase  cf  salaiy. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  iheydidnot  nave  to 
give  their  whole  time  to  ihe  business ;  they  did  not 
to  1  every  clay,  ePe  the  Board  woul  1  have  more 
f  equent  communications  from  them.  It  is  of 
course  a  pleasure  to  vote  for  an  increase  of 
salary  and  have  a  man  shake  you  by  the  hand,  but 
he  iobk  more  plea  ur-  in  doing  his  daty.  The 
Superintendent  of  Streets  had  more  responsibility 
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than  any  commissioner  in  City  Hall,  and  yet  the 
committee  bad  not  said  a  word  about  increasing 
his  salary. 

Aldeiman  Power  believed  in  doing  the  city's 
business  as  he  would  his  own,  and  certaii.ly  if  a 
man  had  been  followed  1  y  mi!  fortune  and  fire, 
and  had  had  to  boirovv  millions  cf  dollar- to  pay 
his  debts,  he  would  not  increase  the  salaries  of 
his  employes.  It  is  not  a  time  to  inciease  srlfiries 
when  the  prospective  inciea_e  of  the  city  debt  is 
so  large. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  comrnis  doners 
were  worth  $4000,  and  should  have  it.  He  woulii 
do  so  in  his  own  '.usiness.  The  increase  woull 
not  bankrupt  the  city.  If  the  Board  were  ready 
to  cut  down  the  other  commissioners  to  §3500,  he 
was  willing. 

The  motion  to  make  the  sum  S4000  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Wonhington—  G. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Po- 
teis,  Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

The    sec i ion  was   then    adopted  and  reported. 

Section  fixing  salaries  of  Fire  Commissioners  at 
$4000.  Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  the  sala- 
ry §35'J0.    Lost— veas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Eigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbi:.s,  "Worthington — 7. 

The  section  was  then  adopted. 

Second  order— Section  making  salary  of  mem- 
bers cf  Board  of  Health  $4000  each.  Aldeiman 
Hall  moved  to  make  it  *2000,  for  the  reason  that 
thiee  men  are  paid  for  doing  the  work  of  one. 
The  Board  cf  Health  is  almost  useless  to  ths  city, 
and  as  the  number  of  three  must  be  letainedhe 
proposed  to  pay  what  he  believed  them  vi  orih. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  t  urn  ^3500, 
and  Al  lerman  Hall  accepted  the  amendment. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  hoped  the  section  would  be 
adopted  as  leported.  He  did  not  belie\e  the  re- 
mark cf  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  10  shoult  go 
irpon  the  records  without  contradiction.  Any  one 
who  knows  the  business  of  the  Board  cf  HeaLh 
knows  that  no  one  man  can  do  the  work  those  thiee 
men  do.  Boston  had  such  a  board  fifty  years  ago, 
and  it  certaii  ly  is  needed  more  now  *'ban  then. 

Alderman  Hall  replied  that  he  could  not  find 
anything  that  board  had  done  since  the  smallpox 
had  been  abated. 

Aldeiman  Cutter  thought  there  should  be  a 
board  of  health  in  case  there  was  an  <  piJemic, 
but  he  did  not  know  that  they  weie  doing  much 
good  at  present.  He  was  surprised  that  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  9  was  so  in  favor  of  high  salaries 
for  commissions  in  view  of  the  development  at 
Wathington;  but  the  gentleman  had  served  on  the 
School  Committee  which  had  voted  very  high 
salaries. 

Allerman  Prescott  would  not  defend  the  school 
board,  but  he  believed  the  memtors  of  the  Board, 
of  Health  are  laboring  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city.  He  believed  such  a  board  was  necessaiy  to 
prevent  disease. 

Alierman  Power  acknowledged  the  importance 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  but  they  had  been  permit- 
ted to  do  other  business,  and  had  not  done  what 
those  who  voted  to  establish  the  commission  had 
expected.  He  did  not  dispute  their  ability,  but 
they  are  employing  assistants  in  eveiy  part  of  the 
city  to  do  work  that  they  were  appointed  to  do. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  surprised  at  the 
last  remarks.  He  believed  the  Board  of  Heal.h 
were  doing  their  duties  fairhfullv.  Dr.  Duigin 
and  Mr.  Wincing  attend  to  their  dudes  all  the 
time,  and  Mr.  Boardman  is  last  closii  g  up  his  law 
bu-iness.  They  had  accomplished  moie  in  their 
first  six  months  than  can  be  wiped  out  mine  or 
ten  years.  Dr.  Durgin  is  about  the  city  every  day 
looking  after  nuisances,  to  prevent  disease.  If 
they  find  pso;le  living  in  clamp,  filthy  pLiees,  the 
board  orders  them  to  move  out.  They  love  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  and  this  Board 
shouli  encourage  them. 

Alaeiman  Power  said  the  expenses  of  the  Health 
Department  we,e  rapidly  increasing,  but  it  had 
been  expected  that  they  would  decrease  if  ihe 
Board  of  Health  was  established.  They  a.e  to 
have  an  appiopriation  of  §16,000  for  in-pectors, 
work  which  the  members  of  that  board  should  do 
themselves  Tney  are  men  of  intelligi  i.ee,  who 
could  not  be  bribed  for  ten  dollars  to  neglect  a 
nuisai.ee  where  one  existed.  Jf  they  atiended  to 
the  woik  that  belonged  to  them,  and  dispensed 
with  so  much  assistance,  he  woull  be  willing  to 
pa   them  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 


Al  Jerman  Prescott  stated  that  one  man  alone  in 
that  office  had  visited  1(','-'.'J'J  places  and  made  126 
seizures  if  meat  not  fit  to  be  sold  in  this  city.  The 
fict  that  the  city's  health  is  so  good  is  in  part 
owing  to  the  labors  cf  that  board.  There  has 
1  itely  be;n  est  alii  hed  a  fire  pat/ol;  suppose  in  a 
few  years  the  number  of  fires  should  be  dimir- 
i  hej,  would  gentlemen  advocate  the  abolition  cf 
the  patrol? 

Aldeiman  Power  said  that  it  was  notorious 
that  nuisances  existed  in  the  city,  but  if  ihe  mem- 
bers of  that  Board  went  round  th  msehes  Hie 
business  would  be  1  etter  at. ended  to  than  it  is  by 
the  inspectors  employed  by  them. 

Allerman  Hall  doubted  very  much  if  anyone 
knew  what  the  nr  mber- of  the  Board  of  Health 
do  themselves,  although  their  assistants  may  work 
a  great  deal. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  wanted  to  see  the 
record  of  the  commissioners  Ihemselves.  He  did 
not  believe  their  agent  weie  trustworthy.  He  be- 
liev  d  Superintendent  Fonistall,  rdone,  would  do 
as  well  as  the  Board  of  health.  What  was  wanted 
was  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Worthington  knew  the  Board  of 
Health  were  don  g  their  duly  well.  They  have  or- 
ganised ihe  department  thoroughly,  anu  have  as- 
sistants wfco  go  lound  and  repo.t  f.om  day  to 
day.  Bef  are  this  board  was  established  nothing 
was  done.  If  we  had  had  a  good  Board  of  HeaBh 
we  s  oulj  not  have  had  the  smallpox  epidemic. 
Ths  health  of  the  city  row  is  beiter  than  it  has 
been  for  years.  He  would  be  glad  to  know  if  any 
mspec.or  did  i  ot  do  his  du;y,  for,  if  it  could  be  as- 
certained, h  ■  would  have  to  go. 

Alderman  Biooks  believed  in  paying  a  fair  price 
for  labor,  and  heie  woull  be  a  chance  to  save 
money.  The  man  who  takes  hi-  l'fe  in  his  hand  to 
fight  fire  is  reduced  f.om  §300  to  §L'2.r>,  and  noth- 
ing is  said.    The  salaries  should  be  made  equal. 

Aldeiman  Power  did  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposing  ihe  Board  of  health.  No  one 
had  advo.  ated  it  more  strongly  than  he.  But  the 
board  had  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  of 
those  who  advocated  it.  Instead  of  dec  reasii  g 
the  expenses,  th1  y  had  been  increased.  The  du- 
t*e  •  are  lesponsil  le.  'I  he  men  employed  as  assist- 
ants are  not  re-i  o..sille  to  the  Board  of  Al  lermen, 
and  they  did  know  whether  they  are  above  cor- 
ruption or  not.  Some  people  are  compelled  to 
abate  nuisances,  ;nd  some  who  maintain  nui- 
sances are  unmc  lested. 

'1  he  mo. ion  >o  make  the  salary  §3503  was  lost  by 
a  tie  vote. 

Yeas— Alleimen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power—  6. 

Nays — Aldeimen  Pigclow,  Clark,  Emery,  Pres- 
cott, Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 


ris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  ^  ondnngioi. 

Nays— Alaermen  hiooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

The  section  was  then  adopted. 

Se  tion  fixing  s;  lary  of  Superintendent  of 
Health  at  §3300,  and  allowing  him  the  usecfa 
hor;  e  and  vehic  le  at  the  expense  ef  the  city. 

Aldeiman  Hani >  asked  if  this  horse  belonged 
to  the  c  ity. 

The  Chairman  said  it  is  understood  that  it 
belonged  to  the  city  and  is  stabled  at  the  city 
stables. 

Al  .erman  Cutter  asked  if  it  meant  one  horse  or 
more;  he  understood  that  some  superintendents 
kept  two  or  three  horses,  and  were  in  the  habit  of 
jockeying. 

Al  .einian  Stebbins  did  not  believe  Superinten- 
dent Fonistall  would  be  guiliy  of  such  a  thing. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  heads  of  departments 
were  voted  one  horse  and  were  allowed  to  keep 
three,  sometimes.  He  himself  had  I  ought  a  hoioe 
from  Mr.  Forris tall  for  use  on  a  biiclge.  He  did 
not  accuse  him  of  jockeying,  but  he  did  not  think 
superintendents  ought  i<>  keep  th.ee  or  four hoises. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Health  Department 
have  to  buy  many  hoises,  some  of  \vh  eh  are  unfit 
to  work  on  pavements.  Two  were  bought  for  the 
cemeteries  which  did  very  well,  but  weie  unfit  for 
the  citv,  and  that  may  have  1  ecu  the  case  with  the 
horse  for  the  bridge.  He  did  not  be.  lieve  Mr.  For- 
estall kept  two  or  three  horses  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense. 

Al  .erman  Worthington  wanted  to  know  if  any 
heads  of  departments  kept  three  horses  at  the 
city's  expense? 

Aldeiman  Culter  had  talked  with  them  about  it, 
and  th  y  said  one  horse  could  not  do  the  work  antl 
they  are  obliged  to  keep  moic.     He  stated  this 
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that  members  of  the  Board  may  understand  the 
question. 

Aide,  man  Worthington  had  never  heard  of  such 
a  thing  before,  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  G 
knew  of  such  a  ease  he  should  designate  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  sorry  the  Committee  on 
Health  did  not  know  more  of  their  business. 

Alderman  Power  said  gentlemen  would  not 
have  much  difficulty  in  finding  out  that  the  heads 
of  departments  "keep  more  than  one  horse.  The 
head  of  his  department  (sewers)  says  one  horse 
cannot  do  the  work  and  he  requires  two.  He 
keeps  his  horses  in  the  city  yards  at  the  South 
End. 

'J  he  section  was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  City  Physician  at  $3000, 
and  allowing  him  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at 
the  city's  expense. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  where  this  horse  was 
kept. 

Alderman  Stebhins  understood  he  was  allowed 
to  board  his  horse  near  his  residence. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  this  salary  used  to  be 
§1500,  and  it  was  increased  last  year  on  condition 
that  he  should  give  medical  attendance  at  the 
station  houses,  but  he  lefuses  to  do  it,  and  the 
Police  Department  have  to  pay  bills  of  considera- 
ble magnitude  every  month  in  consequence. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Sections  fixing  salary  of  Post  Physician  at  $1000: 
Citv  Registrar  at  $3on6,  etc.,  adopted. 

'third  order— Section  fixing  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Library  at  $3000.  Alderman 
Prescott  moved  to  make  it  $4000,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  minority.  He  believed  the  offi- 
cer worth  it.  Our  Public  Library  is  the 
largest  in  the  country.  Other  cities  have 
endeavored  to  induce  our  Superintendent 
to  leave  Boston.  He  had  been  ottered  nearly 
double  his  present  salary  in  two  other  cities.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  Superintendent  would  go  if 
his  salary  was  not  made  $4000,  but  that  compensa- 
tion was  "but  fair  and  just.  The  salary  is  the  same 
now  as  't  was  lief  ore  the  large  increase  of  labor  by 
the  etablishment  of  the  several  branches.  If  a 
vacancy  occurs  there  it  would  require  two  men  to 
ttll  his  place. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  s;j;;ni>,  the  same  as  last  year.  ' 

The  Chairman  said  the  larger  sum  would  take 
precedence  in  pulting  the  vote. 

Alderman  Siebbins  did  not  wish  to  underrate 
the  value  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, but  thev  hail  also  an  ellicient  President  of 
the  board  of  Trustees.  The  reasons  stated  in  the 
other  branch  were  sufficient  to  induce  the  com- 
mittee to  report  $3600,  but  he  saw  no  reason  for 
making  his  salary  more  than  the  other  superin- 
tendents. 

Alderman  Power  noticed  that  the  expenses  of 
the  department  were  increased  about  $45,000,  and 
there  were  just  the  same  reasons  for  increasing 
other  salaries  as  this. 

Alderman  Wortlnngton  favored  $4000,  because 
the  gentleman  is  wor'h  it.  He  had  been  offered 
$5000  to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  $7000  to  go  to  Chica- 
go, but  would  remain  here  at  $4000.  He  should 
be  paid  that  salary  and  be  kept  in  Boston. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  think  the  extravagant 
salaries  paid  in  Cincinnati  or  Chicago  shoulJ  be 
any  rule  for  Boston,  which  has  the  best  govern- 
ment on  this  continent.  He  hoped  Boston  would 
keep  up  its  reputation  for  economy. 

Alderman  (utter  said  the  Superintendent  was 
raised  last  year  $300.  The  year  before  that  he  pe- 
titioned for  more  salary,  and  stated  that  if  he  did 
not  get  it  he  would  leave.  But  he  remained  at  the 
old  salary,  and  I  venture  to  say  he  will  stay  now. 
If  this  hoard  keeps  on  putting  up  salaries  he  did 
not  know  but  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  them 
fixed  by  act  of  Legislature,  like  the  Mayor's,  if 
the  new  members  were  always  trying  to  raise  sal- 
aries. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  position  required 
extraordinary  literary  ability  and  talent,  lo  fill 
the  present  place  would  require  one  man  to  look 
after  the  books  in  this  country  alone.  Here  is  an 
institution  of  great  benefit  to  all  classes  in  Bos- 
ton, and  it  has  been  brought  to  its  present  posi- 
tion througn  the  almost,  superhuman  efforts  of  the 
Superintendent.  He  did  not  know  the  gentleman 
personally,  having  only  spoken  to  him  twice. 

Alderman  Stebiiins  admitted  the  ability  of  the 
Superintendent  to  be  the  best  in  the  country,  but 
the  President,  Mr.  Greenough,  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Hillard  and  Dr.  Greene,  all  gave  a  great  deal 
of  labor  and  attention  to  the  library,  and  their 
work  was   invaluable    and  could  not  be  procured 


for  mon"y.    Mr.  Winsor   is   an    eminent  scholar, 
but  in  raising  salaries  the    Ci.y  Council  should  be 


ri',  Stebhins  and  Peters  in  regarl  to  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  report,  the  motion  to  make  the 
salary  $4000  wa<  rejected. 

Yeas— Al  lermen  Peters,  Prescott  and  Worthing? 
ton-3. 

Nays— Aldermen  BigelOW,  Brooks,  Clark, Cutter, 
Emery,  Hall,  Harri-,  Power,  Stebbius— 9. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  make  it  $3300  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Al  lerm  in  Clark  said  he  had  the  honor  to  he  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  and  believed 
the  Superintendent  cheap  at  $4000  a  year,  and  f 
he  were  to  leave  Boston  his  place  could  not  he 
supplied  for  that  sum.  But  he  propo  ed  to  sus- 
tain the  iei  omniendatious  of  the  committee,  feel- 
ingitimpo-sibl  i  to  get  $4000  .his  year.  The  Super- 
intendent's labors  have  been  increased  during  the 
past  year,  and  he  has  to  attend  to  the  branches  in 
person  just  the  same  as  he  does  to  the  Central 
Library.  No  library  in  the  United  States  is  man- 
aged with  greater  ability  than  ours. 

After  further  brief  discussion  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Power  was  lo-t. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Krooks,  Cutter,  Power— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  (Talk,  Emery,  Hall' 
Hariis,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebhins,  Wor.hington— 9. 

The  section  was  then  adopted  making  the  salary 
$3000. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers at  83300  and  allowing  him  a  horse  and  vehicle, 
at  the  expense  of  the  iity. 

Alderman  Wor.hington  asked  if  this  department 
had  more  than  one  horse. 

Al  lerman  Power  said  he  had  two  horses,  be- 
cause they  were  necessary. 

Al  lerman  Stebhins  said  if  he  drove  one  at  a 
time  it  is  all  right. 

Alderman  Wo.tbington  asked  if  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  approve  1  the  bills  for  two  horses,  when 
they  are  not  allowed  by  the  order. 

Al  lerman  Power  replied  that  one  horse  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  department.  He  does  keep  two 
horses,  but  only  uses  one  at  a  time.  If  gentlemen 
wish  to  investigate  the  matter  he  should  be  happy 
to  assis;  them. 

Alderman  Wortlnngton  wanted  a  direct  answer 
to  the  questio .1  whether  Alderman  Power  ap- 
pioved  the  bill  for  more  than  one  horse. 

Alderman  Power  had  not  the  slightest  diffidence 
in  saying  that  he  approved  any  bill  for  two  horses 
brought  by  the  Superintends -nt  of  Sewers  when 
he  (the  Al  lerman)  believed  they  were  needed  for 
the  department,  and  he  would  approve  the  bills 
for  a  dozen  horses  if  they  weie  necessary. 

Alderman  Worihington  agreed  that  he  had  some 
things  to  lerm,  and  wanted  to  kr.ow  if  he,  as 
chairman,  was  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  four 
or  five  horse.'. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  authorized  to  do 
so,  because  his  committee  had  not  put  any  restric- 
tions upon  him,  and  he  had  such  confidence  in  the 
Superintendent  that  he  would  approve  any  bills 
the  Superintendent  said  were  correct. 

I  lderman  Clark  submitted  the  question  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  had  the 
right  to  appiove  such  bills.  He  did  not  believe  he 
or  any  other  chairman  had  such  right. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  had  often  spoken  of  the  principle  involved,  and 
wanted  to  know  if  he  was  bound,  in  his  guileless 
innocence,  to  approve  all  such  bills,  simply  be- 
cause they  are  presented  by  the  Superintendent. 

Alderman  Power  said  he 'would  go  still  further, 
and  believed  he  had  the  right  to  approve  bills  for 
a  dozen  horses.  He  asked  if  any  one  knew  how 
many  horses  the  Health  Department  had. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  did  not. 

Aldeiman  Power  said  the  Health  Department  is 
far  behind  in  its  business ,  because  it  has  not 
enough  horses  to  clean  the  stieets  with. 

Alderman  Stebhins  agreed  with  Alderman  Pow- 
er's position.  The  city  is  bound  to  furniththe  Su- 
perintendent a  hoi>e,  and  if  one  gets  disabled 
thev  are  bound  to  approve  the  bills  for  another. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  the  same  rule 
applied  in  alldepartments. 

Alderman  Stebhins  replied  that  there  are  many 
horses  in  the  Health  Department  which  are  on  the 
sick  list,  which  should  be  exercised  gently,  and 
the  Superintendent  or  his  assistants  could  use 
them. 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
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Committee  on  Sewers,  but  did  not  know  before 
that  the  committee  was  allowed  to  keep  more  than 
one  horse. 

Alderman  Clark  wanted  to  know  if  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  kept  two  horses. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  he  did,  and  if  he 
needed  more  the  committee  would  get  them. 

Alderman  Clark  doubted  the  right  of  the  com- 
mittee to  do  this  thing,  and  he  would  move  to 
amend  the  section  so  as  to  allow  the  Superintend- 
ent as  many  horses  as  are  necessary. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  it  best  to  leave  out  all 
about  the  horse  and  vehicle,  and  moved  it  be 
stricken  out. 

Alderman  Brooks  did  not  believe  committees 
had  the  right  to  keep  more  than  one  horse  under 
that  order.  A  horse  does  not  mean  two,  and  he 
thought  the  Alderman  from  Ward  112  had  stretched 
his  conscience  a  little. 

Alderman  Clark  believed  the  horse  necessary, 
but  did  not  tbink  the  committee  had  the  right  to 
have  more  than  one. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Al- 
derman Harris  moved  to  insert  the  word  "only" 
after  the  word  "vehicle." 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  substitute  the 
words  "one  or  more  horses."  If  it  was  necessary 
to  have  more  than  one,  let  them  have  it. 

Alderman  Power  thought  that  under  their  pres- 
ent authority  the  committee  had  full  power  to 
procure  as  many  horses  as  they  needed  to  do  the 
business,  and,  as  chairman,  he  'had  felt  no  consci- 
entious scruples  about  approving  the  bills. 

Alderman  Emery  could  see  no  occasion  for  any 
amendment.  If  a  horse  got  tired  out  and  unfit  for 
service  another  one  must  be  had,  and  he  supposed 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  two  or  three  sometimes, 
in  order  to  have  one  ready. 

Alderman  Harris's  amendment  was  lost — 4  foi, 
S  against. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  make  it  "one  horse," 
and  that  was  carried,  and  the  section  as  amended 
was  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Streets  at  $3600,  and  allowing  him  the  use  of  a 
horse  and  vehicle  at  the  city's  expense. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  how  manv  horses  he 
had. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  unable  to  state. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  generally  has  but  one 
horse,  but  when  he  cannot  get  along  with  one  he 
gets  another. 

Alderman  Clark  doubted  the  propriety  of  such 
an  answer  to  a  question  for  information. 

Alderman  Power  had  known  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  use  200  horses,  and  if  heTneeded  400 
the  committee  would'get  them.  There  is  no  ex- 
travagance in  that  department  or  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. 

Alderman  "Worthington  thought  there  was  a 
principle  in  this  thing  which  should  be  followed. 
They  were  talking  continually  of  economy.  Gen- 
tlemen talk  one  way  one  minute  and  another  the 
next.  The  question  was  whether  chairmen  of 
committees  should  approve  such  bills  not  author- 
ized by  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  prided  himself  on  his  economical  principles.  It 
is  not  the  number  of  horses,  but  the  principle  that 
is  involved. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  would  aot  feel  author- 
ized to  approve  bills  for  moreth^_  one  horse  in  his 
department,  and  under  the  ordinance  no  gentle- 
man had  the  right  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  the  superin- 
tendents had  the  right  to  use  more  than  one  horse 
at  a  time,  but  they  had  aright  to  a  horse,  and  he 
as  chairman  had  the  right  to  approve  bills  to  give 
them  a  horse,  if  they  had  to  keep  three  or  more. 
It  was  economy  to  buy  an  extra  horse  and  keep 
it,  rather  than  hire  one.  If  it  became  necessary  to 
buy  a  thousand  horses  for  the  Paving  Department 
he  felt  that  the  committee  had  power  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Clark  said  it  was  supposed  that 
enough  horses  would  be  kept  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  each  department,  but  he  did  not  believe 
the  chairman  was  authorized  to  approve  bills  for 
just  as  many  horses  as  the  Superintendent  thinks 
necessary.  He  would  recommend  a  joint  special 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power  would  be  happy  to  assist  in 
such  an  investigation.  He  would  approve  bills 
for  as  many  horses  as  are  necessary  to  do  the 
business. 

Alderman  Hall  said  a  horse  could  not  stand  more 
than  fifteen  miles  a  day.  His  department  (Lamps), 
had  two  horses,  and  could  not  get  along  with  one. 
The  Alderman  closed  by  moving  to  make  the  sala- 


ry of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  $4000,  urging 
as  a  reason  therefor  the  increased  labors,  and  the 
ability  of  the  officer. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  question  at  issue  was 
the  authority  of  the  chairman  to  approve  the  bills 
for  more  than  one  horse.  This  discussion  had 
brought  out  some  facts  he  was  not  aware  of  be- 
fore. If  thp  horses  were  necessary  the  ordinance 
should  be  changed. 

Alderman  l'rescott  said  this  had  been  a  growing 
evil  and  he  thought  no  head  of  a  department  had 
the  right  to  keep  more  horses  than  are  allowed  in 
the  order.  He  believed  it  to  be  folly  for  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Lamps  to  keep  more  than  one 
horse,  for  the  Superintendent  was  in  City  Hall 
four  or  five  hours  a  day.  It  is  a  profitable  discus- 
sion and  he  hoped  the 'matter  would  be  settled  be- 
fore they  got  through  and  they  should  learn 
whether  heads  of  departments  had  been  keeping 
horses  for  their  own  private  use. 

Alderman  Hall  claimed  that  no  one  horse  could 
do  the  duty  required  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  and  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting that  restriction  in. 

Alderman  Hall's  motion  to  make  the  salary 
$4000  was  lost. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  bigelow,  l!rook>,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Harris,  l'rescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington 
-  9. 

The  section  was  then  adopted  as  reported. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  at  s::iioo  and  allowing  the  use  of  a 
horse  and  vehicle  at  the  city's  expense. 

Alderman  Biooks  inquired  how  many  horses 
there  are  in  this  department. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  Superintendent  for- 
merly had  two,  one  furnished  by  the  city  and  the 
other  owned  by  himself,  but  the  latter  got  burned 
in  the  Berkeley-street  tire  last  fall,  and  he  had  got 
along  since  with  one.  He  would  probably  have  to 
use  more  this  season. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  if  that  was  for  himself 
or  each  assistant. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  he  did  not  think 
his  associates  had  more  than  one. 

Alderman  Brooks  was  for  economy,  and  did  not 
believe  in  keeping  two  or  three  horses  when  the 
order  allowed  only  one. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  amend  by  making 
it  "one  or  more  horses."  He  believed  more  than 
one  necessary  in  that  department. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  deemed  it  essential. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
vote  for  it  after  the  construction  which  had  been 
put  upon  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  a  proper  construc- 
tion, otherwise  why  put  in  anything  about  horses 
or  vehicles?  He  believed  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  needed  more  than  one  horse. 

Alderman  Brouks  moved  to  make  it  "two 
horses." 

Alderman  Power  hoped  it  would  not  prevail.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  have  half  a  dozen  horses  the 
committee  has  power  to  procure  them.  Commit- 
tees have  the  right  to  spend  s.mio  without  coining 
to  the  Council  for  an  order.  When  one  horse 
breaks  down  they  must  get  another,  and  that  is 
what  the  different  departments  do. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  it  was  the  bills 
for  the  keeping  of  these  extra  horses  that  the 
chairmen  have  to  approve,  when  the  order  says 
they  shall  keep  only  one.  That  is  the  point  they 
wanted  to  come  at. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  when  one  horse  gives 
out  and  they  have  ■  to  get  another,  should  they 
knock  the  first  one  on  the  head,  the  expense  of 
hiring  a  horse  and  carriage  would  be  enough  to 
cover  the  keeping  of  an  extra  horse. 

Alderman  l'rescott  thought  the  ground  o*  the 
last  speaker  untenable.  Committees  have  no 
more  right  to  furnish  heads  of  departments  extra 
horses  without  an  order  of  the  Council  than  they 
have  to  furnish  extra  accommodations  when  the 
rooms  assigned  them  in  City  Hall  are  not  large 
enough. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  the  same  principle 
applied  to  salaries  as  well  as  horses. 

The  amendment  "one  or  more  horses"  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  section  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  at  $1800  per"  annum. 

Alderman  Clark  asked  why  this  officer  was  not 
allowed  the  privilege  of  ke'eping  a  horse.  This 
was  his  third  year  in  the  Board,  and  he  was  not 
before  aware  that  any  heads  of  departments  used 
more  than  one  horse.    He  proposed  to  put  in  an 
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order  requesting  the  chairmen  of  committees  to 
report  to  this  Hoard  how  many  horses  are  used  in 
the  departments. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  as  well  to 
know  how  many  horses  and  carriages  the  different 
Aldermen  are  using. 

Alderman  Clark  presumed  that  such  members 
as  keep  horses  are  able  to  pay  for  them,  and  the 
keeping  of  them. 

Alderman  ower  meant  bow  many  horses  and 
carriages  they  got  from  Maynard's  and  other 
places. 

Alderman  Peters  raised  the  point  that  this  dis- 
cussion had  nothing  to  do  with  the  section. 

The  Chairman  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Power   asked   unanimous   consent  to 


"An",; 


Lldermen  Peters  and  Harris  objected. 

Alderman  Hall  understood  Alderman  Clark  to 
move  to  amend  so  as  to  give  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Lands  a  horse,  and  be  supposed  there 
was  an  attempt  to  make  a  little  political  capital 
out  of  this  thing. 

Alderman  Clark  did  not  propose  to  bring  poli- 
tics into  the  Board.  That  had  not  been  done  hith- 
erto and  would  not  be  done  now  unless  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10.  He  did  not  make  the 
motion  referred  to. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Sections  fixing  salaries  of  Superintendent  of 
Printing  at  $2500,  and  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  at  §2500.    Adopted. 

Section  fixing  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  at  §500.  Alderman  Brooks  moved  to 
make  it  §101),  as  this  office  and  that  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Market  were  held  by  the  same  person, 
and  after  brief  discussion  and  explanation  by 
Aldermen  Prescott  and  Emery,  the  motion  was 
lost  and  the  section  adopted. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3000.  Alderman  Prescott  moveil  to 
substitute  the   minority  report,  and  make  it  §3300. 

Alderman  Hall  said'  the  amendment  would  be 
sati- factory,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  section 
passed. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

The  following  salaries  of  Superintendents  of 
Bridges  were  fixed  as  reported  by  the  committee: 
Mount  Washington  avenue,  §201)0;  Federal  street, 
§::0:>0;Broailwav,§320i>;  I  lover  street. §1100;  Chelsea 
street,  §3(H>;  \epoiisot,S30i);  Cranife,  §250;  Super- 
intendent of  Hast  Boston  fellies,  $2500. 

Alderman  ISrooks  moved  to  make  the  salary  of 
Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge  §1200, 
instead  of  §lt as  reported. 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  and  noticed  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  First  Ward  had  moved  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  a  Superintendent  in  that 
ward.  He  coujd  see  no  reason  for  inci  easing  this 
salary  unless  there  was  to  be  a  general  increase. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  1,  nays  11,  and  the 
section  adopted,  Alderman  Brooks  alone  voting 
for  the  amendment. 

Section  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lunatic  Hospital  at  $2500. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  salary  three  years 
ago  was  $1800,  and  then  the  inmates  of  the  hospital 
were  more  than  now.  The  superintendent  has 
a  horse  and  board  and  rent  for  himself  and 
family. 

A  derman  Power  asked  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  how  many 
horses  this  officer  kept. 

Alderman  Wortliington  was  not  aware  that  he 
kept  any;  he  hoped  the  officer  was  able  to  keep 
one  and  pay  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  Dr.  Walker  was  at  the 
head  of  his  profession  in  the  treatment  of  lunacy, 
and  it  seemed  proper  to  the  committee  that  the 
salary  should  be  increased. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  information  would  be 
obtained  from  this  department  in  regard  to  horses. 

Alderman  Worthingtonsaid  the  last  speaker  is 
a  member  of  that  board  and  ought  to  know  about 
the  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  make  the  salary 
$2200.  Lost  by  a  tie  vote- 
Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Dig  clow,  (lark,  Emery,  Pres- 
cott, Ste'-bins,  Wortliington — 6. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  think  the  Board  un- 
derstood the  case.  The  gentleman  was  already 
getting  a  high  salary. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  salary  would  be 
$2500.  which  was  not  high,  from  the 'well-known 
ability  of  the  officer. 

Alderman  Emery  agreed  with  the  last  speaker. 


Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  salary 
§2250.     Lost— 6  for,  C  against. 

The  section  was  adopted— 6  for,  5  against. 

The  remaining  sections  in  the  order,  and  also 
those  in  the  fourth  order,  were  adopted  without 
debate,  except  the  one  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  at  $3500. 

Alderman  Wortliington  inquired  how  many 
horses  are  kept  by  the  Police  Department. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Chief-of-Police  has 
one  horse  and  takes  good  care  of  it. 

Alderman  Wortliington  read  from  the  annual 
report  to  show  that  lie  keeps  three  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Black  Maria  required 
throe  horses. 

Alderman  Wortliington  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  own  up  that  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  department,  and  for  what  he  approved 
the  bills. 

Alderman  Stebbins  believed  the  Black  Maria  is 
run  by  the  Health  Department. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Chief-of-Police 
has  one  horse,  and  the  captains  in  the  Sixteenth 
Ward  and  at  the  Highlands  have  a  horse. 

Alderman  Wortliington  said  that  was  what  he 
wanted  to  know.  He  moved  to  amend  by  making 
it  "one  or  more  horses." 

Alderman  Cutter  objected;  the  Chief  did  not 
desire  it. 

The  amendment  was  lost — i  for,  8  againsf^and 
the  section  adopted. 

During  the  consideration  of  the  section  fixing 
the  salaries  of  captains,  Alderman  Stebbins  asked 
if  captains  arc  allowed  horses. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  they  have  to  bring 
the  criminals  from  Station  11  to  the  Court  House 
n  the  Highland  District,  and  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  who  assumed  that  au- 
thority. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  the  Committee  on 
Police  assume  that  authority. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  that  was  coming  back 
to  where  they  were  before. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  orders 
were  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  lost. 

THE  WATERSHED  OP  MYSTIC  LAKE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  have  accurate  surveys  made, 
under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer,  to  ascer- 
tain the  capacity  of  the  watershed  of  Mystic 
Lake;  the  expense  of  procuring  said  surveys  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Additional  Water 
Supply. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  there  was  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  engineers  of  the  Mystic  W  ater 
Board  and  the  engineers  employed  by  the  city 
last  fall,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  -Mystic  water- 
shed, and  to  solve  this  difference  it  had  been 
thought  advisable  to  have  the  survey  made.  It 
is  an  important  question  and  the  survey  will  not 
cause  great  additional  expense.  The  question 
should  lie  settled,  whether  there  are  twenty-four 
miles  of  watershed  or  thirty-one. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  surveys  had  not  al- 
ready been  made. 

Alderman  Brooks  wanted  to  know  how  it  would 
not  cause  additional  expense. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  would  be 
done  by  the  engineers  of  the  city  employed  at 
Sudbury  River. 

Alderman  Power  understood  that  surveys  had 
been  made  already. 

Alderman  Wortliington  wanted  to  know,  if  they 
had  not  been  made,  whose  map  was  that  of  the 
Mystic  watershed,  drawn  by  Messrs.  Kiikwood  & 
Francis?  He  was  afraid  it  would  be  seen  they 
did  not  make  an  accurate  survey. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  those  engineers  were  em- 
ployed and  went  over  the  ground,  and  he  did  not 
see  how  they  were  going  to  get  a  more  accurate 
survey. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  engineers  took  the 
measurements  of  others,  and  based  their  calcula- 
tions upon  them. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Water  be  authorized  to  report  iu  print  upon 
the  several  matters  referred  to  them  in  relation  to 
an  additional  supply  of  pure  water. 

Passed. 

HORSES  USED  BY  THE  CITY. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following : 
Urdered,   That   the  chairman  of  the  standing 
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committees  on  Lamps,  Streets,  Sewers,  Public 
Buildings,  Health  and  City  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, be  directed  to  report  to  this  Board  the  num- 
ber of  horses  and  vehicles  kept  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense for  the  exclusive  use  of  th"  superintendents 
and  their  assistants. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  include  the  de- 
partment for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  l.uiMhm- 
and  Alderman  Hall  moved  to  include  "all  other 
departments." 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  proposed  to  obtain 
the  information  which  had  been  asked.    He  want- 


ed superintendents    to    drive    their   own    horses 
when  they  ride  out  on  Sundays. 

Alderman  Hall's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  "horses."  "all  other  animals." 

The  Chair  i  uled  it  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  amend  bv  including 
"and  the  number  and  description  of  vehicles. 
Adopted. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthingtoi) ,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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C  O  M  M  O  N        C  O  UNOIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    26,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  mo'ting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  ehair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Company  F,  First  Regiment,  Wil- 
liam Callagher,  John  McCrillis,  Jr.,  Henry  Crane, 
Albert  F.  Lauten.    Severally  referred,  in  concur- 

Report  referring  order  respecting  public  urinals 
to  Board  of  Health.  Accepted,  and  reference* or- 
dered. 

Report  referring  petition  of  Shoe  &  Leather 
Dealers'  Insurance  Company  foi  steam  fire-engine 
on  Charles  street,  near  Poplar.  Accepted,  and 
reference  ordered. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $2011,011(1,  for  work 
on  Northampton-street  District.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Uiehard  Frothing- 
ham,  Edward  H.  Clarke,  and  William  Gray,  Jr., 
members  at  large  of  the  Commission  on  Public 
Parks.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to.lonathan  Stone 
to  alter  a  building  on  Bunker-Hill  street.  Order 
passed. 

Order  that  Committee  on  Water  be  authorized 
to  report  in  print  on  the  matters  referred  to  them 
on  subject  of  additional  supply  of  pure  water. 
Passed. 

Order  that  Committee  on  Water  have  accurate 
surveys  made,  under  the  direction  of  City  Engi- 
neer, to  ascertain  the  watershed  of  Mystic  Pond. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1. 

Order  authorizing  a  portion  of  the  Town  Hall  of 
Brighton  to  be  fitted  up  for  a  police  station  for 
Fourteenth  Station.    Read  once. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  a  loan  of  $1,(i2o,ooo  to  be  added  to  Burnt  Dis- 
trict Loan.  (City  Doc.  No.  27.)  Accepted  and  the 
order  passed— yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding .*ri(Mi  in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory 
of  First  Company  of  Cadets,  94  Tremont  street. 
Read  once. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  F'iie  Department, 
.*::G,000;  Overseers  of  the   Poor.  $10,000;  House  of 

Industry,. *10. ;  East  Boston  Ferries,  ssonO;  from 

Pauper  Expenses  to  House  of  Industry,  Sl7:i0  :S'.i; 
from  Widening  Hanover  street  No.  2,  to  Widen- 
ing Hanover  street,  Sl(i,:i7C.  42  ;  also  to  make  such 
other  transfers  as  are  required  for  closing  the 
business  of  this  financial  year. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— In  order  that  these  trans- 
fers may  be  made  at  once  and  that  the  March 
draft  may  be  made  by  the  Auditor,  I  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  requiring  the  order  to  lie  over, 
that  the  order  may  be  passed  .onight. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 45  for,  0  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  ask  in  re- 
gard to  the  concluding  sentence  of  this  order, 
which,  as  printed  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  pro- 
vides that  other  transfers  may  be  made  by  the 
Auditor.  I  suppose  by  that,  that  any  transfers 
made  hereafter  are  not  to  come  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  action.  In  that  ease  1  shall  object  to  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  it  now  stands.  I  move  to 
strikeout  the  clause  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
the  balances.  If  funds  are  to  be  transferred  from 
one  appropriation  to  another  they  should  be 
brought,  before  the  Council  for  action. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— This  is  the  usual  annual 
order,  which  has  heretofore  been  offered  in  Feb- 
ruary, with  this  addition,  that  these  transfers  shall 
be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  under  their  supervision,  instead  of 
troubling  the  Council  with  the  disposition  of  small 
sums  of  five,  ten  or  a  hundred  dollars.  If  the 
Council  desires  to  be  troubled  with  such  little 
things,  I  do  not  know  but  they  can  have  the  privi- 
lege, but  the  books  will  not  be  closed  in  time.  The 
Auditor  could  not  tell  until  the  last  day  what  these 
are,  and  then  he  would  have  to  wait  a  week  or 
two,  and  perhaps  more  .before  he  could  get  au- 
thority to  make  the  transfer.  By  the  passage  of 
this  customary  order  lie  can   transfer   them  with- 
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out  delav,  and  the  final  balances  can   go   into  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  do  not 
is.  There  are  a  great  many  us 
Citj  Hall  that  ought  to  be  done  ; 
may  lie  a  great  many  balances 
the  members  of  the  City  Coun< 
pass  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  people's  money; 
that  we  came  here  to  do  the  business  of  the  city  ; 
that  when  we  set  ourselves  upas  candidates  for 
office  we  expected  to  be  troubled ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  the  proper  place  for  all  such  trans- 
fers to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Some  of  the  members  of 
Hie  present  Finance  Committee  entertained  the 
same  opinion  of  their  duty  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  and  when 
this  propo-ition  was  made  to  them,  inquiries  were 
made  with  regard  to  it.  It  was  then  explained  that 
it  was  an  order  to  take  the  place  of  the  usual 
one  in  February,  but  which  had  been  postpon- 
ed until  the  present  time,  this  year,  as  all 
the  changes  had  been  made  that  could  be 
passed  upon.  It  was  also  explained  that  there 
were  a  great  many  small  matters  to  be  charged 
from  one  appropriation  to  another  in  order  to 
close  up  the  books  of  the  Auditor,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  done  until  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
it  would  really  end  in  great  embarrassment  in 
keeping  the  accounts  and  making  the  transfers  if, 
at  the  very  end  of  tin  year,  orders  had  to  be 
passed  with  regard  to  each  small  matter.  Then 
the  Finance  Committee  added  to  the  order— what 
has  never  been  added  before — that  all  of  these 
changes,  whatever  they  were,  should  be  reported 
to  the  Finance  Committee  for  their  ratification. 
because  the  members  of  that  committee  enter- 
tained the  same  opinion  of  their  duty  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  has  expressed.  I  hope  that 
explanation  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  statement  of  the  case 
is  different  from  that  in  the  printed  orders  of  the 
day,  and  it  is  entirely  satisfactory.  Mr.  President, 
1  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  50,  nays  0. 

Order  accepting  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
on  10th  inst.,  to  establish  the  Hoard  of  Registrars 
of  Voters  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  to  regulate 
the  preparation  and  revision  of  the  voting  lists 
in  said  city. 

The  quf  stion  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— This  is  necessarily  a  very 
important  subject.  The  act  was  only  passed  on 
March  loth,  and  I  presume  there  may  be  many 
members  of   this  Council  who  are  in  the  same  con- 


nnil  therefore  move  that  it.  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  I  was  just  going  to  pro- 
pose that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Minotof  Ward  17— f  should  like  to  ask  the 
reasons  which  make  that  reference  expedient  or 
necessary.  As  I  understand  it,  the  act  is  a  very 
simple  one,  and  a  brief  explanation  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  it  understood  by  members  of 
the  Council.  The  act  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  will  not  be  definitive.  In 
the  course  of  another  week  the  bill  can  be  read  by 
all  members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  act,  as  I  understand 
it — having  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  before  it 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  afterwards 
having  voted  upon  it— is  one  which  changes  the 
whole  management  and  control  of  our  voting  lists. 
and  the  whole  question  as  to  who  shall  or  shall 
not  be  placed  upon  the  voting  lists,  and  I  certain- 
ly do  not  know  of  anything  11101  e  vital  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  citv  of  Boston  than  that.  It  is 
an  entirely  new  question.  The  act  changes 
the  whole'  custom  and  practice  which  have 
heretofore  been  held,  causing  the  city  of  Boston 
an  expense  probably  of  $25,000  more  than  is  now 
expended.  It  is  considered  by  some  to  be  a  very 
unnecessary  expenditure,  and  certainly  appears  to 
be  so  to  a  v'erv  great  extent.  Those  considerations 
have  also  been  entertained  by  the  Legislature 
and  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  act 
should  be  referred  to  the  City  Government 
of  Boston  for  its  acceptance,  which,  it  was 
thought,  was  the  proper  body  to  consider  whether 
it  were  expedient  to  pass  an  act  of  this  kind.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Judiciary  Committee,  all  the 
members  of  which  are  lawyers,  are  competent  to 
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pass  upon  the  legal  question,  and  were  fitted  by 
their  experience  nere  to  pass  upon  the  practical 
question  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  eminently  proper  that  that  committee 
should  pass  upon  it,  and  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon  by  this  Council  in  no  hasty  manner.  I  should 
hope  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  that  refer- 
ence. If  the  act  is  a  good  one,  the  reference  will 
do  no  harm.  The  committee  will  give  us  their 
opinion.  Changing,  as  it  does,  the  whole  custom 
and  practice  of  the  city,  in  this  respect,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  should  be  considered  by  a  competent 
committee. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  am  gratified  at  the 
gentleman's  explanation.  I  am  perhaps  more 
familiar  with  the  law  than  many  other  members 
of  the  Council,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  a  proper 
subject  for  the  committee  to  act  upon. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

The  second  report  and  orders  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an  amendment 
fixing    salary    of    Superintendent    of    Lamps    at 
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motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  several 
orders  took  their  first  reading  by  their  title. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
seven  of  the  first  order,  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
Street  Commissioneis  s4(J00  per  annum,  instead  of 
$3500,  as  reported. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected- 
yeas  27,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Brackett,  Brown,  Butler,  Collins,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Davis  Day,  Flynn,  Martin, 
Minot,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Pease,  Per- 
kins, Shaw,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat,  Thacher, 
Train,  Warren,  Winston,  Willcutt— 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Bleiler, 
Burditt,  Burgess,  C'awley,  Crowley,  Dacey,  Dean, 
Flatley,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington, 
Hicks*  liinc,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach.  Long,  Loring, 
McCartv  Page,  Peabody,  Powers,  Prav,  Putnam, 
Russell.  Snci'tM'1',  Walbihluc  West,  E.'P.  Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woods— 35. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Boardman,  Denny,  Hunnewell,  Jen- 
nings. Smith,  Weston,  Woodward — 11. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  same  order  by  making  the  salaries  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners  's35U0  instead  of  5»4000  as 
reported,  so  that  they  would  be  on  a  par  with  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Although  this  matter  of 
reducing  salaries  is  a  little  awkward,  so  soon  after 
they  are  established,  yet  we  all  find  that  in  the 
practical  working  of  this  salary  matter  this  irregu- 
larity makes  mi  fusion  and  trouble.  It  is  no  doubt 
true  that  the  Street  Commissioners  do  much  more 
arduous  work,  requirii  g  greater  skill  and  knowl- 
edge, than  any  other  commission,  and  the  present 
distribution  of  salaries  is  unfair  and  unequal.  I 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  hope  this  amendment  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — The  Fire  Commissioners 
are  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  Street  Com- 
missioners are  elected  by  the  people,  and  if  the 
latter  find  their  salaries  not  sufficient  they  could 
resign ;  and  so  could  the  others,  as  to  that ;  but  if 
they  would  resign  we  could  find  good  men  to 
take  their  places.  They  do  not  ask  for  more 
salary.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  find  fault 
with  the  Fire  Commissioners  because  they 
get  more  salary  than  others,  and  would  like  to  de- 
crease it,  since  they  cannot  raise  that  of  the  Street 
Commissioners.  Of  course  we  do  not  know  all  the 
Fire  Commissioners  are  doing,  but  I  think  that, 
after  the  details  are  all  arranged  to  their  satisfac- 
tion, any  gentleman  can  go  and  call  upon 
them  with  the  same  satisfaction  that  he  can  upon 
the  Street  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  the  salary  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
was  raised  to  .^4000  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
I  said  then  that  I  would  vote  to  decrease  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  Board  of 
Health ,  as  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  re- 
ceive more  than  others.  My  object  is  to  make  the 
salaries  equal. 

Mi-.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  supported  the  first 
amendment  because  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
Street  Commissioners  and  Board  of  Health  are  all 
worth   $4000   each,   and  my  mmd   has  not   been 


Commissioners.  I  think  the  Fire  Commissioners 
are  worth  the  amount  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries,  and  I  think  it  would  be  unfair 
to  decrease  them  at  this  time.  Their  salaries  were 
fixed  before  their  appointment,  less  than  a  year 
ago ;  the  city  held  it  out  to  them  as  one  of  the  induce- 
ments to  leave  the  positions  they  then  held,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  fair  to  reduce  those  salaries  before 
they  have  been  in  their  positions  even  for  the 
first  year.  So  far  as  the  question  of  the  responsi- 
bility is  concerned,  I  think  that  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mission is  as  great  as  that  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sion. We  all  know  what  is  expected  of  them,  and 
that  in  ca<e  there  should  be  another  great  confla- 
gration what  blame  will  be  cast  upon  them.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  not  decrease  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  inequality  of  these 
salaries  is  a  standing  incentive  to  change  others, 
and  until  they  are  in  some  way  equalized  there 
will  be  attempts  to  raise  them  or  decrease  others. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  this  is  in  the  nature  of  . 
a  contract.  These  commissioners  do  not  so  con- 
sider it.  When  they  took  their  position  there 
was  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms,  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  department  for 
many  years.  Now,  they  do  not  consider  the  fact 
that  "he  was  there,  having  a  fixed  salary,  and  that 
that  was  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  contract. 
They  thought  that  from  economical  considerations 
his  salary  should  be  reduced.  And  I  think  their 
salaries  should  be  reduced  for  the  same  reason. 
But  the  predominant  reason  is  that  of  the  ine- 
quality of  the  salaries.  Either  the- e  salaries  will 
have  to  come  down  or  some  others  will  have  to  be 
put  up.  So  it  seems  to  me  the  amendment  should 
prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  will  prevail.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  20  said  thc-e  gentlemen  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor,  and  their  salaries  are  fixed 
by  the  Council.  That  is  all  proper  and  right;  but 
I  am  green  enough  to  believe  that  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners are  a  portion  of  the  Fire  Department. 
Now,  sir,  I  received  a  little  book  the  other  day, 
with  thp  rules  and  orders  by  which  thev  propose 
to  govern  the  Fire  Department.  I  find  among 
them  a  rule  something  like  this:  "Members 
of  the  Fire  Department  shall  not  be  allowed  to  at- 
tend caucuses,"— shall,  in  fact,  take  no  part  in  the 
civil  business  of  the  city  whole  their  lights  are  to 
be  guaranteed  to  them,  and  virtually  be  disfran- 
chised, except  the  simple  right  of  voting.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  a  poor  rule  which  does  not  work  both 
ways.  Why  do  they  not  have  a  rule  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  shall  not  attend  caucuses— do  noth- 
ing, in  fact,  except  exeri  ise  the  right  of  voting  ?  Is 
that  the  arbitrary  authorii  y  set  up  here  in  C  ityHall  ? 
They  propose  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  firemen, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed.  I  have  tried  to  get 
that  list  (it  maybe  all  buncombe  and  hullabaloo— I 
do  not  forget  those  words),  for  I  want  to  see  those 
salaries,  which  they  propose  to  pay  these  individ- 
ual firemen,  in  black  and  white,  but  the  other 
branch  has  seen  fit  to  reject  the  order— and  they 
may  have  had  good  reasons;  it  is  not  for  me  to 
criticise  them.  Upon  that  same  rule  why  should 
not  the  pay  of  the  commissioners  be  reduced?  I 
fought  for  that  commission  as  hard  as  any 
one,  and  I  am  as  ready  to  fight  against 
them,  if  they  do  not  do  right  by  the  people 
who  perform  the  labor,  but  merely  sit  in 
their  officers  and  dictate.  The  rule  does'not  seem 
to  work  equally.  If  there  is  right,  or  honor,  or 
jnstice  in  their  reducing  the  pay  of  the  men.  it  is 
right  for  us  to  reduce  their  pay,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  cut  down ;  and  if  that  is  not  done  I  trust  no 
appropriation  bill  will  be  passed  thai  will  encour- 
age them  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  firemen,  or  any 
members  of  the  department— I  do  not  care  wheth- 
er they  are  hoaemen  or  any  other  class.  Rather 
than  decrease  the  pay  of  the  men  who  tight 
fires,  I  would  increase  it.  I  think  that 
an  equalization  of  salaries  isnee.ssary  here,  and 
either  that  one  or  the  other  of  these  thing.-,  should 
be  done.  While  I  am  up  I  will  repeat,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  repetition,  what  I  said  the  other  evening, 
that    in  the   estimation   of    the    people,  and    the 

f;reater.  portion  of  this  Council,  the  duties  per- 
ormed  by  the  Street  Commissioners  are  far  in 
excess  of  the  duties  of  the  Fire  Commissioners; 
their  responsibilities  are  much  greater  financially, 
and  they  attend  to  their  duties  well.  I  have  not 
said  the  Fire  Commissioners  do  not  attend  to  then- 


duties  well;  but  I  have  seen  no  proaf  that  they 

ything.    My  friend   here   asks   me  if 

they  have  not  cut  the  pay  of  the  men  down.   They 


have,  and    I   think   it   is  their  dutv  to   let   the 
people  undeand  wrsthy.    We  come  here  as  the 
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representatives  of  the  people ;  every  word  said 
here  is  read  or  heard  or  seen  by  the  people  ;  but 
whatever  is  considered  by  this  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners is  not  known  to  the  public.  They  give 
no  reasons  why  they  should  increase  or  decrease 
the  pay  of  anybody.  Whatever  we  say  here  is 
open  to  the  criticism  of  the  press  and  the  people. 
Now,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  appropriate  a  very 
large  amount  for  the  expenses  of  the  fire  Depart- 
ment, and  yet,  sir,  we  are  not  allowed  to  have  the 
items  before  us  in  detail  as  we  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  having,  and  as  I  say  we  are  entitled  to 
have,  f  hope  that  hereafter  something  or  other 
may  be  done,  either  by  a  repeal  of  the  ordinance 
or  by  some  amendment  to  it,  that  will  require  them 
to  report  in  detail  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— 1  believe  it  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  most  intelligent  citizens  of  Boston 
that  the  Street  Commission  is  incomparably  the 
most  important,  and  more  nearly  affects  the  finan- 
cial interests  of  this  city  than  any  other  commis- 
sion in  existence  in  this  City  Government.  It  is 
the  pride  and  boast  of  our  citizens  that  our  Street 
Commissioners  are  an  able  and  efficient  body 
of  men,  and  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment 
of  this  body  tonight  that  those  gentlemen 
are  only  entitled  to  the  compensation  of 
$3500  per  annum.  I  voted  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  be- 
cause I  believed  those  commissioners  are  worth 
that  amount,  if  they  do  their  duty,  and  I  am  willing 
to  abide  by  the  wisdom  of  the  majority,  and  ac- 
cept the  fiat  that  they  are  not  worth  more  than 
$3500.  If  any  gentleman  can  explain  to  me  why 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  without  per- 
forming as  valuable  labor,  are  worth  more  than 
the  Street  Commissioners,  I  shall  be  willing  to 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,— otherwise  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  seems  to  me  that 
we  regard  this  question  upon  wrong  principles.  I 
do  not  think  there  should  be  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  Street  and  Fire  commissions.  The 
question  is  upon  reducing  a  salary  which  has  been 
fixed,  and  which  no  one  complained  of  being  ex- 
cessive until  we  refused  to  raise  the  salary  of 
somebody  else.  Now,  it  strikes  me  that  there 
is  one  difference  between  the  two  commis- 
sions. These  Fire  Commissioners  are  pro- 
fessional men;  they  are  not  simply  paid 
for  their  time ;  they  are  not  merely  citizens  'elected 
by  the  people,  with  no  special  qualifications  for 
the  position.  Two  of  them  are  men  of  scientific 
and  professional  education;  one  is  a  civil  engi- 
neer of  large  experience ;  another  is  a  military  en- 
gineer of  high  standing.  Now  we  have  fixed  the 
salaries  of  these  professional  men;  they  have 
worked  hard,  and  we  ought  not  to  talk  about  re- 
ducing their  salaries.  Another  reason  is,  they  are 
a  new  commission,  set  upon  a  gigantic  task  which 
was  unfamiliar  to  them  at  the  beginning,  and 
which  has  been  largely  increased  by  annexation. 
From  my  observation  in  City  Hall,  it  seems  to  me 
they  do  more  important  work  than  the  Street 
Commissioners.  They  are  professional  men,  enti- 
tled to  higher  salaries  for  their  services  than  if 
thev  were  merely  citizens. 

Mr.  Thaeher  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  ask 
what  was  the  profession  of  either  Mr.  Chamber- 
lin  or  Mr.  Sawyer?  I  did  not  know  there  was 
more  than  one  professional  man  on  the  board. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  know  them  by 
name,  and  am  not  so  well  acquainted,  perhaps,  as 
my  colleague.  One  of  the  commissioners  is  cer- 
tainly a  military  engineer  of  large  experience,  and 
I  think  another  is  a  civil  engineer. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  informed  that  this 
military  engineer  was  on  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year 
before  he  got  this  position. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G— It  seems  to  me  that  one 
consideration  which  ought  to  have  great  weight 
with  the  Council  tonight  has  not  been  urged.  The 
City  Government  cannot,  with  honor,  at  the  pres- 
ent time, reduce  the  salaries  of  these  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. It  is  less  than  a  year  since  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  their  places,  and  the  salary  of  S4000  was 
fixed  before  they  were  appointed.  They  were  given 
to  understand  that  the  City  Government  would  pay 
them  $4000  a  year  for  their  services.  They  can- 
celled their  business  engagement-!,  changed  their 
plans  for  life,  took  this  ollicc  and  have  no  doubt 
worked  very  hard.  The  first  year's  work  in  such 
an  office  is  harder  than  any  subsequent  year;  they 
have  to  put  things  in  order,  and  become  familiar 
with  the  department.  Unless  the  commissioners 
are  guilty  of  some  great  delinquency  in  their  du- 
ties, the  City  Government  cannot,  with  honor,  go 
back  on  their  engagement  and  reduce  the  sal- 


aries. It  was  deliberately  fixed  upon,  after 
a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  and 
it  seems  to  me  we  are  bound  in  honor  to  give  them 
a  longer  time  to  test  their  abilitv  and  see  whether 
they  perforin  their  services  well,  and  what  those 
services  are  worth.  I  admit  that  we  have  the  le- 
gal right  to  reduce  the  salary,  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  question  of  honor.  This  is  evidently  an 
indirect  attack  upon  the  Fire  Commissioners ;  no 
great  wrongdoing  is  charged  upon  them  ;  no  defi- 
nite charge  is  made  except  haying  "private"  upon 
their  door,  and  upon  such  a  vague  charge  as  that 
we  ought  not  to  take  their  compensation  away 
froin  them. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— This  Salary  bill  con- 
sumes a  monstrous  deal  of  time.  We  have  already 
spent  two  evenings  upon  it,  and  I  am  very  much 
afraid,  if  we  amend  it  tonight,  we  wdl  get  back  to 
where  we  began.  It  has  been  reported  by  the 
committee  and  received  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  im- 
prove it  by  any  amendment.  The  wisest  thing 
this  Council  can  do  is  to  vote  down  every  amend- 
ment tonight. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  who  has 
last  spoken  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  I  think  this 
whole  discussion  is  superfluous,  and  I  move  the 
previous  question 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  supposed  we  were  here 
to  do  business,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  be  shut  off 
by  any  call  for  the  previous  question.  My  friend 
from  Ward  G  says  it  is  an  indirect  attack  upon  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  I  made  no  attack.  I  am 
stating  facts  and  can  state  more.  I  can  state 
what  members  of  this  Council  have  been 
invited  to  the  rooms  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners to  get  their  texts  to  preach  upon 
here.  "They  are  professional  men,"  says  my 
friend  from  the  Highlands.  Give  me  practical 
men;  we  want  practical  men  to  put  out  fires;  and 
if  we  want  anybody  to  instruct  firemen  it  is  prac- 
tical men.  I  think  something  has  been  said  about 
civil  engineers ;  show  me  the  income  that  any  of 
them  received  before  they  came  here.  I  hope  the 
previous  question  will  not  be  ordered,  because  I 
think  this  matter  will  bear  discussion.  We  should 
not  be  too  hasty.  I  see  here  in  the  orders 
just  passed  upon  one,  for  which  I  voted, 
for  an  appropriation  of  $1,020,000,  for  a 
loan  to  be  used  over  the  burnt  district. 
The  Auditor  states  that  it  will  cost  $52,000  to  ne- 
gotiate that  loan.  Is  it  necessary  that  this  city, 
with  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad,  should  spend 
$52,000  to  go  into  the  hands  of  brokers?  That  ne- 
gotiation can  be  made  by  our  City  Treasurer  at 
less  than  three  or  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  It  is 
fooling  away  the  people's  money,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  do  it.  I  hope  no  motion  for  the  previous 
question  will  be  entertained  while  this  bill  appro- 
priating twelve  millions  of  dollars  is  under  con- 
sideration. It  is  not  only  our  right  but  our  duty 
to  have  all  such  matters  discu-sed  fully,  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  be  snubbed  by  talk  about  profes- 
sional men  or  e.ny  other  side  issues. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  must  renew  my  motion. 
I  suppose  that  all  the  information  that  can  be  de- 
sired has  been  given.  We  have  received  no  infor- 
mation from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  As  to 
the  pay  of  the  firemen,  the  ordinance  regulates 
that.  If  we  cut  down  the  pay  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners it  does  not  affect  the  firemen.  I  think 
all  necessary  information  has  been  given,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1G— I  hope  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  will  not  prevail.  I  desire  to  dis- 
abuse this  Council  of  the  impression  conveyed 
that  the  city  will  have  to  pay  $52,000  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  that  loan  of  $1,020,000.  When  the  esti- 
mate was  made  there  was  put  into  it  an  item  of 
$52,uoo  for  the  negotiation  of  the  loan,  because  at 
that  time  the  bonds  of  the  city  were  selling  at  from 
three  to  four  per  cent,  discount,  and  it  was  to  cover 
that  discount.  At  the  present  rate  of  money  the 
852,000  will  not  be  needed,  and  of  course  would 
not  be  used  for  that  purpose.  It  was  kept  in  the 
estimate  because  there  is  another  matter  coming 
up  which  may  oblige  its  use.  I  voted  against  the 
amendment  to  give  the  Street  Commissioners 
$1000  because  I  fall  back  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  in  order  to  save  a  war  of  words.  I 
think  the  Street  Commissioners  should  not  have 
$4000  at  present— it  is  a  matter  of  personal  opin- 
ion. The  Fire  Commissioners  are  different 
from  the  Street  Commissioners;  all  the  duties 
of  the  latter  board  are  under  their  con- 
trol ;  thev  have  no  enemy  to  defend  themselves 
against;  their  duties  consist  in  widening  and  lay- 
ing out  streets  and  in  estimating  the  value    of 
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land;  they  can  sit  in  judgment  when  it  suits  their 
convenience,  and  give  hearings  and  obtain  infor- 
mation. The  Fire  Commissioners  have  quite  a 
different  responsibility.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be 
fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  —  1  favor  this  motion 
for  the  ieason  given  by  the  gentleman  from  "Ward 
9.  I  consider  that  the  time  spent,  so  far,  has  been 
due  to  this  inequality  of  salaries,  and  we  shall 
have  discussion  after  discussion,  next  year  and 
the  year  after,  until  the  salaries  are  more  equally 
distributed.  The  ordinance  under  which  this  com- 
mission was  established  provides  that  the  com- 
missioners shall  have  such  compensation  as.niay 
from  time  to  time  be  lixed  by  the  City  Council,  so 
that  it  was  understood  that  the  present  salary 
should  continue  only  until  such  time  as  the  Coun- 
cil shall  see  lit  to  change  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  previous  question.  Nothing  definite  has  been 
said  against  the  salary  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
as  reported  by  the  committee ;  the  only  thing  said 
has  been  an  eloquent  address  to  the  galleries, 
which  I  see  are  well  filled  this  evening ;  there  has 
not  been  a  single  definite  argument  against  the 
salary  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr!  Loring  of  Ward  12— The  Committee  on  Sal- 
aries considered  this  matter  in  all  its  bearings.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  salaries  were    fixed  be- 


are  still  on  trial,  the  committee  thought  the  city 
bound  to  continue  the  present  salary  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  form  an  in- 
telligent opinion  of  the  value  of  their  services. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  on  motioi. 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  upon  the  amendment  to  make  the  salary 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners.  $3500  instead  of  $4000. 
The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  30,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bleiler,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Caw  ley,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Cushman, 
Davis,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  JleCarty,  Mo'ey,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Page,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Si'hlev,  Sweat,  Thach- 
er,  Warren,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 30. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ada  ins,  I  Scarce,  Boardman.Brack- 
ett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Dacey, 
Day,  Fuller,  (iohlthwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Noyes,  Peabody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  West,  Whiston,  E.  P. 
Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 35. 

Absent  or  not  voting  Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal, 
Bent,  Denny,  Hunnewell,  Smith,  Weston— 7. 

The  order  was  then  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  at  this  point  the  Council  took  up  the  special 
assignment. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward 
7,  the  Salary  bill  was  specially  assigned  for  con- 
sideration at  half-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

THE    APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment,  being  "an  order 
relating  to  the  specific  appropriations  for  the 
financial  year  1874-75,"  and  "an  order  laying  a 
specific  tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial 
year  1X74-75;  also  to  pay  the  State  tax."  (City  Doc. 
No.  32, 1874.) 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dacey  of  Ward  20,  to  strike  out  the  sum  of  $3000 
for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 
The  amendment  was  lost,  Mr.  Dacey  alone  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of  the 
first  order. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting under  the  head  of  "Completion  of  Build- 
ings" on  page  7,  "Construction  of  an  Elevator  in 
City  Hall,  $12,000."  Mr.  Burditt  explained  that 
when  the  estimates  were  made,  the  subject  of  an 
elevator  had  not  been  considered,  and  'he  offered 
the  amendment  that  the  money  may  be  appropri- 
ated when  the  Council  sees  lit  to  pass  the  order 
now  pending.  The  real  expense  of  the  elevator 
will  be  le?s  than  $12,000,  as  the  new  boiler  which 
it  is  necessary  to  have  in  any  event  will  cost  some 
three  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— 47  for,  6  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  amend,  on  page;  !i,  by  add- 
ing, "Additional  Sum  for  the  Salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent .of  Fire  Alarms,  $500,"  and  to  increase 
the  total  for  that  department  from  $751,892  to 
$752,392. 


Mr.  Flynn— I  see  by  the  report  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners that  they  have  reduced  the  salary  of 
the  Superiniendentfrom  $3000  to  $2500.  They  have 
sent  it  in  in  the  form  of  a  salary,  and  we  have  the 
right  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  asked  how  the  amend- 
ment could  be  in  order  when  the  commissioners 
have  the  power  to  fix  the  salary. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  referred  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  to  the  estimates  in  City  Document 
No.  29,  and  contended  that  the  Council  could  add 
the  item  if  it  sees  fit. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  the  pay  of  the  Super- 
intendent, Engineers  and  firemen  was  within  the 
exclu-ive  control  of  the  commissioners.  All  the 
Council  could  do  was  to  give  or  refuse  the  money. 

Mr.  Flynn  thought  the  Council  could  increase  or 
decrease'  any  sum  estimated  by  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  West  said  the  Conned  could  reduce  the  to- 
tals, but  the  commissioners  can  raise  or  reduce 
the  salaries  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  called  attention  to  the 
ordinance  giving  the  power  to  fix  salaries  of  mem- 
bers of  the  department  to  the  commissioners. 
.  Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  amendment  and  offei'ed 
another  to  change  the  item  of  $43,215  under  head 
of  "Fire  Alarm  Telegraph"  to  $43,715,  with  a  pro- 
viso that  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be 
$3000  per  annum. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  thought  this  was  doing 
the  same  thing  in  another  way.  To  adopt  the 
amendment  would  lie  trenching  upon  the  rights  of 
another  department  of  the  Government. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  last  clause  in  the  amendment  conflicts  with 
the  'ordinance,  which  gives  the  commissioners 
supreme  authority  to  lix  the  salaries;  therefore 
the  proviso  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  thought  there  was  no  cer- 
tainty of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent by  adopting  the  amendment.  The  onlv 
way  to  reach  it  is  to  amend  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  r>  thought  it  was  new  law 
that  an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  does 
not  control  the  commission.  If  it  is  passed 
here  and  is  concurred  in  by  the  other 
branch,  and  signed  by  the  Mayor,  it  has 
all  the  force  of  law,  and  has  been  decided  so  over 
and  over  again.  I  suppose  my  legal  friend's  allu- 
sion to  the  galleries  was  meant  as  a  fling  at  me. 
Perhaps  if  his  constituents  were  to  come  here  and 
fill  the  galleries  they  would  go  home  wiser  than 
they  were  when  they  elected  him.  The  effect  of 
reducing  the  salaries  of  officers  long  connected 
with  the  Government  would  be  to  drive  them  from 
the  service  of  the  city.  That  is  too  impor- 
tant a  matter  to  be  trifled  with.  Mr.  Kennard 
has  been  connected  with  the  department  from  its 
inception;  he  is  a  skilful,  scientific  man,  against 
whose  integrity  or  capacity  no  voice  was  ever 
raised,  and  his  salary  should  not  be  reduced  bv 
the  dictates  of  these  three  men.  While  the  city 
has  good  and  competent  men,  it  should  keep  them 
and  give  them  enough  to  live  upon  decently,  and 
not  reduce  their  salaries 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  compared  the  talk  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  this  evening  with  that 
at  the  last  meeting,  when  he  favored  a  reduction 
of  the  appropriation;  now  he  favors  an  addition 
of  $500;  and  talks  about  the  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  firemen,  which  lias  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subject.  Therefore,  that  must  be  addressed  to 
the  galleries.  The  Fire  Commissioners  are  doing 
their  duty  the  best  they  know  how,  and  they  have 
brains  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  thought  a  great  deal  of 
time  had  been  wasted  on  the  subject.  He  was 
surprised  that  a  gentleman  of  the  'legislative  ex- 
perience of  the  member  from  Ward  5  should  think 
that  the  Council  has  a  right  to  pass  an  order  fixing 
the  pay  of  an  officer  of  the  Fire  Department  when 
that  power  is  given  by  the  ordinance  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Shayv  of  Ward  5  (unanimous  permission 
being  given)  said  he  was  not  to  be  frightened  by 
any  such  proposition,  whether  it  comes  from  bank- 
ers or  lawyers  or  brokers.  He  insisted  that  such 
an  order  would  have  the  force  of  an  ordinance. 
This  matter  is  not  without  precedent.  A  year  ago 
there  was  one  similar  to   it,    and    the   order    was 


Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  called  attention  to  the 
rule  that  ordinances  must  be  in  the  enacting. style; 
if  it  is  to  be  an  ordinance,  he  hoped  it  would  be  in 
the  proper  form. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last,  meeting  by  which  an   amendment 
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was   made     under     the    head 


'Schoolhouse 


Everett  Schoolhouse  in    Dorchester.      He    under- 
stood It  would  not  be  needed  for  one  or  two  years, 
and  it  ought  not  to  go  into  the  tax  budget  this  ' 
year. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  again  explained  the  reason 
it  was  not  put  into  the  estimates  originally,  and 
said  the  schoolhouse  was  just  as  much  a  necessity 
as  anything  else  appropriated  for  that  district. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  supported  the  position 
of  Mr.  West;  the  city  is.  now  pasturing  out  three 
hundred  children  in  various  neighborhoods.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  not  reconsider. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  understood  that  the  land 
had  already  been  bonded,  and  that  this  was  an 
entering  wedge  for  a  s'Joii.ikio  schoolhouse. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  was  not  aware  of  any 
land  having  been  bonded  ;  there  are  locations  very 
much  cheaper  than  the  one  named  by  the  commit- 
tee. He  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  a  §50,- 
000  or  $200,000  schoolhouse ;  he  hoped  it  would  he 
a  good  one. 

Sir.  West  of  Ward  16  said  no  land  had  been 
bonded,  and  it  was  not  proposed  to  bond  any. 
The  amendment  was  for  "a  lot,"  not  for  any  par- 
ticular lot. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  amendment. 

The  orders  were  then  amended  to  make  the  total 
correspond  to  the  amendments  made,  and  were 
passed  by  a  viva  voce  vote,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward 
15  alone  voting  in  the  negative. 

NON-CONCURRED    PAPERS. 

The  order  authorizing  10,000  square  feet  of  land, 
near  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  to  be  granted  for 
use  as  a  site  for  a  passenger  railway '  station,  on 
the  terms  set  forth  in  said  order,  came  up  with 
non-concurrence  in  its  passage  by  the  other 
branch  and  reference  to  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
voted  to  recede  and  concur. 

The  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  to  report  list  of  salaries  of  officers  in 
said  department  came  up,  with  notification  of 
its  rejection  by  the  other  branch. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil votetl  to  recede  and  concur. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  an  elevator 
in  City  Hall,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  si  2 ,000.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Charles 
Richardson,  for  abatement  of  a-sessinent by  Board 
of  Health  for  tilling  four  vacant  lots  on  Hammond 
park,  Ward  14,  condemned  as  a  nuisance  and  or- 
dered to  be  filled  by  said  board.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  Benja- 
min Clapp  et  al.,  for  flagging  and  cross  walks 
near  Field's  Comer.     Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  0— Petition  of  Thomas  H. 
Dunham,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  building  on 
Seventh  street,  between  N  and  <>,  Ward  12. 

Petition  of  John  O.  Allbright,  for  leave  to  en- 
large wooden  building  on  Allbright  court,  in  Bos- 
ton street.  Ward  16. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— Petition  of  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  a  suitable 
armory  in  Ward  16,  at  or  near  Meeting-House 
Hill.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  Elisha 
Cheney,  for  a  door  and  right  of  entrance  from 
Ray  street  to  his  property,  No.  53  Melrose  street, 
which  he  intends  to  improve  by  the  erection  of  a 
two-story  brick  addition.  Referred  to  Joint  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  the  Suffolk-street  District.! 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  AVard  5— Petition  of  Aaron  C. 
Baldwin,  that  the  tax  of  1873  paid  by  him  on  his 
property  at  the  corner  of  Essex  and'  Washington 
streets,  known  as  the  Globe-Theatre  Building, 
may  be  refunded.  The  petitioner  represents  that 
he  was  assessed  for  the  building  on  the  first  of 
May,  and  that  the  same  was  burned  on  the  thirti- 
eth of  May,  and  that  lie  should  not  pav  the  tax  on 
the  same  after  it  bad  been  burned.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  E.  L.  Nor- 
ton et  al.,  that  Medford  street,  Charlestown,  be 
paved.    Sent  up. 


REPORTS   OK  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee   on    Ordinances— Report   submitting  an  ordi- 
nance   amending   the  "Ordinance  to  Establish  a 
Fire  Department,"  as  follows:" 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  to  establish  a  Fire 
Depaitnicnt,  passed  the  24th  day  of  October,  A. 
D.  1873,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out,  in  the 
fourth  liDe  of  the  first  section,  the  word  "ten," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "thir- 
teen";  also  by  striking  out  in  the  sixth  line  of 
said  section  the  words  "five  hundred  and  fifty," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  "seven 
hundred." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  ordinance  was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  joint  spe- 
cial committee  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Com- 
missioner of  the  Sinking  Fund— Report  recom- 
mending the  reelection  of  John  O.  Poor. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  an  election  might  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  thought  the  rule  a  good 
one,  and  t'aat  the  nomination  should  lie  over.  He 
should  always  like  to  know  who  a  candidate  is 
and  what  are  his  qualifications  for  an  office,  al- 
though in  this  case  the  enforcement  of  Ihe  rule 
was  not  so  important  as  in  many  others. 

Mr.  Thacher  replied  that  be  bad  no  wish  to  press 
the  motion,  hut  supposed  every  one  knew  who  Mr. 
Poor  was,  as  that  gentleman  had  been  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Sinking  Fund  since  it  was  estab- 
lished. 
The  rules  were  not  suspended— 8  for,  38  against. 
By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries;  report  recommending  the 
election  of  Nehemiah  (iibson  and  Samuel  B.  Hop- 
kins for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May. 
Accepted,  and  nominations  laid  over. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  Claims— Report  (U  ;n  e  to  u  ithdrawi  on  petition 
of  Zelotes  Prince,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  his  person  and  property  by  alleged  defect  in 
Paris  street.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Winston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions — Report  recommending  the 
election  of  George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L. 
Prescott  and  Lyman  A.  Belknap  as  said  Directors 
at  Large  for  a  term  of  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May.  Accepted  and  nominations  laid 
over. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order  that 
when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Friday 
evening,  April  3,  at  71.i  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  to  amend  by  making  it  Tues- 
day evening,  March  31. 

The  question  was  put  on  Friday  evening  and  it 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Flatley  moved  to  make  it  Wednesday  even- 
ing, April  1. 

Mr.  W'illcutt  of  Ward  17  thought  it  would  he 
more  convenient  to  the  members  from  the  out- 
lying wards  to  have  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. There  was  no  late  train  to  his  ward  on 
Wednesday  evening. 

Mr.  Thacher  said'he  proposed  Tuesday,  as  he  un- 
derstood that  several  members   were    going  out  of 
town  on  Wednesday  to  remain  till  the  next  week. 
Mr.  Flatley  withdrew  his    amendment,  and  the 
Council  voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  Page  of  Ward  ti  oll'cred  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  consider  the  expediency  of  graining  per- 
mission to  the  trustees  of  the  e*state  of  Nathaniel 
Whiting  to  place  one-half  of  a  brick  partition  wall 
on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Washington  square. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  have  introduced  that 
order  to  give  the  Corhmittee  on  Streets  the  oppor- 
tunity to  negotiate  with  those  parties,  to  see 
whether  or  not  the  city  shall  allow  them  to  place 
their  partition  wall  on  that  land.  If  the  commit- 
tee think  it  expedient  to  do  so,  they  will  report  to 
this  Government  before  action  is  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  that  it 
should  be  amended  by  inserting  "upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Streets  deem 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  city." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— That  is  the  substance  of 
the  order  now.   The  committee  are  to  consider  the 
expediency,  and  the  order  must  come  back  to  the 
Government  before  action  is  taken. 
The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    30,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  tlis  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  hell  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKOKS   DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Apr il  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PORTRAIT  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER. 

The  following  wa"!  received  ami  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Sumner  obse- 
quies : 

Executive  Department,  ) 

City  Hall,  Boston,  Much  30. 1874.  I 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— I 
forward  herewith  a  communication  which  has 
been  place!  in  my  hands  for  transmission  to  you, 
stating  that  certain  of  our  ci  izens  desire  to  pre- 
sent to  the  city  a  portrait  of  the  late  Senator  Sum- 
ner, painted  hy  Mr.  M.  Wight.  As  the  question 
of  the  disposal  of  the  valuable  gift  is  to  be  decid- 
ed upon  by  the  City  Cotmc  1 1  wbul  1  recommend 
that  the  communication  be  referred  to  a  suitable 
commit.ee.  Samuel  C.  Cobb 

Mavor. 

To  His  Honor  ihe  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Cuy  Council  of  Boston— A  few  months  after  the 
assault  upon  th3  person  of  our  late  Senator  Sum- 
ner in  tiie  Senat ;e  Chamber  of  the  United  States, 
an  event  which  has  now  become  historical,  a  1  irge 
number  of  gentlemen,  "desirous  to  testify  in  some 
appropriate  fo:m  their  appreciation  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  National  Congress,  as  the  fearless  ad- 
vocate of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  freedom 
of  man,'  cordially  united  in  requesting  him  to  sit 
for  his  portrait  and  also  for  a  bust,  to  be  placed 
ultima. ely  in  some  public  situation,  to  which  re- 
quest he  a -tented. 

'dhe  undersigned  had  the  pleasure  to  act  as  a 
con.mittee  in  carrying  out  that  design,  and  a 
highly  sat'r  f  ictory  por.ra't  was  obtained  through 
the  eit'orts  of  Mr.  M.  Wight,  a  Boston  artist  of 
high  repute.  This  portrait  we  now,  in  behalf  of 
those  gentlemen,  respectfully  present  through 
your  bonorable  Board  to  his  native  city  of  Boston, 
if  accepted,  to  be  placed  in  Paneuil  Hall',  as  a 
worthy  addition  and  companion  to  those  of  the 
other  illustrious  men  aire  idy  within  those  vener- 
able wail-,  or,  at  the  discretion  of  tlie  Council,  in 
the  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

F.  D.  Huntington,  Josiah  Story,  John  D.  W. 
Joy,  Jacob  A.  Dresser  anil  Warren  Sawyer. 

Boston,  March  2G,  1874. 

petitions  presented  and  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  par/  of  the 
Board.  Chailes  Backus,  to  occupy  woo  ten  static 
for  fix  horses  on  Adams  street,  near  Cedar-Grove 
Cemetery. 

William  H.  Quigley,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Beachem  street,  No.  19,  in 
Chnrle.-town. 

William  Meloy,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses,  on  Wins'hip  street, "Brighton. 

Timothy  O'Donovan,  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Paris  street,  northwest  side, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  street. 

F.  Lindhorst  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed erection  of  stable  by  Aaron  D.  Williams  on 
Reed  street. 

Michael  Mulhern,  to  erect  stable  for  two  horses 
at  240  Cabot  street. 

Daniel  Scott,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Vine  street,  No.  27. 

Fabius  Rose,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Ro  Pn  stieet. 

Thomas  Flynn,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
th'-ee  horses  on  Warren  street,  near  All-ton  street. 

S.  W.  Barrett,  remonstrance  against  proposed 
erection  of  a  stable  on  Vine  street,  Charlestown, 
by  Daniel  Scott. 

iraR.  Worcester,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
th'ce  horses  on  Ottawa  street,  No.  IS. 

To  the  Joint  Commit tee  on  Streets.  George  A. 
Fuller  et  a!.,  that  Beach  street  be  widened  near 
Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Dennis  C.  L-or.ey,  to  erect  wooden 
budding-  on  B  stieet,  Ward  7. 


To  the  Committer  on.  Market,  etc.  Otis  f  imonds, 
for  leave  to  enlarge  Ins  stall  in  Paneuil-Hall  Mar- 
ket by  the  addition  theicio  and  the  leasing  <  f  the 
Superintendent's  office,  the  Supeiintendent  hav- 
ing another  and  larger  oll'n  e  in  Paneuil  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  T.  K.  Bullock  & 
Co.,  for  leave  to  give  "gift  entertainments"  at  va- 
rious halls  in  this  city  during  the  month  of  April. 
To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  %>art  of  the 
Board.  Horace  W.  Baxter,  for  removal  of  ob- 
structions from  l'ne  of  Foster  stieet,  Ward  10,  and 
that  said  street  may  be  graded  and  sidewalks  be 
laid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Elisha  J.  Heard, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Washington 
street,  Ward  17. 

Eugene  P.  Norton  et  al.,  that  Medford  street, 
Chailestown,  be  paved. 

Benjamin  (  lapp  et  at.,  for  crosswalks  at  Field's 
Corner,  Ward  16. 

Benjamin  Anthony,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  change  of  grade  on  Cabot  and  AVeston 
streets. 

Francis  J.Baxter  ctal.,  that  Second,  Fourth 
and  Fifth  streets,  east  of  K  street,  be  graded  and 
put  in  order. 

Philip  Lowdon,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  all  the 
streets  in  South  Boston  except  (irai.ite  street. 

Ho: ace  W.  Baxter, io  bo  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Fo=ter  stnet,  Ward  10. 

W.  T.  Van  No  trand  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Alford 
street  be  paved  with  granite  I  locks. 

El'tzabeih  L.  Bennett,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Market  street,  Ward  lit. 

Patrick  McAleer,  that  edgestones  f.nd  sidewalks 
be  laid  on  Province  street. 

A.  P.  Peck  et  at.,  that  Chandler  street  be  paved 
with  wo xd  or  stone. 

Old  Colony  Railway  Company,  for  leave  to  ucc 
a  dummy  engine  of  a  new  kind" on  Union  Freight 
Ra  lioait  track. 

William  H.  Reed  et  al.,  that  Bainbridge  street 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

S.  N.  Brown,  Jr.,  ci  al.,  for  suitable  walk  across 
Dartmouth  stieet,  at  Huntington  avenue. 

William  H.  Reed  et  al  ,  that  Bainbridge  street 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Frederick  Bleiler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Ruggles  street. 

Patrick  McDevitt,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cabot  street. 

Mark  Lynch,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street. 

Daniel  Doiv,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street. 

Catherine  E.  McCoole,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Cabot  street. 

Henry  N.  Clark  el  al.,  for  sidewalk  and  cross- 
walks on  Biookline  avenue. 

W.  T.  Adams  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Cedar 
street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  (with  a 
request  that  they  give  the  parties  a  hearing).  Sid- 
ney Squires  and  ibrce  hundred  others,  that  the 
cilynoL  accept  any  streets  on  the  Back  Bay  ex- 
cept those  laid  out  according  to  the  i  Ian  adopted 
by  the  Bo -ton  Water  Power  Company. 

hearings  on  orders  of  notice. 
The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  S.  J.  Peet,  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  boiler  and  engine  at 
CO  George  street,  was  considered,  and  objection 
and  petition  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Pngincs. 

The  order  of  notice  for  construction  of  sewers 
in  Adams  street ;  in  Washington  strict  (Chailes- 
town); in  Westminster  street;  in  Circuit  and 
Regent  streets,  being  con-idered,  there  was  no  ob 
jection  ottered  and  the  petitions  were  severally  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  fleam  Engines. 

The  order  of  notice  on  \  roposed  construction  of 
sewer  in  Walnut  avenue  and  Circuit  street  was 
considered.  The  (  haiiman  read  a  remonstrance 
against  the  same,  signed  by  F.  Herman  ctal., real- 
estate  owners  on  Circuit  street. 

Mr.  E.rton  appeared  to  object;  he  did  not  think 
public  necessity  required  (lie  sewer;  he  could  not 
enter  his  drain  into  it,  and  objected  to  being  as- 
sessed for  a  part  of  the  construction. 

Mr.  Lewis  owned  an  estate  at  the  corner  of  the 
two  streets;  it  is  below  the  grade  of  Walnut  ave- 
nue, and  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  drain 
into  that '■ewer;  he  had  no  objection  to  having 
the  sewer  built,  but  was  decidedly  opposed  to  be- 
ing taxed  for  its  construction,  as  he  would  derive 
no  benefit  from  it;  he  drained  now  into  Walnut 
avenue,  where  there  is  no  sewer,  but  should  a 
sewer  ever  be  put  there  he  shoul  i  naturally  drain 
into  it  and  expected  to  be  taxed  there. 
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The  petition  was  recommended  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  the  petition 
of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  tx  Lynn  Railroad 
Company,  for  assignment  of  route  into  this  city, 
came  up  by  special  assignment  to  consider  the 
proposed  lay-out,  and  Alderman  Bower  offered  the 
following : 

It  appearing  to  ihi-  Bo  ml  that  the  notice  as  re- 
quired, by  law  has  not  been  given  of  the  pendency 
of  the  petition  befote  this  Board  of  the  Lynn, 
Keverc  Beach  &  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  assignment  of  a  route  for  said  corporation's 
track*  within  the  limits  of  this  citv,  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  the  order  of  notice  directed  by  this 
Board  en  the  9th  instant  to  he  issued  and  pub- 
lished, and  which  was  returnable  at  this  time,  be 
renewed  and  r<  issued,  as  required  bv  law,  and  be 
made  returnable  on  .Monday,  the  -lith  day  of  April 
next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  time  this 
Board  will  proceed  and  confer  with  the  directors 
of  said  railroad  corporation  on  the  route  afore- 
said. 

Passed. 

.     MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  petition  of 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  use 
tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Tremont  and 
RovMon  streets  and  Conihill  was  considered. 

Mr.  Linus  M.  Child,  counsel  for  the  Middlesex 
Railroad,  called  attention  to  section  twelve  of  the 
General  Horse  Railroad  law,  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature,  allowing  the  Board  of 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  allow  the  use  of  any 
streets  for  horse  railroads  when  put  die  conven- 
ience should  demand.  The  Middlesex  Railroad 
has  the  two  miles  within  the  city  limits  necessary 
to  come  within  the  rule,  and  there  is  at  present  a 
petition  before  the  Board  for  a  location  in  Wash- 
ington street.  He  had  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses present  who  would  testify,  if  thought 
necessary  by  the  Board,  to  the  fact  that  it  was  de- 
manded by  public  necessity  and  convenience.  He 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  opposition  on 
the  pari  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad. 

Hon.  Harvey  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  he  was  there  to  make  some  sug- 
gestions. The  relations  of  the  people  of  Charles- 
town  to  the  City  of  Boston  had  been  changed  by 
annexation  and  different  considerations  apply 
now,  and  the  Legislature  ha-  made  changes  in  the 
railroad  accommodations  for  the  city.  Confer- 
ences have  taken  place  between  the  authorities  of 
the  two  roads,  and  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
would  not  object  to  the  grant,  provided,  after  a  full 
examination  by  the  Board,  it  is  deemed  that 
the  public  necessity  and  convenience  demand 
it.  But  he  hardly  "thought  the  time  yet  ripe 
for  the  extension  to  Boylston  street.  This  pe- 
tition is  based  upon  the  petition  for  leave 
to  lay  tracks  in  new  Washington  street, 
and  wlien  that  is  completed  there  is  no  telling 
what  the  relations  of  travel  may  be.  The  track  in 
Court  street  is  being  laid  to  allow  the  grading  of 
Comhill  and  Washington  street,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  question  should  be  settled  until  this 
work  is  done,  and  until  the  question  of  the  feasi- 
bility of  running  the  cars  through  Court  street  is 
fully  determined.  There  are  at  present  run 
through  Cornhill  680  cars,  by  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  and  840  by  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road,   which     makes    about     a     car     a   minute 


crease  of  this  travel.  The  petition  does  not  in 
form  cover  the  right  to  go  through  Temple  place, 
and  he  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  they  could  produce 
facts  in  regard  to  the  conditiou  of  the  streets. 
The  Metropolitan  Railroad  did  not  peremptorially 
oppose  the  petition  at  present. 

Mr.  Child  said  the  Middlesex  road  would  have 
to  run  their  cars  through  Court  street,  if  the 
tracks  are  taken  up  front  Cornhill.  The  object 
and  purpose  of  the  petition  is  to  go  through  Boyls- 
ton street,  but  they  did  not  propose  to  obstruct 
the  running  of  the  "Metropolitan  cars,  and  would 
run  through  Temple  place  when  public  con- 
venience required.  No  matter  if  the  petition  to 
lay  tracks  in  new  Washington  street  should  be  re- 
fused, they  would  still  wish  to  go  to  Boylston  street. 
That  is,  a  separate  question.  The  people  desire  to 
go  to  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  all  the 
principal  places  for  shopping  and  amusement  are 
between  School  and  Boylston  streets.  There  were 
about  a  hundred  residents  of  Charlestown  present 
who  were  anxious  for  the  petition  to  be  granted, 
some  of  whom  he  would  call. 


Hon.  Richard  Frothingham  thought  the  exten- 
sion was  demanded  by  the  whole  people  of 
Charlestown,  and  the  convenience  of  the  public 
di  mandedit. 

Mr.  Child  said  he  would  not  take  up  lime  m  ex- 
amining uit:  esses  unless  it  was  desired. 

Hon.  William  (iaston  said  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  did  not  desire  to  have  a  contest  about 
uncontrovertcd  matter,  and  thought  it  would  be 
anunnecessaiy  use  <  f  time  to  put  on  a  great  many 
witnesses.  They  would,  however,  desire  a  further 
hearing  in  regard  to  details. 

Alderman  Bower  thought  the  Board  must  be 
convinced  that  every  citizen  of  Charlestown 
wanted  to  have  the  privilege  of  riding  as  far  as 
Boylston  street  if  he  could. 

The  wi.m  s;es  were  then  dismissed. 

Mr.  Child  said  he  had  been  informed  by  gentle- 
men that  an  agreement  upon  detail*  could  be 
made  between  the  tuo  corporations,  which  would 
be  satisfactoiy.and  he  would  not  detain  the  Board. 
This  was  assented  to,  and  on  motion  of  Aldeimaii 
Peteis,  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  till  next  Monday,  at  half-past  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

HIGHLAND  STREET  RAILWAY. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  petition  of 
Highland  Street  Railway,  for  location  of  tracks 
on  Blue-Hill  avenue,  ami'  connection  with  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Dudley  street; 
also  to  use  tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on 
Tremont  street,  Cornhill  and  Washington  street, 
north  of  Temple  place,  was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Thomas  YV.  Clarke,  counsel  for  the  Highland 
Street  Railway,  explained  the  petition  and  said 
that  on  May  20, 1873,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  railway  asking  them  to  give  additional  accom- 
modations'on  Blue  Hill-avenue,  on  which  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  were  granted  a  location  three 
years  ago.  but  the  track  had  never  been  laid.  The 
petition  was  also  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
circuit,  so  called,  and  Mr.  Clark  read  the  petitions 
which  had  been  signed  by  neailv  sixteen  thousand 
persons  and  presented  to  the  Legislature  for 
this  extension  for  the  company  to  he  allowed  to 
run  their  cars  to  Haymarket  square.  These  peti- 
tions show  that  public  convenience  d< -mauds  it. 
The  Board  has  complete  power  to  regulate  the 
running  of  cars  at  any  time  within  the  city,  and 
he  submitted  t'aat  the  interest  of  public  travel  re- 
quired as  full  accommodation  as  the  size  of  the 
streets  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  allow. 
They  would  not  ask  the  privilege  of  using  the 
Metropolitan  track  to  accommodate  the  Blue-Hill- 
avenue  people  if  there  was  any  other  way. 

Mr.  Clark  called  Mr.  Palmer,  who  said  the 
Mount-lleasant  people  desired  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  petition.  They  are  unanimous  in  t  hat 
desire,  and  assert  tuattheaccumpli.-hinentof  their 
petition  of  three  or  four  years  ago  has  been  un- 
justly delayed.  The  Highland  Street  Radway  has 
promised  to  give  them  the  accommodation  they 
desire. 

Mr.  Harmon  said  a  track  in  Blue-Hill  avenue 
had  long  been  desired,  and  the  directors  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  had  promised  it  year  after 
year.  About  last  November  ground  was  broken 
for  one  or  two  days  and  the  work  was  given  up. 
This  year  one  of  the  dii  eetors  said  the  track  would 
not  be  laid  this  year  as  it  would  not  pay,  and  if  the 
people  wanted  a  track  they  should  apply  to  the 
Highlanel  Railway  Company.  Horse-car  accom- 
modations are  greatly  needed  and  some  people 
now  drive  over  to  Stoughton  street  and  take  the 
steam  cars. 

Mr.  Howes  thought  there  is  but  one  opinion, 
and  that  was  there  shoulel  be  a  track  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue,  which  is  broad  and  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
to  the  nearest  parallel  track  on  \\  arren  street. 

Judge  Wheelock,  although  not  a  resident  of 
Blue-Mill  avenue,  had  to  pass  that  way  daily,  and 
the  present  system  was  very  inconvenient.  The 
proposed  extension  would  be  a  great  accommoda- 
tion to  lawyers  and  all  who  attend  the  Southern 
District  Court. 

Mr.  Adams  had  lived  on  Blue-Hill  avenue 
twelve  years,  and  he  believed  the  residents  have  a 
strong  desire  to  have  some  railroad  there  ;  he  did 
not  know  a  neighbor  who  dissented  from  that 
opinion. 

Mr.  Jewell  said  the  Metropolitan  road  did  not 
object  to  the  granting  of  the  petition.  He  would 
explain  that  three  or  four  years  ago  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  laid  their  track  up  Albany  street, 
and  it  was  intended  to  lay  one  in  Blue-Hill  avenue, 
and  run  the  cars  in  connection  with  the  Albany- 
street  line.    Since  the  great  fire  that  line  has  been 
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tried,  I  hero  were  111:1  j  y  lines  <il  [lie  ,Mei  nipnlit  Mil 
Railroad  11111  I  i  1 1  < .  1 1  -  1 1  ^jjji  rsi-lv  .- (•  1  t.l.  ■  1 1  sections  of 
the  Highland!,  wliicli  weie  not  remunerative.  This 
they  could  afford  to  do,  while  their  ears  were  the 
only  means  of  transportation  afforded  the  people 
of  that,  section.  TI10  e  lines  which  were  remuner- 
ative enabled  the  eoninany  to  maintain  the  others 
which  were  run  ac  a  loss.  But  the  relation 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  the  public 
had  been  changed  by  the  chartering  of  the  iligh- 
lanil  Railway,  and  the  lime  for  t.h ■•  Metropolitan 
Railroad  to  extend  their  tracks  into  districts 
which  would  not  pay  was  farther  off  now  than 
ever  before.  He  suggested  that  that  part  of  the 
petition  referring  to  The  extension  into  Blue-Hill 
avenue  might  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  To  the  other  part  of  the  petition  he 
should  have  some  objections  to  make  at  the 
proper  time. 

Mr.  Clar.  e  siidthe  opening  of  thecase  had  been 
made,  and  again  stated  the  substance  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gaston  said  that;  part  of  the  pi  tition  refer- 
ring to  the  use  cf  the  ciicuitTiad  been  the  subject 
of  grave  inquiries  before  committees  of  the 
Legislature,  and  important  statistics  had  been 
submitted.  He  did  not  suppose  Mr.  Clark  was 
going  to  rest  his  case  upon  the  mere  presenting 
of  petitions.  The  considerations  affecting  the- 
Miadleex  Kailroad  and  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way were  entirely  different.  The  case  of  the 
former  was  one  of  g:eat  si  length,  but  the  other  is 
not.  The  people  of  Roxbury  .have  horse-car  ac- 
commodation-in  1  his  section,  which  the  people 
of  Chailestown  have  not.  But  the  Legislature 
found  in  the  overcrowded  condition  cf  the  streets 
through  which  tie  y  v.i-h  to  pass  a  reason  for  not 
granting  the  petition  of  the  people  of  Chaxlestown, 
for  many  years.  The  Metropolitan  Kailroad  de- 
sired to  put  in  testimony  on  this  subject,  and 
wished  an  opportunity  for  a  hearing  at  some 
future  time. 

Mr.  Clarke  ;u  iposed  that  he  had  made  aprima 
facie  case  by  the  petitions,  and  if  the  opposing 
counsel  had  not  thought  so  he  would  not  have 
asked  for  more  time.  The  petitioners  had  not  the 
de  ire  to  encumber  the  street  with  a  new  track, 
and  if  the  Board  think  their  passengers  should  be 
allowed  to  go  a  little  farther  north,  they  were  com- 
petent to  decide  upon  the  question.  'The  streets 
are  made  for  the  public,  and  the  track  they  ask  to 
run  over  was  laid  with  the  express  ree'rvatioii 
that  any  other  company  should  have  the  privilege 
of  running  their  cars  over  it  when  this  Board 
deems  that  the  public  >  onvenience  demands  it. 
He  believed  that  the  committees  on  Laving  and 
Police  know  more  about  the  wants  of  public 
travel  than  any  expert;  who  might  be  introduced. 

Mr.  <  .a-ion  said  that  last  year  when  the  Metro- 
politan were  oppo-ing  this  same  petition  of  the 
Middlesex  Raihoad,  the  great  bulk  of  their  testi- 
mony was  from  policemen  and  city  officials;  men 
who  were  stationed  at  these  iliilcroni  points  every 
day  gave  testimony  that,  astonished  him. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  (utter,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  postponed  until /Monday 
next,  at  rive  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE     APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stehbins,  the  regular 
order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  the  Board 
took  up  the  Appropriation  bill,  being  "an  order  re- 
lating to  the  spcciiic  appropriations  "for  the  finan- 
cial year  18 1 4- 75";  and  "an  order  laying  a  specific 
tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
1874-75;  also  to  1  ay  the  Stale  tax"  (Citv  Document 
No.  32, 1S74-,  wi.li  additions  of  s:io,ooi>  tor  grammar 
School,  Ward  1(1,  and  sR12,00:>  for  elevator  at  City 
Hall,  and  making  the  total  tax  S12, 080,265. 

Aldetman  Cutler  moved  that  the  amendment 
adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  api  ropriating 
S12,niHi  for  an  elevator  in  City  llall.be  stricken  out. 

AUeiinan  Emery— When' these  e-timates  were 
made  up  the  subject  of  an  elevator  had  not  been 
considered.  Since  then  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil had  come  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings to  consider  the  subject,  and  they  have  re- 
ported an  order,  which  is  now  pending  in  the 
.other  branch,  and,  if  this  appropriation  is  allowed, 
will  come  to  this  Board  for  consideration.  The 
members  of  the  other  branch  are  very  much  in  favor 
.of  having  an  elevator  put  into  tnis  hall,  and  they 


have  bail  to  use  stoves  in  some  of  the  uiiper 
rooms,  which  i-  very  improper  for  a  building  con- 
structed as  City  Hall  is.  When  the  order  first  came 
before  the  committee  I  was  not  dispo-ed  to  favor 
the  elevator,  but  the  more  I  have  considered  the 
subject  the  better  I  have  been  satisfied  that  it  is 
needed.  I  therefore  trust  that  this  Board  will  re- 
fuse to  strike  out  the  amendment. 

Aldeiman  Cutter— I  think  the  gentleman  has 
given  us  some  good  reasons  why  we  should  strike 
out  this  appropriation.  lie  says  we  propose  to 
put  in  a  new  boiler.  I  don't  want  this  boiler  under 
me  all  summer.  There  is  no  trouble  now  about 
members  of  the  oilier  branch  and  lobbyists  and 
office  seekers  going  up  to  attend  meetings;  they 
can  get  up  there  easy  01  amah  now.  This"  subject 
has  come  up  year  after  year,  and  it.  has  been 
deemed  injudicious  by  former  boards  to  put  in  an 
elevator  and  sieani  boiler,  and  occupy  so  much  of 


Aldeiman  Emery— The  basement  of  this 
ing  requires  heat,  and  it  is  necessary  that  heating 
apj  a  ■atus  should  be  put  in,  and  it  would  not  be  a 
detriment  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  build- 
Alderman  Power— It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  let  this  ap- 
propriation pass,  in  order  to  save  time 
and  get  the  matter  of  the  Auditor's  esti- 
mates set  led,  and  let  the  question  of  an 
elevator  be  uiscusssed  when  it  comes  before 
the  Board.  But  as  the  Alderman  opposite  has 
brought  up  th  •  question,  1  will  say  that  I  hope  the 
appropriation  will  not  be  made,  and  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  an  elevator  put  into  this  building. 
"When  this  City  Hall  was  designed  there  was  no 
calculation  made  for  an  elevator;  consequently 
we  cannot  put  one  in  here  without  to, ally  di  stroy- 
ing  the  an  lute  tural  beauty  of  the  building.  Fill 
up  the  centre  of  ihis  hall  with  an  elevator  and  you 
greatly  impair  the  ventilation  <f  the  budding. 
Beside-,  1  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  offer  any 
great  inducement  to  people  to  come  here ;  they 
never  come  with  reluctance  now,  and  are  not  in  a 
hurry  to  go  away,  particularly  when  there  are 
offices  to  be  had.  1  do  not  think'  we  need  any  ele- 
vator, and  I  hope  this  building  will  not  be  cut  up 
to  put  one  in.  There  is  sufficient  heating  appara- 
tus in  the  basement  at  present  to  counteract  the 
dampness;  but  no  good  reason  has  been  offered 
why  the  beauties  of  the  building  should  be  marred 
by  putting  in  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  item  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars  for  an  elevator  will  not  be 
stricken  out,  and  for  one  reason  in  particular, 
that  it  may  hazard  the  passage  of  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  or  at  least  delay  it  for  many  weeks. 
The  Common  Council  have  signified  their  desire 
to  have  this  elevator,  and  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  This 
matter  is  a  very  small  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
amount  appropriated,  and  if  added  to  the  bill  it 
does  not  bind  the  City  Council  to  put  the  elevator 
into  the  building. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  is  a  very  weak  argument, 
to  tax  the  people  of  this  city  in  order  to  concur 
with  the  other  branch.  If  we  need  this  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  let  us  tax  the  citizens  for  it,  and 
if  we  do  not  need  it,  let  us  not  tax  them  for  it. 
Let  us  do  what  is  right. 

Alderman  Prescott— So  long  as  the  matter  of 
having  an  elevator  in  City  Hall  has  been  discussed 
I  should  like  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  it.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  it  is  to  be  for  the  accom- 
modation of  lobbyists  and  office  seekers.  I 
do  not  think  that  is  the  design.  It  is  well  known 
that  important  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment are  in  the  upper  part  of  this  building.  The 
School  Committee,  the  departments  of  Sewers  and 
Streets  are  located  there,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  people  are  called  there  daily  on  business  with 
those  departments,  It  is  no  argument  that  fhe. 
building  was  not  originally  designed  for  an  ele- 
vator. The  hotel  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
was  not  designed  for  one,  but  one  has  been  put  in. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  an  elevator  in  this  building 
willbeagreat  accommodation  to  thousands  of 
people  who  have  frequent  business  in  this  hall. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  style  of  argu- 
ment used  against  the  elevator  of  rather  a  low 
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order.  Gentlemen  all  know  that  every  other 
building  of  this  magnitude  in  the  country  has  sn 
elevator  in  it  and  one  is  needed  in  this  building 
more  for  the  convenience  of  citizens  who  have 
business  with  the  departments  than  for  any  other 
class. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  show  where  it  was  demanded  by  the  tax- 
payers he  would  withdraw  his  objection.  He  had 
seen  no  demands  except  from  members  of  the 
Government.  The  reasons  which  apply  to 
other  buildings  do  not  apply  to  this  one;  it 
will  destroy  the  convenience  and  ventilation; 
and  there  is'  no  need  of  an  elevator  here.  He  did 
not  want  to  offer  any  more  inducements  to  people 
to  come  to  City  Hall,  and  certainly  not  if  it  was 
going  to  add  anything  to  the  School  Committee. 
But  the  main  reason  against  it  is  that  the  taxpay- 
ers have  not  asked  for  it ;  there  is  no  public  neces- 
sity for  such  an  expenditure.   . 

Alderman  Emery  said  it  was  true  the  taxpayers 
had  not  asked  for  it ;  but  they  do  not  ask  for  a 
great  many  things ;  the  Board  are  sent  there  to 
exercise  their  discretion  and  expend  such  money 
as  is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  city's  business. 
The  argument  that  an"  elevator  will  injure  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  City  Hall  is  all  bosh. 

Aldeiman  Peters  asked  where  they  thought  of 
putting  in  the  elevator. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  that  subject  had 
not  been  considered.  But  the  committee  had  con- 
eluded  that  it  would  injure  neither  the  symmetry 
nor  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  building. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  require  extra 
police  to  keep  the  vagrants  from  riding  on  the  el- 
evator. Then  there  was  the  extra  risk  of  having 
an  engine  and  steam  boiler  under  the  building. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  §12,000  was  but 
the  beginning.  It  would  cost  §5000  a  year  to  keep 
the  elevator  running. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  in  favor  of  the  ele- 
vator. The  time  has  arrived  when  every  foot 
of  room  in  the  building  must  be  improved; 
and  an  elevator  would  enable  them  to 
utilize  the  rooms  on  the  upper  floors.  He 
instanced  the  Sears  Building,  where  the  rooms 
on  the  fifth  story  were  almost  as  valuable  as  those 
on  the  first  or  second  story.  All  the  leading  ho- 
tels have  elevators,  because  their  guests  demand 
thein.  He  thought  gentlemen  were  behind  the  times 
when  they  stood  tlu-ie  and  talked  about  not  needing 
an  elevator  in  City  Hall.  The  public  have  a  right  to 
facilities  for  easy  access  to  the  departments,  and 
the  ventilation  will  not  at  all  be  affected  by  it.  He 
did  not  see  how  it  would  cost  $5000  a  year  to  run 
it;  he  could  get  ta  good  engineer  for 
$1000,  and  it  would  require  only  two  tons  of 
coal  a  week,  and  in  the  coldest  weather  three, 
and  on  the  whole  the  cost  would  not  be  more 
than  §3000  a  year.  No  policemen  will  be  neces- 
sary; the  man  who  runs  the  elevator  will  take 
care  of  it,  so  that  bugbear  is  an  idle  one,  and  they 
do  not  have  vagrants  about  City  Hall.  He  did  not 
possess  §300,000  to  be  taxed  every  year;  but  he 
believed  the  taxpayers  demanded  and  have  a 
right  to  good  facilities,  and  he  believed  they 
would  thank  their  representatives  for  them.  He 
would  not  allude  to  the  high  taxes  so  often. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  personalities  only  showed 
the  weakness  of  an  argument.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  knows  an  elevator  is  not 
profitable,  else  he  would  have  had  one  in  his  build- 
ing. It  is  the  taxpayers'  money  that  runs  the  City 
Government.  He  had  not  seen  a  single  economi- 
cal measure  advocated  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  since  he  had  liad  a  seat  at  the  Board. 
.  Alderman  "Worthington  claimed  that  he  had  ad- 
vocated the  best  system  of  economy;  he  said, 
spend  money  where  it  is  needed.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  was  doing  that  every  day  in  paving 
the  streets  of  the  city,  and  it  was  so  in  other  de- 
partments. He  shouid  always  favor  such  economy 
as  that. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and 
the  Board  voted  to  adopt  the  amendment: — yeas  8, 
nays  4. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Power 
—4. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment, made  in  the  Common  Council,  of  §30,000  for 
a  schoolhouse  site  in  the  Everett  District,  Dorches- 
ter. He  thought  it  would  be  cheaper  to  wait,  as 
land  was  declining  in  price  there. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  Board  would  con- 
,cur.  The  appropriation  was  recommended  by  the 
School    Committee     and    Committee     on     Pub- 


lic Instruction.  The  Finance  Committee 
had  reported  an  estimate  of  §15.000  for  a 
new  site  at  City  Point,  and  of  the  two 
he  thought  the  one  in  Dorchester  was  needed 
the  more— though  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  se- 
cure a  lot  at  City  Point.  The  facts  concerning 
the  Everett  School  in  Dorchester  are  as  follows : 
Grammar  scholars,  280;  primary  do.,  200— total, 
480;  number  last  March,  339 ;  increa-e,  111.  Three 
new  teachers  have  been  added  since  last  May.  At 
that  time  all  the  pupils  were  in  the  same  building; 
now  all  the  primary  scholars  are  outside  and  the 
old  house  is  nearly  full  of  grammar  scholars.  Two 
primary  schools  have  been  e.-tablished  about  half 
a  mile  apart,  with  two  teachers  in  each ;  as  soon  as 
the  weather  becomes  pleasant  both  those  houses 
will,  without  doubt,  be  filled  to  their  present 
capacity ;  when  it  will  be  necessary  either  to  oc- 
cupy the  attic  or  procure  another  house.  In  either 
case  a  considerable  difficulty  will  have  to  be  over- 
come. For  the  house  in  "Boston  street  a  rent 
of  §900  is  paid ;  for  the  one  on  Everett  avenue  of 
§1000,  or  §1300,  according  to  certain  conditions. 
Two  hundred  and  fourteen  houses  have  been  built 
in  this  district  within  the  last  two  years,  fifty  of 
which  are  still  unoccupied.  Arrangements  are 
making  now  to  build  several  brick  blocks 
this  season.  It  would  be  better  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation this  year,  and  it  would  be  a  good  poli- 
cy generally  for  the  city  to  purchase  schoolhouse 
sites  when  they  are  needed. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  the  size  of  the  present 
lot. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  not  the  figures  with  him, 
but  he  was  sure  the  building  would  have  to  be 
used  in  a  short  time  for  primary  scholars  entirely. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  there  seemed  to  be  no 
need  of  this  lot  this  year.  He  referred  to  the  sale 
of  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  last  year,  and  ask- 
ed why  that  had  not  been  fitted  up.  Besides,  he 
believed  there  was  ample  room  to  build  auother 
house  on  that  lot.  It  was  taxing  the  people  for 
§30.000  when  it  was  not  needed. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  whether  the  site  at 
South  Boston  would  be  needed  this  year. 

Alderman  Prescott  replied  that  although  it 
might  not  be  needed  this  year,  the  locality  was 
rapidly  filling  up,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  ob- 
tain the  lot. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  distance  between  this 
lot  and  the  old  Mather  Schoolhouse  was  not  so 
great  as  the  distance  he  travelled  to  school  when 
a  boy. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  thev  were  in  dif- 
ferent districts. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote  as  fol- 
ows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Worthington. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  the  appropriation 
for  salaries  was  so  much  less  this  year   than   last. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  a  transfer  of  several  salaries  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Assessors'  and  other  Depart- 
ments. 

Alderman  Harris  had  labored  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  an  economical  move. 

The  order  relating  to  the  appropriations  and  the 
order  to  lay  a  tax  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  amendments, 
and  as  amended  were  passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Jonas  Pierce,  constable,  being  pre- 
sented duly  certified  by  the  treasurer,  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  Ezekiel  S.  Johuson  S3250  for  Mag- 
azine-street land  damages  ;  Mary  and  Annie  Wig- 
flesworth  §500  for  Hawley-street  land  damages, 
everally  passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "Newcomb  street"  to 
Prescott  place  in  Ward  11.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestone's  on  Broadway,  from  N  to  Q 
streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Halleck  street, 
between  Buggies  and  Ward  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
the  above  portion  of  Halleck  street.  Estimated 
cost  §3500.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
Kingsbury  street.    Estimated  cost  §6500.     Passed. 

Order  for  Eastern  Railroad  Company  to  station 
a  flagman  at  the  crossing  on  Bennington  street. 
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Order  for  the  abatement  and  reassessment  of 
certain  assessments  for  furnishing  edgestones  in 
streets  of  this  city. 

THE  WATER-STREET     EXTENSION. 

The  order  to  pay  Charles  G.  Greene  et  al. 
$325,000  for  estate  surrendered  to  the  city  on 
"Water  street  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  and 
it  having  been  given  a  second  reading,  Alderman 
Harris  offered  the  following  amendment:  "Said 
owners  to  pay  the  taxes  upon  the  estate  assessed 
May  1, 187.'),  and  to  have  the  right,  if  they  desire,  to 
occupy  said  estate  free  of  rent  until  August  31, 
1874." 

Alderman  Harris  said  Ibis  was  a  part  of  the  set- 
tlement agreed  upon,  and  to  provide  against  any 
contingency  that  might  arise,  it  was  thought  best 
to  put  it  into  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  for  an  explanation; 
the  building  covered  only  3733  feet  of  land,  and 
the  property  was  assessed  in  1873  for  $150,000. 
And  yet  the  Committee  on  Streets  were  asking 
for  $325,000  for  the  estate. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  well  known 
that  this  building  was  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Devonshire  streets,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  to  be  found  in  the  city.  It  was 
stated  by  Colonel  Greene,  who  came  before  the 
committee,  that  they  were  receiving  for  it  $32,000 
per  year,  which  wotild  be  k  per  cent,  upon  $400,000. 
They  were  receiving  $23,000  besides  their  own 
rent.  The  Alderman  thought  he  knew  something 
about  the  value  of  a  newspaper  office  in  that  vi- 
cinity, and  was  free  to  say  that  the  rent  for  the 
Post  printing  office  was  worth  $10,000,  although 
they  had  put  it  at  $9000,  making  the  whole  rent 
$32,000  instead  id  .-;;;;, mill.  It  was  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  the  city  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the 
affair.  There  were  very  few  gentlemen  who  would 
be  willing  to  accept  $325,000  for  an  estate  that  was 
paying,  and  promised  to  pay  in  the  future,  8  per 
cent,  upon  $400,000.  The  firm  of  Beals,  Greene  & 
Co.  would  be  very  glad  to  have  the  Board  let  the 
building  alone  at  $400,000.  They  would  very  much 
prefer  to  remain  where  they  are  and  have  their 
building  as  it  is,  than  to  receive  what  is  offered 
them. 

Alderman  (utter  said  he  saw  by  the  Alderman's 
statement  that  the  matter  was  still  worse  than  he 
at  first  thought.  He  states  that  the  rent  of  the 
building  is  actually  $32,000  per  year.  But  the 
committee  propo-eil  to  give  them  the  rent,  by  the 
amendment  offered,  for  about  six  months  to  come. 
Therefore  they  proposed  to  give  them  $16,000 
more  than  the  order  actually  proposed.  He  could 
not  conceive  how  they  could  justify  themselves  in 
voting  $325,000  for  that  building.  He  knew  the 
assessors  of  Ward  4  were  not  delinquent  in  their 
duty.  He  knew  they  were  assessing  buildings  for 
$25,000  that  were  afterwards  sold  for  $20,000,  and 
it  was  said  that  the  leal  estate  of  Ward  4  was  as- 
sessed more  pro  rata  than  that  of  any  other  ward 
in  the  city.  He  saw  the  assessors  assessed  this 
estate  last  year  for  $l.r,(),«i)o,  and  he  believed  year 
before  last  it  was  assessed  lor  $210,01)0.  Why  they 
had  lowered  that  assessment  $oo,ono  he  could  not 
tell.  He  did  not  see  how  they  just  died  themselves. 
If  they  had  lowered  it  because  of  the  part  that 
was  cut  off,  it  was  not  justifiable,  for  the  owners 
had  thrown  the  whole  building  upon  the  city.  In  ad- 
dition to  that,  the  estate  had  received  from  the  city 
of  Boston  $10,001)  as  grade  damages  last  year.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  piling  it  pretty  thick 
upon  the  city ;  $10,000  last  year  and  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  si;ii,unn  last  year,  and  now  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  them  the  rent  for  six  months,  which 
was  enual  to  $li;,Ono— equal  to  $20,000.  The  Board 
would  see  they  were  giving  pretty  well  up  toward 
$375, "nil  to  the  owners  of  that  estate  from  the  city 
of  Boston  for  these  two  years.  AVhile  other  gen- 
tlemen, on  other  committees,  such  as  paving, 
claims,  etc.,  were  trying  to  save  the  city's  money 
at  the  rate  of  $."o,  $25  and  $10  at  a  time, 'he  did  not 
feel  willing  to  stand  up  and  ask  them  to  vote  to 
pay  such  sums  as  this.  Without  more  knowledge 
upon  the  subject  he  could  not  vote  for  the  order 
as  it  stood.  He  trusted  the  matter  would  lie  over 
so  that  the  Board  could  look  into  the  merits  of  the 
case.  If  it  was  necessary, they  should  referitback 
to  the  Street  Commissioners  and  get  their  opinion 
upon  this  question,  because  he  believed  that  the 
Board  should  look  after  large  sums  as  well  as 
small  ones.  It  did  seem  tohim  that  they  could 
not  be  justified  in  voting  for  that  amount. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  desired  to  state 
that  the  committee  were  not  responsible  for  what 
the  as-essorshad  seen  fit  to  tax  that  block  for. 
"When  the  owners  came  before  the  committee  they 


said  they  had  not  complained  of  the  taxes  So 
far  as  he  knew,  he  believed  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners agreed  with  them  in  calling  this  a  good 
settlement.  They  were  threatened  with  a  suit 
against  the  city,  and  the  City  Solicitor  had  looked 
into  it  and  had  said  it,  was  as  good  a  settlement  as 
could  be  made,  and  advised  the  city  to  pay  that 
amount  rather  than  be  sued  for  $400,000.  He  felt 
satisfied  that  they  were  making  a  fair  settlement 
with  the  owners  of  the  property.  It  was  true  that 
the  amendment  proposed  to  give  them  the  rent 
till  the  first  of  September,  but  the  firm  proposed 
to  move  out  as  soon  as  possible  and  give  them  the 
building.  The  time  was  fixed  at  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, so  that  they  might  not  have  the  appear- 
ance of  crowding  them  out  of  the  building  before 
they  could  get  ready  to  go  somewhere  else.  The 
Aldermen  knew  very  well  that  Beals,  Greene  & 
Co.  were  erecting  a  new  building  on  Milk  street, 
and  were  in  hopes  to  have  it  ready  by  the  first  of 
May.  But  it  was  the  feeling  of  the  committee 
and  the  commissioners  that  they  should  not  be 
crowded  in  moving ;  that  it  would  be  unjust  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  after  cutting  off  their  build- 
ing first  on  Devonshire  street  and  then  on  Water 
street,  as  the  city  had  been  compelled  to  do  against 
their  most  earnest  remonstrance.  The  Board 
should  deal  with  them  fairly  and  not  crowd 
them  to  move  before  they  could  conveniently  do 
so.  He  felt  that  they  were  doing  full  justice  with 
the  city  and  dealing  fairly,  as  they  should  do,  with 
the  owners  by  paying  the  $325,000  for  the  prop- 
erty. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  some 
explanation  in  reference  to  the  matter,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  that  had  it 
under  consideration  not  only  this  year,  but  in  the 
year  just  past.  The  award  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners for  that  property  was  $287,000  or  $290,- 
000,  and  there  were  very  good  reasons  for  expect- 
ing that  they  would  not  make  the  award  any 
higher  than  they  expected  to  have  to  pay  for  the 
property.  This  amount  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.  de- 
clined to  accept.  They  went  before  the  committee 
last  year  several  times  and  their  claim  for  the 
property  was  based  upon  the  amount  of  income 
that  they  derived  from  it.  They  showed  very  con- 
clusively to  the  committee  last  year  that  the  prop- 
erty was  worth  to  them  not  only  $325,000  but 
$400,000,  inasmuch  as  they  had  leased  it  to  good 
tenants  for  $23,000  over  and  above  the  part  occu- 
pied by  them,  which  they  thought  equal  to  $10,000 
per  annum,  giving  them  an  income  on  this  prop- 
erty of  $33,000  per  annum.  If  they  could  believe 
Colonel  Greene— and  he  believed  he  was  a  man 
whose  word  was  generally  taken  in  this  community, 
and  had  been  known  for  a  good  many  years  as  a 
man  who  generally  tells  the  truth— he  would  rather 
have  his  property  left  than  take  even  $400,000  for 
it.  But  the  city  came  there  and  took  it  away  from 
him,  drove  him  out,  and  he  asked  to  be  paid  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  the  property.  The  com- 
mittee of  last  year  made  up  their  minds  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  $325,000  than  to  stand  a 
lawsuit  and  the  result  of  a  trial  by  jury  or  by  ref- 
erees. Messrs.  Beals,  Greene  &  Co.  would  not  ac- 
cept that  amount  last  year,  but  after  several  hear- 
ings this  year  they  had  concluded  to  accept  it 
rather  than  to  have  a  long  and  perhaps  a  tedious 
lawsuit  with  the  city,  if  they  could  have  the  privi- 
lege of  remaining  there  until  their  building  on 
Milk  street  could" be  completed,  so  that  they  might 
have  a  place  to  move  into.  If  that  is  com- 
pleted in  two  months  they  will  move  out,  and 
leave  this  estate  to  the  city.  If  it  takes  three 
months  they  stay  till  it  is  finished.  At  all  events, 
if  they  remained  till  the  latest  time  designated, 
the  city  would  receive  the  property  in  time  to 
make  the  cutting  and  put  the  street  "in  condition 
before  the  cold  weather  of  next  winter  comes  on. 
He  would  state  further  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  the  settlement  was  a  good 
one  for  the  city.  The  Street  Committee  never 
made  a  settlement  of  this  magnitude  without  con- 
sulting and  getting  the  opinion  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners and  of  the  best  experts  outside,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  as  good  an  expert  as  there  was  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  a  man  skilled  in  the  values  of 
buildings  and  real  estate,  he  thought  tnis  was  a 
good  settlement  for  the  city.  There  would  be 
taken  3716  feet  of  land,  and  that  land,  no  one 
would  undertake  to  deny,  was  worth  $50  per 
square  foot,  which  came  to  $185,800.  Mr.  N.  J. 
Bradlee  had  told  him  that  the  building  could 
not  be  replaced  by  one  as  good  as  that  for 
$130,000,  although  the  present  building  did  n't 
cost  that  at  the  time  it  was  buUt.    Everything  was 
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very  low  then,  and  it  cost  from  $110,000  to  $115,000, 
but  legally  they  are  entitled  to  the  present  value 
of  the  building.  Taking  the  building  at  $125,000, 
the  property  would  come  to  $310,800,  and  that  left 
$13,200  for  contingent  claims  and  for  damages. 
There  were  tenants'  claims  there  which  could  not 
be  settled,  and  which  the  city  is  to  be  saved  barm- 
less  from.  There  would  be  2850  feet  left,  which, 
at  $50  per  foot,  would  come  to  $142,500.  The 
building  left  is  worth  $75,000,  which  will  make 
$217,000  remaining  to  the  city.  Deducting  that 
from  $325,000,  there  would  be  left  $108,000  that 
wordd  be  paid  for  the  widening.  The  city  made 
money  by  it.  In  the  estimate  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, made  up  before  they  supposed  the 
property  was  to  be  surrendered,  they  made  the 
cost  $118,000.  Taking  the  property  at  $217,000,  if 
they  wished  they  might  call  it  $33,000  to  repair  it, 
though  it  would  not  cost  over  $20,000  at  the  out- 
side, and  they  would  then  have  a  property  for 
$250,000  that  would  pay  $20,000;  not  a  very  bad 
showing  nor  a  bad  speculation  for  the  city  of 


He  knew  it  was  a  large  sum  to  bring  in  there  and 
ask  that  Board  to  allow.  It  seemed  to  be  a  large 
increase  over  and  above  the  assessment.  But  the 
committees  of  last  year  and  this  had  given  the 
matter  a  very  careful  and  candid  consideration, 
had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it,  had  got  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  outside  City  Hall  upon  it, 
and  had  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  city 
to  make  this  settlement  with  these  parties  for  this 
property.  So  much  for  an  explanation.  He  would 
state  that  this  amendment  that  had  been  proposed 
to  the  order  should  have  been  put  into  it  at  first. 
It  was  intended  to  have  the  conditions  written  in 
the  original  order,  but  from  an  oversight  it  was 
omitted,  though  it  was  incorporated  in  the  deed. 
In  addition  he  would  say  that  the  city  received 
everything  that  was  considered  a  fixture  in  the 
building,  such  as  the  boilers  and  various  other 
things  which  are  considered  as  a  realty  in  the 
taking  of  the  property. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  was  very  glad  to  ob- 
tain the  light  he  had  upon  this  subject.  He 
thought  it  showed  upon  the  face  of  it  that  the 
committee  propose  to  be  liberal  with  these  parties, 
as  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  had 
said.  He  himself  had  nothing  to  say  against 
these  parties.  He  would  say  this,  however,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  gentleman  could  claim  that 
they  could  be  considered  objects  of  charity,  as  he 
very  often  claimed  for  those  for  whom  he  spoke. 
But  truly  he  could  not  see  how  he  could  sustain 
himself  in  voting  for  this  amount,  for  it  seemed  to 
him  too  large.  If  they  took  the  figures  of  the 
chairman  just  stated  the  land  came  to  $185,800, 
and  the  whole  estate  by  the  estimate  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  would  not  be  valued  at  over 
$280,000  or  $290,000.  It  did  seem  to  him  that  this 
$325,000  was,  at  least,  $30,000  or  $35,000  more  than 
he  could  figure  up  as  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  yet  the  committee  went  $30,000  beyond  that. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was  laid  upon  the 
table  by  a  rising  vote— 7  for  and  4  against. 

THE  LATE  SENATOR  StTMNER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  transmitting 
the  following  resolutions  adopted  concerning  the 
death  of  Senator  Sumner. 

City  of  Brooklyn,  in  Common  Council,  Y 

Stated  Session,  J 

Monday,  March  16, 1874.     ) 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  and  a  copy  thereof  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  has  received  with 
deep  sensibility  the  announcement  of  the  death 
of  the  honorable  Charles  Sumner. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner 
the  world  has  lost  a  man  whose  labors  were 
effective  and  continuous  for  the  liberty,  eleva- 
tion and  progress  of  the  whole  human  race — a 
man  universally  known  as  the  foe  of  all  tyranny ; 
the  defender  of  the  oppressed,  the  protector  of 
the  defenceless  and  the  friend  of  the  slave ;  as  a 
statesman  whose  integrity  was  never  questioned; 
whose  virtue  was  without  reproach,  whose  cour- 
age never  quailed  and  whose  zeal  never  fal- 
tered; his  persistent  adherence  to  and  his  elo- 
quent, energetic  adyocacy  of  his  convictions  of 
right  in  spite  of  every  temptation  and  in 
the   face   of     all    obloquy   and   opposition,   pre- 


sent him  as  a  model  worthy  of  the  admi- 
ration and  imitation  of  all.  His  death  is  the  loss 
not  alone  of  Massachusetts,  but  of  the  nation  and 
the  world. 

Resolved,  That  we  also  bear  witness  to  the  puri- 
ty, integrity  and  high  moral  influence  which  per- 
vaded the  life  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Sumner: 
to  his  persistent  and  unwearied  efforts  in  behalf 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  to  the  unselfish  devot- 
edhess  of  his  great  abilities  in  the  exercise  of  liis 
honest  convictions  for  the  promotion  of  the  na- 
tion's good,  and  that  the  consecration  of  his  high 
life  to  constant  labor  for  the  advancement  of  the 
highest  interests  of  his  country  is  a  legacy  the  in- 
fluence of  which  is  of  priceless  value  and  ever  to 
be  sacredly  cherished. 

William  G.  Bishop,  City  Clerk, 

The  resolutions  were  sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Zelo- 
tes  Prince  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  Paris  street.    Accepted. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Fire  Department,  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
assistant-engineers  to  thirteen,  and  number  of 
firemen  to  seven  hundred-    Passed. 

Order  for  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  allowing  the  trustees  of  the 
Whiting  estate  to  place  one-half  of  a  partition 
wall  on  land  of  city  on  south  side  of  Washington 
square.    Passed. 

Report  adverse  to  procuring  rooms  in  Niles 
Block  for  accommodation  of  city  officers,  and  rec- 
ommending lease  of  estate  lib.  30  Pemberton 
square,  for  that  purpose.  Accepted,  and  the  or- 
der to  hire  estate  30  Pemberton  square,  for  a  term 
of  Ave  years  at  $3600  per  annum,  passed.- 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Washington  street  from  Court 
street  to  Haymarket  square,  Cornhill  and  Brattle 
street,  according  to  the  grades  established  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  Dec.  3  and  25,1872;  also,  to 
'furnish  and  set  the  edgestonjs,  build  the  neces- 
sary cesspools  and  drains,  and  pave  the  roadway 
of  said  streets  with  small  granite  blocks  and 
flagging  crossings;  the  expense  thereof ,  estimat- 
ed at  eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  Washington-street  Ex- 
tension. 
Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows:  Al- 
pheus  M.  Stetson,  148-152  Fourth  street,  $100; 
heirs  of  Patrick  J  Fleming,  142  Fourth  street, 
$100;  John  Kelley,  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Lin- 
den street,  $150;  John  McCarthy,  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, near  Linden  street,  $50 ;  P.  H.  Davis,  Dor- 
chester avenue,  corner  of  Ellsworth  street,  $75; 
heirs  of  Ambrose  Lovis,  P  straet,  corner  of  Broad- 
way, $192  72.    Severally  passed. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repair  the  Paving  wharf  on  Albany 
street  according  to  plans  and  specifications 
drawn  by  the  City  Engineer.  Estimated  cost, 
$1800. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  George  Spar- 
hawk  the  sum  of  $859  85,  upon  his  giving  to  the 
city  a  release  and  discharge  of  any  and  all  claims 
for  compensation  on  account  of  gravel  purchased 
of  him  by  the  town  of  Brighton  under  a  contract 
dated  May  24, 1873. 
Passed. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of 
Ellen  Ryan  for  grade  damages  on  Ontario  street, 
and  James  Underbill  for  grade  damages  on  L  and 
Third  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting,  under  the  usual 
conditions,  the  applications  of  the  following-named 
persons  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this 
city:  C.  H.  Elkins,  John  Bergen,  Cook  &  Handy, 
Augustus  Steven,  Moscley  et  Tattle,  P.  W.  Smith, 
AratusE.  Pratt,  Smith  &  Walker,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Malachi  Clark,  Michael  tiorniley,  G.  II.  Moseley  & 
Co.,  Adoniram  Curtis  and  Orsamus  Nute.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  bill  of  forty-four  dol- 
lars and  eighty-tour  (-cuts  against  the  Carney 
Hospital  for  sidewalk  laid  in  front  of  the  hospital 
estate  on  Old  Harbor  street,  South  Boston. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to   furnish   and   set   edgestones  on  the 
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southerly  side  of  Main  si,  root,  between  the  railroad 
bridge  and  the  Sorherville  line,  and  to  report  to 
this  V.oard  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges 

■.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  the  sidewalks  of  .Meridian-Street 
Bridge  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1300;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges.  , 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  beau-. 
thorized  to  repair  Western-avenue  Bridge,  between 
Brighton  and  Cambridge,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $-500;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  North  Harvard-street  bridge, 
at  an  e-timate  expense  of  srdO;  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing applications  for  license:  D.  Walter  Murphy, 
to  give  dramatic  performance  at.  vV ait's  Hall, 
April  9;  M.  Btdermuchor,  to  keep  billiard  saloon 
at  472  Washington  street;  Michael  lUulhern,  for 
a  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Warren  street  and  Wal- 
nut avenue:  Eastern  Star  bodge,  No.  143,  1.  O.O.P., 
to  give  dramatic  entertainment,  April  2;  Francis 
W.  Newcomb  and  7X  other  minor  applications  for 
newsboys'  license;  Thomas  Coughlan,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  corner  of  Treniont  and  Lenox 
streets  ;  Charles  E.  Hanning,  for  license  as  auc- 
tioneer at  14  Trenton  street ;  Hayes  &  Co.  et  al., 
for  transfer  of  wagon  license  ;  Frank  Merrill,  for 
leave  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  35  Bromliehl 
street;  A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  concerts  at  Music  Hall 
this  week;  Sigwart  Anderson,  OS  Ridimondstreet; 
John  C.  Miller,  140  Court  street;  . I  esse  Wads- 
worth,  10  Marshall  street;  Elisha  1).  Rich,  1  North 
Market  street  ;  Corham  &  Brooks,  339  "West 
Broadway,  and  William  Taylor,  333V2  Hanover 
street  ;  and  reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on 
application  of  Martha  A.  Hanson,  to  keep  bil- 
liard saloon  at  33  Howard  street;  E.  1!.  Caldwell, 
N.  P.  Perkins,  Coffin,  Nichols  &  Co.,  Patrick. 
Sweeney,  Snow  &  Devine,  J.  Ryan,  J.  E.  Hum, 
for  wagon  licenses;  A.  P.  Foster,  52  Essex  street, 
Frank  A.  Caswell,  59  Shawmut  avenue,  Simon  P. 
Humphrey,  735  Washington  street,  Albert  S. 
Thompson,  55  Merrimac  street,  for  victuallers' 
licenses.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Ordered,  That  the  onler  to  nay  Ann  J.  Phillips 
fourteen  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
seventv-tive  cents,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Cottage  street, 
passed  this  Board  November  10,  and  approved 
November  11,  1873,  be  pud  the  same  hereby  is  re- 
scinded, the  city  haviim-  paid  the  said  Phillips  for 
her  land  and  damages  upon  a  judgment  of  court. 

Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  and  George 
Atkinson,  trustees,  SK.;,3x.s  17,  on  account  of  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Washington 
street.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  ap- 
plications of  J.  F.  Barry,  P.  J.  Minton,  Samuel 
Austin  and  Perkins  &  Currier,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables;  and  "leave  to  withdraw  as  per  request" 
on  petition  of  James  U'Neil  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  on  Locust,  street.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
First  Battalion  of  light  Artillery,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
37  Treniont  street,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1874;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  on  the 
armory  building,  owned  by  the  city  on  Maverick 
street,  near  Bremen  street,  East  Boston,  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  Committee  on  Armories ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  in  the 
city  building  on  Winthrop  street,  Charlestown, 
occupied  by  Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment,  as  an 


armory  for  said  company,  as  may  be  designaied 
by  the  Committee  on  Armories  ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances—Report on  the  order  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  giving  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Survey  and  inspection  of  Buildings  full 
power  .to  decide  upon  all  questions  referred  to  it 
by  the  City  Council  concerning  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  the  city  of  Po.-ton,  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  City  Council  to  delegate  the 
powers  conferred  upon  it  by  statute  to  regulate 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings.    Accepted. 

Report  on  order  to  report  ordinance  relative  to 
election  of  eight  assistant-inspectors  of  buildings 
instead  of  six,  recommending  the  passage  of   the 
following  ordinance: 
An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 

to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  reg- 
ulation and  inspection  of  buildings  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
fifth  section,  the  word  "six"  and  inserting  in  the 
place  thereof  the  word  "eight." 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — Report  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  oh  petition  of  Sam- 
uel A.  Way's  heirs,  for  abatement  of  sewer  assess- 
ment in  Parks:;  street.    Accepted. 

Order  to  t..i.e  laad  of  Owen  Nawn,  heirs  of 
James  Huciiins,  uavis  &  Walker,  and  Boston 
Belting  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a 
sewer  in  Elmwobd  street,  between  King  street 
and  Stony  Brook,  according  to  plan  made  by  Su- 
perintendent of  Sewers,  dated  February,  1874. 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o  clock  P.  M.,  of  all  parties  opposed  to  con- 
struction of  common  sewer  in  Sterling  street,  be- 
tween Westminster  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 
Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Dorchester  street,  between  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Blake  street.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  of 
all  parties  opposed  to  proposed  construction  of 
common  sewer  in  Elmwood  street ;  in  Washington 
street,  between  Elmwood  street  and  Pynchon 
street ;  and  in  Pynchon  street,  between  Washing- 
ton and  Centre  streets.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands — Reports  on  petitions  of  S.  H.  Tarbell 
and  Martin  Hayes,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  lot  of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  purchased 
of  the  city  by  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  in  April,  1871,  be 
extended  to  April  1, 1875,  upon  condition  that  he 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  lot  of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  purchased 
of  the  city  by  Martin  Hayes,  in  May,  1870,  be  ex- 
tended to  May  1, 1875,  upon  condition  that  he  pay 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  within  ten  days  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  onFan- 
euil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  applica- 
tion of  Charles  L.  Mitchell  et  al.,  for  use  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  April  14  for  a  public  meeting.  Accept- 
ed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  special  committee 
to  nominate  suitable  candidates  for  certain  city 
offices— Report  nominating  the  following: 

Inspector  of  Lime — Ebenezer  Curtis. 

Culler  of  Hoops,  etc.— Horace  A.  Sawyer. 
Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers  —  S.  E.  Par- 
tridge, J.J.  Leighton,  Henry  Morse,  Samuel  Mcin- 
tosh, Edward  F.  Mecuen,  E.  T.  Hitchcock,  Patrick 
H.  Rogers,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  Edwin  S.  Ells- 
worth, Charles  Spear,  Wilson  Stanley,  Theodore 
Hersey,  John  Robie,  William  Moulton,  John  W. 
Morris,  William  Scollans,  Charles  E.  Rice,  James 
4..  Cogswell,  George  A.  Brown,  William  Thomas, 
John  L.  Cheney,  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  James  M. 
Gardner,  Edwin  A.  Head, Cuius  Curtis. 

Fence  Viewers — John  Dove,  John  Noble,  Luther 
Briggs,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  B.  F.  Ricker,  Horace  W. 
Jordan,  John  D.  Wester,  Edward  Curley,  John 
Gary,  Levi  Fisk,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis. 
The  nominations  were  confirmed. 
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By  the  chahman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance— 
Report  on  request  of  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
tire  Northampton-street  District  for  loan  of  $200,- 
000  for  the  raising  of  said  territory,  l  econimending 
the  passage  of  th  _■  order  therefor.'  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

HORSES  AXD   VEHICLES  OWNED  BY  THE  CITY. 

In  response  to  an  order  passed  at  ths  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  reports  were  submitted  by  the 
chabmen  of  committees  on  the  several  depart- 
ments, giving  details  of  the  number  of  horses 
owned  by  the  city  and  used  in  the  said  depart- 
ments as  follows : 

By  Alderman  St-bbius,  for  the  Trustees  of 
Mount-Hope  Cemetery— There  are  live  horses  be- 
longing to  litis  department,  val-.ed  at  §900;  four 
of  them  are  used  for  the  general  work  of  the 
cemetery,  and  the  other  by  the  Superintendent  in 
escorting  visitors  and  lot  owners  about  the  ceme- 
tery, in  sending  to  the  Post  Office,  blacksmith 
shop,  to  the  city  when  necessary,  and  in  other  in- 
cidental work.  Whenever  the  animal  employed 
by  the  Superintendent  is  sit  k  or.  disabled  one  of 
the  team  horses  is  allowed  by  the  trustees  to  sup- 
ply its  place.  There  are  also  belonging  to  this  de- 
partment five  tip  carts,  two  sleds,  one  watering 
cart,  one  hay  wagon,  an  express  sleigh,  one  ex- 
press wagon,  one  open  carriage,  one  covered 
wagon,  one  old  sleigh,  and  one  old  carryall,valued 
at  $1280. 

By  Alderman  1'rescott  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets. '"Weights  and  Measures— That  the  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict has  one  pung  sleigh,  one  harness,  and  a  very 
old,  large  wagon  (nearly  worthless),  which  has 
been  used  in  both  districts.  Th:.- Sealer  for  the 
Southern  District  has  one  harness  and  one  open 
wagon,  but  no  horse. 

By  Alderman  Bigclow  for  the  City  Engineer's 
Department— One  hor;e  and  one  top  buggy  for  the 
use  of  the  City  Engineer. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Two horses,  one  buggy,  one  sleigh,  one  job 
wagon. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Six  driving  and  forty-seven  carthorses;  one 
buggy  and  five  light  v/agons.  One  horse  and  1he 
bugg'v  are  n  ed  exclusively  by  tin-  Superinl  ndenfc 
of  Streets;  the  other  dr.ving  horses  and  light 
wagons  by  the  foremen  of  .he  departments. 

By  Aldeiman  Hall,  for  the  Conimitteeon  Lamps 
— There  are  two  horses  bt  longing  to  this  depart- 
ment kept  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Superin- 
tendent; two  harnesses,  which  have  been  in  use, 
one  for  three  and  the  other  for  five  years ;  two  top 
buggies,  respectively  valued  at  two  hundred  ana 
twenty-five  and  forty  dollars. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Building-— Three  horses  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment, one  by  the  Superintendent  and  one  for  each 
of  his  two  assistants,  and  a  carriage  for  each  of 
them. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Department  for 
the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— One 
horse,  one  top  buggy,  one  sleigh,  one  harness,  one 
buffalo  robe,  one  lap  robe,  two  horse  blankets,  one 
halter,  one  whip,  one  iron  weight.  The  sleigh  and 
harness  have  been  in  use  since  1871,  and  the  sleigh 
was  a  second-hand  one  when  purchased  for  tne 
use  of  the  department. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
ice— Th-.ce  hor  es  for  the  use  of  this  department, 
one  for  the  Chief  of  Police,  one  for  StationEleven, 
in  Dorchester,  for  the  patrol  of  that  district  and 
the  carting  of  prisoners  to  the  Court,  and  one  at 
Station  Three,  for  patiol  duty  on  Beacon  street. 

By  Aldeiman  Clark,  for  the  Comniiitce  on  Com- 
mon and  l'ublic  Ground0— That  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  does  not  have 
the  exclusive  use  of  any  horse  at  the  expense  of 
the  city. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted. 

REWARD  OFFERED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  His  honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  offer  a  reward  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  information  which  shall  lead  to 
the  detection  and  conviction  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons who,  on  the  eighteenth  instant,  abducted 
from  Broadway,  South  Boston,  Katie  Mary  Cur- 
ran,  aged  about  ten  years,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Curran,  residing-  in  South  Boston:  said 
sum  when  paid  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  passage  of 
this  order,  as  the  facts  have  become  known  to  this 
Board  through  the  newspapers.    This  girl  left  her 


parents'  house  on  (lie  morning  of  the  lsih,  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  go  to  the  store  to  pur- 
chase some  school  books.  The  last  heard  or  seen 
of  her  is  that  a  boy  saw  a  person  take  her  into  a 
carriage  and  drive  rapidly  away.  The  parents  are 
poor  and  have  not  money  to  prosecute  the  matter, 
and  as  we  know  that  money  often  obtains  infor- 
mation which  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained,  I 
hope  this  order  will  pass. 
The  order  was  passed. 

THE  CITY    NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Tower  oll'ered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Business  be  instructed  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  act  now  pending  in  the  Legi-late.re,  to  legalize 
the  Normal  schoollrecently established  in  this  city 
by  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  placed 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  should  like  the  Alderman 
to  give  some  reasons  for  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— My  reasons  are  briefly  these: 
A  bill  is  now  pending  in  the  Legislature,  which  is 
likely  to  pass,  legalizing  the  establishment  of  the 
Normal  School  in  this  city.  I  suppose  it 
is  known  to  this  Board  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Education  of 
the  Legislature  is  also  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  This,  of  course,  causes  him  to  be  looked 
upon  at  the  State  House  as  a  member  of,  and  per- 
haps to  reflect  to  a  certain  extent  the  sentiment 
of  the  City  Government  of  Boston.  I  understand 
that  he  favors  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Now,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed 
to  a  normal  school,  but  I  think  it  is  gen- 
erally understood  that  it  is  the  business  of  the 
State  to  maintain  normal  schools,  and  such  an  in- 
stitution would  be  established  in  this  city  if  it 
were  deemed  advisable,  which  would  relieve  the 
city  of  the  burden  of  maintaining  it  alone.  I  do 
not  suppose  any  member  of  this  board  wishes  to 
put  upon  this  city  the  whole  burden  of  maintain- 
ing such  a  school,  if  the  State  is  willing  to  share 
that  burden.  The  chairman  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Education  is  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  it  may  be  inferred  by  the  Legis- 
lature that  in  doing  (his  he  expresses  'the  wishes 
of  the  City  Government  of  Boston.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  City  Government  is  willing  to  impose 
this  burden  upon  the  people  if  the  Stat*  is  will- 
ing to  take  it  off  their  shoulders,  and  if  the  City 
Government  passes  this  order  it  may  have  some 
influence  upon  the  Legislature.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation wields  a  great  influence  there,  and  he  may 
be  looked  upon' as  expressing  the  opinion  and 
wishes  of  the  city,  which  I  do  not  believe  he  does. 

Alderman  Emery— I  would  inquire  of  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  It;  whether  lie  knows  that  Senator 
Washburn  is  in  favor  of  the  Normal  School,  or 
does  he  take  it  ft:r  granted  that  all  members  of 
the  School  Committee  are  in  favor  of  it;  also 
whether  he  knows  that  the  bill  gives  the  City  Gov- 
ernment the  right  to  inaugurate  a  normal  school, 
or  whether  it  is  to  establish  the  school  here  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Power— I  believe  that  it  is  proven 
that  the  Normal  School  as  it  now  si  anils  is  an  ille- 

§al  institution.  It  has  been  so  decided  by  our  City 
olicitor,  and  this  act  is  to  legalize  it.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing  a  normal 
school,  but  tho-e  gentlemen  in  their  anxiety  to 
have  such  an  institution,  have  run  the  risk  of  run- 
ning such  an  establishment  without  sanction  of 
law,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  a  bird  in  the  hand  is 
worth  two  in  the  bush.  They  think  that  if  they 
get  their  acts  legalized  I  hey  will  be  sure  of  having 
a  normal  school  here,  and  will  not  have  to  run 
the  risk  of  having  tne  State  establishing  one. 
Now,  I  assume  that  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
State  will  establish  a  normal  school  here 
if  one  is  needed.  As  it  stands  now,  the  city 
of  Boston  will  have  to  pay  the  whole  cost.  There- 
fore I  do  not  think  it  is  right,  to  have  the  Legislat- 
ure legalize  the  establishment  of  the  present 
Normal  School,  and  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  of  Boston  to  have  that  act  passed.  I  offered 
this  order  to  strengthen  the  Legislature,  to 
strengthen  the  legislative  committee  in  looking 
after  this  measure. 

Alderman  Emery— I  wanted  to  get  at  the  fact  in 
relation  to  the  member  of  the  School  Committee, 
whether  the  gentleman  knows  that  he  is  in  favor 
of  having  a  normal  school  established  by  the  city  ; 
also  whether  this  act  refers  to  the  Normal  School 
which  we  supposed  wc  bad  established.  I  want 
to  know  whether  it  is  to  establish  a  new  one  or 
to  legalize  the  one  we  have  been  running  illegally. 
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Alderman  Preseott-'-]  certainly  hope  this  order 
will  not  pass.  I  consider  this  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant matters  introduced  into  this  Board  for 
some  time  past.    The  Alderman  who  introduced  it 

says  he  suppo  e- that  no  meiuber  of  the  School 
C'o'inmii  ice  is  11,411'  -oil  to  a  normal  school.  That  is 
not  a  goo  I  rea  on  Cor  the  <  lity  Government  to  ex- 
press 1  heir  opinion  adverse  to  an  institution  until 
we  have  seen  its  workings.  The  request  went  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  state  to  establish  a  normal 
school  in  this  city;  but  the  Committee  op  Educa- 
tion reported  inexpedient,  and  the  city  got  leave 
to  withdraw.  Then  a  petition  was  put  in  to 
legalize  the  present  school,  which  has  been 
run  for  twenty  years,  and  which  men  who  have 
taken  the  gre  it'cst  interest  in  educational  matters 
have  indorsed,  because  they  know  its  worth  and 
value.  An  opinion  was  given  by  the  City  Solicitor 
last  spring  against  the  legality  of  this  school; 
nevertheless  the  school  was*  established  by 
the  City  Council,  and  had  been  run  sever- 
al years.  More  than  half  of  the  giadu- 
ates  of  that  institution  have  already  re- 
ceived positions  in  our  public  schools  and 
the  unanimous  testimony  in  regard  to  them  is, 
that  it  is  best  for  those  who  intend  to  adopt  teach- 
ing as  a  profession  to  take  the  course  provided 
there,  as  they  are  there  specially  fitted  tor  the  po- 
sition, and  it'is  that  which  lias  brought  our  schools 
up  to  a  higher  state  of  peiiection  than  they  have 
been  in  the  past.  It  is  true  that  Senator  Wash- 
burn is  a  member  of  the  school  board;  he  has 
for  years  been  chairman  of  the  Latin  School  Com- 
mittee and  has  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  such 
matters.  The  legislative  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion have  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  and  today  it  comes  to  the  House.  There 
is  a  clause  in  it  that  this  school  shall  be  le- 
galized up  to  the  time  when  the  City 
Council  and  the  school  board  wish  to  con- 
tinue or  discontinue  it  ;  they  can  abol- 
ish it  at  any  time.  I  did  not  know  that  this  mat- 
ter was  coming  up  here,  otherwise  I  should  have 
had  the  retort-;  here  that  were  made  to  the  School 
Committee  last  year.  I  believe  this  is  one  of  the 
best  educational  institutions  we  can  have, 
and  I  believe  it  is  best  for  this  city  of 
Boston  to  maintain  such  a  school.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  present  Normal  School  in  this  city  is 
SGoOLl  a  year;  they  require  no  separate  building 
and  thev  occupy  rooms  in  the  ( i iris'  High  School 
building.  If  the  State  establishes  a  normal 
school  in  this  city  it  will  be  at  the  expense 
of  a  large  building  and  a  large  corps  of  teach- 
ers, and  of  this  the  city  of  Boston  will  have  to 
pay  forty  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax  for  its 
support.  "We  would  be  absolute  losers  to  have  a 
State  normal  school  established  bete  in  place  of  a 
small  normal  school  of  our  own.  I  trust  110  hasty 
action  will  be  taken  tonight,  'llii  is, undoubtedly, 
a  new  subject  to  many  members  of  this  Board, 
and  I  trust  the  matter  will  lie  over  a  week  in 
order  that  members  may  acquaint  themselves 
more  fully  in  regard  to  the  subject.  The  pres- 
ent Normal  School  is  doing  a  good  work. 
It  has  between  seventy  and  eighty  pu- 
pils who  will  graduate  on  the  first  of  July  next' 
and  during  the  coming  year  probably  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them  will  receive  positions  in  our 
public  schools.  The  school  has  not  cost  the  city 
one  cent  since  last  June;  the  teachers  have  been 
hard  at  work  since  June  first  for  nothing,  and  in 
order  that  they  may  receive  their  salaries  this  bill 
has  been  introduced.  After  that  bill  passes,  if  the 
City  Council  sec  tit  they  can  abolish  the  school. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  see  but  this  is  a 
proper  order.  It  seems  to  be  to  be  a  question 
whether  the  city  or  the  State  shall  run  it.  No 
doubt  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  wishes  to  run 
the  school  illegally,  but  I  am  surprised  that 
he  should  stand  up  here  and  advocate 
the  city  paying  the  expense  instead  of  the  State. 
If  it  is  run  "by  the  State  we  shall  have  to  pay  only 
fortv  per  cent,  of  the  cost.  It  was  advocated  here 
that  the  city  ought  to  run  a  lunatic  asylum,  but  it 
has  been  proved  that  the  State  can  do  it  more 
economically.  I  think  it  is  a  proper  order,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  it  is  a  proper  order, 
but  for  a  different  reason  from  that  gh  en  by  the 
gentleman  who  hist  spoke.  1  am  in  favor  of  the 
school,  but  when  the  School  Committee  attempt  to 
run  it  illegally  it  should  be  a  matter  of  principle 
with  us  to  oppose  it.  They  have  run  into  debt  and 
cannot  pay  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely 
wrong  for  the  city  to  sanction  such  action. 

Alderman    Power — It   seems   to   me   that   this 
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abolish  t'.iein,  but  the  .-'1  hool  Couiuiit  tee  went  up  to 
the  Legi.  lature  and  gotan  act  taking  the  power  out 
of  our  ban  Is,  when  it  was  pro  ed  thai  one-half  of 
those  officers  could  do  the  work,  and  they  do  not 
work  mote  than  half  the  time.  It  is  just  that  way; 
when  tee  school  board  cannot  get  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  indorse  their  action  they  go  to  the 
Legislature.  If  it  only  costs  the  city  SC500  to  run 
this  school  I  think  the  State  could  run  it  for  less, 
and  we  would  only  have  to  pay  forty  per  cent,  of 
it.  I  am  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school  hi  this 
city,  but  I  am  opposed  to  the  city  of  Boston  run- 
ning this  particular  school,  ana  it  is  the  same 
chairman  cf  the  Committee  on  Education  who 
gave  the  city  leave  to  withdiaw  on  the  petition  to 
establish  a  normal  school,  who  voted  for  the  school 
in  the  School  Committee  and  now  wishes  to  legal- 
ize its  establishment. 

Alderman  Brooks — Are  these  scholars  who  are 
educated  there  from  families  out  of  town  or  in 
the  city  ? 

Alderman  Power— They  come  from  everywhere. 

Alderman  Preseott — in  answer  to  that  question 

will  state  that  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are 
Boston  pupils,  graduates  of  the  Boston  schools. 
Some  few  of  them  are  from  out  of  town  and  they 
are  obliged  to  pay  a  propo.  tionate  assessment  of 
the  cost  of  the  school.  This  school  is  maintained 
by  gentlemen  having  the  best  interest  of  the  com- 
munity at  heart.  I  hoped  that  no  other 
matter  would  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
discussing  this  matter,  but  the  gentleman 
seems  to  imply  that  the  Boston  school  board 
went  to  Ihe  Legislature  and  had  the  whole  author- 
ity in  regard  to  tiuaiit  officers  vested  in  them.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  wishes  a  discussion 
on  that  question,  I  am  willing  to  say  that  the 
schools  in  his  section  of  the  city  are  not  as  well 
attended  today  as  they  should  be,  and  there  is 
work  enough  there  for  two  truant  officers 
to  do.  The  truant  force  is  less  than  is  re- 
quired to  look  after  that  department  properly. 
The  Committee  on  Education  is  not  composed  en- 
tirely of  the  chairman.  To  establish  such  a  school 
here  by  the  State  would  certainly  not  cost  less 
than  ,«100,o;)o,  the  interest  on  whii  li  would  be  §7000 
at  seven  per  cent.,  and  the  city  of  Boston  would 
have  to  pay  forty  per  cent,  of  it, — to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  expense  of  salaries.  We  are  getting  off 
cheap  with  a  normal  school  run  in  this  city  for 
§6500.  Other  cities  have  normal  schools  of  their 
own,  and  they  are  unanimously  indorsed  by  men 
having  a  knowledge  of  edu<  ational  matters.  I  do 
not  think  gentlemen  have  sufficient  light  to  vote 
on  this  subject  tonight.  This  school  leceived  the 
almost  unanimous  support  of  the  Council  in 
past  years;  during  the  past  two  years 
it  has  graduated  sixty  or  seventy  pupils,  and  some 
years  as  many  as  eignty,  who  can  go  into  our  pub- 
lic schools  and  be  of  vastly  more  benefit  than  they 
would  be  if  they  did  not  have  the  training  they 
get  there.  I  know  of  cases  myself  where  persons 
who  have  been  elected  teachers  and  have  had  this 
experience,  have  been  cf  immense  benefit  to  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Alderman.  Peters — If  this  school  is  illegal,  it 
seems  to  me  the  members  of  the  school  board 
have  assumed  a  personal  liability,  and  have  asked 
the  Legislature  to  pass  a  post  facto  law  for  their 
benefit. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
what  other  cities  have  normal  schools. 

Alderman  Preseott— I  am  not  exactly  prepared 
to  answer  the  question  at  this  time,  but  I  think 
that  Worcester,  Springfield  and  Philadelphia 
have.  A  few  weeks  siuce  a  delegation  were  on 
here  to  visit  our  Normal  School  and  I  have  un- 
derstood that  since  they  returned  they  have  re- 
ported in  favor  of  establishing  one  upon  the  pat- 
tern of  ours.  In  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the 
school  against  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
the  facts  are  that  the  City  Council  refused 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  after  the 
1st  of  June.  There  was  only  a  month  more 
to  complete  the  year's  course  of  study  and 
private  parties  agreed  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
school  the  remainder  of  the  term.  It  was  expect- 
ed that  this  matter  would  be  brought  before  the 
courts  in  order  to  have  a  decision.  Although  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  does  not  doubt  that  it  is 
illegal,  gentlemen  high  in  the  legal  profession  will 
argue  that  the  school  was  legally  established 
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Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Feters  raised  the  point  that  the  pre- 
vious question  could  not  he  called  for  in  this 
Board. 

The  Chairman  stated  (hat  the  previous  question 
was  not  among  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  but  it  is  within  the  province  of  the 
Board  to  say  whether  the  question  shall  be  called 
or  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  the  subject  of  the 
previous  question  ought  to  be  settled  at  once. 
He  had  been  there  several  years,  and  had  never 
been  choked  oil  by  the  previous  question  before 
this  vear.  It  is  never  practised  in  the  Senate  of 
the  "United  States. 

Alderman  Power  had  never  known  of  the  pre- 
vious question  in  this  Board  until  this  year.  The 
subject  demands  a  fair  discussion. 

The  Chairman  repeated  his  previous  ruling  on 
the  subject 

Alderman  Prescott  said  lhat  he  was  the  first  to 
call  for  the  previous  question,  this  year,  but  since 
then  he  had  looked  into  the  matter,  and  believed 
that  in  the  absence  of  any  rule  Ihere  could  bs  no 
previous  question.  In  order  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Board  on  the  subject,  he  would  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  said  the  previous  question  was 
purelv  a  matter  of  taste  with  the  Board. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  there  would  be  a  full 
discu-sion  of  the  sul  j^ct,  but  with  all  due  regard 
for  the  Chairman  he  felt  that  there  couJd  be  no 
previous  question  where  there  was  no  mention  of 
it  m  the  rules. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained— yeas  9, 
nays  2,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  B'gelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris  Peters,  Power;  Stebbins,  Worthington— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Cutter,  Prescott— 2. 

'J  he  call  for  the  main  question  .was  then  re- 
jected. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  how  assessments  for 
out-of-town  scholars  could  be  collected.  Even 
if  the  Legi-  lature  legalized  the  school,  the  assess- 
ments for  last  year  would  be  lost. 

Aldei man  Prescott  said  the  number  of  out-of- 
town  scholars  is  very  small,  but  he  had  no  doubt 
they  are  willing  to  pay  double  the  amount  of  their 
assessment  if  it  is  necessary. 


Alderman  Power  thought  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  wanted  to  put  the  Board  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. The  question  is  whether  they  voluntarily 
want  to  put  upon  the  city  an  expense 
that  the  State  will  take  if  they  can  he 
shown  that  a  normal  school  is  needed. 
He  did  not  wish  to  throw  anything  in 
the  way  of  the  normal  school,  but  he  was  opposed 
to  legalizing  the  acts  of  the  School  Board.  The 
School  Board  should  get  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table,  as  he  felt  they  were  not  prepared  to 
vote  upon  it,  but  withdrew  the  motion  to  allow 
further  discussion. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  there  are  normal 
schools  in  Worcester  and  Salem  they  are  run  by 
the  State,  and  not  by  those  cities. 

Alderman  Prescott  reiterated  his  previous  state- 
ments. 

Alderman  Worthington  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  carried — yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark",  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

METROPOLITAN    STABLES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
maintain  their  stable  on  Marlborough  and  Parker 
streets  until  June  1, 1874  (amendments  on  which 
were  pending  to  limit  the  time  to  May  1  and  to 
April  1);  and  the  remonstrance  of  Charles  W 
Seaburv  and  others  against  the  same  were  taken 
from  the  table. 

Aldeiman  Worthington  again  explained  the 
order,  and  Alderman  t  lark  (Alderman  Cutter  in 
the  chair)  said  that  his  remarks  when  the  order 
was  fiistoffered  arose  f  com  a  misconception  of  the 
facts,  and  the  order  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
company  and  the  community. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters,  to  limit 
the  time  to  May  1,  was  accepted  by  Alderman 
AVorthington,  and  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    31,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  hold  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  1".  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the.  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Resolves  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Brooklyn  on  the  death  of  Charles  Sumner.  Placed 
on  tile. 

Message  from  the  .Mayor  relating  to  a  gift  to  the 
city  of  a  portrait  of  Charles  Sumner.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sumner  Ceremonies. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  City  Council  to  delegate  the 
powers  given  by  statute  to  regulate  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings.    Accepted.' 

Order  authorizing  a  reward  of  £500  for  informa- 
tion which  shall  lead  to  the  detection  and  convic- 
tion of  the  person  or  persons  who  abducted  Katie 
Mary  Curran  from  South  Boston  on  the  18th  inst. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12. 

Report  ami  order  for  extension  of  time  to  April 
1,  1875,  for  Stephen  H.  Tarbell  to  build  on  certain 
land  on  East  h  ourth  street,  on  terms  set  forth  in 
said  order.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time  to  May 
1,  1875,  for  Martin  Hayes  to  build  on  certain  land 
on  East  Fourth  street,  on  terms  set  forth  in  said 
order.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of 
buildings.     Ordinance  passed. 

Report  nominating  Inspector  of  Lime,  Culler  of 
Hoops,  etc.,  Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers,  and 
Fence  Viewers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  the  nominations  for  Field  Drivers  we-e 
amended  by  adding  the  name  of  Bernard  Cro  by, 
and  the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

Report  in  favor  of  passage  of  order  for  a  loan  of 
S20t>,ooo  to  be  applied  to  raising  territory,  etc.,  in 
Northampton-street  District,  etc.  Accepted,  and 
the  order  was  passed— yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
make  such  repairs  on  the  city  buildings,  as  may 
be  designated  by  Committee  on  A-mories,  on 
Winthrop  street,"  Chailestown,  occupied  as  an 
■j.rmory  by  Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment.  Passed 
under'a  suspension'of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Kent  of  Ward  21— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Armorii  s  to  make  such 
repairs  as  may  he  necessary  on  building  on  Mav- 
erick street,  East  Boston,  occupied  as  an  armory. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— yeas  62,  nays  0. 

Order  to  allow  S-150  per  annum  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Battalion  of  Eight  Artillery,  37 
Tremont  street,  beginning  January  1, 1S74.  Passed, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
h  lynn  of  Ward  7— yeas  62,  nays  0. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1874-75,  came  down  eon- 
curred,with  the.- e  amendments:  Strike  out  "(J  ram- 
mar  Schoolhouse  site,  Everett  District,  Ward  16, 
s;jo,ooo,"  and  an  amendment  to  order  laying  a 
specific  tax  to  correspond.  The  question  was  on 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Boardinan  of  Ward  14— If  no  material  ob- 
jection is  offered  I  should  like  to  have  this  order 
lie  upon  the  table.  I  understand  from  prominent 
citizens  in  the  section  of  the  city  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  locate  the  grammar  schoolhouse  alluded 
to  in  the  amendment,  that  tlieic  is  urgent  need  of 
one  there.  They  think  their  claims  have  not  been 
fully  presented,' and  my  purpose  is  to  enable  them 
ro  apper.r  bcfoie  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the 
Committee    on    Public    Instruction,  and    if,    after 


to  recede  from  the  vote  striking  out  this  amend- 
ment, then  the  Council  can  concur.  I  move  that 
the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  after  an  examination  of  the  subject, 
are  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  purchasing  a  lot 
of  land;  but  they  are  willing  to  hear  any  parties 
on  the  subject,  and  of  cour.-e  propose  to  do  so.    I 


should  prefer  that  the  Council  should  adhere  to 
their  former  action  and  let  the  bill  go  back.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  concur 
in  the  amendment  at  their  next  meeting.  The 
committee  are  not  committed  to  any  location,  and 
will  hear  parties  in  interest.  The  request  of  the 
school  board  came  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  while  the. 
committee  would  like  to  have  the  appropriation, 
they  would  like  to  look  a'. out  for  the  most  advan- 
tageous site. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14— In  that  view  of  the 
matter,  as  explained  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16, 1  withdraw  my  motion  to  lav  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved'  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  vote  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  to  ad- 
here will  prevail.  From  what  I  have  learned  to- 
day I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  action  in  the 
other  branch  was  on  account  of  a  lack  of  informa- 
tion on  the  subject;  and  if  it  goes  back  I  have 
reason  to  think  the  amendment  Will  be  adopted. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  .$500 
in  repairing  and  furnishing  armory  of  First  Com- 
pany of  Cadets,  '.14  Tremont  street".  Passed— yeas 
.57,  nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  a  portion  of  the  Town  Hall  of 
Brighton  to  be  fitted  up  for  a  police  station  for 
Fourteenth  Division.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICEES. 

The  elections  of  various  city  officers  came  up  in 
the  regular  order  of  unfinished  business,  and 
were  proceeded  with  as  follows: 

Comntissionri  of  Shthhuj  Fund.  Report  nomi- 
nating John  O.  Poor  as  Commissioner  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  at  large  for  two  years.  Messrs.  Long  of 
Ward  22,  Morse  of  Ward  13,  and  Jennings  of  Ward 
5  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

N  ecessarv  to  choice 31 

John  O.  Poor  had 57 

Scattering 3 

And  Mr.  Poor  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Report  nomi- 
nating Nehcmiah  Gibson  and  Samuel  B.  Hopkins 
as  Directors  at  large  of  the  East  Bo-ton  Ferries 
for  two  years,  from  first  Monday  of  May  next. 
Messrs.  Ci'ocker  of  Ward  6,  Gordon  of  Ward  3. 
and  Perkins  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice : 34 

Nehemiah  Gibson 43 

Samuel  I!.  Hopkins Is 

William  Wooley 37 

S.  S.  Woolley 1 

and  one  ballot  for  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, not  counted. 

Messrs.  Gibson  and  Hopkins  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Directors  of  J'nhlir  Institutions.  Report  nom- 
inating George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L.  Pres- 
cott  and  Lyman  A.  Belknap  as  Directors  at  large 
for  Public  Institutions  for  three  years,  from  first 
Monday  of  May.  Mcssis.  Woods'of  Ward  8,  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  9  .and  Dacey  of  Ward  20  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Lyman  A.  Belkuap 46 

Patrick  Donahoe 36 

Washington  L.  Prcscott 31 

George  P.  Baldwin 3(1 

W.E.  Bicknell 25 

George  W.  Parmenter 13 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 11 

and  one  ballot  for  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery not  counted. 

Messrs.  Belknap  and  Donahoe  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council.  A 
second  ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy,  with 
the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

W.  L.  Prescott 24 

George  P.  Baldwin 17 

W.E.  Bicknell 27 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 1H) 

There  being  no  choice,  a  third  ballot  was 
ordered,  with  the  following  result: 
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Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

W.E.BickneU.. 30 

..W.L.  Prescott 22 

George  P.  Baldwin 15 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr 1 

There  being  no  choice  a  fourth  ballot  was  order- 
ed, with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

W.E.BickneU 28 

W.L.  Prescott 23 

George  P.  Baldwin 15 

George  W.  Parmenter . .  2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half -past  eight, 
being  the  second  report  and  orders  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an 
amendment  fixing  salarv  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3300,  and  also  inserting  "one  horse  and 
vehicle,  or  more,"  instead  of  "a  horse  and  vehi- 
cle" in  sections  two  and  four  on  page  seven  of  said 
document. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  giving  the 
second  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8—1  move  to  reconside 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  the  Council 
refused  to  make  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners $3500. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  question  being 
upon  giving  the  second  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Inasmuch  as  the  order 
has  not  been  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  would 
inquire  whether  it  is  not  proper  to  make  an  amend- 
ment to  any  section  of  the  order. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the  second 
order  have  a  second  reading?  There  can  he  but 
one  motion  before  the  house  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  whether 
any  amendment  is  in  order. 

The  President— It  would  be  if  it  is  to  the  second 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7— Then  if  the  Chair  will 
not  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8, 1  will  move  to  make  the  salaries  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners  $3400. 

The  President— The  first  order  is  not  before  the 
Council.  The  question  is  on  giving  the  second 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  decide  that  the  first  order  has  been  passed  to  a 
second  reading? 

The  President— The  Council  has  been  through 
all  the  orders  once.  The  first  order  was  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  and  the  question  now  is, 
Shall  the  second  order  have  a  second  reading? 
The  question  has  not  been  put  upon  the  passage 
of  the  first  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  the  Chair  will  refer  to- 
the  record  of  the  Conncil  he  will  find  that  the 
first  order  was  not  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
made  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  special  assignment  while  the  question  of  giv- 
ing the  first  order  a  second  reading  was  pending. 

The  President— The  Chan-  will  look  over  the  pa- 
pers again,  and  if  in  error  he  will  be  happy  to  cor- 
rect it.  It  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  Council,, 
on  page  140,  that  the  first  order  was  passed  to  a 
second  reading.  That  is  the  record  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  question  now  is  upon  giving  the  second 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  cannot  help  what  mis- 
takes the  Clerk  or  any  one  else  may  make,  but  it 
is  not  a  fact  that  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  if  I  had  heard  the  records  read  this 
evening  I  should  have  objected  to  them.  While 
that  matter  was  under  consideration  I  made  the 
motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  assignment.  Every  gentleman  here  under- 
stands that  as  well  as  I  do,  and  if  it  is  not  true 
they  can  correct  my  statement. 

The  President— In  order  that  the  gentleman  may 
have  the  opportunity  which  he  desires,  the  Chair 
will  proceed  differently  from  the  regular  order,  if 
there  is  no  objection.  Therefore,  instead  of  going 
through  the  orders  separately,  as  the  Chair  in- 
tended, and  giving  each  a  second  reading,  the 
question  will  be  upon  the  passage  of  the  first 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn — Then,  sir,  I  move  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  first  order  by  making  the  salaries  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  $3400  instead  of 
$4000.  I  make  that  amendment  at  this  time  in 
order  that  the  gentleman  who  was  prevented  from 
moving  a  reconsideration  may  do  so  now. 


The  President— Now,  upon  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  this  order,  the  gentleman's  motion  to 
reconsider  would  be  in  oruer.  The  objection  be- 
fore was  that  this  order  was  not  before  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  renewed  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  previou-  ly  made,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  31,  nays  36. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Brown, 
Burgess,  Caw  ley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cusliman,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jennings 
Kent,  Long,  Martin,  McCaity,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Sillev.  Sweat,  Thacher, 
AValbridge,  Warren,  Weston,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Koardman,  Brack- 
ett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Crocker,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day, 
Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Hariington,  Hine,  Hunnewell, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Noyes,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Itussi "11. 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Whiston, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willeutt.Woods— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bearce,  Denny,  Hicks,  Woodward — 6. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  now  move  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  upon  the  table,  and  I  will  give  no- 
tice that  if  that  motion  prevails  I  shall  move  to 
take  from  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  was  passed  in  concurrence  the  or- 
der to  rescind  all  the  orders  in  Salary  bill  (City 
Doc.  No.  26),  and  recommit  them  to  the  Committee 
on  Salaries.  On  the  motion  to  lay  this  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If   the  gentleman   will 

five  a  good  reason  for  the  motion  i  should  like  to 
ear  it.  If  the  gentleman's  motive  is  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  I  do  not 
think  he  will  accomplish  it.  Some  gentlemen 
here  seem  to  wish  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  but  I  think  the  good  sense  of 
the  Council  will  refuse  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  reason  I  make  this 
motion  is  that  the  gentleman  may  be  more  enlight- 
ened as  to  the  duties  of  these  officers.  He  has  not 
been  in  this  City  Government  as  long  as  I  have, 
and  if  he  had  it  appears  to  me  he  would  be  will- 
ing either  to  advance  other  salaries  or  cut  these 
down.    I  only  want  to  enlighten  him  a  little. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— If  I  have  erred  or  not  at- 
tended to  my  duties  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7, 1  trust  my  greenness  will  be  my  ex- 
cuse.   But  I  have  lived  in  this  world  as  long  as  he 


mittee  on  Salaries— gentlemen  who  have  been 
long  in  the  City  Government— is  not  sufficient  to 
give  me  an  idea  of  the  duties  of  city  officers,  I  will 
call  upon  the  gentleman  for  information,  and  if  he 

fives  me  any  more  I  will  be  glad  of  it.  With  the 
nowledge  1  possess  1  consider  myself  competent 
to  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  highest  salarv. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  this  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  not  prevail.  The  subject  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Salaries  twice,  and 
they  have  reported  the  same  sum  both  times. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  was  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  Salaries,  but  I  do  know  that 
after  the  recommittal  of  the  report  a  meeting  of 
that  committee  was  called,  and  these  orders  were 
passed  upon  before  a  single  member  of  this 
Council  could  be  consulted.  If  the  gentleman  was 
at,  the  committee  meeting  he  knows  whether  or 
not  that  is  a  fact.  Members  of  this  Council  were 
not  even  given  an  opportunity  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration. If  I  am  not  right  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  correct  me. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — When  the  question  was 
up  for  discussion,  the  gentleman  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  move  a  reconsideration.  The  fault  was 
his  own  and  not  the  committee's. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  rule  compels  the 
clerk  to  hold  the  papers  twenty-four  hours  after  a. 
meeting,  and  that  rule  was  not  complied  with. 
The  meeting  of  the  committee  was  called  before 
the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours.* 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  discussion,  but  if  the  gentleman  did  not  take 
advantage  of  the  rule  it  is  his  own  fault.  He 
ought  to  get  up  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost— yeas  21,  nays  46,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Crowley,  Cushman,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Morse, 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren—21. 
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Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Heal,  Bleiler, 
Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Butler, 
Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Daeey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Fuller,  (ioldthwait,  Harrington,  Iline,  Hun- 
newell,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Loring,  Minot, 
Mooney,  Noyes,  Page,  1  eahndy,  Tease,  Powers, 
Pray,  Putnam,  Bussell,  Sililev,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweetser.  Train,  West,  Winston,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
E.P.Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Womls^l6. 

•Absent  or  not  voting—  Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Hicks,  Weston,  Woodward — 6. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  section 
seven,  by  making  i-he  salaries  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  §4100. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  this  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  y?as  and  nays 
will  not.be  called  for.  It  is  certainly  evident  that 
some  sharp  practice  is  intended  to  prevent  this 
matter  from  going  through  tonight.  Ihopethe 
real  business  of  the  Council  will  be  attended  to 
without  the  disgraceful  iilibu-tering  which,  has 
been  commenced  and  which  1  think  is  disgraceful. 
I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  motion 
and  that  we  shall  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  state  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  gentleman,  that  I  propose  to  filibuster 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill  from  one  section 
to  the  other.  My  motion  is  a  proper  one,  and  it 
may  as  well  be  understood  that  I  propose  to  fight 
the  bill  through,  if  possible, section  bv section  and 
order  by  order.  You  can  vote  it  down  if  you  see 
fit. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— That  is  just  the  position 
I  expected  to  find  the  gentleman  take.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  show  good  sense  by  voting 
against  his  motion. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1 — I  move  to  make  the 
sum  $4000. 

The  President — That  is  not  in  order,  that  sum 
having  been  once  rejected. 

The  yeas  anil  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  make  the  sum  $4100  was  lost— yeas  12,  nays 
56— as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Moley,  Mooney,  Noves,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Sweat,  Thacher— 12. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Bleiler,  Boardman,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt, 
Burgess,  Butler,  Cawby,  Collins,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cudworth,  Cu-hman,  Daeey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  (ioldthwait,  (iordon, 
Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kimball, 
Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Morse,  Page,  PeaDody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Traiii,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Weston,  Whist E.P.Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wil- 
bur, Willcutt,  Woods— 56. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Hicks,  Woodward— 5. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— Shall  the  main  question  now  be 
put? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  put,  as  some  gentlemen  here  on  my 
left  are  desirous  of  making  the  salary  S4000,  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  Fire 
Commission.  It  is  no  more  than  right  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  should  be  put  on  a  par  with 
the  other  commissioners.  I  think  that  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  refusing  to 
make  their  salaries  s kioo  would  be  carried.  On 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 
The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 


that  the  rule  be 


a — 3  for,  42  against. 

Mr,  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  ( 
enforced  requiring  all  the  members 
vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  must  rely  in  this  mat- 
ter upon  the  members  themselves  to  obey  the 
Tule.  In  the  absence  of  a  call  of  the  roll,  the  Chair 
cannot  tell  whether  all  the  members  have  voted 
or  not.  It  is  supposed  that  all  members  will  obey 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council 
now  adjourn,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  lost— 2  for,  58  against— by  a  rising 
vote. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  lay  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  upon  the  tabte. 

The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— To  what  does  the  previous 
lOuestion  refer? 


The  President— It  refers  to  the  passage  of  an 
order.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  main  question 
now  be  put?  and  upon  the  ordering  of  the  main 
que  tion,  the  question  will  be  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Is  not  the  main  question 
the  i  as.-  age  of  Hie  order  to  a  second  leadiig? 

The  Piesident— It  has  been  passed  to  a  second 
reading  ai.d  the  question  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  thought  the  Chair 
waived  that  ruling,  when  he  allowed  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8  to  make  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  President— The  first  order  was  passed  to  a 
second  leading  at  the  la  t  meetirg,  and  the  Chair 
was  ai  out  to  proceed,  and  leave  it  at  that  stage, 
and,  for  more  ordeily  proceeding-,  to  put  the 
same  question  in  regard  to  the  second  order,  and 
then,  having  passed  thi  ough  it,  to  go  back  to  the 
first  order.  But  to  accommodate  the  gentleman 
the  Chair  changed  the  order  of  proceedings,  and 
took  up  tlie  fir.-_t  order  by  itself.  Then  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order.  The 
question  is,  Shall  the   main   question  be  row  put? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  action  of  the  Council  upon  this  order,  seria- 
tim, by  sections.  I  call  for  the  records  which  the 
Cleik  has  upon  this  order,  section  Ly  section. 

The  President— If  there  is  no  objection  the  paper 
will  te  read.  It  is  on  page  146  of  the  journal  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  object  to  that  record 
being  read.  I  want  the  record  from  the  minutes 
on  the  Cljik's  took,  and  not  from  the  printed  doc- 
ument. 

'1  he  Clerk  read  from  the  minutes,  which  were  in 
accordance  with  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  object  to  the  record 
kept  by  the  Cleikfrom  the  very  fact  that  every 
member  here  at  the  time  knows  that  this  matter 
was  under  consideration  at  the  time  I  called  for 
the  special  assignment,  which  was  the  Appropria- 
tion bill,  and  as  I  said,  if  I  had  known  that  that 
was  the  record,  I  should  have  objected  to  it. 
Every  member  knows  that  it  was  unuer  discussion 
at  the  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  the  view  I  take  of 
the  case,  and  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehension 
on  the  pait  of  the  Clerk.  That  was  why  I  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Cio^ker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  says  that  every  member  here  at  the  time 
knows  that  it  was  as  he  states.  As  one  of  the 
members  who  were  here,  I  will  state  that  my  recol- 
lection is  different  and  accords  wi.h  the  record. 

The  President  —  The  recollection  of  the  Chair 
accords     with      the    Clerk's   minutes.     The    or- 


question  was  then  put  upon  giving  the  first 
order  a  second  reading,  and  on  that  question 
the  am  ndments  were  made.  After  the  amend- 
ments were  acted  upon,  the  question  was  upon 
giving  the  order  a  second  leading,  and  that  ques- 
tion was  put  under  the  previous  question,  first  up- 
on the  amendment  and  then  upon  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading.  Then  the  Chair, 
without  going  back  to  put  the  question  upon 
the  passage  of  the  first  order,  was  about  to  put 
the  question  upon  giving  the  second  order  a 
second  reading,  when  ihe  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  moved  to  take  up  the  special  assignment,  and 
subsequently  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7-Do  I  understand  the  Chair 
to  mle  that  this  question  is  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order? 

The  President— The  main  question  is  upon  the 
passage  of  the  order,  and  the  question  now  is, 
Shall  ihe  main  question  be  now  put? 

The  main  question  was  ordeied,  and  Mr.  Flynn 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  call  was  not  sustained— 10  for,  50  against— 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
consider will  prevail,  and  that  members  of  this 
Council  will  have  an  opportunity,  between  now 
and  the  next  meetii  g,  to  consider  this  matter  of 
salaries.  I  am  very  thankful  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  for  making  the  motion,  and  on  it  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  AVard  9—'.  he  gentleman  from. 
Ward  7  has  announced  his  determination  to  fili- 
buster as  long  as  he  could,  but  he  now  seems  to 
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hope  that  the  Coux  cil  will  help  him  fillibuster.  I 
hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7-  1  can  only  say  that  it  is 
part  of  the  gentleman's  own  strategy.  I  will  do 
all  I  can. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — This  action  of  members  of 
the  Council  in  moving  a  reconsideration  almost  in 
the  same  breath  that  matters  are  passed  here  is 
one  of  the  most  objectionable  things  known  in 
parliamentary  rules  anywhere.  It  is  never  prac- 
tised in  any  parliamentary  assembly  of  Massa- 
chusetts except  in  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  never  knew  or  heard  of  it  any- 
where else,  and,  to  use  plain  language,  it  is  the 
meanest  motion  that  a  man  can  make  on  this  floor. 
I  ask,  sir,  lor  what  do  we  have  rules?  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  Council  for  several  years  and  I 
never  considered  myself  capable  of  making  a  mo- 
tion of  this  kind.  1  never  did  and  I  never  will  do 
it.  What  do  we  have  rules  for,  if  it  is  not  to  give 
members  a  chance  to  breathe  and  examine,  to 
consider  and  conclude  whether  or  not  they  have 
voted  right?  Under  the  rules  of  the  Common 
Council  any  member  who  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
or  in  the  majority,  has  the  right  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration within  twenty-four  hours,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  is  one  of  the  best  rules  that  could  be 
adopted,  and  the  idea  of  suspending  a  rule  of  that 
kind  is  against  common  sense  and  decency.  I  want 
the  right  to  look  over  matters— as  I  do  carefully  ev- 
ery dav  after  the  session — which  have  been  passed 
upon  in  the  Common  Council,  that  I  may  conclude 
whether  or  not  I  may  be  right.  I  have  had  the 
honor  two  or  three  times  of  aoing  so ;  I  did  it  the 
other  day  in  regard  to  the  order  authorizing  the 
lease  of  a  building  in  Pemberton  square.  And  be- 
cause why?  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  building  myself  and  see  whether  I 
thought  it  was  a  proper  one  to  be  leased  for  city 
purposes.  I  was  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the 
order,  and  did  vote  in  favor  of  it,  but  with  a  res- 
ervation that  I  could  move  a  reconsideration,  and 
I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  do  so.  That 
gave  me  time  to  examine  the  building.  An 
examination  showed  me  that  it  was  a  proper 
building,  and  I  immediately  withdrew  the  motion. 
That  I  consider  honorable  and  above  board,  and 
fair  and  decent.  We  do  not  come  here  to  take 
snap  judgments  upon  each  ether  in  matters  that 
we  pass  upon ;  they  are  too  important  to  be  acted 
upon  in  this  boyish  way,  by  having  such  mo- 
tions entertained.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right, 
and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail,  and  that 
no  such  motion  will  prevail  at  any  time. 
No  gentleman  can  charge  "  me  with  having 
taken  such  action  under  any  ciicumstances,  either 
in  this  or  past  years  while  I  have  been  a  member 
«f  this  Council.    I  think  the  rules  we  adopt  here 


ness  men.  It  is  simply  boys'  play  to  sit  here  and 
quibble  and  not  give  members  of  the  Council 
time  to  consider  this  thing.  I  hope  no  such  mo- 
tion as  that  will  prevail  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — My  reason  for  making 
the  motion  is  this.  The  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  order  say  they  propose  to  take  up 
all  the  time  and  filibuster  as  much  as  they  can. 
If  this  matter  is  not  finally  disposed  of  tonight  a 
motion  to  reconsider  will  be  made  and  the  whole 
matter  delayed  and  go  over  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  then  we  shall  have  to  fight  it  all  over  again. 
I  think  the  Council  is  in  a  good  humor  to  settle 
this  matter  tonight.  The  gentlemen  from  Wards 
.5  and  7  have  fought  this  matter  all  through,  and 
they  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  fully  prepared  to  settle 
it  tonight.  I  think  the  rest  of  us  are,  also.  I  do 
not  desire  to  cut  off  debate  on  general  matters,  but 
when  gentlemen  say  they  propose  to  filibuster,  I 
think  it  is  time  for  the  majority  to  settle  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  refers  to  me,  he  is  after  the  wrong  man. 
I  do  not  propose  to  filibuster — that  was  an  unfor- 
tunate word  — I  have  only  made  one  motion. 
Whatever  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  does  I  am 
not  responsible  for.  I  do  not  blame  him,  however, 
after  all  he  got  from  my  friend  here.  I  do  not 
propose  to  have  anything  stuffed  down  my  throat 
by  the  previous  question.  If  the  minority  are  do- 
ing themselves  credit  or  discredit,  let  the  credit  or 
discredit,  the  responsibility  rest  upon  their  heads.  I 
am  opposed  to  filibustering,  but  I  am  in  favor  of 
using  all  the  fair  means  which  I  possess  to  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  which  is  proper  and  right. 
I  believe  that  the  salaries  about  which  we  are  con- 
tending are  too  high  for  the  labor  and  service 
performed.    Acting  upon  that  judgment,  and  re- 


sponsible for  my  own  judgment  and  discretion,  I 
propose  to  vote  accordingly;  and  when  I  find  the 
majority  on  the  other  side  u  ing  filibustering 
mean- — and  that  is  not  all,  sir,  I  ccul  1  name  other 
means  they  have  used— ihe  minority  can  Oi-ly 
protect  itself  in  the  same  way.  Now, 
sir,  Ihey  are  not  will  ng  to  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  upcn  cvety  que;  lion,  and  but  ui  on 
a  very  few  questions.  They  are  Lot  willing  at  all 
times  to  show  theii  hands;  r.or  aie  they  willing, 
nor  do  they  give  good  lea:  ons  why  they  are  ;  o  ob- 
stinate. We  come  here  in  1he  interest  "of  the  citv, 
as  the  trustees  of  the  city's  property,  and  every 
man  here  has  the  right  to  u'e  his  discretion  and 
judgment  in  the  voLe  he  give=.  I  have  never  been 
ashamed  to  give  a  leason  for  any  votd 
I  have  cast,  and  I  am  always  ready 
to  give  my  reasons.  This  motion  is  not  a  proper 
one  at  this  time,  nor  at  any  o  her  time,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  this  Coui.c  1.  Give 
us  all  the  latitude  and  longitude  to  which  we,  as  a 
deliberative  body,  are  entitled.  We  are  entitled 
to  twenty- four  hours  for  <  omirieration,  and  Ihope 
that  every  gentleman  will  be  ? Unwed  that  piivi- 
lege.  If  we  who  have  voted  infvvor  of  this  de- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
are  in  such  a  miserable  minority  a<  the  gentleman 
talks  about,  what  haim  is  it?  Fray  tell  me  what 
haim  it  is.  Are  the  majority  rf  raid  tint  the  peo- 
ple will  come  up  and  say  io  them,  "Why  do  you 
do  so?"  And  why  are  1hey  rfraid,  if  they 
have  this  unanimous  majority?  I  cannot  un- 
derstand why  it  is;  why  this  r.ervousr.ess 
to  bring  about  a  snap  judgment  upon  their  as- 
sociates here?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  po:  ition 
of  the  minority  is  a  correct  one,  and  I  hope  mem- 
bers will  have  time  to  more  fully  consider  this 
matter. 

The  President— The  Chair  woul  1  state  that  any 
gentleman  who  voted  with  the  majority  may,  un- 
der the  rule,  make  a  mot  on  to  reconsider  at  the 
same  meeting,  or  may  give  notice  of  intention  to 
make  such  motion  wiihin  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  WaTd  C— I  am  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  rule.  I  was  only  stating  what  was  bad 
practice. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
journ, and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered.  The  motion  was  lost— yeas  24,  nays  41— 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bleiler,  Brown, 
Burgess,  Collins,  Crowl-y,  Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon, 
Jennings,  Long,  Martin,"McCarty,  fttoley,  Noye=, 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Smith,  Sweat,  Ttiacher,Walbridge, 
Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur-24. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Butler,  Caw  ley,  Cioiker,  Cudworth,Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  Goldthwait, 
Harrington,  Hine,  Hunneuell,  Kent,  Kimball, 
Leach,  Loring,  Mtnot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peahody, 
Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Ru-sell,  Sibley, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  'Train,  Warren,  West,  Wes- 
ton, E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 41. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Boardman,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Morse,  Wood- 
ward— 8. 

Mr.  Flyn  i  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  be  specially  assigned  to 
half -past  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Thursday  of  next 
week,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered— 15  for,  44  against. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  15,  nays  13 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Brown,  Burgess,  Collins,, 
Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Jennings,  Long,  McCarty,. 
Moley,  Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thai  her— 15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Bleiler,, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cud- 
worth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Davi--,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait, Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kim- 
ball, Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Pea- 
body,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sib- 
ley, Sprague,  Sweet--cr,Train,  We-t.  We-ton,  Whis- 
ton, E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 
44. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Boardman,  Crowley,  Dmny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Mar- 
tin, Morse,  Noyes,  Smith,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
Woodward — 14. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  called  he 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting.  The  President 
decided  that  the  request  came  too  late,  and  should 
have  been  made  before  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  allowed  to  state  his  reasons,  though  he  should 
be  opposed  to  excusing  him. 
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The  President  said  the  gentleman  should  give 
Ids  reasons  before  the  voting  began. 

Mr.  Braekett  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
question. 

.  Mr.  Flyim  of  Ward  7  moved  the  Council  adjourn, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  wanted  to  say  a  word. 
The  Chair  ruled  that  debate  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  Train  of   Ward  13   moved   the    gentleman 
from  Ward  20  have  unanimous  consent. 
i  Several  members  objected. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered— 13  for,  56 
against  (one-til  til  having  voted  therefor). 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1G  asked  if  there  was  any 
way  for  the  Chair  to  secure  an  enforcement  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  Mr.  I'.urdittto  order, 
and  the  Chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost— yeas  22,  nays 
39,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Brown,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Crowley,  Flynn,  Cordon,  .Jennings,  Long,  Martin, 
McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes,  1'erkins,  Shaw,  Sweat, 
Thaeher,  \\  albridge,  Warren.  Weston.  Whiston, 
N.  S.  Wilbur- 22. 

Nays— .Messrs.  Ileal,  Bent,  lioardnian,  Braekett, 
Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudworth.Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  lioldthwait,  Har- 
rington, Mine,  Hunuew'ell,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Silih  v,  Sprague, 
Swcetscr,  Train,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 39.     ■ 

Absent  or  not  voting  -  .Messrs.  Adams,  Barnes, 
Barry,  Bearce,  Bleiler,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley, 
Hick's,  Morse,  Smith,  Woodward— 12. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  lie  upon  the  table.  I  make  this  motion 
not  by  way  of  filibustering,  but  because  I  think  it 
would  be  well  on  the  whole  to  let  tile  matter  go  over. 
I  voted  to  adjourn  because  I  have  no  doubt  when 
we  come  together  again  we  shall  have  no  trouble 
in  the  matter.  So  far  as  1  am  concerned  I  am 
quite  willing  to  yield  to  the  wish  of  the  majority, 
although  my  opinion  has  been  decidedly  the 
other  way.  I  think  that  almost  always  when 
there  is  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  a 
minority,  however  small,  we  do  not  gain  anything 
by  fighting  them  ;  but  on  the  whole  the  better  way 
is  to  let  the  minority  have  time,  and  it  turns  out 
that  time  is  saved,  it  is  very  rarely  that  we  have 
a  repetiton  of  filibustering  on  the  same  subject. 
So  far  as  staying  to  fight  this  matter  now,  that  is 
hardly  worthwhile. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— I  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail  for  this  reason. 
If  I  thought  we  could  finish  this  matter  quietly 
at  another  meeting  of  the  Council,  I  would  inter- 
pose no  objection  to  its  going  over.  But  1  have  no 
idea  that  we  can.  It  has  been  twice  before  this 
Council  and  tlii>  Hoard  of  Aldermen  and  passed 
upon.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  differ  in  opinion 
fivm  the  Council.  It  has  been  twice  before  the 
Committee  on  Salaries ;  the  first  time  it  was  re- 
ported upon  unanimously,  and  the  second  time 
with  only  a  majority  of  one,  and  each  time  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  decided  upon  the  sums 
fixed  by  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  I  do  not 
think  we  shall  gain  anything  by  postponing  this 
matter  until  the  next  meeting,  but  1  do  believe  we 
shall  gain  something  if  we  stay  here  till  morning 
and  finish  this  question  of  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
being  ordered  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
lost— yeas  20,  nays  42— as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess,  Collins, 
Davis,  Dean,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Long,  Martin,  Mc- 
Carty, Molev,  Noyes,  1'erkins,  Shaw, Sweat,  Thach- 
er,  Walbridge,  Warren,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Braekett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Hunnewell,  Kent,  Kim- 
hall,  Leach,  Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Weston, 
Whiston,  10.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 42. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes, 
Bearce,  Crowley,  Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Jennings, 
Morse,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Woodward— 12. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— As  this  question  has  been 
considerably  agitated,  and  members  seem  to  be 
getting  excited,  1  think  we  had  better  adjourn 
and  get  quieted  down,  and  I  move  that  the  Council 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  declared  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 
27  for,  37  against.  Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  its  verification  by  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.     The  yeas  and  nays  were 


called  and  the  motion  was  declared  lost  by  27  yeas 
and  37  nays. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  correctness  of  the  return, 
anil  asked  to  have  it  verified  by  a  call  of  the  roll. 
He  did  not  think  so  many  members  were  in  the 
room.  The  roll  was  called,  and  63  members 
answered  to  their  names,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  again  called,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  to 
adjourn.  '1  he  motion  was  lost>-yeas  26,  nays  39, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bleiler,  Brown,  Burgess, 
Collins,  Crowley,  Davis,  Dean,  1  lynn,  Gordon,  Jen- 
,  Noyes,  Per- 
,  Walbridge, 
Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Beal,  I  lent,  Board- 
man,  Braekett,  Burditt.  Bulb  r,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Cudworth,  Cushman,  Dacey,  Day,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Pray,  Powers,  Putnam,  Buss,  p.  Siblev, "Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods — 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Hicks,  Hunnewell,  Morse,  Wood- 
ward—8. 

Mi'.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
upon  the  table. 

The  President  ruled  it  out  of  order,  as  that  mo- 
tion had  once  been  passed  upon  by  the  Council  and 
rejected. 

Mr.  Flynn  asked  if  a  motion  to  assign  would  be 
in  order. 

The  Pn  siilent  said  that  would  not  be  in  order 
after  a  motion  for  the  previous  question  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Flyrm  asked  if  a  motion  to  assign  the  pre- 
vious question  to  a  certain  time  would  be  in  order. 
The  Pre-ident  said  that  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  moved,  no  motion  is  in  order  except  to 
adjourn  or  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn— Would  a  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone be  in  order? 

The  President— It  cannot  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Council.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  main 
question  now  be  put?  And  on  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  called  for. 

'the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered— yeas  47,  nays  16— as  follows : 
Yeas— Messrs.  Abboit,  Adams,  Barry, Beal, Bent, 
Bleiler,  Boardnian,  Braekett,  Brown,  Burditt,  But- 
ler, Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudu  oi  Hi,  (  iisiiman,  Dacey, 
Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  McCarty,  Minot,  Mooney,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Piav,  Putnam,  Russell  Sibley,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Westoii^Whisfon, 
E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 49. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burgess,  Collins,  Crowley,  Flynn, 
Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  Moley,  Morse,  Perkins, 
Shaw,  Sweat,  'ihacher,  Walbridge,  Warren— 15: 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Hunnewell,  Noyes,  Page,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  Woodward — 9. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Council  adjourn,  and  Mr. 
Crocker  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  motion  was  lost— yeas  27,  nays  36. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Crocker  and  the  motion 
was  lost— yeas  15,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Collins,  Crowley,  Flynn,  Jen- 
nings, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes, 
Perkins,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren— 15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bent,  Bleiler,  Boardman,  Braekett,  Brown,  Bur- 
ditt, Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwait, Harrington,  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach, 
Loring,  Minot,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Train,  West,  Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P. 
Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 48. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hunnewell,  Morse, 
Sibley,  Woodward— 10. 

The  PresidenWThe  motion  to  reconsider  is  re- 
fused, and  the  first  order  is  disposed  of.  The 
question  now  is  upon  giving  tue  second  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— It  must  be  patent  to 
every  member  of  this  Council  that  further  labor 
this  evening  will  be  fruitless.  I  feel  that  at  our 
next  meeting  we  could  give  this  measure  more 
deliberate  consideration  and  do  justice  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  Government,  and  I  move  that 
the  Council  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    3,    1874. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the 
Mayor,  Alderman  Clark,  Chaiiman,  presiding. 

THE    BOUNDARY   BET-WEEN    BOSTON    AND    BROOK- 
LINE. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and 
read:  Executive  Department,       ) 

City  Hall,  Boston,  April  3, 1874.  I 
To  the  City  Council :  Gentlemen— The  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Towns  having  reported  leave 
to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of 
Brookline  for  the  annexation  of  that  town  to  this 
city,  I  have  summoned  a  special  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  to  consider,  with  other  business  that 
may  come  up  in  regular  order,  the  expediency  of 
petitioning  the  Legislature  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  such  a  portion  of  Brookline  -to  this 
city  as  will  enable  the  citizen*  of  Ward  19  to  have 
a  free  and  unquestionable  means  of  access  and 
communication  with  the  central  portion  of  the 
city  and  the  different  wards;  and  will  also  enable  . 
the  city  of  Boston  to  lay  water  pipes  and  Lewers, 
and  to  "construct  such  fire  and  police  telegraphs  as 
may  be  necessaiy  to  provide  for  Ward  19,  without 
trespassing  upon  the  territory  of  a  neighboring 
municipality. 

Samoel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor.    . 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 
'  Alderman  Stebbins offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  memorialize  the  Legislature  now  in  session 
upon  the  necessity  of  annexing  to  the  city  of 
Boston  so  much  of  the  town  of  Brookline  as  may 
be  desirable  to  form  a  suitable  and  convenient 
connection  between  the  Brighton  District  and  the 
older  portion  of  the  city;  and  also  to  petition  the 
Legi-lature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  submitting 
to  the  citizens  of  Brookline  and  Boston  the  ques- 
tion of  annexing  the  whole  of  said  town  to  said 
city. 

Alderman  Harris— I  for  one  should  like  to  know 
what  the  emergency  is;  whether  the  Legislature 
is  to  adjourn  forthwith,  and  why  we  are  obliged 
to  sit  here  and  hurriedly  decide  upon  a  matter  of 
so  much  importance. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  facts  of  the  case  are 
these:  Last  year  an  order  was  introduced  into 
this  branch  authorising  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  annex  so  much  of  Brookline  as 
would  give  a  connection  between  this  city  and 
Brighton.  That  order  was  passed  by  this  Board, 
anu  went  to  the  other  branch,  where  various 
amendments  were  made,  and,  pending  the  dis- 
cussion which  ensued,  the  municipal  year  expired, 
and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council.  Meanwdiile  several  inhabitants  of 
Brookline  had  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  a 
change  in  the  boundary  line  between  that  town 
and  Boston,  which  contemplated  the  annexation 
of  a  larger  area  of  territory  than  did  the  order  to 
which  I  have  referred.  It  was  then  decided  to 
authorize  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
to  support  that  petition.  As  has  been  stated  in 
the  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
that  petition  has  been  repotted  upon  adversely, 
and  that  report  comes  up  in  the  orders  of  the  day 
in  the  Legislature  this  afternoon.  It  is  desirable 
that  a  bill  may  be  presented  substantially  in  the 
order  which  I  have  offered. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  a  motion  for  a  recon- 
sideration, by  Alderman  Stebbins  (hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  that  the  order  might  go  to  the 
other  branch  this  evening),  was  lost. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Warren  Homes 
et  al.,  that  Mather  street,  Ward  1C,  may  be  graded 
and  put  in  order. 

Boston  Board  of  Trade,  that  Lindall  street  (n.-vw 
Exchange  Place)  be  paved  with  wood. 

:  Heirs  of  Thacher  Sweat,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Weston  street. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  a  temporary 
location  from  trie  termination' of  the  track  now 
being  laid  in  Court  street,  across  Washington 
street,  through  State  and  Devonshire  streets,  to 
Dock  square,  such  extension  being  rendered 
necessary  for  convenient  use  of  their  road  during 
the  change  of  grade  in  Cornhill  and  Washington 
street. 

'  E.  M.  McPherson  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on 
south  side  of  Trenton  street,  between  Brooks  and. 
Prescott  streets. 


Willard  Rice  etal.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Beacham  street,  Charlestown. 

John  J.  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Cedar  street,  Ward  16, 
be  put  in  order  and  graded.  < 

To  the  Committer  on  Seivers.  George  Davis,  fcr 
abatement  of  sewer  assessment  in  Clifford  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  tlie 
Board.  Hosea  F.  Merrifield,  to  be  paid  extra  dam- 
ages for  land  taken  on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19,  by 
the  selectmen  of  Brighton  in  June,  1873,  the  peti- 
tioner representing  that  the  award  of  said  select- 
men was  totally  inadequate.  , 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  B.  F.  Bradbury, 
druggist,  for  leave  to  project  a  large  mortar,  pes- 
tle and  eagle  from  store  271  Washington  street, 
corner  of  Winter,  two  feet  from  the  building. 

To  the  ComwAttee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  D.  B. 
McKenzie  for  leave  to  continue  Sunday  afternoon 
services  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

To  the  Conunittee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  M.  F.  Wells,  for  leave  to  occupy  brick 
stable  for  two  horses  at  68  Barton  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  pave  the  extension  of  Washington  street  with 
small  granite  blocks,  and  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones,  etc.    Estimated  expense,  §80,000.    Passed. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years 
from  May  1— Albert  T.  Whiting. 

Sealers  of  \\  eights  and  Measures  and  Inspectors 
of  Charcoal  Baskets— William  F.  Reed  and  Charles 
R.  M.  Pratt. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Concurrence  in  all  the  nominations  of  Fence 
Viewers,  Field  Drivers,  etc., and  in  addition  there- 
to, the  name  of  Bernard  Crosby,  as  Field  Driver. 
The  Board  concurred,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Brooks. 

Report  nominating  John  O.  Poor  as  Commission- 
er of  the  Sinking  Fund  at  large  for  two  years,  and 
certificate  of  his  election  as  said  commissioner. 
The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Bige- 
low  and  Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
John  O.  Poor  had  received  twelve  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  unanimou-ly  dec-ted  in  concurrence. 

Report  nominating  Nehemiah  Gibson  and 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  as  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries,  and  certificate  of  their  election  by  the 
Common  Council.  The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot. 
Aldermen  Worthington  and  Brooks  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Nehemiah  Gibson 7 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 5 

William  Woolley 9 

And  Nehemiah  Gibson  was  declared  elected  in 
concurrence,  and  William  Woolley  in  non-concur- 
rence. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropriations 
for  the  financial  year  1S74-75,  with  the  amendment 
to  insert  "(■ranuiiar  Schoolhouse  site.  Everett  Dis- 
trict, Ward  10,  §30,000,"  and  an  amendment  to  or- 
der laying  a  specific  tax  to  correspond,  came 
down  with  the  adherence  of  the  Council  to  the 
amendment,  and  was  taken  up  in  the  regular  or- 
der among  the  papers  from  the  Common  Council. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  till  the  regular  meeting  on 
Monday  next. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  the  pleasure  of  being 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  Appropriation  bill, 
and  when  the  Councilman  from  Ward  16  made  an 
explanation  of  the  need  of  this  grammar-school 
site  in  Ward  16,  I  voted  against  it.  At  that  time 
I,  as  well  as  many  others,  did  not  think  it  was 
necessary.  Since  then  myself  and  others  in  this 
Board  have  learned  that  thev  do  need  this  school- 
house  there.  They  have  more  children  in  the  dis- 
trict than  they  can  accommodate  and  they  have  to 
hire  other  rooms  for  chem  now.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  postpone  this  matter  today,  but  that  the 
amendment  may  be  adopted  and  the  bill  com- 
pleted and  handed  to  the  Auditor. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  he 
acted  upon  forthwith,  as  we  shall  have  a  great 
deal  of  business  to  do  on  Monday.  I  think  the" 
amendment  should  remain  in  the  Appropriation 
bill. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction, and  also  of  the  joint, 
special  committee  on  the  Auditor's  estimates,  and 
I  object  to  this  amendment,  arid  the  information  I 
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have  received  is  why  I  <l<>  so.  I  think  this  amend- 
ment is  pnt  into  the  bill  from  a  motive  to  procure 
a  certain  lot  of  l:m  1  which  some  parties  want  the 
city  to  buy,  and  it  looks  to  me  as  if  there  is  a  lit- 
tle job  in  it.  I  cannot  say  that  there  is,  but  there 
is  another  district  in  that  ward  for  which  there  Is 
only  an  appropriation  of  five  or  six  thousand  dol- 
lars asked  for. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  is  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars for  a  primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Gibson  Dis- 
trict. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  (iibson  District  is  $6000. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  thought  I  was  right.  Now, 
I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  asking  for  $30,000  in 
another  district,  similar  to  this.  I  hope  that  if  this 
amendment  does  pass  it  will  be  amended  and  re- 


sehoolhouse,  which  we  do  not  want. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  the  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  that  this  sum  be  re- 
duced to  $15,000.  I  do  this  after  conversation  with 
some  inhabitants  in  that  locality  who  say  that  it 
is  not  the  best  spot  for  the  location  of  the  school- 
house. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  an 
appropriation  of  .$15,0011,  but  no  more.  I  think  all 
will  agree  that  thirty  thousand  feet  is  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  for  a  schoolhouse,  and  there  is 
no  question  but  $15,000  will  procure  thirty  thou- 
sand feet  in  a  desirable  location  for  this  school. 
It  will  not  procure  the  thirty  thousand  feet  next 
to  the  Everett  Schoolhouse.  A  great  many  resi- 
dents of  that  section  think  that  is  not  the  place  to 
put  another  schoolhouse,  and  do  not  want  it  there. 
There  are  several  other  locations,  each  fully  as 
desirable  as  this,  which  can  be  procured  for  $15,- 
000,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  appropriation 
will  not  be  reduced,  but  that,  the  bill  as  amended 
will  be  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  Council. 
It  is  uncertain,  just  at  this  time,  just  where  it  will 
he  most  expedient  for  the  city  to  purchase  a  lot 
for  this  schoolhouse.  The  gentleman  says  that 
some  parties  want  the  city  to  purchase  that  site; 
it  seems  to  me  that  is  a  reason  why  we  should 
make  this  appropriation.  1  know  nothing  of  any 
job  in  this  matter,  and  I  cannot  think  that 
the  Alderman  who  used  the  term  meant 
that  any  members  of  the  committee  has 
anything  to  do  with  it.  The  fact  is  that  more 
accommodations  are  needed  in  the  Everett-School 
District,  Ward  10.  The  appropriation  foi  the  Gib- 
son District,  which  the  gentleman  uses  as  an  ar- 
gument, is  tin  entirely  separate  affair.  In  the  case 
of  the  Everett  School  the  commit- ee  are  not  set- 
tled in  their  minds  where  would  be  the  best  place 
to  buv  a  lot,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
best  to  purchase  a  lot,  even  if  it  cost  $30,000, 
though  I  hardly  think  it  would  cost  that.  But  I 
do  think  we  need  30,000  feet  of  land,  at  least,  and 
it  would  not  be  wise,  in  my  opinion,  to  limit  the 
committee  to  a  lot  of  that  size. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  argument,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  that  we  should  buy  land  because  it  is  going 
to  rise  in  value.  I  do  not  think  so;  I  think  prop- 
erty is  inflated  in  value  and  it  would  not  be  well 
for  the  city  to  buy  land  and  hold  it,  as  the  appro- 
priation for  schoolhouse  sites  is  very  large  this 
year, — too  large,  in  my  opinion,  for  one  year.  The 
purchase  of  the  site 'is  but  the  beginning,  as  we 
shall  have  to  put  a  building  upon  it  afterward. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars  would  be  ample  to  buy  a 
lot  in  that  locality,  I  am  informed  by  residents 
there,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  tax  the 
people  for  more  land  than  we  need. 

Alderman  Power— I  notice  the  appropriation  in 
that  bill  of  $15,000  for  a  schoolhouse  site  in  South 
Boston.  I  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  real  estate  in 
that  part  of  the  city,  and  I  believe  that  land  is 
worth  fullv  as  much  there  as  in  Dorchester,  where 
this  schoolh  Hisc  is  wanted.  If  $15,0110  is  enough 
in  South  Boston,  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
enough  in  Dorchester. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  rising  vote— 
3  fcr,  8  against. 

Alderman  Harris — I  should  like  to  know  whether 
it  is  not  possible  to  get  along  with  less  than  $30,- 
,000?  I  should  like  to  have  some  member  state  the 
fact. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  opposite  (Al- 
derman Cutter)  and  myself  have  beeu  trying  to 
.convince  members  of  this  Board  that  we  can  get 
along  with  $15,000.  We  have  given  this  subject 
fully  as  much  attention  a>  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic   Instruction   have;   we    have    been  out  there 


twice,  and  I  say  the  land  there  is  not  worth  as 
much  as  in  South  Boston,  and  that  amount  is 
deemed  sufficient  in  South  Boston. 

Aldeiman  Worlhington— I  think  it  is  safe  for 
this  Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  trust  to  the  Com-nittee 
on  Public  Instruction  to  purchase  this  land.  They 
are  not  disposed  to  spend  money  unnecessarily, 
and  I  know  there  is  no  job  in  it.  The  committee 
should  not  be  limited  and  cut  down  to  the  last 
notch  that  may  be  thought  desirable  for  the  pur- 
chase of  this  schoolhouse  lot  in  Dorchester.  We 
should  liave  an  ample  school  lot.  While  we  all 
feel  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  expenses  down 
to  the  lowest  point,  I  think  we  should  be  entirely 
safe  to  leave  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. They  will  not  purchase  the  lot  without 
thoroughly  examining  it,  or  without  taking  the 
advice  of  both  the  Aldermen.  I  hope  we  shall 
pass  the  amendment  at  $30,000. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  suppose  this  Board  will  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Alderman  last  up  voted  against 
the  appropriation  in  committee  and  at  our  last 
session.  I  suppose  it  is  true  that  the  last  converts 
have  the  strongest  faith  and  most  zeal.  I  think 
there  is  a  job  m  it.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  will 
buy  just  as  good  a  lot  as  $30,000.  That  gentlemen 
should  change  their  opinions  at  this  late  day, 
•  shows  that  they  do  not  possess  as  much  intelli- 
gence on  the  subject  as  they  should. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  also  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  expedient  to  pass  this  appropriation. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  1l'  does  not  see  why  we 
should  appropriate  $30,000  for  this  site,  while  we 
can  get  one  for  $15,O0Oin  South  Boston.  The  one 
in  South  Boston  is  to  be  a  primary  schoolhouse, 
for  small  classes.  The  one  in  Dorchester  is  to 
be  a  grammar  school,  with  not  less  than 
thirteen  rooms.  That  is  one  difference.  If  the 
gentleman  will  refer  to  his  own  neighborhood,  he 
will  find  that  there  is  an  appiopriation  of  $120,000 
for  a  school  building  in  Washington  Village.  All 
that  Dorchesti  r  asks,  or  that  we  propose  to  give 
that  ward  this  year,  in  this  particular,  is  to  buy  a 
lot  and  take  steps  for  a  new  schoolhouse  another 
year. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  desire  to  say,  in  an- 
swer ,c  the  senior  member  from  Ward  6,  that  I  did 
vote  against  this  appropriation  in  the  committee 
and  at  the  last  meeting,  because  I  was  not  as  thor- 
oughly posted  as  I  wanted  to  be  in  regard  to  it.  I 
voted  against,  it  the  last  time  with  a  good  deal  of 
hesitation,  but  it  is  the  only  safe  way  for  a  man  to 
do  when  he  is  in  doubt.  I  am  not  in  doubt  now,  and 
am  not  going  into  it  with  a  niggardly  plan.'  I 
wish  to  say  further  that  I  claim  the  right 
for  any  member  to  change  his  mind  when  he 
thinks  he  is  wrong,  and  not,  after  being  convinced 
against  his  will,  remaining  of  the  same  opinion  still. 
A  man  should  be  consistent,  and  act  up  to  the  in- 
formation he  gets  from  day  to  day.  I  intend  to 
act  upon  that  principle  todav,  and  shall  vote  for 
$30,000. 

Alderman  Power— In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  quoted  the  case  of  the  schoolhouse 
in  Washington  Village.  I  would  say  that  the  loca- 
tion is  a  mile  nearer  the  City  Hall  than  the  Dor- 
chester school  is.  If  you  come  still  nearer  you  will 
find  land  double  that  amount  in  value,  and  when 
you  come  around  here  you  would  find  land  worth 


than  a  dollar  a  foot.  All  the  land  there 
pied  by  dwellings,  and  that  is  taken  into  account 
in  the  estimate.  Almost  a  quarter  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation is  put  in  for  that  purpose.  Of  course 
it  is  not  expected  to  buy  land  in  Dorchester  that 
has  a  house  upon  it.  I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  secure  more  than  30,000  feet  of  land ;  if 
he  says  more  than  that  is  needed  I  am  willing  to 
vote  money  enough  to  buy  it,  but  there  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  but  that  $15,000  will  do  that. 
Alderman  Prescott— I  wish  to  say  that  in  eveiy 
case  where  we  could  purchase  land  at  fifty  cents  a 
foot  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain  considerably 
more  than  thirty  thousand  feet  of  land  for  a  gram- 
mar schoolhouse,  especially  when  it  is  for  both 
sexes.  When  you  come  into  the  city  proper,  to 
Washington  Village,  for  instance,  where  land  is 
worth  a  dollar  or  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  foot,  we  do 
economize  in  the  land;  but  in  the  outly- 
ing districts  it  would  he  best  to  buy  a  com- 
modious lot,  especially  for  a  mixed  school 
like  thi",  where  n  're  must  be  two  school  yards. 
This  district  is  next  to  the  Andrew  District,  in 
Washington  Village,  which  now  has  570  pupils, 
ami  the  number  is  constantly  growing  larger. 
The  lines  of   that  district  will  probably  have  to  be 
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drawn  in  nearer  the  schoolhouse,  so  as  to  throw 
some  pupils,  who  cannot  be  provided  for  there, 
into  the  Everett  District.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  as 
much  a*  60,000  feet ;  that  would  be  a  matter  for  them 
to  consider.  This  is  the  only  item  on  which  there 
is  a  disagreement  between  the  two  branches,  and 
I  think  we  should  concur  in  it. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$20,000,  and  Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— yeas  8,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Prescott,Worth- 
ington — 4. 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote ,  by  Alder- 
man Cutter,  who  desired  that  the  subject  might 
go  to  the  Common  Council  tonight,  and  hoped  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins— In  connection  with  this 
Appropriation  bill  I  vould  inquire  whether  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  have  included 
in  their  estimates  of  the  amount  for  salaries  of 
teachers  any  sum  to  cover  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  inthe  Normal  School,  which  is  about  to 
be  legalized.  That  will  require  about  $8000  a 
year. 

Alderman  Prescott— There  is  a  provision  made 
for  the  salaries  of  the  Normal-School  teachers  for 
the  ensuing  year  in  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Instruction. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  is  the  back  pay  to  which 
I  referred. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  not  able  positively  to 
say  in  regard  to  that,  but  I  think  not. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  wish  also  to  ask  how  we 
shall  provide  for  the  $200,000  additional  State  tax 
for  school  purposes,  required  by  the  memorial  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  composed  of  Messrs. 
Philbrick,  Miner  and  Brooks.  -  That  has  been  re- 
ported to  the  Legislature  in  a  bill  requir- 
ing a  tax  of  $200,000  additional  to  the  city 
of  Boston.  "Whatever  tnese  eminent  gen- 
tlemen call  for  is  generally  passed,  par- 
ticularly if  it  is  to  be  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  benefit  of  other  pai  ts'of  the  State ;  I  would 
like  to  inquire  whethtr  we  can  meet  that?  I 
should  like  to  ask  an  explanation  from  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts,  who  is  present ;  my  friend  on  my 
right  (Alderman  Prescott)  suggests'  a  loan,  but  I 
believe  in  paying  our  bills  as  we  go  along. 

City-Auditor  'i  inner  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — I  shall  have  to  make  some  inquiries  in 
regard  to  that.  I  based  my  estimate  of  the  taxes 
upon  the  information  I  received  at  the  time. 
This  is  a  new  matter,  and  if  it  goes  into  effect  it  is 
probable  that  the  city  of  Boston  will  require 
$200,000  additional.  It  is  not  a  law  yet,  being  only 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  woultt  sug- 
gest that  the  bill  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  matter  will  cause  a 
good  deal  of  debate  at  the  State  House,  and  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  will  pass. 

City-Auditor  Turner— Between  this  and  next 
Monday  I  wdl  have  a  consultation  with  the  State 
Auditor  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  that  view  of  the  case,  I 
move  that  the  bill  lie  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  WATER-STREET  WIDENING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  order  to  pay 
Charles  G.  Greene  et  ah  $325,000  for  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  widening  of  Water  street  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  voted  to  lay  this  order  on 
the  table  at  the  last  meeting,  so  that  between  then 
and  next  Monday  I  should  like  to  get  some  infor- 
mation. I  found  that  there  was  an  agreement 
with  the  owners  that  the  order  should  pass  tnis 
week  instead  of  next  Monday.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  high  price,  considering  what  the  estate  was 
assessed  at  before ;  but  we  have  a  committee  who 
have  examined  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  we 
should  trust  to  their  judgment  in  looking  out  for 
the  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objections  to  ac- 
tion, if  this  Board  have  sufficient  intelligence  on 
the  subject  to  vote  upon  so  large  a  sum.  With 
the  intelligence  I  have,  I  shall  vote  against  it.  I 
think  that  the  Street  Commission  is  composed  of 
men  whose  judgment  we  should  take  as  to  the 
value  of  land.  We  have  tried  to  increase  their 
salaries  because  they  are' competent  men,  filling 
their  positions  well;  and  if  we  do  not  take 
their    judgment    in    this     case,    I    do    not    see 


why  we  should  in  any  other.  Their  judgmen 
was  $287,000.  Now  by  this  order  it  is  proposed: 
to  add  $13,334  more  to  it  bv  way  of  rent  for  the 
next  five  months.  That  will  bring  it  up  to  $300,000, 
or  a  little  more.  Now  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if 
we  pass  this  sum  which  the  Street  Commission- 
ers have  recommended  they  will  be  getting 
a  large  sum  enough  for  an  estate  which 
covers  so  few  feet  of  land  as  this.  I 
think  the  Street  Commissioners  have  made' 
their  liberal  estimate.  I  cannot  figure  it  so  high 
as  they  do  by  some  $20,000,  but  I  am  willing  to  take 
their  judgment.  If  we  have  a  commission  we 
might  as  well  take  their  judgment.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  this  Board  voting  upon  it  today,  but  I 
think  if  you  let  it  lie  over  till  Monday  it  will 
do  no  harm.  I  move  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  sum  $300,000.  I  think  I  am  justified 
in  making  this  motion.  This  committee,  i'n  settle- 
ments with  other  parties,  have  required  them  to 
pay  rent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company.  These  parties 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way.  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  be  more  liberal  with  them  than 
with  others. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed— yeas 
10,  nays  2,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark, Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington— 10. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power— 2. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Stebbins 
(hoping  it  would  not  prevail),  was  lost. 

STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  was  received,  making  the  following  exhibit: 
Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1874,  $325;  receipts 
during  January,  February  and  March,  $21,000;  dis- 
bursed during"  the  quarter,  S20,;>45;  balance  on 
hand  April  1st,  $2H0.  Number  of  applicants  dur- 
ing the  quarter,  3844. 

The  report  was  read  and  sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

By  Alderman  Cutter — 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized 
to  contract  with  Phineas  E.  Gay  for  fill- 
ing the  streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways 
on  the  said  district  to  such  grade  higher 
than  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  may 
be  established  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  for  a 
price  not  exceeding  seven  dollars  and  forty  cents 
per  square  of  eight  cubic  yards,  as  measured  by 
the  City  Engineer;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  FRANKLIN    FUND. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  t  e  Special  Committee 
on  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Franklin 
Fund— Report  that  they  have  found  the  same  to 
be  correct  as  presented,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  state  of  the  fund  is  as  follows:  Balance 
on  hand  January  1,  1873,  $171,315  80;  interest  ac- 
crued, $10,1102  s.'i;  amount  of  fund  .January  1,  1874, 
$182,278  63.    Accepted. 

THE  SWETT-STREET  EXTENSION. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  prepare  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  Swett  street  solid  from  Albany 
street  to  some  point  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
and  procure  the  approval  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  to  the  same,  as  required  by 
the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature;  also  to  con- 
fer with  the  trustees  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  in  relation  to  a  change  of  grade 
of  said  road  at  the  crossing  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  F.  L.  Richardson  et  al.,  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  April  4,  for  a  meeting  of  merchants 
and  others  on  the  subject  of  finance.    Accepted. 

PROPOSED   REMOVALS   FROM  CITY  HALL. 

By  Alderman  Emerv — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  permitting  the 
office  of  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  to  be 
outside  of  the  City  Hall  building. 

Read  twice  and  pas-ed. 

By  Alderman  Emery— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  transfer  the  office  of  Inspec- 
tor of  Milk  to  No.  30  Pemberton  square,  and  that 
the  room  now  occupied  by  said  inspector  be  as- 
signed to  the  Public  Park  Commission. 
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Alderman  Cutter— I  should  like  to  hear  some 
reason. giy'en  for  offering;  that  order.  The  Mills 
IfiSpeatDr  is  of  as  mucli  consequence  as  the  Com- 
ijaission  on  Public  Parks,  and  they  could  as  well 
have  their  office  in  Pemberton  square  as  any  one 
else. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  lving  over,  but  I  think  it  the  gentleman  will: 
look  into  the  matter  a  little  lie  will  see  that  the 
business  of  the  Inspector  can  be  attended  to  quite 
as  well  in  Pemberton  square,  and  bettor  than  that 
of  the  Commission  on  Public  Parks.  He  will  get 
quite  as  good  quarters  there  as  he  has  here. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  G. speaks  in  favor  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk; 
I  would  like  to  ask  him  of  what  use  that  officer  is 
to  the  city  of  Boston  ;  and  why  he  should  have  so 
large  a  room. 

Alderman  Cutter— lam  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman should  ask  a  question  of  that  kind,  after 
having  introduced  an  order  to  change  the  Inspec- 
tor to  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health.  The 
Inspector  of  Mi'k  has  to  look  after  some  7000  milk 
venders  in  this  city ;  lie  sees  that  the  milk  which 
the  gentleman  buys,  if  he  buys  any,  is  pure.  It 
has  always  been  talked  of  in  this  Board,  when 
talking  about  the  need  of  more  room,  that  we 
could  move  the  Milk  Inspector.  To  do  that  would 
discommode  some  Tooo  milk  venders.  I  think  the 
members  of  this  Park  Commission  would  be  less 
disturbed  in  Pemberton  square,  and  I  move  that 
the  oriler  be  indefinitely  postponed 

Alderman  Emery— I  suppose  that  on  the  subject 
of  milk  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0  is  as  good' au- 
thority as  we  have  around  this  Board,  but  he  is 
not  so  well  posted  upon  everything  con- 
nected with  the  duties  of  the  Milk  Inspector 
as  he  ought  to  be.  These  7000  men,  for  whom  the 
Inspector  looks  after,  do  not  visit  City  Hall,  I  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  understands,  to  communicate 
with  him.  The  trouble  is  that  the  Inspector  is  a 
very  faithful  officer,  and  very  frequently  visits 
the  dealers  at  their  quarters. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  ask  if  it  would  not 
be  better  to  place  the  Milk  Inspector  under  the 
charge  of  the  AVater  Board. 

Aldeiman  Emery — 1  should  have  come  round  to 
that  part  of  the  'question  if  I  had  not  been  in- 
terrogated. But  I  do  not  know  now  that  I 
shall  arrive  at  that  point.  I  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have 
tlae  Water  Commission  in  the  same  building 
with  the  Inspector  of  Milk  I  was  about  to  re- 
mark that  this  officer  does  not  have  so  many  vis- 
itors. He  visits  more  people  than  visit  him.  He 
is  a  faithful  officer,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  looks 
after  his  business.  He  has  to  visit  these  people 
who  deal  in  milk,  and  they  do  not  call  upon  him  so 
often  as  he  calls  upon  them.  Furthermore,  if  we 
were  to  place  him  at  :;o  Pemberton  square,  I  think 
he  would  attend  to  his  business  as  faithfully  as  he 
does  in  City  Hall ;  I  do  not  think  he  would  object 
to  having  his  quarters  thcie,  particularly  if  he  has 
some  other  departments  there  which  will  be  of  ad 
vantage  to  him. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  asked  a  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  I  wanted  to  get 
information  from  him  as  to  what  advantage  this 
officer  is  to  the  citv.  When  I  offered  the  order  to 
place  him  under  the  control  of  the  Health  De- 
partment. I  believed  then,  as  I  believe  now,  that 
we  could  give  him  a  desk  in  their  room,  and  that 
his  business  could  be  attended  to  by  one  of  the 
clerks  there  in  his  absence.  Now,  when  he 
is  away,  no  one  has  charge  of  his  office. 
I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  remove  him  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  but  the  gentleman  here  says  he 
is  opposed  to  it;  that  you  can  never  find  anybody 
thf  re,  and  that  the  board  is  of  little  consequence 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  that  he  shall  fight  it. 
I  think  .  that  if  we  take  from  the  table  the 
order  to  place  him  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Board  of  Health  we  would  accomplish 
more  than  we  would  by  passing  this  order.  Eur, 
thermore,  his  report  will  then  come  in  as  a  part  of 
that  of  the  Board  of  Health.  Milk  is  of  very  great 
importance  to  the  city  ;  that  subject  is  in  charge 
of  the  Board  of  Health  in  almost  every  other  city, 
and  should  be  so  here. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  there  any  room  in  the  office 
of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  milk  man? 
•  Alderman  Worthington— That  can  be  provided 
without  additional  expense.  If  he  goes  up  to 
Pemberton  square  he  must  have  an  assistant.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  G  admit 
that  the  officer  dons  attend  to  his  business;  he 
never  did  before.  I  know  that  officer  is  of  great 
use  to  the  city;  he  is  out  every  morning  at  five 
o'clock.  There  is  a  clerk  in  the  Board  of  Health 
office  who  can  attend  to  his  business  without  ad- 
ditional pay. 


Alderman  Cutter — The  gentlemen  do  not  under 
stand  the  duties  this wian  performs.  He  does  not 
do  outride  work,  but  if  you  or  I  buy  milk  that 
we  think  is  adulterated,  we  goto  his  office  and 
notify  him;  then  he  goes  down  and  tests  it.  So 
there  is  actually  a  great  many  people  coming  to 
his  office. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  evident  that  the 
gentleman  does  not  understand  the  duties  of  this 
officer.  I  know  he  does  go  to  the  depots  and 
tests  the  milk  in  any  cans  he  sees  fit,  and  no  offi- 
cer looks  more  carefully  after  his  duties  th^n  he 
does.  The  testing  of  milk  is  a  very  small  part  of 
his  duties. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  know 
more  about  the  duties  of  the  milk  man  than  I  do; 
if  he  does,  I  do  not  see  why  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  talks  differently  from  what  he  did  be- 
fore, and  to  hear  him  admit  that  the  officer  is  of 
some  use. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost,  by 
a  rising  vote— G  for,  i  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
place  the  Inspector  of  Milk  under  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report, 
etc.,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass;  it  will  increase  the  expense  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health.  Everything  put  there  has  been 
run  at  greater  expense  than  btfore.  The  Board 
should  retain  control  of  the  Inspector. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  eulogies  of  the  In- 
spector of  Milk  are  to  be  believed  there  is  no 
necessity  of  placing  him  under  the  control  of  any- 
body. To  do  so  would  seem  to  be  a  reflection 
upon  him.  I  agree  that  he  does  manage  his  de- 
partment well  without  assistance,  and  I  do  not 
understand  that  he  wants  any  assistance. 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  ask  why  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Health  should  not  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  and 
have  a  desk  in  his  office. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hone  the  order  will  pass: 
I  think  it  is  a  proper  one.  There  is  no  committee 
on  that  department,  and  it  seems  to  me  very  prop- 
er that  he  should  be  under  the  Board  of  Health 
the  same  as  the  Inspector  of  Provisions. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Board  of  Health 
do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  his  services  at 
all;  they  merely  want  him  to  make  a  report  to 
them. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of 
placing  him  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  not  re- 
port to  this  Board  as  well  as  that.  The  chances 
are  that  the  expense  of  the  department  would  be 
increased..  It  is  managed  on  a  very  economical 
system  now. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed— 
yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldci  men  lfigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 6. 

REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  applica- 
tions of  Claflin,  Gumey  &  Co.,  pro;  rietors  of  the 
Tremont  and  Revere  houses,  for  innholders'  li- 
cense; Lyceum  Dramatic  Club,  for  leave  to  give 
entertainment  at  John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  April  24; 
and  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  application  of  T. 
R.  Bullock  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  give  gift  entertain- 
ments in  this  city,  "the  proposed  exhibition  being 
illegal."     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  accompanying  order,  au- 
thorizing the  granting  of  a  permit  to  John  G.  All- 
Bright  to  enlarge  a  building  on  Allbright  court  to 
a  size  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions,  according 
to  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  .'  The  order 
was  read  twice  and  passed. 

INDEFINITELY   POSTPONED.  -' 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  for  the 
Commissioners  on  Revision  of  the  City  Charter  to 
report  in  season  for  action  thereon  by  the  present 
Legislature  wis  taken  from  the  table  and  indefir 
nitely  postponed, 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 


ing further  action  a  motion  to  adjourn  by  Alderr 
man  Harris  prevailed — 7  for,  5  against." 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was 
held  at  1%  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  call  of  the  Mayor. 

ANNEXATION  OF  BROOKLINE. 

Message  of  the  Mayor  in  reference  to  memori- 
alizing the  Legislature  in  regard  to  the  passage  of 
an  act  annexing  a  portion  of  Brookline  to  Boston, 
and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  memorialize 
the  Legislature  for  the  same,  or  to  submit  an  act 
to  the  people  for  the  annexation  of  the  whole 
town  to  this  city. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Minotof  Ward  17— I  do  not  quite  understand 
the  nature  of  the  order.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
course,  hut  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  "15— As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  I  will  state 
that  the  Committee  on  Towns  of  the  Legislature 
have  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
to  change  the  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
the  town  of  Brookline,  and  as  it  is  felt  to  he 
necessary  that  we  should  have  some  connection 
with  Brighton  for  obvious  reasons— for  fire  alarm 
and  police  telegraph  poles,  sewerage,  drainage, 
etc. — it  is  important  that  we  should  have  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  town  of  Brookline.  That  re- 
port has  not  yet  been  acted  upon  by  the  Legislat- 
ure, although  it  has  been  sent  in.  It  has  been 
considered  that,  if  we  pass  an  order  here  expressing 
a  wish  to  have  a  part  of  Brookline  annexed,  it  is 
probable  the  report  will  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Towns,  and  some  bill  may  be  re- 
ported, so  that  we  slnll  have  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  Brookline.  The  chief  objection  to  the  petition 
presented  to  the  Legislature  was  that  it  asked 
simply  to  change  the  boundary  between  Brookline 
and  Boston,  and  the  Committee  on  Towns  under- 
stood that  if  this  petition  were  granted  the  town 
would  have  to  be  dismembered  and  therefore  they 
reported  leave  to  withdraw.  For  this  reason  a 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  present  order  providing 
for  a  bill  for  the  annexation  of  the  whole  town 
similar  to  that  of  last  year,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
citizens  of  both  places.  The  people  of  Boston 
having  voted  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Brook- 
line last  year  by  a  large  majority,  it  is  proper  that 
the  City  Government  should  take  action  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  expressed  at  the  polls. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— Do  I  understand  that  the 
proposition  is  to  annex  only  a  part  of  Brookline, 
or  that  such  action  by  the  Council  is  intended  to 
show  a  prejudice  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of 
the  whole  of  Brookline  ? 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  is  intended  to  favor 
the  annexation  of  the  whole,  but  it  is  desirable  to 
get  a  part  if  we  cannot  get  the  whole.  The  reason 
such  a  report  was  not  made  was  because  the  mat- 
ter was  not  properly  presented  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  had  no  authori- 
ty to  urge  it  very  strongly. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  only  asked  the  ques- 
tion for  the  reason  that  very  strong  efforts  are 
being  made  in  the  interest  of  annexation  by  par- 
ties representing  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Of 
course  the  subject  has  not  been  investigated  or 
looked  into  with  the  same  earnestness  on  the  part 
of  those  opposed  to  it  as  it  has  with  those  in  favor 
of  it.  All  these  schemes  for  annexation  are  initi- 
ated by  a  very  small  number  of  persons,  who  bring 
strong  influences  to  bear  and  produce  a  mania  for 
annexation. 

The  object  of  this  order  is  to  give  a  certain  pres- 
tige to  annexation  and  commit  the  Council  to  the 
measure  beforehand— to  show  that  it  is  a  favor- 
able measure  with  the  City  Council ;  I  have  heard  it 
said— certainly  it  has  been  stated  in  all  the  newspa- 
pers—that the  reasons  are  obvious  why  Brookline 
should  be  annexed.  I  have  been  unable  to  think 
•of  any  reason,  and  have  never  heard  any  given, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  we  are  cut  off  from 
Brighton.  We  have  a  right  to  pass  through 
Brookline.  The  water  pipes  have  been 
laid  through  Brookline  to  Brighton  without  any 
difficulty.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that 
the  fact  that  these  water  pipes  come  through 
Brookline,  and  the  distance  from  Brighton  to  Bos- 


ton, have  been  seized  upon  as  a  valuable  auxiliary 
to  the  annexation  scheme.  I  am  peifeclly  well 
aware  that  this  subject  has  not  been  well  looked 
into,  and  that  no  great  amount  of  time  is  to  be  ex- 

?  ended  upon  it  tonight.  I  only  want  to  do  what 
deem  to  be  my  duty,  and  protest  against 
what  I  consider  hasty  action.  I  do  not  think 
any  gentleman  in  this  Council  knows  the 
facts  and  figures  in  regard  to  this  annex- 
ation, which  ought  to  be  looked  into;  or  can 
tell  what  is  the  cost  of  educating  a  scholar  before 
or  after  annexat'on — in  Boston  or  the  place  an- 
nexed—or the  relative  cost  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  so  on  through  all  the1  various  depart- 
ments. The  fact  is  that  the  effect  of  annexation 
has  been  an  injury  to  real  estate,  though  I  do  not 
think  it  is  realized  or  that  the  matter  has  been 
studied.  We  are  following  this  mania  not  as  a 
business  man  woul J,  but  simply  because  it  is  a 
popular  opinion,  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
as  was  ihe  case  in  Philadelphia,  we  are  do- 
ing with  gieat  precipitation  what  may  be 
great  folly,  and  that  it  will  end,  as  it  has  in 
Philadelphia,  in  confusion  in  the  laws,  corruption 
in  government,  and  great  harm  to  the  city  and  to 
the  towns  which  have  been  annexed.  1  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  order,  except 
as  it  seems  to  be  intended  to  give  a  prestige  to 
annexation  and  compromise  us  on  the  subject,  on 
which  the  members  of  the  Council  must  feel,  I 
think,  that  they  are  not  very  competent  to  judge 
so  hastily. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  (unanimous  permission 
being  given  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burdittof  Ward  16)— 
I  fully  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17, 
that  as  an  .abstract  principle  we  have  gone  far 
enough  in  annexation  at  present.  I  do  not  wish  to 
encourage  any  wholesale  annexation,  but  I  want 
to  get  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  a  resolve  which  I  shall  offer  against 
wholesale  annexation.  But  having  annexed 
Brighton,  which  I  think  was  a  mistake, 
the  necessity  seems  to  exist  for  the 
annexation  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  Brookline. 
The  reason  for  this  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  a  good 
one;  but  to  all  the  other  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  I  shall  subscribe. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  must  say  that  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Council  is  so  thin  this  evening,  when  a 
matter  so  important  as  this  is  under  consideration. 
I  cannot  think  that  members  generally  were  aware 
of  the  object  of  this  meeting,  or  more  would  have 
been  here,  although  we  have  a  large  majority 
present. 

I  am  astonished  at  the  two  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  this  evening.  When  I  find  my  worthy 
friend  here  from  Ward  17,  representing  a  town 
which  has  recently  been  annexed,  and  whose  val- 
uable services  we  have  had  during  this  year,  say- 
ing that  we  have  had  annexation  enough,  and  re- 
ferring to  it  as  a  disadvantage  to  boston  and 
the  towns  annexed,  I  am  somewhat  aston- 
ished. And,  again,  I  am  more  astonished 
at  the  admission  which  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  makes,  when  he  agrees  with  his  friend 
here  that  as  an  abstract  principle  annexation  is 
wrong.  He  shakes  his  head.  I  think  I  am  right. 
He  agrees  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  in 
the  abstract  principle.  I  will  give  way  for  him  to 
explain. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  did  not  say  that  an- 
nexation, as  an  abstract  principle  is  wrong,  but 
that  any  more  at  present  is  wrong. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  will  take  him  at  his 
word;  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  the  only  argu- 
ment is  that  of  the  water  pipes,  sewerage,  etc.;  I 
throw  aside  all  those  arguments ;  there  is  no  posi- 
tive necessity  for  this  annexation  on  account  of 
water  pipes  or  drainage.  We  now  have  all  the 
advantages  which  we  would  have  if  Brookline 
were  annexed.  I  go  upon  the  principle  of 
favoring  the  annexation  of  the  whole  of 
Brookline,  and  I  am  as  much  opposed  as 
are     the     Committee     on     Towns,   to     desinte- 

f  rating  anv  portion  of  that  town.  They  are  right, 
do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  get  a  recommit- 
ment, but  it  is  possible  that  if  a  bill  were  to  be  in- 
troduced for  the  annexation  of  the  whole  town  it 
may  be  carried  through,  and  I  believe  that  will 
please  a  ?ery  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  I  had  the  honor  to  vote  upon  this  question 
some  months  ago.  I  am  opposed  to  annexing 
only  a  part  of  that  town.  An  order  to  that  effect 
was  referred  to  this  City  Council  last  year,  and 
this  Government  has  just  taken  hold  of  it;  and  I 
am  told  that  this  meeting  is  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  considering  this  subject.  I  can  only 
reiterate  the  sentiments  I  expressed  last  year,  that 
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I  believe  the  whole  town  should  be  annexed,  and 
unless  I  shall  come  to  a  different  conclusion  than 
that  at  which  I  have  arrived,  as  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  I  shal1  vote  for  the  annexation  of 
the  whole  town  and  against  dividing  it.  If  the 
matter  had  been  properly  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns  by  the  people  of  Boston,  I  think 
that  committee  would  have  been  Induced 
to  make  a  different  report  from  what  they 
have  made.  The  report  they  have  made  is  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  testimnoy  that 
was  brought  before  them,  and  I  never  saw 
a  case  so  bunglingly  managed  as  this  one  of  the 
annexation  of  Brookline  to  Boston  has  been.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  can  state  anything  more  than  I 
have  in  this  rough  way.  My  friend  asks  what  has 
been  the  cost  of  education  per  scholar,  and  the 
relative  cost  of  the  Fire  Department.  Ide>ireto 
say,  upon  a  superficial  view  of  the  matter,  that 
no"  town  in  this  Commonwealth  stands  ahead 
of  Brookline  in  its  educational  matters.  It  has 
never  had  a  steam  fire  engine  till  within  a  few 
years.  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  town  have  been 
managed  with  great  discretion,  and  it  would  be  a 
valuable  adjunct  if  it  were  annexed  to  Boston.  If 
I  had  had  the  honor  of  writing  that  order  I  should 
have  put  it  in  a  different  shape,  but  I  hone  it  will 
pass  tonight,  and  that  no  tangible  objection  will 
be  made  to  it.  I  think  no  reasonable  objection  can 
be  made.  The  matter  will  come  up  for  consideration 

Eerhaps  tomorrow,  perhaps  at  a  later  day,  and  I 
ope  the  question  will  be  fully  stated  and  discussed 
tonight,  so  that  the  report  of  our  proceedings  here 
may  cairy  conviction  with  them.  But  I  hope  the 
matter  will  not  be  passed  upon  hastily,  but  that 
the  proper  arguments  will  be  made,  and  that  gen- 
tlemen will  express  their  views  and  give  sub- 
stantial reasons  whv  Brookline  should  or  should 
not  be  annexed  to  Boston. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  (unanimous  permission 
being  given,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,)— 
It  is  peifectly  apparent,  from  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  has  said,  that  this  is  a  scheme  for 
the  annexation  of  the  whole  of  Brookline,  and 
that  this  matter  of  water  and  the  distance  of 
Brighton  from  Boston  have  been  seized  upon  as 
a  valuable  auxiliary  to  getting  that  scheme 
through.  I  should  be  most  happy  to  accept  the 
propositions  of  the  two  gentlemen— the  one  favor- 
ing general  annexation  and  the  other  that  it  is 
Inexpedient  to  go  beyond  Brookline— and  take 
that  as  the  divided  sentiment  of  the  Council. 
I  speak  more  strongly  upon  this  subject,  per- 
haps, for  when  I  ask  for  reasons  for  annexation, 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  gives  none.  If  he 
were  to  take  stock  in  a  manufacturing  business, 
he  would  know  the  amount  of  water  power,  the 
funded  debt,  and  everything  appert  linine  to  the 
business  before  he  invested  a  hundred  dollars  in 
it.  He  is  investing  in  something  now  which  af- 
fects the  interests  of  Boston  directly,  for  all  time, 
in  some  ways,  and  indirectly  in  others,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  have  no  right  to  pass  upon  this 
question  and  settle  it  definitively,  unless  we  can 
fairly  say  that  we  know  the  facts  and  understand 
what  deductions  to  make. 

'  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  has  referred  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  state  statistics  in  order  to  go  into  an 
operation  of  this  kind.  I  have  not  thought  it  nec- 
essary to  do  so,  but  statistics  showing  precisely 
the  situation  of  the  town  of  Brookline  have  been 
laid  before  the  Legislature.  Any  quantity  of  sta- 
tistics can  he  shown,  but  I  did  not  suppose  the 
question  would  have  been  debated  in  that  particu- 
lar light  this  evening.  I  always  supposed  it  was 
the  general  feeling  of  the  people  of  Boston,  that 
unless  some  positive  objection  were  shown,  Brook- 
line should  be  annexed;  certainly  anv  individ- 
ual who  looks  upon  the  map  arid  wiil  take  the 
pains  to  go  to  the  top  of  this  City  Hall,  will  be 
convinced  beyond  the  possil  ilitv  of  a  doubt,  that 
it  is  a  natural  part  of  Boston,  and  that  sooner  or 
later  it  must  be  annexed.  If  it  is  only  a  question 
of  time,  why  not  do  it  now,  when  the  new  streets 
are  to  be  laid  out  and  can  be  don^  in  connection  with 
the  city  of  Boston;  when  the  question  of  a  public 
park  can  be  taken  into  consideration,  not  only  with 
regard  to  Brookline,  but  to  the  recentlv-annexed 
town  which  my  friend  represents.  All  these  mat- 
ters are  coming  more  positive  ly  before  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Boston  since  the  annexation  of 
the  two  towns  and  one  city  last  year  than  ever  be- 
fore. There  is  a  plan  under  con  iderat'on  now  to 
improve  the  whole  neighborhood  of  Boston  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  commend  itself  to  every 
man,  woman  and  child.  I  hope  no  impediment 
.will  be  placed  in  the  way  of  this  question  of  an- 


nexation, but  that  all  arguments  against 
it  will  be  brought  forth  and  answered  here.  I  am 
perfectly  aware  that  a  very  large  vote  was  cast  at 
the  last  election  in  Brookline  against  this  project, 
but  I  am  as  well  aware  that  public  opinion  there v 
since  certain  transactions  have  come  to  light,  has 
entirely  changed,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  if  the 
same  bill  were  to  pass  the  Legislature  today  and' 
submitted  to  the  people,  a  very  large  minority 
certainly — and  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  majority- 
would  vote  in  favor  of  it.  The  subject  of  water 
supply  alone  has  c  aused  a  large  number  of  people 
there  to  favor  annexation,  and  I  have  reason  to^ 
think  the  change  in  opinion  has  been  very  great. 
Everybody  knows  that  a  very  large  majority  of- 
the  citizens  of  Boston  voted  in  favor  of  it.  Unless 
there  can  be  some  positive  objections  shown,  I 
think  it  would  be  peifectly  safe  for  the  City  Coun-: 
cil  of  Boston  to  declare  itself  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  that  whole  town. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  (unanimous  permission 
being  given) — I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  has  put  a  slightly  false  color  upon  this 
proposition  by  speaking  of  it  as  a  scheme 
or  job  for  the  annexation  of  Brookline.  Nothing 
was  further  from  the  minds  of  the  committee 
than  that,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Mayor  had  any 
such  thing  in  his  mind,  nor  do  I  think  any 
gentleman  here  would  impute  such  a  motive 
to  him.  I  do  not  think  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion of  annexing  Brookline  are  strictly  before 
us.  The  Mayor  considers  it  necessary  to  have 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  Brookline  ii  order 
to  have  a  connection  with  Brighton,  outside 
of  all  the  other  arguments  for  annexation,  but 
1  should  hardly  concur  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  Mayor  that  we  should  have  more  annexe 
ation.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  to  the  fact  that  the  order  does 
not  contemplate  the  annexation  of  Brookline  per 
force,  but  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  It  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
should,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  reflect  an 
opinion  which  was  expressed  by  the  people  at  the 
polls  last  fall. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  meant  no  disrespect 
to  the  Mayor,  although  I  differ  with  him 
in  opinion.  Certainly  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  my  mind  than  to  suppose  that  he  could  be 
implicated  in  any  scheme  of  which  he  was  aware. 
But  I  still  maintain  that  this  movement  has 
been  brought  about  by  a  class  of  persons  whose 
interests  are  very  large  and  whose  influence 
is,  in  consequence,  much  greater  than  that  of 
those  opposed.  I  took  occasion  to  say  that  I 
looked  upon  this  thing  as  a  mania.  Perhaps  I  can 
illustrate  it  in  a  homely  way.  There  is  a  certain 
amplification  of  ladies'  attire  which  increases  the 
size  and  body  of  their  figure.  Any  man  can 
see  that  it  is  a  natural  adjunct,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  there  is  no  man  in  this  Council 
who  would  dare  to  vote  against  it,  because  public 
opinion  is  in  favor  of  that  natural  adjunct.  This 
thing  is  ephemeral  and  will  pass  away  in  two  or 
three  years,  like  all  other  streams  of  public  opin- 
ion, and  then  we  shall  turn  around  and  look  upon 
both  it  and  the  fashion  in  ladies'  garments  as  fol- 
lies, the  reason  for  which  we  never  could  under- 
stand. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  its  passage,  Mr.  Minot  of  Ward 
17  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  50,  nays  1, 
as  fellows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Butler, 
Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Crovvlev,  Cushman, 
Dacey,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Flatley,  Flvnn,  Fuller, 
Goldthwait,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hine,  Jennings,' 
Kent,  Kimball,  'Long,  Loring,  McCarty,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Power.-',  Pray,  Putnam.  Shaw',  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Train,  Wall >r id- e,  Warren,  West,  Wes- 
ton Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,' N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woo  is— 56. 

Nay — Mr.  Minot— 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bearce,  Bleiler,  Cudworth,  Denny,  Hicks,  Hunne- 
well,  Martin,  Moley,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Thacher,  Woodward — 15. 

THE  SUBJECT    OF    GENERAL    ANNEXATION. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  inexpedient  that  any  bill  for  the  annexa- 
tion of    more  territory  to  the  city  of   Boston,  ex- 
cept a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Brookline', 
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should  be  passed  at  the  present  session  of    the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Putnam — I  introduce  this  resolve  at  this 
time  because  we  have  just  been  discussing  a  sub- 
ject intimately  connected  with  it.  It  is  offered  as 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  committee  have  found  themselves 
in  somewhat  an  awkward  position  at  the 
State  House,  before  the  Committee  on  Towns, 
not  knowing  what  their  instructions  were, 
or  what  to  do.  They  are  now  acting  under 
an  order  passed  February  28th,  which  au- 
thorizes the  committee  tci  examine  and  consider 
all  acts  or  schemes  for  the  annexation  of  more 
territory  to  Boston,  but  it  does  not  say  whether 
they  shall  favor  or  oppose,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  authority  the  committee  have  labored  under  a 
disadvantage.  There  is  a  mania  for  annexation, 
at  least  eight  towns  and  cities  have  petitioned  for 
annexation.  It  is  perfectly  clear  to  the  Council 
that  unless  we  want  the  wholesale  annexation  of 
those  towns  to  Boston  we  must  take  some  steps  to 
prevent  it.  The  problem  of  annexation  on  a 
great  scale  is  a  new  one;  we  have  not  de- 
cided it  fully,  and  have  got  about  as  much 
territory  this  year  as  we  can  attend  to  without  an- 
nexing any  more  besides  Brookline.  The  rate  of 
taxation  has  been  increased  very  largely  on  ac- 
count of  annexation.  We  have  not  yet  assimilated 
the  new  territory,  and  they  have  not  tested  it, 
and  this  resolve  is  put  in  as  a  caution  that 
we  do  not  wish  any  more  this  year.  The 
Committee  on  Towns  have  heard  several 
petitions,  but  as  no  position  against  them  has 
been  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
matters,  they  will  probably  report  the  bill,  and  we 
know  that  when  a  bill  is  reported  and  submitted 
to  the  people,  annexation  is  half  accomplished. 
It  is  easy  enough  to  get  up  a  furore  about  the  me- 
tropolis spreading  eight  miles  to  the  east  and 
west,  and  to  get  a  vote  annexing  towns  when 
we  are  not  prepared  for  it.  Therefore,  it 
seems  best  for  the  City  Council  to  express 
some  opinion  that  will  give  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  some  authority  at  the  State 
House.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  judge  better 
than  the  people  can  of  the  propriety  of  annex- 
ing further  territory,  being  supposed  to  be 
familiar  with  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  able  to  judge  whether  it  would 
be  better  to  take  a  larger  load  upon  our 
shoulders  than  we  have  now.  The  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  are  satis- 
flnd  that  if  a  resolve  of  this  kind  were  to  pass  the 
City  Council,  it  will  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the 
reporting  of  any  bills  which  will  otherwise  be  re- 
ported simply  because  no  one  appears  to  oppose 
them,  and  because  the  petitioners  have  made  out 
a  good  case.  The  committee  would  like  to  hear 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— Without,  of  course,  hav- 
ing had  much  time  to  reflect  upon  this  resolve,  it 
seems  to  me  at  first  blush  that  it  conflicts  with  the 
sentiments  which  have  been  just  now  advocated 
by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  I  do  not 
mean  to  express  any  opinion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  annexation.  I  may  be  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  more  territory,  or  I  may  not; 
but  I  do  not  believe  in  passing  that  re- 
solve. I  was  quite  content  to  vote  in  favor 
.of  the  order  for  the  annexation  of  Brookline,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  that  could  be  put  upon  spe- 
cial grounds — there  is  a  special  emergency.  This 
is  a  different  matter.  From  my  experience  in  a 
place  where  there  has  been  some  excite- 
ment in  regard  to  annexation^  it  is  not  well 
for  any  government  to  commit  itself  for 
or  against  any  such  matter.  It  would  be 
better  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
matter  presented  to  them,  and  let  the  people  de- 
cide the  general  question  for  themselves.  The 
question  of  annexation  has  no  place  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  in  that  of  any  town.  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  merely  an  expression  of  the  opinions 
of  members  of  the  Government;  it  is  a  private 
opinion,  but  publicly  expressed,  and  will  be 
used  as  an  expression  of  public  opinion. 
I  think  1  have  seen  trouble  arise  from  the  intro- 
duction of  these  matters  into  the  City  Govern- 
ment. It  would  be  better  to  leave  the  question 
where  it  has  been  wisely  left  heretofore— with 
those  who  are  free  from  any  politic  1  or  local 
prejudices,  and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolve. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  am  perfectly  willing 
■Xo  support  this  question  upon  the  issue  rai-ed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Charlestown,  whether  it  is 


good  policy  for  this  City  Government  to  express 
an  opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time.  I  differ 
from  him.  There  is  a  special  emergency  in  this 
case,  ;iih1  it  is  quile  a  serious  emergency.  Suppose 
that  all  these  towns  should  get  bill-  and  vote  to  be 
annexed,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  this  will  be  the 
case.  It  is  quite  as  serious  an  emergengy  for  this 
Government  to  consider  as  the  police  and  fire- 
alarm  telegraph  to  Brighton.  If  the  towns  them- 
selves have  so  much  to  say  in  favor  of  annexa- 
tion, we  should  have  something  to   say  against  it, 


will  in  the  end  do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  pre- 
vent the  annexation  of  towns  which  we  are  not 
ready  to  have  come  in.  I  will  warrant  that  if 
even  we  pass  this  rjesolye,  it  will  not  prevent  those 
eight  towns  from  flocking  up  to  the  Legislature 
next  year  for  an  annexation  bill.  We  can  have 
them  when  we  want  them,  and  may  have  some  of 
them  sooner  than  we  want  them.  I  hope  this  re- 
solve may  pass  in  order  to  put  the  Committee  on 
Legi'lative  Matters  on  better  ground  than  we 
stand  at  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  inconsistencies  of  my  friend  from  Ward  15, 
when  he  si  oke  before  in  reference  to  the  position 
taken  by  my  friend  from  Ward  17,  but  I  am  more 
astonished  now.  Why,  sir,  if  he  had  introduced 
this  resolve  previous  to  the  one  which  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  where 
would  that  order  have  stood?  He  comes 
here  and  urges  upon  us  the  necessity  of 
annexing  the  whole  or  part  of  Brookline  to  Bos- 
ton, and  then  he  says,  "thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and 
no  farther";  shutdown  the  bar;  no  more  annex- 
ation shall  be  made  to  Boston  with  my  con- 
sent. I  do  not  believe  in  such  doctrine;  it  is 
not  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
and  this  City  Government  will  never,  in  my 
judgment,  proclaim  such  a  sentiment.  Sup- 
pose those  towns  have  asked  to  be  annexed; 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Towns  are  com- 
petent to  pass  upon  the  question  whether 
they  make  a  good  case  or  not.  Such  a  course  as 
the  gentleman  has  pursued  here  tonight  is  not 
consistent.  The  honjrable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldeimen  attends  the  meetings  of  the 
committee  and  stands  there  alone  as  the  sol- 
itary representative  of  the  city  of  Boston;  he 
would  rot  stand  here  and  say  that  no  more 
towns  should  be  annexed  to  Boston.  If  he 
does  he  would  not  express  the  sentiments  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  the  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston.  The  Legislature  is  elected  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  the  city  of  Boston  should 
not  set  herself  up  to  dictate  to  that  body.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  pass  this  order,  we  will  he 
going  far  out  of  our  line  of  duty ;  our  constituents 
have  not  instructed  us  to  come  here  and  favor  or 
object  to  the  annexation  of  new  territory. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  necessary  for  this  large  and  grow- 
ing metropolis  to  control  its  water  front;  that 
has  been  proclaimed  for  years  by  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  Boston,  and  if  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  they 
shall  see  fit  to  report  in  favor  of  the  annex- 
ation of  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and  Revere,  it  is 
not  proper  for  us  to  come  here  and  say  that 
they  shall  not  come  in.  It  was  pro- 
posed some  months  ago  that  those  places  should 
be  separated  from  the  county  of  Suffolk,  but  the 
City  Government  arose  in  its  might  and  said  it 
should  not  be,  and  those  towns,  by  a  large 
majority  of  their  voters,  have  asked  to  be 
annexed  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  city  of  Cam- 
bridge has  a  very  large  petition  before  the  Legis- 
lature for  annexation,  and  even  the  town  of  Hyde 
Park  has  one.  Well,  suppose  they  show  good  rea- 
sons why  they  should  be  annexed ;  is  it  for  the  in- 
terest of  Boston  to  drive  off  those  flourishing 
cities,  towns  and  villages?  It  would  be  an  out- 
rage if  we  say  that  in  our  judgment  we  opposed 
their  annexation.  I  believe  it  is  none  of  our  business 
except  when  it  comes  directly  before  us  as  it  has 
in  the  case  of  Brookline  tonight.  But  when  we  un- 
dertake to  proclaim  here  that  no  more  towns  shall 
be  annexed  to  Boston  except  Brookline,  we  do  in- 
justice to  ourselves  and  to  the  interests  of  the  city 


Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  understood  the 
gentieman  from  Ward  5  to  question  the  statement 
that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  did  not  favor  this  resolution.  I  desire 
to  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  do  f  a  vor  the  reaolution.    I  think  it 
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is  an  eminently  proper  resolution  to  be  considered 
by  the  City  Government.  This  matter  of  annexa- 
tion concerns  the  city  of  Boston  as  well  as  these 
suburban  towns  desiring  to  come  into  Boston, 
and  whether  they  make  out  a  prima  facie 
case  or  not,  I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
should  be  heard.  They  seek  annexation 
for  their  own  benefit ;  they  admit  it  in  their  hear- 
ings; they  want  schoolhouses,  streets,  sewerage, 
and  they  "state  openly  that  they  want  to  be  an- 
nexed that  Boston  may  pay  for  these  improve- 
ments. This  year  we  have  a  great  increase  of 
taxation,  and  the  principal  reason  given  for  it  is  an- 
nexation: the  heads  of  a  great  many  departments 
have  had  their  salaries  raised,  and  when  asked 
the  reason,  it  is  on  account  of  their  increased 
duties  by  reason  of  annexation.  It  therefore 
seems  proper  for  the  City  Government  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  annexation, 
but  I  believe  that  to  be  healthy  it  should 
be  gradual  and  should  not  come  all  at  once. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  had  two_  towns 
and  one  city  added;  we  should  now  wait  and  see 
whether  it  is  proper  to  take  in  any  more  territory. 
Let  us  develop  what  we  have.  Perhaps  it  would 
not  be  well  to  pass  this  resolve  this  evening,  but  I 
am  ready  to  vote  for  it  when  called  upon. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  this  resolve  will 
either  be  passed  or  rejected  tonight.  As  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  it  should  come  spontaneously. 
I  know  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  felt  extremely 
solicitous  in  regard  to  his  position  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns ;  he  represents  nobody,  and  to  a 
lawyer  thai  i-  an  anomalous  position. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  heartily  sympathize 
with  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  the  High- 
lands ;  the  only  difference  is  this— he  desires  the 
City  Government  to  express  an  opinion  as  a  Gov- 
ernment ;  I  want  to  leave  it  with  the  people  and 
the  Legislature  where  it  has  been  left.  1  do  not 
doubt  but  this  is  a  matter  for  very  seri- 
ous thought;  but  I  think  It  is  for  individuals 
rather  than  for  the  Government.  I  would  have 
this  Government  keep  its  skirts  clear  of  all  the 
complications.  Why  should  we  give  an  expression 
upon  this  subject  as  a  Government?  I  cannot  see 
any  possible  good  to  arise  from  it,  but  I  do  see 
much  possible  harm. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  W— I  entirely  sympathize 
with  the  views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15.  If  I  understand  him  correctly,  it  is  that 
an  expression  of  the  views  of  this  Government 
may  prevent  any  more  annexation  at  this  time. 
Do  I  so  understand  him  ? 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  will  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  understand 
how  the  gertleman  from  Charlestowncan  make  a 
difference  between  the  Government  and  individ- 
uals. We  are  here  as  individuals  forming  a  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  bound  to  express  ourselves  on 
any  important  topic.  I  can  see  no  impropriety  in 
placing*  ourselves  as  a  Government  upon  record 
against  annexation. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  against  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  City  Council  to 
set  itself  up  in  the  predicament  of  advising  the 
Legislature  not  to  allow  any  more  addition  to  our 
territory.  1  have  attended  the  sessions  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns,  and  have  listened  to  the  argu- 
ments as  late  as  midnight.  Has  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  done  a  tithe  as  much  as  that?  A 
large  proportion  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members  of  the  Legislature  come  from  outside  o'f 
Boston,  and  if  such  a  resolution  as  this  is  passed 
it  will  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  country 
members;  it  will  look  as  if  Boston  sets  her- 
self above  the  whole  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  says,  we  will  have  no 
more  of  your  country  towns ;  we  have  got  all  we 
want  of  them.  The  Legislature  will  say  to 
these  towns,  come  in.  Because  why?  Boston 
opposes  you — and  for  no  other  reason,  possi- 
bly. Think  of  the  spirit  of  revenge  which  will 
follow  this  dictation  of  Bo>ton  to  the 
whole  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  When 
I  go  to  the  Legislature  and,  in  a  thousand  ways 
besides  annexation,  plead  for  the  interests  of  Bos- 
ton, they  will  say  we  will  not  pass  such  measures, 
because  she  opposes  us  when  we  ask  for  more 
territory  to  be  annexed.  Every  man  knows  the 
natural  prejudices  which  the  country  members 
have  against  the  private  interests  of  Boston  and  it 
is  as  much  as  the  members  from  Boston  can  do  to 
overcome  this  prejudice.  But,  sir,  when  such  a 
matter  is  proposed  as  this  resolve,  how  will  it  be 
for  the  interests  of  Boston  when  such  a  resolve  is 
passed  here?    It  is  uncalled  for  now   and   would 


be  prejudicial  to  this  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Brookline  when  it  comes  up  in  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  says  he  has  never  been  instructed,  and 
has  very  properly  refrained  from  urging  any  policy 
before  the  Legislature.  In  that  he  has  been  doing 
very  properly.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has 
taken  upon  himself  to  urge  certain  measures, 
and  therein  he  is  justified  by  his  position  in  the 
Legislature.  The  gentleman  "from  Ward  10  has 
stated  the  gist  of  the  matter.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  towns  are  urging  this  matter  with 
ell  their  might.  The  plan  is  to  obtain  control  of 
the  town  fairly,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  it 
has  been  done  unfairly.  If  our  interests  are 
opposed  to  them  we  have  a  right  to  be 
represented  in  the  Legislature  the  same  as  they 
are.  We  have  just  as  much  right  to  petition 
against  annexation  as  they  hive  to  petition  for  it. 
The  gist  of  the  matter,  to  my  mind,  lies  in  this 
way.  I  have  heard  some  per-ons  complaining 
bitterly  that  Boston  was  after  taxes,  and  that  it 
was  proposed  to  annex  Nahant  and  ( iloucester  be- 
cause some  wealthy  citizens  of  Boston  lived  there. 
That  is  perfectly  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the 
position  of  things  is  this :  For  the  lasthalf  a  century 
Boston  has  been  in  possession  of  more  concentrated 
wealth  than  any  other  city  in  the  countiy ;  but  its 
expenses  are  "larger  than  any  other  city  in  the 
United  States  except  one.  Now,  if  this  concen- 
trated wealth  cannot  be  properly  managed,  what 
can  we  do  with  more?  The  remedy  lies  in  quite 
another  direction.  We  should  never  let  our  ex- 
penses e\ece  1  our  estimates. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  feel  some  hesitancy  in 
voting  upon  this  question  tonight,  and  therefore 
move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table,  but  I  will  with- 
draw to  allow  farther  discussion. 

Mr.  Putnam  hoped  it  would  not  be  laid  on  the 
table;  the  committee  wanted  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  If  the  Council  rejected 
the  resolve  it  will  accomplish  just  as  much  as  was 
intended. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  matter  of  the  annex- 
ation of  these  various  towns  came  before  the  Com- 


mittee on  Legislative  Matters  last  year,  and  on 
this  subject  of  the  annexation  of  a  part  of  Brook- 
line,  to  get  a  connection  with  Brighton,  there  were 
two  reports — the  one  from  the  minority  favoring 
the  taking  of  a  larger  portion.  Brookline  having 
voted  against  annexation,  it  seemed  essential  that 
as  small  an  amount  only  should  be  asked  for  as 
would  accomplish  that  purpose.  I  favored  the  re- 
port at  that  time  because  it  was  argued  that  very 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of 'the  town  favored  it; 
although,  so  far  as  its  being  of  any  practical  con- 
sequence was  concerned,  there  did  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  any  need  of  it.  The  only  practical  benefit 
of  it  would  be  to  Brooklirre,  because  Boston  would 
have  to  maintain  the  road  and  run  the  risk  of 
damages  upon  it.  But  still  it  was  con-idered  that 
we  ought  to  have  it  annexed;  and  there  being  no 
particular  reason  against  it,  I  favored  it.  After- 
wards a  number  of  citizens  of  Brookline 
came  before  the  committee,  and  said  they 
desired  a  larger  part  of  the  town  to  be 
annexed;  and  the  committee  reported  an 
order  in  favor  of  annexing  just  so  much  as 
those  citizens  desired,  the  main  argument  then 
being  that  the  water  pipes  would  be  brought  with- 
in the  city  proper— not  that  they  would  be  any 
better  in  the  city  than  out,  but  it  was  used  as  an 
argument  and  it  was  thought  better,  on  the  whole, 
to  have  it  done.  Then  came  the  proposition  for 
setting  off  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and  Revere  trom 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  which  it  was  argued  would 
cause  a  great  complication  of  the  county  affairs. 
Here  is  the  city  of  Boston,  forming  the  greater 
part  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  bearing  the 
entire  expense  on  account  of  an  agreement  made 
many  years  ago,  and  it  was  considered  that,  some- 
how or  other,  that  ought  to  be  done  away  with. 
Then  it  seemed  to  me  that,  while  we  have  charge 
of  the  juries  and  try  cases  from  Chelsea,  Winthrop 
and  Revere  here,  those  places  of  all  others  would 
be  entitled  to  annexation.  But  still  the  commit- 
tee thought  that  they  had  better  go  to  another 
county  rather  than  have  this  complication  of 
county  affairs  kept  up,  and  so  reported.  It  was 
done  simply  because  it  was  thought  best  to 
put  an  end  to  this  anomalous  soit  of  existence. 
There  was  some  arrangement  made  twenty  years 
ago  that  Boston  should  pay  all  the  county  ex- 
penses, and  that  time  has  expired  some  time  since. 
Now,  it  may  look  to  some  as  if  the  action  of  the 
committee  was  a  little  incongruous,  but  it  was 
not,  for  each  report  was  to  accomplish  a  special 
purpose.    The  people  of    Winthrop  came  before 
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the  committee  and  objected  strongly  to  being  set 
off  to  Middlesex  or  Essex  County,  and  desired  to 
be  annexed  to  Boston.  The  committee  said,  "We 
will  favor  that — all  we  want  to  do  is  to  put  an  end 
to  the  anomalous  state  of  tilings."  It  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  so  far  as  Winthrop  was  con- 
cerned, that  place  is  certainly  entitled  above  all 
others  to  be  annexed  to  Boston.  And  it  is  the 
place  of  all  others  that  Boston  ought  to  have  an- 
nexed, because  it  is  one  of  the  arms  stretching 
down  to  Point  Shirley,  reaching  to  Deer  Island, 
and  embracing  one  side  of  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton. It  is  a  place  of  some  seven  or  nine  hun- 
dred acres,  and  it  was  stated  to  the  committee 
that  one-fifth  of  its  territory  belongs  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  Then,  again,  so  far  as  the 
water  pipes  are  concerned,  if  that  is  to  be  taken 
as  an  argument,  the  water  to  Deer  Island 
runs  entirely  through  the  town  of  Winthrop,  and 
you  cannot  go  to  Deer  Island  by  land  without  go- 
ing through  Winthrop.  It  is  simply  a  neck  of  land 
separated  f  rom  the  rest  of  the  main  land  by  the 
city  of  Boston  ;  it  is  a  part  of  the  harbor  of  Boston 
and  certainly  is  a  place  that  the  city  of  Boston, 
for  the  protection  of  its  harbor,  ought  to  control, 
should  any  emergency  arise  when  something 
should  be  done  in  the  way  of  fortifications.  It  is 
one  of  those  places,  above  all  others,  which  pre- 
sent extraordinary  reasons  for  annexation,  and 
is  needed  more  than  any  other  i  lace  that  has  been 
lately  annexed.  1  wool  1  rather  see  all  those  places 
put  back  again,  if  possible.  Then  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  form  some  plan  by  which  each  of  these 
town  and  city  governments  should  take  care  of 
their  own  private  interests,  and  to  have  selected 
some  larger  government  to  have  the  management 
of  roads  that  run  from  one  10  the  other,  and  of 
matters  that  appertain  to  them  in  common,  which 
could  have  taken  care  of  all  that  territory,  like 
that  in  the  city  of  London.  No w,we  have  a  com- 
mission to  establish  a  form  of  government,  and  as 
there  is  to  be  a  considerable  tendency  to  annexation 
to  make  the  city  complete,  such  a  place  as  Win- 
throp should  be  annexed  just  as  much  as  Brook- 
line,  because  it  is  a  pait  of  the  harbor  of  Bo-ton 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk.  Although  I  dislike 
this  annexation  and  would  prefer  to  be  back 
where  we  were,  and  then  establish  some  foim  of 
government  that  would  take  better  care  of  us  all, 
so  long  as  we  have  rushed  ahead,  it  seems  to  me 
better  that  it  should  not  be  so  slow,  and  then  we 
can  have  this  commission,  that  is  to  establish  this 
form  of  government,  frame  one  suited  to  the 
whole.  But  the  main  point  I  wish  to  make  is,  to 
call  attention  to  the  peculiar  relations  of  the 
town  of  Winthiop  to  IJoston.  The  city  of  Chelsea 
stands  somewhat  so,  but  Winthrop  presents  the 
strongest  case.  There  has  been  some  objection  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  here.  I  do  not  see  that 
the  City  Solicitor  needs  any  instructions,  and 
if  he  has  not  any,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  let  it 
alone.  There  is  another  thing.  There  was  an 
injunction  against  the  town  of  Brookline  pay- 
ing bills  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  itself 
against  division  and  annihilation.  'Ihe  ques- 
tion arose  whether  a  town  had  any  business 
to  expend  any  money  for  the  purpose  of 
appealing  before  the  Legislature  and  prevent  the 
putting  of  an  end  to  its  existence.  But  the  Su- 
preme Court  said,  "No,  you  caimotexpentl  money ; 
you  are  a  creature  of  the  Legi.  lature;  that  is  the 
tribunal,  and  if  you  spend  money  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  your  own  municipal  existence.' ' 
Now,  we  are  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion 
opposing  further  annexation  this  year.  Here  is  a 
resolution  on  this  great  and  broad"  principle,  and 
you  are  asked  to  vote  -upon  thatquestion,  and  thus 
perhaps  shut  out  every  cae,  when  theie  maybe 
cases— I  have  submitted  good  reasons  for  one— in 
which  annexation  would  be  desirable.  These  are 
the  views  of  one  who  has  never  been  particularly 
in  favor  of  annexation.  I  think  we  who  live  in 
the  older  portion  of  the  city  have  rea  on  to 
be  opposed  to  annexation,  because  we  have 
found  that  while  we  could  get  nothing,  those 
towns  wdiich  have  just  come  in  have  had 
more  money  spent  on  them  in  streets  and  im- 
provements than  the  entire  amount  of  income  de- 
rived from  those  places  by  taxe-.  We  felt  sore 
about  it,  and  not  without  some  reason.  But  I  op- 
pose this  lesolution,  because  cases  might  arise 
where  we  should  vole  for  annexation. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  10— In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  would  state  that  as  the  re- 
solve was  originally  drawn  the  little  town  of  Win- 
throp was  also  excepted,  and  the  only  reason  it 
was  stricken  out  was  because  the  committee  last 
year  had  not  expressed  itself  in  favor  of  it.     , 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  can  only  caution  th 
Council  against  any  such  rash  action  as  is  contem 
plated  in  this  resolve.  I  hope  the  better  sense 
and  judgment  of  the  Council  will  vote  this  resolu- 
tion down.  It  is  wholly  out  of  place,  and  not  re- 
quired, and  I  think  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Brackctt  of  Ward  10— Although  I  agree  with 
the  sentiment  of  the  resolution,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  best  to  vote  upon  it  tonight.  Undoubt- 
edly the  minds  of  gentlemen  are  not  made  up  up- 
on it.  I  will  therefore  renew  the  motion  that  it 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  make  a  statement 
which  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  in  justice  to  my- 
self. It  will  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the  mon+h  of 
February  I  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Wilson's  Hotel  property  ill  Brigh- 
ton. That  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
able  committee,  who  reported.  I  have  before  me 
the  record  of  that  committee.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
from  the  official  report  of  the  proci  edings  of  Feb. 
12th  and  lath,  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that 
the  papers  relating  to  the  transfer  of  the  property 
appeared  to  be  correct  and  in  legal  form,  and 
also  his  own  remarks  on  the  subject.]  Now,  Mr. 
President,  when  I  first  called  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  subject,  I  had  reason  to  believe 
that  there  was  something  behind  it  all,  that  the 
title  to  that  property  was  not  a  *ood  one.  I  did 
not  so  state,  however.  I  stated  that  there  were 
reasons  which  impelled  me  to  the  course  which  I 
bad  taken,  and  which  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
to  state  to  the  Council.  I  was  informed  that  pre- 
vious to  that  time  that  property  was  under  attach- 
ment. I  did  not  desire  to  say  that  here  to  the 
Council  then,  and  I  know  I  was  somewhat  laughed 
at  and  censured  for  the  course  I  had  taken— per- 
haps for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  pursue  the  mat- 
ter at  that  time.  A  few  days  since  I  took  occasion 
to  go  with  a  gentleman  from  Boston  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with  the  matter  of  titles,  and  1  made  a  very 
cartful  examination  of  the  records  at  East  Cam- 
bridge. I  found  that  my  su-  pieions  w  ere  entirely 
correct;  that  upon  the  22d  of  April,  1872,  every 
particle  of  the  real  estate  of  George  A.  Wilson  in 
Brighton  was  attached  for  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  that  attachment  had  not 
then  been  withdrawn.  And  it  was  never 
withdrawn  until  after  I  myself  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  City  Auditor, 
the  City  Treasurer  and  the  City  Solicitor  to  the 
fact.  And  yet  the  city  of  Boston  had  received 
that  real  estate  from  the  town  of  Brighton  and 
come  under  an  obligation  to  pay  §75,000  for  it, 
when  the  town  had  no  title  to  it.  This  is  a  matter 
of  history  and  the  records  show  it.  That  was  the 
chief  reason  which  impelled  me  to  make  that 
statement  to  the  Council  on  the  12th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, for  which  I  have  been  censured  in  certain 
quarters.  I  leave  it  to  the  Council  to  say  whether 
1  did  or  did  not  do  my  duty.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
city  was  under  obligation  to  pay  a  note  of  S75,000 
on  the  first  day  of  May  for  real  estate  to  which  it 
had  no  title,  and  which  had  remained  so  while  m 
possession  of  the  town  of  Brighton.  I  feel 
called  upon  to  state  this  in  justice  to  my- 
self and  my  associates  in  the  Council  be- 
cause I  will  never  make  any  statement  to 
this  Council  which  I  cannot  support.  I  felt 
then  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  refrain 
from  going  farther  in  order  that  the  parties  might 
free  themselves  from  the  load  they  were  carrying 
and  do  justice  to  the  town  of  Brighton  and  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  wish  to  state  here  that  the  gen- 
tlemen representing  the  town  of  Brighton  here 
were  wholly  unaware  of  the  state  of  things  as  they 
existed,  and  were  astonished  when  they  heard  it. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  pardon  me  for  making  this 
statement,  because  I  hope  they  will  always  do  me 
the  justice  to  admit  that  whatever  I  have  done  in 
this  case  was  what  I  believed  to  be  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  When  I  made  the  statement 
which  I  did  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Solicitor  they 
were  perfectly  confounded,  and  could  not  at  first 
believe  the  facts.  I  do  not  wish  longer  to  remain 
under  the  imputation  of  saying  anything  that  I 
cannot  support. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  the 
matter  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to 
this  piece  of  property  is  concerned,  it  was  prop- 
erty which  had  been  bought  by  and  been  convey- 
to  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  then  by  annexation 
it  became  the  property  of  Boston.    The  onlyqireS- 
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tion  that  was  raised  at  that  time  was  whether  the 
proceedings  of  the  town  of  Brighton  were  of  such 
a  character  that  the  subject  of  buying  the  prop- 
erty could  be  entertained,  and  the  only  matter 
referred  to  the.  City  Solicitor  was  the  regularity  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  town,  and  so  far  as  the  title 
to  the  property  is  concerned,  that  belonged  to  the 
town  of  Brighton  to  look  after.  The  question  is, 
whose  prooerty  that  was  and  who  was  to  take 
charge  of  it,  and  not  whether  it  was  subject  to  in- 
cumbrances or  attachments. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  regret  that  I  did  not  say 
that  I  made  no  charge  against  the  authorities  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  only  question  in  consider- 
ing that  question  was  whether,  if  the  party,  after 
giving  this  deed  should  have  been  found  insol- 
vent, the  city  would  not  have  lost  that  $75,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  order 
from  the  Aldermen  authorizing  Uie  Committee  on 
Northampton-street  District  to  contract-  with 
Phineas  E.  Gay  to  fill  up  said  district,  was  taken 
up,  and  after  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Train,  in 
reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10, 
passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

ELECTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  the  Council 
proceeded  to  an  election  for  Director  of  Public 
Institutions. 

Messrs.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Davis  of  Ward  14,  and 
Dacey  of  Ward  20,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  successively  re- 
ported as  follows : 

First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessarv  to  choice 29 

W.L.  Prescott 15 

W.  E.  Bicknell 15 

■!t.'iii'!.'.i>   !\   I',:ililu  Mi 2% 

George  P.  Morgan 1 

Second  Ballot. 
Whole  number  of  votes 53 


Necessary  to  a  choice vt 

G.P.Baldwin ~,  ' 

W.E.  Bicknell fS 

W.  L.  Prescott j« 

G.P.Morgan ....'.'.'.' '.'.'.'.'.'.  I 

Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes  u 

Necessary  to  a  choice...! ..'.'".'.' 28 

AV.  L.  Prescott ai 

W.E.  Bicknell r 

Geo.  P.  Baldwin o? 

Geo.  P.  Morgan '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..  1 

Fourth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes sr 

Necessary  to  a  choice ou 

W,  L.  Proseott ....[ jf 

W.  E.  Bicknell , 

George  P.  Baldwin ™ 

George  P.  Morgan .'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  1 

And  Mr.  Baldwin  was  declared  elected"  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
p.oceeded  to  an  election  for  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Femes.  Mi  ssrs.  Noj  es  of  Ward  5,  Wilbur 
of  Ward  9  and  Minot  of  Ward  17  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  the  votes.  Thev 
reported  as  follows :  ' 

Whole  number  of  votes ■;•) 

Neecesaryto  a  choice £f 

William  Woolley ii 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins ....20 

And  Mr.  Woolley  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 

REPORT  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Report  recommending  the 
TW~  of,G«orSe  L-  Burt  and  Henry  Barker  as 
I  us,  es  at  Large  for  two  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  Board 
adjourned. 


BOA.RD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


189 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 
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tie   paid   for 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED. 

Fire  Commission— Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  for  three 
years. 

Special  palicemen,  without  pay— S.  S.  Knowles, 
and  forty  others  (reappointed),  for  various  sec- 
tions of  the  city. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committe  on  Sewers.B.  F.  Beane  et  als, 
that  a  common  sewer  be  constructed  through  La 
Grange  place,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  A.  T.  Rowe,  for  leave  to  cut  down  two 
trees  at  49  Forest  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Co.  and  other  property  owners 
and  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Park  square,  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  authorized  to 
unite  with  them,  on  behalf  of  the  city,  in  making 
suitable  provisions  for  the  purpose  of  watering 
the  streets  in  that  vicinity  during  the  ensuing 
season. 

Mrs.  James  Coughlin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  16. 

Andrew  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  142  Cabot  street. 

John  and    Martin  F.  Mulligan,  ti 
grade  damages  .it  1-ii;  Cabot  street. 

H.  A.  Campbell,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
136  Cabot  street. 

Boston  Exchange  Co.  et  al.,  that  Exchange 
place  be  paved  with  wood. 

John  F.  Good  and  201  others,  Holt  &  Fowler  and 
163  others,  residents  and  abutters  on  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street,  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  order  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  establish  a  line  of  cars  over  their  tracks 
on  said  avenue  and  street,  or  take  up  their  tracks. 

Jacob  P.  Power  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  H 
street,  from  Fourth  to  Sixth  street. 

Alexander  Mann  et  al.,  that  gutters,  etc.,  be 
paved  on  Milk  street,  Charlestown. 

Ebenezer  Bullard,  that  Pearl  street,  Ward  16,  be 
put  in  order. 

Patrick  Maguire,  that  sidewalks  lie  laid  in  front 
of  Nos.  195,  197,  199,  201,  203  Hampden  street, 
Ward  13. 

Peter  Curley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
324  Ruggles  street. 

Francis  Brown  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  from  Walthani 
street,  and  that  the  street  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks  from  the  schoolhouse  to  Tremont  street. 

Thomas  Foye,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Western  street,  Nos.  11  and  13. 

Johanna  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  48  and  50  Regent  street. 

Henry  Conroy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Weston  street. 

Samantha  Horn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  145  Ruggles  street. 

James  L.  Mills  &  Sons,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoist- 
ing beam  at  513  and  519  Commercial  street. 

Augustus  Parker  et  al., that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Blue-Hill  avenue,  between  Seaver  and  Canterbury 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Mun- 
son,  for  the  payment  of  an  instalment  of  contract 
with  the  city  for  the  construction  of  Back-Bay 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  John  A.  Parks  et  al.,  that  the  city  would 
bear  a  part  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Central 
and  Maverick  squares. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  G.  Stoddard  et  al.,  remonstrance 
against  erection  of  stable  by  J.  R.  Worcester,  on 
Ottawa  street. 

Henry  Crane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Proprietors  of 
John  H.  Murray  Circus,  for  a  license  to  give  exhi- 
bitions in  the  city  proper  and  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts in  May  and  June. 


Christopher  Russell,  for  hack  stand  ou  Devon- 
shire street,  near  Milk  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands:  Nathan 
Bobbins,  for  the  removal  of  certain  restrictions  on 
certain  estates  in  South  Market  street. 

Stanley  Gore  et  al.,  for  an  abatement  of  a  por- 
tion of  their  rent  for  wharf  on  City  Hospital  lands. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pulilic  Instruction;  D.  C. 
Eddy  et  al.  and  William  Ellison  etal.,  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  primary  and  grammar  school  building 
in  the  vicinity  of  Stoughton  street  and  Howard 
avenue. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  regular 
order  of  proceedings  was  suspended,  and  the 
Board  took  from  the  table  the  order  relating  to 
the  specific  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1874-75,  with  the  amendment  to  insert  "Grammar 
Schoolhouse  site.  Everett  District,  Ward  16,820,- 
000,"  and  an  amendment  to  order  laying  a  specific 
tax  to  correspond. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  communica- 
tion : 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 
The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent 
that  the  orders  making  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1874-5,  based  upon  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts'  estimates,  and  providing  for 
a  tax  to  meet  the  same,  having  been  laid  upon  the 
table  in  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  at  a  meeting  held 
on  Friday  last  for  information  respecting  the 
State  tax,  I  beg  to  communicate  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, in  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  action  that 
will  be  taken  by  the  State  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  the  tax,  a  recommendation  that  the 
amount  of  sxo2. 120  for  State  tax  be  stricken  out 
of  the  order  making  the  specific  appropria- 
tinns,  and  that  the  order  levying  a  tax  be 
amended  by  striking  out  therefrom  in  the 
title  the  words,  "also  to  pay  the  State  tax," 
and  from  the  order,  "also  the  tax  assessed  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  for  the  vear  1874." 
The  amount  of  tax  which  will  be  levied  upon  the 
city  of  Boston  by  the  State  will  be  raised  by  the 
Assessors  upon  a  warrant  direct  from  the  State 
authorities  to  them,  and  the  amount  so  assessed 
will  be  collected  and  paid  bv  the  City  Treasurer  to 
the  State  Treasurer,  with  the  amount  of  S802.120 
for  the  State  tax  omitted  from  the  order  making 
the  specific  appropriations,  together  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  fixing  the 
amount  for  a  site  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse, 
Everett  District,  Ward  16,  at  $20,000,  instead  of 
$30,000,  as  placed  by  the  Common  Council,  the 
total  appropriations  would  stand  $13,645,113,  and 
the  order  levying  a  tax,  if  the  above  suggestion  is 
adopted,  should  read  811.243,701,  instead  of  the 
sum  as  now  stated  therein,  that  being  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  less  the  estimated  revenue 
with  the  percentage  for  non-payment  of  taxes 
within  the  financial  year,  added.  Respectfully 
submitted,  Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditor. 
The  communication  was  sent  down. 
Alderman  Stebbins— For  the  reasons   stated  in 
the  communication  just  read,  1  move  that  amend- 
ments therein  proposed  be  made  to  the  Appropria- 
tion bill. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  amendments 
were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
lay  a  specific  tax  for  the  ensuing  financial  year 
was  amended  to  correspond  with  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Auditor,  making  the  total  amount 
311,243,751  instead  of  the  sum  previously  fixed,  and 
striking  out  from  the  order  the  words  "also  the 
tax  assessed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  year  1874,"  and  from  the  title  to  said 
order  the  words  "and  to  pay  the  State  tax." 

The  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Harris  — Will  the  gentleman  state 
wherein  an  exigency  arises  for  us  to  pass  this  or- 
der today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  I  understand  the  law,  it 
is  that  we  are  obliged  to  levy  this  tax  before  the 
first  day  of  May.  The  action  of  the  Legislature 
may  largely  increase  this  amount.  If  the  law  for 
a  quarter  of  a  mill  school  tax  is  passed,  it  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  State  tax  to  be  raised  by 
Huston  $200,000,  or  if  the  State  Prison  is  not  built 
it  will  decrease  the  amount  first  estimated.  For 
the  next  two  months  it  will  be  impossible  to  deter- 
mine what  the  State  tax  will  be. 

Alderman  Harris— I  wanted  to  know  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  this  bill  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  know  any  necest 
sity  for  passing  it  today,  but  it  is  necessary  that  i- 
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should  be  passed  befo: 
it   is  not   probable  th; 
plete   its   legislation 
months.    The  Auditoi 
the  figures  he  has  gi 


•  the  first  day  of  May,  and 
,  the  Legislature  will  com- 
or  the  next  two  or  three 
has  been  very  careful  in 
fternoon. 


The  Chairman— The  object  of  the  amendment 
is  to  leave  out  of  the  Appropriation  bill  the  entire 
State  tax.  The  Auditor  is  present  and  will  answer 
any  questions  that  any  member  of  the  Board  may 
desire  to  ask  him. 

Alderman  Stehbins— If  the  Alderman  will  give 
a  good  reason  why  it  should  be  laid  over  till  next 
week,  I  shall  make  no  objection. 

Alderman  Harris— 1  should  like  to  be  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  amount  it  is  intended  to  appropri- 
ate than  it  is  possible  to  be  by  following  the 
Chairman  as  he  read  the  figures. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  to  levy  a  tax  as 
amended.  Alderman  Harris  waived  his  objections 
and  the  orders  were  both  passed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties 
opposed  to  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Sterling 
Street,  between  Westminster  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue ;  and  for  a  sewer  in  Elmwood  street ;  in 
Washington  street,  between  Elmwood  and  Pyn- 
chon  streets,  and  in  Pynchon  street,  between 
"Washington  and  Centre  streets,  came  up  by  spe- 
cial assignment,  and  there  being  no  objection  the 
subjects  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
•Sewers. 

THE     HIGHLAND     STREET      RAILWAY      IN      COURT 

STREET. 

The  petition  of  Highland  Street  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  location  in  Court  street,  and  connections 
with  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on 
"Washington  and  Tremont  streets,  came  up  by 
special  assignment. 

Mr.  Clarke,  counsel  for  the  Highland  road,  said 
this  petition  was  presented  as  supplementary  to 
the  one  heard  last  Monday;  grave  doubts  existed 
as  to  whether  the  location  granted  live  years  ago 
to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  can  be 
used,  and  that  question  is  now  being  tested  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  best  plan  would  be  to  recom- 
mit the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Gaston,  counsel  for  the  Metropolitan  Bail- 
road,  thought  the  petitioners  did  not  know  what 
they  want ;  their  track  must  be  either  in  Cornhill 
or  Court  street,  not  both.  This  application  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Clarke  contended  that  there  were  two  dis- 
tinct propositions',  although  the  location  in  Court 
street  must  depend  in  a  measure  upon  the  result 
of  the  petition  to  run  their  cars  round  the  circuit. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

METROPOLITAN    RAILROAD    AND     SHAWMUT 
AVENUE. 

The  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
for  leave  to  use  tracks  of  the  Highland  Street 
Railroad  Company  on  Shawmut  avenue  and  Wash- 
ington street,  was"  next  considered,  by  special  as- 
signment. 

Mr.  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, thought  it  would  lie  better  to  consider  this 
petition  ami  that  of  the  Highland  road  to  run 
their  cars  through  Corn  hill  together,  to  save 
time. 

Mr.  Clarke  objected,  contending  that  the  two 
subjects  were  entirely  separate,  and  the  other  one 
had  been  assigned  for  a.  later  hour.  He  read  the 
petition  of  Samuel  I).  Crane  and  1773  others,  resi- 
dents of  Shawmut  avenue,  protesting  against  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  road. 
This  petition  is  signed  by  every  resident  on  Shaw- 
mut avenue  but  two. 

Mr.  Jewell  did  not  insist  upon  his  proposition. 
This  petition  is  filed  to  meet  a  demand  of  the 
people  of  that  part  of  the  Highlands  where  their 
ears  do  not  run.  The  rime  of  running  ears  through 
Washington  street  to  the  Tremont  House  is  from 
five  to  seven  minutes  longer  than  it  would  he 
through  Shawmut  avenue.  There  is  at  least  one 
car  a  minute  now  running  through  "Washington 
street,  each  of  which  takes  up  and  sets  down  pas- 
sengers on  the  wav  and  each  ear  is  in  the  way  of 
the  other.  The  Highland  people  desire  to  get  into 
Boston  as  quick  as  they  can,  and  they  ask  that 
their  ears  from  Bartiett  street  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  be  brought  into  the  city  by  the 
shortest  route.  The  counsel  on  the  other  side 
suggested  last  week  that  the  street  did  not  belong- 
to  any  one;  he  admitted  that  and  thought  the 
people  of  the  Highlands  were  entitled  to  be 
brought  into  the  city  without  detention. 


Mr.  Clarke  said  there  were  four  main  streets  be- 
tween Tremont  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  inclu- 
sive, aad  on  three  of  these  the  Metropolitan  had 
their  tracks.  The  track  on  Harrison  avenue 
has  not  been  used  for  a  year.  Mr.  Clarke,  as  illus- 
trating his  view  of  thi!  case,  read  the  story  of  Na- 
than's rebuke  to  David  for  his  conduct  in'securing 
the  wife  of  Uriah. 

Mr.  Gaston  said  he  came  to  appeal  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board,  and  not  to  make  attempts  at 
wit;  not  to  sneer  at  any  other  road,  but  as  a  prac- 
tical man  to  talk  upon  the  question  which  the 
Legislature  had  submitted  to  the  Board.  He 
quoted  Mr.  Clarke's  theory  that  no  corporation 
had  a  vested  right  in  any  street.  The  difference 
between  the  two  applications  is  this,  the  Highland 
asks  to  go  over  a  thoroughfare  which  is  crowded. 
and  the  Metropolitan  wishes  to  go  over  one  that  is 
not  crowded.  He  knew  from  experience  in  City 
Hall  that  there  was  not  much  dependence  to  be 
placed  upon  petitions.  The  granting  of  their 
application  world  not  injure  the  Highland  road. 
-  Mr.  Merrill,  president  of  the  Hie/bland  Railway, 
explained  the  effect  and  object  of  the  General 
Horse-Railroad  bill,  which  was  not  to  allow  the 
cars  of  different  companies  to  run  over  trunk 
lines.  The  Highland  Railway  do  not  want  to  run 
over  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  in  Cornhill  if 
the  Board  will  show  some  other  way  they  can 
carry  their  passengers  where  they  want  to 
go.  Every  abutter  on  the  line  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan from  Dudley  street  to  Egleston 
square  petitioned  them  last  year  to  use  that 
route,  but  they  would  not  because  the  Metropoli- 
tan had  a  track  there.  If  tue  Metropolitan  can 
show  an  exigency  fortius  petition,  the  Highland 
will  not  object.  The  object  of  the  Horse-Railroad 
bill  is  to  give  equal  rights  to  all,  but  it  does  not 
allow  the  use  of  main  tracks  by  other  companies. 
The  Metropolitan  would  have  a  much  nearer 
route  to  the  city  proper  by  coming  down  Harrison 
avenue. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  run  cars  as  far  south  as  Bovls- 
ton  street,  was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Child  for  the  Middlesex,  and  Mr.  Jewell  for 
the  Metropolitan,  stated  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  made  for  one  line  of  the  Middlesex  cars  to 
run  to  Boylston  street,  at  the  rate  of  one  in  five 
minutes,  and  they  had  agreed  that  the  matter 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, which  was  so  ordered  by  the  Board. 

THE  HIGHLAND  CARS  AND  THE  CIRCUIT. 

The  petition  of  the  Highland  Street  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  on  Blue- Hill 
avenue,  and  to  run  cars  as  far  north  as  Cornhill. 
was  next  considered. 

Mr.  Jewell,  for  the  Metropolitan,  called  atten- 
tention  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  circuit, 
so  called,  which  may  be  divided  into  four  divisions, 
1st,  beginning  at  the  Tremont  Housr,  where  a  part 
of  the  Metrepolitan  cars  switch  oil',  through  Corn- 
hill and  Washington  street  to  Temple  place,  over 
which  the -Metropolitan  cars  make  315  trips,  the 
South  Boston  306  trips,  making  820  in  all,  or  68 
cars  an  hour,  something  more  than  a  car  a  min- 
ute, and  this  is  from  7  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M.,  the  trips 
before  and  alter  1  hose  hours  being   not   included. 

From  4  to  7  P.  M.  there  is  a  larger  average.  The 
number  of  cars  running  through  Washington 
street  between  Temple  place  and  Bnvlston  street 
Ms— 514  Metropolitan,  306  South  Boston,  206  High- 
land; in  all  1020  trips  from  Temple  place  to  Boyl- 
ston street,  or  85  cars  an  hour.  If  the  Middlesex 
is  allowed  to  make  144  trips,  the  whole  number 
will  be  1170,  or  97  cars  per  hour,  or  one  every  37  sec- 
onds. 

The  next  division  is  between  Temple  place, 
where  the  Highland  cars  run  into  Washington 
street,  and  the  Tremont  House.  Between  7  A.  M. 
and  7P.M.  the  Metropolitan  cars  run  I3ii!i  trips 
northward  from  Temple  place  to  the  Tremont 
House,  and  of  that  number  5'J5  switch  off  to 
go  hack,  so  that  1964  cars  pass  Park  street 
between  those  hours,  making  an  average  of 
163  an  hour.  Adding  the  Highland  cars 
and  you  have  2170,  or  180  per  hour,  or  three  cars 
per  minute  for  t  .velve  hours  in  the  dav.  Mr.  Jew- 
ell then  showed  by  figures  that  the  time  of  each 
trip  had  been  increased  by  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired to  make  the  trips,  and  thai,  there  had  been 
on  this  account  a  reduction  of  a  trip  a  day  from 
each  car  on  severai  lines. 
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Mr.  Jewell  then  called  the  followinc-named  wit- 
nesses; .''-'"' 

Police-Officer  Wentworth,  who  is  stationed  at 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Summer  streets, 
stated  that  there  are  frequent  blocks  in  the  street 
caused  by  the  great  number  of  cars.  There  are 
sometimes  fifteen  or  twenty  a  day  :  a  la  i  ge  portion 
of  them  are  reported  to  the  Chief  of  Police;  the 
cars  run  very  close  together1;  have  seen'  a  block 
from  Temple  place  to  the  Old  South;  since  they 
go  down  Summer  street  there  'is  less  difficulty. 
(To  Mr.  Clarke)s-Do  not'  think  a  Highland  street 
car  would  make  more  trouble  than  a  Metropolitan 

Officer  West,  who  is  stationed 'on  the  comer  Of 
Tremont  and  Winter  street.-,  stated  that  the  cars 
are- of  ten  blocked  both  ways  for  more  than  an 
hour  and  a  half,  so  that  the  parage  of  the  cars  is 
very  slow;  these  blocks  occur  every  day,  'and 
sometimes  it  is  impossible  for  a  team  to  get  up 
Park  straet  without  going  by  it.  (To  Mr.  Clarke")— 
If  the  cars  did  not  stop  at  the  Tremont  House  and 
switch  off  they  would  not  block  up  so  much.  (To 
Mr.  Jewell)— in  that  case  the  block  would  be 
greater  on  Washington  street;  there  is  a  third 
more  travel  on  Tremont'  street  than  before  the 
widening.  (To  Alderman  Cutter;— The  regulation 
is  fifty  feet  apart  for  teams,  and  it  could  not  be 
enforced. 

Officer  Coombs  of  Station  Four  stated  that  in 
his  judgment  there  are  as- many  cars  on  the  street 
now  as  can  conveniently  run,  but  if  there  were 
more  they  could  be  got  through.  Blocks  occur 
fifteen    or  twenty  times  a  .  clay ;  he   is  much  occu- 

gied  in  relieving  travel.  The  travel  is  very  bad  on 
hauncy  street,  and  blocks  occur  there  often. 
Blocks  on  Washington  street  continue  half  an 
hour,  and  are  very  frequent.  The  teams  often 
cause  blocks,  and  the  time  of  travel  from 
Cornhill  to  Boylston  street  is  very  long.  (To 
Mr.  Clarke)— When  there  is  a  block,  every- 
thing is  at  a  standstill.  About  five  hours  on  paiv 
ticular  days  travel  is  at  a  standstill  on  account  of 
these  blocks.  ,  Could  not  state  whether  there  were 
any  blocks  last  Saturday  or  Friday;  and  there  was 
a  block  there  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  this 
forenoon  about  eleven  o'clock,  while  the  cars  were 
running  down  Summer  slice  t— though  it  may  have 
been  later  than  that,  after  he  had  got  through  at 
Mr.  Jewell's  office.  The  cars  were  running  on 
Summer  street  this  morning,  but  he  did  not  know 
that  they  changed  after  hall-past  ten. 

Officer  Dyer,  Who  is  stationed,  at  Tremont  and 
Court  streets,  said  blocks  frequently  occur  there; 
they  rarely  get  blocked  in  Cornhill,  for  few  teams 
go  there.  "(To  Mr.  Clarke) — Sometimes  blocks  are 
caused  by  teams  swinging  across  'the  tracks,  hut 
not  always;  if  the  cars  were  kept  the  regulation 
distance  apart  there  would  be  .  no  more  blocks. 
He  would  not  care  to  have  twenty-five  or  thirty 
more  per  hour  to  look  after. 

Officer  Carson,  stationed  at  Tremont  and  School 
streets,  said  he  reported  from  three  to  eight 
blocks  a  day,  and  only  the  worst  ones;  they  con- 
tinue from  ten  to  ..fifteen  minutes.  (To  Mr. 
Clarke.)— He  was  formerly  stationed  in  Dock 
square,  where  there  were  frequent  blocks  of  heavy 
teams,  which  were  harder  to  get  out  than  cars. 

George  O.  Baker,  Clerk  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  thought  the  circuit 
very  much  more  crowded  than  formerly.  In  1872 
the'Bay  A'iew  line  made  eight  or  nine  trips  daily  ; 
now  they  run  but  seven.  Dorchester  street  for- 
merly eleven,  now  nine ;  cars  from  the  office  for- 
merly nine,  now  eight.  The  increased  business  on 
the  circuit  has  caused  this  decrease  in  trips,  by 
lengthening  each  trip,  substantially  lo-ing  one  trip 
a  day  per  car.  He  is  on  the  line  every  day,  and  sees 
blocks  every  day.  The  effect  oi 'adding  two  hun- 
dred cars  a  day 'to  the  circuit  would  diminish  the 
number  of  dips  per  day  of  each  car.  From  Boyl- 
ston street  to  Cornhill  they  have  to  go  in  a 
walk  the.  greater  portion  of ,  the  way,  and 
it  is  perhaps  worse  on  Washington  street. 
Between  Temple  place  and  Boylston  street  is 
much  the  worst  part  of  the  route.  (To" Mr.  Clarke) 
—The  time  of  the  round  trip  was  or,  minutes,  and 
now  it  is  1.15  or  1.20.  On  the  Point  line  at  nine  trips 
the  time  was  1.30,  and  now  is  1.45,  and  ought  to 
be  more.  On  the  Bay  View  line  1.22  was  allowed 
for  each  of  ten  trips,  ami  now  it  is  1.48.  Thenars  re- 
main at  the  station  a  very  short  time  when  the 
streets  have  been  "blocked.  This  time  includes 
both  the  running  and  waiting  time.  The 
running  time  to  -  Beach  and-  Washington 
street  is  the  .  same  as  it  always  has 
been.  The  difference  is  due  to  the  time  taken 
ingoing  round  the  circuit.    The  time    that  should 


be  allowed  to  go  round  the  circuit  is  twenty-two 
minutes;  now  it  takes  from  tiftten  to  twenty  min- 
utes additional.  After  leaving1  Beach  street  the 
horses  of  ten  have  to  walk  all  the  Way  round.  The 
reason  for  less  trips  was  not  because  the  men  and 
horses  were  .overworked;  they  have  about,  the 
same  number  of  hours  at  work/' 

Mr.  Prescotr,  roadman  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road, said  he  found  blocks  dozens  of  times  a  day, 
some  continuing  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. '  The 
cars  go  practically  on  the, circuit  'on  a  slow  walk. 
They  have  to  take  half  an  hour  to  get  round  the 
Circuit  now  travel  has  increased.  (To Mr.  Clarke.)-— 
There  are  more,  blocks  where  there  are  more  ears 
arid  teams  and  where  more  people  want  to  go.'  He 
did  not' see  any  other  way  of  gettimr  the  people 
into  the  business  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Starkweather  said  the  Metropolitan  Kail- 
road  allowed  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  longer 
per  trip,  and  it  takes  a  trip  ofl  each  car;  he  sees 
blocks  in  the  street  every  day.  He  substanti- 
ated the  previous  statements  of  Mr.  Jewell 
in  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  time 
allowed  cars  to  make  separate  trips.  The 
running  at  the  end  of  Temple  "place  is 
much  easier  when  the  Highland  ears  go  easterly 
through  Temple  place.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— They 
have  added  iiom  iwenly  to  thirty  minutes  to  the 
time  of  the  Norfolk-House  cars-;-but  the  time  va- 
ries according  to  the  hour  of  the  day ;  about  6  P. 
M.  they  allow  about  an  hour  and  a  half;  the  High- 
land cars  do  not  make  more  trouble  than  the  South 
Boston. 

Mr.  Humphrey,  trackmaster  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad,  said  travel  had  about  doubled;  the 
blocks  on  the  circuit  occur  very  often  every  day. 
and  his  business  kept  him  on  the  circuit  all  tlie 
day.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— He  is  the  superintendent 
of  punches. 

Mr.  Johnson,  Superintendent  of  the  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad,  gave  a  statement  of  facts  in  regard 
to  the  average  number  of  trips  made  on  that  i'oad, 
daily,  f rom  18(59  to  1873  and  1874,  corroborating 
Mr.  Baker's  statement.  In  1869  they  ran  from  Dor- 
chester street  in  fifty-five  minutes,  and  the  time 
was  ample;  in  1870  it  took  fifty-five  minutes,  in 
1871  an  hour  and  teii  .  minutes,  in  1873  an 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  and  this  year 
they  give  them  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 
From  the  office  in  1869,  they  gave  the  cars  an  hour 
and  five  minutes;  in  1870,  an  hour  and  eleven 
minutes;  in  1873,  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes, 
.and  in  1874,  an  hour  and  thirty-four  min- 
utes. From  City  Point  they  gave  them  an 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes  in  1869,  an  hour  and 
twenty  in  1871,  an  hour  and  thirty  in  1872.  and 
an  hour  and  forty  in  1873,  and  this  year  an  hour 
and  forty-five.  While  this  increase  has  been  made 
in  the  time,  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  cars.  The  time  of  the  Bay  View  line 
has  increased  from  an  hour  and  twenty-two  min- 
utes in  1869  to  an  hour  and  forty-eight  or 
fifty  minutes  this  year;  last  year  it  was  one 
forty,  and  the  year  before,  one  thirty-five. 
The  great  crowd  occurs  on  the  circuit  and  fre- 
quently they  have  not  a  car  at  the  office  or  in 
sight.  (To  Mr.  Clarke)— The  travel  has  greatly  in- 
creased since  the  fire  and  has  been  constantly  in- 
creasing; he  never  had  hesitated  to  put  on  addi- 
tional cars,  but  had  not  increased  the  frequency 
of  trips  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Jewell  said  they  had  no  further  testimony 
to  put  in. 

Mr.  Clarke  said  the  story  was  what  they  had  ex- 
pected. 

This  closed  the  hearing,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter  the  petition  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

RAILWAY  SYSTEM   INVESTIGATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  on  the- petitions  of -the  Metro- 
politan, Middlesex  and  Highland  Horse  Railway 
companies  for  leave  to  use  the  tracks  of  other 
roads,  the  Committee  on  Paving  (to  whom  said 
petitions  were  referred)  be  requested  to  consider 
the  whole  subject  and  report  to  what  extent  such 
use  can  be  granted  with  safety  to  the  public 
travel,  having  in  view  a  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  all  horse-railroad  corporations  u-ing  the  streets 
of  this  city,  and'  also  what  changes  should  be 
made  in  the  routes  of  any  line  of  horse  i  ars  to  bet  - 
ter  accommodate  the  citizens  of  this  eit\  and  tin 
"general  public. 

The  question  was  or.  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  rise  to  make  any  op- 
position to  that  order,  but  still  I  think  it  is  su- 
perfluous.     I    think   the    Committee    on   Bavins 
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would  do  all  they  can,  even  if  such  an  order  were 
not  offered. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  did  not  suppose  the  com- 
mittee would  do  all  that  is  contemplated  in  the 
order,-  They  are  to  consider  the  petitions ;  but 
there  are  certain  matters  in  that  order  which  are 
not  before  them  in  the  petitions,  such  as  the  routes 
proposed.  Perhaps  the  committee  might  suggest 
some,  changes  to  which  the  railroad  companies 
would  not  object. 

Alderman  refers — As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  I  should  like  to  have  that  order 
passed.  I  would  like  to  know  what  work  is  laid 
out  for  us  to  do. 

Alderman  Brooks,— I  think  that  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8,  that  there  are  some  other 
routes  which  might  be  considered.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass  because  I  think  there  are  some  routes 
in  my  section  that  might  be  considered  by  the 
committee. 

The  order  was  passed. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor's   Exhibit'.    The  Auditor's  exhibit   for 
the  month  of  March  show  the  following  totals : 
Appropriations. 
Revenues,  etc.       Expended-  i'i»-\|««ril. 

General $11,4H2.4S2  w.i      fciii,5l(,,3B  05      sMu, !:!.',  1,4 

Special 11,688,32102  6,933,674  69      4,754,646  33 

$23,150,803  71      817,450,021  74   $5,700,781  97 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  The  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Lighters  tor  the  quarter  ending  March 
31  was  submitted  :  Lighters  inspected,  72 ;  cargoes 
delivered  by  same,  4160  tons  ;  tee-  received,  $853  lit); 
expenses  of  office,  $12  50;  amount  divided  among 
inspectors,  $840  80.     Sent  down. 

Chief  of  Police.  The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice for  the  quarter  ending  March  31st,  1874,  was 
received.  Arrests,  0639— males  5290,  females  1343, 
Americans  2528,  foreigners  4116,  minors  1209,  non- 
residents 1308,  committed  4536;  lodgers,  18,667— 
males  16.871,  females  IT'.ic,  Amcrieans  ,350, foreign- 
ers 11,308,  minors  2628,  non-residents  15,149. 
Amount  taken  from  prisoners  and  lodgers  and  re- 
stored to  them,  §13,086  42;  property  reported 
stolen  in  the  city,  $18,421  ;  property  recovered 
which  was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city.  S23.636  38; 
fines  imposed  by  the  courts.  $14,578;  imprisonment 
by  same,  124  years  and  10  months;  days  spent  in 
court  by  officers,  3770;  witness  fees  earned  by 
them,  $4812  31;  larcenies  reported  in  the  city,  732; 
arrests  for  same,  409;  received  for  dog  licenses, 
8116.  Of  those  arrested,  392  were  for  assault  and 
battery,  1455  for  disorderly  conduct,  2606  for 
drunkenness,  265  for  simple  larceny,  176  for  feloni- 
ous larceny.  94  for  suspicions  of  larceny,  346  sus- 
picious persons,  1 40  for  viola  lion  of  city  ordinances, 
29  for  violation  of  Sunday  law,  4  for  violation  of 
Liquor  law,  and  71  for  witnesses.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  department  for  the  quarter  have  been 
$181,520  68;  the  total  for  the  year  mi<  37110,000,  and 
there  were  added  from  West  Koxbury  $2421  32, 
and  from  Charlestown  $8467  71.  The  balance  in 
the  treasury  is  $27,406  25.  The  report  was  placed 
on  file. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  of 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  recommending 
the  election  of  George  P.  Baldwin,  Washington  L. 
frescott  and  Lyman  A.  Belknap,  came  from 
the  other  branch,'  with  a  certificate  of  the  election 
of  George  P.  Baldwii ,  Patrick  Donahoe  and  Ly- 
man A.  Belknap  as  such  Directors. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Aldermen 
Cutter  and  Bigelow  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  P.  Baldwin  had 8 

W.  L.  Prescott 7 

Lvman  A.  Belknap 7 

Patrick  Donahoe 8 

George  W.  Parmenter 4 

Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Donahoe  were  declared  elect- 
ed in  concurrence,  and  a  second  ballot  was  or- 
dered, to  fill  one  vacancy : 

Whole  number  of  votes It 

Xeeessarv  to  a  choice 7 

W.  L.  Prescott  had 6 

Lyman  A.  Belknap 7 

And  Mr.  Belknap  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS   SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows : 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters 
and  sidewalks,  build  the  cesspools  and  drains,  and 
gravel  the  roadway  of  Haynes  street,  East  Boston. 
Estimated  cost,  $3500. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  bo 
directed  to  gravel  Paris  street,  between  Porter  arid 
Bennington  streets.    Estimated  cost  $3000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Meridian  street,  from  the  south- 
erly side  1  of  Central  square  to  Lexington  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks  and  flagging  crossings. 
Estimated  cost,  $15,000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  brick  the  sidewalks  on  the 
northerly  side  of  White  street,  between  Brooks 
and  Putnam  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Brooks  street,  between  Bennington  and  Chelsea 
streets,  East  Boston,  and  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  once. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  for 
grade  damages  by  Lucy  A.  Bailey,  on  Norfolk  ave- 
nue, and  A.  M.  Boole,  at  137  Prescott  street.  Sev- 
erally accej  ted. 

Reports  m  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Timothy  Caiman,  R.  W.  Gordon  and  Philip  Low- 
don,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  the 
city  under  the  usual  conditions.  Severally  ao 
cepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages— Asahel  H. 
Glover,  Dorchester  avenue,  $300;  Caroline  Rob- 
bins,  wife  of  A.  M.  Bobbins,  Williams  street,  S200; 
Adaline  B.  Scott,  Williams  street,  $1050.  Sever- 
ally read  twice  arid  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Brookline  avenue,  between  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  crossing  and  Muddy 
River,    Estimated  cost,  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  water  Beacon  street,  from  Dartmouth 
street  to  theBrookline  and  Brighton  avenues,  with 
salt  wafer,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  road- 
way of  said  street ;  the  expense  thereof,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $150  per  month,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  water  Beacon  street  and  Brighton  ave- 
nue from  Brookline  avenue  to  the  Brookline  line 
with  salt  water,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
roadway  of  said  street  and  avenue  ;  the  expense 
thereof,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— As  the  matter  of  watering 
streets  is  now  before  the  Board,  and  as  I  represent 
a  district  which  is  not  yet  familiar  with  metropoli- 
tan customs,  I  desire  to  know  what  are  the  usHal 
conditions  to  which  these  persons  are  obliged  to 
submit. 

Alderman  Power— The  principal  condition  is 
that  it  must  be  done  under  the  law  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Committee  On  Paving  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  All  over  the  city  they 
water  the  streets  by  districts,  which  certain  per- 
sons have  had  the  privilege  of  watering.  The 
Committee  on  Paving  have  a  map  in  th'eit 
room  whereon  everybody's  district  is  laid  down, 
and  the  way  each  one  will  go  is  defined  by  lines. 
It  has  been  mutually  satisfactory  to  them;  no  one 
is  allowed  to  go  over  the  route  of  another,  and  the 
expense  of  the  watering  is  to  be  borne  by  the 
abutters  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  [The  Alderman  read  the  rules  and 
condition  appended  to  the  licenses  for  watering 
streets.] 

Alderman  Harris— Is  that  an  ordinance? 

Alderman  Power — That  is  the  form  of  a  license. 

Alderman  Harris— May  I  ask  who  makes  these 
laws  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
order  and  rules  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

Alderman  Power— The  city  has  deemed  it  a  mat- 
ter of  economy  to  water  those  streets  on  which 
there  are  not  many  buildings.  If  they  are  not 
watered  the  top  dressing  blows  away,  so  that  the 
streets  have  to  be  repaired  by  the  Superintendent. 
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Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  ask  whether) 
if  this  is  a  matter  of  economy  to  the  city,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  find  some  other  localities  to 
which  water  could  be  applied  with  the  same  ef- 
fect? 

Alderman  Power— I  would  state  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  informed  the  Committee  on 
Paving  that  it  would  cost  nearly  a  thousand  dol- 
lars to  replace  all  that  was  blown  off  those  streets 
during  the  month  of  March,  which  would  hare 
been  prevented  if  the  streets  had  been  watered 
during  that  time. 

H  Alderman  Cutter— It  is  not  supposed  that  it  is 
done  solely  to  save  what  is  blown  off  the  land, 
but  because  there  is  public  travel  there,  and  it  is 
needed  for  public  convenience( 

Alderman  Brooks— I  merely  asked  for  informa- 
tion, and  to  see  whether,  if  there  are  several  other 
places  which  are  macadamized,  the  committee 
would  consider  and  report  so  favorably  upoa 
them. 

Alderman  Peters— The  city  deems  it  its  duty  to 
take  charge  of  streets  where  there  are  no  abutters 
and  no  travel.  Where  there  are  abutters  they  pay 
the  expense. 

Alderman  Brooks — You  can  find  streets  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  where  there  are  no  abutters.  In 
my  street,  Chelsea  street,  which  has  been  macad- 
amized, the  dressing  blows  off  every  year.  1  only 
asked  the  question  to  learn  under  what  considera- 
tions the  committee  will  grant  the  same  privilege. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Report,  on  petition  of  Boston  Seaman's  Friend 
Society,  that  the  line  of  Salem  street,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Bennet  street,  may  be  defined,  that  the 
Cicy  Surveyor  has  been  authorized  to  give  the  pe- 
titioners the  line,  in  accordance  with  the  deed  of 
their  estate  given  by  the  city.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Horace  W.  Baxter,  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  from  the  line  of  Foster 
street,  Ward  19,  that  the  subject  is  properly  under 
the  control  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  rec- 
ommending that  the  petition  be  referred  to  that 
committee.  Report  accepted  and  reference  or- 
dered. 

Ordered,  That  from  the  betterment  assessed 
upon  the  estate  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Parker- 
Memorial  Meeting  House,  north  side  of  Appleton 
street,  corner  of  Berkeley  street,  by  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  December  29, 
1873,  for  the  extension  of  Appleton  to  Tremont 
street,  there  be  deducted  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars ;  and  such  deduction  is 
hereby  made,  provided  the  said  proprietors  pay  to 
the  city  the  balance  of  said  assessment,  and  also 
the  assessment  laid  for  said  extension  upon  their 
estate  on  the  south  side  of  Appleton  street,  cor- 
ner of  Berkeley  street. 

Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Heirs  of  Abraham  Barker,  $2672  70,  widening 
of  Magazine  street  and  extension  of  Eustis  street 
to  Magazine  street;  Rodney  S.  Lakin,  §3739  10,  ex- 
tension of  Eustis  street ;  heirs  atflaw  and  devisees 
under  the  will  of  William  H.  Prentice,  $20,744  26, 
widening  of  Broad  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  appli- 
cations of  the  following-named  persons :  J.  Stuart 
Rogers,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  at  East  Boston  and 
Roxbury ;  John  Eaton,  Jr.,  for  hack  stand  at  31 
Harrison  avenue;  John  Conrad  Scheufele,  to  keep 
billiard  saloon  at  624  and  626  Broadway ;  Augustus 
Roggis  and  twenty-eight  other  newsboys,  and 
thirteen  bootblacks,  for  minors'  licenses ;  William 
Walsh,  for  wagon  stand  at  corner  of  Washington 
and  South  May  streets;  J.F.Keating  and  seven 
others,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses ;  Cooper  & 
Kelso,  for  appointment  as  auctioneers  at  154  Main 
street,  Charlestown.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  ol  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  the  following- 
named  persons  to  occupy  stables :  James  T.  Tighe, 
Silver  street,  adjoining  No.  8&;  Delano  &  Little, 
Vinton  street ;  Timothy  O'Donovan,  Paris  street, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  streets ;  William  Me- 
lov,  Winship  avenue,  Brighton;  William  H.  Quig- 
ley,  19  Beacham  street ;  Charles  Backus,  Adams 
street,  near  Cedar-Grove  Cemetery;  Thomas 
Flynn,  Warren  street,  near  Allston  street ;  Fabius 
Rose,  Roslin  street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 


petition  of  Patrick  Tracy  et  al.,  for  leave  to 
establish  a  cemetery  in  West  Roxbury.   Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District- 
Ordered,  That  during  the  progress  of  the  work 
on  the  Northampton-street  District,  so-called,  the 
Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
close  from  time  to  time  against  public  travel  the 
streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways  on  the  said 
district  which  are  occupied  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  grade  thereof,  or  the  grade  of  the 
lands  adjoining,  or  the  buildings  thereon. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
superintendent  of  the  work  on  the  said  district, 
and  fix  his  compensation,  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  per  day ;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Northampton-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  authorized  to  appoint  such 
number  of  special  watchmen  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  duty  in  and  around  the  said  district 
during  the  progress  of  the  work  thereon  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873,  the  compensation  of  the  persons  so  appoint- 
ed not  to  exceed  three  dollars  per  day;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Phineas 
E.  Gay,  contractor  for  filling  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  to  lay  down  railroad  tracks  in 
-Norfolk  avenue  and  Yeoman  street,  and  also  in 
streets,  courts,  alleys  and  passageways  in  the  said 
Northampton-street  District,  as  described  in  sec- 
tion 1,  chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1873,  and 
run  a  steam  engine  and  gravel  cars  over  the  same 
from  some  point  on  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad;  provided,  that  the  form  of  rails  used 
and  the  manner  of  laying  down  the  same  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets;  and 
provided  further,  that  the  said  contractor  shall 
station  flagmen  at  the  crossing  of  Hampden  street 
and  the  crossing  of  Albany  street  to  give  suitable 
warning  of  the  approach  of  gravel  trains. 

Read  twice  and  massed. 

COMMISSIONERS  ON  LANDING  PLACES    IN  MILTON. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  three  Commissioners  on  the 
Public  Landing  Places  in  Milton.  Aldermen  Steb- 
bins and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Edmund  J.  Baker  had 4 

!■;   -i    I'.kpliinu .. 

E.  H.  R.  Ruggles 6 

James  Power 7 

W.  Savward 11 

D.W.Baker 4 

Mr.  Sayward  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  and  the  Chairman  ruled  that  Mr. 
Power  was  ineligible,  he  being  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  A  second  ballot  was  ordered, 
with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12   , 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

E.  J.  Baker 7 

K.  .1.    ■'.!-). h.iui ■  ! 

E.H.R.  Ruggles.... 9 

D.W.Baker 3 

And  Messrs.  E.  J.  Baker  and  Ruggles  were  declared 

elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

THE  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins    submitted    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferries  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  new  drop  and  tank 
at  the  South  Ferry,  and  also  for  a  coal  shed  at  the 
North  Ferry ;  the  expense  therefor,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  $14,000  for  the  drop  and  tank,  and  $4000 
for  the  coal  shed,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  East  Boston  Ferries,  as  provided  in  the 
annual  estimates  for  expenditures  in  that  depart- 
ment.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  repave  with  small  granite  blocks 
the  avenues  in  the  city  proper  and  East  Boston 
leading  to  the  North  Ferry;  the  expense  thereof, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  East  Boston 
Ferries,  as  provided  in  the  annual  estimates  for 
expenditures  in  that  department. 

Read  twice  and  Dassecl. 
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THE   INSl-WToK  of   MILK. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  reconsider -the  vote 
whereby  the  order  was  passed  to  place  the  In- 
spector pi  Milk  under  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc.,  and 
moved  to  lav  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table.  , 

.  Alderman  Hrrris  raised  the  point  of  order  .that 
motions  and  orders  could  not  be  entertained  while 
the  Hoard  were  hearing  reports  of  committees. 
. .  The  .Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  in  order  to  en- 
tertain a  motion  to  reconsider  at  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  had  been  consider- 
ering  reports  of  committees  which  contained.orr 
dors  at  the  same  time.  ;  .•    m<: 

Alderman  1'reseot.t  called  for  the  reading  of 
section  24  of  the  rides  of  the  Hoard  giving  the  or- 
der of  business  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and 
the  Chairman  read  it.  [Reports  of  committees 
stand  sixth  in  the  order,  and  motions,  orders  and 
resolutions  stand  seventh.] 

Alderman  Bower  said  the  rule  had  never  been 
adhered  to;  there  had  been  a  breach  of  it  this 
evening. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair. 

.  The  Chairman  stilted  that  it  had  been  customa- 
ry during  the  past  three  years  of  his  experience  to 
entertain  a  motion  for  reconsideration  at  any 
time.  Such  amotion  is  in  order  if  the  majority  of 
the  members  present  see  lit  to  entertain  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  .-a id  if  might  come  under  the 
head  of  uniinished  business,  which  came  before 
"papers  from  the  Common  Council,"  as  he  gave 
notice  at  the  last  meeting. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  entertaining  the  motion,  and  the  Board 
voted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  was  on  laying  the  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table. 

.  Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sion shall  have  a  room  where  they  can  spread  out 
their  (harts,  and  the  office  of  the  Inspector  of 
Milk  is  the  only  one  they  can  think  of.  That  of- 
ficer's desk  can  be  put  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  where  he  can  have  a  clerk  who  can  attend 
to  his  business  during  his  absence.  H  he  goes  up 
to  Bemberton  square  he  must  have  an  assistant. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  was  not  debatable,  and  Alderman 
Worthington  said  he  only  wanted  to  state  the  rea- 
sons why~it  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table 
by  a  rising  vote— 7  for,  4  against. 

NEW  HOME  FOB  THE  POOB. 

Alderman  Bower  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Bublic  Institu- 
tions, in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  dated  January  3.  1*71,  transmitting  plans, 
descriptions  anil  estimates  of  the  proposed  new 
Home  for  the  Poor  at  Austin  farm.  The  estimat- 
ed cost  of  the  1  ridding  is  str.uo.oon. 

Alderman  Power— Unless  some  gentleman  de- 
sires some  other  disposition  of  the  report,  it 
should,  1  suppose,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  report  will  not  be 
referred  until  the  members  of  this  Hoard  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations and  know  the  amount  of   money  to  be  ex- 


Alderman  Bower— I  see  no  immediate  necessity 
for  its  going  to  the  committee,  and  it  may  be  laid 
over  for  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  communica- 
tions and  plans  were  laid  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORTS     SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying orders  authorizing  the  granting  of 
permits  to  H.  Crane  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Washington  street,  opposite  Adams  street,  Ward 
hi;  and  Thomas  H.  Dunbar,  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Seventh  street,  according  to  an  application 
on  file  in  the  Department  lor  the  Survey  and  Ln- 
spection  of  Buildings.  The  orders  were  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Henry 
Walcott,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Fourth  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  rhnery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  D.  B.  MeKenzie  for  leave  to  continue 
Sunday  services  in  Faneuil  Hall.    Accepted. 


liy  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets— Report  Heave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Otis  Simonds,  for  leave  to  enlarge  his  stall  in 
Faneuil-lfall  Market  by  the  addition  of  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Markets.     Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers,   i 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  all  persons  opposed  to  the 
proposed  construction'  of  a  common  sewer  in 
Ericsson  street  (Dorchester),  between  High  and 
Fulton  streets;  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Biooks 
and  Brescott  streets;  in  Princeton  street,  easterly 
from  Brescott  street;  in  Commercial  street,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Pleasant  street;  in  Pleasant 
street,  from  Commercial  to  Stoughton  street;  and 
in  Stoughton.  street,  from  Pleasant  to  Sumner 
street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Westminster  street,  between  Steiling  and  Rug- 
gles  streets,  and  in  Sterling  street,  between  Shaw- 
inut  avenue  and  Westminster  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Circuit 
street,  between  Fenwick  and  Summit  streets,  and 
in  Regent  street,  between  Circuit  and  Alpine 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street  (Chailestowu),  between  Austin  and 
Union  streets.     Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Walnut 
avenue,  between  Warren  and  Circuit  streets,  and 
in  Circuit  street,  between  Walnut  avenue  and 
Summit  street.    Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Adams 
street  (Dorchester),  between  Dorchester  and  Arca- 
dia streets.      Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Report  in  response  to  an  order  of  the 
Board,  giving  the  foUowing  statement  of  horses 
belonging  to  the  city  and  used  by  the  Health  De- 
partment ;  Team  and  wagon  horses  with  harnesses, 
157;  6  driving  horses  with  harnesses,  making  the 
total  number  1B3  horses,  valued  at  848,900.  The 
City  Physician  has  one  horse  and  buggy;  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  two  horses,  one  buggy. 
and  one  open  wagon.  The  remaining  driving 
horses  and  wagons  are  used  by  the  foremen  o'f 
this  department.  There  arc  5*  wagons  for  collect- 
ing house  offal,  valued  at  $11,600;  127  carts  for 
collecting  ashes  and  dirt,  $19,050;  4  express 
wagons,  $500;  3  prison  carriage-,  $800;  5  open 
wagons,  soon;  2  hav  rigging.s.  $275;  -  top  buggies, 
$200 ;  1  covered  carriage,  $10»;  13 ,  sleds  for  col- 
lecting offal  and  ashes,  $10,275;  4  sleighs,  $300; 
3  pungs,  $75;  1  covered  omnibus  sleigh,  $50;  6 
watering  carts,  $1800 ;  1  old  chaise,  $10 ;  1  sweeping 
machine,  $200;  14  cesspool  wagons.  $4200;  2  mar- 
ket wagons,  $250 ;  18  single-team  harnesses,  $900. 
The  report  was  accepted.     . 

THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  bill  before  the  Legislature  to  legal- 
ize the  Boston  Normal  School  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

.  Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely eostponed. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  order  will  be 
passed,  for  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men last  year  that  if  the  city  of  Boston  could  get 
the  .-'tate'to  establish  a  normal  school  here— which 
they  no  doubt  would  be  willing  to  do  if  the  neces- 
sity' for  such  it  school  can  be  shown— it  should  do 
so.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  when  this  ques- 
tion was  up  at  the  last  meeting,  stated  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Education  were  unani- 
mous in  giving  the  city  leave  to  withdraw  the  pe- 
tition for  a  normal  school  here.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  they  did  give  the  city  leave  to  with- 
draw, when  gentlemen  who  are  supposed  tp  rep- 
resent the  citv  go  to  the  State  House  and  bring 
aU  the  influence  that  they  can  to  hear  upon  the 
committee  to  secure  such  a  report.  .  It  was  decid- 
ed last  year  by  this  Board,  and  an  order  was 
passed  here  instructing  the  Superintendent  of 
Bublic  Buildings  to  close  up  this  normal  school. 
An  order  came  in  here  to  get  authority  to  pay 
those  teachers  in  that  school,  and  it  was  passed 
to  Hp'fiy  them  up-  to  a  certain  time,  with  the 
proiiii'e  that  rfter  that  the  school  would  end. 
hit  tin"  con'. timed  the  school,  in  defiance  of  this 
Government.  After  that  they  came  in  again  with 
an  order  to  pay  them  more  salary  and  that  was 
refused.  But  'they  oontinued  the  school,  and  I 
sin-pose  the  members  of  the  school  board  are  per- 
sonally  liable    for  the   salaries  of    the    teat  Iter- . 
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and  they  are  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  paying 
them.  The  question  is  whether  this  Board  will 
countenance  such  a  defiance  of  law  on  the  part  of 
the  school  board.  The  average  attendance  at 
that  school,  I  understand,  has  been  forty-three 
pupils,  with  a  cost  for  teachers  of  $9500.  These 
teachers  are  educated  for  the  world  at  large.  It  is 
just  as  clear  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  a  right  to 
run  a  school  to  educate  young  men  for  the  minis- 
try as  it  has  to  run  a  school  to  educate  teachers 
for  the  whole  country.  It  is  well  known  that  they 
taKe  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  but  the 
main  reason  why  we  should  pass  this  order  is  that 
the  State  will  establish  a  normal  school  if  it  is 
needed  and  the  city  will  then  be  burdened  with 
only  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  school. 
Therefore  I  hope  this  order  will  pass  and  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  instructed 
to  take  the  action  proposed. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  gentleman's  ar- 
gument was  fully  answered  by  what  was  said  in 
this  Board  at  the  last  meeting  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  legislative  committee  in  giving  the 
petitioners  leave  to  withdraw.  A  little  investi- 
gation of  that  matter  will  show  that  such  a  report 
as  that  was  the  proper  one  to  be  made,  and  that 
the  forty  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  such  a  school,  if 
established  by  the  State,— which  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  have  to  pay— would  be  far  in  excess  of 
what  it  costs  to  run  a  school  of  our  own.  It  seems 
to  be  taken  for  granted  that  this  normal  school 
was  organized  by  the  School  Board.  I  desire  to 
say  explicitly  that  this  normal  school  is  a  child  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  adopted  twenty-two  years  ago 
after  a  full  investigation  of  the  matter.  An  order 
establishing  this  normal  school  was  passed  by  the 
Council  on  the  9th  of  July,  1852;  it  was  passed 
unanimously  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  with 
but  eight  dissenting  votes  in  the  Common  Council, 
and  that  normal  school  remained  for  twenty-two 
years  until  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  regard 
to  changing  it  from  the  high  school  building  in 
Newton  street  to  the  primary  school  building  in 
Appleton  street.  Then  it  was  found  that  this 
school  was  illegally  established.  If  it  was  not  le- 
gally established,  it  was  because  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton had  not  authority  to  do  so,  and  not  that  the 
school  board  had  taken  that  authority  upon  it- 
self. "When  it  was  decided  that  this  school  was 
not  legally  established,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
proper  course  for  the  city  of  Boston  would  have 
been  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  to  have  the 
school  legalized,  nnd  not  to  have  cut  off  the  sal- 
aries of  those  teachers  at  the  first  of  last  Jime,when 
there  was  but  one  month  more  of  school  and  two 
months  of  vacation.  The  teachers  of  that  school 
lost  three  months  pay,  and  since  that  time  the 
school  has  been  kept  up,  because  the  school 
board  considered  it  a  necessity ;  because  young- 
ladies — daughters  of  our  most  respectable  citizens 
—desired  to  fit  themselves  for  teachers  and  be 
prepared  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  that  way. 
Friends  of  the  school  decided  to  continue  it  upon 
their  own  iespnnsibilit\  until  the  matter  could  be 
legally  decided,  and  as' the  City  Council  did  not 
take  any  action  toward  legalizing  this  school, 
they  brought  this  bill  before  the  Legislature, 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  fair  and  just.  I  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  the  history  of  that  school  since 
the  first  of  September  last,  and  the  treatment 
that  school  has  received  from  the  City  Council. 
It  is  no  credit  to  the  city  of  Boston  that  it  has  re- 
fused even  to  sweep  the  rooms  or  dust  the  desks 
of  that  school— one  of  the  most  important  in  this 
city,— but  have  left  that  to  be  done  by  teachers 
who  are  working  without  their  salaries.  They 
have  been  deprived  of  all  the  heat  that  the  city  of 
Boston  could  deprive  them  of  without  going  to  a 
very  considerable  expense,  and  the  lives  of  those 
teachers  have  thereby  been  endangered.  I  do  not 
desire  to  go  further  into  this  matter.  The  treat- 
ment that  school  has  received  during  the  past 
eight  or  ten  months  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  The  expense  of  the  school  at  the  present 
time  is  §6500  a  year  for  salaries.  There  are  between 
sixty  ami  seventy  pupils,  and  there  have  been  as 
many  as  eighty.  More  than  one-half  of  the 
scholars  who  graduated  there  last,  year  have  re- 
ceived positions  in  our  public  schools,  and  they 
have  been  enabled  to  fill  those  positions  better 
than  they  could  do  had  tiny  not  received  such  op- 
portunities from  the  city.  When  I  made  the  state- 
ment at  the  last  meeting  that  there  were  district 
normal  schools  in  cities  in  this  State,  one  member 
doubted  the  fact.  I  am  now  prepared  to  state 
that  there  are  separate  normal  schools  in  New 
Bedford,  Worcester,  Cambridge,  Newton  and 
Springfield. 


Alderman  Cutter— By  whom  are  these  schools 
supported? 

Alderman  Prescott— By  taxation  hi  those  places. 
(They  are  not  State  normal  schools. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  we  need 
-not  talk  on  this  subject  much  longer.  It  comes 
down  to  this,  whether  we  should  have  the  State 
run  this  school  or  do  it  ourselves.  It  seems  to  me 
that  any  member  of  this  Board  who  has  the  inter- 
est of  the  city  at  heart  cannot  object  to  having 
the  State  run  it,  because  it  will  save  the  city  sixty 
percent.  So  far  as  these  teachers  are  concerned, 
if  the  blame  is  to  rest  upon  any  one  it  is  upon  the 
school  board.  We  notified  them  that  we  could 
not  appropriate  money  to  support  an  illegal  school. 
If  they  believe  that  the  school  is  not  illegal,  why 
do  not  they  carry  it  to  the  courts  ?  But  no ;  they 
go  up  to  tlie  Legislature  and  get  a  law  passed  le- 
galizing a  school  which  they  have  been  running 
illegally.  I  do  not  see  any  argument  against  the 
State  running  the  school;  it  can  do  it  just  as  well 
as  we  can,  and  cheaper,  too.  The  gentleman  'roni 
Ward  9  talks  about  the  school  being  run  without 
heat  and  water,  and  about  the  suffering  of  the 
teachers;  if  they  have  suffered,  it  is  from  their 
own  conduct.  I  think  this  is  a  proper  order  and 
should  pass. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  Irom  Ward  9, 
in  his  argument,  said  the  action  taken  by  this 
Board  last  year  was  no  credit  to  the  city  of  Eos- 
ton.  All  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  that  is,  that  if 
this  Board  transacts  the  business  of  the  city  of 
Boston  this  year  in  as  creditable  and  profitable 
and  prudent  a  manner  for  the  taxpayers  as  did  the 
last  Board,  they  will  have  no  reason  to  regret  their 
action.  Now,  sir,  we  could  not  have  passed  an  or- 
der to  pay  those  teachers;  our  Mayor  would  have 
vetoed  such  a  measure.  It  was  well  understood 
that  the  school  was  illegal  and  impioper,  and  yet 
they  have  continued  to  run  it  in  defiance  of  law. 
And.  1  say,  if  this  Government  wishes  to  main- 
tain any  dignity  at  all,  it  should  stand  up 
for  its  rights  and  uphold  the  prudent  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  Government  last  year. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  undertaken  tb  put 
this  Board  in  a  wrong  position;  he  conveys  the 
impression  that  we,  in  advocating  this  order,  put 
ourselves  in  opposition  to  a  normal  school.  1  dis- 
tinctly stated  before  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  put 
in  any  such  position.  But  I  do  wish  to  have  such 
a  school  conducted  legally  and  properly.  The 
gentleman  knows  that  they  could  get  the" opinion 
of  the  Supreme  Court  fully  as  quick  as  they  did 
on  the  question  of  admitting  women  to  the  School 
Committee.  But  they  know  what  that  opinion 
would  be.  This  Government  should  maintain  its 
dignity  and  adhere  to  the  action  of  the  previous 
Government,  and  I  say  it  is  no  credit  to  members 
of  this  Government  to  go  to  the  State  House  and 
attempt  to  impose  upon  the  citizens  of  Boston  this 
burden.  When  the  Committee  on  Education  is 
composed  of  members  of  the  school  board,  what 
other  action  could  we  expect  from  the  Legislat- 
ure? They  have  seen  and  heard  but  one  side  of 
this  question.  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that 
I  am  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school,  but  I  want  it 
run  legally. 

Alderman  Prescott— If  the  Alderman  who  last 
spoke  is  not  opposed  to  a  normal  school,  and 
wants  it  run  legally,  u hat  reason  has  he  for  op- 
posing the  bill  to  legalize  this  school,  especially 
when  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Education 
has  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  Boston  to  establish  a  normal  school 
here.  It  must  be  apparent  to  anybody  that  a 
State  normal  school  will  cost  the  city  of  Boston 
double,  treble,  and  i  ei haps  quadruile  what  this 
city  normal  school  will  cost.  If  the  gentleman  is 
in  favor  of  a  normal  schoo1  why  could  he  not  have 
advocated  legalizing  an  institution  that  had  been 
running  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The 
opinion  of  the  school  board  was  almost 
unanimous  that  the  normal  school  should  be 
maintained,  and  they  are  the  men  best 
fitted  to  judge  of  the  advantage  of  such  an  insti- 
tution. The  friends  of  the  school  have  carried  the 
case  into  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  case  has  not 


mistake  when  he  says  the  matter  can  be  decided 
in  ten  days'  time.  It  may  be  a  year  before  the 
court  can  make  a  decision  on  this  question,  and 
the  members  of  the  school  board  have  gone  be- 
fore the  Legislature  to  get  the  school  legalized. 
If  one  member  of  this  Board  hasgone  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  attempted  to  get  the  school  legalized, 
have  not  other  members  gone  there  and  done 
what  they  could  against  it?    I  have  had  tne  pleas- 
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ure  of  being  a  member  of  the  School  Committee 
five  years,  and  I  know  what,  are  the  advantages  of 
this '  institution  to  the  schools  of  Boston,  and  I 
know  that  the  teachers  are  specially  fitted  for 
their  duties,  and  that  the  pupils  are  being  well 
trained  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  understand  the  law,  the 
members  of  the  school  board  are  liable  for  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  who  have  been  running 
that  school ;  so  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  hardly 
in  good  taste  for  any  person  who  has  a  pecuniary 
interest  in  that  question  to  go  before  the  commit- 
tee under  tho-e  circumstances.  Hut,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  legalizing  the  school;  if  the  Su- 
preme Court  should  afterwards  decide  that  it  is 
illegal,  what  position  would  the  school  board  be 
in  then? 

Alderman  1'rescott  renewed  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  7, 
nays  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  liigclow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Woithington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power" 
Stebbins— 5. 

THE  HOUK  OF  MEETING. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 


Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  reg- 
ular meetings  of  this  Hoard  be  held  on  Mondays, 
at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  offer  this  order  thinking 
that  it  will  commend  itself  to  the  good  judgment 
of  the  members  of  this  Board.  The  business  has 
so  increased  that  we  cannot  get  through  at  a  rea- 
sonable hour  by  meeting  at  four  o'clock.  If  mem- 
bers have  engagements  which  will  prevent  them 
from  coming  here  at  that  hour,  they  can  of  course 
vote  it  down. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  that  I  desire  to 
attend  at  three  o'clock,  but  if  it  is  the  opinion  of 
a  majority  of  the  Board  I  can  be  here  then.  In 
1871  we  adopted  an  order  fixing  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing at  3  P.  M.  and  soon  found  that  it  was  incon- 
venient. Members  hardly  have  time  now  to  get 
their  business  prepared  by  four  o'clock,  and  there 
are  frequent  meetings  of  committees  in  the  after- 
noon at  two.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  hour  of 
three  will  be  more  inconvenient  than  four. 

Alderman  Harris— In  order  to  give  the  Board 
time  to  consider  the  matter,  I  move  that  the  order 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    9,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  roninion 
Council  was  held  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN". 

Auditor's  monthlv  exhiliit,  April  4.  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  :;'.).>    Placed  on  file. 

Quarterly  reports  of  Inspector  of  Lighters  and 
Paymaster  of  State  Aid.     1  laced  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Boston  Water  Tower  Company,  Na- 
than Robbins  ft  «/..  Stanley  Gore  &  Co.,  William 
Ellison  ft  ill.,  Daniel  ('.  Eddy,  John  A.  Parks  et  al. 
Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Henry  , 
Walcott  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Fourth  street.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings— 1.  To  Thomas  11.  Dunham,  Seventh 
street;  2.  To  Henry  Crane,  Washington  street, 
W-Md  10;  a. To  John  li.  A  lib  right,  Allbright  court. 
The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Street  Commissioners  to  pre- 
pare plan-  for  construction  of  Swett  street,  solid, 
fiom  Albany  street  to  some  point  on  Dorchester 
avenue;  and  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  on  subject  of 
change  of  grade  of  said  road  at  crossing  of  said 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

A  communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
came  down  recommending  that  $802,120  for  State 
tax  be  stricken  out  of  the  order  making  the  spe- 
cific appropriations,  and  that  the  order  levying  a 
tax  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  the  title 'there- 
to, "also  to  pay  the  State  tax"  ;  and  from  the  or- 
der, "also  the  tax  assessed  by  the  (ieneral  Court 
of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874."  Placed  on 
file. 

The  Appropriation  bill  came  down  with  an 
amendment  to  first  order  making  "$20,000"  for 
"30,000"  as  amount  for  schoolhouse  site,  Everett 
District,  Ward  10,  and  the  total  for  schoolhouse 
sites  $182,0011.  A  further  amendment  to  said  order 
came  down,  striking  out  all  in  relation  to  State  tax, 
and  making  the  total  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tions $13,040,113;  and  in  the  second  older  strike 
out,  "also  to  pay  the  Slate  tax"  ;  insert.  $11,213,782, 
instead  of  the  siim  fixed  by  the  Council,  and  strike 
out  the  words  at  the  end  of  the  order  concerning 
State  tax— severally  to  correspond  with  the  rec- 
ommendations contained  in  the  communication 
from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  substitut- 
ing S20,oiio  I'm  $30,000  to,  a  schoolhouse  site  in  the 
Everett  District,  Wan!  iO. 

Mr.  West  of  Want  10—1  hope  the  Council  will 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  make  it 
$2(1,000.  which  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  sufficient. 
When  $30,001)  was  named  in  the  Council,  I  had  in 
my  mind  to  make  it  $20,(101);  $30,000  is  rather  lib- 
eral and  $20,000  is  a  lit  tie  small.  The  committee 
are  not  disposed  to  delay  matters.  We  will  take 
$2(),i)ii()  and  ilo  the  best  we  can  with  it. 

The  Council  voted  to  recede  from  its  former  ac- 
tion and  concur  in  the  above-named  amendments 
to  the  Appropriation  bill,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  construction  of 
a  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and  for  a 
coal  shed  at  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding  $14,000 
and  $401)0,  respectively."  Passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  authorizing  repaying  with  small  granite 
blocks  the  avenues,  in  city  proper  and  East  Bos- 
ton, leading  to  the  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding 
$10,1)00.     Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  superin- 
tendent of  work  on  Northampton-street  District 
and  fixing  his  compensation  at  not  exceeding  $0 
per  day.     Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  special 
watchmen  for  said  district,  at  a  i  ompensation  for 
each  of  not  exceeding  $3  per  day.  Passed  to  a 
Second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  Phir.eas  E.  Gay,  contractor 
for  filling  said  district,  to  lay  down  tracks  and 
run  gravel  trains  over  the  same,  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  set  forth  in  said  order.  Read  twice 
and  pa-sed. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
report  an  ordinance  permitting  the  office  of  Seal- 


ers of  Weights  and  M<  asnresto  be  loeated  outside 
of  City  HaT.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Messages  from  the  Mayor,  appointing  Timothy 
T.  Sawyer  a  Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years 
from  May  1,  1874,  and  Albert  T.  Whiting  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years  from 
May  1,  1874.  The  appointments  were  severally 
confirmed. 

COMMISSIONERS     OF    PUBLIC    LANDING    PLACE    IN 
MILTON. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Wil- 
liam Say  ward,  Edmund  J.  Baker,  ^rnd  E.  H.  R. 
Rnggles,  as  Commissioners  on  Public  Landing 
Place  in  Milton,  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  am  requested  to  with- 
draw the  name  of  Mr  Sayward,  as  he  does  not  de- 
sire the  position  and  will  not  accept  it  if  elected. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Harrington  of 
Ward  8,  Perkins  of  Ward  10,  and  Minot  of  Ward 
17  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes '....58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

J.  K.  Crowley 1 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

J.  H.  TJpham 1 

E.B.  Rankin... 2 

William  Savward 8 

William  B.  Smart 19 

E.  J.  Bispham 33 

E.  H.  B.  Ruegles 53 

Edmund  J.  Baker 5ti 

Mr.  Bispham  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence, and  Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Baker  in  con- 
currence. 

THE    SALABY    BILL. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  second  report  and  orders  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  an 
amendment  fixing  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  at  $3300,  and  al-o  inserting  "one  horse  and 
vehicle,  or  more,"  instead  of  "a  horse  and  ve- 
hicle," in  sections  two  and  four,  on  page  7  of  said 
document. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  second  order 
a  second  reading. 

The  order  was"  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  third  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
read  the  second  time  and  the  question  was  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  strike  out  the 
amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  section 
two,  allowing  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Sewers  "one  horse  and  vehicle,  or  more,"  instead 
of  "a  horse  and  vehicle." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  stricken  out.  It  was  put  in  by  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  to  do 
his  business  with  one  horse,  and  I  understand  it 
was  necessary  to  have  the  order  read  in  that  way 
to  allow  him  to  have  more  than  one  horse ;  al- 
though I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  trust  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  to  use  their  discretion  in 
this  matter  so  long  as  a  provision  relating  to  horses 
is  in  the  order,  I  think  it  no  more  than  right 
that  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  they  may  use  as  many  or  as  few  as  are 
necessary.  If  they  do  not  need  but  one  horse,  I 
think  they  will  not  use  more.  I  think  this  Coun- 
cil has  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  committee  will 
get  any  more  horses  than  they  need; 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail,  for  the  reason  that  the  amendment  is  not 
necessary.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  has  nothing  to  do  during  a 
large  part  of  the  year.  He  cannot  build  sewers 
during  the  winter  months,  and  he  has  nothing  to 
do  but  sit  in  his  office.  His  horse  is  used  on  the 
Brighton  road  during  the  winter,  and  I  think  he 
can  easily  get  along  with  one. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  talks  about 
this  officer  using  bis  horse  on  the  Brighton  road. 
I  do  not  believe  he  or  any  member  of  this  Council 
ever  saw  him  there  using  a  horse  belonging  to  the 
city:  1  never  have,  and  I  think  I  am  there  as 
much  as  any  other  member  of  the  Council.  His 
horses  are  boarded  at  the  city  stables  at  a  much 
less  expense  than  if  they  are  kept  at  a  private 
stable  at  a  dollar  a  day. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Do  I  understand  that  they 
are  boarded  at  the  city  stables,  or  provided  for  by 
the  Committee  on  Sewers? 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— I  think  they  are  kept  at 
the  stables  of  the  Sewer  Department  at  the 
South  End* 
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Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  9— This  horse  is  kept  at  the 
Sewer  Department  stables  there.  There  are  two 
men  to  take  care  of  the  Superintendent's  horse 
alone,  the  expense  of  which  is  much  greater  than 
it  would  be  at  a  private  stable. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  know  where  this  horsfl 
is  kept.  The  question  is,  Does  the  officer  need  one 
horse  and  vehicle,  or  more?  I  should  like,  to  have 
the  gentleman  explain  that.  If  he  needs  more 
than  one,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it;  otherwise,  I 
am  not.  I  do  not  care  whether  he  goes  out  on 
the  Brighton  road  or  not ;  the  question  is  whether 
he  needs  one  or  more  horses.  I  should  like  the 
gentleman  to  explain  that. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (unanimous  permission 
being  given)— I  do  not  know  that  I  can  enlighten 
the  gentleman  any  further  than  I  have,  as  to 
whether  the  officer  needs  one  or  more  horses.  I 
only  know  from  my  own  observation  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  his  duties,  that  for  about  seven 
months  in  the  year  he  does  not  need  a  horse  at  all. 
Sewers  are  not  built  except  about  five  or  six 
months  in  the  year. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  (unanimous  permission  be- 
ing given) — The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  does 
need  more  than  one  horse,  just  the  same  as  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  needs  and  uses  more 
than  one  horse.  We  all  know  that  the  duties  of  his 
office  call  him  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  the  other, 
and  that  half  a  day  at  a  time  is  as  long  as  one 
horse  should  be  used  in  the  summer.  He  has  to 
drive  to  Brighton  and  We*st  Roxbury  and  to  all 
parts  of  the  city  the  same  day,  and  there  are 
several  months  in  the  year  when  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  him  to  have  two  hoi>es, 
and  he  has  either  got  to  keep  two  or  hire  one  at 
that  time.  So  far  as  his  having  nothing  to  do 
daring  the  seven  months  alluded  to,  I  think  he 
has  a  great  deal  to  do.  There  is  an  almost  con- 
stant repairing  of  drains  in  winter,  besides  the 
office  work  and  a  great  deal  of  business  outside  of 
his  street  duties.  I  think  it  is  entirely  out  of  the 
question  for  us  to  decide  whether  one  or  more 
horses  are  needed,  and  it  is  proper  to  leave  it  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  think  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  have  a  horse 
when  his  labors  require  it ;  if  his  horse  is  sick  he 
must  have  another,  and  yet  that  does  not  make 
Mm  have  more  than  one.  But  I  think  the  "or 
more"  is  stretching  it  rather  a  little,  and  I  think 
the  amendment  should  pass.  But  if  it  is  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  five  or  six  horses,  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Shaw. of  Ward  5 — I  am  surprised  that  any- 
thing like  this  should  be  proposed  in  this  Council, 
but  1  am  not  surprised  at  anything  that  should 
come  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  this  year.  If 
substantial  reasons  should  be  given  why  this 
officer  should  have  more  than  one  horse,  I  should 
tie  glad  to  hear  them.  But  not  a  single  reason  has 
beengiven.  It  is  not  for  the  use  of  the  department. 
This  officer  now  has  use  for  a  horse  and  vehicle, 
and  the  proposition,  as  carried  through  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  is  that  he  should  have  an  unlimited 
number.  He  can  have  a  whole  stable  if  he  wishes. 
I  think  it  is  an  outrage  that  it  should  be  proposed 
to:  allow  him  an  unlimited  number  of  horses.  I 
■have  no  doubt  of  his  integrity  and  capacity  for 
,his  office,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  he  needs 
more  than  one  horse  I  should  be  glad  to  vote 
for  i  it.  He  is  the  Superintendent,  and  rides 
about  at  his  leisure.  As  the  gentleman  from  the 
Bunker-Hill  District  has  well  said,  if  his  horse  is 
sick.he  can  employ  another,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  us  to  give  him  an  unlimited  number  of 
horses.  If  we  give  it  to  him  why  not  to  the  City 
Physician,  who  is  constantly  on  the  tramp  ?  or  to 
the. Superintendent  of  Streets  ?  I  hope  the  propo- 
sition of  my  friend  from  Ward  7  will  prevail. 
p  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  think  the  gentlemen 
who  .have  spoken  on  this  matter  have  overlooked 
one  matter.  It  does  not  put  the  matter  in  his  dis- 
cretion to  have  one  or  more  horses;  it  puts  the 
-power  in  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  allow  the 
Superintendent  more  than  one  horse  if  they  think 
he  needs  it,  and  1  understand  it  to  be  stated  here 
that  the  committee  do  think  that  in  the  summer 
he  does  require  two  horses.  If  they  think  so,  it 
•  seems.to  me  to  be  reasonable  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  give  him  two  horses  at  that  time. 
:  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  am  opposed  to  allowing 
any^uch  privilege.  Everybody  knows,  who  knows 
anything  about  City  Hall,  that  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment substantially  controls  the  committee. 
That  is  plain  language,  but  it  is  true,  and  I  will  re- 
peat it.    Thehead.of  a  department  substantially 


controls  the  committee,  and  no  one  committee  has- 
the  independence  to  stand  up  in  its  position 
and  say,  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  farther ; 
and  but  very  few  committees  will  stand  up  and 
say.  The  bills  which  come  before  this  committee 
shall  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  committee. 
No,  sir,  they  may  be  approved  by  the  chair- 
man. I  have  nothing  against  this  man:  I  ana 
only  speaking  of  it  as  a  principle,  and  I  say 
it  is  wrong.  H?  goes  before  the  commit  te? 
and  says,  I  want  another  horse,  and  perhaps 
another.  Why  don't  the  gentleman  confine 
it  to  two  horses.  It  is  the  unlimited  number  to 
which  I  object.  This  horse  maybe  used  for  the 
purposes  of  pleasure  if  the  officer  sees  fit.  I  do 
not  say  he  does  that  way.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
unlimited  expenditure  of  the  city's  money 
without  a  corresponding  return.  Why  do 
not  the  Committee  on  Sewers  report  the  rea*- 
sons  in  detail  why  it  is  necessary  that  this 
should  be  allowed?  One  gentleman  rises  in  his 
place— he  may  be  a  warm  advocate  of  the  officer— 
and  says  more  than  one  horse  is  required ;  why, 
when  and  where?  It  may,  at  some  seasons 
of  the  year,  be  necessary  for  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  to  use  more  than  one 
horse,  but  I  never  heard  any  complaints  before. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  district  has  been  en- 
larged; but  it  does  not  follow  that  ho  needs  more 
than  one  horse  to  carry  him  about  in  the  peiform- 
ance  of  his  duties.  When  we  go  into  this  matter, 
as  it  is  proposed  here,  without  any  limit,  I  say  \«e 
are  doing  wrong  towards  the  people  we  represent 
and  towards  the  taxpayers.    1  say  it  is   not  right. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote— 29  for,  21  against. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  moved  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
$4000  instead  of  $3600. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  us  some  reasons  for  this  amend- 
ment; some  substantial  reasons  for  the  increase 
of  this  salary. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  reason  is  that  in  the 
annexed  territory  there  are  180  miles  of  streets, 
and  the  extra  amount  of  work  devolving  upon 
him  is  amply  worth  $400  a  year.  Further  than 
that,  I  believe  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
has  one  of  the  hardest  places  to  fill  and 
in  some  respects  the  most  laborious  duties 
to  perform  of  any  man  connected  with  the 
city  of  Boston.  His  work  is  unceasing, 
extending  through  winter  and  summer.  It  re- 
quires an  able  man,  one  of  as  much  ability  as  any 
other  department,  and  such  a  man  I  believe  we 
have  got,  and  his  pay  should  be  as  much  as  any 

£ne  of  the  commissioners  or  of  any  man  connect- 
d  with  any  of  the  departments 
The  amendment  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Sibley  doubted  the  vote,  and  Mr.  Crowley  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  lost— yeas  28,  nays  31,  as  follows: 
Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bleiler,    Brown,  Collins, 


Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Hunnewell, 
Long,  McCarty,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes, 
Page,  Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweat, Thacher, 


Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cushman,  Davis,  Day,  Dean,  Gordou,H:u -ring- 
ton,  Hine,  Kimball,  Loring,  Minot,  Peabody, 
Pease,  Perkins,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  West,  Weston,  Woods— 31. 

Absent,  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bent,  Burgess,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Denny,  Hicks, 
Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Martin,  Train,  E.  P.  Wil- 
bur-14. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  section  relating  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  the  words,  "he  shall  a^t  as  secretary  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving."    ' 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail,  from  the  very  fact  that  this  year  there 
is  an  appropriation  of  $1,300,000  for  paving  streets 
and  $400,000  for  the  burnt  district,  making  alto- 
gether $1,700,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Paving 
Department.  It  appears  to  be  almost  too  much 
work  for  that  officer,  to  compel  him  to  act  as  sec- 
retary of  the  committee  in  addition  to  his  duties 
as  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Anybody  who  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Committee  on  Paving  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  is  always  in  the  room  with  that  committee 
when  they  are  in  session,  and  as  for  the  writing 
that  he  has  to  perform  there,  it  is  the  merest  trine 
in  the  world.    He  is  properly  there,  knows  every- 
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thing  that  is  acted  on  by  (hocommitfee  and  every- 
thing that  is  done  by  them,  lie  has  three  or  1'oiir 
assistants,  clerks  iii  the  department,  and  if  we 
should  undertake  lo  amend  tin  ;  section  and  strike 


it  out,  the  busiries 
same,  and  he  would 
ing  as  clerk  of  the  eo 
any  labor  or  take  mu 
are  concerned.  I  app 
in  the  minds  of  me 
mind  of  anybody  wi 
affairs,  that' tlie  aala 


bly  unequal 
There  are-two 
mission,  who : 


vould  be  done  exactly  the 
p  nil  the  time  virtually  aet- 
imittee.  It  does  not  involve 
1  time,  so  far  as  those  duties 
•eiate  the  feeling  that  exists 
ibers  and  will  exist  in  the 
knows  anything-  about  city 
es  of  city  officers  are  terri- 


tnd  -unjust,  fr< 


at  the  bot- 
the  Council 
t  reach  this 


two  -instances, 
ds,  the  Health  and  Fire  Coin- 
heir  salaries  voted  before  they 
were  appointed  and  in  a  season  of  excitement, 
and  anybody  who  knows  anything  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city  knows  perfectly  well  tint:  they  get 
too  much  when  considered  in  comparison  with  the 
duties  of  others,  or  for  the  service  they  render. 
You  might  abolish  each  of  them  and  be  better  off. 
There  is  not  enough  in  either  of  them  for  any  one 
solid  man  to  do,— certainly  not  in  the  Fire  Com- 
mission. -That  is  the  trouble  wl 
torn  of  this  matter  of  salaries. 
has  passed  upon  it,  and  they 
difficulty  by -dealing  with  sal 
this  way— it  has  got  to  go  another  year — simply 
because  we  have  undertaken  to  do  what  is  really 
and  undeniably  wrong.'.  We  have  given' some 
more  than  they' are.  entitled  to,  •  and  the  endeavor 
has  been  made  to  bring  some  others  up  to  that 
standard.  I  do  not  see  where  the  remedy  is 
in  this  wise.  Although  you  increase  the  territory 
of  the  city,  these  superintendents  can  only  do  so 
much,  and  they  must  have  their  assistants. 
Undoubtedly  they  are  valuable  officers  with-  con- 
siderable to  do,  but  it  does  not  require  such  a  par- 
ticular and  specific  knowledge  Unit  il  is  not  very 
difficult -to  find  men  to  fill  such  places.  A- good 
square  man,  with  common  sense  and  practical 
business  education  and  experience,  can  take  the 
position  and  discharge  the  dn;ios  very  well'. 
And  yon.  will  •  find  that  such  men,  having  a 
fear  of  the  risks  of  business,  are  verv  ready 
to  exchange  for  positions  of  this  kind'  with  a. 
salary  of  -  $3500  a  year...  We  must  look  some- 
what at  the  kind  of  men  we  have  to  till  these  posi- 
tions, and'v/hat  on  the  whole  will  be  a  'fair  salary 
for  such  "men;  and  although  we  are  satis- 
fied' that  the  salaries  are  not  equal,  ><et 
when  they  are  passed  upon-,  ami  the  '  Coun- 
cil's attention  has  been. called  to  this  inequality, 
still  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  worth  while  to 
go  on  and  amend  thi-  bill  in  this  way.-  'Certainly, 
so  far  as  this  particular  section  is  concerned,  it  is 
the  best  thing-for  the  Superintendent  and  the 
business  of  this  department  that  this  provision 
should  be  retained. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1C— I  always  listem  with 
great  respect  to  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  bur  I  must  differ  with  him  in  this 
particular,  and  I  hope  this  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. This  order  compels  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets-  to  act  as" secretary  of  the  Committee  on 
•Paving,  and  I  understand  that  he  wishes  one  of 
his  clerks  to  act  as-  the  secretary.  I  think  the 
amendment  should  pass.  '  • 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— There  is  another  reason 
why  this  amendment  should  prevail.  The  Fire 
Commissioners  are  allowed  to  employ  a  clerk  for 
?1500  a  year.  The  Board  of  Health  has  a  separate 
clerk,  and  an  assistant  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  acts  as  clerk  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 
A  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Inspector  of  buildings 
is  secretary  to  that  committee.  It  seems  'to  me 
that  this  officer,  with  the-  vast  amount  of  -labor 
and  the  large  appropriations  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended in  that  department,  should-  be  relieved  of 
this  extra  duty. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— In  regard  to  the  duties 
of  secretary,  if  the  work  is  nothing,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  him  to  be  there.  The  -Health  Depart- 
ment'have,  three  cle;  ks  with  salaries  amounting  to 
$3500  a  year,  one  of  whom  acts  as  secretary  to  the 
committee,  while  that  duty  is  added  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  Well,  I  think  it  does  not 
require  so  much  work  to  scrape  off  th?  top  of  the 
streets 'as  it  does  to  lay  a  good  foundation.-  Many 
people  can  -clean  up  'a  floor,  but  it  takes  a"  pretty 
good  joiner  to  look  after  the  hiving  of-  one.  I !  be- 
lieve the'  Superintendent  should  be  paid  for  This 
duty,  and  thai .  i<  why  1  make  this  motion.      -  ■""    '• 

Mr.  Dean  of 'Ward' 12— I  would  call  attention  to  . 
the  fact  that  the  Superintendents  -  of  hewers, 
Lamps  and  Publie  Lands  are  each  required  to  act 
as  secretary  to  the' committee  on  that  department; 
the  Inspector --of  Buildings  and    Superintendent 


of  Public  Buildings  seem  to  have  been  omitted.  , 
In  Other  words  the  superintendent  should  be  pifiSr 
ent  at  all  meetings  of  the  committee.  They  meet 
once  a.  week,  on  Fridays,  and  .possibly  at  .other, 
times,  if  necessary;  and  when  tiny  pass  upon  any 
matler-the  superintendent  ought  to  be  present,. to  . 

§ive  information,  to  understand  what  .is  being 
one.  It  is  better  that  he  should  be  required, to  be 
present.  The  gentleman  from  .Ward  5  has  sug- 
gested that  heads  of  departments,  usually  run 
the  machine.  .  I  think,  that  depends,  somer 
what  upon  the  character  of  the  com-,, 
mittee  which  lias  charge,  but  still  the  heads  bare 
alargeinfluer.ee  in  deciding  what  is  to  be  dona,r 
You  cannot  get  along  without  a  secretary,  and  he 
and  the  Huperintendei.t  should  be  one  man..  I 
have  had*  a- large  number  of.  matters  before  tbis 
Committee  on  raving,  and  1  think  the  amount  of 
writing  to  be  done  is  very,  little.  If  they  agree 
upon-an  order  it  is  easily  written;  if  the  report  is', 
leave  to  withdraw,  a  single  mark  will  indicate 
that.  There  is  no  keeping  of  long  records.  The 
labor  of  writing  is  not  very  labor. ous  and  if  it  is, 
the  clerks  in  the  office  no  doubt  doitall.  ' 'It seems  , 
to  me  that  the  public  service  is  better  off  by  re- 
quiring that  ?  o  important  an  officer,  as  the  Super- 
intendent should  always  be  present  at  .the  de- 
liberations of  a  committee.  Now,  then,!  .have 
never  been  a  stickler  for  low  salaries,  and  I  never 
raised  such  a  question  until  the  salaries  of  these 
Fire  Commissioners  were  raised.  When  they  .were 
e-iabli-hed,  I  voted  for  stout)  with  great  pleasure; 
some  wanted  it  S5000. '  but  when  we  come  to  deal 
with  it'  practically,  in  a  great  city,  with  very  many 
important  officers  with  important  duties  to  per- 
form, and  influencing  the  expenditure  of  thou- 
sands'of  dollars,— when  we.  come  to  consider,  that, 
and  see  that  the  friends  of  the  different  officers.of 
the  City  Government,  .who  observe  their  value  and. 
notice. the  labors  they  have  .performed;  and  conir 
pare  them  with  those  salaries  which  have  been  ess 
tablished  in  seasons  of  excitement,  we  all  feel  that 
there  was  some  injustice  done,,  and  there  ha* 
been  an  endeavor  to  bring  those  salaries  up 
to  the  amount  of  others  established  in  seaf 
sons  of  excitement,  when  it  has  .turned 
out  that  these,  officers  have  not  such  i  difficult  and 
arduous  duties,  ami  that  -was  the  main  xeasoil 
why  I  voted  for  a  decrease..  I  think  it  is  wrong  to 
keep  them  where  they  are;  it  is.  to  be  a  bone  of 
contention ,  and  is  bad  economy  for  the  "city";  ,you 
never  can  get  rid  of  it,  and  if  you  keep  those  sahv 
rieswhere'they  are,  there  will  be  a  constant  pullr 
ing  up  of  other  salaries  to  the  higher  figures. .  It 
will  constantly  interfere  with  the  economical  .ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  city.  When  we 
passed  upon  them  in  detail,  there  was  an  effort 
made  to  bring  those  salaries  down,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  they  were  kept  up,  although  the 
officers  were  appointed  under  an  ordinance  which 
says  the v- 'shall  receive  such  salary  as  the  City 
Council' shall  determine.  Perhaps  it  was  deter- 
mined that  it  was  not  for  the  public  good  to  lower 
them,  but  here  it  is,  night  after  night,  we 
go  into  this  struggle,  and  really  for  that  reason 
alone,  and  had  it  not  been  for  that  the  salary  bin 
would  have  been  disposed  of  long  ago.  Notwith- 
standing that  I  do  not  think  we  should  disarrange 
the  public  service  there  is.no  reason  why  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  who  is  expected. to 
know  all  about  everything  in  the  department, 
should  not  be  at  the  committee  meetings  to  give 
all  the  information  they  require.  They  do  not 
have  so  many  meetings ;  the  business  of , that  com- 
mittee and  the  Superintendent  is  for  the  most  part 
in  the  streets ;  the  time  spent  in  formal  session  is 
very  small,  and  the  labor  is  not  there.  And  al- 
though there  is  an  inequality  in  the  salaries, 
'and"  we  have  reason  to  complain  of  it,  still 
it     has     been     settled  —  perhaps     wrongly, 


merits,  for  the  public  good  and  free  from  all  con- 
siderations of  feeling.  I  have  desired,  that 
the  rate  df  salaries  should  be  such  that  all 
heads  of  departments  and  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  lie,  content,  with  their  posittions  arill 
he  librrality  of  the  Council.  •  • .    . 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  1— I  trust  this  amendment 
to  strike  out  will  prevail;  not  that  the  services'  of 
the  Superintendent  as  secretary  may  be'  lost  -to. 
the  committee,  but  ratherim  the  hope  that  he  will 
'  be  able  to  get  l  Irree  or  four  hundred  dollars  ayear 
for  the  service  which  he  may  render.-  I  think  tire 
gentleman  f'romWard  111  is  somewhat-misinformed 
as  to  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
so  fat  as  the  labor  of  the  serve t.aiyship  iscon- 
eerned.,  -  As   I    am   informed,  the   labor  .is  very. 
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arduous,  and  he  i;  not  able  to  complete  his  record 
at  the'cmci,  hut  Is  obliged  to  take  it  home  and' 
finish  it  therei  This  I  liave  substantially-  from  the: 
Superintendent  himself.  With  the  duties  of  this 
officer  lam  perhaps  more  familiar  than  with  any 
other  official  of  this  city,  and  certainly  no  ofle 
looks  more  closely  af.er  his  department  than  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  I-.-hould  therefore 
hope  thai  "he  intends  to  discharge  the'  duties  of 
secretary." but  he  thinks,  and  I  think,  he  should 
have  some' compensation  for  his  services.  Thirty  - 
six  hundred  dollars  is  a  very  small  salary  to  him  in 
Ms  capacity.'  His  labor  has  been  very  much  in- 
creased, "and  '  hi^  duties  are  so  constant  that  he 
cannot  leave  the  city  for  an  hour  hardly,  certain- 
ly not  for"  a  day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  the  s enfimeirt, . ., , . 
offered   by  the  gentleman  f  ruin .  Ward  "' 


stah'lislied.    That  is  the  di! 
culty  all.  through.    Xpon  this  particular  amend- 
ment I  de'-iie  -to  say  something  tliat  "I   .hint  is 
proper    under    the    circurm-tanees,    and  , that  *is 
this:  'I  am  opposed    in  pfiricTp 


i  said  here  last 'year;  to  the  ide,a  of  having  a 
headb'f  depaitiucn.  ilie  secretary- of  the  commit- 
tee, it  i>  aTl'wroiig  in  principle  and  practice, 
That  is  where  the 'trouble  comes  from.  The  city 
pays  for  a  clerk  of  committees.,  and  it  is  the  liu-i- 
hess'of'inat  clerk  to  keep  the  records  of  commit- 
tees; and  he  has  an  assistant,  so  that  if  two  com- 
mittees are  in  session  at  the  same  time,  there  are 
two  clerks.  My  idea  is  that  the  proper  way 
for  committees"'  tb-  do;  when  they,  desire  in- 
formation or  statistics  from  a  department,  they 
should  call  on  the  head  of  that  department  ancl 
request  him  to  be  present:  It  is  not  his  duty  to  be: 
present,  but  he  should  be  there  at  their  request: 
Now,  I  know  of  Committees,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, where  members  have  been  restrained  from 
stating  things  that  they  wished  to  state  and  would 
have  stated  if  the  tread'  of  the  department  had  not 
been  present.'  That  doctrine  I  stated  several 
months  ajro  and  I  believe  it  to'  be  perfectly  right. 
In  regard' to  this  particular  office,' I  think  the  du- 
ties of  the' position  are  enough.  '  I  do  not  think 
this  Superintendent  should;  be  the  scribe  of  this 
commiitee.  When  he  is  invited  to  be  present  at 
.meetings  of-  the  committee  it  should  be  to  hear 
what  they  have  to  say,  to  take  their  instructions 
and  follow  them  ;  the  committee  should  have 
a  scribe'  or  clerk  to  keep  their  records  and 
the  Superintendent  .should  not  -  be  there  as 
_clerk  or  to  dictate  to  the  committee,'  He. may  be 
there  to  give  his  judgment  or  to  answer  questions 
when  put  to  him,  but  not  as  scribe  or  clerk.  Now, 
sir,  I  think  if  this  whole'matter  with  regard  to  the 
management  of  committees  shbuld.be  changed  it 
would  be  a"  saving  to  the  city  treasury  and  for  the 
public  irrterest.  We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
.obtain  from  the  heads  of  some  of  the  departments 
information  astowhat  is  their  policv.  We 'do  not 
know  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Fire"  Commission- 
ers— what  they  propose  to  dictate  .to  the  depart- 
ment, or  what  salaries  they  intend  to  pay  the 
firemen.  We  are  kept  in  total  ignorance  of 
_the  facts',  and  .yet  we  are  called  upon  to  -pas's 
upon  the  aggregate  '  of  their  appropriation, 
without  knowing  how  ."it  is  to  'be  expended. 
I  might  "enlarge "  considerably  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so.  What  is 
the  custom  and  practice  in  committees'.'  They  get 
together  in  the  rooms  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment and  matters  are  discussed,  and  bv  and  by 
Mr.  A  says,  "My  business  is  such  that  I  must 
leave" ;  and  then  Mr.  B  and  Mr.  C  say  the  same 
thing,  and  before  the  business  for  which  tbey  met 
is  accomplished,  the  whole  matter  is  substantially 
left  with  the  head  of  the  department.  We  may 
.talk  and  theorize  a*  much  as  we  please,  but  it  is  -a 
fact.  I  say  the  whole"  theory  is  wrong:  no' head 
of  a  department  should  be  secretary  of  any  com- 
mittee; he  should  be  there  at  the  request  .'of  the 
committee;  and  when  asked  should'  give  his'  opin- 
ion. .  We  have  these  bickerings  about  this  or  that 
man's  salary,  anilfinally  settle  it'as  the  whims  Of 
the  members  of  the  City  Government  control  them , 
and  not  upon  any  principle. -I  think  the  whole  thing 
ought  to  Re  ree-talli-hed  upon  a  sound  br.sis,  and 
I  should  hope  that  when  the  new  city  charter  is 
submitted'to  us  this'  matter'  may  be  arranged  so 
that'We  shall  not  have  this  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.'  Perkins  of  Ward  Hi— Being  a  young  man 
from  one  Of  the  country  wards,  I  am  a  little  taken 
in,  perhaps".  I  have  understood  that  the  Superin- 
tendent wanted  to  be  relieved  of  this  duty,  be- 
cause he  waiited  to  be.  present  atthe'  meeting  of 


the  committee  and  have  one  of  his  clerks  take  the 
records'  of  the  committee.  From  the  conversa- 
tion of  gentlemen  in  my  rear,  and  from  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman,  it  is  apparent  to  me  that 
this  was  an  attempt  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of .  Streets  8400  a  year  or  more.  That 
was  not  my  intention;  it  was  simply  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  should  be  relieved  from 
the  duties  of  scribe  to  that  committee,  and  take 
one  of  the  young  men  from  his  office.  If  this  is; 
the  purpose  to  be  accomplished  I  hope  it  will  pre- 
vail ;'  otherwise  I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  certainly  was  the 
object  I  had  in  view,  and  I  do  think  a  salary 
should  be  attached  to  the  position. 

Mr.  Feabody  of  Ward  9— My  principal  fear  is 
that,  if  we  begin  to  amend  this  bill,  there  is  no' 
telling  where,  we  shall  come  out,  We  have  been 
over  the  course  once.  Doubtless  there  are  ine- 
qualities in  the  bill,  but  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
a  b'TL  could  be  made  in  which  there  would  not  be 
an  inequality.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  bill, 
having  been  prepared  bythe  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, is  likcy  to  have  le.-s  inequality  than  any  oth- 
er, and,  if  the  Council  commences  "upon  one  item; 
we  shall  be  gradually  drawn  into  others.  I  feel 
safer,  therefore,  in  voting  against  any  amend- 
ment, and  I  have  done  so  thus  far.  For  these' 
reasons  I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  prevail.. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  move  to  insert  after  the 
words  -secretary  to  the  Committee- on  Paving," 
the  word-  ••with  a  salary  of  ?400  per  annum/' 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  in— I  would  inquire 
whether  this  amendment  is  in  order,  as  the  Coun- 
cil have  substantially  voted  it  down  before,  in  re- 
fusing1 to  make  the  salary  .^4000. 

The  President— The  I  hair  decides  that  it  is  in 
order  The  salary  is  fixed  at  S3GO0,  but  this 
gives  some  additional  duties  to  perform,  and  the 
amendment  fixes  the  compensation  for  those  du- 
ties. I  think  it  is  in  order  to  fix  a  salary  there 
without  a  transgression  of  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  question 
on  the  amendment  was  taken  by  yeas  and.  nays, 
and  it  was  adopted— yeas  31,  nays  26,  as  follows": 

Teas — Messrs.  Abbott.  Pb-iler,  Brown,  Cawlev, 
Collins,  Davis,  Day.  Flatley,  Flynn.  Fuller,  Gold- 
thwaif,  Gordon,  Hunuewell,  Long,  McCarty,  Mo- 
ley,  Moonev,  Morse,  Xoves.  Page,  Pease,  Powers, 
Shaw.  Siblev.  Tharher.  Walb.idge,  Warren,  Whis- 
ton,  ST.  S.  Wilbur.  Willcutt,  Woodward— 3r.  ■ 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
"Brackett,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cioeker,  Crowley,  Cush 
man,  Dean,  Harrington.  Kimball,  Loring,  Minot, 
Peabody,  Perkins,  Bray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Smith, 
Spragne,  Sweetser,  West.  Weston,  AVoods — 26. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  to  amend  section  six,  by  re- 
ducing the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing from  §2500  to  82000. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  put.  and 
declared  list.  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the 
vote;  and,  on  motion  of  "Mr.  Thacher.  of  Ward  15, 
the  vote  was  verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost— yeas  2-i.  nays  35,  as  follows:  " 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Boardman,  Brown,  Caw- 
ley,  Collins,  Cnshman,  Davis,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Ful- 
ler, Gordon,  Harrington,  Long,  Me  Carry.  Molev. 
Noyes,  Powers,  Siblev.  Thacher,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward— 22". 

Navs— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Bleiler, 
Brackett,  Bnrditt,  Butler,  Crocker,  Crowley,  Day, 
Dean,  Goldthwait,  Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Loring, 
■Minot,  Moonev,  Morse,  Page,  Peabody,-  Pease, 
Perkins,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  Willcutt— 35. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  third  order  were 
then  read. 

The  President— The  order  has  had  a  second  read- 
ing; the  question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended, 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  amendment  of  the  Al- 
dermen—"one  horse  and  vehicle  or  more,"  in  sec- 
tion four  (relating  to  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings),  and  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  that 
outand  inserting  "a  horse  and  vehicle,"  so  that  it 
shall  read  as  it  is  in  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee.  i 

Mr.'  Burditt  of  Ward  16—  During  the  last  year 
■and  former  years,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  has  had  the  use  of  onehor.se  and  vehicle 
and  has  used  his  own  hor-e  in  the  city's  service 
at  his  own  expense.  This  year  the  territory  has 
been  so  increased  that  it  will  lie  necessary  to  hay  s 
more  than  one  horse  and  vehicle,  as  h»  has  assis  t- 
ants  who  'have    to  go  in  different  directions  at  t  he 
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same  time.    It  will  be  no  loss  to  the 
this  extra  horse  and  vehicle. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  me  to  he  as 
unsafe  in  this  case  as  it  may.be  in  any  other.  There 
is  no  restriction  in  this  case ;  he  too  may  run  a 
livery  stable.  If  he  needs  two,  it  should  be  limit- 
ed to  that  number. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  think  that  two  horses 
and  vehicles  will  be  all  that  will  be  required,  and  I 
should  be  willing  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  so  that  the  words  inserted  shall  read  "one 
or  more  horses  and  vehicles,  not  exceeding  two." 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17  suggested  "two horses  and 
vehicles,"  if  necessary." 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  inquired  whether  this 
amendment  is  intended  to  mean  two  of  each  or 
two  together. 

The  President— The  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  2  is  to  strike  out  the  words  "one 
horse  and  vehicle  or  more,"  and  insert  the  words 
as  they  now  stand  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  instead,  the  words 
"horses  and  vehicles  not  exceeding  two  in  num- 
ber." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— It-  seems  to  me  not 
wise  for  us  to  limit  this  Superintendent  to  any  par- 
ticular number  of  horses  or  vehicles  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties.  He  has,  I  understand, 
three  assistants,  and  it  may  be  necessajy  to  send 
one  or  two,  and  even  three,  to  different  parts  of  the 
city  on  business  that  must  be  performed  at  a  partic- 
ular time.  If  under  the  direction  of  the  committee 
he  is  allowed  to  use  horses,  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  place  this  limitation  upon  them.  It  seems 
as  if  gentlemen  fear  that  these  horses  may  be  used 


mittee  on  Public  Buildings,  I  should  move  to 
amend  by  inserting  "one  vehicle  or  more,  as  re- 
quired bv  the  public  f  ervice." 

The  President— The  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  whether  the  Su- 
perintendent had  asked  for  an  extra  horse  and 
vehicle. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  have  heard  the  Super- 
intendent say  that  since  the  territory  was  ex- 
tended another  horse  would  be  required.  I  think 
the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Aldermen  is  the 
best,  but  I  offered  tne  amendment  to  satisfy  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  So  far  as  using  the  city's 
team  for  private  purposes,  in  this  ease  it  has  been 
the  other  way.  A  private  team  of  the  Superin- 
tendent's has  been  used  for  public  purposes. 
.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  this  one  of  the 
best  public  officers  in  t'us  city.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  many  assistants  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  lias  outside  of  his  owp  office. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — In  the  erection  of  build- 
ings it  is  necessary  to  have  men  to  supervise  their 
construction,  but  I  do  not  know  that  the  Superin- 
tendent has  any  assi-  hints  outside  of  his  own  of- 
fice. It  is  necessary  that  he  should  communicate 
with  those  superintending  the  construction  of 
buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  are  four  persons 
regulaily  employed  in  the  office  beside  the  Super- 
intendent. A  considerable  part  of  the  work  re- 
quired of  them  is  going  back  and  forth  to  school- 
houses.  As  to  men  employed  to  superintend  jobs, 
I  am  not  able  to  state  whether  they  require  a 
horse  and  carriage.  It  is  required  principally  for 
the  use  of  the  assistants  in  the  office  who  have  to 
go  back  and  forth  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  have  got  a  reply 
at  last.  Now,  sir,  he  thinks  that  they  are  em- 
ployed to  go  between  schoolhouses.  Does  he 
think  it  necessary  to  employ  horses  and  carriages 
for  those  assistants  to  go  between  those 
schoolhouses?  I  think  we  have  horse  cars. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  ought  to  be  able  to  state  definitely. 
I  want  to  know  what  reason  there  is  to  have  horses 
and  carriages  for  the  assistants.  I  do  not  find 
anybody  here  who  can  give  a  reason.  Now  I  must 
say  that  if  any  person  could  give  a  proper  defini- 
tion,or  can  parse  the  sentence  in  this  amendment, 
it  might  be  properly  under-stood.  It  proposes  to  al- 
low him  "horses  and  vehicles  not  exceeding  two  in 
number."  What  does  it  mean?  Not  exceeding 
two  horses  and  two  vehicles?  By  and  by  we  shall 
have  to  pass  some  order  or  other  giving  the  mean- 
ing of  this  amendment  if  it  is  adopted.  I  cannot 
understand  it.    That   may  not   be    surprising.    I 


cannot  understand  a  great  many  things  round 
about  City  Hall.  1  am  opposed  to  all  this  sort  of 
thing.  It  is  certainly  such  legislation  as  we  should 


not  put  upon  record.  We  pass  an  order  to  allow  a 
horse  and  vehicle  for  the  Superintendent  and  his 
assistants,  and  yet  it  has  not  been  proved  that  he 
has  any  assistants  outside  of  the  office. 

Mr-  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  stated  clearly  enough 
that  these  vehicles  were  to  be  used  by  the  assist- 
ants. We  have  four  assistants  there,  and  I  am 
not  clear  that  even  two  horses  and  two  vehicles 
will  answer  the  purpose.  But  I  will  withdraw  the 
amendment,  preferring  the  order  as  it  was  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  think  we  will  make  a 
mistake  in  non-concurring  with  the  Aldermen.  It 
will  show  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the  committee. 
If  I  had  a  man  employed  I  could  not  trust  I  would 
discharge  him  and  get  another.  If  we  cannot 
trust  our  committees  we  had  better  look  to  their 
construction. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  ma  that  if 
the  Superintendent  needed  an  extra  horse  he 
would  have  brought  it  before  the  committee.  I 
believe  there  is  no  need  of  it  whatever. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  know  whether 
the  Superintendent  needs  more  than  one  horse, 
but  there  are  assistants  who  must  have  a  horse. 
I  heard  the  Superintendent  say  this  morning  that 
he  had  received  more  letters  than  he  could  attend 
to,  as  one  of  his  assistants  was  sick. 

Mi.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  fact  is  the  depart- 
ment has  three  hcrses,  two  for  the  assistants.  I 
am  willing  to  give  the  Superintendent  as  many 
horses  as  are  necessary,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
making  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  the  other.  Every 
other  Superintendent  has  but  one  horse,  and  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail;  I  do  not  believe  in  giving  any 
superintendent  more  horses  than  are  necessary. 
I  believe  one  horse  is  nil  he  requires. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  explanation  has  been 

f;iven  rather  tardily,  that  this  office  is  different 
rom  the  others,  because  there  are  two  assistants 
who  require  the  use  of  horses.  Now,  to  provide 
the  Superintendent  with  horses  means  to  provide 
them  for  the  department,  because  there  is  no  pro- 
vision for  them  otherwise.  If  the  department 
needs  three  horses  all  the  time,  you  have  got  to 
provide  three  horses,  and  you  cannot  strike  out 
this  amendment  without  putting  in  something 
else. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  same  rule  applies  to 
the  Paving  Committee  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. This  is  only  the  regular  salary  of  the  su- 
perintendent; the  department  regulates  the  horses 
for  the  assistants. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— If  the  department  can 
Spend  money  for  horses  and  vehicles,  why  cannot 
they  do  it  for  the  superintendent?  There  is  a  Sort 
of  incongruity  in  the  idea  that  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  one  and  not  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  only  want  to  say  one 
word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
When  he  argued  for  a  decrease  of  salaries 
he  occupied  different  ground.'  Now  he  argues 
that  this  department  should  be  put'  upon  dif- 
ferent ground  from  the  others.  It  has  not 
been  proved  to  the  Council  that  it  is  essen- 
tial for  the  assistants  to  have  horses.  I  believe 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  •  16  is 
not  substantially  correct.  There  are  but  two  as- 
sistants ;  I  have  been  there  often  and  found  but 
two,  and,  recently,  since  the  railing  has  been  put 
up,  I  have  found  a  boy  behind  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  tell  the  gentleman 
distinctly  there  are  three  men  employed  there, 
besides  the  young  man  whom  the  gentleman 
terms  a  hoy.    There  are  four  and  no  less. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  he  be  kind  enough  to 
give  the  names  of  those  gentlemen  ?  I  never  saw 
but  two  gentlemen  there  besides  the  boy. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1— The  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen are  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  an- 
other whom  I  do  not  know,  and  recently  the  com- 
mittee have  voted  Mr,  Tucker  the  aid  of  a  b6y. 
While  I  am  up  I  will  say  that  I  hope  the  motion  of 


Tucker  will  not  have  more  than  one  if  it  is  not 
necessary. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— The  names  of  the  as- 
sistants are  as  statedby.the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1,  and  there  is  another,,  besides  .the  boy,  who  has 
care  of  the  schoolhouses, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  reiterate  my,  statement, 
notwithstanding  that  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
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mittee.  The  gentlemen  employed  there  are  Mr. 
Tucker,  an  I  Messrs.  Jenkins  ami  Fisher  and  the 
boy,  and  ::.ince  annexation  there  has  been  appoint- 
ed for  outside  business  another  party  who  reports 
to  the  office.  I  do  not  make  any  statement  that  is 
not  susceptible  cf  po  itive  nrcof. 

Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13— We  seem  to  have  got  • 
into  a  great  muddle  in  regard  to  tie  department. 
There  are  four  men  employed  in  that  office.  Mr. 
Tucker,  the  superintendent;  Mr.  Fisher,  his  clerk; 
and  the  city  is  divided  into  two  districts,  the 
North  and  South  End.  Mr.  Jenkins  has  the  South 
Ead  and  another  gentleman  has  the  North  End. 
Then  there  is  another  man  who  looks  after  new 
buildings,  and  a  boy.  There  are  three  horses  in 
the  department.  Each  of  the  assistants  has  a 
horse  apiece. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  and  the  call  was  not  sustained— 6  for, 
35  against— one-fifth  not  having  voted  therefor. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  was  rejected— 8 
for,  20  against. 

Mr.  Flvrm  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  strike  out  "a 
horse  and  vehicle"  and  insert  "one  horse  and  ve- 
hicle, or  more,"  in  section  three  (relating  to  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets). 

The    question  was    put    and  declared  lost.    Mr. 
Flynn   doubted  the  vote  and   called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 
The  call  was  not  sustained — 7  for,  35  against. 
The  question  was  put   on  the  amendment  by  a 
rising  vote  and  resulted— 1  for,  24  against. 

The  President— A  quorum  does  not  appear  to  be 
present;  shall  the  Council  adjourn? 

Mr.  Sh<*w  of  Ward  5—1  move  the  Council  now 
adjourn. 

The  President— The  Council  must  stand  ad- 
journe  1  if  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5—1  call  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— Do  I  understand 
that  a  quorum  has  not  voted  or  is  not  present? 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ascertain  if  a 
quorum  is  present  by  a  call  of  the  roll. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  following 
members  answered  to  their  names : 

Present — Messrs.  Adams,  Bearce,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Butler,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Fuller,  Goldthwait,  Har- 
rington, Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Leach,  Long, 
Loring,  McCarty,  Minot,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Page,  Peobody,  Pease,  Pray,  Put- 
nam, Russtll,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Walbridge,  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods, 
Woodward— 50. 

Absent— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barnes,  Barry,  Beal, 
Bent,  Bleiler,  Burgess,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey, 
Denny,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hine,  Jennings, 
Kent,  Martin,  Perkins,  Powers,  Sweat, Train,  E.  P. 
Wilbur— 23. 

The  President— A  quorum  is  present.  The  Chair 
will  take  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  twenty-fourth  rule : 

"Every  member  who  shall  be  present  when  a 
question  is  put,  where  he  is  not  excluded  by  inter- 
est, shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Council,  for 
special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him." 

The  President— When  a  vote  is  taken  and  there 
is  no  quorum  the  Council  can  do  no  business,  and 
there  is  nothing  for  the  Chair  to  do  but  to  declare 
the  Council  adjourned,  if  the  Chair  strictly  ad- 
heres to  the  rule. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  and  it 
was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 23  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  section 
five  (relating  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands) by  inserting  "and  he  shall  be  allowed  the 
use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle." 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  asked  for  some  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — The  gentleman  is  on  that 
committee  and  I  should  rather  look  to  him  for  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Crowley  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail ;  the  horse  and  vehicle  were  not  needed  for 
that  officer. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  was  lost  by  a  ris- 
ing vote— 3  for,  45  against. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  z0  moved  to  make  the  salary 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  &2000  instead 
of  $1803. 
The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  move  the  previous 
question  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  President — The  question  is,  shall  the  main 
question  now  be  nut? 

Mr.  Flynn  of   Ward  7—1  move   that  the   motion 
for  the  previous  question  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  President— The  motion  is  not  in  order. 


Mr.  Shaw— I  submit  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  G  is  not  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  in 
order. 

Mr,  Shaw— I  submit  that  the  question  had  not 
been  put.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  made  the 
motion  before  the  Chair  had  put.  the  question,  and 
therefore  the  gentleman's  motion  for  the  previous 
question  was  not  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  all 
this  debate  has  not  been  strictly  in  order,  and  has 
been  allowed  from  mere  cleverness  of  1he  chair, 
and  not  in  accordance  with  strict  parliamentary 
law.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ? 

Mr.  Shaw— I  submit  that  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion, the  Chair  not  having  put  the  question  to  the 
Council,  and  consequently  the  main  question  has 
not  been  called. 

The  President— The  Chair  stated  the  question 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order  directly  after  the 
second  reading  was  had.  The  last  amendments 
have  all  been  made  under  the  stage  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  admit  that 

The  President— Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it;  my 
point  is  that 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  Chair  can  decide  just  as  it  sees  fit. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  take  my  seat  when  I  have 
stated  mv  point— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  be  seated; 
he  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  rc.-umed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  W  ard  15  moved  the  Council  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Flynn  desired'  to  lie  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  that  Mr. 
Flynn  be  excused. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  give  some  reasons  for  being  excused. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  excusing  Mr.  Flynn. 

The  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  motion  to 
excuse  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  was  not  in  order,  the  Council  having  just 
voted  not  to  order  them. 

Mr.  Flynn— It  is  to  verify  the  vote. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  respectfully  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair,  and  on  that  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 
ed—2  for,  48  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Council  adjourn. 

Lost,  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Flynn 
not  being  sustained— 4  for,  47  against. 

The  question  on  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  put,  and  the  Chair  was  sustained— 49 
for  and  0  against. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  fourth  order  (on 
page  eleven)  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  the  Conned  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Flvnn  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  ta- 
ble.   Lo-t. 

The  order  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed. 

TRUSTEES  OF   MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

The  Council  took  up  the  report  nominating 
George  L.  Burt  and  Elbridge  (i.  Knight  trustees 
at  large  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  for  two  years, 
and  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  West  of  Ward  16,  Brackett  of  Ward  10 
and  Sprague  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 

They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 48 

Necessar  v  to  a  choice 25 

fteorge'L.  Burt  had 48 

Elbridge  G.  Knight 4s 

And  thev  were  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the  question 
being  put  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  asked  for  a  verification  of  the  vote. 

Ten  voted  for  and  twenty-live  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  President — A  quorum  is  not  present,  and 
the  Council  stands  adjourned  until  Thursday  even- 
ing next. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    13,    1874. 


Tin/regular  weakly  nisetlng  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
derman was  held  ati'ouro  elbekP.  M.,  Aldeiman 
Clark,  Chiii  man,  piesiling. 

JORORS  DRAW-V. 

Ten  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April  term  of  the 
Superior  Com  t  (first  session). 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Hay  in  Brighton- 
Thomas  Hunt. 

Police  Officer— John  H.  Terrv,  for  special  duty 
at  Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  India  Wharf   Market. 

Special  Police  OfrUer.s  —  Vr "illiam  Shedd  and 
thirty  other? ,  for  various  loeali.ies  in  the  city 
(mostly  reappointments). 

Weighers  cf  Coal— Irederick  Manros,  Samuel 
P.  Moody. 

£  everslly  confirmed. 

Police  Officer;—  Duncan  M.  Corliss,  Oeorge  T. 
Ygaton,  (torbam  H.  Everbeck,  iteorge  H.  Anions, 
Warren  H.  Wluttaker.  Clarence  E.  L.itby,  Chariei 
Diniton,  Walter  B.  Arnold,  Uohert  Can  oil,  Edwin 
W.  Abbo.t,  John  M.  Curtin. 

Pcferred,  on  motion  of  Allerman  Cutter,  to  tiro 
Committee  on  Police. 

-HEARINGS  ON  ORDER'S  OF  NOTICE. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  came  up  for  con- 
sideration in  th  5  regular  order  of  business : 

Order  of  notice  on  peti lion  of  Charles  T.Story, 
for  leave  to  locaf  and  use  steam  engine  and 
boiler  en  R -ed  and  Farnham  street,.  No  objec- 
tions, and  recommitted  to  Committee  On  Steam 
Engines. 

Orders  of  notice  of  consideration  of  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Chelsea  street,  between 
Brocks  and  Pi esrott  streets;  in  Princeton  street, 
easterly  from  Pre.cott  st-eef ,  and  in  trie. .-  on  street 
(Dorc.he.-ter)  between  High  and  Fultoa  streets. 
No  objections,  and  severally  recommitted  to  Cem- 
mittee  on  Sewers. 

Order  of  nct.ee  cf  proposed  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Commercial  street  from  L'orehester 
avenue  to  Pleasant  stieet,  in  Pleasant  street  from 
Commercial  to  Stoughton  street,  and  in  Stougktoir 
street  f  iom  Pleasant  to  Sumner  street. 

Mr.  Martin  F.  Lynch  appeared  a-  a  remonstrant; 
he  considered  that  in  this  particular  pa: t  of  that 
portion  cf  PI  ea-'ant  street  th°re  was  no  necessity 
for  a  sewer  immediately,  though  the  time  will 
come  when  there  must  'be  one.  Other  parts  of 
Ward  16  need  sewers  five  hundred  times  more  tn?.n  • 
this.  The  abutters  have  not  anted  for  it,  to  his 
knowledge,  and  he  had  made  inquities  to  learn  if 
any  one  had  signed  it.  It  would  be  much  better 
for  the  city  to  construct  as  few  sewers  in  Ward  10 
as  po-sil.le.  unti1  a  scientific  commission  could  be 
organized  to  establish  a  better  system  cf  sewer- 
age; He  simply  spoke  for  Plea-ant  sice  ;  he  had 
all  the  drainage  he  nee.ted  and  did  not  think  his 
neighbors  needed  any  more. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  against  the. 
propose;!  sewer  in  Commercial  street,  signed  by 
Edward  V.  Munroe  and  twenty  others. 

Mr.  Munroe  appeared  and  said  three-f oui ths  of 
the  abutters  on  Commercial  stieet  do  not  want  a 
sewer  put  in  there;  they  do  not  feel  able  to  tear 
the  expense. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communication  to  the 
Boaid,  signed  by  Samuel  Downer,  in  favor  cf  the 
sewer  in  Commercial  street;  he  deemed  it  very 
important/that  the  sewer  shoul.l  be  built,  and  an- 
iens it  is  constructed  the  accumulation  of  foul 
water  on  the  surface  will  create  a  nuisance. 

Mr.  Lynch  sa.d  this  was  the  first  time  he  had 
learned  that  there  was  somebody  in  favor  of  the 
sewer  on  that  stieet.  He  thought  Mr.  Downer 
woul  1  wear  a  "woolen  overcoat"  before  the  sewer 
was  r?ally  needed,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  assess 
people  cf  moderate  means  to  pay  for  the  con- 
struction of  a'  sewer  for  the  accommo  lation 
of  the'  rich.  '  Moreover,  it  was  not  right  to 
allow  ■  the  assessment  to  "be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  who 
would  allow  his  fa.oriies  not  ,o  pay  a  cent. 
He  knew  of  a  case  of  this  kind ;  a  gentle- 
man named  Clapp  did  not  pay  a  cent,  anu  when 
the  Superintendent  was  a- ked,  "he  replied  that  it 
was  the^re.-ult  of  an  agreement.  Mr.  Lynchwould 
mstfy.eldto  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  so  far  as' 


practical  knowledge  of  sewers  was  concerned ; 
v.he  only  way  was  to  get  a  scientific  commission  to 
cstabli-'h  a  "comprehensive  system.  If  the  Corri- 
mitiee  on  Sewers  do  this  thing  it  will  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  will  of  all  the  people  there  except  Mr. 
Downer. 

The  order  of  notice,  the  remonstrance  and  the 
petition  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  petition  of  trus- 
tees cf  estate  of  Walter  jit.-k'Vj-,  for  asses:  ment  of 
damages  earned  by  location  of  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road over  their  land. 

Alderman  Stebi  ins— Both  parties  to  this  order 
of  notice  have  agreed  that  this  Board  shall  return 
nominal  damages  in  order  that  they  may  carry  the. 
matter  before  the  proper  court,  and  1  therefore 
utt'e:  vile  foil  >wing: 

On  tic  petition  cf  Edmund  J.  Baker  and  oth- 
ers, t  u:  tees  under  the  will  cf  Walter  Baker, 
late  cf  Dorchester,  praying  this  Board  to  estimate 
the  damages  sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of 
the  loalion  and  maintenance,  on  the  9  th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871 .  of  a  brar  ch  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail: oad 
upon  and  oyer  two  parcels  of  land  belonging  to 
the  late  Walter  Iseker.  in  Dorchester  aforesaid,  as 
in  said  petition  is  more  fully  set  forth  ;  it  now  ap- 
pearing that  said  01!  Colony  RaiBoad  Company 
lias  been  duly  notified  of  the  pendency  of  said  pe- 
tition, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  damages  occasioned  to  saicl 
peti  ioneis,  trustees,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  location 
and  maintenance  cf  the  branch  of  the  Old  Colony 
Rail: oad  over  the  parc<  Is  of  land  of  the  late  Wal- 
ter Baker,  in  that  part  of  Boston  which  was  for- 
merly called  Dorchester,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
fixed  at  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Passed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Lewis  B.  Wilsor , 
for  leave  to  give  a  sacred  concert  and  readings  Li 
Music  Hall  oil  Sunday,  April  19. 

D.  H.  Sibley,  for  a  carriage  stand  on  Milk  street, 
in  front  of  Rialto  Euildiug. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ha.-t  Ho.- ton.  Ferries.  Wil- 
liam L.Burt,  Postmaster,  that  he  letter  carriers  of 
this  city,  when  on  duty,  be  allowel  to  cross  the- 
fenies'fiee  of  toll. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*.  Haley  & 
Morse,  for  removal  of  restrictions  on  a  lot  of  land 
on  Warwick  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

To  th?  Committee  on  Claims.  John  Mulrady,  to 
be  paid  for  per.-onal  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  (.harden  street. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ross,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  per-  ■ 
tonal  injur.es  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  tufis 
and  Utica  streets. 

Alexander  Farquharson,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  from  an  alleged  defect  in  Harri- 
son avenue. 

To  the  Com  in  iit" c  on  Streets  on  the  pari  of  the 
Hoard  Stephen  Hill,  for  abatement  cf  assess- 
ment of  his  estate,  Lincoln  street,  Ward  It). 

T.  C.  T.  Buckley  et  at.,  for  order  of  payment  of 
land  damages  in  the  matter  of  laying  out  of  ex- 
tension of  Biooksiue  avenue,  West  Roxbury  Dis- ' 
trict. 

Edward  W.  Thaxter,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
in  widening  South  street.  West  Roxbury,  in  1857. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Hniidinjs.  L.  W.  Simon-,  for  leave  to  enlarge 
wooden  buil  ling  on  Monmouth  street,  Ward  1. 

'To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  for  leave  to  lemove  two 
trees  from  sidewalk  of  Richmond  street,  Ward  10. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pa  viny.  Stephen  Hill,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  to  his  c-tate,  Lincoln 
street,  AVard  19. 

F.  Timmons  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  on  Lincoln  stroet,  Ward  19,  also  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  of  betterment  on  said  street. 

John  S.  Whiting,  agent  for  the  Barker  estate, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  a-sessment  on  Henley 
street,  Charlestovvn. 

Isaac  Woodman,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19. 

.N.  J.  Bradlee  et  at.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Lewis 
park  and  adjacent  streets. 

Sliawumt-avenue  Baptist  Society,  for  leave  to 
project  two  gas  lamps  over  the  doors  of  their 
church. 

.Charles  Tileston,  for  leave  to  move  an  old  build- 
ing upon  a  portion  of  Washington  street  at  corner 
of  River  street,  Ward  13,  lor  a  space  of  two 
months,  while  a  new  buil  ling  is  being  eree.ed. 

E.  H.Baker  et  al.,  th  a  F  street  be  paved  \yith 
wood  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  street. 
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lgestoncs  and  side- 

:.    George  N. Comer, 
mippost.  and  lantern 
::iin  stieet. 
lows.     Edward   W. 
aids  street,  between 


lie 


Mechanic 


I-  ranklm  streets. 

to  Bcfcujjy  wooden  sta- 
cejlace,'  W>rd  16. 
ive   to  occupy  wooden 

street,  Ward  16,  oppo- 


Brown,  et  al.,  for  a  sew 
Decatur  and  I'o'ter  sir: 

Peter  Wolfe,  Jr.,  et  a 
street,  Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on 
Board.  Boston  Bi  otee 
to  occupy  an  iron  and  v 
on  corner  of  Hamil  on 

H.  E.  Hayward,  for  1» 
ble  for  one  horse  on  CI 

B.  Richard  Etty,  foi 
stable  for  one  hoi  se  on 
site  Matthews  School. 

Beter  llvnn,  for  leave  to  orieiipv  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Centre  street,  No.  266,  Ward  15. 

PORTRAIT  OF  CHARLES  SUMNER.  ' 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Sumner  Ceremonies : 

Boston,  April  IS,  1874. 

To  the  Oil  I)  Coitneil  of  Boston.:  Gentlemen— I 
take  pPasure  in  stating that  in  the  early  part  of 
November  last  I  was  m'.  fortunate  as  to  persuade 
Hon.  Charles  Sum  nor  to  sit  to  Mr.  E  Igar  Parker 
cf  this  eitv  for  a  ihree-qunitcr  l"iigfh,  liie-size 
portrait.  The  requisite  number  of  sittings  were 
cheerfully  given,  the  last  one  bavin;  been  made 
about  f oi  ty-eignc  hours  befote  Mr.  Sumner's  de- 
part!!; efoi  Washington.  This  portrait  has  been 
i.nl  lii  1\ -exhibited  in  Eoston  for  more  than  two 
weeks,' daring  which  time  it  has  been  sten  and 
carefully  examined  by  numerous  f.iends  of  the 
lamented  senator, whose  (  oncurrent  testimony  con- 
cerning it-  fidelity  bo  the  original  justifies  the 
assurance  that  it  f  litl.fullv  represents  him  as  he 
appeared  during  the  last  few  mouths  of  his  eaiti- 
ly  existence.  A  f -w  of  his  t.a,  nds  and  admirers 
liavimr  expr.  s-ed  a  wash  iiiax  it  may  be  placed  in 
Faneuil  II;  1!.  the  money  required  for  its  purchase 
has  been  contributed,  by  various  gentlemen, 
whose  nam  <mil  hereaf  er  lie  made  public,  and 
it  is  therefore  now  ottered,  through  you  to  ihe  city 
of  Bo  ton,  with  a  request  that  it  be  placed  in  the 
"Old  Cradle  of  Liberty,"  or  some  other  public 
budding.  Among  the  many  friend-;  of  Mr.  Sum- 
ner who  have  expressed  their  unqualified  ap- 
proval of  this  portrait,  are  John  G.  Whlttier  and 
Wendell  Phdlips,  copies;  of  whore  letters  of  com- 
niendation  are  appended.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  very  i<  snecifullv,  vour  obedient  ser- 
vant, C.  H.'  BRAINARD. 
STEAM  WHISTLE  OX  PROVIDENCE  RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  George  F.  Wood- 
man ctal.,  residents  of  Bo.  'on,  repre-enting  that 
the  frequent  use  of  steam  whistles  on  the  locomo- 
tives of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Cor- 
poration is  a  liui-anee,  and  p  nying  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  abate  the  sane. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoard,  with  instructions  to  give  the  parties  a 
hearing. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  wouh;  suggest  that  the 
committee  find  out  whether  this  Board  has  the 
power  to  abate  such  a  nuisance.  I  do  not  believe 
they  have  any  such  power  over  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters— This  Hoard  has  the  power  to 
apply  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  and  the  pe- 
titioners desiie  first  to  show  this  Hoard  that  it  is 
l.ccessaiy.  They  must  make  application  to  this 
Hoard  bc'f ore  going  to  the  Raii.oad  Commission- 
ed- .,    , 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  prevaded. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  cf  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edg:  stones  on  Brooks  street,  from  Chelsea 
to  Bennington  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  bay  brick 
sidewalks  on  northerly  side  of  Whits  street,  from 
Brooks  to  Putnam  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Meridian  street,  from  Central  square  to  Lexington 
street,  with  small  granite  blociis,  at  an  estimated 
c  >st  of  $15,030,.  Passed.  . 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  gravel 
Paris  ctree",  from  Porter  to  Bennington  street,  at 
an  estimate  1  cost  of  $3000.    Passed. 

■Order  far  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones,  pave  gutter-  and  repair  roadway  of  llaynes 
treet,  at  an  estimated  co-it  of  $3500.    Passed. 


Order  to  abate  f  ora  the  betterment  assessed  on 
the  Parker-Memorial  Meeting  House,  fur  the  ex- 
ten- ion  of  Api  leton  street,  the  sum  of  sSiD. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  woul  i  like  to  have  the  Al- 
derman who  offered  this  order  explain  why  wo 
should  abate  this  amount  from  the  Betterment 
as  essed  upon  that  chui  ch. 

Al  lerman  Harris— Although  I  offere  1  this  order 
(he  Cha.rmnncf  the  Hoard  is  more  familiar  with 
the  Butrfe'i  I  h an  1  am,  as  it  eaiue  before  die  com- 
niitt<-e  last  year.    He  will  undoubtedly  be  alle  to 


Al  lerman  (dark— When  Apt  leton  :  treet  was 
laid  out,  the  Street  Commissioners  took  land 
which  belonged  to  the  Parker-Memorial  Church 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  that  street:  and,  aa 
is-usual,  allowed  ihe'ma  certain  sum.  The  com- 
mittee af  the  ihtiroh  were  not  sati-fieil  vviih  the 
award  inasmuch  as  ic  was  not  so  much  as  the  price 
paid  for  the  propertv  a  short  time  previous  j  f  .er 
consultationwith  he eoinmit.ee  the  trustees ae iced 
to  accept;  the  award  made  by  the  cornmi-sioners 
upon  certain  conditions,  which  were  that  the  chy 
should  lay  no  assessment  for  betterments  upon 
the  part  of  ihe  proper!  y  to  be  use  1  far  church  pur- 
poses. That  was  b;  fore  the  committee  cf  last 
year.  That  committe  informed  them  that,  al- 
though it  was  apparently  a  fair  offer  upon  the  part 
of  the  t.u  tees,  the  committee,  as.  it  thru  existed, 
could  not  make  a  bargain  which  would  be  binding 
upon  a  future  City  Government.  The  trustees 
reque  ted  that  the  views  cf  the  committee  of  last 
year  be  put  in  writing  and  a  record  of  them  made,  ' 
which  was  done.  The  street  was  buiL  and  assess- 
ments for  betterments  have  been  laid  by  tho 
Slice:,  (  om-.nissioners,  and  the  trustees  novr 
come  and  ask  the  city  to  abate  the  amount 
assessed  upon  the  part  used  far  a  ehurib.in  ac- 
cordance with  the  under- landing  of  ill j  committee 
of  last  year.  The  committee  of  this  year,  after 
going  into  this  mam  r  thorough!/,  in  ecu  sultation 
with  the  Street  Comniisrioae.t ,  inline  to  the  con- 
clusion that  if  they  abated  o.  e-iitilf  of  the  better- 
ment lattl  Upon  the  church  it  would  be  nothing 
more  than  fair  towards  both  the  tru-tees  and 
the  city.  Thore  are  the  facts  as  they  stool 
la't  year  and  as  they  stand  today,  in  cut- 
ting through  there  tne  city  cut  a  piece  of 
land  adjoining  Mr.  Mayccs's'land,  upon  which 
there  is  no  abatement,  the  betteiment  assessed 
theieupon  is  paid  in  full,  it  i-  a  question  whether 
the  city  can  collect  assessments  for  betterments 
upon  charitable  Institutions  or  church  property. 
But  we  haye  obtained  consent  from  lhem  to  pay 
a  large  proportion  of  the  assessment  on  the  part 
used  for  store  purto:es.  They  would  not  have 
accepted  th  s  award  for  damages  had  not  this  vote 
been  put  upon  re  cor  I  by  the  committee  of  las.t 
year. 

Al  lermin  Clark  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Cutter — Whde  that  may  be  a  very  fair 
explanation,  it  seems  to  me  that  as"  that  property 
received  a  benefit,  1  do  not  sec  .  why  they  should 
r.ot  pay  the  betterment.  lh;y  came  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  desired  us  to  lun  that  street  through 
there,  and  they  represented  that  they  would  oo 
willing  to  pay  a  liberal  as.-essinentfor  betterment. 
Wehairatect  about  funning  the  street  through, 
but  timrlly  did  it  to  accommodate  them,  and  now 
it  seems  to  me  they  should  come  up  and  pay  their 
assessment.  I  do  not  consider  it  chur.  h  property. 
I  understand  that  they  hive  theatrical  play's,  tiie.e. 
on  Sunday  evenings  and  charge  adinitiaiice.which 
is  no  doubt  veiy  profitable  to  them.  In  that  con- 
nection I  woull  like  to  inquire  of  the  Committee 
on  Licenses  if  they  have  obtained  a  license  for 
tho-e  enieitainments. 

A)  lerman  higtlow— I  do  not  recollect  of  any 
such  petit  on  having  been. referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses. 

Alderman  ScebLunrr, — I  am  rather  surprised  that 
the  senior  member  cf  this  Hoard  rhuul  I  delib- 
erately state  that  any  church  was  running  theat- 
rical mte  tainments  on  Sunday  evenings.  I  am 
certain  that  if  he  had  gone  i hire  any  Sunday 
night,  with  a  twenty-five  cent  scrip,  he  Mould 
have  been  delighted.  There  have  been  conceits  or 
readings  given  there  on  Sunday  evenings;  I  have 
been  there  on  many  Sunday  evenings  mysdf,.  I 
know  nothing  of  this  matter  cf  brtteinioit,  but  I 
have  understood  that  there  was  an  agreement 
such  as  has  been  alluded  to.  At  the  time  they 
bought  this  buid  ir  was  understood  by  the  c  ty 
that  they  li  id  bought  i-nough  to  widen  the  street 
on,  but  i  believe  they  make  no  profit  on  the  land. 

Aldemian  Cutter— 1  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  pressing  against  that  church,  but  they 
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certainly  wished  to  have  that  street  extended.  I 
asked  them  if  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  their 
assessment  and  they  said  they  would.  We  en- 
deavored to  accommodate  them,  and  now  I  think 
they  ought  to  pay  their  assessment. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  will,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board,  read  the  record  of  the  vote 
which  was  a  part  of  the  settlement : 

"This  committee  al-o  put  upon  record  that,  in 
the  settlement  of  damages  for  the  land  taken,  it  is 
understood  that  the  city  is  to  assume  the  better- 
ment which  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  church,  ex- 
cept upon  the  store  part  of  the  same." 

It  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  setllemejrtrin  the 
award  for  land  damages,  understanding  that  any 
agreement  entered  into  last  year  could  not  be 
binding  upon  any  future  City  Government. 
.  Alderman  Cutter— It  seeuis  to  me  that  this  is 
rather  an  irregular  way  to  settle  betteiments.  It 
looks  like  an  attempt  to  control  the  subsequent 
Government.    I  do  not  like  that  way  of  settling. 

The  Chairman— The  matter  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  accept  or  re- 
ject the  award;  it  is  just  the  same  as  any  other 
recommendation  of  a  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  vote  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  ihe  order  was  pass- 
ed— yeas  11,  nays  1 — Alderman  Cutter  alone  voting 
in  the  negative. 

■MONTHLY  REPORT  OF    THE    FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  fifth  monthly  report  of  the  Eoardof  Fire 
Commissioners  was  received,  transmitting  a  rec- 
ord of  fires  and  alarms  during  the  month  of 
March  and  copies  of  recent  orders  issued  by  the 
hoard,  with  a  list  oi  important  appointments  made 
by  them.  Whole  number  of  flies  during  the 
month,  87,  including  29  still  alarms.  Loss  on  build- 
ings, sio. 1,77-1:  insurance,  $8!),7U4.  Loss  on  Hock, 
$2t>2,582  29;  insurance.  s;243,."iS.  Number  of  alarms 
during  the  month  cf  March,  1873,  37. 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Report  of  committee  nominating  George  L.  Burt 
and  Elbridge  G.  Knight  as  Trustees  of  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  c.une  up  with  certificate  cf  elec- 
tion of  said  trustees. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Aldermen  Worthington  and  Peters  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  coUect  and  count  votes. 
Ther  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  ot  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Gsorge  L.  Burt  had 12 

Mbridge  G.  Knight 12 

And  they  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

COMMISSIONER     OE    PUBLIC    LANDING     PLACE    IN 
MILTON. 

A  certificate  was  received  tf  the  election  by  the 
Common  Council  of  Eleazer  J.  Bispham  as  a  com- 
missioner on  the  Milton  Lancing  Place,  instead  of 
William  Sayward,  chosen  by  this  Board. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  Aldermen 
Wor.hington  and  Peters  being  appointed  to  col- 
lect and  count  votss.  They  reported  that  Lleazer 
J.  Bispham  had  received  11  votes,  and  E.  B.  Ran- 
kin 1.  Mr.  Bispham  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

The  Salary  bill  (revised),  City  Document  No.  33, 
came  up  with  the  following  amendments:  In 
salary  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers  strike  out  the 
words  '-one  or  more  ho.ses  and  vehicle."  In  sal- 
ary of  Superintendent  of  Streets  insert  "$409  for 
services  as  secretary  to  Committee  on  Paving." 

The  question  \\  as  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment to"  the  section  fixing  salary  cf  Superintend- 
ent of  Sewers. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  it  is  in  order,  I 
would  move  to  strike  out  all  reference  to  a  horse 
and  vehicle.  I  think  it  ii  a  mistake  to  put  any- 
thing of  that  kind  into  these  salaries  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  to  furnish  the 
Superintendent  with  such  means  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  do  his  work.  I  trust  we  shall  strike  out 
the  reference  to  a  horse  and  vehicle  in  every  case, 
and  refer  it  to  the  committees  on  the  different 
departments.  As  it  is  now,  it  comes  in  as  a  part 
cf  the  salary.  1  hope  we  shall  strike  it  out,  for 
then  it  will  be  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  notapait  of  the  salary.  I  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  the  entire  part  of  the  section  in 
regard  to  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  hardly  think  that  would  be 
judicious,  for  we  see  evidence  in  the  action  of  the 
different  committees  that  they  aie  inclined  to  fa- 
vor the   heads  of   their  departments.    They  will 


move  to  increase  the  salaries  of  their  superintend- 
ents, and  other  members  have  to  vote  it  down.  If 
you  let  this  go  to  the  committees  they  will  be 
very  generous  and  allow  the  superintendents 
to  keep  as  many  horses  as  they  want,  and  perhaps 
one  to  use  for  the  family.  I  should  rather  trust  it 
to  the  members  of  this  Hoard  than  to  allow  it  to  be 
controlled  by  members  of  the  committee ;  then  this 
Board  can  call  the  committee  in  question  if  they 
exceed  their  duties. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  not  very  stren- 
uous in  this  thing,  and  only  wished  to  bring  Ihe 
subject  before  the  Board.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to 
attach  it  tothebiU;  the  true  way  is  to  allow  the 
committees  to  use  their  own  discretion.  It  is  no 
argument  to  use  that  the  committees  may  be  in- 
dulgent, and  give  a  superintendent  too  many 
horses.  I  am  not  afraid  anything  will  get  through 
here  so  long  as  the  senior  Alder... an  from  Ward  6 
remains  vigilant  at  his  post,  except  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  If  it  is  any  ether  committee 
wc  shall  hear  all  aboiit  it. and  nothing  detrimental 
to  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  would  be 
allowed. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  that  the  position  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  is  correct,  and 
I  should  go  with  him  cheeif  nliy  if  we  had  not 
passed  upon  the  other  heads  cf  departments. 
There  ought  to  be  something  like  uniformity  in 
our  action.  If  we  had  not  passed  upon  those  other 
matters,  I  should  very  much  prefer  to  take  this 
course  with  the  whole  of  them.  For  myself,  I 
think  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salary ;  we 
should  vote  upon  the  salary  directly,  and 
in  no  other  way;  when  we  vote  "for  a 
salary,  we  should  fix  ihe  amount  required  and  not 
undertake  to  tin ow  in  a  horse  and  vehicle;  then 
we  know  what  we  are  doing.  But  as  we  have 
passed  upon  the  others,  I  think  it  hardly  worth 
while  to  make  this  change. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  if  the  Superin- 
tendent of  that  department  requires  more  than 
one  horse. 

Alderman  Power— The  Superintendent  does  not 
want  any  horses,  and,  if  his  wishes  were  to  be  con- 
sidered, the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  would  be  adopted.  I  should  cer- 
tainly favor  it,  if  it  were  possible  to  go  back  and 
put  them  all  upon  the  same  footing.  It  always 
tells  against  the  officer.  If  the  salary  question  is 
raised  in  this  Board  and  the  Superintendant  wants 
an  increase,  it  is  brought  up  against  him  that  he 
has  a  hoise  and  carriage.  Beckoned  at  $1000  a 
year  at  least.  I  think  ic  would  be  best  to  allow 
committees  to  manage  the  different  departments, 
and  when  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  conveyance  to 
carry  the  Superintendent  to  different  parts  of  the 
city  let  the  committee  ord»r  it  when  needed.  But, 
as  the  matter  has  been  passed  upon  and  every 
other  superintendent  has  his  horse  left,  I  hope  we 
shall  concur  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington— Having  accomplished 
what  I  wished  lo  bring  out— an  expression  of  the 
sentiment  of  this  Board  on  the  subject— I  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  was  concurred 

The  question  was  then  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  allowing  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  s;40U  salary  for  services  as  secretary  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  know  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  whether 
or  not  he  indorses  this  increase  of  salary  and  the 
change  in  the  order  in  relation  to  ahorse  and  ve- 
hicle for  his  department. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  committee  do  not  desire 
any  change  in  the  amendment  in  relation  to  a 
horse  and  vehicle. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  know  the 
gentleman's  opinion  about  the  increase  of  salary 
that  is  asked  for  here— whether  he  indorses  it  at 
this  time  or  not. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  there  is  anybody  in  this 
City  Hall  who  deserves  an  increase  of  salary  it  is 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  I  have  stated  here 
before,  and  I  presume  the  Alderman  was  present, 
that  the  services  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
are  wort'.i  more  to  the  city  than  the  entire  Board 
of  Health,  whom  you  give  $12,000,  and  allow  a 
clerk  besides.  Although  I  am  adverse  to  an  in- 
crease of  salaries  this  year,  yet,  owine;  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  different  branches  of  this  Government, 
I  do  not  feel  that  I  should  stand  up  here  and  op- 
pose this  small  sum  which  the  other  branch  have 
so  kindly  tendered  to  him. 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  certainly  am  glad  to  hear 
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the  chairman  of  this  committee  express  his  views 
ton  Iiis  matter,  because  1  consider  him  one  of  the 
strongest  guardians  of  this  Board  in  regard  to  the 
.expenditure  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  While  he 
has  taken  strong  ground  'against  an  increase  of 
salary  here,  it  comes  also  to  the  jibint  that  he  is 
doing  what,  he  lias  accused  other  members  of  this 
Board  of  favoring.  Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
(with  all  the  oilier  heads  of  departments  remaining 
where  they  were,  it  would  lie  an  injustice  to  in- 
crease this  sal  ry  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  others. 
J  have  felt  that  I  ought  to  do  justice  to  the  dif- 
ferent departments  in  this  (io\  eminent,  I  know 
.that  the  po-.ition  of  the  S  iperintendent  of  Streets 
is  a  very  onerous  one,  and  we  have  a  man  quali- 
fied to  rill  it;  while  I  know  the  circumstances 
ami  should  have  been  willing  to  vote  it,  but  feel- 
ing that  it  is  my  strict,  duty  to  oppose  this  in- 
crease, I  think  it  ill  hecomes  any  gentle- 
man to  stand  here  and  advocate  the  claims  of  this 
.officer  any  more  than  those  of  the  heads  of  other 
departments.  We  have  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments as  competent  and  earning  their  salaries  as 
well  as  this  one  does.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
take  the  position  he  has  adhered  to  all  the  way 
through,  and  which  he  has  desired  all  other  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  to  take— that  is,  to  let  the  salary 
of  the  head  of  this  department  remain  where  it  is, 
without  doing  injustice  to   any  other   department. 

Alderman  Peters — I  would  say  of  the  chairman 
;of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  that  I  have  found 
him  as  economical  on  the  committee  as  he  is  in 
this  Board,  and  when  this  matter  came  up  he  op- 
posed it  in  committee  as  well  as  here.  We  have 
already  talked  more  than  $-100  worth  about  this 
bill,  and  I  think  now  that  we  had  better  concur 
rath  t  than  send  it  back  to  the  Council  again. 
.  Alderman  Worthington— Would  it  be  proper  to 
go  back  and  increase  the  salaiies  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  Sewers  and  Public  Buildings?  They 
^re  equally  deserving  of  an  increase  of  salary 
-with  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  I  am  in 
favor  of  making  their  salaries  $4000,  so  as  to 
be  consistent.  If  we  commence  this  thing 
we  should  deal  fairly  and  justly  wiih  1hem 
■all;  they  all  earn  their  money,  and  ought  to 
have  $1000.  But  as  we  have  passed  over  the 
others,  I  want  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for 
flipping  aside  a  ad  increasing  this  one  and  voting 
him  additional  compensation  for  doing  what  all 
the  others  do.  If  we  are  to  pay  for  clerks  of  com- 
mittees let  us  do  it  squarely.  Let  us  be  square 
and  vote  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  the  $4000 
which  he  ought  to  have,  and  give  the  Superintend- 
ents of  Sewers  and  Public  Buildings  $4000  which 
.they  ought  to  have,  and  all  earn  so  well.  Let 
its  meet  the  thing  fa;ily  anil  squarely.  We 
are  business  men  and  should  meet  this  business 
fairly,  and  not  undertake  to  go  around  and  arrive 
<ut  the  desired  point  by  some  other  process.  I 
hope  we  i-hall  not  concur  in  this  amendment,  but 
vote  him  $4000  a  year,  and  then  go  back  and  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  oilier  superintendents  to 
■$4000. 

Alderman  Hall— Tne  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands says,  Let  us  be  just.  I  think  that  will  apply 
to  this  case  very  well.  Everybody  must  know 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  better  worth 
$401)1)  a  year  than  th"  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is 
worth  $2000.  The  work  of  the  latter  officer  is 
done  by  contract,  and  can  be  prosecuted  only  a 
few  months  in  the  year,  and  yet  th"  Alderman  anV 
vocates  making  his'salarv  the  same  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  The  gentleman  reminds  me 
that  paving  is  done  l.y  contract;  he  knows  that 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  nothing  to  do  but 
the  widening  and  laving  out  of  streets. 
r  Alderman  Worthington— The  Superintendent 
has  nothing  to  dowirh  that. 

AMerman  Hall— He  figures  it  all  out  for  them, 
and  everyone  of  us  knows  it;  and  yet  you  compare 
him  with  the  Superintendents  "of  Sewers  and 
■Health.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  amendment, 
and  then  we  shall  have  finished  the  Salary  bill  for 
the  year. 

.'  Alderman  Peters— All  the  contract  work  in  the 
Paving  Department  is  for  1  lying  the  blocks,  which 
Are  all  furnished  bv  the  city. 

■  Alderman  Brooks— Are  the  blocks  all  furnished 
by  the  city? 

,  Alderman  Peters— They  are  furnished  by  con- 
tract, awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder.- 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
does  not  seem  to  think  thai  contract  work  requires 
much  attention.  We  award  every  contract  with 
the  condition  that  it  must  be  done  satisfactorily 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  which  requires 
him  to  look  at  every  block,  and   there  is.  always 


some  trouble  with  them.  And  So  it  i^cwith  thfe 
■work;  it  must  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  As  regards  the  difference  between  the 
Superintendents  of  Streets  and  Sewers,  the  1  liter 
has  quite  an  easy  time  of  it  during  the  five  winter 
months,  while  the  former  has  to  see  that  every 
street  is  clear  of  snow,  so  that  when  the  gentle- 
man comes  in  from  the  Highland  District  with 
his  span  he  can  trot  along  without  any  inconven- 
ience. It  must  be  attended  to  before  the  storm 
ceases,  although  1  was  adverse  to  an  increase  of  i  his 
gentleman's  salary  this  year— for  I  knew  we  could 
his  services  without    it,  and  was  desuous 


norieed  that  wages  have  been  reduced  by  corpora 
tions,  and  it  does  not  become  us  as  a  Board  r© 
make  an  increase.  I  think  that  rather  than  let 
.this  bill  go  back  to  the  Council  I  would  vote  tor 
this  smalt  sum,  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  tne 
gentleman,  10  the  ot'eer  branch  and  to  us. 

Alderman  Brook — The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
says  that  the  Superintendent  of  Stic  ets is  required 
to  look  at  every  paving  block.  Does  he  mean  to 
stand  there  and  try  to  make  me  believe  that  the 
Superintendent  does  look  at  every  block  that  is 
put  down  in  the  streets  of  Boston?  If  he  can 
prove  that  the  Superintendent  does  that,  he  can 
make  me  believe  that  that  officer  earns  $4000  a 
year  and  more.  He  refers  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  having  an  easy  time,  and  my  friend 
here  says  he  is  worth  only  $2000,  while  the  Suuer- 
intendeut  of  Streets  is  worth  $4000.  I  cannot  agree 
With  him.  All  the  work  of  the-e  superintendems  is 
Jet  out  by  contract,  and  they  arc  to  oversee  it,  and 
have  it  done  in  a  workmanlike  manner.  I  do' not 
believe  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  looks  at 
every  block.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  the 
policy  of  not  increasing  salaries  generally  at  this 
time;  he  had  advocated  economy  thoroughly  and 
strongly  in  this  Board  ;  1  know  that  he  occupies  a 
position  which  requires  him  to  advocate  economy; 
his  services  to  this  Board  have  been  such  that 
the  people  expect  him  to  advocate  it  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  they  look  to  him  much  more  than  other 
members  of  tins  Board.  I  say  it  is  not  just,  at  this 
time;  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  doing  justice  to 
other  heads  of  departments  who  are  as  competent 
as  this  one.  I  should  not  wish  to  say  anything 
against  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  put  upon  record  as  doing  injustice 
to  the  other  heads  of  departments.  I  hope  this 
Board  will  not  go  in  for  an  increase  of  this  salary 
now. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Chair  has  not  answered 
the  qutstion  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Highland 
District,  whether  if  we  concur  with  the  Common 
Council  it  will  end  the  whole  thing 

The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the 
bill  has  passed  beyond  reconsideration,  except 
sections  two  and  three. 

Alderman  Prescott— Upon  that  ruling  of  the 
Chair,  which  1  believe  is  correct,  I  feel  compelled 
to  vote  against  this  amendment,  for  the  reason 
stated  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  1,  that  if  the 
salary  of  the  S.iperiiiieiident  of  Streets  should  be 
raised,  the  heads  of  other  departments  should 
have  an  increase  of  salary  in  the  same 
proportion.  It  is  true  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  has  more  to  do  this  year  than 
ever  before;  but  that  is  true  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings.  There  will  be  by  far 
more  public  buildings  erected  this  year  than  "ever 
before.  It  seems  that  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
recommend-  this  increase  in  order  to  concur  With 
the  Common  Council.  That  is  hardly  a  good  rea- 
son. He  has  made  the  statement  repeatedly  in 
this  Board  that  gentlemen  connected  with  certain 
committees  were  always  ready  to  favor  the  de- 
partments with  which*  they  are  connected;  now 
he  is  in  favor  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  head 
of  the  department  with  which  he  is  connected, 
when  there  is  no  Opportunity  to  increase  those  of 
other  heads  of  departments.  Inasmuch  as  we  are 
unable,  at  this  stage,  to  give  an  inciease  to  other 
heads  of  departments,  I  feel  called  upon  to  oppose 
the  amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  genf  lenian  docs  not  know 
how  I  shall  vote.  He  apprehends  that  I  shall  vote 
for  this  increase.  I  have  already-voted  against  it, 
but  this  amendment  comes  from  the  Common 
t  ouncil, which  has  spent  one- or  two  evenings  upon 
the  Salary  bill,  and  has  allowed  the  business  of 
the  city  to  suffer.  Now,  the  question  is  whether 
we  had  not  be  t-r  i  oncur  -than  to  send  this  bill 
down  there  for  them  to  wrangle  over  again.  Gentle- 
men will  recollect  that  I  am  chairman  of  the  Police 
'Committee,  and-hothing  has-been  -aaid  of  an  in- 
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crease  of  the  salary  of  the  Chief  oi  Police.  The 
enlargement  of  the  city  limits  lias  added  to  his 
duties,  and  yet  I  have  not  advocated  an  in- 
crease of  his  salary,  which  I  could  have  done 
-with  i  much  more  merit  than  the  gentleman 
from'  Ward  9  has  in  advocating  an  increase 
for  the  Street  Commissioners.  All  the  argument 
■he  could  bring  for  that  was  that  other  commis- 
sioners have  more  salary  than  the  Street  Conl- 
■missionei*— and  yer  they  'were  elected  by  the  peo- 
■ple  and  knew  what  their  salaries  were  to  be.  The 
gentleman  from  "Ward  y  has  blocked  the  busi- 
ness of  this  Board  by  trying  to  Increase  the  sala- 
cities of  the  Street  Commissioners,  whose  duties 
.  have  not  been  increased  by  the  extension  of 
,the  city  in  the  same  proportion  as  it  has  thosv 
of  the  Chief  of  Police  and  Superintendent  of 
'Streets.  There  is  a  great  deal  more  argti- 
"ment  for  an  increase  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  than  foy  the  Street  Commissioners. 
'  Alderman  AV'orthihgton — lam  going  to  vote  for 
this  increase  of  .salary,  but  I  do  not  think  we 
should  call  it  as  we  do.  The  Superintendent 
should  be  at  committee  meetings  to  give  intoima- 
tion,  and  this  should  be  a  part  of  his  salary.  I  am 
going  to  meet  it  squarely.  I  like  to  have  a.man 
.meet  a  thing  squarely.  This  crawling  around, 
and  faying  let  us  concur  rather  than  send 
it  back  to  the  other  branch  is  unman- 
ly. If  the  senior  Alderman  wants  this  salary 
increased,  why  does  he  not  say  so  squarely? 
I  want  a  man  to  speak  out  what  he  wants.  It  is 
no  way  to  talk  about  its  r.ot  being  best  to  send  it 
back  to  the  other  branch.  I  want  members  of  this 
Board  to  be  consistent.  I  shall  vote  to  make  this 
salary  $4000,  as  I  was  in  favor  of  it  be- 
fore, but  I  did  not  vote  for  it  then  be- 
cause I  thought  it  would  be  inconsistent.  I 
would  like  to  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Chief  of  Police;  he  deserves  it.  If 
'there  is  any  man  at  this  Board  who  would  take 
that  office  and  work  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days  in  the  year  for  §3000, 1  should  like  to  see  him 
rise  up  and  say  so.  He  works  more  days  than  any 
other  man  we  "have  talked  about.  I  am  going  to 
"vote  for  this  amendment  because  it  is  right  that 
the  officer  should  have  the  increase,  but  I  want 
the  thing  met  squarely. 

Alderman  Emery — lean  concur  very  hcartily'in 
'all  the  coiiimri!ii;i;i:ii.-:  \\hhh  have  bei  n  pro- 
nounced around  this  Board  in  favor  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  as  to  the  value  of  his 
services  and  the  laborious  position  he  occu- 
pies. I  agree  to  everything  of  that  kind.  But 
some  time  ago  1his  Board  considered  the  sub- 
ject of  his  services,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
.'heads  of  other  departments,  aud  the  Com- 
missions, and  I  voted  to  concur  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Salaries.  I  endeavored  to  carry 
out  that  doctrine,  because  I  thought  we  should 
come  nearer  doing  justice  by  following  that 
course  than  any  other  which  we  should  be 
likely  to  adopt.  I  then  voted  against  paying 
this  officer  §4000  per  annum,  not  because  he 
■Was  not  worl h  that  much,  but  because  I  had  voted 
to  pay  the  Superintendent  of  Pullic  Buildings 
'§3600.  I  voted  for  a  majority  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  but  what 
shall  I  say  when  the  regular  old  watch  dog  of  the 
•treasury  stands  up  here  and  advocates  this  amend- 
ment, after  opposing  an  increase  of  all  other  sal- 
aries? What  shall  I  say  at  this  sudden  conver- 
sion, since  all  the  other  matters  in  this  salary 
bill  have  been  passed?  But  when  you  come 
to  the  head  of  his  .principal  department, 
he  acknowledges  that  he  shall  vote  for 
an  indirect  increase  or  that  salaiy.  I  am  sur- 
prie  ed  that  the  gentleman  on  my  left,  after  hear- 
ing the  admirable,  reasons  piven  i.y  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  C,  should  change  his  vote.  Tke  rea- 
son is  they  do  not  want  it  to  go  to  the  Common 
council,  lie  has  the  spirit  of  'accommodation  at 
'this  time  beyond  anything  I  have  ever  seen  in 
him  before;  and  his  principle  of  accommoda- 
tion is  such  that  my  friend  from  the  High- 
lands comes'  .  around  and  prefers  direct 
action  and  to  meet  the  ,  question  on-  its 
■merits  instead  of  corning  in  a  roundabout  way. 
But  still  he  says  he  will  vote:  for  the  salary  asked, 
to  accommodate.  Furthermore,  the  genii',  man 
from  "Ward  6  says  the  Cfr ef  of  Police  is  more  wor- 
thy of  an  increase  of  salary  beyond  what  his  sti- 
pend is  than  any  other  head  of  a  department. 
'Why  has'  he  not'  gone  for  an  increase,  then? 
I  agree- with  him  in'  the  statement  of  what 
that  officer  is  worth,  as  I  do  in  his  statements 
of  the  worth  of  .other  heads  of  departments. 
'But  txe'gives'  no  reason  for 'this 'sudden  change 


except  that  it  is  to  accommodate  the  Council,  who 
have  sent  this  bill  here  for  concurrence  in  their 
action.  He  has  cut  himself  off  from  all  other 
reasons;  and  yet  he  says  the  officer  deserve*  it 
more  than  any  other  head  of  a  department.  Men 
are  to  judge  of  reasons  from  what  tluy  can  see 
;and  hear  about  them,,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  must  be  some  other  reason 
than  that  offered.  All  the  other  salary  bifb 
have  been  acted  upon.  Gertlemen  must  un- 
derstand that.  I  think  they  do,  if  they  have 
not  forgotten  it.  This  one.  comes  in  here  late; 
the  gentleman  after  having  passed  upon  all  oth- 
ers and  voted  strenuously  against  increasing  any, 
after  they  are  all  passed  upon  he  comes  up  here 
and  is  ready  to  record  his  vote  for  §4000  a  year 
,1'or  this  officer  in  an  entirely  new  way.  I  cannot 
do  that.  1  must  maintain  some  consistency.  I 
would  be  £lad  to  vote  to  give  this  officer  s  1000  if 
.1  could  do  so  consistently.  There  are  others  as 
worthy  of  receiving  an  increase  of  salaiy  as  this 
officer. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  desire  to  waste  the 
time  of  this  Hoard  in  personalities  or  in  discussing 
the  action  of  any  single  member  of  this  Board.  I 
suppose  all  the  "members  ace  as  nearly  right  as 
they  know  how.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Twelfth  Ward  has  seemed  to  desire  to  pitch  at  me 
in  this  matter.  He  has  forgotten  that  he 
found  that  the  Committee  on  Salaries  dis- 
agreed in  their  report,  and  then  he  went  for 
an  increase  for  certain  officers,  doing  injus- 
tice to  those  he  had  passed  by.  Then  he  was  ready 
to  jump  in  and  increase  about  everybody  el  e's 
salary  after  that;  so  that  now  his  compass  is  gone 
and  he  seems  to  ignore  the  action  of  the  other 
branch,  which  I  think  is  as  good  a:  thai  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries.  The  gentleman  should  read  the 
report  of  that  meeting'  and  the  speech  he  made 
then,  and  read  the  report  of  this  meeting;  he  will 
see  the  difference.  The  gentleman  from  the  High- 
lands talks  about  beating  tilings  round  the  stump 
and  acting  on  the  square  ;  but  he  is  going  to  vote 
for  the  increase.  I  do  not  desire  to  increase  the 
expenses  of  this  Government,  but  it  is  a  question 
whether  it  would  not  increase  the  expenses 
greatly  by  sending  this  bill  back  to  the 
Council  without  concurring  in  the  amendment. 
I  believe  it  would,  and  as  we  have  nearly 
got  through  this  perplexing  order,  I  cto  not  feel 
justified  in  keeping  up  this  warfare.  I  do  not  de- 
sire and  have  not  asked  to  have  the  salary  in- 
creased  in  any  department  of  which  I  am  the 
head.  If  we  do  not  concur  in  this  amendment, 
perhaps  the  Council  will  spend  another  evening 
in  wrangling  over  it. 

Alderman  Peters — I  shall  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment because  I  think  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  should  be  paid  more  than  am  other  head 
of  a  department,  both  for  the  amount  of  labor 
that  he  does  .and  the  ability  required  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — In  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion given  this  department  by  the  City  Council, 
there' is  the  burnt  oistriet  to  be  taken  care  of,  and 
on  which  §400,000  are  to  be  spent.  That  is  an- 
other strong  reason  why  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  should  have  more  pay  than  any  other  head 
of  a  department. 

Alderman  Brooks— There  is  just  one  word  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  I  want  to  answer. 
He  justifies  himself  for  favoring  this  increase  by 
saying  it  will  save  the  city  expense  by  prevent- 
ing a  wrangle  in  the  other  branch.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  question  that  this  Board  has  anything  to 
do  with.  The  other  branch  is  as  competent  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  as  is  this  Board,  and  I 
presume  they  do  it  without  any  particular  wrang- 
ling. The  gentleman  justifies  lii-  vote  lieeau- e  he 
wants  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  taxpayers  and  save 
money  to  the  city.  I  confess  that  i  cannot  see  the 
point  he  made  there. 

Alderman  Power— I  should  infer,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  On  Paving,  from  the  remarks  of 
the  gentlemen  and  the  shape  in  which  this  amend- 
ment comes  here,  that  this  w  as  a  put-up  job  by  that 
committee.  Mow,  I  say  for  myself,  and  I  think  1 
can  safely  sav  it  foi  the  other  two' members  of 
that  committee,  that  I  had  no  idea  of  any  altera- 
tions in  this  Superintendent's  salaiy  from  that 
Which  left  this  Board,  until  I  saw  it  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council.  But  as  if  comes  in  this 
shape,  and  as  there  have  been  some  remarks 
in  the  other  branch  in  regard  to  the  clerical 
duties  which  this  gentleman  has  to  peiform. 
'I  would  sav  that this  work  often  keeps  him  f  roth 
noon  until  half  past  eight  or  nine  o'clock  at  night. 
Another  gentleman  h:is  argued  that  the  Coinmit- 
'tec  on  Paving  let   out  all   their   Work  bv  contract. 
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and  undertakes  to  convey  the  impression  that 
thereby  it  is  much  lessened.  I  think  it  could 
he  readily  understood  that  those  duties  are 
much  more  enhanced  by  letting  the  work 
out  by  contract.  If  we  did  it  all  with  our 
own  force  there  would  be  some  reason  for  the  Su- 
perintendent -lighting  it,  but  where  we  let  it  out 
by  contract  the  tendency  is  to  ^  light  the  work  by 
the  contractors,  for  th  y  all  want  to  make  all  the 
money  they  can  out  of  it.  I  onsequently  the  duties 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  are  much  more 
arduous,  and  he  must  give  much  more  at- 
tention to  the  work  on  account  of  its  be- 
ing done  by  contract,  than  if  it  were  done  by 
the  day  by  our  own  men.  And  so  it  is  with 
the  Superintendent  of  Sowers;  his  work  is  much 
more  arduous,  and  so  it  is  in  any  department 
where  it  is  done  by  contract.  It  mu-t  be  watched 
more  closely  than  it  would  be  if  done  by  our  own 
men.  There  is  every  inducement  for  contractors 
to  slight  their  work,  and  do  ic  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  Committee  on  raving  have  had 
no.hing  to  do  with  advancing  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  As  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  am  opposed  to  advancing  anybody's 
salary.  I  have  opposed  an  advance  of  salaries  this 
year  on  principle,  but  as  it  comes  here  in  ihis 
shape  from  the  other  branch,  1  piopose  to  vote  for 
it.  As  I  have  said  before,  1  think  the  gentleman 
is  worth  it;  every  gentleman  here  says  he  is  worth 
it,  and  what  reason  have  they  given  for  not  con- 
curring in  the  amendment?  Simply  beeau-e  the 
Salary  bill  is  closed  up,  and  they  cannot  get  any- 
thing more  for  oilier  head-  of  departments.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  spitef  al  sort  of  reason. 

Alderman  "Worthing ton—  1  have  heard  no  such 
reason  given. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  the  only  reason  I  have 
heard  given. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  reason  1  gave  was 
that  I  wanted  it  met  squarely.  If  is  voting  for  an 
increase  of  salary  i-i  M>me  other  way. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  conveys  the 
impression  that  the  t  ominittee  on  Paving  have 
had  something  to  do  with  advancing  the  salary  of 
the  Supei  intendent  cf  Streets  in  ibis  shape.  As  a 
member  of  that,  committee,  1  big  to  disclaim  any- 
thing of  this  kind.  I  consider  the  reason  1hey 
give  for  not  wanting  to  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment—that  the  Salary  bill  is  finished— a  very  poor 
oi.e. 

Alderman  Peters— I  never  knew  until  last  Fri- 
day evening  that  anything  of  the  kind  was  to  be 
done. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  dil  not  mean  to  have 
it  inferred  from  my  remarks  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  had  made  any  arrangement 
to  increase  tin-  salary,  aP,er  ths  others  could  not 
be;  but  the  Salary  bill  come:;  to  us  concurred  in, 
with  every  salary  settled  exeeot  that  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  Now"  every  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  advocates  this 
amendment.  If  there  are  such  strong  rea-ons 
for  the  increase,  why  did  not  they  use  them  at 
that  time?  I  say  it  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from 
that  committee  to  raise  this  salary  when  that  of 
other  superintendents  cannot  be  raised.  The 
Common  Count  il  voted  unanimously  r.o  give  the 
Street  Commissioners  c'lOii);  nevertheless  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  12  did  not  think  that  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  concurrence.  This  amendment 
was  passed  by  a  minority  cf  a  very  few  votes.  If 
that,  was  not  a  goo  I  reason  then,  ic,  is  not  now. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  advocating  an  increase  of  this  salary.  I 
have  opposed  it,  and  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this;  but  as  it  comes  here  from  the  otuer  branch, 
and  as  the  Superintendent  deserves  it,  I  shall  vo:e 
for  it.  The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Alderman  Emery— Arter  listening  to  these 
various  gentlemen,  weighing  their  reasons 
and  looking  over  the  whole  thing,  I  see 
no  chance  to  vote  to  concur  in  the  amendment. 
It  is  so  different  fiom  what  it  was  some 
weeks  ago  to  see  gentlemen,  who  got  up 
here  and  found  fault,  now  talking  in  favor  of 
raising  salaries.  It  comes  easy  and  pleasant,  and 
now  we  have  to  stand  here  and  to  labor  to  save 
money  for  the  taxpayers.  It  sounds  so  different, 
I  can  hardly  reconcile  myself  to  the  position. 
I  know  where  I  am,  but  I  can  haruly  be- 
lieve that  these  gentlemen— who  so'  recently 
talked  against  raising  salaries,  now  the  whole 
thing  is  passed  through  except  one  item, 
which  some  members  of  this  Board  voted 
to  reject— comes  ,  back  here,  who  had  such 
hard  work  to   talk   for-   the   taxpayers— are  now 


talking  on  the  pleasant  side  of  the  question.  I 
must  express  my  surprise,  but  after  all  I  cannot 
see  how  they  can  put  their  votes  upon  record  in 
direct  opposition  to  what  they  have  heretofore 
done,  after  all  the  other  salaries  have  been  settled. 

Alderman  Brooks— These  gentlemen  from  th« 
Paving  Committee  have  come  forward  and  con- 
fessed. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  all  the 
opposition  is  from  other  parties  because  other 
heads  of  departments  are  out  of  their  reach. 
That  comes  with  a  bad  grace  from  him. 
He  says  it  is  a  matter  of  principle.  I  say  there 
is  no  principle  in  raising  a  man's  salary  at  this 
time  when  you  have  taken  ground  in  opposition  to 
any  increase,  and  I  do  not  know  how  a  man  can 
justify  himself. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  in  con- 
currence, and  it  was  rejected  by  a  tie  vote,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbius— 6. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of 
Johanna  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
48  and  50  Regent  street.    Accepted. 

Report,  in  favor  of  granting  the.  petition  of  John 
L.  Wells  &  Sou  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at 
519  Commercial  street,  and  recommending  that  a 
license  be  issued  for  same.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  th"  Committee  on  Fire 
Department— Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition 
of  Samuel  Walker  &  Co.  for  license  to  sell  petro- 
leum at  33  India  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Report-  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing applications  :  William  .!.  i.ulloi  k,  to  give  ex- 
hibition of  automata  at  Horticultural  Hall;  John 
S.  Wools,  for  auctioneer's  license  at  81  Washing- 
ton street;  W.  E.  Graves,  for  auctioneer's  license 
at  139  Meridian  street;  John  H.  Murray's  circus, 
to  live  exhibitions  in  the  city  proper  and  subur- 
ban districts  in  May  and  June;  H.  S.White,  tor 
wagon  stand  corner  Castle  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue;  Dana  Smith  for  hack  stand  on  Frank- 
lin street,  near  the  square;  M.  H.  Corrow, 
for  wagon  license  at  152  Summer  street;  Charles 
A.  Flagg.  tor  wagon  license,  91  Kilby  street;  Fran- 
cis E.  YV  liitcoiuh,  for  wagon  license,  Fitihbuig  de- 
pot, Bunker  Hill  Di-lrii  t;  Andrew  Ray,  for  wagon 
stand,  corner  North  and  Blacks! one  ,  treets;  Sis- 
son  &  Nowlan,  for  license  as  auctioneers  at  15 
School  street,  under  the  firm  of  D.  E.  Sesson  & 
Co.;  M.  H.  Hanagan  and  T.  Coveney,  for  transfer 
of  wagon  license;  Fiske  A:  Felton  el  al.,  for 
transfer  of  hack  licenses ;  George  L.  Barnard,  for 
license  to  keep  intelligence  oflico  at  liii.'l  Washing- 
ton street;  DeCosta&  Sawyer,  for  auctioneers' 
license  at  9  City  square.  Chailestown;  also, 
reports  granting  the  following  apjdications 
for  victualler's  license:  G.  R.  Reicharut, 
3  Hayward  place;  F.  A.  O.  Donovan,  317 
Hanover  street;  E.  G.  Park  &  Co.,  123  Cause- 
way street;  T.  J.  I  ones,  11  a  Cause  \va\  street;  J.  W. 
Flood,  218  Broadway  ;  Menu  o .1  liottler,  20  Pynchon 
street;  Joshua  Brothers,  192  Foiirthstreet;  John  J. 
Grozcnger,  4  Aniorv  street:  John  Fleming,  1013 
Trcmont  street;  Joseph  Francis,  7  Fleet  street; 
E.  W.  Bear.-e,  220  Commercial  stiect;  Obadiah  S. 
Edgerly,  152  Hanover  street;  J.  A.  Sherburne, 
93  State  Street;  William  Rogers,  Williams 
court;  John  Gallagher,  26  Kneelaud  street; 
M.  J.  Riley,  corner  Dorchester  and  Eighth 
streets;  John  Stedman,  104  Pleasant  street;  Henry 
Mayer,  204  Tremont  street;  Bartholomew  W. 
Carney,  102  and  104  Lincoln  street;  B.  S. 
Wright  &  Co.,  corner  Court  and  Brattle  stieets; 
Cha.les  Roberts',  Cbarlestown  Bridge;  M.  J.  Gate- 
ly,  122  and  124  Kuei  land  street;  Michael  Kcenan, 
78  1'oitland  street;  John  C.  Flood,  70  Cambridge 
street;  B.  F.  McKenna,  138  Cambiidge  street;  S. 
H.  Walker,  9  Albany  street;  H.  J.  Williams,  297 
Atlantic  avenue;  John  V.  "Vining,  1465  Washing- 
ton street;  Mary  Chesley,  179  Shawmut  avenue; 
J.  A.  Sherburne,  1527  Washington  street;  R. 
Healy,  92  Dover  street;  John  E.  Conley,  7  and  9 
Chelsea  street;  John  A.  Sonneman,  22  La  Grange 
street:  J.  G.  Pennycuick,  11  Hayward  place; 
James  Ryan,  201  South  street;  Benjamin  L. 
Brooks,  1920  Washington  street;  John  G.  Bacon, 
1816  Washington  street;  George  M.  Potter,  1801 
Washington  street;  also  sixteen  newsboys  and  two 
bootblacks  (minors'  applications);  also  leave  to 
withdraw  on  the  applications  of  the  following- 
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named  persons  for  victuallers'  license-:  Elizabeth 
Cheevtrs,  057  Tremont  street;  John  Keenan,  30 
South  street;  E  Iward  Corrigan,  806  Washington 
street;  J.  E.  Ryan,-,  G70  Washington  street; 
L.  F.  Simmons,  151  Washington  and  214  Eliot 
street;  Thomas  Walton,  10  Harvard  street; 
Hemv  M.  Briggs,  204  Broadway,  South  Bos- 
ton ;  "El  jali  kinsman,  29  Eliot  street;  Eugene 
Mor-iulrv,'  VST  Washington  street  ;  Bartholo- 
mew Sheehan,  959  Tremont  street ;  i  iHeivey 
J.  Parker,  corner  of  Harrison  aveiuie  ;and 
K-ief  land  street ;  Chest-r  ,3:  Dodge,  CO  Wajrren.ton 
street;  Thomas  S.  Kelley,  243  ryruriOTi  street; 
John  Campbell,  91  Richmond  street;  Valentine 
Harding,  73  Dover  street;  George  S.  Sanderson,  14 
Castle  street.    Sevt rallv  accented. 

By  Al  lernian  Worthii  goon,  for  the  Coirtmittee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  the  ioll'owing- 
nanied  persons  for  leave  to  occup\  stables  :>Heniy 
Crane,  Washington  stieet,  Ward  in:  .'obrt Christie, 
702  F.f  tu  street;  A.  D.  Williams  Reed  sttiieet,  east 
fide,  between  I  land  and  Fainhaii!  -treets;  and 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  the'  follow- 
ing-named  persons,  for  leave  to  occupy;  stables: 
Lewis  F.  Seavy,  Paris  street,  between  Main  and 
Brooks  streets;  Michael  M.  Johnson,  Fourth 
street,  No.  67.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Aldennan  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 

Ordered,  That  §.7  57  be  abated  from  assessment 
ett  Ellen  H.  Porter,  for  sewer  in  High  street,  and 
the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Laban  Pratt. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  be  made 
on  assessments  for  .-ewer  in  Knggles  -tnet:  Dora 
llerschtl.  §25  9,);  Joseph  (  ollot's  heirs,  .-:,2  7.'!; 
Daniel  Dorr,  §29  75;  Fredeiick  lileiler,  §48  36; 
Thomas  MtiUtn.  §34  96;  Jacob  Bleiler,  §12  49; 
Bac.ick  Kelly,  §12  49 :  Sewall.Dtv  &  Co.,  §63  24; 
Jacob  Hers/hel,  §?:)  27:  WilLim  Lngham's  heirs, 
§23  80;  Robert  Bamp'.on,  §-_<3  06;  Jacob  Weintz, 
§48  35;  Hei.iv  Reddv,  §28  27;  Tiiuoihv  Cowley's 
heirs,  §12  57;' Francis  Woods.  S19  7  ' ;  M  chael  Mol- 
rain,  S14  13:  leter  Cuilev,  *12  10;  Jacob  Knapp, 
§25;  Charl'S  J.  and  Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  §148  79; 
CitheiMre  P.a  her.  §12  50;  Levi  T .  Pre-  tot: ,  :-37  20; 
al  o  aba.e  .-127  37  from  William  D.  Clark  s  heirs, 
for  sewer  in  Dorchester  avenue,  and  assess  the 
tame  to  Susan  M.  fob-on. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Eigd.es— Report  in  favor  cf  granting  the 
petition  <  f  S.  J.  Peet,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  1  oiler  at  59  George  street.    Accepted. 

Ey   Alderman  Harris,   for   the    Committee   on 
Streets,  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Cat  he:  ine  Ford  §1648,  for   damages 
en  account  of  widening   Federal   street.     Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  James  B.  Graham  §203,  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  widening  Magazine  street. 
F.eai  twice  and  parsed. 

urder  to  pay  Thoma^F.  Richardson  §73,760,  for 
damages  on  account  widening  Broad  street. 

On  inolion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  us  j  assage. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  where 
these  orders  are  for  so  large  an  amount  it  would 
be  better  to  have  them  lie  over  under  the  rule. 

Alderman  Harris— This  amount  was  awarded  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  and  it  has  breu  condi- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  accepting  it  that  it  pass 
today,  'therefore  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  to- 
day.   The  amount  was  awarded  some  time  ago. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewer:  — 

Order  to  pay  Nathaniel  Silslee,  treasurer  of 
Harvard  College,  11425  for  land  taken  and  dama- 
ges caused  by  Ihe  imp: ovement  of  Stony  Brook  in 
the  town  of'  West  Roxbuiy,  by  an  order  of  the 
Commissioners  on  Stony  Brook,  of  said  town, 
passed  Dec.  11, 1873.    Read  once. 

Order  of  notire  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
expediency  cf  constructing  a  sewer  in  Putnam 
street,  between  Bennington  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Passed 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a'  sewer  in  Elm- 
wood,  Washington  and  Pynchon  streets.  Read 
once. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
4  P.  M.,  on  expe  iieney  of  constituting  a  sewer  ir, 
Ericsson  stieet,  between  H  and  I  streets.     Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  fcr  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  take  down  and  remove  the  two  llag- 


staves  now  standing  in  front  of  estates  numbered 
130  and  631  l-inst  Bioadway,  said  sta\es  having  be- 
come partially  decayed  and  dargeious  to  public 
travel. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  cf  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  tamed  in  the  accora- 
panyii  g  coinmui  ication  from  ihe  Chief  of  Police, 
dated  the  seventh  day  of  Apiil,  A.  D.  1874,  who 
have  hung,  affixed,  ererted  or  faster.ed  signs; 
banners,  show-boards,  poles  or  cranes  which  pro- 
ject over  ihe  cartways  in  the  public  streets  or 
places  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  remove  the  same 
forthwith;  and  in  case  the  said  persons,  or  any  cf 
them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  within  ten  days 
f torn  the  date  hereof,  the  Chief  of  Pclice  is  heieby 
instructed  to  cause  complaints  to  be  uiaele  a-  pro- 
vided in.the  twenty-third  section  cf  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  street-,  passed  the  twenty-ninth  cf 
October,  A.  D.  1869.  [Appended  to  the  order  is  a 
report  Loin  the  Chief  of  Police  giving  the  names 
and  plate*  ef  all  persons  having  sue  h  signs.] 

The  order  having  Ik  en  ruad'.wno,  sin.  the"  epics- 
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Alderman  Harris — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Alierman  Peters— The  re. is  nothing  in  the  order 
that  applies  to  signs  projecting  only  over  the  side- 
walk, it  content]  lates  ihe  removal  cf  those  over 
the  i  oadway.  I  would  lisse  to.-  tate  al>  o,  that  when 
the  gentleman  f.om  C'haile-town  offered  the  or- 
der to  pay,  a  few  minutes  ago,  he  virtually  stated 
that  lit  hail  made;  a  bargain  beforehand  that  there 
should.be  no  o  ; position,  which  I  think  is  much 
worse  than  thisT 

The  C  haiiman— The  or.tier  jus  t  passed  to  pay  Mr. 
Richardson  was  the  award  of  the  Stieet  Commis- 
sioners twelve  months  ago.  Mr.  Richardson  ac- 
cepts it  and  charges  no  interest,  so  the  city  has 
had  the  use  of  that  s78,C93  for  twelve  months. 

The  order  was  paosed. 

By  Aldeimau  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Biidges— 

Ordered.  That  <  ragie's  Brulge  be  elo-tel  to  pub- 
lic travel  iiom  this  eiate  until  the  lebuiLingcf  the. 
same  is  completed. 

Read  twice  anil  passed. 

By  Alierman  cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  Commit  iee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorize:! to  organize  from  the  present  members  of 
the  Police  Department  a  mounted  force,  consist- 
ing of  two  men  in  each  cf  the  fourteen  police 
divisions,  and  al  o  to  purchase  the  necessary 
horses  and  ei'iu'puients  thi'iefnr:  the  expense  not 
to  exceed  the  estimates  for  that  purpose  included 
in  the  Police  appropriation. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Alderman  I're.-eott— I  hope  the  clia  rman  cf  the 
Committee  on  bolice  will  give  some,  explanation 
cf  the  need  of  a  mounted  police. 

Aldei  man  Cutte  .—It  is  very  much  desired. by  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  that  we  should  have  the  e  mount- 
ed men  in  the  sei  vice  as  soon  as  convenient.  His 
idea  is  that  they  will  be  of  valuable  service  to  the 
department,  and  if  the  gentleman  lias  read  the 
repo.t  made  by  the  Committee  on  Felice  on  the 
subject,  he  will  have  seen  the  explanation  and  the 
reasons  given.  It  is  a  new  thing  in  Boston,  but  is 
thought  to  be  practicable,  and  it  is  deemed  very 
desifal  13  to  have  the  experiment  tried. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  1  utter,  for  the  same   committee— 

"Ordered, 'lhat  the  Committee  on  Pclice  be  au- 
thorized to  establish  telegraphic  communication 
between  the  central  ]  til  ice  office  and  the  station 
at  West  Roxbuiy,  the  station  at  Blighlon  and  the 
new  station  at  South  Boston;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pclice. 

Read  twice  and  oassed. 

Ordered, That  the  Superintandent  of  Streets  bo 


-1<> 


JBOARH       OF       ALDERMEN. 


and  he  is  hereby  <lirei:ted    to   lake    down  and  re- 
move the  itagstafi:  now  standi-  g   at  1he  comer  of 
Market  am!  River  street'    in    Noith  I'righto.',  sail! -. 
stall'  liav inp;  1 une  partially  decayed  and  danger- 
ous ti>  pnl  lie  tiavel. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  AlJerman  Cult's,  for  the  .lo'nt  Special  Com- 
mittee, on  i  lie  Northampton-street  District- 
Ordered,  That  in?  t  ommittee  on  the  Noi'llmmp- 
tdii--;  i.  e;,  0isteiejt  lie  authorized  to  expend  from 
time  to  I  iffie  f  obj  the  luaii.s  made  by  the  ciiy  for 
]:,,-.  ii  ;■  ■_■  h  ■  work  on  said  di-?:  i.;t,  sums  noi 
e\e.  .--.  ii  ■■•  me  thou,  and  dollars  for  any  one  ob- 
je-.  1 1  oj  mi  red  with  the  works  authorized  by  the 
City  <  ouneil  on  said  district. 
Read  twice  andparjred. 

Ordered,  That  tin-  Joint  Soec-ia!  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be   and  they  arc 
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established  for  said  district;  the  expei.se  incurred 
therefor  by  the  city  to  constitute  alien  upon  the   . 
property,  to  be  ( '  j'leoted  in   the  manner  provided 

l  j    i  ii  i|'   :•    fin.  f  the  acts  of  the  year  tt.73. 

Ordered,  1  hat  t tbe  ( 'om'mittee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  authorized  io  furnish  extra 
ligits  in  the  Etreets  and  pi  ices  on  said  district 
during  the  progress  cf  the  woik  iheieon;  the  ex- 
panse to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  tho 
Noriliaiii]itoit--treet  >  istrict. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports  recommi  n  Ur.gthe  passage  of  orders, 
as  fallows : 

Order  to  pay  Johu  Hugger:  \  s- no,  for  era  do 
damages  on  Commercial  street,  Ward  10.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  E  '.ward  V.  Mnnroe  sr>0,  for  grade, 
damages  on  Ccmmercial  street,  "Ward  16.  Bead 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  John  Collins  if  CO  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Pans  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

'Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  bo 
directed   to  remove  r  11  obstructions  standing  on 
the  line  of  Webber   street,  on  the   northerly  side, 
between  Harrison  avenue  ar.cl  Albany  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  ii  given  to 
the  owners  and  abutters  on  Division  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  Foundry  street,  to 
remove  aJl  obstiuct  ons  extending  over  the  line  of 
said  street,  before  the  first  da  v  of  Mav.  IS74;  and  in 
de  fault  theieof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is 
hereby  directed  to  remove  said  obstructions  at  the 
expense  of  the  owners  thereof. 

Basted. 
.     Ordered,  That  the  s'upcrii  tendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  guide  ami  gravel   Division    stte?t,  lie-  ■ 
'tween  Borehe-ter  avci.ue  and  Foundry  street,  ac- 
cording  to  the  established   grade    cf   said   street. 
Estimated  cost,  S1500. 
Read  once* 

Ordered.  That  ih"  f  uperinter.dert  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Maga;  rue  street,  aa 
laid  out  and  widei.od  by  The  ]  oar.t  of  Sir.  et  Com- 
missioner', between  No:  folk  avenue  and  Dudley 
street.  Estimated  cost,  ijfEOOO.-- 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  lhat  the  Superintendent  of  Street'  be 
directed  to  repave  Exchange  place,  foim'erly  Lin- 
dall  street,  with  wood  pavement;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appi  opi  iation  for  the 
Burnt  District.  Estimated  cost,  §800. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  f  inerhitendenf  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  E  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Eighth  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks;  also  to 
set the  edge  tor.es  and  pave  the  sidewalks  on  said 
street.  E-timnted  Co  t,  S8100. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  th"  Sunerintcndent  of   Streets  bo 
directed   to  pave   Broadway,  between  Dorchester 
audi!   strees,  with  small    granite  blocks.    Esti-  ■ 
mated  co't,  $18,000. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee. on 
the  Sumner  Ceremonies^ 


Ordered,  That  the  joint   special  committee  ap- 
pointed under  the    resolution    in    relation  to  the    ' 
death  of  Charles  Sumner  be    authorized  to  print, 
for.the  use  of  the  (  ity  Council,  one  thousand  cop- 
ies of  a  memorial  cf  Charles   Sumner,  containing 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  the  meeting    ; 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  the  eulogy  to  be  delivered  in 
Music  Hall  on  the   120th   inst. ;  the  expense  to  bo    • 
char.ed  to  the  appropriation  for  incielentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  INSPECTOR    OP  MILK. 

Alderman  Sifebbins  moved  to  take  from  the  ta-   . 
ble  Alderman  Cutter's  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  order  was  passed  to  place  the 
Inspector  or  Milk  under  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc. 

Lost,  by  a  rising  vote— 5  for,  G  against. 

HOME  FOR  THE    POOR. 

Alderman  Bower  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  communication  from  Board  of  Directors  for 
I'liblic  Institutions  trnn-miiiiiig  pi  ins  aid  esti- 
mates for  construction  of  an  edifice  for  a  "Home 
for  the  Poor." 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  the  Alderman  propose 
to  press  the  passage  of  the  orders  at  this  tune? 

Alderman  Bower— I  propose  to  move  the  refer- 
ence of  the  communication,  to  the  Committee  on 
Public.  Institutions. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any 
objection  to  the  communication  being  taken  from 
the  table,  and  referred  to  the  Commit  ee  on  Public 
Institutions.  I  think  home  one.  should  be  able  to 
explain  those  plan', for  I  think  the  estimates  enor- 
mously large,  far  beyond  anything  that  I  antici- 
pated. But  1  suppose  they  m usf  go  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  hope  the  commii  tee  will  examine  into 
them,  and  see  if  they  are  what  we  need,  what  the 
probable  cost  wiU  be  and  if  it  will  be  -anything 
like  what  it  is  estimated  there.  If  it  is,  I  shall 
have  something  to  say  about  it. 

Alderman  Ha'll— . I  hope  the  commenication  will 
be  taken  from  the  table,  and  allowed  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  It  was  laid 
upon  the  table  on  my  motion,  for  I  did  not  know 
what  disposit  on  it  was  intended  toniak"  of  it.  If 
it  is  .referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions we  can  know  what  is  to  be  the  expense  and 
become  familiar  with  this  important  subject. 

The  communication  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and,  on  motion  of  Al  lerman  Power,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

BRIGHTON  SEWER    DISCONTINUED. 

By   Alderman   Power,   for   the   Committee   on 

Sewers— 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  S.  H.  Tarbell, 
contractor  for  sewer  in  North  Howard  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  in  Frighton,  t.ie  Mini  cf  two  thousand 
three  hundred  doll  i  i-s,  in  fall  of  all  demands  for 
labor  or  mateiicB  furnished  under  hi' contract 
with  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  in  full  for  all 
claims  aris  ng  from  the  discontinuance  of  further 
work  on  said  sewer. 

Ordered,  That  the  building  of  the  s  ewer  in  North 
Howard  and  Franklin  streets  be  discontinued,  as 
atthe  present  time  rot  required  by  public  neces- 
sity. , 

Alderman    Bower — I  move  that  die  orders  take  ; 
their  second   reading  and   be  pan  ed  this  evening. 
I  suppose  that  most  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
remember  that  an  order  of  notice  was  i-siiud  for  a 
hearing   on   th?     expediency     of   building     this 
sewer.    Nobody  appeared  in  favor  of  it,  and  quite 
a   large   number   remonstrated   agamst   it.    The 
committee,    having    thoioughly  investigated    the, 
subject,  think    that  the    public  necessities    do  not 
call  for  this  sewer.   It  will  cost  *•;,-,, omi  to  construct 
it:  we  cannot  see  that  '.here  is  a  public  need  of  it,and 
therefore  deem  it  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  . 
for  theintere  tof  tin-  city  of  l.osfou  to  pay  this  con- 
tractor for  the  materials  which  he  bas'out  there, 
and  which  revert  to  the  city  and  are  estimated  to  i 
haVecotthe  contractor   sioilil.   but  m  reality  aie 
worth  to  the  city  about  £1200.    So  in  the  award, 
we  are  paying  him  somewhere  about  a  thousand  . 
dollars  to  give  up  the  contract  for  building  this  , 
sewei,  which  eve  are  satisfied  is  better  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city,  than  to  construct  the  sewer. 
The.ordtrs  wei  e  read  twice  and  passed.    . , 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  Board  ad-., 
journed.  ■       r 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    10,    1874. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alderme.i 
was.  held  a!  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  pursuant  to  a  call 
from  the  Mayor. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Eighteen  traverse  jurors  -were  drawn  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Superior  Court  (Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  William  H.  Hern, 
Church  street  and  vicinity;  John  W.  McCarm, 
Howard  Athenamm;  G.  G.  Vinal,  Ferdinand  and 
Winchester  streets;  Patrick  Falvey  and  Charles 
Greenfield,  National  dock  and  warehouse  and 
vicinity ;  Thomas  Fleming,  Kingston  street  and 
vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committer-  on  Survei/  and  Inspection  of 
Bui/iliia/s.  F.  S.  Wright,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Sixth  street,  near  P  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  John  H. 
Play's  Sons  &  Co.  it  al.,  that  Hayward  place  lie 
ex  endc  1  to  Chauncy  street. 

To  the  CommHter  on  Sewers.  G.  F.  Parkman 
et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  North  Anderson  street. 

To  the  Comin-t/ei  on  Health  on  the  Port  of  the 
Board.  P.  J.  Hayes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  one  horse  in  rear  of  37  Middle  street. 
Ward  12. 

George  Curtis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Norfolk  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pa  ring  —  Joseph  Arnold 
el  al.,  that  Park  street.  Ward  16,  be  put  in  order. 

John  P.  Ruggles  et  at.,  that  Spring-Park  street 
be  put  in  order. 

A.  C.  Richmond  et  ah,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
AVoodward  street. 

Myron  W.  Harlow  et  al.,  that  "Weld  avenue, 
Ward  17,  be  put  in  order. 

Hannah  Gately,  to  he  paid  for  grade  damages 
in  Weston  street. 

Heirs  of  John  Rush,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Bennington  street. 

Sprague,  Some  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Exchange 
place,  Kill>y  street  and  Water  street  between  Kil- 
by  and  Congress  streets,  be  paved  with  wood. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Charles  H. 
Hersev  el  al..  for  abatement  of  nuisance  caused 
by  steam  whistles  on  Hartford  &  Erie  and  Old 
Colony  railroads. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  John  G.  Ste- 
venson Post,  No.  26,  G.  A.  R.,  inviting  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  the  City  (  otineil,  ami  the  heads  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  par- 
ticipate wi-h  that  post  in  the  eer:  monies  of  Deco- 
ration Day  at  Forest  Hill.-.  Cemetery. 

On  motion  of  Aide- man  Stcbbins  the  invitation 
was  accepted  or.  the  part  of  this  Board,  and  sent 
down  for  concurrence. 

CONSOLIDATION  OF  THE   WATER  BOARDS. 

Alderman  Stcbbins  presented  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  in  accordance  with  the  peti- 
tion of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  requested  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Conned,' the  following  act,"  au- 
thorizing the  establishment  of  the  boston  Water 
Board,  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature: 

Section  1.  The  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton may  establish  by 'ordinance  a  water  'board,  to 
be  known  as  the  Boston  Water  Board,  consisting 
of  three  able  and  discreet  persons, to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
City  Council,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  C'cy  Coined  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 
The  said  board  may  be  empowered  by  said  City 
Council  to  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  "he  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  upon 


powered  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city 
of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things  which 
the  city  is  row  authorized 'to  do  m  relation  to  the 
aking  of  lands,  water  lights,  and  other  property, 
and  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  works 
and  appliances  for  supplying  the  cir.y  of  Bo.tton  or 
other  cities  and  towns  with  pure  'water.  Said 
board  may  also  establish  and  regulate  the  price  or 


rents  for  'he  u.-c  of  said  water,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  sec-ions  luch  c  and  thirteen,  of  chaptei 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  of  the  acts  of  eigh- 
teen  hundred     and    forty-six;     and    the   words 


standing  loans  representing  the  cost  of  the  water 
works. 

Sect.  2.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  shall,  upon  the  appointment 
of  the  Boston  Water  Hoard,  as  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  be  thereby  abolished;  and 
the  said  Boston  Waler  Board  shall,  so  far  as  the 
City  Council  of  said  city  may  by  ordinance,  pre- 
scribe, succeed  to  all  the  powers  and  duties  for- 
merly irested  in  said  Cochituate  Water   Board  and 


Boston  Water  Hoard  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing the  terms  for  which  they  are  respectively  ap- 
pointed. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

In  view  of  the  large  expenditures  which 'the 
city  will  be  obliged  to  make  during  the  next  few 
years  in  procuring  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
it  seems  hardly  necessaiy  to  irge  the 'importance 
of  acting  without  delay  upon  the  authority  grant- 
ed in  this  act. 

At  a  hearing  given  by  the  committee  on  the 
question  of  reorganizing  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic water  boards,  the  past  and  present  presidents 
of  those  boards  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  a  reorganization  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  John  A.  Haven,  the  President  of  the  Co- 
chituate "Water  Board,  being  unable,  on  account 
of  illness,  to  attend  the  meeting,  sent  the  foUow- 
ing  communication,  which  may  be  taken  as  ex- 
pressing substantially  the  views  entertained  bv 
"Ion.  Otis  Noreross.  President  of  the  board  in  l«;ti 
and  lKCC.  Nathaniel  .1.  Bradlee,  Esq.,  President  in 
lsiis,  lfciiii  and  PS70,  anil  Charles  H.  Allen,  Esq., 
President  in  1871  and  1872. 

Boston,  March  7, 1874. 

Alderman  S.  B.  Stehbins.  Chairman  Committee 
on  Water,  City  Council :  Dear  Sir — Last  evening  I 
received  notice  of  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  to  consider  the  recent,  order  of  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Water 
Board.  Fearing,  from  continued  indisposition, 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  meet  your  committee. 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state  to  you  briefly  my 
views  of  the  proposed  change. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  a  perma- 
nent, compact  and  working  board  of  management 
would  far  better  subserve  the  interests  of  the  city 
than  the  present  organization,  and  this  opinion  I 
know  is  concurred  in  by  many  of  the  past  active 
members  of  the  board,  including  particularly  its 
past  presidents,  Messrs.  N.  J.  Bradlee  and  C.  H. 
Allen,  as  well  as  by  many  prominant  city  offi  ers, 
past  and  present,  who  have  given  much  attention 
to  the  subject.  The  real  work,  constituted  as  is 
the  present  Water  Board,  must  of  ne- 
cessity fall  upon  some  two  or  three  of  its 
members,  and  if  these  are  actively  engaged  in 
business  of  their  own,  they  cannot  easily 
give  that  amount  of  time  and  attention  really  re- 
quired to  systematize  in  detail  the  large  amount 
of  business  in  the  dillerent  departments  so  as  to 
produce  the  best  results.  If  this  difficulty  is  found 
while  the  duty  is  confined  to  the  present  finished 
or  Cochituate  system,  it  is  likely  to  become  still 
greater  when  the  duties  of  management  are  so 
much  enlarged  by  extended  territory,  by  exten- 
sion of  the  "high 'service,  and  by  the 'labors  con- 
nected with  the  proposed  new  supply. 

The  result  of  some  four  years'  pretty  a;  five  ex- 
perience has  led  me  to  tiie  very  decided  conclu- 
sions—  • 

First— That  the  board  should  consist  of  three 
members  only. 

Second— Their  entire  time  should  be  given  to  the 
work,  for  which  they  should  be  paid  a  fair  com- 
pensation. 

Third — tl  hat  their  term  of  office  shot  Id  at  least 
embra  ;e  the  full  time  required  to  construct  the 
new  work,  and  the  settlement  of  the  great  number 
of  complicated  and  delicate  questions  Hat  must 
arise  from  the  magnitude  of  this  m>w  wotk.  The 
numerous  contracts  for  construction,  the  settle- 
ment of  land  and  other  damages,  and  the  many 
other  incidental  matters  requires,  for  successful 
results,  a  well  settled  and  continuous  business 
policy. 

While  the  board  is  being  continually  changed  in 
membership— as  under  the  present  arrangement — 
it  is  impossible  to  secure  that  desired   system  ami 
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consequent  accountability  which  bu-ine.-s  nun  of 
largely  extended  operations  would  desire  to 
make  sure  of  in  their  own  transactions:  The' 
business  operations  of  the  Water  Board  for  the 
next  five  years  will,  of  necessity,  be  large  and 
complicated,  and  its  supervision  should  be 
regular,  continuous,  and  intelligent,  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  results  of  business  success. 
More  particularly  is  it  desirable  that  the  board 
should  be  permanent,  and  guided  by  a  well-de- 
fined business  policy,  where  questions  arise  be- 
tween the  engineer  and  the  contractors,  and 
where  the  engineer  should,  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city,  be  certain  of  receiving  that  support, 
which  results  from  a  permanent  and  continuous 
policy,  in  all  controverted  questions.  . 

It  is  very  apparent,  that  the  present  organization 
of  the  board  is  not  fitted  for  the  present  enier- 

§encv,  arising  from  so  large  an  increase  in  the 
usiness,  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  the 
"Water  Committee  are  fully  satisfied  that  if  one 
reason  existed  for  the  appointment  of  a  perma- 
nent fire  commission,  many  more  reasons  exist* 
for  the  appointment  of  a  compact  and  permanent 
board  to  take  charge  of  the  rapidly  increasing 
Water  Department,  in  the  completion  of  which 
many  millions  of  dollars  nirist  be,  expended  within 
the  next  few  years.  '   ( 

I  have  been  compelled  to  give  this  matter  more 
than  ordinary  attention,  and  have  briefly,  but  1 
fear  verv  ina'dequatclv,  gi\  en  the  result  of  my  re- 
flections'; but  I  think  you  will  find  that  they  agree 
in  the  main  with  those  of  every  one  who  lias  here- 
tofore been  actively  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  works, 'or  others  of  like  magnitude. 
■     Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Johx  A.  Haves. 
To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  "the 
Legislature,  the  committee  have  prepared,  and 
wordd  recommend  the  passage  of,  the  accom- 
panying ordinance,  organizing  the  Boston  Water 
Board,  and  giving  it  all  the  powers  heretofore 
vested  in,  and  exercised  by,  the  Cochituate  and, 
Mvstie  water  boards. 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
J~ohK  T.  Clark, 
Alansqn  Ble-ELOW, 

Fred'k  Pease, 
Ebenezer  Adams, 
Aloszo  Wabrm, 
Wji.  H.  Kest, 
Francis  Hunnewell, 

Committee. 
Water 


An    Ordinance   to   Establish  the 

Board. 
Be  it   ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows : 

Section  1.  In  the  month"  of  May,  in  the  year 
1874,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  and  con- 
firmation of  the  City  Council,  three  persons  to 
constitute  the  Boston  Water  Board.  One  mem- 
ber of  said  board  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
1875 ;  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the 
year  1876;  and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  the  year  1877.  In  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  year  1875,  and  thereafterwards  an- 
nually in  the  month  of  April,  the  Mayor  shall  ap- 
point, subject  to  like  confirmation  and  apl  roval, 
one  person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water  Board 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  the  first  Monday 
of  the  following  May.'  The  persons  so  appointed 
shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any  other  busi- 
ness.   Any  member  of   said  board  shall,  at  any 


from  any  cause,  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner 
in  whicli  the  original  appointments  are  herein  di- 
rected to  be  made.  For  their  services  the  mem- 
bers of  said  board  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  may  froin  time  to'  time  deter- 
mine. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  members  Of  said  board  first 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman ; 
and  annually  thereafterwards,  the  said  board 
shall  organize  on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  They 
shall  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be  a  member  of 
the  board:  and  they  shall  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  their. own  government,  and  for  the 
government  of  all  subordinate  officers  appointed 
by  them,  as  thev  may  deem  expedient. 

Sect-.  3  The  Boston  Water  Board,  as  hereby 
constituted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers 


vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to.  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  the 
Mvstie  "Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
now  in  force  ;  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and  assist- 
ants, in  addition  to  the  engineer  and  water 
registrar  elected  by  the  City  Council,  as 
thev  niav  deem  necessary,  and  mav  fix  their  com- 
pensation and  tic  compensation  of  the  clerk  be- 
fore mentioned;  provided  that  the  expenditures 
incurred  bv  said  board  shall  not  exceed  "~ 


sly  appropriated  by 
I  'and  maintenance, 


Or  for  the  repair  and  enlargement  of  the  water 
works. 

Sect.  4.  The  account  of  expenses  and  revenue 
of  the  Mvstie  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  seperate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  the  Water 
Department ;  and  the  excess,  if  any, of  revenue  over 
expenditure  and  inteiesf  on  loans  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  anv  loans  made  heretofore  or  hereafter  on 
account  of  the  said  Mystic  Water  Works.  All 
contracts  now  exi-ting' with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,  for  the  supply  of  water  to  other  cities  and 
towns,  shall  continue  in  force,  and  shall  not  be 
modified  or  annulled  except  by  an  order  of  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  approved  by  a  two-thirds' 
vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  5.  The  Citv  Engineer  shall  be  consulting- 
engineer  to  the  Boston  Water  Board,  and  shall 
have  the  superintendence  of  all  engineering  works 
in  the  Water  Department. 

Sect.  6.  Whenever  the  said  Boston  Water 
Board  shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any 
work  or  furnishing  any  materials  or  supplies  for 
the  water  works,  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  ■  work,  and  schedules  of  the  ma- 
terials or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  rile 
in  the  office  of  said  board,  and  shall  at  all  times 
during  office  hours  be  open  to  public  in- 
spection. The  bids  for  the  doing  of  such  work,  or 
furnishing  such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  in- 
closed in  sealed  envelopes,  directed  to  said  board, 
and  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  bond  to 
the  city,  or  collateral  securities  to  such  an 
amount,  not  less  than  five  per  centum  of 
the  estimated  value  of  the  contract,  as  the 
Water  Board  may  designate,  conditioned  that 
the  bidder  shall  execute  the  work  for  the  price 
mentioned  in  his  bid,  and  according  to  the  plans 
and  specifications,  in  case  the  contract  shall  be 
awarded  to  him.  The  said  bids  shall  be  publicly 
opened  at  the  hour  and  place  designated  in  the 
advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Water  Board. 

If  the  lowest  bidder  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
accept  the  contract  within  a  reasonable  time,  or' 
if  he  accepts  but  does  not  execute  the  contract 
and  give  the  proper  security,  it  shall  be  readver- 
tised  and  re-let  as  hereinbefore  provided.  The 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  board  from  rejecting  any  or  all 
bids  which  may  be  offered  under  their  advertise- 
ments. 

Sect.  7.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  annual- 
ly, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February,  send  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  the  Water  Department  an  estimate  in  de- 
tail of  the  appropriations  required  by  said  depart- 
ment during  the  financial  year  next  ensuing;  and 
also  an  estimate  of  income  from  water  rents  ami 
other  sources.  All  bills  for  expenditures  from  the 
appropriations  for  the  Water  Department  shall  be 
drawn  for  by  the  board,  examined  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  and  approved  by  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  before  they  are  paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Sect.  8.  The  said  board  shall  annually,  in  the 
month  of  May.  present  to  the  City  Council  a  re- 
port made  up  to  and  including  the  thirtieth  day 
of  the  preceding  April,  containing  a  full  and  com- 
prehensive statement  of  the  acts  of  the  board  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Water 
Works,  together  with  such  other  information  or 


reports  from  the    City  Engineer  and  the  Water 
Registrar. 

Sect.  9.  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Water  Department,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It 
shall  he  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine 
as  often  as  once  in  each  month  the  records,  ac- 
counts and  contracts  of  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
All  requests  for  appropriations  for  said  depart- 
ment shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the 
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said  committee  before  they  arc  acted  upon  by  the 
City  Council. 

Sect.  10.  .  Upon  the  first,  organization  of  said 
Boston  Water  Board,  as  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  ordinance,  official  notice  thereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  President  to  the  Coehituate 
"Water  Board  and  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  and, 
upon  the  receipt  of  \  said  notice  by  said 
boards,  they  .  shall  cease  to  exercise  any 
of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of 
the  duties  heretofore  vested  in  them,  and  shall 
deliver  to  the  said  Boston  Water  Board  all  the 
official  books,  accounts,  maps,  deeds,  records, 
contracts  and  papers  in  their  possession,  and  also 
all  property  of  whatever  description  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Boston  which  has  heretofore  been 
under  their  care  and  custody. 

Sect.  11.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, the  repeal  to  take,  effect  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Boston  Water  Board  as  herein  provided. 
The  subordinate  officers,  assistants  and  agents 
holding  office  in  the  Water  department  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Coehituate  Water  Board  or  the  .Mystic 
Water  Board,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  offices 
until  their  successors  are  appointed,  or  they  are 
removed.  The  present  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  Watev Department  shall 
perforin  the  duties  provided  in  the  ninth  section 
during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  ordinance  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  with  in- 
structions to  report  forthwith  whether  it  is  in 
proper  form. 

Alderman  Cutter— Who  drew  up  this  ordinance? 
-  Alderman  Stebbins— It  comes  from  and  was 
drawn  up  by  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  the 
reference  is"  to  see  whether  we  did  our  work  prop- 
erly or  not. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
so  that  it  may  be  referred  simply,  without  any  in- 
structions. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  prefer  to  have  the  ordi- 
nance go  with  the.  instructions.  The  subject  of 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  waterboard  will 
come  before  the  Council  when  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  make  their  report.  All  that  commit- 
tee have  to  do  is  to  see  whether  the  ordinance  is  in 
due  form,  and  when  they  report  we  can  then  dis- 
cuss the  question  whether  it  is  expedient  to 
establish  the  new  Water  Board. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of. 
Alderman  Harris,  and  it  resulted  5  for,  4  against. 
The  Chairman  declared  the  amendment  adopted. 
,  Alderman  Peters— I  doubt  the  vote ;  as  no  Alder- 
man has  been  excused  there  should  have  been 
more  than  nine  votes. 

The  Chairman — A  quorum  has  voted. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  ask  for  a  verification  of 


too  late  for  the  motion  ? 

The  Chairman— It  is  too  late,  the  amendment 
having  been  declared  adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote. 

-  Alderman  Cutter— I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  the  Charlestown  District. 
I  do  not  believe  in  hampering  our  committee.  Let 
subjects  go  to  them  without  instructions.  What 
is  the  use  of  sending  anything  to  them  with  in- 
structions and  making  machines  of  them?  I  de- 
sir,e  to  hear  the  views  of  committees,  and  not 
to. place  them  under  instructions. 

Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

The   motion   to    refer,  as    amended,  was   then 
adopted,  and    the   ordinance   was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  without  instructions. 
the  smallpox  hospital. 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  1, 
,  Bostox,  April  la.  1874.        ( 
,;To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City   Council— 
Respectfully  represents   the  Board   of   Health  of 
this  city,  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  1*73, 
we  took  possession  of   the   almshouse  on  Marcella 
street,  in  this  city,   for  a.  smallpox   hospital  from 
necessity  ;  that  at  that  time   there   were   upwards 
of  six  hundred  eases  of  smallpox   in  our  city;  that 
it  long  ago  ceased  to  be  an  epidemic  here,  and  that 
for  a  long  time  we  have    not  needed  accommoda- 
tions so  ample,   or    territory    so    valuable;   but 
we    still   need    some    place    in    case   it   breaks 
out    anew;    smallpox    is    still    in    this    Common- 
wealth    and     prevalent     elsewhere.     We    feel 


that  we  should  not  fee  justified  in  giving  up 
this  hospital,  therefore,  until  another  is  pro- 
vided. But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  other 
places  might  be  provided  where  the  annoyance 
and  the  expense  would  be  so  much  less,  and 
the  people  at  the  Highlands  have  patiently 
borne  the  annoyance  of  having  this  hospi- 
tal in  their  midst  so  long ;  we  respectfully  ask 
that  sonie  other  suitable  provision  mav  be  at  once 
made  whereby  the  present  hospital  may  with 
safety  be  abandoned. 

A.  W.  Boaudhas,  Chairman. 
The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health. 

ORDERS    TO  PAY. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  street  damages,  as 
follows:  William  F.  Weld,  .87650,  widening  of  Con- 
gress street:  W.  A.  Word,  .817S7,  widening  and  ex- 
tension of  Emerson  street;  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson, 
§150,  additional  damages  on  account  of  widening 
of  Magazine  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

ORDERS  FOR  SEWERS. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers — 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Ericsson 
street,  between  High  and  Eulton  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Chelsea 
street,  between  Brooks  and  Prescott  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Orderfor  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Princeton 
street,  easterly  1  rom  Prescott  street.  Bead  twice 
and  passed. 

SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS    OF  VOTERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
quested to  report  for  the  consideration  of  the 
City  Council  an  order  establishing  the  salaries  of 
ffhe  registrars  of  voters,  to  be  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  60  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1874. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  HORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  entitled,  "An 
Act  in  relation  to  the  Boston  Normal  School  in  the 
City  of  Boston,"  it  is  provided  as  follows— 

Section  1.  The  action  of  the  City  Council  and  of 
the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  the  school  called  the 
Boston  Normal  School  is  ratified,  confirmed 
and  made  valid,  to  the  same  extent  as  if, 
prior    to    the    establishment    tnereof,    and  dur- 


ing its  continuance,  and  at  the  present  time,  the 

said  City  " 

either  of   them,  had  authority   to   establish   and 


Council  and  said  School  Committee,  or 


maintain  the  same ;  and  the  said  School  Commit- 
tee shall  have  the  same  power  to  maintain  and 
continue  the  said  Normal  School  as  they  have  now 
to  maintain  and  continue  the  other  public  schools 
of  said  city. 

Now.  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  pav-roll  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Normal  School  be  made  up  from  the  date  of 
the  last  payment  to  correspond  to  the  pay-rolls  of 
the  other  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  that 
the  same  be  allowed  and  paid  in  the  usual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  the  incidental  expenses  incurred 
by  the  School  Committee  in  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Normal  School .  be  allowed  and  paid 
when  audited  and  approved  in  the  usual   manner. 

The  orders  were  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins — As  this  act  is  binding  upon 
the  city,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  against 
the  passage  of  these  orders;  and  that  those  teach- 
ers may  be  paid  the  salaries  which  have  been  due 
them  since  the  first  of  last  July,  1  move  that  the 
orders  take  their  second  reading  and  be  passed  at 
the  present  time. 

.  Alderman  Cutter — What-  are  the  incidental  ex- 
penses referred  to  in  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  uuderstand  that  .they  are 
very  small,  principally  some  advertising  bills, 
amounting  to  about  .$50.  The  pay-rolls  of  the 
teachers  for  ten  months  amount  to  $5716.  The  in- 
cidental expenses  are  very  small. 
■  Alderman  Cutter-r-I  do  no,t  feel  like  voting 
for  those  orders  today..  I  knew  nothing  about 
them  until  they  were  introduced  here,  and  there- 
fore move  that  the  orders  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  put  and  declared-lost. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  doubt  that  vote,  Mr.  .Chair- 
man.   It  seems  to  ins  that  when  a  member  of-  this 
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ought  to  lie  over.    It  can  be  taken  up  at  the  regu- 
lar meeting  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Ordinarily  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  delay ;  but  here  is  an  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  by  which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  these  teachers.  Payment  has  already 
been  delayed  ten  months,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason"for  further  delay  now.  I  perhaps  might 
sympathize  with  the  Alderman  in  wishing  that 
the  act  had  not  been  passed;  but  it  has  been 
pa«sed  and  is  binding  upon  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter^-  While  I  am  "not  inclined  to 
keep  these  teachers  out  of  their  pay,  I  am  dispos- 
ed to  know  what  orders  are  before  1  vote  for  them. 
If  the  School  Committee  have  incurred  an  expense 
in  running  this  school  illegally,  it  is  a  question 
with  me  whether  it  is  legal  for  the  City  Council  to 
reimburse  them.  And  it  is  a  question  with  me 
whether  this  matter  has  been  attended  to  properly 
at  the  State  House  by  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  I  have  seen  no  evidence  of  it;  we  have  had 
a  committee  there  all  the  time,  and  yet  this  bill 
has  been  passed  without  any  opposition  so  fax  as 
I  know.  I  do  not  know  but  this  Government  is 
right  in  taking  a  stand  against  the  School  Com- 
mittee conducing  affairs  illegally  and  then  get- 
ting the  Legislature  to  pa>s  an  ,!'■(  -hieldiug  them. 
It  is  desirable  for  members  of  this  Board  to  kuow 
what  is  the  object  of  this  order  and  all  about  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  normal-school  mat- 
ter has  been  before  this  Board  for  several  weeks, 
and  heretofore  I  have  refrained  from  saying  any- 
thing upon  it,  either  as  to  the  propriety  'of  contin- 
uing the  school,  or  the  action  of  the  Legislature. 
The  action  of  the  legislative  committee  has  been 
referred  to  before,  but  it  comes  so  pointedly 
now  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  some- 
thing in  reply.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  early 
in  the  session,  asking  in  behalf  of  the 
City  Council  that  the  State  would  establish 
a  normal  school  in  the  city  of  Boston.  That  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Education  of  the  Legislature  and  several 
hearings  where  had,  at  which  the  city  was  repre- 
sented by  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters 
and  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor,  It  was  urged 
at  great  length  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
State  to  furnish  these  notmal  schools  where- 
ever  they  were  needed;  arguments  were  pre- 
sented in  great  variety  <>f  forms  in  favor  of  the 
State  establishing  the  school.  The  Committee  on 
Education  asked  what  the  city  of  Boston  was  will- 
ing to  do,  stating  that  the  city  of  Worcester , where 
they  are  now  building  a  normal  school,  had  fur- 
nished the  land,  while  the  State  erected  the  build- 
ing. The  question  was  asked  if  Boston  would  do 
the  same  as  Worcester  had  done.  My  reply  was 
that,  although  I  was  not  authorized  to  speak  by 
authority,  I  had  no  doubt  the  city  would  furnish 
the  land*  We  were  met  at  the  second  hearing, 
however,  by  a  petition  signed  by  the  Alderman 
on  my  right  (Alderman  Prescott)  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  asking  that  the  Legislature  legal- 
ize what  is  known  as  the  present  Normal  School. 
The  legislative  committee  then  decided  that 
both  petitions  should  be  heard  together.  It  was 
well  understood  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Education  was  also  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Boston.  Several  teachers 
and  members  of  the  School  Committee  were  there 
to  urge  the  claims  of  the  present  Normal  School. 
We  felt  from  the  beginning  that  the  committee 
would  report  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  case  was  presented  with 
all  possible  force  on  the  part  of  the  committee; 
the  advantage  of  such  a  school  here,  the  justice 
of  the  petition,  were  presentedin  every  form  that 
they  could  be.  Objection  was  even  made  to  this 
bilf  legalizing  the  acts  of  the  School  Committee 
and  to  the  continuance  of  the  school.  Although  no 
objection  was  offered  to  an  act  legalizing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  we  did  object 
very  strongly  to  continuing  the  school.  But  the 
Legislature  saw  fit  to  pass  an  act  legalizing  the 
school  and  authorizing  the  city  of  Bo-ton  to  con- 
tinue it  in  future.  Those  salaries  must  be  paid  in 
accordance  with  that  act,  and  these  orders  are  to 
pay  them. 

Alderman  Prescott— As  I  have  been  referred  to 
in  this  discussion  I  desire  to  say  one  word.  The 
Alderman  on  my  left  has  referred  to  me  a^  having 
signed  a  petition  for  legalizing  the  Normal  School. 
I  did  so.  not  as  a  member  of" this  Board,  or  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  but  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen,  believing  that  that  school  was  an  es- 
sential adjunct  to  our  public  school  system.    But 


I  signed  that  petition  after  I  knew,  or  understood 
that  the  committee  had  refused  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion for  a  normal  school.  This  or^er  seems  to  me 
to  be  merely  a  matter  of  form.  The  city  is  legally 
hound  to  pay  those  expenses  which  have  been  in- 
curred since  the  first  of  June  last.  I  trust  the  or- 
der will  pa3s  and  go  to  the  Common  Council  to- 
night. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble was  lost,  and  the  orders  were  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Stebbins 
(hoping  it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 

REPORTS. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in. favor  of  granting  leave  to  the  Boston  Protec- 
tive Department  to  erect  an  iron  and  wooden  sta- 
ble on  the  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Franklin 
streets.     Accepted. 

The  Chairman  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
fa\or  of  granting  leave  to  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles  to  re- 
move one  tree  from  the  sidewalk  on  Richmond 
street,  Ward  16 ;  and  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  A. 
T.  Rowe  to  cut  down  two  trees  on  the  sidewalk 
opposite  49  Forest  street,  the  same  having  become 
decayed  and  dangerous.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  SALARY    BILL. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Board  non-concurred  in  the  amend  J 
ment  to  the  Salary  bill  allowing  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  $400  for  services  as  secretaiy  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall— ( in  this  motion  I  would  like  te 
say  one  word.  At  the  last  meeting  this  subject 
met  with  a  good  deal  of  discussion  and  some  op- 
position. I  thought,  at  the  time,  that  if  the  gen- 
tlemen composing  this  Board  could  have  a  few 
hours  to  think  of  the  worth  of  the  man  they  were 
denying  a  just  compensation  for  his  services,  some 
of  them  might  ehanue  their  views,  and  vote  that 
he  should  have  $4000.  Here  is  a  man  who  superin- 
tends the  expenditure  of  $1,700,000  a  year,  who 
employs  four  hundred  men  for  the  citv,  and  has 
three  hundred  miles  of  streets  to  care  for,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  he  must  be  worth  $4000  at  least. 
In  making  the  motion  to  reconsider,  I  had  also  in 
view  the  fact  that  if  this  bdl  went  back  to  the 
Common  Council  it  would  open  every  other  sec- 
tion in  the  order,  that  an  interminable  debate 
would  ensue,  and  we  should  hardly  know  when, 
we  should  ever  get  through  the  Salary  bill.  If 
this  motion  to  reconsider  shall  be  laid  "upon  the 
table  until  the  next  regular  meeting,  I  think  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Board  will  vote 
to  pass  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  senior  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  (Alderman  Power),  who  is  detained  from 
the  Board  on  account  of  an  urgent  business  en- 
gagement, desired  that  I  would  pair  off  with  him 
on  any  matter  connected  with  the  Salary  bill,  and 
I  therefore  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  request  was  granted. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  very  little  feeling  upon 
this  matter.  There  was  a  very  general  discussion 
of  the  subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board, 
and  I  was  surprised  that  any  gentleman  should 
move  a  reconsideration,  but  that  having  been  the 
case  I  supposed  this  meeting  had  some  reference 
to  the  disposition  of  that  motion,  which  I  suppose 
is  necessary  in  order  that  the  bill  ma v  go  to  the 
Council  for  concurrent  action.  I  hope  the  motion 
will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but  will  be  dis- 
posed of  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  again  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  amendment  and  the  laying  of  this  motion  to 
reconsider  upon  the  table  until  we  can  have  a  fair 
opportunity  to  consider  it.  The  only  reason  I  have 
yet  heard  given  why  this  salary  should  not  be  paid 
is  that  some  members  of  this  Board  have 
opposed  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
other  superintendents  who  deserve  to  have  their 
salaries  raised.  I  am  surprised  at  the  persistency 
with  which  those  gentlemen  oppose  the  increase 
ef  the  salary  of  this  man.  who  lias  more  to  do  than 
any  other  man  the  city  of  Boston  employs.  On 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote— yeas  5,  nays  5, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Worthington— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott— 5. 
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-As  I  understand  it,  the  Board 
I  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
>uneil,  but   the  section   is  still 


Alderman 
has  simplv 
of  the  Com 
open  to  amendment. 

Alderman  Emery— Has  not  this  sum  been  re- 
jected some  time  ago  when  the  salary  of  that  offi- 
cer was  considered  ? 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  the  privilege  of 
answering  the  gentleman.  The  -alary  was  fixed 
at  syuoo,  ami  the  Council  voted  him  S400  addition 
for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  That  the  Board  refused  to  concur-in, 
and  now  we  wish  to  make  his  salary  §4000. 

Alderman  Peters— Before  the  vote  is  taken  upon, 
this  motion  I  wish  to  state  one  thing.  At  the  last 
meeting  the  Chair  ruled  that  this  section  only  was 
left  open.  I  wish  to  enter  a  respectful  appeal 
from  that  decision. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that  un- 
less the  Alderman  raises  some  new  question, 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting  is  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Peters — 1  move  to  amend  section  four, 
relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
1'ublie  Buildings,  so  a's  to  make  that  officer's  sala- 


section  has  been  adopted  and  a  reconsideration 
has  been  refused. 

Alderman  Peters — From  that  decision  1  must  re- 
spectfully appeal. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  put,  and  the 
Chair  was  sustained. 

Alderman  Peters — I  now  renew  my  motion  to 
amend  section  three,  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  $4000. 

The  Chairman— If  the  motion  is  to  amend  the 
amendment  which  came  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, it  is  in  order ;  but  a  direct  motion  to  make  the 
salary  $4000  is  not  in  order.  Does  the  Chair  under- 
stand the  Alderman  to  make  the  motion  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council,  or  as  a  direct  motion  to  make  the  salary 
§4000;  and  that  the  Superinteudednt  be  allowed 
no  pay  for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving? 

Alderman  Peters— I  offer  it  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  to  lay  that'  motion 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  that  motion  to  amend 
retain  the  Salary  bill  here  ?  "  If  it  does- 
Alderman  Peters— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
a  member  who  has  been  excused  from  voting  on 
this  subject  cannot  take  part  in  the  debate. 
*  The  Chairman— The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  made  the  motion  to  lay  up- 
on the  table  because  one  Alderman  is  absent  and 
another  has  tied  himself  up  so  that  he  cannot  give 
any  intelligence  upon  this  subject.  It  seems  to 
me  we  had  better  let  this  matter  lie  over. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
settled  at  the  present  time ;  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  tie  it  up  by  laying  it  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  tlTe  amendment  upon  the 
table  was  lost,  and  the  question  recurred  again 
tipon  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad; 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


APRIL    16,    it 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  W.  L.  Burt,  Haley  &  Morse,  L.  W. 
Simons,  Mrs.  Mary  Ro.-s,  Alexander  Farquhar- 
son,  John  Mulrady,  B.  S.  Wright,  and  John  H. 
Fray's  Sous  &  Co.,  et  al.;  communication  from 
the 'directors  of  public  institutions  transmitting  a 
description  and  estimates  of  the  proposed  Home 
for  the  Poor;  and  communication  from  Charles 
H.  Brainard  and  others,  presenting  to  the  eity  a 
portrait  of  Charles  Sumner.  Severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  printing  of  one  thousand 
copies  of  a  memorial  of  Cliailes  Sumner,  contain- 
ing the  uroceedings  .if  the  City  Council,  the  meet- 
ing in  Fanueil  Hall,  and  the  eulogy  to  he  de- 
livered in  Music  Hall.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  to  he  made,  after 
April  15,  for  raising,  moving  and  underpinning 
buildings  in  Northampton-street  district. 

The  order  having  been  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5  said— 

If  there  i's  no  objection  I  move  that  the  rule  he 
Suspended  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading  at  this  time.  It  was  intended  to  go  in  at 
the  last  meeting,  but  there  was  so  much  other 
business  it  could  not  be  presented.  It  is  quite 
important  to  have  the  order  passed  tonight  that 
the  work  may  go  on  at  once,  as  the  season  is  get- 
ting late. 

The  rule  was  suspended — 10  for,  0  against — and 
the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street district  to  expend  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000  for  any  one  object  connected  with 
the  improvement  of*  said  district.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  extra  lights  to  be  furnished 
on  the  Northampton-street  district  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  thereon.  Read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Health  pro- 
posing the  abandonment  of  the  Marcella-street 
Smallpox  Hospital.  Referred  in  concurrence  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

Invitation  of  Post  No  26  G.  A.  R.  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day  at  Forest  Hills  Cemetery. 
Accepted. 

Orders  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  of  the  Normal  School  and  the  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  School  Committee  in  con- 
duct ing  said  school. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  orders  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
.  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— If  the  gentleman  from 
Wara  9  will  reflect  a  moment,  I  think  lie  will  see 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  reference. 
The  Legislature  has  passed  a  law  ,  legaliz- 
ing this  school,  and  there  is  but  one 
thing    for   the     City     Government    to    do,    and 


the  teachers  and  to  pay  the  incidental  expenses  of 
the  School  Committee,  which  amount  to  about  $50, 
I  am  told. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  moved  the  reference  in 
order  to  get  at  the  tacts.  We  have  got  to  pay  the 
teachers,  \  know,  but  the  order  is  written  in  a 
very  blind  and  general  way.  There  would  be  no 
ing  it  to  the  committee  to  get  the 
items. 


teachers,  '-.   know,  but  the    order  is  written  in  a 
very  blind  and  genet 

harm   in  referring  it  to  the  committee  to  get  1 
'  ;ems. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  not  prevail ;  and  that  we  shall  pass  this 
order  to  pay  those  teachers  their  money,  as  they 
have  not  had  their  salaries  since  last  July.  I 
think  the  position  which  the  city  has  held  in  re- 
gard to  the  teachers  of  this  school  is  not  very  hon- 
orable, to  say  the  least.  Now  that  the  Legislat- 
ure has  passed  an  act  legalizing  the  school,  it 


passed  until  next  week  ,  it,  will  ..he,,  too  date 
for  them  to  get  their  money  this  month.  The  .sal- 
aries of  those  teachers  were  established,  by,  the 
School  Committee,  and  the.  pay  roll  will  be  made 
up  in  the  nsual  form.  . 

The, motion  of  Mr. Page  to  vefer  was  lost:  the 
orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  On,  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward,  ,10,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended—46  for,  3  against— and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence, 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr.  Brackett  (hoping 
it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Water  (City  Doc. 
No.  40),  transmitting  an  act  authorizing  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards,  and  submitting  an  ordinance  providing 
for  such  consolidation.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Ordinances  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  construction  of 
a  new  drop  and  tank  at  South  Ferry,  and  for  a 
coal  shed  at  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding  $14,000 
and  $40i)ii  respectively.  'Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  repaying  with  small  granite 
blocks  the  avenues,  in  city  proper  and  East  Bos- 
ton, leading  to  the  North  Ferry,  at  not  exceeding 
$10,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  appointment  of  special 
watchmen  for  Northampton-:- tieet  district,  at  a 
compensation  for  each  of  not  exceeding  $3  per 
day.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District  to  employ  a  superintendent  of 
work  on  said  district  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding $5  per  day.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher-of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Charles 
Burrill,  requesting  the  payment  of  $40,000  in  con- 
formity to  the  order  passed  September  12, 1870. 
Laid  upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—  etition  of  M.  B. 
Leonard  and  ninety-six  others,  representing  that 
there  are  some  twenty  tanneries,  the  sewage  from 
which  flows  into  Mystic  Pond,  and  praying  that  a 
suitable  drain  or  sewer  may  be  built  to  convey  the 
said  sewage  or  other  impurities  to  some  point  be- 
low the  outlet,  or  dam  of  said  pond.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Franklin 
Proctor  et  al.,  for  an  investigation  into  the  con- 
tract for  removal  of  house  offal  from  twelve  wards 
in  the  city,  representing  that  the  same  was  not 
awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  and  that 
thereby  the  city  is  losing  thousands  of  dollars.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

.ELECTION  OF  TRUSTEES  OF   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  candidates  for  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  George  Putnam  and  William  E. 
Perkins  as  Trustees  at  large  for  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  next.  ,       . 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  0— This  matter  has  been  pend- 
ing in  the  Council  several  weeks,  and  during  that 
time  tickets  bearing  the  names  of  candidates  have 
been  upon  the  members'  desks.  I  therefore  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  election  may 
take  place  this  evening. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  an  election  was  or- 
dered. Messrs.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  Train  of  Ward 
13,  and  Sprague  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  conr- 
mittee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32  ' 

George  Putnam 60 

William  E.  Perkins ; 29   ': 

Weston  Lewis 40 

,    Charles  L.  Woolbury ,.. 4 

And  Messrs.  Putnam  and  Lewis  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

'      REPORTS  OF  COMMITT.EES.  . 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  Judiciary,  reported 
that  the  order  accepting  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  on  the  10th  of  March,  1874,  establishing  a 
Board  of,  Registrars  of  Voters  in  the  city  of  Boston 
and  regulating  the  preparation  and  revision  of 
the  voting  lists,  winch  was  referred  to  said  comr 
mittee,  ought  to  pass.,  ■ 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order,  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed,  in  concurrence.,  , 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets— 
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COMMON       COUNCIL; 


,1  on  the   south- 

sant   streets,  the 
id  into  the   city 

the  question  was 


IlKlt in 


feet. 


veutv- 


■  Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— Tl 
five  thousand  feet  of  land  1 
'  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— 
in  possession  of  that  land, 
rriittee  want  to  sell  it? 

The  President— Is  the  Council  ready  for  the 
question? 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— If  the  gentleman  is  not 
able,  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject  I  hope 
the  ruder  will  be  postponed.  I  move  that  it  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  is  a  lot  of  land  which 
the  city  took  or  bought  from  the  Providence  Rail- 
road—the site  of  the  depot.  In  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  the  city  had  to  buv  the  lot  on 
Madison  place.  It  comprises  now  about  23. Dim 
feet.  The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
think  this  is  the  best  time  to  sell  that  land,  as  it 
will  bring  more  now  than  at  any  other  time.  The 
city  is  receiving  no  rent  from  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  same  commit- 
tee— ' 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  city 
between  Columbus  avenue,  Eliot  street  extended 
and  Pleasant  street,  containing  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  'square  feet,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated 
May  31,  1873,  arid  deposited  in  his  office,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  and  dedicated  as  a 
public  ground  to  be  kept  open  forever. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the  ques- 


thi-  lot 


the  i 


Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  is  a  little  piece  of  land 
which  was  taken  in  connection  with  the  lot  near 
the  Providence  Railroad  depot  and  the  Madi- 
son-place estate.  Two  years  ago,  the  committee 
on  Streets  thought  it  was  desirable  that  this  little 
lot,  which  is  triangular  shaped,  shoulu  be  kept 
open,  and  it  has  remained  so  from  that  time  till 
now.  The  value  of  the.  land  on  Madison  place  and 
Eliot  street  will  be  enhanced  by  keeping  this  lot 
open,  and  the  committee  think  that  would  be  the 
best  policy  for  the  city.. 

The  order  wras  passed. 

SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

■  The  President  submitted  an  order,  which,  had 
been  omitted  among  the  papers,  from  the  Hoard  of 
Aldermen,  lequesting  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
to  report  an  order  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  to  be  appointed  under  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  at  its  present  session.  The  order 
was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

ELEVATOR  FOR  CITY  HALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the.  order 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
"place  an  elevator  in  City  Hall,  at  an  expense  not 
to  exceed  Sl2,iino,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the  ques- 
tion put  upon  its  passage  and  it  was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Burditt  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  order 
was  passed— yeas  14,  navs  23,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Peal.  ISearce,  Boardman, 
Brown,  Burditt,  burgess,  i  olliiis,  (  rocker.  Crow- 
lev,  Cudworth,  ,Dean,  Dennv,  Flatlev,  Flvnn, 
Fuller,  (iordori,  Hine,  Hunnew'ell.  Jennings,  Kent, 
Boring.  Mi-Cartv,  Morse,  Xoves.  Page,  l'eabodv, 
Perkins,  Powers",  Shaw,  Siblcv,  Spr'uguc,  Sweat, 
Swcytsor.  Thacher,  \\  albridge,  Warren,  West, 
Weston,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Willcutt,  Woodward— 14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Bleiler,  Braekett, 
Butler,  Crowley,  i  Cushman,     Daeey,    Day,    Gold- 


Train,  Woods— 23. 

Absent  or    not    voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bent, 
Davis, -Harrington.  Hicks,  Leach— 6. 


THE  HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That .  v,  hen   this  Council  adjourn  it  he 

to   Thursday  evening  next,    at  eight  o'clock  P.  M., 

and  that  said  hour  he  the  time  of  meeting  until 

otherwise  ordered. 

Read  twice,  and  passed. 

THE   HARBOR  OF  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  'that  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Harbor  forthwith  consider  and  report  upon 
the  effect  upon  Bong  Island  and  the  harbor  of  the 
taking  of  gravel  from  said  island,  and  upon  the 
communication  upon  said  subject  already  referred 
'to  said  committee. 

,  Mi-.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Being  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Harbor,  it  might,  perhaps, 
seem  a  little  irregular  for  me  to  ask  for  the 
passage,  of  an  order  that  that  committee  should 


year,  and  is  still  before  it.  I  ought  to 
state,  however,  that  before  I  presented  the  or- 
der, I  conferred  with  my  colleagues  in  this 
branch     upon     the    subject,     and"  they   unani- 


. the  City  Council  should  peremptorily  require  the 
committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  this  im- 
portant subject.  The  communication  referred  to 
in  the  order  was  one  that  came  from  General 
Thorn,  who  is  connected  with  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  in  some  way,  and  was  made  to  the 
Harbor  Commissioners,  and  by  them  communi- 
cated to  the  City  Council,  by  whom  if  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  That  communi- 
cation was  to  the  effect  that  the  sea  had  broken 
through  a  portion  of  Long  Island,  near  Sculpin 
Ledge,  and  had  diminished  Sculpin  Ledge  chan- 
nel, which  is  on  the  side  of  Long  Island  opposite 
Spectacle  Island.  Genera]  Thorn  seated  that  in 
his  judgment  the  taking  of  gravel  from  Long  Island 
had  the  effect  of  causing  the  decay  of  the  island 
and  alluded  to  the  breaking  through.  And  he 
also,  in  his  communication,  stated  that,  the  taking 
of  gravel  being  by  authority  of  the  city,  the  gen- 
eral Government  ought  not  to  be  at  the"  expense  of 
protecting  Long  Island  from  the  lavages  of  the 
ocean;  but  that  such  expense,  if  at  till,  should  be 
borne  by  the  municipal  authority  of  the  eitv 
of  Boston.  The  taking  of  this  gravel  from 
the  island,  however,  that  has  been  per- 
mitted by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— 
which  Board  has  that .  matter  in  charge — 
was"  confined  to  Bass  Point,  as  it  is  called, 
which  is  nearly  midway  .  between  Rains- 
ford  and  Gallop's  islands — a'point  of  beach  which 
makes  out  at  right  angles  from  Long  Island  into 
the  harbor.  This  point  has  been  increasing,  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Committee  on  Paving 
have  been  of  the  opinion  that,  inasmuch  as  this 
was  a  point  of  gravel  or  beach  making  out 
and  running  into  the  water  somewhat,  and 
was  only  exposed  at  low  tide— this  constant  for- 
mation of  that  point,  going  by  the  name  of  Bass 
.Point,  and  running  out  at  right  angles  from  the 
island — the  taking  of  gravel  fiom  that  point  had 
noUiing  whitever  to  do  with  the  decadence  of  the 
island  elsewhere ;  but  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  harbor  and  was  really  a  positive 
benefit  to  it  instead  of  an  injury.  And  I 
must  acknowledge,  from  the  frequent  observation 
I  have  made  of  this  particular  point— having 
sailed  by  it  very  many  times— that  it  seemed  to 
me — and  I  should  welcome  any  information  to  the 
contrary— that  the  taking  of  gravel  from  this 
point  cannot  have  any  effect  whatever  upon  the 
wash  of  the  island  elsewhere,  although  that  wash 
may  have  been  caused  by  tlis  taking  awav,  in  past 
times,  of  stones  which,  doubtless,  protected  it.'  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  General  (iuvernment 
has  been  at  a  very  great  expense,  during  a  few- 
years  past,  of  taking  large  quantities  of  gravel 
made  upon  the  end  of  the  spit  running  from  the 
Great  Brewster  that  stretches  into  the  main  chan- 
nel, which  is,  perhaps,  15H0  or  2000  feet  long— possi- 
bly more,  it  has  been  forming  and  increasimi. 
.stretching  out  into  the  main  channel,  until  the  (icn- 
eral  Government  saw  the  necessity  of  being  at  a 
very  great  expense  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it 
away,  and  keeping  the  main  -hip  channel  clear  as 
it  was  in  former  times,  ft  was  the  same  thing  at  the 
end  of  Lowell's  Island,  and  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mitfie  that  the  taking  of  gravel  from  Bass  Point 
was  of  as  much  beuent  to  that  part  of  the  harbor 
as 'was  the  taking  of  gravel  from  the  Lovell's 
Island,  as  well    as  from  the  long  spit  ..that  ran 
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from  Great  Brewster.  Now,  then,  the  reason  why 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  matter,  this  even- 
ing, and  ask  a  prompt  consideration  of  the  subject 
is,  that,  upon  reading  the  report  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners,  I  find  that  this  communication 
from  General  Thorn  is  set  out  at  large  in 
that  report,  and,  after  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Harbor  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, proceeds  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  legislation  giving  the  control  of  these  islands 
and  the  taking  of  gravel  from  them  to  the  Harbor 
Commissioners.  I  am  sure  that,  so  far  as  that 
board  is  concerned,  no  one  will  pretend  that  those 
commissioners  have  the  preservation  of  the  har- 
bor of  Boston  more  at  heart  than  the  City  Council 
of  Boston,  and  they  certainly  would  not  undertake 
to  guard  the  harbor  or  be  more  prompt  to  remedy 
an  injury  than  the  City  Council  would.  And,  cer- 
tainly, if  the  City  Government,  by  any  neglect, 
has  b'een  guilty  of  permitting  any  Maud  to  be  in- 
jured, I  am  sure  it  would  seek,  and  its  desire 
would  be  to  remedy  any  injury  or  neglect  suffered 
on  the  part  of  the  city.  The  City  Council 
ought  to  have  control  of  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
ton for  the  most  part,  and  certainly  so  far 
as  this  matter  is  concerned  it  should  not 
be  taken  away  from  the  City  Government, 
unless  it  should  appear  that  it  has  been  de- 
relict in  its  duty.  Certainly,  as  to  the  members 
of  the  other  branch  who  have  had  that  matter  in 
charge,  they  are  gentlemen  capable  of  as  full  and 
complete  knowledge  on  this  subject,  in  my  judg- 
ment, as  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Harbor 
Commissioners.  At  any  rate,  it  behooves  us  to 
have  this  matter  investigated  and  reported  upon 
promptly.  It  was  desired  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
committee  that  this  matter  should  have  been  ta- 
ken hold  of  last  year  or  early  in  this  municipal 
year;  but  it  has  been  neglected  because 
it  did  not  seem  to  be  pressed.  The  de- 
sire now  is  that  it  be  put  in  a  condition  to  be 
promptly  passed  upon,  that  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners may  see  that  the  City  Council  is  deter- 
mined to  have  the  matter  dealt  with  in  a  proper 
manner. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  glad,  indeed, 
that  my  colleague  on  the  committee  has  brought 
this  matter  before  the  City  Council.  It  may,  per- 
haps, not  be  forgotten,  that  early  last  year  f  called 
the  attention  of  the  city  Council  to  the  same  sub- 
ject and  it  was  referred 'to  the  committee.  One  or 
two  hearings  occurred  and  I  tried  to  get  the  in- 
vestigation continued,  but  after  some  considera- 
ble delay  I  found  that  the  matter  had  been  passed 
upon  by  the  part  of  the  committee  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  they  had  taken  and 
exercised  exclusive  jurisdiction",  so  that  we  had 
nothing  to  say  as  representing  this  branch  of  the 
City  Government.  It  seemed  very  strarge  tome 
that  in  a  matter  as  important  as  that  to  the  inter- 
est ofjeommerce  and  the  city  of  Boston  especially, 
nothing  whatever  came  from  that  direction.  But 
duriug  the  summer,  some  15,000  or  20,000  tons  of 
gravel  were  taken  from  that  island,  still  further 
injuring  the  harbor,  as  was  stated  by  experts  and 
by  reports  to  which  my  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee has  referred.  I  felt,  as  one  of  the  committee, 
that  it  was  one  of  those  matters  which  the  City 
Government  ought  to  have  taken  cognizance  of  as 
a  City  Government,  and  it  is,  in  my  .i~ud<rment,  one 
of  those  matters  which  call  "for  legislation. 
and  this  serves  to  illustrate  a  point  to  which 
I  have  called  attention  before,  that  even* 
committee  of  the  City  Government  that  is  called 
upon  to  act  upon  any  measure  should  be  a  j  oint  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
never  be  allowed  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  any  case  whatever— I  care  not  whether  it  be  upon 
the  harbor,  Common  or  any  other  department ;  the 
interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  demands  that  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  who  are  elected 
by  the  people,  should  pass  upon  all  those  measures 
which  are  brought  bed. re  the  proper  commiitees. 
There  is  no  better  illustration  that  I  can  *hink  of 
than  this,  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention 
cf  the  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  interests 
of  the  harbor  have  been  prejudiced  in  this  par- 
ticular; that  we,  should  have  been  allowed  to 
act  upon  the  subject  to  which  our  attention 
has  been  called;  that  we.  as  a  joint  committee, 
should  have  brought  forth  -ome  measures  which 
should  have  been  considered.  We  were  told  that 
we  should  visit  the  island  as  a  committee,  but  con- 
siderably late  in  the  summer,  or  early  in  the  fall, 
I  found  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  its 
committee,  with  its  invited  guests,  had  examin- 
ed   the    subject,    while    the    part   of   the    com- 


mittee from  the  Common  Council  were  never 
invited  and  knew  nothing  about  it  except 
what  they  saw  by  going  there  in  their  individual 
capacitv.'  I  am  glad  to  see  that  attention  has  been 
called  to  this  subject,  and  that  it  calls  for  action 
by  the  joint  standing  committee. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— While  I  am  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  the  order.  I  still  feel  that  something 
should  be  done  by  the  Chief  of  Police.  The  cus- 
tom has  generally  prevailed  to  allow  persons  a 
license  to  take  gravel  from  that  place.  They  are 
now  allowed  to  take  gravel  without  a  license,  and 
I  think  some  order  should  be  put  in  here  directing 
the  Chief  of  Police  to  prevent  the  taking  of  gravel 
from  there.  They  are  taking  it  away  now  by 
lighters,  four  or  five  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  taking  of  gravel  is 
limited  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
Bass  Point,  and  1  suppose  it  will  be  reduced  to 
that  question.  If  there  is  any  taking  of  gravel 
elsewhere  than  from  this  point,  of  course  the  com- 
mittee, if  we  have  authority  to  act  upon  that  sub- 
ject, would  report  in  favor  of  energetic  action  to 
prevent  the  taking  of  it  from  anyplace  where  by 
anv  possibility  it  could,  do  an  injury  to  the  harbor. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  these  parties 
take  this  gravel  from  any  place  they  see  tit,  and 
that  Air.  Deuham.the  proprietor  of  the  island,  has 
said  he  would  protect  them  in  removing  it  from 
anv  portion  of  the  island.  I  therefore  think  that 
if  the  Chief  of  Police  be  ordered  to  prevent  the 
taking  of  gravel  from  any  island,  it  would  be 
better. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— From  my  acquaintance 
with  this  matter,  I  see  no  necessity  for  that.  I 
think  gravel  is  not  taken  from  anywhere  else  to 
any  considerable  extent.  I  myself  'saw  a  vessel  in 
position  to  take  gravel,  but  whether  it  was  taking 
any  I  could  not  tell.  It  struck  me  that 
it  was  too  far  south  from  Bass  Point.  In  no 
other  instance  have  I  seen  a  vessel  in 
position  to  take  gravel  from  any  place  ex- 
cept within  Bass  Point.  But  if  it  should  be  deem- 
ed necessary  to  instruct  the  Chief  of  Police  or  the 
Harbor  Police  to  prevent  the  taking  of  gravel 


from  the  island,  or  any  part  of  the  island,  or  all  the 

;  particuli 
will  be   promptly  attended  to ;  and  as  this  order 


islands,  except  particular  portions,  of 


that 


provides  that  the  committee  shall  consider  this 
matter  forthwith,  I  think  the  gentleman's  object 
will  be  speedilv  attained. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  withdraw  all  objections. 

The  order  was  passed. 

WATER  PIPES  IK  BRIGHTON. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing a  main  water  pipe  at  an  early  day  into  the 
Nineteenth  Ward. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell,  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

,  THE  BURRILL  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  this  city  passed  an 
order  in  relation  to  the  claim  <»f  Charles  Burrill.on 
the  12th  day  of  September,  A.D.  1870,  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  wit.  "Ordered,  That  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  Henry  W.  Paine,  the  assignee 
of  Charles  Burrill,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars,  in  full  settlement  of  all  services  rendered 
and  monev  expended  by  said  Burrill  in  procuring 
credits  upon  the  quota  of  the  city  in  ISM,  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  fund  appropriated  for 
Incidental  Expenses,  provided  that  such  receipts 
and  discharges  shall  be  executed  by  both  said 
Burrill  and  said  Paine  as  shall  be  satisfac- 
tory to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Solic- 
itor;"  and 

Whereas,  Before  payment  was  made,  on  the  pe- 
tition-of  certain  taxpayers,  an  injunction  was 
served  upon  the  city  authorities,  restraining  them 
from  making  said  payment  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  legal  authority  to  do  so,  and  conse- 
quentlvsaid  order  was  not  carried  into  effect;  and 

Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  this  State  did,  on 
the  11th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1871,  pass  an  act  au- 
thorizing this  city  to  pay  said  sum,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit,  "The"  city  of  Boston  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  Chailes  Burrill  of  Brookline 
the  sum  of  slO.Ofio,  in  satisfaction  for  all  services 
rendered  and  money  expended  by  him  iu 
in  procuring  credits  upon  the  quota  of  'volunteers 
of  said  city,  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  in 
conformity  to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
of  said  city,  and  approved  September  12,"  1870,  and 
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may  raise  said  sum   by  taxation 
Sow,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
above-mentioned  1  aine,  assignee  of  Charles  Bur- 
rill,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand   dollars,  as  recited 


tions  therein  mentioned,  and  as  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  above  referred  to ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Reserved 
Fund. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  to  be  my  fortune 
to  be  somewhat  conspicuous  in  this  Burrill  mat- 
ter,.but  I  consider  that  a  duty,  whether  disagree- 
able or  pleasant,  had  better  be  done  than  not 
done.  My  object  in  offering  this  order  is  this:  I 
shall  move  for  itsspecial  assignnientfortwo  weeks 
from  tonight,  which  will  give  the  new  members 
an  opportunity  to  read   the   story   from  the  city 


documents.  Those  who  have  been  here  a  year  or 
two  are  perfects  familial  with  it;  they  need  no 
new  light.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  think  the  City 
Council  should  decide  noon,  for  or  against.  It  is 
proper  to  have  this  matter  .losed  tin,  and  I  there- 
fore move  the  special  assignment  of  this  order  for 
consideration  at  half -past  eight  o'clock  two  weeks 
from  to  night. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

MANAGEMENT  OF    BRANCH  LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
consider  and   report  upon  the  expediency  of   pro- 
viding local  boards  for  the  management  of   the 
several  branch  libraries. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    vi'Q.    1874. 


Tlie  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 


.11  i;..i;s     in;  \w- 


April  temi  of  the  S 


Criminal  Court. 


EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— Charles  A.  Rarnsdell,  Joseph  H. 
Thing. 
■  Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Without  Pay— Charles  H.  Board- 
man,  Allen  street  and  its  vicinity;  Frank  G.  Mar- 
tin, at  J.  E.  Maynard's  stable,  Bovdoin  square ; 
Bernard  T.  Quinn,  Tremont  row  and  Howard 
street;  "William  Roche,  St.  Joseph  Church,  Rox- 
burv. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Robert  P.  Paul. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Bragdon, 
William  Powers,  George  W.  Bragdon,  John  W. 
Bragdon,  Jr.,  Melville  C.  Bragdon,  in  the  city 
proper;  and  Charles  Dolan,  West  Roxbury. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  George  Spar- 
hawk,  to  be  paid  for  .- ods  and  loom  taken  from  his 
estate  in  Brighton  in  1873. 

Johanna  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  by 
blasting  on  Regent  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sarcei/  ami  Inspection  of 
Bnililings.  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  South  street,  near  Dudley  ave- 
nue. Ward  17. 

E.  J.  Moore,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building 
on  Maverick  street,  near  Liverpool  street. 

Francis  H.  George,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wood- 
en bu  lding  in  the  rear  of  036  Second  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market,  etc.  William  Mel- 
viii,  for  leave  to  change  his  meat  stall  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  to  a  poultry  stall,  and  to  transfer  his 
lease  to  Nahuui  Brewer. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  .Streets  on  tlie  part,  of  the 
Boon!.  Jennie  Seidenstrickei ,  to  be  paid  for  land 
damages  on  .Magazine  street. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Salaries.  Superintendent 
of  Dover-street  bridge,  to  be  allowed  an  assistant. 

To  the  Committer  on  Licenses.  Paul  West  et  al., 
remonstrance  agaiist  tlie  issue  of  any  license  to 
George  H.  Walcott  to  occupy  premises' 047  Fourth 
street,  South  Boston,  as  inhholder,  victualler,  or 
for  the  purposes  of  a  billiard  saloon  ami  bowling 
alley,  when  the  said  license  shall  have  been  ap- 
plied for  by  said  Walcott  or  his  agent. 

B.  B.  Wood,  for  the  removal  of  the  wagon  now 
standing  at  141)  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

George  Tyher,  for  vt  agon  stand  at  11  Summer 
street. 

George  M.  Morse,  for  hack  stand  at  CO  State 
s,treet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  H.  Tannenbaum, 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Terrace  street. 

To  the  Committee  oh  Bathing.  Charles  Fiske, 
for  appointment  as  superintendent  of  one  of  the 
bath-houses  in  the  Charlestown  District. 

James  S.  King,  for  appointment  as  superintend- 
ent of  a  bath-house,  he  having  received  injuries 
while  ou  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart-, 
ment.  and  having  been  incapacitated  from  doing 
any  work  on  that  account  for  more  than  a  year. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Mall.  Ancient, 
and  Honorable  Artillery  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  first  day  of  June. 

To.  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  McGinness,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Belmont  street, 
No.  3,  Charlestown. 

Francis  C.  Van  Horn,  for  leave  to'  occupy  brick 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Worcester  stre'et,  No. 
155. 

J.  S.  Erskine  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  occu- 
pancy of  stable  by  P.  J.  Haves,  rear  of  Xo.  37  Mid- 
dle street. 

Ephraim  W.  Dudley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  South  street,  corner  of 
Dudley  avenue. 

Henry  Walcott,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Fourth,  street,  near  Q, 
street. 


Frederieka  P.  Schenkl,  remonstrance  against 
erection  of  stable  byF.  C.  Van  Horn  in  rear  of 
155  Worcester  street. 

Morris  Tasker  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
occupancy  of  stable  by  Boston  Protective  Depart- 
ment,on  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Franklin  streets. 

Proprietors  of  the  Jewish  Cemetery,  for  the  ex- 
tension of  their  cemetery  at  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committer  on  Pacing.  N.  S.Wilbur, 
et  al.,  that  edgestones  and  sidewalks  be  laid  on. 
Eustis  street,  from   Dearborn  to  Hampden  street. 

Michael  Toomey,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  1C.  , 

John  B.  Voisin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Cabot  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson  et  al.,  that  Brookavenuemay.be. 
graded.  , 

Hiram  A.  Wright,  that  the  part  of  Thornton 
street  recently  accepted  be  called  Thornton  ave- 
nue. 

William  J.  Smith,  that  the  name  of  Dudley 
'  street  from  Magazine  street  to  the  old  line  of  Dor- 
chester, be  called  Stoeghton  street. 

Joseph  Dix  et  al.,  Fred  P.  Moseley  et  al.,  that, 
additional  sidewalks  be  constructed  on  a  compre- 
hensive plan  in  Ward  1G,  especially  on  the  princi- 
pal thoroughfares,  such  as  Dorchester  ^avenue, 
Adams  street,  Xeponsei  avenue  and  the  streets 
leading  to  the  railroad  station,  and  desiring  to  be 
heard  on  the  subject. 

Joshua  Jenkins,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
at  57  and  5!i  Newman  street. 

William  H.  Durrell  et  al.,  that  Columbus  avenue 
be  watered  by  the  city,  from  Berkeley  street  to 
Park  square. 

James  Dana  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  be  graded  and  finished  to  the  line  of 
widening  from  Cambridge  street  to  the  Brookline 
line. 

John  Robbins,  that  the  sidewalk  on  Kneeland 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Hudson  street,  he 
repaired. 

Horatio  Harrri  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Warren 
street,  Roxbury,  be  (banged  to  Washington  street. 

Guild,  White  &  Go..ei.aJ.,rthat  Pynehon  street 
be  paved  from  Tremont  to  Centre  street. 

Richard  Power.  Jr.,  et  at.,  that  a  -license  to 
sprinkle  Winthrop  and  Adams  street,  Charles- 
toyvn,  be  granted  to  Timothy  Colnan. 

ORDERS     OF  NOTICE  FOR    SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  hearing  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  sewers  in  Putnam  street,  be- 
tween Bennington,  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  in 
Emerson  street  between  Hand  I  streets,  were 
considered,  and  there  being  no  objection  offered, 
the  orders  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers, 

LOCATION  OF  BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN 
RAILROAD. 

By  special  assignment,  the  petition  of  the  du-ec- 
torsof  the  Boston.  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 
for  location  of  track  of  said  railroad  within  the 
city  limits  came  up  for  a  hearing. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Fierce,  counsel  for  the  corporation,  read 
the  law  under  which  the  hearing  was  had,  and  pro- 
duced maps  of  the  proposed  location.  No  one  ap- 
peared to  remonstrate,  and  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Harvard  College  §1425  for  Stony- 
Brook  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Division  street,  between  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  'foundry  street,  at  a  cost  of 
$1500.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Broadway,  from  Dorchester  to  H 
street,  with  small  granite'  blocks,  SlK.onn.     Passed. 

Order  to  pave  E  street,  from  Sixth  to  Eighth 
street,  §8000.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Magazine  street,  as  extended, 
$3000.    Passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Elmwood,  Washington 
and  Pynehon  streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Exchange  place  yvith  wood,  $900". 
Passed. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
abutters  on  Ruggles  street. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  why  the 
asse-sments  of  so  many  persons  on  Ruggles 
street  are  "abated. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  thought  that 
in  the  original  levying  of  the  assessments  there- 
had  been  a  mistake  made,  and  that  those  parties 
were  assessed  more  than  they  should  have  been. 
They  were  assessed  for  the  expense  of  a  main 
sewer  Instead  of  for  one  which  the  necessities  of 
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the  street  required.    Tin:  committee,  after  looking 
Into  the    matter,  thought  that  a  portion  of  the 
assessments  should  be  abated. 
The  order  was  passed. 

THE  SALARY   BILL. 

The  Salary  hill  was  taken  up  under  the  head  of 
unfinished  business,  on  the  motion  by  Alderman 
Peters  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  streets  slmw,  to  include  his  services  as  secre- 
tary of  Commits  e  on  Paving. 

The  chairman— Just  previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board,  a  motion 

amendment  which  came  from  the  Common  Colin-' 
cil.  The  Chair  would  now  state  that  in  hi-  opinion 
that  amendment  is  not  in  order.  The  Hoard  bav- 
ins non-concurred  with  The  Common  Council  in 
the  amendment  which  came  down  from  that  body, 
the  subject  matter  is  through  with,  so  far  as  this 
Board  is  concerned,  for  the  time  being. 

Alderman  Feters— I  should  like  "  to  ask  the 
Chair  if  the  Chair  can.  at  this  meeting,  decide  an 
amendment  out  of  order  which  wa-  ruled  in  order 
at  a  previous  meeting,  and  from  which  no  ap- 
peal was  taken. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
his  ruling  at  the  last  meeting  was  not  strictly  as 
it  should  have  been.  This  order  came  to  us  from 
the  Common  Council,  and  it  is  a  question  of  either 
concurrence  or  non-concurrence. 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Report  nominating  George  Putnam  and  William 
E.  Perkins  as  Trustees  at  large  for  the  Public  Li- 
brary came  down  with  a  cei  tiricato  of  the  election 
by  the  Common  Council  of  George  Putnam  and 
Weston  Lewis  a-  said  tiustees. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  he  was  requested  to- 
withdraw  the  name  of  William  E.  Perkins. 

Tbe  Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Aldermen 
Bigelow  and  stebbin.-  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

.,  Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

,     George  Putnam • Ij 

Weston  lewis 12 

George  Hyde 5 

Mr.  Lewis  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence, 
and  a  second  ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 8 

Necessary  t<-  a  choice 5    ' 

George  Putnam 5 

George  Hvde , 1 

(it-urge  E.  Hvde 1      ■  - 

Weston  Hyde i 

And  Mr.  Putnam  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Bigelow  explained  that  four  of  the" 
ballots  had  two  names  upon  them,  and  were  con- 
sequently thrown  out  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter  —  1  would  inquire  whether 
there,  is  not  a  majority  vote  Cast? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that,' 
where  one  person  is  to  be  voted  for  and  two  names 
are  upon  the  same  ticket,  the  only  tiling  for  the 
committee  to  do  is  to  throw  out  the  ticket  having 
two  names  upon  it. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON*  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 
-  Order  to  sell  by  auction  the  city's  land  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Eliot  and  Pleasant  streets. 
Passed.  Subsequently  the  vote  was  reconsidered 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and  the  order  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Order  for  Committee  on  the  Harbor  to  report  on 
the  su' jeet  of  taking  gravel  from  Long  Island. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  ,    , 

Order  for  Coninettee  on  Public  Library  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  local  boards  for 
branch  libraries.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  cousider 
the  expediency  of  extending  a  main  water  pipe 
into  Brighton;  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  .      - 

,  Order  for  the  construction  of  an  elevator  in  the 
City  Hall,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $12,000. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Lost,  and  the  question  was-  on  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  that  order.  I  have  the  same  opinion  now  that 
j  have  had  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  We  do 
pot  need  an  elevator  in  this  bail.  Members  of  the 
Government  have  found  no  trouble  in  reaching 
their  destination  -o  far,  and  certainly  the  elevator. 


will  occupy  space  which  will  decrease  the 
beauty  of  the  building.  I  trust  -vve  shall  not 
cut  this  building  up  in  that  way  by  plac- 
ing an  elevator  in  it.  Any  one  'passing 
through  the  corridors  and  up  the  stairway  of  this 
building  will  at  once  see  that  if  an  elevator  is  put 
in  there,  it  will  at  once  mar  the  beauty  of  the 
structure.  I  do  not  seethe  necessity  of  the  elevat- 
or. I  doubt  very  much  about  business  men  rid- 
ing up  and  down  in  this  elevator,  and  it  will  be 
used  only  by  those  who  are  loafing  about  the  hall. 
Those  who  have  business  to  do  will  not  wait  for 
an  elevator. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  order  will  not  pas-. 
An  elevator  is  entirely  uncalled  for  in  this  build- 
ing. In  fact,  I  cannot  understand  why  such  an 
order  is  offered  here;  as  the  gentleman  said,  most 
of  the  business  men  here  would  use  it  very  little. 
It  will  mar  the  beauty  of  the  building  very  much, 
and  certainly  interfere  with  good  ventilation. 
The  building 'was  planned  with  a' view  as  much,  to 
ventilation  as  anything  else.  I  think  the  elevator 
is  unnecessary,  and  X  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass. 

-  Alderman  Peters— I  am  opposed  to  an  elevator, 
first,  because  the  siij, iiiio  cxpeii-e  at  the  start  had 
better  be  saved  for  something  that  is  necessary; 
and,  second,  because  it  will  cost  very  much  to  run 
it  after  it  is  put  in. 

Alderman  Power— The  cost  of  the  elevator  at 
first  is  trilling  indeed  compared  with  the  expense 
it  entails  upon  the  city,  which  will  annually  be 
nearly  half  the  amount  of  the  original  cost.  That 
is  the*  most  extravagant  part  of  it.  I  said  before 
that  I  was  surprised  at  the  order  coining  in  here. 
My  first  knowledge  of  such  an-  order  was  that  it 
came  from  panic-  interested  in  elevators;  I  traced 
it  there  originally.  I  think  we  should  have  other 
and  better  reasons  for  spending  the  city's  moaey 
for  jobs  of  this  kind. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
make  upon  this  matter  now.  Tsubmitted  the  few 
words  I  had  to  say  when  the  subject  was  up  for 
consideration  in  the  Appropriation  bill.  I  have 
heard  no  new  arguments  presented  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  order 
that  were  not  presented  on  that  occasion.  As  to 
the  origin  of  the  order,  alluded  to  by  my  friend  on 
my  right,  I  cannot  understand  how  he  should  pre- 
sume to  suppose  that  interested  parties  originated 
this  order.  It  originated  in  the  Common  Council  as 
an  order  of  innuiry,  but  how  that  inquiry  originated 
I  am  unable  to  state,  although  the  order  was  passed 
in  the  other  branch  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
It  came  for  consideration  before  the  Committee 
on  Buildings,  who  looked  into  the  matter,  consid- 
ered it  feasible,  thought  it  was  a  good  thing  and 
desirable  for  various  considerations,  which  I 
mentioned  when  the  subject  of  this  appro- 
priation was  under  consideration.  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  change  my  mind  since  then,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  other  branch  would  appreciate 
the  convenience  of  it  much  more  than  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  All  the  arguments  that  were  pre- 
sented before  were  answered  then,  and  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say,  except  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  order. 

-  Alderman  Power— In  alluding  to  the  origin  of 
that  order  I  had  no  reference  whatever  tb  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  or  to  any  member 
of  this  present  Government.  It  is  an  old  subject ; 
it  has  been  before  this  Government  two  or  three 
times  before,  and  I  alluded  to  the  first  time  that  it 
was  brought  to  my  attention.  From  my  Own 
knowledge,  I  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  I 
thought  it  wa- agitated  by  parties  interested  in 
elevators.  It  was  not  originated  by  members  of 
this  Government. 

Alderman  Cutter— Ho'w  many  elevators  do  they 
calculate  to  put  in  with  $12,000? 

Alderman  Emery— The  order  contemplates  only 
one  elevator. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  very 
large  sum  for  an  elevator,  and  that  half  this 
sum  wottld  he  sufficient.  It  shows  conclu- 
sively that  when  an  appropriation  is  made 
the  "committees  are  anxious  to  spend  the 
money.  When  the  appropriation  was  before 
this  < 'overnnient,  the  gentleman  opposite  said  we 
are  not  obliged  to  spend  the  money.  I  say  it  will 
be  money  improperly  -spent.  When  the  Tax  bill 
was  before  us,  one  gentleman  said  the  citizens 
coining  here  ask  to  be  accommodated.'  and  to  be 
carried  to  the  upper  part  of  the  building  easily. 
Now,  I  ask  if  a  person  coining  in  hereon  business 
would  stop  and  wait  for1  an  elevator.  It  Will  hot 
accommodate  the  citizens.  It  will  accommodate 
the  school  board,  but  perhaps  they  may  not'be  in 
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this  buildiinr  a  lone  rime.  We  are  contemplating 
a  new  Court  House  Inula. ng  and,  in  that  case  we 
would  have  the  old  Court  House  and  would  have 
no  use  for  the  elevator.  It  is  an  expensive  lux- 
ury that  should  not  be  tolerated. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  hope  we  shall  appro- 
priate this  money  ana  have  the  elevator.  I  believe 
it  is  necessary  f  e'r  the  citizens  of  Boston.  We  have 
in  the  upper  part  of  this  building  rooms  which,  if 
we  had  an  elevator^  would  be.  as  good  as  the  rooms 
below.  Xof  iff  have  gone  up  to  No.  3b  Pember- 
ton  square,  to  hire  a  building  for  syooo  a  year,  and 
it  \\U1  not  be  long  before  we  have  to  hire  another. 
By  having  an  elevator  we  can  use  these  upper 
rooms.  You  all  know  that  elevators  have  that 
effect.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  we  read  that  the 
pan T>nage  of  the  Revere  House  had  been  doubled 
by  putting  in  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Cutter— Are  there  any  vacant  rooms 
in  the  upper  part  of  this  building  at  the  present 
time  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — I  speak  of  utilizing 
those  rooms  to  the  best  advantage.  We  have 
rooms  up  there,  and  they  all  have  something  in 
them,  but  if  we  have  an  elevator  we  can  use  them  to 
much  better  advantage  than  now.  The  patrons  of 
the  Revere  House  have  been  doubled  and  are  much 
better  satisfied  by  the  elevator.  AVe  all  experi- 
ence this  in  going  to  New  York.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  used  to  want  a  room  on  the  first 
story,  but  now  he  will  go  up  into  the  fifth  story 
and  not  object  to  it.  A  man  having  business  with 
the  City  Government  should  have  every  facility 
to  get  to  the  different  offices.  Every  facility 
should  be  afforded  citizens  who  come  here  to 
transact  business.  The  convenience  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  demands  this  elevator.  In 
regard  to  ventilation,  the  putting  up  of  an  ele- 
vator will  not  injure  that  in  the  least,  but 
will  he  an  actual  benefit,  and  will  ventilate 
the  whole  building  from  top  to  bottom.  If  you 
will  make  inquiries  you  will  find  that  to  be 
the  ease  in  such  buildings  where  elevators 
have  been  placed.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  expense  per  year  will  be  half 
the  cost  of  putting  it  in.  It  cannot  and  ought  not 
to  cos;  inoi'  chan'swiio.  The  steam  boiler  that  is 
necessary  to  be  put  in  will  heat  this  building,  and 
it  will  not  require  more  than  three  tons  of  coal  a 
week  during  the  coldest  weather.  Three  thousand 
dollars  will  do  it  easily,  audi  include  in  that  the 
engineer  whose  business  ,  it  is  to  attend 
to  the  engine.  We  are  compelled  to  have  a 
boiler  now  for  heating  thii  building  with 
steam,  so  that  a  thousand  dollars  is  taken  out  of 
my  estimate  already.  It  will  be  economy  for  the 
city  to  put  in  the  elevator.  Ihe  gentleman  says 
the  rooms  up  stairs  are  occupied.  ,  \Ve;  have 
one  large  square  room  occupied  by  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Printing  and  only  used  other- 
wise on  Thursdays  by,  ruemheis  of '  the  Com- 
mon Council,  -  who  ,  have  the  privilege  of 
going  in  there.  We  can  use  that  room  to  vastly 
better  advantage  than  that,  and  there  are  other 
rooms  that  can  be  used  to  better  advantage  than 
they  now  are.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  voting  for 
this  order,  because  I  think  the  people  of  this  city 
demand  an  elevator,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  econ- 
omy. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  com- 
pare the  City  Hall  with  a  hotel.  The  difference  is 
that  we  have  our  rooms  full  all  the  time  and  plen- 
ty of  patronage;  we  always  have  had  and  always 
shall;  but  the  hotels  do  riot  and  they  put  in  eleva- 
tors to  get  patrons.  I  guess  the  Common  Council 
will  object  to  having  their  anteroom  taken  away; 
we  tried  to  do  it  once  before,  hut .  it  was  impossi- 
ble. A  body  composed  of  seventy  men  ought  to 
have  some  room,  where  they  have  no  salary. 

Alderman  Si'orthington — f.  do  not  speak  of  the 
anteroom  of  the  Common  Council.  They  have  an 
anteroom  as  large  as  we  have ;  the  other  room  is 
entirely  separate.  They  have  no  reason  to  go 
there  except  that  it  is  vacant.  I  do  not  propose  to 
interfere  with  their  anteroom.  But  there  is  a 
large  room,  occupied  only  by  the  desk  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing,  where  committees 
who  have  a  large  anntuit  of  business  can  meet, 
instead  of  being  crowded  as  we  are  down  here, 
and  that  would  be  done  if  we  had  an  elevator. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
sum  shall  be  scoot)  instead  of  (#12,000. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  Whether  the  elevater  costs  only  six, 
eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  I  hope  the  sum 
will  not  be  reduced  to  SGO00  for  the  ooiler  and  all, 
for  the  boiler  will  cost  £3000.    I  believe  that  both 


will  cost  considerably  below   £12,000,   but  I  hope 
the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power— I  profess  to  have  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  cost  of  such  thing"  and  know  that  one 
elevator  can  be  put  in  for  £6000.  The  gentleman 
stated  that  we  wanted  only  one,  and  if  that  is  so 
SfSQOO  will  procure  as  good  a  one  as  there  is  in  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  ask:  the  gentleman 
what  kind  of  an  elevator  he  can  get  for  £6000.: 

The  amendment  was  lost.  Alderman  Cutter 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  and  it  wa-  pa.-ed  in  concurrence— yeas 
8,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  lligclow,  Brooks, Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Prescott.  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Power 
— 4. 

.   Alderman  Emery  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  not  oppose  that  for 
the  reason  that  I  see  that  as  soon  as  money  is  ap- 
propriated they  cannot  wait  a  minute  before 
spending  it.  _T 

Alderman  Harris — I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  exigency  is— whether  they  have  purchased  for 
the  elevator  and  if  contracted  for,  why  there  is 
Mich  a  hurry. 

Alderman  Emery — The  gentleman  knows  the 
difficulty  about  every  matter  where  there  is  oppo- 
sition. Notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider  is  left 
after  the  Board  adjourns  and  the  thing  is  kept 
back  and  delayed  and  there  is  difficulty  in  telling 
whether  it  is  passed  or  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider upon  the  table.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Order  to  set  ap-'rt  and  dedicate  as  a  public 
ground,  to  be  kept  open  forever,  the  lot  of  land 
owned  by  the  citv  between  Columbus'  avenue, 
Eliot  street  extended  and  Pleasant  street. 

AU'erman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  inquire  whether, 
if  we  pass  this  order,  at  any  future  iime  if  should 
become  desirable  to  lay  this  laud  out  as  a  public 
way  or  street,  it  would  be  prevented  because  of 
this  order  having  been  passed.   " 

The  Chairman— The  order  says  it  shall  be  kept 
open  as  a  public  ground  forever.  The.  question 
whether  it  could  be  laid  out  as  a  public  street  af- 
ter the  order  is  ,,:iss,.-.!  would  have  to  be  referred 
to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  had  better  wait  until 
weknow  about  that.  Whenever  Columbus  avenue 
is  extended  to  Roxbury  there  will  be  a  great 
amount  of  public  travel  over  that  street.  I  think 
the  order  should  be  amended  so  that  the  lot-may 
be  kept  open  as  a  public  square,  or  laid  out  as  a 
street  for  public  purposes  m  future. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  desire  to  look  into  this- 
niatter,  rot  having  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
since  the  order  was  passed  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and,  I  think  other  members  of  this  Board 
would  like  further  information.  I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

ASSISTANT'  CITY  CLERK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  nominating  for  approval  and  confirmation 
John  T.  Priest,  as  Assistant  City  Clerk,  for  this 
municipal  year.  The  appointment  was  approved 
and  confirmed. 

TOODLAWS    CEMETERY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  pro- 
prietors of  Woodlawn  Cemetery  representing  that 
by  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Charlestown  all 
paupers  from  that  city  were  to  be  bulled  in  that 
eemetery,  for  which  the  city  agreed  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain price  per  capita.  Since  Charlestown  was  an- 
nexed to  Boston,  all  the  paupers  dying  there  have 
been  bmied  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  in  direct 
violation  of  this  contract.  Thev  ask  that  the  con- 
tract may  be  observed  or  cancelled,  either  of 
which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  proprietor 


THE   FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent  down: 
Office  of  the  Koaiu.  of  Fire  Commission-  ) 
ers,  City  Hall,  Boston,  Api  il  20,  1874.     | 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Shoe  &  Leather  Dealers'  Insur- 
ance Company  and  others,  that  a  steam  fire 
engine  be  located  on  Charles  street,  near 
Poplar,    respectfully    report    that,    with  Steam- 
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er  No.  6  on  Willi  street.  Hose  Company  No.  3  on 
North  Grove  street.  Steamer  No.  10  on  River 
street,  and  Steamer  No.  4  on  Bulnnch  street,  that 
part  of  the  city  is  as  well  protected  as  any  other 
portion,  and  in 'view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  board  to  make  Engine  Companies 
No.  6  and  10  permanent,  it  will  be  inexpedient  to 
place  another  steam  engine  at  the  point  named. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners. 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  Chairman. 

THE  JUKY  LIST. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk  transmitting  the  revised  jury  list"! or  1874, 
which  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

A  resolve  and'  order  were  received  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets, 
according-  to  estimates  given  in  the  annexed 
schedule : 

Urol  I  p|  fg 


T.J.  Dunbar Mi  $2  5o  S172  51)  «?25  (II)  filOT  3d 

Charles  F.  Bradford. .  ■«,:,    1  ,,n  J .  1 1  _'  ",u  |  ■_>,-,  mi  2,5:17  30 

Frederick  Cuild l:i,:i  'Jim  -j.th,  no  liimuo  3,340  00 

T.  J.Dunbar 11  3  50  38  50  10  00  48  50 

S.  Rowland  Hart 8!)  2  25  200  25  40  00  240  25 

Simpson  C  liixl.v....    52  2  00  104  00  00  00  164  00 

Metropolitan K.R.Co.7185  2  00  14.370  00  ....  14,370  00 

9744  S20.043  75  *soo  Oil  $20,003  75 

The  question  was  upon  referring  the  resolve  and 
order  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  should  like  to  in- 
quire/jit'that  report  is  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets, whether  the  committee  can  con- 
sider the  project  of  extending  Shawmut  avenue 
back  of  the  l'nivei>alNt  church  to  liartlett  street, 
which  1  think  is  desirable,  and  fur  which  quite  a 
number  of  petitions  have  been  put  in. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  could,  and  the  re- 
solve and  order  were  referred  to  that  committee. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice— Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of 
the  appointments  of  police  officers  made  at  the 
last  meeting  by  the  Mayor.  Accepted  and  appoint- 
ments confirmed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Shawnuit-avenue  Baptist  Church  for  leave  to 
project  two  gas  lamps  over  the  doors  of  their 
church.    Accepted. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of  P. 
Timmins,  Lincoln  street;  Elizabeth  L.Bennett, 
et  al.,  Market  street;  and  Cattle  Fair  Hotel, 
Washington  street— all  of  Ward  19— to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  the  streets  named.  Severally 
accepted. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  for  a  location  in  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  etc.,  report,  submitting  the  accompa- 
nying order  for  a  location : 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  locations  al- 
ready granted  to  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  to  lay  down  tracks  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston',  the  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  double  tiack  on  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, from  the  corner  of  Waverley  street  to  Dudley 
street,  and  to  connect  the  same  with  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company's  tracks  in  Dudlev 
street  by  suitable  curves  and  ~u itches. 

Also,  to  connect  their  present  tracks  on  Dudley 
Street,  near  .Mount  Pleasant  avenue,  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Companv  on 
Dudlev  street,  bv  suitable  curves  and  switches'. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  bv  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laving  down  the  tracks,  the  precise  location  of 
the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind 
and  oualitv  oi  material  used  in  paving  -  a;d  tracks, 
shall  be  mider  the  direction  ami  to  'th-  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  oh  Paving  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  I"1  approved  by 
them. 


Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of 
location  and  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  herein  contained,  and  file  said  accept- 
ance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within 
thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise 
it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

And  whereas  public  necessity  and  convenience 
require  that  the  said  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  shall,  for  the  purpo-e  of  reaching  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  running  cars  thereon,  enter  upon 
and  use  with  its  horses  and  cars  the  tracks  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on  Dudley  street, 
between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Mount  Pleasant 
avenue  at  its  westerly  intersection  with  said  Dud- 
ley street,  said  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  so  to  do, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  such 
entrv  and  use. 

The  report  and  order  (City  Doe.  No.  41)  werelaid 
over  under  the  rule. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses—  Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  follow- 
ing petitions  for  licenses:  Leutz  &  Bigelow,  to 
keep  billiard  saloon  at  Green  street,  near  Jamaica 
Plain  station;  Professor  Fabian,  to  give  magical 
and  musical  entertainments  at  Charlestown  and 
South  Boston  this  week ;  Joseph  Gahm,  to  keep 
billiard  room  at  10  Bow  street,  Charlestown; 
Jennings  &  Noyes  et  til.,  for  transfer  of 
hack  licenses;  Jeremiah  Shea,  to  deal  in  second- 
hand articles  at  119  South  street ;  ten  bootblacks' 
and  nine  newsboys' licenses;  Louis  Congdon,  for 
auctioneer's  license  at  10!)  Washington  street;  H. 
White  et  al.,  for  transfer  of  wagon  licenses ;  Bain- 
bridge  PhippSj  for  six  wagon  stands  in  Creek 
square;  John  E.  Blaisdell,  for  wagon  stand  at 
Reed's  Corner;  A.  S.  Wright,  for  hack  license  at 
his  stable  on  Berkeley  street ;  Patrick  Leonard,  to 
keep  billiard  and  bowling  saloon  at  291  Dorchester 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  'Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  in  favor  of  granting  victuallers' 
licenses  as  follows:  James  C.  Bruce  &  Co.,  170 
Sumner  street ;  Albert  Hall,  9  Lewis  street;  H.  C. 
Merriam,  287  Tremont  street;  Louis  Reynolds  & 
Bro.,  23  Cambridge  street;  John  Holland,  149 
Cambridge  street;  F.  M.  Flanders,  4  Cambridge 
street;  Thomas  B.  Tarbell,  -17  Broadway;  John  K. 
Pike,  136  Eliot  street;  John  C.  Murphy,  9 
and  11  Kneeland  street;  David  Magner,  224 
Broadway;  John  Dyer,  old  Charlestown  Bridge; 
Charles  Francis,  Long  wharf;  James  Wall,  corner 
E  and  Seventh  streets;  McDevitt  &  Gallegan,  64 
Lewis  street;  E.A.Hinckley,  16  Friend  street: 
Louis  Poletti,  ".:>  and  :,.",  Warren  avenue;  Edward 
H.  Sawyer,  1738  Washington  street;  AugusteRoth, 
33  Green  street ;  Theodore  Tuickler,  809  Washing- 
ton street;  Warren  Kent,  876  Washington  street; 
Joseph  J.  Pindell,  1144  Washington  street; 
James  Dowling.  ,'iss  Hanover  street ;  Michael  J. 
Kane,  8  Merrimac  street;  William  Grant,  187 
North  street ;  Crosby  &  Co.,  156  Sumner  street; 
Charles  Rink,  50  I'viichon  street;  A.  Hetherston, 
1793  Washington  street;  Isaac  M.  Learned  &  Co., 
245  Washington  street.  Also  in  favor  of  granting 
the  following  applications  for  innholders'  licenses  : 
George  A.  Aver,  2  liowdoin  square;  F.  S.  Wright, 
City  Point;  Frederick  Paradise,  1422  and  ■  1423 
Washington  street;  C.  E.  Morris,  29  Harrison 
avenue;  John  Fay,  1592  Washington  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries,  who  were  requested  to  report— Orders 
establishin  ■  the  salaries  of  Registrars  of  Voters. 
.  Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  sixty  of  the  acts  of  the  year  ls?4  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  $2500  per  annum,  payable  monthly,  be- 
ginning on  the  date  of  their  appointment. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Assist- 
ant-Registrars of  Voters  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
four  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  of  actual  ser- 
vice, as  certified  by  the  Registrars  to  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts. 

■  The  orders  having  been  read  once,  Alderman 
Stebbins  said  he  supposed  the  Registrars  should 
be  appointed  very  soon,  and  he  would  move  the 
orders  take  their'  second  reading  at  the  present 
session. 
The  motion  was  put  and  declared  carried. 
Alderman  Cutter— I  doubt  the  vote,  I  do  not 
believe  in  passing  orders  unless  we  understand 
them.  I  do  not  believe  there  will  be  any  voting 
for  some  time,  and  there    is  no  hurry  about   these 
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'  appointments.  For  one,  I  do  not  understand  these 
orders. 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  has  been  passed  by 
the  present  Legislature  an  act  est»bli£ning  a 
Board  of  Registrars  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  that 
act  has  been  accepted  by  the  city  and  now  we  are 
to  provide  for  the  three  Registrars  under  that  act. 
I  understand  it  will  require  nearly  all  of  their 
time.  These  Registrars  a;e  also  to  appoint  assis- 
tants in  the  work  in  the  different  wards  and  it  is 
suppo-ed  they  will  be  required  for  about  twenty 
days  lief  ore  election. 

Alderman  Cutter— That  was  the  very  point  upon 
which  I  wanted  to  inform  myself.  I  wanted  to 
know  if  three  men  would  be  required  to  do  this 
work  wliicli  the  City  Clerk  iias  performed. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  provides  that  they 
shall  be  appointed,  and  we  must  fix  the  salaries 
before  they  are  appointed.  The  Registrars  will  be 
needed  before  the  November  election. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  adverse  to  establishing 
commissions,  and  forever  making  these  bureaus 
who  appoint  so  many  agent-,  as  1  have  seen  com- 
missions do  in  this  "City  Hall.  For  instance,  the 
Board  of  Health  have  employed  eighteen  or  twenty 
agents  to  do  what  we  supposed,  when  we  appoint- 
ed them,  that  they  would  do  themselves  person- 
ally. Now,  here  are  these  commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  do  what  the  City  Clerk  has  done  heretofore. 
They  can  go  around  to  the  different  wards  as  well 
as  sit  here  in  City  Hall  and  employ  agents  to  do 
their  work. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  we  should 
have  a  little  more  time  to  think  about  this.  Every- 
thing that  has  come  in  heie  lately  seems  to  be 
rushed  through  and  no  kind  of  deliberation  is  al- 
lowed. 

Tne  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading— 
6  for,  5  against— by  a  rising  vote. 

Alderman  Peters*  moved  that  the  orders  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Lost— 5  for,  6  against— and  the  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  we  are  rushing 
this  through  too  fast.  There  is  certainly  a  great 
deal  in  what  has  been  said  about  rushing  things 
through  here.  We  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  consider  this  matter.  It  is  giving  power  to 
these  commissioners  to  spend  money  without 
limit.  The  orders  ought  to  lie  over.  It  is  fair 
that  t'ae  minority  should  have  that  courtesy  if 
they  ask  it.  I  hope  the  majority  will  hesitate  be- 
fore forcing  the  minority  to  do  a  thing  before  it 
is  fairly  considered.     . 

Alderman  Peters^I  should  like  to  ask  what  is 
the  expediency  of  rushing  this  thing  through  in 
such  a  hurry.  The  Alderman  says  that  some  time 
in  Novernbe'r  we  shall  need  these'  Registrars.  That 
is  some  time  hence  ;  there  can  be  no  need  of  such 
a  hurry,  and  it  is  but  fair  that  the  minority  should 
be  treated  civilly,  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
know  what  they 'are  voting  for. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  try  to  treat  every  member 
of  this  Board  civilly,  but  1  think  that  if  the  Alder- 
man had  read  this  act  which  has  been  upon  his 
desk  for  the  last  mouth,  he  would  not  have  asked 
a  question.  These  BBgistlfaES  ought  to  be  at  work 
today  getting  the  voting  lists  in  order  for  the  next 
election.  The  Assistant-Registrars  are  not  to  be 
appointed  until  November.  I  have  no  feeling  in 
this  matter.  This  work  should  be  carefully  done, 
and  it  should  be  begun  at  once. 

Alderman  Peters— And  our  work  should  be  done 
carefully  here.  Three  or  four  times  this  unpar- 
donable haste  has  been  attempted.  There  was  a 
special  meeting  to  get  an  order  before  the  Legis- 
lature, and  proper  time  was  not  allowed  to  con- 
sider what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Emery— I  voted  with  the  majority. 
supposing  that  every  gentleman  had  had  time  to 
look  into  the  matter;  but  1  am  perfectly  willing 
that  they  should  have  more  time  if  they  desire  it. 
and  1  shall  vote  to  accommodate  them. 
Alderman. Power— I  think  this  Board  is  unani- 
e  this 

the  question. 
But  I  am  in  almost  total  ignorance  of  this  meas- 
ure which  is  to  do  away  with  the  difficulty  as  it 
has  existed.  I  desire  to  "have  a  week,  that  I  mav 
underscand  what  lias  been  done,  aud  therefore  I 
desire  that  the  orders  should  lie  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins— After  hearing  members  ex- 
press their  want  of  undcist, aiding  on  this  matter. 
1  confess  I  am  a  little  surprised',  and  will  with- 
draw all  objections  to  the  orders  lying  over. 

Alderman  .Peters— The  Alderman  remarked  that 
if  I  had  read  that  act  I  should  understand  this 
matter.    I  have  road  the  act,    but    have  not  seen 


these   orders   before   this   evening   and   I  know 
nothing  of  them. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
acted  upon  this  afternoon.  The  appointment  of 
these  legistrars  should  be  made.  The  printed 
document  containing  the  act  has  laid  upon  our 
desks  some  time  and  the  act  has  been  accepted. 
The  matter  of  salaries  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  report  submitted  was  unanimously 
agreed  upon.  The  necessity  for  haste  is  that  the 
registrars  should  go  to  work  by  the  first  of  May, 
and  this  order  must  be  concurred  in  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  before  His  Honor  can  make  nomina- 
tions to  this  Board.  I  do  not  see  any  untimely 
haste  manifested.  Most  of  the  discussion  this  af- 
ternoon would  have  been  more  to  the  point  when 
the  act  was  under  consideration. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  assigned  for  next 
Mondav  at  half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Brooks  raised  the  point  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  in  order  and  the  Chairman  ruled  the 
point  not  well  taken. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, and 
the  motion  was  adopted— yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bi^elow,  (lark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Teters,  Harris,  Worthington,  Power— 8. 

Navs— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins—4. 

By  Alderman  "Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard— Report  (leave 
to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  M.  Mulhern,  and  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  H.  F. 
Hayward,  P.  Richard  Etiy.  (icorge  Curtis  and  Pe- 
ter Flynn,  for  leave  to  occupy  stables.  Severally 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Urders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Isaac  Woodman,  870,  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19; 
Joseph  B.  Glover,  85700,  137  and  139  Milk  street, 
by  rai.-ing  of  grade  of  Milk  and  Oliver  streets; 
Samuel  f.  Parker.  s.Mimi),  141  Milk  street;  George 
S.  Dexter,  83100. 143  Milk  stieet;  Tufts  College. 
82900. 145  .Milk  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  location  of  a  turnout  on  Sumner 
street,  near  Havre  street,  submitting  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject,  to  all  parties 
interested,  on  Monday,  May  11.1874,  atfouro'clock 
P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

Report,  on  petition  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  use  a  dummy  engine  on  Union 
Freight  Railroad  track,  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order; 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Union 
Freight  Railroad  Company  to  use  a  dummy  en- 
gine on  its  track  in  the  streets  of  this  city  during 
the  day  time,  until  otherwise  ordered'  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Brooks — What  is  the  urgent  necessity 
for  passing  this  order  today? 

Alderman  Cutter — The  committee  were  invited 
down  to  see  this  dummy  engine  and  they  rode  in 
it  from  Federal  street  to  the  north  part  of  the 
city  and  back  again.  A  large,  number  of  horses 
we're  passing  and  repassing,  and  we  saw  that  it  is 
practicable  to  use  it  in  the  streets  to  draw  freight 
trains  in  place  of  the  horses.  The  work  can  be 
done  more  expeditiously  and  the  committee 
thought  proper  to  report  in  favor  of  allowing  its 
use  at  once. 


cinders  and  does  not.  frighien  hordes  in  the  street. 
But.  at  the.  same  time  I  think  we  had  better  r.ot 
have  the  order  passed  today.  I  wish  to  give  other 
members  time  to  examine  It. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  engine  is  to  be  used  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  this  Board  and  we  can  stop  it 
at  any  time. 

Alderman  Peters— It.  is  graduated  to  a  speed  of 
four  miles  per  hour  and  cannot  run  faster  than 
that. 
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Alderman  Presoort— With  the  gentleman  from 
Ware!  1,  f  hope  this  matter  may  lie  over,  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  members  to  look  into 
the  subject,  unless  there  is  some  absolute  necessi- 
ty for  passing  the  order  today.  The  same  members 
who  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  order  fixing 
the  salaries  of  registrars   are  now  urging  the  pas- 

"'  Alderman  .-  overs— As  a  member  of  the  Committ- 
tee  on  Paving,  I  shall  vote  against  the  passage  of 
this  order  today.  We  examined  the  thing,  and  T 
think  it  is  sale  to  be  used  in  the  street,  ft  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Alderman,  but  I 
do  not  wish  the  members  to  vote  entirely  upon  the 
strength  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
It  would  be  better  for  the  members  to  examine 
for  themselves. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table.  I  have  nc  intention  'of  delay- 
ing or  defeating  this  order.  Perhaps  rhe  gentle- 
man from  Ward.  10  judges  me  by  himself.  That  is 
not  my  style  of  doing  business'.  I  wish  the  order 
to  lie  over  that  I  may  get  information.  It  is  an 
important  subject —  something  that  has  never 
been  done  in  Boston  before,  and  it  conies  in  here 
without  any  know  ledge  on  my  part.  I  hope  it  will 
be  allowed  to  lie  over. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  there  is  any  good  reason 
for  delay,  I  should  readily  vote  for  it,  but  the  re- 
quest comes  from  ;i  gentleman  who  voted  against 
allowing  the  order  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of 
registrars  to  lie  over,  which  is  a  subject  not  to  be 
compared  to  this  one.  We  allow  the  regular  en- 
gines to  run  in  the  street  at  night  and  throw  out 
sparks  which  endanger  buildings  and  warehouses, 
while  this  one  line  ws  out  no  smoke  or  sparks.  It 
is  a  necessity,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  not  delay 
this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  na  ys 
and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading — 
yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  (lark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Power,  Stehbins.  Worthington — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Harris,  Peters,  Pres- 
cott—4. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  Alderman  Prescott  called  tor  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Alderman  Harris— I  would  like  to  know  whether 
that  order  is  sufficiently  definite  to  cover  the  en- 
gine which  the  committee  has  seen.  This  is  an 
order  to  permit  the  running  of  a  dummy  engine  : 
they  may  substitute  something  else.  To'niv  mind 
the  order  is  indefinite.  If  the  committee  are  sat- 
isfied  that   nothing   eUe  will   be  u-ed  than  what 
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were  that  they  wanted  to  run   the    (tummy  engine 

only.    This  board  has  the  matter  in  its  own  hands 

and  can  cancel  the  privilege  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Harris— If  this  dummy  engine  is  al- 
lowed to  run,  will  the  regular  locomotive  be 
stopped? 

Alderman  Peters— The  railroad  company  intend 
to  run  this  dummy  engine  night  and  day.  .  Four 
of  these  engines  are  u-ed  on  the  streets  of  i\ow 
York  and  five  in  New  Orleans  <  if  course  the 
company  would  be  liable  if  they  used  any  other 
engine  than  this,  and  a  meeting  of  this  Board 
could  be  called  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  genth  men  have  not  an- 
swered, the  question  as  to  how  many  engines  they 
propose  to  ran,  whether  more  than'one  or  not. 

The  order  was  nassed— yeas  11,  nays  1,  Alder- 
man Brooks  alone  voting' in  the  negative.: 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Power  I, hoping  it  would  not  prevail)  was  lost. 
By  Alderman    Cutter,  for   the    Committee   on 
Paving — 

Ordered,  That  this  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Bolton  street,  between  B  and  E  streets,  as  shown 
on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Survevor, 
and  dated  September  13,  i872,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  said  city  Surveyor. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  were  requested  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  graining  permission  to  the  trustees  of 
Nathaniel  Whiting's  estates  to  build  a  party  wall 
on  the  line  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  city  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Washington  square  —  Report 
that  the  city's  land  has  been  sold  upon  terms 
which  will  enable  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots  to 
build  party  walls.    Accepted. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  F.  Richardson  $78,760  for 
Broad-street  damages  and  rescinding  an  order  for 
paying  the  same  passed  at  the  last  session. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  said  at  the 
last  meeting  that  unless  this  order  was  passed 
then  the  gentleman  would  not  take  that  sum. 
Now  I  see  this  order  is  to  rescind  the  one  passed 
then. 

Alderman    Harris— What   I    stated   at   the  last 
meeting   was    correct;  nevertheless,    in  drawing 
the  order  an  old  form  was  substituted  for  the  one 
now   used.    The   sum  is   the    same,  but   the  City 
Solicitor  would  not  allow  it  to  be  paid  in  that  form. 
Alderman  Cutter— I   only  questioned   the   pro- 
priety of  making  a  bargain  in  that  way,  because 
it  forces  this  Board  to  pass  an  order   that  the 
members  do  not  understand. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman    Cutter,   for   the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  portion   of  Chelsea  Bridge, 
between  Charlestown  and  Chelsea,  which  is  under 
thexiare  and  custody  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be 
closed  to  public  travel  on  the  23d  instant,  and  re- 
main closed  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  com- 
pleted. 

Ordered,  That  the  portion  of  Western-avenue 
Bridge,  between  Brighton  and  Cambridge,  which 
is  under  the  care  and  custody  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, be  closed  to  public  travel  on  and  after  the  22d 
instant,  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 
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Ordered,  That  Broadway  Bridge  over  Fort  Point 
Channel  he  closed  to  public  travel  on  the  27th 
inst.,  and  remain  closed  until  the  rebuilding  of 
the  draw  is  completed. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  piovide  the  necessary  furniture  for 
Police  Stations  Twelve,  Thirteen  and  Fourteen; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  s',000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter- 
Ordered,  That  the  owners  of  the  temporary 
buildings  standing  on  that  portion  of  Washington 
square,  on  the  Fort  Hill  territory,  which  was  for- 
merly inclosed  and  used  as  a  park,  be  directed  to 
remove  all  such  buildings  before  the  first  day  of 
June. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  im- 
provement of  Blackstone  and  Fianklin  squares: 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
eare  of  the  public  grounds  and  the  trees  m  the 
streets  of  East  Boston  ;  the  expense,  not  to  exeeed 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committeee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  hiring  la- 
borers and  keeping  in  good  order  and  condition 
the  Common,  Public  Garden  and  other  public- 
grounds  in  the  city  not  otherwise  provided  for: 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  si.'OO  in  purchasing  trees,  shrubs, 
grass  and  other  seed  for  the  public  grounds;  said 
sum. to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1200  for  manure  to  be  used  on  the 
Common  and  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  tools,  mow- 
ing machines  and  repairs  on  the  same  ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  hiring 
teams  for  work  on  the  public  grounds ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  hiring  labor 
and  purchasing  loam  for  the  improvement  of 
Washington  park ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
.  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.  • 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  Ire  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  live  thousand  dollars  in  purchasing- 
red  gravel  for  the  paths  on  the  public  grounds ; 
said  sum  to  be   charged  to   the   appropriation  for 


Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Alderman  Worthington— We  are  voting  an  en- 
ormous amount  of  money  for  the  Common  and 
public  grounds,  it  seems  to  me.  Is  it  the  usual 
amount  for  this  thing  and  has  the  same  been  ex- 
pended before?  1  think  we  should  have  some  ex- 
planation of  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  the  usual  course,  so  far 
as  I  am  informed.  These  several  items  have 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee and  it  is  customary  to  take  this  course 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season  that  the 
work  may  be  carried  on.  The  sums  do  not  vary 
much  from  the  amounts  heretofore  appropriated: 
some  are  larger  and  some  are  smaller  than  the 
amounts  appropriated  last  year,  and  the  difference 
is  very  little. 


Alderman  Worthington— What  is  the  entire 
amount  to  be  appropriated  today? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  oannot  give  the  exact 
amount. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Peters— I  have  kept  pretty  careful  ac- 
count of  the  sums  stated  and  the  amounts  appear 
to  be  reasonable.  I  think  we  have  a  committee  in 
whom  we  can  place  confidence. 

Alderman  Clark — I  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  new  members  especially  that  this  is 
the  usual  course,  -and  the  sums  named  come  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  The  committee  cannot  expend  a  dollar 
without  the  consent  of  the  City  Government. 

For  instance  the  ten  thousand  dollars  for  labor- 
ers is  for  seven  months,  to  be  paid  as  the  work  is 
done  and  we  cannot  go  beyond  that  without 
the  consent  of  the  City  Government.  The 
total  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  is  $115,000.  This  appropriation  for  red 
gravel  is  to  supply  the  paths  all  over  the  city^  of 
Boston,  in  Charles'lown  and  the  Highland  District, 
and  we  cannot  buy  a  load  of  it  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  City  Council.  These  are  not  new 
appropriations,  "but  to  give  the  committee 
the  right  to  spend  money  already  appropri- 
ted  for  these  purposes.  Most  of  these  sums  are 
the  saine  as  those  of  last  year.  There  is  an  addi- 
tion of  $200  allowed  for  taking  care  of  the  parks  in 
Ea-t  I'.oston. 

Alderman  Worthington— What  additional  ex- 
pense has  the  new  territory  added? 

A'derman    Clark— The    appropriation   is  about 
$115,000,  and  a  considerable  sum   is   estimated  for 
the  parks  in  the  outlying  districts.     We  are  spend- 
ing quite  a  large   amount  for  a  new  park  in  the 
Highland  District  which  the  Alderman  represents. 
Alderman  Worthington— That  is  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure of  money. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
Al del  man  Clark  in  the  chair. 
By  Alderman  Bigelow.  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  in  paying  fcr 
the   use  of  water  and  for  watering   the  streets 
around  the  public  grounds ;  said  sunito  be  charged 
to  the   appropriation  for    Common   and    Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars  in  construct- 
ing a  rustic  arbor  on  the  Public  Garden ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  purchase  loam 
for  the  public  grounds  not  otherwise  provided  for 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  'that  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and  Low- 
ell squares  and  Cnion  park,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Harris— l  rise  for  information,  because 
when  I  return  to  Charlestown  I  shall  be  asked 
some  questions  and  I  want  to  be  posted.  I  notice 
that  money  is  appropriated  for  every  square  in 
Boston,  Ea-'t  Boston  and  Roxhury  and  that  nothing- 
is  said  about  the  squares  in  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict. Are  they  appropriate;1,  for  under  a  general 
order,  or  is  there  to  be  a  special  order?  We  have 
three  squares  in  Charlestown  which  arc  worthy  of 
the  committee's  consideration,  and  I  hope  they 
will  be  looked  after. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  believe  there  is  a  clause 
embracing  grounds  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
Charlestown  being  a  part  of  the  city,  as  much  as 
any  other  portion,  it  would  be  embraced  in  that. 

The  Chairman— It  is  in  contemplation  to  look 
after  the  squares  in  Charlestown  just  as  much  as 
any  other,  and  work  has  already  been  laid  out  for 
those  squares. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  expend  the  additional  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  in  completion  of  the  contract 
with  Henry  W.  Dutton  &  Son  for  reporting  ami 
publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council. 
Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  take  its 
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for  printing,  and  it  appears  that 
the  appropriation.  I  wish  to  know  why  it  has 
been  exceeded.  1  hope  the  order  will  be  amended 
so  that  the  contract  can  be  printed  in  the  proceed- 
ing's of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— As  I  understand  it,  the  Tran- 
script is  paid  by  the  column  and  our  verbosity 
leacls  to  the  additional  expense. 

Alderman  Power— We  have  not  exceeded  the 
appropriation',  and  we  do  not  mean  to,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  I  shall  order  the  work 
to  be  stopped  when  the  appropriation  is  exhaust* 
ed  if  the  additional  amount  is  not  appropriated. 
We  do  not  mean  to  exceed  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation without  authority  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  yet  to  learn  why  this 
contract  should  not  be  seen  in  print.  The  con- 
tract is  made  between  these  parties  and  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  if  there  is  any  reason  why  citizens 
cannot  see  it  if  they  please  I  have  yet  to  learn  it. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  a  matter  which  comes 
up  every  year  before  this  Government,  and  the 
Government  of  last  year  knew  what  kind  of  a  con- 
tract they  were  making.  If  any  one  desires  to  see 
the  contract  he  can  do  so  at  any  time,  though  I  do 
not  know  that  we  have  it  in  print.  However,  that 
matter  is  not  relevant  to  this  order.  If  any  gen- 
tleman desires  that  contract  put  in  p:int  he  can 
vote  for  it.  The  question  in  which  we  are  most 
interested  now  is  \\  liether  this  Board  wants  an  ab- 
stract of  the  proceedings  printed  anymore.  If 
thev  do  they  must  vote  this  additional  sum. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  ask  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  whether  it  .is  rulable 
to  supply  members  of  the  Government  with  more 
than  one  copy  of  the  proceedings.  I  understand 
that  members  of  the  Common  Council  have  ob- 
tained a  number  of  copies  of  their  speeches  for 
circulation  in  several  localities. 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  voted  this 
year  to  print  several  hundred  more  than  usual. 
On  one  or  two  occasions  some  members  of  the 
Government  have  requested  an  additional  number 
for  their  own  use— the  expense  of  which  has  been 
about  S8  altogether,  and  it  has  been  granted  on 
those  occasions  by  consent  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  but  1  want  to  get  at  this 
contract,  for  the  completion  of  which  we  are  ask 
ed  to  make  an  additional  appropriation.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so  1  will  move  that  the  order  be 
amended  so  that  the  contract  may  be  printed. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
the  two  things  should  be  connected  together,  and 
I  do  not  see  that  that  should  be  a  condition  for  the 
passage  of  this  order.  I  am  sure  I  do  not  desire 
the  passage  of  this  order,  it  lias  been  deemed  for 
the  interest  of  the  public  to  have  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Government  published  in  one  of  the 
papers.  Unle.s  this  appropriation  is  made,  I  do 
not  see  but  we  shall  have  to  dispense  with  that 
publication  in  future. 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  chairman  of  the  com- 


mittee furnish  the  clerk  with   a   copy  of  the   con- 
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be  published  with  the  proceed- 


Alderman  Stebbins — I  hope  no  such  order  will 
pass.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  10  must  know 
that  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  go  to  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  where  the  contiact  may  be 
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contract  is.  Now  they  ask  lor  a 
ation  to  complete  this  contract.  : 
son  why  this  contract  should  not 
the  citizens  of  Boston  may  know  ] 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Order  to  pay 
William  Hedge  sjs, 404  for  land  taken  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Warren  street- 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands — Kcport  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition 
of  Stanley  Gore  &  Co.,  for  abatement  of  a  portion 
of  their  rent  of  wharf  on  Albany  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman,  Emery  for  the  same  committee, 
on  petition  of  Nathan  Kobbins  it  al.,  for  removal 
of  conditions  placed  by  the  city  upon  their  estates 
on  South  Market  street — Report  that  the  commit- 
tee find  that  in  accordance  with  an  order  passed 
in  1872,  all  the  conditions  placed  upon  the  es- 
tates on  North  Market  street,  between  Mer- 
chants' row  and  Commercial  street,  by  the  city, 
in  1824,  were  released,  and  a-  the  same  'conditions 
apply  to  the  estates  on  South  Market  street,  the 
owners  thereof  ask  that  the  same  may  be  remov- 
ed. The  committee,  believing  that  said  request 
should  be  granted,  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  or 
instruments  to  be  approved  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  whereby  the  city  shall  declare  that 
it  will,  so  far  as  it"  can  lawfully  do 
so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equi- 
table rights  of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it, 
sutler  and  allow  the  present  owners  of  the  estates 
on  the  south  side  of  South  Market  street  to  disre- 
gard all  the  conditions  imposed  upon  the  estates 
in  the  original  deed*,  thereof  given  by  the  city  in 
1825. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand.  Army  of 
the  Republic  located  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
the  sum  of  S200  towards  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  services  of  ".Decoration  Hay  '  by  the  respective 
posts,  and  that  the  said  sum  he  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Alderman  Cutter — How  many  posts  are  there? 

Alderman  Emery— I  cannot  tell  the  precise 
number.  This  is  the  usual  order  that  has  been  in- 
troduced. There  have  been  some  additions  to  the 
number  by  the  annexation  of  new  territory.  This 
is  the  usual  amount  given  to  each  post  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  decorating  the  graves  of 
our  soldiers. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Stcbbins  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  transfer  the  set  of  Massachusetts  Re- 
ports received  from  the  town  cf  Dorchester  to  the  . 
office  of  the  City  Solicitor,  there  to  be  kept 
and  used  as  the  official  property  of  the 
Law  Department  of  this  city,  and  that  said 
committee  be  authorized  to  supply  all  volumes 
necessary  to  form  a  complete  set  to  this  date;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals,  etc. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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of  the  Common  Council, 


The  regular  wocklv  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  U. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAVERS  FROM  TILE  BOARD  OF  AIDEEMEN. 

Petitions  of  Charles  Fiske,  James  S.  King, 
Johanna  Murphy.  George  Sparhawk,  Eugene  B. 
Dudley,  E.J.Moore,  J.  H.  George,  Superintend- 
ent of  Dover-street  Bridge,  and  1'roprietors  of 
Woodlawh  Cemetery.  Severally  referred  in  con- 
currence. 

Resolve  and  order  from  the  Street  Commission- 
ers for  widening  Shawiunt  avenue  between  Dud- 
ley and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc.  No.  37).  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  severally  authorizing  an  expenditure  by 
the  Committee  6.1  Common  and  Public  Grounds— 
not  exceeding  §200(1,  for  the  improvement  of 
Blackstone  and  Franklin  squares;  not  exceeding 
ski, oao,  for  hit, or,  loam  and  the  improvement  of, 
Washington  park;  not  exceeding  §10,000,  for  la- 
borers, and  keeping  in  good  condition  the  Com- 
mon, Public  Garden,  and  other  public  grounds  not 
otherwise  provided  for;  not  exceeding  §1000,  for 
the  to.ols,,  mowing  machines,  and  repairing  the 
same,  for  the  Common  and  other  public  grounds; 
not  exceeding  §200:),  for  water  and  watering  the 
streets  around  tne  public  grounds;  not  exceeding 
§2000,  for  hiring  teams  for  work  on  the  public 
grounds;  not  exceeding  §700,  for  the  purchase  of 
loam  for  the  public  grounds,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided.for;  not  exceeding  §0000,  for  the  purcha.-o 
of  red  gravel,  fur  paths  on  public  grounds;  not 
exceeding,  §1200,  for  manure  to  he' used  on  the 
Common  and  public  grounds  ;  no'  exceeding  §2.eiio, 
for  trees,  shrubs,  grass  and  other  set  ds,  for  pub- 
lic giounds;  i,ol  exc-oiliug  §s()0,  for  constructing 
a  rustic  arbor  on  Public  Garden;  and  orders  au- 
thorizing sai  I  committee  to  contract  for  the  care 
of  the  public  grounds  and  trees  in   the  streets  of 


W. 


at  not   ex'ca 
second  reading. 

Report  of  1  he  Hoard  of  Fire  Commissioners  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  locate  a.  steam  lire  engine  on 
Charles  street,  near  Poplar  st.cct.  Placed  upon 
file.  .,-.. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  sum  of  §1500for 
the  completion  of  the  contract,  lor  reporting  and 
publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council. 
Ordered  to  a  second  leading. 

Revised  list  of  j  mors  for  1874  Accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  on  petition  of 
trustee,  of  Nathaniel  Whiting's  esta  1  e,  for  leaye 
to  ljuild  a  party  wall  on  the  iii.e  of  land  owned  by 
the  cityon  Washington  square,  that  the  city's  kind 
has  been  sold  on  conditions  that  will  allow  such 
wa'l  to  be  built.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Pubbe  hands  (leave  to 
withdraw)  (in  petition  of  Stanley  Gore  i-  Co.  for 
abatement  of  a  portion  of  their  rent  of  wharf  on 
Albany  street.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

The  second  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
came  down  with  non-concurrence  of  the  other 
branch  in  the  amendment,  to  the  Salai  v  bill  allow- 
ing §400  to  tiie  Su;u  rinteudent  of  Streets,  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  President— The  question,  is  whether  the 
Council  will  recede  from  or  adhere  to  its  former 
action  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
here to  i;.;;  former  action  and  appoint  a  committee 
of  conference. 

The.  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Shaw  doub'cd  the  vote;  and  Mr.  Moves  of  Ward  5 
called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adhere  and  appoint  a  committee 
of  conference  was  adopted— yeas  34,  nays  27,  as 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent,  Pleiler,  Brown, 
Burgess,  ('awley,  Crowley,  C'nshman,  Davis,  Hat- 
ley,  Flynn,  Goldtlnyait,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hunne- 
well,  Jennings,  I,ong,Moom^  ,  Morse,  Noves.  Page, 
Petise, .  Bowers,    Shaw,  Siblev,    Sweat,  'Timelier, 


Train,  Walbrd;e,  Warren,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Wilhutt,  Woodward— 34. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Harry,  Beal,  Bearce,  Bur- 
ditt.  Butler,  Crocker,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Har- 
rington, Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Boring. 
Minot,  Peabo.Vy,  Verkins,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  West,  Weston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Board- 
mar.,  Bracket!.,  Collins,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Fuller, 
Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  l'ray,  Smith—  12*. 

The  President  appointed  Messr-.  Shaw  of  Ward 
5,  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  and  .Flynn  of  Ward  7  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Coun.il. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District  to  expend  sums  not  exceeding 
§1000,  for  any  one  object  connected  with  the  im- 
provement of  said  dist)  ict.  Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  one  thousand  copies  .10  be 
printed. of  a  memorial  of  Charles  Sumner, con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  the 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  the  eulogy  to  be  de- 
livered in  Music  Hall.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND   REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  0— Petitions  of  C.  S. 
Rogers,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Washington  street,  near  Richmond  street,  Ward 
16;  and  C.H  &  L.  S.  Richardson,  for  leave  toerect 
wooden  budding  on  Border  street,  near  Central 
square,  Wardl.  Severally  n  ferred  to  Committee 
on  Survev  and  Inspec  ion 'of  buildings. 
■  By  Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11— Relation  of  Nicholas 
N.  Noyes,  Captain  of  Company  A,  Fourth  Battal- 
ion, fin- an  appropriation  of  $500  for  fitting  up  the 
armory  of  said  company,  in  Concord  Hall.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Armories. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buddings,  submitted  the  following  orders  : 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Public  build- 
ings he  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  schoolhouse 
on  Quiuey  street,  Ward  14,  on  land  purchased  for 
that  purpose,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  fifty  thou- 
,'and  dollars,  the  plans  for  said  building  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and  the  expense  of  erecting  the  building  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  provided  for  that 
purpose,  and  pas- ed  upon  in  the  annual  appro-, 
printion  for  1874-75. 

Ordered,  Th.it  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot,  of  laud  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dart  mouth  street,  satisfactory  to  the 
Board  "of  Fire  Commissioners,  and  erect  "thereon 
an  engine  hou.-e  for  Engine  No.  22,  at  an  estimat- 
ed cost  for  land  and  building  of  forty  thousand 
dollars;  the  expense  to  be  (barged  to  the  appro- 
priation f  >r  that  purpose  as  provided  for  and 
passed  upon  in  the  annual  atmropriation  for 
1874-75. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  near 
Dover  street  for  Engine  No.  3,  and  erect  thereon 
an  engine  house,  at  an  estimated  cost  for  land 
and  buildings  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
that  purpose  as  provided  for  and  passed  upon  in 
the  annual  appropriation  for  1874-75. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public.  Build- 
ing:; be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets,  and 
erect,  thereon  an  engine  h  uise  satisfactory  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  an.  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  building  of  forty-five  thousand 
dollars;  the  expense  to  be  charged*  to  the  appro- 
priation provided  for  that  purpo.-e  and  passed 
upon  111  the  atinual  app  opriation  for  1874-75. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Warn  U— Do  these,  orders  have  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners? 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— They  have  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Fiie  Coininissdinors,  who  are  sup- 
ported by  a  very  strong  petition  presented  last 
year.  Ai'iv  action  taken  upon  diem,  if  pas:  ed,  will 
be   entirelv    in  agreement   with  the  Board  of  Fire 
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purpose  and  |i:isscil  u |>< »n  n    llle    appropriation  lor 
1874-75. 

ni'.icini,  That  Hie  OoHimittee  on  Public  RnHrt- 
ingB  lie  authorized  to  build  an  addition  to  the 
Public  Library  building  toaocom date  the  do- 
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the  first  part  of  the 
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Supreme  Judicial  Court;  these  causes  have 
been  postponed  for  his  accommodation,  but 
they,  cannot  be  postponed  any  longer,  out  of 
regard  for  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  in  those 
cases.  He  having  entire  charge  of  those  matters, 
and  being  at- o  engaged  in  the  Legislature,  it  be- 
comes necessary  that  some  temporary  assistance 
should  be  afforded,  and  in  order  that  "this  assist- 
ance may  he  of  any  avail,  it  should  be  afforded 
immediately. 

-  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  said  the  reason  he  asked 
the  question  was,  there  was  a  matter  of  that  kind 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  he  wished 
to  know  if  there  are  two  parties  to  be  employed; 
or  whether  they  were  to  employ  the  same  party. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Dean  nf 
Ward  12  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the 
order  might  he  put  upon  its  passage.  The  rule 
was  suspended— 55  for,  0  ;  gainst — and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  question  was 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  order  would 
pass.  He  knew  very  well  that  the  Law  Depart- 
ment was  exceedingly  crowded;  'he  City  Solicitor 
has  not  had  that  time  to  prepare  hills  in  the  city's 
interest  which  he  should  have  had,  and  nothing 
was  needed  but  time;  he  has  hail  so  many  cases 
in  court  that  he  has  been  precluded  from  "attend- 
ing to  the  city's  business  at  the  State  House  as  it 
should  have  been. 


Armories,  sul  miffed  the  followirg: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  §250, 
in  furnishing  1  he  armorv  occupied  bv  Company  K 
Ninth  Eegiiiu  nt  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M„  at  No.  143 
Broadway;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  siro, 
in  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the'  corner  of 
Warren  and  rainier  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 
■  Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  fitting  up  the  armorv  occupied 
by  Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V. 
M-,  at  the  1  orner  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  Char- 
lestown  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopria- 
tion  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
occupied  by  Comnany  K,  Ninth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M..  in  Third  street,  be  discontinued 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  A,  D.  U-74, 
and  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of 
armory  for  the  use  of  said  company  at  No.  143 
Broadway,  beginning  11  the  first  day  of  May.  A; 
I).  ls74;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories, 


Severally  ordered  to  a  tecond  icadmg. 
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Mr.  Pease,  n)  Warn  1,  lor  the  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  the  following  report  (Printed 
City  Cnc.No.38): 

MVjority  BepOrt.  The  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee nn  \\  ater,  who  were  requested  bv  orders  of  the 
City  Council,  (1)  To  consider  the  pos.-  ibilitv  and 
expense  or   obtaining  a  Sufficient   supply  of  'water 

for   the   cits    by  connecting    Mystic    Pond   with 
Shawshine,   Concord    ami     Met 
either  of  theui,  by  the  ate  of 
Canal  or  otherwise-;  fS 

of  making  a  permanent  water  e 
Yarm  Pond  and  Lake  COChitUi 
ing  a  conduit  from  Late  <<• 
Charles  Hiver  bv  a  bridge)  to  CI 


or 


.1  edieoej 

m  between 
coiistmct- 

■  [crossing 
Hill  Reser- 
voir:!.-:, to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  water  of 
(liar)"-  River  at  the  point  where  it  would  be  expe- 
dient to  take  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  citv;  (4)  to 
ascertain  bv  accurate  surveys  the  watershed  of 
Mystic  Pond;  (5,  to  ascertain" the  number  of  mills, 
and  the  average  amount  of  water  required  daily 
'>>'  each,  on  Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers,  respect- 
ively, as  a  means  of  obtaining  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  water  damages  which  will  be 
caused  by  making  use  of  those  rivers  for  a  water 
supply, — beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying 
report  from  the  City  Engineer,  furnishing' the 
information  desired  under  the  four  orders  first 
named,  and  the  report  of  Messrs.  Warren  and 
Adains  of  this  committee,  covering  the  informa- 
tion, so  far  as  it  could  be  procured,  requested  in 
the  fifth  order. 

These  reports  are  so  full  and  comprehensive, 
that  it  is  hardly  po  sihle  for  the  committee  to  add 
anything  to  them.  It  maybe  well,  however,  to 
recapitulate  briefly  the  results  which  have  been 
obtained. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  of  the  Shawshine 
River,  in  a  season  of  extreme  drought,  piovided 
suitable  storage  basins  arc  established,  would  be 
about  20,5(10,01111  gallons  daily.  ■  In  an  ordinary  year 
a  supply  of  24.iiiHi,ni)ii  or  25,000, DUO  might  lie  ob- 
tained. 'The  quality  of  the  wa*cr  compares  favor- 
ably with  the  Sudbury.  Charles  and  Mystic. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  water  by  pump- 
ing for  distribution  111  '.his  citv.  The  cost  of  works 
for  an  immediate  daily  supply  of  s. 000, (too  gallons, 
]  binned  so  as  to  1  e  readily  enlarged  from  time  to 
time,  and  eventually  deliver  the  entire  yield  of  the 
fhawshinc,  is  estimated  at  s2.i;23,775.  The  cost  of 
delivering  eacli  million  of  gallons',  on  the  basis  of 
a  del' very  of  15,000,000  gallons  daily,  would  be 
S38  75;  much  higher  than  for  the  (  harles  and  Sud- 
bury rivers  schemes,  although  a  cheap  class  of 
works  has  been  estimated  upon.  The  plan  in- 
volves the  construction  of  a  standpipe  in  place  of 
a  reservoir,  the  use  of  an  open  canal,  and  the  lay- 
ing of  a  foity-two  inch  main  over  the  West-Boston 
Bridge.  Th"e  standpipe  system  is  an  imperfect 
one;  the  use  of  an  open  canal  is  decidedly  objec- 
tionable; and  the  bringing  of  the  main  snpply 
across  a- wide  ami  navigable  1  iver  is  attended  with 
considerable  risk. 

In  this  cstima  e,  as  well  as  in  the  estimates  which 
follow,  no  allowance  is  made  for  mill  damages  be- 
low the  point  ri  taking,  or  for  interest  during 
construction,  or  cost  of  negotiating  loans.  The 
mill  damages  0:1  the  Shawshine,  at  liallardvale, 
and  below,  would  be  eom-ideral  le. 

The  estimated  cost  of  works  built  upon  a  differr 
cut  plan  (siu  h  as  has  been  proposed  for  the  Sud- 
bury River, .  ee  p.  is  City  Engineer's  Report),  and 
callable  of  delivering  in  the  city  an  average  sup- 
ply of  twenty  or  twenty- five  million  gallons  daily 
from  the  Shawshine,  amounts  to  §6,026,570.  On  the 
basis  of  a  supply  of 
cost  for  each  million 
S53  94.  These  works  might  be  reduced  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  mimed  iate 'future  >o  as  to  make  the 
estimated  expense  S4. 480,000. 

The  estimated  yield  of  the  Concord  River,  with- 
out  stoi:v_c.  i-  15,500,000  gallons  daily.  The  Engi- 
neer is  of  opinion  that  for  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year  the  water  from  this  source  would  prove 
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.  works, of  a  capacity  to  deliver  50,000,000  gallons 
.  daily,  including  a  high-level  reservoir  of  a  capaci- 
ty of:  120,000,000  gallons,  is  $7,703,300.  '.The  CO  t of 
delivering  each- -million -of  gallons  is  S30  00.  The 
.  estimated  cost  of  works  with  a  standpipe.  la  place 
of  a  reservoir  is  $0,880,000.  The  mill  damages  on 
the  Concord  would  be  very  large. 

Another  scheme  for  piocuni.g  a  supply  of  water 
from  this  source  is  described  by  the  Engineer, 
namely,  turning  the  Concord  into  the  lower  basin 
of  the  Shawshme,  by  which  the.warer  from  the 
i  former  would  be  purified  to  some  extent..  The 
cost  of  delivering'  60,800,000  gallons  daily,  upon 
this  plan,  is  estimated  at  $8,341,630,  exclusive-  of 
heavy  mill  damages  on  both  the  .Shawshine  and 
Concord.  Works  of  a  smaller  capacity  ("with  two 
.  engines,  one  compartment  to  the  reservoir,  one 
deliveiy  main  and  the  conduit  brought  from  the 
Shawshine  only")  could  be  bailt  for  $4,850,000. ' 

The  estimated  cost  of  works  for  a  supply  of  rif  ty 
nvllion  gallons  daily  from  the  Merritnae*Riv<  r  is 
.$13,224';200.  The  scheme  embraces  a  pumping  sta- 
tion, settling  basins  .and  niters  at  or  near  Lowell, 
and  a  conduit  leading  to  the  pumping  engines  at 
"Winchester.  The  cost  of  "ea^  h  million  gallons 
.  would  be  $52  24.  The  cost  of  works  proportioned 
to  immediate  use  is  $7, soO.OCO.'    . 

In  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  from  8he 
Merrimac,  it  is  stated  that  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year KJfc i?  very  turbid,  and  the  suspended 
matter  doe*  not  readily  subside,  even  when  the 
water  is  at  rest.  The  amount  of  matter  held  in 
suspension  at  such  times  is  sufficient  to  render 
the  water  somewhat  objectionable  for  domestic 
use,  and  entirely  nnttt  for  many  manufacturing 
processes."  The  cost  of  suitable  settling  basins 
would  be  so  large  that  filtration  is  regarded  as 
the  only  practicable  method  of  freeing  the  wafer 
from  its  mechanical  impurities.  The  mill  dam- 
ages on  this  river  would  also  be  very  lai -^e.  ' 

On  the  order  in  relat  on  to  establishing  a  perma- 
nent connection  between  '  Farm  Pond  and  Lake 
Cochituate,  and  constiuetiv.g  a  condnit  from  Lake 
Cochituate  YO'Chesrtnut-Hul  Resenoir,  the  City 
Engineer  reports  that  it  •»  ould  be  inexpedient,  for 
reasons  which  are  given  on  ppi  37-44.  The  e  ti- 
mated  expense  of  bringing  water  from  Sudbuiv 
Xfiver  bv  that  route  is  .$6,820,388, 

On  the  order  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  wa- 
ter of  Charles  River,  at  the  point  where  it  would 
be  expedient  to  take  it,  the  City  Engineer  sub- 
mits the  results  of  analyses  made  at  different 
times  during  the  past  forty  wnirs,  bv  weil-known 
chemists.  The  able  report'  by  Professor  W.  R; 
Nichols,  made  last  year  to  the  State  Hoard  ©f 
Health,  on  the-present'eondinon  of  certain  rivers 
in  Massachusetts, imprinted  in  full  in  the  Appen- 
dix. It  is  evid.ent  that  the  water  of  Charles  River 
should  lie  held  in  reservphs  for  some  time  before 
it  is  used,  and  pos-  ibly  it  would  require  nitration 
unless  important  changes  were  made  in  the  drain- 
age area.  i 

It  appears  from  accurate  surveys  ot  the.  Mystic 
watershed  (made  under  the  authority  of  fourth 
orders  that  it  covers  an  area  of  27.75  square  miles, 
being  iou  per  "cent,  less  than  the  area  given  by 
the  engineer  of  the  Mystic  Water  Works,  and  6.6 
per  cent,  more  than  that  givpn  by  Messrs.  Kirk-, 
wood  &  Francis. 

The  information  in  relation  to  the  damages 
which  would  accrue  to  the  mill  proper! y  on 
Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers,  by  the  use  of  the 
waters  of  those  jivers  (appended  to  this  re|  ort),  is' 
furnished  by. Messrs.  Warren  and  Adams  of  your 
committee,  who,  by  practical  experience,  were 
peculiarly  qualified  to  perform  that  duty. 

For  the' convenience  of  members,  flue  following 
condensed  statement  is  presenter!,  showing  the 
estimated  cost  of  ihe  various  schemes  before  the 
City  Council,  for  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
with  the  probable  time  required  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  same,  and  the  en  t.  per  piillion. gallons: 

Sudbury  River-Cost,  $5,150,000.  (Se-  Page  58 
Cily  Doc.  20.  1873,)  Time  required,  three  full  work- 
ing- seasons.  Cost,  per  million  gallons,  £21  17." 
This  source  will  furnish  a  supply,  in  addition  to 
the  Coohituate,  of  -40,000,000  gallons  daily  in  the 
drvest  sea-on.     ;  ' 

Mystic.  Pond-Cost,  $1. 408,540.  (Sec  page  18  City 
Doe.  134,  lS7:-t.)  Time  required,  two  full  working 
seasons,  tost,  per  million  gallons,  >40.  This. 
source  will  furnisjh  for.  \\>e  in  the  city  south  of 
Charles  River  a  temporary  supply  of  about  seven 
or  eight  milliontgalloiis  daily. 

Sbawshine   Rver— Scheme    Mo.    1    (to    furnish 


lion  gallons,  for  works  of  capacity  to  deliver 
15,000,000  gallons  daily,  $38  75. 

Shawshine  River— Scheme  No.  2  (to furnish  20,- 
503,000  gallons  daily).  Cost,  $6,026,570.  (See  page 
19  of  Engineer's  Report,  appended.)  Time  re- 
quired, three  full  working  seasons.  Cost  pef  mil- 
lion gallons,  $53  94.       '  • 

Con  ord  River— Scheme  No.  1.  Cost,  $7,703,300. 
•  (See  page  29  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.) 
Time  required,  three  full  working  seasons.  Cost 
per  nvlhon  gallons,  $30.  This  source  will  furnish 
50,000,000  gaUons  daily. 

Concord  River— Scheme  No.  2.  Cost,  $8,341,630. 
(Siepage  30  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.) 
Time  required,  three  full  working  seasons.  Cost, 
per  miBiou  gallons,  $32  50.  50,000,000  gallons 
daily. 

Merrimac  River— Scheme  No.  1.  Cost,  $13,065,- 
000.  (See  page  34  City  Engineer's  report,  append- 
ed.)" Time  required,  four  full  working  sea- 
sons. Cost,  per  million  gallons,  $53  61.  bv  estimate 
Of  February  13,  1872.  This  source  will  furni  h 
50,000.000  gallons  daily. 

Merrimac  River— No.  2.  Co=t,  .513,224,200.  (See 
page  36  City  Engineer's  Report,  appended.)  Time 
required,  four  fall  working  seasons.  Cost  per 
inillio.i  gallons,  $52  24.    50.oao.noo  gallons  dallv. 

Charles  River— Cost.  $1,150,000.  Time  require^1, 
two  full  working  seasons.  Cost  per  million  gal- 
lons (wo  ks  of  capacity  to  deliver  00,090,000  gallons 
daily),  without  filtering.  $16  38;  with  liheriur, 
^30  00.  (See  pages  48,  49  and-  50  City  Engineer's 
report,  appended.)  The  mill  damages  on  thi> 
river  would  be  large.  It  would  certainly  be  nece.  - 
sary  to  establish  storage  basins  for  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  water,  and  there  are  no  facilities  for 
such  basins  on  the  lin2  of  the  river  within  fortf  or 
fifty  miles  of  this  city. 

If  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  is  adopted,  there 
will  be  require!  during  the  next  four  or  five 
years  (in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  .woi*ks)  f  or 
mill  di.ina-ges,  interest  on  construction  account. 
new  supply  mains  for  newly-annexed  territory, 
and  immediate  additions  to  the  high-service  work, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $3,000,000.  ; 

1  he  expeir-  es  connected  with  the  taking  of  the 
Concord  and  Merrimac  would  largely  exceed 
that  amount;  and  for  the  •  Shawshine  they  would 
be  somewhat  less,  the-mill  damages  being  smaller: 

The  causes  which  lei  to  the  selection  of  Farm 
Pond  and  Sudbury  River  as  the  most  available 
sources  from  which  to  obtain  an  additional  supplv 
of  pure  water  are-set  forth  very  fully  and  clearly 
in  City -Docrnhents  numbered' 29  and  1.34  of  the 
yea  1873.  Although  the  Ei.gin.2er  was  pressed  to 
a  dec  sion  in  making  the  sel  ctiou  before  com- 
plete suiveys  had  been  made,  subsequent  investi- 
gations have  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of 
the  choice.  If  the  question  was  ent  rely  open, — if 
no  steps  whatever  had  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
mei  t  <n  determining  a  new  source"  of  supply, — 
the  committee  would,  with  all  the  information 
liovr  before  them,  unhesitatingly  adopt  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  as  .  being,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  Mayor  in  his  inaugural  address,  the 
surest,  safest  and  most  economical  way  of  sucur- 
ii  g  a  permanent  supply  for  the  future.  In  the 
amount  and  quality  of  the  water,  the  present  and 
prospective  freedom  from  pollution  of  the  water- 
shed, the  facilities  for  storage  and  control,  the 
elevation  (which  is  just  sufficient  to  furnish  the 
supplv  by  gravitation  and  not  so  high  as  tore- 
quire  the  payment  of  unnecessary  mill  dama  *osi, 
the  shortness  of  the  conduit,  line  to  Chestnut-Hill 
Rese.  voir-,  and  the  comparatively  low  cost  <  f  de- 
livery as  a  permanent  supply,  this  scheme  pos- 
sesses advantages  over  any  of  the  others  which 
ha\  e  been  examined. 

•  The  requisite  1  gisla'ion  has  beer,  obtr  inert,  and' 
the  work  has  been  actively  entered  upon.  If  a  y* 
o-hrr  scheme  is  adopted,  additio.  al  legid  tion 
will  be  necessary,  and  a  strong  oi  position  w.ll 
have  to  be  encountered  from  other  cities  and 
towns,  and  (om  private  corporations;  and  the' 
work  which  has  been  contracted  for  on  the  now 
conduit, f:om  Farm  Pond  to  (  hestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir must  be  abandoned  and  lost. 

The  adoption  of  the  Cochituate  schem  •  v,ms  \  io- 
lently  oppo  od  and  at  first  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  works  was  altogether 
beyond  the  future  requirements  of  the  city;  and 
yet,  in  a  period  of  le  s  than  flurry  year-,  the 
wants  of  the  city  have  outrun  the  extreme  capaci- 
ty of  the  sou  -co  then  selected.  It  must  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  view  that  the  prosperity  of  our  manu- 
facturing in  fere  ts.  as  well  as  thc'health  and  com- 
fort of  all  our  citizen  ,  depends  upon  securing  an 
abundant   and    unfailing   supply   of  pure  water. 
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COMMON       <  J  (  )  U  NO  I  I, 


The  prospective  wants  of  the  city  an:  well  p 
sentcd  in  the  following  extract  dam  the  first 
port  made  last  year: 


island  fornieil  by  the  harbor  ami  the  Charles  anil 
Noponset  rivers  and  their  connecting'  stream, 
Mother  Brook. 

The  territory  covered  bv  Boston  an  J  the  above- 
named  towns  is  topographically  one  district,  and 
hardly  admits  of  subdivision  when  considered 
with  reference  to  water  supply  and  sewerage. 

The  population  of  the  entire  district  in  1870  was 
287,787,  and  the  rates  of  future  increase  applied  to 
it  will  show  a  growth  of  7(111.132  in  fifty  years,  and 
a  total  population  in  1920  of  987,919,  or  1,000,000  of 
souls.  . 

One  million  of  people  will  form  a  large  city ;  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  Boston  is  the  mctropo- 
lisof.New  England,  with  its  extensive  territory 
and  increasing  manufacturing  population,-r-thatt 
it  is  the  radiating  point  for  the.  whole  system  of 
New.  England  raihoads,- that  it  possesses  a  fine 
harbor,  with  which  uo  other  on  the  New  England 
const  can  compare  in  facilities  for  commerce,  and 
that  it  is  likely  to  become  the  port  of  at  least  a 
portion  of  the' Northwest,  it  dots  not  appear  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that,  it  may  grow  to  such  a 
size  within  the  estimated  time. 
'  In  looking,  then,  for  a  new  source  of  supply,  the 
wants  of  at  least  one  million  of  people  should  he 
kept  in  view;  and  in  fixing  upon  the  capacity  of 
the  works,  those  parts  which  cannot  lie  enlarged 
or  readily  duplicated  should  be  proportioned  for 
an  even  greater  number.  -'... 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  inhabitant 
has  varied  during  '  the  past:  few  years  between 
wide  limits,  haying  been  ninety  to  one  hundred 
gaBons  as  a  maximum,  and  somewhat  less  than 
sixty  as  a  minimum. 

As  the  new  area  to  be  provided  for  will  undoubt- 
edly contain  a  less  proportion  of  manufacturing 
and  shipping  interests  than  that  now  supplied, 
and  as  there  will  probably  be  means  devised  at  no 
distant  day  to  cheek  the  great  waste  that  has 
heretofore 'taken  place,  an  allowance  of  sixty  gal- 
lons for"  eaeh  person  should,  and  without  much 
doubt  will,  be  ample. 

This  allowance  requires  a  total  supply  of  00,000,- 
000  gallons  daily,  id'  which  fully  12,000,000  will  be 
furnished  from  Lake  Coehithate,  ami  about  48,- 
000,000  must  lie  obtained  from  new  sources."  (City 
Doc.  29,  1873.) 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  desire  to  urge  upon 
the  .City  Council  the  great  importance  of  acting 
upon  this  matter  without  any  more  delay  tn. 


absolutely  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
'    ~'ie  reports  of  the  City  Engii 

.i  -si-  lani  -,  and  of  \!e--i>    Kii  kuood    and    Franeis, 


it.    The  report 


Sneer  and  his   able 


furnish  sufficient  information  to  enable  every 
member  of  the  Government  to  act  intelligently 
upon  the  question. 

Respectfully  submitted,     ,    ■ 
S.  B.  Steubins, 
John  T.  Clark, 
Frederick  Pease, 
.  Ebe.nezkr  Adams, 
William  H.  Kent* 
■Francis  Hunnewell, 
Majority  of  Committee.  :  . 
Minority  Report.    The  undersigned  regrets  that 
he   cannot  agree   with  the   majority  report,  -  His 
reasons  he  \\  ill  briefly  state.     So  far  as  it,  concerns 
the  order  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency  of   constructing    a    conduit    from    Lake 
Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill   Reservoir,  etc.,  it  is 
evident  that  the  subject  has  been  evaded  as  much 
as  possible.      The   undersigned,   hading  that  the 
meaning  of  the  order  had  been  somewhat  miscon- 
strued, requested  the  City  Engineer  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  conduit  of  about  the  size 
of  the  present  one;  that  it  was  not  the  intent  nor 
spirit  of  the  order  requiring  an  estimate  of  a  con- 
duit from  Farm  Fond  to  Lake  ('uehituate.tis  none 
is  needed,  any  more  than  it  would  be  in  the  bed  of 
the  Sudbury  River ;  that    the   conduit  which  was 
considered    by  the    engineer   was   of   a  capacity 
double  the.  size    needed'    for    the    whole    Sudbury 
River. 

After  making  several  requests  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer to  report  the  cost  of  a  conduit  of  the  proper 
capacity,  he  reluctantly  concluded  to  do  so;  but 
refuted  to  allow  it  to  go  into  print  with  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

The  undersigned  is  opposi  d  lo  the  line  of .  con- 
duit proposed    by  the  Water  Board,  from  Farm 


for  mar y  reasons.  First,  that  it  involves  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  *10,r,l>o,0(K),in(  hiding  damages; 
will  take  four  or  live  years  to  complete  it  ready 
for  use,  and  would  allow  no  chance  for  the  aera- 
tion and  purification  of  the  water.    • 

There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  using 
the  lake  at  nearly  its  maximum  height,  of -water. 
There  is  no  necessity  of  using  the  lake  as  a  storage 
basin,  for  we  will  have  1884  acres  of  storage  ba- 
sins at  the  head  of  the  Sudbury..  There  will  ordi- 
narily be  nearly  if  not  quite  as  much  fall  to  the 
mile  on  this  route  as  on  the  other. 

An  extra  strong  conduit,  of  an  area  of  twenty- 
eight  square  feet,  and  capable  of  di  charging 
3f,,uou,ooo  gallons  per  day,  costing  but  a  little  over 
.S2,(iiin,ooo,  according  to'  the  Engineer's  estimate  , 
and  including  all  the  land  and  mill  damages,  will 
not  exceed  i»i4,D00,O0O.  The  above  conduit  can  be 
built  by  the  side  and  parallel  with  the  Cach.tUate 
conduit,  without  any  difficulty,  and  both  can  be 
bridged  over  Charles  River,"  instead  of  using 
siphons, which  are  included  in  the  above  estimated 
cost.  •     .  ■■■■'<•. 

The  new  conduit,  together  with  the  old  one  re- 
paired and  improved  at  Charles  River  crossing, 
will  convey  55,000,000  gallons  per  day,  which  would 
be  an  amp! 2  supply  for  forty  years."  By  that  time 
the  towns  along  the  hue  of  the  Sudbuiy  will  mortt 
Bkely  need  the  remainder  of  the  water  m  tkte 
river,  which  they  will  have  a  right  to  take. ,  But 
if,  at  that  time,  it  should  prove  otherwise,  the.  old 
conduit  could  be  rebuilt,  and  enlarged  to  suit!  the 
requirements  of  the  times.  The  conduit  recom- 
mended by  the  minority  crh  be  built  in  One  sea- 
son.   The  other  will  take  four  or  five  years. 

Boston  cannot,  nor  will  it,ivait  four  or  five  rears 
for  the  completion  of  this  immense  undertaking. 
Theiefore  a  conduit  will1  have  to  be  built  on,  the 
Cochituate  line  very  soon,  whether  the  other  ..is 
built  or  not.        ■■■'        ■  -     ' 

These  facts  must  be  apparent  to  the  Water 
Board.  Why  not  build  this  first,  andnot.wait  for 
the  passage  of  the  order  for  the  mote  expensive 

We  cannot  get  rid  of  building  another,  cor.duit 
for  the  CochinuUe,  unless  we  give  up  and  aban- 
don the  lake,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  people  will 
never  submit  to  that. 

The  present  conduit  has  been  condemned,  many 
times,  and,  of  course,  if  it  cannot  stand,  it.  mast 
be  the  intention  to  build  another  try  its  side,  and 
why  not  do  this  first,  and  stop  to  breathe  before 
we  plunge  the  city  deeper  into  debt  on  this  need- 
less expenditure?  •  j 

Respectfully  submitted,  •    ... 

•Aloxzo  Wabrek.  , 

Report  of  the  Sub-Committee.  A  sub-commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Warren  and  Adams  of 
the  Committee  on  Water,  submit  a  rfeport  on  the 
number,  of  mills  and  the  average  amount  of  water 
used  daily  by  each  on  the  Charles,  Sudbury  and 
Concord  rivers,  the  "Neportset  River  and  Mother 
Brook,  in  which  the  principal  facts  were  set  forth 
in  tables  giving  the  number  of  mills,  the  nuinber 
of  wheels  in  each,  the  size  and  kind  of  wheels, 
the  amount  of  water  used,  the  fall  of  water,  and 
the  power  obtained.  On  the  Sudbury  River  were 
twentv  four  mills,  and  the  combined  horse  j>owar 
of  thirteen  of  them  was  13nl.  <  In  fie  '  harlesware 
thirtv-tlnee  mills,  fifteen  of  Which  had, a  com- 
bined horse  power  of  1373.  On  Mother  Brook  and 
Ncponset' River  were  sixteen  mills,  five  of  which 
had  a  combined  horse  power  of  376.'  It  occurred 
to  the  committee  that  the  Water  power  at  Saxon- 
ville  would  serve  as  a  guide  in  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  water  running  at  that  point  of  the  Sud- 
bmv  River.  The  proprietors  of  the  Saxonville 
mill's  claim  that  they  have  equal  to  325  horse 
power  during  nine  months  in  the  year— that  fa«t 
having' been  ascertained  from  tests  made  bv  steam 
power.  At  the  time  the  committee  visited  those 
mills  (March  10, 1874),  the  entire  works  were  run 
by  the  water  power  alone;  The  agent  of  the 
Wamesit  Power  Company  of  Lowell  was -very  cau- 
tious about  giving  information  in  regard  to'  the  , 
amount  of  water  u-  ed  by  that  company,  and  re- 
ferred the  committee  to  'Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler 
for  any  information  desired  on  that  subject.' 

Appended  to  the  above  is  an  extended  report 
from  the  City  Engineer,  giving  further  details  on 
all  the.  subjects  mentioned,  with  full  appendices 
and  references.  ,     ,  .  • 

Mr.  Fease  of  Ward  I,  in  submittimr  the  above 
report,  moved  that  it  be  read  by  'its  title,  and  gave 
notice  that  on  Tuesday  evening  next  there  would 
be  ail  informal  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  and  the    Board   of  Aldermen   in 
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the  Council  Chamber,  that  the  Mayor  had  been  in- 
vited to  preside,  that  the  City  Engineer  and  City 
Solicitor  would  be  oresent.  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions that  may  be  asked.  Mr.  Pease  also  gave  no- 
tice that  on  Thursday  evening  next  he  should 
move  to  take  f  iom  the  table  the  order  authorizing 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  agents  of  the  city 
of  Bo  ton,  to  seize  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  and 

■  Farm  Pond. 

Air.  De  in  of  Ward  12  inquired  if  the  informal 
meeting  could  not  be  fixed  at  a  later  day;  the  sub- 
ject is,  important;  there  is  a  great  amount  of 
reading  matter  in  the  report,  to  which  it  would  be 
impossible  for  those  who  had  to  work  for  a  living 
to  giveproper  attention  in  the  brief  time  allowed. 

■  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  replied  that  Tuesday  even- 
ing had  been  selected  because  it  appeared  to  be 
the  most  convenient ;   they  might  require  more 

I  than  one  informal  meetinp;  to  gain  the  fullest  in- 
formation;  it  is  very  important  that   the  subject 

■  should  be  thoroughly  discussed  and  disposed  of  as 
.speedilv  as  possible,  and  it  was  the  unanimous 
.  voice  of  the  committee  that  the  meeting  should  be 
.  called  next  Tuesday  evening. 

MriDean  thought  next  Tuesday  might  be  ample 
time  for  a  committee  who  have*  been  giving  at- 
tention to  the  matter  and  preparing  this  report, 
but  the  remainder  of  the  Council  should  not  be 
.gauged  by;  the  committee.  A  week  from  next 
Tuesday  would  be  nearer  the  correct  time  for  in- 
ve  tigation  ;  the  matter  is  of  such  moment  that  it 
.should  be  rightly  done.  To  have  a  matter  involv- 
ing so  many  millions  of  dollars  disposed  of  with  so 
short  an  investigation  has  never  been  attempted 
except  in  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  it  should  never  be  done  there. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  what  the  immediate 
.  question  before  the  Council  was. 

The  President  said  the  question  was  -on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report. 

Sir.  Shaw  said  this  was  the  first  intimation  he 
had  had  of  an  informal  meeting  nr  xt  Tuesday  even- 
ing, and  he  did  not  know  by  whose  authority  it 
was  called.  He-did  not  know  that  the  Council 
•would  agree  to  come  there.  It  seemed  to 
him  rather  a  summary  way  of  proceeding 
■to. call-  them  together  without  authority.  It  is 
too  important  a  matter  to  be  passed  upon  by  an 
informal  .meeting  next  Tuesday;  he  -Nvould  not 
have  .the  time  he  desired  to  read  the  document; 
lie  would  hot  object  to  an  informal  meeting,  and 
thought  the  proper  way  to  consider  the  matter 
was  in  committee  of  the  whole,  without-  interfer- 
ence from  anybody  else,  but  he  would  want  a 
longer-  time  for  examination  than  till  next  Tues- 
day, and  preferred  a  week  from  that  day. 
.  Mn  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  the  gentlemen 
from  .Wards  5  and  12  were  lalioring  under  aniis- 
appreheitsion.  Sometime  ago  he  had  suggested, 
when  this' matter  was  up,  that  they  hold  an  in- 
formal meeting  wiHi  the  authorities  present  who 
are  conversant  with  those  matters,  so  that  they 
could  ask  questions  on  subjeots  on  which  every 
one  desires  tobe  informed  befole  he  votes.  It  is 
quite  necessarv  to  get  information  other  than  is 
contained  in  the  report.  He  eoul  1  go  to  the  City 
Engineer  or  the  Water  Board  and  get  in- 
foimation,  but  lie  could  not  come  back  and  an- 
swer-questions. The  object  of  the  conference  is 
that  all  may.  get  information,  and  they  could  then 
arrive  at  conclusions  much  better  than  in  any 
other  way.  It  matters  not  what  night  it  occurs; 
if  they  could  not  get  information  in  one  night; 
they- must  meet  again.  What  they  wanted  was 
information  which  would  enable  them  to  arrive 
at  proper  conclusions  and  vote  understandingly 
on.  the  question. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  that  the  meeting  was 
called  merely  by  invitation  of  the  Committee  on 
Water,  if  any  gentleman  does  not  see  tit  to  come 
he.  need  not  do  so.  The  committee  would  be  will- 
ing to  extend  the  time,  but  this  matter  had  been 
allowed  to  lie  upon  the  table  : -ince  last  November, 
and  it  is  quite  important  that  it  should  be  decided: 

Mr,  Dean  of  Ward  12  thought  the  effect  of  the 
meeting  would  be  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  and,  the  City  Government  would  meet 
those  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  'with  the 
details  of  this  particular  scheme  that  is  reported 
upon  by  the  committee,  whose  minds  p.ll  tend  in 
one  direction  and  are  committed  to  one  scheme, 
and  the  others  would  meet  to  ask  questions, 
before  they  know  what  questions  to  ask,  of  people 
who  know' exactly  how  to  guide  their  answers, 
and  all  tending  to  the  iiutlieva'ice  of  the  scheme 
they  are  committed  to.  Such  a  meeting  would 
have  the  effect  of  an  ingenious  contrivance  to 
carry  through  a  pet  scheme  as- much  as  if  it  were 


specially  contrived  for  that  purpose.  If  they  met 
all  they  would  hear  would  be  reasons  on  one  side 
by  persons  committed  to  that  side.  He  had  read 
a  great  many  of  these  reports,  which  would  bear 
more  investigation  than  he  had  been  able  to  give, 
and  now,  when  they  were  for  the  first  time  in  a 
posicion  to  pa  s  upon  them,  they  were  notified 
that  a  week  from  next  Thursday  night,  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  act  upon  measures 
involving  so  many  millions  of  dollars— matters 
upon  which  the  public  is  somewhat  divided,  and 
about  which  there  are  radical  differences  of  opin- 
ion. There  are  many  ways  of  obtaining  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  each 
having  its  merits  and  demerits,  but  all  entitled  io 
^careful  consideration.  The  scheme  proposed  in- 
volves the  largest  expenditure,  and  we  are  asked 
to  meet  and  get  information,  all  of  which  would 
tend  in  one  direction. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  in  what  particular  he  (Mr.  Ij.) 
was  laboring  under  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  replied  that  it  was  because 
the  gentleman  did  not  seem  to  have  a  clear  idea 
of  what  the  conference  might  be;  he  seemed  to 
stigmatize  it,  and  it  appeared  as  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  thought  the  same  thing,  and  it 
seemed  as  if  others  had  pet  schemes  which  they 
wished  to  put  through  au:l  they  thought  be  dam- 
aged . 

Mr.  ShdW  of  Ward  5  said  he  had  not  stigmatized 
the  conference;  he  only  said  it  was  the  first  time 
he  had  heard  of  such  a  meeting.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  had  ?  aid  no  one  need  attend  unless 
he  sees  fit.  He  (Mr.  S. )  had  not  missed  a  meeting 
of  Die  Common  Council  since  he  was  sent  there  in 
January,  1873,  while  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
has  gone  down  South  and  remained  away  for 
months,  and  then  comes  here  and  says  he  (Mr.  S.) 
had  misapprehended.  He  proposed  to  do  his  duty, 
and  if  he  was  not  satisfied  he.  proposed 
to  say  so;  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  did  not  propose 
that  the  City  Engineer  and  City  Solicitor  shall 
come  there  and  tell  them  their  views.  He  did  npt 
like  the  plan  of  snapping'  things  through  the 
Council  without  proper  consideration;  the  people 
did  not  send  theiri  there  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Shaw  read  an  extract  from  the  minority  report 
concerning  a  statement  r<  luctantly  made  T>y  the 
City  Engineer  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme, which  he  considered  significant,  and 
yet  they  are  called  upon  to  come  here  and  be  dic- 
tated to.  They  are  not  competent  to  ask  questions 
without  more  time  for  consideration,  and  it  is  not 
creditable  to  undertake  it.  He  did  not  go  off  and 
leave  his  duties  two  orthree  months;  nevertheless 
he— 

The  President  reminded  the  speaker  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  another 
member. 

Mr.. Shaw  said  he  was  not  criticising  another 
gentleman,  but  was  speaking  of  his  own  duties. 
It  is  wrong  to  hurry  such  a  matter  through  in  the 
manner  pi  oposed;  all  he  asked  was  time  to  con- 
sider the  matter  fairly. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  had  suggested  that  perhai  s  the  opposition 
iothe  conference  on  Tuesday  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  other  pet  schemes  might  be  dam- 
age !.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had 
no  pet  schemes  ;  he  had  certain  general 
notions  that  the  largest  possible  expenditure  is 
attempted  to  be  incurred,  and  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  can  be  had  at  a  very  much  less 
<ost,  and  at  a.  Saving  of  millions  to  the  city.  But 
in  cotnmon  with  other  members  of  the  Council,  he 
would  go  into  an  investigation  of  this  matter  with 
a  desire  to  arrive  at  the  very  be' t  result ;  and  he 
had  been  too  long  in  the  haiiit  of  disem:  mg  mat- 
ters propo  ed,  and  of  having  opinions  an  1 
changing  them  after  investigation,  to  have 
the  Slightest  matter  of  pride  of  any  opinion 
that  he  might  express  there  then— that  is.  as 
to  the  opinion  that  this  water  can  be  got  much 
cheaper.  If  he  should  become  convinced  that  it 
was  best,  he  would  cheerfully  go  for  the  largest 
expenditure.  But  how  is  the  conclusion  to  be  ar- 
rived at?  Suppose,  when  the  conference  is  called, 
that  some  go  and  some  do  not;  suppose  that  a 
few  ask  que  ;tions  and  the  balance  of  the  Council 
get  committed  and  yield  to  the  pressure 
of  the  Mayor,  the  City  Solicitor,  the  City 
Engineer  and  a  great  quantity  of  other 
dignitaries  brought  there  to  *  give  them 
learned  wisdom.  The  subject  should  be  investi- 
gated in  the  usual  way,  by  each  branch  separately, 
and  it  ought  to  have  a  concurrent  vote  without 
this  abnormal  method  of  meeting   in   convention, 
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but,  with  separate  discussion  and  independent  ac- 
tion. It  is  defrauding  the  City  Government  of  its 
legitimate  functions,  when,  'it  is  attempted  to 
meet  in'  convention  and  pass  upon  matters  that, 
are.  not  to  be  acte.l  on  in  convention,  and  the 
evil  is  just  as  great  as  If  action  is  had  in  joint 
•  convention,  although  the  concurrent  votes  inav 
subsequently  be  taken  in  the  different  chambers. 
It  is  here  in  this  Council,  under  the  sanction  of 
their  oaths,  with  due  deliberation  as. a  separate 
body,  una.wed,  uninfluenced  and  untrammelled 
by  any  mayors  or  any  other  bodies  of  ineja, 
that  .  they  should  -pass  upon  this  ques- 
tion, on  their  own  judgment,  and  fjfe 
other  branch  should  deal  With  it  in  the  same  wav. 
Apd  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that  after  they  get  all 
this  information  together— all  this  committal,  a,s 
it  will  be— they  can.then  iheetiu  their  separate 
chamber.,  anil  have  the  great  ami  glorious  privi- 
lege of  passing  rtpoil  these  matters'by  concurrent 
vole..  For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
Council  on  the  subject  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
that  it  is  unwise  to  hold  a  joint  convention  for  the 
purpo  c  of  dealing  with  this  subject,  but  that  'it 
should  be  dealt  with  as  prescribed  by  the  city 
charter. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G  thought  an  unreasonable 
amount  of  indignation  had  been  gotten  up  about 
a  harndess  suggestion,  and  that  gentlemen  hail 
entirely  misapprehended  the  matter.  ,Thcy  talk 
about  a  meeting  iri  convention  as  if  they  were  go- 
,ing  to  pass  yotes,  when  nothing  of  the  kind  had 
been  proposed.  It  is  a  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  that*' any.  gentlemen  who 
choose  shall  come  there  '  arid  ask  questions 
of  officials"  who  have  -made  the  .  subject 
a  study  and  are  supposed  10  know  mo  f, 
about  it.  They  all  wish  for  light  upon  this  subject; 
there  are  Some  points  on  Which  they  need  particu- 
lar information,  and  that  there  can  be  harm  in 
coming  there  and  asking  questions  when 'they  are 
all  together,  instead  of  seeking  the  officers  out  in- 
dividually, seemed  to  him  to  be  the  height  of  ab- 
surdity. He  hoped  the  suggestion  would  be  car- 
ried out;  and  that  such  an  informal  meeting  would 
be  heb'— hot  to  pass  votes  or  say  what  they  shall 
do,  but  a  meeting  to  which  gentlemen  desiring  in- 
formation will  Come  and  put  their  questions  and 
hear  the  answers  of  gentlemen  competent  to  give 
information. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  1)  thought  the  gentlemen 
from  War.  s  5  and  12  either  misapprehended  the 
object  of  the  informal  meeting  altogether,  or  did 
not  want  any  meeting  whatever.  It  is  foolish  to 
occupy  time  in  discussing  the  question  at  all,  be- 
cause if  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  choose  .to  ask 
members  of  the  Common  Council  to  come  there 
next  Tuesday  evening,  no  vote  of  the  Conned 
woul'l  prevent  him  from  coming,  it  is  not  proper 
to  stigmatize  this  action  as  an  underhanded  en- 
deavor to  commit  the  Council  to  any  particular 
scheme. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12 -would  not  offer  the  resolution  he 
proposed.  He  would  be  very  soriy  to  think  the 
'Council  was  a.  body  to  h  dragooned  by  the  Mayor 
or  Hoard  of  Aldermen  in-o  giving  its' consent,  to 
anything  that  did  not  ajppeal  to  , their  in- 
telligence. He  was  sure  they  were  not  such  a 
body.  He  could  see  no  harm  in.  meeting  the 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  or  anybody 
else_,  who  could  give  information  upon'  this 
Subject.  It  is  a.  matter  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  he  could. not  conceive  what  objection  tlie 
gentlemen  from  Wards  5  and  12  can  have  to  the 
meeting—  Hiey  are  gentlemen  of  large  experience 
in  municipal  alfair.s,  and  desire  to  do  justice  (o 
the  wants  of  the  city,  and  he  coul  1  not  understand 
the  motives  of  their  opposition.  He  trusted  the 
Council  would  act  independently  even  if  'the  reso- 
lution were  intro  luced. 


remarks,  clearly  indicated  that  there  could  be  no 
misapprehension.  Of  course  any  action  they  take 
is  to  be  by  concurrent  vote,  as  provided  by  the 
city  charter,  ami  the  object  of  that  provision 
was  that  each  branch  should  deal  with  a  sub- 
ject separately,  discuss  it  and  act  upon  it 
independently,  uninfluenced  by  the  other  body  or 
any  out-idei's' whatever.  'That  is  a  peculiar  feat- 
ure of  the  organization  .  it  comes  from  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,- and  it  has  been  preseived 
in  this  great  republic,  in  Congress,  in  the  several 
State  legislatures ;  wherever  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient' to  have  legislative  bodies  it  lias 
been  found  essential  for  the  true  conduct 
of  public  affairs,  that  there  should  be  two. 
separate     branches,     who     should      act     inde- 


icli  other.  The  object  wast)  se- 
•>ende  ce  and  proper  deliberation 
:pedition,bat  deliberation.   Legis- 
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two  sepal'  i.e  bodies  was  for  the  purpose  of  Secur- 
ing that  careful  deliberation— m  other  words,  a 
mea  uro  that  is  to  pass  shall  bo  ground 
through  two  bodies  of  men  ..organized  nome- 
wliat  differently,  free  and  independent  of  caoh 
other  in  their  action.  The  Council  is  composed  of 
leure  entatives  of  the  different  wards,  the  hoard 
of  Aldermen  are  elected  bv:the  people  at  large, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  if  any  measure  can    be 


wo   branches   it  is  aU  right.    It  is 
pa 


.  undoubtedly  true  that  after  they  shall  have  had 
these  jo  nt  conventions,  they  are  to  pass  upon 
thes?  matters  by  concurrent  ^ote;  but  airy  one 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Gover anient 
and  ob  erve  the  action  of  tue  Council  has  found 
that  the  great  difficulty  is  that  thk.gs  get  shaped, 
som?how  or  other,  so  mat  norca  oning or  investi- 
gation seems  to  have  any  effect  upon  them 
Lat  aU — they,  get  shaped  by  the  departments, 
get  crystallized  there  and  are  put  through 
the  Council  without  any  proper  investigation  on 
.  the  part  of  the  different  branches,  and  the  result 
,  of  if  is  members  -it  back  in  their  seat?  and  give 
up  any  idea  of  investigating  or  attempting  to  inves- 
tigate, and  let  them  go  through— and  he  appealed 
.  to  every  member  if  matters  had  noi  gone  through 
which,  if  it  had  been  known  what  they  were, 
.would  not  have  been  passed  upon.  It  shoul  1  be 
, discuss 'd  in  their  separate,. branches,  but  if  they 
have  all  got  their  minds  made  up  so  that  they  caa- 
.not  be  receptive  to  any  new  opposite  ideas,  then 
all  the  evil  is  done,  because  the  casting  of  a  .vote 
•is  the  most  info,  mal  thing  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  he  cared  very  little 
whether  .he-e  is  a  convention  or  not,  but,  its  a 
member  of  the  Water  Committee,  he  must  take 
come  exception  to  remarks  which  had  been  made. 
-A  great  deal  of  feeling  has  been  worked  up  about 
a  very  simple  matter,  ft  will  be  found,  by  this  re- 
port, that  the  Water  Committee  are  not  committed 
to  any  particular  .course  of  action  except  as  they 
were  eon v- need  by  the  facts  presented  at  the  nu- 
merous meetings  held  upon  the  subject.  What 
be  objected  to  was,  that  the  committee,  by  issuing 
this  simple  invitation  for  an  informal  ,  meeting 
of  both  branches,  are  actuated  by  improper 
motives.  That  he  objected  to  and  .  denied. 
After  this  report  was  made,  the  question  then 
came  up,  how  shall  this  great  and  important  sub- 
ject,—undoubtedly  .he  greatest  that  will  come  be- 
fore the  Council  this  year— be  put  before  the 
meinbe.s  of  the  City  Kovermnent  who  have  not 
paid  as  much  attention  to  it  as  the  comraitteehave. 
It  was  suggested  that  a  meeting  be  held  for 
.the  purpo.  e  of  information,.-  not  to  rcany 
any  particular  point,  but  to  give  an  -  op- 
portunity for  investigation;  it  was  proposed 
that  the  City  Solicitor  should  be  present,  to, give 
answers  upon  legal  points,  and  the  City  Engineer, 
to  give  information  upon  practical,  points  of  em 
giuecring.  It;  seemed  to ,  the  committee  that  that 
■was  as  fair  a  tiling  as  could  be  done,  and  he  coull 
hot  see  why  this  objection  should  be  made  to  if. 
.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  that  if  he  understood 
the  gen. leinan  f torn  Ward  21  aright  the  commit- 
tee are  not  inclined  to  any  particular  course  of  ac- 
tion.    , 

•  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  replied  that  it  was  only  so 
far  as  they  had  been  influenced  by  fact=t  drawn 
but  during  the  course  of  their  investigations.  He 
did  not  think  the  .report  very  seriously  urged  one 
scheme  or  another;  an  abstract  of  each  scheme  is 
presented,  so  that  all  the  items  in  regard  to   eaah 


eluding  sentence  of  the  committee's  report,. which 
was  till  lie  had  asked  for— the  amplest  time  for  a 
full  discussion,  and  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
subject.  Hasty  action  he  opposed.  He  did  not 
i.ha.  ge  that  anybody  came  there  to  advocate  any 
particular  scheme,  but  there  was  an  effort  to  in- 
duce hasty  action  and  the  jumping  at  eonehisiom, 
which  he  could  not  do;  nor  could  he  jump  up  at  a 
moment's  notice  and  -propound  questions  to 
learned,  doctors.  His  motive  for  opposition  to  the 
meeting  was  that  lie  wanted  time  to  get  informa- 
tion, and  he  did  not  want ,. to  vote  yes  or 
ho  on.  the  subject  uutd  he  had  got.  the.  nec- 
essary informa'.ion.  If  til  -y  undertake  this  un- 
heard-of mole  of  action,  call  together  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  every- 
body else  who  have  axes  to  grind,  to  com?  and  in- 
timate what  they  ought  to  cio,  the  citizens  would 
be  authorized  to" calf  a  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  to 
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express  their  opinions  and  say  to  their  rep- 
resentatives through  the  press  what  is  their 
opinion  of  such  action.  Ave  they  to  be  invited. 
info  that  chainlier,  which  should  be  sacred  to  the 
Common  Council, to  hear  criticisms  from  anybody 
else  ?    'It  is  unheard  of ;  it  is  not  right  or  manly. 


wish  such  important  things  to  be  rushed  through 
the  council. 

"  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was  nor  speaking  on 
the  question  before  the  Council,  which  is  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report,  and  was  wasting  their  time. 

The  President  decided  that  the  point  was  well 
taken.  The  Chair  had  only  allowed  the  debate 
thus  far  because  no  objection  was  made.  The  dis- 
cussion in  reference  to  the  invitation  is  out  of 
order  and  has  been  so  from  the  beginning;  the 
question  is  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  the  Chair  would  do  him 
the  fairness  to  allow  that  he  himself  raised  the 
question  of  order  when  he  commenced,  and  the 
Chair  decided  that  others  having  discussed  the 
matter  he  could  go  on  and  illustrate  his  point. 
He  could  illustrate  from  then  until  July  if  he 
chote,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  could 
leave  his  seat  if  he  desired.  He  was  not  to  be  put 
down  in  anv  proposition  he  made;  he  understood 
both  the  rules  of  order  and  the  matter  of  the 
report,  and  it  was  a  discussion  whether  the  repoit 
should  be  treated  in  the  manner  attenipied. which 
is  nei:her  right  nor  judicious,  his  learned  friend 
from  Harvard  College  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. They  represent  a  constituency  of  tax- 
payers, and  it  was  th'ir  duty  to  deliberate  upon 
the  matter  .-o  that  citizens  could  be  satisfied  that 
their  representatives  weie  doing  their  duty. 

Air. Dean  moved  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

LEAVE  TO  WITHDRAW. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  for  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  submitted  a  report,  upon  peti- 
tion of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  removal  of  co  di- 
iions  and  restrictions  upon  a  lot  of  land  on  War- 
.wick  street,  opposite  Madison  square.  The  com- 
mittee find  that  in  18t0  the  Trere.ont  Improvement 
Company  deeded  to  the  city  of  Roxbury  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  was  to  be  forever  held  and 
u-ed  for  the  purposes  of  a  common  or  park,  and 
also  for  streets,  the  name  afterwards  being  called 
Madison  square,  and  upon  certain  conditions  a--d 
restrictions  as  relates  to  the  buildings  to  1  e  erected 
upon  land  facing  said  square,  after  War- 
wick street  was  laid  out  a  triangular  lot 
of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  front 
was  left  on  the  westerly  side  of  'said  street,  which 
was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Haley  &  Mor;  e,  and  it 
is  from  this  strip  of  land  that  they  ask  to  have  the 
conditions  removed.  The  committee,  however, 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  change  the  same,  and  would  therefore 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

The;  report  was  accepted. 

THE     EXPEDIENCY    OF     INFORMAL    CONVENTIONS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  informally  or 
formally,  to  meet  in  convention,  with  the  Alder- 
men and  other  city  officials,  upon  any  subject 
pending  before  the  City  Council,  and  that  all  mat- 
ters to  be  discussed  and  passed  upon  should  be 
only  discussed  and  pajsed  upon  by  each  branch  of 
the  City  Government. in  its  separate  and  inde- 
pendent capacity,  except  such  matters  as  are 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  city  charter. 

The  question  was  upon. giving  the  resolve  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  he  desired  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  general  rules  that  apply  to  the  form 
of  the>City  Government,  and  read  a«  follows: 

"Sect.  34.  The  persons  so  chosen  and  qualified 
as  members  of  the  Common  Council  of  said  city- 
shall  sit  and  act  together  as  a  separate  body,  dis- 
tinct from  the  board  of  Aldermen,  except  in* those 
cases  in  which  the  two  bodies  are  to  meet  in  con- 
vention . 

Sect.  35.  All  other  powers  heretofore  bv  law 
ve  ;ted  in  the  town  o£  Lb -ton,  or  in  the  inhabitanst 
-hereof,  as  a  municiual  corporation,  or  in  the  City 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  continued  to  be  vested  in  the  Mavor,  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council,  to  be  exercised  by  coi  - 
current  vote,  each  board  as  hereby  constituted 
having  a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  and  the  .Mayor  having  a  veto  power  as  here- 
inafter" provided." 

Although  no  vote  will  be  asked  for  in  the  pro- 


posed joint  convention,  tie  only  information  ob- 
tained or  attempted  to  be  arrived  at  will  be  aimed 
at  conviction,  whi-di  strikes  at  the  very  foundation 
of  the  Government.  Discussion  by  the  name  of 
informal  ion  is  to  be  had,  conviction  will  be  arriv- 
ed at,  and  tie  parties  will  separate  and  vote  in 
their  separate  chambers.  That  is  wrong.  When 
the  subject  first  came  up,  he  confessed 
that  the  brevitv  of  time  was  the  promi- 
nent matter  with  him;  but  as  he  had 
looked  over  it,  he  was  struck  with  the  ir- 
regularity of  it;  he  found  that  it  struck  at  the 
very  foundation  of  the  Government,  because  if 
they  did  it  in  one  instance  they  can  do  it  in  an- 
other. The  charter  had  prescribed  a  way  and 
manner  of  dispo.-ingof  such  matters,  and  this 
plan  seemed  so  irregular  that  he  had  determined 
to  present  this  resolution,  to  vote  for  it  and  stand 
by  it,  if  he  did  go  alone. 

Mrs  Pease  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  resolution 
would  not  pass.  He  was  surprised  at  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  seemed  to 
think  that  the  Committee  on  Water  desire  to  ere- - 
ate  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  any  pai  tieular  scheme. 
So  far  as  he  knew  the  only  object  the  commit- 
tees had  was  to  ask  the  City  Government  to  come 
together  and  get  information.  As  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  there 
were  many  questions  of  lawand  engmeeringwliich 
he  could  not  answer,  and  his  object  was  to 
give  every  member  all  possible  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  He  presumed  it  would 
be  put  off  till  a  week  from  next  Tuesday,  and  if 
that  is  not  long  enough  put  it  off  a  month  ;  but  do 
not  ch;jge  the  committee  with  trying  to  force  a 
pet  scheme  through  the  Council  *  before  proper 
time  for  consideration  is  allowed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  attention  to  the 
two  subjects  mentioned  in  the  resolve.  No  doubt 
all  would  agree  to  the  second  part,  but  there 
might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  first  part 
of  the  resolve  He  moved  that  the  question  be 
divided. 

The  President  said  the  resolution  was  suscepti- 
ble of  division,  and  the  Chair  would  put  the  two 
parts  separately. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  thought  a  resolution  of 
this  character  wholly  unnecessary.  There  had 
never  been  a  dispute  about  anything  of  this 
kind,  and  it  is  proposed  to  put  upon  record 
that  that  body  thinks  it  inexpedient  to 
meet  the  other"  branch  for  information  only. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  veiy  strong  if  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil have  not  got  heads  clear  enough  to  decide  for 
themselves  without  having  a  gathering  of  officials 
to  decide  for  them.  The  meeting  had  to  be  court- 
eously proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Water,  but 
one  would  suppose  from  the  remarks  made  that 
after  the  meeting  dissolved  we  were  going  to 
take  a  vote  and  dispose  of  the  case.  The  Coun- 
cil is  not  so  stupid  as  that.  This  is  the  usual 
course  of  obtaining  information  upon  ques- 
tions m  this  Council.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  stated  it  correctly;  matters  are 
discussed  and  passed  upon  'without  proper 
information,  first,  because  members  do  not 
take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves,  and  sec- 
ond, some  members  are  so  stupid  that  others  can- 
not understand  what  they  are  talking  about,  and 
they  would  get  all  mixed' up  in  tiyiiig  to  follow 
their  line  of  argument.  This  is  a  judicious  course 
to  pursue,  and  he  was  glad  the  Committee  on 
Water  had  thought  of  it.  They  ask  gentlemen  to 
take  the  report  and  the  sources  of  information 
which  are  most  accessible  and  prepare  questions 
beforehand.  There  were  some  questions  in  his 
mind  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue  and  he 
was  not  ashamed  to  show  his  ignorance  by 
asking  questions.  The  opposition  to  tins  informal 
meeting  seems  to  indicate  th*  fear  that  some 
other  pet  schemes  might  be  interfered  with.  The 
geutleman  from  Ward  5  talks  about  axes  to  grind; 
who  of  the  Council  is  most  likely  to  have  axes  to 
grind?  No  one,  it  seemed  to  him.  would  think  of 
suggesting  that  of  the  gentleman  himself.  They 
want  to  get  the  right  kind  of  information  and  then 
act  upon  it.  He  did  not  believe  the  Council 
would  be  so  unwise  as  to  put  this  resolution  upon 
record  as  being  opposed  to  an  informal  meeting 
for  information,  and  it  is  also  unnecessary  to  say 
that  the  two  branches  should  act  upon  it  separate- 
ly. He  had  i.o  idea  they  would  come  to  a  vote 
next  Thursday  night,  but  after  they  have  all  got 
information,  some  will  vote  according  to  their 
convictions,  and  some  according  totheii  interests. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  desired  the  resolution  to 
stand  solely  and   independently  upon  its  merits. 
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The  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  had  made  a 
verv  jc-cur.-i r  speech   in    which   he   had  alluded  to 

everj  In  steal  fcfiai  be-jcouldifchinftdhwa  houtt.ouch- 

no>  lose  sigbi  7»r  tin-  principle  inwojvecl.  When  the 
subject  lii  -;  •■,,,„:  lip  Mii'  iii.ni  important  subject 
was'he  Ixrevidj  of  the  time;  lii'.t,  as  he  thought 
upon  <t,  it  resolved  itself  iut<.  a  matter  of  pritir 
ciplc.  in  view  ol  the  provision  of  the  city 
charter  that  tbtejy  Should  not  meet  in  conven-. 
tion  except  lor  those  things  that,  are  there- 
in provided  for,  he  concluded  that  if  the  two 
were  to  .meet  m  convention  and  after  talking 
over  the  matter  were  to  separate  arid  vote. 
upon  the .subjectt  smb.  a  course  would  be  in  direct 
violation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  city- 
Charter.  If  every  matter  sh:ill  be  talked  of  in  con- 
vention, and  the  information  there  obtained,  and 
then  they  pass  into  their  separate  chambers  and 
vote,  that  would  lie  ilcfrauilii.fr  tiie  city  charter  of 
its  provisions  and  an  entire  dereliction  of  them.- 
It  is  not  so  clear  and  distinct  to  the  mind,  but  is 
not  the  evil,  on  the  whole,  as  plain  in  principle  to 
meet,  i  in  convention  .  on  Tuesday  and  then 
one  branch  meeting  an  1  a-cti::g  on  the  next 
night  but  one?  Although  that  action  might 
be  legal  and  might  be  done  by  concur- 
rent, vote,  ■  it  . .  certainly  is  in  dereliction  of 
those  wise  provisions  of  the  city  charter,  and  the 
Council  should  >  stand  up  against  it.  And 
then,  as  to  schemes,  one  might  as  well 
say  that  .  gentlemen  had  some  pet  schemes 
because  they  oppose  this  resolution.  All 
that  he  said  is,  why  not  proceed  with  this 
in  the,  usual  way  without  taking  it  out  of  the 
course  prescribed  by  the  city  charter.'  He  had 
been  in  the  City.  Government.,  thre^  separate 
years  ibefore  this  and  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  proposition.  It  would  not  bear  discussion. 
He  hoped  that  in  the  discussion  of  ,  schemes  the 
principle  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  it  was  claimed 
that  •  this  .  was  a  iinatter  of  principle,  and 
if  i  this,  conference  were  I  held,  the  foun- 
dation of  the  City  Government  will  be 
broken  up.  One  of  the  principles  of  that  resolve 
is  that  it  is  improper  for  members  of  the  Council  to 
discuss  matters  except  as  a  separete  body.  .They 
did  not  propose  to  discuss  the  "matter  as  a' Council 
tit  that  meeting,  tin:  as  individuals.  Docs  the  gentle-. 
man  from -Ward  12  moan  to  say  that  it  is  improper 
for  members  of  the  Council  to  discuss  matters  ex- 
cept at  regularly  called  meetings  of  the  Council? 
Cannot  thev  talit  wi.li  Aldermen,  or  the  City  En- 
gineer.? to  .       , 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  VI  said  th"  proposition  was  to 
meet  in  convention  with  the  Hoard. of  Aldermen, 
that  the  City  Solicitor  and  City  Engineer  were  tt> 
be  present  to  answer  questions,  and  that  the 
Mayor  had  been  invited  to  preside. 

Mr,  Crocker  of  .Ward  6  said  the  proposition,  as 
he  understood  it,  says  nothing  about  meeting  in 
convention,  which  means  to  pass  votes  and  trans- 
act business.  But  it,  is  for  an  informal  meeting 
with  such  members,  as  ehooje  to  ,  come 
and  ask  questions,  instead  ,  of  asking  them 
separately.  It  is  as  proper  to  come  there  as 
individuals  and  ask  questions  together  as  it  is  to 
go  to  members  of  the  Board  of  Alderman  or  heads 
of  departments  separately.  If  they  cannot  do 
this,  it  is  simply,  saying  they  must  not 
talk  about  this  subject  outside,  but  must 
get  all  their  information  from  gentlemen 
who  make  long  orations.  Is  it  because  they  are 
to  meet  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  They  are 
going  to  the  .Sumner  eulogy  with  them,  but  will 
that  break  up  the  foundations  of  i.hu  Government? 
It  has  bem  the  custom  of  th  -  Government  to  go 
to  Lake  Coehir.ua te  to  get  information,  Mid  they 
invite  members,  of  the  Water  Bo trd  ami  the  City 
Engineer  to  go  along  and  give  information;  isthat 
improper?  Must  the  two  boards  go  out  as  indi- 
viduals, one  by  one,  each  taking  a  dill'erent  day  in 
the  year?  The  who!"  tning,  it  seemed  to  him,  was 
absurd,  root  and  brauch. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  had  not  intended  to  say 
there  was  to, be  any,  convention  of  the  two 
branches;  ,he  had  .stated  in  plain  English 
that  there  was:  to  be  an  informal  meeting 
and  the  Mayor  had  been  asked  .  to  preside,  but 
he  would  sta'te  now  that  the  Mayor  would  not  p re- 
si. 1".  i.  was  to  be  just  like  the  nveting  they  had 
on  Parker  Hill  to  inquire  about  the  expediency  of 
sol  ci'iiu  i  li  I.  a-  a.  site  for  a  reservoir. 

Air.  i'eai.o  ly  of  Ward  9  had  no  doubt,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  felt  very  much  as  he  did  in 
regard  to    the  main   principle  in   this  matter.    A 


the  Mayor 
1  ask  any 
client  for 


meeting  will  do  good,  and  that  it  was  not  expedi- 
ent to  pass  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  his  friend  from  Ward 
9  had  tried  to  hit  him.  If  he  had  an  axe  to  grind 
he  should  not  get  his  friend  from  Ward 
9  to  turn  the  Stone.  .He  never  had  an  axe 
to  grind  in  the  City  Government  and  never  pro- 
posed to.  The  gentleman  tiings  at  him  in  the 
same  old  tune  that  he  did  before  he.  went  down 
South,  and  he  may  sing  that  tune  as  much  as  he 
thinks  fit.  He  reminds  rne  of  what  I  saw  upon  a 
tombstone  once: 

"Here  lies  interred  one  Deborah  Bird, 

Who  sun;  mi  earth  1,11  sixty-two, 
And  now  above  the  sky  she  's  heard 
.    Singing  away  like  sixty— too." 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  hopes  we  will  not 
forget  the  principle  ;  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
had  forgotten  the  principle  when  he  refer,  ed  to 
the  speaker  as  having  an  axe  to  grind.  He  did 
not  come  there  to  grind  axe: ,  nor  did  he  go  down 
South  to  get.  (hem  ground  there. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Waid  10  asked  if  the  remarks  were 
germain  to  the  subject. 

The  President  said  they  were  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he.  was  speaking  upon  the 
principle  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  enunciated  so  prominently,  and  ought  to 
guide  the  Council.  .  He  had"  never  referred 
in  personalities  to  anybody  except  by  reply, 
and  then  would  do  so  under  the  rules  of  order. 
There  could  be  no  harm  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion,- If  there  is  harm,  why  does  noil  somebody 
rise  and  state  it.  They  should  stand  by  what 
is  right,  and  not  come  in  .there  accusing- 
people  of  having  axes  to  grind.  Under  this 
broad  proclamation,  large  contracts  are 
expected  bv  parties  who  are  to  be  admitted 
within  those  doors;  he  was  mot  talking 
at  random,  for  he  knew  whereof  he  spake, 
but  he  did  not  charge  any  member  of 
the  City  Government.  Pa_ties  have,  been 
figuring  for  weeks  in  the  expectation  of  contracts 
which  will  be  made  if  this  measure  passes,  and 
there  are  large  interests  at  work  for  it. 
He  hoped  these  matters  would  be  fully 
considered.  Before  sitting  down  he  wanted  to 
ask  any  member  if  he  knew  of  his  being 
interested  in  any  contract  to  state  it 
publicly  thej  and*  there.  When  his  friend 
from  Ward  9  talks  of  axes  to  grind  he 
must  not  charge  it  upon  him,  because  if  he  did 
he  (Mr.  S.)  would  charge  hiin  back,  doable  shot- 
ted to  the  breech. 

Mr.  Perkins  asked  if  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 
5  and  12  deemed  it  improper  for  a  member  of  the 
Council  to  impure  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the 
Mayor  or  City  Solicitor  for  information  upon  a 
subject  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dean  replied  that  every  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  seek  and  get  information.  The  resolution 
was  good,  and  he  trusted  the  information  they  got 
willbegood. 

Mr.  Flaflev  of  Ward  1  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion .  and  it  was  ot  dered,  and  the  first  part  of  the 
order  was  refused  a  second  reading— yeas  19j  nays 
42,  as  follows. 

tec—?,!.,  rs.  Abbott.  Barry,  Pent,  Eleiler,  Bur- 
gess, Crowley,  Dean,  Flatley,  Elynn,  Gordon,  Jen- 
nings, Leach,  Long,  MeCaity,  Shaw,  Sweat, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Weston— 19. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Bcal,  Benree,  Brown, 
Bur.  lift,  jiutlcr.  Cawley.  Crocker,  Cuslrnan,  Day, 
Denny,  Gol  bhwait,  Harrington.  Hicks, Hino.  Hun- 
newell,  Kent,  Kimball,  Loiing,  ilii.ot.  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noves,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers,  Prav,  Putnam  Rus-ell,  Kiblev,  Spraguc, 
Swec  Ner,  Thaeher,  West,  Winston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods.  Woodward— «2c. 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  refused  a 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


.  ."  .       -.    - 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    5i7,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  oi  flic  Hoard  of  Al- 
dermen was  lielil  at  four  o'clock  I'.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Weighers  of  Coal— John  S.  Gardner  and  George 
P.  Dodge,  Charlestown. 

Special  Police  Ollieors— Charles  Marsh,  Central 
Court  and  its  vicinity  ;  ('.  H.  Snyder.  Avon  street 
and  its  vicinity;  William  J.  Clark.  Federal  street; 
Charles  A.  I'.oc'lge,  Franklin  andChauncv  streets; 
E.  W.  Turner.  Court  and  Hanover  streets;  Thomas 
.  Boyle,  Exchange  place  and  Congress  street; 
Jotham  S.  Cumunghain,  Jr..  armory  of  Prescott 
Light  Guard,  Charlestown;  James  Shandon,  Liv- 
erpool wharf. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  E.  D.  Lin- 
ton et  ah,  that  the  rules  for  the  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  may  be  changed,  and  the  regulations  adopted 
which  were  in  force  prior  to  the  order  of  January 
26,  1874. 

To  the  Committer  on  Lamps.  William  V. 
Hutehings  et  al..  that  gas  lanms  be  placed  and 
lighted  on  Seaver  street. 

Alden  Avery  etal.,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Albany 
avenue. 

To  the  Committei  on  Polio..  Goldthwait,  Snow 
&  Knight  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  all  projecting 


igi». 
To  t, 


the  Committee  on  Licenses.  L.  B.  Lent,  for 
leave  to  exhibit  his  circus  in  this  city  from  May 
18  to  June  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  H.  R.  Surles,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Renf ew  street,  rear  of 
llj.j  Harrison  avenue. 

George  C.  McGregor,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Tudor  street,  be- 
tween F  and  Hoichester  streets. 

Nathan  Matthews,  for  leave  to  erect  four  small 
private  stables  on  land  near  Dartmouth  street  and 
Huntington  avenue,  adjoining  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad. 

P.  B.  Murphy,  for  leave  to  occtirjy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  east  side  of  W alden  place, 
in  rear  of  schoolhouse  in  Ward  15. 

James  Fuller,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  near  the  corner  of  River  and 
Cedar  streets.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Commit/n  on  Streets.  John  Dono- 
van, that  1  tow  street.  Ward  20,  be  widened  from 
Jenner  to  Waif  on  I  street,  according  to  an  agree- 
ment made  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  in  1873. 

To  the  Committee  on  Struts  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Elizabeth  A.  Brown  el  al.,  that  the  wall 
which  w?s  removed  to  widen  Foster  street,  in 
Ward  10,  be  rebuilt. 

To  the  Commit fu  on  Claims.  Charles  B.  Shute, 
M.  D.,  to  he  paid  for  damages  received  by  his 
buggy  upon  Chariest-own  Neck  on  March  5. 

To  "the  Committee  on  Paving.  Israel  G.  Whit- 
ing et  al.,  that  La  Grange  street,  Ward  17,  may  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Alden  Avery,  that  sidewalks  he  laid  on  Dudley 
street  on  a  part  of  his  estate. 

J.  H.  Chadwick  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Chadwick 
street  be  paved  with  wood. 

Albert  Nichols  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Neponset  avenue,  from  Mill  to 
Adams  street. 

Joseph  W.  Hill,  that  the  gutter  on  Baldwin 
street,  near  Bunker  Hill  street,  may  be  relaid. 

Anton  Bakerer,  to  be  paid  for  labor  and  mate- 
rials contributed  to  till  Mechanic  street. 

William  Flannagan  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be 
putin  order  on  short  street.  Charlestown. 

Pearson  &  Tibbitts,  for  leave  to  project  a  lan- 
tern in  front  of  premises  s4  and  80  Friend  street. 

Ellen  Muldoon,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
112  Cabot  street. 

Samuel  Little  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
change  of  the  name  of  Warren  street  to  Washing- 
ton street. 

Timothy  H.  Smith  et  al..  that  sidewalks  belaid 
on  Tremont  street,  from  Kendall  street  to  Ham- 
mond park. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Company,  for  leave  to 


run  a  pipe  under  Hawley  street,  for  shafting  pur- 
poses. 

Silas  Peirce  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  pavement  on 
Mercantile  street  may  be  repaired. 

Henry  Poor  &  Son,  for  leave  to  extend  a  shaft 
a«ross  Matthews  street,  for  steam-power  pur- 
poses. 

William  Sayward  et  al.,  that  Stoughton  street, 
Ward  16,  may  be  watered  with  salt  water  at  the 
expense  of  the  city  from  May  1  to  November  1. 

Thomas  Cunningham  et  al,  that  Water  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks, 
or  repaved,  a-  the  Board  may  deem  best. 

Charles  H.  Woods  et  at.,  and  Washington  Snel- 
ling  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  belaid  on  Bennington 
street,  from  Central  square  to  Chelsea  street. 

To  the  Committer  on  Sewers.  Hugh  W.  Brown 
et  al.,  that  the  Quincy-street  sewer  be  extended  to 
Warren  street. 

Alexander  Mann  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Williams 
street,  Charlestown. 

Fifty  Associates,  for  sewer  inWashington  street, 
from  Brattle  to  Elm  street. 

Thomas  G.  Caldwell,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Longwood  avenue,  because  of 
his  having  built  a  cesspool  after  learning  that  a 
sewer  was  not  to  be  constructed  in  that  avenue. 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  for  sewer  in  Dudley  street,  because  by 
their  building  for  the  aged  poor  on  Woodward 
avenue  they  have  ample  drainage  in  that  avenue, 
and  the  Dudley-street  sewer  is  of  no  benefit,  to 
them. 

,  John  B.  Wilson  etal.,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment from  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  Harvey  Pen- 
niman,  that  he  be  allowed  access  to  his  wharf  at 
City  Point. 

DAMAGES  BY   MYSTIC-RIVER  RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Daniel  E.  Chase  of 
Somerville  that  the  Board  would  estimate  damages 
to  his  property,  consisting  of  wharf  and  flats  with 
buildings  thereon,  known  as  Chase's  wharf,  in 
Charlestown,  caused  by  the  location  on  the  same 
of  the  Mystic-River  Railroad.  On  this  petition  an 
order  was  passed  giving  notice  to  all  persons  in- 
terested to  appear  on  Monday,  May  lsth.  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  time  this  Board  will 
proceed  to  estimate  said  damages  and  take  such 
other  measures  as  are  provided  by  law  in  such 
cases. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Health  designating  the 
following  places  for  the  location  of  public  urinals, 
as  provided  for  in  the  Appropriation  bill  for  1874- 
75:  Public  Garden;  Haymarket  square;  on  the 
Lava  Beds  between  India  street  and  Atlantic  ave- 
nue; at  the  junction  of  Summer  and  Bedford 
streets ;  about  Quiney  market ;  on  Tremont  street 
at  the  corner  of  said  street  and  Pemberton  street. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  and  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Board  of  Assessors.  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Board  of  Assessors  announcing  a 
vacancy  in  said  board,  occasioned  by  the  sudden 
death  of  Daniel  H.  Whitney.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Seeders  of  Wen/tits  ami  Measures.  A  communi- 
cation was  received  from  the  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures  nominating  John  D.  Reed  as  assist- 
ant for  the  northern  district,  and  Daniel  Hunt  as 
assistant  for  the  southern  district.  The  nomina- 
tions were  approved  and  confirmed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  ©2092  19,  for  the  expenses  of 
Suffolk-County  Jail  for  the  month  of  April,  and 
the  bill  was  approved  and  ordered  paid. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  William  Hedge,  trustee,  §18,464, 
for  Warren-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  removal  of  restrictions 
placed  in  1825  upon  estates  on  South  Market 
street. 


Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  §200  to  each  post  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  aid  them  in 
the  observance  of  Decoration  Day  in  May  next. 

The  question  was  on  the  passag'e  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— In  1871,  when  General  Cow- 
din  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Board,  he  put 
in  an  order  for  this  purpose,  but  it  was  for  sion 
for  each  Post.  No  one  would  accuse  General  Cow- 
din  of  not  being  generous  in  regard  to  these  Posts. 
At  that  time  the  number  of  Posts  was  much  less 
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than  it  is  now ;  I  understand  that  at  present  there 
are  eleven.    While  I  desire  to  do  my  duty  in  re- 

•  gard  to  the  Posts,  I  also  regard  it  my  duty  to  look 
to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  a  nd  taxpayers  of 
Boston.  As  they  have  anticipated  some  sum 
this  year,  I  will  not  move  to  ■  indefinitely  postpone 
the  order,  although  I  think  the  custom  has  been 
continued  as  long  as  it  was  first  intended;  but  I 
do  move  to  amend  the  order  by  substituting  §100 
for  s-200.     '     • 

Alderman  Emery— I  introduced  that  order  under 
the  supposition  that  this  Board  would  favor  it,  it 
being  the  usual  sum  which  the  City  Government 
has  contributed  during  the  last  year  or  two — I  do 
not  know  how  far  back  the  custom  extends.  Of 
course  I  desire  every  gentleman  to  express  his 
own  views— by  his  vote,  if  in  no  other  way— as  to 
the  sum,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  influence  any  one 
in  the  matter ;  but  I  shall  vote  for  the  order  as  I 
■  introduced  it,  and  against  the  amendment.  I  sup- 
pose that  every  other  member  understands  the 
order  as  well  as  the  proposition  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6,  equally  with  myself,  and  of  course 

•  they  will  vote  according  to  their  views.  I  do  not 
presume  that  I  can  throw  any  new  light  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  will  only  repeat  that  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Peters — I  shall  favor  the  amendment 
for  the  reason  that  while  I  believe  we  owe  every- 
thing we  have  to  the  soldiers  who  went  to  the 
war,  still  this  ceremony  on  Decoration  Day  has  be- 
come the  means  of  glorifying  those  who  did  not  go 
to  the  war  more  than  the  commemoration  of  those 
who  died  for  their  country.  I  think  that  3100  for 
each  post  will  be  all  that  is  needed,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  a  proviso  inserted  that  any  one  who 
speaks  on  Decoration  Day  shall  ever  afterwards 
lie  ineligible  to  public  ofliee. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  It  must  be  apparent  to  every  member  of 
this  Board  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Govern- 

•  ment  to  join  the  citizens  on  that  day  in  conimemo- 
ra  Jing  the  services  of  those  who  went  to  the  war  and 
died  to  save  their  country.  It  has  heretofore  been 
the  custom  to  give  each  post  $200.  Can  any  mem- 
ber show  a  reason  why  we  should  depreciate  that 
sum  ?  Are  not  the  memories  of  our  dead  soldiers 
saeredto  the  country?  andean  we  use  so  small  a 
sum  to  a  better  purpose  than  in  decorating  their 
graves?  I  should  like  to  hear  some  reason  why 
we  should  decrease  the  sum  usually  appropriatecl. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  question,  because  every  member 
of  this  Board  knows  why  it  was  done,  and  what  it 
was  done  for.  I  have  been  told  by  members  of 
Posts  that  the  money  is  not  spent  in  as  judicious 
and  proper  a  way  as  was  intended  when  we  first 
voted  for  the  appropriation.  I  suppose  we  are 
placed  here  to  legislate  for  the  interest  of  the 
living  as  well  as  the  dead ;  and  as  to  patriotism,  I 
prefer  that  patriotism  which  covers  the  whole 
country  and  cfoes  not  foster  sectional  jealousy.  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  money  was  ever  appropriat- 
ed to  strew  flowers  upon  the  graves  Of  any  of 
our  Revolutionary  ancestors.  <  I  can  appreciate 
the  feelings  of  those  who  lost  husbands, 
fathers  or  children  in  the  war,  and  who 
visit  "and  lay  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  their 
loved  ones ;  but  when  we,  as  a  City  Government, 
appropriate  money  for  the  promiscuous  strewing 
of  flowers  upon  graves,  I  do  not  think  the  cere- 
mony cultivates  the  fine  feeling  that  it  does  when 
performed  by  orphans  and  widows  in  their  own 
loving  way.  If  this  custom  is  to  be  main- 
tained it  should  be  done  by  those  who  haye 
their  feelings  and  hearts  in  it;  the  money 
should  be  raised  by  subscription,  and  towns 
or  cities  should  not  be  taxed  in  this 
way.  As  to  the  legality  of  spending  money  in  this 
way,  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  proper  to  do  so.  I 
hope  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  sectional 
jealousy  shall  cease.  We  all  know  the  persecu- 
tion which  was  visited  upon  the  late  Hon.  Charles 
Sumner  for  his  efforts  to  remove  all  signs  of  sec- 
tional strife  from  the  battle  flags,  and  it  certain- 
ly becomes  us  to  pattern  after  him.  If  we  are 
true  patriots,  I  can  see  no  other  course  than  for 
us  to  de  that  which  will  be  beneficial  to  the  whole 
country.        <   • 

Alderman  Emery  called  foT  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  make 
the  sum-  8100,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9— as 
follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  Peters— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark, Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,   Stebbins,  Worthington-  " 

The  order  was  then  i 


Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  transfer 
to  the  City  Solicitor's  office  the  set  of  Massachu- 
setts Law  Reports  formerly  belonging  to  Dor- 
chester. 

Alderman  Hall — I  hope  some  explanation  of 
this  otder  will  be  given  before  it  is  jiaSsed.  I  want 
tounderstand  why  we  should  transfer  the  prop- 
erty of  the  city  to  the  law  library  of  the  City 
Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  set  of  Massachusetts 
Law  Reports  referred  to  in  this  order  came  iuto 
the  possession  of  the  city  by  the  annexation  of 
the  town  of  Dorehester.  They  are  now 
stored  somewhere  within  the  limits  of  the 
old  town,  where  there  is  no  particular 
use  for  them,  and  they  are  much  needed  by  the 
City  Solicitor  in  the  Law  Department.  The  set  is 
nearly  complete,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  volumes 
will  have  to  be  furnished.    They  will  be  of  great 


value  to  the  city,  and  certainly  a  great  conven- 
"  3nce  in  the  Law  Department. 
Alderman  Hall— Have   we   a   duplicate   set   of 


these  reports  in  City  Hall? 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  have. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  granting  a  "third  location"  to 
the  Highland  Street  Railway.    (City  Doc.  No.  41.) 

Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE  CPMMON  CODNCIL. 

Petitions  of  C. -H.  &  L.  Richardson,  C.  S.  Rogers 
and  Company  A,  Fourth  Battalion.  Severally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Reports  in  favor  of  allowing  Dennis  C.  Leoney 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  B  street,  and  L.  W. 
Simonds  to  erect  a  wooden  buildings  on  Mon- 
mouth street.  Severally  accepted,  and  orders  au- 
thorizing the  same  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Haley 
&  Morse  for  change  of  conditions  on  their  estate 
on  Warwick  street.  Laid  upon  the  table  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins,  who  stated  that  the 
petitioners  desired  to  present  some  other  informa- 
tion or  evidence  on  the  subiect.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  Of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  report  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  provide 
additional  assistance  to  City  Solicitor.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  Joint  (Handing  Committee  on  Water 
on  orders  relative  to  an  additional  supply  of  water 
.  for  this  city.    (City  Dooument  No.  38.) 

Alderman  Stebbins— After  this  report  was  made 
up  by  the  committee  and  agreed  to,  a  minority 
desired  permission  to  present  another  report.  I 
certainly  did  not  see  that  report  before  it  was  in 
print,  and  if  I  had  I  should  have  objected  to  some 
of  it.  The  statements  made  in  this  minority  re- 
port have  been  commented  on  very  freely, 
both  within  the  Government  and  without.  In 
regard  to  the  expenditures  mentioned  by  the 
minority,  I  have  nothing  to  say;  we  will  leave 
that  for  those  who  made  them.  But  the  reflec- 
tions upon  the  City  Engineer  are  entirely  un- 
warranted and  should  not  have  been  made,  be- 
cause I  think  that  every  member  of  this  Board 
acquainted  with  the  City  Engineer,  will,  after 
reading  his  report,  arrive  at  the  same  con- 
clusion that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
did  —  that  he  afforded  every  facility  for 
information,  and  that  his  statements  have  been 
carefully  made— and  that  the  reflections  of  this 
minority  report  upon  him  are  unwarranted.  I 
might  use  a  stronger  expression,  and  say  they  are 
untruthful,  but.  that  would  be  unparliamentary. 
But  I  will  say  again  that  the  statements  of  the 
minority  are  entirely  unwarranted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  Salary  bill  came  up  with  the  adherence  by 
the  Common  Council  to  their  amendment  to  allow 
3400  to  the  Superintendent  -  of  Streets,  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  an  order 
for  appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference 
thereon. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur  in  the  order  for  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Aldermen  Bigelow, 
Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  said  commit- 
tee. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES.  . 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  oiders  as  follows: 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Hiram 
A.  Wright  that  the  part  of  Thornton  street  re- 
cently accepted  be  called  Thornton  avenue.  Ac- 
cepted/  ' 


-23tt 


BOAJWD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


Report  on  petition  of  Edward  S.  Tobey  et  at. 
that  Exchange  place,  Kilby  and  Water  streets  be 
paved  I'ith  wood,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pave 

Kilbv  and  Water  streets  with  w 1.     Aecepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streots  be 
directed  to  reset  the  edgestones  and  repave  the 
sidewalks  and  a  portion  of  the  roadway  of  Knee- 
laud  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Hudson 
street.  Estimated  cost,  $600. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestores  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Eustis  street,  between  Dear- 
born and  Magazine  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 
Read  once.    , 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  construct  ;i  plank  walk  onH  street,  be- 
tween Fourth  and  Sixth  streets'.    Estimated  cost, 
$200. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  lay  down  a  tem- 
porary track  on  Washington,  State  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  to  connect  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  on  Court  street  wUh  the  tracks  of 
said  Middlesex  Railroad  on  Union  street;  and 
to  run  cars  over  the  said  tracks  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  on  Court  street,  and  over  said  tem- 
porary track,  until  the  grading  and  paving  of 
Washington  street  and  Cornhill  shall  have  been 
completed.  This  permission  is  granted  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the 
tracks,  the  precise  location  of  the  same,  the  form 
of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of 
material  used  in  paving  said  track  shall  be  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  shall,  when  .  so  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  remove  said  temporary  tracks 
from.  Washington,  State  and  Devonshire  streets, 
and  place  said  streets  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
were  in  previous  to  the  laying  down  of  said  tracks ; 
also  upon  condition  that  the  said  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  shall  accept  this  permit  and  agree 
in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  and  rile  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days:  otherwise 
it  shall  be  null  and  void. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Charles 
Tileston  to  place  a  wooden  building  over  the  side- 
walk of  Washington  street,  corner  of  River  street, 
Ward  16.  during  the  space  of  two  months,  while  a 
new  foundation  is  being  built ;  provided  that  he 
shall  keep  and  maintain  a  suitable  plank  walk 
around  said  building  for  the  convenience  of  pe- 
destrians. 
Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Reports  in  favor 
of  granting  the  petitions  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  by  E.  J.  Moore,  Maverick  street,  near 
Liverpool  street,  and  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  South 
street,  near  Dudley  avenue,  Ward  17;  and  E.  S. 
Wright,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  buildings  on 
Sixth  street,  near  P  street,  and  recommending  the 
passage  of  accompanying  orders  authorizing  the 
granting  of  the  sauie  according  to  applications 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  same  committee- 
Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition  of  James 
H.  George  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden  building 
in  rear  of  636  Second  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  as  follows : 

In  favor  of  granting  the  following  applications 
for  licenses :  Burnell  &  Prescott,  to  exhibit  a  mu- 
seum of  curiosities  at  511  Washington  street;  Chris- 
topher Russeli,  for  hack  stand  on  Devonshire 
street,  near  Milk  street;  D.  H.  Sibley,  for  hack 
stand  on  Milk  and  Devonshire  streets ;  George  Ty- 
ner,  for  wagon  stand  at  11  Summer  street ;  John 
Watson,  for  license  as  auctioneer  at  1240  Tremont 
street;  H.  A.  Mansfield,  for  auctioneer's  license 
at  222  Broadway;  George  A.  Morse,  for  renewal 
of  billiard  license  at  Waverley  Hall,  Charlestown; 
Samuel  O.  Little,  for  renew  al  of  license  as  auc- 
tioneer at  13  Main  street,  Charlestown ;  Clarence 
H.  Montgomery,  for  license  as  pawnbroker  at  286 
Washington  street;  Stephen  Hull,  to  exhibit  the 
"world's  curiosity"  at  Union  Hall,  Charles- 
town; John  T.  Bowers,  for  transfer  of 
hack     license     to     Gayton    O.    Hall;      William 


Manning,  for  two  hack  licenses  at  815  Albany 
street;  George  M.  Morse,  for  hack  stand  at  00 
State  street;  John  Broderiek,  for  hack  stand  at 
corner  of  Arch  and  Summer  streets;  three  bqot- 
blacks  and  twelve  newsboys  applications  for 
licenses:  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  for  wagon  stand 
at  804  Washington  street;  F.  H.  Marshall,  for 
wagon  stand  at  25  John  street ;  Charles  Neal,for 
leave  to  exhibit  and  use  an  air  gun  on  a  vacant 
lot  on  Main  street,  Charlestown;  A.  S.  Thompson, 
for  license  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  53  Merrimae 
street;  John  O'Brien,  to  give  concerts  at  Lyceum 
Hall  on  Sunday  and  Monday  evenings,  May  3.  and 
4.    Severally  accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— G.H.  Smith,  cor- 
ner of  Decatur  and  Border  streets ;  John  C.  Mur- 
pliy,  9  and  11  Kneeland  street;  McDevitt  &  Galli- 
gan,  21  and  23  Lewis  street ;  John  H.  Marshall,  is 
Lewis  street;  James  Doherty,  11  Lewis  street; 
John  W.  Hatch,  115  Broadway;  Emma  B.  Peirce, 
8  and  9  Broadway ;  Peter  M.  Pickait,  29%  Green 
street  and  31  Crescent  place;  James  Scanlan, 
59l/,>  Green  street;  Brooks  &  Fall,  20  Elm  street; 
J.  B.  Read,  18  Elm  street;  Simeon  S.  Rankin, 
195y2  Washington  street;  J.  H.  McGrady,  182 
Broad  street:  J.  H.  McGrady,  310  Atlantic  avenue  ; 
Joseph  Moritz,  1  Winter  place  ;  John  Keenan,  30 
South  street;  Heber  K.  Smith,  25  Pleasant  street; 
Edmund  Bright,  272  Main  street,  Charlestown; 
John  G.  Meissner,  83  South  street;  Edward 
Steimle,  112  Pleasant  street;  P.  M.  Denou,  871 
Washington  street;  George  Grant,  1079  Washing- 
ton street;  Joseph  B.  Alexander,  j.5.73  Washington 
street;  A.  A.  Hoffman,  corner  Washington  street 
and  Harrison  avenue ;  William  F.  Bacon,  29  Essex 
Street;  Mary  A.  Crawford,  38  Harrison  avenue : 
William  Healy,  01  Beach  street;  Horace  F.  Atwell, 
39  Green  street ;  F.  F.  Bibber,  corner  of  Q  and 
Sixth  streets;  Samuel  E.  Hill,  698  Washington 
street;  J.  W.  Pitcher,  5  Norfolk  place;  Bacon  & 
Bailey,  53  Marginal  street;  Lot  Brady,  241  Han- 
over street:  A.  Johnson  &  Co.,  16, 18,  20  Marshall 
street.    Seve-  ally  accepted.' 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted-^— Joseph  Gohl,  10 
Bow  street ;  O.  J.  Gallagher,  63  Beach  street ;  Lena 
I.  Simmons,  151  Pleasant  and 214 Eliot  street;  G.us- 
.tav  Evers,  11  and  13  Eliot  street ;  Peter  M.  Pick- 
ard,  16-2  OGouch  street:  M,  J.  Flatley,  14-18 
North  street ;  A.  D.  Jaquith,  AVebster  House,  East 
Boston;  Samuel  Ryerson,  174  and  176  Friend 
street;  J.  and  T.  Leavitt,  131-137  Dorchester  .av- 
enue; Valentine  Stahl,  120  Essex  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Robert  Dunlap, 
16  Eliot  street;  H.  C.  Merriam„287  Tremont  street; 
Edgar  Crowell,  1597y2  Washington  street;  F.  A. 
Caswell,  59  and  61  Shawruut  avenue ;  Chester  Ball, 
87  Richmond  street ;  R.  D.  Rodriguez,  420  Hanover 
Street;  James  Cooper,  56  Kneeland  street;  James 
O'Neil,  27  South  street;  Daniel  Hurley,  48  Knee- 
land  street;  G.  H.  Wallcott,  20  Harrison  avenue. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Refused — John  Lyons,  145 
Pleasant  street;  Jotham  Mitchell,  202  Hanover 
street ;  George  H.  Mark,  12  and  14  Beach  street; 
Chester  &  Dodge,  60  Warrenton  street.  Severally 
accepted, 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Reports  recommending  tl>e  passage  of  orders 
as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  to  sign  an  agreement  with  Davis.  & 
Walker  relative  to  the  rights  of  the ,  city  to  drain 
into  Stony  Brook. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  a  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
fouro'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  in  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Elm  and  Brattle  streets.    Passed.' 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Putnam 
street,  between  Bennington  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Emer- 
son street,  between  H  and  I  streets.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $17  82  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Andrew  Haley,  and  $18  81  from  the 
assessment  of  Helen  B.  Hubbard,  for.  a  sewer  in 
Dudley  street;  that  $66  99  be  abated  from  the 
assessment  on  Thomas  Richardson,  for  a  sewer  in 
Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charlestown,  and  $36  54  be 
assessed  upon  Francis  Groll ;  that  $43  27  be  abated 
from  the  assessment  of  John  Dona,hue,  for  a  sewer 
in  Shamrock  street;  that  $19  76,  assessed  upon 
Patrick  C.  Hurley,  for  a  sewer  in  Fruit  street,  be 
.  abated,  and  the  same,  amount  assessed  upon  James 
Brown. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on   Monday  next  at 
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;rfonr  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  North  Anderson'  street,  be- 
tween Cambridge  and  Parkrhan  streets.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Mechanic  ■  street,  Roxbtiry 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  a  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
al;  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  oh  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  in  Pans  street,  between 
Decatur  and  Porter  streets.    Passed.    , 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.M.,  on  tbe  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  common  sewer  in  Waterford  street. 
Passed.'  '  ' 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bathing— 

Ordered',  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  and  maintaih  free  public  bath- 
ing houses  for  men  and  boys,  and  for  women- and 
girls,  in  different  sections  of-  the  city-,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  sis-.oni'i;  also  to  employ  snch 
assistance  as  may  be  required'  for  the  proper  care 
and  management  of  the  several  houses,  at  an  ex- 
:  pense  not  exceeding  ?2*2.0ni>;  said  sums  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worrhington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  jtart  of  the  Board- 
Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Henry  Waleott,  Ephfaim  V.  Dudley.  M.  F.  Wells, 
P.  J.  Hayes  and  Daniel  Scott,  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables;  and  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Francis  C.  Van  Horn,  for  leave  to  occupy  stable 
on  Worcester  street,  No.  135;  and  on  remonstrance 
of  Morris  Tasker  et  al.,  against  occupancy  of 
stable  by  Boston  Protective  Department  on  Ham- 
ilton and  Franklin  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
.  lie  Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  for  the  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  of  the  hall ,  over  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  for  the  purpose  of  their  exhibition  of  the 
mechanic  arts  during  the  months  of  September 
and  October,,  and  for  permission  to  erect  a  tempo- 
rary building  on  Merchants'  row,  to  connect  Fan- 
-  euil  Hall  \vith  Faneuil  Hall  Market— Report  that 
leave  be  gianted  to  the  petitioners  to  occupy  Fan- 
euil Half  or'  Faneuil  Hall  Market-house  -(upper 
story)  as  prayed  for  by  them  for  the  purpose  of 
their  triennial  exhibition,  and  that  leave  be  also 
granted  to  erect  the '  temporary-  wooden  structure 
on  Merchants'  row,  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
shown  and  under  the  rtirection  of  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  as-a"uthorized  by  the  special  act  of  1874. 
Accepted.  ' 

By  Aldertnan  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  use 
of  said  hall  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
.  lery  on  the  first  day  of  June  next.       Accepted.  ' 

By  Alderman  Bigelow— 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  to  fire  the 
.customary  salutes  on  Boston  XTomhion  on  the  first 
day  of  Jtine  next.  '      '  ' 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

REGISTBABS  OF  VOTEKS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being 
the  orders  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  at  $2500  pet  annum,  and  of  Assrst- 
and  Registrars  at  $4  per  day  for  each  day  of 
actual  service. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters-^This  order,  it  seems  to  me, 
creates  a  great  expense  without  anv  correspond- 
ing benefit  to  the  city.  The  amount"  of  the  sala- 
ries of  the  three  registrars  of  voters  is1  $7000  a 
year,  if  this  order  is  passed.  The  number  of 
assistant-registrars  they  are  allowed  to  appoint, 
without  responsibility  to  anybody,  is  forty-two, 
and  at  84  per  day  their  yearly  compensation  will 
be  about  $1200  apiece,  or  850,400  a  year,  and  the 
total  expense  of  the  department  for  salaries  will 
be  §57,400  per  year.  It  is  not  supposed  that '  the 
registrars  will  keep  these  forty-two  assistants 
employed  during  the  entire  year,  out  the  proba- 
bility is  that  they  will,  for  they  are  responsible 
ton©  one.  The  act  establishing  this  Board  of 
Registrars  specifies  that  the}-  shall  receive 
such  "compensation  as  the  City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine ;  but  anv  reduction 
of  compensation  shaU  take  effect  upon  such 
registrars  only  as  shall  be  appointed  after  such  re- 
duction." So  that  if  we  fix  their  salaries  at  ¥2500 
now,  we  cannot  hereafter  reduce  the  amount 
while  these  men  are  in  office.    I  shall,  therefore, 


move  to  makethe  salary  of  the  Reap  strai    .■:•!.' : 

year  instead  -of  §2500.    fl'e  do  not  know  who  these 

-  men  are  to  be,  and  we  do  not  know  whether  the 
-system  of  registration  Is  going  to  be  good  or  bad. 
If  it  turns  out  to  be  a  good  thing  for  the  city,  the 
salaries  of  the  Registrars  caii  easily  be  raised  to 

■"■  $2500.  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce  them 
toSlSOOif  the  system  should  prove  bad.    It  seems 
to  me   better  to  Start  with  the  -  lowest  sum  for 
'   which  we  can  get  good  men,  and  I  therefore  move 
•to  make  the  salaries  of  the  registrai  s  S1500,  and 
that  of  the  assistant  registrars  $3  per  day. 
Alderman  Prescptt— 1  hope  the  amendment  of 
:   the  Alderman  froin   the   Jamaica   Plain   District 
will  not  be  adopted.    This  matter  was  gone'  over 
veiy  thoroughly  by  the  Committee  on  Salaries, 
who  took  the  judgment  of  the  n  en  best  acquaint- 
ed with  the  work, and  what    a    fair    salary -for   it 
:'  would  be.'   And  it  stems  to  me  that  $2500  is  alnod- 
*  efate  sum.    For  one,  I  do  not  believe"  that  •  the 
-'city  will  be  able  to  secure  the  services  "  of  such 
"men  as  it  should  have  for   these    important   posi- 

-  tions   for   less    than  $2500    per-  year.     '  In  ■  re- 

-  gard  to  tbe  very  large  amount  of  "money  -figured 
;-  up  for  Assistant  Registrars  by  the  Alderman  who 

-  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  desire  to  state  that  those 
■  officers  will" not  cost  the  city  of   Boston  anything 

like  $57,000.  They  will  be  employed  only  two  or 
three  weeks  previous  to  the  election  ;■  there  -Would 
be  nothing  for  them  to  do  until  the  lists  are  pre- 

-  pared  or  printed,  which  will  not  be  until  October. 
-Their  services  will;   perhaps,   cover  a  period 'of 

■  .two  or  three  weeks,  and  their  salaries  would  f>e 
.'very    small.      The  'Alderman    states    that    this 

order  will  entail  a  great  expense  without  any  cor- 
responding-benefit." The'f  act  of  the"  matter  is— as 
every  one  who  has  looked  into  it  knows — that  this 
:  .work"  has  been- done  by  tbe  City  Clerk  and  his  as- 
sistants.   With  the  large  amount  of  business  now 

■  entailed  upon  tbe  City  Clerk  and  his  assistants  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  do  this  work  as  it  should 

"  be  done,  and  it  is- an  absolute  necessity  that  such 
'-■  a  board  as  this  should  be"  -created.    If  tbe  salary 

-  is  fixed  at  $2500  f  or  the  priiicioals,  and  $4  a  day 
for  the  assistants,  it  appears  "to  me  to  be  as  rea- 

-  sonable  a  suni  as  we  could  pay  and  expect  to  get 
responsible  inen  for  these  "positions.  '  "    "  '"'. 

Alderman  Peters— Tire  section  of" the  act  under 

-  which  the  assistant  registrars  are  appointed, 
reads'  as  follows : 

"The  registrars  shall  annually,  between  the  first 

:"  day;  of  May  and  the  first  day  of  October,  appoint 

assistant-registrars  of   voters,  inhabitants  of  said 

''  city,  not  exceeding  two  for  each  ward*  who  shall 

-  be  sworn  by  one  of  the  registrars  to  the 'faithful 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  shall  hold  office  for 

'  the  remainder  of-  the  municipal  \  ear,  unless  sooner 

:  discharged  by  the  registrars,  i'hev  "shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  may  from 
tdmeto'time  determine;  but   such    compensation 

'•'  shall  not  be  regulate*!  "by  the  tuimber  of-  names 
registered  on 'any  list  of-vbters."'    !      - 

These  as>i>tairt  registrars  are  responsible  to 
nobody, -and  why  are  we  to  suppose  that  because 
they  ought  to  be  discharged   in  two  weeks  thev 

.  will.  l>e?  We  know  that  the  probability  'is  that 
those  -forty-two  offices  will  be  occupied  as  long  as 
that  sum  will  be  paid.   '    "■  ■  .-    .- 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  what   the   duties  of 


these  officers  will  be  during  a  large  part  of  the 
year— say  froin  the  city  election-'in  the  fall  up  to 
the  next  April  or  May,  or  even  to  the  time  when 
the  lnts  are  made  out. '  I  acknowledge'  that  I  do 
'  not  understand  how  they  are  going  tobeemploy'ed 
through  the  winter.     '    "       - 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  seems  to 
labor  under  this  difficulty;  he  apprehends  that  the 
duties  of- these  registrars  are  confined  to  a  few 
days  prior  to  election/  -  Such  is  not  the  f act; L  To 
properly  prepare  the  lists  for  election  requires  tbe 
time  of  three"  men  during  the  whole  year.  It 
caiinot  be  done  in  two  or  three  weeks.  ■  The  lists 
have  to  be  carefully  examined  and  kept,  the  Cor- 
rections made  and  looked  after;  voters  aie  con- 
stantly changing  from  one  ward  to  another,  and 

•they  must  be-  followed  and  properly  located. 
There  are  other  details  with  which,  I  presuraie,,  the 
Alderman  must  be '  familiar.  There  are  the  appli- 
cations  for    naimalization    papers    to   be  looked 

■  after;  always  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  there  is  an 
anxiety  among  voters  to  see  that  their  names  are 


probably,  but  there  is  a'very  large  part  of  the 
voting  community  who;  in  order  -to  get  the 
small  extra  compensation  for  jury  duty,  come 
here  and  see  that  their  nanies  are  'on  the 
lists  for  that  purpose;    and  if  thev  move  from  one 
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ward  Jo  another  they  see  that  the  change  is  made. 
In  regard  to  thin  expense,  it  is  provided  for  iu  the 
estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  it  is  no 
such  sum  as  $50,0.00.    '.'-' 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  acknowledge  that 
what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  says  is  true;, if 
they  have  got  to  follow  the  voters  of  Boston  from 
ward  to  ward — and  ,1  cannot  see  anything  else 
they  have  got  to  do— for  such  arduous  duty  they 
ought  to  nave  more  than  they  are  having  now. 
But  1  cannot  see  how  three  men  are  to  be  employed 
from  the  3d  or  4th  of  December  up  to  the  next  May 
or  June,  or  how  you.  can  find  business  to  keep  more 
than  one  of  them  employed.  The  City  Clerk,  for 
about  six  weeks,  has  done  the  entire  work  hereto- 
fore, and  now  we  are  asked  to  put  on  three  men 
at  §2500  each  for  the  entire  year,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  putting  on  forty-two  more  at  $4  a  day  for 
the,  entjire  year.  It  seems  tome  that  this  matter 
,has  not  been  properly,  arranged  with  a  view  to 
economy  and  the  saving  of  labor.  It  does  not 
seem,  to  be  necessary,  and  I  hope  that  some 
arrangement  will  be  made  so  that  this  can  be 
done  as  well  as  ,it  has  been  done  by  the  City  Clerk 
heretofore,  and  at  -vastly  less  expense  than  is  pro- 
posed now.,  I  cannot  see  how  they  are  going  to  be 
employed  during  the' whole  year. 

Alderman  Peters— I  see  that  the  amount  put 
down  for  registration  of  voters  in, the  Auditor's 
estimates  is  S20.0Q0.  Tha,t  is  an  arbitrary  sum.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  looking  with  an  eye  of  faith 
to  the  Registrars  who  aie  not  subject  to  anybody. 
I  shall  therefore  move  to  amend  further  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  order,  so  that  after  the  words 
"for  each  and  every  day  of  actual  service,  as  cer- 
tified by  the  registrars  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts," 
it  shall  read,  "with  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.':  Then  we  will  know  how  much  is 
paid;  otherwise  we  will  not.  The  reason  I  men- 
tion the  Committee  on  Ordinances  is,  ihere"  seems 
to  be  no  other  cdmmittee  under  whose  care  they 
should  ,  come,  and  it  is  apparent  to  me  that 
they  should  be  under  the  direction-  of  some  com- 
mittee" of  the  City  <  'ouncil. 

Alderman  Power— I. have  no  doubt,  from  the  ex- 
perience I  have  had  here,  that  additional  force  is 
necessary  to  manage  this  pai  i  of  the  .  ity  business, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  salary  fixed  by  the  commit- 
tee is  any  too  large  for  persons  competent  to  fill 
these  positions.  ,But  there  is  a  clause  in  ■  sec- 
tion three  of  the  act  which  1  do  not  think 
should  be  there— that  a  reduction  in  the  com- 
pensation of  such  officers  shall  take  effect  only 
on  olricers  appointed  after  such  reduction  is 
made.  I  think  the'City  Government  should  have 
the  right,  from  year  to  year,  to  raise  or  lower 
salaries  as  they  ,  see  fit.  But  this  act  has  gone 
through  the  Legislature  and  there  is,  of  course, 
no  Way  to  remedy  it  in  this  Board.  For  compe- 
tent men  to  .fill  this- position  I  think  a  salary  of 
$2500  is  none  too  much,  but  I  do  not  like  that 
objectionable  clause,  in  the  act. 

Alderman  Peters — I  also  think  that  §2500  a  year 
is  a  proper  salary,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for 
that  amount  if  I  knew  who  the  men  were.  If  we 
put  the  salary  at  s l."j(iu,  we  can  raise  it  to  .§2500.  I 
suppose  the  Legislature  thqught  we  were  going  to 
vote  away  money,  and  not  try  to  economize. 

Alderman  Worthington— Tl)e  Alderman  will  see 
that  if  we  makefile  salary  $2500.  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  reduce  it.  If  we  appoint  three  me  this 
year  for~$2500,  are  we  going  to  appoint  one  man 
next  year  for  $1500,  and  have  two  others  getting 
■? 250(1,  anil  the  next  year  one  at  $2500  and  two  at 
$1500?  It  is  unfair  upon  its  face.  If  we  start  low 
and  then  go  up,  we  will  know  where  we  are.  But 
if  we  start  at  the  highest  figure,  no  Board  of  Al- 
dermen will  vote  to  put  one  man's  salary  down 
wTiile  another's  remains  up.  ' 

Alderman  Hall— The  subject  before  us  at  the 
present  time  is  the  fixing  the  salaries  of  these 
Registrars  of  Voters.  This  act  gives  them  the 
power  to  appoint  "a'  large  number  of  assistants, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  this 
Board,  for  various  reasons.  I  therefore  rnove  to 
lay  this  whole  subject  upon  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. ,  '  .  ■,  "-    .  j-     , 

The  tnotlon  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  recurred,  on  the  amendments  of  Alder- 
man Peters,  who  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  that. the  vote  could  be  taken  first  on  the 
proposition  to  make  the  salaries  of  the  Registrars 
$1500.  '   '  , 

Alderman  Cutter— I  cannot  quite  agree  with 
the  Alderman' from  the  Jamaica  Plain  District 
upon  this  question.-  ,1  do  not  think  he  knows 
enough  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I  am  sure  I 
do  hot.    All  the  information  I.  can  get  is  from  the 


Clerk  of  this  Board,  and  that  information  would 
warrant  me  in  voting  'for  $2500  a  year  for 
these  officers.  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  save 
money  by  employing  cheap  men  "upon  this 
commission,  and  if  you  fix'  the  salary  at 
$1500  a  year,  when  you  '  make  other  com- 
missioners' salaries  $4000  a  year,  you  cannot 
expect  to  get  capable  men.  The  only  question  is 
whether  you  want  to  get  any  cheaper  men  on  this 
commission  than  you  have  now  for  $4000  on 
others.  We  have  got  to  trust  to  the  Mayor  to  ap- 
point competent  men,  and 'no  one  in  this  Board 
Will  undertake  to  say  but  that  the  Mayor  is  com- 
petent to' do  s'o,  and  will  do  it.  Therefore  we  must 
take  it  for  granted  that  he  will  appoint  men  who 
are  Worth  $2500.  While  I  am  anxious  to  save  the 
city's  money,  I  do  not  believe  in  false  economy. 
'  Alderman  Peters— J  was  not  advocating  the  low 
salary  on  account  of  economy.  I  believe  in  pay- 
ing good  salaries  to  competent  men,  and  I  believe 
the  Mayor  will  nominate  good  men.  But  the  way 
in  which  this  act  is  made  is  wrong.  It  is  the  first 
tinie  an.  act  of  this  kind ,  has  been  made  in 
this  way.  We  ought  t'o  know  who  the 
officers  are  going  to  be  before  we  give  them  the 
highest  salary,  'instead  of  taking  the  chances. 
They  can  better  afford  to  take  their  chances  with  ' 
the  city.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  better  to  start 
with  a  low  salary,  so  that  we  can  raise  it;  but  if 
we  start  high  and  want  to  reduce  it  we  cannot  do 
it.  -  ' 

Aldeiman  Hall— Does  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  understand  that  when  we  appoint  three  Regis- 
trars, we  give  them  power  to  appoint  aiiy  number 
of  men  they 'see 'fit?  That  is  the  point  I  desired 
to  investigate  and  therefore  made  the  motion  to 
have  the  order  lie  over.  I  now  move  that  this  or- 
der be  specially  assigned  for  one  weekfrom  today. 
,  Aldeiman  Cutter— In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 1  would  state  that 
when  you  come  down  to  the  amount  of  help  that, 
they  are  going  to  employ  or  the  salaries  that  they 
are  to  pay,  I  am  tfot  conversant  with  the  subject, 
and  I  am  not  quite  clear  that  we  ought  to  give 
them  that  liberty. 

'  Alderman  Stebbins— The  trouble  seems  to  he 
about  like  this :  the  Aldermen  want  to  know  who 
these  officers'  are  going  to  be.  If  they  can  find 
out,  I  have  no  objections.  I  am  willing  to  estab- 
lish the  salary  and  trust  to  the  Mayor,  who,  I  have 
no  doubt,  will  appoint  men  who  will  do  the  work 
for  the  best  interest  of.thecity.  Aud  when  these  men 
are  appointed  we  have  got  to  trust  them  to  appoint 
their  assistants  and  to  make  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  those  "  assistants.  If  we  ,  cannot  trust 
anybody  w:e  had'better  pass  a  resolve,  to  that 
effect.  'I  am  confident  the  Mayor  will  appoint  the 
best  men  for  the  positions,  and  they  in  their  turn 
will  appoint  the  best  assistants  and  make  good 
rules  for  the  government  of  those  assistants.  I 
think  it  would  hardly  accomplish  the  end,  desired 
hy  postponing  this  order  to  next  Monday. 

Alderman' Peters— I  think  it  is  a  petty  light  in 
which  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  looks  at  this 
subject.  '  I  do  not  care  who  the  men  are  going  to 
be.  No  one  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  Mayor 
than  I  have,  but  I  do  not  consider  that  I  was  sent 
here  merely  to  fix'salaries  and  trust  to  the  Mayor 
to.  appoint  gpod  men.  I  do  not  know  who  he  is 
going  to  .appoint,  "and  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to,  know,  but  before  I  am  willing  to.  vote 
$2500  .salary  to  men  I  "want  ,  to  .  know 
who  they  are  and  what  they  are  worth.  The  act 
says  there  shall  be  "appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  three  able,  dis- 
creet persons."  I  have  just  as  much  appointing 
power  t)s  the  Mayor  in  this  case.  It  is  my  duty  to 
know  who.are  to  be  appointed  before  I  vote'.to  fix 
their  salaries  at  the  highest,  point.  If  we  start 
them  at  $1500  and  see  that  they  work  well,  then  I 
should  he  willing  to  give  them  $2500. 

Alderman  Prescott — In  answer  to  the  point. that 
the  gentleman  makes  that  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  has  as  much  power  as  the  Mayor,  I 
will  read  the  following  front  the  city  ordinances: 
"Jn  all  cases  where  appointrhents  to  office  are  di- 
rected by  any  law.or  ordinance  tq.be  made  by  the 
Mayor  and  Alderaien,  or--by  the  Mayor  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Aldermen,  the  Mayor 
shall  send  his  nomination  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, directed  to  the  City  Clerk,  who  shall  forth- 
with enter  the  same  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose." .  . 
Alderman  Peters— I  acknowledge  my  error. 
Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  quite  see  the  gentle- 
man's error.  I  have  stibmined  that  point  to  as 
good  a  legal  authority  as  there  is  in  Boston,  and 
he  says  .that  rule  will  not  stand.'  .   .; 
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Alderman  Prescott— In  answer  to  that  I  would 
say  that  it  is  not  only  an  ordinance,  but  it  is  a 
siatute  of  the  Legislature  incorporated  in  the  City 
Charter  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone 
further  consideration  of  the  order  until  next  Mon- 
day, at  five  o'clock  P. M.,  and  the  question  being; 
taken  by  a  rising'  vote  the  motion  prevaile.d — 7  for, 
4  against. 

[For  final  action  on  the  order,  see.  latter  part  of 
report.]  > 

THE  SUMNER   BEQUEST. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following ; 

YVhereas,  by  the  fourth  item  of  the"  will  of 
Charles  Sunnier  he  has  bequeathed  "to  the  city  of 
Boston,  for  the  Art  Museum,  his  pictures  and  en- 
gravings, except  the  picture  known  as  the  -Mira- 
cle of  the  Slave,'  with  the  injunction  that  the 
trustees  shall  do  with  them  what  they  think  best, 
disp.  >sing  of  all  for  the  benefit  of  the 'Museum,''  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered.  That  the  trustees  of  said  Art  Museum 
be  authorized  to  receive  the  said  pictures  and  en- 
gravings and  dispose  of  them  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  bequest. ' 

Eead  twice  and  passed. 

THE  OLD'  PROVIDENCE   DEPOT   SITE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins.  the  order  to 
set  apart  the  lot  of  land  on  Eliot  and  Pleasant 
streets  and  Columbus  avenue  as  a  public  ground 
to  be  kept  open  forever,  was  taken  from  the  table. 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "forever"  and 
substituting  therefor  the  words  "for  that  purpose, 
or  as  a.  part  of  the  public  highway,"  and  as 
amended  was  passed.    . 

Ap.DIHOKAL    REPORTS     AND    ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  YYorthington,  for  the  Committee 
oil  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Ordered,  That  Joseph  Ham  be  and  he  is  hereby 
allowed  additional  time  (until  July  1,1874,)  in 
which  to  complete  the  construction  of  stable  in 
Fort  avenue. 

Read  twice  ami  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for'  the  Committee  or, 
County  Accounts — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  furnishing  office  room  for  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  and  his  two  assistants  in  the  build- 
ing- numbered-  30  Pemberton  square,  recently 
hired  bv  the  city. ' 

Passed. 

■Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  Tie  directed  to 
colle  tfrom  the  county"  of  Middlesex  the  rent  due 
from  said  county  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Police- 
Court  loom  in  Charlestown  up  to  the  first  day  of 
January  last :  said  rental  to  be  charged  at  the  rate 
of  -five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  " 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,-  ■  That  the  Committee  ,6a  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  the  Register  of  Deeds  as  they  mav  deem  ex- 


also  an  iinlix  to  the  sale-  of  real  estate  for  taxes, 
and  to  plans  filed  in  the  Registry  during  that  time  : 
the  expenses,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty- 
two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Order  to  pay  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Dowil  S34U0  5n.  for  land  damages 
on  account  of  the  widening  of  Magazine  street. 
and  by  the  extension  of  Eustis  street  to  Maga- 
zine street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  *  the  Committee  on 
Police  — 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  max- 
imum number  of  Lieutenants-of  Police  be  fixed  at 
thirty-nine  and  the  maximum  number  of  sergeants 
at  fortv-one. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  close  up  and  make  solid  the  dangerous 

•  street,  Charlestown. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave,  with  brick,  the  sidewalk  on  the 
northeasterly  and  northwesterly  sides  of  School 
street,  between  Main  and  High  "streets.    Ward   20, 


and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps. 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the  lamps 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  As- 
sociation  to  be  lighted  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
public,  lights,  from  May  1  to  October  1,  1872. 
.  Read  twice  anduassed. 

INDEFINITELY  POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power— The  order  re- 
questing the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
confer  with  the  committees  of  the  two  branches 
on  Police  and  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  ex- 
pedient .y  of  transferring  the  lireboat  Y\  illiam  M. 
Flanders  to  Police  Department,  and  constructing 
another  and  better  boat  for  the  File  Department, 
amended  by  the  Common  Council  so  as  to  include 
a  proposed  transfer  of  the  Quarantine  boat  Sam- 
uel Little,  to  the  Police  Department— also,  the 
employment  of  two  or  three  tugboats  for  that 
purpose,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitelv 
postjtoned. 

PROMOTIONS   IN  THE    POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
making  the  following  nominations  for  i, munition 
in  the  Police  Department : 

Captain— Elijah  11.  Goodwin.  . 

Lieutenants— David  AY.  Herrick,  Lvnran  YV 
Gould  and  Hawley  Polsom. 

Sergeants— G.  YV".  Hathaway,  Henry  H.  Perkins, 
Jacob  YV.  Glynn  and  James  H.  Lambert. 

On- motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  nominations 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

"SALARIES  OF    REGISTRARS  OF    VOTERS    FIXED. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  b\  which  the  order  relating  to  the  sala- 
ries of  Registrars  of  Voters  was  specially  assigned 
for  next  Monday.  1  make  that  motion" because  I 
learn  from  the  best  authority  that  ins  actually  time 
and  past  the  time  that  these  men.  whoever  they 
maybe,  should  take  their  positions  and  be-ii, 
then  work.  This  order  .will  have  to  go  to  the  ot]iei 
branch  and  l>t  concurred  in;  then  the  nomina- 
tion's of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  have  to  be  re- 
ceived and  acted  upon  by  ibis  Board— all  of  which 
will  take  some  time.  I  believe  we  have  already 
delayed  to. >  much  in  this. matter.  When  it  came 
up  last  Monday,  a  request  was  made  that  it  be 
bnd  over  for  one  week,  and  it  seems  So  me  that 
members  nave  had  ample  opportunity  to  consult 
with  parties  and  obtain  information  upon 
this  subject.  I  make  this  motion  with 
the  best  interest  of  the  city  in  view  and 
to  secure  ,  the  correct  preparation  of  the 
voting  lists,  jf  that  motion  prevails  and  gentle- 
men are  not  willing  to  act  upon  it  today;  1  will 
make  a  motion  to  specially  a.-sign  it  for  Thursday 
next,  at  1  P.  M.,  and  that  when  this  Board  ad- 
journs it  be  to  that  time,  in  order  that  this  matter 
may  be  acted  upon  and  go  to  the  Common  (  ouneil 
on  that  evening.  1  believe '.that  further  delay  in 
this  matter  is  dangerous;  that  Board  should'  be 
organized,  at  once.  I  know  not  who  the 
men  are  to  be.  out  I  have  no  doubt  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  appoint  gentlemen  fully  worth  a  salary 
of  S'JaUOa  year.  In  regard  to  the'unlimiteil  pow- 
ers delegated  to  these  registrars  spoken  ol  bv  the 
gentleman  Irom  Ward  10,  I  say  we  must  »ive'  cer 
tain  powers  to  heads  of  departments.  y\  e  elect 
a  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and 
pay  him  a  salary  of  83600  a  year,  ami  'au- 
thorize him  to  employ  men  in  his  depart- 
partineiit.  clerks  in  Ids  office,  men  to  goal  out  ami 
see  to  the  erection  of  new  buildings  ami  janitor- 
in  all  the  public  buildings  in  the  city.  Of  course 
it  requires  responsibility,  and  we  must  place  con- 
fidence in  the.-e  men.  and  1  do  not  think  we  >-ive 
very  great  powers  to  these  registrars  of  yofers 
I  trust  the  reconsideration  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters— I  hope  it  will  not  prevail,  be- 
cause if  these  officers  are  appointed  bv  Thursday 
Friday  is  .he  first  of  May,  when  many  'citi/ens  -,;',: 
going  out  of  town,  and  they  may'  get  names 
upon  the  lists  tyvice  and  cause  them  to  be 
taxed  in  both  places.  I  think  we  had  better 
leave  it  till  next  Monday.  As  I  understand  it.  all 
appointments  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
budding-  must  be  approved  by  the  committee  on 
that  dcpartineni  ;  bul  this  manor  the  City  Council 
has  nothing  to  ,lo  with.  At  the  end  of  the  yeai 
whether  the  bill  is  Saiiim  or  .sMl.imn  it  is  certified 
to  the  Auditor,  and  he  is  obliged  to  approve  it 
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Alderman  Emery— I  voted  with  the  majority  to 
assign  this  matter  to  next  Monday,  not  because  I 
was  not  willing;  to  pass  upon  it  "at  the  present 
time,  but  I  thought  gentlemen  desired,  further 
time  to  look  into  the  subject.  But  I  have  under- 
stood that  there  is  a  necessity  for  this  matter  to  be 
acted  upon  at  once,  so  that  it  may  go  to  the 
Council  on  Thursday.  That  being  the'ease,  I  shall 
vote  to  reconsider,  although  1  am  always  desirous 
of  "accommodating  gentlemen  who  wish  to  look 
into  matters  to  be  passed  upon  by  this  Board.  - 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn. 
Lost. 

Alderman  Bower— I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail,  for  I  do  not  know  of  but  one  rea- 
son for  laying  the  order  over,  and  that  is,  gentle- 
men in  this  Board  may  think  that  by  postponing  it 
they  can  get  an  idea  of  who  are  the  persons  to  fill 
these  positions.  I  have  as  great  a  desiie  to  know, 
who  these  persons  are  as  any  member  of  this- 
Board,  and  if  1  thought  by  laying  the  matter  over 
one  week  1  could  get  any  nearer  to  knowing  who 
they  are  to  be  I  would  vote  to  lay  it  over. 
But  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea  that  any 
name  will  be  sent  into  this  Board  until  the  salary 
is  fixed.  I  suppose  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in' 
tins  Board  who  has  not  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  Mayor,  and  as  he  will  be  responsible  to 
the  City  Government  for  the  fitness  of 
the  persons  who  are  to  fill  these  posi- 
tions, I  have  no  doubt  he  will  govern  himself  ac- 
cordingly, and  send  in  the  names  of  gentle- 
men who  will  be  fully  worthy  the  confidence  of 
the  City  Government,  and  deserve  the  salary  fixed 
by  the  committee.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  re- 
consideration will  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  hits  the  nail  on  th-j  head  at  all  in 
giving  the  reason  why  the  majority  wish  this  mat- 
ter to  lie  over  till  next  Monday.  I  do  not  expect 
or  want  to  know  who  the  men  are  to  be.  I  think 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  by  which  the 
power  of  unlimited  employment  of  assistants  by 
the  registrars  should  be  brought  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  City  Council.  That  is  what  I  wanted 
the  matter  postponed  for. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  but  just  one  way  to 
remedy  that  evil,  and  that  is,  if  this  Board  "sees 
fit,  to  reject  all  the  nominations  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  not  appoint  anybody.  Under  the 
present  act  1  do  not  see  any  other  remedy  for  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  '  17  said  he  was  willing 
to  vote  for  $1500  any  time,  but  would  like  to  know 
who  the  men  are"  before  he  votes  to  give  them 
§2500.  I  should  certainly  want  to  know  who  would 
come  here  for  $1500,  but  I  am  not  so  particular 
about  who  will  come  for  $2800,  for  I  know  we  can 
get  good  men  for  $2500,  but  I  am  not  so  sure  that 
we  could  for  $1500. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  reconsideration  prevails 
will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  agree  to  assign 
the  order  to  Thursday  at  one  o'clock  ? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  willing  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Board  upon  the  matter. 

Alderman  Hall— But  my  question  was  as  to 
yourself. 

Alderman  Prescott— If  the  gentleman  desires  it, 
I  will  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Brooks— Under  the  circumstances,  1 
-hall  vote  for  reconsideration. 


Alderman  Cutter— I  asked  to  have  this  order  lie 
over  not  on  account  of  the  salary  of  $2500,  but  be- 
cause we  are  giving  them  power  to  appoint  an  un- 
limited number  of  clerks.  The  question  in  my 
mind  is  whether  these  registrars  cannot  do  this 
work  without  additional  clerks,  although  if  they 
cannot  I  am  willing  to  give  them  the  assistance. 
That  is  the  part  of  the  order  I  am  not  so  enlight- 
ened upon  as  I  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Power — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6.  I  do  not  like  the  way  this  act  is 
framed,  and  the  only  way  to  defeat  it  is  to  refuse 
to  confirm  any  nominath  >n"s  that  are  made,although 
other  gentlemen  may  not  think  it  competent  or 
prudent  to  do  so.  It  was  an  oversight  on  my  part 
that  we  had  accepted  this  act  as  it  stands,  and 
there  is  no  way  of  revising  it  except  through  the 
body  that  made  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
shall  vote  to  delay  this  matter  no  longer. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  not  quite  right  in  this  matter.  We  can 
cut  off  those  assistants  by  not  appropriating 
money  enough  for  them. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  took  a  recess 
of  ten  minutes.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  recess 
thequestion  was  on  postponing  the  order  till  next 
Thursday,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  the  amendment  to 
substitute  *1500  for  $2500  for  the  salaries  of  the 
registrars,  and  renewed  the  amendment  to  make 
the  salaries  of  the  assistant  registrar.-,  S3  per  day, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Alderman  Worthington— After  the  explanations 
which  I  have  heard  I  shall  vote  for  $2500,  believ- 
ing that  is  as  low  a  salary  as  we  ought  to  offer 
them. 

The  order  fixing  the  salary  of  the  registrars  at 
$2500  was  passed. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters,  to  make 
the  salary  of  assistant  registrars  $3  per  day,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order 
relating  to  assistant  registrars  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "for  each  and  every  day  of  service," 
the  words  "not  exceeding  twenty-five." 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  it  is  a  question  whethei 
that  amendment  will  do  any  good  arteritis  passed. 
The  act  says  they  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  de- 
termine. It  does  not  specify  any  time,  but  from 
the  day  they  are  appointed  till  they  are  discharged 
they  are  in  the  employ  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  limits  their  pay  to 
such  sum  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  City  Council. 
They  may  be  appointed  tomorrow,  but  they  will 
receive  only  twenty-five  days'  pay  during  the 
year. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  A 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  order 
was  passed,  by  Alderman  Prescott,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  fix- 
ing three  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Mondays  as  the  time 
for  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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ngs  of  the  Common  Council, 

APBIL    ;iOs    1'874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

l'AI'EBS   FROM  THE  T30AKD  OF  ALDEHMEX. 

Petitions' of  Charles  B.  Sluite,  Harvey  Penni- 
raan,  John  Donovan,  and  no! ice  oi  vacancy  in  the 
Board  of  Assessors.    Severally  referred, in  concur- 

The. report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on 
petition  of  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  change  of  con- 
ditions, etc.,  on  a  lot  of  land  on  Warwick  street, 
came  down  recommitted:    Concurred. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on. petition  of  James 
H.  George,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building 
in  rear  of  636  ^Second  street.  Accepted,  in  con- 
currence.  .  ■ 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  be 
issued  io  Eugene  B.  Dudley,  F.  S.  Wright  and  E. 
J.  Moore,  to  erect  wooden  buildings,  as  set  for.h 
in  said  orders.  Orders  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence., 

Preamble  and  order  authorizing  tfee  trustees  of 
of  the  Art  Museum  to  receive  the  pictures  and  en- 
gravings bequeathed  to  the  city  for  said  museum 
by  Charles  Sumner.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  allowing  Lhe  owners  of  estates 
on  south  side  of  South  Market  street  to  disregard 
all  the  conditions  imposed  upou  said  estates  in 
the  original  deeds  thereof. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  ask  of  the 
committee  the  reason  for  removing  tho  e  restric- 
tions. They  were  undoubtedly  placed  there  for 
goodand-substantial  reasons,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
before  I  >ote,  on  amatter  as  important  as  this  to 
know  why  the  restricB  ions  imposed  by  law  should 
De  removed.  Certainly  without  an  explanation  1 
will  not  vote  for  this  measure,  and  we  should  have 
some  reason  why  the  committee  have  come  to  this 
coin  Ins  ion. 

Mr.. Crocker  of  Ward  6--The  restrictions  limited 
the  height  of  the  buddings  and  of  the  stories  of 
buildings  on  South  Market  street.  They  were  de- 
sirable at  the  time  in  order  that .  there  should  be 
uniformity  in  the  block..  They  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  building  very  high  in  those  days,  and  it 
was  thought,  1  suppose,  that  they  would  get  a 
uniform  block  as  high  as  i  hey  'bought  of  building 
at-  that  time.  Now,  it  becomes  desirable  to  erect 
higher  buildings  according  to  our  modern  require- 
ments, and  some  of  the  parties  widi  to  be  released 
from  those  restrictions  in  order  to  build  higher 
stories  according  to  modern  custom.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  objection  that  anybody  would  be 
injured  by  the  plan. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  have  not  been  able,  on 
account  of  the  noise  in  the  rea.-  of  the  room,  to 
hear  what  the  gentleman  has  said.  If  the  Presi- 
dent will  be  kind  enough  to  call  the  Council  to 
order,  I  shall  be  able  to  understand.  If  I  under- 
stand it,  the  restrictions  were  that  there  should 
be  uniform  buildings.  That  is  all  1  can  under- 
stand, and  if  that  is  all  it  seems  to  me  tnat  is  no 
good  reason.  Will  my  friend  from  Ward  6  be  so 
good  as  to  explain  what  were  the  legal  restric- 
tions contained  in  the  deed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C — The  estates  there  were 
sold  subject  to  restrictions  determining  the  height 
of  the  various  stories,  as  I  recollect  —  though 
I  cannot  remember  them  in  full— determined 
the  height  of  the  various  stories,  the  first  to  be 
so;  much,  the  second  so  much,  the  third 
so  much,  and  perhaps  it  provided  that  the 
building  should  not  be  more  than  three  stories 
high,  Dut  I  am  not  sure  of  that.  Now 
they  wish  to  rebuild  some  of  those  stories.  Of 
course  in  a  modern  building  they  do  not  wish  to 
make  the  stories  of  the  same  height,  as  they  were 
built  forty  years  ago.  They  desire  to  build  high- 
er, and  I  believe  some  of  the  parties  have  gone  on 
and  built  disregarding  the  restrictions.  The  com- 
mittee, not  seeing  how  anybody  could  be  injured, 
have  recommended  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  am  very  much  obliged  to 
the  gentleman,  and  1  hope  he  will  excuse  me  for 
asking  the  question  ;  there  was  no  other  means  of 
getting  the  information.  I  think  the  determina- 
tion of    the  committee    is  a  wise  one    and    it    will 


■Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14— I  have  been  re- 
quested, io  oiler  an  amendment  as  follows:  Insert 
after  the  words  "in  this  city"  the  words  "and  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  -Veteran  Corps,  No. 
1."  I  have  no  practical  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  effect  of  this  order,  nor  do  I 
know  anything  practically  about  the  N.  P. 
Banks  Army  and  Navy  Corps.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to' inform  myself  since  I  came  here  to- 
night, it  is  an  organization  similar  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  this  money  would  be 
expended  in  a  manner  similar  to  that..  I 
presume  there  are  gentlemen  present,  who 
know     more     about     the     corps     than     I    do.. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— This  organization  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Charl.stown  District,  and  while  it 
differs  in  name  somewhat  from  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Peptihlic.  I  presume  iris  substantially  the 
same  thing.  It  has  been  recognized  by  the  City 
Government  of  Charlestown,  last  year  and  the 
year  before,. and  when  appropriations  have  been 
made  for  tne  purposes  of  Decoration  Day,  this  oir 
ganization  has  been  remembered. 
i  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20- This  post  is  composed  of 
about  two  hundred  .members,  all  soldiers  ana 
sailors  honorably  discharged  from  service  \n  the 
war  of  the.Rebellion.  It. was  organized  about  two 
years  ago,  and  has  received  the  same  appropria- 
tion and  used  it  in  the  same  way  as  Post  11  did. 
So  far  as  I  know  the  organization  is  similar  to  the 
Grand  Army,  although  it  does  not  have  the  same 
name ;  .but  f or  ch aritable  and  other  purposes  it  is 
the  same. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22—1  would  say  simply  a  word 
in  relation,  to  ■  this  matter.  The  charter  members 
applied  for  a  charter  as  a  post  of  the  Grand 
Army,  but.  at  that  time  it  was  considered  that 
the  post  then  existing  within  the  limits  of 
Cha-lestown  was  sufficient  for  that  district 
and  for  that  reason  only  the  proposition  was 
declined.  The  object  that  they  have  in  view 
and  their  course  of  proceeding  during  the  year 
are  essentially  the  same  as  tho=e  of  the  ports 
of.  the  Grand  Army.  After  talking  with  va- 
rious members  of  the  <Jrand  Army  organization, 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  general  feel- 
ing among  them  that  it  would  be  very  proper  to 
recognize  them  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Grand 
Army  are  recognized,  and  in  the  district  which  I 
represent  there  is  a  very  general  hope  expressed 
that  the  Gity  Government -will  include  this  organ- 
ization. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orders  fixing  the  salary  of  each  of 
the  Registrars  of  Voters  at  S250C  per  annum;  and 
of  the  Assistant-Iiegisliars  at  s?4  per  day  of  actual 
service,  not  exceeding  tw-nty-five  days. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the.  orders  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  section  four  of  the  act 
parsed  by  the  Legislature  and  to  ask  the  opinion 
of  the.  legal  g  ntlemen  of  the  Council  as  to  the 
propriety  of  adapting  the  amendment  offered  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  provides  that 
those  assistant-i  cgisi  nirs  shall  not  be  employ- 
ed for  more  than  twenty-five  days.  The  act 
provides  that,  they  shall  be  appointed  between  the 
first  day  of  May  and  October  and  shall  hold  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  municipal  year.  I  wish 
to  know  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  legal  gen- 
tleman, this  is  a  proper  amendment  to  be  adopted, 
after  we  have  accepted  the  act  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— When  this  subject  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  they  took 
special  pains  to  ascertain  what  the  duties  of  the 
registrars  and  assistant-regi-trars  would  be. 
We  found  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  employ 
assist  ints  heretofore  ;  that,  in  some  of  the  ward's 
two  or  three  had  been  employed  shortly  before 
elections,  for  the  purpose  0f  aiding  the  City  Clerk  in 
the  discharge  of  these  duties.  I  should  be 
of  opinion,  from  the  information  that  we  then  ob- 
tained, that  twenty-live  days  wool  I  be  a  liberal 
time  for  these  assisiant-rogiM  rai  s  in  which  to  dis- 
charge their  special  duties;  1  think  that  is  rather 
longer  than  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  employ 


they  would  discharge  would  be  such  ; 
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cause  improvement  in  the  buildings ;  and  that  be- 
ing the  ease,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  directing  the  transfer  to  the  City  Solioi- 
tor's  office  of  the  set  of  Massachusetts  Reports 
received  from  the  town  of  Dorchester,  and  au- 
thorizing a  supply  to  be  made  of  all  volumes 
necessary  to  torni  a  complete  set.  Read  twice 
and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  free  public  bathing-houses,  at  not  exceeding 
silx.nOO;  and  the  employment  of  necessary  assist- 
ance for  the  care  of  the  same,  at  not  exceeding 
#22,000. 

The  order  having  been  read  once— 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  said— I  move  that  the 
rule  be  suspended,  in  order  that  the  order  may 
take  its  second  leading  this  evening.  The  object 
of  doing  so  is  that  the  men  may  gee  their  pay  to- 
morrow. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

Order  gran:  ing  permission  to  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company  to  fire  salutes  ou 
the  Common  on  the  J_-'t  of  June.  Read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pav  to  caeli  post,  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  located  in  Boston,  1  lie  sum  of  S20H  towards  the 
expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 

able  them  to  do  fully  what  it  was  intended  for 
them  to  accomplish.  I  should  be  inclined  to 
think,  taking  these  considerations  into  view,  that 
this  amendment  would  not  be  objectionable.  If 
it  should  be  found  hereafter  that  the  number  of 
days  is  too  short,  it  could  be  lengthened. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  be  inclined  to 
question  the  statement  of  my  worthy  friend  in  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  assistants  heretofore 
employed  by  the  City  Clerk.  I  have  had,  in 
years  past,  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  office 
of  the  Citv  Clerk,  and  I  never  yet  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  any  assistance  has 
been  rendered  to  him  by  appointees  upon  t.'te 
board.  I  think  my  friend  is  mistaken.  It  is  en- 
tirely new  to  me.  1  have  had  something  to  do 
with' the  registration  of  voters  in  my  individual 
capacity,  but  I  never  yet  learned  that  there  was 
any  such  appointee  from  any  ward.  The  City  Clerk 
has  had  the  assistance  of  able  parties,  but; 
they  are  employed  annually  in  his  own  office,  and 
1  have  never  yet  seen  or  heard  if  intimated  that 
he  received  assistance  in  wards  from  any  one 
appointed  by  him  specially  for  that  purpose. 
Now,  I  think  this  amendment  is  entirely  in 
discord  with  the  act  pa-sed  by  the  Legis- 
lature; it  certainly  is  in  substance,  if  not 
in  fact.  I  can  hardly  conceive  now  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  can  have  assumed  or  should 
have  assumed  any  such  right  or  prerogative  as 
that  indicated  in  this  amendment.  It  is  certainly 
in  contravention  of  the  law  itself,  and  I  think  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  has  not  examined  it  witn 
his  ordinary  sagae.i.y  and  skill.  If  he  had,  I 
think  he  would  have  come  to  a  different  con- 
clusion. I  had  something  to  do  with  the  fram- 
ing of  the  act.  I  investigated  it  with  some  con- 
siderable care,  and  I  (littered  from  the  advocates 
of  it,  believing  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  employ 
three  persons  for  the  purpose  named ;  but  it  hav- 
ing been  conceived  proper  by  the  committee  I 
voted  for  it.  I  believe  it  will  cause  an  unneces- 
sary expenditure  and  have  said  so  before — an  ex- 
pense of  #25,000  per  annum  for  the  labor  of,  those 
persons — but  it  has  become  the  law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  have  yet  to  learn  by  what  right  the 
other  branch  has  assumed  to  dictate  that  no 
more  than  twenty-five  days  shall  be  consumed 
by  the  assistant  registrars.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  has  made  a  substantial  point. 
If  the  law  is  to  be  carried  out,  it  should  be  done  in 
its  entirety  and  not  be  abridged  or  contravened  in 
any  sense  of  the  word  by  the  City  Government. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  which  we  ought 
to  consider  well  before  we  finally  conclude  that  it 
should  be  changed  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  see  any  legal  ob- 
jection and  I  do  not  quite  understand  the  point, 
unless  it  may  be  that  it  contravenes  these  lines, 
"And  shall  hold  office  for  the  remainder  of  the 
municipal  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the 
registrars.  '  Now  they  may  hold  office  all  the 
year,  but  the  question  here  is,  What  pay  shall 
they  get?  For  how  many  days  shall  they 
be  paid?  That  is  the  question.  And  certainly 
from  the  information  that  came  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  derived  from  the 
City  Clerk — who  spent  much  time  with  us, 
brought     all     the     records     and     showed     the 


amount  of  labor  that  it  took  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose,  described  the  necessity  for 
these  assistants,  the  employment  of  them  in  par- 
ticular wards,  and  their  being  required  only  a 
short  time  before  the  election,  I  should  certainly 
say  that  twenty-five  days  would  be  a  very  liberal 
time.  You  might,  perhaps,  limit  the  number 
of  assistants-  and  then  spread  them  over 
a  larger  period  of  time;  but  the  work  is  to 
be  done  "necessarily  in  a  comparatively  short 
time.  I  think  that  heretofore  the  employment 
of  such  assistants  has  occurred;  that  they  were 
sent  to  different  wards  for  the  benefit  of  the  citi- 
zens residing  there,  to  facilitate  the  regi-tration 
of  votes,  and  the  longest  time  spent  in  any  partic- 
ular ward  was  about  twelve  days.  1  do  not  see 
any  legal  objection  in  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  time  is  ample. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  tonight.  One  reason  is.  that  the 
act  provides  that  the  Mayor  shall  nominate,. and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  confirm,  the  registrars. 
Now,  we  are  called  upon  to  pass  upon  their  salary, 
and  before  we  do  so  l  think  we  should  know  who 
the  Mayor  pioposes  to  submit  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  the  position.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Council  has  no  voice  in  confirming  those  appoint- 
ments, we  should  certainly  know  who  the  men 
are.  Therefore  I  move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—  T  do  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  laying  of  the  order  upon  the  table,  because 
when  any  matter  is  to  be  investigated  I  think  the 
Council  should  take  time  for  the  purpose.  I  re- 
gret, myself,  that  the  act  provides  that  the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
because  I  think  the  Council  should  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
have  standing  instructions  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  .Matters,  that,  hereafter,  when  any-. 
thing  is  to  be  done  by  the  City  Government,  it 
shall  be  done  by  both  branches  unless  there  are 
previous  insti  u'ciioiis  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  glad  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  my  friend  from  Ward  12,  because  I 
think  they  are  right.  Now,  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  that  the  reg- 
istrars have  supreme  control,  and  that  neither  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  nor  we,  as  the  .coordinate 
branch,  have  power  to  restrict  or  compel  the  as- 
sistaut-iegi-trars  to  serve  only  twenty-five 
days.  The  language  is  plain.  .Have  we  1he 
right  to  dictate  to  the  registrars  bow  long 
they  shall  bold  these  assistants?  The  act. is  posi- 
tive ;  there  is  no  qualification  to  it— positive  as  the 
English  language  can  make  it.  That  is  my  point. 
I>  have  no  objection  to  the  order  lying  upon  the 
table.  No  matter  as  important  as  this  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  should  be  passed  upon  in  one 
branch  of  the  City  Government  only;  no  one 
branch  should  be  allowed  to  say  whether  or  not 
this  matter  shall  be  accepted  or  otherwise ; 
to  say  wdio  should  or  wdio  should  not  be  appointed 
registrars.  It  should  be  by  concurrent  vnte  of  tl.e 
two  branches,  as  in  a  democratic  government 
the  government  should  not  be  restricted  to  one 
branch  when  there  is  a  coordinate  body  provided 
for  precisely  .  such  cases  as  this.  But  , 
I  will  repeat  the  proposition  that  no  one 
branch  has  a  right  to  restrict  the  regis- 
trars in  the  pei  lorniance  of  their  duties. 

Mr.  Deni.v  of  Ward  fl— I  have  no  obiection  to  the  . 
orders  lying  upon  the  table,  but  I  do  object  to  the 
point  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  in 
regard  to  passing  upon  salaries  before  we  know 
who  the  Mayor  will  nominate  for  registrars.  That 
would  be  contrary  to  custom  and  precedent.  How 
can  we  expect  to  know  wdio  the  appointees  are, to, 
be?  Suppose  the  appointments  are  made  and 
we  should  fix  the  salary  at  §500  a  year,  could 
it  be  expected  that  good  men  would  take  the  office 
at  that,  price?  We  fix  salaries  in  accordance  with 
the  duties  to  be  peiformed;  we  do  not  regulate 
salaries  bv  the  character  of  the  men,  but  tor  the 
value  of  their  services  to  the  city.  After  the  sal- 
ary is  fixed  the  appointment  will  be  made  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  Mayor.  '1  here  are  al- 
ways two  sides  to  a  bargain.  The  city  fixes  the 
salary  and  the  men  accept  the  position. 

air!  l-'ease  of  Ward  1— This  matter  seems  per- 
fectly plain  to  me,  notwithstanding  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  The  act  specially 
says  that  thev  shall  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mine. The  amendment  proposes  that  they  shall 
be  paid  for  not  more  than  twenty-five  day's'  ser- 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  would  inquire  if  it  has 
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been  the  custom  for  the  Mayor  to  notify  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  whom  he  shall  ap- 
point to  the  various  commissions ?  If  it  is,  why 
does  he  not  do  it  in  this  case?  If  not,  I  should 
like  to  know  the  reason  of  the  objection.  The 
Mayornevernotified  me  whom  he  should  appoint. 
If.  he  consults  one  member  why  does  he  tot  con- 
mlt  another? 

The  President — There  is  no  rule  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— What  has  been  the  prac- 
tice ? 

The  President— The  Chair  is  not  informed  as  to 
the  established  practice. 

The  orders  w.  re  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  rising 
vote — 44  for,  8  against.  ■ 

The  ord?r  concerning  the  .  keeping  open  forever 
of  the  city  lot  between  Columbus  avenue,  Eliot 
and  Pleasant  streets,  as  a  public  ground,  came 
down  amended,  by  striking  out  "forever,"  and  in- 
serting "for  that  purpose,  or  as  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lic highway."     The  Council  concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  sign  an  agree- 
ment.with  Davi-  &  Walker  in  reference  to  drain- 
ing into  Stony  Brook.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BCSINESS. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  not  ex- 
ceeding $2000,  for  the  improvement  of  Blackstonc 
and  Franklin  squares;  not  exceeding  $10.ooo,  for 
labor, loam  and  the  improvement  of  Washington 
park;  not  exceeding  $10,000,  for  laborers,  ami' 
keeping  in  good  conditio)  the  Common,  Public 
Garden,  and  other  public  grounds  not  otherwise 
provided  for;  not, exceeding  $1000,  for  tools,  mow- 
ing machines  and  repairing  the  same,  for  the 
Common  and  otli-r  public  grounds;  not  exceeding 
§2000,  for  water  and  watering  the  streets  around 
the.  pull  e  grounds ;  not  exceeding  s'.'ooo,  for  hir- 
ing team_s  for  work  on  puhlie  grounds;  not  ex- 
ceeding $700,  for  the  purchase  of  loam  for  the  pub- 
lic grounds,  not  otherwise  provided  for;  not  ex- 
ceeding §5000,  for  the  purchase  of  red  gravel,  for 
paths  on  public  ground;  ;  not  exceeding  §1200,  for 


grass,  and  other  seeds  for  public  grounds;  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,  for  constructing  a  rustic  arbor  on 
Public  Garden;  auihorizi-ig  contracts  for  the  care 
of  the  public  grounds  and  trees  in  the  streets  of 
East  Bo  ton,  at  not  exceeding  §000,  and  for  the 
care  of  Jdaekstone,  Franklin,  Worce  ter  and  Low- 
ell squares  and.  Union  park,  at  not  exceeding 
§1060.    Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— In  reading  over  these 
orders  I  find  there  is  no  appropriation  made  for 
Chailestown.  I  wish  to  know  if  there  is  any  in- 
tention to  spend  money  in  that  district,  as  it  would 
ease  my  mind  greatly.  A  gentleman  here  informs 
me  that  it  was  an  oversight  of  the  committee,  who 
do  not  intend  to  slight  the  Bunker-Hill  District. 
but  will  make  it  up  by  making  a  double  allowance 
when  they  come  to  that  point. 

.Order  authorizing  an  additional  sum  of  §1500  to 
be  expended  in  completion  of  the  contract  for  re- 
priniingand  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council.     Parsed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  authorizing  the  Roxburv  High  School 
Building  to  be  altered  and  enlarged,  at  an  estimat- 
ed cost  of  $30,000,  and  authorizing  the  erection  of 
a  primary  schoolbouse  on  <;uiney  street,  Ward  14, 
at  an  estimated  co.-t  of  $50,000.  Severally  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dartmouth  street,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of  an  engine  house  for  Fngine  Twen- 
ty-two, at  an  estimated  cost,  for  land  and  build- 
ing, of  $40,000. 

Mr.  Burdittof  Waid  16—1  move  that  this  order 
and  the  two  which  follow  it  on  the  programme  be 
ref cried  to  the  Committee  on  the  lire  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Crowdtv  of  Ward  7— Last  Thursday  evening, 
when  those  last  two  orders  were  offered  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  I  was  sur- 
prised, and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  was  curious  to  know  bv  what  authori- 
ty they  came  from  that  committee.  On  looking 
over  the  records  of  the  Fire  Commissioners 
since  then,  1  find  that  on  the  20th  of  April, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  they  wrote  a  letter  to 
tlieCoinmitteeoii  Public  Buildings  requesting  them 
to  locate  this  engine  house  on  Dartmouth  street. 
At  half-past  two  o'clock  on  that  dav,  the  Joint 
committee  on  Fire  Department  were" in  session  in 
the  office  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  had  ap- 
pointed two  siib-conimittees  to  locate  two  other 
engine    houses,    the    one   near    Dover   street  and 


the  oiher  in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and 
Commercial  streets.  Of  course  this  letter, 
written  at  a  time  when  they  knew  that 
vve  had  appointed  those  sub-committees,  looks  to 
me  like  an  under-handed  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  Commission,  and  an  intention  to  slight  the 
committee  with  which  they  weie  working.  Jn 
looking  over  their  records  today  I  find  there  is  no 
record  of  any  vote  authorizing  any  one  to  write 
this  letter.  I  do  not  know  what  it  means.  Nobody 
seems  to  be  responsible  for  it,  and  it  was  sent 
by  only  one  of  the  Commission.  The  ordi- 
nance regulating  the  Commission  only  gives  slight 
powers  to  the  committee.  One  of  the  commis- 
sioners wrote  a  letter  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  asking  them  to  locate  the  house,  and 
I -cannot  see  why  l:e  afterwards  gave  the  power  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  he 
does  not  know  how  to  explain  it.  The  courte- 
ous chairman  of  the  committee  has  been 
kind  enough  to  refer  the  orders  -to  our 
committee,  but  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  explain  the  position  of  the  committee 
on  Fire  Department  in  connection  with  the  com- 
mission. We  have  endeavored  to  work  harmo- 
niously with  them,  but  the  Course  they  pursued 
last  Thursday,  af ier  the  committee  adjourn- 
ed is  something  not  very. satisfactory,  to  say  the 
least. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department,  as  were  also  idle  two  following: 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
near  Dover  street,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  house  for  Engine  No,  3,  at  an  estimated 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  s45,000.~    ... 

order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets, 
and  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house,  at  an 
estimated  cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  $45,000. 

Order  authorizing  an  addition  to  be  built  to  the 
Public  Libra -,y  Building,  to  accommodate  the  De- 
partment of  Patenis;  the  estimated  cost  thereof 
being  $30,000.     Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  occupied  by  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment, 
M.  V.  M.,  in 'third  street;,  and  to  allow  $800  per 
annum,  for  rent  of  armory  for  said  company,  at 
143  Broadway,  and  authorizing  not  exceeding '$250 
to  be  expended  in  furnishing  armory  of  said  com- 
pany; and  authorizing  not  exceeding  §500  to  be 
expended  in  fitting  up  the  armory  of  Company  C, 
First  Battalion  of  <  avalry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  'corner  of 
High  and  Peail  streets,  Chailestown.. 

Severally  passed— yeas  69,  nays  1. 

Order  authorizing  inn  exceeding  §150  to  be  ex- 
pended in  furnishing  armory  of  Company  F.,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  corner 'War- 
ren and  Palmer  streets. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Committee  on  Armories  for  what  this  §150  is 
to  be  used. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21—1  would  state  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  gentleman  and  the  Council  that 
last  year  the-e  wde  some  repairs  made  upon  the 
armory,  l<ut  not  enough  iO  put  it  in  >  uch  a  condi- 
tion as  the  company  des  ired  to  have  it,  or  in  a  con- 
dition that  it  would  be  suitable  for  an  armory. 
This  year  some:  eats  have  been  plated  in  the  room, 
and  there  has  been  some  painting,  with  other  im- 
provements, at  an  expense  of  $150,  which  the  com- 
mittee deemed  very  slight. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  had  the  honor  last  year 
to  be  upon  this  committee,  and  was  one  of  a  sub- 
committee to  attend  to  the  fitting  up  of  this  par- 
ticular armoiy.  I  endeavored  to  post  myself  upon 
this  matter  today,  but  was  prevented  by  a  pressure 
of  other  important  business.  The  company 
moved  into  a  new  building  on  the  corner  of 
Warren  and  Palmer  streets;  the  armorj  was  fitted 
up  in  peifect  shape,  in  my  judgment  and  in  the 
judgmentof  the  committee",  at  that-time.  The  only 
part  left  unfinished  was  the  putting  of  seats 
around  the  hall,  and  there  was  a  balance  of  the 
appropriation— about  $150,  I  do  not  remember  the 
exact  amount,  as  it  was  Mime  time  ago.  The 
company  were  verv  anxious  that  they  should 
have    seats    ariaugcd    around   the   hail  '  suitable 


i\a-  nor  quit. •  certain  that  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
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or  three  hundred  dollars,  w  (lint,  they  have  had  to 
call  for  an  appropriation  of  .•  i',u  for']>ainting  and 
putting  in  those  seat-  ,  1  hink  it  is  not  proper  that 
th  ;  city  'hottl  1  pay  it.  I  should  object  to  the  city 
firing  up  a  building  lohe  used  for  a  purpose  other 
than  an  armory,  ami  that  I  think  has  been  done  in 
this  case. 

Mr'.- Fly hn  of  Ward  T— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
commander  of  the  company  is  the  best  judge  of 
wna',  they  want  in  their  armory.  From  tho'gen- 
tlemaii's  own  confession  that  $150  were  left  over 
from  last  year,  I  think  their  claim  is  just,  ad  Hie 
Committee  on  Aimories  think  it  shoiil  1  le  sj  ent 
tin's  year  for  tint  purpose.  I  believe  in  taking  the 
judgment  of  the  committee.  It  is  a  very  small  ap- 
propriition  to  make  for  the  company. 

Wr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  what  the 
committee  of  this  year  thought  it  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  butmyexperi-i.ee  u  ith  miliiia  conipa- 
nies  has  been  thai'  they  tlvt.k  eve.  vtliiug  is  neces- 
sary that  will  bcatit:fy  their  rooirts.  I  do  i  ot 
know  but  that  it  is  all  very  well,  so  far  as  the 
cost:  but  when  yon  fit  up  an  armory  you  do  ■ 
one  thing,  and  when  von  dec  orate  a  hall* for  dene-  ' 
ing  you  do  something  else.  The  mili.ia  laws  cf 
Massachusetts  have  been  changed,  so  that  ar- 
mories shall  be  used  for  no  other  purpose, 
and  that,  in  my  judgment,  has  been  the 
thing  least  thought  of  in  fitting  up  armories. 
At  least  that  is  my  experience.  This  tuil-i- 
ing,  when  they  moved  into  it,  was  new  from  top 
to  bottom;  the  landlord  fitted  it  ur>  in  pe  feet 
shape.  I  have  been  trying  to  find  from  the  tiles 
of  last  year  what  the  appropriation  for  it  was,  but 
have  not  been  able  to.  There  was  a  con  iderable 
amount  left  fiom  the  appropriation  to  put  in  sub- 
stantial seats,  good  enough  to  he  u- ed  in  anv 
armory.  I  do  not  brieve  in  putting  in  seats  with 
sheathed  backs  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  an 
armory.  If  it  is  necessary  to  do  that  I  will  with- 
draw all  objection. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  44.  nays  21,  as  f  al-  | 
lows : 

Yeas— Messrs.     Abbott,     Adams,     Eeal,    Bent, 
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Butler,  Cawlev,  Collins,  <"ho\vlov,  Cudworih, 
Cushman,  Dacev,  Dav,  Denny,  frlatlcy,  Flvnn, 
Gohlthwait,  Cordon,'  Hicks,  '  .T.-i  nings,  Kent, 
Leach,  Long,  Mel 'arty,  Molov,  Mooney,  Noyes, 
l'ea-e,  Pray,  Shau  .  Sihiov,  Svve'.at,  Thach'"-, ,  Trait  , 
Walbridgo.  AVarren,  West,  Westor.,  Whiston, 
Woodward— 44.     ■      ■ 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Crocker,  Beat-, 
Fuller,  Hine,  Hunnev.ell,  lumbal!,  Lorinr,  Minot. 
Page,  Beabodv,  Perkins.  Bowers.  I  tit  nam',  Bus:  oil. 
Smith,  Sprague,  Swectser,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woods— 
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man  who  la  t  spoke  in  the  op'nion  that  the  Bun-ill 
claim  stands  as  it  did  in  1871,  after  the  General 
Couit  had  interfered  in  a  matter  which  was 
then  pending  before  a  judicial  tribunal, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  was  improper  and 
unconstitutional.  In  1871  it  came  again  after 
it  left  the  General  Court,  and  payment  was 
In  1872  the  order  came  before  tins  Coun- 


cil again  to  pay  him  s.  40,000.  and  a  second  time 
this  Council  refused  to  pay  him.  In  1873,  the 
order  came  again  to  pay  Mr.  Bun  ill  £40,000, 
and  during  that  year  I  find  by  reference  to 
the  journal  that  it  was  left  lying  upon  the 
table.  When  this  order  came,  in  these  years  1872, 
1873,  before  the  Council,  it  was  rcfeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  who  pre  ented  several  re- 
ports, not  simi  ly  a  majority  and  minority,  but,  if 
1  remember  riglnly,  in  one  year  the;  e  were  four  re- 
ports. Only  one  member  of  "the  rommiit'  e  voted  to 
pay  Mr.  Burrill  .940,000.  '1  In'  simple  question  before 
this  Council  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  whether  it 
will  appropriate  $40,000  to  take  the  place  of  $40,- 
000  that  were  formerly  app:  updated  for  a  specific 
object  anil  have  been  otherwise  used.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  whollv  a  new  quest'on — whether 
we  shall  pay  Mr.  Burrill  $40,000  or  any  other 
sum.  At  all  events  the  previous  Councils, 
in  1871  and  1872,  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims  viewed  it  in  a  different  light.  They  have 
viewed  it  thus:  That  the  act  of  "the  Legislature 
did  not  revive  and  give  validitv  to  the  order 
passed  in  1870.  but  left  it  optional  with  the  city 
of  Boston  whether  they  would  pay  anything  to  Mr. 
Burrill— and,  if  anything,  it  should  not  be  in 
excess  of  the-  sum  of  $40,000.  Now,  the 
time  that  has  been  consumed  in  previous 
y  ars  in  discussing  ;hi<  question  in  this  Council  is 
known  perfectly  well  to  all  the  members  who  have 
served  prior  to  this,  and  perhaps  to  many 
who  now  sit  here  for  the  first  .time.  With- 
out going  into  1he  merits  of  the  cafe,  I  would 
Ike  to  state  what  I  know,  from  informa- 
tion obtained  outside,  to  be  the  position  of 
the  question  at  the  pi  esent  time.  Mr.  Bur- 
rill has  taken  legal  advice,  I  presume,  and  I  have 
seen  letters  signed  by  two  different  attorneys  of 
high  standing  in  ihts'eity,  each  of  whom,  over  his 
own  signature,  stated,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect, 
that  Mr.  Burrill  had  a  valid  claim  against 
the  city  for  $40,000,  and  that  he  had  noth-  . 
irg  to  do  but  bring  Ms  suit.  If  that  be 
so,  and  the  city  of  Boston,  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  a  previous  Council,  is  obliged  to 
pay  him  $40,000,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  best  thing 
that  we  can  do  is  to  recommend  Mr.  Burrill  to 
commence  his  suit  at  once,  and  if  the  city  cf  Bos- 
ton owes  him  $4o.ooolct  him  get  bis  judgment  and 
the  c'ty  will  pay  it.  That  will  dispose  of  this 
question  effectually,  and  this  and  all  other 
Councils  will  be"  relieved  from  it.  Further 
than  this,  Mr.  Burrill  has  stated  to  one  gentle- 
man of  this  hof'y  that  he  will  not  take  $30, 990;  to 
another,  if  I  remember  correctly,  that  he  will 
not  take  one  cent  less  than  $40,000. '  There  may  be 
some  gentlemen  heie— and  doubtless  there  are— 
who  ate  willing  to  pay  Mr.  Burrill  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  but  are  not  prepared  to  pay  him  $40,000. 
The  question  to  which  we  are  limited  is,  whether 
we  are  willing  to  pay  him  ijUO.ODO;  in  other  words, 
without  investigating  the  matter  at  all, we  have  to 
blinoly  follow  previous  Councils  and  vote  to  pay 
him  $40,000,  because  in  no  other  way  can  we  settle 
it;  we  cannot  investigate  the  matter  ourselves 
and  deteimine  whether  or  not  that  is  a,  proper 
sum.  We  are  to  put  ourselves  upon  record,  ap- 
parently, that  $40,000  is  a  proper  sum  to  pay  Mr. 
Burrill.  Tins  $40,000  was  not  the  original  sum;  no 
one   seems   to   have   ever   statal.so   far   as  I  can 


•t  arid  coniput- 
■asons  it  seems 
itter    not    pa.ss 


agree  Upon  any  sum;  but  that  we  should 
do  one  of  two  things;  either  refer  this  order  of 
Mr.   Burrill 's  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,— al- 
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though  I,  being  a  member  of  that  committee,  do 
not  care  much  to  tee  it  there— to  see  if  they  can 
ague  with  Mr.  Buirill  uj  on  aDy  sum  of  noiey 
which  thev  can  recommend  tlii.--  body  to  pass; 
or  1o  let  him  bring  his  action  before  the  courts. 
If  he  lecovers  his  mom  y,  that  ends  it ;  and  if  he 
does  not,  he  may  be  iu  a  condition,  everything 
el-e  having  failed,  to  come  to  this  Council,  who 
will  be  able  to  settle  with  him  for  some  sum  less 
than  $40,0:10. 

Mr.  Train  of  "Ward  13— I  stated  that  I -did  net 
advocate  the  payment  of  $40,000.  I  merely  asked 
a  vote  of  this  Council  either  to  pay  him  that  or 
nothing. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  did  not  mean  to  state 
that  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  that  he 
was  willing  to  pay  $40,000;  I  only  took  exception 
to  his  statement  that  the  matter  is  ju-t  where  it 
stood  when  it  left  the  General  Court,  after  it  had 
been  before  the  <  ouneil  thiee  times  .-ince  then, 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10—  This  subject  has  been 
before  the  City  Government  and  the  public 
for  so  long  a  period  that  I  suppose  every 
member  is  tolerably  familiar  with  it,  and' 
theiefoie  I  hesirate  to  say  anything  upon  it 
at  this  time.  However,  I  desire  to' say  one  word— 
and  I  shall  be  brief — in  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  influence  me  in  giving  the  vote  which  I  ex- 
pect to  give  upon  this  question.  When  I  first  came 
into  the  City  Council,  from  what  little  I  knew 
Iliad  rather  a  feeling  of  prejudice  again;  t  it.  I 
had  the  impression— and  perhaps  it  was  but  an  , 
impression— that  there  was  something  wrong  in  it, 
and,  therefore,  it  ought  i  ot  to  receive  the  counte- 
nance and  favor  of  the  City  Government.  It 
e  ilv  became  my  duty,  last  year,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  look  into  it, 
and  I  investigated  it  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  thoroughness.  The  result  was  that  I  became 
convinced  that  this  claimant  had  rendered  im- 
portant and  valuable  services  to  the  city.  Be- 
lieving, ps  I  do,  that  whenever  an  individual 
renoer.-  valual  ie  services  to  the  city,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  city  to  pay  a  full  equivalent  for  those 
services,  I  became  convinced  that  the  city 
should  pay  a  full  equivalent  for  the  services 
of  this  claimant.  And  I  believe  a  majority 
of  the  City  Government  think  the  same 
thing.'  AVhat  those  services  are  worth  is 
a  question  which  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into.  Discussion  upon  this  question,  once  , 
begun,  is  never  ended.  A  past  .  City  Gov- 
ernment, in  1869,  investigated  this  Ques- 
tion; they  had  ten  hearings;  the  report  of  the 
evidence 'tills  a  document  of  three  hundred  pages. 
The  result  of  that  investigation  was  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unable,  to  agree  upon  an  amount, 
but  they  did  agree  that  Mr.  Burrill  had  ten- 
dered the  city  service  for  which  he  was 
entitled  to  some  compensation.  Nothing  was 
done  by  the  City  Government  upon  those  re- 
ports, but  as  a  result  of  the  investigation  the 
next  City  Government  passed  this  order  to 
pay  him  §40,000.  It  was  done  as  a  com- 
promise. That  order  was  not  carried  into 
effect  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  given. 
Those  reasons  r.o  longer  exist.  That  being  the 
case,  and  feeling  as  I  do,  I  believe  it 
is  our  duty  to  carry  that  vote  into  ef- 
fect. The  gentleman  says  the  governments  of 
1871  and  1872  refused  to  carry  this  order 
into  effect.  I  think  he  labors  under  a  mistake. 
The  order  simply  failed  of  a  two-thirds  vote— a 
majority  did  not  vote  again.- 1  it,  and  if  1  recollect 
rightly,'  a  majority  voted  in  favor  of  it.  Last 
year  no  vote  was  taken  upon  the  order, 
and  it  lay  upon  the  table  untd  the  expi- 
ration of  the  municipal  year,  'i  here  is  good 
legal  authority,  for  believing  that  Mr.  Bur- 
rill can  sue  the  city  and  recover  $40,000.  The 
gentleman  f  om  Ward  6  says  let  him  sue.  I  , 
believe  that  is  not  an  honorable  position  for  the 
city  to  take.  When  a  man  has  rendered  honora- 
ble service,  and  waited  ten  long  years  for  his  pay, 
and  we  say  we  owe  you  this  'money  and  you 
can  sue  for  it— I  do  not  think  it  is  an  honorable 
position.  The  position  of  the  city  is  something 
like  this:  A  person  agrees  to  pay  $40.ooo,  for 
instance;  he  goes  to  the  bank  and  finds  it  closed; 
he  goes  there  the  next  day  and  finds  that 
it  is  a  holiday  and  he  canrot  get  money 
on  that  day;  the"  third  day  he  can  get  the  money— 
the  bank  is  oueu ;  but  his  creditor  coolly  turns 
round  and  says,  "I  shall  not  pay  you  this  money; 
I  could  not  pay  you  on  two  previous  davs,  and 
now  I  will  not  pay  you.  That  would  not 
seem     to     be     an     honorable      position.       We 


could  not  pay  this  money  in  1870,  because  of  the 
injunction.  That  has  been  removed;  the  doors 
are  open,  and  there  is  no  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  our  paying  it  now ;  and  to  refuse  to  do  it  is 
to  take  the  position  of  the  man  I  referred 
to.  We  have  held  this  position  for  the  last 
ten  years.  That  looks  like  repudiation,  as 
a  majority  of  the  Citv  Government  think  he 
rend  red  services  worth  something.  For  us  to  re- 
fuse to  pay  looks  like  repudiation.  Furthermore, 
after  having  passed  a  vote  to  pay  him  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  to  refuse  four  years  afterward  to 
pay  it  looks  more  like  repudiation.  Whether  this 
ehiimant  can  force  the  city  to  pay  this  sum  of 
$40,000  or  not,  I  think  the  good  faith  of  the 
city,  the  public  faith,  requires  us  to  do  it,  and 
in  the  name  of  that  public  faith,  to  which  the 
City  Government  of  Boston  so  strictly  adheres,  I 
urge  that  this  luns-:  tanding  claim  be  settled  with- 
out further  delay  and  the  vote  of  this  Govern- 
ment, passed  fcmi  years  ago.  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Kimball  if  Ward  6— There  was  one  matter 
which  I  omitted  to  mention  to  the  Council 
before.  The  vote  of  1870  was  -  illegal,  and  an 
injunction  was  obtained  from  the  Supreme 
Court  because  it  was  illegal.  The  General  Court 
passed  an  act  undertaking  to  do  something ;  with- 
out discussing  or  determining  the  question ; 
whether  they  did  or  did  not  do  anything,  I  would 
like  to  state  that  the  injunction  obtained  by  the 
citizen-  was  dismissed  under  a  mistake  of  the 
citizens'  counsel;  they  intended  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  act  of  the  Legislature  was 
constitutional ;  but  their  counsel,  with  consulta- 
tion with  them,  thought  there  was  nothing  more 
to  do,  and  the  injunction  was  dismissed  by  his 
consent.  I  believe  there  will  be  a  suit  upon  this 
Bun  ill  claim  before  it  is  settled,  and  while  I  do 
i  ot  believe  in  withholding  money  from  people  to 
whom  it  is  legally  due,  in  order  that  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  may  not  be  compelled  to  bring  an 
injunction  to  prevent  its  payment.  I  do  think  that 
in  a  case  like  this,  we  ought  not  to  pass  such  a 
vote  and  still  coinpil  the  requisite  number  of  citi- 
zents  to  apply  again  to  the  court  to. determine 
whetheroui  action  was  legal  or  not.  I  believe,  from 
what  I  have  heard,  that  that  course  will  be  taken 
and  that  the  question  will  be  settled  eventually  by 
tbe  courts,  whether  this  sum  shall  be  paid  or  not, 
because  there  are  a  great  many  in  this  communi- 
ty who  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
and  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  owes  Mr.  Bur- 
rill not  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentlemen  states 
that  an  injunction  was  obtained  in  1870  because 
this  claim  was  ill  gal.  I  beg  leave  to  differ  from 
the  gentleman  in  regard  to  that  statement. 
The  question  of  legality  never  was  settled. 
It  was  merely  a  temporary' injunction,  and  I  can 
obtain  one  to  restrain  my  lriend  from  Ward  6 
fiora  doing  anything  unt'il  the  question  can  be 
tl  Tided  whethei  he  can  do  it.  The  State  legalized 
the  payment  of  this  amount  and  the  injunction 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16—1  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  Mr.  Burrill  would  accept  this  sum  if  it  is 
appropriate  :  and  would  make  no  further  claim. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Mr.  Burrill  will  be  ob- 
liged to  accept  this  sum  befoie  he  gets  his  money. 
The  gentleman  wiil  notice  by  the  wording  of  the 
order  that  Mr.  Burrill  is  obliged  to  give  the  city  a 
n lease  in  full  on  this  amount  being  paid,  Which 
will  bar  him  from  setting  up  any  further  claim 
against  the  <  itv. 

Mr.  Flatley  o*  Ward  4  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Lost. 

The  order  was  pa-fed  to  a  second  reading  by  a 
rising  vote— 35  for,  24  against;  it  was  react  a  sec- 
ond time,  put  up  on  its  passage  and  lost  for  want 
of  a  two-thirds  vote— yea-  20,  nays  41,   as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  Beal,"  Brackett,  Burditt,  Brown, 
Collins,  Day,  Flynn,  Harrington.  ,h  nnings,  Long, 
Boring.  Martin.' Minor,  Molev,  Mooncv,  Perkins, 
lowers.  Pray.  Shaw.  Sibley."  Sweat,  West.  Wes- 
ton. N.S.Wilbur,  Woods,  Woodward— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barry,  Bent, 
Bleihr,  Boaiiiman.  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Crowb  y,  Cudworth,  Cushnian,  Dacey, 
Denny,  Flatley,  Fuller,  Gohltbwait,  Gordon, 
Hicks",  Hine,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Met  arty, 
Noves,  l'age,  Peabodv,  Pease,  Putnam,  Kussell, 
Smith,  Spraguo.  Sweet- er,  Timelier,  Train.  Wal- 
biidge,  Wail  en,  Whi.-ton,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Willcutt 
—41. 

srs.  Barnes.  Bearee, 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


THE  TAKING  OF  GRAVEL    FROM    BOSTON   HARBOR. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  > 
Boston,  April  30, 1874.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  VII y  Conneil  uf  the  City  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen— I  traii.-niit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Board  of  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners covering  a  letter  from  General  George 
Thorn,  in  relation  to  taking  gravel  from  Long 
Island  in  Boston  Harbor.  As  General  Thorn  states 
that  steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  nut  a  stop  to 
the  serious  injury  that  is  being  done  to  the 
harbor  on  account  of  this  removal  of  gravel,  I 
would, respectfully  recommend  that  the  matter  re- 
ceive your  early  attention. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Harbor  Commissioner's  Offjoe,  ) 

Boston,  April  30,  18T4.     ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mm/or  of  Boston:  Deal- 
Sir— At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners, held  yesterday  forenoon,  it  was  voted 
"that  the  chairman  be  instructed  to  communicate 
to  the  Mayor  of  Bo  ton  a  letter  from  General 
Thom  in  relation  to  taking  gravel  from  Long  Isl- 
and," of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Hon.  JosiaJi  Quincy,  Chairman  Board  of  Harbor 
Commissioners,  Boston,  Muss.:  Dear  Sir— In  an 
examination  made  a  few  days  ago  of  the  low  neck 
of  land  which  connects  the  South  Head  with  the 
main  portion  of  Long  Island,  in  Boston  Harbor,  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  general  condition 
of  the  low  land,  when  overflowed  in  October 
last,  had  not  essentially  changed  from  that 
represented  in  my  report  published  in  your 
last;  annual  report.  But,  bad  as  its  general  condi- 
tion is,  it  must  continue  to  grow  worse  very  rapid- 
ly, unless  some  steps  be  taken  at  once  by  the 
proper  authorities  to  prevent  tae  removal,  now 
being  extensively  carried  on,  of  the  gravel  and 
sand  from  its  shores.  It  has  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge officially  that  during  the  past  week  the  fol- 
lowing-named vessids  have  been  engaged  in  this 
pernicious  business:  On  the  '21st  of  April  the  sloop 
Adonanle  was  seen  on  the  beach  of  the  northern 
shore  loading  with  sand  and  gravel;  on  the  22d 
another  sloop  (name  not  stated)  was  seen  there 
similarly  engaged;  on  the  23d  a  very  large 
steam  scow  "(named  Alpine)  was  seen  beached 
there,  and  similarly  employed ;  and  on  the 
24th  a  sloop  was  seen  beached  there  simi- 
larly employed,  which  was  stated  by  oi.e 
of  the  crew  to  be  named  Industiy,  and  to  be 
employed  in  carrying  sand  and  gravel  for  laying 
paving  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I  am  al  o  informed 
that  on  the  22d  of  April  two  sloops  were  seen  on 
the  southern  points  of  Spectacle  fi 
in  excavating  and  loading  with  san 
from  that  place.  Your  attention  i 
asked  to  this  matter  with  the  Ik 
steps  may  be  taken  at  once  to  pui 
very  serious  injury  that  is  being  d< 
the   harbor   of  Boston.    Very  respi 

CtC,  GrEO&GU     I' 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  moved  that  the  communi- 
cation be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Har- 
bor. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  heartily  concur  with  the 
proposition  made  by  my  colleague  on  that  com- 
mittee. In  order  that  the  matter  at,  this  particu- 
lar juncture  may  not  be  misunderstood,  and  that 
the  public  may  understand  what  the  Committee 
on  the  Harbor  are  doing,  I  desire  to  state  that 
they  have  already  visited  the  island  aim  have 
laid  out  a  course  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  steal- 
ing of  gravel  from  Long  Island.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  state  what  that  is,  but  that  thN  matter 
may  not  go  before  the  public  w  ithout  explanation 
1  desire  to  state  that  the  committee's' attention 
has  been  called  to  it,  and  they  pio(,o-o  to  pur-no 
and  follow  the  parties  who  have  b(  en  commit,  ng 
these  depredations.  I  stale  this  that  the  public, 
may  not  understand  that  [he  City  Government  i- 
not  attending  to  its  duties  in  the  protection  of 
Boston  Harbor. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Harbor. 


Igage, 


Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12-1  rise 
sonal  explanation.  It  was  slated 
ing  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  by 
the  Committee  on  Water,  that  pa 
only    prevented    him    from   statir 


nority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Water  was 
not  based  upon  fact.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  mat- 
ter is  getting  ilespei  ate  when  the  truth  is  denied.  It 
is  fortunate  that  the  Alderman  acted  under  the 
restrictions  of  parliamentary  rule,  otherwise  he 
might  have  made  a  false  statement.  I  can  only 
state  that  every  word  of  that  minority  report  is 
true,  and  I  shall  not  letract  from  it  in  the  least.  I 
shall  stand  by  the  truth  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult.      ^ 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  the  Charles- 
town  Infant  School  and  Children's  Home  Associa- 
tion,for  aid.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Communication 
from  the  South  Evangelical  Society  of  West  Rox- 
bury,  offering  to  relinquish  to  the  city  all  their 
riglit  to  the  clock  on  their  church.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
Ilollora  ',    for  abatement    of     sewer    assessment. 


REPORTS   AND  ORDERS   FROM   COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  an 
order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  employing  a 
permanent  architect  by  the  city— Report  that  tbev 
deem  the  employment  of  a  permanent  aichitccf 
by  rhe  city  inexpedient,  but  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  to  employ  permanent  draughtsmen  to  per- 
form     the      work      for      which      architects      are 


lat  is  now  paid  to  arch 
ifications.  The  expondi 
-aiions  for  city  building 
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particular  building.  I  do  not  propose  to  press  this 
order,  wishing  gentlemen  to  satisfy  themselves. 
The  committee  feel  very  strongly  that  It  will  save 
the  city  from  $3000  to  $10,000  a  year.  I.  hope 
members  will  look  into  the  subject,  and  I  .think 
they  will  hud  that  it  is  a  measure  looking  to  the 
city's  interest. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  seems  that  this  order 
authorizes  the  committee  to  employ  draughts- 
men.' I  suppose  they  have  that  authority  now  ;  it 
does  npt  necessarily  require  their  appointment 
permanently.  I  should  prefer  very  much  that 
this  order  should  contemplate  the  employment  of 
a  permanent  architect.  The  very  suggestion, 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  in,  that  all  our 
public  buildings  are  much  alike,  and  draughts- 
mpn,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, can  do  everything  that  is  necessary — 
that  statement  is  the  strongest  reason  why 
some  different  system  in  the  erection  of  our  pub- 
lic buildings  should  be  had".  I  was  very  much 
struck,  when  the  committee  were  in  Washington 
in  regard  to  the  Post-Office  matter,  during  a 
call  upon  Mr.  Mullett,  the  Supervising  Archi- 
tect of  the  Government,  to  find  that  he  was  , 
seriously  complaining  because  the  Committee 
on  l'ublie.  JUiildings  had  passed  a  vote  cutting 
his  salary  down  from  $4000  to  $3000.  That  was 
rhe  Supervising  Architect,  with  the  magnificent 
plans  of  the  post  offices,  custom  houses  and  other 
Government  buildings  in  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  who  had  been  receiving  a  salary 
of  $4000,  and  was  complaining  because  they 
voted  to  cut  him  down  ;  and  yet  we  are  paying 
$15,000  a  year  for  the  services  of  architects.  Now, 
if  the  committee  propose  to  do  something  which 
they  think  will  be  economy  for  the  city,  they 
should  strike  boldly  and  have  a  city  architect, 
who  would  become' acquainted  with  what  the  city 
needs.  If  it  is  a  schoolhouse,  he  knows  thorough- 
ly how  such  a  building  ought  to  be  constructed, 
and  he  can  improve  them  as  he  becomes  more  and 
more  familiar  with  the  public  wants  in  that  re- 
gard. He  can  improve  them  moie  than  can  archi- 
tects merely  called  now  and  then  to  pass  upon  a 
particular  schoolhouse.  Certainly  the  doctrine  of 
economy,  so  far  as  draughtsmen  are  concerned, 
applies  with  as  great,  if  not  greater,  force  to  the 
employment  of  an  architect,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
suggestion  of  my  colleague  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
draughtsmen  having  to  work  under  the  super- 
vision of  an  architect. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  order 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  burditt  of  Ward  10— I  hope  that  action  will 
not  be  taken  tonight,  for  it  is  a  measure  which 
looks  like  an  attempt  to  cause  delay.  While  I 
have  no  desire  to  press  this  matter,  preferring 
that  it  may  take  the  regular  course,  that  members 
may  satisfy  themselves  whether  or  not  it  is  cor- 
rect, I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  delayed,  as  the  season 
is  getting  very  late,  and  it  might  help  us  some 
this  year. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  order  will  lie 
upon  the  table,  that  some  amendment  may  be  pro- 
posed looking  to  further  reform  in  this  direction. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table  by  arising  vote— 
28  for,  14  against. 

By  Mr.  Burditt,  for  the  same  committee — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  altera- 
tions in  the  City  Hall  Building,  Chailestown,  to 
accommodate  a  branch  of  the  Public  Libraiv,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  fifteen  bundled  dollars';  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Ordered  to  a  .  eeond  reading. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  for  the  committee  on 
conference  on  the  matter  of  difference  between 
the  two  branches  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets— Report  thit  they  have 
met  and  conferred  with  a  committee  of  the  other 
branch  and  have  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  fixed  at 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
in  full  compensation  for  all  his  services. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  perhaps  that  it  is 
proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  pari  of  this  branch  met  a  like  com- 
mittee from  the  other  branch,  and  after  a  free  and 
friendly  and  proper  interchange  of  views,  with 
the  utmost  good  feeling  and  harmony  of 
expression,  especially  from  the  other  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  of  having  in  view  the 
best  interests  of  the  city,  have  concluded  to 
recommend  the  sum   of  $3800,  named    in    the  re- 


port. I  desire  to  say  that  the  rominitt.ee  of  this 
branch,  while  holding  f ast  to  the  belief  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  was  fully  entitled  to 
the  sum  which  has  been  indicated  here  as 
his  proper  pay,  were  nevertheless  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  precisely 
the  same  right  to  indicate  their  opinion  as  we 
had,  and  that  it  was  better,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  in  order  to  prevent,  any  ill-feeling 
between'the  two  branches,  to  give  .the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  that  which  seemed  to  be  his 
due,  his  meed  of  praise.  After  examining  the 
matter  in  all  its  details  and  particulars,  they  came 
to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  he  was  fully  en- 
titled to  the  largest  sum  which  had  been  named, 
but  thought  it  better,perhaps,  at  the  present  time 
that  a  compromise  should  be  made,  and  without  a 
word  of  dissension  it  was  unanimously  voted  to 
make  the  report  which  I  have  hail  the  honor  to 
submit.  lean  only  add  that  I  should  hope  that 
that  report  will  be  accepted  without  dissent,  be- 
lieving, as  I  do,  that  that  will  be  the  result  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  have  no  right  to  state  that 
as  a  fact,  but  I  have  the  right  to  state  it  as  my 
belief,  under  all  ttie  circumstances  as  fully  stated  ■ 
by  the  committee  on  the  pait  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  that  they  believed  that  that  would  be 
the  result  there. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  certainly  hope  that  this 
report  will  not  be  accepted.  It  seems  to  me  very 
unwise  to  further  disturb  the  whole  matter  of 
salaries  for  so  small  a  matter  as  this.  This  matter 
of  salaries  is  the  cause  of  much  disturbance  in 
the  City  Government,  and  while  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  gentleman  whose  salary  is  proposed 
to  be  raised  this  small  amount,  and  while  if,  in 
voting,  I  were  at  all  actuated  by  my  personal 
predilections  and  desires,  I  certainly  should,  as 
in  times  past,  vote  him  the  larger  sum ; 
and  while,  if  1  were  going  to  make  any  alteration 
at  all,  I  should  prefer  the  larger  sum,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  to  pass  over  the  entire  matter  of  salaries 
and  come  back  here  and  raise  one  superintendent, 
one  head  of  a  department,  out  of  many— when 
others  have  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  the  City 
Council  altogether — the  small  sum  of  $200,  it  is 
unwise,  and  I  really  hope  the  report  will  not  be 
accepted. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn.    Lost. 

by  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  l-iuildings— Reports 
recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying  or- 
ders, authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to  0.  H. 
&  L.  S.  Richardson  and  C.  S.  Rogers  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  according  to  applications  filed 
by  said  petitioners  in  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  The  erders 
were  severally  passed. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  CROSS  STREET. 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Comm.ssion- 
ers  «e  requested  to  procure  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  estimates  of  the  expense  of  widening 
Cross  street,  from  Haymarket  square  to  Com- 
mercial street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

SALARIES. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  establishing   the  salary 
of  the  draw  tenders  of  the  North  Harvard-street, 
Cambridee-strcet  and  Western-avenue  bridges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THANKS  TO   HON.  CARL  SCHURZ. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the   City  Council 
be      presented   to  Honorable     Carl    Schurz    for 
his  able  and  eloquent  oration  on  the  life  and  char- 
acter of    Charles    Sumner,  delivered    before    the 


Read  twice  and  passed. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  CHARLES  RIVER. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  facilities  for  ob- 
taining from  Charles  River  a  supply  of  water  for 
the  city  of  Boston  amounting  to  10,0110,000  gallons 
per  day  for  ten  years  until  ixs4,  taken  from  the 
river  at  Newton  Upper  Falls;  20,000,000  gallons 
for  ten  years,  from  1S84  to  1894,  and  30,000,000 
gallons  from  1K!>4  to  looi,  taken  from  the  river 
at   South   Natick;   40,000,000   gallons    from     1904 
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to  1914,  anil  r,O,OI«),0li:i  nilloi.s  from  1014  to  1924, 
taken  from  the  river  at  some  higher  point, 
and  to  maki'  an  estimate  of  the  cost.,  such  as  will 
enable  the  City  Council  to  compare  it  with  that  of 
the  plan  for  a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody,  to  the 
Committee  on  Water. 

PROPOSED     INSPECTION    OF    WATER    WORKS.   ETC. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following ; 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
visit  Natick,  Framingham  and  Farm  Pond  on 
Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Lake  Co- 
chituate  and  the  conduit,  and  also  the  flume  in 
connection  with  Beaver  Brook. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  what  is  contemplat- 
ed by  the  order  when  it  refers  to  an  examination 
of  the  conduit. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—  The  object  is  to  exam- 
ine the  conduit  as  we  pass,  along  the  railroad, 
stopping  at  Natick  and  seeing  where  it  branches 
off  and  runs  up  to  the  lakes,  and  see  the  flume 
where  it  connects  with  Farm  Pond,  and  thereby 
get  a  good  practical  idea  of  the  whole  matter.. 


Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— The  reason  I  a  ked 
was  because  I  thought  it  inis,ht  covi'emplate  shut- 
ting off  the  water.  The  water  in  Lake  Cochituate 
is  low,  and.  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
supply. 

Mr.  Tease  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  object  row,  and 
never  have  objected,  to  members'  of  the  City 
(government  getting  all  the  iefoimation  they  can, 
but  it  strikes  me  that  the  order  is  untimely,  be- 
cause it  is  Pearly  time  for  the  City  Government  to 
make  their  annual  visit  to  and  inspection  of  the 
waterworks.  Before  that  order  is  passed,  there 
ought  to  be  a  i-onsull ation  with  the  'Water  Board. 
•Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— My  object  was  for  the 
purpose  of  having  time  to  investigate  th<'  subject 
before  the  joint  meeting,  for  members,  can  then 
have  ideas  of  their  own  and  will  not  be  required 
to  form  an  opinion  without  any  knowledge. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Inasmuch-  as  ihere  was 
considerable  opposition  made  to  an  informal 
meeting,  the  Committee  on  Water  have  decided 
that  there  will  not  be  one. 

Mr.  Warren — Then  I  will  withdraw  the  order. 

The  President— If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
order  is  Withdrawn'. 

On  motion  of  Mr;  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Council' 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    4,    1874. 


The  regulai  weekly  meeting  of  (lie  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  'four  o'clock  P.  ML,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May 
term  of  the  United  Spates  Circuit  Court,  and 
forty  traverse  jurors  (second  regular  draft) 
for  the  second  session  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
the  April  term,  and  fifty  traverse  jurors  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

"Weighers    of  Coal— Dennis  O'Leary  and   John 

Sanborn  (Chailestowu),  and  James 'C.  Whit.iev 
and  Frederic  H.  Lewis  (city  proper). 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— Frederic  H. 
Lewis. 

"Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Bundle  Hay— James 
H.  Small. 

Special  Police  —  George  Fowler,  Stoughton- 
street  burying  ground;  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  in 
connection  witn  duties  in  Paving  Department; 
William  H.  Matthews,  Bacon's  Hall  and  its  vicin- 
ity, Roxbury;  George  G.  Dunbrack,  Branch 
Chapel  and  its  vicinity,  Roxbury ;  F.  F.  Bibber,  P 
street  and  its  viciuitv;  John  H.'  llenshaw,  Jere- 
mian  Mains,  P.  YV.  Sawtell,  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir; Charles  Chittenden,  Joseph  K.  Low,  Stephen 
^Nelson,  John  Kenny,  James  Campbell,  James 
Reid,  Boston  Gas  Light  Company;  George  Att- 
wood,  "West  street  and  Washington  street;  George 
S.  Eastman,  Pleasant  street  "and  its  vicinity; 
Rufus  K.  Symme  ,  Faneuil  Hall  Market ;  William 
Willey,  Joseph  Saunders,  Foster's  wharf  and  its 
vicinity. 

DONATION  TO  THE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  City  Hospital : 

Executive  Department,  Citv  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  May  4, 1874.     ( 
To  the  Sonorable  the  Gity  Council  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  ccm- 


muMeatipn  from 
sum  of  one  thousand 
is  to  be  expended  se 
of  books  and  paniphk 
in  the  City  Hospital 
that  a  suitable  ackm 
generous  and  appro} 
ccpted  upon  the  con 
factor. 


sing  tie- 
dollars,  the  interest  of  which 
mi-annually  in  the  purchase 
its  for  the  use  of  the  patient* 
.  I  respectfully  recommend 
wledgment  he'  made  of  this 
a'iate  gif t,  and  that  it  be  ac- 
litions  named  by  the  bene- 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
Boston,  May  2, 1874. 
To  the  honorable  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mm/or  of  the 

City  of  Boston  :  Sir— From  the  association  of  my 
brother's  name  at  the  inception,  and  from  my  in- 
terest  in  the  growing  usefulm  ss  and  importance 
of  the  City  Hospital,  1  am  indieed  to  add  ray  mite 
to  the  former  contributions  ror  the  comfort  and 
alleviation  of  the  ui  foil-mate--  who  may  lind 
themselves,  Eroni  aeces  ity,  pal  n,  within  its 
walls.  It  has  been  -uggesto.i  'o  me.  Mi  at  a  small 
annual  sum,  to  replenish  the  library 
pital  with  bonks  and  pamphlet",  sui 
reading  of  the  patients,  during  ci 
was  much  needed,  [therefore  akt 
inclose  you  my  check  for  one  thousai 
that  purpose,  upon  the  condition  tha 
tain  the  principle  sum,  and  semi- 
over  the  interest  at 
annum  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
pital.  or  such  other  party  as  the  Mayor  for  the 
time  b.ing  may  direct,  to  be  expended  as  above 
indicated.  "With  great  regard,  I  am  yours  very 
truly,  George  Goodnow. 
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PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Messenger  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  at  191  Portland  street. 

Edwin  Ball,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building 
at  576  Albany  street. 

Leonard  Pickering,  for  leave  to  enlarge  wooden 
building  on  Central  square  (Ward  1). 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  port  of  the 
Board.  A.  S.  Brown  et  al..  for  removal  of  the  elm 
tree  near  the  police  station  in  Ward  17,  said  tree 
having  been  mutilated  and  become  unsightly,  and 
causing  dampness  to  said  station. 

To  tlie  Com  in  iftee  on.  Cla  ims.  Isaac  Lorey,  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  sustained  in  Cambridge 
street,  March  4th,  by  collision  of  his  team  with  a 
hose  carriage. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Sewers.  John  Halloran, 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  his  estate, 
11-10  Shawinut  avenue,  or  collection  thereof  de- 
ferred until  he  enters  his  drain  into  said  sewer. 

A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Prescott 
street,  Roxbury. 

Albert  P.  Putney  et  al.,  for  a  thorough  system 
of  sewerage  for  Atherton,  Arcadia,  School  and 
other  streets  in  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on'  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  T.  W.  Turtle,  for  leave  to  excavate  his 
cellar  at  corner  of  Beach  and  Edinboro'  streets, 
2«  feet  below  9V2  grade. 

Patrick  Hassett,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  2  Cottage  street. 

J.  D.  Braman,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Eliza  M.  Bowe,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Laurel  street. 

J.  F.  Tucker  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed extension  of  Jewish  burial  ground  at  East 
Boston. 

Michael  Creed,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  West  Ninth  street,  rear 
of  No.  194. 

Albert  Rogers,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Gardner  street,  Ward  19. 

Fannie  E.  Bragg,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  White  street.  No.  106. 

Benjamin  L.  Sumner,  for  leave  to  occupy  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Boston  street,  near 
Hamlet  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paring.  Francis  Donnelly, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Union  street, 
Brighton . 

Isaac  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Kilby  street  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Jeremiah  Sheehan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Cabot  street. 

J.  H.  Dunbar  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
sidewalks  laid  on  Dorr  street. 

Reed,  Bros.  &  Sawin,  that  surface  water  be 
drained  from  Dorrancc  street,  Charlestown. 

Thomas  B.  Wales  et  al.,  that  the  Sidewalk  on 
Brimmer  street, between  Chestnut  and  Beacon 
streets,  be  widened  and  levelled. 

A.  D.  Williams,  that  edgestones  be  set  and  gut- 
ters  paved  on  Walnut  avenue,  near    his    premises. 

W.  V.  Hutchings  et  al..  for  crosswalks  on  Wal- 
nut avenue  and  Oriole  street. 

Elizabeth  Coy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  2a9  Bennington  street. 

().  T.  Taylor,  for  leave  to  place  a  marble  slab  in 
sidewalk  of  store  370  Broadway. 

Stephen  Smith,  that  the  passageways  leading 
from  Com-ord  square  to  Worcester  street,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Concord  square  and  Worcester  street, 
be  graded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  B, 
Ninth  Infantry,  to  be  provided  with  a  new  armory. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS.  . 

Order  to  allow  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 

to   lay   down   temporary   tracks    on   Washington', 

Slate  and  Devonshire  streets   to  Dock  square,  and 

to  run  ears  over   the   tracks   of  the   Metropolitan 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones ami  lay  sidewalks  on  Eustis  street,  between 
Dearborn  ana  Magazine  streets.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  streets  to  lay  plank 

walks   on    II    street,   between    Fourth    anil   Sixth 
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-Petitions  of  South  Evangelical  Society  of  West 
Roxbury,  and  ef  Infant  School  and  Children's 
Home  Association  of  Citarlestown.  Severally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  on  the  feasi- 
bility of  supplying  to  the  city  certain  quantities 
of'  pure  water  from  Charles  River,  at  different 
points  on  said  river.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Water. 

Message  from  the  Mayor  transmitting  a  letter 
from  United  States  Engineer  Thorn  respecting  the 
illegal  custom  of  removing  ballast  riom  Long 
Island. 

Alderman  Brooks— In  relation  to  that  communi- 
cation I  would  state  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  had  already  taken  this  matter  into  consid- 
eration. They  have  been  down  the  I  liar hor  and 
have  seen  one  of  those  vessels  taking  gravel  from 
the  north  side  of  Long  Island,  as  stated  in  that 
communication.  The  committee  are  now  acting 
in  a  manner  which  they  deem  proper  and  expedi- 
ent in  relation  to  this  same  subject. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
.  mittee  on  the  Harbor. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  furnish  esti- 
mates of  the  expense  of  widening  Cross  street, 
from  HaymaTket  square  to  Commercial  street. 
Referred 'to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  report  on 
salary  for  Superintendent  of  Jvorth  Harvard-street, 
Cambridge-street,  and  Western-avenue  bridges. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  tendering  thanks  ef  the  City  Council  to 
Hon.  Carl  Sehurz  for  his  eulogy  on  Charles  Sum- 
ner.' Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  C.  H.  &  L.  S.  Rich- 
ardson to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Border  street, 
and  to  allow  C.  S.  Rogers  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Washington  street.  Ward  16.  Orders  sever- 
ally pa-ssed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dartmouth  street,  and  the  erec- 
tion thereon  of-  an  engine  house  for  Engine  No. 
22,  at  an  estimated' cost,  for  land  and  building,  of 
340,000 ;  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of -land 
near  Dover  street,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an 
engine  house  for  Engine  Xo.  3,  at  an  estimated 
cost,  for  land  and  building,  of  845,000 ;  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fulton  and  Commercial  streets,  and  the  "erection 
thereon  of  an  engine  house,  at  an  estimated  cost, 
for  land  and  building,  of  S45.000.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Order  authorizing  the  Roxbury  High-School 
Building  to  be  altered  and  enlarged,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $30,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Quincy  street,  Ward  14,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  850,000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  an  addition  to  be  built  to  the 
Public  Library  Uuilding,  the  estimated  cost  there- 
of being  S3O,0O0.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  occupied  by  Company  K,  Ninth  Regiment 
■M.  V.  M.,  in  Third'  street,  and  to  allow  $860  per 
annum  for  rent  of  armory  for  said  company  at  143 
Broadway;  authorizing  not  exceeding  §250  to  be 
expended  in  furnishing  armory  .of  Company  K, 
Ninth  Regiment ;  and  authorizing  not  exceeding 
§500  to  be  expended  m  fitting  up  the  armory  of 
Company  C, First  Battalion  of  Cavalry  M.  V.  JT,at 
the  corner  of  High  and  Pearl  streets,  Charles- 
town.  Severally  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

EEPOBTS  OF  CITY  OFTICEBS. 

rTue  following  reports  of  city  officers,  for  the 
quarter  ending  April  30, 1874,  were  received : 

Overseers  of  the'Poor.  Receipts,  including  cash 
on  hand  at  beginning  of  the  quarter,  552,627  49; 
expenditures,  836,817  11;  paid  to  city  treasury, 
813,777  76;  balance  on  hand,  82032  62.  Among  the 
expenditures  were  811,554  for  groceries,  S9403  99 
for  fuel,  3165  75  for  immediate  relief  of  persons 
having  no  settlement,  and  83,301  01  paid  cities  and 
towns-  and  the  State  for  relief  of  Boston  poor. 
Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Received  for  recording  mortgages, 
etc.,  8T21  35;  licenses  for  billiard  rooms,  $189;  for 
auctioneers'  licenses,  346 ;  for  licenses  for  intelli- 
gence offices,  S3;  from  sale  of  old  ballots  and  pa- 
per, 85  90.  /Total,  8965  25,  all  of  which  has  been 
paid  into  the  city  treasury.    Sent  down. 

City  Registrar.  Received  for  marriage  certifi- 
cates, $506,  which  sum  was  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury.   Sent  down. 


Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market.  Cash 
received  for  rent  of  stalls,  cellars,  etc..  827,092  73, 
which  was  paid  into  the  citv  treasury.  Placed  on 
file. 

Supcrintendev.t  of  City  Scales  vn  HaymaTket 
Square.  Received  for  weighing  merchandise 
from  Feb.  1  to  May  1,  $898  80,  forty  per  cent,  of 
which  less  expenses  (821  67)  has  been  paid  into 
City  Treasury.    Sent  dov  n. 

-EAST  BOSTON  FEBBEEB. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  annual  report 
of  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  on  his 
motion  the  report  was  ordered  printed  ,  and  sent 
down. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury  during 
the  past  vear  was  $219,50.  50.  and  the  expenditures 
$297,383  53.  The  latter  amount  includes  the  sunt 
of  861,000  for  the  new  boat  Winthrop,  which  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  Jefferson,  recently  sold  by 
auction  on  account  of  being  deemed  unsafe.  The 
boat*,  drops,  slips  and  ferry  buildings  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  the  coal  shed  at 
the  north  ferry  and  one  of  the  drops  of  the  south 
ferry,  both  of  which  will  be  replaced  by  new 
structures  at  an  early  day,  the  City  Couucil  having 
made  appropriations  fur  that  purpose. 

The  estimated  receipts  for  the  next  financial 
vear  are  8220,000.  and  the  expenditure.-  8270,000. 
It  is  probable  that,  in  the  financial  year  succeed- 
ing the  next,  an  appropriation  will  be  required  to 
provide  for  a  new  boat  to  take  the  place  of  the 
General  Grant,  which  has  become  in  many  re- 
spects unsuited  to  run  with  the  other  boats.  It  is 
with  satisfaction  that  the  directors  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  large  in- 
crease of  travel  across  the  ferries,  not  a  single  se- 
rious accident  has  occurred  during  the  year,  a  fact 
which  reflects  credit  upon  the  officers  and  men 
having  charge  of  the  several  boats.  The  directors 
would  also  call  attention  to  the  universal  expres- 
sion of  approval  coming  from  those  using  the  fer- 
ries during  the  rear  past,  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
boats,  their  regularity  in  running  and  the  im- 
proved condition  of  the  ferry  houses.  To  main- 
tain the  department  properly  will  require  liberal 
appropriations  by  the  City  Council  as  well  as  a 
careful  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  directors. 
The  cost  to  the  city,  up  to  this  date,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  boats,  franchise,  etc.,  and  the  run- 
ning expenses,  also,  the  revenue  from  tolls,  has 
been  for  1869-70  as  follows: 
Cost  of  boats,  franchise  and   discount  on 

loan S2TU.J75  no 

Running  expenses  up  to  this  date  (4  years)..    1,008,101  06 

Revenue  up  to  this  date  (4  years) 780.166  04 

This  leaves  a  deficit  of  3218,935  02,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  interest  on  the  loan  made  for 
the  purchase  of  the  boats,  etc.  The  annexed  ex- 
hibit shows  in  detail  the  expenditures  of  the  past 
year  and  the  nature  of  the  public  travel  using  the 
ferries.  In  conclusion  the  directors  desire  to  rec- 
ognize the  fidelity  and  valuable  services  of  their 
Clerk,  Superintendent  and  Assistant-Superintend- 
ent. '  Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  D.  Kelly  (President), 
Nehemiah  Gibson, 
Chablbs  Starwood, 
Samuel  B.  Hopkess, 


Joshua  Weston, 

Ebexezee  Adams,  Directors. 
The  number  of  teams,  passengers,  etc.,  which 
have  passed  over  the  ferries  during  the  year  are 
given  as  follows :  Teams — one-horse,  436,714;  two- 
horse  do.,  178,826;  three-horse,  5618;  four-horse, 
7031;  five-horse,  2;  six-horse,  2.  Carriages— two- 
horse,  18,202;  three-horse,  1;  four-horse,  6; 
drags,  etc.  —  one-horse,  28T;  two-horse,  266; 
three-horse,  240;  four-hoise,  353;  five-horse, 
"6;  six-horse,  2;  caravans— three-horse,  1;  four- 
horse,  34;  five-cent  tolls,  18,278;  three-cent  toll, 
1.  Total  received  for  teams,  etc.,  887.146  51.  Re- 
ceived for  foot  passe jgers,  8126,649  73;  received 
from  the  North  Ferry,  $84,235  56 ;  from  the  South 
Ferry,  $129,560  68. 

HOU-XT  HOPE  OEMETEBY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  ordered   printed  and  referred 


the  year  was  86867  42.  The  annual  appropriation 
made  by  the  Citv  Council.  Sin.ono  ;  receipts  for  sale 
of  lots,  etc.,  during  the  year,  $20,793  69;  total, 
$42,661  11.  The  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
cemetery  were  $39,849  37,  leaving  a  balance  on 
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band  of  $2811  74.  The  reeepts  for  the  sale 
of  lots,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  show 
a  decrease  of  about  twenty-three  hundred  dol- 
lars. Several  times  during  the  past  year  the  atten- 
tion of  the  trustees  lias  been  called  by  persons  de- 
sirous of  purchasing  lots  to  the  fact  that  the  city 
was  offering  lots  in  its  other  cemetery  (the  "Ceuar 
Grove")  at  much  lower  prices  per  foot  than  those 
charged  in  Mt.  Hope,  thus  actually  competing 
with  itself,  and  at  the  same  time  granting  annual 
appropriations  to  both  cemeteries.  This  state  of 
things  ought  not  to  exist.  Either  both  cemete- 
ries should  be  placed  under  one  management  or 
the  City  Council  should  establish  a  uniform  scale 
of  prices  for  the  lots.  In  this  connection  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  larger  part  of  the  annual 
appropriation  made  for  Mt.  Hope  is  required  for 
that  part  of  the  inclosure  known  as  the  "City" 
Cemetery,  where  strangers  and  the  poor  are 
buried  for  a  merely  nominal  price. 

During  the  year  a  very  successful  effort  has 
been  made  to  provide  a  p'ermanent  fund  for  the 
perpetual  care  of  lots,  and  it  is  hoped  that  other 
lot  owners  will  recognize  the  importance  of  this 
effort  and  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
depositing  with  the  city  a  sum,  the  interest  on 
■which  will  secure  in  the  future  the  extra  care  and 
labor  which  arc  bestowed  upon  lots  thus  provided 
for. 

The  labor  performed  in  the  cemetery  during  the 
year  comprises  the  finishing  of  sixty-eight  lots  be- 
tween Central  and  Charming  avenues  and  eleven 
half- lots  or!  Greenwood  avenue.  Eleven  hundred 
and  forty-five  feet  of  roadway  have  been  made  and 
underlaid  with  stone,  and  seven  hundred  feet  of 
gutters  have  been  paved.  Substantial  progress 
has  been  made  upon  the  pond — about  one  acre 
having  been  excavated  to  the  depth  of  from  three 
to  ten  feet.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  monu- 
ments and  tablets  have  been  erected,  among 
which  is  the  very  handsome  monument  of  cannon 
on  the  lot  owned  by  Post  7  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

The  interments  made  during  the  year  number 
500,  making  in  all  0040  now  in  the  cemetery,  ex- 
clusive of  those  in  the  City  Cemetery.  The'addi- 
tional  facilities  provided  during  the  past  year  for 
conveyance  to  the  cemetery  meet  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  public,  and  the  same  management 
will  be  continued  during  the  ensuing  year  with  an 
additional  coach  running  to  connect  with  trains 
on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  at  Mattapan  for  the 
convenience  of  lot  owners  residing  in  (south  Bog- 
ton  and  Dorchester. 

In  com  lusior  it  gives  the  trustees  pleasure  to 
again  acknowledge  the  generous  cooperation  of 
the  City  Council,  as  shown  by  their  appropriations 
for  the  coming  year,  and  to  recognize  the  valua- 
ble services  rendered  by  their  superintendent  and 
secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 

Joseph  P.  Paine, 

Chajjles  Caverly,  Jr., 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins, 

ALANSON  BlGELOW, 

David  Whiston, 

William  Minot,  Jr.,      Trustees. 

ELECTION  OF    ASSESSOR. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication of  the  Board  of  Assessors  announcing 
a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Daniel  H.  Whit- 
ney, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  Benjamin  F.  Palmer.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted, and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the 
Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Aldermen  Harris 
and  Peters  were,  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes. .  They  reported  tliat.iienja.min  F. 
Palmer  had  received  twelve  votes.  Mr.  Palmer 
was  declared  unanimously  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. . 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  As- 
sessor's Department— Report,  leave  to  withdraw, 
on  petition  of  E.  W.  &  J.  H.  Cox,  that  certain 
taxes  paid  by  them  may  be   refunded.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutler,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice—Reports recommending  the  confirmation  of 
the  appointments  of  police  officers  for  the  city  of 
Boston  communicated  to  tile  Board  Apiil  20  and 
April  27.    Accepted,  and  appointments  confirmed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims— Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of 
William  Elms,  to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  to 
the  town  of  West  Roxbury  as  roadmaster.  Ac- 
cepted. 


By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Report recommending  the  granting  of  peti- 
tion of  Pearson  &  Tibbetts,  to  project  lantern 
from  front  of  premises,  84  and  86  Friend  street. 
Accepted. 

Reports,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  the  petitions  of 
H.  A.  Campbell  and  John  B.  Vorsin,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Cabot  street;  Henry  Conroy, 
for  compensation  for  grade  damages  on  Weston 
street;  John  S.  Whiting,  agent  for  Barker  estate, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Henley 
street, Charlestown ;  Anton  Bakerer,  to  be  paid  for 
labor  and  materials  contributed  to  rill  Mechanic 
street;  J.  H.  Chadwick  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Chad- 
wick  street  be  paved  with  wood;  heirs  of  Thacher 
Sweat,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Weston 
street ;  John  and  Martin  F.  Mulligan  and  Andrew 
Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Cabot 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  upon  peti- 
tion of  J.  C.  Stimpson,  executor,  for  abatement 
of  Cottage-street  betterment  (Ward  16)  assessment, 
as  said  petitioner  has  acceded  to  the  assessment 
referred  to.    Accepted. 

Report,  no  further  action  necessary,  on  petition 
of  Jane  E.  Brock  for  compensation  for  lands  and 
building  taken  in  widening  of  Washington  and 
Adams  street,  as  the  claim  has  been  settled  in 
court.    Accepted. 


coin  street,  Brighton,  that  as  the  petitioner  by  his 
statement  does  not  object  to  the  assessment  for 
betterment  on  his  estate,  if  he  is  paid  such  grade 
damages  consequent  upon  the  laying  out  as  he 
considers  due  him,  the  committee  recommend 
that  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  Report  accepted  and  reference  ordered 
as  recommended. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  pe- 
tition of  Mark  Folsom,  for  leave  to  use  naphl  ha  in 
manufacture  of  rubber  cement,  on  lots  419  and  423 
Medford  street,  Charlestown ;  the  building  to  be 
150  feet  from  any  other  building.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Repoi  ts  in  favor  of  grantingthe  following 
licenses  :  D.  C.  Hull,  to  give  concert  at  Tremont 
Temple,  May  4;  Alonzo  Hastings,  auctioneer,  121 
Main  street,  CliailesLown  ;  Eugene  McCarthy,  for 
billiard  table  at  corner  of  Alt' ord  and  Main  streets ; 
AldenBartlett,  auctioneer,  (ireen  street,  Ward  17; 
Gorham  &  Brooks,  billiard  saloon,  XV.)  Broadway: 
Buruham  &  Watson,  auctioneers,  213  Washington 
street;  O.  Douglass  et  al.,  for  transfer  of  hack 
licenses;  W.  F.  Carlton,  intelligence  office  at  43 
(ireen  street;  James  F.  Walsh,  billiard  saloon  at 
532  Main  street,  Charlestown;  William  Lynch, 
wagon  license,  218.  Causeway  street;  Warren- 
street  Chapel,  to  hold  May  festival  at  Mu- 
sic Hall  May  13;  J.  G.  Abbott,  wagon,  10 
Court  square;  C.  J.  Lynch,  wagon,  corner  Essex 
and  Kingston  streets;  John  Roberts,  hack,  24 
Chardon  street;  L.  B.  Lent,  to  exhibit  circus  in 
this  city  from  May  18  to  June  1 ;  George  C.  Conant, 
pawnbroker,  21  School  street ;  2  bootblacks  and  14 
newsboys  (minors'  applications).  Also  reports 
(leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  following  applica- 
tions; Joseph  S.  O'Gorman,  for  auctioneer's 
license  at  13  Court  square. ;  George  Tyner,  for  wag- 
on stand  at.  11  Summer  strict.   Severally  accepted. 

Yictuallers'  Licenses  Oranted—H.  P.  Kelly  & 
Co.,  corner  Cambridge  and  Temple  streets;  Silas 
C.  Read,  655  Washington  street;  F.  Schira,  03 
Sudbury  street ;  P.  J.  Ryan,  corner  Beacon  street 
and  Brookline  avenue;  Ermond  J.  McClench,  1350 
Tremont  street;  Christian  Kammerer,  570  Dor- 
chester avenue  ;  Heath  cc  McClench,  1370  Tremont 
street;  Edward  Sheridan,  103  Hanover  Street; 
James  Keerian,  307  North  street;  John  J.  Coffey, 
102  Leverett  street;  John  McDonough,  corner  of 
O  and  Eighth  streets,  South  Boston  ;  Eugene  J.Snl- 
livaii,  50  Bedford  street;  John  Welch,  100  North 
street; Henry  A.Gustefson,  II  Sudbury  street;  Ste- 
phen Wilson,. 'in  Phillips  street ;  Andreas Bassert,  58 
Sudbury  street;  J.  H.  Donnelly,  200  Broadway; 
Fred  A.  Mcllroy,  1102  Tremont  street;  Luther  G. 
Lambert,  1  Central  wharf;  Andrew  Bader- 
sehneider,  9  and  11  Province  street;  George  K. 
Savill,  4  Warren  street ;  Charles  II.  Hallett,  1  Han- 
over street;  Ernst  (iottschalk,  -15  Court  street; 
William  H.Jones  &  Co.,  2.W,  Slate  street;  Mar- 
garet Shehan,  10  India  square;  Richard  Hinch- 
liffe,200  Atlantic,  avenue;  Andrew  Dunning,  01* 
Washington  street;  James  T.  Wellington,  193  Eliot 
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street;  Brown  Brothers,  15  Boylston staeptq  David 
E.  Fitzgerald,  19  La  Grange  street;  Jabee 
W.  Barton,  19  Kilby  street ;  J.  E.  Ryan,  670  Wash- 
ington street;  Hugh  Blakeney,  443  Broadway; 
John  Kelsch,  290  Broadway;  William  F.  Dempsey, 
164%  Broadway;  Thomas  Heaphy,  119  Blackstone 
street;  Robert  A.  Sullivan,  150  East  Dover  street; 
John  Rvan,  1455  Washington  street;  Frederick  L. 
Smith,  65  Maverick  square;  William  Bagley,  128 
Merrimac  street;  R.  H.  Yeaton,  85  and  87  Sudbury 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Innholders'  Licenses  (Granted— Matthias  Fierling, 
831  Washington  street;  G.  W.  Stackpole,  Merri- 
mac House ;  Pearson  &  Tibbetts,  84  and  86  Friend 
street;  William  Pfaff,  155  Pleasant  street;  Ferry 
&  Anderson,  corner  Kneeland  and  South  streets; 
Michael  J.  Flynn,  16  Harrison  avenue.  Severally 
accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— John  Luie,  795 
Tremont  street ;  Fennelly  &  Caldwell,  812  Wash- 
ington street;  J.  C.  Hoernle,  580  Wasington  street: 
John  Seddon,  69  Essex  street;  H.  B.  Bacharacks, 
298  Tremont  street;  Henry  Fuchs,49  Friend  street  ; 
Ellen  Heart,  corner  Orleans  and  Everett  streets ; 
James  Glancy,  34  Cross  street.  Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,'for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in  favor 
of  granting  the  petitions  of  George  C.  McGregor 
for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable  on  Tudor  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester,  and  James  Fuller,  to 
occupy  wooden  stable  near  corner  of  River  and 
Cedar  streets  (Ward  16).    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, etc.— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition 
of  William  Melvin  for  leave  to  change  his  meat 
stall  in  Faneuil-Hall  Market  to  a  poultry  stall  and 
lease  the  same  to  Nathan  Brewer.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Order  to  pay  Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Cor- 
poration thirty-five  thousand  dollars  for  land  and 
damages  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
er along  the  north  side  of  Central  wharf ,  said  sum 
to  be 'charged  to  the  Atlantic  Avenue  loan. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Alderman 
Power  said,  I  do  not  ask  to  have  this  order  take 
its  second  reading  today,  but  to  express  the  hope 
that,  as  it  is  an  important  one,  and  involves  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  gentlemen 
will  look  into  the  subject.  It  is  important  that 
this  order  be  passed  one  week  from  today,  to 
avoid  a  lawsuit. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rale: 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Charles  F.  Story,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Reed  and  Far- 
num  streets.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries — Report  on  petition  of  Angus  Nelson, 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  monthly 
instalments,  for  assistance  in  operating  the  draw 
of  said  bridge;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  heretofore  allowed. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  It  is  rather  desirable  that 
this  order  should  be  passed  today.  In  'conse- 
quence of  the  close  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  an 
immense  amount  of  travel  has  been  thrown  across 
Dover-street  Bridge.  By  the  advice  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  have  reported  this"  allowance  fen-  the 
Superintendent  to  procure  assistance.  I  there- 
fore ask  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading 
todav. 

Alderman  Peters— How  does  the  closing  of 
Broadway  Bridge  mr.ke  more  vessels  pass  through 
Dover-street  Bridge? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  did  not  say  it  had  in- 
creased the  number  of  vessels;  the  travel  over 
the  bridge  has  been  affected  by  closing  Broadway 
Bridge.  But  there  has  been  an  immense  increase 
of  traffic  by  vessels  south  of  Dover-street  Bridge: 
formerly  but  one  or  two  hundred  vessels  passed 
through"  there;  now  there  are  some  four  or  five 
hundred. 

-  Alderman  Power— I  object  mi  giving  :be  order  a 
second  reading  today,  and  I  object  to  its  passage 
in  toto.  I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  should 
bring  in  an  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Dover -street  Bridge,  when 
there  are  five  hundred  applicants  for  the  place, 
the  greater  portion  of  whom  are  as  competent  for 
the  position  as  he  is.    I  do  not  think  the  increase 


is  called  for,  any  more  than  for  any  other  superin- 
tendent, and  I  cannot  see  why  this  one  should  be 
singled  out  from  all  the  rest. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  he 
being  associated  with  me  on  the  Committee  on 
Bridges.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  faithful  Superintendent 
of  Dover-street  Bridge,  as  honest  a  superintend- 
ent as  there  is  in  the  service  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  His  salary  is  only  $1400  per  year;  he 
has  to  employ  two  or  three  assistants,  and 
hec  annot  get  along  without  them.  The 
Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington-avenue 
Bridge  has  $2000  a  year  and  employs  the  same 
amount  of  help ;  the  Superintendent  of  Federal- 
street  Bridge  has  $3000.  This  Superintendent 
now  has  an  additional  draw  to  oare  for;  he  has  to 
turn  it  some  eight  thousand  times  in  a  year,  and 
if  you  desire  your  work  faithfully  done  you  cer- 
tainly cannot  expect  him  to  employ  three  assist- 
ants, and  pay  them  out  of  his  own  pocket 
when  you  give  him  only  $1400  a  year.  I 
think  this  addition  of  $300  is  commendable, 
and  I  suppose  the  reason  it  has  come  in  at 
this  late  day  is  because  nothing  was  said 
about  it  when  the  salaries  of  other  officers  were 
acted  upon  by  the  committee.  I  know  there  are 
plenty  of  young  men  ambitious  to  get  the  super- 
mtendency  of  this  bridge,  but  they  are  not  re- 
sponsible ;  they  are  not  men  whom  I  would  trust 
to  take  care  of  this  bridge  twenty-four  hours.  Am 
aceident  might  occur  some  day  by  which  the  city 
of  Boston  would  lose  more  than  the  whole  salary 
of  the  Superintendent.  Therefore,  I  trust  this 
Board  will  pass  this  order  today,  and  do  this  f aitb- 
ful  Superintendent  justice. 

.  Alderman  Power — I  think  I  know  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Dover-street  Bridge  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down.  He  is  a  good,  safe, 
honest  man ;  yet  there  is  not  a  superintendent  of 
a  bridge  in  Boston  with  whom  there  is  more  fault 
found  than  with  this  one.  He  is  an  old  sailor,  and 
knows  nothing  but  how  to  obey  orders.  He  does 
his  duties  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  ability,  but  they  are  not  done  so  satisfactorily 
to  the  public  as  they  might  be.  I  have  de- 
fended him  and  voted  to  keep  him  there, 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  some  of  the 
best  people  in  South  Boston,  because  I  think  he  is 
better  than  others  who  are  applicants.  His  salary 
is  just  as  good  today  as  that  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Federal-street  Bridge,  who  gets  s.inou,  and  who 
has  double  the  work  of  this  man.  Were  it  not 
that  this  Superintendent's  son  attends  to  and 
does  the  principal  part  of  the  work,  a  great 
number  of  the  people  in  South  Boston  would 
have  come  here  and  remonstrated  against  his 
reappointment.  Yet  I  acknowledge  he  is  an  hon- 
est man  and  does  his  duty,  but  not  in  as  pleasant 
and  agreeable  a  maimer  as  it  might  be  done,  and  as 
satisfactorily  to  the  people  who  pass  over  that 
bridge.  If  the  Committee  on  Bridges  had  thought 
his  salary  should  be  raised  they  would  have  rec- 
ommended it.  This  matter  comes  before  me  for 
the  first  time.  If  I  had  been  consulted  by  the 
committee  I  should  have  opposed  it  as  I  do  now. 

Alderman  Peters— There  does  not  setm  to  be  any 
necessii.y  for  the  passage  of  this  order  today,  and 
I  think  it  should  take  the  usual  coarse.  I  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  order  be 
postponed  for  one  week. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objection  to  the  or- 
der being  postponed,  because  I  think  that  if  the 
Aldermen  will  study  the  merits  of  the  case 
they  will  vote  for  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  says  this  is  the  first  knowledge  he 
has  had  of  this  matter..  There  was  a  petition 
passed  through  this  Board  from  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Dover  street  Bridge,  for  an  increase  of  salary, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 
L£,  as  the  Alderman  says,  the  Superintendent  has  a 
valuable  son  there  with  him,  then  we  ought  to 
add  a  little  more  to  the  old  gentleman's  salary  for 
the  sake  of  his  son.  I  do  not  object  to  the  order 
lying  over. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  well  aware  of  the  Super- 
intendent's application  to  this  Board  for  an  in- 
crease of  salary,  but  he  never  made  such  an  appli- 
cation to  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  I  should 
think  if  anybody  knew  anything  about  it  it  would 
be  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  I  should  not  ex- 
pect that  the  Committee  on  Salaries  would  report 
such  an  increase  here  without  consulting  the 
Committee  on  Bridges. 

Alderman   Cutter— The    Committee  on  Salaries 


355 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


-  The  orilci was  postponed  for  one  week  by  a  ris- 
ing vote— 6  for,  5  against. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— 

Order  .to  pay  Edward  L.  Bartlett  $1735,  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  bv  the  widening  of  Lin- 
coln street.  Bead  twice  and  passed. 
;  Order  to  pay  Abigail  H.  Norwood  $225,  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of' 
Stoughton  street.     Bead  twice  and  passed.       ■      >• 

Orders  to  pay  Mary  Dimmock  $823  50  and' 
Jerome  Seidensticker  si  12  30,  for  land  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Magazine 
street.    Bead  once. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Alfred  T.  Gray  $1904  91, 
for  land  damages  occasioned  by  -widening  St. 
James  street.    Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Fanettil  Hall— Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  E.  D.  Linton  t>t  til.,  for  change  of  rules  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  Faneull  Hall.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery— - 

Oidered,  That  the  expense  of  placing  an  eleva- 
tor in  the  City  Hall,  as  provided  by  the  order  of 
the  City  Council,  passed  April  23,  is'74,  be  charged 
to  the  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  and 
not  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings,  as' 
provided  in  said  order,  and  that  said  order  lie  and 
it  is  hereby  amended  accordingly. 

Alderman  Emery — Perhaps  a  little  explanation 
of  this  order  is  necessary.  The  order  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  elevator"  was  introduced  into  the 
other  branch  and  laid  upon  the  table  before  the 
special  appropriation  for  that  object  was  consid- 
ered, and  when  it  was  put  upon  its  passage  the 
necessary  change,  to  make  it  chargeable  to  this 
special  appropriation,  was  inadvertently  omitted. 
As  the  original  order  reads,  the  expense  "is  charge- 
able to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings; 
this  amendment  will  make  it  chargeable  to  the 
special  appropriation  made  for  that  object.  It  is 
merely  a  correction  of  the  wording  of  the  order; 

The  order'was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  Committee  on  Asses- 
sors' Department- 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  author- 
ized to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  upon  such 
terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of 
the  City,  the  old  volumes  of  records  containing  the 
names  of  the  owners  and  the  assessed  value  of 
each  parcel  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Licenses  be  re- 
quested to  report  for  the  consideration  of  this 
Board  an  order  establishing  the  rates  of  fare  to  be 
charged  f or  the  conveyance  of  persons  and  bag- 
gage in  hackney  carriages  between  Charlestown 
ami  other  sections  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "Charlestown,"  the  words 
"Brighton  and  West  Roxbury." 

Alderman  Power — I  think  the  amendment  is  su- 
perfluous ;  the  order  covers  the  ground  already. 

Alderman  Peters — This  order  would  include  the 
rates  of  fair  from  Charlestown  to  Wards  17  and  19, 
and  from  those  wards  to  Charlestown.  I  wish  to 
have  it  include  the  rates  to  be  charged  from  other 
parts  of  the  city  to  and  from  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  committee  of  the 
Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  like  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of 
differences  between  the  two  branches  relating  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets— Re- 
port that  the  two  committees  met  and  conferred, 
and  agreed  to  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
$3800  per  annum,  in  full  consideration  for  all  his 
services.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  now  move  that  section 
three  of  that  order  on  page  seven  of  the  second 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  amended 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee. 

Alderman  Peters— Is  not  the  Salary  bill  still  be- 
fore the  Common  Council,  they  not  having  voted 
upon  that  section  ? 

The  Chairman — A  committee  was  appointed  by 
this  Board  to  meet  a  committee  of  conference 
from  the  Common  Council ;  that  committee  has 
made  a  report  to  this  Board  that  it  has  been 
agreed  upon  to  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  shall  bo  at  the  rate  of 
S.isno  per  annum  in  full  for  all  his  services.  It 
seems  to  the  Chair  to  he  perfectly  propel  for  this 


Board  to  pass  this  order  and  let  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  concurrence. 

■The  section  was.  amended  , as  moved  by  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  and  the  order  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter ;  for  the.  Committee  on  Pav- , 
ing— Report*  severally  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders,  as  follows:  .  . 

Ordered;  That  the  Superintendent,  of  Streets. be. 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks. where  required  ou  Milk  street, 
Charlestown,  also  to  pave  the  gutters  and  macad- 
amize the  roadway  of  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  St.  James  street,  as  recently 
widened  by.  the  Board  of  :  Street  Commissioners 
between  Regent  street  and  Danforth  place,  and  to 
set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters,  on  said 
widening.    Estimated  cost,  $1000.' 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  westerly  side  of  Warren 
street,  between  Buena  Vista  avenue  and  Rockland 
street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof,: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Newbern  street,  according  to 
the  established  grade,  reset  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters.    Estimated  cost,  $600. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  onEustis  street,  between  Dear- 
born atnd. Magazine  streets,  and  to  report  to  this, 
Board  a.  schedule  of  tire,  expense  thereof . 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  reset  the  edgestones  and  rcpave  a  por- 
tion of  the  roadway  of  Kneeland  street  between 
Harrison  avenue,  ami  Hudson  street.  Estimated 
cost,  $€00.. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Newbern  street,  near  Weston  street,  as  shown  on  a 
plau  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
dated  April  20, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  till  Blue  Hill  avenue  near  Glen- road 
street -to  its  full  width,  and  fco  grade  the  sidewalk 
with  gravel.    Estimated  cost  $500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  around  Madison  square.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $4000.         ■    .      • 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set.  the  edgestones  on  West 
and  Beacham  streets,  Charlestown,, and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof, 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Alford  street,  from  Main  street 
to  the  Maiden  Bridge,  Charlestown,  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $19,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent,  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Union  street  from  Dock  square 
to  Havmarket  square  with  small  granite  blocks, 
Estimated  cost,  $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on 
Bower  street,  Roxbury,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Henry 
Poor  &  Son  to  extend  a  shafting  across  Matthews 
street,  near  Congress  street,  upon  condition  that 
thev  shall  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city 
harmless  for  all  damages  which  may  be  caused  to 
persons  or  property  by  the  extending  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  shaft  across  said  Matthews  street; 
upon  condition  also  that  they  shall  remove  said 
shaft  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  the  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company  to  lay  a  pipe 
under  Hawley  street  for  shafting  purposes,  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  nrst  give  to  the 
city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the 
Cit'v  Solicitor,  holding  the  city  harmless  for  any 
and  all  damages  which  may  be  caused  to  persons 
or  property  by  the  laying  or  maintaining  of  said 
pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condition  that 
said  company  shall  remove  said  pipe  when  ordered 
so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  bricks  the  sidewalk  on  the 
•easterly  side  of  Tremont  street,  between  Kendall 
street  and  Hammond  park;  also  upon  the  southerly 
side  of  Kendall,  between  Tremont  street  and 
South  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  that,  in  the 
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opinion  of  this  Board,  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Broadway,  between  Dor- 
chester and  Eighth  streets,  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be  directed 
to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their  tracks  on  said 
street  with  small  granite  blocks:  said  work  to  De 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  tuis  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Union  street  be  pived  with 
small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their  tracks 
on  said  street,  with  small  granite  blocks;  said  work 
to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Miperintendeiit  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  ami  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board,  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Union  street  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  their 
tracks  on  said  street  with  small  granite  blocks; 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  John  Bush  §300,  for  grade 
damages  at  i;iU  Bennington  street.  Read  twice 
and  pas-ed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow.for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, who  were  requested  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance permitting  the  ollice  (  f  Sealers  of  Weights 
and  Measures  to  be  located  outside  of  City  HaU— 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Scalers 
of  Weights  and  Measures  as  printed  in  the  edition 
of  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  year  lXG'J,  is  here- 
by amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "City 
Hall,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section,  the 
words  "or  in  such  other  building  as  the  Joint 
Slanding  Committee  of  the  City  (  ouncil  on  Pub- 
lie  Buildings  may  from  time  to  time  designate." 

The  ordinance'was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers- 
Ordered,  That  S-M  si'  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Thomas  Condon  for  a  sewer  in  Lexington 
street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Pat- 
rick Donahoe ;  that  $6  57  be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment" of  J  abez  Frederick's  heirs  for  a  sewer 
on  Summer  street,  and  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  Charles  E.  Cook;  that  S7!>  be  abated 
from  the  assessment  of  Jacob  Herthel,  and  S36  27 
from  the  assessment  of  Dora  Herthel,  for  a  sewer 
on  Buggies  street,  on  account  of  previous  pay- 
ments:  that  S<;s  in  be  assessed  upon  James  Cough- 
Ian  for  a  sewer  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for 
abatement  of  sewer  assecsments,  of  Thomas  G. 
Caldwell,  Longwood  avenue;  George  Davis,  16 
Clifford  street;  and   Little    Sisters   of   the   Poor, 


constructed  through  La  Grange  place,  Roxbury; 
and  of  Alexander  Mann  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Wil- 
liams st'eet,  Charlestown,  the  last-named  street 
being  private  property.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  contract  with  Ar- 
temas  Winchester  for  the  collection  and  removal 
of  house  offal  from  West  Roxbury  (Ward  17) 
without  the  limits  of  the  city  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  May  1 ,  1874,  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  James 
()' Young  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
olfal  from  East  Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  January  1,  1874,  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per"  an- 
num. 

Severally  read  once. 


Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
K,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry  M.  V.  M.,  at  143 
Broadway,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved  as 
a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equip- 
ments. 

Read  once 

WATER  SUPPLY  FOB  THE    HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  May  4th,  1874. 

To  the  Honorable, the  City  Con nei I  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen — The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
supply  of  water  at  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion is  equal  only  to  the  ordinary  demands 
of  the  institution.  In  case  of  fire  but  one  hydrant 
can  be  made  available,  and  the  pressure  Upon  it 
is  not  sufficient  to  force  a  stream  upon  the  roof  of 
any  of  the  buildings.  In  a  communication  to  this 
board  upon  the  subject,  the  Water  Board  state 
that  the  expense  of  laying  pipe  of  larger  size, 
placing  hydrants,  etc,,  will  be  twenty-live  hundred 
dollars.  This  item  of  expense  was  not  contem- 
plated when  the  estimates  for  the  present  financial 
year  were  prepared,  but  inasmuch  as  an  addition- 
al supply  of  water  is  imperatively  demanded,  to 
met  the  wants  of  the  institution,  and  to  protect 
1  he  property  of  the  city  and  prevent  a  conflagra- 
tion, the  Board  of  Directors  request  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council  to  increase  the  water  supply. 
Respectfully,  J.  P.  Bradlee, 

President. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  authorized  to  procure  an  additional 
supply  of  water  for  the  institutions  at  South  Bos- 
ton, as  set  forth  in  their  communication  of  this 
date,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  same,  not  ex- 
ceeding siLT>0(),  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Institutions  at  South  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  DUDLEY  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee   on    Paving   con- 
sider  the   expediency   of   paving  with  wood  the 
streets  around  the  new  Dudley  Schoolhouse. 
Passed. 

THE  AUDITOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  for  She  financial  year  1873-74,  be  sub- 
mitted in  print,  and  that  five  thousand  live  hun- 
dred copies  thereof  be  printed ;  that  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  copies  '>e  retained  in  the 
custody  of  the  Auditor,  at  City  Hall,  for  distribu- 
tion, and  that  the  remainder  be  placed  in  the 
several  police  station  bouses,  also  for  distribution; 
and  further,  that  pu'die  advertisement  be  made 
of  thefact,  in  the  newspapers,  that  said  reports 
have  been  placed  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  City  Hall, 
and  in  the  several  police  station  houses,  for  dis- 
tribution, where  the  citizens  may  obtain  them  on 
application. 
Read  once. 

THE  INSPECTOR    OF  MILK. 

Aldeiman  Emery  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
Alderman  Cutter's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  was  passed  to  place  the  In- 
spector of  Milk  under  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report,  etc. 

The  Chair  being  in  douot  ;i<  to  the  result  of  the 
vote,  Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  lost,  there  being  a  tie, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  (  lark.  Emery,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  tbe  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


of  the  Common  Council, 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN'. 

Annual  report  of  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery. Referred  to  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery. 

Annual  report  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries and  quarterly  reports  of  the  City  (  lerk,  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  City  Registrar  and  Superinten- 
dent of  North  Scales.     Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Messinger  &  (  o.,"Ed\\  in  Ball,  Leon- 
ard Pickering.  Isaac  Lorey  and  Co.  B,  Ninth  Reg- 
iment Infantry.  Severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  submitting  a  letter 
from  George  Goodnow  'donating  S10II0  to  City 
Hospital.  Referred  to  Coinmitcee  on  the  City 
Hospital. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  T.  AV.  &  J.  H.  Cox  that  certain 
taxes  assessed  cm  their  estates  in  AVard  113  may  he 
refunded:  of  AVilliam  Elms  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered  the  town  of  AVest  Raxbury  as  loadmas- 
ter.    Severally  accepted. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  AVard  14  in  the  chair — 

Order  amending  the  order  passed  April  23,  in  re- 
lation to  an  elevator  for  City  Hall,  charging  the 
expense  of  the  same  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  that  purpose,  instead  of  to  "Public  Build- 
ings."   Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions on  Water  Supply  at  South  Boston.  Placed 
on  file. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  supply  of  water 
to  be  procured  for  the  institutions  at  South  Bos- 
ton, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2500.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mi.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
Ordinance  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Benjamin  F.  Palmer  to  fill 
the  vacancy  in  the  board  of  Assessors  caused  by 
the  death  of  Daniel  H.  AVhitncy,  and  certificate  of 
election  of  said  Palmer  to  said  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVeston  of  AVard  1,  the  rule 
requiring  the  nomination  to  lie  ever  was  suspend- 
ed, and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 
Messrs.  AVeston  of  AVard  1,  Thacher  of  Ward  15, 
and  Crowley  of  AVard  7  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  repotted  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 54 

Charles  E.  Grant 4 

AaronD.  Capen 1 

Robert  A'ose,  Jr 1 

George  A.  Simmons 1 

Josephus  o'Shannahan 1 

Mr.  Palmer  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Amendment  to  the  Salary  bill,  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  at  the  rate  of 
SS800.  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5,  the  Council 
voted  to  concur  in  the  amendment. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Charlestown  City  Hall  to  accommodate  a  branch 
of  the  Public  Library,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  S200  to  each  post  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  towards  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 
Passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  W.  C.  M. 
Downing  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  caused  by  alleged  defect' in  sidewalk  in 
front  of  No.  153  Morioian  street ,  Kast  Boston.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Hicks  of  AVard  22— Petition  of  C.  L.  Lo- 
throp  to  have  a  bill  for  supplies  furnished  the 
Chief  of  Police  of  Charlestown,  in  1872,  paid.  Re- 
ferrec'  to  Committee  on  Claims. 


Petition  of  C.  Fowler  ci  Son  for  leave  to  erect  a 
frame  building  on  Main  street,  Charlestown.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  AVard  15,  for  the  Committee 
on  Claims — Report  on  petition  of  Nathaniel  Cush- 
ing,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  caused 
bv  alleged  defect  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown, 
ili  1872,  recommending  that  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

By  Mr.  Dean  of  AVard  12,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  Harbor— 

The  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  to  whom  was 
committed  the  orders  and  communication  relative 
to  the  taking  of  gravel  from  Long  Island  find  that 
the  only  act'.on  of  the  city  Government,  or  either 
branch" thereof ,  is  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston,     1 
In  Board  of  Alpekmkn,  May  27, 1867.  ( 

The  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  J.  V.  N.  Stultz  and  others  for  leave  to 
remove  gravel  or  ballast  from  Long  Island,  hav- 
ing carefully  considered  the  subject,  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  (lie  localities  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  gravel, 
and  have  consulted  with  General  Benham  and 
Mr.  Boschke.  Harbor  Engineers,  and  they  find  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  can  be  granted  under 
proper  "restrictions  without  injury  to  the  haibor. 
They  would  therefore  re,  ommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  committee, 

J.  D.  Braman,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  proprietors  of  Long  Island,  in 
Boston  Harbor,  be  authorized  to  remove  gravel  or 
ballast  from  the  east  side  of  said  island  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  from  the  southerly,  extremity 
of  the  bluff,  and  extending  to  the  fence  on  the 
southerly  -  ide  of  Bass  Point,  under  such  restric- 
tions as  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  deem  expedient. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor  May  28. 1867. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  vol.  45,  pp.  3311  and  340. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Cle<-k. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  30, 1871. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Thomas 
J.  Dunbar  and  Peter  Dunbar  to  remove  the  loose 
ballast  or  ■tones  from  the  beach  on  the  north  side 
of  Long  Island,  in  Boston  Harbor,  between  the 
wharf  and  the  (iovcrnment  line  at  Kast  Head. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Jan.  31, 1871. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  vol.  49,  p.  106. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  12, 1873. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore' granted  to 
Thomas  J.  Dunbar  and  Peter  Dunbar,  to  remove 
material  from  the  beaches  on  Lomr  Island,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Passed.    Approved  by  the  Mayor,  May  13, 1873. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  '1873,  vol.  1,  p.  807. 

Attest:  S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

The  following  is  the  act  of  the  Legislature  regu- 
lating and  restricting  the  taking  id"  gravel  from 
the  islands  of  the  harbor  : 

An  Act  to  Protect  Boston  Harbor. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Any  person  who  shall  take,  carry 
away  or  remove  by  land  or  water  any  stones, 
gravel  or  sand  from  any  of  the  beaches,  head- 
lands or  islands  within  or  bordering  upon  Boston 
Harbor,  without  a  license  therefor  from  the  Mayor 
and  .  ldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  for 
each  offence  foifeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  or  indict- 
ment in  anv  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 
'  Sect.  2.  Boston  Harbor,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  a  line  drawn 
from  the  outer  end  of  Commercial  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Dorchester,  direct  to  the  outer  end  of 
Point  Aldcrton,  in  the  town  of  Hull;  thence  to  the 
outer  end  of  the  outer  Brewster  Island,  and  thence 
direct  to  the  Short  Beach,  at  the  division  line 
between  the  towns  of  North  Chelsea  and  AVin- 
throp. 

Sect.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
with  tbis  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
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Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  af- 
ter its  passage. 

June  6, 1856. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  foregoing  act  for- 
bids the  taking  of  gravel  from  certain  beaches, 
headland*  anil  islands  within  the  harbor;  Long 
Island  is  within  the  prohibition.  All  persons  tak- 
ing gravel  from  Long  Island  without  a  license 
from  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  are  liable 
to  prosecution  and  punishment  by  complaint  or 
indictment. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have  never  granted 
but  two  licenses ;  one  was  to  remove  loose  stones 
and  ballast  from  the  north  side  of  Long  Island, 
between  the  wharf  and  the  Government  line  at 
East  Head.  This  license  was  granted  to  Thomas. 
J.  Dunbar  and  Peter  Dunbar  foi  the  purpose  only 
of  making  the  beach  at  that  place  smooth  for  the 
convenience  of  bathers,  and  that  purpose  being 
served,  was  revoked  May  13, 1873. 

The  other  license  was  a  restricted  one, — strictly 
confining  the  taking  of  gravel  or  ballast  from  Bass 
Point;  and  this  license  was  granted  only  after 
consultation  with  General  Benham  anil  Mr. 
Boschke,  the  former  representing  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  latter  being  the  Har- 
bor Engineer  under  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Both  of  those  gentlemen 
were  of  opinion  that  the  removal  of  gravel  from 
Bass  Point  would  do  no  damage  to  the  harbor.  It 
is  well  known  that  at  times  gravel  will  become  so 
deposited  by  the  action  of  the  sea  as  to  change  the 
harbor  lines  and  endanger  .  navigation,  in"  such 
cases  it  has  to  be  removed  at  a  great  expense. 
Many  have  entertained  this  opinion  of  Bass  Point, 
which  makes  out  into  the  western  way,,  between 
Long  and-Rainsford  islands,  and, being' covered  at 
high  tide,  is  likely  to  pick  up  vessels  beating 
through  that  channel. 

The  gravel  used  by  the  city  is  furnished  by  con- 
tractors, as  your  committee  is  informed,  aud 
they  cannot  see  how  any  committee  or  offi- 
cer" of  .  the  City  Government  could  have  sup- 
posed that  any  gravel  was  obtained  in  vio- 
lation of  the  statute,  especially  as  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  island  thereby  endangered  the 
license  to  take  from  it  any  gravel  whatever. 

The  first  communicatiou  from  Ge-ieral  Thorn 
did  not  indicate  from  what  part  of  the  island 
gravel  had  been  taken,  nor  that  it  was  not  taken 
ffoni  Bass  Point,  which  General  Benham  and  Mr. 
Boschke  had  decided  to  be  harmless.  Certainly, 
if  information  had  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  tho  proper  committee  or  the  Chief  of  Police,  it 
would  have  justified  a  prosecution  of  the  offend- 
ers, and  they  would  not  have  been  permitted  to 
go  unpunished. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  April  last  your  com- 
mittee viewed  the  islands  of  the  harbor  and  dis- 
covered the  sloop  Industry  being  laden  with  gravel 
on  the  west  side  of  Long  IslanQ,near  the  southerly- 
end  thereof— a  spot  far  removed  from  Bass  Point 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island.  .Your  com-  ■ 
mittee  have  obtained  other  information  regarding 
this  vessel,  and  have  placed,  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chief  -of  Police,  together  with  the  information 
contained  in  General  Thorn's  last  communication 
to  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  received  from  them 
by  the  Mayor  and  referred  by  him  to  the  City 
Council,  and  some  of  the  depredators  have  already- 
been  prosecuted.  Your  committee  have  not  con- 
sidered the  expediency  of  recommending  a  rev- 
ocation of  the  license,  nor  the  necessity  of  legis- 
lation providing  greater  penalties  for  "the  illegal 
taking  of  gravel  from  the  islands  and  the  transfer 
of  the  rigfit  to  take  the  gravel  when  the  good  of 
the  harbor  requires  it,  directly  to  the  city,  for 
thesereasons :  "First,  that  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Dunbar, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee,  sent  a  mes- 
senger who  stated  that  he  desired  to  be  heard  be- 
fore the  committee  upon  the  question  of  forbid- 
ding the  taking  of  gravel  from  Bass  Point ;  sec- 
ond, because  the  committee  would  like  to  learn 
the  views  of  General  Thorn  regarding  the  effect 
of  taking- gravel  from  Bass  Point;  and  third,  be- 
cause the  committee  desire  to  a  certain  whether 
the  proprietors  of  the  island  have  authorized  these 
trespasses  which  are  likely  to  endanger  both  the 
security  and  beauty  of  ou"  harbor,  or  whether 
they  are  merely  the  wanton  and  reckless  acts  of 
the  skippers  of  vessels  seeking-  for  gravel  where  it 
can  be  obtained  with  the  least  trouble,  and  the 
greatest  protection  from  the  easterly  storms.    ■  ••--• 

While  the  Harbor  Police  are  supplied  with  row- 
boats  only,  they  cannot  maintain  a  constant  Watch 
over  all  the  headlands,  beaches  and  islands.'  The 
question  of  furnishing  them  with  a  small  steam- 
boat receives  greater  importance  in  view  of  these 


depredations.  In  the  meantime  it  will  be  well  for 
every  person  discovering  such  breaches  of  the 
law  to  make  them  known  directly  to  the  Chief  of 
Police. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  has  induced  the 
committee  to  make  this  report  of  progress.  They 
ask  permission  to  consider  the  subject  more  at 
length,  that  no  precaution  advisable  to  secure  the 
permanent  integrity  of  the  harbor  may  be  omitted. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Bkooks. 
Thos.  B.  Harris. 
Geo.  A.  Shaw. 
Frederick  Pease. 
Benj.  Dea>-. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5— As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Harbor  I  would  suggest  that  this  is 
simply  a  report  in  part.  The  matter  was  of  so 
niuch'lmportance  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  re- 
port progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  report 
was  accepted,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  sent 
up  for  concurrence. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward'  11,  for  the  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  land  near  Dover 
street,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house 
for  Engine  Xo.  3.  Report  recommending  the'  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  a  new  draft  as  follows": 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  con- 
taining not  more  than  four  thousand  feet,  located, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, near  Dover  street,  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
said  land  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  per  square 
foot;  also,  that  said  committee  be  authorised  to 
erect  thereon  an  engine  house  for  Engine  No.  3,  in 
accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  File  De- 
partment; the  expense  for  said  land  and  building, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
made  for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5  hoped  the  order  would  lie 
over  as  he  had  heard  no  reason  given  for  it. 

The  Chair  said  it  would  lie  over,,  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  "Ward  14,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Dart- 
mcuth  street,  and  the  erection  of  an  engine  house 
thereon — Report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  in  a  new  draft  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  cox- 
taining  not  more  than  four 'thousand  eight  hun- 
dred feet,  located,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dartmouth  street,  the  price  per  foot  paid  for  "said 
land  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;' 
also  that  said  committee  be  authorized  "to  erect 
thereon  an  engine  house  for  engine  No.  22,  in  ac- 
cordance with"  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  the  expense  of  purchasing  the  land 
and  erecting  the  building,  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation already  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  onler  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13,  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  report  as  made  by  them  April  23,  1874.  upon 
the  petition  of  Haley  &  Morse,  for  the  removal  of 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions  placed  upon  a 
lot  of  land  on  Waiwick  street,  opposite  Madison 
square— Report  that  they  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  remove 
said  conditions,  and  therefore  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. •         - 

the  burrill  claim. 

Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  last  meeting  whereby  the  Council  refused 
to  pass  the  order  to  pav  Charles  Burrill  or  his  as- 
signee 84(1,000,  and  gave  notice  that  if  the  motion 
prevailed  he  would  move  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mi.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  some  reason  will 
be  given  for  a  reconsideration.  1  supposed  that 
the  matter  was  definitely  settled  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  but  'I  shall  be  willing  to  vote 
for  a  reconsideration  if  some  good  reason  i-  given. 

Mr.  Xoyes  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  have  the  "Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  ascertain  whether  the 
City  Council  is  legally  bound  to  pay  Mr.  Burrill 
840,000  or  anv  other  sum. 
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Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  better  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  should  not 
prevail— even  it  the  gentleman  does  propose 
to  move  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary— but  that 
Mr.  Burrill,  if  he  desires  any  compen- 
sation from  the  <  ouncil,  should  come  in  here  with 
a  petition  leaving  the  whole  question  open.  Then 
the  Council  can  take  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  on  that  question.  The  order,  as 
now  before  the  Council,  proposes  to  pay  Mr.  Bur- 
rill S40.UUU  ill  conlonnity  with  a  particular  vote 
passed  at  a  particular  time,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  question  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  should  not  come  up  upon  this  order, 
but  upon  a  new  petition  presented  by   Mr.  Burrill. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  to  refer  to  that  committee  would  be  a 
proper  one  if  the  vote  should  be  reconsidered  at 
this  time.  1  wish  to  get  at  the  same  question  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  does.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  report  back  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  Mr.  Burrill  can  be  paid  a  lesser  sum,  then 
we  can  act  accordingly.  The  same  thing  will  be 
accomplished,  whether  the  committee  act  upon 
this  order  after  reconsideration'  or  upon  a  new 
petition. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  would  be  a  very 
proper  committee  to  refer  this  question  to.  The 
question  has  frequently  been  raised  as  to  whether 
the  city  is  liable  for  that  sum.  By  referring  it  to 
that  committee  we  do  not  commit  ourselves.  Fur- 
thermore, in  regard  to  a  new  petition,  I  would  re- 
mind the  gentleman  from  Ward  ('.that  a  petition  was 
presented  to  this  ( 'ouncil  several  necks  ago  and  laid 
upon  tin' table.  If  this  motion  to  reconsider  pre- 
vails I  will  move  to  refer  that  petition  with  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  that  they 
may  consider  the  whole  subject. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  by  a  rising 
vote— 28  for,  29  against. 

THE  NEW  ENGINE  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  requiring  the  two  orders  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  purchase  land 
and  erect  thereon  engine  houses  on  Dover  and 
Dartmouth  streets  to  lie  over.  The  orders  have 
lain  over  some  time  already, the  season  is  advanc- 
ing and  it  is  important  that  we  should  get  at  the 
woik  if  the  buildings  are  to  be  erected. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  When  that  matter  was  up 
a  few  minutes  since.  I  suggested  that  it  should  lie 
over,  because  I  knew  there  had  been  some  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  having  that  or  a  simi- 
lar purchase  made.  Since  then  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  most  objectionable  order— the 
one  I  had  the  greatest  objection  to— has  not,  as 
yet,  been  favorably  passed  upon  by  the  Cnmnit- 
tee.  Under  the  circumstances  my  friend  from 
Ward  16,  who  is  on  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  having  suggested  that  it  is  necessary 
that  the  work  should  be  carried  on,  I  shall  not 
object  to  the  suspension  of  the  rule  although  I 
think  that  when  an  expenditure  of  so  large  an 
amount  of  money  is  to  be  made,  the  rule  requiring 
the  orders  to  lie  over  should  be  observed.  The 
matter  having  already  been  once  oefore  the  Coun- 
cil, 1  shall  not  object  further. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— I  hear  no  sufficient  rea- 
son for  suspending  the  rule,  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  suspended.  It  cannot  be  that  a  \\cek  s  time  is 
going  to  be  of  any  gn  at  detriment  to  the  work. 

Mr.  Adams  ol  Ward  14— There  are  some  good 
reasons  why  the  rule  ought  to  be  suspended,  al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  matter.  First,  I 
am  informed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  that  he  can  let  out  contracts  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  cheaper  now  than  he  can  some 
time  hence.  Another  reason  is  the  need  of  locat- 
ing an  engine  house  on  Dover  street  so  as  to  get 
Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3  there  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  the  repair  simp  may  be  established. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Waul  1(1— If  the  order  had  not  al- 
ready been  before  the  Council,  and  the  usual  time 
taken  up  in  such  matter  had  not  elapsed,  1  should 
not  have  made  a  motion  to  suspend  the  mles.  We 
have  had  about  as  long  a  time  as  is  usually  taken 
to  consider  these  matters.  Tne  Fire  Commission- 
ers have  many  calls  for  these  buildings,  and 
this  i-.  a  busy  time  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  ex- 
cept to  see  the  work  progressing^ and  it  can  be 
done  better  now  than  it  can  later  in  the  season. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— I  s]„„,ld,  ai  some  time, 
like  to  have  some  report  or  some  information  upon 
certain  orders  that   were   referred    to    the    Water 


Board  by  the  last  Council,  and  I  do  not  know  but 
that  similar  orders  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  It  will  be  remembered 
by  those  who  were  here  last  year  that  the 
subject  .  of  a  standing  high-pressure  ser- 
vice was  somewhat  discussed,  and  the  re- 
marks of  M_.  Shaw,  or  the  report  of  the 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Lon- 
don, were  quoted  to  the  effect  that  there  never 
would  be  a  perfect  fire  system  for  London  until 
there  was  a  constant  high-pressure  service;  and 
the  question  of  the  Holly  system,  which  has  been 
found  to  work  so  wonderfully  in  Western  cities, 
and  has  lately  been  introduced  into  Rochester, 
which  is  now  said  to  be  the  best  protected  city 
from  fire  in  the  Union,  was  also  discussed,  with 
the  question  of  introducing  it  into  this  city,  so 
that  there  would  be  everywhere— and  if  not  every- 
where, certainly  in  the  most  densely  occupied 
sections  of  thecity — a  standing  high-pressure  ser- 
vice for  fire  purposes,  either  with  salt  or  fresh 
water,  whichever  might  be  deemed  expedient,  in- 
stead of  having  to  carry  the  engines  about  when 
a  fire  occurred.  In  reading  the  report  of  the 
Water  Board,  made  early  last  year,  I  also  find  that 
in  speaking  of  high-pressure  service,  they  say  the 
call  for  it  is  getting  to  be  very  great.  Now  then, 
while  we  have  a  Fire  commission,  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  should  je  an  endeavor — if  there  is  a 
better  system  ;  if  Mr.  Shaw,  the  chief -engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  London,  is  right;  if  the 
demand  for  this  high-pressure  service  is  increas- 
ing throughout  this  city,  and  if  the  necessity  for 
it  is  felt — it  would  seem  as  if,  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  go  around  with  large  engines  to  put 
out  fires,  it  would  he  better  that  the  water 
should  be  distributed  in  pipes  everywhere, 
so  that  it  could  be  reached  quicker  and  used 
with  more  efficiency  than  by  the  present 
system.  Therefore,  I  am  a  little  reluctant,  with- 
out any  investigation  into  this  very  great  subject, 
to  see  this  rushing  along  in  the  location  of  engine 
after  engine  all  over  the  city,  in  the  same  old  rut. 
I  remember  having  a  conversation  with  Post- 
master Burt,  who  said  he  had  in  the  present  Post 
Office  alarge  steam  engine  which  cost  si  mie  sTO.ooo, 
and  was  quite  capable  of  taking  care  of  quite 
a  large  part  of  the  city  without  even  an  application 
to  the  General  Government,  and  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  having  the  power  of  this  engine 
applied  to  the  water  pipes  in  that  vicinity,  and 
making  them  very  much  more  efficient  than  they 
are  with  these  locomotive  steam  engines.  Now, 
then,  while  we  have  the  street  pipes  and  hydrants, 
more  or  less  effective,  everywhere;  while  this  high- 
pressure  service  is  in  demand  and  increasing;  when 
we  know,  as  was  stated  i  u  the  minority  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment, that  in  the  city  of  Providence— our  near 
neighbor. which  has  only  a  pressure  of  seventy-five 
feet — the  engines  go  to  fires,  but  the  hoseme'n  put 
them  out  by  these  hydrants,  and  I  think  it  was 
stated  here,  or  certainly  it  was  made  apparent 
somehow,  that  a  large  number  of  streams,  twenty- 
five  I  believe,  were  thrown  over  the  tops  of  some 
of  the  largest  buildings  there,  without  the  use  of 
engines;  and  there  was  one  report  made 
to  the  City  Government  of  Providence,  show- 
ing the  almost  uselessness  of  engines  in  the 
presence  of  such  a  water  supply  as  they 
then  had,— now,  then,  when  we  are  spending  our 
millions  to  get  a  good  water  supply,— if  we  could 
have  a  high  pressure  throughout  the  city,  the 
number  of  engines  could  be  reduced  and  the  num- 
ber, of  hose  carriages  increased  at  a  very  much 
less  expense,— it  seems  to  me  that  now  is  the  time 
to  make  a  careful  consideration  of  this  very  great 
and  important  subject. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  take  it  that  we  should 
look  out  for  the  immediate  protection  of  thecity 
against  fire.  If  this  Government  were  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  introducing  the  Holly  sys- 
tem or  any  other  new  system,  it  would  fake  some 
time,  and'ii  it  were  deemed  efficient,  it  would  be  a 
great  while  before  it  could  be  put  into  operation. 
I  think  the  rule  ought  to  be  suspended  and  the 
contracts  for  the  buildings  made,  which  I  am 
well  assured  can  be  done  much  more  satisfactorily 
than  they  can  later,  and  we  should  not  wait  for 
the    Holly   system   to   get  here  five  or  ten   years 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  trouble  is  that  when 
you  go  on  increasing  engines,  and  pay  no  sort  of 
attention  to  the  best  policy  for  the  protection  of 
the  city,  you  fall  into  a  rut  and  perhaps  get  burnt 
up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  do  not  riso  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  a  suspension  of  the   rule.    But    I 
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do  appreciate  fully  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  this  high-pressure  system,  and  I  am 
very  glad  the  gentleman  has  again  brought  the 
subject  up.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
were  members  last  year,  that  the  question 
arose  as  to  locating  the  high-pressure  service 
upon  Parker  Hill,  which  is  now,  I  suppose,  in 
process  of  being  carried  out.  At  the  time  the 
City  Council  went  there,  their  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  there  was  another  hill, 
twenty -three  feet  higher,  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, which  might  Have  been  bought  at  con- 
siderably less  than  one-half  the  price;  and  that 
some  of  us — a  minority  of  the  Council — then  sug- 
gested the  idea  ;  and  that  some  of  us  /.-ere  green 
enough  to  suggest  that  a  fire  might  come  within  a 
few  days  or  weeks,  and  that  it  did  come  within  a 
few  days.  The  prediction  was  verified  within  a 
very  few  weeks,  while  if  the  high  pressure  had 
been  brought  to  bear,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars'  worth  of  property  might  have 
been  saved  by  the  use  Of  the  hydrants  that 
the  gentleman  refers  to.  But  no,  sir,  that 
could  not  be  done ;  the  pressure  was  there,  not  the 
high  pressure  of  water,  but  the  pressure  of  inter- 
ested parties.  And  another  pressure  is  being 
brought  to  bear  now  upon  this  City  Government 
with  regard  to  water— a  pressure  more  enormous 
than  the  other  was— and  it  is  time  for  us  to  hesi- 
tate, to  wait  and  look  about  us  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  expend  money  at  the  rate 
at  which  the  city  is  now  spending  it.  I 
merely  speak  of  that  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, to  show  that  when  these  expenditures 
are  called  to  our  attention,  that  we  should 
not  rush  them  through  in  haste,  should  take 
time  to  consider  them.  When  I. first  spoke  I  had 
in  my  mind  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  these  two 
propositions  there  was  another  to  build  an  engine 
house  where,  I  think,  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee believe  it  to  be  wholly  unnecessary— at  any 
rate,  that  it  is  not  necessarv  to  spend  s4o',000  for 


house  for  a  chemical  engine.  Although  the 
commissioners  have  passed  upon  all  these 
things  and  it  is  on  their  recommendation 
that  they  are  carried  through,  yet,  if  I 
am  correctly  informed,  the  committee  have  not 
reported  favorably  upon  the  third  project,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  unnecessary— at  any  rate,  at  the 
enormous  expense  which  is  proposed.  It  is  our 
duty  not  to  pass  hastily  upon  these  enormous  ex- 
penditures. The  history  of  the  past,  and  the 
predictions  for  the  future  with  regard  to  sup- 
plying the  city  with  water,  are  being  con- 
sidered by  the  people,  and  the  time  will  come 
when  the  people  will  call  meetings  in  Faneuil Hall, 
as  I  referred  to  the  other  night,  to  instruct  us  in 
regard  to  these  principles.  Here  are  facts  coming 
to  light  every  day  with  regard  to  this  vast  water 
question;  here  are  new  projects  coming  to  light 
to  show  that  with  half  the  expense  proposed  we 
can  get  twice  as  much  .water  as  is  need- 
ed for  thirty  or  forty  years.  Now,  sir, 
we  cannot  put  these  lacts  out  of  sight  if 
we  would.  But  I  merely  speak  of  this  as 
an  illustration  of  a  principle,  when  it  is  under- 
taken to  crowd  such  things  down  our  throats  and 
make  us  say  yes  when  a  great  question  is  to  come 
up  before  us.  I  should  hope  that  we  shall  hesitate 
long  before  we  adopt  these  unnecessary  expendi- 
tures. If  the  Holly  system  works  well  in  other 
cities,  why  may  we  not  consider  it  here  ?  and  why 
continue  in  the  old  ruts  when  there  is  new  light 
breaking  upon  us  every  day?  Let  us  look  a  little 
to  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  always  doing  that 
which  it  becomes  us  to  do  properly  and  without 
unnecessary  haste  in  our  deliberations. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  will  simply  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  these 
buildings  are  for  two  engines  already  in  the  de- 
partment. Engine  No.  22  occupies  a  temporary 
building,  for  which  the  city  is  paying  rent,  and 
when  the  building  for  No.'  3  is  completed  that 
property  will  come  into  the  market  to  be  sol  d. 
In  one  case  we  shall  stop  paying  rent  and  in  the 
other  we  shall  sell  property  which  will  command  a 
high  price  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  10— That  is  the  first  clear  rea- 
son given  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule.  If  it  is 
absolutely  clear  that  you  have  the  engines  and 
only  propose  to  change  them,  that  is  a  good  rea- 
son and  the  clearest  one  given  for  suspending  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Do  I  understand  from 
something  that  has  been  said  that  these  orders  do 
not  come  before  the  Council  with  the  approval  of 
the  committee  ? 


The  Chair— They  are  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  scheme  not  approved  by  the  com- 
mittee has  not  yet  been  reported. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  "gave  these  subjects  a  great  deal 
of  consideration,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  passage  of  the  orders  should  be 
recommended.  The  reason  given  by  my  friend 
from  Ward  14,  that  contracts  can  be'made  better 
now,  is  a  good  one.  The  plans  and  specifications 
are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, and  are  to  have  our  approval.  The 
committee  also  discussed  the  propriety  of  not  get- 
ting up  very  expensive  and  extensive  buiUlings, 
as  has  been  done  heretofore,  and  it  may  be  some 
time  before  the  work  will  begin. 

Mr,  Smith  of  Ward  10— I  am  on  the  Committee 
on  Fhe  Department,  and  we  have  given  these 
matters  considerable  attention.  For  one,  I  think 
it  is  very  important  that  the  work  should  be  in 
progress.  Two  or  three  reasons  have  already  been 
stated,  which,  to  my  mind,  are  abundant  evidence 
that  the  rule  should  be  suspended  anil  the  orders 
passed,  so  that  the  plans  can  be  arranged  and  the 
contracts  made  as  aooh  as  possible. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  orders  were 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

THE  WATER    QUESTION  ASSIGNED. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  resolve  and  order  for  taking  the  waters 
of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  city,  and  gave  notice  that  if  the 
motion  prevailed  he  would  then  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half -past  eight  o'cloek. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  the  pro- 
posed assignment  is  rather  near.  An  order  was 
introduced  last  week  looking  to  the  taking  of  a 
supply  of  water  from  Charles  River,  and  we  cer- 
tainly cannot  get  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
that  order  until  next  Thursday.  I  would  suggest 
whether  it  would  not  be"  better  to  make  the  assign- 
ment two  weeks  from  tonight,  so  that  we  can  ha  ye 
the  whole  question  before  us  when  we  take  this 
order  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  do  so  if  that 
would  be  the  end  of  the  matter,  but  I  fear  it  will 
not.  It  is  important  that  this  subject  should  be 
acted  upon.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  order  with  re- 
gard to  Charles  River  will  be  reported  on  next 
Thursday  evening— indeed,  I  have  that  from  the 
City  Engineer.  If,  at  that  time,  it  is  thought  fit 
to  further  postpone  this  order,  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  should  like  to  ask  some 
gentleman  familiar  with  the  subject  whether  the 
acceptance  of  the  act  and  the  passage  of  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  in  regard  to  the  new  Water  Board 
would  not  take  this  matter  entirely  from  our 
hands.  As  I  understand  it,  the  act  authorizes  the 
appointment  of  a  Water  Board  who  shall  be  the 
agents  of  the  city.  Perhaps  some  gentleman  can 
inform  me  of  the  fact  whether  that  board  is  to 
have  unrestricted  power,  or  whether  the  Council 
will  still  have  to  concur  in  and  authorize  their  ac- 
tion. The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ordi- 
nance has  not  yet  come  in,  though  I  understand  it 
will  soon.  If  it  be  the  case  that  the  new  board  is 
to  relieve  us  from  that  responsibility,  I  should 
hope  that  the  matter  might  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— As  I  understand  the  act, 
it  gives  the  authority  to  the  new  board  that  is  now 
exercised  by  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards.  I 
do  not  understand  that  we  are  to  surrender  the 
right  to  any  board  to  spend  money  to  the  extent 
contemplated  by  this  order  without  our  concur- 
rence. It  simply  gives  the  new  board  the  power 
now  exercised  by  the  two  boards. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  special- 
ly assigned  for  half -past  eight  o'clock  next  Thurs- 
day evening. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  submit  their 
annual  report  in  print;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  IS  inquired  if  it  was  custom- 
ary to  have  it  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Printing. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  replied  that  it  was  the 
customary  order  and  the  expense  has  always  been 
eharged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ASPHALT  WALKS  ON  THE  COMMON. 
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anil  Public  Squares  be  requited  to  examine  anil 
report  upon  the  reasons  which  have  caused  the 
destruction  of  so  many  trees  on  the  Common; 
and  al-o  to  inquire  a*  to  the  expediency  of  remov- 
ing the  asphalt  walks  now  existing  upon  the  Com- 
mon, and  believed  by  many  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  health  and  growth  of  forest  trees. 

Mr.  Perkins— My  object  in  offering  this  order 
tonight  is  this  :  There  is  a  very  wide-spread  feeling 
of  dissatisfaction  among  the*  people  of  Boston  in 
regard  to  Hie  matter  referred  to  in  that  order,  and 
1  consider  it  very  desirable  that  more  information 
should  be  disseminated  upon  the  subject  than 
can  now  be  obtained  by  the  citizens  at  large.  It 
is  a  fact,  sir,  that  the  trees  upon  the  Common  have 
been  dying  at  a  rate  which  many  people  do  not 
believe  is  necessary,  and  I  think  that  it  would  give 
very  great  satisfaction  to  many  citizens  to  know 
the  reasons  which  have  caused' this  decadence  of 
the  forest  trees ;— whether  it  is  to  be  laid  to  the 
laying  of  the  asphalt,  or  to  something  else.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  see  proper  to  pass  this  order,  and 
so  instruct  the  committee. 

The  order  was  passed. 

WATEB  FOB,  WEST    BOXBUBY. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following:. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Stan. liny  Committee  on 
Water  consider  ami  report  to  the  City  Council  at 
an  early  day  a  plan  for  supplying  the  Seventeenth 
Ward  with  water  for  fire  and  other  purposes. 

The  order  was  passed. 

CHANGE  IN  THE    RULES. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  section  17  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  Common  Council  be  amended  by  inserting 
in  the  sixth  line  of  the  pocket  edition,  after  the 
word  '■question,"  the  words  "if  no  objection  is 
made." 


Mr.  Brackett— The  rule  restricting  and  limiting 
members  to  speaking  twice  upon  a  question  was 
recommended  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  be- 
cause it  was  thought  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  abridge  debates  and,  thereby,  expedite 
the  business  of  the  Council.  This  is  the  rule  of 
the  .Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  and 
it  was  copied  from  the.  rules  of  that  body.  I 
do  not  know  how  it  works  there,  but  I  think  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  have  become  convinced  that 
it,  does  not  have  much  effect  here,  and  that 
members  are  allowed  to  speak  three  or  four 
times.  Unnecessary  interruptions  are  made, 
and  time  is  wasted  in  passing  votes  allow- 
ing members  to  speak.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  order  so  as  to  allow 
members  to  speak  more  than  twice  unless  objec- 
tion is  made.  Members  often  desire  to  speak  for 
a  moment  to  make  explanations.  If  the  section 
is  amended,  numbers  will  still  have  the  right  to 
object  to  a  member  speaking  after  the  second 
time. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ORDEB  TO  EMPLOY  DRAUGHTSMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  the  ordev 

authorizing  the  employment  of  draughtsmen  for 
service  in  the  Department  of  Public  Buildings,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  #3500  per  year,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Loring  moved  that  it  be  specially  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  evening  at  nine  o'clock.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  who 
thought  the  water  question  would  not  be  disposed 
of  by  that  hour,  Mr.  Loring  changed  the  hour  to 
a  quarter  past  eight  o'clock  and  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  lor  that  hour. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward,  16  the  Council, 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    11.    1874. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

JUBOBS    DBAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April  term 
of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  forty-three 
(second  set)  for  the  April  term  of  the  Superior 
Court,  First  Session. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Special  Police  Officers— Henry  McCoy  South 
Baptist  Church,  Broadway;  Bernard  Donegan, 
Evergreen  Cemetery;  James  F.  Clark,  Washing- 
ton street,  between  Palmer  and  Fustis;  Douglas 
Fegan,  Battery  wharf  and  its  vicinity;  Alexander 
W.  Cormack,  Union  Boathouse  ami  its  vicinity ; 
Asa  Freeman,  Cottage -street  Congregational  So- 
ciety, Ward  HI:  Andrew  Phelon,  India-street  mar- 
ket; Patrick  Magovern.  35  Hawkins  street  and 
its  vicinity;  Herman  1).  Bradt,  Austin  street, "West 
Roxbury ;  John  Coulter,  Harrison  Square. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— Edward  Seaver. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Member  of  Commission  on  Revision  of  the  City 
Charter — Lemuel  Shaw,  vice  Hon.  Charles  Allen, 
resigned. 

Sent  down. 

OBDEB  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  location  of  a  turnout  on 
Sumner  street,  near  Havre  street,  came  up  by 
special  assignment  for  a  hearing,  but  there  wa's 
no  objection  offered  to  the  petition  and  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

PETITIONS  EEFEEBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  D, 
Fourth  Battalion  Infantry,  for  an  allowance  of 
§100  for  finishing  the  furnishing  of    their   armory. 

To  the,  Committee  on  streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Richardson,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  in  widening  Warren  street. 

Tothe  Committee  on  Police.  Joseph  H.  Allen 
et  al.,  residents  of  Washington  Village,  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  night  police  in  that  locality. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  John  M.  Brooks, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  done  to  his  place  on  East 
street  (Ward  10)  by  excavation  and  blastings  in 
pursuance  of  orders  by  the  City  Government. 

To  the  Committee  on  Count  i/  Buildings.  Mar- 
shal P.  Wilder  et  al.,  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House.  It  is 
conceded,  they  said,  that  the  present  building 
is  inadequate,  and  that  no  serious  opposition  has 
been  made  to  the  proposal  to  build.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  valuation  of  real  estate-  in  desirable 
situations  was  less  than  it  probably  would  "be  in  a 
few  years,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  sound 
economy  therefore  if  the  city  avail  itself  of  the 
present  opportunity.  The  petitioners  represent 
that  in  the  square  bounded  bv  Bowdoin,  Beacon 
and  Somerset  streets  and  Ashburton  place,  a  site 
could  be  obtained  suitable  in  all  respects,  and 
though  they  might  individually  prefer  other  sites 
they  unite  in  the  opinion  that  the  selection  of  that 
site  would  prove  satisfactory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sn rrr i/  a n rl  I n spec! ion ■  of 
Buildings.  Mary  A.  Cook,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  situated  on  Michigan  avenue 
(Ward  16). 

To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  O.  F.  Desbon, 
for  a  modification  of  the  ordinance  lelating  to  fire- 
arms, so  that  persons  living  in  the  surburban 
wards  may  use  and  discharge  them. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Lydia  Gilling- 
hani  et  al.,  for  a,  suitable   lamp  in    Osborne   place. 


Jr.,  et  al.,  that  the  Falrfiehl-street  sewer  be  ex-- 
tended  across  Beacon  street  to  tidewater. 

David  Woodside  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Condor 
street. 

John  Goldthwait  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton square,  from  Beb  h°r's  lane  to  Oliver  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  M.Johnson,  for  leave  to  construct 
the  cellar  at  46  and  48  Congress  street  below  grade. 


John  J.  Merrill  and  Parker  Bryant,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  boarding  and  liverv  stable,  two  stories 
of  brick,  for  fifty  horses,  with  one  story  of  wood 
for  carriages  in  the  rear,  on  land  of  F.  F.  Merrill 
on  Warren  street,  opposite  Metropolitan  stable, 
Ward  14. 

G.  H.  Mosely,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  sixteen  horses  on  Island  street. 

Norcross  Brothers,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  horses  on  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  Clarendon  streets,  while  build- 
ing the  church. 

George  Martin,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  court  in  rear  of  160  and  162 
H  street. 

Daniel  A.  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Boylston  avenue,  near 
Green  street,  Ward  17. 

Benjamin  Bobbins,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable' for  eighty  horses  on  Fulton  street,  corner 
of  Cross  street. 

Timothy  O'Regan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Paris  street,  between  Por- 
ter and  Marion  streets,  westerly  side. 

James  A.  Munroe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Foster  street,  near  South 
street,  Ward  19. 

Thomas  C.  Pratt  &  Co.  remonstrance  against 
erection  uf  a  stable  on  Laurel  street. 

Mary  A.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  three  horses  on  Michigan  avenue,  Ward  16. 
To  the  Committee  on  Paving.    William  0.  Lin- 
coln, to  be  paid  for  grade    damages    on    Green 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Reed,  Bros  &  Sawin  et  al.,  that  edgestones 
he  set  and  gutters  paved  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Canal  street,  from  Richmond  street  to  South  Eden 
street,  Charlestown ;  also  on  the  unfinished  part 
of  Eden  street. 

Joseph  Dorr,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  60 
Alpine  street. 

Gustave  Durback  et  al.,  that  Rockland  street 
(Ward  17)  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

B.  E.  Crosby  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp 
post  in  sidewalk  of  Tu  Beach  street. 

J.  &  P.  Dyer  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street,  between  C 
and  E  streets,  be  put  in  order  and  graded  or 
paved. 

Benjamin  Brackett  it  a/.,  remonstrance  against 
change  of  name  of  Washington   street  (Roxbury). 

James  M.  Stone  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  and  cross- 
ings from  Boylston  station  to  Walnut  avenue. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  for  permis- 
sion to  connect  its  car-houses  on  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Warren  street  with  the  main  tracks  in  said 
streets. 

F.  S.  Atkins,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar-way 
in  sidewalK  on  Elm  street,  Charlestown. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a 
track  for  Ircight  purposes  across  Foundry  street, 
iu  South  Boston. 

A.J.Osgood  et  al.,  that  gutters  be  paved  and 
edgestones  set  on  Richmond  street,  Charlestown. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 


Order   to   pay  Mary  Dimmock  $823  no,  for  land 

Maga 
<  Irder  to  pav  the  Central  Wharf    and  Wet  Dock 


damages  on  Magazine  street.    Passed. 


Corporations;;,7!  .lino,  for  a  sewer  through  said  wharf, 
on  account  of  Atlantic-avenue  improvement. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Board  of  Assessors  to  sell  certain  old 
record  books  containing  the  names  of  owners  and 
assessed  values  of  estates  in  this  city.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  si  t  edge- 
stones and  lav  sidewalks  on  Mill  street,  Charles- 
town, at  an  estimate'   expense   of    §1300.     Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay  side- 
walks mi  Tremont  street,  from  Kendall  to  Ham- 
mond street,  and  on  southerly  side  of  Kendall 
street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade  St. 
James  street,  between  Kegentstreet  and  Danfortb 
place,  tit  an  estimated  cost  of  $1000.     Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Union  street,  from  Dock  square  to  Haymarket 
square,  with  small  giauii"  blocks,  at.  an  estimated 
cost  of  §12,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Alford  street,  from  Main  street  to  Maiden  Bridge, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  §10,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  print,  .woo 
copies  of  his  Annual  Report  for  gem ral  distribu- 
tion.   Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones and  pave  sidewalks  on  west  side  of  Warren 
street,  from  Buena  Vista  avenue  to  Rockland 
street.    Passed. 
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Order  to  establish  a  grade  for  Newbem.  street, 
near  Weston  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Xewbern  street  in  accordance 
with  above  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
3600.    Passed. 

Order  to  approve  armory  of  Company  K,  Ninth 
Infantry,  at  143  Broadway.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Metropolitan  Railroad  Compa- 
ny to  pave  their  track-*  on  Union  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  pave  their  tracks  on  Union  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  on  Bower  street,  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  gutters  on  Madison  square,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Henry  Poor  &  Son  to  extend  a 
shafting  across  Matthews  street,  on  certain  condi- 
tions.   Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fill  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  near  Glen-road  street,  to  its  full  width, 
and  to  grade  the  sidewalks,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $500.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  Walworth  Manufacturing 
Company  to  lay  a  pipe  under  Hawley  street,  for 
shafting  purposes,  upon  certain  conditions. 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  South  Boston  Radroad  Com- 
pany to  pave  its  tracks  on  Broadway,  from  H  to 
Dorchester  street,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  on  West  and  Beacham  streets,  Charlestown. 
Passed. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract 
with  James  O.  Young  for  collection  and  removal 
of  house  offal  at  East  Boston ,  for  $3000  per  annum ; 
and  with  Artemas  Winchester  for  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  West  Roxbury,  for 
$1500  per  annum.    Severally  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOVER-STREET  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  being  the  order  to  al- 
low the  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge 
$300  for  extra  assistants.  The  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power— When  this  question  was  up 
last  Monday  I  stated  that  I  could  see  no  good 
reason  why  this  salary  should  be  raised.  Compar- 
isons were  drawn  between  his  labors  and  those  of 
other  superintendents,  and  it  was  said  he  ought 
to  have  as  much  as  the  Superintendent  of  Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge.  I  stated  that  there 
was  no  reason  why  he  should  have  as  large  a  sala- 
ry as  the  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Washington 
avenue  Bridge,  for  I  did  not  believe  he  had 
half  the  amount  of  business  to  attend  to  that  that 
Superintendent  has.  Of  course  the  amount  of 
labor  is  governed  by  the  number  of  vessels  pass- 
ing through  the  draw.  I  stated  that,  in  my 
opinion,  twice  the  number  of  vessels  passed 
through  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge  that 
there  was  through  Dover-street  Bridge.  I  have 
the  exact  figures  with  me.  The  number  of  vessels 
which  passed  through  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
Bridge  last  year  was  13,122,  while  the  number 
which  went  through  Dover-street  Bridge  was  only 
6844,  which  shows  conclusively  that  I  was 
readily  perceive  that 
Washington  ■  avenue 
Bridge  have  twice  as  much  labor  to  perform  as 
the  other.  I  went  on  to  Dover-street  Bridge  and 
saw  the  draw  turned,  and  I  know  I  can  turn  it 
with  one  hand,  although  I  have  no  doubt  it  might 
require  four  hands  when  worked  by  persons 
seventy  years  of  age.  The  reason  it  works  as 
hard  as  it  does  is  owing  mostly  to  the  fact  that 
the  Committee  on  Bridges  have  been  some- 
what remiss  in  their  duties  and  allowed  the 
bridge  to  remain  in  that  condition  for  some  time. 
In  order  to  work  this  bridge,  forty  tons  of  stone 
have  got  to  be  placed  upon  it,  which  should  not  be 
done.  Consequently,  when  some  repairs,  which 
must  be  done,  are  completed,  that  trouble  will  not 
exist;  there  is  only  a  temporary  necessity  for  so 
much  strength  in  turning  the  draw.    I  have  uoth- 


why  his  salary 
should  be  raised;  he  is  an  honest  man,  and 
does  his  duties  as  well  as  he  knows  how, 
but  they  are  not  performed  in  a  manner  as  satis- 
factory to  the  people  who  use  that  bridge  as  if 
they  were  performed  in  a  more  gentlemanly  way. 
It  costs  nothing  to  be  civil.  I  am  informed  by 
people  who  live  in  South  Boston  and  work  in  the 
shops   in   the   city   proper,  and   by   people  who 


live  in  Boston  and  work  in  shops  in 
South  Bostoii  —  all  of  whom  have  to  'cross 
there  twice  a  day  —  that  the  bridge  is 
hurried  off  and  not  allowed  to  wait  a 
minute.  In  some  of  those  shops,  if  a  man  is  a 
minute  late  he  is  docked  a  quarter  of  a  day.  All 
this  might  be  avoided  if  the  Superintendent  mani- 
fested a' little  spirit  of  accommodation,  and  the 
duties  would  be  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
everybody.  The  reason  for  this  increase,  if  any 
exists,  is  the  extreme  age  of  the  Super- 
intendent; the  man  is  too  old",  but  his  son  is  well 
able  to  turn  off  the  draw.  No  assistance  is  hired, 
and  none  will  be  *  so  there  is  no  reason  for  in- 
creasing this  salary  unless  you  want  to  go  into 
a  general  revision  of  the  salary  question.  I 
do  not  see  why  this  Superintendent  should 
have  his  salary  raised  any  more  than  any  other. 
Alderman  Cutter— I  have  but  a  few  words  to 
say,  but  what  I  say  will  be  with  no  bias  of  feeling 
against  this  Superintendent.  I  do  not  own  a  horse 
and  never  had  the  gate  shut  in  my  face  there,  and 
therefore  am  free  from  any  bias.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  has  undertaken  to  argue  this 
case  by  flinging  at  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
who  he  says  have  been  remiss  in  their  duties, 
and  that  is  the  reason  Dover-street  bridge  turns 
harder  than  others.  I  do  not  desire  to  argue  any 
case  by  flinging  at  a  committee  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to "  be  a  member,  The  Alderman 
belongs  to  that  committee,  and  did  last 
year,  and  he,  too,  must  bear  his  share  in  the 
negligence  if  there  be  any.  We  put  the  bridge  in 
order,  hut  there  is  a  gentleman  in  South  Boston 
who  owned  a  tug  boat  and  employed  a  captain, 
who,  every  bridge  superintendent  in  that  locality 
said,  did  more  harm  than  any  one  else,  and  all  be- 
cause he  was  backed  up  by  influence  at  the  City 
Hall.  He  went  through  that  bridge  and  smashed 
it,  and  that  honest  agent  came  up  here  and  told 
how  it  was  done.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  pay  from 
the  party  who  smashed  the  bridge,  but  they 
brought  up  certain  evidence  and  the  City  So- 
licitor said  we  could  not  obtain  a  verdict  if  we 
went  before  a  jury,  and  we  lost  $700  or  $800, 
which  he  would  have  paid  if  he  had  been  an  hon- 
orable citizen.  Because  this  honest  agent 
came  up  here  and  told  how  that  was  done,  they 
have  pursued  him.  The  gentleman  opposite  says 
the  committee  are  remiss ;  if  they  are,  he  is  remiss 
himself,  for  he  is  a  member  of  that  committee.  He 
ought  not  to  fling  at  that  honest  age^t  of  the  city 
because  of  his  age.  That  Superintendent  is 
very  little  older  than  he  was  two  month.?  ago, 
when  he  was  renominated,  and  the  gentleman 
labored  to  secure  it.  He  has  $1400  now  and  the 
committee  propose  to  give  him  $1700.  I  say  his 
duties  are  more  arduous  than  those  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Federal-street  Bridge,  because 
he  has  a  railroad  passing  there,  with  two 
hundred  trains  a  day,  which  annoy  him  more  than 
all  the  vessels.  The  Superintendent  of  Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge  can  let  two  vessels 
through  by  once  turning  the  draw  off,  but  that 
cannot  be  done  on  Dover-street  Bridge;  he 
might  pass  double  the  number  of  vessels  through 
and  turn  off  the  draw  only  half  the  number  of 
times.  I  onlv  want  justice  to  be  done  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  know  this  Superintendent  to  be  an  honora- 
ble, honest  and  faithful  agent  of  the  city.  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  be  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridges  since  1871,  and  I  have  always  found 
him  honest  and  not  afraid  to  testify  to  the  truth, 
even  if  it  were  against  citizens  of  South  Boston. 
I  apprehend  that  the  gentleman's  acrimony  is  not 
against  the  Superintendent's  auc,  honesty  or  abili- 
ity  to  turn  that  draw  off,  but  that  he  has  shut  the 
gate  in  that  man's  horse's  face  some  time,  when 
he  did  not  want  him  to. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  astonished  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  is  so  hard  put  for  an  argu- 
ment. I  did  not  think  he  would  resort  to  any 
such  means  to  gain  his  point  as  to  intimate  that 
my  opposition  to  the  increase  of  this  draw  tender's 
salary  is  because  he  shut  the  gate  in  my  face 
some  time.  You  can  understand  my  acri- 
mony, when  I  have  defended  him  for  two 
years  against  two  hundred  applicants  for 
this  position.  That  is  what  I  have  done  during 
the  two  years  I  have  been  on  the  Committee  on 
Bridges.  Then  he  speaks  of  the  influence  of  per- 
sons who  are  interested  in  tug  boats.  I  would 
state  that  when  this  matter  first  came  up  here 
there  had  been  no  time  for  anybody  to  speak  to 
me  about  it,  and  I  say  here  that  nobody  has  spoken 
to  me  about  it.  Others,  like  myself,  supposed 
that  the  Salary  bill  was  fixed  for  'this  year,  and 
that  that   question    was  'settled.    Then*  in   rela- 
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tipn  to-  that  great  damage,  there  was  some  one 

hundred  dollars  damage  dour,  instead  of  seven  or 

eight   hundred    dollars,    by   this   tug   boat.      Ill 

relation  to  the  renomination  of  this  gentleman, 

I  stated  before  that  I  have   defended  him  for  two 

years;   I  voted  for  him,  and  tried  to  secure  his 

nomination,  because  I  thong  lit  he  was  the  best  of 

the  many  applicants  we  had  before  us 

tinmen  on  the  ^nominating  committee 

understand  my  pr   '" 

about  tins  Superin 

salary  is  as  large  as  that  paid  to 

tender,  when  compared  with  the 

perform.     The    Old    Colony   R 

have  nothing  to  do  with  his  < 


:en- 
well 

and  what  I  had  to  say 
at  that  time.  I  say  the 
id  to  any  other  bridge 
h  the  duties  he  has  to 
Company 
hev  have 


thei 


.  shut  them,  and'  they 
abor  of  the  Super- 


is  to 


ates  to  open, 
haye  nothing  to  do  with 
iuteiulent.  As  1  said  before,  he  has 
assist  him;  no  other  assistance  will  be  hired,  and 
the  sons  will  be  glad  to  continue  as  at  present. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  a  person  of  his  age,  sixty- 
five  Or  seventy  years,  should  not  be  able  to  turn 
off  that  draw,  but  it  is  no  reflection  upon  him  to 
say  so. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  supposed  that  the  gentle- 
inan  knew  the  Suporiniendent's  age,  but  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  he  was  not  more  than  tif  ty- 
ftve  it  would  not  surprise  me  at  all. 

Alderman  Hall— We  have  ju<t  fixed  the  Salary 
bill,  and  now  at  this  late  hour'this  Superintendent 
comes  in  and  asks  for  an  increase  of  salary.  He 
alreadv  receives  S1400  a  year,  and  was  very 
anxious     for      the     situation      at      that.        He 


his    he 


vorth    from  rivet 

o  eight 

bund 

hat  draw  on    an 
nan  of  sixty-five 
renerosity,  and'  ] 

d   oft', 

'  like't! 

%l'n 

lolla 


ear. 


Jthe 


is  all 


ceives  a  percentage  for  piloting  v< 
Is  not  that  a  tact'.'  I  think  his  sa 
he  earn*  and  we  ought  not  to  give  him  more. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  law  does  not  allow  him  a 
percentage  for  piloting  vessel-  through.  He  has 
to  employ  his  sons  with  this  81400,  and  when  other 
superintendents  have  had  their  salaries  raised 
this  one  has  not.  So  this  increase  is  due  him,  if 
yon  treat  hiin  as  you  did  the  others.  The  salary  of 
the  Snj.  rintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge 
was  increased  from  $1800  to  s:;ouO;  that 
of  the  Broadway  Bridge  tender  has  been  raised, 
but  this  one  has  not.  If  he  had  desired  an  in- 
crease three  years  ago  he  would  have  got  it,  but 
he  did  not  so  express  himself  Now  he  thinks  he1 
needs  additional  1  elp,  and  asks  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  to  aid  hie,  which  they  have  reported  in 
favor  of  doing. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  this  sal- 
ary  question  is  an  important  matter.  A  few  days 
ago  ue  a.  ted  upon  that  matter  ami  established 
the  -at. ue-  lor  the  present  year,  as  1  had  suppos- 
ed. 1  do  ,„,t  know  how  many  more  salaries  ot- 
to raise,  hut  I  think  thcMnatter  should  remain  as 
it  is  for  the  present  year.  We  ought  to  establish 
salaries  tor  a  year  and  let  them  remain,  and  I 
hope  this  increase  will  not  be  voted  to  this  Super- 
intendent. 

Alderman  Cutter— One  word  in  response  to  what 
the  gentleman  from  u  aid  10  said  about  the  house. 
That,  bon-,  is 
nor  doe- the: 
bunks  in  tlun 
rent  in  its  pre 
would  not  rei 
It  might  brin 

Alderman 

myself  very  o 

at  the  wmdo\ 

man  know  th 

Alderman  C 

Alderman  I 
houSe  out  of 
isinthchabi 
for  which  hi 


He  merely 
would  not 
repaired    it 


md  I  hav< 
he  day  th 


do   that 
pretty  g< 


Alderman  Cutter  called 
the  passage  of  the  order,  : 
7,  nays  5,  as  follows:- 


he  has  a 
that  Is   a 


<  Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Har- 
ris. Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington—  7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote;  made  by  Alderman  Cutter,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost. 

,    ,        PAPERS   FROM.  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  \y.  C.  M.  Downing,.  C.  Fowler  & 
Son  and  C.  L.  Lothrop.    Referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  altei  ations  to  be  made  in  the 
Charlestou  n  City  Hall  to  aecoommodate  a  branch 
of  the  Public  Library,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1500.    Passed.    . 

■  Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Nathaniel  rushing  to  be  paid  for  person- 
al injuries  received  on  Bartlett  .street.  Oharles- 
towai,:  ^Accepted. 

-  Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Haley  cv  Morse  for  removal  of  certain  re- 
strictions from  land  on  Warwick  street.  |  Accept- 
ed;     ■ 

j  Order  for  Coehituate  Water  Board  to  submit 
their  Annual  Report  in  print.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  exam- 
ine and  report  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the 
trees  on  Boston  Common,  and, upon  the   propriety 

■  cirdei  loi'  Committee  on  Water  to  devise  some 
plan  for  supplying  Ward  17  with  water  for  extin- 
guishment  of    fires,    and   for,  other     purposes. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
lot  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Dartmouth  street, 
and  the  erection  thereon  of  an  engine  house  for 
Engine  'i-',  at  an  estimated  cost  fo'  'and  and  build- 
ing of  .sln.ooo.    order  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
lot  of  la.ad.  near,  Dover  street,  and  the  erection 
thereon  of  an  engine  house  for  Engine  3,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  .for  land  and  building  of  *46,000. 
Order  passed.  ■ 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Harbor  in  regard  to 
the  talcing  of  gravel  from  Long  Island.  Placed 
on  file. 

Olxler  authorizing  not. exceeding  S150  to  be  ex- 
pended in  furnishing  armory  of  Company  F,  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  Al.  \  ,  Al.,  at  the  corner  of 
Warren  and  Palmer  streets.  Passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0.        . 

DECORATION    DAV . 

!  Order  to  allow  .*200  to  ea 
towards  the  expenses  of 
up,  with  an  amendment  in 
Army  and  Navy  Veteran  C 

The  question'was  upon  c 

Alderman   Power  —  I   h 


of  the  G.  A.  R., 
ition  Dav,  came 
;  the  X.  P.  Banks 


i  Board  will  not 
concur  in  the  amendment  which  comes  from  the 
Common  Council.  When  this  question  of  allow- 
ing- this  money  came  up  in  this  Board,  the  gentle- 
man opposite  (Alderman  Cutter)  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation of  $200  for  each  post.  Some  of  the 
evils  that  he  apprehended  and  alluded  to  are.  it 
seems  to  me,  already  coming  upon  us.  While  I 
agree  that  this  custom  of  strewing  flowers 
npon  the  graves  of  the  dead  is  the  most 
beautiful  mode  of  expressing  our  sorrow, 
and  is  the  most  tender  tribute  of  remein* 
brahceto  those  who  perished  in  their  efforts  to 
save  this  country,  yet  I  doubt  very  much  the 
propriety  of  this  City  Government  going  on  in  this 
maimer,  and  spending-  the  public,  money  in  this 
way;     but,  as  this  Board  has  for  several  years 

not  propose  to  comment  on  that,  for  it  has  passed. 
But  I  do.  wish  to  protest  against  carrying  it 
any   further.      Here    are.     men    who     belong    to 
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the  Common  Council  through  ignorance,  and  it  it 
goes  back  there  again  it  will  be  opposed.  The 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order  did  not 
pretend  to  know  anything  about  it.  There 
ought  to  be  some  limit  put  upon  this,  or  you  do 
not  know  where  you  will  go,  or  how  much  of  the 
city's  money  you* will  be  called  upon  to  spend.  I 
thought  the  gentleman  opposite  had  a  great  deal 
of  courage  to  get  up  here  and  try  to  cut  down  the 
amount  to  be  allowed;  still,  it  has  got  to  be 
done  sometime.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of 
courage  to  say  how  far  we  shall  go.  Our 
taxes  are  increasing  immensely,  and  you 
all  know  the  need  we  hare  of  money  for  pressing 
public  necessities,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  occa- 
sion for  this  appropriation.  Every  regiment  that 
went  from  here  to  the  war  has  some  kind 
of  an  organization  among  those  who  re- 
main, and  if  you  go  on  in  this  way  every 
such  regimental  organization  will  have  just 
as  good  a  right  to  this  appropriation  every 
year  as  any  one  else.  Members  of  the  posts  have 
informed  me  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
amendment.  The  corps  has  a  membership  of  two 
hundred  persons,  and  of  course  if  it  is  published 
that  we  are  going  to  give  two  hundred  dollars 
to  every  new  one,  they  will  keep  on  organizing 
them.  Therefore  I  think  gentlemen  will  see  the 
necessity  of  looking  into  this  matter.  I  cer- 
tainly think  we  should  not  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment from  the  Council.  It  passed  the  Council 
through  the  prestige  of  having  been  sanctioned  by 
the  city  of  Charlestown ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why 


why  it  should  be  defeated  here,  and  no  doubt 
members  of  this  board  can  find  more,  and  good 
and  substantial  ones.  I  hope  the  Board  will  hesi- 
tate before  they  concur  in  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Emery— I  introduced  the  original  or- 
der for  the  contribution  of  £200  to  the  different 
organizations  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
which  passed  this  Board,  and  I  think  this  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Common  Council  should  be  con- 
curred in.  This  N. P. Banks  Army  and  Xavy  Veteran 
Corps,  I  understand,  is  substantially  the  same  sort 
of  organization  as  the  Grand  Army,  although  op- 
erating without  a  charter.  I  think  it  should  be 
treated  as  the  others  are  treated.  The  time  has 
not  yet  arrived  when  we  should  do  away  entirely 

itti  these   memorial   services,  but   I  agree  with 


I  have  no  doubt  but  that  before  many 
years  it  will  be  done  away  with.  As  to  the  great 
amount  of  cheating,  if  you  so  term  it,  that  is  done 
in  connection  with  it,  I  am  not  aware  of  anything 
of  that  kind.  I  dare  say  that  many  people  belong 
to  the  organization  for  the  purpose  of  participating 
in  the  ceremonies  of  Decoration  Day.  As  to  the 
Veteran  Corps,  I  understand  that  organization 
has  been  in  existence  some  three  or  four  years, 
and  that  they  have  always  had  contributions  from 
the  city  of  C'harlestown,  the  same  as  the  Grand 
Army  posts  of  that  district.  If  that  is  the  case,  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  proscribe  them.  I 
suppose  this  custom  of  making  appropriatioi.s  for 
this  object  will  not  last  many  years  longer, 
but  I  think  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  they  should  be  cut  off  from  the  al 
lowance  that  has  been  heretofore  made.  I  pre- 
sume every  gentleman  around  the  Board  under- 
stands this  matter  fully  as  well  as  myself,  or  the 
gentleman  on  my  right,  and  what  the  object  of 
this  appropriation  has  been,  and  I  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  any  extended  remarks  should  be  made, 
except  to  gratify  those  who  are  to  speak. 

Alderman  "YVorthington— If  I  understand  the  ob- 
ject of  this  appropriation,  it  is  to  purchase  flowers 
for  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  soldiers.  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that  each  post 
has  a  certain  number  of  graves  to  decorate.  If 
the  posts  in  Charlestown  have  had  assigned 
to  them  all  the  graves  in  Charlestown,  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  appropriate 
additional  money  for  this  object ;  but  if 
they  have  not,- and,  if  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps 
have  a  certain  number  of  graves  to  decorate,  in- 
dependently from  the  others,  then  we  should  give 
them  this  nionev.  They  are  just  as  much  entitled 
to  it  as  either  of  the  others.  I  would  like  to  know 
how  far  this  thing  goes,  whether  we  are  pay- 
ing them  money  that  is  used  outside  of  the  pur- 
chase of  flowers'.  It  is  a  very  important  thing  for 
us  to  appropriate  thousands  of  dollars  for  Decora- 
tion Day,  as  we  do.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
the  money  for  it.  We  should  maintain  our  love 
for  the  fallen  soldiers  and  renew  it  in  this  way  ev- 


ery year,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  money  for  that 
purpose,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  give  each  society 
S200,and  have  them  spend  it  as  they  choose,  and  not 
use  it  for  the  decoration  ceremonies.  If  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  decoration  of  graves,  as 
the  gentleman  says,  then  we  should  give  no  money 
to  the  X.  P.  Banks  Corps ;  but  if  they  have  graves 
to  decorate  independently  of  the  others,  then  I 
think  we  should  give  them  the  money. 

Alderman  Power — I  get  my  information  from  a 
member  of  one  of  the  best  posts,  that  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  give  a  certain  number  of  graves  to  each 
post,  and  that  all  the    graves  in  this  city  and  its 


corps  goes  to  decorate  any  graves  they  will  go 
as  members  of  other  organizations.  The 
duties  have  all  been  assigned  by  the  head 
of  the  posts;  the  whole  ground  has  been  covered, 
and  without  including  the  X.  P.  Banks  Corps.  I 
get  my  information  from  members  of  other  posts, 
and  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  become  familiar 
with  the  subject.  I  know  some  of  the  members 
of  the  X.  P.  Banks  Corps;  am  acquainted  with 
the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve he  lives  in  Ward  5,  Boston — I  allude  to  Ma- 
jor Mahan— and  he  represented  "Waro.  5  in  the 
Common  Council  laat  year.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  members  of  this  corps  are  also  mernr 
bers  of  different  posts. 

Alderman  Woi  tlnngton— The  gentleman's  in- 
formation comes  from  members  of  the  posts.  I 
want  some  information  from  the  members  of  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps.  I  have  been  informed  that 
they  have  had  money  from  the  city  of  Charles- 
town and  have  decorated  graves  with  it.  If 
they  have,  they  should  have  this  money; 
if  not,  they  should  not  have  it.  I  think  we  are 
not  ready  to  vote  for  it  today.  I  do  not  want  to 
hear  repeated  the  jealousies  of  members  of  the 
different  organizations,  which  it  is  evident  they 
have.  There  are  as  many  piques  in  every  commu- 
nity as  there  are  voters,  and  it  is  natural  that  they 
should  get  into  the  posts.  I  hope  we  shall  not 
vote  upon  this  matter  today. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
X.  P.  Banks  Corps  do  not  intend  to  decorate  any 
graves;  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  them,  or  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands,  or  myself ,  from 
doing  so,  if  we  see  fit.  Neither  do  I  get  my  infor- 
mation wholly  from  one  side  or  the  other.  1  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  conflicting  sentiment 
in  Charlestown  on  the  subject.  But  I  do  say  the 
existing  posts  can  decorate  the  graves  just  as  well 
as  if  this  sum  of  S200  is  not  voted  to  the  X.  P. 
Banks  Army  and  Xavy  Veteran  Corps. 

Alderman*  Peters — My  belief  is  that  the  labors 
and  services  of  the  soldiers  who  went  to  the  war 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  but  I  believe  the  city 
might  just  as  well  vote  money  to  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  committees  as  to  the  posts. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  reflecting  upon  the  X.  P.  Banks  Corps,  or 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  other  or- 
ganization. But  it  will  not  be  surprising  if 
this  annual  premium  of  $200  is  held  out, 
that  the  number  of  posts  will  increase. 
The  difficulty  of  jealousness  we  shall  al- 
ways incur;  they  are  no  more  free  from 
that  than  any  others  are.  Ambitious  people  in 
other  organizations  have  branched  off  and  formed 
this  one,  I  suppose.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
so  in  this  case,  but  it  is  likely  to  follow  if  it  is 
known  than  the  city  of  Boston  will  give  §200  to 
each  post  every  year;  that  would  be  a  stimulous 
for  the  forming  of  other  organizations. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  topic.  The  members  of  this  corps  happen 
to  he  residents  of  the  district  which  I  represent. 
There  are  ro  jealousies  that  I  know  of  between 
the  posts  there  and  this  veteran  corps.  Last  year 
our- City  Government  were  asked  for  money  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  must  say  they  endeavored  to 
exercise  as  scrutinizing  an  economy  over  this 
appropriatioa  for  the  soldiers  as  could  be 
done.  The  result  of  their  action  was  to  give 
it  to  each  of  the  posts  of  the  Grand 
Army  and  also  to  this  X.  P.Banks  Army  andXavv 
Veteran  Corps.  Xow,  as  Charlestown  has  recently 
been  annexed  to  this  ciiy,  I  hope  that,  at  least  for 
this  year,  there  will  be  no  departure  from  what 
our  city  did  last  year.  I  believe  there  is  good  rea- 
son for  it— that  is,  if  we  see  fit  to  appro- 
priate money  for  any  of  the  posts.  They 
are  honorably  discharged  soldiers  who  have 
formed  this  distinct  association  ;  their  object  is  a 
charitable  one— to  do  what  thev  can  to  assist  the 
needy.    For  my  part,  while  this  Custom  is  contin- 
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ued,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  d 
made,  and  I  therefore  hope 
be  adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  savs  he  has  the  honor  to  represent  the 
Charlestown  District,  whether  the  City  Govern- 
ment there  gave  this  organization  any  money  last 
vear. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  already  said  distinctly 
that  they  did. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  been  informed, 
since  I  was  up  last,  that  they  have  two  posts  and 
this  organization  there;  that  the  three  cemeteries 
in  Charlestown  are  decorated  by  the  posts,  and 
that  the  X.  P.  Banks  Veteran  Corps  has  charge  of 
the  decoration  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  and  the 
money  we  appropriate  for  them  will  be  used 
there. 

Alderma  nStebbins—  I  was  intending  to  vote  for 
this  amendment  until  I  heard  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  The  statute 
provides  that  monev  maybe  appropriated  to  deco- 
rate graves  within  the  limits  of  the  city  or  town 
where  the  appropriation  is  made.  We  certainly 
cannot  go  outside  of  the  city  limits. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  greater  proportion  of  soldiers'  graves  in 
Charlestown  than  there  is  in  South  Boston.  At 
any  rate,  there  is  a  population  in  South  Boston 
of 'between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand,  while  the 
population  of  '  Charlestown  is  about  thirty 
thousand.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
at  the  close  of  the  war  South  Boston  possessed 
pioportionablv  a  large  number  over  Charlestown. 
Now,  there  are  but  two  posts  in  South  Boston  and 
the  mnutr.t  of  money  is  considered  amply  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  there.  And  yet,  you  propose 
to  give  money  to  three  -different  bodies  in 
Charlestown,  and  only  to  two  in  South  Bos- 
ten.  If  S400  is  sufficient  for  South  Boston 
it  must  be  for  Charlestown.  They  were 
as  patriotic  on  this  side  of  the  river  as  on  that, 
and  as  many  went  to  the  war  from  here  as  there. 
But,  as  I  said  before,  the  question  is,  Where  are 
you  going  to  stop?  If  you  are  going  to  encourage 
this  sort  of  thing,  there  is  no  em!  of  the  money 
you  must  pay.  If  you  offer  this  annual 
premium  for  new  organizations,  there  is 
no  reason  why  every  regimental  association  shall 
not  claim  its  share  with  the  rest.  The  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order  says  he  supposes  the  time  is 
drawing  near  when  this  appropriation  of  money 
for  this  purpose  is  going  to  cease.  I  have 
no  desire  to  see  the  custom  cease;  I 
should  like  to  see  it  kept  up  always  and 
should  be  willing  to  contribute  to  it  as 
I  have  in  past  years,  if  it  should  be 
done  by  piivate  subscription  in  the  future.  I  do 
not.  think  it  is  proper  for  this  Government  to  go 
on  appropriating  money  for  such  a  purpose.  But 
the  order  has  been  passed  this  year  to  give  it  to 
the  regular  posts,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  offer 
any  opposition  to  that.  But  I  do  think  we  should 
stop  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  states  that  hisobjection  to  the  amendment 
is  because  it  is  going  to  lie  used  outside  of  the 
limits  of  the  city.  If  that  is  the  case  we  are  trans- 
gressing upon  the  law  very  seriously.  Quite  a 
number  of  the  posts  go  out  to  Mount  Auburn  and 
decorate  the  graves  there,  and  we  must  consider 
it  or  some  one  will  put  an  injunction  upon  the 
paying  of  thisnioney.  Mount  Auburn  is  as  far  from 
Boston  as  Woodlawn  Cemetery  is.  For  myself 
I  believe  we  ought  to  appropriate  this  money  ;  that 
they  deserve  it  and  will  make  as  good  use  of  it  as 
any  of  the  posts,  and  that  they  have  as  good  right 
to  carry  it  to  Woodlawn  as  others  have  to  carry 
theirs  to  Mount  Auburn.  It  should  not  be  nar- 
rowed down  to  the  limits  of  Boston,  but  let  those 
who  have  comrades  lying  in  Woodlawn  or  Mount 
Auburn  go  there  and  decorate  them  with  flowers 
purchased  with  monev  given  by  the  city  of  Boston. 
Alderman  Hall— I  cannot  see  what  difference  it 
makes  where  these  men  reside,  so  that  they  have 
an  honorable  discbarge  from  the  army.  .That  is 
the  only  requisite  for  anv  one  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  this  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  and  I  cannot  sue  why  we  should  discrim- 
inate against  this  handful  of  men  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  return  from  the  war  with 
their  lives.  I  think  they  should  have  this  S2ii(i 
with  which  to  decorate  the  graves  of  their  dead 
comrades.  The  sum  asked  is  only  $'M),  and  the 
whole  amount  for  that  district  is  no  more  than  the 
price  paid  to  send  one  man  to  the  war.  I  am  son-y 
tor  men  who  never  turned 'dut  to  decorate  the 
graves  of  our  fallen,  braves.  ,  I  hope  this  amend- 


ment will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  vote  to  pay 
this  corps  $200. 

'  Alderman  Stebbins— I  shall  offer  the  following 
amendment,  and  if  it  prevails.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  which  came  from  the  other  branch : 
as— 

"Provided,  however,  that  the  amount  so  appro- 
priated shall  be  expended  in  accordance  with  the 
provision-  of  chapter  Hi!)  of  the  acts  of  1870." 

Alderman  Harris— Will  that  apply  to  the  entire 
appropriation? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  my  intention. 

Alderman  Harris— I  should  like  to  hear  the  rul- 
ing of  the  Chair  upon  that  point. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  in 
his  opinion  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
from  the  Common  Council  would  be  in  order. 

Alderman  Peters— Would  an  amendment  be  in 
order  saying  that  the  thine.-  should  be  legally  done? 
By  law  all  this  must  be  done  within  the  c*ty  lim- 
its. AVe  are  simply  passing  an  order  saying  that 
it  must  be  done  so. 

The  Chairman— If  the  order  is  passed  it  must  be 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute.  It  is  perfectly  competent  to  pass  an 
order  that  certain  sums  are  to  be  appropriated, 
provided  tbey  are  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  statute. 

Alderman  Brooks— Does  this  amendment  apply 


it  can  apply  only  to  the  amendment  from  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— Inasmuch  as  there  seems  to 
be  considerable  misunderstanding  in  this  matter, 
and  as  by  the  statutes  we  have  no  right  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  decoration  of  graves  outside 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  1  think  it  would  be  advisable 
not  to  act  upon  this  order  today.  In  order  that 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  can  be  had  upon 
the  subject,  and  that". members  may  vote  under- 
standingly  upon  it.,  I  move  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  motion  will  pre- 
vail. The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  District 
stated  distinctly  I  hat  if  the  existing  posts  had  ar- 
ranged to  do  all  the  business,  he  would  not  vote 
for  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  was  not  debatable. 

The  Chair  sustained  (he  point. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Aldeiman  Pre-eot.t.  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  prevailed— yeas  7, 
nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Uicvlow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Power, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Navs— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery.  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters— 5.  • 

[Further  action  on  the  subject  occurred  later  in 
the  session  and  is  given  below.] 

ACCEPTANCE    OF  LOCATION. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  placed  on 
file:    - 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  the  following 
vote  was  passed : 

Voted,  To  accept  the  "third  location"  granted 
by  the  City  Council  of  Boston.  April  27,1874.  to  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company. 

Attest:  John  L.. Swift,  Clerk. 
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To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men: Gentlemen— We  respectfully  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  territory 
in  Wards  15  and  IT  in  this  city,  bound- 
ed by  Amorv,  School,  Walnut  avenue  to 
and  including  the  Kingsbury  estate,  and  by 
-and  including  Codman  park  and  Codman 
avenue,which  is  now  entirely  destitute  of  any  prop- 
er drainage.  The  people  there  are  suffering  today 
fo*"  want  of  drainage  and  sickness  is  there  in  con- 
sequence, and  there  is  no  remedy  for  this  in  our 
power ;  and  we  respectfully  ask  that  such  sewers 
may  be  immediately  constructed  as  will  afford 
permanent  relief. 

-    A.   W.  BOABDHAX, 

Chairman  Board  of  Health. 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Monthly  report 
of  fires  and  alarms  in  April,  together  with  copies 
Of  recent  orders  issued  by  the  Board.  The  board 
state  that  Engine- >"os.  3' 0.  S  and  26.  ami  Hook 
and  Ladders  Sos.  1  and  3  liave  been  organized  as 
a  permanent  force  in  addition  to  those  previously 
reported.  Whole  number  of  alarms  in  April.  TO. 
including  2T  still  alarms.  Loss  on  buildings,  $21,- 
616  50;  insurance  on  ditto.  S16S.900;  loss  on  stoek, 
§32,407  26;  insurance  on  ditto,  894,180;  number  of 
alarms  in  April,  18T3,  43.    Sent  down. 

WOOD  pAvESIEXT  XX   JvILBY  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on. Paving,  presented  a  report  signed  by 
himself  and  Alderman  Peters,  on  the  petition  ©f 
Isaac  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Kilby  street  be  paved  with 
wood,  recommending  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Alderman  Power— It  very  rarely  occurs  that  the 
.members  of  the  Paving  Committee  have  any 
cause  or  reason  to  disagree,  but  with  the  report 
presented  by  the  majority  on  this  petition  I  beg 
leave  to  differ.  I  present  a  minority  report,  which 
I  desire  to  be  read.  I  move  that  it  be  substituted 
for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

On  the  petition  of  Isaac  Taylor  aud  many  others 
that  Kilby  street,  from  Milk  street  to  State  street, 
mav  be  paved  with  wood,  the  undersigned,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  respectfully 
dissents  from  the  report  of  the  majority,  that  the 

■  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw/and  begs 
leave  to  state  briefly  his  reasons  forj-ecommend- 
ing  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

■  It  should  be  understood,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  street  is  to  be  newly  paved  with  some 
kind  of  material.  It  is  not  a  question  of  removing 
one  kind  of  pavement  to  put  down  another ;  the 
ground  is  open  to  whatever  is  fest  adapted  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  locality.      That   being  the 

-  case  the  question  is  to  be  determined  upon  the 
character  of  the  street,  the  purposes  for  which.it 
is  used  and  the  kind  of  business  carried  on  by  the 
abutters.    . 

Kilby  street  is  about  six  hundred  feet  long,  and 
the  roadway  averages  about  twenty-six  feet  in 
width.  When  graded  according  to  the  plan 
adopted  by  this  BoaTd  it  will  be  level  or  very 
nearly  so.  Most  of  the  business  carried  on 
by  the  abutters  is  of  such  a  character  that 
it  would  be  greatly  disturbed  by.  the  noise  of 
vehicles  passing  over  stone  pavements.  The  wants 
of  the  locality  are  shown  conclusively  in  the  peti- 
tion which  is'signed  by  the  principal' owners  and 
occupants  on  the  street;  and  it  is  understood  that 
all  the  owners  and  occupants,  without  exception, 
are  in  favor  of  a  wooden  pavement.- 

If  wood  is  to  be  used  for  paving  in  any  case  it 
should  be  used  lieie,  a«  the  circumstances  are  in 
every  view  the  most  favorable. 

Upon  the  question  of  economy  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  it  is  doubtful  whether,"  with  the  modern 
inventions  for  preserving  and  laying  wooden 
blocks,  the  stone  pavement  is  more  economical 
turn  wood.  The  first  cost  of-the  stone  pavement 
is  about  three  dollars  .and  fifty  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  for  "the  wood  about  two  dollars  .  and 
twenty-rive  cents.  The  greater  wear  and  tear  to 
.horses  and  -vehicles  in  passing  over  the  stone 
pavements,  is- also  to  be  taken  into  account.  On 
this  point  I  begileave  to  quote  .some  statements 
from  an  exceedingly. die  ami  cxhau.-tivereport,ie- 
cencly  submitted  by  an  English  engineer  to  the  Lon- 
don.Sewer  Commissioners.  Careful  observation 
were  taken  during  a  period  of  fifty  days  in  streets 
paved  with  asphalt,  granite  and  wbod",  located  in 
the  ljusiestportion'Of  .LDjidon.to  ascertain,  among 
other  things,  -the  number  of  accidents,  which 
occurred  to  horses  un  account  of  the  pavement 
over  which  they  were  travelling  at  the  time.  ■  ' 


The  various  streams  of  traffic  a-  well  as  the  dis- 
tances travelled  were  taken  separately,  and  thus 
the  exact  distance  which  was  passed  over  before 
an  accident  occurred  was  ascertained,  Upon  the 
asphalt  203,805  miles  were  traversed  by  the  horses 
within  the  titty  day>  and  1060  accident- occurred;  on 
granite  95,Jt>7  miles  and  T19  accident.-,  and- on 
wood  179,151  miles  and  542  accidents.  It  appeared 
that  on  the  granite  pavement  132  miles  werepa-sed 
over  before  an  accident  occurred  :  on  asphalt.  191 
-miles,  and  on  wood,  330  miles. 

To  ascertain  accurately  whether  any  portion  of 
the  accidents  was  due  to  conditions  in  which  one 
pavement  was  more  favorably  cm  uni-tanced  than 
others,  apart  from  the  difference  resulting;  from 
the  material  of  which  the  pavement  was  com- 
posed, the  accidents  were  investigated^  and 
considered  under  the  following  heads:  Mat- 
ure of  the  accidents  to  /horses  ;  effect 
of  harnessing ;  effect  of  rate  of  travel ;  effeet  of 
gradient;  effect  of  condition  of  surface  repair; 
effect  of  surface  cleanliness  and  effect  of  weather 
on  the  surface.  It  appeared' that  horses  travelling 
on  the  wood  pavement  were  on  the  whole  subject- 
ed to  falls  of  a  character  less  inconvenient  to  the 
feneral  traffic  of  the  street,  and  also  less  likely  to 
e  injurious  to  the  horses  than  those  travelling  on 
the  other  two  pavements.  It  was  noticed,  also, 
that,  whatever  was  the  nature  of  the  accident,  the 
-horses  recovered  their  feet  more  easily  on  wood 
than  they  did  either  on  asphalt  or  granite. 

This  is' valuable  testimony,  and  is  deserving  of 
serious  consideration  in  passing  upon  this  ques- 
tion. Believing  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
is  a  reasonable  and  proper  one,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  granted,  the  undersigned  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order.  , 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  t'o  pave  Kilby  >treet  from  Milk  street  to 
State  street,  with  burnertizc -d  spruce  Hocks,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  six  thousand  dollars :  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 
The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  substitute. 
AldermanPeters— The  policy  of  paving  Kilbv 
street  with  wood  is  either  right  or  wrong:  if 
wrong,  any  number  of  petitions  signed  by' any 
.number  of  taxpayers  does  not  change  the  princi- 
ple. There  are  "two  questions,  one  of  economy 
and  one  of  safety.  The  wood  pavement  in  Court 
street  was  put  down  in  1869  aud  is  all ,  worn  out ; 
that  in  Columbus  avenue  has  been  down  about 
four  years,  and  it  looks  in  fair  order  on  the  sur- 
face,"but  when  a. hole  was  dug  there  the  other  day- 
it  was  found  that  the  blocks  were  decayed.  About 
seven  years  is  a  fair  life  for  wood  blocks,  but  at 
the  end  of  -fifteen  years  a  paving  of  stone  blocks 
has  only  to  be  turned  over  and  it  is  good  for  fif- 
teen •  years  more.  That  wooden  pavements- are 
more  'slippery  than  stone,  the  gentleman  need 
not  have  gone  so  far  as  London  to  find  out.  We 
had  not  seen  what  the  gentleman's  report  was  to 
be,  and  any  arguments  that  he  adduces  can 
only  be  met  in  an  off-hand  manner.  As  regards 
safetv  on  a  sleety  morning,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  has  bad  to  send  around  to  every  street  with 
a  wooden  pavement,  and  have  gravel  put  upon 
them.  The  Alderman's  own  horse  fell  down  and 
"he  was  obliged  to  come  here  and  ask  why  it 
had  not  been  put  down.  As  regards  noise. 
I  have  occupied',  an  -  office  on  Congress 
street,  which  has  a  cobblestone  pavement. 
and'  there  is  no  interference  by  noise 
after  one  becomes  used  to  it,  except  when  some  of 
the  heavy-  teams  carrying  iron  pass  by,  the  rat- 
tling of  the  iron  making  a  noise. '  But  on  a  roatt 
well  paved  with  stone  blocks  there  is  not  noise 
enough  to  prevent  business  from  being  carried  on, 
Kilby  street  has  an  average  width  of  fifty  feet' 
and  'runs  through  Liberty  square;  so  that  the 
whole  would  have  to  be  paved  with  wood.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  anything  more  to  be  said 
on  this  subject.  The  committee  have  looked  into 
it,  and  the  majority  want  to  do  what  is  for  the  in- 
terest of  economy  andfor  the  interest  of  the  city. 
The  re  is  no  doubt  that  so  fax  as  local -  petitioner? 
■are  concerned  they  desire  wood  pavement,  but  the 
majority  think  it  would  not  be  best  for  tho  general 
welfaie'of  the  locality  and  for  the  city.  -I  trust 
"the  report  of  the  majority  will  be  accepi'ed. 

Alderman  Power— Ibe  gentleman  speaks  of  ac- 
cidents. I  give  statistics  in  my  report  which 
.speak  for  themselves-,  are   reliable  ami  cannot  be 

-show  'as  good  a  test  I  should  like  to  have  him 
do  so.-  '-He  speaks,  of  the  pavements  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue  and  Court  street.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  durability  of  this  pave- 
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ment.1  It  is  well  known  that  those  pave- 
ment? have  never  been  put  through  the 
processes  which  are  said  to  preserve  wood.  It  is 
well-known  that  burnettized  wood  will  last  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years.  The  process  is  different  from 
what  it  used  to  be.  The  wooden  pavements  laid 
within  the  last  few  years  have  been  on  a  different 
process  from  those  in  Columbus  avenue  and  Court 
street.  The  road  bed  is  made  perfectly  level,  the 
pavement  is  laid  without  any  tar  <>r  boards  under 
it,  so  that  the  blocks  are  easily  taken  up  and  re- 
placed. 

But  take  Columbus  avenue  where  in  lias  not  been 
dug  up  and  the  gentleman  will  see  that  the  blocks 
have  been  preserved.  This  order  does  not  propose 
to  lay  any  but  burnettized  spruce  block'.  Ex- 
change place  has  neen  laid  with  spruce  blocks, 
and  that  is  one  reason  they  are  asked  to  be  laid  in 
Kilbv  street.  They  have  had  a  stone  pavement 
there  for  years  and  know  what  the  inconveniences 
are. 

Alderman  Hall— What  kind  of  stone  pavement? 

Alderman  Power -Block  stone. 

Alderman  Hall— In  Kilby  street? 

Alderman  Power— The  street  has  got  to  be 
raised  and  paved.  The  owners  of  property 
there  have  sent  in  this  petition  here;  many 
of  those  petitioners  pay  more  taxes  every 
year  than  this  whole  job  will  amount 
to,  seme  pay  twice  over  what  the  pav- 
ing of  that  street  will  come  to.  Throw  the  ques- 
tion of  economy  out,  admit  that  stone  pavement 
is  better  and  will  last  longer  than  wood,  and  I  say 
that  when  everybody  in  a  street,  all  the  heavy 
taxpayers,  come  in  here  and  ask  this  Govern- 
ment for  such  a  pavement,  it  is  our  duty  to 
grant  their  prayer.  -  They  are  all  heavy 
taxpayers  and  have  to  "pay  the  bills.  If 
any  street  is  to  be  paved  with  wood,  this 
one  should  be.  Liberty  square  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
differ  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  this 
question,  because  I  think  where  so  many  tax- 
payers are  interested,  and  where  no  one  is  to 
be  injured,  it  is  our  duty  to  gratify  them  and 
grant  the  petition.  The  gentleman  alludes  to  my 
horse  falling  down  on  wooden  pavement;  my 
horse  has  fallen  down  a  great  deal  oftener 
on  stone  than  he  has  on  wooden  pavements,  but  it 
does  not  injure  him  on  wood  as  it  does  on  stone. 
Accidents  will  occur,  but  there  are  statistics  show- 
ing less  of  them  on  wooden  pavements  than  on 
stone.  If  any  one  can  controvert  that  statement  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  him  do  it. 

Alderman  Peters— Some  of  the  petitioners  called 
to  see  me  in  regard  to  tins  thing,  and  their  chief 
reliance  was  on  the  fact  that  Kilby  street  would 
never  become  a  thoroughfare.  Only  last  week 
Mr.  Dinsmore  of  the  Adams  Express  Company 
was  on  here  and  speaking  of  making  Liberty 
square  the  headquarters  of  all  the  express  com- 
panies. Kilby  street  has  been  widened,  and  in 
that  case  it  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  thorough- 
fares in  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  gentleman  is 
rather  assisting  me  in  my  argument.  He  shows 
that  there  will  be  more  noise,  and  that  is  what  the 
petitioners  wish  to  get  rid  of. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  had  the  honor  to  be 
upon  the  Paving  Committee  last  year  and  this 
year,  and  I  have  been  adverse  to  spending  the 
city's  money  for  wood  pavements.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  a  judicious  use  of  money,  and  when 
the  gentleman  undertakes  to  tell  me  that 
wood  will  last  nearly  as  long  as  stone, 
I  think  his  argument  is  hardly  worth  notic- 
ing,—because  there  is  scarcely  a  member  of 
this  Board  who  will  believe  it!  that  burnetizing 
process  costs  ten  cents  a  square  yard  and  does 
not  amount  to  a  snap  of  the  linger.  We  do  not 
know  whether  it  saves  wood  or  rots  it.  You  go  on 
Columbus  avenue  and  take  up  the  pavement  and 
you  will  find  the  wood  a  mess  of  slivers,  even  where 
it  has  been  down  only  a  short  time.  You  can  look 
at  Court  street  and  judge  for  yourselves  whether 
it  should  be  paved  with  wood  or  block  granite. 
The  gentleman  seems  to  have  a  kindness 
for  petitioners:  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee is  going  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 
If  you  ask  the  truckmen,  as  we  did,  last 
summer,  they  will  say  put  down  either 
all  wood  or  stone,  because  a  horse  is  apt  to  slip  in 
passing  from  one  to  the  other.  I  asked  Mr.  Harris, 
and  he  would  not  advise  that  Kilby  street  should 
be  paved  with  wood,  and  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  his  ability  and  judgment.  Kilby  street  runs 
into  Liberty  square,  and  you  cannot  lay  wood  and 
block  granite  togetheradvantageously  ;  if  you  pave 


Kilby  street  with  wood  it  involves  the  expense  of 
paving  all  the  streets  leading  into  it  in  the  same 
way.  When  a  delegation  were  on  here  from  Cin- 
cinnati, and  were  asked  why  they  used  wood,  they 
said  if  they  could  get  block  granite  as 
cheap  as  we  could  they  would  not  use  wood. 
New  York  city  has  abandoned  using  wood.  I 
do  not  know '  cf  any  New  England  city  but 
has  abandoned  wood.  It  is  foolishly  spending 
money.  The  gentleman  has  come  in  here  with 
quite  a  lengthy  report;  it  reads  very  much  like 
the  document  issued  by  an  owner  of  a  wood- 
pavement  patent.  I  do  not  know  where  he 
got  those  ideas,  but  I  do  know  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  go  to  London  for  them.  We  can 
shovv  the  pavement  here.  He  copied  the  sta 
tistics,  but  he  does  not  know  that  they  are 
true.  We  desire  to  do  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number.  A  wood  pavement  has  to  be  re- 
paired within  five  years;  it  is  also  leaky,  some1 
blocks  outlast  others,  and  you  cannot  repair  it  as 
you  can  block  granite.  I  trust  the  Board  will 
pause  before  they  waste  the  city's  money  by  plac- 
ing wood  pavements  upon  our  streets. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  alludes  to  the 
truckmen ;  they  told  me  that  they  would  prefer 
to  have  all  the  streets  paved  with  wood.  This 
Board  should  take  the  comfort  of  the  cit- 
izens into  account,  as  well  as  the  durabil- 
ity of  the  pavements.  We  all  know  that  we  could 
put  down  marble  floors  in  our  own  houses,  but  we 
put  down  wooden,  and  use  carpets,  as  we  have  some 
regard  for  comfort.  The  old  process  of  laying 
wood  pavement  has  been  almost  entirely  done 
away  with ;  by  the  new  process  the  wood  remains 
much  longer*  than  stone.  You  can  go  to  the 
Water  Board  and  find  that  wood  has  been  pre- 
served iseventeen  years  by  being  burnettized.  I 
believe  those  statistics  are  authentic,  and  I  got 
them  from  no  one  interested  in  wood  pavements. 
I  got  them  from  a  London  paper.  They  show  con- 
clusively that  more  accidents  happen  on  stone. 
The  gentleman  does  not  know  from  anv  test  that 
stone  will  last  longer  than  wood.  It  is  well  known 
that  wooden  pavement,  as  laid  now,  will  be  pre- 
served, because  the  bed  is  puddled  with  water, 
while  loose  stone  is  pounded  down. 

Alderman  Cutter— Can  we  not  puddle  the  bed 
for  a  stone  pavement  as  well  as  for  wood? 

Alderman  Power — It  could  be,  but  it  is  not. 
Broad  street  was  paved  in  that  way  and  it  is  the 
best  paved  street  in  Boston  today.  But  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  the  wishes  of  people  who  pay  the 
largest  amount  of  taxes  should  be  consulted.  As 
to  the  credit  that  the  Paving  Committee  are  en- 
titled to  for  the  care  ot  the  streets  of  Boston,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  my  share  of  it,  as  much  as 
is  the  gentleman  opposite.  I  have  labored  the 
best  I  could  for  the  interests  of  the  citizens,  ac- 
cording to  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  ar- 
gue for  the  comfort  of  the  petitioners.  When  the 
subject  of  Smith's  Riding  School  was  up  he  ig- 
nored them  altogether,  as  well  as  the  eight  thou- 
sand petitioners  for  a  fire  commission.  Just  as 
you  treat  these  petitioners  you  will  be  required  to 
treat  others,  if  you  lay  this  pavement  in  Kilby 
street,  you  will  have  to  do  it  in  Washington  and 
other  streets.  There  is  as  good  argument  for  pav- 
ing Washington  street  with  wood  as  there  is  for 
Kilby  street. 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  that  of 
the  majority— yeas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescolt,  Stebuins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Worthington— 5. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  desire  to  have  the  Board 
look  at  Kilby  street  before  they  vote  upon  this 
subject,  and  I  move  to  specially  assign  the  order 
for  next  Monday  at  half-past  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  This  Board  is  just  as  competent  to  settle 
that  question  now  as  at  any  other  time.  It  is  only 
a  pretext  to  stave  this  matter  off.    The  street  has 

§ot  to  be  graded  immediately,  and  this  matter  has 
een  before  the  Paving  Committee  four  weeks. 

Alderman  Hall — I  hope  the  motion  to  assign 
will  prevail.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
the  nature  of  the  buildings  on  Kilby  street,  and  I 
would  like  to  go  through  there.  Perhaps  I  should 
then  vote  for  wood  pavement. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  5  for  and  7 
against,  by  a  rising  vote,  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed— veas  »,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Alderman  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 
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Nays— Alderman  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters — 1. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Power,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

REPORTS  ANT)  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — Reports  recommending  the  granting  of 
licenses  as  follows :  A.  W.  Scott,  for  leave  to  ex- 
hibit the  "Detectives'  Museum"  at  486  Washing- 
ton street;  Hugh  Blakeney,  to  give  concerts  at 
443  Broadway;  Gustavns  V.  Hall,  auctioneer, 
144  State  street;  W.  C.  Rich,  auctioneer, 
70  State  street;  J.  W.  McDonald,  260  Main 
street,  Ivorv  C.  Ham,  35s  Main  -meet.  Hicks 
&  Brown.  Monument  HalL  and  William  Tailor, 
87  Bunker  Hill  street,  severally,  to  keep  billiard 
saloons  in  Chailestown  ;  William  Rimmer,  to  ex- 
hibit an  aquarium,  at .  -  l&l  Treniont  street; 
Charles  F.  Emery  et  al.,  for  transfer  of  wagon 
licenses ;  Mrs.  if.  Rafferty,  to,  keep  intelligence 
office  at  13. Cottage  place;  Jane  Cooper,  to  keep 
intelligence  office  at  CO  Pleasant  street;  John 
Gonnley,  W.  E.  Meade,  James  McKenua,  John 
Anderson  and  James  Hares  for  wagon  license; 
2  bootblacks  and  13  newsboys,  minors'  applica- 
tions for  license:  Edward  C.  Riddle,  auctioneer, 
70  State  street:.  S.  W.  Richardson,  to  keep  billiard 
saloon  at  382  Harrison  avenue ;  Alexander  Clough, 
to  keep  billiard  saloon  at  corner  of  Burroughs 
and  Centre  streets,  Ward  17;  Rolle  &  Derchert,  to 
keep  billiard  saloon  at  19  Boylston  street.  Sever- 
allv  accepted. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Frederick  Angus- 
tin,  108  Warrenton  street;  T.  Splain,  114  P  street; 
C.  C.  Bickford,  2  Harrison  avenue.  Severally  ac- 
eepted. 

Innholderis  License  Refused — John  Lyons,,  145 
Pleasant  street.    Accepted. 

.  Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— C.  W.  Shattuck, 
30  Avon  street ;  Gibson  &  Williams,  181  Court 
street;  Albert  Fellner,  corner  of  High  and  Qnincy 
streets;  William  Randolph,  290  North  street; 
George  W.  Garland,  34.  Brattle  street;  Frank 
Locke,  12  Broad  street;  P.  Nelson,  .12% 
State  street;  George  W.  Oliver,  100.  Wash- 
ington street  ;  Alexander  Clough,  corner  of 
Centre  and  Burroughs  streets;  A.  S.  Thompson, 
55  Merriinac  street;  C.  D.  Macomber,  cornier  of 
Sixth  arid  P.  streets;  Henry  H.  Niles.  12  Friend 
and  14  Merrimac  street ;  11.  E.  Snorey,  3  Charles- 
town  street;  F.  H.  Bearse,  97  South  Market  street; 
M.  Engelhardt  &  Co.,  19  and  21.  Hawley  street; 
Vose  &  Co.,  1859  AYashiugton  street;  John  G. 
Lewis,  197  Cambridge  street;  William  O.  M. 
Hunter,  195  Chelsea  street ;  Joseph  N.  Walker,  160 
and  168  Main  street;  Thomas  Burston,  81  Green 
street;  M.B.Daley,  10  Blossom  street;  Peltes  & 
Heath,  47  Causeway  street ;  J.  E,  McKinney,  coi- 
ner Atlantic  avenue  and  Central  wharf;  Frank  B. 
Bearse,  8,  north  side  India  wharf;  M.  Engel- 
hardt &  Co.,'  81  Washington  street;  Bartholo- 
mew -  Swan,  3  Central  wharf ;  Charles  Arnold, 
corner     Beacon    street    and    Brookline    avenue. 

Innholders'  License-  Granted— Otis  C.  Merrill,  44 
Portland  and  46  Short  Sudbury  street;  Bridget 
McShane.  134  Merrimac.  street ;  Patrick  Carroll, 
1569  Washington  street;  Robert  Dunlap,  16  Eliot 
street;  W.  D.  Park,  7  Central  street;  X.  A.  Hewitt, 
34  Portland  street;  George  White,. 'ill 7  Washing- 
ton  street;  Stephen  L.  Burkett,  Roslindale  (West 
Roxbury). 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, presented  a  report  recommending  the  passage 


citv  of  Boston  to  the  draw  tender  of  North  ^Har- 
vard-street Bridge  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
pei  annum;  to  the  draw  tender  of  Cambridge- 
street  Bridge  §250  per  annum;  to  the  draw  tender 
of  Western-avenue  Bridge,  $250  per  annum;  pro- 
vided that,  the  same  amounts  are  paid  by  the  city 
of  Cambridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  gianting  the  following  petitions:  T.  W. 
Turtle,  to  excavate  cellar  at  corner  of  Beach  and 
Edinboro'  streets,  on  .condition  that  the  cellar 
shall  be  boxed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspect- 
or of  Buildings;  Bumell  &  Brescott.  .Michael 
Creed,  J.  D.  B'raman,  Albert  Rogers,  Fannie  E. 
Brr.gg,  Benjamin  L.  Sumner.  P.  B.  Murphey,  and 
H.  R.  Surles,  severally,  for  leave  to  occupy  sta- 
bles; and  proprietors' of  Jewish  Cemetery,  to  ex- 
tend their  Cemetery  Grounds  at  Easi'  Boston; 
Severally  accepted.  ' 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and    Inspection  of    Buddings— Reports  in 


favor  of  granting  the  petition-  of  Leonard  Picker- 
ing, for  leave  to  enlarge,  and  Messenger  A  Co.. 
for  leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  accompanying  orders,  au- 
thorizing the  is.-uing  of  a  permit  for  the  same. 
The  orders  were  rea;  1  twice  ami  passed. 

Bv  Alderman.  Brooks- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paring  be  re- 
quested to  report  a-  ,-oon  a-  practicable  upon  the 
petition  presented  March  20.  1*73,  for  the  removal 
of  telegraph  poles  from  the  sidewalk  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue. 

Passed. 

Bv  Alderman  -Cutter—  .', 

.Ordered.  That  Xeponset  Bridge,  over  Nepom-et 
River,  be  closed' to  public  travel"  on  the  llthirist.. 
and  remain  clo.-ed  until  certain  repair*  are  com- 
pleted. : 

Alderman  Harris  questioned  the  propriety  of 
closing  so  many  bridges  at  once,  unless  it* was 
positively  necessary. 

Alderman  Cutter'said  he.  was  not  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  immediate  repair-  until  since  the  -fu- 
sion began,  ami  had  been  informed  by  the  engi- 
neer that  the  repairs  must  be  made  immediately. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  orders  as  follows : 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  O.  T. 
Taylor,  for  leave  to  place  marble  slab  in  sidewalk 
of  store  370  Broadwav.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Fort  Hill  wharf,  recently  pur- 
chased by  the  city,  be  placed  in  charge  6f  the 
Paving  Department  for  the  landing  ami  storage  of 
paving  block-  and  gravel  until  such  time  a-  said 
wharf  shall  be  wanted  for  the  extension  of  Oliver 
street. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Broadway,  between  K  and  L 
streets,  with  -mall  granite  blocks.  Estimated 
cost.  §12,000. 

Read  once. 

Whereas,  The  directors  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company  have  petitioned 
this  Board 'to  agree  with  them  upon  the  route  of 
their  proposed  railroad,  the  same  to  be  of  a  gauge 
of  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches,  to  be 
located  And  eon-tmcted  under  the  general  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  between  that  part  of  Boston 
called  East  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
the  city  of  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Es-ex:  ami  the 
said  directors  having  exhibited  to  this  Boar  1  of 
Aldermen  a  map  of  1  fieir  propo-ed  route,  and  hav- 
ing caused  due  notice  to  be  given  to  all  parties  in- 
terested, within  said  city,  of  the  hearing'upon  said 
petition,  by  publication  and  posting  as  required 
by  law:  and  after  hearing -aid  director-  and  par- 
ties, at  the  time  and  place  named  in  said  notice, 
to-wit,  on  Mondav.  the  twentieth  dav  of  April.  A. 
D.  1874.  at  the  Citv  Hall  in  said  city,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon — 

We  the  undersigned,  being  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  said  city  of  Boston,  do 
hereby  certifv  that  w-e  have  agreed,  and  do  heiebv 
agree  with  said  directors  upon  the  route  of  said 
proposed  railroad,  in  said  citv  of  Boston,  as  laid 
down  upon  said  map,  a'  follow'-,  to-wit: 

Commencing  at  the  sea  wall  on  Marginal  street, 
at  a  point  between  Simpson's  drv  dock  and  the 
wharf  of  the  Boston  &  Albanv  Kailroad  Compauv. 
thence  crossing  said  street  at  grade  and  running 
under  Webster,  Sumner  and  Everett  streets,  and 
crossing  Maverick  street  at  grade  near  the  proper- 
ty of  the  Boston  Forge  Company,  thence  bv  mrvt  s 
to  the  -ea  wall  inclosing  tiie  "basin."  -o'-oalleu  j 
thence  across  said  '-basin"  to  and  acro-s  \\  nod 
Islands;  thence  acro-s  the  flats  to  Short  street  tn 
sectionfour,  East  Boston,  thence  along  ami  under 
C'owner  and  Bvron  streets,  cro-sing  Woid-\ioi-|i 
street  at  grade,  to  and  across  the  marsh  to  the 
creek,  thence  across  the  creek  to  Breed-  1-1  a  .,. 
crossing  Saratoga  street  at  grade,  and  throu  li 
land  of  the  Bo-ton  Land  Company,  to  and  acio-s 
"Belle  Isle  Inlet."  dividing  the'  citv  of  Bo-ton 
from  the  town  of  Revere,  if  being  shown  on  said 
map  by  a.  red  line,  and  to  which  map  reference 
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Marginal  luid  Maverick  streets,  upon   a  level  with 
said  streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

In  virtue  whereof,  we,  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of   the  city  of    Boston,  have  signed 
this  certificote  this  eleventh  da v  of  May,  A.  D.  1874. 
L.  R.  Cutter. 
Alanson  Bigelow. 
Francis  A.  Peters. 

R,    WORTHINGTON. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 

A.  J.  Hall. 

Hiram  Emery. 

James  Power, 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company  and  other  abutters 
on  Columbus  avenue,  to  sprinkle  said  avenue  with 
salt  water,  between  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
bridge  and  Park  square,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  roadway  of  said  street;  the  expense 
to  the  city,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  per  month, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 
Read  twice  and 


Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  connect,  by 
suitable  tracks,  its  car  houses  oii  Shawmut  ave- 
nue and  Warren  street  with  the  main  tracks  now 
laid  in  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Phineas 
E.  Gay  to  lay  railroad  tracks  in  Brookline  avenue, 
between  the' Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  Mud- 
dy River,  and  run  cars  thereon  for  the  purpose  of 
grading  said  Brookline  avenue  ;  saidtiaeks  to  be 
removed  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  from  the 
time  they  are  laid. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  close  Brookline  avenue  between  Bea- 
con street  and  Appleton  place  against  public 
travel  for  fifteen  days  while  the  grading  of  said 
avenue  is  in  progress. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  complete  the  grading  and  widening  of 
Washington  street,  between  Cambridge  street  and 
the  Brookline  line.  Ward  l!i,  commenced  by  the 
town  of  Brighton  in  1873,  and  set  the  edgestones 
and  pave  the  gutters  on  said  street.  Estimated 
cost,  83500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorr  street,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Order  to  pay 
John  Bowhan  $199  51  for  land  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  .Magazine  street,  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  report  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinances,  giving  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing  (in  the  absence  of  any  special 
order  to  the  contrary)  the  general  charge 
and  disposal  of  all  city  documents  and  pub- 
lications, the  printing  of  which  is  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  General  Printing,  or  Incidental 
Expenses,  or  to  appropriations  not  in  control  of 
any  other  committee  or  board;  and  giving  to  such 
other  committees  or  boards  the  charge  and  dis- 
posal of  all  city  documents  and  publications,  the 
printing  of  which  is  charged  to  their  lespective 
appropriations. 

Alderman  Power— The  Board  is  aware  that  there 
are  many  city  documents,  the  most  valuable  of 
which  are  the  city  ordinances,  which  people  are 
continually  coming  in  here  after.  There  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  discriminating 
to  whom  thev  shall  be  given.  People  come 
for  them  from  cities  and  towns  out- 
side of  Boston.  The  Committee  on  l'rinting  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  books  should  not  be  given 
away  promiscuously,  and  we  propose  to  let  people 
have  them  by  paying  the  cost  of  printing  them. 
As  it  stands  now,  we  cannot  charge  anything  for 
them.  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second  read- 
ing today. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  it  was  necessary  to 
have  this  matter  acted  upon  today. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  there  was  no  press- 
ing emergency,  except  that  the  people  arc  coining 
in  for  the  books  every  day. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  rule  requiring 


orders  to  lie  over  was  a  good  one ;  he  did  not  ex- 
actly understand  the  order  and  hoped  it  would  lie 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  not  to  spend  money 
but  to  save  it.  The  committee  had  considered  it, 
and  if  the  order  is  passed  they  would  no  longer 
remain  in  the  dilemma  they  are  now  in.  - 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  object  to  this  order, 
but  he  preferred  to  have  orders  lie  over  unless 
there  was  a  special  necessity  for  them  to  be  acted 
on  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading  and  the  order  went  over. 

By  Alderman  Worthington— 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  laying  out 
Marcella  street  in  a  straight  line  i'rem  Shawmut 
avenue  to  New  Heath  street. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington— 

Whereas,  1  he  building  on  Marcella  street,  known 
as  the  Old  Roxbury  Almshouse,  is  no  longer  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  it 
is,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  directed  to  take  possession  of  said 
building  and  properly  cleanse  it,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Public 'Buildings  be  requested  to 
report  what  disposition  shall  be  mide  of  said 
building  and  the  lands  connected  therewith. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  for  a  second  read- 
ing of  the  order. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  duty  of  cleansing 
the  building  belonged  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  where  persons 
afflicted  with  smallpox  were  to  be  sent. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  during  the 
summer  they  would  be  taken  to  Gallop's  Island. 
The  cleansing  of  the  building  was  an  oversight. 
He  withdrew  the  request  for  a  second  reading  and 
the  order  went  over. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street  (new  part).     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  or  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P;  M.,  of  all  parties  opposed  to  the 
construction  of  a  common  sewer  in  Prescott  street, 
Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of .  a  sewer  in  North 
Anderson  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Mechanic  street,  Roxbury.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paris 
street,  between  Decatur  and  Porter  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Water- 
ford  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faiieuil  Hall— Report  'in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Charles  H.  Fernald  et  al.,  for  use  of 
Kaneuil  Hall  on  May  18,  for  a  working  men's 
eight-hour  meeting.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Market,  etc.— Report  in  favor  of  approval  of  the 
transfer  of  lease  of  cellar  No.  3  under  Paneuil 
Hall,  by  A.  W.  Osbora  to  Henry  Frost.    Accepted. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  DECORATION  DAY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  to  ap- 
propriate 55200  to  each  of  the  Grand  Army  posts 
was  taken  from  the  table.  The  question  was  upon 
the  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Worthington'asked  if  it  would  apply 
to  all  the  posts. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  it  could  apply  only  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  pass  unless  it  could  be  made  to  apply 
to  all  impartially. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  two  wrongs  made  a 
right. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  as  fair  to 
presume  that  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps  would  use 
the  money  within  the  city  as  the  posts  would  who 
go  to  Mount  Auburn. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost 
— If  or,  C>  against,  by  a  rising  vote— and  the  question 
recurred  upon  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  matter  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  half-past 
four  o'clock.  He  had  made  statements  which,  if 
true,  should  cause  members  to  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  he  desired  members  to  have  time 
to  investigate.  The  time  is  ample,  if  gentlemen 
want  to  get  at  the  fa  ^ts. 
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Alderman  Worthington  was  informed  that  there 
was  no  disagreement  between  the  posts  and  the 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps,  and  that  the  latter  had  always 
decorated  certain  graves.  And  if  there  were,  that 
would  be  no  reason  to  try  to  break  up  an  organiz- 
ation. "What  right  have  these  posts  to  come  here 
and  say  they  propose  to  decorate  all  the  graves? 
The  s'ioo  should  be  given  to  the  corps  the  same  as 
to  the  posts ;  both  are  composed  of  men  who  have 
borne  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  they 
should  go  on  shoulder  to  shoulder.  To  cut  off 
them  would  create  a  bitter  feeling.  Next  year 
will  be  time  enough  to  consider  what  we  shall  do 
in  the  future.    They  should  be  treated  justly. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  sort  of  talk  was  very 
popular,  and  it  required  some  courage  to  oppose 
extravagance  of  this  kind.  A  stop  should  be 
made  somewhere.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  say  that  a  single  grave  will  be,  neg- 
lected if  this  amendment  is  rejected?  Some  of 
the  best  men  in  the  posts  fear  the  abuse  of  this 
generosity,  and  that  it  will  ultimately  lead  to  cut- 
ting it  off  altogether.  If  the  Alderman  from 
Charlestown  says  a  single  grave  will  be  neglected, 
he  would  vote  for  this  amendment ;  and  if  by 
next  Monday  he  should  find  that  he  has  been 
wrongly  informed,  he  will  withdraw  objections. 

Alderman  "Worthington  thought  the  Board 
should  not  be  a  party  to  an  exclusive  arrange- 
ment. The  posts  have  no  right  to  say  that  they 
alone  shall  decorate  graves.  If  they  attempt  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  more  than  one  society. 
If  they  are  to  be'run  for  political  purposes,  where 
will  we  poor  citizens  be  who  have  nothing  but 
our  honest  wishes  for  the  interest  of  the  people? 
The  power  of  the  posts  is  immense.  The 
N.  P.  Banks  Corps  should  have  the  money  just  so 
long  as  the  other  societies  do.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  believe  one  single  grave  would 
be  neglected  if  only  $200  were  given  to  all  the 
posts  in  Charlestown  or  South  Boston?  They 
would  raise  the  necessary  money,  if  they  had  to 
beg  from  door  to  door.  They  should  show  theii 
appreciation  of  the  patriotism  of  the  men  who 
sacrificed  or  jeopardized  their  lives. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  more  convinced  that  what 
he  had  before  said  was  correct.  This  matter  must 
be  stopped.  It  is  to  please  the  living  rather  than 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  dead,— to  please 
the  strength  which  these  posts  have  got  all 
through  this  country.  What  is  the  state  of 
the  country  today?  Look  at  Arkansas:  who 
is  going  to  strew  flowers  over  the  graves 
of  those  who  have  died  there  in  civil 
strife?  This  thing  serves  to  perpetuate  civil 
strife.  Let  us  rather  perpetuate  the  memories  of 
those  who  died  in  the  Revolution.  A  jealousy  ex- 
ists between  the  posts  and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps. 
Perhaps  at  the  next  meeting  we  shall  have  a  B.  F. 
Butler  organization  to  deal  with.  He  would  give 
them  §100  this  year  and  say  we  do  not  mean  to  do 
it  next  year.  If  you  have  any  money  to  give  away 
give  it  to  the  poor  children  and  widows  of 
those  men  and  let  them  strew  flowers  upon  the 
graves.  According  to  the  law  they  have  not 
the  right  to  take  this  inonev  and  strew  flowers 
outside  of  the  city  limits,  and  it  is  not  becoming 
in  the  Board  to  break  the  law.  He  was  more  than 
ever  convinced  that  this  appropriation  should  be 
stopped. 

Alderman  Hal!  said  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion was  merely  §200,  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  had  moved  to  specially  assign  it  for  next 
week.  When  a  few  minutes  before  he  asked  to 
have  a  matter  of  £6000  lie  over  until  he  could  view 
Ivilby  street,  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  denied 
it  and  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping;  it  would 
not  prevail.    Is  that  the  consistency  to~be  expect- 


ed from  a  member  of  this  Board?  Is  that  the 
generosity  to  be  expected?  There  is  no  discord 
between  the  posts  and  the  N.  P.  Banks  Corps. 
This  expediture  calls  for  only  §200  for  each  of 
eleven  posts.    Shall  we  set  an  example  of  stingi- 

ccess 
of  those  who  died  i 
ment  would  not  take  place,  but  that   the    amend- 
ment would  be  adopted  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  talking  about  the 
amendment,  not  the  $200  for  each  post.  It  was 
the  principle  at  stake,  more  than  the  expenditure. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  if  the  corps  had  not 
been  on  an  equality  with  the  posts  of  Charles- 
town? 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  stated  two  hours  ago 
that  they  had  been,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
he  asked  that  no  departure  should  be  made  from 
the  custom  this  year. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  regimental  organ- 
izations had  the  same  claim  as  the  corps  had.  A' 
postponement  would  not  thwart  the  appropria- 
tion and  ample  time  would  be  taken  to  see  if  the 
facts  he  had  stated  were  true. 

Alderman  Hall  stated,  on  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Priest,  that  only  four  members  of  the  N.  P.  Banks 
Corps  are  members  of  other  posts.  He  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  who  was  his  authority. 

Alderman  Power  declined  to  give  the  authority 
f»r  his  statement. 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  what  differ- 
ence it  makes  whether  one  post  or  a  dozen  deco- 
rate the    graves,  so  that  it  is  done  by  the  soldiers. 

Alderman  Power  contended  that  the  work  had 
been  specially  assigned  to  the  different  posts.  The 
corps  is  an  independent  organization ;  its  members 
belong  to  posts  to  whom  money  has  already  been 
given.  Gentlemen  can  "Main  all  the  information 
in  a  week. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  whole  amount  voted 
in  Charlestown,  last  year,  was  §300;  Boston  has 
now  given  s>4oo,  and  they  want  $20(i  more.  As  the 
case  now  stands  they  are  sioo  better  off  than  they 
were  last  year.  If  there  is  such  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  posts  and  the  corps,  let  them  divide  the 
money. 

Alderman  Harris  quoted  from  the  remarks  of  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Charles- 
town to  show  that  the  organization  and  work  of 
the  corps  and  the  posts  were  essentially  the  same. 
In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter  he  said 
Charlestown  gave  each  organization  one  hundred 
dollars,  a  large  sum  for  Charlestown,  while  two 
hundred  dollars  is  a  small  sum  for  Boston. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  specially 
assign,  was  lost — 4  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost — 4 
for,  i;  against. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  allowed  to  the  N.  P.  Banks  'Corps  one 
hundred  dollars  ;  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  l'.igelow,  Brooks,  Clark, Emery, 
Hall,"Harris,  Prescott,  Worthington— 8. 

The  amendment  of  the  Common  Council  was 
then  adopted,  in  concurrence— yeas  7,  nays  4,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter, Peters,  Power,  Prescott 
—4. 

A  niotiou  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  by  Al- 
derman Hall,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail!  was 
lost. 

An  motion  of  Alderman  Preseot;,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    14,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  0. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  April.  Placed 
on  file. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Lemuel  Shaw  a 
member  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  City 
Charter. vice  Charles  H.  Allen,  resigned.  Placed  oil 
file. 

Petitions  of  Mary  A.  Cook.  o.  F.  Deshon,  John 
M.  Brooks,  and  Company  1>,  Fourth  Battalion'  In- 
fantry, and  request  of  Water  Board  for  additional 
appropriation  for  water  pipes  in  Wards  13,14,15 
and  16.     Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  tor  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued  to  Leon vd  Pickering,  on  Central  square, 
and  to  Messinger  &  Co.,  on  Portland  street.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  par  seel,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  print  5500 
copies  of  his  Annual  Report  for  distribution. 
Read  twice  and  pa;>ed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Street  Commit  ioners  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  laying  out  Marcella  street  in  a 
straight  line  from  Sliawniut  auenueto  New  Heath 
street.    Read  twice  and  missed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Assessors  to  sell  certain  old 
record  books  containing  the  names  of  owners 
and  assessed  values  of  estates  in  this  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  feel  pre- 
pared, without  further  information,  to  vote  for 
the  sale  of  any  portion  of  the  written  records  <d 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  converting 
them  into  old  paper  stock,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  that  information,  I  move  that  the  order 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weston  of  Ward  1— These  are  simply  dupli- 
cates of  the  regular  records,  and  are  not  wanted 
by  'be  city.  Mr.  Hills  says  they  are  of  no  more 
use  to  the  city  than  would  be  an  extra  copy  of  last 
year's  almanac. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to  pay  the  Central  Wharf  Corporation 
.s.",r..oo()  fur  a  sewer  through  said  wliaif,  on  account 
of  Atlantic-avenue  improvement.  Ordered  to 
second  reading. 

Orders  for  contracts  to  he  made  with  James 
O'Young,  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
ollal  from  Last  Boston  for  one  year,  from  May  1, 
1871,  at  .«30nn  per  annum,  and  with  Ail  emus  Win- 
chester, for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
ollal  from  West  Roxbuiyfor  three  years,  trom 
May  1,  1S71.  at  .M.iii'i  in  ■  am. urn.  Severally  read 
twice  and  parsed,  in  concurrence. 

order  fixing  -.il.i  •■-  id  di  i  <  lender.-,  as  follows: 
North   Harvard-street    Bridge,  $200   Der  annum; 

Cambridge  e!   I  ridge.  S2.".ii   per  annum  ;   West- 

ern-avenue  I'.:  blur.  -.'.  u  per  .ini.iiui ;  provided  the 

same  ; uni  <  ale  p      I  b\    lie    ci   \  of  Ca  abridge. 

Ordered  lo  a  -croud  leading. 

Order  to  allow  : paj  to   he  Superintendent  of 

Dover-street,  Bridge  $300    per    annum   additional, 
for    assistance   in    operating   the   draw   of   said 
bridge. 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward   7— I  would    impure    of    the 

committi  e    In    re; -  I'n     li  -   'uc, ease  uf  salary. 


Mr. 


the  City  Covernment 


dinners,   which  every   person  has  not  the   oppor- 
tunity of  doing. 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— While  I  am  in  favor  of 


has  SHOO  ::  year,  with  a  house  for  his  family,  the 
rent  of  which  would  xinount  to  .$500,  and  he  also 
does  considerable  work  outside  in  piloting  ves- 
sels. He  has  as  good  salary  as  any  other  draw 
tender,  and  I  think  it  is  amply  sufficient  and  one 
which  a  great  nianv  people  wo'uld  be  {lad  to  get 
at  this  time.  Perhaps  some  one  else  would  do  the 
work  for  that  money  with  a  gieat  deal  more  satis- 
faction to  the  citizens  of  South  Boston,  to  say  the 
least. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— The  "peunanent  mem- 
ber" of  the  Council  has  stated  the  amount  of  the. 
salary  correctly,  but  the  travel  over  that  bridge 
has  doubled,  1  think,  during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years.  Since  the  bridge  was  repaiied  a  year  or 
two  ago,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  add  fifty 
or  seventy-five  tons  of  ballast  to  the  end  opposite 
to  that  which  projects  over  the  channel,  and  to 
work  the  draw  it  is  necessary  to  have  three  men. 
After  listening  to  his  explanation,  the  Committee 
on  Salaries  though;  that  slfon  was  not  sufficient 
and  unanimously  voted  to  increase  it  §300. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  rea  ling — 29 
for  and  27  against— and  was  laid  over. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    The  Auditor's  exhibit  for 
April  was  submitted,  and  ordered  sent  up. 
Appropriations 
Revenues,  etc.      Kxpeiiiu-cl.     Cnexpiiideil. 

General $.1 3.842 ,:t-'i"  ss        »>0,7n:i  2i>        >d::.%i,i;4l  i,-j 

Special 4,165,58179      (      17,839  44  4,147,742  33 

$18,007,932  67       $598,548  70       $17,409,383  97 
City  Treasvrer.    The  City  Treasurer  submitted 
a  report  of  his  accounts  as  they    stand   upon  his 
books,  giving  the  state  of  the  different  funds.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Treasurer's  Department. 

PETITIONS-  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—Petition  of  John 
Proctor  ct  al  ,  for  the  removal  of  the  bath  house 
at  Coinmerci.,1  Point,  Ward  10.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Bathing. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 -Petitions  of  Oilman 
&  Cheney,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Medford  street;  Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  for  leave  to 
erect  wooden  building  east  of  Mercantile  street; 
J.  H.  George,  to  erect  wooden  bail  ling  on  Second 
street;  Charles  Currier,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  Washington  street,  Ward  10;  Metio- 
politan  Railroad  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  passage  in  rear' of  Marlborough  street 
and  one  on  Parker  street. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15-Petitinn  of  Jo-eph 
Stewart,  to  l-e  compensated  for  injuries  to  his 
child  by  the  falling  of  an  icicle  from  the  roof  of 
the  primary  schoolhouse  in  Concord  street.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Claims. 

WATER  FOR  THE  OUTLYING  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  were  referred  the  request  of  the 
Water  Board  for  an  additional  appropriation  for 
water  pipes  in  Wards  13,  14, 15  and  10,  and  the  oi- 
ders  r  lath  c  to  a  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and 
10,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  act  ompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
I'Mnanee,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  extension  of  water  works  in  Wards  13,  14,  15 
and  10,  and  also  to  cover  the  expense  of  making 
surveys  lor  the  extension    of  the  water  works  in 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading, 

THE  CHARLES  RIVER  WATER  Sl'PPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  an  order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  tor  the  city 
from  Charles  River,  as  the  wants  of  the  city  may 
from   time   to    time    demand,  submitted    :i    report 
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obtaining  from  Charles  River  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston  amounting:  to 

Ten  million  gallons  p-er  clay,  for  ten  years,  until 
1884— taken  from  the  river  at  Newton  Uppet  Falls ; 

And  twenty  million  gallons  for  ten  years,  from 
1884  to  1894:' and  thirty  million  gallons  for  ten 
years,  from  1894  to  1904^-taken  from  the  river  at 
South  Xatick ; 

And  forty  million  gallons  for  ten  years,  from 
1904  to  1914*:  and  fifty  million  gallons  for  ten  years, 
from  1914  to  1924— taken  from  the  river  at  some 
higher  point ; 

And  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  such  as  will 
enable  the  City  Council  to  compare  it  with  the 
plan  for  a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River,"  re- 
ferred to  me  oy  your  committee,  I  desire  to  re- 
spectfully report— 

Understanding  that  the  object  of  the  order 
was  to  obtain  merely  preliminary  and  roughly 
approximate  estimates,  as  a  means  of  judging 
whether  further  investigation  in  this  direction 
should  be  made,  rather  than  to  require  an 
exhaustive  examination  of  the  Charles  as  a  source 
of  supply;  and  further  understanding-  that  an 
early  reply  was  expected,  I  have  had  made  approx- 
imate estimates  of  the  cost  of  works  from  such 
data  as  were  at  hand  and  such  as  were  given  by  a, 
few  levels  am'  could  be  collected  in  a  hasty  "re- 
connoissance  of  the  grounds. 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  the  estimates 
are  onlv  roughly  approximated  and  that  the 
schemes"  of  *-orks  estimated  upon  have  been 
hastily  devised. 

The"  first  estimate,  or  that  for  Newton  Upper 
Falls,  is  for  a  conduit  on  the  line  and  of  the  size 
of  that  proposed  for  Sudbury  River,  carried  to 
the  village  of  Upper  Falls,  with  a  force  main  lead- 
in  to  a  point  on  the  river  just  above  the  village. 
It  also  includes  the  cost  of  a  large  storage  basin 
formed  by  a  dam  at  South  Xatick,  which  from 
levels  recently  taken  it  is  thought  it  is  practicable 
to  build. 

Storage  basin,  including  land 5625,000 

Conduit,  inlet  chambers  at  reservoirs,  etc 1,100,000 

Foree  mams,  r^e-  ivin_  v,  -11.  t-n.dn.-s,  engine 
foundation  and  buildings  (of  a  temporary 
character) 230,000 

81.'"   

Superintendence  and  contingencies 105,500 

32,150,500 
Lift  of  engines,  50  feet. 

In  transferring  the  works  to  South  Xatick  it 
will  be  necessary  to  put  up  a  new  engine,  at  that 
place  before  the"  old  ones  at  Xewton  Upper  Falls 
can  be  adapted  to  the  new  lift  and  moved,  hence 
the  works  will  from  the  first  be  of  capacity  to  de- 
liver fully  thiitv  millions  of  gallons. 

The  estimate  isjfor  extending  the  conduit  from 
Upper  Fails  to  South  Xatick,  crossing  Charles 
River  on  a  high  level  bridge ;  two  force  mains,  each 
1000 feet  longT  a  new  engine,  with  buildings,  found- 
ations, receiving  well,  etc.,  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter. 

Conduit  extension,  including  land  damages 31,900,000 

Engine,  engine  foundations,  buildings,  receiv- 
ing well  and  force  mains,  altering  and  mov- 
ing old  engines,  etc. 360,000 

32,260,000 
Superintendence  and  contingencies 226,000 

Cost  of  transfer 32,486,000 

The  order  requires  an  estimate  to  be  made  for  a 
scheme  of  works  to  be  built  after  the  year  1900,  by 
which  the  water  shall  be  brought  to"  the  city  by 
gravitation. 

Levels  have  been  taken  some  seventeen  or 
eighteen  miles  above  South  Xatick,  measured  by 
the  river,  and  the  water  at  that  distance  had  not 
sufficient  elevation  to  be  brought,  to  the  city 
without  pumping.  It  is  evident  that  the  cost  of  a 
conduit  for  such  a  distance  would  be  large,  and 
that  the  watershed  above  the  point  v  here  suffi- 
cient elevation  can  be  found  would  be  so  small  that 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  build  gravitation 
works  for  this  source  and  as  the  surveys  required, 
for  the  basis  of  an  estimate  for  such  works  would 
take  considerable  time.  I  have  not  attempted  to 
make  one. 

Unquestionably  the  conduit  would  never  be 
carried  beyond  South  Xatick. 

For  a  supply  of  forty  million  gallons  and  up- 
wards, a  new  engine  with  foundations,  force 
mains,  etc..  would  be  required,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  is  about  $100,000. 

The  yearly  cost  of  pumping   at  Newton  Upper 


Falls  would  be  about  82400  for  each  million  of  gal- 
lons per  day,  and  at  South  >atick  about  S1000." 

The  drainage  area  of  the  Charles  above  South 
Xatick  is  150  square  miles,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
water  surface  above  the  present  mill  dam  at  that 
place  is  a  little  over  100  feet  above  mean  high 
tide.  Jos.  P.  Da-vis, 

City  Engineer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  sent  up. 

A  CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  "Ward  12,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  a  quarter- 
past  eight  o'clock,  being  the  order  authorizing  the 
employment  of  draughtsmen  for  service  in  the 
department  of  Public  Buildings,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  .83500  per  year. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading.  : 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— When  that  order  came 
to  the  Council  I  had  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  it  was  framed  with  the  view  of  "  saving  the 
city  the  expense  of  employing  an  architect  and 
draughtsmen,  which  has  been  done  at  an  expense 
of  about  818.000  a  year.  But  I  saw  at  a  glance 
that  the  saving  anticipated  would  not  be  made 
without  the  employment  of  an  architect  to  super- 
intend the  draughtsmen.  I  have  therefore  prepared 
an  amendment,  which  I  offer  as  a  substitute  «>■ 
the  original  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  employ  a  permanent  archi- 
tect and  draughtsmen  for  service  in  said  depart- 
ment, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  live  thousand  dol- 
lars per  year,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Building:  and  that  the 
architect  act   also  as  Assistant-Superintendent  of 


on  Public  Buildings  commenced  their  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject  their  desire  was  to  prepare  a 
plan  which  would  be  the  most  economical  for  the 
city.  They  were  impressed  with  the  fact  that  we 
we're  unnecessarily  spending  a  great  deal  of  money 
f or  this  purpose;  we  think  the  report  made  will 
cover  the  ground,  ahd  that  we  cannot  get  along- 
cheaper  any  other  way.  We  are  also  aware  that  it 
is  possible  to  obtain  better  service  and  do  better 
under  this  substitute  order,  if  the  Council  see  fit 
to  give  us  more  money,  and  as  one  of  the  coinmit- 


add  anything  to  what  has  been  said,  but  I  trust 
this  amendment  may  prevail.  I  suppose  the 
statements  made  when  th>.  subject  was  up  at  the 
last  meeting  are  well  understood.  We  have  been- 
spending  for  the  services  of  architects,  during 
the  last  lour  or  five  years,  an  average  of  818. noo  a 
year.  This  year  the  expense  has  only  been  812,- 
000,  and  that  -without  reckoning  any  architects' 
services  in  connection  with  Latin  and'High  School, 
which  will  amount  to  three  or  four  thousand  more. 
It  has  occurred  to  the  committee  that  here 
is  a  service  on  which  som>  thing  may  be 
saved  to  the  city  and  the  plan  as  present- 
ed in  the  report"  seemed  to  meet  the  case.' 
They  reported  against  the  employment  of  a  per-' 
marient  architect  because  they  thought  one  could 
not  be  secured  without  great  expense.  But  upon 
further  investigation  we  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  an  architect  can  be  bad,  with  a  draughtsman 
or  two,  and  yet  come  within  the  amount  named  in 
the  gentleman's  order.  Although  it  may  seem 
like  a  committee  going  against  their  own  report,  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  order  should  be  passed  in 
preference  to  the  one  recommended  in  the  origi- 
nal report. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order,  as 
amended,  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

FOrRTH  OF  JT7LV. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  order  for  tlie  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  the  expense  of  the  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed  825,000. 

The  motion  was  lost. 


SALARIES  OF  REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  the  orders 
fixing  the  salary  of  each  of  the  Registrars 
of  Voters  at  §2500  per  annum,  and  of  the  Assist- 
ant-Registrars at  84  per  day  of  actual  service,  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  days,  were  taken  from  the 
table,  read  a  second  time'and  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 


274' 


C  OM-M  ON      C  O  U  N  C  I  L , 


CITY  BUILDING  IN  l'EMBEMON  SQUARE. 

Mr..  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Orders  I,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build-' 
inss.be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  altera- 
tions in  the  building  numbered  30  Pemberton 
square,  to  adapt  the  same  for  the  use  of  city 
offices,  at  an  estimated  oust  of  #40110;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
BuiKtTngs.    ',  ..    ■       .     . 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— As  the  pressure  upon 
the  different  departments  for  more  room  is  .very 
great,  that  we  may  proceed  with  this  work  as  soon 
as  possible  1  move  a.  suspension  of  the  rule  requir- 
ing the  order  to  lie  over'. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 43  for,  0  against— and' 
the  order-was  read  a  second  time  and  passed., 

PUNISHMENT  OF  TRUANTS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  upon  the  second 
day  of  May,  1X73,  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth passed  an  act  concerning  truant  children 
and  absentees  from  school,  which  commences  in 
this  way:  "Section  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall 
make  provision,"  etc.  It  is  a  mandatory,  act  and 
as  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  it  by  the  City 
Council  I  have  an  ordinance  which  I  ask  leave  to 
introduce,  and  move  that,  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

-  Section  1.  Any  person  described  in  the  first 
section  of  the  "Act  concerning  truant  children 
and  abs«Btees  from  school,"  passed  May  second, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hum lied  and  sev- 
enty-three, upon  conviction  of  any  offence  de- 
scribed in  said  act,  shall  be  punished  by  confine- 
ment in  the  House  for  the  Employment  and  Ref- 
ormation of  Juvenile  Offenders  not  exceeding  two 
years. 

-  Sect.  2.  The  House  for  the  Employment  and 
Reformation  of  Juvenile  offenders,  now  estab- 
lished at  Deer  Island,  is  hereby  assigned  and  pro- 
vided as  the  place  of  confinement,  instruction  and 
discipline  required  to  be  provided  by  the  iirst  and 
sixth  sections  of  said  act. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

WATERSHED  OF  MYSTIC  1AKE. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  '  Mayor  be  instructed,  if  he 
shall  find  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
the  power  does  not  already  exist,  to  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  authority  for  the  city  to  build  such 
reservoirs  and  take  such  other  means  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  Mystic  Waterworks  the 
total  available  rainfall  of  the  Mystic  watershed. 
.  Mr.  Dean— The  reason  I  offer  this  order  at  this 
time  is  that  I  heard  some  question  raised  the  other 
day,  when  we  were  viewing  the  Mystic  Valley  and 
the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen,  as' to  whether  the 
city  had  the  requisite  authority  under  any  law,  as 
it  now  existed,  to  build  reservoirs  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  rainfall  within  the  Mystic  water- 
shed. Of  course  there  is  no  objection  to  the  city 
having  the  requisite  authority,  as  it  is  quite  plain 
that  some  day— whatever  becomes  of  the  great 
question  npw  under  discussion— it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  avail  ourselves  of  that  watershed,  and 
probably  it  will  be  advisable,  with  reference  to 
the  character  of  the  water  that  is  to  be  used  from 
the  Mystic  basin,  that  more  of  that  rain- 
fall stiould  be  secured.  It  also  appears  by 
the  reports  of  the  City  Engineer  that  the 
Mystic  Water  Works  may  be  made  available  im- 
mediately for  securing  a  temporary  supply  for  the 
city;  there  is  no  question  as  to  those,  works  being 
made  available  to  that  extent.  This  order  mere- 
ly contemplates  obtaining  for  the  -city  the  requis- 
ite authority,  should  it  Ijecome  necessary  to  use 
that  authority ;  and  it  is  in  the  form  of  applying 
to  the  Legislature,  provided  the  City  Solicitor 
shall  be  of  the  opinion  that,  the  city  does  not  al- 
ready have  that  authority,  because  if  we  wait; 


few  weeks,  perhaps  it  may  be  too  late  to  make 
application  to  tl     T 
ful  legislation. 


Legislature,  or  secure  success- 


The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following : 
Ordered;  That  three  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Aldermen  may  join,  be 
a  special  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
suitable  observance  of  the  17th  day  of -June  next 
in  the  Bunker-Hill  District,  and  that  said  connuit- 

i.ee.  In'  a  ill  hoi  i/.eil  to    c\  peiu]     for     I  ll.it    pin  po-e  the 

income  of  the  Foss  fund  and  the  Babcock  fund, 


amounting  to  about  three  hundred  dollars,  aud  in 
addition  thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  In- 
cidentals. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading, 

Mr.  Pray— Probably  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mor  Council  is  well  aware  that  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  the  city  of  Charlestown  to  celebrate 
the  anniversary  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  It 
is  the  desire  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Charlestown  District  that  the  city  of  Boston 
should,  this  year,  celebrate  the  coming  anniver- 
sary as  has  been  the  custom  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  to  do  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17— How  much  has  the  city 
of  Charlestown  been  accustomed  to  appropriate? 

Mr.  Fray  of  Ward  21— Different  sums  have  been 
appropriated  in  different  years,  from  one  to  five 
thousand  dollars.  Xext  year  being  the  centennial 
anniversary,  it  was  deemed  proper  that  the  appro- 
priation called  for  this  year  should  be  light.  I 
will  also  give  some  explanation  of  the  Foss  and 
Babcock  funds,  which  amount  to  about  §7000. 
The  income  from  the  Foss  fund  is  to  be  devoted 
to  the  celebration  of  the  17th  of  June;  the  income 
from  the  Babcock  fund  is  to  furnish  music  in 
Charlestown  each  year. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  suppose  that  thi<  order 
may  strike  some  members  of  the  Council  as  rather 
a  singular  one,  it  being  for  a  celebration  for  only 
a  part  of  what  is  now  Boston.  But  I  trust  it  will 
prevail.  The  amount  called  for  is  very  small;  the 
income  from  the  funds  specially  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  is  nearly  enough  to  do  what  is  desired 
this  year,  and  the  appropriation  of  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars  additional  will  be  am- 
ple for  all  that  is  required.  The  17th  of  June 
is  the  day  of  days  in  that  district.  ■  It  is 
especially  regarded  with  a  great  deal  of  interest 
by  the  older  residents  of  what  was  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  and  they  trust  that  the  feeling 
which  has  been  expressed  by  those  who  try. to 
represent  them  here  will  prevail,  and  that  they 
will  not  be  deprived  this  year  of  the  associations 
which  have  always  been  connected  with  that  day 
there.  Although  the.  order  may  appear  one-sided, 
I-trust  it  will  find  favor  with  the  Council. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
laid  over. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER    SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half-past 
eight  o'clock,  being  the  resolve  an  .  order  for  tak- 
ing waters  of  Sudlmrv  River  and  Farrn  Pond  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Train— I  now  move  that  the  resolve  and  or- 
der be  speeialh  assigned  for  next  Thursday  efet- 
ing  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  in  that  connec- 
tion I  offer  this  order  [sending  an  order  to  the 
Chair]. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  order  could  not  be  en- 
tertained at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings.  The 
question  was  on  Mr.  Train's  motion  to  specially 
assign. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  give  some  reason  for  deferring  this  matter. 
It  has  been  hanging  long  enough  to- have  some 
decjsiun.upon  it.  The  work  is  going  on  upon  the 
tunnel,  and  Boston  is  speudiug  at  the  rate  of  from 
five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars  a  day  in  carry- 
ing on  work  which  they  have  no  right  to  do.  It 
seems  to  me  that  too  much  time  has  already  been 
spent  in  fixing  upon  the  hour  for  discussion.  It 
has  been  put  off  once  or  twice,  and  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  for  a  further  postponement.  " 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  woitld  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  to  state  where  the  city  is 
spending  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars  a 
day  without  authority.  I  demand  from  him  a 
categorical  answer  to  that  question'.1 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Con  tractors  are  put- 
ting the  tunnel  through  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir; thev  are  at  worktiiere,  and,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  city  has  given  them  no  authority  If  au- 
thority has  been  given  them  I  do  not  know  why 
we  are  here  talking  over  this  question,  for  I  un- 
derstand that  it  is  to  give  them  that  authority  that 
this  order  comes  up. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— When'  the  order  was 
passed  appropriating  live  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  taking  the  water  from  Sudbury  River,  the 
Water  Hoard  were  instructed  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  begin  the  necessary  work.  After  they 
had  done  so  they  found,  on   consultation  With  the 
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Citv  Solicitor,  that  a  special  order  was  necessary 
from  the  City  Council  authorizing  theni  to  seize 
the  water  and  make  the  necessary  connection 
with  Sudbury  River.  They  proceeded  legally,  so 
far  as  they  were  instructed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  as  to  saying  that  they  are  illegally  spending 
the  city's  money,  it  is  all  nonsense. 

Mr.  Train— I  have  no  wish  to  delay  action  upon 
this  matter,  but  I  supposed  from  consultation 
during  our  examinations  last  Saturday,  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  diversity  of  opinion  and  a  de- 
sire fcr  more  information  and  light  than  we  have 
vet  got  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
anv  one  came  here  tonight  with  the  purpose  of 
voting  directly  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  think 
we  are  prepared  to  do  so,  and  I  believe  a  delay  of 
a  week  is  needed,  so  that  we  may  have  a  digest  of 
what  we  have  seen  and  heard  during  our  examina- 
tions. It  is  to  have  the  matter  sifted  down  that  I 
make  tins  motion  and  offer  that  order  which  I 
handed  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— If  the  order  has  anything 
to  do  with  this  subject,  I  would  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  President— That  is  not  necessary.  The  Chair 
will  read  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Train,  It  is  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  give  a  public  hearing  on  the  question  of 
introducing  a  further  supply  of  water  to  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  judge  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  hi  saying  that  we 
should  not  take  a  vote  tonight,  but  should  have 
the  matter  digested  before  taking  a  vote,  that  he 
somehow  or  other  has  the  idea  that  the  matter 
will  be  discussed  and  immediately  on  the  same 
night,  upon  the  termination  of  the  discussion,  the 
vote  will  take  place.  He  also  urges  that  there 
should  be  more  light  before  the  vote  is  taken. 
Now  this  matter  is  of  such  importance  that  it  is 
going  to  be  quite  difficult,  in  a  very  short  time— 
although  we  may  hear  very  elaborate  arguments 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other— to  weigh  the  rea- 
sons and  balance  them  fairly.  Is  it  not  letter, 
on  the  whole,  that  the  discussion  should  take 
place  from  time  to  time.  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  that  there  ought  to  be  a  full  in- 
vestigation  and  knowledge  upon  all  the  schemes 
suggested,  in  order  that  each  may  stand  upon  its 
rnerits,  in  order  that  the  Council  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  investigate  this  subject  fully.  I. am 
not  undertaking  to  deal  with  the  order  that  is 
proposed,  nor  do  I  care  to  oppose  it;  but 
after  all,  the  discussion  and  consideration  of 
this  subject  should  be  had  here.  We  have 
an  immense  amount  of  information  prepared  with 
a  great  deal  of  care,  but  it  will  undoubtedly  re- 
quire considerable  time  to  examine  it  carefully 
and  digest  it.  For,  while  it  is  stated  that  by  one 
scheme  the  water  will  cost  so  many  dollars  per 
million  gallons,  it  is  limited  to  one  quantity; 
and  by  another  scheme,  so  many  dollars  per  mil- 
lion gallons,  and  the  quantity  differs  materially; 
whil  -another  scheme  for  a  much  larger  amount 
which  you  will  be  required  to  pay  for  imme- 
diately and  are  not  going  to  want  for  many  years, 
yet  the  amount  per  annum  for  the  part  that  you 
will  wish  is  very  large  indeed.  All  these  consitiV 
erations  are  going  to  require  a  great  deal  of  care- 
ful investigation.  Very,  many  of  them,  and  all  of 
those  I  have  mentioned*  are  much  more  readily 
examined  by  carefully  looking  over  the  report* 
and  comparing  the  various  data;  but  however 
that  may  be,  i  there  are  other  considera- 
tions which  would  be  urged  by  different 
members  of  the  Council  according  as  each 
scheme  strikes  their  different  minds.  For  one, 
I  certainly  should  be  glad  to  have  the  dis- 
cussion go  on  with  deliberation  from  night  to 
night  as  long  as  the  Council  desires,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  when  the  subject  has  been  fully 
gone  over  the  Council  cannot  but  come  to  a  just 
conclusion,  whatever  that  is,  and  to  which  all  of 
us  must  submit.  It  cannot  but  be  supposed  that 
after  having  had  sufficient  investigation  the  minds 
of  all  will  gravitate  into  the  right  direction:  I 
should  very  much  I  like  to  heat  the  views  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  upou  the  different  projects 
from  time  to  time)  to  consider  them.  For  instance, 
my  colleague  from  Ward  12  has  n  projeet  that  re 
very  materially  different  from  that  of  the  majority 
-of  the  committee,  and  I  .should  like  very  .much 
indeed  to  hear,  him  statevvhatever  reasons  he  .has 
to  offer  iti  favor  of  that,  tonight,  that  they  may  be 
fully  before  us.    We  have  a  variety   of  projects, 


generally  can  understand  it.  I  am  sure  that  from 
the  very  large  experience  of  my  colleague  in  this 
particular  class  of  work,  the  experience  of  a  life- 
time in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  relating 
to  water  and  watersheds  and  mills  and  supplying 
mills  with  water ;  I  say  we .  have  one  among  us 
who  has  given  this  subject  an  intelligent  survey, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  listen  to  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  case  from  him.  I  should  not  be  dis,- 
posed  to  object  to  the  public  hearing,  if  any  one 
wants  it,  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  best  tff 
stop  all  discussion  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Denny.of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  know  exactly 
my  own  mind  on  this,  question ;  but  I  only  speak, 
for  myself.  The  testimony  upon  these  various, 
projects  is  so  very  full, the  statistics  so  many,  that 
it  all  lies  in  my  mind  so  crudely  that  I  should  not 
be  able  to  enter  into  an  intelligent  discussion  of 
the  subject.  Others  may  not  feel  as  I  do,  and  if 
they  wish  to  enter  upon  a  discussion,  I  do 
not  desiiv  to  debar  them.  But,  if  many 
feel  as  I  do,  that  they  have  not  had  time  to  study 
the  various  reports  so  that  they  can  feel  settled  in 
mind  with  reference  to  any  particular  project, 
and  would  not  feel  able  to  come  up  and  maintain 
their  position ;  I  think  they  would  like  to  have 
still  further  opportunity  to  discuss  this  subject 
before  entertaining  or  listening  to  any  new  feat- 
ures until  they  are  tolerably  sure  that  they  have  a 
pretty  clear  idea  of  what  is  best  to  be  done). 
That  is  my  conclusion,  but  if  any  gentle- 
man feels  "competent  tonight  to  present  his 
views  of  the  case,  I  should  feel  unahie  to 
ri-e  in  opposition  to  him  if  I  disagreed 
with. him.  I  nder  these  circumstances  I  feel  that 
we  should  not  make  much  headways — at  any  rat4 
it  would  not  be  intelligent  progress.  Furthermore, 
we  have  just  received  a  communication  from  the 
Committee  on  Water  in  reference  to  a  supply 
from  Charles  River,  and  have  heard  it  read,  but 
we  cannot  tell  what  effect  that  may  have  upon  our 
own  minds.  For  these  reasons  I  should  rather 
have  this  matter  postponed  another  week  before 
discussion  is  commenced.  When  we  do  take  hold 
of  this  subject,  I  think  we  shall,  at  last, .  have  to 
fall  back  upon  the  judgment  of  others  in  whom 
we  have  confidence,  more  than  upon,  any  argu- 
ments that  may  be  presented.. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  must  be  recollected 
that  if  any  member  gives  his  views  tonight  they 
will  be  regularly  reported,  and  others  will  have  a 
chance  to  read  them.  It  can  do  no  harm  to  con- 
sider them  in  print.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  pre- 
sent a  few  statistics  which  I  have  come  across  in 
regard  to  Charles  River,  so  that  my  friends  in  the 
Council  may  read  them.  • 

i  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  quite 
a  number  of  members  have  long  stories  to  tell  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  if  we  could  have  all 
that  information  printed  and  sent  out  to  the  varir 
ous  members  at  the  city's  expense,  so  that  they 
could  take  it  in  at  their  leisure,  they  would  apT 
predate  it  much  better  than  to  sit  here  and  listen 
to  what  nobodv  takes  any  interest  in.  It  would  all 
be  very,  plain  if  each  one  would  ^end  all  his  esti- 
mates to  other  meml>ers,  and  that  would  be  the 
easiest  way  the  information  could  be  obtained-, 
and  we  could  then  go  on  understandingly. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — We  have  been  a  long 
time  getting  ready  to  begin  a  discussion  on  this 
subject,  and  we  might  as  well  begin  now  as  next 
week.  We  have  put  it-  off  as  if  it  were  some 
terrible  thing.  I  think,  we  hail  better  get 
started,  and  see  how  it  works.  It  is  well 
understood  that  good  many  gentlemen  h^ve 
a  great  deal  to  say  to  us,  so  we  had 
better  let  the  floods  of  eloquence  burst  forth. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  in  a  better  frame 
of  mind  for  hearing  the  statements  of  gentlemen 
than  1  would  be  after  I  get  committed  to  one  plan. 
Then  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to  cenvinee  me.  I 
am  in  a  .receptive  frame  of  mind  at  present,  and  I 
should  like  to  begin  to  hear  and  get  through  with 
it  before  the  hot  weather.         .   ;, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree  with  my  friend 
from  Ward  12..  It  is  perfectly  right  thatthe  gen7 
tleman  who  offered  the  minority  report— ^  very 
brief  .one  compared  with  the  voluminous  report  of 
the  majority— if  he  is  ready  to  state  his  reasons,  I> 
as  one,  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  them,  and,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  y  lias  said,, whatever  he 
may  say  will  go  into  the  report,  and  we  can  take 
his  facts  and.  statements  and  consider  them.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  give  us  the 
reasons  for.  his  minority  report.,  and  then  we  can 
eompare  then)  with  those  of  the  majority. 
.Mr.  Train  :of  Ward  13— I  had  no  desire  'to  clieck 
debate,  and  will  withdraw  the  motion.    I  have  m? 
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desire  to  stop  any  gentleman  from  making  an  ar- 
gument that  will  spoil  by  keeping  it  a  week. 

The    question  was  on   giving    the    resolve  and. 
order  a  second  readme. 

:  Ml.  Warren  of  Ward  12— If  we  admit  the-ex- 
igeney  for  taking  possession  of  Sudbury  River 
and  flowing  it  back  into  Farm  Pond,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  to  take  possession  of  the  watershed 
territory",  and  all  the  ponds  and  tributaries  lead- 
ing to  the  river,  is  it  then  actually  necessary  to 
build  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  on  a  circuitous 
route  through  South  Xatiek.  a  distance  of  sixteen 
and  a  half  miles,  one  ami  a  half  milei  of  which 
run  through  rock  tunnel,  and  one  and  three- 
fourths  miles  over  marshes  and  rivers,  by  means 
of  siphons  and  conduits  supported  -on  "arches'? 
Does  it  not  seem  like  another  Hoosac  Tunnel  un- 
dertaking? It  is  stated  that  rive  millions  of  dollars 
is  the  estimated  cost,  but  they  have  left  out  a 
large  portion  of  the  cost.  It  does  not  include 
15,800  feet  of  forty-eight-inch  pipe  for  siphons, 
which,  it  is  claimed,  are  necessary  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work.  Then  the  sum  of  S375.0DO  is 
put  down  for  the  damage  on  land  and  mill 
property.  Whether  this  is  meant  for  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  damage  we  do  not 
know.  It  may  be  construed  either  way. 
The  estimated  cost  given  us  •  by  the  Water  Board 
cannot  be  relied  upon,  with  the  exception  of  that 
for  the  briek  work  and  a  few  of  the  minor  parts. 
So  far  as  it  concerns  the  excavation,  tunnel  work, 
and  laying  the  siphons  and  arches,  it  is  all  guess 
work,  and  the  judgment  of  auvpractical  mechanic 
is  as  likely  to  be  correct  as  that  of  the  Water 
Board;  for  the  material  to  be  displaced  cannot  be 
seen  or  estimated  upon  until  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. Should  this  scheme  be  adopted,  we  may 
consider  ourselves  fortunate  if  the^  cost  of  the 
works  when  completed  does  not  figure  up  over 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  without  including  one 
dollar  for  damages  to  mill  property,  etc.  The  es- 
timated cost  of  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  was 
S'101.304.  [See  page  212  "History  Boston  Water 
Works].  The  cost  has  been  about  two-and-a-half 
millions.  They  did  not  guess  within  one  half. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  ( 'ochituate  \\  ater  Works 
was  82,051,643.  The  commissioners  said  they  knew 
of  no  reason  why  the  expense  should  exceed  the 
estimate.  iSee  'statement,  page  i'.4.  ••History  Bos- 
ton Water  Works."!  But  we  find  that  it  cost  about 
85,0110, mil)  or  more.  There  are  n»  signs  of  retrench- 
ment, and  the  present  scheme  will  be  a  pattern  of 
the  others.  On  page  37,  Document  No.  29,  it  is 
stated  that  the  conduit  crosses  a  tributary  to  the 
lake,  and  preparations  will  be  made  to  discharge 
water  into  the  lake.  A  conduit  will  probably  be 
wanted  for  that,  which  will  be  another  extra'bill 
of  expense.  But  if  it  is  necessary  to  let  the  water 
into  the  lake,  why  not  stop  the  conduit  there?  If 
they  let  the  water  into  the  lake,  they  must  make 
another  from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir  to  let  it 
out,  otherwise  it  will  be  of  no  benefit.  There  is 
another  bill  of  82,000,000,  In  fact,  Mr.  President, 
I  can  see  but  one  result— an  immense,  perpetual 
bill  of  expense.  The  engineer  already  contem- 
plates abandoning  the  siphons,  and  substi- 
tuting level  conduits,  which,  if  done,  will 
involve  another  bill  of  over  half  a  million. 
We  have  at  the  present  time  a  conduit  running 
from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir  which  has  an  inter- 
nal area  of  twenty-four  square  feet.  This  cost 
9817.117  73.  [See  page  200, "  H  istory  of  Boston  Water 
Works. "J  Another  conduit  could  be  built,  a  little 
larger, within  a  few  feet  (or  safe  distance),  parallel 
with  the  present  one,  and  set  higher  up  in  the 
lake,  for  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Then 
one-half  of  a  million  would  pay  for  land  and  other 
contingencies  and  increasing  the  size  of  the  mains 
and  pumping  works  on  the  Mystic,  so  that  all  the 
surplus  water  could  be  added  to  the  Cochituate. 
Then  the  reservoirs,  aided  by  the  Mystic,  would 
furnish  an  amnle  supply  while  the  enlargement  of 
the  tunnel  is  being  made.  AH  of  which  could  be 
done  in  one  season.  After  the  completion  of  the 
new  conduit,  the  water  could  be  turned  off  from 
the  other  until  it  could  be  repaired  in  its  weak 
places,  and  thereafter,  if  used  under  a  light  pres- 
sure, would  be  as  good  as  new.  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  alone  will  sustain  us  two  months.  [See 
statement,  page  25ti,  "History  of  Boston -Water 
Works."]  If  necessary,  a  temporary  pipe  can  be 
laid  over  the  hill,  and  we  could  pump  all  the 
water  in  the  conduit  over  into  the  reservoir. 
We  should  then  have  a  conducting  capacity  in  the 
two  conduits  of  about  fifty  square  feet..  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  siphons  at  the- crossing  of  Chailes 
River  are  the  ■  cauHe  of  impeding  the  velocity  of 
water  and  increasing  the    pressure  upon  the  con- 


duit to  a  serious  extent.  The  aggregate  area  of 
the  three  siphons  at  Charles  River  is  seven  square 
feet  less  than  the  capacity  of  the  conduit.  This 
deficiency,  the  friction,  and  the  changing  of  the 
direction* of  the  column  of  water,  render  a  great 
impediment  to  its  natural  velocity.  With  straight 
and  level  pipes  across  the  river,  of  an  aggiegate 
capacity  equal  to  that  of  the  two  conduits,  and 
the  conduits  having  all  the  fall  due  from  the  high 
head  of  the  lake,  we  should  receive  all  the  water 
•we  may  need  for  forty  years.  The  plan  of 
the  Water  Board,  to  adopt  a  new  line  withoitt 
connecting  with  the  lake,  is  even  against  their  own 
wishes  in  many  respects,  according  to  their  own 
statements.  [See  page  40,  Document  No.  29.] 
The  water  will  hardly  see  daylight  from  the  time 
it  leaves  the  swamps  of  the  Sudbury  River  till  it 
is  brought  in  for  use.  It  seems  to  me  tnat  the  lake 
should  be  kept  nearly  full.  There  are  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  (property  of  the  city)  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  covered  with  vegetation  and 
pastured  with  cattle  when  the  lake  is  low,  .  But 
when  the  lake  rises  this  territory  is  covered  with 
water,  and  all  the  filth  from  the  cattle  and  vegeta- 
ble matter  is  turned  into  Boston  and  called  "pure 
water."  If  the  lake  is  kept  up  to  near  high-water 
mark,  we  should  tret  rid  of  this  nuisance  and  have 
in  reality  what  we  know  to  be  pure  water.  I  do 
not  know  that  you  can  find  these  ideas  worked 
out  in  any  book, 'or  that  there  has  been  any  scien- 
tific treatise  on  the  subject,  but  it  looks  reason- 
able to  me  i  that,  to  have  pure  water,  the 
lake  should  be  kept  at  a  uniform  height. 
While  at  high  water  in  both  the  lake  and  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir  there  is  a  fall  of  ten  feet  from  the 
lake  to  the  reservoir;  and  as  the  water  ordinarily 
stands  in  the  reservoir,  we  should  have  a  fall  of 
twelve  feet,  or  one  foot  to  the  mile— all  that  is 
claimed  on  the  other  route.  Now,  if  the  lake  can- 
not be  kept  full,  if  all  the  water  in  Sudbury  River 
is  found  insufficient  to  keep  the  lake  full,  then 
the  whole  project  must  be  a  failure,  and  hail  bet- 
ter be  abandoned  at  once.  If  1884  acres  of  water- 
basin  territory  are  not  sufficient  to  control  the 
.water,  we  had  better  give  that  up  also.  The  fact 
that  the  lake  has  heretofore  been  used  as  a  stor- 
age basin,  is  no  reason  that  it  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose  when  the  Sudbury  River  is  ailded 
to  it.  The  new  conduit  should  be  placed 
high  up  in  the  lake,  so  that  we  should 
receive  all  the  head  and  fall,  and  a  grad- 
ual descent  from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir. 
I  would  place  the  conduit  so  that  the  upper  interi- 
or part  would  come,  say,  2%  feet  below  the  hi^h 
water  of  the  lake,  and  the  interior  height  of  the 
conduit  being  about  &/.,  feet,  the  lake  could  be 
drawn  down,  if  need  be,  nine  feet  below  high  water 
before  we  lose  the  use  of  the  upper  conduit.  I 
contend  that  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  water 
and  keep  vegetation  from  creeping  in,  the  lake 
should  never  be  drawn  down  more  than  five  feet 
from  high-water  mark.  It  is  claimed  by  the  City 
Engineer  that  this  plan  will  reduce  tlie  storage 
supply  of  the  lake,  or  in  other  words,  that  we 
should  lose  a  part  of  the  Cochituate  water.  I 
think  he  entertains  an  erroneous  idea.  Sup- 
pose we  shut  off  the  water  of  Farm  Pond,  as 
it  is  today,  and  use  the  water  of  the  lake 
only,  and  suppose  the  lake  be  drawn  down 
to  'eight  feet  below  high  water,  we  will  then 
use  the  old  conduit  and  one  foot  of  water  in 
the  new  one.  This  would  supply  Boston  today, 
but  would  not  fill  up  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir; 
then  when  heavy  rains  come  and  fill  up  the  lake 
to  its  overflow,  and  being  able  to  draw  nearly 
three  times  the  water  that  we  now  can,  we  could 
fill  up  the  reservoir  in  a  very  short  time.  But  we 
can  never,  do  this  with  the  old  conduit  without 
running  it  under  a  pressure  and  endangering  the 
whole  structure.  In  thirty-six  years  from  this, 
the  population  of  Boston 'having  reached  i;s8,ono, 
we  shall  need  41,1X10,000  gallons,  according-  to  the 
Engineer's  estimate.  We  can  then  draw  the  lake 
■down  five  feet  below  high  water,  and  still  get  the 


(fill  it  up,  and  from  then  up  to  the  time  when  the 
ftdl  capacity  would  be  required,  the  two   conduits 

•would    draw   from  the  lake    quite  as  last  as  it 

.would  be  filled  with  heavy  rains.  If  not  so, we 
will  not  need  the  Sudbury  River  water  at  all. 
The  conduit  should  hav£  an  area  of  twenty-eight 
squaie  feet  (four  feet  in  area  larger  than  the  pres- 
ent one),  and  to  be  bridged  level  over  Charles 
River.     No  conduit  is  needed  from   Farm  Pond  to 

•  Lake  Cochituate,  anv  more  than  one  is  needed  in 
the  bed  of  Sudbury  River.  The  conduit 
would  be  about   one-half  the  size,    or  capacity. 
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of  the  one  proposed  by  the  Water  Board, 
the  latter  having  a  capacity  of  70,000,000  gal- 
lons per  clav;  and  of  course  having  the  same 
fall  we  should  have  35,0oo,ooo  gallons  per  day. 
This,  with  the  20,000,000  gallons  we  should  receive 
from  the  present  one  after  the  improvement- 
made  at  Charles  River,  would  give  us  55,000,000 
gallons  per  day.  If  after,  forty  years  hence 
Boston  should  need  more  water,  and  the  towns 
along,  the,  line  of  the  Sudbury  do  not  pre- 
vent us  from  talcing  it,  —  which  they  will 
have  a  right;  to  do  according  to  the  act  of 
the.  Legislature,— then  another  larger  .conduit 
<iould  be  built  in  place  of  the  present  one 
of  sufficient  capacity  for  the  times.  In  this  way 
we  can  provide  Boston  with  all  the  water  we  shall 
be  likely  to. get  in  this  direction  at  a  complete  cost 
of  aboot  five  million  dollars.  If  we  choose  the 
other  route,  in  my  opinion  (and  in  the  opinion  of 
many  others  competent,  to.  judge)  the  cost  for  all 
the  works  sufficient  for  the  Sudbury  River  and 
Lake  Cochituate  supply,  not  including  interest  on 
the  money,  will  amount  to  S8,000,000.  Damages 
on  mill  property,  lajyj  damages  and  cost  of  litiga- 
tion, §2,500,000.  I  have  included  the  building  of  a 
new  conduit.  Of  course  that  is  the  intention,  as 
s«op  as  it  can  be  done  after  the  other  route  is  es- 
tablished, for  the  old  one  has  been  condemned 
over  and  over  again  .  [See  Doc.  78,  page  105.]  No 
one  supposes  that  the  Cochituate  water  is  to  be 
abandoned.  The  people  will  not  submit  to  that. 
In  one  case  you  can  have  the  "pure  water"  for  five 
million  dollars.  In  the  other  you  can  have  the 
impvre.  water  for  ten  and  a  half  millions.  We  have 
our  choice.  The  Water  Board  will  tell  you  that  this 
is  putting  the  city's  money  where  it  will  do  the  most 

food,  but  the  people  "  cannot  understand  it. 
t  is  useless  to  deny  that  the  Sudbury  River  water 
is  strongly  impregnated  with  vegetable  matter, 
and  no  means  should  be  spared  in  preparing  for 
its  purification.  When  it  was  let  into  the  lake 
everybody  wondered  what  was  the  matter  with 
the  water.  It  will  require  at  least  ten  years  to 
clear  the  vegetaole  matter  from  the  new  basins 
so  that  the  water  will  be  free  from  the  swampy 
taste,  unless  it  is  turned  into  the  lake  to  be 
purified.  The  capacity  of  Farm  Pond  is  15-1,768,680 
gallons  [see  page  23,  Doc.  29],  and  by  using 
50,000,000  gallons  per  day,  it  would  fill  the  pond  or 
charge  in.  3.09  days.  It  would  only  have  time  to  pass 
straight  through  the  pond  to  the  inlet  of  the  con- 
duit with  butlittle  chance  for  settling  and  aeration. 
It  is  also,  claimed  that  a  conduit  on  the  new  line 
would  not  be  so  likely  to  wash  away  as  the  old 
one.  Now,  the  present  conduit  has  been  in  use 
over  twenty-five  years,  and  although  it  is  acknowl- 
edged that  it  was  not  half  built,  or  half  strong- 
enough,  we  "rave  had  no  trouble  with  its  breaking 
■away  and.  not  a  brick  has  ever  been  replaced.-  But 
■how  will  it  be  with  a  conduit  running  oyer  a  vast 
swampy  territory  with  miles  of  siphons,,  and 
arches  "supported  on  quick-and  foundation?  It 
seems  to  me  the  chances  of   accident  are  tenfold 

freater  than  they  would  be  on  the  present -line. 
.11  the  objections  to  the  Cochituate  route  are 
based  upon,  difficulties  out  of  sight,  the  character 
of  the  earth,  quicksand,  foundation,  etc.,  which 
are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people  to  investigate. 
But  the  long  and  successful  trial  the  present  con- 
duit has  had  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  safety  of 
its  ■  foundation  and  it  will  cost  double  to 
guard  and  look  after  the  two  lines  what 
it  -  would  if  the  present  line  is  adopted. 
The  Engineer  has  expressed  some  fears  in  case  a 
new  line  of  conduit  is  built  on  the  Cochituate 
route  that  the  old  one  might  be  undermined.  No- 
body else  would  suppose^  such  a  thing.  There  is 
no  occasion  for  interfering,  with  the  old  one  in 
the  least.  Land  is  of  little  account,  and  may  be 
purchased  for  a  small  sum  if  more  is  desired. 
The  Engineer  also  says  that  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty about,  entering  the  lake,  as  the  conduit 
would  need  to  be  put  down  so  low.  He  is  wrong 
there,  because  I  insist  that  the  -  lake  should  be 
■kept  near  the  high-water  mark,  and  hence  the 
■  conduit  should- be  laid,  much  higher  up  than  the 
present  «ner  and  not  go, down  to  the.depth  so  ob- 
jectionable in  the  case  of  the  present  .conduit. 
There  is  nothing  difficult  about  it.  It  is  a  plain, 
practicable  piece  of  work.  The  only  difficult  place 
is  that  near  the  lake,  and  tnat  would  be  wholly- 
obviated  by  laying  i  the  conduit  about  four  feet 
higher  than  the  old  one,-  thereby  saving  half 
a  million  dollars  in  the  cost,  and  keeping 
clear  of  all  danger  to  the  present  conduit. 
It  would  not  interfere  .  with  the  little 
dam  over  the,-.. conduit,-  which  the  Water 
Board    have    built    "for    the    cows    to    drink." 


It  will  be  remembered  that  when  the  members  of 
the  Council  visited  this  locality  and  found  a  large 
pond  of  -water  over  the  conduit,  the  question  was 
asked  why  a  certain  stone  obstruction  was  placed 
there.  The  answer  by  the  Superintendent  was 
'that  he  "supposed  it  was  made  for  "the  cows  to 
drink."  Now  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  dairy 
business,  there  would  have  been  no  artificial  pond 
over  the  conduit,  and  we  could  have  walked  over 
the  entire  ground  and  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  "quicksand"  which  we  had  been 
searching  for,  but  were  unable  to  find.  The  char- 
acter of  the  ground  through  which  the  conduit 
iuns  is  the  most  splendid  1  ever  saw.  We  found 
coarse  gravel  and  sand,  and  easy  dry  digging 
all  along  the  route.  We  might  search  the  coun- 
try over  arid  I  doubt  whether  we  could  find 
another  locality  every  way  so  favorable,  and  the 
engineers  showed  great  wisdom  in  their  selection. 
We  shall  need  the  w  ater  of  Sudbury  River  .or  some 
other  river  very  soon.  We  shall  also  soon  need  a 
greater  capacity  for  conducting  the  water.  We 
shall  need  it  long  before  a  conduit  can  be  com- 
pleted on  the  new  line.  The  Water  Board  say- 
that  the  conduit  is  insufficient,  and  that  they  will 
soon  have  to  run  the  conduit  under  a  great  press- 
ure, and  use  the  pumps  in  order  to  supply  the  de- 
mand. It  will  take  several  years  to  complete  the 
conduit  ready  for  use,  and  what  are  we  to  do  for 
water  during  th'-':.e  long  years  while  this 
immense  piece  of  work  is  being  completed. 
If  we  adopt  the  old  route  there  would  be  a  saving 
sufficient  to  pay  every  dollar  of  damage  to  mill 
property,  fronTthe  head  of  the  Sudbury  down  to 
tide  water,  and  have  enough  left  to  build  several 
parks.  Yes.  and  put  the  Mystic  in  good  order;  too. 
The  damage  to  mill  property,  of  course,  will  be  a 
matter  of  great  importance.  ,  But  this  will  be 
small  in  comparison  with  the  unnecessary  outlay 
which  would  be  expended  in  the  building  of  a 
conduit  over  the  proposed  new  line.  '  Let  us  not. 
however,  under  estimate  the  damage  to  mill  prop- 
erty on  the  Sudbury,  Concord  and  .Merrimae  riv- 
ers". It  is  thought  by  many,  that  the  owners  do 
not  hold  claim  to  the  surplus  water  running- 
over  thei--  dams.  This  is  a  mistake.  They  claim 
that  all  the  flood  water  passing  over  their  dams 
belong  to  them,  of  their  own  right  and  title,  and 
that  they  have  a  right  to  control,  and  utilize 
it  at  such"  times  and  iii  such  a  manner  as  they  like, 
and  that  no  State  or  city  has  a  right  to  hold"  back 
its  natural  flow  of  water  without  returning  full 
compensation.-  In  inany  of  the  mills  flood  water 
wheels  are  used. ,  In  Lawrence,  at  the  highest 
stages  of  the  water,  the  mills  use  wheels  to  utilize 
this  flood  water  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  loss 
of  back  water,  which  is  sometimes  sixteen  feet 
deep,  thus  reducing  the  head  from  thirty  to.  four- 
teen feet  effective  head.  In  such  cases  it  is  not 
in  the  dry  season  only  that  they  are  short  of  power, 
for  then  they  have  a'full  fall  of  water.  They  will 
claim  that  the  water  has  to  be  closely  economized 
in  high  stages  of  water  in  many  mills,  on  account 
of  the  diminution  of  the  head  and  fall.  Therefore 
every  gallon  of  water  hitherto  running  over  their 
dams,  if  held  back  and  diverted  from  the  original 
stream,  must  be  considered  in  the  bill  of  damages. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  reliable  plan  for 
estimating  the  damage  is  by  computing  the  horse 
power  of  the  water  taken  from  the  privileges  on 
the  rivers  affected  by  the  taking  of  the  water. 
From  the  best  know  ledge  that  can  be  obtained 
relative  to  the  capacity  of  the  river,  including  all 
the  flood  water,  50,000,000  gallons  per  day  is 
estimated;  this  is  overestimated  in  mv  opinion. 
Then  50,000.0110  divided  by  7.48  equal-  0,os'4.492  feet, 
divided  by  24  equals  27s. 520.5,  divided  by  00  equals 
•4642  per  minute.  Now  it  is  well  known  in  all 
water  mills,  where  there  are  ponds  of  ordinary 
size,  that  about  double  the  water  is  used  through 
the  day 'that  the  stream  ordinarily  affords,  draw- 
ing down  the  head  a  little,  so  that  it  will  fill  up 
during  the  night,  and  in  this,  way  double  the 
quantity  of  water,  and  hence  double  the  power,  is 
.obtained.  Therefore,  50,000,000  of  gallons  per 
twenty-four  hours,  or  4642  cubic  feet  per  minute 
•of  constant  flow,  as  applied  to  the  water 
wheels  in  twelve  hours,  instead  of  twenty- 
four,  would  be  9284  cubic  feet  per  minute. 
,This  is  what  the  mill  owner  will  claim.  Now  let 
us  see  how  much  power  can  be  made  available 
with  this  aii.iinn.unn  gallons  per  day,  or  its  equiva- 
lent used  in  tvvelve  hours.  Comio'cin  a,  be 
-first  mill  on  the  Sudbury— Brown's  Mills,  or  Simp- 
son's, 92S4  multiplied  by  62.5  multiplied  by  6,  di- 
vided by  ;;:;,<mm  multiplied  by  .80  equals  84.4  horse 
power.  Saxon ville  MilKwith  same  water  and 23 feet 
head,  323.5  horse  power.  ISillerica  Falls,  12  feet  head, 
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same  water,  168.8  horse  power.  Wamesit  Water 
Power  Company,  24  feet  fall,  337.C  horse  power. 
Massie  Falls,  8  feet  fall,  112.48  horse  power.  Mid- 
dlesex Mills,  12  feet  fall,  168:8  horse  power;  Essex 
Company,  Lawrence,  25  feet  fall,  351.6  horse  power. 
These  heads  ai e  all  rated  low  to  allow  for  drawing 
pond.  There  are  also  two  privileges  further  up 
the  river,  which  will  lie  flooded  out  by  the  water 
basins,  namely,  Charles  Alden's  Mill,  Ashland,  9 
feet  head,  and  Cutler's  Mills,  Ashland,  7  feet 
head.  Supposing  the  amount  of  water  '  to  he 
the  same  as  taken  from  the  other  mills,  we  should 
have  for  Charles  Alden's  126.56  and  for  Cutler's 
Mills  1)8.4 ;  making  a  total  of  1774.14  horse  power  from 
the  head  of  Sudbury  down  to  tide  water.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  principal,  the  annual  interest 
of  which  being  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
steam  power  for  this  amount  of  power,  would  be 
lair  and  equitable.  I  find  by  consulting  several 
reliable  manufacturers  using;  steam  power  that 
the  average  annual  cost  of  steam  power,  including 
interest  on  cost  of  engine,  repairs,  insurance,  etc.* 
is  §74  10  per  annum  per  horse  power.  Then  if  one 
horse  power  cost  this  amount,  1772.14  horse  power 
will  cost  1*131,315  57.  The  principal  of  which  this 
is  the  interest  at  7  per  cent,  is  si  ,875,930  77.  This 
does  not  include  land  damages  or  cost  of  litigation. 
It  is  claimed  by  some  that  if  a  portion  of  the 
stream  is  taken  the  whole  will  have  to  be  paid  for. 
However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  need  of  dispute 
upon  that  matter  on  the  Sudbury  River,  for  the 
amount  of  water  allowed  by  the  engineer,  viz., 
50,1)00. dim  gallons  per  day,  is  all  that  Hows  in  that 
river.  This  amount  of  water  gives  at  the  Saxoh- 
ville  Mills  ;{2.'!.5  horse  power  twelve  hours  per  day 
the  year  round,  while  the  proprietors  claim  only 
325  horse  power  (1.5  horse  power  more)  nine 
months  in  the  year  only,  and  frequently1  there  is 
not  water  enough  to  supply  the  boilers  and  for 
washing  purposes.  Now,  if  the  city  of  Boston  pay 
the  mill  owner  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  dam- 
age, that  gentleman  puis  the  money  out  atiseven 
per  cent,  interest,  and  he  tinds  the  income  will  pay 
all  the  expenses  of  steam  power  equivalent  to  the 
water  power  they  have  taken  away,  he  might  to  be 
satisfied.  However,'  lawsuits  will  undoubtedly 
grow  out  of  it,  bringing  the  whole  water  damage 
up  '  to  at  least  §2,000,000.  There  are  six- 
teen   factories    affected    by    taking    the  water. 

Estimate  of  Cost. 
It  is  intended  to  use  three  siphons,  only  one 
of  which  is  included  in  Water   hoard  esti- 
mate I  page   Its  and  US),  Doc.  29.)      There  are 
15,800  feet  not    included,  at    $20    per  foot, 

15,800x20 §316,000 

Water  Board  estimate  i  tun  low  i  [page  47,  Doc. 

29) 4,788,818 

Mill  damages,  e. imputed  It.hii  horse-power  by 

W... ".     1,875,936 

Cost  "f  litigation 21X1.0(111 

Conduit  over  Cocliituate  line 2,000,1)00 

Conduit  leading  from  crossing  of  tributary  of 

lake  ( page  :17,  Doc.  29 1 3011,0011 

Pi-ulifthlf  change  from  siphons  to  conduits  on 

arches  (page  79,  Doe.  29) . : 500,060 

Four  storage  basins,  dams,  etc.,  not   included, 

(page  4H.  Doe.  29;  also  page  34,  Doc.  29) 495,000 

Interest  on   sj.nuii.ootl  three  years,  a)    six  per 
cent,.. ^.,..,. ........... 720,000 

.  '  811,195,254 

Old  Route. 

Cost  of  condnit.... '.'., $1,500,000 

land  damages— seven  .vater  basins 090,00(1 

"      law  soils  and   contingencies 500,000 

"      mill  property  damage,  land   for  con- 
duit, etc '.     2,000;0OO 

Interest  on  $3,000,000  one  year,  at  six  per  cent.     .  180,000 

......  '      $5,170,000 

After  spending  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject,  I  am  confident  that 
the  plan  of  taking  the  Sudbury  River  is  the  most 
feasible  and  economical  of  all  others,  if  the  water 
is  brought  in  over  the  Cocliituate  route.  But  I 
trust  we  shall  look  in  other  directions  for  a  Water 
supply  before  we  burden  the  city  with  the  need- 
less expenditure  proposed  by  the  Cocliituate  Wa- 
ter Board.  .  Whatever -We  do," let  as  first  look  after 
the  purity  of  the  water  in  Lake  Cocliituate  and 
Mystic  River.  'Guard  against  drawing  down  the 
water  and' allowing  vegetation  to  grow  into  the 
lake.  Its  tendency  towards  the  pollution  of  the 
water  is  acknowledged  by  the  City  Engineer  and 
many  others  of  high  authority. 

Mr.  Adams  of  "VV  ard  14—1  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
$011  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  one'State- 
inent  that  he  made  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech. 
He*  states  that  the'  City  Engineer  .estimates 
the  damage  to  mill  property  at    i$375,000.     It  does 


say  "land  damages,  including  mill  property  taken, 
§375,000."  My  friend  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
mill  property  to  be  taken,  which  is  in  Ashland 
upon  the  locking  basin.  That  is  all  the  Engineer 
estimated  the  mill  damages  upon. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — The  gentleman  is  niigs 
taken.  The  mill  property,  above  the  land  dam- 
age, is  included.  Those  above  Brown's  Mill,  which 
I  omitted  in  my  statement,  because  they  were  to 
be  flooded  out  and  not  used  under  head.  We 
commenced  the  survey  at  what  is  called  Brown's 
Mill,  I  think,  and  then  we  went  through  to  the 
bottom,  and  afterwards  I  put  in  the  two  privis 
leges  above  Charles  Alden's  and  Cutler's  Mill:  be- 
fore put  in. 

Mr;  Adams  of  Ward  14—1  may  he  mistaken  in 
the  reading  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  but  I  un- 
derstood him  to-  sav  that  the  City  Engineer  gave 
the  whole 'land  and' mill  damage  at  S375.000,  for 
all  that  would  be  taken.  On  that  I  have  made  my 
statement  that  he  only  estimated  the  damages 
upon  the  mill  privileges  above  the  locking  basin. 
He  never  has  given  us  any  estimate  of  mill  dam- 
ages below  the  locking  basin.  In  Document  No. 
29',  he  distinctly  states  the  amount  of  mill  prop- 
erty to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Here  is  the  document 
(No.  29)  which  gives  the  cost-,  of  these  water  worKS. 
It  states  three  items— includes  pipe,  §7000,  etc., 
and  it  comes  over  to  land  damages,  including  mill 
property  taken,  837f>.000.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  the  Engineer  or  the  Water  Board,  but  there 
are  the  figures,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  mean 
the  whole  thing.  It  is  plain  that  the  cost  will  be 
only  about  rive  million  dollars,  and  certainly  if 
you  put  in  much  more  it  would  overrun  that  esti- 
mate considerably.  . 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Perhaps  it  would  he  well 
for  us  to;  review  the  history  of  this  question,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  more  properly  understood, 
which  I  can  do  in  a  very  few  words,  and  will  not 
tire  the  Council  with  a  very  extended  speech.  In 
•the  latter  part  of  1871,  the  matter  of  the  necessity 
for  an  additional  supply  of  water  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  City  Government  in  a  manner 
to  cause  action  on  its  part.  An  appropriation  of 
§10,000  was  made  to  cover  the  expenses  of  a  pre 
liminary  investigation,  having  for  its  object  the 
selection  of  the  best  source  of  supply.  The  Water 
Board  engaged  the  services  of  an'  hydraulic  en- 
gineer to  make  the  necessary  examinations  of  all 
the  available  sources  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston, 
and  it  appears  that  in  February,  1872  [see  City 
Document  No.  29,  1873,  appendix  page  51]  he 
made  a  verbal  report  which  led  them  to 
recommend  the  Sudbury  River  as  the  most 
desirable  source,  all  things  considered,  for  the 
city's  wants;  or  rather  the  Sudbury  and  Charles 
rivers  were  thus  recommended.  *  Referring  to 
page  eight  of  the  above-mentioned  document,  we 
find,  "It  was  then  decided  to  ask  for'  a  charter 
granting  the  right  to  take  water  from  either  the 
Charles  or  Sudbury  River,  and  to  leave  the  choice 
between  these  two' sources  to  be  made  when  more 
accurate  estimates,  based  upon  careful  surveys 
and  additional  information  in  regard  to  the  purity 
of  these  waters,  should  be  presented;  but,  during 
the  hearing  before  the  legislative  committee  to 
which  the  matter  was  referred,  it  was  thought  best 
to  limit  the  petition  to  a  single  source,  and 
on  account  of  the  strong  opposition  made  to  the 
taking  of  the  waters  of  the  Charles,  except  under 
restrictions  anil  conditions  that  were  considered 
onerous,  the  Sudbury  was  selected."  AH  act 
granting  the  waters  of  the  Sudbury  was  passed 
early  in  April,  1872,  and  the  board  immediately 
proceeded  to  connect  the  river  with  Lake  Cocb.it- 
uate,  to  avert  the  threatened  deficiency  in  the  sup- 
ply of  the  following  season.  For  this  energetic 
action  they  were  very  piopeily  commended  by  the 
citizens  aiid  by  the  press*.  The  works  for  tempo- 
rary relief  completed,  careful  surveys  and  esti- 
mates were  made  to  determine  more  accurately 
the  capacity  of  the  Sudbury  as  a  source 
of  supply  and  the  cost  of  bringing  its  waters  to 
the  city.  March  13.  1S73,  Hie  board  made  its  report 
to'the  fcity  Council  [see  City  Doc.  No.  29],  submit- 
.  ting  with  if,  the  report  of  their  Engineer  and  that 
of  Mr.  Chesbrough  of  Chicago,  the  I  well-known 
engineer  under  whose  direction  the  Cochituate 
Works  were  constructed.  In  the  report  of  the  En- 
gineer^ which,  bear  in  mind,  was  indorsed  and 
presented,  by  the  Water  Board,  the  Mystic  Lake  as 
>  a  source  of  supply  was  considciod, and  the  follow- 
ing extracts-  are  of  interest  in  this  connection. 
[See  City  Doc.  29,  page  67.]  It  is  evident  that 
Boston  could  derive  only  limited  supply  from 
it.     If     Charlestown    should     be     annexed  to 
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Boston  the  question  might  arise  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  to  build  works  tor  the  temporary  sup- 
ply of  the  latter  city,  which  could  hereafter  be 
made  available  in  the  extensions  that   will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  growth  of  Charlestown  and 
the  cities  now  suppled  from  its  works."    Assum- 
ing the  drainage  area  of  the  Mystic  Lake  as  thirty- 
one 'square  miles,  the  capacity  of  this  source  for 
the  year  of  drought  is  stated  at  seventeen  and 
one-half  millions  daily.    "With  this  report  befoTe 
them,   the    City    Council;  after  a  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  "subject,  and   at  a' time   when  it 
was   felt  the   strictest   economy   must  be   prac- 
tised*,  fully    committed  itself    to   the  Sudbury- 
River     project     in    making     an     appropriation 
of     $100,000     and     afterwards     §500,000     more, 
to  begin  the  works,  and    instructing  the  Water 
Board  to  proceed  to  introduce  a  supply  of  pure 
water  from  that  source.    It   was   supposed  this 
OTder  carried  with  it  the  power  to  do  all  acts, 
authority  for   which   had   been   granted  by  the 
Legislature    and   which  were   necessary  for  the 
accomplishing  the  end,  or  for  bringing  to  the  city 
a  supplv  of  pure  water  from  the  Sudbury  River, 
but  it  appears  that  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  "opinion 
that  the  authority  to  take  land  and  Water  Tights 
should    be    granted    in    express    terms;   there- 
fore the  board  have  asked  that  an  order  of  the 
proper   form   may   be   passed.     This,   in    brief, 
is  the  history  of  th?  action  of  the  Water  Board. 
After  receiving  the  above  instructions  a  contract 
was   made  with   parties   to   construct    a   tunnel 
through   a   ledge  bordering  upon  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir,  the  contract  price  of  which  was  about 
£300,000.    This  tunnel  will  probably  be  finished  in 
August  of  next  year.      Other  parts  of  the  works 
were  about  to  be  contracted  for  when  the  opinion 
of  the  Citv  Solicitor  was  received,  stating  that  a 
vote  of  the  City  Council  authorizing  them  to  seize 
the  land,  etc.,  must  be  passed  before  they  could 
proceed.    Such  a  vote  was  asked  for,  when  there 
appeared  to   be   some    opposition   to  the  whole 
scheme,  inasmuch  as  the  Mystic  works  had  come 
into  our  possession.    Whereupon  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  laid  upon  the  table.     The  various  orders 
which   In  ve    been    introduced    relative    to    the 
Mystic,  Shawsheen,    Charles    River,     etc.,     and 
which   were  referred   to    Committee    on  Water; 
have  all    been    carefully   considered,    and    the 
report    of  the     Engineer    upon     each     order   is 
in  print  in  the  documents  before  us,  and  no  argu- 
ments of  mine  can  put  the  matter   in   any  clearer 
light.    But  I  propose  to  do  in  this  case  as  I  should 
in  any  other  of   like  magnitude,  viz.,  be  governed 
in  my  judgment  by  the  highest  engineering  talent 
in  the  country,  anil  we  certainly  have   that  in  the 
reports  before  us.    If  we  had  a  railroad   to  build 
we  should  engage  an  engineer;   if  houses  were  to 
be  built  we  should   engage    an  architect,  and  we 
should  be    governed  by  their   scientific    skill  and 
knowledge  m  the  matter.    And  we  propose  to  do 
the  same  thing  in  this  case,  rather  than  follow  the 
vague  ideas  ot  irresponsible  parties,  who  make  as- 
sertions in  the  newspapers  and   elsewhere   simply 
to   blind   the   eyes,  when    they   cannot   substan- 
tiate  such    assertions   by   facts.      Now,  sir,   one 
word     in    regard     to     the     assertion    that   has 
been  made  repeatedly   in   this   hall,   that    con- 
tractors    were     urging    this    Sudbury    scheme, 
and  that  a  tremendous  pressure  has  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  the:  members  of  the  Council  to  Vote 
for  the  measure.    Having  been  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  for   two   years,  I  think  I  should  be 
likely  to  know  if  anything  of  the  kind  had  been 
done;  but,  on  the  contrary7  I  will  say,  that  from 
the  best  information  that  I  can  obtain,  no  person 
whatever  having  any  connection  with  the  City 
Government  has  ever  held  out  any  inducement  to 
any  contractor,  either  directly  or  'indirectly,  with 
regard  to    the  matter ;    and  as   for   any   pressure 
having  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  members, 
\%  any  has  been  niride  I  have  yet  to  learn  the  fact. 
In  my  own  opinion  the  assertion  is  mere  wind. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  would  like  to  have 
someone:  acquainted  with  this  matter  show  me 
where  the  damages  are  put  in.  There  is  an  item 
which  speaks  of  all  the  damages  to  mill  property, 
and  here,  on  page  58,  the  estimated  cast  of.  com- 
pleting the  works  to  secure  this  supply  and  convey 
n  to  Ghestnut-Hill  Reservoir  is  &5,150,000.  I  do  not 
see  any  other  damage  pux  down  but  that,  and  I 
thinkat  was  meant1  to  convey  the  idea  that  that 
was  all;  the  damage.  .(  >'."7  ' 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6 — If  the  gentleman  will  . 
look  ttpoo  page .46,  of  Document  No.  29,  he  will  see 
that  the  City  Engineer's  estimate  expressly  ex- 
sckoniHg '  the  value 
no  well-deteTinined 
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the  different  articles  mentioned  in  his  estimate. 
And  upon  page  47  he  savs.  ••land  damage.-,  includ- 
ing mill  property  taken."  I  did  not  understand  it. 
until  it  was  explained  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14,  but  it  seems  perfectly  clear  to  me  that 
the  land  damages  which  the  Engineer  embraces 
in  his  estimate  Include  the  lahd  necessary 
for  the  line  of  the  conduit  and  such  mill 
property  actually1  necessary:  to  be  taken, 
which,  as  the  gentleman  'stated,  include 
certain  property  with  which  I  am  not  acquainted. 
And  upon  page  5  of  the  report— I  have  no  doubt 
my' friend  from  Ward  12  means  to  be  very  fair- 
he  has  estimated'the  cost  of  completing  the  works 
required  to  secure  this  supply  and  to  convey  it  to 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  at  s?fl.le0,onn. '  It  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  fee  fair  to  impute  to  the  City 
Engineer  anv  idea  of  conveying  to' us  the  im- 
pression that  titi-  sr,, 150.1111(1  includes  mill  damages. 
I  have  no  interest  in  this  matter,  and  perhaps  like 
many  others,  am  all  at  sea  with  regard  to 
all  these  schemes  for  supplying  the  city  with 
water,  but  I  want  justice  done1  to  everybody, 
whether  in  the  employ  of  the  city  or  not,  who  has 
furnished  estimates  or  attempted  to  give  us  infor- 
mation. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  stated  the 
case  of  the  "Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir..  I  do  not 
impute  to  him  an  intention  to  reflect  upon  any- 
body, but  we  all  are  liable  to  be  mistaken, particu- 
larly if  we  have  anv  other  scheme  or  project  of 
our  own.  He  gives  the  cost  of  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir  at  s2,r>nn.oun,  while  the  original  estimate 
was  SHOO.OOO.  Now,  taking  those  words  by  them- 
selves, it  seems  to  me  that  some  one  has  been  very 
wild  in  his  estimates  ;  but  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
the  original  estimate  was  for  one  reservoir  which 
should  contain  rive  hundred  million  gallons ,,and  as 
I  understand  it,  although  I  a?v  not  familiar  with  the 
figures,  a  change  of  the  conduit  was  rendered 
necessary  by  1  lie' chance  in  the  plan  and  the  con- 
struction of  two  reservoirs,  instead  of  one,  and 
the  driveway. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  the  strongest 
desire  to  concur  with  every  recommendation  of 
hit  friends  on  the  Committee  on  Water— believing 
thoroughly  in  them— and  I  appreciate  the  senti- 
ments ""of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  with 
regard  to  the  scientific  men  whom  they 
may  have  employed.  But  certainly,  as  busi- 
ness men,  we  must  weigh  the  facts  put  before 
us,  and  rot  go  blindly  on.  I  pretend  to  know 
nothing  of  this  subject  except  what  I  have  read 
in  the  reports  made  to  the  City  Council.  We  see 
this  enormous  expenditure  which  will  fall  upon  a 
citv  more  heavily  taxed  than  anv  other  munici- 
pality in  the  United  States.  In  1870 'a  report  was 
if  several 
inhabit- 
ant; in  Cincinnati,  $19;  in  Chicago,  S21  65;  in 
New  York,  §29  54;  in  Boston,  S36  12— 'o  that  for 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  a  city  an  inhab- 
itant of  Boston  pays  seven  times  as  much  as  one 
in  Montreal  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  an 
inhabitant  of  New  York.  With  such  a  fact  »•  that 
before  us,  I  think  we 'are  justified  in  moving  now 
with  extreme  caution.  Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
the  Water  Board  were  inclined  about  equally  to 
consider  both  Charles  and  Sudbury  rivers.  They 
went  before  the  Legislature  and  found  them  re- 
luctant to  give  Charles  River,  but  willing  to  give 
them  Sudbury  River,  and  then,  it  seems  to  me, 
their  attention  was  diverted  from  the  Charles  r.l-  , 
most  entirely.  Now;  if  aman  nil!  go  outto  Jilew- 
ton  Upper  Falls  any  day  in  winter  when  the  river 
is  full,  lie  will  see  the  immense  quantity  of  water 
running  down  to  the  sea,  useless  to  the  mill 
owners  and  every  one  else.  He  will  be  likely  to 
think  of  the  posi'bility  of  utilizing  all  that  immense 
quantity  of  water  so  as  to  supply  the  city  of  Boston 
with  just  what  it  needs,  and  that  without  harm  to 
anybody  under  the  Sun.  That  matter,  it  seemed  to 
me,  was  worth  being  inquired  into,  and,  as  I  al- 
ways do  when  I  want  knowledge  on  this  subject,  I 
went  to  the  City  Engineer.  He  informed  me  tnat 
had  lately  caused  part  of  the  river  to  be  examined 
and  his  belief  was  that  storage  resei  voir~  could  lie 
stablished  on  Charles  River,  beginning  near  South 
Natiek  with  two  which  wuold  contain  eleven  bil- 
lions of  gallons.  Those  projected  on  the  Sudbury 
contain  four  and  seven-eighths  billions.  .  This 
would  give  to  the  river  a  full  flow  in  the  summer, 
perhaps'  of  thirty  million  gallons  daily,  and 
then  supply  Boston  with  the  suj'lpus  say  from 
forty  to  sixty  million  gallons,  and  perhaps 
more.  The  libw  of  the  river  in  summer  now 
runs  down  about  fifteen  million  gallons,  so  that 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be   an   advantage   to  the 
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mill  owners  as  it  would  never  be,  so  small  as.it 
now  ig.  But  if  the  quality  of  this  water  ■  is  not 
good,  it  should  not  be  used  at  all.  Several 
investigations  were  made  last  summer  of  the  char- 
acter or  the  water  of  Charles  River,  which  show 
it  to  be  remarkably  pure.  A  comparison  of  the 
organic  matter  in  different  waters  lias  been  made. 
Croton  contains  42«  -rains  to  the  150  gallons  ;  Mys- 
tic 283;  Fresh  l'ond.  23G;  Sudbury,  1GG ;  Cochituate 
131;  Charles  River,  129— showing  that  so  far  as  a 
chemical  examination  goes,  Charles  River  stands 
at  the  very  head.  There' is  no  purer  water  found. 
That  is  important,  so  far  as  it  goes.  I  have  driven 
out'  by  Charles  River  several  times  during  the 
winter,  have  brought  home  specimens  of  the 
water  and  tried  it,  and  my  family  called  it  excel- 
lent—as good  as  they  had  ever  drank.  It  had  a 
kind  of  flat  taste,  like -any  water  taken  from  the 
river,  which  would  be  avoided  by  storage  in 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  That  reservoir  contains 
eight  hundred  million  gallons,  and  if  Boston  is 
drawing  from  it  twenty  million  gallons  a  day,  each 
gallon  would  remain  in  the  reservoir  forty  days, 
which  would  be  a  reasonable  time  of  storage, 
I  would  like  to  show  the  Council  specimens, 
side  by  side,  of  water  taken  from  Charles 
River  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  [Mr.  Pea- 
body  produced  the  specimens  in  bottles.]  The, 
specimen  from  Charles  River  was  taken  a  week 
ago,  and  that  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  had 
been  stored  some  time.  If  any  gentleman  can 
tell  the  difference  I  shall  be  surprised.  The  City  ' 
Engineer  examined  the  Charles-River  water  about 
two  years  ago  and  found  that  it  was  quite  stag- 
nant, and  had  vegetable  matter  in  it,  and  he  got 
an  unfavorable  impre.-Mon.  And  I  think  that  was 
one  of  the  great  reasons  which  caused  him 
to  direct  his  attention  to  the  Sudbury.  I 
think  that  if  the  flow  of  the  water  could  be 
made  seventy  or  eighty  million's  a  day  in- 
stead of  fifteen  millions,  there  is  reasonable 
ground  for  believing  that  it  would  no  longer  be 
stagnant.  It  might,  po-sibly,  during  some  part  of 
the  year  nave  to  be  filtered,  which  would  involve 
some  expense,  but  I  do  not  know  how  much.  I 
know  that  the  town  of  Waltham  built  a  filtering 
basin  on  the  shore  of  Charles  River,  which  cost 
about  SU.OOO,  and  filters  V&  million  gallons  a  day. 
But  the  paragraphs  which  have  been  published  in 
several  of  the  papers— in  the  Advertiser  this 
morning  and  copied  by  the  Transcript  this  after- 
noon—show that  the  waters  in  all  the  rivers  in 
Massachusetts  i>  likely  to  deteriorate,  and  special 
mention  is  made  of  Sudbury  and  Charles  rivers, 
ami  others,  as  likely  to  deteriorate  by  the  popula- 
tion on  their  banks.  But  that,  of  course,  is  a  mat- 
ter for  the  future  and  not  for  the  present,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  wheii  the  water  becomes  poor 
we  shall  find  it  out.  The  condition  of  the  Mystic 
water,  which  is  growing  more  and  more  impure, 
does  not  become  so  without  being  known  •  the 
people  who  drink  it  find  it  out.  If  Charles  River 
becomes  impure,  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  say  that 
we  shall  know  it,  and  make  a  corresponding  ar- 
rangement. But  with  regard  to  the  injury  which  the 
water  gets  from  the  inhabitant.-,  along  the  river 
hanks,  i  looked  up  that  matter  with  »  hat  facilities 


square  mile,  and  the  Cbailcs-Kiver  district  above 
South  Natiek  150— so  that  there  did  not  seem 
to  be.  as  much  promise  of  the  Charles-River 
water  being  polluted  bv  the  inhabitants  on  its 
banks  as  there  was  of  that  of  Sudbu.-y  River. 
Then  again,  when  the  towns  along  the  river  banks 
introduce  the  water,  the  sewage  must  either  go 
back  into  the  stream  or  be  diverted  into  some 
other  course.  I  looked  on  the  map  to  see  if  there 
was  any  other  way  to  divert  the  sewage  in  the 
Sudbury  Valley,  and  I  could  find  none.  But  in 
the  distract  of  the  Charles  I  found  that  the  town 
of  Milf ord,  which  contains  two-fifths  of  the  whole 
population  of  that  district,  stands  on  the  outer 
edge  of  the  area  and  about  two  miles  from  Mill 
River,  and  it  seemed  to  ine  that  the  sewage  from 
Milford  Centre  could  easily  be  diverted  into  that 
river  and  taken  from  the  valley  of  the  Charles, 
and  if  you  take  out  Milford  Centre  the  popu- 
lation draining  into  tne  Charles  would  be  about 
117  to  the  square  mile,  to  198  in  the  Sudbu- 
ry, Therefore,  I  offered  the  order  which  was  ire- 
ported  upon  tonight  to  ascertain  the  expense  of 
taking  water  from  Newton  Upper  Fall".  A  reser- 
voir could  lie  established  at  South  Natiek  and  the 
river  down  to  Newton  Upper  Falls  used  as  an 
aqueduct  so  long  as  we  could  do  so  safely.  The 
town    of  Uedhain    is   on    the    Charles,  and  must 


soon  have  sewage,  but  I  think  it  could  be  car- 
ried into  the  Nepon-et  possibly  fifteen  years-. . 
The  expense  of  the  works  for  this  purpose 
would  be  .  about  two  million  dollars  against  five 
mdlions  for  the  Sudbury.  It  would  probably  be 
necessary,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  push  the  aque- 
duct along  to  South  Natiek.  That  would  cost  two 
and  a  half  millions  more,  probably,  but  if  that 
expense  could  lie  postponed  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
the  saving  of  interest  would  be  two  or  three  mil- 
lion dollars.  The  expense  of  pumping  at  Newton 
Upper  Falls  would  be  about  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  the  next  ten  years— a  merebaga- 
telle,  compared  to  interest,  wear  and  tear  amr  su- 
perintendence of  a  few  miles  of  aqueduct.  With 
regard  to  the  mill  damages  on  the  two  rivers, 
I  see  no  way  of  forming  an  estimate  whatever, 
but  on  comparing  the  two  rivers,  I  see  that  Sud- 
bury is  a  river  of  a  given  volume,  falling  145 
feet,  and  that  Charles  River  has  double  that 
volume,  falling  half  the  distance,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  take  either  fiver  the  mill  dam- 
ages would  be  about  alike.  If  we  take  the  Charles, 
it  seems  to  roe  that  we  could  give  up  one-third  of 
the  flow,. and  save  a  corresponding  amount  of 
damages.  The  Water  Registrar  informs  me  that 
the  use  of  water  would  increase  rapidly  if  we  had 
a  liberal  supply.  The  bill  granting  Sudbury  River  : 
reserve  water  for  Framingham,  Ashland,' South- 
borough,  Hudson,  Westborough,  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad,  Mansfield  &" Framingham  Rail- 
road, and  the  Boston,  Clinton  &  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road, I  do  not  know  whether  the  estimate  for  the 
Sudbury  is  before  or  after  these  deductions ;  but  I 
fear  it  may  be  found  insufficient.  The  report 
indicates  that  if  it  does  not.  suit,  in  that  case 
we  can  take  the  Assabet,  but  no  examination  of 
that  river  has  been  made,  and  it  would  re- 
quire fifteen  miles  more  of  aqueduct.  Then 
the  report  indicates  also  that  we  can  take 
the  Charles,  pumping  it  at  South  Natiek.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  combine  the  Sudbury  and 
Charles  in  this  scheme  is  it  not  clearly  best  to 
take  the  Charles  first,  instead  of  taking  the  more 
distant  first  and  then  coming  back  and  taking  the 
nearest.  All  this  I  submit  for  what  the  facts  are 
worth,  and  as  showing  the  desirability  of  more 
investigation.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Charles 
offers  the  largest  quantity  and  the  best  quality 
now,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  by  the  facts,  is 
likely  to  be  the  best  in  the  futufe  and  much  the 
cheapest.  Several  gentlemen  have  met  me  with 
the  remark  that  the  Legislature  will  never  give  us 
the  right  to  take  the  Charles.  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  assume  that  yet.  I  think  the  Legislature  nail 
give  us  what  is  reasonable,  and  it  would  hardly  be 
reasonable  for  us  to  ask  for  the  whole  flow  of 
Charles  River  or  the  most  of  it.  But,  suppose  we 
should  ask  for  the  surplus  after  providing  for  a 
daily  flow  of  thirty  million  gallons  :  that  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  reasonable  and  1  think  that  they 
would  grant  it.  In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
matter,  and  of  such  facts  as  I  have  mentioned,  I 
think  that  instead  of  pushing  this  order  to  a  vote, 
the  more  sensible  way  would  be  to  make  a  full  and 
scientific  investigation  of  the  Charles ;  see  whether 
its  population  is  so  much  smaller  than 
that  of  the  valley  of  the  Sudbury  see  the  facili- 
ties for  turning  av\  ay  sewage,  and  learn  the  qual- 
ity of  the  water,  and  then  decide  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  drop  all  consideration  of  it.  Any 
information  I  have  wanted  about  this  matter  I 
have  always  gone  to  the  City  Engineer  and  found 
him  willing  to  give.  I  have' fouml  him  courteous 
and  accommodating,  and  he  has  given  me  all  the 
information  asked  for  in  the  most  full  and  satis- 
factory manner.  I  never  saw  him  manifest  aiiy 
desire  to  utilize  the  facts  in  favor  of  any  scheme 
whatever.  I  do  not  approach  these  matters  as  a 
man  of  science,  but  as  a  man  of  business.  I  state 
facts  as  they  appear  to  me:  if  1  am  mistaken  in 
my  statements 'of  facts  or  in  my  conclusions  from 
them  there  is  nothing  1  should*  be  more  pleased 
with  than  to  have  them  corrected.  All  I  want  is 
to  get  at  the  truth  and  then  vote  for  the  true 
interest  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  wisdom  of  pro-' 
ceeding  in  the  discussion  of  this  matter  is  abun- 
dantly shown.  We  have  received  the  class  of  'in- 
formation that  we  need.  Instead  of  hurrying  this 
matter. to  the  end,  let  us  take  time  to  think  before 
we>vote  to  put  this  enormous  debt  upon  the  shoiil- ' 
ders  of  citizens.  We  should  hesitate  long  before 
going  into,  such  au  enormous  expenditure  of 
money.  As  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  minor- 
ity, report  has  given  a  large  volume  of  in-1 
formation,  I  should  desire  that  his    remarks  may  ' 
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be  published  in  pamphlet  form  in  order  that  we 
may  compare  his  statements  with  those  which  we 
find  in  the  document  coming  from  the  majority. 
I  can  judge  of  them  very  much  better  by  compar- 
ison. I  hope  this  manner  of  bringing  the  matter 
practically  before  us  will  be  continued.  Let  us 
not  only  have  scientific  investigation,  but  practi- 
cal observation,  such  as  the  gentleman  from  "Ward 
12  has  made  and  will  continue  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  until 
twenty-five  minutes  past  eight  o'clock  next  Thurs- 
day evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5.  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  "Warren  of  Ward  12  and  Mr.  Peabody  of 
Ward  0  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet 
form. 

THE  NEW  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Minot  of  "Ward  17  offered  an  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  instructed  to  report 
on  the  ordinance  establishing  a  water  board  on 
Thursday  evening  next.  He  submitted  the  order 
because  sufficient  time  had  been  given  the  com- 
mittee to  report.  He  said  this '  scheme  for  a 
new  water  supply  now  under  discussion  had 
been  proposed  and"  aided  by  those  who  have  con 
sidered  the  subject  a  long  time,  and  had  become 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  opinion  that  it  is  best 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  much  more  clearness 


could  be  given  to  the  subject  by  the  introduction 
of  three  disinterested  peisens  to  it>  consideration. 
If  there  was  any  po--ib'lity  of  an  immediate  re- 
port he  would  withdraw  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  that  the  gentlemaj 
could  have  obtained  all  information  from  any  of 
the  committee.  The  committee  had  had  several 
sessions,  and  considered  the  bill  on  each  occasion. 
The  ordinance  had  been  referred  to  a  sub-commit- 
tee, and  their  report  hadbeen  approvedby  the  com- 
mittee. Then  other  members  desired  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  for  his 
opinion  as  to  the  present  powers  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject,  and  for  that  reason 'it  had 
been  postponed  til!  tomorrow.  They  expected  to 
report  the  ordinance  next  week.  He  considered 
such  an  order  as  the  one  offered  as  a  reflection 
upon  a  committee  who  had  been  diligently  and 
faithfully  attending  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  Minot  said  he  had  no  intention  of  reflect- 
ing upon  the  committee.  There  was  a  rule  requir- 
ing committees  to  report  within  a  given  time,  and 
that  period  had  elapsed.  As  the  committee  were 
to  report  next  week  he  withdrew  the  order. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following, 
which  was  read  twice  and  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  requested  to  submit  their  annual  report  in 
print. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  AVard  i,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    18,    1874. 

The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  held  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS. 

Undertaker^  Jiichael  Ryam 

Weigher  of  Coal— A.  H.  Gibby. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Police  dffieers^George  W.  Wilder,  Arthur  A. 
AVallingford,  George  Si.  Robinson,  Thomas  T. 
Manendi;  James  M.  Coulter,  Philip  E.  Clarke, 
James  Burke,  William  Farrell,  John  L.  Morrill, 
Patrick  Harkins,  Joseph  Goldie.  Patrick  McCoy, 
Thomas  H.  Broun,  Frank  M.  Jones,  Willard  F. 
Adams,  Patrick  MeDevitt,  John  Curran,  James 
Galvin,  Philemon  D.  Warren.  Willard  B.  Hall, 
Matthew  Quigley,  Frank  Fuller,  Ira  AY.  Stevens, 
Alonzo  W.  Sherburne,  James  H.  Cowan,  Benja- 
min May,  2d,  David  Colbum,  William  H.  Brown, 
Henry  P.Kennedy,  John  H.Gardner,  Amos  Wright, 
Edward  L.  Bates,  Austin  H.  Lailer,  Leroy  Poor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Officers—  John  D.  Carley,  Boston 
&  Lowell  Railroad  Station  ;  John  Bradley',  Young's 
wharf;  Yeatou  Jei.ness.  Vale  streer  and  its  vicin- 
ity; M.  L.  Shaw,  First  and  Second  streets,  be- 
tween D  and  F  streets;  Charles  P.  Gleason,  office 
Union  Railroad  Company;  Chester  R.  Merrill, 
Sears  Build'ng;  Nathan  G.  Perkins.  Middlesex 
Railroad  Station,  165  Bunker  Hill  street;  Lewis  H. 
Plaisted,  84  Kingston  street  and  its  vicinitv. 
■     Severally  confirmed. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department— Captains 
—Alexander  McDonald;  Harvey  J.  Beckwffch; 
Lieutenants— Eben-T.Hiteb.pock,  Andrew  J.  Chase, 
John  B.  W'-dger,  Samuel  S.  Sherman  ^sergeants- 
George. E.Harris  Oliver  L.  Wins  hip,  Charles  S. 
Hildreth,  Walter  L.  Clark,  Gustavus  A.  Smith,  ■ 
Byram  F.  Bragdon. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Member  of  Commission  on  the  Revision  of  the 
City  Charter— Arthur  W.  Austin,  vice  Charles  G. 
Greene,  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Sent  down. 

Registrars  of  Voters  —  Samuel  R.  Spinney,  for 
three  years;  Edward  J.  Howard,  for  two  years; 
Linus  E.  Pearson,  for  one  year,  from  April  1.  1874. 

Laid  upon  the  table  for  one  week,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Hall,  wLo  desired  that  members  of  the  ' 
Board  might  have  time  to  investigate  the  charac- 
ters of  tne  nominees  and  their  fitness  for  the  place. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  concerning  a  sewer  in  Pres- 
cott  street,  Roxbury,  was  considered,  and  there 
beingno  objection  ottered,  the  subject  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Daniel  E. 
Chase,  that  the  Board  Assess  damages  to  his  es- 
tate by  the  Mystic-River  Railroad,  came  up  by 
special  assignment.  A  communication  was  read 
from  the  petitioner  and  the  defendant  corpora- 
tion, requesting  that  no  further  action  be  taken 
on  the  same  for  the  present,  and  that  said  petition 
and  order  of  notice  be  placed  on  tile  until  further 
notice,  or  until  the  question  of  jurisdiction  shall 
have  been  settled  by  the  court  in  another  case. 

The  petition  and  order  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands..  Leonard. 
Day,  for  chansre  of  conditions  attached  to  land  on 
corner  of  Broadway  and  L  street;  James  Han- 
ning.  that  a  bond  for  land  on  Albany  street,  near 
-tuinrliton  street,  may  be  issued  in  his  name. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Henry  T.  Knight, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  a  collision  with 
a  city  curt. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of. 
Build i itf/s.  Maynard  &  Rice,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building  oh  Western  avenue,  Ward  19,  for 
a  coal  shed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Warren  Howland 
etal..  for  asewer  in  Putnam  street.between  White 
and  Eagle  streets.  •  ,. 

A.  D.  Williams  et  crZ„  for  a  sewer  in  Perry  court. . 

Michael  Doherty,  for  a  sewe.in  Hamilton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving..  Eliza  Reddy,  315 
Ruggles  street,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company^  for  leave  to 
lay  a  second  .  track  on  Fourth  street,  between  M 
and  Q  streets,  so  that  the  increasing. travel  on  that 
part  of  .their  route  may  be  facilitated,   f: 

James  Ragan  et  at.,  for  sidewalk  en  London 
street,  East  Boston.:  ;  ,      ■  ...     ■>      ■    >  ■. 

Michael  Hickeyei  al..  to  have  Sixth  street;  from 
-  to  Cstreet,  pavedjwith  wood. 


-A.  H.Allen  et  a?.,  that  Cambridge  street. Charles- 
town,  be  paved  with  blocks,  and  Canal  street  be 
paved  with  wood  from  Cambridge  street  to  the 
Boston  &  Lowell  freight  track,  and  that  a  cross- 
ing be  placed  across  Cambridge  street  from  the 
westerly  corner  of  Canal  street. 

Augustus  Richardson  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Washington  street,  from 
Shawmut  avenue  to  Shailer  avenue. 

John  Pearse  ei  al.,  that  W alter  street  be  put  in 
order. 

James  Pope,  that  the  city  would  grade  Butler 
street  (Ward  16). 

George  A.  Briggs  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Beacon, 
Cambridge,  and 'Washington  streets  in  AVard  19 
may  be  watered. 

Josiah  Dunham  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
certain  portions  of  Old  Harbor  and  Eighth  streets. 

Guy  C.  Underwood  et  al.,  that  Hawes  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  leave  to  extend  its 
location  on  AVashington  street  from  CornhUl  into 
Haymarket  .-quare. 'connecting  with  tracks  now 
laid  down  in  CornhUl,  Washington  and  Merrimack 
streets,  with  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  with 
their  cars  and  horses  the  tracks  of  the  Middlesex  , 
Railroad  Company  from  Haymarket  square  to  Ha- 
verhill street. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  a  location  on 
AVashington  street,  from  CoriihiU  to  Haymarket 
square,  connecting  with  their  Trucks  in  saidsquare. 

William  Appleton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Liberty  square. 

Jacob  Edwards,  that  Brookline  avenue  be  grad- 
ed near  his  estate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lumps.  Louis  B.  Schwartz 
et  al.,  that  lamps  lie  placed  and  lighted  in  thepas- 
sagewav  between  153  and  155  Charles  street. 

Richard  Olney  et  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and 
lighted  on  Washington  Walk-Hill  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Chailes  L.  Ran- 
dall et  al.,  property  owners  on  Leveret  street, 
that  a  temporary  co'innmnieatioii  oy  a  bridge  be 
made  between  the  At  est  End  and  East  Cambridge 
while  Craigie's  Bridge  is  being  rebuilt. 

To  the  Committee  on  HeaUh  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Recker-  el  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  stable  by  Merrill  &  Bryant  on 
AVarren  street. 

C.  C.  Chamberlain  et  al..  in  aid  of  petition  of 
Benjamin  Robbins  for  a  stable  .on  Cross  and  Ful- 
ton streets. 

C.  B.  Faunce,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  eight 
hoises  on  Tremont  street,  No.  1419,   ," 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Freeman,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Glendale  street,  opposite . 
Payson  avenue. 

H.  H.  Galiison,  to  occupy  brick  and  wooden  sta- 
ble for  sixteen  additional  horses  On  Leverett 
street,  Nos.  56  and  58. 

W.  Biown  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  stable  on 
AVarren  street  by  Parker  Merrill. 

Mary  Hamlin. for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  AVhite  street,  No.  112. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  -A'.  Collins  et  al. 
in  aid  of  petition  of  X.  A.Splain  for  a  victualler's, 
license. 

'  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  place  the  smallpox  hospital  on  Mar- 
cella  street  m'charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  that  said  .committee  report  what 
disposition  should  be  inade  of  the  same.  Laid 
upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton. 

Order  to  place  city  documents  and  publications 
in  custody  aud  at  the  disposal  of  committees  con- 
trolling the  appropriations  to  which  they  are 
charged.    Passed. 

Order  to  place  Fort  Hill  wharf  in  charge  of  the. 
Paving  Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and 
paving  blocks.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  Broadway,  between  K  and  L 
streets,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at  a  cost  of 
$12,000.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
John  Proctor  et  al.,  Onirics  Currier,  J.  H.  George,' 
Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  and  Giluian  &  Cheney,  and 
Joseph  Stewart;  annual  report  of  the  accounts  of 
the  City  Treasurer  and  ordinance  designating  a 
place  of  detention  for  truant  childrei.  and  absen- 
ees  f rom  schooL  Severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Auditor's  exhibit  for  April.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Trustees  of  City  Hospital  to  submit 
their  annual  report  in  print.    Passed. 

Order  lor  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
make  the  alterations  in  dwelling  house  No.  30 
Pemberton  square,  to  fit  it  for  public  offices,  at  an; 
estimated  cost  of  S4000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

A  CITY  ARCHITECT.  ' 

The  report  of   the    Committee  on  Public  Build- 
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ihgs  recommending;'  the  passage  of  an  order  au- 
thorizing the  employment  of  draughtsmen  for 
sendee  in  the  Department  of  Public  Bui-ldiu^s  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  83500  per  year,  came  from 
the  Council  amended  so  a*  to  authorize  tbe  em- 
ployment of  a  permanent  architect  and  draughts- 
men ,  at  an  estimated  eost  of  ssooo  per  annum; 
said  architect  to  act  as  Assistant-Superintendent" 
of  Public  Buildings. 

The    question  was  upon   concurrence  with    the 
Common  Council  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power— 1  move  to  strike  out  §5000  and 
insert  83500.  The  committee  who  first  considered 
this  subject  came  to  a  fair  conclusion  when  they 
recommended  83500  for  the  remuneration  of  the  - 
draughtsman  to  till  tin-  position.    No   gentleman 


in  this  Board  has 
get  a  first-class  f 
reputation  in  Bo 
must  have  some 
business  on  his  < 


re.going  to 
liteet.  who  has  an  established 
u,  to  come  here  for  85000.  We 
son  who  is  not  doing  a  large 
account;  some  young  man  of 
talent  will  be  taken  to  fill  this  position,  and  to  put 
a  per-on  in  ibis  position  and  pay  hnn  85000  a  year 
and  recognize  him  as  Assistant-Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  seems  to  me  to  be 
preposterous,  when  the  Superintendent  only 
gets  836O0.  it  is  an  experiment,  and  i  think  this 
Government  is  not  warranted  in  beginning  with 
so  large  a  salary  for  this  office.  No  doubt  this 
Government  will  be  willing  to  recognize  the  seiv 
vices  of  any  gentleman  who  may  be  selected,  if  in 
the  future  he  shall  be  found  worthy  of  this 
amount,  but  it  will  be  dangerous  to  set'this  prec- 
edent; 83500  is  a  tine  salary  to  begin  with,  but  it 
seems  preposterous  -  to  pay  an  assistant  85000  a 
year  when  the  head  of  the  department  gets  onlv 
§3600.  I  do  not  find  fault  with  that  part  of  the 
amendment  giving  the  name  of  the  architect  the 
Assistant-Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
otherwise  I  should  have  moved  to  non-concur  and 
to  accept  the  repoit  of  the  committee. 

The  Chairman— For  the  infonnation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  the  Chair  would  state  that 
the  order  reads  "authorized  to  employ  a  perma- 
nent architect  and  draughtsmen." 

Alderman  Power — And  that  lie  shall  act  as  As— 
sistant-Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  That 
is  in  substance  what  I  wish  to  get  at.  That  part 
of  the  amendment  I  do  not  object  to. 

Alderman  Peters — it  seems  to  me  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  intended  that  more  than  one  person 
should  be  employed. 

The  Chairman— Alderman  Power  has  the  floor. 

Alderman  1'ower— 1  renew  the  motion  to  strike 
out  85000  and  Insert  §3500. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  tome  that  the  Coun- 
cil, in  passing  this  amendment,  certainly  intended 
that  there  .-hould  be  two  men  employed,  one  an 
architect  and  the  other  a  draughtsman.  If  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  think  that  is  nec- 
essary, this  order  would  be  made  proper  by 
amending  it  so  that  it  shall  read  "architect  and 
'also'  a  draughtsman." 
'  Alderman  1'rescott— If  I  understand  the  amend- 
ment correctly  it  reads  "architect  and  draughts- 
men," meaning  one  architect  and  two  assistant- 
draughtsmen,  if  they  are  necessary.  I  would  ask 
if  that  is  not  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council? 

The  Chairman — The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is 
correct;  that  is  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Emery— When  this  subject  was  first 
agitated  in  the   Committee   on   Public   Buildings. 


they  were  of  the  opinion  that  thev  c 
terlally  reduce  the  expenditures  foi 
services  by  employing  draughtsmen 
or  two  at  a  time,  as  might  be  deem 
But  since  the  introduction  of  the  l 
other  branch,  thev  have  further  c 
subject,  and  are  now  decidedly  of  th 
the  present,  amendment  or  subsi  it-iib 
from  the  other  branch  i-  pre  ferabl 
they  had  introduced.  They  had  no 
as  much  into  the  matter  of'tho  expei 
itect,  as  they  have  since;  but  when 
find  that  thev  could  get  an  architec 
act  as  draughtsman— while,  art  the  ( 
they  need  more  assistance  thev 
drai  ghtsmen  in  addition.— the:'  vver 
the  opinion  that  the  city's  ii, teres; 

as  this"  order  re-ads,  the  committee  >\ 
tb  employ  an  architect  and  one  or  t 
men — they  do-  not  contemplate  em 
draughtsmen  than  are  pecesstsry- 
fmn'iber  the  -department  can  requite 
ofsnOoo.  In  -my  judgment  alio  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  Will  -save  tiv  the  city  inoie 
tl|an  the  amount  called!  for  (>y  this  expenditure. 
Furtheitiforc,  an  architect  will  be  of  great  Con- 
venience to  the  department.    The  present  Super- 
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intendent  is  now  officially  called  away  from  his 
office  more  or  less  every  day,  and  sometimes 
almost  the  entire  day:,  and'  nobody  but  the 
clerks  is  present  to  meet  the  various  callers 
for  information's)  regard  to  plans  and  altera- 
tions of  plans.  If  you  had  a  permanent  archi- 
tect there,  his  -ervices  would  be  almost  invaluable 
in  that  department,  and  1  am  well  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city.  We  did  not 
ask  for  this  right  to  employ  a  "permanent  archi- 
tect and  draughtsmen,  because  we  are  going  to 
make  it  easier  for  the  office,  but  for  the  sake  of 
the  saving  that  can  be  made  'to  the  city  of  Boston 
in  that  depai  tiuent. 

Alderman  (  Utter— Will  this  sum  be  sufficient  to 
cover  all  the  expense'  of  architects  and  draught- 
men  in  that  department? 

Alderman  Emery— The  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  will  be  sufficient.  At  the  same 
time  they,  may  wish  to  have  the  services  of  archi- 
tects on  some  very  large  jobs  where  they  wish  a' 
building  of  new  and  elaborate  de.-igu  :  but  ordina- 
rily this  architect  will  do  all  that  will  be  required 
by  the  city.  When  we  have  large  designs  to  be 
prepared  other  services  might  be  required.' 

Alderman  Cutter— The  idea  struck  me  that  oue 
architect  would  not  furnish  plans  and  specifica- 
tions in  season  for  promptly  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  department.  For  instance,  if  the  Com- 
mittee desire  plans  for  a  sehoolhouse  which  is  to 
be  commenced  forthwith,  it  is  a  question  whether 
having  to  wait  for  one  or  two  men  would  not  be 
injurious  to  the  city's  interest,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  call  in  an  outside  archi- 
tect to  do  it  at  once,. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  seems  to  misunderstand  the  amendment  of  the 
Common  Council — probably  from  a  mistake  in  tin- 
printed  order  of  proceedings.  It  was  in  contem- 
plation to  employ  an  architect  at  about  8-500.  with 
two  assistants,  one  at  81500  and  another  at  81000. 
We  undoubtedly  can ,  secure  the  services  of 
a  person  tb,  perforin  the  ordinary  work  of 
the  city  for  the  erection  of  station  houses, 
schoolhou-es  and  buildings  of  that  description; 
but  when  a  new  sehoolhouse  is  to  be  erected,  like 
the  High  and  Latin  School,  no  doubt  ail  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  for  competition  among 
the  architects  of  the  city.  All  our  ordinary  plans 
can  be  secured  at  much  less  cost  by  the  employ- 
ment of  a  permanent  architect.  The  Committee 
oil  Public  Buildings  are  ready  at  the  present  time 
to  proceed  to  the  erection  of  two  houses  for  hose 
carriages  and  one  primary  sehoolhouse,  and  the 
architects'  fees  on  those  small  buildings  alone  will 
be' not   less   than   three  thousand  dollars.    The 

architects'  fees  last  vear  were  in  the  neighhorb 1 

of  twelve  thousand  dollars;  with  the  appropria- 
tions made  this  year  for  school,  str  •■  jn  and  engine 
houses,  if  we  are  obliged  to  procure  plans  upon 
the  old  method  anil  pay  the  architects  the  usual 
two  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  the  expense  will  not  be 
less  than  815,000  for  the  coining  year.  The  Com- 
mittee believe  thai  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars 
will  be  saved  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— 1  thought,  by  the  printed 
orders  of  the  day,  that  this  was  a  quotation  from 
the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Common  Council. 
If  it  is  intended  ti  have  draughtsmen  as  well  as 
an  architect,  and  if  this  amount  is  to  cover  the 
salary  of  Several  persnnsinstead  of  one,  that  aheis 
the  case  materially.  If  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  investigated  the  matter  thorough- 
ly and  think  it  is  for  "the  interest  of  the  city  to 
have  a  permanent  architect  and  draughtsmen,  I 
do  not  know  that  1.  ought  to  have  any  doubts 
about  the  matter.  I  objected  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  what  appeared  to  be  the  fact. 

Alderman  Harris—  noes  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  0  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  city  will 
absolutely  save  810,000  by  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der? and  I  would  like  to  know  whether  architects 
have  not  been  employed  for  a  "portion  of  the  work 
for  the  present  year? 

Alderman  l'resoott— I  fully  believe  that  amount 
of  money  can  be  saved  to  the  department  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  by  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  re- 
gard to  any  architects  having  been  employed  so 
far,  this  year,  the  matter  has  been  delayed  that 
this  order  might  be  passed  arid  the  money  saved. 
Some  plans  have  been  secured  where  alterations 
were  necessary  to  be  made,  as  in  the  building  No. 
30  i  embe-i  ton  sqtuuo.  The  committee  are ■' pre- 
pared to  go  ahead  and  make-plans  for  buildings  to 
be  erected  during-  the  present-year,  ami  ohey  cau 
do  80-nt  nitwit  less  cost  if  this  order  is  passed. 

Aldeiman  Emery— As  was  -rem  allied  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Witrdh,  there  have  been,  expendi- 
tuies  made  for  plans  for  alterations  in  the  building 
lri.ptmberton  Hipiaie,  and  also  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Public- Library,. for  the  Roxt-rary  High 
School,  and  several  small   jobs.    Those   jobs    are 
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continually  coming  up,  and  that  is  the  reason  the 
committee"  were  anxious  to  employ  draughtsmen, 
for  they  could  get  rid  of  them.  But  with  this 
order,  we  can  save  more  than  this  amount  to  the 
city. 

The  Chairman — Does  the  Chair  understand  Al- 
derman Power  to  withdraw  his  amendment? 

Alderman  Power— Yes,  sir. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

WATERSHED  OF  MYSTIC  LAKE. 

The  order  instructing  the  Mayor  to  apply,  if 
deemed  expedient  aud  necessary,  to  the  General 
Court  for  authority  to  build  reservoirs  to  secure 
to  the  Mystic  Water  'Works  the  total  rainfall  due 
to  the  watershed  of  that  region,  came  up  in  regu- 
lar order  among  the  papers  from  the  Common 
Council,  and  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  who  desired  to  perfect  an 
amendment  which  he  intended  to  offer. 

Subsequently  the  order  was  taken  from  the  table 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Aldennan  Stebbins— The  language  of  the  order 
is  rather  unfortunate,  I  think.  It  does  what  I 
believe  has  not  been  done  during  the  last  year, 
certainly ;  it  instructs  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do  a 
certain  thing.  The  term  we  usually  use  is  to 
"authorize"  or  ''request."  We  should,  I  appre- 
hend, feel  it  not  exactly  courteous  if  an  order 
were  to  come  in  here  instructing  us.  So  far  as 
that  is  concerned,  it  ought  to  be  amended.  Then, 
again,  we  have  had  no  communication  from  the 
Mvstic  Water  Board  in  .egard  to  the  storage  of 
Mvstic  water.  Their  report,  printed  a  few  days 
ago,  makes  no  allusion  to  the  matter.  I  do 
not  know  why  we  should  instruct  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  this  authority  when 
we  have  no  evidence  that  it  is  needed,  l  shall, 
therefore,  move  that  the  order  be  "referred  to  the 
Mvstic  Water  Board  with  the  request  that  said 
board  will  report  whether  additional  storage  facil- 
ities are  needed,  and  to  what  extent,  and  the  esti- 
mated cose  of  procuring  the  same;  also  that  said 
board  will  report  the  estimated  cost  of  a  sewer  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  receive  the  drainage  of  the 
towns  of  Woburn  and  "Winchester  and  the  tan- 
neries and  other  manufacturing  establishments 
which  now  discharge  into  the  Mystic  Pond,  and 
carry  the  same  below  tne  dam  of  said  pond,  and 
what  proportion  of  the  cost  of  said  sewer  the  said 
towns  and  manufacturing  establishments  will 
pay." 

Alderman  Cutter— "Who  is  going  to  pay  this  bill  ? 
"What  appropriation  will  it  be  taken  out  of? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  not  aware  that  any 
appropriation  is  needed.  The  Mystic  Water  Board 
is  to  consider  and  report  what  additional  storage 
facilities  are  needed.  They  need  not  go  out  of 
their  office.   . 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  they  can- 
not give  us  an  intelligent  reply  without  spending 
some  money v  and  it  would  be  proper  to  go  to  the 
Committee'on  Water,  and  I  move  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  that  reference  will 
not  be  made.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  is  the  proper  authority  for  it  to 
be  referred  to.  They  have  sole  charge  of  the  Mys- 
tic water,  and  I  cannot  see  that  they  should  incur 
any  expense.  They  can  call  upon  the  City  Engi- 
neer for  assistanceVor  upon  other  departments. 
I  hope  the  order  will  be  referred  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board. 

Alderman  Harris— I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
the  order  as  it  comes  from  the  Common  Council  is 
sufficiently  definite.  It  asks  "the  Mayor  to  do  a 
certain  thing,  if  in  his  judgment  it  is  deemed  es- 
sential. The  passage  of  this  motion  will  only  cause 
delay.  I  judge  that  the  gentleman  who  offered  it 
in  the  Common  Council  did  so  in  good  faith,  and 
desires  it  -to.'be  passed  at  this  time.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  our  Mayor  will  confer  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Roard  and  obtain  all  the  information  he 
•  olesires  to  enable  him  to  act  understanding!/;  and 
for  us  to  refer  it  to  that  board  and  send  it  back  to 
the  Common  Council  for  concurrence  will  perhaps 
cause  a  delay  of  two  or.  three  weeks.  Then  the 
Legislature,  as  I  hope,  will  have  adjourned,  and 
■  weshall  have  failed  to  accomplish  what  we  de- 
sired. Therefore  I  hope  the  buffer  will  be  passed 
as  it  came  from  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Is  there  any  pressing  neces- 
sity for  additional  storage  facilities  ? 
■  Alderman  Harris— As  I  said  before,  the  gentle 
1  man  offered  the  order  in  good  faith,  and  no  doubt 
had  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  doing  so. 
Having  confidence  in  him,,  I  believe  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Emery— I  had  not  given  very  close  at- 
tention, to  this  matter  untU,  the  commencement,  of 
this  discussion ;  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  tile 
order   should    not   be   passed  in  concurrence.    I 


"  cannot  see  any  objection  to  it.  The  instructing  of 
the  Mayor  is  a  very  slight  matter.  He  is  to  do  so, 
if,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  deemed  necessary.  I 
prefer  that  we  should  concur  with  the  Common 
Council,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  will  do  any  harm. 
If  the  Mayor  does  not  deem  it  necessary  he  will 
not  apply  to  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Worthington— It   seems   to  me  that 

this  is  a  proper  order,  and  that  we  should  pass  it 

as  it  came   from  the  Common  Council,  whatever 

:  may  do  in  regard  to  other  matters.  Certainly  if 


amount— get  more  storage  facilities  for  the  Mys- 
tic watershed,  we  should  adopt  that  plan.  If 
we  build  the  new  conduit  to  Sudbury  Kiver,  it 
will  take  four  or  five  years,  and  in  the  meantime 
we  may  run  out  of  water.  The  present  conduit 
may  break— any  number  of  things  may  deprive  us 
of  water.  If  this  order  is  adopted  and  put  in 
force,  we  may  have  plenty  of  water;  we  cannot  get 
too  much  of  it.  This  is  a  matter  that  shoidd  be 
acted  upon.  We  ought  to  have  that  authority,  and 
I  shall  vote  •  to  obtain  it.  Certairjly  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  will  not  incur  any  expense  before 
reporting  to  the  City  Council. 
-  Alderman  Cutter— I  believe  the  question  before 
this  Board  now  is  the  reference  of  this  whole  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  ou  Water,  and  I  have  heard 
no  argument  against  it.  I  think  it  is  a  proper 
subject  to  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Harris— The  only  argument  I  have  is 
that  the  Legislature  may  adjourn  soon;  if  it  is  to 
remain  in  session  all  the  year,  it  is  immaterial ; 
but.  1  am  in  hopes  that  they  will  manage  to  get 
through  their  business  and  adjourn  soon.  As  I 
have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the 
order  did  so  in  good-faith,  and  .had  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  it,  I  hope  it  will  pass.   . 

Alderman  t  utter— The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
land District  thinks  that  if  ihis  goe-  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  they  can  complete  it  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  How  can  they?  They  cannot  raise 
Mystic  Pond  any  higher;  if' they  do'they  will  over- 
flow the  cellars  of  the  inhabitants  thereabouts.  I 
do  not  see  how  he  is  going  to  get  water  as  soon  as 
he  represents.  The  basins  must  be  completed  be- 
fore we  cau  store  the  water. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  said  nothing  about 
twenty-fours.  I  said  there  is  a  difference  between 
next  season  and  four  or  five  vears.  "We  cannot 
get  water  from  Sudbury  River  in  four  or  five 
years,  and  if  we  can  get  water  in  less  time  than 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  The  point  that  must  be 
made  first  is  to  get  the  authority,  and  that  must 
be  done  now.  Iff  it  goes  back  to  the  Common 
Council  and  lies  there  two  or  three  weeks,  we  can- 
not get  the  authority  this  year.  There  is  no 
danger  in  our  getting  the  authority. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that  the  time 
has  expired  for  recei  vine;  new  business  in  the  Leg- 
islature. I  remember  rriat  this  Board  was  called 
together  in  an  illegal  manner  to  pass  an  order, 
and  the  reason  given  was,  that  that  was  the  last 
day  when  new  business  could  be  received  in  the 
'Legislature. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  know-  that  by  general  consent  new  busi- 
ness can  be  introduced  there  at  any  time.  There 
is  no  trouble  about  that. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  see  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  can  do  with  this  order  that  will 
benefit  this  City  Council.  They  can  report  wheth- 
er it  is  best  to  have  the  order  pass  or  referred,,  but 
I  do  not  see  how  any  harm  can  come  from  passing 
it.  Another  thing,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  thinks  it  is  useless  to  have  it  rer 
ferred  to  that  committee.  ] 

Alderman  Power— That  is  the  reason  I  think  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  is  the  best 
one  for  this  Board  to  adopt,  under  the  circum- 
stances. It  appears  to  me  that  we  want  informa- 
tion which  the  Mystic  Water  Board  alone  can  give 
us.  >"obody  bere  knows  but  that  the  Mystic  Wa- 
ter Works,  as  now  constructed,  are  sufficient  for 
the  available  rainfall  of  the  Mystic  water  shed, 
and  I  have  seen  nothing  authentic  to.  showthat 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  have  not  availed  them- 
■selves  of  it,  and  I  think  this  matter  could  be  set- 
tled more  expeditiously  by  that  board  tiiau  any 
one  else.  They  certainly,  ought  to  be  possessed  of 
everything  reliable  on  the  subject.  Therefore  I 
think  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
ought  to  prevail. 

-  Alderman  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Aldermen  do  not  appreciate  the  order.  It  is 
merely  to  get  authority  to  do  this— to  instruct  the 
Mayor  to  obtain  the  power  if  he  deems  it  necessa- 
ry-and  we  can  use  it  if  we  desire  to.  We  do  not 
authorize  the  Mayor  or  the  Mystic  Water  Board  to 
spend  any  money  for  this  purpose;  it  is  merely  to 
get  the  authority.    It  certainly  will  cost  no  money. 


m= 


=fiAA:KD:.    d©JP=I  IL-DSRiMEN 


If  it  is  deemed  advisable  afterward,  we  cngo  on,- 
or  Ave  can  stop  there.  The  Legislature  may  not 
think  it  advisable  •  to  grant  this  authority ; 
bttt  if  it  goes  there  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session  we  cannot,  get  the  authority  _  this 
year;  and  if  it  does  not  get  there  before  the  first 
of  June  they  will  not  be  likely  to  entertain  it  this 
session.  If  "it  is  obtained  we  'shall  not  act  unless 
it  is  deemed  expedient  by  the  Aldermen,  the  Com- 
mon Conned,  the  Mayor,' the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
and  the  City  Solicitor.  There  is  no  danger  of  any- 
thing being  done  by  the  Mayor  that  is  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Legislature  and  the  City  Council.- 
We  are  merely  asking  for  authority  to  do  some- 
thing if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Solicitor,  we  have  not  got  it  already. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  -Water,  was 
lost,  and  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins.  -j 

Alderman  Hall — There  seems  to  have  been  an 
order  passed  by  the  Common  Council  last  Thurs- 
day evening,  in-trueting  the  Ma vor,  if,  alter  ad- 
vising with  the  City-Solicitor,  lie  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, to  petition  the  Legislature  for  leave  to 
secure  facilities  for  the  storage  of  the  water  of 
the  Mystic  watershed,  and  when  it  comes  here 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  offers  a  motion  to 
mystify  the  whole  thing  and  to  do  certain  other 
thing-  that  he  thinks  ought  to  be  done.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  the  Mayor,  if  he  and  the  City 
Solicitor  think  it  advisable,  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  store  this  water 
for  future  use  ?  But  what  has  that  to  do  with 
building  a  sewer  to  drain  certain  towns  and  tan- 
neries? I  see  no  necessity  tor  joining  the  two 
things  in  one  order,  and  I  ask  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  gentleman  had  lived 
in  East  Boston  he  would  see  the  necessity  for  a 
sewer,  -  Certainly,  if  we  are  going,  to  have  'Mvstic 
water  this  side  of  the  river  I  want  it  purified.  It 
will  not  be  by  my  vote  that  we  shall  have  this 
water  here.  This  order  means  something  more 
than  simply  getting  tin-  authority.  It  is  meant  to 
be  an  entering  wedge  for  something  else,  and  I 
shall  vote  against  every  attempt  to  bring  Mystic 
water  on  this  side  of  Charles  River. 

Alderman  Hall— Are  not  the  people  of  East  Bos- 
ton just  as  good  as  those  of  Ward  8? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  think  they  are. 

Alderman  Hall— I  should  think  by  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  that  he  wishes  to  kill  the  whole  or- 
der. I  am  willing  to  vote  money  to  drain  those  wa- 
ters and  make  tliein|puie,andlthink  the  people  of 
Charlestown  are  just  as  much  entitled  to  good  wa- 
ter as  the  people  of  Boston,  but  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  mystifying  this  whole  subject.  As  to 
the  order  being  an  entering  wedre.we  'have  got  an 
entering  wedge  already,  and  anything  that  tends 
to  defeat  the  Midbury  River  scheme  you  meet  by 
argument.  If  you  speak  of  Charles  River,  the  water 
of  which  has  been  proved  by  analysis  to  be  pure, 
you  are  met  by  the  argument  that  von  cannot  get 
permission  from  the  Legislature.  I  think  if  we 
merely  try  to  do  our  duty  and  not  mystify  sub- 
jects, we  would  accomplish  the  object  for  which 
we  were  sent  here. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  if  there  is  at  this  time  an  order  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water  in  regard  to  the 
drainage  of  Woburn. 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  is  no  unfinished  busi- 
ness before  tee  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Brooks— Was  it  in  the  shape  of  a  pe- 
tition or  a  request? 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  was  a  petition  signed 
by  a  number  of  citizens. of  East  lio-ton,  asking 
that  steps  might  be  taken  towards  the  purification 
of  Mystic  Lake.  The  committee  deemed  that  that 
matter  eaine  within  the  province  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  and  it  was  referred  to  that  board. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  what  the  oninion  of  the 
Mystie  Water  Board  ls,  in  regard  to  getting  this 
authority. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  city  of  Charlestown 
has  the  right  to  raise  the  level  of  Horn  Bond,  Wo- 
burn, six  feet,  by  paying  the  damages.  They  have 
no  other  rights  whatever.  .      , 

Alderman  Worthington— We  are  endeavoring  to 
pass  an  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature,  to  give  lis  authority  to  build  its. 
ervoirs.  1  understand  some  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  say  they  have  that  authority  now;  others 
say  they  have  not.  I  want  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man has  information  on  that  point. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not  know  that  anv 
board  has  authority  to  petition  the  Legislature"; 
we  usually  authorize  the  May*r  to  transact  that 
•  business.    • 

Alderman  Brooks— Why  then  was  that  petition 
referred  to  the  Mystic  Water  Board?    AVould  the 


gentleman  consider  that  they' have  authority  to 
expend    money   for    the  purposes  of   drainage  ? 

:  Alderman  Stebbins— Undoubtedly :  they  have 
entire  control  of  the  money.  Their  receipts  ex- 
ceed their  expenditure-  by  some  sio.ooo. 

Alderman  Brooks- Then  I  can  see  no  necewi-ty 
f or  the  part  of  the  motion  in  regard  to  drainage. - 
If  they  have  authority  to  -spend  money  for  drain- 
age, that  necessarily'eut-  oft'  any  vitality  to  that 
part  of  the  gentleman's  motion. 

.  Alderman  Stebbins— This  sum  of  SfO.000  would 
ye  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  the  cost  of 
sewer.'  Messrs.  Kirkwood  A  Francismade  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  that  sewer,  and  it  was  between 
eight  and  nine  bundle, 1  thousand  dollars.  Ii  is  hot 
in  their  report.  Of  course,  to  build  this  sewer  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  must  ask  authority  from  the 
City  Council.  That  such- a  sewer  ought' to  be 
built  no,  member  of  this  Council  will  deny.  I 
think  the  citizens  of  East  Boston,  Chelsea. 
Charle.-town  and  Somen  file  should  demand-it.  I 
should  not  wish  to  bring  -Mystic  water  into  the 
city,  but  I  am  willing  to  vote- treasonable  sum  to 
make  it  pure. ' 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Mys- 
tic water  is  better  now  than  It  was  in  1870,1871  or 
1872.  I  have  always  contended  that  it  would  be 
pure  if  there  was  proper  drainage.  When  1  was  a 
member  of  the   Water    Committee    in  1870  it  was 


But  I  have  never  changed  my  mind;  1  believe  it  is 
as  good  as  Cochitnate  if  those  drains  could  be 
properly  put  in.  .1  hope  this  order  will  pass  as  it 
came  from  the  Common  Council,  and  then  I  will 
vote  for  an  order  to  forward  the  drainage.  I  think 
this  is  the  most  essential  thing  to  be  done  by  the 
City  Government"  this  ye 


Mvstic  Lake  will  be  somewhat  reduced ;  it  will 
take  off  water  tjiat  now  runs  into  the  lake  and 
therefore  make  it  less  reliable  for  a  supply  than  it 
was  lief  ore. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  know  if  that 
is  all  the  objection  the  gentleman  has,  and  if  he 
wants  us  to  continue  to  drink  this  tilth.  I  hope 
he  does  not  intend  that,  and  I  -do  not  think  he 
does.  I  have  more  charitv  for  him  than  to  suppose 
that.  •  '       '  ... 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  never  said  anything 
against  draining  that  Mystic  territory.  1  would 
have  it  done  forthwith.  '  It  is  a  shame  for  this 
Government  not  to  have  had  it  drained  before. 

Alderman  Feters— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
exactly  the  order  needed  to  meet  the  case. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  seems  tome  that  we 
are  mixing  up  matters  v  of  idly.  The  question  is, 
shall  we  petition  the  Legislature?  The  proper 
course  is  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  refuse  to 
adopt  this  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward ■$-, 
and  to  'concur  with  the  Common  Council, and  then 
we  can  put  in  the  order  for  that  drain,  'liiisshould 
be  voted  at  once ;  no  one  questions  that  who  went 
on  the  excursions.  Let  us  go  about  it  with  no 
iderstanding ;  let  us  not  mix  them  up,  but 


let  us  know  what  we  are  doing. 

Sdtter— That  is  the  reas, 
the  motion  to  have  it.  referred  to  th 


AMerman  Cutter— That 


on  whv  1  i 
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on  Water,  who  can  make  an  intelligent  report. 

Alderman  Hall— The  object  I  had  in  calling  for 
a  division  of  the  question  was  to  separate  the  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  -from,  the  original 
order.  If  that  is  not  In  order  I  will  withdraw  the 
call  lor  a  division,  that  ue  may  ace  upon  the  origi- 
nal question.    ,  ■ 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to.  know  wheth- 
er an  order  in  relation  to  drainage  would  be  prop- 
er at  this  time. 

The  Chairman —It  would  be  proper  under  the 
head  of  motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

The  motion  Of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote— yeas  0,  nays  (;,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  'isigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,:Fower, 
Frescott,  Stebbins— ii. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Worthington— 6. 

The  question  was  then  on  concurrence. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  moved  that  1  he  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table.    Lost— (.;  for,  (i  against. 

Aldern.i.i.  Cutter—!  nwve  to  strike  out  the  word 
"instructed"  and  inset  t  •'authorized. ". 

Alderman  luiriis— If  1  thought  the  Mayor  would 
stand  upon  such  a  little  quibble  as  that  1  would 
sustain  the  amendment,  and  have  the  order  go 
back  to  the  Common  Council.  But  I  believe  that 
our  Mayor  understand-  our-  position  and  the  de- 
sires of  the  people  to  obtain  all  the  water,  that  is 
possible.  He  know-,  td  o,  that  the  Legislature  is 
about  to  terminate  its  *es.Monc  and  that  any 
amendment  to  this  order  trill  insure  delay.  If  the 
members  ate  not  favorable  to  the  order  as  u 
comes  fiom  the  Council,  1  hope  they  will  vote  it 
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down,  and  that  weiuay  be  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity tc/seeuxe  authority  to  obtain  any  further 
facilities  for  storing  water. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  offered  the  amendment  that 
the  order  might  be  respectful  in  language,  as  is 
due  to  the  Mayor.  I  do  not  think  the  laiiguage  is 
respectful  as  it  conies  from  the  other  branch. 
.  Alderman  Cutter's  amendment  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  7,  as  follows : ■•  .- .    .    . 

Yeas— Aldermeu  Clark,  Cutter,  Power,  Prescott, 
Stebbins—5.      ...  3£.T— .  ■ 

Navs— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
HarruvPeters,  Worthington— 7.    . 

The  order  was  then  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas 
9,  nays  3,  as  follows': 

•J  Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Ernery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Worthington — 9. 
-  Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  ■  Prescott,  Stebbins— 3. 

BOND  APPROVED.    - 

■  The  bond  of  Samuel  Canning,  Jr.,  eonstable,  be- 
ing duly  approved  by  the  City'  Treasurer,  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

REPORTS  "OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

.  Street  Commissiojiers.  The  Street  Commission- 
ers beg  leave  to  report  that  they  think  it  proper 
and  necessary  that  Clifton  street  .should  be. ex- 
tended from  Hudson  street  to  Shirley  street,  at 
G-eorge'  street,  through  an  estate  facing  upon 
Shirley  street  belonging  to  John  Haven,  of  which 
they  respectfully  recommend  your  honorable  body 
to  authorize  the  .purchase,  as-.a  whole.  This  they 
advise,  as  they  judge  that  the  damages  for  the 
extension  could,  for  the  city,  be  more  favorably 
adjusted  by  such  a.  course,  and  also  upon  con- 
sideration of  sewerage  already  had  by  the  city 
under  the  estate.  ■ 

A  resolve  and  order  was  also  received  from  the 
same  board  for  the  widening  of  Leverett  street, 
On  the  southwesterly  side,  at  the  corner  of  Charles 
street,  bv  taking  land  of  •  Charles,  B.  Wood,  at  an 
expense  of  §10,000.  - 

Severally  referred  to  the  ■  Joint  Comnoittee  •  on 
Streets.  .  . 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Reports  from. the  Finance  Committee  were  re- 
ceived as  follows : 

Report  that  by  the  annexation  of  Chailestown 
and  Brighton  six  trust  funds  ^ame  into  the  pos- 
session- of  the  city,  viz. :  j  Pierce  Poor  Fund,  in- 
come to  purchase  fuel,  etc.,  for  poor  widows  in 
Chailestown,  $1500,  (invested  in  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  of  Chailestown);  Holton 
Protestant  r'aupei  .Fund,  income  to  purchase 
meals  on  holidays  for  Protestant  paupers  in 
Brighton,  $1615  00,  (invested  in  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  town  of  Brighton);  Holton  Prot- 
estant Poor  Fund^  income  to  purchase  provisions 
for  Protestant  poor  in- Brighton,  si4a5,  (invest- 
ed in  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  town  of 
Brighton;  Babcock  Music  Fund,  income  to  be 
expended  for  music  in  Charlestown,  $3000,  (invest- 
ed in  the  Charlestown  Five.  Cent  Savings  Bank); 
Foss  Flag  Fund,  income  to  be  expended  for  flags 
to  be  displayed  in  Charlestown,  $2000,  invested  in 
the  Warren  Institution  for  Savings;  Foss  17th  of 
June  Fund,  income  to  be  expended  in  celebrating 
17th  June  in  Charlestown,  $2000,  (invested  in  the 
Warren  Institution  f  er  Savings).  The  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
ders .  ..i-...-  -it 

Ordered,  That  the  Pierce  Poor  Fund,  the  Holton 
Protestant  Pauper  Fund  and  the  Holton  Protest- 
ant Poor  Fiind  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  instructions 
to  keep  the  same  invested  in  city  of  Boston  six  per 
cent,  stock  and  to  expend  the  income  derived 
from  such  funds  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  con- 
ditions named  in  the  several  bequests;  that  the 
Babcock  Music  Fund,  the  Foss  17th  of  June  Fund 
and  Flftg  Fund  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Auditor 
of  Acoounts,  to  be  invested  by  him, .with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  Council  for  the  time  be- 
ing, the  income  therefrom  to  be  expended  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
bequests,  under  the  direotion  and  authority  of  the 
City  Council. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Report  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  haying 
passed  upon  and  allowed  .the  claim  of  .Michael 
Norton  for  services  as  Treasurer,  Clerk,  Collector 
and  Assessor  of  the  late- town  of,  Brighton,  also 
for  recording,-etC.,  births;  deaths  and  marriages, 
in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  $1010  95,  the  same 
having  been  authorized  by  votes  of  tne  late  town 
of  Brighton,  the  Finance' Committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  nccompanvini:  order.:  ,  > 
:  Ordered,  Thai  the  Auditor  of  -Acconnts  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
Served  Fuild  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries  the 
sum  of  $3000.  and  that  $110  95  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  "the  City  Registrar's  Department 


to  pay  the  claim  of  Michael  Norton  for  those 
amounts.  ■  ■  ■ '  -  - 

The  order  was  read  twice  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter,  and  passed— yea>  10,  nayS  2— Alder- 
men Harris  and  Piescott  voting  in  the  negative,   - 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports  recommending  leave  to  "withdraw  oh 
petitions  of  Benjamin  Bracbett  et  al.  against 
change  of  name  of  -Washington  street, Roxbiuy: 
and  h.  S.  Atkins,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar- 
way  in  sidewalk  on  Elm  street,  Chailestown. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the' Committee  on  Li- 
censes—Reports as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — A.  J.'Carter,  IIS 
Main  stieet,  Charlestown. 

Employment  Offices  Licensed — Mrs.'  W.  F.  Sav- 
age, 130  Main  street,  Chailestown. 

License  for  Public  Amusements  Granted — A.K. 
Adams,  to  give  dramatic  entertainment  at  Sum- 
ner Hall,  May  21-22. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— E  Hyard  Steirnl". 
112  Pleasant  street;  George  W.  Xorero»,  157  Eliot 
Street;  Cyrus  Jones,  61  Richmond  street;  John 
J.  Hughes,  corner  D  and  Bowen  streets. 

Inhoiders' Licenses  Kranted— Martin  I.Hanscom, 
33  Howard  street;  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  Parker 
House;  C.  S.  Pitman,  Brighton  avenue;  Jo  in  J. 
Dercherts,  35  Essex  street. 

Billiard^Saloons  Licensed  — Barnes  &  Buck. 
United  States  Hotel :  Luther  S.  Brooks  &  Co.,  57 
Temple  place;  T.  T.  Harrington,  Cattle  Fair  Ho- 
tel: John  s.  Barron,  72d  Washington'  street; 
Hicks  &  Bullock."  75  Court  street;  Edward  A. 
Skerry,  G9  Concord  street ;  Leonard  Brothers.  541 
Washington  street;  E.  T.  Marliave,  28  Meridian 
street;  Theodore  Mitchell,  21  School  street;  Charles 
Newman,  0  Canal  stieet .;  Valentine  Homer,  1803 
Washington  street;  Ernst  Becker,  47  Eliot  stieet ; 
Merritt  &  Dalton,  0  Maverick  square:  H.D.Par- 
ker &  Co.,  Parker  house;  John  A.  Parks.  Mav- 
erick House;  Charles  PortloCk,  555  Washington 
street;  Joseph  H.  Ware,  Hancock  street  <Ward 
16);  George  Werner,  1097  Tremont  street:  John 
Werner,  1209  Tremont  Street;  Jacob  Wirth,  60 
Eliot  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  -—  Christopher 
Schmidt,  340  Washington  street;  L.  Fishil,  27 
King-ton  street;  O.  S.  Harding.  20  Harrison  ave- 
nue; Bearse  &  Crowell,  coiner  Indiana  place  and 
Shawmut  avenue;  Charley  Morton.  143  Atlantic 
avenue;  Kendall  &  Dearborn,  8  and  10  Pearl 
street;  Edgerly  &  Crockett,  10  Faneuil-Hall 
square;  John  F.  Driscoll,  42  Fleet  street;  Geoige 
W.  Nickerson,  corner  Lincoln  street  and  Dorches- 
ter avenue ;  James  T.  Davis,  27  North  Market 
"street;  John  Quinn,  67  Haverhill  street;  Vincent 
Modee,  793  Tremont  street;  Michael  H.Sullivan, 
122  Northampton  street;  Charles  B.  Gannon,  75 
Cambridge  street;  t.  H.  Lepine,  foot  of  L  street; 
"Christian  Hinzelman,  17V2  School  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  tbat  additional 
land  be  purchased  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
new  grammar  school  on  Centre  street — Report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  owned 
by  John  Johnson,  situated  in  the  rear  of  the 
Lowell  Schoolhouse  on  Centre  street,  Ward  15, 
containing  nine  thousand  square  feet,  more  or 
less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  for  suitable  ac- 
commodations, in  the  Girls.'  High  Schoolhouse,  for 
the   use  of  the   drawing  classes— Report  recorn- 


ings  be  authorized  to  furnish  a  suitable  room,  in 
the  Gill's  High  Schoolhouse  on  West  Newton 
street, for  the  use  of  the.  Classes  in  drawing;  the 
expense  of  providing  the  necessary  furniture  and 
fixtures  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Fanenil  Hall— Report  m  favor  of  granting  use  of 
said  hall  to  the  National  Lancers,  June  15,  for  the 
observance  of  their  anniversary.     Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee,  on 
Market — Report  in  favor  of  allowing  X.  F.  Brewer 
to  transfer  the  lease  of  stall  No.  14  Faneuil-Hall 
Market  to  Swan,  Newton  &  Co.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— 
.    Orders  Of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next,  at 
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4  P.M.,  on  propose  1  construction  of  a  common, 
sewer  in  Washington  square,  east  from  Oliver 
street;  and  in  Condor  street, between  Meriden  and 
Brooks  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Report  that  the  schedule  of  assessments  for  a 
sewer  in  Merchants'  row  is  correct,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  orders  for  their  collection. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  he  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  causing  a 
sewer  to  be  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying away  the  impurities  which  discharge  into 
the  Mystic  Pond  from  the  towns  of  Winchester 
and  Woburn,  and  certain  tanneries  and  other 
manufacturing  establishments;  and  to  report  an 
estimate  of  the  cost,  and  what  proportion  of  the 
expense  of  constructing  said  sewer  shall  be  as- 
sumed by  said  towns  and  manufactories. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  under 
th.3  direction  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
for  ringing  the  bell  of  the  Unitarian  church  in 
Brighton  to  denote  the  hours  of  the  day,  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  ancient  custom,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
.   Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  City-Hall  Building,  Charlestown,  to 
accommodate  the  Municipal  Court  of  that  dis- 
trict, provided  such  repairs  and  alterations  on 
this  court  room,  together  with  other  court  rooms 
and  county  buildings,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum. of 
five  thousand  dollars  (luring  the  municipal  year; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County'  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Municipal  Court  room,  Charles  town ; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Severally  read  once.' 
By  Alderman  Peters — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  consid- 
er and  report  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  a 
bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Kailroad 
tracks,  across  the  cut  beyond  Forest  Hills  Station, 
to  avoid  the  present  crossing  at  grade. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Melville  aver 
Due,  between  Wa-liington  street  and  Dorchester 
.avenue,  Ward  10.    Estimated  cost,  §12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  in. front  of  Nos.  158  to  168,  inclusive,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  sc u edule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
-directed  to  pave  Me.uford  street,  between  Cook 
and  Lexington  streets,  Charlestown,  with  small 
granite  blocks;  estimat 
.  Ordere.i,  That  the  Su| 
directed  to  pave  the  s 
side  of  Rugglcs  -mn 
Parker  streets,  ami  to  it 
ule  of  the  expense  thereof. 
Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metro. rolitan  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Meridian  street',  East  Bos- 
ton, should  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks 
from  the  southerly  side  of  Central  square' to  Lex- 
ington street,  and  that  said  company  be  directed 
to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  its  tracks  on  said 
street  with  small  granite  blocks;  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly 
Side    of   Tremont   street,    between    the    Tremoiit 
House  and  Park  street.    Estimated  cost,  $600. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  paving  Kilby 
street  with  wood,  as  provided  by  the  order  passed 
May  11,  and  approved  May  13,  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Burnt  District,  and  not  to 
the  appropriation  for  Paving,  as  recited  in  said 
order,  and  I  hat  said  order  be  amended  accordingly. 
Alderman  Peters— I  think  this  order  should  not 
pass.  It  is  bad  policy  for  the  city  to  run  into  debt, 
and  if  it  does  so  it  should  be  for  permanent  im- 
provements and  not  for  such   a  temporary  affair 
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been  passed  at  the  last  meeting  and  no  notice  of 
reconsideration  given,  an  amendment  is  not  in 
order. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  objection  to  accom- 
modating the  gehtleman.  It  was  by  his  request 
that  it  came  here.  If  he  wants  to  defeat  it  1  am 
willing  to  vote  for  it,  and  if  he  desires  to  pass  it  I 
will  vote  for  that, 

Alderman  Peters^The  gentleman  is  mistaken ; 
I  did  not  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Power— It  could  not  have  cotne  here 
without  his  vote,  for  I  certainly  did  not  vote  for  it 
in  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  sorry  that  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  have  backed  down, 
When  I  put  the  vote  in  committee,  no  one  voted 
against  it ;  I  put  the  question  just  as  orders  are 
passed  at  every  session  of  this  Board,  and  I  de- 
clared it  passed.  The  order  was  not  properly 
worded  in  the  first  place.  The  appropriation 
should  have  come  from  the  Burnt- District  loan.  I 
agree  with  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury 
that  when  the  city  runs  into  debt  it  should  be  for 
something  more  permanent  and  more  valuable 
than  wooden  pavement.  Still  we  should  take  it 
Out  of  that  loan,  for  if  it  comes  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Paving  we  shall  have  to  cut  short  in 
the  repairs  of  some  other  streets. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  does  not 
clear  up  this  matter.  This  order  was  passed  by 
the  two  votes  of  the  other  members  of  the  comn 
mittee.  1  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  supposed  they 
were  sincere,  and  wanted  it  to  pass  this  Board. 
If  they  want  to  pass  it  I  will  help  them;  if  they 
want  to  defeat  it,  1  will  help  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  be 
satisfied  with  what  he  has  accomplished  in  secur- 
ing the  paving  of  Kilby  street  with  woou,  and  he 
has  done  that  to  please  a  few  petitioners.  It  is 
unusual  that  petit. oners  should  come  up  here  and 
lobby  with  membeis  of  this  board.  lam  satisfied 
that  if  thi-.  Board  bad  neen  left  alone  their  good 
sense  would  never  have  allowed  them  to  pass  that 
order.  It  was  done  by  the  exertions  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  with  members  of  this  Board; 
he  nad  the  right  to  do  so.  When  this  order  was 
passed  in  committee  I  did  not  vote,  and  it  could 
not  be  a  tie  vote. 

Alderman  Power— The  remarks  of  the  last 
speaker  do  not  place  the  members  of  this  Board  in 
a  position  that  they  would  like — that  they  voted 
against  their  own  judgment,  and  that  lobbyists 
came  in  here  and  intimidated  them.  I  wish  to 
state  distinctly  that  I  voted  according  to  my  own 
judgment,  and  1  suppose  others  did.  I  always 
■wanted  to  pave  some  localities  of  the  city  with 
wootl,  and  I  believed-  that  this  is  one  adapted  for 
that  pavement,  or  I  should  not  .have  voted  for  it. 
I  stated  that  when  property  owners  on  a  street, 
who  pay  so  much  taxes,  want  such  a  pavement, 
thev  are  entitled  to  some  consi  (Oration,  and  their 
wishes  should  be  respected.  I  should  not  wish 
a-hy  one  to  state  that  I  votetl  for  that  order  simply 
because  the  petitioners  asked  for  it. .  I  voted  for 
it  because  I  believed  in  it ;  because  I  think  certain 
streets  should  be  paved  with  wood.  This  or- 
der comes  in  here,  it  seems  to  me,  that  th.e 
committee  may  accomplish  what  they  lost  before^ 
The  city  of  Boston  has  to  pay  the  bilD?  and  it  mat- 
ters very  little  whether  this  expense  is  taken  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  paving  or  from  the 
Burnt-disti  ict'Loan.  The  only  difference  is  that 
the  one  is  borrowed  and  the  other  is  taxed  direct- 
ly to  the  people,  therefore  1  am  disposed  to  de- 
■feat  the  order  they  bring  in  here,  if  the  majority 
of  the  committee  wish  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gefitleman  lias  been  re- 
freshing my  memory  a  little  by  bis  remarks.  He 
said  he  was  afraid  to  send  this  matter  back  to  this 
Board  for  fear  he  would  lose  it,  and  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  much  faith  in  it. 
Alderman  Hall— I  rather  like  sham  li  ghfs,  especial  - 
Tyinone's  own  communities,  but  this  thing  pleases 
■me  too  well.  This  idea  of  paving  Kilby  street,  with 
burnettized  blocks  and  puddled  road  bed,  as  th,e 
gentleman  called  it,  I  do  not  like.  It  must,  be 'evi- 
dent that  Kilby  street  is  not  suitable  to  be  paved 
with. wootl.  Heavy  teams  will  pass  through  there 
constantly,  and  horses  drawing  heavy  loads  cannot 
stand  firmly  on  these  wooden  pavements. ^  As,  to 
-this  discussion  upon  what  appropriation  it  shall 
be  charged  to,  1  shall  let  the  gentleman  .from 
Wahl  0  have  his  way  and  vote  for  the  order.  , 
1  Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  upon  his  point  of  order. 
:  The  Ch&irman-r-lf  this  Board  think  they  have 
made  an  error  in  passing  an  order,  it  is  perfectly 
competent  to  correct  it.  at  the  next  meeting.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it  is  not.  proper  for  this 
to  be  charged  to  the  lturnt-Distriet  loan,  iuasinuch 
as  Kilby  street  was  not  burnt  up. 
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Alderman  Peters— The  Hue  of  tue  burnt  district 
was  about  forty  feet  from  Kilby  street. 

The  Chairman— This  is  a  proper  order  to  pass  if 
this  Board  sees  fit 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  WATER    BOARD. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  a-  majority  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  the  ordi- 
nance to  establish  a  water  board,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  submitted  by  the 
Committee  on  Water  in  a  hew  draft. 

The  changes  made  in  the  ordinance  by  the  ma- 
jority are  as  follows: 

In  Section  1.  Providing  that  vacancies  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Mayor  with  the  consent  of  the'  City 
Council'. 

In  Sect.  2.  Providing  that  the  Board  shall  report 
its  i.oings  underhis  section  to  the  City  Council. 

In  Sect.  3.  Providing  that  all  the  powers  vested 
in  said  Board"  shall  be  "subject,  however,  to  the 
authority  of  the  City  Council,  from  -time  to  time 
by  ordinances,  orders  or  resolutions,  to  instruct 
said  board  and  to  change  and  to  limit  its  powers"  ; 
also  "that  said  board  shall  report  its  doings  urder 
tlrs  section  to  the  City-  Council,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  correct,  change  and  supervise  them." 
-  In  Section  6.  Providing  that  bids  for  work  or 
furnishing  materials  shall  be  accompanied  with  a 
bond  to  the  city  "with  sufficient  sureties  or  col- 
lateral securities  to  be  approved  by  the  Water 
Board,"  and  also  "that  the  bidder  and  the  sure- 
ties upon  said  bond  shall,  if  required  by  the 
board,  sign  a  contract  for  the  performance  and 
fulfilment  of  his  -bid  within  five  days  from  the 
time  when  he  is  notified  that  said  contract  is 
ready  foT  execution,  and  in  ease  collateral  securi- 
ties accompany  any  bid  said  collateral  securities 
shall  be  held  as  security  for  the  peiformance  of 
said  contract-." 

In  Section  11.  Providing  that  the  present  Joint 
'Standing  Committee  on  Water  shall  perform  the 
duties  provided  in  the  "seventh  and  ninth  sections 
during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year  to  be 
performed  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Water  Department." 

Alderman  Peters  submitted  the  following  minor- 
ity report: 

'Had  the  order  referring  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  the  report  establishing  a  water  board 
for  the  city  of  Boston  been  adopted  as  first  offered 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  the  Alderman' from 
Ward  8,  we  should  not  have  considered  ii  our  duty 
to  present  a  minority  report ;:  but  as  said  order 
was  amended  on  motion  of  the  Alderman  from 
the  Charlestown  District,  so  as  to  leave  to  this 
committee  the  whole  Consideration  of  The  report, 
we  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  dissent  from  the 
report  recommending  thepassage  of  an  ordinance 
establishing  a  water  board  in  the  manner  stated 
in  said  ordinance,  and  beg  leave  to  present  our 
reasons  therefor.  .  •   •  •' 

The  inestimable  and  in  our  opinion  inalien- 
able birthright  of  th-  people  of  Massachusetts 
is  the  privilege  (as  well  as  duty)  of  the  in- 
habitants' of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth  -  of  electing  their  'executive  offi- 
cer-, and  we  have  heard  of  no  rea-'on  given  for 
changing  this  method  in  the  cases  of  the  eommi-- 
sions  lately  established  in  the  city  of  Boston,  ex- 
cept that  the  people  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the 
election  of  the  officials  composing  these  commis- 
sions. If  this  is  true,  let  lis  recall  the  Appropria- 
tion bill  and  strike  therefrom  the  item  of  about 
scj.uon.i.inn  for  public  schools,  and- let  the  people 
take  a  step  towards  the  pure  and  virtuous. igno- 
rance of  the  days  when  the  present  citv  charter 
was  first  adopted.  But  in  our  opinion'  it  is  not 
true.  The  sense  and  education  of  the  people  of 
this  community  is  such  that  it  i-  an  insult  to  thenl 
to  endeavor  to  deprive  them  of  their  right  to  elect 
their  own  executive  officers,  and  that  pense 
and  education  can  lie  relied  on  to  choose  the  best 
men.  as  well  as,  or  better  than,  the  Mavor  whom 
they  may  elect.  '  •.  -:"■'.. 

: Appointed  commissions  are  '  unrepubliean  and 
undemocratic;  we  do  not  consider  that  even  a 
majority  of  the. inhabitants  barvea  right  to  estab- 
lish such  commissions,  as  the  minority  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  demand  that  the.  executive,'-  offi- 
cers of  the  city  shall  be  responsible  to  the  people 
by  whom  they  shad  be  elected.'  We  look  upon  the 
establishment  of  such  commission's  bv  the  City 
Council  as  thrusting  u]  on  the  citv  a  burden  which". 
like  the  oldmamof  Sindbad,  will'not  and  cannot  be 
throw  noff,  arid  one  which  islhiblc  if  not  sine  to  lead 
to  the  gravest  political  complication:;,  and- be"  the 
cause  Of  the  worst  corruption  that "this  comnuinitv 
has. ever  seen.  With,  the  e.stablishiuejit  of  more 
appointed  comml-'sioivsi, '  ,i-  political  power  might 
be  created,  should  we  have  a  fto'rrupt.Mavor. work- 
ing with  hi--  own  cor  nipt  eohimis-ioi  is.  controlling 
4000  or.5009-VQters  in  theemplov  of  the  cjtv  again-t 


We  dissent  also  fronr  that  portion  of  the  act 
which  forbids  the  decreasing  the  salaries  during 
the  cerni  of  office  for  which  the  commi-sioners 
may  have  been  appointed.  This  also  is.. a -new 
feature  in  the  commission  departure,  and  a  new 
step  to  secure  their  foothold  when  once  establish- 
ed. These  officials  should  be  paid  whatever  the 
City  Council  vote  them  each  year,  and  if  in  some 
time  of  great  public  necessity  they  should  be 
voted  a  smaller,  salary  than  the  previous  year 
they  will  have  the  privilege  of  resigning.  -*The 
fluctuating  value  of  the  i-rjrencv  al-o  lenders 
-itch  a  provision  unwise  Crklef  "the  old  system 
of  a  Legislative  Council  with  an  Executive  Board 
of  Aldermen,  chosen  each  year,  the  citv  of  Boston 
has  thriven,  and  her  credit  -tands  in  the  Old 
World  the  highest  of  any  of  the  cities  of  the  New. 
'  On  account  of  the  continual  change  neither  pol- 
itics nor  corruption  ha-  nourished  in  the  Citv 
Hall,  and  we  believe  that  with  ai  increase  of  six 
in  the  number  of  Aldermen,  making  eighteen  in 
all,  elected  by  the  people  (perhaps,  one-third  each 
year  ,  the  business  of  the  city  will  be  conducted 
more  economically,  and  the  people  kept  up  to  the 
s"en--e  of  their  own  responsibility  ant!  their  duty 
of  electing  proper  men. 

Competent  heads  of  departments  with  good  com- 
mittees will  manage  the  affairs  of  the  city  better 
and  cheaper,  in  our  opi,  ion,  than  commissions  will. 

We  therefore  resj  c-ctfully  report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  legi.  late  tinner  ihepresent  statute. 

Praxcis  A.  Peters. 
A.  J.  Hall.' 

Both  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table  and  order- 
ed to  be  rrinted 

OFFICE  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  MILii. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  1'ul  lie  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  a  suitable  office  out- 
side of  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Inspector  of  .Milk;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  kLow 
the  object  of  this  order,  and  what  is  intended  to 
be  done  with  the  Inspector  of  Milk  if  this  order 
passes.  I  have  another  order  which  has  been 
handed  to  me  by  the  Inspector  of  Milk,  who  savs 
he  must  have  an  assistant, .-  o  that  \s  hen  applicant- 
come  to  his  office  they  can  find  some  one  there  to 
attend  to  their  orders.  It  will  increase  The  ex- 
pense of  the  department  six  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. I  do  not  object  to  the  order  so  far  as  ,he  In- 
spector of  Milk  is  concerned,  fori  think  we  can 
make  good  use  of  the  room,  but  if  he  goes  outside 
of  City  Hall  he  must  have  an  assistant,  so  that 
those  who  go  to  his  office  can  find  some  One  there 
to  take  their  orders. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  know  what  to  sav 
about  that  order,  it  comes  so  near  an  order  that  I 
offered  some  four  weeks  ago,  which  v>  as  indefin- 
itely postponed.  I  think  this  one  is  drawn  so  thai 
it  could  come  into  this  Board  and  not  be  ruled  out 
by  the  Chairman.  That  order  designated  the  lo- 
cality to  which  the  Inspector  was  to  be  removed ; 
This  one  leaves  it  optional  with  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  I  do  not  know  where  that  offi- 
cer could  be  put  unless  he  is  favorable  to  going 
up  s tails?. 
■  Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  adding  the  words  -and  thai  the  Inspector  of 
Milk  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  tne  Board 
of  Health." 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 

f;vail.  I  went  to  -ee  the  Inspector  of  Milk,"  and 
said  he  would  like  a  little  room  by,  himself, 
i'haps  he  may  need -an  assistant,  and"  he  could 
secure  a  little  girl. at  a  cost  of  8300.'  The  depart- 
mentisruu  economically. and  I  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  putting  this  officer  urider  the  hoard  of 
Heahh:  if  the  Board  of  Health"  ruive  nothing  to 
do,  let  us  find  something  for  them  To  do.  This 
officer  says,  give  hfma  little  'loom  where  von 
please;  he -does  not' dictate  where  it  shall  "be, 
whether  In'a  Cellar  or  aii  attic,  of  anywhere-.  He 
is  willing  to  go,  anvwhere  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  chose  to'  locate  him.  I  hope  The 
amendment  will  riot  .prevail: 

•■Alderman  Presoo'tt— frila'de  the  amendment  in 
good  faith,  and  I  trust  it  will  prevail.  Here  is  a 
department  in  chare-e  of  no!  odv,  and  elsewhere  it 
is  under  The.  Won i'd -  of  health. 

Alderman  Cutter—/  raise  the;  point  of  order 
thiit  the  amendment  "is  precisely  the  same  as  a 
subject  how  lvirci  upon 'the  table  in  this  Board, 
ajt.dis  Therefore  nor  in  order.  '• 

The  Chairman— the  point  is  well  taken  ;  the  sub- 
ject being  at  present  On  The  Table.  The  amendment 
is  not  in  order.  '         -  '  i ' ' 

.. 
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Alderman  I'rescott  respectfully  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  Board  voted  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  aud  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

THE  SEARS  DONATION. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following : 
Whereas,  Doubts  have  arisen  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain property  held  by  the  Fifty  Associates  through 
the  bounty  of  the  late  David  Sears,  Esquire, for  the 
benefit  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  under  deeds  referred  to  in  a  proposed  in- 
denture dated  January  22,  A.  D.  1874,  between  Fred- 
eric R  Sears  and  others,  a  copy  whereof  is  filed 
with  the  City  Clerk,  and  ;also  in'regard  to  certain 
real  estate  and  other  property  gi\  en  by  said  David 
Sears  to  the  said  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city 
of  Boston  for  the  establishment  and  endowment 
of  the  Searston  Charter  House,  so-called,  by  deeds 
referred  to  in  a  proposed  indenture  dated  May  1, 
A.  D.  1874,  between  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  city  of  Boston  and  others,  a  copy  whereof  is 
also  filed  with  the  City  Clerk,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  all  parties  who  may,  possibly,  be  interested 
in  said  property  and  its  application,  should  exe- 
cute by  way  of'  compromise  each  of  said  indent- 
ures, subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  this  Commonwealth- 
Voted,  That  the  city  of  Boston  approve  said 
compromise,  and  that  said  indentures  be  executed 
in  the  name  .and  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston  by 
the  Mayor,  and  the  corporate  seal  of  the  city 
affixed,  and  any  proceedings  or  answers  in  equity 
necessary  or  proper  for  obtaining  the  sanction  of 
the  Supreme  Court  thereto  be  also  executed  and 
filed  in  court  by  said  city. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  order  and  ac- 


ASSESSMENTS   ABATED. 

By  Alderman  .  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — 

Ordered,  That  tbe  amount  of  $33  17,  assesse  1  to 
Benjamin  Johnson  for  edge-tones  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel  B.  and  J.  Homer  Pierce,  $15  99; 
Benjamin  Johnson,  $17  18. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $05  15,  assessed  to 
Horgau  Brothers  for  edge.-tones  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  J. 
Warren  Faryon. 

Ordered, That  [he  sidewalk  asse.-smeiit  oi  $20  78, 
to  Henry  C.  Adams,  on  Gates  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  as-essed  to  John  F.  Colby  and  Jona- 
than Wales. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  S22  04,  assessed  to 
E.  Buel  and  R.  A.  Gibson  for  sidewalks  on  Silver 
street,  corner  of  A  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same 
assessed  to  Orison  Adams  &  Sons. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  $17  73,  being  the 
sidewalk  assessment  of  Eben  Jackson,  No.  40  Sil- 
ver street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 'to 
Hugh  Ferguson. 

Ordered  That  the  sum  of  $2  ">*.  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  to  William  Rafferty  on 
West  Eighth  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $81  05,  assessed  to  Del- 
aport.e  &  Bloinbetg  for  sidewalk  on  Dorchester, 
corner  of  Newman  street,  be  abated,  and  the, 
same  assessed  to  A.  G.  Delaporte. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $M5  79,  assessed  to 
cemetery,  East  Fifth  street,  be  abated,  and  the 
same  be'a-sessed  to  proprietors^!'  Union  Cemetery. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22  73,  assessed  to 
Robert  Swan  and  J.  W.  Southwick,  for  sidewalks 
No.  si  Gold  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  as-, 
sessed  on  George  W.  Southwprth. 

ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20.  being  amount  as- 
sessed for  edgestones  on  Dorchester  avenue  to 
Nicholas  Cronin,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  Nicholas  Corcoran. 

Ordered,  To  abate  the  sum  of  $34  GO  from  the 
sidewalk  assessment  of  Cynthia  A.  Richmond  on 
Dorchester,  corner  of  Tuekerman  street,  the  same 
being  assessed  in  error. 

Severally  read  twice  aud  passed. 

REPORTS   OF  COJIMITTEE  ON   HEALTH. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health—  ''..', 

Report  on  communication  of  Board  of  Health 
respecting  a  hospital  for  contagious  diseases, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order :  \ 

ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pur- 
chase, with  the  approval  of  his  Hohor  the'Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Health,  a.  suitable  lot  of  land 
within  the  limits  of  the.  city  of  Boston  for  tjie  lo7 
cation  of  a  hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases;  the  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty-rive  thousand  dollars,  and  to  be  transfer- 
rer! for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fiind. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 


they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  Wil- 
liam Ring  of  Brighton  for  the  removal  of  night 
soil  from  Ward  19,  for  the  term  of  three  vears 
from  May  1, 1874,  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  load  of 
eighty  cubic  feet;  the  expense  to  be  borne  by  par- 
ties ordering  the  clearing  of  vaults,  ' 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  petitionsfor  leave  to 
erect  stables;  by  Daniel  A.  Brown,  Bovlston  avenue, 
near  Green  street,  Ward  17;  James  A.  Munroe, 
Foster  street,  near  South  street;  George  Martin, 
on  court  in  rear  of  100  H  street;  Mary  A.  Cook, 
Michigan  avenue  (Ward  10) ;  and  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Timothy  O'Re- 
gan,  Paris  street,  between  Porter  and  Marion 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

ARMORY  IN  EAST   BOSTON. 

By  Alderman  AVorthington,for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  repairs 
and  alterations  in  the  old  High  School  building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street, 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  said  building  for 
use  as  an  armory  (to  be  occupied  by  Company  I, 
First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.)  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding. five  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  PublielBiiildings. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading  at  the  present  session. 

Alderman  Cutter— Have  the  school  board  sur- , 
rendered  tins  schoolhouse?..    : . 

Alderman  Worthington— It  has  been  vacant  foi 
the  la-  r  two  years,  and  is  now  used  by  the  Univer- 
salis! Church,  who  pay  no  rent  for  ii".  This  propo- 
sition meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Armories  and,  I  think,  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  It  has  not  been  occupied  for 
two  years.  By  making  these  alterations  we  shall 
receive  $1200  rent  for  it  from  the  State., 

Alderman  Emery— From  the  explanations  given 
to  me  individually,  and  to  the  Committee  On  Pub-  . 
lie  Buildings,  1  a  in  satisfied  that  the  alterations 
could  be  made  for  a  small  sum,  and  I  presume  it, 
is  a  very  proper  arrangement.  It  has  not  been  in 
use  for  a  considerable  length  of  time     ."■  ,    . 

Aldermap  Cutter— I  am  happy, to  know  that  one 
district  is  furnished  with  ample  school  room. 
As  a .  member  of  the  Committee,  on  Public 
Instruction  I  ,  find  that  schdol  room  .  ds 
short  in  nearly  all  localities,'  and  th,e  ,  ques-r. 
Don  occurs  to  me  whether  it  is  judicious  to 
turn  a  schoolhouse  into  an  armory. ,  If  this  school- 
house  is  to  be,  wanted  in  two  or  three  years,  as  is 
of  ten  the  case  in  different  localities,  tiien  it  will 
not  be  desirable  to  make  this  change.  I,  do  not 
propose  .  to  vote  to  .turn  this  building. dnto  an 
armory  and  before  another  year  is  out  to  appropri- 
ate forty  thousand  dollars  tor  a  new.  schoolhouse 
in  that  section.  -  i 

Alderman  Worthington— The.  alterations,  con- 
templated are  to  take  out  one  flight  of  stairs  and 
give  a  little  more  rooni.  it  will  then  be  just  as, 
good  for  a  schoolhouse  as  it  is  now. .  There  is  no 
occasion  for  two  flights  of  stairs  leading  into,  one 
schoolroom.  Why  it  was  built  so,  I  cannot  see. 
The  alterations,  will  make  the  house .  better  fori 
school  purposes,  if  it  is  ever  needed  again. 

Alderman  Peters— If  this  schoolhouse  has  been 
used  as  a  chinch,  and  this  application  now. made 
is  to  use  it  for  an  armory,  i  am  afraid  there  might 
be  some  conflict  between  the  Church  militant  and 
the  Church  triumphant.  I  move  that  the  order  be-. 
referred  to  Hie  Committee  on  Public    Instruction. 

.Alderman  Hall— This  building  has  been  idle  for. 
two  years,, and  can  be  advantageously  used  as  an> 


Aiderman  Cutter— I  hoi  P  the  Board'  will  under- 
stand that  if  we  do  get  $1200  , a  year  for  this 
armory,  the  city  has  to  pay  forty  per  cent  of  it.    . 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  was  lost  and  the 
order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed.       ,'       „> 

-     .   INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. 

Alderrdrin  preSc6tt  rrroved  to  take  from  the  ta-' 
ble  Alderman  Cutter's  motion  to  reconsider  the, 
vote  whereby  the  order  Was  passed  to  place  the 
Inspector  of'Milk  under  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  whom  he  shall  make  report;  etc.,  and  ' 
asked  for  the  yeas  aud  nays.        .;■>■• 

Alderman  Brooks  moved 'the  Board  adjourn. 
Lost.  ' 

Tho  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote.    '  > 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Harris*.  Pres- 
cott, Stebbinsi,  Worthington— 0.     '..'■'••'    "    •' 

Nays— AldenOeii  Bigolow/  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall, 
Tetefs,  Bower— 0.      ".••■'-,•.-  .>••'  '■■*'. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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O  O  M  M  O  N       C  O  U  N  C  E  T, . 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY   SI,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Henry  T.  Knight,  Maynard  &  Rice, 
James  Hanning,  Leonard  Day.  Severally  referred, 
in  concurrence. 

Preamble  and  vote  authorizing  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  execute  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  certain  indentures  concern- 
ing land  and  other  property  given  by  David  Sears 
to  said  overseers,  on  conditions  referred  to  there- 
in. Referred  to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
on  taking  land  for  extension  of  Clifton  street,  and 
resolve  and  order  from  said  commissioners  for 
widening  Leverett  street  on  the  southwest  side, 
corner  of  Charles  street.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Streets,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  place  the  Fort-Hill  wharf  in  charge  of 
the  Paving  Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and 
paving  blocks. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7-1  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  tor  this  reason:  At,  the  time 
of  fhe  purchase  of  this  wharf  from  W.  R.  Clark, 
there  was  an  agreement  that  he  should  continue 
to  have  the  wharf,  or  should  have  the  preference, 
until  such  time  as  he  might  desire.  The  matter  of 
letting  the  wharf  has  been  considered  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  and  has  been  referred  to  a 
sub-committee  consisting  of  Aldermen  Clark  and 
Harris  and  myself,  and  they  have  not  yet  reported. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to  place  city  documents  and  publications 
in  general  charge  and  at  the  disposal  of  commit- 
tees controlling  the  appropriations  to  which  they 
are  charged.  Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  "Water  to  con- 
sider expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  to  con- 
vey away  the  impurities  discharged  into  Mystic 
Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  and  report 
on  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  said  the  subject  of  sewer- 
age is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Mystic 
WiitorIioa.nl,  and  a  report  would  be  had  from 
them  before  a  great  while.  He  moved  to  lay  the  or- 
der on  the  table,  which  was  carried.  Subsequent- 
ly, on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  order  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  b;— 1  should  like  some  reason 
why  there  should  be  a  different  disposition  of  this 
matter  from  that  which  was  before  proposed. 
The  reason  given  for  laying  it  upon  the  table  was 

equally    g I,  whether    the    order   was    referred 

either  to  the  Committee  on  Water  or  Sewers.  I 
move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Mystic 
Water  lioard. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  20—1  do  not  object  to  the 
reference,  and  merely  wish  to  explain  the  object 
of  my  previous  motion.  A  mistake  in  the  printed 
order  of  proceedings  led  me  to  think  that  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  was  meant  instoW  of  the 
Committee  on  Water,  as  the  order  reads,  and  I 
thought  it  was  bad  policy  to  have  the  same  matter 
in  the  hands  of  two  committees.  The  Committee 
on  Water  have  had  petitions  before  them,  and 
have  been  in  consultation  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
reference. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board. 

Order  authorizing  old  High  School  Building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street, 
to  be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth 
Battalion. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  move  that  this  order 
lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not  wish  any  member  of 
the  committee  to  think  that  I  question  the 
wisdom  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the 
committee,  as  evidenced  in  the  order  before 
the  Council,  but  the  facts  in  the  case  are 
these:     One     of     the     companies— I     do     not 


know  which— has  been  raised  by  Captain 
Howe,  and  most  of"  the  members  live  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Upham's  Corner  and  the  South  End,  while 
the  building  proposed  to  be  refitted  is  a  mile  or  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  their  residences,  and  the  cap- 
tain says  he  does  not  think  he  will  be  able  to  get 
the  men  to  go  to  the  armory.  I  do  not  think  the 
committee  were  familiar  with  the  facts  in  the 
case,  and  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  who  is  not  present,  was  surprised  to 
see  the  order  reported  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men last  Monday.  I  do  not  think  that  the  com- 
mittee are  aware  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  an 
armory  near  Upham's  Corner.  There  is  some  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  people  in  regard  to 
changing  this  building  for  an  armory,  and  I  think 
the  Council  will  see  the  propriety  of  laying  this 
order  upon  the  table  till  further  information  can 
be  obtained,  and  until  an  amendment  can  be  pre- 
pared to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  case. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer,  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  iipppropriation  for  Salaries,  of 
sytioi),  and  that  silo  '.!.r>  he  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Registrar's  Department,  to  pay 
the  claim  of  Michael  Norton  for  those  amounts. 
Order  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Arthur  W.Austin 
in  place  of  Charles  (i.  Greene  on  the  Commission 
to  Revise  the  City  Charter.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  Central  Wharf  Corporation 
SUfi.noo,  for  a  sewer  through  said  wharf,  on  account 
of  Atlantic-avenue  Improvement.  Passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  fixing  salaries  as  follows:  Drawtender 
North  Harvard-street  Bridge,  .s'jon  per  annum; 
drawtender  Cambridge-street  Bridge,  ¥250  per 
annum;  drawtender  Western-avenue  Bridge,  .sj;,ii 
per  annum;  provided  the  same  amounts  are  paid 
by  the  city  of  Cambridge.   Passed,  iu  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Dover-street  Bridge  snot)  per  annum  additional, 
for  assistance  in  operating  the  draw  of  said 
bridge. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— This  proposal  to  raise 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Dover-street 
Bridge,  I  do  not  believe  in.  It  came  before  the 
committee,  and  they  recommended  it.  I  have 
since  looked  into  the  question,  and,  as  one  of  the 
committee,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the.  salary 
should  be  raised.    I  trust  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14— It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  any  adequate  reason  has  been  given  for 
this  increase  of  salary.  As  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  the  matter  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Salaries  and  was  fixed  for  the  year, 
unless  justifiable  circumstances  for  a  change  are 
shown.'  I  think  it  should  remain  as  it  is  for  the 
year.  It  would  offer  a  bad  precedent,  as  some 
friend  of  a.  city  officer  might  at.  any  time  come  ill 
here  and  make  representations  which  would  se- 
cure an  increase  of  salary.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen on  this  order,  it  appears  that  some  200  ap- 
plications for  this  position  were  made.  It  was  not 
urged  in  this  ease,  as  it  was  in  another,  that  we 
should  lose  the  services  of  a  valuable  servant  if 
his  salary  was  not  raised.  The  salary  is  certainly 
not  less  now  than  heretofore,  and  unless  there  lias 
been  some  material  shrinkage  in  values,  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  that  the  increase 
should  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  order  to  give  time  to 
look  into  the  matter  and  to  be  able  to  state  defi- 
nitely every  point,  I  move  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  the  order  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.    I  think   we  are   ready  to   decide  this 

?[iiostion  tonight.  lam  able  to  vote  intelligently. 
f  1  thought  this  man  was  competent  to  fill  the 
place,  that  he  was  courteous  and  agreeable  to  the 
citizens,  I  would  vote  to  give  him  three  hun- 
dred dollars  additional.  Hut  from  all  the  facts 
that  I  have  been  in  possession  of,  it  is  proved 
conclusively  to  me  that  he  is  not  a  proper  person 
for  this  position.  He  is  insulting  to  citizens  and 
probably  costs  mechanics  hundreds  of  dollars  a 
week  by  the  discount  on  their  time,  which  he 
could  save  them  by  not  slamming  the  gate  in  their 
faces.  1  hope  the  reference  will  not.  be  made  and 
that  we  shaft  decide  tonight  either  to  give  him  the 
salary  or  not. 


MAY       21 
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Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Why  1  w  i.-li  the  matter 
leferredto  the  committee  is  this:  I  have  heard 
that  this  officer  has  every  opportunity  to  make 
money  besides  what  he  receives  Aom  the  city.  I 
understand,  from  reading  the  reports  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  that  he  acts  as  pilot  for  vessels,  hut 
1  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  If  he  makes 
sufficient  money  'from  that  source  to  hire  help 
in  turning  the  draw  and  clearing  the  snow  off  the 
tracks,  it  would  be  a  consideration  with  me  wheth- 
er or  not  I  should  vote  for  this  increase.  That 
question  did  not  come  up  before  the  Committee  on 
Salaries.  As  for  the  officer's  good  character,  I 
know  nothing  about  that,  but  I' do  know  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  get  a  man  to  exercise  the  duties  of  draw- 
tender  and  preserve  that  equanimity  of  temper 
possessed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  .  7.  I 
have  often  had  the  draw  of  the  Chailes- 
town  bridge  shut  in  my  face— even  I,  a 
member  of  the  City  Government— and  I  have 
had  to  bear  that  disregard  of  the  respect 
due  my  high  position,  as  well  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  -12.  This  man  receives  #14(10,  and 
spends  $.600  tor  assistance,  and  has  only  $800  left. 
Every  gentleman  knows  that  $800  is  not  sufficient 
to  support  any  man,  no  matter  what  position  he 
occupies.  1  understand  the  house  on  the  bridge 
is  not  inhabitable;  the  noise  on  the  bridge  at 
night  is  sufficient  to  keep  any  one  awake,  and  he 
merely  occupies  that  house  for  parties  who  assist 
him  during  the  night.  We  raised  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  and  a  precedent  lias 
been  made.  This  officer  needs  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary just  as  much  as  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
did.  I  do  not  know  but  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  may  have  some  way  of  making  money;  I 
am  not  a  judge  of  that.  AJ  I  know  of  this  case  is 
the  man  petitioned  for  au  increase  of  salary  and 
the  committee,  being  liberal-minded  men,  gave  it 
to  him.  My  object  in  moving  to  refer  the  order 
back  is  that  the  committee  may  consider  the  sub- 
ject again. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  performs  the  duties  of  Superintend- 
ent of  that  bridge.  As  to  bis  character,  I  know 
nothing  about  it ;  even  if  I  did  I  would  not  go  into 
it  here,  for  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  proper  place 
for  the  discussion  of  private  character.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  salary  paid  him  is  sufficient,  and  indeed 
more  than  ought  to  he  paid  for  the  position.  I 
frequently  pass  by  there,  probably  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  and  very  often  see  hoys 
not  more  than  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old  turn- 
ing that  draw  without  any  assistance  from  the 
Superintendent.  Therefore  I  claim  that  his  duties 
are  light.  In  summing  up  the  number  of  vessels 
which  passed  through  the  bridge  last  year,  I  find 
that  the  total  amount  of  work  done  by  him,  al- 
lowing ten  hours'  work  per  day,  would  be  no  more 
than  twenty- two  weeks  in  a  year.  It  takes  no 
more  than  ten  minutes  to  turn 'the  draw  and  allow 
a  vessel  to  pass  through.  I  believe  that  the  pre- 
vious Superintendent  only  received  about 
$700  a  year,  with  the  house,— it  may  have 
been  a  little  more,  but  he  never  received  $1400  as 
the  present  incumbent  does ;  and  at  that  time  we 
all  know  that  the  expenses  of  living  were  more 
than  they  .are  at  present.  In  consideration  of 
what  he  has  to  do,  I  consider  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  this  bridge  is  paid  more  than  he  ought  to 
have. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20 — Did  the  foimer  Superin- 
tendent of  the  bridge  carry  on  any  other  business 
during  the  time  he  held  the  position? 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7—1  think  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
matter  is  soVne what  mixed.  I  do  not  think  I  can 
understand  it,  and  1  do  not  want  to  vote  unless  I 
do  understand  it.  The  gentlemen  who  represent 
Wards  7  and  12  ought  to  be,. and  I  have  no  doubt 
are,  competent  to  pass  upon  this  question.  I 
should  be  willing  to  leave  the  whole  matter  with 
the  representatives  of  those  two  wards.  But  it 
seems  to  me  somewhat  mixed  now.  I  have  not 
yet  clearly  understood  it;  perhaps  that  is  my  own 
fault.  If  any  gentleman  from  either  of  those  two 
wards  can  state  the  particulars  of  the  case  I 
should  be  happy  to  coincide  with  them  in  what  is 
right.  But  by  this  desultory  statement  of  facts  I 
cannot  understand  them.  1  should  hope  that  some 
gentleman  would  make  it  clear  whether  a  necessi- 
ty exists  for  the  increase  of  this  man's  salary; 
if  itdoes,  I  should  lie  ready  and  willing  to  vote  for 
it,  and  it  not  I  shall  not.  If  either  of  those  gen- 
tlemen can  make  a  statement  to  the  Council  of  the 
necessities  of  the  case  I  should  hope  it  may  be 
done.    I  want  information  upon  the  subject,  but  I 


do  not  want  to  vote  without  knowing  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order  was  indefinitely 
postponed,  in  non-concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  of  soo.OOO  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriations  fur  the  Extension  of  Water 
Works  in  Wards  13, 14, 15  and  16,  and  to  cover  the 
expense  of  making  surveys  for  the  extension  of 
the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed— yeas 
63,  nays  0.  . 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  17th  of  June  1  arlestown  District, 
at  an  expense  of  ssoo,  as  d  order  set  forth. 
Passed— veas  47.  nays  0— a  i  ..  essrs.Pray  ol  Ward 
21,  Sibley  of  Ward 20  and  Long  of  Ward  22  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mi\  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  J.  A. 
King,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Leonard  sireet.  Ward  It:.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of 
Francis  J.  Downes,  that  a  bond  for  land  on 
Albany  street  be  cancelled  and  a  new  bond  and 
agreement  be  issued  therefor.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— I  etition  of  W.  S.  & 
George  O.  Wiley,  that  a  bill  ..gainst  the  Charles- 
town  Pire  Department,  ineuri'.d  in  1873,  be  paid. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  CI.  ims. 


REPORTS  OF        J 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  j.aildings — Report  in 
favor  of'  granting  petition  of  J.  H.  George,  for 
leave  to  enlarge  wooden  building  on  Second  street, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  grant- 
ing the  same  according  to  an  application  on  file  in 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  the  President,  far  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  Charlestown  Infant  School  and  Children's 
Home  Association,  for  an  appropriation  for  its 
use— Report  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  for  the 
reason  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
appropriate  money  for  such  a  purpose.   Accepted. 

THE  SUMNER  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  riie  following: 

Ordered,  That  one  thousanu  copies  of  ihe  Sum- 
ner memorial  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  City 
Council  in  addition  to  the  number  authorized  to 
be  printed  under  an  order  if  the  City  Council 
passed  April  25, 1874;  the  <  >:p>  .  se  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incn  ientals. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — How  many  copies  of  the 
volume  have  already  been  authorized? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  W aid  5— We  lwve  already  passed 
an  order  for  a  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
City  Government.  Since  that  order  was  passed 
I  have  myself  had  applications  from  many 
States  of  the  Union  and  from  various  indi- 
viduals of  our  own  city  and  State  request- 
ing copies.  Upon  consultation  with  many 
members  of  the  City  Government  and  city  official's 
I  have  thought  proper  to -:  xtioduce  this  order.     I 


believe  that  5000  copies  woub,  aepioperh  distnb- 
"   ' "  they  were  ordered  by  the  City  G 

A  thousand  have  been  ordered,  and  thi. 


uted  if  they  ' 


r  Govern- 


contemplates  as  many  more.  Hon.  Carl  Schurz 
has  written  here,  requesting  that  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  may  be  furnished  with  copies 
of  that  document,  and  from  the  large 
number  of  applications  which  have  been 
made,  it  was  thought  that  an  order  of  this 
kind  was  proper  to  be  introduced.  I  should  hope 
that  the  order  will  pass  without  any  objection.  I 
think  it  will.  One  thousand  copies' is  a  very  small 
number  when  we  consider  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Sumner,  the  members  of  the  City  Government, 
the  State  authorities  and  the  parties  who  feel 
specially  interested  in  this  matter.  The  expense 
will  be  proportionately  very  eruch  less  than  that. 
of  the  first  thousand,  if  tit.,  order  is  passed 
at  once.  The  type  no>v  being  set  up  and 
not  having  been  distribu  ad,  considerable  en- 
pense  will  "be  saved.  If  I  were  to  have  my  voice 
I  would  say  five  thousand  more  instead  of  one.  I 
think  the  request  a  reasonable  one,  and  hope  the 
order  will  pass  without  objection. 
The  order  was  given  a  second  reading. 

rf  Ward  20—1  would  inquire  whether 


Mr.  Dacey  of 

the  gentleman  has   information    that  these  cop 
are  to  be  distributed  among  members  of  the  City 
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Government,  or  remain  in  the  hands  of  a.  commit- 
tee to  lie  disposed  of  as  they  please,  i  would  like 
to  know  whether  I  am  to  get  my  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Thai,  is" a  proper  question 
to  be  asked.  I  should  hope  that  the  additional 
number  would  be  distributed  equally  in  every  re- 
spect amoii" 'the  members  of  the  "City  Govern- 
ment, to  be  used  as  they  may  see  fit.  I  am  very 
happy  indeed  that  the  gentleman  has  made  that 
proposition.  It  is  an  eminently  proper  and  fitting; 
one. 

The  order  was  pissed. 

FOTJKTH  OF  JULY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  order 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  arrange  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  expense 
of  the  celebration  not  to  exceed  siV.OOO,  was  taken 
frem  the  table,  read  a  second  time  and  passed — 
yeas  55,  nays  0.  The  President  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing-named gentlemen  a.-*  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Cc  unci! : 

Messrs.  Harrington  of  Ward  s.  Pease  of  Ward  1, 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Abbott  of  Ward  a,  Powers  of 
Ward  4,  Noves  of  Ward  5.  Hine  of  Ward  U.  Martin 
of  Ward  7,  Pace  of  Ward  '.).  Brackett  of  Ward  10. 
Cudworth  of  Ward  11.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  Train  of 
Ward  13,  Davis  of  Ward  14,  Timelier  of  Ward  15, 
Perkins  of  Ward  lfi.  Willeutt  of  Ward  17.  ivlolev 
of  Ward  18.  Dacey  of  Ward  20,  Kent  of  Ward  21. 
Hicks  of  Ward  22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  President 
was  added  to  the  Committee. 

SWETT-STKEET  DISTRICT.  R 
Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  1."  uttered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  now-  in   session  font 
the  passage  of  an  act  'requiring  ihe  owners  of  es- 
tates situated  and  lying  within  the  district  bound- 
ed by  Hampden  street,  Swett  street.  <  terard  street 
and  Norfolk  avenue,  to  raise  the  grades  of  their 
said  estates,  so  a.- to   secure   the   proper   drainage 
thereof,  and  iu  case  of  their  failure  or  neglect  so 
to  do  within  a  reasonable    time,   authorizing  .the 
city  of  Boston  to  enter  upon  and  fill  the   estates. 
and  charge  the  expense  thereof  upon  said  owners. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 


THE  WATER  STJI 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  ? 
took  up  the  special  assignment 
o'clock,  being  the  resoive  am 
waters1  of  Sudbury  River  and 
purpose  of  supplying  the  city. 
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The  question' w 

is   on   giving  the  order  a  second 

reading. 

Mr.  Putnam  of 

Ward  15— As  no  one  seems  ready 

to  start  the  diseu 

sion  of  this    question,  1  will    be- 

gin  by  asking  the 

gentlc  man  from  Ward   12   a  few 

ou<  stions  on   the 

interetiig    D-marks  which    he 

made  the  other  e 

-ening  in  slating  his  reasons  for 

the  mino'ity  rep< 

rt.     lie   reat  mi  ate  very  fully 

and  instinctive, \ 

given  i   dei  a,attd  ate  perfectly 

intelligible  to  my 

two  chief  points'h 

er  than  the  Far 

1,-P'  •  -1    si  ncum  |.i.,|,o-ed  by  The 

City  Engineer,  ai 

I  that  ;b.,   v    ,  er  v.  dl  1"   improved 

by  lestingfor  a  t 

mi        : .  ike  COtnituate  and  be- 

coming  aerated. 

to  discuss  now. 

l:io     on   :(„.   if  m    of  cheapness 

I  should  like   a 

fttle    information'.      The    gentle- 

man  from  Word 

12,  at  the  end  of  the  printed  City 

Document  No.  60 

stated  the  two  comparative  esti- 

mates  of  the  cost 

tirst  of  the  Farm  Pond  scheme. 

slimming  iq>    eb\ 

■n  millions;  ami  seeuml  his  own 

plan,  calli  <     ih,. 

dred    and    BCyeht 

i   lollai  • .     There    is  a 

great  dillei.ie  . 

1  1  ..       D      be    two om.-  sis  mil- 

the  other  conduit  in  case  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Farm  Pond  scheme  than  in  adopting  the  minority 
scheme.  I  am  informed  by  the  City  Engineer  that 
he  does  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  rebuilding  the  Cochituate  conduit.  He  says 
ten  thousand  dollars  will  put  that  conduit  in  re- 
pair as  soon  as  he  can  have  a  few  weeks' time. 
He  does  not  know  or  recognize  any  necessity  for 
rebuilding  the  present  Cochituate  conduit.  Will 
the  gentleman  give  me  the  reasons  why  he  should 
add  in  that  large  item  of  two  millions  in  the  En- 
gineer's estimate  and  not  in  his  own? 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— In  regard  to  the  matter 
of  two  millions  additional  for  the  new  conduit 
built  on  the  Cochituate  line,  1  contend  that  it  will 
require  about  five  years  -the  Engineer  admits  that 
it  will  requite  four  or  five  years  to  build  the  con- 
duit proposed  by  the  Water  Board— and  therefore 
we  cannot  get  water  enough  through  the  present 
conduit  to  last  that  time.  It  is  now  running  un- 
der some  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  head  and  in- 
creasing every  day.  Of  course  four  or  five  years 
from  now  we  cannot  get  that  amount  of  water 
from  there.  Then  fore  1  claim  that  another  con- 
duit must  lie  built  on  that  route  in  order  to  sup- 
ply Boston  with  water.  I  did  not  put  that  in  the 
estimate  for  the  Cochituate  route,  because,  of 
course,  we  would  then  have  three.  I  estimated 
one  of  about  the  same  capacity  at  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  intead  of  two  millions  for  the  reason 
that  the  conduit  is  placed  four  feet  higher  than 
the  other,  and  can  be  built  at  least  half  a 
million  dollars  cheaper.  We  do  not  have  to 
go  down  into  the  quicksands  to  escape  till  that, 
dangerous    digging,    and    it    therefore    must   bo 


a  great  saving. 

n  regard    to    the    necessity   of 

building  a  nowcoi 

liii;.]    do   not   claii..  but  that 

Hie  old  one  ean  be 

i>ed.    ( )u  page  105  of  Document 

78,  it  reads  thus:" 

.1'ij  seel  .on  of  the  conduit  that 

Was  ivpaiied  this  s 

■a.-on  was  in   an    unsafe  condi- 

lion,  probably  no: 

nore  so  than  in  many  parts  of 

d  urge  the    necessity  of  a  new 

safe    condition    and  cannot  be 

relied  upon."     Tin 

re  are    other  statements  in  the 

records  where  thej 

have  examined  the   conduit  in 

many  places  and  ft 

id  it  full  of  cracks,  new  cracks 

growing  v.'nr  e.  ;n: 

1  if    that  docs  not  condemn  the 

'present  conduit  I  i 

o  not  know  what  it  means;  The 

matter  ol     S4,7sx,(pi 

0  is   taken  from  the  figures  of 

the  Engineer  of  tin 

price  he  has  estimated  ins  cou- 

duit  to  cost.     1  tun 

ly,  although  1  thin 

*  it  i-  a  lii    le  high  ;    but  J  put  it 

down  at  his  nu  n  rig 

nu.-.     i  think  the  estimate    for 

the  conduit  over  th 

e  Cochituate  line  is  a  very  fair 

on\  eisation  with  manymasons 

who  ai  e  competent 

to  build  chore  works,  and  they 

lone    for  that  monev.    I  oven 

.omtlcman  who   first    built   the 

work    thiou-h    tic 

t   deep   cut   this  side  of    the 

lake,  and  he  claims 

that  the  work  caii   be  done  for 

that  monev,  and  t 

la-iv  i     n  >  dilti. -nits  in  canving 

ightly 

to  the 
9  also 
if  the 

iduits, 
I  give 

mean 


tand    there    is  ; 


necessity  for 
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than  there  is  now,  and  we  have  got  to  put  tip  with 
it. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  think  I  can  find 
where  it  savs  three  or  four  season-  :  I  place  it  at 
five,  and  I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  it  will  ±"..11 
short  of  four.  In  either  case  the  present  conduit 
will  not  supplv  boston  four  years.  I  contend  that 
the  conduit  on  the  Cochituate  line  can  be  built  in 
vone  season ;  therefore  the  present  conduit  will 
last,  if  we  need  no  other  supply  but  that,  while  we 
are  building  on  this  line.  But  if  we  build  itonthe 
other  1]  i  e  v  e  have  got  to  have  a  supply  from  that 
or  some  other  source.  If  we  could  spend  the 
monev  on  the  Mystic  it  would  be  as  well: 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  am  informed  that 
nothing  like  two  millions  is  required  to  put  it  in 
order  at  anytime.  It  can  be  made  perfectly  ad- 
equate to  keep  no  the  supply  for  ten  or  fifteeu 
thousand  dollars,  perhaps  for  a  smaller  amount. 
There  is  no  necessity  tor  putting  in  a  new  conduit, 
when  a  little  repairing  will  enable  .lie  present 
conduit  to  carrv  the  present  amount  for  two  or 
three  years.  Then  the  next  item,  which  is 
rn  independent  question— the  gentleman  puts 
in  an  ;tem  into  the  Farm  Pond  scheme,  ".Conduit 
Lading  from  crossing  of  tributary  of  lake 
$300,000."  By  tuat  I  presume  he  means  a  con- 
duit from  the  Engineers  conduit  to  Lake  Cohcit- 
uate  aloi  g  the  brook.  In  regard  to  that  I  am  in- 
f.-.ruicd  that  this  is  not  a  part  of  the  Engineer's 
scheme:  that  there  is  no  intention  of  such  a  con- 
duit along  that  tributary:  nothing  is  contemplated 
but  a  culvert  or  gate  openingfrointheconeluitinto 
this  brook.  The  water  will  berun  from  this  Sudbury 
conduit  through  the  brook  into  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  for  or  intmt:on  of  hav- 
ing a  conduit  there.  The  Engineer  has  never  made 
ahve  timate  for  that.  Agate  would  have  to  be 
built  tin  re  any  way.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
S3INI.UIU  is  in-eried  there  unnecssarilv. 

Mr.  Warren  of  V.  ard  12— In  Document  No.  29, 
page  37.  speaking  of  the  proposed  conduit,  it  says 
—speaking  of  trials  to  ascertain  the  best  route  for 
a  conduit,  passing  along  f.  om  Farm  1  ond to  South 
Katick, — -it  crosses  two  important  tributaries  to 
Lake  Cochituate,  at  one  of  which  provisions  will 
le  made  for  discharging  the  Sudbury  water  into 
the  lake  at  such  times  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire." Now  that  is  the  proposition  of  the  Engi- 
neer, forvwhen  1  first  proposed  to  build  a  conduit. 
and  [nit  in  an  order  for  that  purpose,  he  had  re- 
ported in  favor  of  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Lake  Cochituate.  I  think  I  can  show  it  in  two 
places.  If  we  need  a  conduit  from  Faim  Pond  to 
Lake  Cochituate.  we  certainly  will  need  one  from 
ikis  crossing  of  die  tributaiy  down  to  the  lake.  I 
take  his  own  argument,  and* I  think  that  was  the 
intention. 

Mr  Putnam  of  Ward  15— The  explanation  of 
that  is  ver\  simple.  Of  course  the  conduit  is  very 
nece-sary  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Co  -hituate,  if 
we  adopt  the  minority  scheme.  But  if  we  are  go- 
ing to  build  a  conduit  from  Farm  Pond  into  Chest- 
nut-H  11  Reservoir,  then  there  is  no  necessity  for 
one  from  Farm  Pond  to  the  lake.  I  understand 
from  the  engineer  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
such  a  conduit,  and  he  never  contemplated  the 
uece-dtvfoi  one  unless  it  be  for  surulu*  water. 
The  bed  of  the  brook  is  all  th.rt  is  necessary, 
and  would  "OSt  nothing  to  build ;  it  would  require 
onlv  a  gate  in  the  engineer's  conduit, 
or  gate. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  says  it 
means  only  turning  off  the  surplus  water.  I  do 
not  think  it  means*  any  such  tning.  It  says  it 
"crosses  two  important  tributaries,  at  one  of 
which  provision  will  be  made  for  discharging  Sud- 
bury River  into  the  lake. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — And  "at  such  times  as 
circumstances  may  require." 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  know  that 
ihere  can  be  anything  plainer  than  that.  If  you 
discharge  the  whole  water  through  the  conduit  at 
this  point,  or  rather,  if  it  is  necessary  to  discharge 
the  water  through  the  conduit  from  Farm  Pond 
to  Lake  Cochituate,  it  will  be  necessary  in  this 
case  to  have  a  conduit  there.  I  take  the  Engineer's 
own  theory,  audit  will  hold  good. 

Sir.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  the 
ground  taker,  by  my  colleague  from  Ward  12,  thev 
are  these  :  He  has  claimed  that  there  is  no  neees'- 
sity  whatever  for  anything  like  a  covered  conduit 
from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate.  He  con- 
tended that  the  present  open  conduit  is  sufficient, 
ami  that  if  the  plank  which  makes  one  part  of  it 
should  be  changed  or  taken  away,  an  open  sluice- 
way would  be  all  that  is  required.  While  my  col- 
league has  contended  that  that   is  sufficient  the 


City  Engineer  has.  on  the  other  hand,  contended 
that  a  covered  conduit  was  necessary  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate,  and  includes  it  in  his 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  water  from  the  lake, 
that  is  to  get  the  -watej  of  the  Sudbury  River 
through  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  and  from 
i^ake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir.  He 
has  always  estimated  the  cost  of  a  covered  con- 
duit at  a  large  expense  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake 
Cochituate.  Therefore,  my  colleague  says  when 
le  nm'M'akH-  to  turn  from  the"  conehiit  liom 
Farm  I  ond  to  Lake  Cochituate  the  waste 
water  oi  Sudbury  Ri\  -:.  he  of  couise  un- 
derstands that  he  is  estimating  for  a  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate;  in  other  words, 
he  takes  the  engineer  at  his  word.  Now  then, 
while  making  hi-  estimate  for  a  conduit  from 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  the  Engineer  does  pro- 
vide for  discharging  Sudbury  River  into  Lake 
Cochituate  at  such  times  as  circumstances  ma v 
require.  If  you  have  to  do  it  at  times  when  the 
Engineer  says  it  i-  necessary,  his  estimates  tnere- 
upon  of  the  cot  of  such  a  cor.dr.it  would  be  of  the 
kind  which  he  has  said  is  n<  i ary  Lf  you  are  go- 
ing to  do  it  on  my  colleague's  plan.  If  "the  gentle- 
man says  the  Gitj  Engineer  says  a  covered  con- 
duit is  not  necessary  at  all.  tint  all  it  needs  is  to 
be  turned  into  an  open  -lab-  cay,  why  of  course 
my  colleague  wo::!-!  say  ;  .  i  -.  and  you 

may:  os:  that  out  of  my  estimate.  If  it  is  essen- 
tial in  one  case  it  is  in  the  other.  My  colleague 
has  alw  i\  ■      -,.,.-    i;.\  -    ,        as-  eirtial, 

u     ondersl  . ineex  to  claim  it 

to    he    essential,    ard     therefore    estimated  it. 

Mi .  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  stnki  s  me  that   be- 
Ens  rsinom      h  Erie  there  should 

be  a  covered  conduit,  it  does  not  follow  that  he 
thinks  there  must  be  one  in  another  totally  different 
scheme.  Slothing  could  he  more  unfair  and  unjust. 
The  engineer  s  ays  that  a  covered  conduit  would  be 
neces-ary  from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  if 
we  are  going  to  turn  the  whole  water  of  Sudbury 
River  into  the  lake,  and  have  no  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond  to  the  Chesnut-hill  Reservoir  direct. 
In  that  case  the  water  would  run  through  the 
channel  year  in  and  year  out,  every  hour  of  the 
day  and  'night,  and  for  such  w  ear  of  'i  pursi  a  cov- 
ered conduit  would  be  nece>;arv.  rSut  in  this  ca.-e 
he  has  not  pro-,  id.  1  fo;  icy  -u'eh  cottii.g.-iicv  as 
that.  He  has  provided  for  a  large  conduit  from 
Faim  Pond  to  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  and  has 
thrown  this  thing  in  casually.  If  at  anytime  expe- 
diency calls  for  it,  he  can  throw  the  water  from  the 
gate  of  the  conduit  into  this  brook  and  darry 
down.  It  is  merely  a  temporary  thing,  f  >.  >  , ■:•'-.  i in 
times  when  itmaybe  required  to  run  fcl 
through  there,— merely  a  sort  of  drain  fo;  any  ex- 
tra water  that  may  be  "necessary  to  be  carried  oil'. 
It  is  no  inconsistency  of  the  Engineer,  a-  I  under- 
stand it.  It  may  be  once  a  year,  it  may  be  twice, 
and  tht  re  is  no  necessity  for 'an  estimate  for  such 
a  conduit,  when  the  Engineer  never  intended  it. 
To  put  in  6300,000  there  teems  to  be  adding  figures 
on  rather  loosely. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
desultory'  conversation  is  entirely  out  of  place.    If 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highland*  h.s  anvthing 
to  object  to  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wan  1 12,  why  does  he  not  take  them  up  and  answer 
them?  This  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  triricd 
with  in  this  way.    Why  not  take  up  this  subject, 
and  answer  Mr.  Warren  logically  and  properly. 
Then  begin  with  the  gentleman  from  Waid  9,  who 
asks  that  the  Charles'Rivcr  matter  miy  be  scien- 
tifically investigated,  and  not  pi-"c  <      a     a     :.,■-, 
way  upon  thi-  great  question   of   expend-': 
ten  to  fifteen  million-   of   doll,:-.     It 
tional  war  is  undignified,  and  d-     •:    ■       ;,altothe 
judgment  of  members  present.    I  am  ready  at  :1c 
proner  time'to  give  my  views  upon  the 
if  the  c'tyof  Boston  can  he  supplied  at  a  cost  of 
five  millions,  I   am  not  willing  to  vote  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  ten   or  twelve  or  fifteen  millions.     I 
think  we  can    jjetan    abundant    supply  from  the 
sources  we  now    have    at   our   hands,  and  [state 
that  from  reliable   information.    It  may     - 
two  or   three    millions,  but    that'  :- 
lions,  the   lw  :of  the  Sudbury  schem- 
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self  certainly,  that  the  expense  of  §300,000  is  not 
contemplated. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— An  open  or  closed  con- 
duit in  both  cases  would  he  light  for  the  puri  ose 
of  estimating,  but  those  who  remained  to  take  a 
complete  view  of  the  route  for  the  transit  of  water 
from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate  found  that 
an  open  conduit  would  run  into  Beaver  Brook,  so 
called,  and  thence  run  in  that  brook  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  or  more  miles  into  the  lake.  It  was 
found  on  inspection  that  that  open  brook  or  con- 
duit carried  water  perfectly  clear,  without 
adding  any  sediment  on  its  way;  and  thus 
it  was  claimed,  and  by  inspection  was  proved, 
that  the  open  conduit  was  sufficient.  And  when 
he  took  us  down  to  those  other  places  to  show  the 
water  running  through  in  great  volume,  it  certain- 
ly was  conviin  lug  to  all  pre.-ent  that  an  open  con- 
duit was  amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose.  But 
yet,  when  my  colleage  asks  for  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  he  insists  upon  estimating  for  a  covered  con- 
duit from  Farm  Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate.  That 
was  the  matter  in  dispute  between  my  colleague 
and  the  City  Engineer. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— We  are  practically 
agreed  that  there  is  no  necessi  ty  f<  >r  a  conduitf  rom 
the  proposed  Sudbury  conduit  to  the  lake ;  so  I  do 
not  caie  to  make  any  question  as  to  the  Engineer's 
correctness.  It  merely  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman's statement  put  words  into  the  Engineer's 
mouth  that  he  never  used,  and  that  this  stiiKes 
out  §300,000  from  the  estimate.  The  next 
item  I  would  like  a  little  light  upon  is 
this:  "Probable  chaive  from  siphon*  to  conduits 
on  arches.  $500,000."  'it  is  noticed  that  the  first 
item  was  $316,000  "for  the  use  of  three  siphons, 
only  one  of  which  is  included  in  the  Watei  board 
estimate."  Now  I  do  not  understand  why  in  some 
Dart  of  the  Engineer's  estimate  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  should  add  in  not  only  $310,000  for 
siphons,  but  also  $500,000  for  the  arc  lies,  winch  are 
of  course  alterations.  Why  they  should  both  be 
added  I  do  not  see. 

Mi-.  Warren  of  Ward  12— On  page  79,  of  Docu- 
ment 29,  Mr.  E.  S.  Cheesebrough  gives  the  opin- 
ion, although  a  little  indefinitely,  "Even  in  these 
(cases)  such  as  the  crossing  of  Charles  River, 
either  by  continuing  the  aqueduct  at  grade,  or 
using  siphon  pipes  co  save  expen.-e.  oi  ;,  -light 
change  of  line  hi  other  places,  1  am  not  prepared 
I o  say  what  should  be  done.  I  am  not  pi.  i  ared  bo 
say  what  should  be  done,  but  would  iceouiniend 
further  consideration."  I  have  had  some  conver- 
sation with  the  Engineer  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. I  find  that  lie  was  not  fully  decided 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  use  siphons.  The 
question  is  entirely  open.  I  contend  that  if  we 
a&qpl  his  plan  of  one  conduit  with  those  high 
arches  il  will  cost  $500,000  above  the  other  figures, 
f  hat  is  my  judgment  and  others  have  expressed 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— The  gentleman  has  not 
answered  the  main  question  wlii,  b  1  put.  A  .-mm 
for  a  moment  that  it  will  cost  $500,000  more,  why 
is  it  added  in  as  a  part  of  the  .  m.hury-Uiver 
scheme?  I  under  land  thai  I he  .-,500,000  is  over 
and  above  the  Engineer's  estimate  on  one  line 
of  48-inch  pipes  oidy,  as  stated  in  Document  29, 

paue  ■10,  .iii.l  '.■■■  It  ,  In  ■•  i.l'  i.i-il.  -In. i  I  1  j.n;  that 
in,  and  also  the  ■-:  116,000  for  the  two  addit.onul 
siphons,  is  not  (dear  to  me. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  intended  to  he  under- 
stood that  I  think  it  will  cost  $500,000  over  and 
above  the  expense  of  the  present,  siphons. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  think  it  will  show 
that  the  t.-Giin. mm  oyer  and  above  is  an  immense 
estimate.  If  the  Engineer  has  given  thai  estimate 
he  is  talking  dilterontfy  at  one  time  from  anoiher. 
He  estimates  the  cost  of  the  arches  to  be  $200,000 
over  and  above  the  cost  of  one  line  of  pip  -.am! 
not  $500,000  above  the  cost  of  three  lines  ot  Edges 
as  the  gentleman  would  have  us  In  lieve.  In  fix- 
ing upon  this  sum  he  takes  into  account  what  will 
be  gained  by  having  arch's,  vi/...  that  tin-  conduit 
bet  ween  Charles  Hi  vera  nil  Chesiiui  -IM1  R.v  ciwoir 
would  not  have  to  be  so  low  by  a  foot,  go  it  seems 
that,  SOOO.OOO  is  too'hirge  a,n  estimate  by  §300,000, 
at  the  very  least.  1  liiink  those  figures  will  com- 
mend themselves  '■>  tie  gentle i  s  mind. 

Mr-  do,  I  .■,  ,,f  ■:,  a  ,1  0-  I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  the  gentleman  from  ward  12,  in  his  esti- 
mate of  the  eost  of  the  old  route  ami  thcoo.-tof 
the  conduit,  allows  lor  .allying  i;  ado--,  I  he  \al- 
l,.,.  nil  I,.,. I       i  .i   an     ii   In      '.alloy  that  may 

be  neces  ar.j    o  ci o      on    arch  ■  .  and    u  so    chat. 

proportion  ot  the  .•  I  .aiili.niin  he  allm.  -    lor  I  hat'." 

Mr.  Warren  or  Ward  12-Thc  .-■1.5(iii,(inii   n.cl , 

the  filling  in  over  ('hall's  River  to  I  lie  level  of  the 


bridge.  <  if  course  going  through  this  route  it  is 
already  filled  in  very  much  at  that  point  and 
much  of  the  work  is  done.  I  suppose  that  two  or 
three  hundred  thou?  and  dollais  would  complete 
the  work.  But  on  the  other  route  you  have  got  a 
large  number  of  hollows  to  fill  up  and  make 
straight  and  regular,  and  of  course  the  amount 
would  be  probably  thre 
present  Cochituate  route. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— Is  there  not  more  than 
one  place  where  syphons  are  used  on  the  present 
route  ? 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  know,  but 
there  is  a  slight  structure  at  Itosemaiy  Brook.  I 
am  not  particularly  acquainted  with  that  locality, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  small  matter.  It  do 
not  think  it  is  very  deep;  and  it  will  not  require 
much  filling. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— As  near  as  I  can  under- 
stand the  gentleman,  he  claims  that  the  arches  on 
the" Engineer's  route  will  cost  somewhere  near  a 
million  dollars,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  could  be  so  very  great  as 
between  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  and  a 
million. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  was  going  to  a,  k  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  question,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  fi  has  done  so,  and  that 
brings  us  to  the  $1.0110,000  that  he  estimates  as  the 
cost  of  the  conduit  by  the  old  route.  On  what 
basis  can  he  estimate  it  so  low?  In  his  renin:  ks 
the  other  evening  he  alluded  to  the  cost,  of  the 
Cochituate  conduit  as  $soo,ooo.  That  was  thirty 
years  ago,  and  the  conduit  was  much  small- 
er than  the  one  he  proposes ;  the  latter  is  much 
more  solid  and  has  double  the  amount  of 
masonry  in  it,  and  matt  rial  will  cost  two  or  three 
times  as  much  as  in  1845  or  1850,  and  labor  costs 
two  or  thiee  times  as  much  now  as  then.  How  is 
it,  with  all  the-e  additional  circumstances,  and  it 
is  to  be  car.  ied  across  Charles  River  on  In  idges.he 
can  do  all  that  for  less  than  twice  the  amount  of 
the  original  cost,  and  include  in  that  the  tunnels 
and  culvers,  which  111  the  oiiginnl  conduit  est 
$225,000,  besides  i  1ml  ssnn.aao,  which  made  it  over 
a  million,  I  should  like  to  know? 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  present  conduit 
cost  a  little  over  $800,000.  If  it  had  been  built  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  me  to  build  this  one,  I  think 
it  could  have  been  done  for  the  amount  I  name,  or 
less.  The  old  conduit  was  excavated  through  the 
cuts,  and  before  it  was  completed  they  had  to 
nearly  double  the  price  on  account  or  the  low  dig- 
ging and  difficulty  of  working  around  the  lake. 
Thev  finally  got.  tin  ough  with  it  at  the  large  ex- 
pense, so  considered  at  that,  time,  of  $800,008.  But 
by  putting  the  conduit  four  feet  hinder  von  can 
clear  all  that  diflieulty  of  quicivsands,  hard  rocks 
and  everything  of  tile  kind.  I  have  mmerseil 
with  a  great  many  competent  men  is  hoar-  well 
acquainted  with  that,  kind  of  work  and  thev  agr  'C 
with  me.  I  think  I  would  be  willing  to  take  the 
contract,  and  I  know  1  could  find  a  contractor 
who  would  take  hold  of  it  with  me   for  that  price. 

Mr.  Flalley  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  entertain  somewhat 
different  views  of  the  course  that  the  city  ought  to 
adopt  in  this  emergency,  and  desire  that  every 
view  should  be  freely  considered  by  the  Coun- 
cil, because  whatever' opinions  I  may  entertain, 
and  however  well  I  may  maintain  them,  it  is  all 
any  member  can  ask  that  the  Council  shall,  after 
discussion,  pass  upon  the  sul  jeetfor  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  The  project  nm\  before  us  is  an 
order  in  City  Document  No.  IT,  uhch  pre,  o  is;  to 
commit  the 'city  to  the  taking  of  Sudbury  River  and 
turning  the  waters  into  Farm  loud,  the  building 
of  such  reservoirs  and  the  raking  ot  such  other 
mean- a-  111. is  be  necesBtoy  for  the  puipo-oof 
bringina  ;  in-m  io  I  he  ci!  v  ;  a'ml  t  be  pa!  BBgfc  of  this 


This  is  almost  wlmlh  a  question  oi  ccononiv;  0 
financial  question.  There  is  wafer  enough;  the 
eitv  is  surrounded  by  ponds,  rivers  and  water- 
sheds.   The  lay  of  the  bind  is   admirably  adapted 


M  A  Y 


21. 


18  7  4. 


295 


for  the  securing  and  storage  of  water.  There  is 
no  danger  of  the  face  of  nature  being  so  changed 
as  to  deprive  it  of  this  facility.  If  it  were,  it 
would  be  as  likely  to  disarrange  the  schemes  of 
the  engineers  and  their  selections  as  any  other 
schemes,  or  any  other  selections.  Therefore,  we 
should  avoid  haste  in  coming  to  a  conclusion. 
We  should  above  all  things  avoid  being  driven. to 
a  choice  by  any  cries  "of  alarm.  We  must 
resist  being  driven  to  a  decision  by  any  water 
panic.  The  question  is  too  momentous  to  be 
hurriedly  dealt  with.  The  growth  of  the  city- 
has  been  such  as  at  last  to  compel  large  ex- 
pending e?  in  widening  and  extending  streets. 
The  debt  of  the  city  is  necessarily  rapii.lv  inerea-- 
ing  by  expenditures  that  cannot  be  avoided.  We 
must" therefore  husband  our  resources,  and  ex- 
pend our  money  so  as  to  do  the  most  gcod  with  it. 
I  do  not  urge  parsimony,  but  a  .-judicious  husband- 
ing of  our  lesources.  Boston  is  said  to  be  a  dear 
city  to  live  in.  The  dearness  of  living  adds  to  the 
cost  of  its  productions,  because  :he  people  must 
live,  upon  the  wages  of  their  labor.  If  our  manu- 
factorie-  are  to  compete  with  others  we  must  per- 
mit our  artisans  and  mechanics  to  live  as  cheaply 
as  they  can  in  other  cities.  And  as  to  our  rich 
men  we  should  not  subject  them  to  the  temp- 
tation to  run  away  from  the  city  where 
their  fortunes  were  accumulated  to  escape 
taxation,  unmanly  chough  such  conduct  maybe. 
The  great  evil  of  our  city  legislation — whether 
due  to  our  meeting  once  a  week,  and  then  in  the 
evening,  or  not,  I  do  not  know — but  somehow  the 
g teat  evil  in  our  city  legislation  is  the  haste  with 
wdiich  we  adopt  courses  marked  out  for  us  by 
others.  We  fail  to  investigate  (luring  the  week; 
we  cannot  investigate  during  our  sessions,  and 
consequently  adopt  the  conclusions  of  others. 
This  is  a  failure  and  neglect  of  duty.  I  want  to 
see  this  matter  duly  consideied  before  it  is 
pa  sed  upon,  i  he  claim  that  we  should  adopt 
the  Sudbury  scheme  because  we  are  in  im- 
mediaie  want  of  water  "wont  hold  water." 
It  wont  hold  water  because  it  is  the  method  re- 
quiring the  longest  time.  If  we  are  in  immediate 
want,  take  it  from  the  Mystic,  because  at  the 
longest  you  can  get  it  from  that  source  in  two 
years ;  and  it  will  take  four  to  get  it  from  the  Sud- 
bury;  or  take  it  in  preference  from  the  wharles, 
because  you  can  get  itfiom  that  source  in  oi.e 
season.  "Or  if  you  are  in  immediate  want,  take  it 
from  Lake  Cochituate  by  the  minority  plan  of  Mr. 
Wancn,  which  will  take  but  one  year. 

"therefore,  when  the  cla  in  of  immediate  want  is 
urged.,  that  claim  is  a  good  reason  for  rejecting 
the  Sudl  ury  -clieme  altogether. 

Again,  the  claim  is  that  the  present  conduit  is  in 
immediate  danger.  In  City  Document  131,  p.  5. 
of  the  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  I 
hud  this :  "To  operate  the  Cochituate  works  with 
safety,  an  additional  supply  of  3,000,030  daily  'S 
required  at  once."  And  yet  They  advise  us  to  wait 
four  years  for  safety.  On  p.  28,  Messrs.  Kirkwood 
and  Francis  say,  ''Third— The  Cochituate  Con- 
duit. This  conduit  is  overtaxed  now,  ard  shows 
in  many  places  signs  of  weakness  and  yield- 
ing, the  most  dangerous  of  which  should,  we 
think,  be  repaired,  and  made  safe  next  spring." 
'lhis  is  dated  December  11,  1873.  They  further 
say,  "Tlie  conduit  cannot  be  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  repaired  until  an  independent  sup- 
ply of  water  is  available  for  the  city  from  other 
sources,  sufficient  to  admit  of  the  Cochituate  con- 
duit being  relieved  from  duty  some  months.  Un- 
til such  an  opportunity  can  be  had,  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  should  not,'in  its  present  condition,  be 
relied  upon  to  convey  more  than  17,000,000  gallons 
in  one  day."  Yet  if  we  can  rely  upon  the  informa- 
tion given  us  at  all,  we  shall  want  more  than  that 
amount  every  day  during  the  four  years  of  waiting 
for  the  Sudbury  conduit.  Suppose  this  informa- 
tion reliable — and  it  is  from  men  of  the  highest 
skill  In  their  profession— and  if  it  is  not  reliable 
we  have  nothing  trustworthy — we  cannot  escape 
looking  to  other  sources  before  the  Sudbury 
conduit  is  completed.  The  Sudbury  con- 
duit will  not  meet  the  present  emergency; 
we  must  look  elsewhere.  The  adoption  of  the 
Sudbury  scheme  is  full  <>f  danger,  for  it  will  deter 
us  from"  the  adoption  of  either  of  the  others,  and 
leave  us  in  constant  danger  and  peril— a  danger 
and  peril  we  cannot  justify  ourselves  m  subject- 
ing the  city  to.  And  here  let  me  remark  that 
those  eminent  engineers  have  not  been  called 
upon  to  point  out  the  best  course  for  the  city  to 
pursue  in  the  emergency,  but  to  answer  certain 
questions — 1,  The  quality  of  the  Mystic  water;  2, 
The  cost  of  the  supply" therefrom;"  3,  Ihe  condi- 


tion of  the  Cochituate  conduit;  4,  The  changes 
necessary  tc  prevent  waste.  Their  estimates  of 
time  and"  expense  include  the  time  and  expense 
required  to  build  the  reservoirs. 

There  is  an  engineer  who,  when  called  upon, 
"went  in  company  with  Mr.  Davis,  your  Engineer, 
carefully  over  his  report  relative  to  the  future 
supply  6f  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  visit- 
ed the  important  points  on"  the  line  of  i,he  aque- 
duct he  recommends." 

With  the  view  he  made  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  choice  lay  between  the  Sudbury  and 
Charles. 

Now  when  we  consider  that  he  was  called  to 
consult  with  and  pa's  upon  the  line  of  conduit 
recommended  by  the  City  Engineer,  and  that  he 
would  gladly,  if  "he  could,  give  it  unqualified  sup- 
port, and  when  we  consider  that  he  was  the 
engineer  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  and 
superintended  their  construction,  and  that  his  life 
has  since  been  spent  in  the  construction  and  su- 
perintendence of  the  water  works  of  the  city  of 
Chicago,  any  hesitancy  he  might  have  in  recom- 
mending the  Sudbury  works,  and  any  cautions 
he  might,  give  us,  are  entitled  to  great  weight. 
See  City  Document  -Jo.  1873,  pages  79  and  80. 

Markhis  determination  not  to  commit  himself 
to  the  Sudbury  scheme.  With  reference  to  some 
things  he  says,  "I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what 
should  be  done,  but  recommend  further  consider- 
ation." Again  he  says,  "Kere,  I  would  say,  there 
had  not  1  ecu  time  enough  to  work  out  thoroughly 
all  the  details  of  the  scheme,  in  addition  to  so  ex- 
tensive an  ii.vesigation  of  the  e  cential  facts  con- 
nected with  the  o;her  drainage  areas." 

Again— "The  Charles-River  scheme  has  not  hern 
ela'.  orated  in  detail,  but  enough  is  positively 
known  to  pro\e  that  it  (ould  be  made  to  furnish 
even  more  water  than  the  Sudbury  River,  and  at  a 
considerably  less  rir.-t  cost." 

Again—"!  have  from  personal  knowledge  no 
means  of  dei  idmg  this  question  to  my  own  satis- 
faction, but  if  the  weight  of  testimony  shows  that 
the  water  of  Charles  lliver  is  decidedly  inferior 
in  quality  to  that  of  Sudbury  River,  then  you 
would  be  fully  justified  in  adopting  the  more 
costly  scheme." 

I  think  no  one  will  pretend  that  this  is  ardent 
praise  of  a  scheme  he  was  called  unon  to  consult 
with  our  Engineer  about;  and  it  should  be  a  note 
of  warning  to  us  all  to  exercise  like  caution. 

In  passing,  however,  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  present  condition  of  the  conduit  by 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  Ke  says  the 
repairs  needed  are  tri ding  and  can  \>e  made  for 
s  lo.ooo.  and  when  that  is  'done  the  conduit  will  be 
able  to  render  very  much  more  water  than  it  has 
in  times  past.  Now,  then,  there  are  some  discrep- 
ancies in  tegard  to  this  conduit,  and  to  them  I  wish 
to  call  attention. 

Mr.  I'utnam  of  AY  ard  15 — Will  the  gentl  man 
allow  me  to  make  a  slight-  correction  ?  I  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  when  the  repairs  on  the  old  Co- 
chituate conduit  are  made  it  would  carry  a  greater 
amount  of  water;  I  meani  to  say  it  would  carry 
the  present  amount  safely. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  present  conduit  is  no 
doubt  able  to  carry  a  large  amount  safely— more 
than  it  has  ever  yet  been  called  upon  to  carry.  It 
has  carried  at  "one  time  iM.Oiin.uiin  gallons  a  day. 
and  it  has  been  claimed  that  at  present  17,000,oiin 
gallons  is  all  it  is  safe  to  be  permitted  to  carry. 
But  I  was  going  to  call  attention  to  some  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  conduit.  In  City  Document  103, 
of  1873,  page  11,  the  Water  Board  say  the  con- 
duit was  examined  October  12  and  13  "and  was 
found  to  be  in  general  good  repair."  On  page  24, 
the  Engineer,  :  peaking  of  the  same  examination, 
says,  "ft  was  found  to  be  in  a  better  condition 
than  had  been  anticipated,  but  a  number  of  new 
cracks  were  discovered  and  many  of  the  old  ones 
-  -widened."  On  page  93,  Mr.  Stanwood,  super- 
intendent of  the  eastern  division,  sneaking  of 
the  same  examination,  says,  "No  new  cracks  were 
discovered  and  no  apparent  change  in  the  old 
ones.  Measurements  weie  taken  by  the  City 
Engineer,  to  see  if  the  conduit  had  settled,  so 
as  to  change  its  shape  to  any  extent.  It  was 
found  to  be  in  a  vert/  good  condition." 
I  do  not  understand  that  Messrs.  Kirkwood  and 
Francis  examined  the  conduit,  but  rely  upon  these 
reports.  However,  1  pay  no  regard  to  Uiese  dis- 
crepancies, but  admit  that  the  safest  course  is  to 
admit  that  the  present,  conduit  should  not  oe taxed 
more  than  17.0uo.ooo  daily,  and  that  we  should  seek 
immediate  relief. 

The  question  is,  What  is  the  best  course  for 
the  city  to  pursue   iu    the  present   emergency? 
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That  question  is  to  be  decided  by  ! lie  City  Council 
on  the  evidence.  This  is  the  tribunal  to  decide 
the  great  question.  It  is  for  us  to  weigh  the  evi- 
dence. The  immediate  que-iinn  is,  Shall  we  adopt 
the  Sudbury  schema?  The  Cochituate  Water- 
Board  and  these  eminent  gentlemen  all  admit 
that  the  Sudbury  scheme  will  not  meet  the 
present  emergency.  What  may  be  ultimately 
the  best  scheme,  there  is  time  enough 
to  consider.  What  ought  we  to.  do  now? 
The  board  admit  (page  5)  that  the  Mystic  will 
supply  us  four  or  five  years  more.  On  page  16 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis  say.  speaking  of  the 
Mystic,." By  this  means  there  might  be  applied  in 
1876  seven  or  eight  millions  of  gallons  towards  the 
supply  of  the  city  proper,  and  seven  millions  at 
least  of  thi-  amount  could  be  continued  to  1880"; 
also,  "after  1882  the  amount  might  brain  to  be  en- 
croached upon  by  the  requirements  of  the  district 
now  using  this  water."  This  is  the  statement  of 
the  most  careful  of  men-^of  men  who  reduce  the 
collectable  drainage  to  the  lowest  known  amount 
and  then  take  off  something  for  greater  certainty. 

Again  the  l.oard— and  wherever  I  use  the  word 
board  it  means  the  Cochituate  WatoT  Board — says 
(page  5,  Doe.  134)  that  in  1873  they  were  compelled 
to  pass  twenty  million  gallons'  daily  through  a 
conduit  that  is  only  safe  at  seventeen  million. 
Can  they  expect  us  to  permit  them  to  be  four 
years  in  doing  what  they  say  and  prove  must  be 
done  at  once? 

Xow.  what  are  out  necessities ?  In  1*72  our 
daily  consumption  was  1.".iii;:;.40o  gallons,  in  1873 it 
was  17,896,000.  This  last  extraordinary  amount 
was  "dtie  partly  to  the  reckless  use  of  hand  hose, 
leakage  in  the  burnt  district,  and  an  increased 
head  in  portions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the 
increased  number  of  watertakers." 

It  will  be  observed  that  as  far  as  figures  are  con- 
cerned I  quote  from  the  engine!  re  and  the  board; 
The  true  course  is  for  the  engineers  to>gi\  e  ai  thi 
benefit  of  their  special  skill,  as  evidence  1.-,  which 
we  may  decide.  It  is  no  part  of  their  province  to 
decide  this  great  question  ;  that  is  our  duty;  theirs 
to  give  us  the  evidence  and  criteria  by  which  to 
decide.  I  shall  have  more  to  say  upon  the  weight 
to  be  given  to  this  testimony  hereafter.  The 
question  is,  What  ought  wo  to  do  now?  1  think  I 
have  shown  already  that  the  Sudbnrs  scheme  will 

not  answer  our  present)  wants  a n|  and 

that  the  Mystic  scheme,  as  defSCi  bed  bj  "  ■■- 
Kirkwoo.l  aud  Francis,  is  the  liei  .•;■  one',  because 
it  \\  ill  take  care  of  us  till  "82,  and  the  outlay  will 

It  will  also  lie  noticed  that  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Km  t  >> .  n  I  . 1 1 1 1 1  liancis  was  made  upon  a  lower  es- 
timate oi  the  Mystic  watershed  than  has  sulci 
been  found  to  be  the  true  one.  Xm  i  suppose  it 
would  be  wise  in  any  eveut  to  nn  hi  I 
and  Cochituate  water  systems,  i  , ..  tern  e  ■.. ml  I 
so  direct.  Then  in  the  event  of  any  accident  to 
either  we  might  be  supplied  from  the  other.  If 
that  is  so.  then  this  expenditure  of  one  and  a.  half 
millions  should  be  made  forthwith  without  regard 
toQurpresentaoeeesBitieSwand  thus  we 
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the  whole  temporary  supply  may  conic  from  either 
source.  Would  such  a  connection  be  desirable,  at 
such  a  cost, as  a  measure  of  safety  to  a  great  city? 
I  think  the  ansver  must  be  in  the'  affirmative.  If 
so,  complete  and  unite  the  Mystic  with  the  Co- 
chituate now,  as  a  measure  'of  safety,  and  we 
have  water  enough  till  1S82  without  any  cost  ex- 
cept that  of  pumping.  We  certainly  need  not  be 
In  a  hurry  to  expend  ."S.oOO.onn  on  the  Sudbury 
scheme. 

The  ninth  annual  report  of  the  My.  tic  Water 
Board  shows  the  average  yield  per  day  of  that 
lake  to  be,  for  seven  mo, all-  of  l.e  w-.r.. -18,798,410. 
of  which  29,221,834  ran  to  waste  daily.  Now  if  the 
water  board's  make  this  connection'  between  the 
two  systems  complete,  and  erect  engines  enough 
during  the  present,  season  to  do  the  requisite 
pumping,  how  easy  to  supply  the  city  for  seven 
months  of  the  year  from  the  Mystic  alone,  and 
still  letmillions  of  gallons  run  to  waste.  Let  the  Co- 
chituate conduit  be  repaired  during  these  months, 
so  as  to  be  strong,  and  it  will  yield  20,1100,001)  daily. 
!  Hiring  'he  .  one  ■  ;>,•  -npply  come  s  from  the  Mystic 
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adopted.  All  the  grading  is  already  substantially 
done.  Tlie  tunnels  are  already  built.  There  will 
be  no  new  damage.;  by  the  drying  of  wells  or  the 
severance  or  estates;  and  a  conduit  already  exists 
for  the  draining  of  the  land  to  be  worked  in.  It 
seems  to  me  that  ill'.  Warren  is  clearly  right  in 
lvis  conclusion  that  if  a  newconduit  is  to  be  built, 
it  should  be  near  to  the  present  one,  or  what 
would  be  perhaps  better  still,  cut  oft' the  water 
at  the  lake,  let  the  conduit  dry  the  ground  as  you 
build  from  the  base  down,  in  sections  as  you  'go, 
and  thus  rebuild  the  present  conduit  of  a  size  suf- 
ficient for  all  purposes;  casing  up  the  breaks 
and  letting  the  water  refill  the  reservoirs  when- 
ever the  supply  falls  short. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  field,  I  reassert  what 
was  a-serted  at  the  annexation  of  Cliai'les-town  to 
Boston,  that  the  annexation  has  freed  us  from  all 
our  difficulties  and  perplexities  about  our  water- 
supply.  1  assert  this  upon  the  testimony,  the 
careful  testimony  of  the  engineers,  presented  to 
us  by  the  "Water  Board.  The  Mystic  supply  there 
is  enough  for  years.  It  will  enable  the  present 
conduit  to  be  repaired.  It  will  enable  another  to 
be  built  alongside  of  it  at  a  small  expense,  should 
that  prove  necessary  or  desirable. 

There  is  another  reason  for  the  adoption  of  a 
course  which  will  pave  the  way  to  and  re- 
move all  obstructions  from  the  building  of  the 
new  conduit  alongside  the  present  one.  The  en- 
gineers state  that  the  pa  sing  of  the  Sudl.urv 
water  through  the  lake  cured  it  of  all  its  objec- 
tionable qualities,  which  benefit  can  only  be  had 
by  Mr.  "Warren's  plan.  I  again  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  I  have  taken  only  the  estimates  and  fig- 
uies  given  by  the  "Water"  Board  and  their  engi- 
neers, and  they  do  io."  justify  the  Davis  scheme. 
While  giving  these  gentlemen  credit  for  all  the 
skill  and  ability  that  thev  are  so  justly  entitled  to. 
we  must  not  ignore  information  obtained  from 
other  source-.  James  R.  Baldwin,  formerly 
engineer  of  the  Mystic  works,  writes  from 
Borne  to  Mr.  James  "Dana  that  the  Mystic 
should  be  credited  with  24,000,000  instead  of 
18,000,000— a  third  more  than  1  have  so  far  as- 
sumed. If  he  is  correct,— and  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  (he  basin,  and  jr.-iiiie  -  Ins  conclusion  by  tiie 
comparison  of  the  watershed  with  that  of'  the 
Cochituate  —  the  .Mystic  could  spare  to  the  city 
fourteen  instead  of  eight  million  gallon-  daily, 
which  would,  in  addition  to  what  we  alieady  have, 
last  till  nearly  1890.  Mr.  Baldwin  also  suggests 
the  making  of  one  dam  at  the  lower  Mystic,  in- 
stead of  many  up-country  dams,  on  the  grounds  of 
economy  and  si  curity.  and  as  giving  2-j.ul9.o00 
cubic  feet  more  than  the  seven  up-country  reser- 
voirs. 

I  also  find,  that  Mr.  George  K.  Marble,  who 
seems  to  have  given  much  intelligent  study  to  the 
subject,  in  an  address  bef'-re  the  Citizens'  Trade 
Association  of  East  Boston,  speaks  ot  legislative 
authority  to  raise  Horn  Pond,  and  he  shows  that 
with  such  raising,  and  the  raising  of  the  two  Mys- 
tic ponds,  the  storage  would  be  equal  to  the  avail- 
able rainfall  of  tne  basin. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think 
we  may  safely  assume  that  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  i>a-ms" or  watersheds  will  supply  the  city 
liberally  with  water  for  ten  years  to  come;  and 
that  without  any  special  coat, 'as  everything  sug- 
gested ought  to  be  done  for  reasons  apart  from 
our  present  and  pressing  needs.  Has  not  enough 
been  said  to  show  that  there  is  no  necessi- 
ty for  immediately  incurring  a  debt  equal 
to  twice  the  cost  of  widening  the  streets  in  the 
burnt  district,  enormous  as  that  cost  has  been. 
What  will  the  Sudbury  scheme  cost?  The  esti- 
mates are  enormous  for  its  sixteen  miles  of  con- 
duit, with  its  long  tunnels  and  siphons.  But  what 
of  tlie  hidden  engineering  difficulties?  Of  these 
we  have  no  means  of  judging  except  by  the  past; 
and  judging  b\  the  past,  what  lesson  does  it  teach'.' 
Ihe  Cochituate  cost  millions  more  than  the  esti- 
mates. The  same  is  true  of  the  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir.  We  can  have  no  better  test  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  of  rival  schemes  than  the  les- 
son taught  by  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate. 

Boston  deliberately  chose  the  Cochituate,  and 
the  result  is  a  debt  oi'  ten  millions.  Boston  delib- 
erately abandoned  the  Mystic  with  Snot  Pond  and 
its  two  and  a  half  million's  of  gallons.  Charlestown 
took  the  rejected  stone,  and  it  is  now  the  chief 
stone  of  the  corner.  It  paid  from  the  outset :  its 
revenues  exceeding  the  expense  of  maintenance. 
It  is  f,or  this  body" to  determine  whether  we  shall 
again  commit  the  same    blunder— for  it  was  noth- 


ing else.  If  we  had  adopted  the  Mystic 
scheme  we  should  have  had  more  water 
than  the  Cochituate  yields.,  and  be  free 
from  the  burden  of  a  ten-million  debt. 
The  Mystic  works  cost  si. 460,000;  the  cost  per 
million  of  gallons  is  §1U,  all  told,  for  each  of  the 
eight  millions  delivered.  The  new  improvements 
will  cost  about  the  same  sum  (Sl,-lfln.ooo),  and  wiB 
more  than  double  the  quantity.  Of  course,  the 
cost  would  be  the  same  (819)  per  million  gallons. 
Yet  the  estimate  of  the  cost  given  by  the  commit- 
tee (page  7,  City  Doc.  So.  38)  is  $40  per  million. 

I  have  thus  far  based  my  argument  in 
favor  of  the  Mystic  upon  the  figures  given 
us  by  the  City  Engineer  and  the  consulting 
engineers,  o;  Ty  alluding  to  other  evidence  in 
passing.  I  shall  not,  hereafter,  give  their 
figures  the  same  credit  I  have  done  thus  far. 
Don't  let  me  be  understood  to  detract  in  the 
slightest  from  the  carefulness  and  conservatism 
and  conscientious  endeavor  which  appear  in 
the  labors  of  the  City  Engineer.  What  I  desire 
to  impress  upon  the  "mind "  is  this  fact,  that  when 
we  compare  schemes  upon  the  ground,  the  mag- 
nitude of  which  we  can  see  with  our  eyes,  and 
therefore  compare,  or  the  general  magnitude  of 
which  we  can  fully  understand,  we  cannot  help 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  which  engineers  cannot, 
without  clear  and  distinct  reasons,  overthrow; 
and  I  claim  that  such  conclusions  are  much  more 
likely  to  be  right  than  those  of  an  engineer 
whose  mind  has  been  engrossed  in  the  de- 
tails of  a  favorite  plan.  So  it  is  with  the 
engineer  many  time-;  lie  is  deceived  by  the  mass 
of  detail- whiV-h  encumber  him,  while  a  body  of 
men,  if  thev  will  oulv  discuss  and  examine  the 
subject  sufficiently,  wiB  be  more  sure  to  take  the 
true  view  of  the  case. 

Engineers  instinctively  tend  to  their  specialties. 
Thus  our  City  Engineer  "decides  for  the  gravita- 
tion system  and  acta  in- 1  pumping.  He  sees  safety 
in  the*  one  and  danger  in  the  other.  He  is  afraid 
to  trust  to  steam  power,  though  he  knows  there 
is  nothing  more  reliable.  His  apprehensions  con- 
trol his  judgment.  Steam  power  is  working  with 
unerring  safety  and  security  all  about  us.  ft  runs 
our  elevators,  it  prints  our'newspapers,  it  turns  a 
thousand  lathes  doing  the  work  of  the  artisan,  be 
it  great  or  small;  it'  carries  us  wherever  we  de- 
sire to  go  on  land,,  and  is  doing  more  and  more  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world.  It  is  absolutely  reli- 
able, .absolutely  controllable. 

Shall  we,  with  our  dear  experience,  commit  the 
blunders  of  the  past?  Shall  we,  in  the  face  of 
our  present  water  debt  of  Sio.uoo.ooo,  add  another 
ten  millions  to  it  to  cany  out  an  idea  exploded  by 
experience,  or  to  gratify  a  prejudice  that  has  no 
foundation? 

Do  we  not  witness  the  Mystic  yielding  more 
than  the  Cochituate?  Do  we  not  see  its  pump 
liquidating  the  little  debt  of  its  establishment, 
while  a  whole  city-  groans  under  the  Cochituate 
debt?  Do  we  not  see  our  engineers  and  Water 
Board  afraid  of  steam  power,  and  trying  to  dis- 
courage its  adoption,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
are  telling  us  of  the  great  danger  of  our  present 
conduit,  and  the  impossibility  of  repairing  it  ex- 
cept by  tir-t  building  another  at  a  cost  of  SIO.OOO.- 
000?  And  have  we  not  recently  had  a.  most 
rnelancholly  instance  in  the  western  cart  of 
the  State  of  the  dangers  from  reservoirs  ?  They 
are  so  intent  upon  the  one  idea  of  their 
nursing  that  they  do  not  see  that  the  reasons  they 
give  for  their  gravitation  scheme  are  the  strongest 
arguments  against  it.  The  steam  pump  is  better 
than  debt.  It  supplies  all  the  cities  of  the  West. 
It  gives  yon  what  you  want,  and  as  you  want  it. 
You  pay  for  what  you  have  as  you  go.  Gravita- 
tion weighs  you  down  with  an  oppressive  burden. 

The  City  Engineer  had  not  failed  to  see  and  ac- 
knowledge the  value  of  the  Mystic  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  1  claim  it  should  now  be  used.  In 
City  Document  No.  29,  of  1873,  page  sixty-seven, 
he  says,  after  speaking  of  certain  objections,  "If 
Charlestown  should  lie  annexed  to  Boston,  the 
question  might  arise  whether  it  would  not  be  weU 
to  build  works  for  the  temporary  supply  of  the 
latter  city,  which  could  hereafter  "be  made  availa- 
ble in  the  extensions  that  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  growth  of  Charlestown  and  the  cities  now  sup- 
plied from  its  works."  We  are  now  annexed  and 
the  temporary  supply  is  a  supply  for  ten 
years.  Why  not  use  that  supply?  The  works 
wiB  not  be  lost.  He  also  upon  the  same  page 
urges  as  an  objection  to  the  Mystic  ••the  small- 
ness  of  the  supply  in  the  distant  future."  In 
City  Document  29,  p.  59,  he  raises  the  Same 
objection  to  the  Sudbury,  as  also  the  valuable  mill 
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Interests  affected.  Th.?  same  objection  being 
raided  as  to  the  Sudbury  ami  Mystic'alike  (namely, 
the  limited  supply  ill  the  distant  future),  let  us  ex- 
amine it.  It  has  already  been  made  apparent  that 
the  statement,  if  true.  is"no  objection  to  making  the 
greatest  possible  use  of  the  Mystic,  as  such  must 
be  made  in  any  event.  But  is  tile  statement  true 
of  the  Mystic  as  it  is  undoubtedly  of  the  Sudbury? 
"When  you  get  your  limit  of  forty  or  whatever  mil- 
lions from  the  Sudbury  you,  are  at  the  end  of  the 
rope.  Not  so  with  the  Mystic.  The  upper 
Mystic  has  a  watershed  of  27.75  square  miles; 
the  lower  pond.  etc..  has  1.00,  and  the  Shawsheen 
has  34.00.  making  or,. 75  square  miles.  The  Sudbury 
has  7.25  more  than  the  Mystic  and  Shawsheen.  The 
Mystic  will  east  81,408.540,  and  the  Shawsheen. 
wheu  it  is  wanted,  82,023,775,  making  84,032,321. 
The  expense  of  foundations  for  ermines,  engineers, 
and  mains  for  Mystic  should  (certainly  a  part  of 
it  be  deduced,'  as  they  could  be  used  for  both 
waters),  would  be,  sons, too.  leaving  a  balance  of 
§3,433,861. 

The  cost  of  both  Mystic  and  Shawsheen  would 
be  in  round  numbers 'S3,500.non.  adding  to  this  sum 
additional  pumping  power.  I'erhaps  the  true  way 
to  look  at  the  Shawsheen  supply  is  to  see  what  it 
will  cost  to  get  its  water  in"o  Mystic  Pond,  letting 
the  pumps  take  care  of  it  when  it  gets  there ;  for 
as  I  have  already  said  pumping  is  the  true  method. 
All  pumping  works  pay,  and  the  great  gravita- 
tion works  will  not  pay.  I  say,  therefore,  let  the 
water  run  into  the  Mystic  and  thus  furnish 
what  you  want,  and  as  you  want  it,  and  no 
more.  Let  us  see  what  the  Shawsheen  water 
will  cost.  All  the  storage  basins  cost,  by 
the  Engineer's  estimates,  8575,350,  and  the 
conduit,  gate  house,  canal,  improvement 
of  the  Abajonna,  waste  wiers,  land,  etc.,  8385,000. 
So  you  get  thirty-four  miles  of  water  shed,  equal 
to  25,000.000  gallons  daily  of  the  best  of  water  in 
the  country  for  less  than  one  million  of  dollars. 
But  you  will  not  require  all  three  reservoirs 
at  first.  Therefore  take  one  at  say  $200,- 
000,  and  the  expenditure  will  be  less  tban 
sooo.ono.  This  is  the  better  way  of  dealing 
with  the  Shawsheen.  Thus  far  the  quality 
of  the  water  is  unexceptionable.  It  is  not  a 
meadow  liver—  it  runs  through  and  drains  a  roll- 
ing, gravelly  country.  In  this  respect  it  differs 
from  the  Sudburv,  Assabet,  Charles  and  Concord. 
(See  City  Doc.  38,  p.  108.)  The  Charles,  Sudburv, 
Assabet  and  Concord  rivers  are  very  different  in 
character  from  the  Meirimac  anil  Blackstone. 
Formed  as  they  are  by  the  brooks  which  rise  in 
meadow  land,  and  flowing  as  they  do  through 
meadows  and  marshes,  the  waters  are  character- 
ized, especially  in  the  late  summer  ami  fall,  by  the 
presence  in  solution  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
vegetable  matter,  which  gives  the  water  a  yellow 
or  brown  color,  already  alluded  to. 

Another  fact  is  we  need  a  different  kind  of 
legislation.  Under  the  present  system  of  legisla- 
tion, by  which  if  the  city  takes  any  water  it  is  held 
to  pay  for  the  whole,  whether  used  or  not,  and 
the  mill  damages  are  an  immense  item. 

This  item  is  admitted  to  be  much  less  in  the 
Shawshine  than  in  any  other  scheme.    I  will  not— 


it  is  so  late— delay  the  Council  with  any  analysis 
of  the  Engineer's  estimates  for  getting  water  from 
the  Concord  by  his  expensive  route— for  any  one 
can  see  that  the  dd  canal  from  th"  Shawsheen  to 
the  Concord  is  almost  intact.  A  few  thousand 
dollars  would  let  an  unlimited  flow  of  the  Concord 
water  into  the  Shawsheen  reservoir. 

As  a  sample  of  the  unnecessary  perfection  of 
thi'  Engineer's  estimates,  we  find  three  millions 
for  settling  basins,  filters,  etc.,  to  take  care  of  th* 
turbidity  of  water  that  is  only  turbid  sixty  days 
as  he  'ays.  Now  I  should  sav  that  when  there  arn 
freshets  enough  to  make  tire  water  turbid  we 
should  not  draw  it  at  all.  there  being'  water  enough 
elsewhere  then.  Besides,  good  engineering  would 
give  us  reservoirs  lasting  at  least  sixty  days.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  0  (Mr.  Peabody),  the  other 
night,  gave  us  the  best  reason  for  delay— till  we 
can  get  legislation  dealing  justly  by  the  city,  en- 
abling it  to  supnly  water  to  mill  owners  and  itself, 
and  paying  only  for  the  real  injury  done. 

There  is  safety  and  economy  in  delay.  The 
question  now  is  shall  we  commit  the  city  to  this 
expensive  scheme  while  there  is  such  real  dispute 
as  to  its  being  the  best.  If  this  order  is  adopted, 
there  is  no  retreat— we  are  committed  forever. 
We  cannot  retreat,  how  much  soever  we  may  want 
to. 

There  was  one  tiling  1  was  sorry  to  see  in  our 
view  of  the  Mystic  the  other  day.  We  were  taken 
by  an  entlm-iastie  Sudbury  mail  to  every  place  on 
the  Mystic  where  there  was  filth  of  any  kind,  for 
the  purpose  of  prejudicing  us  against  "its  waters. 
We  did  rind  water  impregnated  with  the  flavor  of 
hemlock  bark,  and  a  place  where  the  hair  from 
the  skins  of  animals  was  soaked  to  rid  it  of  the 
lime  that  was  upon  it.  But  that  enthusiastic 
Sudbury  man  did  not  take  us  to  witness  the  sew- 
age from  the  town  of  Natick  where  it  enters  the 
Cochituate.  I  take  it  that  a  little  hemlock  bark 
and  lime  that  has  been  mixed  with  the  hairof  cat- 
tle, however  little  we  may  like  its  effect  upon  our 
drinking  water,  though  ever  so  remote,  is  not  so 
revolting  as  the  human  sewage  which  finds  its 
way  into  the  Cochituate. 

Still,  I  consider  the  tanneries  and  glue  factories 
of  the  Mystic  are  entitled  to  no  influence  upon  the 
question  to  be  decided  here,  for  the  reason  that  if 
they  are  obnoxious  even  to  the  imaginations  of  the 
citizens  who  use  the  water,  the  evil  should  be  rem- 
edied. East  Boston  and  Charlestown  are  entitled 
to  as  much  consideration  in  this  regard  as  the  city 
proper,  and  I  should  second  with  all  my  might 
any  effort  to  purify  the  water  they  use. 

It  would  certainly  be  extremely  unmanly  for 
any  of  us  to  compel  them  to  use  water  which  we 
are  unwilling  to  use.  My  relief  is  that  the  time 
is  rapidly  approaching  when  we  shall  find  that 
whatever  impurities  flow  into  the  Mystic  will  be 
more  easily  removed  than  those  that  flow  into  the 
Cochituate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subiect  was  postponed  until  next 
Thursday,  at  half-past  H  o'<  lock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   25,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,"  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Frederick  M.  Safford, 
Samuel  Everett,  S.  Austin  Everett,  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery;  Elisha  Moseley,  James  M.  Torrey, 
Frederick  P.  Moseley,  Crescent  avenue  and  its 
vicinity;  J.  Charles  Prank,  J.  C.  Frank,  Jonathan 
Pierce,  Frank  Tvrrell,  George  E.  lioutell,  James 
Leavitt,  A.  B.  Fisher,  Long  Island  Steamboat 
Company :  Frank  C.  Watkius,  Stephen  D.Lake, 
Distiict  Telegraph  Company;  William  (i.  Lloyde, 
Bethel  (  hurch  and  Mariners'  House,  North  square  ; 
Charles  W.  Payne,  Dorchester  avenue  and  Swan 
street;  John  Kenny,  Commercial  street  and  the 
wharves ;  ( albert  A.  Hamilton,  Dover  and  Albany 
streets  and  the  vicinity. 

Weigher  of  Coal— William  A.  Hammond. 

HEAEINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Wash- 
ington square,  east  from  Oliver  street,  and  in 
Condor  street,  between  Meridian  and  Brooks 
streets,  were  considered,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection the  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  Timothy  Donovan  et  al., 
for  the  removal  of  two  'trees  from  Chapman 
street,  between  Lawrence  and  Richmond  streets, 
in  Charlestown,  ana  remonstrances  of  John  Fitz- 
gerald and  Robinson  &  Brown  against  the  same. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Put/lie 
Grounds.  William  Gray  and  several  hundred 
others,  that  the  asphalt  walks  be  removed  from 
the  Common  and  malls,  neeause,  first,  the  asphalt 
keeps  air  and  rain  from  the  roots  of  trees;  sec- 
ond, it  injures  the  roots  by  overheating  them; 
third,  bv  preventing  evaporation  from  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  it  prevents  the  ascent  of  moisture 
from  below.  And  they  also  pray  that  immediate 
steps  be  taken,  by  suitable  care,  and  by  setting- 
out  new  trees,  to  put  the  malls  and  trees  in  a  con- 
dition to  contribute  to  the  health  and  enjoyment 
of  the  whole  community. 

Edward  Austin  and  over  a  hundred  others, 
referring  to  the  legal  opinions  of  Jeremiah  Mason, 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Franklin 
Dexter  and  Nathaniel '  J.  Bowditch,  given  at  the 
request  and  for  the  use  of  the  City  Council  in 
1843,  remonstrating  against  any  further  encroach- 
ments upon  the  ancient  limits  of  Boston  Common, 
as  established  in  1040.  They  also  request  that  all 
the  asphaltum  cement  and  other  deleterious  sub- 
stances may  be  forthwith  removed  from  the  roots 
of  the  trees  upon  the  malls,  and  that  they  may  be 
restored  as  near  as  may  be  to  their  former  condi- 
tion, and  that  no  more  trees  may  be  destroyed. 

To  the  Committer  on  Armories.  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  approval  of  armory 
at  corner  of  Washington  and  Harvard  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  William  C.  Reed,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  383  Harrison  avenue  for  a 
coal  shed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  A.  W.  Wight,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  tor  fifty  horses  on  Head  place.  s 

Frank  A.  Clapp,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
four  additional  horses  on  Mercer  street,  near  Tele- 
graph street. 

William  F.  Wheeler,  to  occupy  wooden  Btaole 
for  four  horses  on  Columbia  street,  near  school- 
house. 

Cyrus  Small,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Hartford  street,  near  Howard. 

Andrew  Littig,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Faxon  place,  from  1403  'Fremont  street. 

L.  B.  Thompson,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
two  horses  on  corner  of  Milton  avenue  and  Selden 
street,  Ward  16. 

7'{i  the  Com  initlee  on  Streets,  on  the  port  of  the 
Board.  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessed  for  widening  of  Cambridge 
street,  in  Brighton,  in  1872. 


To  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  George  F.  Tewksbury,  for  le<*ve  to  re- 
move ballast  from  Wintlirop  Be*ch. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Clemens  Schmidt 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Reed  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson  et  al.,  that  the  George-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Magazine  street. 

D.  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  the  Marginal-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Jeffrey's  Point. 

Donald  Kennedy  et  al.,  that  the  remainder  of 
Dorchester  Brook,  from  Dudley  stieet  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Grove  Hall,  be  converted  into 
sewer  purposes. 

Roger  Drury,  for  a  common  sewer  in  Terrace 
place. 

Henry  S.  Brown  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Jess  street, 
Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— \zaae.  H.  Cary 
etal.,  that  Forest  Hills  street  and  Williams  street 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

L.  B.  Foss  &  Co.,  that  Shawmut  avenue,  from 
Morton  to  Green  street,  Ward  17,  may  be 
sprinkled. 

John  W.  Hollis  et  al.,  that  Brighton  avenue  and 
Brighton  street,  from  Brighton  avenue  to  "Wash- 
ington street,  may  be  watered. 

Henry  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  a  concrete  walk  be 
laid  m  front  of  the  estate  of  J. W. Hollis  in  Ward  19. 

E.  &  F.  King  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  India  street  may 
be  repaved  from  Milk  stieet.  to  India  wharf. 

E.  B.  Stetson,  that  a  driveway  may  be  construct- 
ed in  Austin  street   to  the  stable  of  "petitioner. 

George  M.  Starbird  &  Co.et  «/.,that  edgestones 
be  set  and  gutters  paved  on  Sullivan  street, 
Charlestown. 

Holmes  &  Blanchard,  for  leave  to  run  a  wire 
rope,  for  the  transmission  of  power,  from  No.  6 
Charlestown  street  to  Ilaymarket  Block. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  leave 
to  place  poles  in  Market  or  Parsons  street, 
Brighton. 

Linus  M.  Child  et  al.,  that  the  fence  on  north 
side  of  Beacon  street,  west  of  Gloucester  street, 
be  set  back  to  the  line  of  the  stieet  and  a  plank 
walk  laid. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leava  to 
construct  a  turnout  on  Shawmut  avenue,  near 
Cobden  street,  and  to  extend  the  turnouts  now  lo- 
cated at  Townsend  and  Oakland  streets  on  Shaw- 
mut avenue. 

Edwin  McCnllis,  to  be  paid  for  change  of  grade 
on  Paris  street. 

Heirs  of  Charles  Thompson,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Central  street. 

James  Dana  et  al.,  that  Causeway  and  Beverly 
streets,  near  the  Fitcbburg  Railroad  station,  be 
repaired  and  put  in  order. 

Thomas  G.  Folger,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Regent  street. 

A.  N.  Webb  et  al.  that  the  passageways  leading 
from  Rutland  square  to  W est  Newton  street  and 
Concord  square  be  put  in  order. 

E.  M.  Mcl'herson  et  al.,  that  Saratoga,  Chelsea 
and  other  streets  in  Section  Pour,  East  Boston,  be 
put  in  order. 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  extend  a  shaft 
across  Foundry  street. 

Coffin,  Nichols  &  Co.  e'  al.,  that  some  suitable 
street  be  paved  with  equal  portions  of  granite  and 
of  wood  pavement  as  a  test  of  endurance. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Committee  on   Health  to  purchase  a 

suitable  lot  of  land  as  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $25,000,  to  be  trans- 
fen  od  for  that  purpose   from   the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee;  as  this  ex- 
pense is  not  provided  for  in  any  other  fund,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  order  to  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee  before  it  can  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Medford  street,  Charlestown,  between  Cook  and 
Lexington  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks,  atan 
estimated  cost  of  $:so,ooo.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  macadamize  Melville  avenue,  Dorchester,  at  a 
cost  of  $12,000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
sidewalks  on  northerly  side  of  Rugglcs  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  and  Barker  streets.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  sidewalk  of  estates  Nos.  158  to  108 
Commonwealth  avenue.    Passed. 


house  yard,  at  a  cost  of  $5000. 
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Order  to  pay  James  Dolan,  Jr.,  six  hundred  aDd 
fifty-nine  dollars  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
willing  of  Magazine  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  a  suitable  room  in 
the  Girls'  High  Schoolhouse  for  drawing  classes, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture  and  fixtures 
for  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  contract  with 
William  Ring  of  Brighton  for  the  removal  of  night 
soil  from  tt at  district,  at  the  rate  of  foui  dollars 
per  cubic  load,  to  be  paid  by  parties  benefited 
thereby .  Laid  upon  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington. 

Order  to  appropriate  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum  for  the  ringing  of  the  Brighton 
bells  at  the  usual  hours,  at  morning,  noon  and 
evening;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "Incidentals"  and  inserting  "Bells 
and  Clocks."  The  amendment  was  adopted  and 
the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  this  appropriation  the  same 
as  it  was  last  year? 

Alderman  Brooks  —  From  information  that  I 
have  received  from  that  section,  I  can  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  it  is.  It  has  been 
an  ancient  custom  to  ring  the  bell  of  that  church 
three  times  a  day  for  the  benefit  of  workingmen 
in  the  vicinity  to  designate  the  hours  for  begin- 


Report  and  order  relating  to  the  disposition  of 
the  several  invested  funds  received  from  Brigh- 
ton and  Charlestown.    Order  passed. 

Orders  to  provide  additional  Municipal  Court 
accommodations  in  the  old  City  Half,  Charles- 
town,  etc.,  and  to  provide  the  necessary  furniture 
for  said  improved  court  room   Severally  passed. 

Nomination  by  the  Mayor  of  Messrs.  Spinney, 
Howard  and  Pearson  as  Registrars  of  Voters  in 
this  city.    Confirmed. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  COM  BIOS  OOTTNCIL. 

Petitions  of  J.  A.  King,  Francis  J.  Downes  and 
W.'S.  and  George  O.  Wiley.  Severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  graDt  petition  of 
Charlestown  Infant  Scnool,  etc.,  for  an  appropria- 
tion from  the  city  treasury.    Accepted. 

The  order  requesting  Committee  on  Water  w> 
consider  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  to 
convey  away  the  impurities  discharged  into  Mys- 
tic Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  and  re- 
port on  the  cost  of  the  same,  came  up  from  the 
Common  Council,  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,    The  Board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  J.  H.  George  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  Second  street.  Order 
passed. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Seventeenth  of  June  in  Charlestown 
District,  at  an  expense  of  §800,  as  in  said  order 
set  forth.  Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0 — and  Aldermen 
Harris  and  Brooks  joined  to  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Order  to  print  one  thousand  additional  copies 
of  the  proposed  "Sumner  Memorial." 

Alderman  Power— T  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  propriety  of  the 
city  of  Boston  going  into  the  book-publishing 
business.  Probably  the  member  of  the  Council 
who  offered  that  order  thought  he  could  have  a 
pjrtion  of  those  books  to  give  away.  Now,  under 
the  vote  passed  by"  the  City  Council,  all  not  con- 
nected with  this  Government  who  receive  these 
books  will  have  to  pay  for  them  whatever  it  cost 
to  print  thein.  One  thousand  have  already  been 
ordered,  and  I  think  that  number  is  sufficient. 
Gentlemen  can  hardly  be  aware  of  the  immense 
amount  of  money  spent  in  this  way,  and  I  think  a 
stop  ought  to  be  put  to  it.  The  eulogy  of  Senator 
Schurz  has  been  published  in  various  forms  and 
has  no  doubt  been  issued  by  authority  for  other 
parties  outside  of  the  city  of  Boston,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  question  but  that  the  public  have  had 
sufficient  facilities  for  procuring  a  full  aocount  of 
connection  wit 

Boston  printing  and  publish- 
ing this  thousand  extra  copies.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  Board  will  not  concur  with  the  Council  in  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  rejected,  in  non-concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  raise  to  grade  the  district  bounded 
by  Hampden,  Swett,  (ierard  streets  and  Norfolk 
ayeuue,  so  as  to  effect  better  drainage. 


The  question  on  concurrence  was  put  and  the 
Chairman  declared  the  order  rejected,  stating  that 
only  one  member  (Alderman  Stebbins)  had  voted. 

Alderman  Preseott  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter  raised  the  point  that  a  refusal 
to  non-concur  killed  the  order. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  concur- 
rence or  non-concurrence  with  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  understood  the  Chair  to  de- 
clare that  it  was  not  a  vote. 

Alderman  Harris— Is  the  matter  settled  by  that 
vote? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  declared  the  order 
rejected. 

Alderman  Harris— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  voted  against  concurring 
with  the  other  branch  for  the  reason  that  the  city 
has  one  similar  job  upon  its  hands  at  the  present 
time  in  the  Northampton-street  district,  and  it 
will  take  until  the  snow  flies  to  complete  that.  This 
work  is  carried  forward  under  a  little  different 
plan  from  that  which  regulated  the  raising  of 
the  Church  and  Suffolk  street  districts.  The 
cost  of  the  work  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  estates 
benefited,  ;and  we  do  not  kn«w  what  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  this  new  law  may  be.  It  may 
work  well  and  it  may  not ;  therefore,  I  hope  the 
city  will  not  take  hold  of  another  job  until  this 
one  is  completed.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case  requires  it,  that  there  is  any 
trouble  with  the  drainage.  Perhaps  in  the  future 
there  might  be  something  required  to  be  done  on 
that  territory. 

Alderman  Peters— If  it  is  necessary  to  do  this 
could  it  not  be  done  better  by  making  the 
contract  now  while  the  railroad  track  is  laid  in 
the  vicinitv  and  the  Northampton-street  district 
is  being  filled  ? 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  but  we  are  all 
out  of  order  now  in  discussing  this  question ;  but 
the.  reasons  given  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8 
are  the  best- that  can  be  used  for  getting  this 
authority.  There  is  no  question  but  that  this 
work  needs  to  be  done  just  as  much  as  the  North- 
ampton-street district  needed  to  be  graded,  and  it 
should  be  done  in  connection  with  that  work.  The 
city  of  Boston  can  make  a  contract  under  present 
circumstances  rnuch  cheaper  than  it  ever  can 
again.  This  territory  borders  upon  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  and  there  is  just  as  much  need 
of  taking  this  as  there  was  to  fill  up  the  other. 
Buildings  are  being  erected  there  every  day  in  the 
week  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  localities 
in  the  city  of  Boston  today.  I  hope  this  order  to 
get  the  necessary  autliorny  w  ill  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter— That  order  ought  to  go  to  a 
committee,  so  as  to  have  the  boundary  lines  de- 
fined and  the  necessities  of  the  case  set  forth  in 
an  intelligent  manner.  We  do  not  know  exactly 
what  an  order  of  that  kind,  put  in  as  thatone  was, 
means,  or  how  much  territory  it  covers,  or  the 
cost  of  the  work.  .  Therefore,  if  we  pass  it  today, 
we  should  vote  rather  blindly.  It  should  be  re- 
ferred to.a  committee  and  the  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject set  forth  before  this  Board  passes  upon  it. 
We  are  now  filling  up  the  Northampton-street 
district,  the  contract  tor  which  has  been  signed, 
but  it  will  not  do  for  this  district  at  all.  By  the 
action  of  this  Board  and  the  Street  Commission- 
ers we  have  done  more  than  we  were  authorized 
to  do  under  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  a,  dollar"  a  foot  more  for  fill- 
ing the  streets  above  to  grade  12.  It  would 
not  be  economy  for  us  to  go  on  blindly  in  tins  way 
and  I  think  this  order  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  district. 

Alderman  Peters— I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
streets  there ;  but  the  order,  a  -  printed  on  the  pro- 
gramme, provides  "for  authority  to  raise  to  grade 
the  district  bounded  by  Hampi leu,  Swett,  Gerard 
streets  and  Norfolk  avenue." 

Alderman  Power— That  clearly  defines  the  terri- 
tory. At  high  tide  the  water  covers  the  greater 
1  ortion  of  this  territory,  which  is  being  built  over. 
and  I  think  there -is  just  as  much  necessity  for 
taking  this  district  as  there  was  for  filling  the 
Northampton-street  district.  I  have  no  objection 
to  its  going  to  the  committee  if  the  gentleman  de- 
sires it;  but  I  think  we  should  have  all  the  power 
that  can  be  obtained  to  improve  this  territory. 

Alderman  Worthington— 'i  his  is  merely  an  order 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  this  authority,  the 
same  as  we  did  last  week,  it  can  do  no  harm  to 
get  the  authority,  and  if  we  put  it  off  by  rct'eri  iiv 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  the  Norihaniptoii- 
street  District  it  may  be  too  late.    Let  as  refer  it 
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after  we  pet  the  authority.  I  hope  we  shall  first 
get  the  authority,  and  consider  the  matter  after- 
ward. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  is  evidently  mistaken  in  his  supposition  as  to 
the  territory  "covered  by  this  order.  Tide  water 
does  not  come  near  the  territory  included  in  the 
boundaries  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don; but  it  does.  I  have  been  on  the  ground 
within  three  days.  The  water  comes  through  a 
sluiceway  under  Swett  street,  and  sometimes  funs 
over  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  here  a  note  from  a 
land-owner  who  suggests  that  Magazine  street  be 
taken  in  place  of  Gerard  street.  I  think  that  per- 
haps the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  right,  and  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Alderman  1'ower— This  is  marshy  land,  and  the 
Boston  Gas  Company  has  at  present  a  very  power- 
ful steam  engine  there  to  keep  the  salt  water 
pumped  out  of  the  premises  where  they  are  build- 
ing a  gasometer.  There  is  a  large  sluiceway  un- 
der Swett  street,  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  and 
sometimes  the  water  flows  over.  It  is  dear  marsh 
mud.  I  think  it  likely  that  the  order  does  not  em- 
brace as  much  territory  as  it  ought,  and  if  gentle- 
men wish  to  pay  the  attention  to  this  matter  that 
it  deserves  1  have  no  objection  to  their  investigat- 
ing it  and  asking  for  authority  to  cover  all  the 
territory  that  mav  be  necessary. 

The  question  oii  concurrence  (to  solve  the  doubt) 
was  put,  and  the  order  was  rejected  by  a  rising 
vote — 4  for,  7  against. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Power  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  intends  to  move  to  refer  the  order  to  a  commit- 
tee, I  shall  vote  for  a  reconsideration  j  if  he  wishes 
to  pass  the  order  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Power— My  intention  is  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  became  I  think  we  should  nave 
the  district  defined  beyond  a  doubt.  I  do  not 
think  the  order  covers  all  the  territory  involved. 
It  will  involve  a  great  expense  to  somebody,  and 
therefore  I  think  a  committee  should  clearly  de- 
fine the  limits. 

The  Board  voted  to  reconsider,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  rhe  Northampton- 
street  District,  in  non-concurrence. 

.Report  and  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $00,000, 
to  be  added  to  the.  appropriations  for  the  exten- 
sion of  water  works  in  Wards  13,  14, 15  and  l(i,  and 
to  cover  the  expense  of  making  surveys  for  the 
extension  of  the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19. 
Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  in  non-con- 
currence, on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthinguna. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  A  request  was  received  from 
the  School  Committee  for  a  joint  convention  on 
Tuesday,  dune  9,  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  a  va-  aney  in  said  School  Commit- 
tee, caused  b\  the  resignation  of  C.  H.  B.  Breck 
of  Ward  19.    The  Board  concurred. 

City  Treasurer.  A  statement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Dorchester  trust  funds  from  April  30,  1X73, 
to  April  30,  1X74,  was  received  from  the  City  'Treas- 
urer and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Treasury 
Department.  The  income  received  from  interest, 
etc.,  on  the  Gibson  Fund  during  the  year  was 
$1400  44;  paid  per  order  of  School  Committee, 
S1243  00.  This  fund  amounts  to  $17,575  79.  The 
Stoughton  Poor  Fund,  with  is  12  '.Hi  interest  for  the 
year,  amounts  to  $885  02— deposited  with  the  city 
to  accumulate.  The  Stoughton  School  Fund 
amounts  to  $4140,  and  tho  interest  for  the  year  is 
$323  32. 

LOCATION     ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  tfie  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company,  accepting  the  location 
granted  by  the  Board  in  Washington,  State  and 
Devonshire  streets.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suitolk  County  for  $1471  90  for  jail  expenses  for 
the  month  of  May,  which  was  approved  and  or- 
dered paid. 

PROPOSED  LOCATION  OF  STEAM  ENGINE. 

On  the  petition  of  D.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  for  leave 

to  locate  and  use  asteam  engine  and  boiler  at  their 
premises  on  Station  street,  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  who  may  object 
on  Monday,  June  15,  at  4  P.  M. 


REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED.. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice— Report  in  favor  of  confirming  the  appoint- 
ments of  police  officers,  submitted  by  the  Mayor 
on  the  18th  inst.  The  nominations  were  con- 
firmed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
petition  of  William  J.  Smith,  that  the  name  of 
Dudley  street,  from  Magazine  street  to  the  ;old 
line  o'f  Dorchester,  be  called  Stoughton  street. 
Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims—Reports  reeomnn -ndinglenve  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  .John  Mahady,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Chardon 
street;  and  Charles  B.  Shute,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  to  his  carriage  on  account  of  alleged 
defect  in  highway  at  Charlestown  Neck.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
preamble,  and  vote  authorizing  the  Mayor  in  be- 
half of  the  city  of  Boston  to  execute  certain  in- 
dentures concerning  property  of  the  late  David 
Sears,  in  which  the  city  is  interested— Report 
that  the  vote  ought  to  pass.    The  vote  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  —  Reports  recommending  action  upon 
applications  for  licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted—"'.  L. Allen, 3 Province 
street;  Martin  ,1.  Hanscomb.  33>£  Howard  street; 
Henry  Jager,  520  Washington  street;  Mosely  & 
Adams,  Neponsef  House  (renewal). 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Bernard  Trainer,  5 
Nortli  square;  H.  L.White  and  six  others,  for 
transfers  of  wagon  licenses. ' 

Inhholder's  License  Refused— John  Klesa,  12 
Hay  ward  place. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— William  Hesnc- 
mann,  6%  Boylston  street;  Roelle&  Delchere,  19 
Boylstou'street. 

Innholilcrs'  Licenses  (J ranted— John  S.  Landers, 
1005  Washington  street;  Moseley  &  Adams,  Ne- 
ponsct  House.  •  ■ 

Hack  License  Granted— John  Kicltyjand  three 
others  for  transfer  of  hack  licenses. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  H. 
Webb,  41  Tremont  street;  Z.  M.  Saunders,  9  Per- 
kins street,  Charlestown;  l*.  J.  Gleason,  048  Har- 
rison avenue;  Dearborn  &  Co.,  Court  square. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — It,  H.Anderson 
to  five  musical  and  dramatic  entertainments  at 
corner  of  Poplar  and  Anderson  streets;  Joseph 
ML  Ford  to  exhibit  panorama  of  Ireland  at  East 
and  South  Boston,  Charlestown  and  Brighton. 

Minors  Applications  Granted— John  Falve^and 
four  Others,  newsboys. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— L.  Newcomb  & 
Co.,  r>  Court  avenue;  M.  C.  Smith,  20  Devonshire 
Mreet;  P.  A.  Garvev,  10  101m  street;  James  W. 
Holliver,  5  Broad  street;  Robert  C.  Siet'crt,  2'i 
State  street;  John  L.  Williams,  1  Franklin  street"; 
Patrick  Coyne,  Sixth  street,  near  P;  C.  T.  Morse, 
o  Charles- River  avenue;  Joseph  Niccolini,  Warren 
Bridge,  near  the  draw  :  John  S.  Donne,  400  Hano- 
ver street;  Henry  Bub,  40  Leverett  street;  John 
Moville,  117  Eliot  street;  11.  P.  Barnabee,  14  Lin- 
coln street;  Anton  Ben/.,  115-1  Washington  street; 
Edward  Randall,  340  Hanover  street;  Lawrence  & 
Co.,  175  Hanover  street;  Alexander  Boudrow,  248 
North  Square;  Daidel  J .  Connelly,  379  Hanover 
street;  Chester  Hall, 87  Richmond  street;  Matthew 
Viscouvileh.  70  Marginal  street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  accepted. 

r.v  Alderman  uigelow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  on  the  part,  of  the  Board— 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  A.  S.  Brown  el  ill.,  for  the  removal  of  elm 
lice  near  police  station  in  Ward  17.     Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  A.  W.  Penan,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  take  down  and  remove  the  tree  Stand- 
ing in  the  centre  of  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  owned  by  A.  W.  Pcrrin,  on  the  south  Side 
of  Waverley  street;  I  .he  expense,  if  any,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Head  twice  and  passed. 

ByAHlermanWot'thinetou,  t,,r  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in  favor 
of  granting  the  loll,, wine  petitions  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy stables:  G.H.  Moseley,  Island  street ;  Ira  R. 
Worcester,  Ottawa,  street;  li.lt.  Gallison,  50  and 
5X  Leverett  street, ;  Mary  Hamlin,  White  street, 
No.  112;  Noivross  Brothers,  Huntington  avenue 
and   Clarendon    street;    Eliza   M.    liowc,  Laurel 
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street;  Mrs.  Adelaide  Freeman,  Glendale  street; 
C.  B.  Faunee,  1419  Treinont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Reports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  accompanying  orders 
authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buildings,  as  follows:  Charles  Currier, 
Washington  street,  Ward  19;  Mary  A.  Cook, Mich- 
igan avenue ;  Silas  Pierce,  Mercantile  street ,  Gil- 
man  &  Cheney,  Medford  street,  Ward  21 ;  May- 
nard  &  Rice,  Mather  avenue,  Ward  19. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed.  .    .. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving — Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  Fos- 
ter street,  Ward  19,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Stoughion  street 
in.  Ward  16,  lying  between  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween Roxburv  and  Dorchester  and  Upham's 
Corner,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Dudley 
street,  and  that  the. Superintendent  of  Streets  be. 
directed  to  place  street  signs  upon  and  number 
said  street,  in  extension  of  Dudley  street,  Rox- 
biiry. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  cf  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and,  gravel1  Butler  street,  be- 
tween Adams  and  Richmond  streets,  Ward  16. 
Estimated  cost,  §1500.  . 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed- to  pave  Hawes  street,  between  Congress 
and  Kilby  streets,  with  wood  pavement;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Burnt  District.    Estimated  cost,  §700. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  R.  W.  Gor- 
don, April  6, 1874,  to  sprinkle  Winthrop  and  Ad- 
ams streets,  Charlestown,  be  and  thesame  is  here- 
by revoked;  and  that  Timothy  Colman  be  lieeased 
to  sprinkle  said  Winthrop  and  Adams  streets,  un- 
der the  usual  regulations. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— May  I  ask  the  reason  why  the 
committee  arrived  at  that  conclusion?  Mr.  Gor- 
don is  certainly  a  very  worthy  man  and  I  believe 
he  would  do  nothing  against  the  interest  of  the 
city. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  committee  in  dividing  up 
the  districts  for  the  sprinklers  to  be  licensed  in, 
were  guided  somewhat  by  the  quantity  that  they 
could  give  each  man.  It  was  not;  noticed  that  this 
man  had  petitioned  for  more  streets  than  ,  he 
sprinkled  last  year,  and  that  he  infringed  upon 
the  rights  of  others.  The  committee  committed 
an  error  in  letting  him  have  those  streets,  and  they 
desire  to  have  that  part  rescinded. 

Alderman  Harris— Would  the  gentleman  object 
to  having  the  order  lie  over  till  next  meeting  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— Xot  at  all.  I  withdraw  the 
motion  for  a  second,  reading. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
estates  numbered  from  131  to  119  London  street, 
East  Boston,  -and  to  report  to  this  Boar£  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
ATilliam  Tj.  Bradley  to  move  the  telegraph  poles  on 
Dorchester  averrae,  between  Dorchester 'street  and 
the  Dorchester  line,. from  the  centre  to  the  outside 
of  the  sidewalk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stneets  Tie 
directed  to  pave' the  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Lenox  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  June 
15,  at  4  P.  M„  on  expediency  of  granting  the  peti- 
tion of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to1  extend  its  location  on  Washington  street  into 
Haymarket  square.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  June 
15,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  granting  petition 
of  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  location  on 
Washington  street  from  Cornliill  to  Haymarket 
square.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  June 
15,  at  4  P.  31.,  on  expediency  of  granting  petition 
of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  a  second  track  on  Fourth  street,  between  M 
and  Qstreets.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  abatements  be  made  to  the  fol- 
lowing parties,  in  the  amount  set  against  their  re- 


spective names,  the  same  being  for  errors  in  side- 
walk assessments :  Enos  S.  Dillaway,  Jr.,  88  Gold 
street,  §9  38;  Enos  S.  Dillaway,  86  Gold  street, 
S9  47:  heirs  of  Jacob  Todd,  83  Gold  street,  s7  r;G; 
.Mi.hael  McCartv.  CO  Gold  street,  $7  5!);  William 
B.  O'Connell,  62  Gold  street,  §12  30 ;  Joseph  N. 
Driscoll,  107  Sawyer  street,  §14;  John  O'Brien,  72 
Gold  street,  $8  20;  Peter  McCullough,  71  Gold 
street,  $2  54;  Dennis  Sullivan,  73  Gold  street, 
-i?23  23 ;  Maurice  Currv,  82  and  £4  Gold  street,  $9  98; 
William  Bovnton,  74  and  76  Gold  street,  318  47; 
Louisa  S.  W  illis,  277  East  Eighth  street,  $14  14; 
John  Halloran,  257  East  Eighth  street,  f  f}  50 ;  John 
McGee,  Norfolk  avenue,  815  78;  Charles  K.  Speller, 
369  Dorchester  street,  $14  77;  James  Daley,  171 
Broom  street,  §4  53. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Egleston  square,  between  Shawmut  avenue  and 
Walnut  avenue,  as  shown,  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  29, 1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,.  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Seaverns  avenue,  West  Roxbury,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor, 
dated  Aprd  28, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Medford  street,  between  Cook  and  Lexitgton 
streets,  Cfiarlestowii-  as  shown  on  apian  and  "pro- 
file drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  May  7, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Order  for  the  collection  of  the  assessments  for 
laying  sidewalk  on  School  street,  between  Main 
and  High  streets,  as  per  schedule  submitted  by 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Washington  street,  between  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Shaler  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side 
■of  Old  Harbor  street,  between  Old  Harbor  court 
and  Eighth  street,  one  hundred  feet  east  of  Old 
Harbor  street,  and  to  report  to  tins  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  thereof. 

Severally  read  twice  ana  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  ,the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Neponset  Bridge,  at  an  estimat- 
ed expense  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  to 
T}e  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Peters  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  proposing  .a  joint  convention  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  on  Thursday  next  at 
quarter-past  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  a  City  Treasurer  for  this  financial  year. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committer  on 
Sewers— Reports  and  reports  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in 
Perry  court.    Accepted. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Tuesday,  June  2, 
at  four  o'clockP.  M.,  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  in  Hamilton  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a,  sewer  in  Pres- 
•oott  street,  Roxbury.    Read  once. 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing,  on  Tuesday,  June  2, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of'  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Bird  street,  from  Baker  place  tow- 
ard Columbia  street.    Passed. 


ly line  of  Beacon  street  and  Charles  River, 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps — 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  the 
Dorchester  Gaslight  Company  for  gas  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  section  of  the  city,  upon  the 
same  conditions   as  are  contained  in  the  contracts 


Alderman  Hall  moved  that  the  order  take  : 


second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  if  this  was  an  increase 
over  the  price  paid  last  year. 

Alderman  Hall— It  is  an  increase  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  thousand  feet. 
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Alderman  Harris— Unless  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  are  given  why  this  increase  shall  be  made, 
I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass.  It  is  apparent  to 
every  one  that  coal  is  cheaper  now  than  it  was  last 
year. 

Alderman  Hall— Last  year  the  price  for  supply- 
ing gas  for  the  Dorchester  District  was  $2  75  per 
thousand  feet.  By  the  company's  own  figures  it 
was  shown  that  the  actual  cost  for  each  and  every 
thousand  feet  of  cubic  feet  of  gas  was  $2  92,  and 
they  supplied  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  a  loss. 
They  asked  us  to  give  them  the  cost  of  the  gas  this 
year  and  notified  us  that  they  would  not  furnish 
the  gas  at  the  old  price.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, agreed  to  recommend  this  small  increase. 

Alderman  Peters— I  would  also  add  that  the 
Dorchester  Gas  Company  is  not  able  to  earn  divi- 
dends and  pays  no  money  to  the  stockholders. 
The  committee,  after  three  special  meetings  on 
the  subject,  agreed  to  give  them  the  cost  of  the 
gas.  I  would  state  also  in  regard  to  an  order  that 
is  to  come,  that  the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Company 
furnish  it  at  the  same  price,  but  under  a  different 
arrangement,  so  that  the  lamps  are  to  be  burned 
all  night. 

Alderman  Power— What  was  the  price  paid  the 
Dorchester  (las  Company  last  year? 

Alderman  Hall  —  Two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  a  thousand  feet. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass . 
I  have  been  before  a  legislative  committee  this 
year  on  the  gas  question.  Representatives  of  the 
gas  companies  were  there,  and  each  and  every  one 
of  them  refused  to  give  any  satisfactory  statement 
as  to  the  cost  of  gas:.  It  has  been  demonstrated  be- 
yond doubt  that  the  gas  does  not  cost  anything  like 
three  dollars  per  thousand  feet,  and  no  represen- 
tative of  a  gas  company  will  say  that  it  costs  three 
dollars  or  §2  50  a  thousand.  I  think  it  has  been 
demonstrated  beyoml  all  doubt  that  it  does  Bot 
cost  more  than  SI  50  a  thousand,  even  when  coal 
is  higher  than  it  is  now.  And  yet  they  agree  to 
give  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  at  cost.  If  the  Dor- 
chester Gas  Company  loses  money  on  its  invest- 
ment of  putting  gas  into  other  places,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  to  make  it  up  out  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  have  less  feeling  against  this  company 
than  against  any  other,  for  it  is  public  spirited.  I 
would  go  further  for  them  than  almost  any  other. 
But  I  am  satisfied  that  the  gas  does  not  cost  what 
they  represent. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Dorchester  Gas  tight 
Company  directors  showed  the  committee  that  tho 
cost  was  .*2  <P2  per  thousand  feet,  and  the  Jamaica 
Plain  Gas  Company  that  it  cost  them  $3  08.  The 
books  of  both  companies  will  be  open  to  the  gen- 
tleman if  he  desires  to  see  them. 

Alderman  Hall— "When  the  question  of  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  gas  company  came  before  the  eom- 
mitt.ee  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman  I 
refused  to  accept  any  verbal  notice  of  a  rise  in  tho 
price  of   gas.    They  notified  us  that  they  should 


found  that  it  cost  them  $2  H2  per  thousand  feet 
last  year.  The  matter  has  been  in  abeyance  for 
the  last  two  months,  and  I  am  now  satisfied  that 
le  city  for  less  than  $3  per 
r  do  not  supply  the  city,  but 
simply  the  street  lamps  in  Dorchester  District,  at 
that  price.  They  have  a  larger  number  of  miles  of 
pipe  laid,  in  proportion,  than  any  other  company 
in  the  city  of  lioston. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  mean  to  convey  tho 
idea  that  they  should  furnish  gas  to  the  city  of 
lioston  for  less  than  cost.  But  it  seems  nonsense 
to  me  to  suppose  that  they  will  cut  off  the  supply 
if  we  adhere  to  the  price  we  have  been  paying 
since  they  have  their  pipes  all  laid. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
by  a  rising  vote — 8  for,  3  against. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  lie  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  contract  with  tho 
Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light  Company  for  lighting 
the  streets  in  that  section  of  the  city,  upon  the 
same  terras  as  now  exist  with  other  companies, 
the  price  not  to  exceed  $3  per  thousand  cubic 
feet. 
Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Order  of  no- 
tice for  hearing  on  Monday,  June  8,  at  4  P.  M..  on 
expediency  of  removing  a  tree  on  the  sidewalk  of 
Richmond'  street,  Ward  10,  in  front  of  the  63tate 
of  Andrew  11.  Potter.  Passed. 
Ordered,   That   the   Committee  on  Common  and 


Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to' expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $  1500  in  furnishing  bint  houses  for 
the  public  grounds;  the  expense  of  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— Was  there  not  an  appropria- 
tion of  §2000  for  that  purpose? 

The  Chairman — There  was,  and  this  order  is  to 
obtain  permission  to  use  a  part  of  that  appropria- 
tion. 

Alderman  Cutter— "Where  are  they  going  to  put 
those  bird  houses?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  trees 
on  the  public  grounds  are  already  pretty  well 
covered  with  them. 

Alderman  Bigelow — There  are  a  great  many  ap- 
plications for  these  bird  houses,  and  I  lie  probabil- 
ity is  that  they  will  be  extended  in  different  di- 
rections. The  outlying  districts  are  applying  for 
them.  They  are  all  occupied  by  the  sparrows  as 
soon  as  they  are  up,  and  Mr.  Galvin  says  they  are 
investigating  the  houses  before  he  gets  down  the 
ladder. 

Alderman  Cutter— Are  they  to  he  supplied  to 
everybody  who  asks  for  them,  or  are  they  put 
upon  the  public  grounds  ? 

Alderman  Bigelow— They  are  supplied  for  the 
public  streets  and  squares  where  they  are  re- 
quired. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed  by  a  rising 
vote — 6  for,  4  against. 

ELECTION  OF  AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  of  an  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported that  Alfred  T.  Turner  liad  received  twelve 
votes,  and  he  Mas  declared  unanimously  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

BATH  HOUSE  AT  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Bath- 
ing- 
Ordered,  That  the  <  lommittoe  <>n  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  of  Samuel  Leeds  for  a  term  of 
three  years  a  certain  piece  of  land  and  tlats  at  the 
southerly  end  of  L  street,  in  South  Boston,  for  the 

purpose  of  establishing  ilicri a  bath  house,   tho 

expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  taxes  as- 
sessed by  the  city  upon  said  land  and  flats. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  suppose  the  order  moans 
the  taxes  assessed  on  that  spot,  and  10  other  por- 
tion of  land. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  the  intention.  I  do 
not  know  that  it  will  cover  any  other  real 
estate.  This  is  nothing  new.  It  is  a  lot 
where  the  city  of  Boston  established  a  bath- 
house when  this  department  was  lirst  established 
in  South  Boston.  The  owner  notified  me,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing,  that  he- 
would  terminate  the  lease  unless  we  paid  him 
more  rent.  I  notified  him  I  should  move  the  bath 
bouse,  and  he  at  once  sent  me  word  to  keep  it  at 
the  old  rent. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Prescott,  lor  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  grant  in.'-  peti- 
tion of  Leonard  Con ant  for  leave  to  transfer  lease 
of  stalls  84-8G  and  cellar  15  Fancui]  Hall  Market, 
to  Harris  L.  Bean.    Accepted. 

By    Alderman    Harris,   for   the   Committee  on 
Streets- 
Order  to  pay  Mary  S.,wife  of  S.  G.  Davis,  $193  75, 
for  damages   occasioned    hy   the   widening  of  St. 
.lames  street.     Read  twice  anil  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  all  parties  abutting  on  Akron 
street  to  remove  all  obsti  nel.ionson  or  before  Juno 
10th,  next  ensuing.    Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prcscott,  it  was  voted 
that  the  next  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Hoard 
by  held  on  Tuesday,  June  2. 

SMITH'S  BIDING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power  to  reconsid- 
er the  vote  granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  J.  M.  Smith,  for  a  riding-school  stalilc  in 
rear  of'10-l.'t  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail,  for  this  reason  :  When  this  matter  was  be- 
fore the  Board,  it  was  argued  as  a  strong  reason 
why  the  parties  should  not  be  permitted  to  locate 
a  riding-school  stable  on  those  premises,  that 
Briggs  place,  which  is   large   enough   for  teams 
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engines,  etc.,  to  drive  into,  did  not  belong  to  the 
parties  owning  this  land  and  that  they  had  no 
rights  there.  Since  then  their  rights  in  that  place 
have  been  established  beyond  doubt,  and  so  far  as 
I  can  learn  tLe  owners  of  property  there  do  not 
propose  to  contest  their  rights.  It  was  also  set 
forth  that  those  parties  had  two  stables  on  the 
premises  there. 

Alderman  Prescott  raised  the  point  that  amotion 
to  take  from  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

The  Chairman— The  point  is  well  taken.  Unless 
unanimous  consent  is  given,  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  is  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Power— I  ask  consent  to  make  a  brief 
explanation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  unanimous 
consent  was  given. 

Alderman  Power— I  argued  at  that  time  that  if 
thoce  parties  could  get  permission  to  put  their 
horses  into  a  new  building,  they  would  tear  down 
all  the  old  stables.  Since  the  matter  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  unbeknown  to  me,  the  parties 
owning  the  land  have  commenced  the  erection  of 
a  building  on  the  premises,  and  it  is  partially 
completed.  .  I.  desire  to  have  this  matter  lie 
upon  the  table  until  that  building  is 
finished,  when  members  of  this  Board  can  then 
see  whether  or  not  it  is  best  to  grant  the  permit 
desired.  When  that  building  is  finished  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  can  grant  permission  to  put 
horses  in  there  if  they  see  fit,  or  they  can  give 
them  leave  to  withdraw.  If  this  Board  de- 
sires- to  do  what  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  I  think  it  is  their  duty  to  allow  this 
matter  to  lie  upon  the  table  until  they  see  the 
building  erected. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Board  to  take  that  matter  from  the  table 
and  reject  the  motion  to. reconsider.  A  great  deal 
of  discussion  took  place  on  this  subject  when  it 
was  before  the  Board,  and  if  I  interpreted  it 
aright,  there  was  a  very  strong  f  -eling  that  the 
city  should  not  permit  the  stable  to  be  built 
directly  upon  the  line  and  within  a  very  short  dis- 
tance of  the  houses  of  the  residents  there.  A  let- 
ter was  read  from;  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Fire  Department,  saying  that  it  would  be  a 
very  dangerous  building.  The  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed that  if  the  petitioners  would  set  their 
walls  in  so  that  there  could  be  a  passageway  round 
the  building,  so  that  injury  to  the  adjoining 
buildings  would  be  prevented,  then  the  Board 
would  reconsider  its  former  vote,  and  on  that  un- 
derstanding, according  to  my  recollection,  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table.  But 
the  petitioners  did  not  wait  for  the  decision  of 
this  Board.  They  have  gone  forward  in  spite  of 
what  we  have  done,  placed  a  wall  upon  the  line  of 
their  land  even  nearer  than  what  we  talked  about, 
with  the  exception  of  the  south  side,  and  put  it 
fifteen  inches  over  there.  They  have  gone  further, 
and  say  they  have  got  a  small  stable  beside  it, 
where  they  can  keep  their  horses,  and  they  say 
thev  will  have  a  riding  school.  I  sav  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Board  to  .take  this  matter  from  the  table 
and  refuse'  to  adopt  this  motion.  A  proper 
regard  for  the  dignity  of  this  Board  demands  it, 
and' that  Js.  the  reason  I  have  made  this  motion. 
I  desire  that  the  petitioners  may  be  made  to  show 
proper  respect  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Chairman — Unless  unanimous  consent  is 
given  all  this  discussion  is  entirely  out' of  order. 

Alderman  Power,  (unanimous  permission  being 
given  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter) — The  gentle- 
man from  the  Highlands  -taie>  that  those  parties 
have  gone  on  in  defiance  of  this  Board  to  erect 
that  building.  They  have  begun  to  erect  abuiidini; 
that  they  had  permission  to  build  before  this  dis- 
cussion began  here.  This  building  conforms  to 
law,  and  the  owners  had  permission  to  build  it 
before  they  came  here  at  all.  The  original  plans 
■were  altered  to  {conform  to  the  wishes  of 
this  Board,  and  the  walls  have  been  set 
back  instead  of  nearer,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  It  has  been 
set  back  six  feet  on  the  southerly  side.  As 
the  Alderman  stated,  there  is  an  old  stable, 
which  is  a  nuisance  compared  with  the  other  one. 
It  the  Aldermen  let  this  matter  lie  upon  the  table 
till  this  new  building  is  finished,  it  will  be  a  ques- 
tion for  the  in  to  consider  whether  they  will  allow 
them  to  put  their  horses  in  the  new  stable  or  keep 
them  in  the  old  one.  That  is  all  I  desire.  If  gen- 
tlemen wish  to  vote  right,  I  think  they  had  much 
better  let  the  matter  remain  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  says 
that  they  have  set  it  back  six  feet  on  one  side. 
Now,  on  all  the  lines  they  have  gone  right  back  on 


to  the  line.  On  Briggs  place  they  have  torn  down 
not  oidy  the  wall,  but  on  the  line*  where  they  have 
set  it  back  it  looks  to  me  as  near  as  it  was  before. 
I  asked  a  man  there,  and  he  said  it  was  eighteen 
inches,  and  not  eleven,  as  it  was  before.  We  very 
•wefl  know  that  they  had  a  permit  from  the  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, but  they  came  in*  here  for  permission  to  lo- 
cate a  stable,  and  intimated  to  us  that  every- 
thing depends  upon  that.  I  certainly  so 
understood  it,  and  I  think  a  majority  of  this  Board 
did.  They  promised  to  do  certain  things;  they 
have  set  the  wall  back  eighteen  inches  on  one 
side,  but  closer  on  the  others;  they  go  on  and  put 
up  their  stable,  sixty  feet  high,  i.01%  feet  square 
or  rather  103  feet  on  the  two  sides  and  101  %  in 
front  and  rear.  If  that  is  not  slapping  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  in  the  face  I  have  yet  to  learn  what 
is.  I  certainly  think  the  character  and  dignity  of 
tliis  Board  should  be  maintained.  If  gentlemen 
come  here  and  make  certain  pi-opositions  to  this 
Board,  we  should  see  that  they  stand  to  them,  and 
we  should  not  permit'  the  City  Government  to  be 
ridden  over,  as  these  parties  are  apparently  trying 
todo^ 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman's  remarks 
show  the  propriety  of  allowing  this  matter  to  lie 
upon  the  table.  1  sav  emphatically  that  they  have 
left  six  feet  on  one  side  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall— On  which  side? 

Alderman  Poweiv-On  the  southerly  side.  They 
have  left  six  .  feet  between  the  estates,  and  they 
have  put  it  back  upon  the  line  of  Briggs  1  dace 
because  they  have  a  right  to  go  there.  Now  the 
gentleman's  remarks  show  the  necessity  of  allow- 
ing this  matter  to  lie  upon  the  table  in  order  to 
enable  every  member  to  vote  intelligently.  It 
is  very  easy  Id  ascertain  the  facts.  He  also  states 
that  the  height  of  the  building  is  60  feet.  They 
never  asked  to  build  a  building  (30  feet  high,  and 
have  never  misrepresented  anything  to  this  Hoard, 
They  stated  that  they  were  going  to  build  that 
building,  whether  they  got  permission  to  put  their 
horses  into  it  or  not.  When  it  is  completed,  gen- 
tlemen can  best  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  for  the 
interest -of  the  citizens  of  that  neighborhood  to 
allow  them  to  put  their  horses  in  there  or  not. 
That  is  all  the  reason  I  desire  to  have  the  motion 
remain  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  (to  take 
from  the  table)  was  lost,  by  a  tie  vote : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Bigelow,  Hall,  Harris, 
Stebbins,  Worthington— G. 

Mays  — Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery,  Peters, 
Power,  Prescott— 6. 

THE  COSTilON  AND  PUBLIC  G»OU:SDS. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Clark  said — 

Miv  Chairman— I  ask  the  courtesy  -of  the  Board 
"for  a  few-  minutes  to  enable  me  to  make  a  brief 
statement  about  a  matter  which  is  claiming  a  good 
deal  of  attention  at  the  present  time.  As  chairman 
of  the, Committee  on  (  ommon  and  Public  Grounds 
I  do  not  feel  willing  to  rest  longer  under  the.  im- 
putations which  have  been  made  in  the  public 
press  and  elsewhere,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
mutilate  or  destroy  Boston  Common  by  running 
streets  through  it  from  the  South  and  West  ends. 
I  hoped  to  be  able  to  submit  a  report  from  the 
committee  tuil'  af tenmoi. .  but  other  mutters  have 
interfered  to  prevent  them  from  considering  the 
subject  as  fully  as  they  desired.  I  may  be  permit- 
ted, therefore,  to  say,  in  advance  of  the  report, 
that  no  member  of  the  committee  is  in  favor  of 
extending  Columbus  avenue,  or  Commonwealth 
avenue,  or  Joy  street,  or  any  other  avenue  or 
street  across  the  Common  o*r  the  Public  Gar- 
den. So  far,  then,  as  the  members  of  the 
committee  having  the  care  and  custody  of 
public  grounds  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  rumor  that  the 
Common  is  to  be  cut  up.  The  committtee 
are  as  conservative  in  their  views  in  regard  to  en- 
croachments upon  the  Common  and  u  ill  guard  the 
grounds  as  jealously  as  any  intelligent  citizen  can 
desire.  In  the  estimates  for  the  present  financial 
year,  which  were  made  up  in  February  last,  an 
item  of  .§10,000  was  inserted  for  providing  a  hand- 
some curbstone  to  replace  the  iron  fence  removed 
from  the  Tremont-strePtmall.  Flans  for  that  curb- 
stone are  now  being  prepared,  and  as  soon  as  they 
are  ready,  the  committee  will  ask  permission  of 
the  City  Council  to  have  it  set  up.  I  think  no  citi- 
zen will  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  is  done  when  the  plans  now  in 
■contemplation   are  carried  out.     But   before  any 
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action  is  taken,  the  City  Council  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  pass  upon  the  matter,  with  all  the 
1  Jans  and  estimates  before  them  And  now  a  word 
in  regard  to  the  concrete,  which,  it  is  said,  has  de- 
stroyed a  number  of  trees  at  the  corner  of  Park 
street.  The  purpose  in  covering  the  ground  with 
it  at  that  point  was,  of  course,  to  serve  the  public 
convenience.  The  grade  is  such  that  loose  earth 
cannot  be  kept  in  place.  At  every  shower  the  top 
gravel  was  swept  away  into  the  gutters  and  cess- 
pools, leaving  the  hard  and  unsightly  foundation 
exposed.  That  foundation  had  been 'hardened  by 
the  immense  amount  of  travel  over  it  so  that  it 
was  nearly  as  impervious  to  water  as  the  concrete. 
The  trees  had  begun  to  decay  quite  rapidly,  not 
only  at  the  corner  of  Park  street,  but  all  along  the 
easterly  line  of  the  Tremont-street  mall,  long  be- 
fore any  concrete  had  been  placed  on  the  paths. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  use  of  concrete 
at  the  corner  of  Park  street  has  not  hastened  the 
destruction  of  three  or  four  of  the  trees  at 
that  point.  But  it  has  only  hastened,  it  has 
not  caused,  their  destruction.  The  outer  row 
of  trees  along  the  whole  length  of  the  mall 
are  decaying,  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  the 
roots  on  one  side  were  cut  off  when  the 
foundation  for  the  iron  fence  was  put  in,  partly  to 
the  fact  that  some  thirty  years  ago  the  mall  was 
dug  up  and  ashes  put  in  in  place  of  loam,  and 
partly  to  the  fact  that  the  paths  have  been  worn 
so  hard  by  the  constant  travel  that  but  very  little 
moisture  can  penetrate  to  the  roots.  An  attempt 
is  being  made  to  hold  the  present  committee  re- 
sponsible for  the  decay  of  these  trees,  when  the 
action  which  really  caused  their  decay  was  taken 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  For  one  I  regret  that 
the  concrete  was  put  down  at  the  corner  of  Park 
street.  I  think  we  made  a  mistake  in  putting  it 
down  there.  For  that  mistake  I  am  as  much  re- 
sponsible as  any  one ;  and  I  am  ready  to  do  what  I 
can  to  repair  it.  Last  fall  the  committee  (the  com- 
mittee of  1873.  not  the  present  one)  gave  a  hearing 
on  the  subject  of  preserving  the  trees  on  the  Com- 
mon. Mr.  George  B.  Emerson  and  Mr.  Francis 
l'arkman  came  before  the  committee,  and  made 
some  very  interesting  statements  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Parkman  stated  thatasphalt  was  not  injurious 
to  trees  or  plants  if  it  did  not  keep  the  water  from 
them.  The  roots  of  the  elm  tree  extend  over  a 
very  large  space,  running  very  near  the  surface  of 
the  earth,  and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  ground 
open  to  a  considerable  extent  to  enable  the  roots 
to  pump  the  moisture  from  the  soil.  How  to  do 
this  on  such  a  place  as  the  Tremont-street  mall, 
and  at  the  same  time  furnish  suitable  facilities 
for  the  public  travel,  is  a  difficult  problem. 
Mr.  Emerson  made  a  suggestion  which  im- 
pressed the  committee  very  favorably,  and 
the  Superintendent  was  instructed  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  committee  this  year  to 
prepare  a  plan  and  procure  estimates  for  carrying 
out  the  suggestion.  If  the  public  will  only  have  a 
little  patience,  I  think  the  committee  will  be  able 
to  meet  all  reasonable  expectations  in  regard  to 
care  of  the  grounds  and  the  preservation  of  the 
trees.  The  committee  did  not  receive  authority 
until  about  three  weeks  sgoto  expend  any  portion 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  present  financial  year, 
anil  they  have  not,  therefore,  had  time  to  mature 
the  plans  for  the  season.  I  trust  this  brief  expla- 
nation will  allay  the  irritation  which  has  been 
caused  by  a  misunderstanding  of  the  subject. 

That,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  plain  statement  of 
facts.  It  is  due  to  the  citizens  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  of  Aldermen,  inasmuch  as  it 
has  gone  abroad  that  it  was  the  intention  of  this 


Government  to  cut  the  Common  up  into  streets 
and  avenues,  and,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares,  I  wish  to 
state  publicly  here  that  no  single  member 
of  the  committee  would  for  a  single  mo- 
ment entertain  the  idea  of  extending  any 
street  or  avenue  across  the  Common.  It  has  been 
their  intention  to  place  a  suitable  curbing  in  place 
of  the  fence  that  was  taken  away  last  fall  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  Tremont  street  the  width 
of  the  old  sidewalk..  Plans  are  in  prep- 
aration, and  when  they  are  ready  they 
will  be  exhibited  to  this  City  Council, 
and  permission  will  be  asked  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  make  an  expenditure  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  down  a  firm  and  substantial  fence  of 
some  kind  or  other— probably  of  stone.  I  make 
this  statement  in  justification  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  because  it  has  seemed  to 
me  that  the  idea  prevails  that  the  trees  will  all  be 
cut  down  and  the  Common  laid  out  into  streets. 

Alderman  Harris— I  would  ask  the  Alderman  to 
give  a  short  history  of  what  induced  the  City 
Government  to  take  down  that  fence  last  year  and 
leave  the  ground  barren  and  desolate. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  state  that  the  reason 
for  taking  up  that  sidewalk  was  that  the  City 
Council  honestly  believed  that  public  necessity- 
demanded  it  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
the  street.  That  sidewalk  had  been  of  no 
use  for  many  years,  inasmuch  as  people 
used  the  mall  in  summer,  and  in  winter  it 
was  covered  with  snow  and  ice.  By  taking  up 
that  sidewalk  we  gave  to  the  immense  travel 
there  a  new  roadway,  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
the  Charlestown  District  has  ever  had  occasion  to 
drive  through  there  since  it  was  done,  he  will,  with 
many  thousands  of  citizens  of  Boston,  say  it  was  a 
magnificent  improvement.  The  fence  was  taken 
away,  and  it  was  thought  by  the  Government  that 
a  curbing  would  be  more  appropriate  and 
would  look  a  great  deal  better  and  be  a  great  im- 
provement upon  the  fence  that  has  been  there  for 
so  long  a  time.  Indeed,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
it  would  be  an  improvement  to  take  down  the 
fence  all  round  the  Common.  The  sidewalk  was 
taken  up  to  increase  the  width  of  the  street,  and  I 
believe  that  so  far  as  the  taking  up  of  that 
sidewalk  is  concerned,  it  has  been  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  have  been  a  good  improve- 
ment. It  was  too  late  in  the  fall  when  the  work 
was  done  to  put  a  curb  down,  and  it  has  only  been 
a  short  time  since  the  Appropriation  bill  was 
passed  and  we  have  got  the  right  to  spend 
a  dollar  in  caring  for  the  Common  and 
public  grounds.  If  any  citizens  of  Boston 
will  take  the  trouble  to  go  out  upon  the  Common, 
they  will  see  that  tree  after  tree  has  been  dying 
there  for  ten  years,  where  not  a  particle  of  asphalt 
has  been  laid.  It  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  dig- 
ging up  of  the  loam  about  the  roots  and  the  put- 
ting in  of  ashes  that  has  hastened  their  death. 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  ask  whether  any  of 
those  gentlemen  who  now  express  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction were  remonstrants  against  the  wid- 
ening of  that  street. 

.  Alderman  Clark— I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
My  impression  is  that  there  were  very,  ver>  few 
remonstrants  against  the  widening  of  that  street. 
I  have  heard  a  great  many  people  say  that  the 
widening  was  a  veiy  judicious  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  I  believe  that  it  has 
given  very  general  satisfaction. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight 
o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

•      MAY    38,    1874. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Fred  0.  Clark,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Mercer  street,  Ward  12. 

Jerry  Lehan,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing near  an  adjoining  building  without  an  inter- 
vening wall. 

To  the  Committer  oh  Bathina.  J.  P.  Fenno  & 
Co.  et  al.,  that  a  bath  house  for  females  be  fur- 
nished within  the  Ninth  Police  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Coleman  Cook  et 
al.,  for  an  increase  of  the  police  force  at  East  Bos- 
ton,  especially  in  vicinity  bf  the  public  school 
houses. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  -part  of  the 
Board.  W.  R.  Clark,  tor  leave  to  construct  the 
cellars  of  ten  stores  on  Broad  street  at  head  of 
Foster's  wharf,  one  foot  below  grade. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Kyan  et  al., 
that  the  sidewalks  of  Sixth  street,  between  D  and 
E  streets,  be  laid. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Charles  G.  Chase, 
for  a  sewer  to  drain  estate  at  corner  of  High  and 
Hartford  streets. 

•  Order  to  pay  bill  of  L.  B.  Heustis,  police  officer, 
$41,  for  extra  services.  Read  twice  and  passed, 
and  subsequently  reconsidered  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Police. 

SUFFOLK  JAIL. 

Requisition  from  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  for 

.^2550,  for  expenses  incurred  at  Suifolk  Jail.  Ap- 
proved and  ordered  paid. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

On  petition  of  Robert  Bishop,  for  leave  to  locate 
steam  engine  on  Tudor  street,  between  D  and  E, 
an  order  of  novice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  June  15,  at  4  P.  M. 


'  HE  MYSTIC  RIVER  CORPORATION. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed 
to  attend  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Mystic 
River  Corporation,  and  lie  is  heieby  authorized  to 
act  for  the  city  of  Boston  at  said  meeting,  and  to 
represent  the  city's  interest  in  said  corporation. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  removal  of  tile  present 
draw  of  the  Broadway  Bridge  over  Fort  Point 
Channel,  and  for  the  building  of  a  new  draw  with 
suitable  foundations,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  proposed  by  the  City  Engineer; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to'  the  loan  heretofore 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Board  then  proceeded,  with  the  Mayor  and 
City  Clerk  to  the  Common  Council  chamber  for 


journed  to  Tuesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 


Proceedings  of    the    Joint   Convention, 

MAY    28,    1874. 


A  joint  convention  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
(ioveininent  was  held  at  a  quarter  past  8  o'clock 
P.  M.,  Mayor  Cobb  presiding,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  City  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  financial 
year. 

The  Mayor  appointed  Alderman  Power  and 
Councilman  Denny  of  Ward  9  and  Kent  of  Ward 
21  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes '. ...  60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Frederic  U.  Tracy  had 5!i 

Scattering 5 

and  Mr.  Tracy  was  declared  elected. 

The  convention  then  dissolved. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    2S,    1874. 


The  regular  v.eeklv  mee'ing  was  held  at  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  proposing-  a  joint  convention  for  quarter 
past  eight  o'clock  this  evening  for  choice  of  City 
Treasurer.    The  Council  concurred. 

Petitions  of  W.  C.  Reed,  Company  E,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, "W.  E.  Jarvis  et  al.,  were  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Petitions  of  Edward  Austin  ci  iO.  and  "William 
Gray  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the  asphalt  from 
the  Common,  and  that  no  further  enroachment  be 
made  thereon,  came  down  for  reference  to  the 
■  rciinl  ( 'in ii  i    i   mi  (  . .  ii  i  mi  ii  i  and  Public  <  liwiunls. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  should  like  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  upon  that  subject. 
I  shall,  of  course,  concur  in  the  proposed  refer-' 
ence  of  the  petition,  but  as  the  community  is  con- 
siderably excited  at  the  present  time  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Common,  I  shall  take  this  occasion, 
which  is  the  only  proper  one  I  shall  have,  to  speak 
upon  this  topic.  I  have  not  before  me  the  report 
of  the  doings  in  the  other  branch,  but  I  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  re- 
marks cf  Alderman  Clark,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Giounds, 
and  I  wish  to  say  here  that  I  heartily' 
concur  in  the  statements  which  he  then 
made.  I  desire  to  say  it  now,  in  order  that 
it  may  go  before  the  public  as  the  firm  convictions 
of  that  committee,  I  have  not  the  honor  to  be  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
branch,  but  I  know  he  concurs  with  these  re- 
marks, and  that  the  remarks  made  by  Alderman 
Clark  are  entirely  correct  in  this  particular  and 
are  concurred  m  by  the  committee.  The  public 
press  seems  to  have  taken  upon  itself  a  line  of 
censure,  as  it  may  be  called,  upon  the  Committee 
on  Common.  I  will  not  say  the  entire  press,  hut  a 
considerable  portion  of  it.  Now,  sir,  I  want  to  say 
that  the  press,  or  rather  that  portion  which  has 
taken  upon  itself  this  course  of  censure,  has  done 
so  without  a  know  ledge  of  the  facts.  It  has  stated 
and  spread  broadcast  lief  ore  the  community  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  parties  connected  with  the 
City  Government  to  make  innovations  upon  the 
Common,  such  as  crossing  it  with  streets— almost 
like  a  proposition  to  sell  the  Common  for  house 
lots  and  busine  s  purposes.  Now,  sir,  in  behalf  of 
that  committee,  I,  being  one  of  its  humblest  mem- 
bers, desire  to  say  that  no  such  proposition  has 
ever  been  brought  before  that  committee,  or  has 
ever  been  entertained  by  them,  and  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  no  such  idea  will  ever  be  enter- 
tained by"  the  present  members  of  that  committee. 
"Without  any  instructions  from  that  committee,  I 
think  I  can,  with  confidence,  say  that  they  nave 
no  idea,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  of  allowing 
any  innovations  upon  the  Common  such  as  have 
been  alluded  to  in  some  portion  of  the  public 
press.    For  several  weeks  the  committee  have  had 


Common  and  within  a  lew  days  they  have  come  i__ 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  better,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  take  up  the  asphalt  which  has  been 
placed  upon  the  Common  within  a  few  years — not 
that  they  believe  the  asphalt  has  been  detrimental 
to  the  Common,  or  that  it  has  been  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  trees,  for  the  pres- 
ent committee  have  never  entertained  such  an 
idea.  Upon  an  inspection  of  the  Common,  which 
a  portion  of  the  committee  were  allowed  to  make 
within  three  or  four  days,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  a  much  larger  number  of  trees  have  died  out- 
side of  the  asphalt  than  there  has  of  those  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  asphalt.  Nevertheless,  that 
portion  of  the  asphi.lt  which  is  very  near  to 
Park  street  is  now  in  process  of  being  taken  up. 
I  desire  to  say  in  behalf  of  the  committee — with- 
out any  authority,  but  merely  repeating  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  entire  sentiment  of  the  commit- 
tee—that  a  proposition  to  make  an  innovation, 
in  any  particular,  upon  the  Common,  is  without 
any  desire  on  their  part.  Some  considerable  time 
ago,  the  proposition  came  before  the  committee 
to  widen  Treiiiotit  street  so  far  as  the  Common  is 
concerned.    They  discussed  the   project  and  pro- 


posed a  plan  for  the  widening— not  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  but  for  the  purpose  of  placing  upon 
the  line  of  the  Common  on  Tremont  street  a  curb- 
stone which  would  not  only  beautify  the  Common 
but  would  be  an  entire  protection  to  it.  All  I  now 
ask  in  behalf  of  that  committee  is,  that  until  a 
fair  report  is  made  on  the  subject,  the  public  shall 
not  come  to  any  conclusion.  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  desire  of  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  can 
within  the  line  of  their  duty,  to  beautify  the 'Com- 
mon and  make  it  convenient  and  axtraetive  for 
the  inhabitants  and  conducive  to  the  public  good 
generally.  Matters  have  been  referred  to  in  the 
public  press,  with  regard  to  the  cutting  down  of 
the  Paddock  elms;  but  I  believe  nothing  has  been 
done  in  that  which  will  be  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  When  the  plans  which  the 
committee  have  in  contemplation  shall  have  been 
properly  brought  before  the  public,  I  believe  they 
will,  almost  without  exception,  be  accepted  as 
proper  and  right.  I  make  these  remarks  in  a  des- 
ultory manner,  without  any  preparation  what- 
ever, having  been  unexpectedly  called  upon  to 
speak  at  the  present  time.  All  I  shall  ask  is  that 
the  public  press  will  staie  that  the  Committee  on 
Common  have  the  best  wishes  of  the  city  as 
much  at  heart  as  the  public  could  reasonably  ask 
of  them.  I  think  t  hat  when  the  plans,  which  are 
now  being  made  by  the  City  Surveyor,  are  ma- 
tured, they  will  meet  the  approbation'  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  committee  are  at  work  upon  this  matter; 
they  are  not  insensible  to  the  remarks  which  have 
been  made,  but  they  believe  that  many  penny-a- 
liners  have  written  that  of  which  they  knew  noth- 
ing, and  which  they  would  not  have  written  if 
they  had  consulted  with  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  "Ward  16— Are  we  to  understand 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  re- 
move the  asphalt  from  all  the  walks  on  the  Com- 
mon? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— So  far  as  I  am  informed, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  take  the  as- 
phalt from  that  portion  of  the  Common  where  it 
is  complained  of.  With  regard  to  the  walks  not 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Park-street  Church, 
it  is  not  the  committees  intention,  at  present,  to 
remove  the  asphalt  from  them,  as  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  complaint  whatever.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  take  occasion  to  walk  upon  the  Common, 
he  will  see  how  far  the  committee  have  had  the  as- 
phalt taken  up.  It  has  been  taken  up  where  com- 
plaint has  been  made. 

The  petitions  were  referred,  in  concurrence,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer  with  the  Dor- 
chester Trust  Funds.    Referred  to  Committee  on 
Treasury  Department. 
The  order  passed  at  the  last   meeting,   authoriz- 


13,  14, 15  and  16,  and  to  cover  the  expense  of  mak- 
ing surveys  for  the  extension  of  the  water  works 
ill  Wards  17  ami  111,  came  down,  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee.    The  Council  "(incurred. 

An  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  not  exceed- 
ing .i?25,iiilll,  from  the  Reserved  Fund,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  foi  a  hospital  for  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases,  came  down  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee.  The  question  was  on  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  cannot  object  to  the  ref- 
erence, but,  sir,  I  do  not  know  from  what  source 
the  order  proceeds.  I  suppose  we  have  public 
buildings  enough  in  the  city  of  Boston  from  which 
to  select  one  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  diseases. 
I  suppose  that  a  building  suitable  for  that  purpose 
had  been  secured  by  the  recent  annexation — per- 
haps it  would  not  be  best  for  me  to  state  where;  I 
should  be  glad,  however,  to  know  from  what 
source  the  report  comes,  because  I  am  opposed  to 
the  purchase  of  any  new  site  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital. 

At  this  point  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  entered 
the  Council  chandler  and  a  joint  convention  was 
belli.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  convention  Mr. 
Shaw  continued  his  remarks. 

When  we  were  interrupted  in  our  meditations  by 
the  entrance  of  the  august  body,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  I  was  about  to  make  an  inquiry  as 
to  where  this  proposition  comes  from.  The  order 
authorizes  a  "transfer  of  not  exceeding 
se_'5,0()0  from  the  Reserved  Fund  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases."  What  I  desire  to  know  is 
this:  m  the  first  place,  what- is  the  necessity  fortius 

purchase?  and,  in  the  second  place,  whether  we 
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are  not  able  to  provide  conveniences  for  such  a 
hospital  in  the  buildings  alreadv  owned  and  un- 
occupied by  the  city.  I  should  be  very  glad,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  instructed  and  informed,  to 
hear  from  the  committee  who  made  this  report. 
1  suppose  it  is  from  some  committee  and  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  their  reasons.  If  their  rea- 
sons are  proper  and  right  I  should  be  very  happy 
to  concur  in  them. 

The  President — It  appears  by  the  papers  that 
there  was  a  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Health  to  the  City  Council  on  the  subject  of  a 
smallpox  hospital,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health,  who  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  the  order  which  has  been 
read. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  that  is  a  joi  it  commit- 
tee, I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  members  on 
the  part  of  this  branch  what  are  their  reasons  for 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— As  ihe  Chair  has  already 
stated,  this  order  conies  from  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health.  The  city,  today,  is  in  possession  of  a 
building  in  every  way  adapted  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital—I  refer  to  the  old  Kox.ury  Almshouse  on 
iMarcella  street.  But  it  occupies  a  territory  which 
is  much  beyond  the  value  required  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  sticii  a  hospital,  liping  worth  not  far  from 
sino.niH)  to  Sloiumo.  It  is  proposed  to  obtain  leave, 
at  an  expense  of  £25,000,  to  procure  a  site  for  a 
hospital,  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some 
addition  to  that  sum,  bv  the  cost  of  the 
building;  but  in  all  probability  S25.000  w;U 
cover  both.  It  is  well  known  under  what 
circumstances  the  Marcella  street  Hospital 
was  taken  two  years  ago.  It  was  deemed  the  only- 
available  place  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  has 
been,  since  then,  and  is  r.ow,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Board  of  Health.  Various  petitions  have  been 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  press- 
ure upon  the  present  Mayor  and  City  Government 
has  been  very  great  for  The  removal  of  the  hos- 
pital from  that  locality,  that  residents  may  be 
relieved  from  having  a  pest  house  in  their 
vicinity.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  order. 
Another  is  that  theCitvCoun.il  should  not  occu- 
py a  site  worth  Siiiiumn  or  si.-,o.nnii  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, when  one  may  be  procured  for  sl'5,000.  There 
may  be  buildings  now  belonging  to  the  city  which 
■would  be  proper  for  use  as  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  the  committee  would  be  glad  to  know  of 
them.  Objection  would  be  raised  against  locating 
a  smallpox  hospital  anywhere,  the  same  as  was 
raised  against  having  it  on  Marcella  street.  If  the 
committee  are  given  the  means  to  purchase  an- 
other site,  the  Marcella-street  Hospital  will  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  Have  the  Committee  on 
Health  ever  examined  the  public  buildings  nowin 
the  possession  of  the  city,  outside  of  the  proposed 
new  purchase?  I  have"  been  informed,  and  I 
think  it  is  within  my  own  knowledge,  that  there 
are  public  buildings  which  would  be  fit  for  the 
purposes  requited  by  this  order.  I  would  like  to 
ask  my  friend  from  Ward  9  how  it  is  with  regard  to 
the  Wilson's  Hotel  property  in  Brighton ;  also  with 
regard  to  the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  situatednear 
the  line  of  Maiden,  which  are  not  now  in  use.  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether  there  are  not  other  suit- 
able sites  within  the  city  of  Boston  without  mak- 
ing any  new  purchase.  I  am  opposed  to  making 
a  new  purchase  if  we  have  property  within  the 
city  which  is  fit  for  use  as  the  public  necessities 
may  require.  I  would  like  to  ask  mv  friend  from 
the  Ninth  Ward  whether  he  or  the  committee 
have  considered  the  Charlestown  Poorhouse  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  think  the  Wil- 
son's Hotel  property  has  ever  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Health,  and  it  would  not  strike 
me  as  a  favorable  locality.  As  the  gentleman  has 
stated  that  that  property  is  worth  §40,000,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  well  to  take  it,  when  another 
could  be  obtained  for  $25,000.  I  think  the  Charles- 
town  Poorhouse  has  been  mentioned,  and  the 
committee  visited  one  building  in  that  district. 
There  are  strong  objections  and  prejudices 
against  locating  the  hospital  there.  If  the  site 
should  be  found,  it  would  be  difficult  of  ac- 
cess; it  would  be  better  not  to  jolt  the  pa- 
tients over  horse  railroad  tracks,  and  the 
transportation  would  be  liable  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  draws  in  the  bridges  being  open. 
The  building  I  alluded  to  has  been  occupied  as  a 
smallpox  hospital  by  Charlestown,  is  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition  and  is  not  fit  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose;  no  member  of  the  City  Government, 
after  looking  upon  it,  would  think  it  a  fit  place;  it 


would  require  a  very  considerable  degree  of  repair- 
ing or  building,  aside  from  the  impropriety  ot  the 
location,  in  the  view  of  the  committee.  I  am  not 
able  to  speak  nersonally  of  the  poorhouse  prop- 
erty, because  I  have  not  visited  it,  but  I 
understand  it  is  situated  ve?y  near  the 
city.  A  building  very  near  the  city  would 
not,  in  my  opinion,  be  suitable  for  a  small- 
pox hospital;  it  should  be  isolated  as 
much  as  possible.  The  city  has  just  purchased,  as 
a  site  for  a  home  for  the  poor,  the  Austin  farm  in 
West  Roxbury,  and  1  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  take  an  acre  of  that  property  to  locate  a  small- 
pox hospital  upon,  but  that  does  not  meet  the 
views  of  the  entire  committee,  and  the  prejudices 
of  the  people  might  be  as  great  against  locating  it 
so  near  the  home  for  the  poor,  as  chey  were  against 
the  Marcella-street  site.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
suitable  site,  and  if  any  can  be  suggested  to  the 
committee  it  will  relieve  them  from  a  diriicultv 
that  has  been  one  of  the  most  perplexing  that 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  for  many 
years.  It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year  the 
committee  recommended  a  site  in  Dorchester  at  a 
price  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  very  large  and 
which  was,  for  very  good  reasons,  rtjected  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  we  are  trying  to  re- 
lieve the  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  Marcella- 
street  Hospital  from  having  a  pest  house  near 
them,  and  we  should  be  happy,  at  any  time,  to 
hear  from  any  member  of  the  City  Government 
any  suggestion  with  reference  to  a  suital  le  site  for 
such  an  institution. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thought,  sir,  that  by  some 
manner  of  ramification  I  should  get  out  the  fact 
that  the  Committee  on  Health  propose  to  locate  a 
smallpox  hospital  upon  the  Austin  farm,  and  that 
is  just  what  1  am  opposed  to.  Here  is  a  growing- 
locality,  where  it  is  proposed  to  put  a  pest 
house. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  to  interrupt  him— 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Certainly. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  imagines 
that  by  his  shrewdness  he  has  extorted  from  me  a 
confession  that  the  committee  intend  to  locate  a 
smallpox  hospital  upon  th_'  Austin  farm,  I  do- 
not  know  that  I  signitieM  any  such  thing.  1  said 
that  I,  'myself,  thought  the  spot  might  be  a  suit- 
able one,  but  that  there  were  the  same  objections 
to  locating  it  there  that  there  were  to  the  Mar- 
cella-street site. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  will  allow  me  to  add  one  word,  I  will  state 
that  the  committee  do  not  intend  to  locate  a 
smallpox  hospital  on  the  Austin  farm. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  glad  to  hear  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  that  1  imagine  I  ex- 
torted a  statement  from  him.  1  extorted  nothing, 
x  only  asked  a  question  in  a  parliamentary  man- 
ner, and  I  always  propose  to  have  an  answer  to 
every  right  and  proper  question  for  information. 
INow  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  is  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  provide  a  new  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
by  purchase.  Will  the  Committee  on  Health 
state  why  they  cannot  locate  it  upon  one  of  the 
islands  in  the  harbor?  Will  they  state  why  it  is 
necessary  to  locate  it  in  the  heart  of  a  growing 
community  such  as  that  which  has  been  inti- 
mated ?  I  shall  undertake  to  s  how  that  there  are 
not  ten  members  of  this  City  Council,  in  its  aggre- 
gate capacity,  who  are  willing  to  take  the  Austin 
farm  for  such  a  purpose,  or  to  erect  thereon  a 
poorhouse  at  an  expense  of  $550,000,  according  to 
plans  which  are  now  lying  in  the  room  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  There  are  not  ten  members 
of  the  City  Council  who  will  vote  for  such  a  prop- 
osition. And  now  it  is  proposed  that  a  smallpox 
hospiial  may  be  located  in  that  growing  district, 
in  that  beautiful  place,  upon  that  territory  conse- 
crated bv  Cod  and  nature  for  hotter  purposes. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward'.)— 1  thought  I  answered  the 
gentleman's  inquiries  clearly  in  the  firct  place, 
and  I  certainly  so  intended.  Why  the  gentleman 
protests  in  trying  to  create  a  prejudice  against 
this  order  by  saying  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
committee  to  locate  a  smallpox  hospital  on  the 
Austin  farm,  after  the  explicit  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  I  cannot  understand 

Mr.  Perkins  c  f  Ward  16— If  there  is  anything 
that  I  have  labored  hard  to  do,  in  the  small  parti 
have  taken  since  my  connection  with  (he  City 
Government,  it  is  to  secure  the  settlement  of  this 
vexed  question.  I  have  hoped  that  we  might  be 
able  to  settle  it  for  many  years  to  come.  I  wi-h  to 
state  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  and  other  members  of  the  Council,  that 
the    committee    confidently    expect    to    be    able 
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to  furnish  the  city  of  Boston  with  a  small- 
pox hospital,  that  will  hi;  suitable  for  the  purpose 
for  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years,  at  an  expense, 
including  land  an.l  buddings,  not  to  exceed  §15,- 
000.  We"  thought  it  better  to  call  for  au  appropri- 
ation of  $25,000,  but  it  is  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  the  Committee  on  Health 
that  we  shall  not  appropriate  the  whole  of  that 
sum  tor  the  purpose  named. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the.  Joint  Committee 
on  Health,  in  concurrence. 

A  certificate  was  received  of  the  election,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Alfred  T.  Tur- 
ner as  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the  current  year. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  Messrs. 
Dean  of  Ward  12,  West  of  Ward  16,  and  Daeey  of 
Ward  20  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes . . .  53 

Necessary  to  choice '27 

Alfred  T.  Turner 51) 

Scattering . . .  3 

And  Mr.  Turner  was  declared, elected, in  eoncur- 

The  order,  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  concern- 
ing the  raising  of  the  grade  of  territory  bounded 
by  Hampden,"  Swett,  Gerard  and  other  streets, 
came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Northampton-street  District.  Tire 
Council  concurred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  Mahady,  to  he  paid  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  detect  in  Chardon 
street,  and  Charles  B.  Shute,  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages received  by  his  buggy,  upou  Charleston  Neck 
on  Match  5.   Severally  accepted,  iu  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  build. 
viz.:  1.  To  Silas  Pierce  &  Co.,  east  of  .Mercantile 
street;  2.  To  Gilman  ec  Cheney,  Medford  street; 
:;.  Tu  ,Mar\  A.  (oek.  Michigan  avenue;  i.  To 
Charles  Citirhr,  Washington  street.  Ward  10;  5. 
Maynard  &  Rice,  Western  avenue,  Ward  10.  The 
order-  VVI  re  severally  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  )  mi  chase  of  a  lot  of  land 
in  rear  of  Lowell  Sehoolhouse,  Centre  street,  of 
John  Johnson,  containing  toon  square  feet,  at  not 
exceeding  $5000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

(  inter  an:  In  Hazing  the  furnishing  of  a  suitable 
room  in  the  Girls'  High  Sehoolhouse,  West  Nt  w- 
ton  street,  for  the  drawing  classes.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  ami  Hats  to  be 
hired  of  Samuel  Leeds,  at  the  southerly  cud  of  J, 
street,  for  three  war-,  tor  tie  purposes  .of  a  bath- 
house.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  au.th.dli  tag  §1500  to  be  expended  for  bird 
houses  for  public  grounds. 

The  question  was  ok  giving  the  order  a  second 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  IT— I  move  that  this  order- 
he  laid    upon   the    table.    1   think    there  is  some 

question  a.-  to  lire  expediency  of  locating  those 
bird  houses  upon  '  lie  trees.  1  do  not  object  to  the 
houses  for  'lie  biid-,  Inn  it  is  the   opinion  of  .some 
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City  Government,  and  tic  l.egi-latiire  and 
the    proprietors    of    city    hotels,  and    provision 

dealers,   all    flaying    bint-  ot    ei     ry  de-ci   | a 

all  seasons  of  the  yoav ;  whenlsee  this  going  on 
and  know  that  it fmtghl  I ,e  si opp.1  o  at  in  expense 
of  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  we  might  scenic  an 
hundred  fold  more  birds  than  we  now  haw,  I  feel 
that  it  would  he  absurd  to  make  an  appi  opiiatiou 
of  .In  -oil.  V.  e  all  know  tin'  pugui  city  of  the 
M, airow>,  but  they  are  very  agreeable  and  useful 
little  bird-,  and  i  .- h.  mid  be  wry  sorry  not  to  foster 
them  in  every  po.-sihle  way.   kill  there  is  au  entirely 

unnecessary  hunVbei  of 'these  bird  bouses  now. 

The    bitus    do  not    no  essarily  build  with    but,   one 


pair  iu  each  box.  There  are  many  boxes  on  the 
Common  now  wdtich  are  not  filled,  and  if  more 
are  required  on  tlie  public  grounds  the  emp- 
ty ones  on  the  Common  might  be  removed 
and  placed  in  new  quarters  where  they  are 
needed.  I  think  the  sparrows  are  sufficiently  intel- 
ligent to  find  irew  places  all  over  the  city.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  provide  houses  for  them ;  we  have 
more  than  we  need  already.  I  would  like  to  see,  a 
few  more  of  those  birds  which  the  sparrows  are 
continually  driving  oil,  such  as  the  bluebird  and' 
robin.  As  it  is  now  the  sparrow  monopolizes  the 
Common. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  0— I  would  state  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
that  the  Council  passed  an  appropriation  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  bird  houses  on  the  Common. 
I  would  also-State  that  there  are  now  applications 
for  these  bird  house.-,  from  all  sections  of  the  city 
that  we  cannot  supply.  It  is  only  within  a  davor 
two  that  the  Alderman  from  W.ard  1  stated 
that  many  were  needed  there..  I  find  a 
great  demand  for  more  of  them  in  my  ward, 
and  1  am  told  by  gentlemen  in  my  n  ighborhood 
that  when  the  houses  are  put  up  in  the  morning 
they  are  occupied  before  night.  I  think  there  is 
no  more  judicious  expendituie  we  make  than  this. 
The  sum  of  siaOO  is  only  three-iourths  of  what  we 
appropriated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  it 
must  be  known  that  this  is  the  sea.  on  of  the  year 
when  the  houses  come  into  use.  I  think  that  if  the 
gentleman  will  make  inquiries  he  will  find  the 
bird  houses  are  very  useful. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  ti— I  wish  to  say  that  I  have 
felt  very  much  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
with  regard  to  the  bird  houses  on  the  Common, 
but  I  would  suggest  that,  if  the  committee  are 
going  to  have  a  large  supply,  they  will  change  the 
pattern.  I  think  tire  religious  wants  of  the  birds 
on  the  Common  are  entirely  supplied  and  another 
pattern  is  required.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
vary  the  style  of  architecture  and  abandon  the 
present  meeing-lK.use  design. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  U— The  committee  would  he 
glad  to  see  plans  proposed  for  better  ones,  than  we 
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.  Wuloutt  of  Ward  17—1  desire  to  say  that  my 
cioii  is  not  to  the  bird  houses,  but  to  locating 
on  the  trees.  I  believe  they  injure  the  bark, 
[  think  1  shall  show  that  they  are  a  permanent 
y  to  the  trees. 

.  Muiot  of  Ward  17— I  have  not  the  slightest 
t  but  that  the    members   of   the  committee 

cd  lor  the  appropi  ia  ion  ol    that,    S2000, 1    am 
mely  sorry  lor  it.     Wi,h  regard  to  the  breed- 
i   begin  to  lay 


art  of    Mar< 
iod  in  May,  i 


■  little  expense.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
id,  there  is  already  sufficient  opportunity  for 
rion  on  the  Common.  I  cannot  withdraw  my 
■ctioii  to  the  order, 
r.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  1' resident— 
te  l'residont-The  ten  minutes  allowed  by  the 
for  debate  on  the  motion  to  layupon  the 'table 

ie  question  on  laving  the  order  on  the  table 
pu  ,  and  declined'  carried.  Mr.  Wilbur  of 
•d'J  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  divided 
t  lie  motion  was  lost, — 15  lor,  25  against— and 
question  recurred  on  giving  the  order  a sec- 

r.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  happen  to  be  a  member 
he  Committee  on  Common,  and  although  not 
rman  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  it  may  be 
icr  that  I  should  say  a  word.  If,  as  my  friend 
i  Waul  17  states,  In',  voted  for  this  appropria- 
tuiil  is  sorry  lor  it,   I   have  no  objection  to  hie 


mly  remind  him  of  the  situation  of  the  Old  South 
Jhurch.  He  is  one  of  those  who  believe  in  ke.ep- 
ng  the  (lid  South  as  it  is.  1  am  not,  going  to  disa- 
gree   with   him    on   that,  but,  when  he  talks  of  re- 


evory  time  he  hears  the  chirping  of   those   beauti- 
ful sparrows  as  ho  crosses   the  Common?    And 
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now,  when  the -Committee  on  Common  have  asked 
.for  an  appropriation  which  will  enable  them  to 
renew  the  bird  cages,  which  are  destroyed  every 
winter,  upon  the  Common  and  the  squares  in  the 
ou :lv ina:  districts  of  the  city,— in  the  Highlands. 
Bunker  Hill,  East  Boston,  in  West  Roxbury— all  I 
ask  is  that  lie  will  for  a  moment  consider  the  propo- 
sition that  those  birds  shall  have  proper  houses 
within  which  to  copulate,  to  do  that  which  nature 
requires  them  to  do  to  propagate  their  species,  in 
order  that  they  may  still  charm  us  with  ■  their 
music,  and  that  they'may  year  after  year  greatly 
enlarge  their  numbers.  I  am  surprised  that  my 
worthy  friend  here  in  front  (Mr.  Willcutt)  and 
my  friend  on  my  left  (Mr.  Minot),  from  the  Green 
Garden  District),  or  anybody  else  from  that  or 
.any  other  part  of  the  city,  shall  oppose 
-this  ordinary  expenditure.  The  City  Coun- 
cil, without "  a  dissenting  voice,  appropriated 
$2(100  for  this  purpose  and  the  committee  have 
recommended  the  expenditure  of  $1500.  Whether 
or  not  it  is  too  much  is  a  matter  to  be  determined . 
I  can  assure  the  Council  that  the  committee  will 
expend  no  more  money  than  is  required.  I  am 
not  intrusted  with  it,  not  being  chairman  on  the 
part  of  this  branch,  but  it  seems  to  me  proper  to 
say  a  word  in  its  favor.  -It  has  been  stated  that 
people  have  applied  for  these  houses  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city.  If  they  have  sparrows  they 
'  have  a  right  to  houses  for  them,  and  it  is  proper 
that  thev  should  have  them. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  intended  to  supply  bird  houses  to  all 
individuals  who  fancy  they  should  have  them.  If 
it  is,  I  think  it,  is  rather  a  stange  use  of  the  public 
money.  We  might  as  well  supply  them  with  pin 
cushions  or  pin  money,  and  I  do  not  know  where 
we  are  going  10  stop. 

The  President— The  order  provides  that  the  bird 
houses  are  to  be  placed  on  the  Common  and  pub- 
lic grounds. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  "Ward  20—1  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  order,  by  adding  after  the  words  "Common 
and  public  grounds3  the  words  "and  in  such  other 
localities  as  the  committee  mav  deem  expedient." 

Mr.  AVilbur  of  Ward  9—1  hardly  think  there  is 
any  necessity  for  such  an  amendment.  The  com- 
mittee have  always  used  the  discretion  which  the 
gentleman  lias  proposed  in  his  amendment,  and  I 
presume  they  will  do  the  same  in  the  future.  In 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  C,  I  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  bird 
houses  had  been  placed  on  private  grounds,  but  on 
the  trees  in  the  public  squares  and  streets. 

Mi. Dacey  of  Ward  20—  Why  Ioff?redthe  amend- 
ment was  that  they  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
public  squares  of  the  city.  There  are  many  other 
places  where  the  birds  congregate.  I  am  not  ac- 
nuainted  with  the  transactions  in  the  bird  houses, 
or  with  the  midwif  ery  in  the  ease ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  all  these  objections  raised  come  from  the 
legal  gentlemen  present.  If  those  gentlemen 
would  get  up  as  early  as  the  birds  do,  trey  would 
not  be  annoyed  by  their  sweet  warbliiigs.  I 
think  ire  should  take  care  of- those  birds.  They 
are   strangers,  and   we    should   take     them   iii. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Dacey  was  lost,  and  the 
order  was  ordered  to  a  second  readirg. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $150  per  annum  for  ring- 
ing bell  of  Unitarian  church  in  Brighton,  to  denote 
the  hours  of  the  day.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  on  disposal  of  Brighton  and  Charlestown 
invested  funds.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending  passage  of  the  preamble 
and  vote  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  execute, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  certain  indentures  concerning  land  and 
other  property  given  by  David  Sears  to  said  over- 
seers, on  conditions  referred  to  therein,  and  the 
passage  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—  It  may    be    an    inadver- 


and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  what  this 
means,  and  without  some  explanation  of  it  I  shall 
be  entirely  in  the  dark. 

The  preamble  and  vote  were  read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

Petitions  of  Jerry  Leban  and  Fred.  O.  Clark 
were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  instructing  the  City  Solicitor  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mystic  River  Corpora- 
tion and  act  for  the  city.    Read  tr-.vico  and  passed. 


the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of   830110,   and  that 


8110(15  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City 
Real- trar's  Department,  to  pay  the  claim  of-  Mi- 
chael Norton  for  those  amounts.  Passed— yeas  52, 
nays  0-  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED    AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  John 
Farrina'ton  for  change  in  the  conditions  of  restric- 
tions on  land  purcha.-tu  of  the  city.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Mar- 
garet Woodard  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  the  fall  of  an  icicle.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  AVard  13— Petition  of  Rich- 
ard Leeds,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  AVard  15— Petition  of  Company 
D,  Fifth  Regiment,  for  appropriation  for  repairs 
on  armory.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

By  Mr. 'Woodward  of  AVard  13— Petition  of  AV. 
H.  S.  Frothinghani  et  al.,  for  the  continuation  of 
Pierce  avenue  to  Neponset  avenue.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

FOURTH  OF    JULY. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was 
passed  at  the  last  meeting  appropriating  $25,000 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  I 
give  notice  that  if  the  reconsideration  is  caixied 
I  shall  move  to  modify  the  sum  by  proposing 
$18,000,  -and  at  the  proper  time  I  will  state  my 
reasons  for  it.  I  have  made  that  motion ,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  proper  and  right.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  last  year  a  proposition  was  made  here 
by  the  ineui..er 'from  the  J  bird  AVard  asking  for 
an  appropriation  of  $21,000  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  g'iiitlenian  from  Hie  Sixteenth  Ward  moved 
that  the  sum  be  modified  to  $15,000,  which  was 
carried.  Reasons  were  given  for  it  at  the  time, 
and  the  actual  sum  expended  I  have  m  detail  now 
before  me,  the  figures  being  copied  from  the  Au- 
ditor's report.  The  expense  of  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July  in  1873  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  813,457  05.  Now.  sir,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
it  is  right  to  allow  a  proper  amount  for  the  cele- 
bration in  the  outlying  districts  annexed  sine;' 
the  last  Fourth  6f  July.  We  can  afford 
to  allow  them,  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  the 
sum  of  $4542  95,  and  then  come  within  the 
amount  which  I  name— $18,000.  I  do  not  think 
they  will  claim  one-half  of  that  expenditure 
and  I  do  not  think  that  they  desire  it,  but  $18,000 
will  make  this  amount  as  large  as  all  reasonable 
parties  can  request  or  desire,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  city  is  situated  at  the  present 
time.  I  think  it  will  be  a  sufficient  amount,  and 
if  we  can  save  $7000  to  the  treasury  I  think  we 
could  do  no  better  business.  I  am  as  willing  as 
any  gentleman  in  the  Council  to  do  what  is  neces- 
sary, but  I  believe  that  $18,000  is  as  large  an  ex- 
penditure as  can  reasonably  be  required,  and  if 
the  motion  for  a  reconsideration  shall  prevail  I 
shall  move  to  make  that  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  AVard  8—1  hope  this  motion 
to  reconsider  will  not  prevail.  I  have  consulted 
with  many  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Citv 
Government,  and  I  think  that  $25,000  will  be  suf- 
ficient, and  that  $18,000  will  not  be  enough.  It 
will  be  remombe-red  that  last  year  the  City  Conn- 
ed appropriated  sl5, "no  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  J.Jy.  AVe  had  no  balloon,  and  no  fire- 
works, and  a  tamer  Fourth  of  July  was  n«ver  seen 
in  Boston.  All  we  had  was  our  sailing  and  rowing 
regattas,  music,  and  entertainments  for  the  school 
children.  All  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
enjoyed  themselves,  but  the  people  had  no  enjoy- 
ment whatever.  In  1873  the  appropriation  was 
815,000:  in  1872,  822,500:  in  1S71,  8211.001);  and  in 
1870,  820.500.  Since  the  last  Fourth  of  July  we  have 
annexed  Charlestown,  AY" est  Roxbury  arid  Brigh- 
ton. In  Charlestown  particularly  the  people  are 
very  patriotic,  and  a  very  large  number  of  inhabi- 
tants and  school  children  will  have  to  be  provided 
for  this  year.  It  is  the  same  in  AVest  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  and  1  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  it  with 
less  than  825.000.  The  appropriation  for  this  cele- 
bration has  averaged  s-10,500  for  the  past  four 
years.  We  all  know  that  by  being  liberal  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  the  people  get  all  the  money 
back  again.  Large  numbers  of  people  come 
here  from  out  of  town  when  there  is  an 
attractive  programme  announced,  and  we  lose 
nothing  by  the  expenditure.  It  saves  nothing  to 
the  city  treasury  by  being  so  very  eec  nominal  on 
that  day;  by  being  liberal  we  put 'money  into  the 
people's  pockets.    AVe  know  that  the  press  teemed 


311 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


with  the  exnression  Hint  the  hist  celebration  was 
the  tamest  Fourth  of  July  we  had  had  for  many 
years.  I  hope  this  reconsideration  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— I  trust  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  bf  carried,  so  that  we  shall  have  a.  fair 
opportunity  to  debate  the  question  upon  its 
merits,  aiut  sec  what  sum  should  he  determined 
upon. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  put  and  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  doubted  the  vote,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  '  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— yeas  22, 
nays  33,  as  follows : 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Bleiler,  Boardman, 
Bracken,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Davis,  Flatlcy,  Fuller, 
(ioldthwait,  Hunnewell,  Boring,  McCarty,  Minot, 
Molev,  Perkins,  Putnam.  Shaw,  Sprague,  Thachcr, 
West,  Woods— 22. 

Nays  — Messrs.    Abbott,   Beal,   Bearce,   Butler, 


Morse,  Noyes,  Pago,  Powers,  ['ray,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Sweat,  Sweeter,  Train.  Walbridgo,  'Warren,  Wes- 
ton, Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  WilJcutt, 
Woodward— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bent,  Burgess,  Caw  ley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cud- 
worth,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Kimball,  Mooney,  Pea- 
body,  Pease,  Russell— 15. 

CONDITION  OF  WESTERLY  HALL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Health,  calling  attention  to  the  condition  of 
Westerly  Hall  in  West  Roxbury,  in  which  a  pri- 
mary school  is  now  kept  Upon  examination  it  is 
found  that  stagnant  and  filthy  water  covers  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  cellar,  that  the  school- 
room is  over-crowded  and  improperly  ventilated, 
and  the  privies  attached  defective,  and  that  some 
action  should  be  immediately  taken  prohibiting 
the  further  occupancy  of  the  "building;  in  its  pres- 
ent state,  as  a  schoolroom. 

Refeired  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  the 
order  authorizing  old  High  School  Building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street,  to 
be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany I,  First Kegiment,  and  Company'  C,  Fourth 
Battalion,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — I  move  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  striking  out  the  words  "and  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion."  I  do  this,  I  think,  with  the 
consent  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Per'dns  of  Ward  10 — As  I  was  the  member 
of  the  Council  who  moved  to  lay  this  order  upon 
the  table,  1  have  no  objection  to  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  if  I  understand  that'Com- 
pany  C  can  have  that  as  an  armory,  provided  no 
other  place  is  procured  for  them. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 — There  is  ample  room  in 
the  building  for  the  two  companies,  and  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  committee  to  place  them  both  there. 
As  we  wish  to  give  Company  I  quarters  in  that  vi- 
cinity I  think  there  can  be'no  good  reason  why 
they 'should  not  have  them  there.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  Company  C  should  not  have  quarters 
there  in  the  future,  if  they  desire  it. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed  as  amended, in  non- 
concurrence— yeas  46,  nays  0. 

ORDERS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on 

Common  and  Public  Grounds— 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for 
laying  out  and  grading  the  square  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Dartmouth  and  JCxeter 
streets,  and  fo.'  setting  a  curbstone  and  erecting 
an  ion  fence  around,  the  same;  the  expense  to.  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered  to  a  second  leading. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Warn  9,  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
the  first  of  July,  1874,  and  make  a  contract  for 
such  printing;  the  expense  thereof  not  to  exceed 
$0000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Print- 
ing. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


THE  WATER  S  UPPITY. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  to  take  up  the 
special  assignment  for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  be- 
ing the  report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sud- 
bury Biver  and  Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  city.    (City  Doc.  No.  17.) 

The  motion  was  lost. 

THE  CARE  OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  the  order  in 
reference  to  the  custody  of  city  documents  was 
passed.  That  proposition  was  carried  without 
any  discussion,  and  I  desire  to  know  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing  the  reason  for" it.  If  I 
understand  it  aright,  it  is  that  the  Committee  on 
Printing  shall  take  charge  of  all  public  documents, 
thus  ci eating  a  new  custom.  If  1  am  correctly  in- 
formed, that  committee  has.  within  itself  and  with- 
out authority  from  the  City  Council,  passed  an 
order  allowing  city  documents,  like  the  laws  and 
ordinances  audi  he  annual  Municipal  Register  to  be 
sold,  and  if,  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  I  ask  for 
a  copy  .of  that  document  besides  the  one  which  I 
get  in  the  regular  order  of  business,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  purchase  it.  That  is  the  order  which,  if 
I  am  correctly  informed,  the  honorable  committee 
have  passed,  and  if  lam  not  right,  the  members  of 
that  committee  \\  ill  correct  me.  Hence,  when  I 
have  called  for  a  document.  1  have  been  refused 
by  the  City  Messenger,  he  acting  under  the  orders 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  If  it  has  come  to 
this,  that  if  a  member  of  the  City  Government 
calls  for  a  document  he  is  hound  to"  purchase  it,  it 
seems  to  me  tint  we  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass. 
The  committee,  by  their  own  vote,  are  to  have 
the  charge  of  these  documents,  which  are  to  be 
doled  out  by  the  members  in  their  individual 
judgment,  tf  the  city  of  Boston  has  come  to  this, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  refund  to  its  treasury  the 
cost  of  priming  public  documents  which  are  pub- 
lished and  freely  distributed,  then  let  us  under- 
stand it.  I  may  be  misinformed,  but  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  get  correct  information  upon  this 
subject.  If  it.  is  proper  and  right,  and  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  city,  1  shouK  be  ready  to  withdraw  my 
motion  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  order; 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  inaugurating  an  entirely 
new  system.  After  I  had  the  honor  to  intro- 
duce an  order  here  for  the  minting  of  a  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  Sumiier  Memorial  volume, 
and  I  had  the  honor  to  see  it  pass  with  but  one 
(lis  enting  voice,  and  that  from  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  I  am  not  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  that  matter  is  to  be  managed  entirely 
by  the  Committee  on  Printing  as  may  suit  their 
individual  or  public  capacity.  In  answer  to  a  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  the  Bunker-Hill 
District,  1  stated  that  those  extra  one  thousand 
copies  should  be  distributed  among  members  of 
the  City  <  iovernment  equally,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
they  might  deem  right  and  proper.  Had  it  not 
been  for  that  I  doubt  whether  I  would  have  moved 
this  reconsideration.  I  desire  to  know,  and  it  is 
my  right  to  know,  what  is  the  intention  of  this 
honorable  committee  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  those  documents.  1  have 
been  in  the  habit,  for  many '  years,  of 
treasuring  up  the  documents  "  of  the  city 
of  Boston  as  well  as  those  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  when  1  have  asked  for  them  1  have  never  been 
refused  until  within  a  few  months.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  a  Municipal  Register  should  be  denied 
to  any  citizen  of  Boston  or  any  ol  her  public  docu- 
ment" refused  any  member  of  the  City  Government 
who  comes  here  and  gives  his  time  without  money 
and  without  price  to  the  service  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0 — As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  I  will  endeavor  to  satisfy 
the  intense  thirst  for  information  that  afflicts  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  this  evening.  I  would 
suggest  that  if  he  had  made  private  inquiry  he 
might  not  have  taken  up  so  much  time  as  he  has 
already.  It  has  been  the  custom  for  some  years 
for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  give  directions 
about  the  disposition  of  certain  public  documents, 
and  the  question  has  come  up  this  year  as  to 
what  should  be  done.  A  great  many  people  have 
called  for  the  laws  and  ordinances,  for  instance  ; 
and  the  question  was,  whether  a  copy  should  be 
given  to  everybody  who   asked  for  one.     Wheuev- 
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citizens  of  Boston,  and,  after  considerable 
discussion,  they  thought  it  would  be  desira- 
ble to  authorize  the  City  Messenger  to  sell  them 
at  cost  to  any  one  who  wished  them.  Then,  after 
investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  Committee 
on  Printing  had  nothing  to  do  with  those  docu- 
ments after  they  were  printed ;  they  had  neither 
the  right  to  sell  them  nor  give  them  away. 
There  are  several  lawyers  in  boston  who  would 
be  glad  to  pay  for  the  laws  and  ordinances,  but 
nobody  was  authorized  to  say  that  they  might  be 
sold  or  given  away  to  people  outside  of  the  City 
Government.  The  committee  looked  the  matter 
over  and  it  seemed  desirable  that  somebody 
should  have  authority  to  dispose  of  the  laws 
and  ordinances,  and  it  seemed  most  prop- 
er that  the  Committee  on  Printing  should 
take  charge  of"  the  matter,  a",  they  have 
charge  of  the  printing.  We  have  no  desire 
to  meddle  with  it  if  anybody  else  desires  to  take 
charge  of  the  documents.  The  order  provides 
that  such  documents  as  are  charged  to  the  appro- 
priations for  Printing  and  Incidentals  shall  be  in 
charge  of  the  Comrvittee  on  Printing,  and  that 
documents  charged  to  any  other  appropriations 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  such  committee. 
We  consulted  with  the  City  Clerk,  Clerk 
of  Committees,  City  Solicitor,  City  Messen- 
ger, and  from  all  the  information  we 
could  rind  it  seemed  as  though  here  was  some- 
thing that  nobody  had  charge  of,  and  it  was  desir- 
able that  somebody  shoidd.  This  order  will  put 
all  these  general  matters  into  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  all  other  matters 
coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  other  commit- 
tees should  be  charged  to  those  appropriations  for 
which  they  are  printed.  It  is  necessary  that  some- 
body should  have  charge  of  it.  People  are  contin- 
ually going  to  the  City  Messenger  and  applying  for 
documents  of  all  kinds,  and  he  wants  some  au- 
thority to  refer  to,  else  he  has  got  to  give  them 
to  everybody  who  asks  for  them.  It  seems 
hardly  reasonable  that  a  document  should  be 
give:,  to  everybody  who  has  a  whim  that  he 
would  like  to  have  one.  He  has  no  autho- 
rity even  to  give  them  away  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  some  order  or  ordi- 
nance   should    be     made     to    provide    for    the 


distribution  of  these  documents  and  as  the  order 
now  stands  it  instructs  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  report  an  ordinance.  When  such  an 
ordinance  is  reported  there  will  then  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  whether  it  is  a  thing  that  should  be 
done.  No  harm  can  be  done  by  allowing  the  sub- 
ject to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  objection,  after 
the  explanation,  to  allow  this  matter  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances;  it  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee. But  I  desire  to  make  some  inquiry  in  or- 
der that  the  Council  may  understand  what 
is  proposed.  1  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  now  that  it  is  to  prevent  outsiders  from  ob- 
taining the  documents,  without  the  consent  of 
the  committee.  That  may  be  proper  and  right, 
but  so  far  as  the  city  ordinances  are  concerned,  I 
would  like  aline  of  distinction  drawn  between  that 
book  and  the  ordinary  documents  the  city  is  pub- 


laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  provides  that 
the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  supplied  with  a  very 
large  number,  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  are  left  for  distribution  at  the 
station  houses,  so  that  every  individual  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  know  the  law.  Upon  that  same 
ground  I  claim  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  know  what  are  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  city;  they  have  a 
right  to  claim  them,  and  they  should  be 
furnished  as  freely  as  are  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  called  attention  to  this 
question  tonight,  not  that  I  desired  to  act  upon  it 
in  opposition  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  but. 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  have  the 
views  of  somebody,  and  1  suppose  they  will  frame 
an  ordinance  that  sha'l  allow  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton to  come  free  handed,  without  money  or  price, 
to  receive  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  city  in  which 
they  live  and  are  governed.  1  only  moved  this  re- 
consideration for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  it.  and  that,  they  might  be  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  therefore 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    2,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark!  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— John  McCusker. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Edwin  Y.  Brown. 

Special  Police  officers— PUineas  Pierce,  Patrick 
Howe,  Summer  street  and  its  vicinity;  Alvin  B. 
Libby,  Christian  Church,  Tyler  street';  Nathan  J. 
Cottle,  Boston  wharf;  Warren  Ewell,  Quincy 
street  and  its  vicinity,  Ward  10;  Horatio  Mann', 
Weld  Farm,  Ward  17;  Francis  T.  Bemis,  West 
street  and  its  vicinity. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Hamil- 
ton street;  in  Franklin  street  between  the  easterly 
line  of  Beacon  street  and  Charles  River,  and  in 
Bird  street  from  Baker  place  toward  Columbia 
street,  were  considered  and  there  being  no  objec- 
tion the  orders  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Comm.ittee  on  Public  Lands.  Martin 
Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
Albany  am!  Newton  streets. 

Johnson  &  Came,  for  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  build  on  Harrison  avenue  near  Newton 
street. 

To  the  Committe  on  Sewers-  Trustees  under  the 
will  of  Eben  Francis,  for  a  sewer  in  Longwood  av- 
enue. 

William  I).  Rockwood  et  al.,  that  Silver  street 
be  extended  to  E  street. 

To  the  Committee,  on  Paving.  John  McNicl  et 
al.,  that  Greenough's  lane  lie  paved. 

C.  C.  Clapp,  representing  that  by  ihe  change  of 
grade  and  streets,  his  place  of  business  on  the 
corner  of  Cornhill  and  Court  street,  has  become 
the  junction  of  several  horse  railroads,  and  the 
crowds  waiting  for  the  cars  drive  all  legitimate 
business  from  his  store,  and  he  prays  for  relief  of 
some  kind  from  the  annoyances  and  obstructions 
of  people  assembling  there  to  await  the  cars. 

M.  Judd,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  133 
and  135  Merrimac  street. 

John  F.  Kennill'e  et  nl.,  that  Athens  street  be 
graded  from  Dorchester  to  F  street. 

Nathan  Hutchins  et.  a/.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  Canal  street,  Charlestown. 

L.  A.  Bigelow,  for  leave  to  run  a  shaft  under 
Foundry  street. 

Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in' Charlestown. 

Robert  R.  Kent  et  al.,  that  Chelsea  and  Saratoga 
streets  be  put  in  order,  and  that  sidewalks  lie  laid. 

E.  C.  Millett  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  lie  laid  on 
Ashland  street  (Ward  17),  west  of  Brown  avenue, 
and  the  roadway  put  in  order. 

Union  Institution  for  Savings  et  al.,  that  Bed- 
ford street,  from  Chauncy  to  Washington  street, 
be  paved  with  wood. 

Robert  Johnson  et  al.,  that  Sixth  street  be 
paved,  from  C  to  E  street. 

James  Devine  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Eighth  street,  from  D  to  E  streets. 

C.  Blake  etal.,  that  a  portion  of  Middle  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

Margaret  Curley,  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  30  and  :ii  Ncwbern  street. 

Toth.e  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Franklin  Snow  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occu- 
py a  wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  T  wharf. 

'James  R.  Fcnnyhough,  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble lor  one  horse  on  Preble  street,  roar   of    No.  711. 

G.  Tidd.  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  rear  Garden  street. 

J.  A.  Sevey,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Quincy  street,  near  Myrtle. 

George  H.  Frost,  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
twelve  horses  on  Taylor  street,  near  Neponset  av- 
enue, Ward  10. 

M.  L.  Murry,  for  leave  to  move  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Bellevue  street. 

John  Brainard,  remonstrance  against  the  erec- 
tion and  occupancy  of  stable  by  Andrew  Littig 
on  western  side  of  Faxon  place. 


Elizabeth  Josephs  el.  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  location  of  a  stable  bv  Frank  A. Clapp  on  Mer- 
cer street,  near  Telegraph  street. 

G.  T.  W.  Brarnan,  to  build  and  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  his  own  use  on  Parker  street,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Marlborough  street. 

Heirs  of  Henry  Reed,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed erection  of  a  stable  in  Faxon  place. 

L.  K.  Allen,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Felton  place.  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Cow-in  Hire  on.  Common  intil  J'liblie 
Grounds.  Robert  C.  Waterston,  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  et  al.,  Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Amor/ 
Lowell  et.  al.,  Samuel  M.  Quincy  et  al.,  John  B. 
Babeock  et  al.,  Jennie  Collins  et  al.,  severally 
fir  the  restoration  of  tne  fence  on  Tremont- 
street  mall,  and  that  the  present  limits  of  Boston 
Common  may  not  be  further  eccioaehed  upon, 
and  the  asphaltum  be  removed  from  the  vicinity 
of  all  the  trees  on  the  Common. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  extend  the  name  of  Dudley  street 
through  Stoughton  street  to  Uphani's  Coiner,  and 
to  number  said  street  aecordingly. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  from  Samuel 
B.  Pierce  et  al.  against  the  proposed  change  of 
name,  and  Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the 
order  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
with  instructions  to  give  the  remonstrants  a  hear- 
ing. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Committee  on  Paving 
gave  this  subject  a  full  investigation.  Notice  was 
given  of  intention  to  change  the  name  of  Dudley 
street  to  Stoughton  street,  and  on  that  a  hearing 
was  given.  Then  two  weeks' notice  was  given  of 
intention  to  change  the  name  of  Stoughton  street 
to  Dudley  street,  and  there  was  a  hearing  on  that. 
The  hearings  were  fully  advertised,  and  I  think  it 
is  hardly  worth  while  for  the  committee  to  visit 
the  premises  again.  Changes  in  the  names  of 
streets  always  make  a  little  trouble  for  the  time 
being.  This  one  has  been  thoroughly  considered 
by  the  committee,  and  they  were  unanimous  in  re- 
porting this  change. 

Alderman  Hall— I  fail  to  see  any  argument  in 
the  gentleman's  remarks  to  show  why  we  should 
change  the  name  of  tins  street.  The  name  of 
Stoughton  street  i^  almost  as  old  as  the  town  of 
Dorchester  itself ;  it  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
that  honored  locality,  and  unless  some  good  rea- 
son for  a  change  is  given,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
made. 


facts.  The  reasons  tor  the  change  are  that  Dud- 
ley and  Stoughton  streets  are  practically  one  con- 
tinued straight  street.  Befort  Dorchester  wasan- 
nexed  to  Boston,  and  when  Roxbury  and  Dorches- 
ter were  distinct  towns.  Dudley  street  ran  through 
Roxbury  to  the  Dorchester  line,  and  Stoughton 
street  was  the  continuation  of  Dudley  street  to 
Upham's  Corner.  The  dividing  line  was  simply  a 
brook  running  across  the  street.  That  brook  is 
now  covered  up  altogether  and  there  is  no  division 
of  the  two  streets.  It  is  just  the  same  as  if  a  brook 
had  run  across  School  street  fifty  years  ago  and 
the  street  had  a  dillereiit  name  on  each  side  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  fail  yet  to  see  any  argument 
why  this  name  should  be  changed.  Nearly  every 
resident  in  that  vicinity  has  signed  a  remonstrance 
against  the  change,  and  if  it  is  not  desned  by 
those  living  there  I  do  not  think  the  change  should 
be  made.  Then,  your  terminus  of  the  change  is 
at  Upham's  Corner,  while  the  street  continues  di- 
rectly on.  If  you  make  the  change  at  all,  why  not 
let  it  go  on  directly  to  the  termination  of  the 
street? 

Alderman  Power— If  there  ever  was  a  good 
reason  for  changing  the  name  of  any  street,  there 
certainly  is  in  this  case.  Here  are  two  streets 
which  abut  upon  each  other,  and  there  is  no  way 
of  telling  when  you  have  passed  from  one  to  the 
other.  There  are  four  or  live  streets  centring 
at  Upham's  corner,  and  we  thought  it  best  that 
the  portion  of  Sloimhton  street  running  towards 
Dorchester  Kay  from  Dorchester  street  should  re- 
tain that  name,  as  it  takes  in  the  old  burial 
ground  where  lie  the  remains  of  the  person  for 
whom  Stoughton  street  was  named.  We 
thought  that  would  satisfy  every  one.  Not 
one  in  ten  of  the  people  abutting  on  that 
street  have  signed  the  remonstrance.  Before 
voting  to  make  the  change  we  consulted  the  oldest 
residents  in  that  locality  and  every  one  thought 
it  should  he  made.  I  do  not  know  any  one  wdio 
has  been  there  longer  than  Mr.  Up]  am,  and  he 
considered  the  change   very  desirable.    We    ad- 
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vertised  this  matter  thoroughly  in  all  the  papers 
and  not  a  single  individual  came  to  remonstrate 
against  the  change,  Imt  Mime  oid  appear  and  ad- 
vocate it.  I  think  this  Government  has  done  its 
duty  and  given  sufficient  warning.  As  my  col- 
league on  the  committee  says,  there  will  always 
be  some  people  who  object  to  making  such 
changes.  I  am  always  in  favor  of  giving  every- 
body an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  but  this  matter 
was  fully  advertised  in  the  papers  in  the  city 
proper  and  in  Dorchester,  and  not  a  single  indi- 
vidual v;as  present  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  am  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  tne  name  of  the  street  should  be  al- 
tered, hut  these  gentlemen  have  seen  fit  to  get  up 
a  remonstrance. and  they  arc  entitled  to  a  hearing. 
I  am  sure  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will  admit 
that  they  should  be  heard;  it  is  his  principle  of 
action.  It  does  not  matter  whether  the  order  is 
passed  this  week  or  next.  If  people  remonstrate, 
they  have  a  right  to  be  heard  at  City  Hall.  It  does 
not  matter  whether  they  read  the'advertisement 
or  not;  they  probably  did  not  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  the  notice,  but  they  have  remon- 
strated, and  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  denied 
a  hearing.  After  they  have  been  heard,  I  have  no 
doubt  this  Board  will' pass  the  order  changing  the 
name  of  the  street,  as  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  shall  vote  for  it  as  I  am  at  present  in- 
formed, but  the  remonstrants  may  present  some 
new  argument  that  the  committee  are  not  now 
aware  of. 

Alderman  Peters— The  position  taken  by  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  Di-tricr  would  pre- 
vent any  improvements  in  the  city  of  Boston.  All 
that  would  be  necessary  would  "  he  for  one  re- 
monstrance after  another  to  be  sent  in  and  a  de- 
lay would  he  secured  that  would  prevent  the  ac- 
complishment of  any  projected  improvement.  It 
is  at  least  six  weeks  since  this  matter  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Paving;  every  hearing  was 
fully  advertised  ami  every  man  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  be  heard ;  ail  the  rights  of  the  public  have 
been  observed,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no 
use  of  going  over  the  whole  ground  again. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  Democratic  Alderman,  who  has  put  in  a  mi- 
nority report  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  standing 
here  now  and  forgetting  the  doctrine  he  preaehecf, 
refusing  to  give  the  people  a  hearing,  and  vir- 
tually saying  that  the  minority  have  no  right  to 
be  heard.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  strange  ac- 
tion. The  minority  are  a  part  of  the' people  and 
ought  to  be  heard,  and  it  cannot  injure  the  city  to 
give  them  a  hearing.  Let  them  understand  that 
their  rights  are  respected  at  Citv  Hall,  and  that 
they  can  be  heard.  Even  if  they  do  not  read  the 
newspapers  as  carefully  as  they'  should,  let  them 
come  at  the  last  hour  and  be  heard. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Order  to  rescind  license  granted  R.  W.  Gordon 
to  sprinkle  Winthrop  and  Adams  streets,  in 
Charlestown,  and  to  issue  permit  therefor  to 
Timothy  Calnan.  Recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris. 

Order  for  Superintend  ent  of  Streets  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  on  Foster  street,  Ward  19. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Hawes  street  with  wood,  at  a  cost  of  8700. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  gravel  Butler  street,  between  Adams  and 
Richmond  streets,  in  Ward  16,  at  a  cost  of  81500. 
Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMOX  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  John  Farrington,  Margaret  Wood- 
ward, Company  D  (Fifth  Regiment  Infantry), 
Richard  Leeds,  \V.  H.  S.  Frothingham  ct  al.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  onler  authorizing  old  high-school  building, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Gibson  street,  to 
be  altered  and  repaired  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany I,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  Fourth 
Battalion,  came  from  the  Common  Council  with 
an  amendment  to  strike  out  "and  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion."  The  questh  n  was  on  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  proposition  may 
need  some  explanation.  There  is  now  one  com- 
pany in    Dorchester    very  desirous    of  occupying 


idea  of  the  committee  was  to  take  this  schoolhousc 
for  both  armories.  Captain  Harlow  thinks  he 
would   rather   be   nearer    Upham's    Corner,  rnd 


therefore  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories in  the  other  branch  moved  this  amend- 
ment. It  will  require  no  alteration  in  the  school- 
house  at  all,  as  we  shall  only  take  one  lower  room, 
leaving  the  other  rooms  vacant.  If  Captain  Har- 
low chooses  to  come  in  and  take  the  other  room 
he  can  do  so  at  any  time.  It  will  not  require  an 
expenditure  of  825  to  make  the  alterations,  and  if 
at  any  future  time  the  building  is  required  for  a 
schoo'lhouse,  it  will  be  as  good  as  it  is  now.  The 
Committee  on  Armories  hi  up  the  gun  racks,  etc., 
from  their  own  appropriation,  so  that  this  order 
will  require  very  little  money  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings  or'any  other. 

Alderman  Brooks— Tin-  g<  nrjeman  says  it  will 
not  cost  more  than  825.  Then  I  do  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  appropriating  8500.  Why  not  strike  out 
Sol")  and  make    it  825? 

Aldercuan  Worthington— We  are  not  obliged  to 
spend  that  amount  of  money.  If  at  any  time  it 
may  be  necessary  to  make  alterations  for  the  ac- 
commodation of 'the  other  company  we  shall  have 
the  money.  I  am  sure  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  will  not  spend  8500  unless  it  is  neces- 
sary, and  that  committee  can  be  trusted  to  use  it.  - 

Alderman  Emery— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  matter 
of  the  expense  required  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Armories.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
alterations  he  deems  necessary  now.  As  original] v 
contemplated  it  was  supposed' that  8500  would  be 
ample  to  make  the  alterations  necessaryto  accom- 
modate the  two  companies.  If  there  is  to  be  no 
expense  incurred,  as  is  represented  now,  I  see  no 
neci  ssiiy  for  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  buildings,  and  m  any  case,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend there  will  be  a~y  more  expense  incurred 
than  will  be  necessary. 

The  amendment  of  the  Common  Council  was 
concurred  in. 

Communication  from  Board  of  Health  respect- 


Buildings. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July ; 
the  expense  of  the  celebration  not  to  exceed  825,- 
000.    The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  820,unu  instead  of  S25.000.  liv  reason 
for  doing  so  at  this  time  is  that  I  think  82<),n,io  will 
be  amply  sufficient.  If  I  recollect  rightly,  this 
Government  appropriated  815.000  last  year,  and 
that  was  considered  quite  enough  at  that  time. 
In  view  of  the  depressing  state  of  business  in  the 
city  and  the  prospective  heavy  taxation  of  the 
people  this  year,  I  think  we  should  not  appropri- 
ate over  820,000  to  expend  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  further  amend' by 
making  the  sum  815.000.  1,  as  a  Democrat,  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  total  abolition  of  this  annual 
appropriation,  for  I  think  the  giving  of  amuse- 
ment to  a  free  people  at  the  public  expense  is  a 
wrong  principle  to  adopt  in  a  republic.  It  is  a 
custom  borrowed  from  the  autocratic  governments 
of  the  Old  AVorld  who  adopted  it  in  order  to  keep 
the  people  quiet.  I  do  not  know  of  any  poorer 
class  of  people  than  our  Irish  fellow-citizens,  and 
they  enjoy  themselves  on  St.  Patrick's  Day  at 
their  own  expense. 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  Alderman 
Brooks's  amendment  (that  being  the  laiger  sum 
named)  and  it  was  adopted— yeas  7,  navs  5,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Power,  Prescott— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins, 
Worthington— 5. 

Alderman  Prescott -I  move  to  amend  further 
by  adding  the  following  words :  "Provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  part  of  -aid  sum  shall  be  expended 
for  fireworks." 

Alderman  Peters— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  1  would  like  to  amend  that  amendment  by  add- 
ing "that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  spent  for  a 
salute  on  Boston  Common." 

Alderman  Prescott— l  do  not  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  we  do  not  have  fire- 
works we  might  reduce  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation more  than  we  have.  Last  year  we  had 
815,000,  and  1  think  we  had  a  celebration  more  to 
the  taste  of  the  public  than  at  any  time  since  I 
have  been  in  Boston.  1  do  not  believe  in  having 
fireworks;  1  believe  they  cause  more  unhappiness 
and  sickness  and  give  less  pleasure  and  comfort 
to  the  people  than  anything  for  which  we  spend 
money.  I  voted  no  Just  now  because  I  am  opposed 
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to  appropriating  $20,000,;  it  is  more  money 
than  we  need.  We  need  no  more  than 
■SIS, 000,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  that,  because, 
I  wish  to  have  a  celebration  in  Charlo-town,  West 
Roxbmy  and  Brighton.  1  think  very  little  money 
has  been  spent  there  heretofore.  I  would  have  a 
band  of  music  in  each  of  those  places,  and  amuse- 
ments for  the  children  during  the  day,  and  noth- 
ing more.  I  think  all  that  can  be  done  for  $15,000, 
and  I  am  sure  it  can  be  done  for  $ls,000.  Why  we 
should  spend  $20,000  for  this  celebration  1  cannot 
See.  It  would  be  considering  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  the  people  if  we  spent  less  money, 
and  if  it  were  consistent  with  our  rules  I  would 
move  that  the  amount  be  $18,000. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  extended  remarks  in  regard  to  the  celebration 
of  the  Fourth  of  July.  They  are  unnecessary.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  justifiable  in  us  to  make  that 
day  extra  hazardous  by  the  display  of  fireworks. 
We  have  had  accidents  enough  already  by  so  do- 
ing. Two  years  ago  there  was  an  accident  in 
South  Boston,  and  the  use  of  fireworks  has  been 
at  the  cost  of  life,  limb  and  property.  I  believe 
there  is  a  more  rational  way  of  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July  than  by  making  a  great  noise.  If 
an  exhibition  of  fireworks  is  given  it  will  re- 
quire an  appropriation  for  Boston  Common  and 
for  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  West  Rox- 
Roxbury,  Charlestown  and  Brighton,  in  order  to 
satisfy  all  sections  of  the  city.  I  believe  there 
were  no  fireworks  last  year.  In  former  years  $3000 
have  been  spent  for  fireworks,  and  with  the  city's 
present  limits  it  will  soon  require  a  laiger  amount 
than  that.  With  the  experience  this  city  has  had, 
it  seems  to  me  advisable  to  put  a  stop  to  exhibi- 
tions of  this  kind.  Portland  suffered  a  loss  of  niil- 
i£C_- ..: 
of  life, 

limb  and  property  for  the  same  reason,  and  I 
think  we  should  put  our  feet  down  upon  this  sort 
of  thing. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  think  that  both  these 
amendments  are  somewhat  premature.  The 
whole  Board  of  Aldermen  will  be  joined  to  the 
committee,  and  when  that  committee  meets  there 
will  be  ample  opportunity  to  pass  such  an  order. 
It  can  then  be  settled  definitely,  but  here  it  can- 
not be.  I  think  the  amendments  are  premature 
and  I  hope  they  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  these  amendments  are  to 
he  entertained,  1  hope  it  will  be  shown  what  this 
money  is  to  be  spent  for.  If  we  are  not  going  to 
have  any  noise  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  lon't  want 
any  money  spent  for  the  celebration.  A  Fourth  of 
July  celebration  without  noise  is  like  a  jug  with- 
out'a  handle. 

Alderman  Peters— The  loss  of  the  handle  does 
not  prevent  the  use  of  the  jug.  The  amendment  I 
proposed  does  not  provide  that  there  shall  be  no 
salute,  but  that  it  shall  not  be  on  Boston  Common. 
Last  year  there  was  such  evidence  given  of  the 
bad  effect  of  firing  salutes  on  Boston  Common, 
that  I  think  it  should  not  be  allowed  hereafter. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the 
course  this  matter  has  taken  in  this  Board.  Nine- 
ty-eight veins  ago  we  first  celebrated  the  nation's 
birth,  anil  in  this  short  time  should  we  forget  the 
causes  that  made  us  a  nation?  Should  Ave  forget 
the  men  who  fought  for  the  establishment  of 
American  Independence,  and  walk  through  the 
streets  in  silence  lest  somebody's  baby  is  wak-jd 
up?  I  am  surprised  at  this  attempt  to  make  the 
celebration  of  that  day  a  two-penny  affair.  If 
that  day  is  worth  celebrating  at  all,  let  us  appro- 
priate money  sufficient  to  do  it  in  an  appropriate 
manner.  We  should  exercise  care  in  the  expend- 
iture of  the  money  appropriated  for  that  purpose, 
and  doit  judiciously,  and  not  waste  it  in  eating  and 
drinking.  We  should  let,  the  world  know  that  we 
do  not  forget  the  birthday  of  the  nation. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  understand  the  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  This 
matter  of  fireworks  is  important.  It  seems  to  me 
perfectly  proper  that  this  Board  should  incorpo- 
rate a  clause  into  the  order  providing  that  no  part 
of  this  appropriation  shall  be  spent  for  fireworks. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  celebrating  the  Fourth  of 
July  in  a  rational  way  and  not  by  making  such  a 
display  of  gunpowder  as  to  hazard  the  lives  of  the 
people  of  this  city  of  Boston.  lam  in  favor  of 
celebrating  the  Fourth  of  July  and  of  making  a 
reasonable  appropriation  for  that  object,  but  I  am 
not  favorable  to  ?  ppropriating  money  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  be  hazardous  to  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  this  city.  We  spend  $750,000  or  ssoo.ooo  a 
vea'r  in  support  of  a  department  for  extinguishing 
fires  and  it  hardly  seems  as  if  we  have  a  right  to 


make  the  Fourth  of  July  an  extra  hazardous  day 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  as  it  certainly  will  be  if  we 
give  an  exhibition  of  fireworks. 

Alderman  Peters,  at  the  request  of  the  Chair- 
man, submitted  his  amendment  in  writing.,  as 
follows:  "And  that  no  part  of  the  appropriati  >u 
shall  be  used  to  defray  the  expense  of  firing  a  sa- 
lute upon  Boston  Common." 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  suggest  the  expedi- 
ency of  inserting  the  words,  "and  for  ringing  the 
bells." 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters  was  lost, 
and  the  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Alder- 
man Prescott. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
has  given  us  no  good  argument  for  his  amend- 
ment. If  bis  argument  will  hold  good  in  regard 
to  fireworks,  it  is  equally  applicable  to  boat  races. 
I  have  seen  some  accidents  at  boat  races  by  which 
lives  were  nearly  lost.  I  •  o  not  see  any  force  in 
the  gentleman's  argument,  and  I  trust  his  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail,  simply  for  the  reason  that  I  think  it  is 
premature.  In  the  committee  is  the  best  place  to 
settle  this  question.  I  do  not  know  but  I  shall 
agree  with  the  gentleman  there;  I  advocated  the 
same  thing  last  year,  and  I  think  I  shall  do  so  this 
year.  I  oppose  the  amendment  here  because  I 
think  this  is  not  the  best  place  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion.   To  adopt  it  here  will  only  cause  delay. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  some  force  if  we  had  not  al- 
ready, by  amending  the  order,  necessitated  send- 
ing it  nack  to  the  Common  Council.  As  we  have 
changed  the  same  from  $25,ooo  to  $20,ono,  and  the 
order  must  go  back  for  concurrence,  I  do  not  see 
why  this  amendment  cripples  it  at  all,  or  that  the 
order  will  be  delayed  by  sending  it  back  with  this 
amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was  lost 
by  a  tie  vote,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Clark, Emery,  Peters,  Prescott, 
Stebbins,  Wr  rthington— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power— 6. 

Alderman  Wortbington — I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  fixing  the  amount  at  $20,000.  I 
think  it  is  too  high,  and  that  our  constituents  will 
be  better  satisfied  if  we  spend  less  money  for  this 
purpose.  I  give  notice  that  if  the  reconsideration 
prevails,  I  shall  move  to  amend  the  order  by  mak- 
ing the  sum  Sis, Olio  instead  of  S20.000.  f  think 
$ls,000  will  lie  all  the  money  required  fortius  pur- 
pose. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a  rising 
vote — 1  for,  7  against— and  the  question  recurred 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  to  amend  the  order,  as 
I  understand  n  amendment  to  lie  in  order  at  this 
time,  so  that  the  amount  shall  be  S15.000  instead 
of  $20,001).  In  doing  so  I  think  I  am  fully  justified 
by  the  fact  that  there  were  only  about  $13,001) 
spent  last  year.  The  same  reasons  that  induced 
economy  last  year  are  applicable  now,  and  I  think 
they  are  stronger  today  than  they  were  last  year. 
Even  with  the  gloomy  state  of  affairs  that  pre- 
vailed last  year',  with  the  sense  of  the  calamity 
that  had  so  recently  befallen  us,  I  think  the  con- 
dition of  ail'airs  today  is  not  less  gloomy  than  it 
was  then.  Never,  since  I  have  been  in  business  in 
Boston,  has  trade  of  all  kinds  been  so  paralyzed  as 
it  is  today,  and  there  never  were  so  strong  reasons 
for  economizing  as  now.  As  we  got  on  last  year 
with  about  $13,000,  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  cannot  do  so  this  year  with  $15,000.  That  sum 
will,  I  think,  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
occasion  and  fittingly  commemorate  the  day  which 
we  all  venerate  and  feel  proud  to  celebrate.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  wish  to  do  away  with  the  etlebration 
of  that  day,  or  do  anything  that  would  seem  to 
convey  the  idea  that  we  are  forgetting  the  duty 
we  owe  to  those  who  toiled  and  sacrificed  their  all 
for  the  independence  of  this  great  country. 

Alderman  Woi  thing-ton— If  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  will  make  the  amendment  $111,000,  instead 
of  $15,0:10,  it  will  give  me  gteat  plea-ure  to  vote 
with  him.  I  hardly  think  $15,000  will  be  sufficient 
after  the  annexation  of  so  much  territory  since 
the  last  celebration ;  but  I  think  $10,000  will  be 
enough.  Then  we  can  do  full  justice  to  both  the 
proper  and  the  annex 
make  the  sum  $16,000. 
Alderman  Power— I  accept  the  amendment  and 
move  to  make  the  sum  $10,000. 

Alderman  Hall— Can  that  amendment  be  enter- 
tained  now? 
The  Chairman — In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  th 
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amendment  of  Alderman  Power  is  entirely  out  of 
order,  the  Board  having;  refused  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  amendment  was  adopted  mak- 
ing- the  amount  #20.000. 

Alderman  Power— Several  amendments  have 
been  made  to  the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council.  I  submit  that  the  order  is  open  to 
amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  not  the  Alderman  from 
West  Roxbury  move  an  amendment  making  the 
sum  #15,noo.  and  was  not  that  rejected? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  is  out  of" 
order,  the  Board  having  refused  to  reconsider  the 
vote  making  the  sum  #20,000. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  suggest  that  the  rules  he 
suspended  in  order  that  the  amendment  may  be 
entertained. 

Alderman  Hall— Can  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
such  a  purpose  ? 

The  Chairman— The  rules  can  be  suspended  at 
any  time  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Chair  will 
review  his  decision.  The  motion  to  make  the  sum 
#15,000  has  not  been  considered  by  this  Board,  and 
1  hone  this  amendment  may  lie  entertained. 

The  Chairman— If  the  Chair  is  not  mistaken,  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Peters  to  make  the  sum  #15,- 
000  was  rejected. 

Alderman  Peters — The  motion  to  make  the  sum 
#20,000  was  carried,  and  the  question  on  #15,000 
was  not  put. 

Alderman  Power— I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
simply  making  an  amendment.  My  motion  is  »o 
amenil  by  striking  out  *2o.O00  am',  inserting  #15.000. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  that  members 
of  this  Board  have  forgotten  the  rules  under  which 
they  work.  The  Board  voted  to  make  the  sum 
#20.000.  and  a  reconsideration  na-  refused.  J*o 
other  amendment  can  be  made  that  changes  the 
amount.  I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  should  offer  the  amendment.  If  1  remem- 
ber aright  he  voted  for  #20.000. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  it  is  very  clear  that 
the  sum  ha.s  been  fixed,  and  that  an  amendment 
■.•hanging  the  amount  cannot  be  in  order.  It  may- 
be inoruer  to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  fire'- 
works,  but  the  sum  has  been  fixed  and  earnot  be 
changed. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  be  laid  on  the  table.  Lost — 4  for.  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  —  Would  a  substitute  be  in 
order? 

The  Chairman  — Xo  substitute  changing  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  already  passed  upon 
would  be  in  order. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  we  refuse  to  pass 
this  order,  and  put  in  a  new  one.  would  that  be  in 
order? 

The  Chairman— If  the  order  as  amended  does 
not  pass,  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  any  member 
to  put  in  such  an  order  as  he  may  see  fit." 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  I  hope  the  Board 
'will  refuse  to  pass-  this  order  and  that  we  shall 
put  in  one  for  #16,000. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  0,  navs 
3,  as  follows: 

Yea*— Aldermen  Bigelow.  (  lark,  Cutter,  Emerv. 
Hall,  Harris,  Present,  #tebbins— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Peters,  Power.  Worthington — 3. 

The  Chairman  joined  the  whole  Board  to  the 
committee. 

OOlMtXH  ATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Criuiiitifswitrrs  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  The 
sixth  annual  report  was  received,  embracing,  on 
account  of  a  change  in  the  time  for  making  the 
same,  the  period  of  fifteen  months,  ending  April 
30.  1*74.  Seveutv-six  lots  have  Uten  sold  to  pro- 
prietor.-, averaging  2-10  square  feet  each;  in- 
terments in  proprietors' Jots,  81;  30  bodies  are  in 
the  receiving  tomb:  single  graves  sold.  163;  inter- 
ments in  -ingle  graves.  225.'  Among  the  improve- 
ments are  the  construction  of  1300  linear  feet  of 
avenue.-  and  path-  :  125  feet  of  water  pipe,  and  450 
feet  of  drains  have  been  laid  ;  rock  covering  3ooo 
square  feet  on  Linden  avenue  has  been  excavated 
to  the  depth  of  5  feet;  a  plant  hon-c  02  bv  14  feet 
ha- been  e.ected  and  stocked  with  plait..,  and 
has  proved  successful:  tiftv  lots  on  different  ave- 
nues and  path-  and  a  considerable  number 
of  single  grave-  in  Maple  lot  are  graded 
and  ready  for  -ale.  lhe  OH  Colony  Rail- 
.road    Company   has    bridged     the     crossing    of 


the 


Sh;p 


P.iai 


an  acceptable  manner,  and  has  partiadv  graded 
the  slopes  of  it-  cutting  through  the  eemeterv 
grounds.  The  purchases  have  been  more  numer- 
ous   :hi-    year    than   ever  belore.     Receipts,  #19,- 


437  10,  including  S3180  61  balance  on  hand  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1873;  #838  79  balance  of  appropriation 
for  1*72-3  interest  on  deposit  in  savings  banks, 
#83  25;  from  sales  of  lots,  etc.,  #0351  74;  from  Su- 
perintendent, ,-2073  so:  appropriation  for  1873-1, 
#3000.  Balance  subject  to  order.  #1218  40.  Ex- 
penditures, .#1.*. 218  79,  including  si  1,93,  00  for  Su- 
perintendent and  laborers,  #998  49;  ordinary  re- 
pairs, #998  49;  water  pipes,  #507  02;  heating  appa- 
ratus. #446  70;  horses,. carts,  etc.,   #745  55;  plants, 

.  trees,  etc.,  #698  10. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mystic  Water  Board.  Alderman  Harris  pre- 
sented a  report  fioin  this  board  in  response  to  the 
order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  constructing 

'  a  sewer  to  carry  away  the  impurities  from  Mystic 
Pond.  In  their  judgment  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  authorizing 
the  construction  of  such  a  sewer  as  the  order  con- 
templates, whenever  the  City  Council  may  deem 
such  sewerage  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  of  the  water  of  Mystic  Lake ;  and  inas- 
much as  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  towns  of  Woburn  and  Winchester  and 
the  manufacturing  cstablisincnts  referred  to,  can- 
not lawfully  corrupt  or  render  impure  the  waters 
of  My.-tic  Lake,  and  would  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  construction  of  such  a  ,-ewei ,  the  Legis- 
lature should  also  be  asked  to  provide  in  the  act 

What  proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  sewer 
should  be  borne  by  said  towns  and  manufactories, 
and  the  manner  of  assessing  it.  The  board  vent- 
ure this  opinion  at  this  time  for  the  reason  that 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  is  so  near 
its  close,  but  they  big  leave  to  add  that  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Council  to  refer  the  subject 
of  sewerage  to  them  with  the  same  power  which 
theorder.it  passed,  would  confer  upon  the  Com- 
rough- 
report 

as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

PETITION  TO  LOCATE  A  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Marr  Brothers  & 
Hale,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam 
engine  of  four-horse  power,  at  39  Avon  street,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  to  all 
persons  objecting  thereto  on  Monday,  June  22,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

REPORTS  AND   ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav  - 
ing— 

Report  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  construct  a  turnout  on 
Shawimu.  avenue,  near  Cobden  street,  and  to  ex- 
tend certain  other  turnouts,  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  accompany  ing  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  interested,  on  Monday,  June 
22,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  E.  P.  Stetson  for  a  drive- 
way to  his  estate  corner  of  Austin  and  Main 
streets,  recommending  that  he  be  allowed  to  con- 
struct said  driveway  at  his  own  expense.  Accept- 
ed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pave  Shawmut 
avenue  with  wood  in  front  of  the  Wait  School- 
house.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Faneuil  Hall — Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Edward  Kemble  et  al.,  for  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  4  for  a  public  meeting  of 
the  merchants  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands— 

.  Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  F.  J.  Downes,  that  a  bond  for  land  on 
Albany  street  be  cancelled  and  a  new  bond  and 
agreement  be  issued  therefor.    Accepted. 

Report  representing  that  an  order  was 
bv  the  Citv  Council,  anil  approved  bv  hi-  Honor 
the  Mayor,  March  20,  1*74,  directing  the  Health 
Department  to  fill  up  the  flats  in  rear  of  the  Har- 
vard Cemetery,  Charles'-own,  with  ashe-  and  such 
other  material  as  may  be  at  their  command,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  #1500,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Lands. 
The  work  having  been  completed,  the  committee 
find  that  the  cost  of  said  filling  is  S254  04  over  and 
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Read  once. 

Report  on  petition  of  Leonard  Day  for  a  change 
of  conditions  attached  to  land  on  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  I.  streets,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument,  te 
lie  drawn  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  where- 
by the  city  shall  declare  that  it  will,  so  far  as  it 
can  lawfully  do  so  without  affecting  the  legal  or 
equitable  rights  of  third  parties  holding  tnle  un- 
der it,  suffer  and  allow  the  present  owner  »f  the 
estate  situated  upon  the  northeast  corner  of 
Broadway  and  L  street,  to  disregard  so  much  of 
the  third  condition  imposed  upon  the  estate  in  the 
original  d«od  r.iicrcol",  given  by  the  city  October  9, 
1856,  as  will  admit  a  portion  of  the  building  to  be 
erected  on  L  street,  to  be  used  for  store  purposes. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  erect  stables  by  L.  B.  Thompson , 
corner  Milton  avenue  and  Selden  street;  William 
F.  Wheeler,  Columbia  street;  and  Cyrus  Small, 
Hartford  street,  near  Howard  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Merrill  &  Bryant  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  brick  and  wood  stable  for  fifty  horses 
on  Warren  street,  opposite  Metropolitan  stable, 
that  leave  be  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
stable  and  carriage  hou-e  shall  be  built  of  brick, 
and  said  lot  conform  to  grade  of  Warren  street, 
with  the  usual  restrictions  contained  in  permits 
granted  to  occupy  staoles.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  SVortliington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of 
George  F.  Woodman  and  otheis,  and  Charles  H. 
Hersey  and  others,  for  an  abatement  of  the  nuis- 
ance caused  by  the  constant  and  unnecessary  use 
of  steam  whistles  on  the  locomotive  engines  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence,  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land and  Old  Colony  railroads,  report  that 
in  their  opinion  the  petitioners  should  be 
relieved  from  the  very  great  annoyance 
under  which  they  suffer  ;  and  unless  the 
managers  of  the  several  roads  complained 
of  are  willing  to  make  reasonable  regulations  con- 
cerning the  use  of  such  signals  within  those  por- 
tions of  the  city  occupied  by  dwelling  houses, 
measures  should  be  taken  to  compel  them.  Your 
committee  having  failed  to  obtain  from  the  man- 
agers any  assurances  of  reform  in  the  method  of 
operating  their  roads,  would  recommend  that 
complaint  be  made  to  the  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, as  provided  by  section  4,  chapter  408, 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  lsoi);  and  for  that  purpose 
the  accompanying  order  is  submitted: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  .Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  enter  a  complaint  before  the  Board  of  Rail- 
road Commissioners  against  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Corporation,  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Corporation  and  the  Trustees  of  the  New 
"York  &  New  England  Railroad,  and  ask  for  an 
examination  as  to  (he  manner  m  which  said  roads 
are  operated  in  this  city  with  respect  to  the  use  of 
steam  whistles  on  the  locomotive  engines  running 
thereon. 

Passed. 

By  the  chairman,  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Water,  covering  a  request  of  the  Water  Board 
for  $50,000  for  further  extension  of  the  water 
works  in  Wards  13  to  16,  and  the  orders  of  the 
City  Council  in  relation  to  supplying  Wards  17  and 
19  with  water,  accompanied  by  an  order  authoriz- 
ing the  borrowing  of  .$00,000'  for  said  purposes. 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  in 
a  new  draft,  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  further  extension  of  water  works  in  Wards 
13, 14, 15  and  16;  and  ten  thousand  dollars  to  cover 
the  expense  of  making  surveys  for  the  extension 
of  the  water  works  in  Wards  17  and  19. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

By  the  Chairman,  for  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Health,  with  an  order  accompanying  the  same, 
authorizing  said  committee  to  purchase  a  suitable 
lot  of  lintl  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  a  location  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  trans- 
ferring $25,11(1(1  for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved 
Fund.  Report  that  the  order  be  amended  by 
striking  out  at  the  close  of  said  order  the  wolds 
"transferred  for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved 


Fund,"  and  insert  instead,  "charged  to  the  appro 
priation  for  Smallpox  Hospital." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Alderman  (Hitter— 1  should  like  to  know  the 
amount  there  is  left  of  the  original  appropriation 
for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

The  Chairman— The  Auditor  is  present,  and,  if 
the  Board  request  it,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be 
happy  to  make  a  statement. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Audi- 
tor was  requested  to  answer  the  question 

City-Auditor  Turner— Of  the  original  appropria- 
tion of  $200,000  there  have  been  expenditures  for 
the  site  and  carrying  on  of  the  hospital,  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  damages  which  have  been  in- 
curred for  taking  buildings  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  city,  and  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  Smith  & 
McCarriglc,  and  I  think  the  balance  now  remain- 
ing is  in  the  vicinity  of  $29,000. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems,  then,  that  out  of 
$200,000  appropriated  for  a  smallpox  hospital 
there  are  onlv  $29,000  left  for  them  to  get  away 
with.  That  seems  to  be  the  condition  we  are  now 
in,  and  it  is  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  ad- 
visable to  allow  the  Committee  on  Health  to  look 
up  another  site,  and.  perhaps,  leave  it  as  we  did 
before.  They  spent  all  that  money  and  have  no 
place  fit  to  use.  It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  order 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Alderman  what  he  would  do  with  the  smallpox 
patients  if  we  are  left  in  that  position.  We  now 
have  a  smallpox  hospital  worth  from  $150,000  to 
$20(1,01111,  which  the  Board  of  Health  insists  shall 
be  kept  for  that  purpose  until  another  is  provided. 
The  board  and  the  Committee  on  Health  Relieve 
that  for  $15,000  or  $20,000  they  can  buy  a  site 
wdiich  will  be  all  that  is  required  for  the  purpose. 
The  board  believes  the  hospital  should  be  on 
the  main  land  near  the  city.  It  will  be 
economy  for  the  city  to  make  this  purchase.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  when  we  had  the  epi- 
demic here,  the  Marcolla-sfieet  almshouse  was 
seized  by  the  Board  of  Health  with  the  direct 
promise  from  the  board  and  the  Mayor  that  the 
moment  the  epidemic  ceased  they  would  vacate 
that  place.  The  epidemic  ceased  fully  a  year  ago, 
and  still  that  place  is  held  as  a  pesthouse,  right 
in  the  midst  of  the  Highland  District,  where  it  is 
an  injury  to  property.  Gentlemen  owning  property 
in  that  vicinity  are  demanding  of  the  assessors 
that  the  valuation  of  their  property  be  de- 
preciated on  that  account.  Many  houses  in  that 
vicinity  cannot  be  let  on  account  of  the  looation 
of  the  pesthouse  there.  As  a  measure  of  economy 
in  taxes  alone  this  order  should  pass  and  the  com- 
mittee be  permitted  to  locale  the  pesthouse  where 
thev  think  best.  I  know  of  such  a  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  which  can  be  purchased  at  a 
low  figure,  and  without  the  need  of  throwing 
awav  money,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Swett- 
street  hospital.  We  ask  but  $25,000  to  do  it  with. 
That  purchase  must  be  made  with  the  consent  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Peters— Are  there  any  inmates  in  the 
Mareella-street,  hospital  now? 

Alderman  Worthington— Not  one  since  the  7th 
of  last  March ;  but  still  they  have  the  pesthouse 
in  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  its  present  shape.  The  people 
of  the  Highland  Distiict  .justly  complain  of  the 
continuance  of  the  pesl house  there,  but  I  am  not 
willing  to  place  this  matter  of  the  location  of  a 
new  one  in  the  hands  of  any  committee  except 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council.  A  lot  of 
land  was  selected  in  Dorchester  last  year,  and  this 
City  Government  refused  to  sanction  it.  The 
people  of  the  Highlands  can  justly  complain  of 
the  keeping  of  the  hospital  in  the  midst  of  such 
valuable  property. 

Aldernuvo  Cutter— It  is  true  that  a  burnt  child 
dreads  the  fire,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  raise 
an  objection  to  the  Committee  on  Health  having 
the  remainder  of  that  appropriation  of  $211,0110  to 
spend— perhaps  in  the  same  wa\  that  the  $70,000 
might  have  been  used.  We  should  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  past.  I  do  not  propose  to  indorse 
any  trilling  with  the  city's  money  in  such  a  way. 
There  is  not  a  case  of  smallpox  in  the  city  today. 
and  no  urgent  necessity  for  the  appropriation  of 
this  money.  There  is  a  prospect  that  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Swett-street  district  will  be 
completed  before  any  cases  of  smallpox 
will  reach  this  city,  and  there  we  have  as 
good  a  hospital  as  we  want.  It  was  thought  to  be 
so,  but  a  prejudice  grew  up  against  the  Govern- 
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merit  and  the  Mayor  because  the  disease  in- 
creased. But  we  checked  it  by  ordering  the  free 
■vaccination  of  the  whole  city.  We  had  a  small- 
pox hospital  near  the  City  Hospital  for  years,  but 
it  was  removed.  We  have  built  a  boat  on  purpose 
to  convev  patients  to  Gallop's  Island,  and  why 
this  order  should  be  put  in  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  that  appropriation  1  cannot  tell ;  and  when  the 
place  is  selected  the  Board  of  Health  can  say  it  is 
improper,  and  they  will  hold  on  to  the  Marcella- 
street  hospital.  If  the  committee  select  a  place 
at  that  price  it  will  be  some  swampy  place,  and 
the  Board  of  Health  will  object. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
is  anticipating  a  state  of  affairs  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly exist,  for  it  should  be  known  to  him  that  we 
cannot  select  a  site  unless  it  is  acceptable  to  the 
Board  of  Health.  The  gentleman  from  the  High- 
land District  put  in  an  order  to  vacate  the  Mar- 
cella-street  hospital,  but  we  cannot  do  that 
until  another  site,  acceptable  to  the  Board 
of  Health,  is  found.  This  order  provides 
for  the  concurrence  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Health  in  the  site  selected  by 
the  committee.  Statements  have  been  made  re- 
flecting on  the  Committee  on  Health  of  the  past 
year,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  sit  still  and  remain 
passive  when  imputations  are  put  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time.  I  pretend  to  say  that  they 
did  the  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances. 
The  site  selected  was  the  best  that  could  re  ob- 
tained for  the  price,  and  it  was  at  a  period  of  the 
highest  inflation  ot  the  value  of  real  estate.  The 
fact  that  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  lost 
should  not  be  allowed  to  reflect  upon  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  Committee  of  Health  of  that 
year.  As  a  member  of  that  Board  of  Aldermen  I 
feel  responsible  for  any  wilful  waste  th„t  may 
have  been  made  that  year,  although  I  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Health.  The  Marcel- 
la-street  property  has  been  set  as  high  in  value  as 
S200,000,  and  that  is  tied  up  in  a  smallpox  hospital. 
The  Board  of  Health  refuse  to  give  it  up  until  some 
other  suitable  place  is  selected.  A  majority  of  the 
committee  do  not,  I  think,  desire  to  purchase  any 
place.  I  believe  Gallop's  Island  is  the  most  suit- 
able place  for  a  smallpox  hospital  until  the 
Swett-street  property  can  be  improved.  But  the 
Board  of  Health  positively  refuse  to  accept  any 
place  not  on  the  maicland.  If  you  desire 
to  keep  §200,000  worth  ot  real  estate  fed 
up  in  a  pesthouse,  you  can  do  so  by 
refusing  to  pass  this  order,  and  property  in 
that  vicinity  will  continue  to  be  depreciated  in 
value.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands that  his  honor  the  Mayor  of  last  j  ear  and 
the  Board  of  Health  did  promise  that  as  soon 
as  the  disease  was  abated  the  pesthouse  should 
lie  removed  from  Marcella  street ;  but  it  cannot  be 
done  until  you  do  one  of  two  things— buy  another 
place  on  the  main  land,  or  abolish  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  I  do  not  suppose  this  Government  de- 
sires to  abolish  that  board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  order  commends  itself 
to  my  judgment,  and  I  shall  very  cheerfully  vote 
for  it.  I  only  rise  now  to  ask  whether  it  reads  "to 
purchase  land  and  buildings." 

The  Chairman— It  specifies  only  the  land. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  to'amend  by  insert- 
ing the  words  "and  buildings." 

Alderman  Worthington— It  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  include  both  land  and  buildings. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
seems  to  infer  that  somebody  has  been  reflected 
upon.  I  say  this  money  has  'been  foolishly  spent, 
and  that  is  why  I  oppose  this  order.  The  gentle- 
man says  the  Board  of  Health  must  approve  the 
site ;  they  may  say  you  must  buy  this  man's  farm 


and  you  must  do  it  and  pay  their  price.  I  say 
there  is  no  need  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  be- 
lieve we  could  have   got   along  with  the  Swett- 


street  hospital  notwithstanding  the  Board 
Health.  Some  physicians  thought  that  site  a  good 
one ;  others  did  not.  I  do  not  propose  to  cultivate 
a  stubborn  plant  by  making  this  appropriation  of 
829,000. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  strike  out  "  svith 
the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,"  and  insert 
"with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council."  I  do  so 
with  entire  respect  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  but  I 
think  so  important  a  matter  as  this  should  re- 
ceive the  consent  of  the  City  Council.  Last  vear 
the  selection  of  the  committee  was  found  to  be  a 
put-up  job  and  that  was  the  reason  the  order  did 
not  pass.  From  that  experience  I  think  it  would 
be  wise  for  the  City  Council  to  have  some  voice  in 
the  matter.     I  think  the  Boa  id  of  Health  are  right 


in  refusing  to  give  up  the  Marcella-street  hospi- 
tal until  another  is  provided. 

Alderman  Cutter— Was  not  that  spot  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  of  Health? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  know,  but  I  know 
this  Board  did  not  indorse  it  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons. 

Alderman  Emery — I  happen  to  be  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Board  who  favored  the  taking  of 
the  Marcella-street  hospital,  and  I  have  not  re- 
gretted it.  fientlemen  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  Swett-street  hospital  was  full  then, 
and  another  place  was  demanded.  That  move- 
ment was  indorsed  by  the  public.  As  we  are  now 
free  from  smallpox  we  should  liberate  that  build- 
ing. I  shall  favor  the  order  as  it  reads,  though  I 
did  not  at  first.  I  do  not  think  the  City  Council 
want  to  spend  week  after  week  discussing  loca- 
tion after  location.  The  Board  of  Health  are  the 
proper  authority  to  make  the  selection,  and  I 
think  it  can  be  done  much  better  by  having  the 
order  passed  as  it  reads  now. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  Alderman  seems  to  rely 
greatly  upon  the  Board  of  Health,  when  it  is 
stated  that  a  place  was  located  last  year  which 
proved  to  be  a  put-up  job,  and  this  celebrated 
Board  of  Health  indorsed  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Board  of  Health 
merely  approved  the  site  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  purchase.  If  the  City  Council  refuses  to 
pass  this  order,  and  should  pass  an  order  vacating 
the  Marcella-street  hospital,  the  Board  of  Health 
can  then  say  they  are  relieved  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  epidemic. 

Alderman  Brooks— Would  $10,000  put  the  Swett- 
street  hospital  in  a  proper  condition  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— No,  sir.  The  board  do 
not  think  it  is  a  suitable  place.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  limit  this  amount  to  §15,000. 

Alderman  Cutter — Both  the  chairmen  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  this  year  and  last,  are  some- 
thing alike  in  opinion.  Last  year  a  lot  was  select- 
ed and  it  turned  out  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Health  had  an  interest  in  it.  It  may 
be  that  the  chairman  this  year  is  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament. I  am  only  predicting  the  future  by  the 
past. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  Alder- 
man Prescott's  amendment  and  that  was  adopted 
—yeas  7,  nays  5 — as  follows : 

Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Power,  Steb- 
bins, Worthington — 5. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  815,000.    Lost. 

The  order  as  amended  wa«  then  passed. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee — 
Reports  severally  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of 
chapter  225  of  the  acts  of  1873,  all  taxes  as.-essed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
for  paying  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember, and  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall 
be  charged  upon  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be 
paid  at  that  date ;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that 
shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next  ensuing  after  the  same  shall  have  been  as- 
sessed, there  shall  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  all  the  interest 
that  shall  become  due  from  and  after  the  above- 
named  dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of 
such  taxes;  provided,  however,  that  the  taxes 
assessed  by  authority  of  chapter  315  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national  banks 
and  of  other  corporation-,  shall  be  due  and  pay- 
able on  tin  first  day  of  November,  and  interest 
shall  be  charged  as  provided  iii  said  act  upon  all 
such  taxes  as  remain  unpaid  after  that  date,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
i«,  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
million  dollars  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  pay- 
able this  year,  and  that  all  money  obtained  under 
authority  of  this  order  shall  be  made  payable  on 
or  before  the  3()th  day  of  April,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Report  recom- 
mending passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the 
issuimr  of  a  permit  to  C.  Fowler  &  Sou   to   erect 
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wooden  building  on  Main  street,    Ward  22.     Order 

By  Alderman    Bigeldw>r4or   the   Committee  ■  on 

Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneers'  licenses  granted— Brice  S.  Evans 
&  Co.  (renewal),  2s  State  street. 

Amusement  licenses  granted  —  Eliot  Dramatic 
As.-ociation,  to  give  an  entertainment  at  45  Eliot 
street,  June  17;  H.  T.  Reed,  to  give  concert  and 
exhibitions  at  East  and  South  Boston  and  Tremont 
Temple;  MoOinlev  >Xr  Co.,  to  exhibit  a  circus  in 
Boston  from  .Tune  .'ill  to  July  3. 

Victualler's  license  refused  —  Newhall  &  Mer- 
riam.  287  Tremont  street, 

Innhoblers'  licenses  renewed  — Robert  B.  Brig- 
ham,  47(1  Washington  street;  J.  Pickering  Draper, 
Clarendon  Hotel. 

Minors'  applications  granted—Ten  licenses  for 
newsboys. 

Wagon  licenses  granted — H.  J.  Donovan,  162-164 
Commercial  street;  Taylor  &  Martin  and  four 
others  (transfers). 

Billiard  licenses  granted— William  Hellback, 
1422  Tremont  street;  James  H.  Kane,  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Emerson  street. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessarv  on 
petition  of  P.  A.  Collins,  et  al.,  in  favor  of  the 
petition  ot  T.  A.  Splaine  for  a  license. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes who  were  requested  to  report  an  order  es- 
tablishing the  rates  of  fare  to  lie  charged  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons  and  baggage  in  hackney 
carriages  within,  to  and  from  Chailestown,  West 
Roxbury,  Brighton,  and  other  sec  ions  of  theci.y — 
■Report  recommending  the  pa  sage  of  the  accom- 
paming  order: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  10th  day  of  June., 
in  the  year  1*74,  the  prices,  or  rates  of  fare  to  he 
taken  by,  or  paid  to,  the  owner,  driver,  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  of  any  hackney  carriage 
except  omnibuses,  for  the  transportation  of  per- 
sons and  baggage,  within  the  sections  of  the  city 
hereinafter  i  lesignated.  shall  be  as  follows : 

Section  1.  For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one 
place  to  another  within  the  limits  of  <  harlestown 
(Wards  20,  21.  22>.  the  fare  shall  lie  fifty  cents;  and 
for  every  additional  adult  passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Chailestown  to  any  point  in  the  city  proper  north 
of  Cambridge,  Court  and  State  streets,  or  f.om 
any  place  north  of  Cambridge,  Court  and  State 
streets  to  Chailestown.  the  fare  shall  be  one  dol- 
lar; for  two  adult  passengers  the  fare  shall  lie  fifty 
cents  each,  and  fifty  cents  for  each  additional 
passenger. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Chailestown  to  any  point  in  the  city  south  of 
Cambridge,  Court  'and  state  streets,  "and  north 
of  Dover  and  Berkeley  streets,  or  from  any  point 
in  said  portion  of  the 'city  to  any  point  in  Charles- 
town,  the  fare  shall  be  two  dollars- ;  for  two  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  each;  for  three  passengers,, 
seventy-five  cents  each;  for  four  passengers, 
sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Chailestown  to  any  point  south  of  'Dover  ana 
Berkeley  streets  and  north  of  the  old  division  line 
of  Hoxbury,  or  from  any  point  in  said  portion  of 
the  city  to  any  point  in  Chailestown,  the  fare  shall 
be  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  for  two  passengers, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each;  for  three  passen- 
gers, one  dollar  each  ;  for  four  passengers,  seven- 
ty-five cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  Roxbury,  or  from  any 
point  in  Roxbury  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  the 
fare  shall  be  four  dollars;  for  two  passengers,  two 
dollars  each;  for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  and 
thirty-five  cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  one 
dollar  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  Dorchester  north  of 
Centre  street,  or  from  any  point  in  said  portion  of 
the  city  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  the  fare 
shall  be  five  dollars ;  for  two  passengers,  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  each;  for  three  passengers,  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  <  ach  ;  for  four  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  Charlestown  to 
any  point  in  Dorchester,  south  of  Centre  street,  or 
from  any  point  in  said   portion  of  the   city  to  any 


For  one  adult   passenger,   from   Chailestown  to 
any  point  in  South  or  East  Boston,  or  from  any 


for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  each;  for  four 
passengers,  seventy-five  cents  each. 

Sect.  2.  For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place 
to  another  within  the  limits  of  Brighton  ( Ward  19), 
the  fare  Shall  lie  one  dollar ;  for  two  passengers, 
the  fare  shall  be  fifty  cents  each;  and  each  addi- 
tional passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  the  city  proper,  or  from 
any  point  in  the  city  proper  to  any  point  in 
Brighton,  the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars;  for  two 
passenger.-,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each;  for 
tlnee  passengers,  one  dollar  and'  seventy-five  cents 
each ;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
each. 

For  one  adult  passenger  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  Roxbury,  or  from  any 
point  in  Roxbury  to  any  point  in  Brighton,  the 
fare  shall  be  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  for  two 
passengers,  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
each ;  for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty 
cents  each;  and  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  Charlestown,  or  from 
any  point  in  (  harlestown  to  any  point  in  Brighton, 
the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars;  for  two  passengers, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each.;  for  three  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each; 
for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  place  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  1  lorehester,  or  from  any 
point  in  Dorchester  to  any  point  in  Brighton,  the 
fare  shall  he  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents:  for  two 
passengers,  t>vo  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
each;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each;  for 
four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  South  Boston,  or  from, 
any  point  in  South  Boston  to  any  point  in  Bright- 
on, the  fare  shall  be  five  dollais  and  fifty  cents; 
for  two  passengers,  two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  each;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each; 
for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  and  sixty-two  and. 
a  half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
Brighton  to  any  point  in  East  Boston,  or  from  any 
point  in  East  Boston  to  any  point  in  Brighton,  the 
fare  shall  be  six  dollais;  for  two  passengers,  three 
dollais  each;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  one 
dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each. 

Sect.  3.  For  oue  adult  passenger,  from  one 
place  to  another  within  the  limits  of  West  Rox- 
bury (Ward  17),  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare 
shall  be  fifty  cents ;  anil  for  every  additional  adult 
passenger,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place  to  an- 
other within  tin' limits  of  West  Roxbury,  west  of 
Walk  Hill  street,  and  cast  of  Beach  street,  the  fare 
shall  be  fifty  cents  ;  and  for  every  additional  adult 
passenge  ,  fifty  cents. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  one  place  to 
another  within  the  limits  of  West  Roxbury,  west. 
Of  Beach  street,  the  fare  shall  be  fifty  cents;  and 
for  every  additional  adult  passenger,  fifty  cents. 


For  one  adult  passenger,  from  anyplace  in  Wesl 
"k  Hill  street,  to  any  pi; 
the  city  proper,  south  of   Boylston    and    Essex 


Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  place  in 


streets,  and  north  of  the  old  Roxbury  line,  or 
from  any  place  in  said  portion  of  the  city  proper,, 
to  any  place  in  said  portion  of  West  Roxbury,  the 
fare  sh«dl  be  three  dollais  and  fifty  cents;  for  two 
passengers,  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  each; 
for  three  passengers,  one  dollar 'and  twenty-five 
cents  each  ;    for  four  passengers,  one  dollar  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in  West 
Roxbury  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
the  city  proper  north  of  Essex  and  Boylston 
streets,  or  from  any  point  in  the  city  proper  north 
of  Essex  and  Boylston  streets  to  any  point  in  West 
Roxbury  cast  of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shallbe 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  for  two  passengers, 
two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents;  for  three  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  sixty-seven  cents  ;  for  tour 
passengers,,  one  dollar  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
SVest  Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any 
point  in  Charlestown,  or  from  any  joint  in 
Charlestown  to  any  point  in  West  Koxbtirv,  east 
of  Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars 
and  fifty  cents ;  for  two  passengers,  two  dollars 
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and  seventy-five  cents  each;  for  three  passengers, 
two  dollars' each;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
and  sixtv-two  and  a  half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in 
West  Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any 
point  in  South  Boston,  orfioin  any  point  in  South 
Boston  to  anv  point  in  "West  Roxbury,  east  of 
Walk  Hill  street,  the  fare  shall  be  four  dollars 
and  fifty  cents;  for  two  passengers*  two  dollars 


passengers,    one  dollar  and  thirty-seven    and  a 
half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  any  point  in  West 
Roxburv,  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
East  Boston,  or  from  anv  point  in  East  Boston  to 
any  point  in  "West  Roxbury,  east  of  Walk  Hill 
street,  the  fare  shall  be  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 
for  two  passengers,  two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  each  ;  for  three  passengers,  two  dollars  each; 
for  four  passengers, 
a  half  cents  each. 


ssengers,  two  dollars  each ; 
'  dollar  and  sixty-two  and 


Roxburv  east  of  Walk  Hill  street,  to  any  point  in 
Roxbury,  or  from  any  point  in  Roxbury  to  any 
point  hi  "West  Roxbury  east  of  "Walk  Hill  street, 
the  fare  shall  be  two  dollars ;  for  two  passengers, 
one  dollar  each ;  for  three  passengers,  seventy -five 
cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  sixty-two  and  a 
half  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,    from    any   point  ir 
"West   Roxbury  east    of  Walk   Hill  street,  to  any 


fare  shall  be  four  dollars  ;  tor  two  passengers,  two 
dollars  each;  for  three  passengers,  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  each;  for  four  passengers,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  each. 

For  one  adult  passenger,  from  West  Roxbury, 
south  of  Shawmut  avenue,  to  any  point  in  Dor- 
chester, or  from  any  point  in  Dorchester  to  any 
point  in  West  Roxbury,  south  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, the  fare  shall  be  three  dollars ;  for  two  pas- 
sengers, one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each;  for  three 
passengers,  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  each;  for 
four  passengers,  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents 
each. 

Sect.  4.  For  children  under  four  years  of  age, 
with  an  adult,  no  charge  shall  be  made.  For  chil- 
dren between  four  and  twelve  years  of  age,  when 
accompanied  by  an  adult,  the  fare  shall  be  half 
the  price  charged  for  an  adult. 

Between  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
and  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  fare  shall  "be 
fifty  cents  for  each  passenger,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  allowed  in  the  preceding  section^. 

The  baggage  used  by  any  person  in  travelling 
shall  be  free  of  charge. 

No  owner,  driver  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  a  hackney  carriage  shall  demand  or  receive 
any  more  than  the  price  or  rate  of  fair  herein  es- 
tablished, under  a  penal. v  of  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence;  and  he 
shall  forfeit  his  license.  And  for  refusing  to  car- 
ry any  passenger  from  any  railroad  station  or 
steamboat  landing  to  any  point  within  the  city, 
the  owner,  driver  or  other  person  having  charge 
of  such  hackney  carriage  shall  lie  subject  to  a  like 
penalty. 

Sect.  5.  The  words  "city  proper"  in  this  order 
shall  be  construed  to  mean  the  whole  of  the  terri- 
tory now  included  in  Wards  2,  3,  1,  5,  fi,  8,  0,  10,  11, 
and  the  portion  of  Ward  7  lying  west  of  Fort  Point 
Channel. 

Sect.  6.    This  order,  or  a  schedule  of  the  rates  of 
fare  as  established   lay   this   order,  shall  be  kept 
posted  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  every  licensed 
vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  under  a 
penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  this 
regulation  is  not  observed. 
The  order  was  read  once. 
Alderman  Harris  oll'ered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
construct  such  a  sewer  or  sewers  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  preserve  the  waters  of    Mystic  Lake 
from  any  offensive  drainage  therein  ;  and  for  au- 
thority to  assess  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  con- 
structing such  sewer  or  sewers  upon  any  individ- 
uals or  corporations  benefited  thereby. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  and"  submit  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  constructing  a 
sewer  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  awav  the 'im- 
purities which  now  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond 
from   the   towns  of   Winchester  and  Wobum.  and 


certain  tanneries  and  other   manufactories ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Mystic  Water  ATorks. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  in  the  assessment  for 
betterments,. I unc  3,  1872,  by  the  town  of  Brighton, 
for  benefits  derived  from  widening  of  Cambridge 
street  in  that  town,  an  assessment  of  siii.w;  (it;  was 
laid  upon  an  estate  described  as  of  John  A.  Saw- 
yer, Beacon  park,  and  it  further  appears  that  said 
estate  was  but  in  part  the  property  of  said  Saw- 
yer, and  was  in  part  that  of  Stephen  Hill ;  it  is 
therefore  hereby" 

Ordered,  That  said  betterment  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  reassessed  upon  the  estates  of  the  said 
parties,  in  the  proportion  of  S2488  88  (or  14-15) 
upon  said  Sawyer,  and  8177  78  (or  1-15)  upon  said 
Hill. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pav  tin-  trustees  of  irranmar  school  in 
easterly  part  of  West  Roxbury  sum  fin  for  dam- 
ages  occasioned   by   \.he  extension  of  Brookline 
avenue  by  order  of  the  town  of  West  Roxbury. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Board  of  August 
11, 1873,  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Libby  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  land  taken  from,  and  all 
damages  occasioned,  their  estate  by  the  widening 
of  Federal  street,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners of  February  27,  1873,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  rescinded,  the  claim  of  said  heirs  for 
said  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  them  by 
said  widening  having  been  settled  by  a  judgment 
of  court. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Reports  on  petitions  of  Joseph  fiahm,  that  the 
line  of  Main  street  in  Charlestown  lie  defined;  and 
of  John  Donovan,  that  Bow  street  be  widened, 
from  Jenner  to  Waif ord  street,  as  determined  by 
the  city  of  Charle-tow  n  ;  recommending  that  said 
petitions  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Corn- 
Report  recommending  ths»t  the  City  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Levrett  street  on  the  southwest  side, 
between  Craigie's  Bridge  and  Charles  street,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  S16.000 ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laving  Out  and 
Widening  Streets.  Report  accepted" and  resolve 
and  order  read  once. 

Report  on  communication  of  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  recommending  the  purchase  of  an 
estate  on  Clifton  street  for  the  purpo-e  of  extend- 
ing said  street,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  standing  ( ommittee  on 
Streets  be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  Clifton  street  from  Hudson  street  to 
Shirley  street,  the  estate  belonging  to  John  Ha- 
ven, situated  on  Shirley  street,  and  containing 
seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  the  expense,  not  exceeding  fuitytcents  per 
square  foot,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Laying  Out  ami  Widening  Streets. 
Read  once. 

Report  recommending  that  the  resolve  and  order 
passed  by  the  Street  Commissioners  April  20, 1874, 
for  the  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  between 
Dudley  sneet  and  Guild  row,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  S2i),!«).'i  75.  ought  to  be  passed  by  the  City 
Council  in  concurrence;  the  expense  to  b'e charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  Report  accepted  "and  resolve  and  order 
read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  John  Pearce  v't  al..  that  Water 
street,  West  Itoxbury.  be  put  in  order;  William  O. 
Lincoln,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Green 
street,  Jamaica  Plain;  Joseph  Dorr,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Alpine  street;  A.  S.  Bemis.that 
the  sidewalks  on  Walthani  street  between  Shaw- 
mut avenue  and  Tremont  street  be  widened  in  or- 
der to  protect  the  trees;  W.  C.  Kingsbury  et  al., 
that  Groton  street  be  paved  with  wood  or  stone. 
Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  (riven  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  remove  its 
tracks  from  Walthani  street,  between  Washington 
street  and  Tremont  street,  within  ten  days,  and  to 
put  said  street  in  as  good  condition  as  it  was  in 
before  said  tracks  were  laid;  and  in  default  there- 
of the  Superintendent  of  streets  is  hereby  direct- 
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ed  to  do  said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Brookline  avenue  to  its  full 
width  and  grade  between  tne  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  and  Maole  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
flO',000! 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Washington  street,  between  Court  street 
and  Cornhill,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  bv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  July  22,  1872, 
anil  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Aldermen ,  with  such  as  the 

Common  Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
make  the  annual  examination  of  the  bonds  of  the 
,several  city  officers  as  required  by  the  ordinance 
on  that  subject. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Hall  and 
Peters  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps- 
Ordered,  That  a  portion  of  the  city's  land  on 
Albany  street,  now  occupied  by  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, "be  set  apart  fortlie  use  of  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment— the  portion  so  set  apart  to  lie  delineated  on 
a  plan  of  said  land  in  the  City  Surveyor's  office 
and  to  be 'approved  by  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
and  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins- 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Engineers  be  re- 
spectfully requested  not  to  issue  a  license  to  any 
person  or  persons  to  keep  or  sell  at  retail  any  fire- 
works during  the  year  ending  May  1, 1875. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Peters— 

Ordered,  That  James  W.  Mason  and  Henry  A. 
Wood  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  fence 
viewers  within  this  ;itv ;  and  that  James  M.  Davis 
and  Thomas  Cunningham  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  neld  drivers  within  the  limits  of  this 
city. 

Alderman  Peters  said  ir  was  very  important  that 
these  officers  be  appointed  at  once,  and  he  was 
assured  that  the  gentlemen  named  were  compe- 
tent to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  Committee  on  Sewers- 
Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Hamilton  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  o.i  Monday  next  at 
4  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  in 
Third  street,  'between  O  and  P  streets  ;  in  Hartford 
and  High  streets  ;  and  in  Magazine  street.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  in  Condor  street,  between 
Meridian  and  Brooks  streets,  and  in  Washington 
square.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 

Order  to  pay  Bridget  ( iately  $400,  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  comer  of  Weston  and  iNewbern  streets. 
Read  once. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  citizens  of  Ward  16, 
to  water  Stouvjiton  street,  between  Brook  avenue 
and  Pleasant  street,  in  said  ward,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said  street;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  the  city  of  Boston,  not  exceeding 
8900  for  the  present  season,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  Boston  Police  be  amended  by 
adding  the  following:  "The  Chief  of  Police  may, 
in  his  discretion,  suspend  from  duty  and  report  to 
the  Mavor  and  Committee  on  Police  any  member 
of  the  'department  against  whom  a  written  com- 
plaint has  been  made  ;  and  the  pay  of  such  officer 
shall  not  be  allowed  during  the  period  between 
his  suspension  anil  his  reinstatement  or  discharge, 
unless  by  special  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Police, 
approved  by  the  Mayor." 

Read  once. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  the  accompa- 
nying communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police 
dated  the  first  dav  of  June,  A  D.  1874,  who  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened  signs,  show- 
bills or  show-boaris  nf  any  description  whatever, 
which  project  more  than  one  foot  into  or  over 
Washington  street  from  Cornhill  to  Ouild  Row,  to 
remove  the  same  forthwith;  and  incase  the  said 


persons,  or  any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do 
within  (en  day's  from  the  passage  of  this  order, 
the  Chief  of  Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause 
complaints  to  be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  street's, 
passed  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  A.  D.  1869.. 
[The  list  includes  518  names.] 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Wortlimgton  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  cf  the  City 
Council,  three  able  civil  engineers,  not  residents 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  make  such  in- 
vestigations and  examinations  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  and  submit  a  full  and  comprehensive 
report  upon  the  whole  subject  of  providing  a  sup- 
ply of  pure  water  for  the  city  of  Boston,  both  for 
temporary  and  permanent  use;  the  expense  of 
making  such  investigations,  examinations  and  re- 
port to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Addi- 
tional Water  Supply. 

Read  once. 

THE  SUMNER  MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  order  to  print  one  thousand  additional 
copies  of  the  proposed  "Sumner  Memorial"  was 
rejected. 

Alderman  Power — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
such  a  motion  cannot  be  entertained  now,  after  a 
regular  meeting  has  intervened  and  it  has  not 
been  called  up'. 

Alderman  Hall — Is  not  this  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  from  the  time  in  which  a 
motion  for  a  reconsideration  was  allowed? 

The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  this 
is  the  n°xt  regular  meeting  after  the  vote  was 
passed.  The  intervening  meeting  was  called  for  a 
special  purpose. 

Alderman  Cutter— Was  not  business  done  at 
that  meeting? 

The  Chairmin — A  few  petitions  were  presented, 
but  no  general  business  was  acted  upon.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Alderman  Peters--I  would  call  attention  to  the 
rule,  section  11,  on  page  19,  which  does  not  specify 
anything  about  a.  regular  meeting.  It  simply  says 
"the  next  meeting.* 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  rule,  and  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
motion  is  in  order  at.  this  meeting. 

Alderman  Peters— I  respectfully  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  put  by  a  rising  vote  and  the 
Chair  declared  sustained.  Alderman  Cutter 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.    . 

The  Chairman— The  vote  was  declared  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  but  if  the  Alderman  desires  the  yeas  and 
nays  the  Chair  has  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
their  being  called.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
when  a  motion  for  a  reconsideration  is  made 
there  is  no  way  for  the  Board  to  learn  the  fact 
until  the  programme  is  printed.  No  general  order 
of  business  comes  up  until  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing. The  Chair  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that 
this  is  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  do  not  desire  to  differ  from 
the  Chair,  but  this  Board  adjourned  from  Monday 
of  last  week  to  Thursday  evening,  when  petitions 
were  presented  and  orders  passed.  I  think  the 
rule  requires  that  the  motion  should  be  made  at 
the  next  meeting.  If  it  does  not,  1  do  not  see  why 
it  could  not  be  held  over  several  meetings. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  think  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  is  mistaken.  It  was  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  '.)  who  moved  that  when  the.  Board  adjourn 
it  be  till  today  instead  of  yesterday. 

Alderman  Peters— I  also  moved  that  the  next 
meeting  be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  and  when 
the  Board  adjourned  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
was  in  the  chair,  and  he  said  the  adjournment  was 
until  Thursday  evening. 

Alderman  Hall— The  Board  adjourned  to  Thurs- 
day evening  for  a  special  purpose  and  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  general  business  acted  upon.  This 
is,  certainly,  the  next  regular  meeting  in  order. 

The  Chairman— It  is  recollected  by  the  City 
Clerk  and  the  Chair  that  a  motion  was  made  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  1),  which  was  carried, 
that  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  be 
held  today,  and,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  this  is  the  next  regular  meeting.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained. 

The  Chair  was  sustained— yeas  7,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Aldermen  P.igelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 
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Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power,  Prescott 
— 4. 

Aldo.nnan  Hall— I  now  renew  the  motion  for  a 
reconsideration.  I  made  this  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  this  subject  alive  until  I  could 
ascertain  whether  we  needed  more  than  one  thou- 
sand copies  <>f  this  memorial  volume.  After  con- 
ference with  the  Mayor,  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
and  others,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  "we  will  need 
more  than  one  thousand  copies  to  supply  the  de- 
mand for  those  books.  Therefore  I  hope  we  shall 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  we  refused  to  print 
more  than  one  thousand. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail.  After  a  week's  deliberation  and  further 
inquiry  into  the  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that,  as 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston,  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  going  into  this  free  distiibu- 
tion  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  One  thou- 
sand copies  will  give  each  member  here 
and  each  person  one  who  is  entitled  to  it. 
Two  thousand  would  give  no  more  satisfac- 
tion than  one  thousand  ;  if  you  once  go 
outside  he  limits  of  propriety,  there  is  no 
satisfying  anybody.  Three  thousand  would  be  no 
better  than  two  thousand.  There  is  no  doubt  this 
eulogy  will  be  printed  in  many  forms  and  by  many 
associations  besides  the  city  of  Boston.  It  has 
already  been  published  and  spread  widely  over 
the  country  by  tin-  Boston  newspapers,  and  I  think 
we  will  not  be  justified  in  spending  any  more 
money  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Hall— I.  for  one,  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  an  indiscriminate  distribution  of  city  docu- 
ments, as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  would  have 
us  think  is  intended.  The  city  of  Boston,  as  well 
as  the  whole  country,  owes  a  duty  to  the  memory 
of  Charles  Sumner,  and  when  we  attempt  to  print 
a  eulogy  upon  the  life  of  the  man  who  gave  his 
life  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  I  do  not  think  we 
should  be  so  small  in  purse  as  to  limit  the  expense 
to  the  small  sum  of  $1000.  Every  taxpayer  in 
Boston  would  indorse  this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  voted  against  the  order  as 
it  came  from  the  Common  Council  a  week  ago, 
but  am  in  favor  of  a  reconsideration  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  if  the  motion  shall  prevail  I  shall 
move  to  substitute  500  for  1000  copies.  That  is 
the  usual  number  that  has  been  p-inted  on  such 
occasions;  that  was  the  number  printed  of 
the  Lincoln  and  Everett  memorial  volumes, 
for  which  there  was  a  great  demand,  but  I  know 
the  demand  for  this  one  exceeds  that  for  any 
other  memorial  ever  printed.  The  number  now 
being  limited  to  a  thousand,  it  seems  to  me 
that  will  keep  parties  from  having  one  who 
are  entitled  to  it.  It  allows  a  very  few 
copies  for  the  City  Council  and  to  the  orator, 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz.  It  also  leaves  a  very  few 
copies  to  be  kept,  as  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
past.  There  are  today  quite  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  memorials  of  Lincoln  and  Everett,  but 
there  may  not  be  in  this  ease.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  copies  have  nearly  all  been  taken  up,  and  that 
there  are  some  other  parties  who  ousrht  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

Alderman  Power-  The  remarks  of  the  gen^e- 
man  from  Ward  9  fortify  my  position  on  this  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  every 
intelligent  citizen  and  taxpayer  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton anil  the  whole  State  of  Massachusetts  would 
like  to  have  one  of  those  volumes.  Three  thousand 
copies  will  not  satisfy  the  demand  more  than 
two    thousand,    and   the    poorest    taxpayer   has 


just  as  much  right  to  one  as  another.  I 
take  it  that  the  printing  of  a  thousand 
extra  copies  of  this  volume  will  have  very  little 
to  do  with  increasing  the  public  appreciation  of 
the  life  and  services  of  Charles  Sumner.  There  is 
no  question  but  that  one  thousand  will  give  just 
as  good  satisfaction  to  the  public  as  two  thousand. 
It  is  outside  the  limit  that  the  city  has  gone  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  the 
original  number. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  the  Alderman  who 
moved  a  reconsideration  unintentionally  gave  the 
impression  tint  the  Mayor  favored  this  order, 
when  he  stated  tnat  lie  had  conferred  with  his 
Honor.    I  hardly  think  the  Mayor  is  in  favor  of  it. 

Alcerinaii  Hall— Does  the  gentleman  know  the 
views  of  the  Mayor,  or  are  his  remark?  intended 
to  call  forth  my  knowledge  of  those  views? 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  "I  knew  the  views  of  the 
Mayor,  I  would  not  state  them  here. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  put  and 
declared  lost.  Alderman  Hall  doubted  the  vote  ; 
the  Board  divided  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  a 
tie— 6  for,  6  against. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prescott  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Sum- 
ner Memorial  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  City 
Council,  in  addition  to  the  number  authorized  to 
be  printed  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  April  '25. 1S74;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
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Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  consider 
the  expediency  of  providing,  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  fire  coats,  to  be  worn  by  the  policemen  in 
conveying  ropes  to  fires. 

Alderman  Cutter — 'What  is  the  object  of  that 
order? 

Alderman  Harris — I  thought  if  the  order  was 
passed  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Police  and  offer  my  views 
in  regard  to  it.  All  I  know  is  the  fact  that  under 
the  new  order  of  things  our  pi  licemen,  as  soon  as 
an  alarm  of  fire  is  sounded,  are  obliged  to  load 
themselves  with  more  or  less  cordage  and  convey 
it  on  their  shoulders  to  the  fire.  The  rope  very 
soon  becomes  rusty,  and  will  damage  the  uni- 
forms. I  thought  that  an  india-rubber  overcoat 
might  be  provided  to  save  their  uniforms.  The 
order  is  simply  for  the  committee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
committee  considering  the  expediency  of  doing  it, 
but  it  looks  like  unit  inning  the  police.  The  com- 
mittee have  always  been  liberal,  and  if  a  patrol- 
man had  his  clothes  torn  by  a  rough  prisoner  he 
was  allowed  the  expense  of  repairing  them. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  this  is  a  very  proper- 
order.  It  can  be  done  with  a  very  little  expense. 
It  means  that  the  coats  shall  be'  provided  at  the 
stations  where  the  ropes  are,  to  be  ready  for  use 
when  needed  by  patrolmen  to  convey  the  ropes  to 
fires. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to  think 
that  a  coat  will  fit  any  man. 

Alderman  Peters— if  it  is  large  enough  it  will. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    4,    1874. 


The  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  at  eight  o'eloek  P.  M.,  E.  O. 
Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  R.  C.  Waterston  et  al.,  Abbott  Law 
rence  et  al.,  Samuel   M.  Quincy  et  al.,  John   B 

Babcock  rt  a/..  Jennie  Collins  et  al.,  Martin 
Hayes,  Johnson  &  Came.  Severally  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  C.  Fowler  & 
Son  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  .Main  street, 
Ward  22.   Order  read  twice  and  passed,  in  concur- 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  bonds  of  the  city  officers. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence,  and 
Messrs.  Crocker  of  Ward  C,  Putnam  of  Ward  15, 
and  Minot  of  Ward  17  joined  to  said  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Order  appointing  James  W.  Wason  and  Henry 
A.  Wood  Pence  Viewers:  and  James  M.  Davis  anil 
Thomas  Cunningham  Field  Drivers.  Read  twice 
and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  city's  land  on 
Albany  street,  now  occupied  by  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment, for  the  use  of  the  Lamp'  I  >epartment.  Read 
twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  owjier  of  the  es- 
tate on  the  northwest  corner  of  l'.roadway  and  L 
street  to  disregard  the  third  condition  in  the 
original  deed  thereof,  so  as  to  admit  a  portion  of 
the  building,  to  be  erected  on  L  street,  to  be  used 
for  store  purposes.  Order  read  twice  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  providing  for  the  pavment  of 
interest  on  taxes  assc>sed  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county, 
and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— As  there  is  no  special 
haste  in  regard  to  the  passage  of  this  order  I 
move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr-.  Denny  of  Ward  9— I  think  that  any  inquir- 
ies in  reference  to  the  order  which  the  gentleman 
may  desire  to  make  can  be  answered  at  once.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  gentleman  desires  to  ascer- 
tain, but  unless  something  is  to  be  gained  by  let- 
ting it  lie  upon  the  table,  1  hope  the  older  will  be 
passed  tonight. 


injustice  in  a  matter  which  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  city  of  Boston.  I  merely  wish  to  take  time 
to  investigate  it.  One  point,  which  1  think  very 
harsh,  is  that  citizens  should  be  obliged  to  pay 
twelve  per  cent,  on  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after 
the  first  of  January.  It  is  perfectlj  right  that  the 
taxes  should  be  paid  by  the  first  of  January,  but 
some  people  might  like  to  wait  after  that  time, 
and  if  they  do  I  do  not  think  they  should  be 
charged  such  a  high  rate  of  interest.  There  are 
other  features  of  the  older  which  I  would  like  to 
investigate,  and  1  do  not  know  that  a  delay  of  one 
week  will  hurt  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  lying  upon  the  table  for  a  week.  Taxes  are 
due  on  the  first  day  of  November,  and  if  not  paid 
by  that  date  it  has  been  customary  to  charge  in- 
terest. Heretofore,  I  think  that  six  per  cent,  has 
been  charged  delinquent  taxpayers,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  many  large  taxpayers  would  allow 
their  taxes  to  remain  unpaid  for  two,  three,  four, 
five  and  six  months,  and  even  until  the  last  hour, 
and  only  paid  them  when  it  was  necessary  in  or- 
der to  prevent  their  property  from  being  put  under 
the  hammer.  To  enable  the  treasurer"  to  collect 
the  taxes  and  get  his  money,  this  order,  or  a  sim- 
ilar one,  was  passed  last  year.  All  taxpayers  are 
now  allowed  to  wait  till  the  first  of  January  by 
paying  six  per  cent.,  anil  in  order  that  the  taxes 
shall  be  paid  by  that  time— or  that  there  should 
be  an  inducement  to  pay  them  at  that  time — the 
rate  was  fixed  at  twelve'  per  cent,  after  the  first  of 
January.  The  order  is  intended  to  secure  more 
promptness  in  the  collection  of  taxes.  The  other 
part,  relating  to  taxing  banks  and  other  corpora- 


tions, is  regulated  by  a  statute  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  tin-  city'lia*-  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Hi— I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
a  similar  order  was  passed  last  year,  and  I  think 
it  is  fair  to  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  such  an 
order  should  pass.  I  see  no  reason  for  laying  it 
upon  the  table  or  postponing  it.  it  has  been  just 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  ii  states.  Under  the 
old  rule  of  six  per  cent.,  many  large  taxpayers  let 
their  taxes  go  unpaid  till  duly.  It  is  the  cheapest 
loan  that  can  be  made.  I  do  not  know  why  our 
taxes  should  not  be  paid  within  a  reasonable  time. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  many  towns  around 
Boston  charge  twelve  per  cent.  There  certainly 
was  no  complaint  last  year  of  this  system,  at  least 
that  1  know  of. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  am  aware  that  a  similar 
order  was  passed  last  year,  but  many  people 
thought  it  was  unjust.  I  am  well  aware  that  taxes 
assessed  upon  property  must  be  paid,  and  if  six 
per  cent,  is  charged  up  to  the  first  of  January  it  is 
sufficient  lor  citizens  to  pay.  But  if  thev  wish  to 
leave  their  taxes  unpaid  after  the  first  id'  January 
and  are  willing  to  pay  a  small  increase  in  the  rate 
of  interest  for  the  privilege.  1  do  not  think  it  is  an 
unreasonable  request  to  make  of  the  city.  If  the 
taxpayers  find  they  can  use  their  money' to  better 
advantage  than  to  pay  it  to  the  city,  1  Think  that 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  charged  so  high  a 
rate  of  interest.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  and  move  to  amend  by  striking- 
out  "twelve  per  cent."  and  inserting  "seven  per 
cent." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  who  last  spoke,  is  right  in  this  par- 
ticular. It  is  an  outrageous  proposition  to  make 
here,  that  citizens  of  Boston  who,  by  misfortune 
or  otherwise,  arc  notable  to  pay  their  taxes  by  the 
1st  of  January  should  be  charged  twelve  per  cent, 
interest.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between  seven 
and  twelve  per  cent.  I  think  such  an  order  ought 
to  be  passed,  but  not  upon  such  terms  as  this  one  ; 
nine  per  cent,  might  do  very  well.  It  will  cost  the 
city  seven  per  cent  ,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to 
get  the  money.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
know  that  fact  from  statements  made  by 
the  City  Treasurer;  but  there  is  no  sort  of 
reason  or  argument  why  taxpayers  should  be  made 
to  pay  twelve  per  cent.  I  do  not  exactly  agree 
with 'the  gentleman  in  his  amendment;  if 'he  were 
to  make  it  eight  or  nine  per  cent..  I  think  there  is  a 
reasonable  probability  that  it  might  be  carried 
through,  but  I  doubt  whether  it  could  be  at  twelve 
percent.  I  think  the  taxpayers  should  be  made  to 
pay  something  more  than  tile  ordinary  rate  of  in- 
terestfortbc  privilege  which  they  enjoy,  but  twelve 
per  cent,  is  out  of  all  reason.  Nine  per  cent, 
would  be  reasonable,  and  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  modify  his  motion  so  that  the  rate  shall  be 
nine  per  cent. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— There  is  another  reason. 
Last  year,  after  the  first  of  January,  and  I  do  not 
know  but  the  same  rule  may  have  applied  after 
the  first  of  October,  a  certain  per  cent,  was 
charged  upon  the  first  .-#5(10,  and  an  increased  rate 
af*er  the  first  and  second  hundred,  and  so  on  for 
the  full  amount  of  taxes.  If  a  man  pays  £2imu  or 
$25(1(1.  he  had  to  pay  a  very  large  amount  in  addi- 
tion to  the  twelve  per  cent,  a  iter  the  first  of  January, 
which  went  to  the  collectors  in  the  city  treasurer's 
office.  And  this  was  in  addition  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest. I  want  the  city  to  get  the  taxes  within  a 
reasonable  time,  but  when  that  extra  burden  is 
imposed  upon  the  taxpayers,  it  is  more  than  they 
ought  to  bear.  The  extra  penalty  which  they  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  is,  it  seems  to  me,  sufficient 
inducement  to  pay  before  the  first  of  January, 
unless  by  a  careful  investment  of  their  funds  they 
conclude  that  it  is  better  to  wait  and  pay  interest. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1(1—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  The  object  of  establishing  this 
rate  is  to  induce  people  to  pay  their  taxes.  The 
citv  of  Boston  needs  the  money  as  much  as  indi- 
viduals do.  If  we  establish  a  low  rate  of  interest 
it  is  simply  advertising  that  the  city  of  Boston  is 
willing  to  loan  money.  To  many  people  twelve 
per  cent,  is  a  low  rate,  of  interest,  while  to  others  it 
may  be  high.  I  think  it  is  better  for  people  to  pay 
their  taxes  and  raise  the  money  in  other  ways. 
The  object  is  to  establish  the  rate  so  high  that 
people  will  pay  their  taxes  and  the  city  not  be 
compelled  to  borrow  the  money  when  it  is  needed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  either  this 
amendment  will  prevail  or  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  will  modify  it  so  as  to  make  it  nine 
per  cent.  I  think  his  ground  is  well  taken,  and  I 
am  glad  the  subject  has  been  introduced  here.  I 
think  it  is  unreasonable  to  exact  so  large  an  extra 
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per  cent,  as  is  proposed  in  the  order.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  make  the  amendment  nine  per- 
cent.   I  think  that  will  receive  a  very  strong'  vote. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward  9— If  the  sentiment  of  the 
Council  is  in  favor  of  nine  per  cent.,  I  shall  not 
oppose  it.  I  hardly  think  six  per  cent,  is  high 
enough,  and  I  am  willing  to  make  it  nine,  and 
move  to  so  amend  the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— This  matter  of  the  rate 
of  interest  was  discussed  in  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee last  vear.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting 
this  vear  when  the  subject  was  argued,  but  I  pre- 
sume the  same  points  were  argued  as  last  year. 
Placing  the  rate  of  interest  low  will  not  produce 
the  desired  effect.  The  taxes  are  due  on 
the  first  of  October,  and  the  proposition 
is  to  allow  them  to  hold  the  money  at 
six  per  cent  until  the  first  of  January. 
If  you  make  the  rate  six  or  seven  per  cent.,  there 
are  many  people  who  can  make  a  better  use  of 
their  money  than  to  pay  it  into  the  city  treasury, 
even  at  nine  per  cent.,  and  the  practical  result  is 
that  the  city  is  a  large  borrower.  I  wish  the  Coun- 
cil 1o  understand  that  1  have  no  objection  to  any 
rate  of 'interest  that  the  Council  may  fix  upon,  but 
this  question  was  decided  in  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. Bear  in  mind  that  the  rate  of  twelve  per 
cent,  is  not  to  be  charged  till  three  months  after 
taxes  are  due,  and  till' then  the  rate  charged  is  six 


due.  The  citv  needs  the  money  in  its  treasury, 
and  this  is  the  method  that  the  Finance  Committee 
have  fixed  upon  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  collect 
the  taxes  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  whether  the  amount 
of  taxes  remaining  unpaid  has  been  any  embar- 
rassment to  the  city  treasury.  That  is  what  his 
argument  is  based  upon. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  cannot  say.  The  city' is 
always  a  borrower  of  money,  and  aii  order  is  now 
on  the  programme  authorizing  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  s4,ikhi,oi)0  this  year,  as  has  been  the 
custom  heretofore,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes. 
We  have  to  borrow  before  we  get  the  money. 
The  money  is  due  on  the  first  of  October  and 
the  city  should  have  the  means  of  getting  the 
money'into  the  treasury  within  that  time.  I  do 
not  know  but  that  the  city  could  get  along  for 
twelve  months  after  the  taxes  were  due.  I  do  not 
know  to  what  extent  the  city  has  been  embar- 
rassed, but  the  city  ought  to  have  the  money  with- 
in three  months  after  it  is  due. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  has  been  customary  for 
years  for  the  city  to  borrow  money  in  advance  of 
the  taxes.  There  is  no  change  whatever  in  that 
respect.  But  people  complained  of  this  matter  as 
an  extreme  hardship. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— It  is  very  true  that  the 
city  always  borrows  money  in  anticipation  of 
taxes.  Then  if  we  establish  a  low  rate  of  interest 
we  have  got  to  borrow  more  money,  because  the 
taxes  would  not  come  in.  I  do  not  suppose  the 
city  would  fail  if  no  taxes  came  in,  but  that  is  no 
argument.  I  think  three  months  is  a  very  reason- 
able time,  and  then  after  that  twelve  per  cent, 
would  not  be  a  very  high  rate  of  interest  for  those 
who  have  not  paid.  As  the  gentleman  says,  tax- 
payers can  loan  their  money  at  a  higher  rate  than 
six"  per  cent.  But  the  taxes  are  due  and  should 
be  paid.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  object  to  twelve  per 
cent,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  seem  to  indorse 
a  high  rate  of  interest,  which  I  think  is  against 
the  best  interest  of  the  city.  Money  at  six  per 
cent,  interest  is  above  the  labor  of  the  country; 
at  that  rate  money  will  double  in  about  eleven 
years,  but  it  is  not  possible  for  the  labor  of  the 
country  to  duplicate  everything  on  the  face  of  the 
country  in  the  same  length  of  time.  Somewhat 
in  proportion  as  the  rates  of  interest  are  increased 
above  six  per  cent,  money  goes  from  the  mass  of 
people  back  to  the  money  centres  or  the  centres  of 
capital.  High  rates  of  interest  are  ruinous  to  the 
best  interest  of  the  city,  and  the  passage  of  this 
order  would  seem  to  be  an  indorsement  or  ap- 
proval of  high  rates  of  interest.  Therefore,  I 
shall  vote  for  "the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Bracket  of  Ward  10  in  the  chair— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Page  (to  substitute  9  for  12),  and  it 
was  adopted— yeas  36,  nays  21,  as  follows : 


Teas — Messis.  Abbott.  Adams,  Bearce,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt.  Cawley,  Collins, 
Crowley,  C'udworth,  Cushman,  Davis,  Dern.  Hat- 
ley,  Flvnn.  Gordon,  Jennings.   Long,   Loring   Mo- 


ren,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woodward— 36. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Butler,  Crocker,  Day,  Den- 
ny, Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Kent,  McCarty, 
Minot,  Lease.  Perkins.  Powers,  Putnam,  Russell, 
Siblev,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  West,  Weston,  Will- 
cutt— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— .Messrs.  Barnes,  Barry, 
Bent,  Bleiler.  L.urge-s,  !  >acvy,  Fuller,  Hicks,  Hine, 
Hunnewell,  Kimball,  Leach,  Martin,  Peabodv, 
Winston.  Woods— 16. 
The  order  was  then  passed,  as  amended. 
Reports  recommending  reference  to  Street  Com- 
missioners on'petitions — 1.  of  Joseph  Gahm,  that 
the  line  of  Main  street,  Charlestown,  may  be  de- 
fined; 2.  Of  John  Donovan,  that  Bow  street  be 
widened  from  Jenner  to  Watford  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Frances  J.  Downes,  that  the  bond  and 
agreement  for  land  on.  Albany  street,  corner  of 
Stoughton  street,  be  cancelled.  Accepted,  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  on  subject  of  a 
sewer  to  discharge  drainage,  etc.  Placed  on  file. 
Order  fjr  Mystic  Water  Board  to  propose  an 
estimate  of  the"  expense  of  a  sewer  to  convey 
away  the  impurities  which  discharge  into  the 
Mystic  Pond  from  Winchester  and  Woburn,  etc. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  ore' er  to  appropriate  .S  245  04,  addi- 
tional, for  the  expense  of  filling  up  the  flats  in 
rear  of  Harvard  <  'emetery,  Charlestown.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Notice  of  non-concurrence  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  passage  of  order  to  print  one  thousand 
additional  copies  of  the  •■Sumner  Memorial." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  suppose  that  order  is 
now  properly  before  the  Council. 

The  Chair— The  order  is  not  before  the  Council. 
This  is  siuiplv  a  notice  of  non-concurrence  by  the 
Board  of  'Aldermen. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5.  Are  not  the  papers  here? 
The  Chair— The  papers  are  here,  but  the  Chair 
is  of  the  impression  that  the  order  cannot  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Then  I  would  like  to  ask 
by  what  power  we  can  obtain  the  papers.  We 
have  a  notice  that  a  certain  order  has  not  been 
concurred  in  by  the  other  branch.  Have  we  not  a 
right  to  that  order  and  to  consider  whether  we 
shall  adhere  to  or  recede  from  oar  action? 

The  Chair— Will  the  gentleman  make  any 
motion  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— In  order  that  the  matter 
may  be  understood  I  move  that  it  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  out  of  order. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Will  the  Chair  decide  what 
disposition  is  to  be  made  of  that  order? 

The  Chair— No  disposition  whatever  is  to  be 
made  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  beg  pardon,  but  have  we 
not  a  right  to  consider  an  order  which  was  passed 
here  and  has  been  treated  with  disrespect  in  the 
other  branch? 

The  Chair— There  is  no  disrespect  in  sending  this 
notice.  That  is  done  in  concurrence  with  the  rules 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  take  occasion  at  a 
future  time  to  bring  up  that  point. 
The  notice  was  placed  on  file. 
Order  for  a  loan  of  s4,000.i)00  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  vear;  and  that  all  money 
obtained  under  this  order  be  made  payable  on 
April  30, 1875.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Amendment  to  order  of  Board  of  Aldermen 
concerning  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July  by  mak- 
ing expense  thereof  S20.000. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  have  been  in  favor  of 
S25.000  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 
I  think  that  sum  is  small  enough.  But  inasmuch 
as  the  other  branch  have  seen  fit  to  reduce  it,  and 
as  the  time  is  so  short,  only  about  four  weeks,  it 
strikes  me  that  the  proper  course  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  concur  and  make  it  §20,000,  and  let  the  mat- 
ter be  settled  tonight,  so  that  the  usual  plans  and 
arrangements  ma\  be  made.  I  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  K— I  advocated  -.25.(100. 
but  the  time  is  veiy  short  and  to  prevent  delay  I 
think  we  had  better  concur  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


The  Council  nmrun-cil  in  the  amendment— veas 
56,  nays  0. 

uuti:nished  busixess. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land, 
in  rear  of  Lowell  Schoolhouse,  Centre  street,  of 
John  Johnson,  containing  uouo  s.piare  feet,  at  not 
exceeding  §5000.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  furnishing  of  a  suitable 
room  in  the  is  iris'  High  Scboolhouse.  West  Xew- 
ton  street,  for  the  drawing  classes.  Passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  a  lot  of  land  and  flats  to  be 
hired  of  Samuel  Leeds,  at  the  southerly  end  of  L 
street,  for  three  years,  for  the  purposes  "of  a  bath 
house.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  sir.oo  to  lie  expended  for  bird 
houses  for  public  grounds. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— I  would  like  to  know 
how  many  hundred  thousand  bird  houses  this  ap- 
propriation will  build. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  think  they  cost  thirty- 
five  cents  apiece.  There  is  already  a*  demand  for 
more  than  we  can  supply. 

Tin-  ipie-tion  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was 
put  and  declared  lost.  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4 
doubted  the  vote,  a  division  took  place  and  the 
order  waspas-e.l.iii  concurrence — 10  for,  3  against. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  sl5n  per  annum  for  ring- 
ing the  bell  of  the  Unitarian  church  in  Brighton, 
to  denote  the  hours  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  would  like  to  know 
where  that  order  originated.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioners are  in  the  habit  of  -pending  thousands  of 
dollars  without  coining  to  the  City  Council  for 
permission,  but  thev  do  not  send  such  requests  as 
that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  order  origi- 
nated with  the  representative  fioni  Brighton  "who 
sits  in  my  immediate  rear.  I  think  he  wrote  it. 
He  showed  it  to  me,  and  1  thought  it  a  proper  one. 
They  have  been  in  the  habit  of  ringing  the  bell 
there,  and  since  annexation  it  is  necessary  to  have 
some  appropriation  for  the  purpose.  We  have 
bells  rung  in  the  city,  and  why  should  they  not 
have  them  rung  in  Brighton? 

Mr.  Moley  of  Waidpi  —  This  custom  has  long 
been  established  m  Brighton:  it  is  as  old  as  the 
town  is.  This  hell  has  been  tolled  at  six,  twelve 
and  nine  o'clock.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— We  have  appropriated 
a  large  sum  of  money  this  year  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment, and  is  this  money  to  be  taken  out  of 
tnat  sum? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  not  the  father  of  the 
order,  but  I  hope  it  will  pass.  I  feel  something 
like  the  old  minister  at  the  cattle  fair  in  East 
Bridgewater.  He  gave  the  toa-t.  "The  march  of 
progress ;  it  has  progressed  and  progressed  until 
it  got  to  East  Bridgewater.  and  there  it  stopped  " 
I  hope  this  order  will  progress  until  it  "'cts  to 
Brighton  and  there  stop. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  expense  is  to  be 
charged  to  Bells  and  Clocks,  and  does  not  come 
from  the  appropriatien  for  Eire  Department. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  coneiiireiice. 

order  on  disposal  of  Biignton  and  Charlestown 
Invested  Funds.      Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  add  S3  tun  to  the  appr.ipi  iation'  for  lav- 
ing out  and  giading  the  -.punc  on  e moliwealth 

avenue,  between  Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets, 
and  for  setting  a  curb-tone  and  erecting  an  iron 
fence  around  the  -ame.     Passed 

Order  to  advertise  foi  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publi-hnej.  an  ah -tract  id'  the  bu-im-- and 
proceeding-  o|  tin-  i 'it v  Council  I'm  one  year  from 
July  1,  IsTl.  an. I  to  make  •,  coicract  lor-ueii  print- 
ing, at  a  com  not  exceeding  scone,     p^— ed. 

Motion  to  rocoii-ider  vote  whereby  wa-  pa  — ed 
in  concurrence  the  order  to  place  city  documents 
and  publications  in  general  charge  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  i imittee-  contiolli thcappropi  iation- 

to  which  thev  are  charged. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5'  explained  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  withdraw  the  motion  at  the  last  meet- 
ing and  if  there  were  no  objection  he  would  do  so 
now. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $60,000,— $50,000  of  which  to 
he  appropriated  for  further  extension  of  water 
works  in  Warils  13, 14,  15  and  16,  and  810,000  to 
cover  expenses  of  surveys  for  extension  of  water- 
works in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed— yeas  55,  nays  0. 

AUDITOR'S  MONTHI/X    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  May  was  received  and 
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AKS¥AL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City 
Document,  No.  48)  was  received,  giving  the  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  in  the  city  of  Boston,  in 
1873,  accompanied  with  illustrative  tables  and 
such  remarks  as  have  seemed  to  him  deserving  of 
consideration. 

Births.  The  number  of  births  registered  dur- 
ing the  year  1873  was  91188,  an  increase  of  418,  or 
4.51  per  cent,  over  the  number  recorded  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  This  is  a  fair  increase,  and  is  intiie 
ratio  of  one  birth 
number  of  births  i 
8.36  per  cent.,  which  were  double  the  number  of 
anv  one  year  within  the  previous  twenty  years. 
The  ratio  of  births  in  the  State  at  large  is  one  birth 
to  36.50  of  the  whole  population.  The  number  of 
births  in  the  city  to  each  one  thousand  of  the  pop- 
ulation was  35.  while  in  the  Slate  at  large  it  was 
28.  The  number  of  still  births  during  the  year 
was  515:  if  these  are  added  to  those  born  alive, 
the  ratio  will  appear  as  30.89.  The  daily  average 
of  living  births  was  26.54;  including  the  still 
births,  the  average  was  28. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  births  is  the 
small  number  of  children  of  native  parentage 
compared  with  those  of  Irish  nativity.  The  latter 
exceed  the  former  by  948,  an  excess  of  4U  per  cent. 
The  whole  number  of  children  of  American  par- 
entage, including  half  of  those  recorded  as  un- 
known, was  233s,  or  24.13  per  cent,  of  all  the  births. 
The  number  of  native  fathers  was  3094,  or  31.94 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  number  of 
instances  in  which  one  or  both  parents  were  native- 
born,  including  halt  of  those  whose  nativity  was 
unknown,  was  4049,  or  41.71)  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
number.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  58.30  per  cent. 
of  the  children  are  of  foreign  parentage.  With 
the  exception  of  those  of  native  ancf  of  Irish 
parents,  in  each  of  which  cases  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  more  than  one  per  cent,  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  the  same  relative  proportions 

51'.. 34  per  cent,  of  the  births  occurred  in  Wards 
1,  2,  7, 12  and  15,  which  wards  contain  about  40  per 


which  embraces  Ward    12    and  a 
A  little  over  10  per  cent,  of  the  Dirt 
Wards  4,  5,0  and   8,  which    eontaii: 


the  populalic f  the  entire  city.     The  decrease  in 

Ward  2(tli  is  a  legitimate  one, and  is  owing  to  the 
rapidly  diminishing  population  in  that  locality; 
but  the  large  decrease  in  each  of  Wards  4',  8 
and  10  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  on  similar 
grounds. 

The  number  of  colored  children  born  was  132, 
being  in  the  ratio  of  one  birth  in  27.27  of  the  col- 
ored population,  or   lio.oo   births   to   each  1000  of 

that  class.  The  births  of  white  children  were  in 
the  ratio  of  28.57  to  the  white  population,  or  35  in 
each  1000.  The  colored  births  were  113  less  than 
the  colored  decedents.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  47.  This  interest- 
ing result  is  not  an  exceptional  one.  but  is  wit- 
nessed every  year,  and  plainly  shows  that  the 
African  race  is  an  exotic  one'  in  northern  lati- 
tudes. 

There  were  74  plural  births,  an  increase  of  10 
over  the  number  reported  in  the  preceding  vear, 
embracing  one  instance  of  triplets.  The  number 
of    cases  in  which   both  parent-  were  foreign-born 

one  or    both  parents   were  of    foreign  nativity   was 

59,  making  78:66  per  cent,  of  all  the  plural  births. 

This  statement,  includes  the  triplets  (of  Irish 
parentage),  which  is  not  contained  in  the  above 
table.  The  ratio  of  plural  to  single  births  was  1  in 
130.92. 

There  were  514  still  births,  a  decrease  of  15,  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  vear.  The  ratio  of  these 
births  to  those  born  alive  was  1  in  18.81.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  rate  was  1  in  10.55.  The  males 
exceeded  the  females  by  no  less  than  122  or  23.0!) 
per  cent.  There  were  three  twin  lerths  among 
the  number.    The  highest  ratio  of  still  births  was 
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of  children  of  German  parentage,  and  the  lowest 
of  children  of  native  parents.  The  difference  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  over  either  of  those  tabulated, 
is  very  large. 

Marria 
the  year 

vance  of  3.22  per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year. 
This   is  a  fair   increase,  and   equals  the  probable 

frowth  of  the  population  during  the  same  period, 
he  rate  is  28  marriages  in  each  1000  of  the  pop- 
ulation, or  one  person  married  to  each  35.01  of  the 
whole  population.  Throughout  the  State  at  large, 
the  marriage  rate  cannot  be  far  from  22  in  a 
thousand,  showing  a  difference  between  town  and 
country  of  six  in  a  thousand  m  favor  of  the  lat- 
ter. Perhaps  any  attempt  to  account  for  this 
discrepancy  would  De  barren  of  any  satisfactory 
result ;  but  the  fact  is  no  less  important,  never- 
theless. There  can  be,  however,  but  two  valid 
reasons  assigned,  viz.,  inability  to  support  a  fam- 
ily, or  an  unwillingness  to  do  it.  That  the  first  is 
not  the  true  reason  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  most  indigent  and  improvident  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  least  calculated  to  support  a  fam- 
ily, furnish  by  far  the  largest  number  of  candi- 
dates for  matrimony.  The  remaining  reason  is  an 
unwillingness  to  assume  the  marriage  relation. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  human  nature  of  today 
is,  in  no  essential  particular,  different  from  that 
of  generations  back,  and  that  it  would,  if  not  sub- 
jected to  repressive  influences,  be  likely  to  mani- 
fest its  chief  characteristic  in  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  legitimately  shown.  Where  this 
natural  tendency  is  interrupted,  a  positive  loss  re- 
sults, which  is  none  the  less  real  or  vital  because 
it  does  not  appear  on  the  surface,  and,  as  a  con- 


the  whole  community.  This  subject  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  is  a  prime  factor  in  every  branch 
of  vital  statistics.  To  those  who  are  able  to  read 
numerical  results,  the  picture,  which  is  here  only 
suggested,  is  an  unpleasant  one,  and  exhibits  hu- 
manity in  its  weakest  condition.  Nearly  twenty- 
two  per  cent,  of  the  marriages  occurred  during 
the  months  of  October  and  November.  The  fewest 
in  any  one  month  took  place,  as  usual,  in  March, 
those  in  that  month  making  only  3.47  of  the 
whole  number.  The  daily  average*  of  marriages 
was  10.64. 

54.18  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  and  52.43  of  the 
brides  were  foreign-born ;  and  25.70  per  cent,  of 
the  grooms  and  20.50  of  the  brides  were  born  in 
Ireland.  The  number  of  marriages,  in  which  both 
parties  were  native-horn,  was  only  1429,  or  36.80 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  Of  the  native 
grooms,  19.66  per  cent,  married  foreign  brides, 
while  17.19  per  cent,  of  the  latter  married  native 
grooms.  The  number  of  marriages  in  which  one 
or  both  parties  were  foreign-born  was  2454,  mak- 
ing 63.20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  While 
the  Irish  population  makes  only  about  23  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  population,  the  grooms  of  that  nativ- 
ity make  about  20  per  cent,  of  all  the  grooms. 

.Sixty- four  of  the  grooms  (1.65  per  cent.)  were 
under  21  years  of  age.  Six  of  these  were  united  to 
brides  between  25  and  30,  and  another  married  a 
bride  who  had  passed  her  30th  year  a  considerable 
distance.  Another  groom,  between  25  and  30, 
chose  for  his  companion  a  bride  who  was  rapidly 
Hearing  her  half-centennial  period.  The  predilec- 
tions of  some  of  the  older  grooms  are  no  less  note- 
worthy than  those  of  their  juniors.  It  will  be 
seen  that  one  venerable  candidate  for  matrimony, 
of  the  ripe  age  of  03,  married  a  maiden  who  lacked 
some  months  of  reaching  her  18th  year.  Another 
veteran,  who  was  a  considerable  distance  beyond 
his  threescore  years  and  ten,  uuited  himself  to  a 
bride  between  30  and  40;  while  another,  of  the 
same  mature  age,  contented  himself  with  a  wife 
who  had  passed  the  sober  and  sedate  age  of  50. 

Eight  minor  grooms  were  united  to  minor  brides 
—two  of  the  former  being  20,  and  two  of  the  latter 
15  years  of  age.  Another  youth,  of  17,  married  a 
spinster  of  25 ;  and  still  another,  of  the  same  age, 
was  united  to  a  bride  of  21.  Of  the  grooms,  two 
were  17  years  of  age,  27  of  19  years,  and  35  of  20. 
Of  the  brides,  one  was  onlv  14  years  of  age.  three 
were  15,  21  of  16,  and  69  of  17.  Of  the  grooms,  8.18 
per  cent,  were  above  40  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage ;  and  of  the  brides,  18.20  per  cent, 
were  above  30  years.  In  361  instances  (9.30  per 
cent  of  the  whole  number)  the  brides  were  older 
than  the  grooms.  Seven  inexperienced  grooms 
had  the  courage  to  marry  brides  who  had  been 
twice  widowed.  No  less  than  2S  grooms  chose  for 
their  third  wives  spinsters;  another,  who  had 
been  three   times    bereaved,  married    a  maiden: 


while  still  another,  of  like  experience,  contented 
himself  with  one  who  had  but  once  before  ap- 
peared in  the  matrimonial  market.  The  first  mar- 
riages of  males,  and  the  first  marriages  of  females 
make  85.29  and  87.97  per  cent,  respectively  of  all 
the  marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  of  whhh  both  parties 
were  colored  was  82.  The  number  of  instances 
in  which  the  grooms  were  colored  and  the  brides 
white  was  26,  making  the  whole  number  of  color- 
ed grooms  to  be  108.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
marriage  rate  of  the  colored  population  was  40.56 
in  a  thousand;  and,  if  the  mixed  marriages  be 
considered  as  colored  ones,  the  rate  is  60  in  a 
thousand.  Seven  or  eight  occupations  or  trades 
furnish  nearly  half  of  the  whole  number  of  grooms. 
Laborers,  as  usual,  comprise  by  far  the  largest 
class,  making  18.10  per  cent,  of  all  the  grooms. 
Among  the  grooms  were  20  physicians,  12  clergy- 
men, and  7  lawyers. 

The  number  of  certificates  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage issued  during  the  year  was  4549,  an  increase 
of  125,  or  2.82  per  cent,  compared  with  the  preced- 
ing year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cer- 
tificates issued  exceeded  the  number  of  marriages 
recorded  by  666.  The  largest  portion  of  these 
missing  certificates  are  doubtless  recorded  in  oth- 
er towns,  where  the  marriages  wore  solemnized; 
while  some,  used  in  other  states,  will,  perhaps, 
escape  registration  altogether.  A  considerable 
number,  hoivever,  do  not  appear  in  this  report  on 
account  of  the  culpable  negligence  of  clergymen. 
Although  the  law  requires  that  marriage  returns 
shall  be  made  to  recording  officers  monthly,  and 
notwithstanding  this  requirement  is  printed  on 
each  certificate  where  it  canrot  escape  notice,  a 
large  number  of  marriages  are  not  sent  in  for 
months  after  the  time  prescribed  by  statute.  Of 
course  these  marriages  do  not  appear  on  the  re- 
turns furnished,  to  the, Secretary  of  State,  which 
fact  renders  the  State  registration  report,  which 
is  made  up  from  such  returns,  defective  to  the  ex- 
tent of  these  omissions. 

Deaths.  There  were  7869  deaths  in  Boston  dur- 
ing the  year — a  decrease  of  221  from  the  mortality 
of  the  preceding  year.  If  the  difference  between 
the  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox  in  1872,  and 
the  number  that  occurred  in  1873  (430)  be  consid- 
ered in  connection  with  the  diminished  mortality 
of  the  latter  year,  there  will  be  the  difference  be- 
tween 221  and  130  (215  deaths)  in  favor  of  the  gen- 
eral mortality  of  1872,  compared  with  that  of  1873. 
According  to  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city,  as  shown  by  the  State  and  national 
censuses  of  1855,  '60,  '65  and  '70,  the  population  of 
Boston  proper  (including  Ea-t  and  South  Boston), 
January  1,  1x74,  was  l'20.045;  Roxbury,  42,775;  Dor- 
chester', 13,759,— making  an  aggregate  of  270.579. 
According  to  this  estimate  the  death  rate  was 
28.45  in  a  thousand— a  reduction  in  the  general 
result  of  two  in  a  thousand  from  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year;  but  still  sufficiently  large  to  awaken 
concern.  The  death  rate  throughout  the  Common- 
is  about  23  in  a  thousand.  Although  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  large  cities  will  exhibit  a  higher 
death  rate  than  is  seen  in  small  towns,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  present  rate  in  Boston  is  excessive  ; 
and,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  contrasts 
unfavorably  with  those  of  the  last  twenty  years. 
Any  conclusions,  however,  arrived  at  from  com- 
parisons between  the  mortality  of  populous  cities 
and  that  of  small  towns  would  be  far  from  satis- 
factory, as  the  circumstances  in  the  one  case 
would  not  be  found  in  the  other.  In  the  first- 
named  ease  the  mere  aggregation  of  numbers 
involves  unfavorable  conditions  from  which  the 
other  is  exempt  Besides  this,  locality,  soil,  cli- 
mate, etc..  must  be  taken  into  the  account  in  any 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  without  which 
no  accurate  results  need  be  expected. 

The  average  age  of  the  male  decedents  during 
the  past  year  was  23  years  10  months ;  that  of  the 
females  25  years  2  months,  trim  average  age  of  the 
Scotch  males  exceed  that  of  any  other  class.     The 


average  age  of  the  colored  females  exceeds  that  of 
the  males  by  five  antl  a  half  years;  and  the  aver- 
age age  of  1  he  females  born  in  the  British  prov- 
inces exceeds  that  of  the  males  bv  nearly  two 
years  and  a  half.  In  each  of  the  other  five  classes 
the  average  age  of  the  males  exceeds  that  of  the 
females.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that,  the  average 
age  of  the  male  decedents  who  were  born  in  the 
British  American  provinces  was  11  years  and  4 
months,  and  of  the  females,  13  years  arid  9  months. 
Another  noticeable  feature  iii  the  present  report 
is  the  large  number  of  colored  decedents.    There 
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were  245  deaths  from  this  class,  an  increase  of  73 
over  the  number  of  the  preceding  year.  The  col- 
ored population  is  not  far  from  3600.  According 
to  this  estimate  there  was  one  death  to  each  14.09 
of  the  colored  population,  or  at  the  rate  of  sixty- 
eight  in  a  thousand.  In  contrast  with  this  is  the 
mortality  among'  the  whites,  which  was  in  the 
ratio  of  27.93  deaths  in  a  thousand,  or  one  death 
in  each  35:80  persons  living.  Of  the  male  dece- 
dents, 113'.)  were  married  at  the  time  of  death,  and 
93  were  widowers.  Of  the  former,  689,  and  of  the 
latter  47,  were  foreign-born.  Of  the  female  de- 
cedents. 930  were  married,  ami  549  were  widows. 
Of  the  former,  610,  and  of  the  latter,  324,  were 
foreign-born.  It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  30  per 
cent,  of  the  male  decedents,  and  39.23  per  cent,  of 
the  female  were,  or  had  been,  married  at  the 
time  of  their  decease.  It  will  be  further  noticed, 
that  while  only  2.27  per  cent,  of  the  males  were 
widowers,  no  'less  than  14.32  per  cent,  of  the 
female  decedents  were  widows. 

The  mortality  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  was  nearly  6  per  cent,  greater  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  percentage  during  the 
second  quarter'-uas  nearly  the  same  in  both  years; 
while  in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  the  mor- 
tality of  1872  exceeded  that  of  1873  by  about  2  per 
cent,  in  the  first-named  period,  and  4  per  cent,  in 
the  last.  68.79  per  cent,  of  the  decedents  (includ- 
ing half  of  those  whose  birthplaces  were  un- 
known) were  native  born,  an  increase  of  nearly 
one  per  cent.  Those  born  in  Ireland  make 
nearly  66  per  cent,  of  all  who  were  foreign- 
born,  an  increase  of  nearly  two  per  cent.  The  fe- 
male decedents  of  Irish  birth,  and  those  born  in 
the  British  provinces,  exceed  the  males  in  each 
instance — in  the  first  by  54.  and  in  the  latter  by  15. 
In  each  of  the  other  classes  the  male  decedents 
exceed  the  female. 

A  little  less  than  29  per  cent,  of  the  decedents 
(including  half  of  those  of  unknown  parentage) 
were  of  native  parentage.  Those  of  Irish  parent- 
age make  48.39  per  cent; of  the  whole  number,  and 
68.13  per  cent,  of  all  of  foreign  parentage.  The 
table  also  shows  that  the  same  preponderance  of 
the  foreign  element  existed  in  the  preceding  year. 
Indeed,  the  same  result  has  been  presented  for  a 
series  of  years  past,  and  indicates  very  plainly  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  transformation  that  is 
taking  place  in  the  character  of  the  population. 
It  is  very  easy  to  understand  what  would  have 
been  the* feeling,  nay,  consternation,  of  the  native 
Bostonian  of  a  generation  back,  if  he  had  been 
told  of  the  great  change  that  would  take  place  in 
his  idol  city  in  a  single  generation,  a  change  which 
statistical  tallies  make  very  familiar,  though  in 
the  most  unemotional  manner.  In  this  connection, 
the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  births 
and  deaths  will  be  found  interesting : 

1873. 
Births.        Per  ct.      Deaths.    Per  ct. 
Foreign  fathers  ....6,593  68.05  5,589  71.03 


American  fathers.  .3,095 


:il.:  '5 


9,688  10U.00 

1872. 

Births.        Per  ct. 

Foreign  fathers  ...  .8,224  67.14 

American  fathers.. 3,046  32.86 


J)eaths. 
5,764 
2,326 


9,270  100.00  8,090  100.00 

The  nativity  of  the  fathers  recorded  as  unknown 

in  Table  I.  is  equally  divided  in  the  above  table.  It 

will  be  seen  that  the   records   of   both   years  are 

nearly  identical. 

The  facts  above  exhibited  are  the  same  as  those 
always  witnessed,  viz.,  that  a  high  birth  rate  is 
invariably  followed  by  a  corresponding  death 
rate.  On  such  a  subject,  it  is  easy  to  speculate  ; 
and  while  it  may  lie  deemed  satisfactory  to  some 
that  it  is  affirmed  that  of  a  given  number  added 
to  the  living  population  a  certain  part  will  in- 
evitably die, "there  arc»  others  who  hesitate  to  ad- 
mit the  ii.ri-i'ssitt/  of  the  fact.  There  may  be  no 
such  necessity,  indeed,  except  that  depending  on 
local  or  easily  ascertained  causes;  but  the  fact 
itself  is  no  less  true  and  obvious.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  decedents  of  foreign  parentage  were 
three  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  births  of  the  same 
nativity;  and  that  the  births  of  children  of  native 
parentage  were  two  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the 
deaths  of  that  class. 

More  than  half  of  the  decedents  (26.26  per  cent.) 
were  under  one  year,  and  41.80  per  cent,  did 
not  reach  their  fifth  year.  The  small  number  that 
died  between  5  and  10  (407—5.94  per  cent.)— as  is 
always  the  case— is  indicative  of  open  air  and 
exercise.     The    number   of   decedents   under   20 


years  of  age  made  51.34  per  cent,  of  all  who  died, 
the  same  as  the  preceding  year.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  only  in  five  of  the  divisional  periods  the 
female  decedents  exceeded  the  male,  viz.,  between 
10  and  15,  15  and  20,  70  and  80.  80  and  90,  and  over 
the  latter  age.  Between  70  and  100,  the  excess 
Wi»s  86.  There  were  184  more  male  decedents 
under  one  year  than  female ;  lis  more  between  20 
and  30,  and  57  between  50  and  60.  There  was  one 
female  who  was  over  100  years  at  the  time  of 
death.  The  whole  number'  of  decedents  over  50 
years  of  age  was  1500,  19  per  cent,  of  all  who  died. 

The  number  of  decedents  under  15  years  of  age 
was  3750,  making  47.73  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber who  died.  No  less  than  135,  3.59  per  cent.,  died 
on  the  day  of  their  birth ;  1244,  33.12  per  cent., were 
between  one  day  and  six  months;  687,  18.29  per 
cent., between  six  months  and  one  year;  1223,  32. 5<: 
per  cent.,  between  one  year  and  five.  The  chil- 
dren of  foreign  parentage  number  2750,  making 
73.22  per  cent,  of  all  the  decedents  under  15  years 
of  age.  According  to  sex,  71.97  cent,  of  the  males 
and  74.02  per  cent,  of  the  females  were  of  foreign 
parentage. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  casualties  was  268, 
or  3.40  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mortality.  The 
deaths  from  the  same  causes,  during  the  preceding 
year,  made  3.53  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  of  the 
same  period;  17.90  per  cent,  occurred  on  railroads 
(including  6  on  horse  railroads),  and  13  per  cent. of 
them  were  from  drowning. 

The  number  of  deaths  designated  as  from  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  was  410,  5.21  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  mortality.  Those  reported  as  "meningitis" 
and  "congestion  of  brain'  are  embraced  in  the 
enumeration.  The  number  of  deaths  designated 
bronchitis  was  190,  a  decrease  of  4,  making  2.49 per 
cent,  of  the  whole  mortality.  There  were  141 
deaths  reuorted  from  cancer,  an  increase  of  34 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

There  were  801  deaths  from  cholera  infantum, 
diarrhoea  or  dysentery;  39  from  cholera  morbus, 
and  1194  from  consumption.  As  usual,  the  largest 
mortality  from  consumption  occurred  in  Ward  7, 
no  less  than  13.48  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  falling  to 
the  share  of  that  ward.  Ward  2  furnishes  the 
next  largest  number,  the  mortality  in  the  two  lo- 
calities making  23.02  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths 
from  this  disease.  In  1872,  26.02  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  those  wards.  Of  the  101  deaths 
in  Ward  7, 123  were  in  the  South  Boston  portion 
of  the  ward;  these,  added  to  the  deaths  in  Ward 
12,  make  the  deaths  from  consumption  in  South 
Boston  to  be  17  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber. It  will  also  be  seen  that  72  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  from  this  disease,  in  South  Bos- 
ton, occurred  in  streets  south  of  Broadway, 
embracing  the  territory  beginning  at  Dorches- 
ter avenue  and  extending  to  Dorchester  street. 
The  deaths  in  the  various  hospitals  make 
17.52  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mortality  from  con- 
sumption. These  cases  properly  belong  to  the 
various  wards,  and  would,  if  they  were  thus  dis- 
tributed, affect  the  percentage  in  those  localities 
to  that  extent. 

Four  hundred  and  seventy-four  persons  clied  of 
scarlet  fever,  an  increase  of  210  over  last  year;  of 
typhoid  fever  243,  an  increase  of  14;  144  from  heart 
(iisease— 124  males,  12o  females,  a  decrease  of  126 
from  1872;  there  were  50  malformations  :  216 deaths 
fromcerebro-spimd  meningitis;  302  from  smallpox, 
a  decrease  of  430  from  1872;  403  from  pneumonia; 
121  premature  birth  ;  100  from  puerperal  diseases. 
an  increase  of  28;  suicides  36,  from  tumor  27.  The 
following  recapitulatory  tabl-.-  gives  the  percentage 
of  deaths  from  various  classes  of  diseases: 

Deaths  from  Per  Cent. 

Accidents 3.40 

Miasma tii-   diseases 27.81 

Tubercular     " 21.58 

Diseases  uf  nervous  svsteui 13.81 

"       "  respiratory i  organs 10.34 

"        "digestive  " 3.84 

Diseases  ui  .uga  us  ..I  circulation 3.20 

Diathetic  diseases 2.83 

Diseases  lit'  urinary  organs 2.16 

Puerperal  diseases 1.30 

86.40 
General  Remarks.  It  is  evident  that  Boston 
cannot  be  congratulated  on  its  sanitary  condition. 
Without  the  presence  of  any  epidemic,  except 
scarlatina  and  smallpox,  the  former  existing  to  no 
greater  extent  than  for  a  number  of  years  past 
and  the  latter  disappearing  in  duly  last,  the  death- 
rate  appears  in  the  ratio  of  28.15  in  a  thousand. 
In  only  two  years  (1853  and  1S54)  within  the  last  25 
has  the  rate  reached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and 
1864  it  was  27  in  a   thousand,  and  in  1859  it   had 
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fallen  to  21.4.  For  the  10  years  ending  with  the 
last-named  year,  the  average  rate  was  25.2;  and 
in  the  ten  years  ending  with  1869  it  was  23.7.  In 
1870,  it  was  24.3 ;  in  1871,  it  was  23.5;  and  in  1872  it 
jumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of  smallpox  in 
the  past  year,  the  only  unusual  disease  noticeable 
during  that  period,  will  account  for  a  portion  of 
the  large  mortality;  but  it  will  be  seen  that,  with 
the  subsidence  of  that  disease,  the  deathrate 
still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  altitude.  To  those 
who  are  familiar  with  \  ital  statistics  and  are  able 
to  read  their  meaning,  the  sudden  increase  of  the 
death  rate  from  23.5  in  a  thousand  in  1871,  which 
was  preceded  by  a  similar  condition  for  a  series  of 
years,  to  30.5  in'l872,  and  this  in  turn  followed  by 
the  rate  of  28.4  in  1873,  the  subject  assumes  a  very 
serious  aspect. 

The  question  very  naturally  arises,  what  is  the 
cause  of  this  remarkable  change  in  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Boston?  The  prevalence  of  epi- 
demics does  not  account  for  it.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  defect  in  the  machinery  employ- 
ed to  carry  forward  the  sanitary  police  of  the  city, 
of  any  friction  in  its  operation.  This  is  energeti- 
cally and  intelligently  used,  as  streets,  and  bines 
and  tenements,  with  all  their  surroundings, 
abundantly  show.  There  has  been  a  manifest  im- 
provement in  this  directioVi,  although  Boston  has 
always  compared  favorably  with  other  cities.  The 
question  can  only  be  answered  by  scientific  in- 
quiry, which  will  reveal  the  abnormal  condition 
of  trie  material  elements  on  which  human  life  is 
dependent.  The  task  of  doing  this  will  be  a  diffi- 
cult, and,  in  some  respects,  an  unsatisfactory  one ; 
for  the  method  of  determining  the  results,  and 
the  results  themselves,  rest  so  entirely  on  scienti- 
fic analysis  and  subjective  reasoning,  as  never  to 
leave  the  subject  free  from  doubt. 

Drainage,  and  Sewage.  To  what  extent  the 
present  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  charge- 
able to  defective  drainage  it  is  not  possible,  per- 
haps, to  determine.  Every  one,  however,  is  ready 
to  admit  the  importance  "of  thorough  drainage. 
and  the  evils  to  which  a  community  is  exposed 
where  this  is  lacking.  These  evils  are  vast,  and 
can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Unfortunately, 
they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  almost  to  escape  the 
notice  of  those  who  are  exposed  to  their  effects. 
It  is  not  long  since  any  just  appreciation  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject  first  became  appar- 
ent, at  least  so  as  to  lead  to  any  practical  result. 
It  was  readily  admitted,  indeed,  rli.it  refuse  mat- 
ter must  be  got  rid  of ;  but  as  long  as  it  found  its 
way  into  the  nearest  subterranean  receptacle,  the 
vehicle  of  its  transmission  and  the  method  by" 
which  it  readied  its  destination  were  matters  of 
little  or  no  concern.  The  evils  of  such  a  system, 
if  system  it  may  be  called,  were  not  so  great  when 
Boston  was  comparatively  a  small  town. 

Then,  when  its  territorial  limits  did  not  embrace 
eight  hundred  acres,  the  incoming  tides  were  able 
to  dispose  of  all  the  deleterious  substances  con- 
signed to  the  channels  then  constructed  for  the 
purpose.  The  growth  of  the  population,  necessi- 
tating a  corresponding  increase  of  the  territory  by 
encroaching  on  the  sea.  has  resulted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  large  area  of  lard  necessarily  difficult  of 
drainage.  But  the  responsibility  of' providing  a 
remedy  is  binding  on  the  body  corporate,  which 
assures  to  all,  by  its  very  existence,  exemption 
from  the  evils  growing  out  of  such  condition. 
Surely  no  less  can  be  expected  by  the  citizen  than 
that  he  shall  be  secured,  so  far  as  this  matter  is 
concerned,  immunity  from  those  maladies  induced 
by  defective  drainage.  With  all  the  light  that 
science  has  thrown  upon  this  subject,  there  can 
be  no  question  concerning  the  ability  to  guarantee 
this  right.  The  exclusion  of  air,  or  the  total  neg- 
lect of  ventilation,  depends  upon  the  will  of  the 
individual  owner  of  a  tenement.  He  may,  if  he 
choose,  claim  that  he  contracts  to  furnish  only  so 
much  space  to  his  tenants:  ami,  having  done  this, 
his  responsibility  ends.  Apart  from  this,  he  stands 
resolutely  guarded  by  so-called  vested  rights, 
which  he  is  unwilling  to  surrender,  or  even  sub- 
mit to  arbitrament.  Philanthropy,  pure  and  sim- 
ple, will  not  induce  a  hair-breadth  departure  from 
the  written  bond;  a  quit!  pro  quo.  measured  by 
one-sided  balances,  being  all  that  intrenched  pre'- 
rogative  will  allow. 

Water.  There  may  be  no  reason  to  distrust  the 
purity  of  the  water  we  drink ;  but  no  scientific  fact 
is  better  attested  than  that  the  most  minute  por- 
tions of  organic  poison  are  readily  diffused 
through  this  agency.  There  are  a  thousand  chan- 
nels in  which  this  can  be  done.    Decomposed  ani- 


awaiting  the  period  when  their  poisons,  evoived 
by  chemical  agencies,  shall  be  sent  on  their  dead- 
ly errand.  There  may  be  no  ground,  however,  for 
apprehension  in  this' particular;  but  it  surely  is 
not  unwise  that  every  supposable  cause  for  the 
present  mortality  rate  should  lie  considered,  and 
a  resurvey  made' of  the  present  condition  of  the 
water,  an'd  an  examination  of  the  methods  of  its 
conveyance  here. 

Air,  Light,  and  Ventilation.  The  statement 
that  human  beings  cannot  live  without  air  seems 
to  be  a  very  simple  one.  But  when  another  step 
is  taken,  to'  determine  the  nature  and  amount  of 
this  element  that  is  needed  for  the  human  organ- 
ism, the  subject  assumes  a  more  important  aspect. 
That  the  air  used  in  respiration  is  composed  of 
eighty  parts  of  nitrogen  and  twenty  of  oxygen, 
and  that  any  variation  of  these  proportions  is 
dangerous  to  health,  is  formulated  in  every  school- 
room, and  comprises  the  theoretical  part  of  the 
subject.  When  it  is  set  forth  in  plain  terms,  that 
in  a  large  number  of  populous  tenements  in  this 
city  this  equilibrium  of  the  vital  gases  is  constant- 
ly disturbed,  and  that  sooner  or  later  death  will 
result,  unless  the  lost  balance  is  restored,  the 
practical  and  more  important  side  of  the  question 
is  exhibited.  But  what  is  passing  strange  is  the 
fact,  that  while  the  lesson  of  the  school  isinefface- 
ably  fastened  on  the  mind  from  infancy  to  old 
age,  the  experimental  and  vital  part  fades  away 
like  a  dissolving  view,  and  almost  escapes  recog- 
nition. 

All  residences,  whether  containing  two  or  two 
hundred  occupants,  that  are  so  situated  or  con- 
structed as  to  interfere  with  or  interrupt  the  free 
ingress  of  pure  air,  or  retain  the  impure,  are  to  a  . 
greater  or  less  extent  hurtful.  Buildings  in  which 
such  defects  exist  usually  occupy  the  most  unfor- 
tunate localities,  selected,  perhaps,  for  their 
cheapness.  In  such  cases  it  will  be  found  that 
every  inch  of  ground  has  been  carefully  utilized, 
every  structure  erected  from  the  most  inexpen- 
sive materials,  and  exterior  and  interior  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  bring  in  to  their  owners  the  largest 
returns  for  the  capital  expended.  If  any  provi- 
sion appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  health  of 
the  occupants,  it  seems  either  altogether  inade- 
quate for  the  purpose,  or  it  has  been  made  with- 
out method  or  judgment.  Such  places  are  the 
harvest  fields  of  death,  ami.  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, children  are  especially  the  victims. 

What  is  true  of  air  is  measurably  true  of  light. 
There  may  be  life,  indeed,  in  the  absence  of  light; 
but  it  will  be  a  weak  and  puny  one.  In  the  dwell- 
ings alluded  to,  that  which  causes  a  pollution  of 
the  air  at  the  same  time  shuts  out  the  light.  It  is 
something  more  than  instinct  that  leads  one  to 
select  a  residence  accessible  to  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  and  to  make  a  sitting  room  of  that  situated 
on  the  sunny  side  of  the  house.  Apartments  uu- 
visited  by  the  sun  should  be  avoided  as  pestilen- 
tial. In  such  places  physical  degeneracy  inevita- 
bly ensues— an  inability"  to  resist  disease.  Here 
epidemics  of  all  characters  find  ready  entrance, 
and  prove  the  most  fatal.  Every  human  being 
brought  forth  or  nurtured  in  the  midst  of  such 
surroundings  can  scarcely  be  free  from  physical 
disorganization,  and  thus  they  invite  the  attacks 
of  death  in  its  multiform  shapes.  The  result  may 
be  slowdy  reached,  but  it  is  certain.  The  case  is 
no  less  sail  because  the  victims  appear  insensible 
to  their  condition.  Perhaps  stern  necessity,  if  a 
glimmer  of  the  truth  should  chance  to  dawn  on 
their  apprehensions,  would  not  allow  of  escape. 
Necessity  is  a  hard  taskmaster,  and,  in  a  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  with  self-interest,  the  chance  is  that 
there  will  be  a  surrender  at  discretion. 

The  foregoing  remarks  suggest  what  mar  be 
some  of  the  causes  of  the  present  mortality  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Investigation  mav  demonstrate 
the  existence  of  other  causes;  but  it  will  Hardly 
fail  to  show  that  the  matters  alluded  to  do  not 
have  some  bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  report  was  sent  up. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  vacant  land  ad- 
joining the  lot  on  which  the  Chapman  School- 
hocsc  stands,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  said 
school ;  for  the  pure  base  of  a.  lot  of  land  on  or  near 
Ashland  street.  West.  Roxlmry,  and  erect,  thereon 
a  schoolhouse  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of 
both  grammar  and  primary  classes;  that  the  Citv 
Council  furnish  accommodations  for  an  addi- 
tional primary  school  in  the  Charlestown  Prescott 
School  District,  and  for  such  alterations  in  the 
Prescott  Schoolhouse  as  are  necessary  to  secure  a 
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passageway  from  one  corridor  to  the  other:  also 
that  a  master's  room  he  fitted  tip  in  said  school- 
house. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Edward 
Whitney  H  al..  for  the  widening  of  Blue-Hill  ave- 
nue.   Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  Theo- 
dore L.  Harlow,  captain,  for  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  at  T'pham's 
Corner.    Referred  to  Committee  on*.'  rmories. 

By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Petitions  of  Nation- 
al Dock  and  Warehouse  Company  el  al.,  that 
Lewis  street  be  paved.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF    COMMITTEES    SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.Noyes  of  Ward  5,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  District,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  relative  to  obtain- 
ing legislative  authority  to  raise  the  grade  of 
Hampden  and  other  street— Report  that  this  ter- 
ritory forms  about  a  third  part  of  the  Swett-street 
district,  so-called,  which  covers  an  area  of 
about  fifty  acres.  A  large  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory is  owned  by  a  few  individuals  who  have 
expressed  a  willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  city 
in  raising  the  grade  and  laying  out  new  streets. 
The  committee  recognize  the  importance  of  pro- 
viding suitable  drainage  and  streets  for  the  terri- 
tory before  it  is  covered  with  substantial  dwelling 
houses;  but,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  attending 
the  operations  of  the  city  under  the  act  which  was 
obtained  in  the  case  of  the  Northampton-street 
district,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  apply  far 
additional  legislation  until  some  definite  plan  of 
improvement  can  be  matured.  It  is,  moreover, 
somewhat  doubtful  whether  the  Legislature  would 
entertain  any  application  for  authority  to  take  or 
raise  the  grade  of  this  territory  at  this  stage  of 
the  session.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  pass  the 
order  at  this  time. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  refused 
a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Flvn-i  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets — Reports  severally  recommending 
the  reference  to  the  Board  of  street  Commission- 
ers of  petition  of  Ralph  Haskins  <  t  nl..  that  May- 
nard  and  Savin  streets  be  accepted;  that  it  is  in- 
expedient at  this  time  to  take  action  on  petition 
of  David  A.  Dunbar  et  al.,  that  a  new  avenue  be 
laid  out  fiom  Market  street  ip  Brighton  to  Brattle 
square  in  Cambridge;  and  that  it  is  inexpedient 
at  this  time  to  widen  Cross  stieet  from  Haymarket 
square  to  Commercial  street.  Severally  accepted. 
ADDITIONAL   WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  to  authorize  the  Cocliit- 
uate  Water  Board  to  seize  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Pond.  The  question  was  put  and 
declared  carried. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote ;  a  division 
was  had  and  the  motion  prevailed— 33  for,  8 
against. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— There  is  no  doubt,  that 
with  a  moderate  outlay  the  Mystic  water  supply 
could  be  improved,  and  the  capacity  of  available, 
water  storage  increased  sufficiently  to  supply  the 
demands  of  the  city  for  several  years.  The  prop- 
erty belongs  to  the' city  of  Boston,  and  should,  in 
any  event,  be  protected  and  the  water  kept  from 
pollution,  whether  we  adopt  other  sources  of  sup- 
ply or  not.  By  the  improvement  of  the  Mystic. 
and  the  proper  connections  made  with  the  Cochit- 
uate, we  should  always  feol  that  we  were  at  least 
partially  protected  against  accident  in  the  conduit 
or  reservoirs.  I  believe  in  bringing  into  use  all 
the  water  that  belongs  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
that  it  is  good  economy  to  have  a  liberal  supply. 
But  it  is. a  bad  pohcy  to  tax  the  people  for 
tne  water  which  is '  now  running  to  waste. 
The  water  now  running   to   waste   from  Lake  Co- 
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cbituate  costs  the  city  as  much  per  gallon  as  that 
which  we  are  using  today.  The  average  ' 
capacity  of  the  lake  fioi  nineteen  years  is  21, 
(page  51,  Document.  10:fi.  Messrs.  Kirkwood  & 
Francis  say  (page  28,  Document  134),  that  17,00(1,0(10 
gallons  per  day  are  all  that  should  be  drawn 
through  the  conduit.  Therefore,  between  four 
and  five  millions  of  gallons,  and  some  years  thrice 
that  amount,  must  run  to  waste  until  a  new  con- 
duit is  built.  The  Water  Board  will  tell  you  to 
throw  away  one-half  of  the  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate,  the  purest  water  that  the  country  affords,  and 
ask  us  lo  take  in  its  place  the  foul  "frog  spittle" 
water   direct    from    the  swamps    of   the    Sud- 


bury. They  are  not  willing  it  should  be 
mixed  with  the  pure  water  of  the  Cochituate 
and  there  take  its  chances  of  purification. 
In  1870  the  amount  of  water  used  from  the  lake 
was  5,477,810,0110  gallons.  The  amount  wasted 
from  the  lake  the  same  year  was  4.8ls.;i71,000  gal- 
lons— over  thirteen  millions  of  gallons  per  day 
wasted — almost  as  much  as  was  used  (page  51, 
Document  103).  With  these  facts  before  us,  I  con- 
tend that  the  city  of  Boston  must  ultimately  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  build  another  conduit  over 
the  Cochituate  route,  whether  the  Sudbury 
River  plan  is  adopted  or  not.  The  people 
will  never  consent  to  pay  away  their  money 
for  the  unpurified  water  of  Sudbury  River, 
while  thirteen  million  gallons  per  day  of  pure 
water  are  running  to  waste  at  Lake  Cochituate. 
With  an  additional  conduit  vve  should  utilize  the 
water  now  running  to  waste  over  the  lake,  and  we 
should  then  receive  the  benefit  of  the  reservoirs. 
which  we  cannot  have  without  a  greater  capacity 
of  outlet  from  the  lake.  As  it  is  at  the  present 
time,  if  we  should  draw  down  the  reservoirs  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  filled  when  heavy 
rains  come,  we  could  not  fill  them  up  again,  be- 
cause we  are  drawing  from  the  reservoirs  for  the 
necessary  supply  as  fast  as  we  can  draw  it  from 
the  lake ;  hence  the  reservoirs  are  of  no  use  as  a 
source  of  storage.  These  important  facts  cannot 
reasonably  be  denied.  Now,  suppose  that  an  addi- 
tional conduit  be  built,  whenever  the  surplus 
water  of  the  lake  is  needed,  or  as  soon  as  it  is 
found  expedient, am'  the  necessary  improvements 
are  carried  out  in  the  Mystic,  at  a  cost  for  both  of 
about  two  and  a  half  millions,  we  will  then 
have  an  ample  supply  for  ten  years  or  more. 
And  if  at  any  time  we  should  find"  the  need  of  a 
further  supply,  all  we  will  have  to  do  is  to  hoist 
the  gate  at  Farm  Pond,  and  in  a  moment  you  will 
set  the  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  water  roar- 
ing down  into  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  Thus  you 
will  have  paid  out  but  little  money,  and  there  will 
he  no  increase  of  the  water  debt ;  you  will  have 
the  water  at  such  times  as  you  need  it,  and  save 
the  enormous  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
There  may  be,  however,  no  immediate  necessity 
for  all  of  these  improvements.  The  Mystic  will 
furnish  us  the  most  water  for  the  least 'expendi- 
ture of  money,  and  it  should  receive  immediate  at- 
tention. To  allow  the  pollution  of  the  Mystic 
water  to  continue  against  the  prayers  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  would  leave  a  disgraceful  stigma 
upon  any  civilized  people,  and.  of  course  we  can- 
not allow  it  to  exist  any  longer. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  think  I  shall  earn 
the  gratitude  of  the  Council  by  studying  brevity 
in  what  I  shall  say,  but  it  is  a  difficult  subject  to 
practise  brevity  upon.  It  is  not  less  fortunate 
than  rare  that  a  measure  proposed  to  the  Council 
for  action  excites  such  attention  and  investigation 
outside  this  body.  The  subject  is  so  comprehen- 
sive and  many-sided,  it  embraces  such  extensive 
details  that  the  necessarily  limited  time  to  which 
most  of  us  are  confined  is  insufficient  to  give  the 
investigation  required  to  thoroughly  master  it. 
And  I  doubt  not  but  that  1  express  the  sentiment 
of  a  large  number  of  this  Council,  as  well  as  my 
own,  when  I  acknowledge  the  obligation  we  are 
under  for  the  information  that  has  come  to  us 
from  public-spirited  citizens  through  the  press 
ami  otherwise.  In  this  way  the  able  reports  of 
mil ■  < ' 1 1 >  Engineer,  the  Water  Board  and  Water 
Committee  have  been  supplemented  with  facts  of 
great  value.  It  may  not  be  too  much  to  assume 
now  that  having  Ihe  evidence  before  us  so  fully, 
we  have  little  to  do  but  examine  it  and  form  our 
conclusions.  And  it  may  be  well  not  to  forget 
that  none  of  the  reports  or  testimony  before  us, 
whether  official  or  otherwise,  are  clothed  with 
authority,  or  can  shield  us  from  the  responsibility 
of  deciding  for  ourselves  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question.  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  those  ad- 
■"udbury  project.  It  is  clearly  in- 
them  to  show  first,  that  a  large 
additional  water  supply  for  the  city  is  necessary  ; 
and  second,  that  the  Sudbury  project,  everything 
considered,  is  equally  or  more  feasible  than  any 
other.  It  will  readily  be  conceded  that  nothing 
less  than  absolute  necessity  can  justify  a  great 
expense  in  this  direction,  in  our  present  finan- 
cial condition— a  condition  which  renders  econo- 
my of  vital  importance.  Now  I  shall  undertake 
to  show  by  the  joint  testimony  of  our  City  En- 
gineer, the  eminent  engineers  Kirkwood  & 
Francis  and  our  Water  Committee,  that  we  have 
now  within  our  control,  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  basins,  asufficient  supply  of  water  until  the 
year  1800.    On  page  nine,  City  Document  thirty- 
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eight,  the  latest  report  from  our  City  Engineer, 
aiiil  therefore  presumably  the  best  and  most  re- 
liable, our  Citv  Engineer  assumes  and   uses    as 
a    basis     for     calculation,    that    Cochituate    will 
vieid  sixteen  millions  per  diem  as  a  minimum, 
and  bv  his   calculation  of  the   Mystic  watershed, 
that   being    one-half     greater,   should    therefore 
vield  one-half  more,  that  is.  twentv-four  millions. 
It  is  admitted  to  be  fair  to  use  the   Cochituate 
watershed  as  a  basis  or   comparison   to  determine 
the  amount  procurable  from  the  Mystic.    Kirk- 
wood  &  Francis  say  that   the  geological  charac- 
ter of   the   two   basins    is    analogous.    It  then  is 
clear,  upon  conservative  testimony,  beyond  reason- 
able question,  that   we  now  have  40  millions  as  a 
dailv  supply.    The   City  Engineer  concedes  that 
the 'increase   of   population   for  the  remainder  ot 
the  centurv  will  not  be  in  a  ratio  greater  than  thirty 
per  cent,   per  decade  outside  the  Mystic  district, 
ami  Kirkwood.v  Francis. whom  no  one  wul  accuse 
of  open  hostility  to  the  Sudbury  project,  estimate 
the  increase    in    the    Mystic   district   at   forty  per- 
cent, per  decade  during  the  remainder  ol  the  cent- 
ury.   Thev  also  in  their  report  notice  the  fact  that 
as'eities  augment  in  *ize  the  ratio  of  increase   di- 
minishes,   and  it  is  true  that  the  city  proper  only 
increased   about    one-half   of  thirty  per  cent,  dur- 
ing the  last  decade  :  that  is.  from  lsr.O  to  1870.    But 
assuming  that  the  two  districts   will   increase  re- 
spectively at  the  rate  of  thirty  ami  forty  per  cent., 
which  certainly  must  be  regarded  a-  a  liberal  esti- 
mate, we  shall 'find  by  actual   calculation  that  our 
population,  inclusive    of    annexed  territory,  will 
equal  in  1890    about    six    hundred  thousand.    The 
Water  Committee   say   in  their  report.  City  Docu- 
ment No.  38.  that  sixty  gallon-  for  each  inhabitant 
per  diem   should,    and   probably    will    be,  ample. 
Therefore  we  shall  need,  at  sixty  gallons  per  in- 
habitant  (or   o.OOO.oon   gallons    per    100,000    inhab- 
itants),  SO.ooo.ooii    gallons  for  our  population  of 
nno.ooo  m    1890.    But   the  evidence  shows  that  we 
shall  have    4o.ooo.ooo    gallons    then,  which  would 
give  us  a  margin  of  4.000.OOO  in  a  dry    season,  and 
from  15,000. nii.i  to  25.  1100. onO   in    an    ordinary  or  wet 
season.    This    calculation    is    on    the  assumption 
that  we  take  no  effective  measures  in  the  mean- 
time to  check   the    confessedly    great    waste  con- 
stantly occurring.    No  one  will  credit  that  a  daily 
supnlv  of  sixty  gallons  for  every  man,  woman  and 
child 'in  our  city  is  either  required    or  used,  mak- 
ing all    due    allowance   for   consumption  for  me- 
chanical purposes.    The  only   reasonable  conclu- 
sion is  that  a  large  proportion   of   this    amount  is 
wasted.      The    "Water    Registrar    estimates    the 
amount  wasted  at  one-third  of  the    entire  supply. 
Upon  what  business  manciple  is  it   proposed  to  in- 
cur a  large  expenditure  for  an   additional  supply, 
when  a  large  portion  of  that  which  we  now  have 
is  not  utilized :'    Every  gallon  of  water  that  comes 
into  our  city  represents  property  of  the  city.    It 
has  cost  the  city  a  definite  sum  of  money,  and 
should  lie  guarded  as  zealously  as  any  other  kind 
of  public  property.    A  strong  argument   in  favor 
of  the  introduction  of  water   metres  generally  is 
that   now.  valuable  property  of   the   city,— costly 
enough,    eertainlv,— is     intrusted   to   individuals 
who  are  comparatively   held    to    no  responsibility 
for  the  use  or  waste  of  it.    And  I  believe   that  by 
employing  proper  safeguards    we  can  secure  ali 
the  water  lor  an  abundant   supply    during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  century.    But.  without  any  greater 
economy  than  is   now    shown,   it  is  clear  that  we 
have  an  abundance  for  years  to  come,  as  long  and 
longer  than  any   prudent    man  would    anticipate 
his  wants.    Especially  is  this   true  when  we  reriect 
that  we  can  have  no  competition  for  water  supply 
which  we  shall  not  always  be    bound  to  recognize, 
and  to  which  our  own  supply  must  always  be  sub- 
ject.   Therefore  whenever  it  may    become    neces- 
sary we  can  reenforce  from  the  'Sudbury  or  Shaw- 
sheen,  or   from    any   other   source  deemed   most 
practicable,  and  save  the  immense  load  of  interest 
which  we  must  carry  if  we  enter  upon  this  Sud- 
bury scheme  now. 

It  doubtless  will  seem  to  many  rank  heresy  to 
claim  that  Cochituate  water  is  not  the  best  in  the 
world,  and  much  of  the  opposition  to  the  use  of 
the  Mystic  water  is  due  to  a  supposed  superiority 
of  Cochituate  over  the  Mystic.  This  is  a  mistake. 
For  drinking  purposes  Mystic  is  fully  equal  to 
Cochituate;  and  many  respectable  persons,  hav- 
ing practical  experience  of  ooth.  pronounce  the 
Mystic  superior.  The  objections  formerly  offered 
to  it  bv  the  citizens  of  Ward  1  were  all  removed 
when  'the  water  pipes,  which  had  become  foul 
from  long  use  as  terminal  pipes,  were  cleaned. 
The  highest  medical  authority  awards  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  Mystic,  for  the  reason  that  hard  water 


is  preferable  to  soft  for  domestic,  though  not  for 
mechanical  imposes.  An  article  in  Rraithwaite's 
Retrospect— an  acknowledged  authority  in  Europe 
— is  conclusive  on  this  point  in  its  sanitary  aspect. 
On  page  24,  of  the  January  number,  it  says— (the 
article  is  written  by  the  editor  of  the  Medical 
Pre.-s  and  Circular)— 

"[There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  conven- 
ience of  using  soft  water,  but  there  are  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  suitability  of  soft  water  for  the 
supply  of  large  towns.]  On  reference  to  a  report 
of  Dr.  Letheby's,  we  find  he  gives  the  mean  mor- 
tality per  1000  in  an  average  of  five  years  of 
twenty  English  towns,  and  with  a  water  supply 
of  ten*  degrees  of  hardness,  and  in  another  group 
of  thirteen,  with  a  water  supply  under  ten 
degrees.  In  the  first  division  we  find  placed 
nine  large  towns  —  Portsmouth,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Nottingham,  Hull,  Southampton,  Reading, 
Ely.  Chelmsford  and  Gloucester  — and  each,  it 
appears;  has  an  average  death  rate  of  21.9 
per  1000.  In  the  second  division  are  the  names 
of  the  towns  we  will  not  specify,  but  the  average 
death  rate  reaches  the  unenviable  position  of  28 
per  1000.  So  that  here  we  once  more  meet  with  an 
undeniable  proof  of  the  superior  salubrity  of  those 
towns  supplied  with  hard  water  as  compared  with 


authority,  that  in  the  towns  last  referre 
rhoea prevails  as  a  chronic  complaint.  In  other 
countries,  also,  this  is  the  case  ;  take,  for  instance, 
the  Netherlands  or  the  city  of  Boston,  United 
States.  The  latter  town  derives  its  water  supply- 
form  Lake  Cochituate,  and  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants is  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition  at 
the  present  moment.  Dr.  Hayes,  in  a  paper  pub- 
lished m  Silliman's  American  Journal  of  Science, 
tells  us  that  the  water  of  this  languid  lake  con- 
tains "numerous  animalcules,"  fresh  water 
sponges,  erustaceous  and  an  abundance  of  ochry 
matter.  It  is  only  consistent  to  find,"  says  the 
same  author,  "an  affinity  to  putrid  water,  and 
there  are  periods  of  the  year  during  which  it 
closely  approaches  to  this  character."  In  October 
last,  '-the  water  supply  had  become  most  offensive 
and  the  water  rleas  hail  attained,  to  an  unusual  size 
and  quantity,  so  much  so  that  the  cotton  filters 
were  closed 'by  their  dead  bodies,  and  after  such  a 
statement  as  this,  it  will  surprise  no  one  to  find  by 
the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Massachusetts  that  Boston  is  most  unsanitary, 
and  that  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea  and  dvsentery 
are  sweeping  off  thousands;  that  there  is  filthi- 
ness  within  and  squalor  and  disease  without,  and 
that  the  waters  from  the  foul  streams  are  mingled 
with  human  excrement;  nevertheless  they  are 
habitually  used  for  drinking  and  washing  the 
clothes  of  the  people  who  live  111  the  most  aristo- 
cratic quarters.  Few  who  have  followed  the 
water  inquiry  with  any  attention  will  fail  to  see 
that  collateral  evidence  and  argument  in  every 
way  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  hard  against 
soft  water  and  will  understand  'why  the  commis- 
sioners of  Paris  and  Vienna  decided  in  favor  of 
hard  water  for  the  inhabitants  of  these  cities.  Of 
the  waters  selected  for  Paris,  we  may  point  to 
those  of  St.  Philbert  and  Arinentieres,  brought 
from  a  distance  of  about  eighty  miles  and  each 
with  an  average  hardness  of  12.46  per  gallon; 
while  for  Vienna,  the  famed  Kaiserbrunnen  and 
Stixenstein  shoiv  an  average  hardness  of  10.82 
per  gallon.  It  is  scarcely  credible,  with  such 
facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  that  any  man,  or 
any  body  of  men,  should  be  found  ready  to 
bring  surface  water  into  our  towns  and  "pro- 
nounce it  fit  for  "every  domestic  purpose." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  very  remarkable,  that 
with  the  exhaustive  information  which  has  been 
brought  to  us  from  certain  directions,  no  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  citv  bv  the  Water  Board.  It  is  true  that  in 
the  year  1872,  the  year  that  Sudbury  River  was  in- 
troduced, the  death  rate  increased  37  per  cent, 
over  that  of  1871. and  deducting  deaths  from  small- 
pox from  both  years  the  increase  is  still  25  per 
cent,  for  1872,  and  the  increase  in  percentage  was 
largely  in  that  class  of  diseases  which  medical  au- 
thority attributes  to  an  impure  water  supply  as 
a  cause.  We  have  had  our  engineer  and  chemist 
to  pronounce  upon  tlie-water- question;  but  no  phy- 
sician, when  it  is  conceded  that  disease  and  death 
may  lurk  in  water  and  yet  yield  no  sign  to  chemi- 
cal analysis.  The  State  Board  of  Health  have 
warned  lis.  and  yet  we  apparently  have  not  heeded 
it.  The  City  Registrar,  in  his  report  for  1872,  pro- 
nounces our  death  rate  appalling;  a  rate,  notwith- 
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standing  our  healthful  location,  not  exceeded  by 
but  one  citv  in  the  country;  a  death  rate  greater 
than  that  of  St.  Louis,  of  Memphis,  of  Mobile,  and 
equal  to  that  of  New  Orleans.  If  medical  testi- 
mony can  be  relied  upon,  no  small  portion  of  the 
increase  in  the  death  rate  is  fairly  attributable  to 
a  failure  to  properly  purify  our  sources  of  water 
supply.  And  by  adopting  tile  .Sudbury  scheme  we 
go  still  further  m  the  wrong  direction,  since  it  is 
not  proposed— nor  is  the  cost  of  so  doing  included 
in  the  estimate— to  clear  the  proposed  storage  ba- 
sins of  their  accumulations,  of  peat  and  muck,  as 
it  is  not  practicable,  and  they  therefore  must  be 
perennial  sources  of  pollution.  Instead  of  being 
the  last  consideration,  or  no  consideration  at,  all', 
absolute  purity,  so  far  as  it  is  attainable,  should 
be  the  first.  And  if  purification  shall  lie  promoted 
as  the  result  of  this  investigation  an  A  discussion, 
all  the  time  so  consumed  will    have    been   well 


report  of  the  Committee  on  Watei  was  presented, 
that  I  was  not,  neither  did  1  think  anv  of  my  asso- 
ciates, and  I  will  cheerfully  include  my  'friend 
from  Ward  12,  who  presented'  his  views  in  a  minor- 
ity, now  committed  or  bound  to  any  particular 
scheme  for  a  suppry  of  water,  any  fun  her  than  a 
somewhat  protracted  and  frequent  investigation 
of  the  subject  might  have  appealed  to  our  reason- 
able convictions.  #And  I  believe,  today,  that  we 
are,  one  and  all, free  to  hear  and  to  judge  without 
prejudice  upon  any  scheme  that  may  be,  or  has 
been,  urged  for  the  best  good  of  the  city  we  are 
all  trying  to  represent.  AVe  have  heard  in  this 
room  some  hints,  we  have  heard,  abroad  and  in 
the  newspapers,  strong  insinuations,  that  there  is 
some  pet  project  in  view,  some  "ring,"  as  it  is 
popularly  called  in  these  times,  tor  the  helping  on 
of  the  Sudhuty-River  project.  I  desire,  therefore, 
to  add  with  emphasis  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  "Ward  1,  that  in  my  experience  here, 
since  the  first  of  January  last,  and  I  have  been  a 
pretty  constant  visitor  at  all  times,  I  have  never 
seen  a  single  circumstance,  or  heard  a  single  word 
evincing  the  least  interest  in  ihi-  scheme,  except 
from  those  members  of  the  City  Council  whose 
right  and  duty  it  is  to  investigati  and,  discuss  it, 
"Without  any  attempt  at  special  pleading  or  argu- 
ment at  this  time,  I  wish  to  present  very 
briefly  a  few  considerations  that  seem  of  impor- 
tance to  me,  and  which,  taken  into  con- 
sideration with  what  has  been  so  well 
said,  may  I  trust  be  no  hindrance  at  least  to  an 
intelligent  and  light  conclusion  in  this  matter— a 
matter  of  as  much  importance.  ;i-  affecting  the 
health,  protection  and  financial  condition  of  this 
city,  as  will  be  likely  to  be  placed  in  the  decision 
of  any  City  Council  'that  will  ever  occupy  these 
seats.  For  the  decision  of  this  great  question,  we 
certainly  must  admit  that  we  h..ve  at  disposal  the 
most  thorough  reports  of  experts  and  the  most 
minute  data,  with  the  cumulative  experience  of 
the  past  years.  But  we  have  seen  so  much,  we 
have  read  so  much,  and  we  have  talked  so  much 
during  the  long  tune  that  this  subject  has  been 
exciting  attention,  that  I  feai  sometimes  we  are 
drifting  away  from  the  solid  considerations  that 
demand  our  earnest  iliought:  we  are  disposed  to 
set  up  our  theories  for  standard  truth;  to  dispute 
the  facts  and  figures  of  those  whom  we  should 
recognize  as  authority;  and  to  conjure  up  circum- 
stances that  have  no  real  existence,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  again  demolishing  them  with  ar- 
gument. You  have  asked  your  Lngi.ioer  to  report 
upon  different  schemes  and  plans  lor  a  supply  of 
water.  He  has  answered  you  fully  and  intelli- 
gently. There  «;•<■  matters  i'n  his  reports  open  to 
judgment  and  criticism,  because  they  are  matters 
upon  which,  as  business  men,  we  ought  to  have 
some  practical  knowledge;  but  in  so  far  as  they 
relate  largely  to  questions  of  excavation,  of  con- 
struction, of  st  length,  Hi i wages  and  matters  of  civil 
and  hydraulic   engineering,  1   want  to  know  what 


responsibility.  Now  have  you  got  a  competent 
Engineer?  If  you  have  not,  then  let  us  have  one, 
or  let  us  have  a  commission  of  engineers  to  ex- 
amine his  statements  and  figures.  Iain  not  here 
specially  as  his  defender,  but  I  cannot  forbear  a 
word  in  his  behalf,  when  he,  being  in  a  position 
where  he  cannot  reply,  finds  his  statements  per- 
verted as  I  have  heard  them  in  a  public  place 
within  a  week,  his  sincerity  questioned,  and  a 
strong  disposition  evinced  to  deny  facts  and 
figures  which  his  position,  investigation  and  ex- 
perience should  make  almost  standard  authority. 
I  have  known  the  gentleman  but  a  short  time,. 


but  I  think  it  no  more  than  absolute  justice  to  add 
to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9 
my  own  conviction  of  the  patience,  courtesy,  and 
remarkable  freedom  from  bias,  with   which  he  is 
always  ready  and  willing  to  discuss   this   question 
with  "any  member  of  the  City  Council.    Nor    do  I 
infer  that  his  views  are  so  widely  different  from 
some  of  those  expressed  here,  as  might  at  first  be 
supposed.    I   hardly  think  he  would  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward    12  (Mr.  Warren),  but  I 
do  think   he  would   coincide   with  the  gentleman 
from  the  same  Ward  (Mr.  Dean)  that  everything 
ought    not    to    be    sacrificed    to     "gravitation" 
in    a    water    scheme,     and     that     he    will    ad- 
mit,   other    things    being    equal,    that    no    ob- 
jection   exists  to  -pumping."    And    there   is   no 
sort   of   doubt   that  he  as   well  as  others  have 
always     inclined    to    the    Charles   as  a    source 
of    supply,   if  it    could  be    had.   thereby    agree- 
ing  with  "the   gentleman  from  Ward  y,  who  has  in 
so  fair  and  ir.terestieg  a  manner  recently  given  us. 
his  ideas    on  this  subject.    Let  us  look  a  little  at 
the  origin  of  this  question  before  us.    Two  years 
ago    the  whole   public  mind  was  greatly  excited 
upon  this  matter  of  a  water  supply— the  failure  of 
Lake  Cochit.uate  to  furnish  the  necessary  daily 
amount  required,  and  what  seemed  at  the  time  to 
be  the  certain  attendant  results,  viz.,  the  restric- 
tion of  what  we   had  to    domestic    purposes  only; 
the  effect  of  this  on  manufacturing  and  insurance 
interests;  the  incidents  of    the  great   fire  in  1872, 
and  the  discovery  of  the  insufficiency  and  Condi- 
tion of   the   pipes  in  the  streets,  the  state  of  the 
Cochituate  conduit,    the  sanitary  considerations 
arising  from   the  loss  of   a   bountiful  supply   of 
water— all  these  things  conspired   to  cause  a  de- 
mand  at   that   time  for  an   abundant  source  of 
water,  one  not  only  abundant  for  the  present,  but 
for  the  distant  future.    The  tone  of  the  city  press 
at  the  time,  and    of  all  those  who  had  given  the 
subject   attention,  or  who   were    directly  or  indi- 
rectly interested  m  it,  is  conclusive  in  the  matter. 
In  answer  to   this  demand   so  unequivocally  ex- 
pressed, the  Water  Hoard  after  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigation, selected  Sudbury  River  as   the   source  of 
supply.  In  due  course  the  City  Council,  the  neces- 
sary legislation  having  been   procured,  authorized 
appropriations,  and  the  work  went  on,  and  is  now 
going  on.    Theproject  1ms  been   really  and   sub- 
stan'tiiill ii  adopted.    But  owing  to  a  technical  de- 
ficiency in  the  orders,  and  to  supply  that   deficien- 
cy, the' whole  subject  is  again  at  this  time  opened. 
Now  what  is  the  difference  between  the  require- 
ments of  today,  and  those  of  two  years  ago?    Are 
they  any  less?    Has  the  acquisition  of  more  terri- 
tory in  any  way  reduced  the  necessity  for  the  care 
of  its  health  and  protection?    Have   we  forgotten 
so  soon  our  fright  of  two  years  since,  and  are  we 
a ailing  for  some  new  cause  of  alarm?    It  is  quite 
possible     that   the    annexation  of    Charlestown, 
which  to  many  minds   was  the   same  thing  as   an- 
nexing   an    inexhaustible    supply  of  water,  may 
have  contributed  to  allay  the  fear  of  a  short  sup- 
ply.   Undoubtedly  the  financial  panic   of  last  sea- 
son, the  shrinkages  in  values  of  all  kinds,  the  re- 
action of  the  inflated  business  of  six  or  eight  years 
past,  and  tne  large  expenditures  of  the  city  in  va- 
rious necessary  forms,  have  been  potent  elements 
in  the  reconsideration  of  the  scheme,  and  in  bring- 
ing it  just  where  it  should  lie  brought,  to   a  ques- 
tion of  necessity  and  finance.    The  real  question 
then  is,  is  the  city  prepared,  and  is  it  for  its  best 
interests  to  proceed  at  once  to  the   construction  of 
works,  that  shall  insure  to  it  not  only  a  sufficiency 
of  water  for  today,  but  also  an  abundant  supply 
for    the     future?    or    is   it    the    best   financial 
policy   to   adopt   some    temporary   expedient   to 
meet  our  requirements  for  a  few   years,   and  thus 
for  a  time  postpone  the  larger  expenditure?     All 
agree  as  to  our  wants,  and  that  at  no  distant  day 
they  must  be  met.      Which    is  the  truest  and  best 
economy,  to  meet  the  question  now  or  then— five, 
perhaps" eight  years  hence?    This  is  the  question 
as  it  seems" to  liie,  and  strong  considerations    may 
be  adduced  on  either  side  of  it.    This  is  not  aques- 
tion  fOr  your  City  Engineer  to  answer,  blithe  gives 
you  statistics  which  will  help  an   intelligent  judg- 
ment upon  it.    If  gentlemen  believe  that  a  tempo- 
rary supply  is,  on  the  whole,  nio-t   desirable  now, 
we    have    the    choice   of   various   sources  —  the 
Charles,    (shawshcen,    Mystic     and     others.      My 
friend  from  Ward  12  (Mr.  Dean)  gave  us.  recently, 
his  views  in  regard  to  such  a  supply  from  the  Mys- 
tic.    1  have  no  desire  to  criticise   his  remarks  very 
closely.     I  know  his  sincerity  and  earnestness,  and 
though  I  see  some  natural   inclination  to  favor  his 
own  position  and  make  it  reri/  strong,      I    do  not 
intend  the  attempt  to  dissect  them  thoroughly.    I 
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came  into  this  Council  as  strongly  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  Mystic  and  its  abundance  as  he  could  de- 
sire, and  though  my  views  of  its  capacity  as  a  per- 
manent supplv  for  Boston  have  been  somewhat 
modified,  1  still  think  that  it  is  the  proper  resort 
for  Atemporiirn  purpose,  believing  that  its  whole 
capacity  will  soon  be  wanted  for  the  territory  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Charles,  which  it  was  specially 
intended  to  supply.  I  may  properly  notice  one  or  two 
of  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
as  I  think  he  misapprehends  -raiie  points  on  which 
he  speaks.  I  think  we  should  remember  that  the 
strength  of  a  chain  is  the  strength  of  its  weakest 
link,  and  that  all  this  question  of  water  has  come 
up,  because  years  ago,  errors,  as  now  demonstrat- 
ed, were  made  in  regard  to  means  of  supply- 
capacity  of  works,  consumption,  waste,  and  many 
other  considerations  which  experience  has  taught. 
but  which  then  hardly  entered  into  the  calcula- 
tions made.  Concede' then  that  some  supply  may 
be  had  from  the  Mystic.  How  much?  You  have 
never  yet  asked  your  Engineer  for  an  estimate  for 
a  scheme  for  temporon/  purposes,  which  I  think 
should  be    done,    although    the    question  is  inci- 


dentally rind  partially  answered   in   the  reports  . 

the  lamer  subject.    lam  gli 

gentleman    from    Ward    12    (Mr.  Dean)    indorses 


rlad  to  notice  that  the 


Messrs.  Kirk  wood  &  Francis  as  scientific  and 
reliable  authority.  They  state  that  by  an  expen- 
diture of  SI ,4ns, (fmi  a  supplv  for  Boston  of  about 
5.1)11(1.01111  gallons  daily  may  be  obtained,  not  8.000.000 
as  claimed  by  him,  and  are  of  opinion  that  this 
supply  will  be  needed  before  one  from  the  Sud- 
bury "can  be  made  available  (City  Doc.  1873,  >o. 
134. "pace  17).  The  v  make  no  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  obtaining  s.nuo.oon  gallon-  from  the  Mystic,  and 
the  inference  is  fair  that  they  did  not  consider  it 
wise  to  attempt  to  secure  such  a  supply.  The 
gentleman  quoting  them,  says  that  a  "supply 
of  s.ooo.ono  gallons  may  be  had  from  the  Mystic 
until  1882.  The  table  of  "errata"  states  "that 
1882  is  a  misprint  for  issii.  The  substance  of  their 
conclusions  is.  that  for  an  expenditure  of  §1,400,- 
000.  a  total  supply  for  the  use  of  both  sides  of  the 
river  of  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  per  diem 
maybe  obtained  in  the  dn/  year;  and  one  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  This  in  an  ordinary  year.  But 
would  it  be  wise  to  risk  the  failure  of  abundant  sum- 
mer rains  during  the  next  six  or  seven  years  ?  and 
would  it  not  lie  the  highest  prudence  in  an  ex- 
penditure in  this  direction  to  secure  the  amplest 
storage  facilities?  A  dry  season  will  affect  both 
Cocliituate  and  Mystic,  and  a  deficit  in  one  can 
hardly  be  made  good  from  the  other.  In  1871  the 
Cocliituate  yielded  13.01)0,000  gallons  daily,  and 
closed  the  year  with  almost  an  empty  lake.  In 
180G  it  yielded  about  fifteen  million  gallons  per 
day.  If  to  the  first  amount  be  added  the  fourteen 
or  fifteen  millions  to  be  had  from  the  Mystic,  the 
total  supply  from  both  will  be  twenty-seven  or 
twenty-eight  millions,  and  added  to  the  second 
amount,  twenty-nine  or  thirty  millions.  The  con- 
sumption from  both  works  m  1873  was  about 
twenty-five  and  a  half  millions ;  so  that  an  ex- 
penditure of  SI. 400,000  on  the  Mystic  will  do  little 
more  than  place  the  city  in  a  safe  condition  for 
three  or  four  years  to  come,  or  for  a  sufficient 
time  to  construct  new  works.  This  is  plainly  the 
view  of  Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis  on  page  17, 
Doc.  134,  where  they  speak  of  the  construction 
of  basms  two  and  four,  and  proceed  to  give 
an  approximate  estimate  of  cost  attending 
the  introduction  of  five  million  gallons  per 
day;  also  intimating  that  the  help  ot  the  Cam- 
bridge supply  might  be  useful:  and  this  estimate 
does  not  include  cost  of  sewers,  etc.,  to  pre- 
serve the  purity  of  the  water.  The  consump- 
tion in  Boston  last  year  was  nearly  eighteen  mil- 
lion gallons  per  day.  Severe  restrictions  have 
been  placed  upon  the  u<t  of  the  water,— fountains 
are  dry,  and  even  the  "flushing"  of  pipes  has  been 
confined  to  the  least  practical  amount:  its  use  for 
power  and  other  purposes  has  '.een  largely  re- 
fused. Is  it  the  best  policy  to  continue,  as  for  the 
past  few  years,  with  a  limited  supply?  Is  it  not 
wiser  to  relieve  this  feeling  of  uncertainty,  and 
meet  the  public  wish  by  a  course  that  shall  put  trie 
question  at  rest  definitely?  There  are  many  mat- 
ters connected  with  this  use  ei  the  Mystic  works, 
such  as  the  capacity  of  the  delivery 'pines  from 
the  reservoir,  the  connections  between  the  Boston 
and  Charlestown  pij.es,  the  loss  of  head  and  other 
circumstances,  all  which  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
this  question,  and  are  proper  subjects  for  the  re- 
port of  an  engineer,  rather  than  for  the  specula- 
tion of  those  not  qualified  to  judge  of  them.  It 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  a  small  supply, 
say  three  or  four  millions  daily,  may  be  had  from 


the  Mystic  at  a  slight  expense,— a  supply  of  five  or 
six  million  gallons  in  a  dry  season  may  be  had 
at  an  expenditure  of  a  little  over  a  million  dollars, 
and  that  to  derive  a  supply  of  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lion gallons,  the  construction  of  large  storage  ba- 
sins at  a  heavy  cost  will  be  require,!,  and  of  a 
tharacter  which  it  would  be  fair  to  infer 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis  did  not  feel 
ivas  favorable  for  storing  water,  as  they 
make  no  estimates  for  them.  (City  Document 
134,  page  12.)  But  if  the  Mystic  proves  unequal 
to  the  necessity  we  have  the  Shawsheen,  my 
friend  further  argues.  He  tells  us  that  the  river 
may  be  easily  and  cheaply  turned  into  the  Abajon- 
na,  and  thence  it  will  find  its  way  into  Mystic 
Lake.  This  is  no  doubt  the  fact,  and  the  expense 
may  not  be  excessive;  nevertheless,  the  cost  even 
with  such  works  is  large  per  million  gallons,  as  I 
am  led  to  think.  The  water  is  let  down  from  its 
river  height  of  100  feet,  to  be  pumped  from  tide 
level  into  the  reservoir  147  feet  above  at  a  large 
yearly  cost.  The  works  he  purposes  are  not  of 
that  permanent  and  substantial  character  which 
it  is  usual  to  construct  for  like  purposes.  They 
might  prove  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  them 
would  far  offset  the  cheapness  of  construction. 
First-class  works,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  the 
basis  of  all  estimates  and  comparisons.  He  seems 
to  make  no  allowance  for  engines,  buildings,  cost 
of  pumping,  several  miles  of  large  mains,  etc.  It 
might  as  well  lie  claimed  that  if  Sudbury  River  is 
turned  into  Farm  Pond  or  Lake  Cochituate,  no 
further  expense  of  bringing  water  need  be  con- 
sidered. The  gentleman  devotes  much  space  to 
the  consideration  of  gravitation  and  pumping, 
comparing  one  with  the  other,  and  holding  up 
Charlestown  as  an  instance  of  the  profitable  re- 
sults of  the  latter  mode  of  supply.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  this  latter  mode  has  been  profitable  there. 
It  has  already  paid  off  sr,7,0no  of  the  water  debt,— 
a  fund  of  $96,000  was  turned  over  to  the  City 
Treasurer  here  when  annexation  occurred, 
and  the  surplus  of  last  year  was  some 
340,000  over  and  above  water  interest  and 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  works.  But  as 
a  matter  of  argument  and  comparison,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  city  of  Charles- 
town derived  the  same  water  rate's  from  East 
Boston,  Somerville,  Chelsea  and  Everett,  where 
she  was  at  no  expenditure  for  distribution  pipes, 
as  in  her  own  limits.  If  the  cost  of  these  pipes  be 
reckoned  in  her  water  debt,  and  the  yearly  inter- 
est on  the  same  be  taken  into  the  account,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  profit  of  her  pumping 
would  lie  materially  reduced,  though  it  would  not 
affect  the  gratifying. fV/c/  as  it  stands  to, lay.  "All 
pumping  works'pay."  says  my  friend,  "and  great 
gravitation  works  do  not  pay.''  How  many  pump- 
ing works  "pai/"  in  any  other  sense  than  gravita- 
tion works  pay  ?  The  cost  of  pumping  is  a  yearly 
expense  representing  the  interest  on  a  certain 
amount  of  capital.  Jf  this  capital  will  cover  the 
extva  cost  of  gravitation,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
if  experience  and  information  is  worth  anything, 
that  it  is  safer  to  adopt  and  will  pay  as  surely  as 
pumping.  If  the  Mystic  can  be  supplemented  by 
the  Shawsheen,  so  can  the  Sudbury  be  by  the 
Charles,  if  necessary,  and  the  gentleman  admits 
the  Sudbury  watershed  1o  be  7.2.1  miles  more  than 
the  Mystic  and  Shawsheen  combined.  The  Sud- 
bury and  Charles,  from  which  the  water  may  be 
brought  in  a  single  conduit, have  a  combined  water- 
shed of  220  square  miles,  and  will  furnish  120.000 
to  150,000  gallons  per  day.  I  notice  one  remaining 
matter.  It  is  said  that 'Mr.  James  R.  Baldwin 
writes  from  Rome  that  the  Mystic  should  be  cred- 
ited with  twenty-four  millions  instead  of  eighteen 
millions  daily.  No  one  denies  Mr.  Baldwin's  emi- 
nence,but  I  think  some  allowance  should  be  made 
for  his  confessed  lack  of  memory  or  fa  niiliarity  lat- 
terly with  this  matter.  The  tone  of  his  letter 
would  seem  to  indicate  an  opinion,  that  y  the  Co- 
cliituate is  equal  to  a  supply  of  eighteen  millions 
en  the  Mystic  should  be  equal  to  twenty- 


daily,  and  many  years  it  has  yielded  considerably 
less  than  this  amount,  even  drawing  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  storage  capacity,  and  in  1871  it  gave 
only  thirteen  million  gallons  daily,  exhausting 
itself.  If  the  hypothesis  is  wrong,  the  conclusion 
is  wrong.  My  friend  al-o  places  the  cost  of  the 
Mystic  at  §10  per  million  gallons,  as  showing  what 
a  blunder  the  city  once  made.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  by  what  calculation  he  obtains  that  §19. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  never  undertook  to  com- 
pute it  at  all.    I  took  it  from  the  statement  of  the 
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Engineer,  upon  whom  tin-  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  pins  his  faith. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward.  21— It  seems  to  me  that  tak- 
ing the  last  Mystic  report,  and  reckoning  interest 
on  the  debt,  as  should  be  done  in  matters  of  com- 
parison, it  will  amount  to  three  times  his  figures. 
The  report  of  the  Mystic  board  for  1871  (the  short- 
supply  year)  has  been  extensively  used  as  an  argu- 
ment for  the  capabilities  of  the  supply  from  the 
Mystic.  I  think  I  can  show  to  any  candid  man 
that  the  figures  do  not  bear  out  the  statements  re- 
garding the  depth  of  water  overflow  and  the 
quantity  that  went  to  waste  that  year.  I  only 
allude  to  this  for  the  reason  named  above.  I  am 
not  here  to  decry  the  Mystic  works.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe  them  to  be  perfect  for  the  work 
they  were  designed  to  accomplish,  and  owing  to 
the  able  management  which,  has  always  char- 
acterized them,  and  many  fortunate  circum- 
stances attending  them,  they  have  been  finan- 
cially, also,  a  success.  I  suppose  it  is  not 
questioned,  that  for  a  supplementary  supply 
they  are  ample.  And  in  what  I  have  said  I  have 
not  noticed  my  friends  remarks  in  any  captious 
spirit,  remembering  full  well  that  1  am  liable  to 
errors  and  misapprehension*,  and  only  hoping 
that  between  us  two,  and  indeed  from  all  that  is 
temperately  and  fairly  said  here,  some  light  may 
be  evolved  and  some  aid  be  furnished  to  our  judg- 
ment on  the  subject.  Placing  my  faith  '  then 
where,  it  seems  to  me,  it  must  eventually  largely 
rest,  on  the  opinion  of  experts,  and  conceding  that 
f  water  may  be  obtained 
for  a  permanent  and  ade- 
quate s  apply  we  must  look  elsewhere,  and  that 
••elsewhere"  has  been  determined  upon  as  the 
Sudbury  or  Farm  Pond,  the  qirestion  comes 
back  to  me,  Shall  we  take  the  temporary,  or  the 
permanent  and  costly  one?  I  have  occupied  so 
much  time  that  I  have  no  right  to  consume  more, 
at  least  now,  in  arguing  in  regard  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case,  the  expectations  and  demands  of 
our  people  on  the  one  side,  or  the  great  cost  and 
expenditure  on  the  other.  I  hope  some  gentleman 
may  be  inclined  to  look  at  this  latter  view  of  the 
matter  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  his  ideas,  for  it 
is  certainly  a  view  to  be  thoughtfully  considered. 
In  the  financial  aspect  of  the  matter  1  have  made 
some  inquiry  of  the  Water  Registrar,  whom  all 
recognize  as  authority,  in  regard  to  the  restric- 
tions which  the  present  scarcity  of  water  puts 
upon  the  itse  of  the  Cochituate,  the  consequent 
loss  of  income,  and  the  probable  increase  of  it, 
from  a  permanent  and  bountiful  source — and  I 
have  been  somewhat  astonished  at  the  facts  I 
have  learned  from  him  in  these  respects,  and  they 
have  gone  far  to  convince  me  that  no  narrow  or 
niggardly  policy  for  a  supply  should  now  prevail. 
He  estimates  that  the  increased  income  from  an 
unstinted  supply  would  be  soon  equal  to  the  inter- 
est at  six  per  cent,  on  an  expenditure  of  rising 
86,000,000. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  I  venture  to 
mention,  and  that  is  the  enormous  waste  of  water. 
We  are  talking  of  expenditures  for  supplementing 
and  supplying  at  a  cost  of  from  two  to  eight  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  the  Registrar  tells  you  that  near- 
ly one-third  of  the  water  that  does  come  to  us  is 
waster],  a  large  portion  of  this  in  the  most  wanton 
and  heedless  manner.  And  yet  the  people  who 
have  to  pay  for  it  are  apparently  as  indifferent  as 
this  City  Council,  who  sit  here  to  represent  them. 
I  agree  with  my, friend  from  Ward  14,  that  there  is 
a  remedy  for  this  thing  if  we  have  the  courage  to 
take  hold  of  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have 
taken  all  the  time  I  should  at  one  session.  If  I 
have  said  anything  worthy  of  remembrance,  or 
that  shall  aid  in  the  decision  of  the  matter,  I  shall 
be  glad. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  sent  an  order  to  the 
Chair,  which  was  decided  out  of  order  at  that 
time,  as  ; thcr  subject  was  pending. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  be  specially  assigned 


for  half-past  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening, 
and  that  the  final  vote  on  the  order  be  taken  on  or 
before  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  call  for  a  division  of 
the  question. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  ordering  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  or 
before  ten  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— My  reason  for  making 
that  motion  is  this:  This  order  has  been  before 
the  Council  a  great  while,  and  we  have  discussed 
it  pretty   thoroughly.      After   consultation   with 

fentlemen  in  favor  and  opposed  to  the  measure,  I 
ave  become  satisfied  that  one  evening  more  will 
be  sufficient  for  further  debate,  and  I  suppose 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  specially  assigning 
a  time  when  the  vote  should  be  taken.  We  cer- 
tainly ought  to  come  to  some  conclusion.  We 
have  a  large  corps  of  engineers  and  laborers  under- 
pay, and  if  this  matter  is  to  be  abandoned  it 
ought  to  lie  done  forthwith;  and  if  we  are  going 
ahead,  due  authority  should  be  given  to  the  Water 
Board  to  proceed.    That  is  the  only  objeet  I  had. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  am  as  anxious  as  any- 
body that  there  should  be  no  delay,  hut  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  has  raised  some  points  which 
I  should  like  to  satisfy  my  mind  upon.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  take  the  vote  will  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  suppose  the  order  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  intends  to  offer  has 
some  reference  to  this  question,  and  I  would  re- 
quest that  it  be  read. 

The  Chair  read  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Board- 
man,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed and  empowered  to  appoint  three  physicians 
who  shall,  at  their  earliest  opportunity,  examine 
and  report  upon  the  comparative  desirability,  on 
sanitary  grounds,  of  the  Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shaw- 
sheen  and  Charles  River  water;  the  expense  of 
such  investigation  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 


that  order  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  My  own  im- 
pression from  the  course  this  discussion  has  taken 
was  that  an  earl,  conclusion  would  not  be  reached. 
As  I  heard  Dr.  Clarke  say,  only  a  few  days  ago,  in 
this  City  Hall,  that  nothing  was  so  expensive  as 
disease'  and  nothing  so  cheap  as  health,  and 
as  this  is  a  question  that  affects  the  pros- 
perity and  health  of  the  city,  and  as  med- 
cial  men  argue  that  there  is  a  special  increase  in 
certain  diseases  of  the  class  which  are  presumed 
to  be  caused  by  an  impure  watersupplv,  I  thought 
this  a  question' which  should  be  investigated  by 
physicians.  Even  if  this  order  should  fail,  this  in- 
vestigation would  be  good  tor  some  future  time. 
It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  there  should  be  any 
delay.  We  have  had  reports  from  the  engineers 
and  chemists,  but  none  from  medical  men. 

Mr.  Minotof  Ward  17— The  importance  of  that 
order  in  a  financial  view  is  illustrated  in  the  last 
report  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Health  It  was  there 
stated  that  each  life  yhich  the  city  of  Boston  lost 
had  cost  it,  $12,000.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of 
people  who  die  in  Boston  every  year  or  what  num- 
ber the  percentage  of  increase  m  mortality  repre- 
sents; but  I  am  sure  that  it  is  the  amount  given- to 
each  life,  and  it  is  a  pretty  large  sum  in  the  aggre- 
gate. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Lest  any  person  may  think 
I  am  pressing  this  thing  unduly,  a  iter  consultation 
with  several  gentlemen  since  the  introduction  of 
this  important  order,  although  I  am  fearful  the 
discussion  may  be  prolonged  beyond  the  vacation, 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  order  offered  by  Mr.  Boardman  was  read 
once,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 
the  rule  was  suspended,  and  it  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    8,    1874. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable— George  R.  Williams,  for  duty  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Police  Officers  for  dutv  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment—H.  M.  Forristall,  E.  R.  Smythe,  George  R. 
"Williams. 

Special  Police  Officers— Edward  A.  Miskelly. 
Charlestown  Cemetery ;  John  Shea,  Silver  street, 
between  A  street  and  Dorchester  avenue  ;  Thomas 
Calligan,  First  Religious  Society.  Roxbury ;  Fred 
M.  Stanley,  India-wharf  Market ;  John  H.  Brown, 
Faneuil-Hall  Market;  Frederick  Grozinger,  Amo- 
ry  Grove,  Roxlmry;  Charles  H.  Howe,  A.  T. 
S'tearns,  lumber  yard.  Albany  street;  Melville  Du 
Crowe,  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

VACANCY  IN  THE  BOARD  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE 
POOR. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
transmittting  the  following  communication  and 
recommending  its  reference  to  the  appropriate 
committee : 

Boston.  June  8,  1874. 

To  His  Honor  Mayor  S.C.Cobb:  Dear  Sir— It 
becomes  my  painful  duty  to  notify  you,  and 
through  you  the  City  Council,  that  a  vacancy  ex- 
ists in  the  Board  of*  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Citv  of  Boston  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  George 
Faiiyan.  Dr.  Fabyan  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  in  1860.  He'  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
position  in  an  efficient  manner,  was  a  pleasant 
associate  and  true  to  all  the  obligations  which  he 
owed  to  the  community  as  a  citizen.  He  died 
after  a  short  illness  on  the  '.'5th  of  May  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four.  In  his  death  the  city  has  lost  a 
faithful  public  servant  and  the  poor' a  sympathiz- 
ing and  zealous  friend.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
very  truly  yours, 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Magazine  street,  be- 
tween George  and  Dudley  ;  Third  street,  between 
O  and  P ;  and  in  Hartford  and  High  streets,  were 
considered,  and  there  being  no  objection,  they 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  expediency 
of  removing  tree  from  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
of  Andrew  H.  Potter  on  Richmond  street,  in  Ward 
16,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Reuben  S.  Swan  appeared  and  objected  to 
the  removal  of  the  tree;  it  does  not  obstruct  the 
sidewalk  at  all,  being  at  least  one-half  within  the 
line  of  the  estate  owned  by  Mr.  Potter;  the  per- 
son who  desires  its  removal  does  so  because  it 
obstructs  the  view  up  the  street  from  his  bay  win- 
dow. Mr.  Swan  had  leased  the  premises  and  de- 
sired that  the  tree  should  not  be  removed  until 
autumn,  at  least,  after  the  promised  large  crop  of 
fruit  had  been  gathered. 

The  order  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

RECEPTION    OF    VISITORS     FROM    PHILADELPHIA. 

Alderman  Prescott— Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  the 
honor  of  having  with  us,  this  afternoon,  a  dele- 
gation from  the  Select  and  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  know  that  the 
members  of  this  Board  will  feel  honored  in 
having  an  opportunity  to  be  introduced  to  the 
delegation  from  our  sister  city,  and  I  therefore 
move  that  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes  be  taken. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  a  recess  of  fifteen 
minutes  was  taken,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  business  was  resumed. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Charles  H.  Mer- 
ritt,  representing  that  he  receivea  an  appoint- 
ment m  the  permanent  Fire  Department  as  lad- 
derman  in  Hook  anil  Ladder  Company  No.  8,  in  the 
month  of  October  last,  and  that  he  has  performed 


the  duties  required  therein  until  the  1st  of  June, 
1874,  when  he  was  discharged  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners on  account  of  age ;  that  in  April  he  was 
unjustly  fined  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  as  he 
believes,  for  attending  church  service  on  the  5th 
of  April,  he  having  an  order  to  do  so  from  Chief- 
Engineer  Damrell,  but  a  charge  of  absent  with- 
out leave  was  preferred  by  the  then  temporary 
foreman,  and  he  was  discharged  without  a  fail- 
trial,  as  he  believes,  and  sentenced  to  forfeit  two 
days'  pay,  which  was  deducted  from  his  pay,  he 
signing  the  pay  roll  under  protest;  he  represents 
that  ten  clays"  pay,  now  due,  is  withheld  by  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  he  asks  for  a  hearing. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  ant!  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Timothy  H.  Libby,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Ames  street,  for  a  carriage 
shed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  S.  C.  Bixby,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  sewers  in  Shaw  unit 
avenue;  J.  G.  Kelso  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  South 
Eden  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  ( 'oni m  ittee  on  Streets.  Lewis  Flan- 
ders &  Co.  et  al.,  truckmen,  that  the  proposed 
draw  on  Eastern-avenue  Bridge  he  not  located 
above  the  general  grade  ot  said  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Brice  S.  Evans,  for  leave  to  erect  three 
stables  of  brick,  stone  or  iron,  on  West  Camden 
street. 

John  Bruce,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Wordsworth  street. 

James  O'Neil,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Greenwich  street. 

Charles  H.  Volentine,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  North  Harvard 
street,  Brighton. 

W.  H  Richardson  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  occupation  by  G.  Tidd  of  a  stable  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue  and  Harden  street. 

Daniel  P.  Nichols,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  fir  one  horse  at  72  Dale  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  W.  Long 
for  grading  Centre  street,  between  Linwood 
square  and  Cedar  street. 

Winifred  Herner.to  be  paid  for  damages  caused 
by  change  of  grade  at  'M  Newborn  street. 

'National  Dock  and  Warehouse  Company  et  al.. 
that  Lewis  street,  East  Boston,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

John  W.  Martin  et  al.,  that  Nashua  street  be  re- 
paved. 

William  Wilson  et  al.,  for  removal  of  the  fence 
standing  across  the  end  of  West  Canton  street. 

Joseph  Ballard  et  al.,  that  Bromtield  street  be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks. 

Thomas  Scollay,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Winship  street. 

J.  F.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Western  avenue, Ward  19, 
be  put  in  order. 

Charles  L.  Healev  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  westerly  side  of  Walnut  avenue,  from  Town- 
send  street  to  Kgleston  square. 

S.  A.  B.  Hastings  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Glenwood  street  be  laid. 

Thomas  Burroughs  et  al.,  that  East  Castle,  be- 
tween Harrison  avenue  and  Washington  street,  be 
called  Mott  street. 

Jacob  Bleiler  et  al.,  for  the  grade  of  Mechanic 
street. 

Thomas  Bennett  et  al.,  that  Moon  street  be 
graded  and  paved. 

Citizens  ot  East  Boston,  that  gates  be  placed 
across  the  Eastern  Railroad  tracks  on  Sumner  and 
Webster  streets. 

Life  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  concrete  crossings  be 
laid  in  certain  streets  in  Brighton. 

Israel  G.  Whitney  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Water 
street,  between  Congress  and  Kilby  streets,  be 
paved  with  wood,  for  the  following  reasons:  The 
street  is  narrow  and  the  walls  arc  high,  thereoy 
greatly  increasing  the  noise  of  passing  teams,  and 
the  buildings  are  mostly  occ  pied  for  offices  and 
counting  rooms. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pav  Bridget  Gateley  $400,  for  grade 
damages  on  Weston  and  Newbern  streets.  Passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  police  rules  so  as  "to  allow 
the  Chief  of  Police  to  suspend  from  duty  and  pay 
anv  member  of  the  force  against  whom  a  written 
complaint  shall  be  made,"  etc. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  some  explanation 
of  this  order.  Anv  partv,  it  seems  to  me,  can  keep 
a  policeman  out  of  his  pay  by  simply  preferring 
written  charges.  Unless  some  gootl  reason  is 
shown,  I  shall  oppose  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  object  of  this  order  is 
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that,  in  case  a  policeman  is  suspended  and  is  not 
reinstated,  he  shall  receive  no  pay  from  the  time 
he  is  suspended  until  he  resigns  or  is  remove  d  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Until  recently  it  was  sup- 
posed that  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  such  pay ; 
but  it  has  been  decided  recently  he  is  entitled  to 
pav  until  he  is  removed  from  the  force  or  resigns, 
anil  several  cases,  half  a  dozen  years  old,  have  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  for  payment.  Such 
an  order  ought  to  have  been  passed  years  ago. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  sprinkle  Stoughton  street,  between 
Brook  avenu?  and  Pleasant  street,  at  an  expense 
to  the  city  not  exceeding  $900. 

Alderman  Harris — Do  I  understand  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  the  expense  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
abutters,  or  that  the  whole  expense  is  to  be  borne 
by  the  city? 

Alderman  Peters— The  abutters  will  pay  the 
same  amount  that  is  paid  by  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order   to   pay  the   "trustees   of  the   grs 


school  in  the  easterly  part  of  Kox'.miy."  and  oth- 
ers, 81416  60,  for  land  damages  on  Brookside  ave- 
nue.   Passed. 

Order  for  Chief  of  Police  to  notify  owners  of 
signs  and  other  obstructions  which  project  into 
Washington  street  beyond  the  limit  defined  by 
law,  to  remove  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  the 
Fire  Department  not  to  license  the  sale  of  any 
fireworks  at  retail. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  object  intended  by  the 
introduction  of  that  order  has  already  been  at- 
tained, the  Board  of  Engineers  having  passed  a 
vote  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was  in- 
definitelv  postponed. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  \V.  Bartlott  82500.  for  leave 
to  use  his  patent  torch  for  the  purpose  of  light- 
ing the  street  lamps,  during  the  term  of  said  pat- 
ent, or  any  renewal  thereof. 

Alderman  Harris— As  the  Board  is  aware,  not 
only  this  order  itself,  but  the  discussion  which  en- 
sued on  its  introduction  at  our  last  meeting,  have 
been  suppressed  in  the  official  report,  and,  there- 
fore, none  of  us  have  seen  the  order  in  print.  I 
believe  that  our  action  in  all  matters  of 
this  kind  should  be  open,  and  that  scru- 
tiny should  be  invited.  As  I  said  at  our 
last  meeting,  this  patent  torch  was  used 
in  the  city  of  Charlestown.  They  tested  it  to 
the  best  of 'their  ability  and  deemed  it  inexpedient 
to  continue  its  use.  1  have  said  to  members  of 
this  Board  that  the  right  to  use  that  torch  was  of- 
fered to  the  city  of  Charlestown  for  8100,  but  the 
Government  declined  it,  even  at  that  price.  Now 
this  order  comes  in  here  to  pay  Mr.  Bartlett  S25im. 
We  have  no  report  from  the  committee  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  using  the  torch,  a->d  we  are  asked  to 
pass  the  order  without  having  seen  it  in  print,  and 
having  an  opportunity  to  understand  it  m  all  its 
details.  With  the  knowledge  that  I  have  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  It  is  possible  that 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  order  may  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  Board,  but  with  the  knowledge 
I  have  I  cannot  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  had  the  honor  to  introduce 
this  order,  after  a  careful  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  all  the  patent  lighting  apparatuses  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  city  of  Boston  since  I 
have  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
We  have  veiy  thoroughly  tried  this  torch,  and 
with  satisfaction  to  the  entire  committee,  I  think. 
As  to  the  price  asked  for  this  torch  in  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  as  named  by  the  gentleman  from 
that  district.  I  do  not  think  he  knows  it  of  his  own 
personal  knowledge.  I  would  ask  whether  he 
knows  it  of  his  own  personal  knowledge.  The 
price  usually  paid,  I  am  told  by  the  inventor,  is 
81  royalty  for  each  lamp.  In  the  city  proper 
and  in  South  and  East  Boston  there  are  4852 
lamps,  and  the  men  are  paid  at  the  rate 
of  2V4  cents  per  lamp  per  night  for  each 
lamp.  The  committee  propose  to  reduce  the 
pay  from  two  and  a  quarter  to  two  cents  per  lamp, 
and  to  enlarge  the  routes  and  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  employes.  The  aggregate  pay  of  these 
men  is  810-'  per  day.  and  by  the  change   it   will  be 


Charlestown.  Brookline,  Brighton  and  Roxbury, 
there  are  3965  lamps,  and  the  men  (fifty  in  number) 
receive  81  60  per  day  on  an  average.  By  the  pro- 
posed change  the  committee  hope  to  save  an 
amount  corresponding  with  the  section  of  the  city 
where  the  men  are  paid  by  the  lamp,  by  enlarging 
the  districts  one-ninth,  or  say  89  per  day.  or  83285 


per  annum,— thus  saving  to  the  city  $7665  per  an- 
num. The  committee  believe  this  to  be  a  safe  es- 
timate of  the  saving  for  the  first  year, 
which,  they  believe,  may  be  increased  here- 
after. In  Charlestown  there  are  eight  men  now 
employed  to  light  the  ISO  street  lamps,  which  your 
committee  believe  can  be  as  quickly  done  by  this 
process  by  five  men,  thus  saving  to  the  city  in  this 
section  84  50  per  day,  or  81642  in  the  next  twelve 
months.  I  am  willing  that  the  public  should 
scrutinize  the  contract  between  the  committee 
and  the  man  selling  this  torch.  In  one  year  we 
save  almost  §9000,  and  we  believe  we  can  save 
more  after  we  have  consolidated  the  department. 
I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  purchase  this  torch.  I  have  tried  to* the  best  of 
my  ability,  since  1  have  been  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps,  to  place  this  department  in  such 
a  shape  that  no  man  can  had  fault  with  it. 

Aldermen  Peters— I  fully  concur  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  This 
torch  is  successfully  used  in  London,  Liverpool, 
New  York.  Spring-held,  Worcester  and  other  cities, 
and  if  it  failed  in  Charlestown  it  must  have  been 
from  some  fault  in  those  who  managed  it,  rather 
than  the  torch. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  this  the  same  instrument 
that  was  used  on  the  Common  a  few  years  ago 
and  found  to  be  impracticable,  because  there  was 
a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  lamp,  so  that  during  a 
high  wind  the  lamp  was  blown  out? 

Alderman  Hall— 1  cannot  answer  that  question. 
We  have  used  this  torch  on  Boston  Common  this 
year  and  I  went  and  saw  it  used  without  this 
lighters  knowing  I  was  there.  It  must  be  appar- 
ent to  any  one  that  a  man  cannot  get  up  on  a  lad- 
der and  light  a  lamp  as  quickly  as  he  can  with  the 
torch.  It  we  believe  in  making  improvements 
it  must  be  admitted  that  this  one  is  the  best  of  the 
kind.  It  will  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing anything  in  'the  bottom  of  the  lamp. 
That   portion    of    the    lamp    will    re    left    out. 

Alderman  Emery— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  I  concur  in  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  this  torch.  Last  year  the  com- 
mittee went  to  Springfield  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  their  method  of  lighting  the  lamps,  sup- 
posing they  were  using  this  torch.  We  found  it 
in  use  there",  and  they  recommended  it  very  high- 
ly, stating  that  it  was  a  very  great  saving.  But 
the  price  was  held  so  high  that  we  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  recommend  its  purchase.  We  could 
get  no  offer  that  came  near  the  price  we  voted  to 
pay  for  it,  by  a  great  many  thousand  dollars. 
That  was  the  only  reason  we  did  not  recommend 
it  then.  The  committee  have  had  several  sessions 
upon  the  subject  before  they  recommended  the 
purchase,  and  I  have  no  question  but  that  the 
reasons  presented  by  the  chairman  are  correct.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city  to  use 
the  torch.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town must  be  mistaken  about  its  being  offered  for 
$100;  it  must  have  been  for  a  year  or  a  month,  or 
for  some  limited  time. 

Alderman  Harris— I  am  aware  that  it  is  an  un- 

Eleasant  task  to  oppose  a  committee's  report,  and 
or  one,  I  dislike  to  do  so ;  but  I  deem  it  my  duty. 
I  received  my  information  from  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  old  city  of 
Charlestown,  who  assured  me  that  the  right  to 
use  that  torch  could  have  been  purchased  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  Knowing  that  gen- 
tleman as  I  do,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  his 
statement.  To  use  this  torch  will  involve  the 
necessity  of  removing  a  portion  of  the  glass  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lamp,  and  in  my  judgment  it  also 
requires  a  i  peculiar  stopcock,  that  can  be  turned 
easily,  involving  a  larger  expense,  which  I  see  the 
chairman  makes  no  allusion  to.  In  consultation 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Gas  Company  he 
assured  me  that  the  gas  freezes  in  the 
winter,  which  will  require  that  a  person  shall 
use  a  ladder  in  ascending  to  the  lamp.  In  New 
York  the  lamps  are  of  a  different  pattern  from 
ours  ;  thev  are  set  lower  and  are  more  easily  light 
ed.  The  gentleman  from  the  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict alluded  to  London,  New  York  and  other  great 
municipalities  which  have  this  pattern.  I  asked 
our  friends  from  Philadelphia.  this  afternoon, how 
they  lighted  their  lamps,  and  they  said  in  the 
same  manner  as  Boston,  so  that  we  are  not  so  very 
much  behind  the  age.  My  own  idea  was  that  this 
money  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee who  should  invite  proposals  and  receive 
plans  for  lighting  the  lamps  anil  putting  out  the 
lights,  and  thought  that  some  good  might  come 
from  it.  My  judgment  is,  that  this  torch  which 
they  seek  to  introduce  now  will  fail  of  its  object. 
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Alderman  Hall— The  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town  speaks  of  gas  freezing.  I  do  not  know  what 
kind  of  gas  they  use  in  Charlestown,  but  ours 
does  not  freeze.  'Sometimes  the   water  freezes  in 


a  glass  globe  lamp,  which  is  certainly  a  great  im- 
provement on  the  kind  we  use  here.  There  is  no 
trouble  about  the  lights  blowing  out.  It  is  said 
that  the  light  will  be  blown  out  if  the  bottom  of 
the  lamp  is  left  open.  The  trouble  is  not  encoun- 
tered in  all  the  cities  where  such  a  lamp  is  used.  I 
would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  order  was  passed—  veas  10,  nay  1,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bige!j\\,  lln«)k>.  .lark.  Cutler, 
Emery,  Hall,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthing- 
ton— 10. 

Nay— Alderman  Harris— 1. 

Absent— Alderman  Prescott. 

Order  to  widen  Leverett  street  on  land  of  Clark 
B.  Wood,  2931  square  feet,  at  a  cost  of  §16,000. 
Passed. 

Order  to  purchase  estate  of  John  Haven  to 
extend  Clifton  street,  17,500  square  feet,  at  forty 
ceuts  per  foot.    Passed. 

Order  to  widen  Shawnmt  avenue,  between  Dud- 
ley and  Guild  streets,  on  land  of  T.  J.  Dunbar  et 
al.,  9741  feet,  at  a  cost  of  §20,903  75  iCity  Doc. 
No.  37). 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought 
to  have  some  explanation  of  the  order  to  widen 
this  street.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  is  a  large 
sum,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  spending  it 
there.  I  would  like  some  member  of  the  commit- 
tee to  explain  the  order. 

The  Chairman— The  order  has  been  before  the 
Board  for  the  last  seven  days,  and  nfembers  have 


Alderman  Worthington— There  is  a  certain  part 
of  Shawmut  avenue  which  should  be  widened 
there.  The  committee  have  examined  it  and  had 
drawings  made  which  are  now  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  who  approve  them.  If  the 
gentlemen  of  this  Board  will  examine  the  draw- 
ings, thev  will  see  that  there  isa  positive  necessity 
for  the  widening,  which  will  make  a  much  more 
desirable  street  for  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  wish  to  find  fault 
with  the  Committee  on  Streets;  neither  do  I  wish 
to  be  reminded  of  my  faults  when  I  ask  questions 
in  this  Board.  But  i  must  confess  that  going  out 
there  and  widening  a  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue 
and  not  widening  the  larger  portion  of  it,  seems 
to  me  to  be  bad  judgment.  11  this  Government  are 
going  to  widen  streets  why  don't  they  go  down  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  city,  where  the  streets  are 
narrow  and  where  blocks  are  continually  occurring. 

Alderman  Peters— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
committee  have  looked  into  the  question  how  far 
the  old  turnpike  rights  exist  there.  When  I  was 
a  boy,  the  old  toll  house  stood  at  the  corner  of  St. 
James  street  and  the  old  turnpike,  was  laid  out 
sixty-four  feet  wide  and  ran  to  the  Dedham  line ; 
but' at  this  time  it  is  not  more  than  forty  feet, 
owing  to  encroachments  made  by  somebody.  It 
may  be  the  city  has  lost  the  .right  there,  birt  it 
seems  to  me  that  unless  it  has  been  lost,  that  right 
ought  to  be  there  still. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  anticipate 
this  debate,  else  I  would  have  had  the  drawings 
here,  and  1  am  sure  the  widening  would  have  com- 
mended itself  to  every  one  in  this  Board.  We 
ought  to  widen  that  portion  of  Shawmut  avenue 
beyond  Dudley  street.  The  portion  that  we  pro- 
pose to  widen 'is  narrower  than  any  other,  and  it 
will  take  land  that  at  some   future   time   will   cost 


the  city  a  very  high  price.  The  proposed  widen- 
ing will  very  much  improve  that  pal  tot  the  street. 
In   regard   to   the  old  Dedham  turnpike,  I  have 


known  this  part  of  the  street  for  thirty-seven 
years,  and  none  of  it  ever  was  four  rods  wide,  and 
no  part  of  this  part  we  are  going  to  put  in 
ever  was  in  the  old  Dedham  turnpike. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  sure  the  gen- 
tleman will  find  that  the  portion  he  is 
talking  of  never  was  over  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
County  Commissioners,  in  conjunction  with  the 
city  of  Roxbury,  blasted  out  the  rocks  to  make  it 
forty  feet  wide,  as  it  is  now.  Mr.  Guild  and  Dr. 
Harriett  had  owned  the  property  fully  sixty  years 
before.they  sold  it  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  two  years  ago.  It  can  easily  be  traced 
ba  k  for  sixty  years.  I  am  sure  that  the  money 
will  be  well  spent,  and  that  if  every  member  of 
this  Board  will  go  there  they  will  say  so.  A  portion 


of  the  money  we  appropriate  we  shall  receive  back 
in  the  shape  of  betterments.  As  it  is  now  the 
damage  done  to  buildings  amounts  to  only  §860. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  is  mistaken  if 
he  thinks  the  old  Providence  turnpike  did  not  run 
where  this  street  is.  I  remember  it  well.  If  Mr. 
Guild  owned  the  property  so  long  ago,  the  en- 
croachments must  have  been  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street.  I  know  that  those  old  turn- 
pikes were  laid  out  sixty-four  feet  wide  their 
whole  length.  I  think  there  is  a  question  of  en- 
croachment on  the  whole  length  of  the  line  that 
might  be  looked  into. 

Alderman  Hall- This  order  is  for  the  widening 
of  Shawmut  avenue  above  Guild  street.  I  think 
it  is  below  St.  James  street  where  the  old  toll 
house  stood.  The  widening  should  be  done,  but  I 
think  I  would  have  commenced  below  and  run 
Shawmut  avenue  in  the  rear  of  the  Universalis! 
church,  so  that  we  could  have  known  where  the 
street  is.  There  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  who,  if 
you  send  him  out  Shawmut  avenue,  would  know 
when  he  got  to  Washington  street.  I  think  the 
widening  should  run  in  the  rear  of  the  I'niversal- 
ist  church,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  done  at  some  time. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  strb- 
ject  on  the  table.    Lost— 5  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  voted  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table  because  I  thought  we  should  lose  nothing 
by  so  doing,  ami  perhaps  we  might  gain  some- 
thing. I  think  the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbury 
has  made  a  good  point— that  this  land  belongs  tb 
this  city,  and  it  does  not  become  this  Hoard  to  buy 
it  if  that  is  so.  If  we  could  lay  this  oraer  upon 
the  table  for  a  week,  we  could  ascertain  what  the 
facts  are  in  regard  to  that  statement. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  vote  for  the  order  be- 
cause I  know  the  necessity  for  the  widening.  I 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
Board  refused  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  no  objections 
to  laying  the  order  upon  the  table,  but  I 
know  the  necessity  for  widening  this  prop- 
erty. I  remember  going  out  there  thirty  years 
ago;  there  was  a  small  wooden  house,  and  farther 
up  on  the  left  two  or  three  other  wooden  houses. 
Now  there  is  a  brick  block  there.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Samuel  uuild  was  one  of  the  principal 
proprietors  of  the  Dedham  turnpike  many  years 
ago.  and  his  heirs  now  own  it.  Farther  up,  James 
Guild  owns  the  property  that  the  gentleman 
claims  was  part  of  the  turnpike.  The  city  of  Rox- 
bury never  made  any  claim  to  that  property,  so 
far  as  I  know,  during  the  twenty  years  I  have 
lived  in  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  re- 
consideration, and  on  his  motion  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  four  o'clock  next 
Monday  afternoon. 

Order  to  print  five  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  Sumner  Memorial.  Rejected,  by  a  rising  vote 
—6  for,  6  against. 

Order  for  the  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of 
three  able  non-resident  civil  engineers  to  make  a 
full  and  comprehensive  examination  of  the  possi- 
ble water  supply  for  this  city. 

Alderman  Hail— I  would  like  to  hear  some  ex- 
planation given  why  we  should  spend  this  money 
in  seeking  a  supply  of  water,  before  I  am  ready  to 
Vote  for  this  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  ottered  that  order  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  important  that  the  members  of 
the  City  Government  at  large  should  be  more  ful- 
ly informed  that  they  are  now  in  regard  to  the 
supply  we  are  to  have  hereafter.  We  have  two  or 
three  different  reports  made  in  regard  to  a  supply 
of  water.  We  lately  annexed  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  to  Boston,  with  the  Mystic  Water  Works, 
which  some  think  will  supplv  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  millions  of  gallons  a  day,  and 
that  at  a  smaller  expense  than  any  other  city 
in  this  Union  could  receive  water  for.  I  have  been 
in  the  way  of  believing  that,  myself,  and  1  have 
seen  nothing  to  contradict  it.  'Then  we  have  the 
reports  of  experts  that  they  would  supply  but  four- 
teen millions  of  gallons.  Now,  sir,  there  is  a  direct 
contradiction.  Then  we  have  a  report  from 
another  department  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
getting  a  supply  from  Farm  Pond  and  from 
another  source.  '  We  have  others  who  claim  that 
by  damming  the  Mystic  Rivcrand  introducing  the 
Shawshcen,  and  husbanding  the  water.,  we  can 
get  a  supply  that  will  last  from  ten  to  fifteen  years 
longer.    There  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the'  tax- 

J layers  that  the  city  should  not  spend  eight  mil- 
ions  of  dollars  for  water ;  that  feeling  is  very 
strong  at  City  Hall.     We  do  not  know  which  we 
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should  take.  There  may  be  some  here  who  say  "I 
know,"  and  who  will  tell  you  thev  are  posted. 
But  the  majority  are  not.  When  I  went  to 
our  City  Engineer  and  asked  the  question 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  a  tem- 
porary supply,  he  said,  "I  have  never  been 
asked  that  question ;  if  you  ask  that  question  I 
shall  give  an  answer."  The  question  asked  him 
was,  What  will  it  cost  to  bring  the  water  in  Farm 
Pond  to  Boston?  and  which  would  he  advise? 
and  he  replied,  By  a  new  conduit.  The  question 
never  has  been  asked  him  about  a  temporary  sup- 
ply. I  say  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  demand  a 
full  investigation  of  this  matter  before  we  go 
ahead  and  spend  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  believe 
we  can  get  a  temporaiy  supply  for  ten  years,  and 
the  cost  cannot  exceed  thiee  millions  at  most. 
We  should  husband  the  water  and  not  spend 
eight  millions  of  dollars  if  we  can  get  a  supply  for 
less.  My  belief  that  we  can  do  so  is  as  good  as 
that  of  any  Alderman  who  believes  we  cannot, 
and  I  want  three  disinterested  men  from  out  of 
Massachusetts  who  will  tell  us,  without  prejudice 
or  instruction  from  any  clique  or  committee  or 
board.  The  citizens  of  Boston  demand  that  we 
should  not  spend  eight  millions  until  we  know 
that  it  is  necessary.  For  that  reason  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  and  I  hope  it  will  pass.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  satisfy  the  City  Government,  and 
when  we  get  a  report  f.'om  such  a  commission  we 
shall  know  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Hall— I  believe  we  have  an  Engineer, 
whose  authority  is  undisputed,  whose  integrity 
has  never  been  questioned,  and  I  believe  in  his 
ability  to  give  us  all  the  information  we  have  ask- 
ed for.  Last  year  we  spent  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  get  information,  and  what  i-  The  result?  There 
are  not  five  men  m  the  whole  City  Government 
who  realize  what  the  reports  are.  Can  any  man 
judge  from  them  where  we  should  go  to  get  water  ? 
If  any  man  will  go  over  the  reservoirs  to  Lake 
Coehituate,  he  will  see  that  they  can  be  rebuilt  at 
very  little  cost.  Let  him  go  to  Charlestown,  and  to 
the'Mystic  Water  Works,  as  I  have  done,  and  he 
will  convince  himself  that  we  can  eet  water  there. 
I  think  we  have  got  water  enough  at  Charlestown 
to  supply  the  city  for  ten  years.  I  am  not  in  fa- 
vor of  spending  another  dollar  for  information, 
especially  if  we  must  go  outside  of  the  city  to  get 
it.  I  believe  in  sending  to  our  own  Engineer  for 
information,  and,  if  we  cannot  do  that,  let  us  get 
a  man  who  can  give  us  the  information  we  desire 
without  going  outside  of  the  city  for  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  oppose  this  order  be- 
cause it  means  the  spending  of  money.  I  think 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  can  ob- 
tain more  intelligence  than  he  possesses  without 
our  spending  several  thousand  dollars  to  give  it  to 
him,  if  he  is  open  to  conviction.  If  he  is  not  open 
to  conviction  ten  thousand  dollars  paid  to  foreign 
engineers  will  not  benefit  him.  The  trouble  is  we 
are  having  rain  nearly  every  day.  We  ride  out  to 
see  Stony  Brook  flowing  over,  and  one  member 
says  there  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  city.  But 
suppose  you  had  gone  to  Lake  Coehituate  and  had 
seen  that  it  was  so  low  that  it  had  no  supply  from 
its  triDutaries,  and  we  were  pumping  there  every 
day  until  we  got  relief  from  Sudbury  River  and 
Farm  Pond.  When  I  turned  my  back  upon  that 
lake  then.Isaid  Iwouldvote  for  a  sufficient  supply 
of  water  if  it  cost  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  never 
would  trust  a  city  as  large  as  this  to  so  small  a 
creek.  The  trouble  is  we  have  so  many  iains. 
Let  there  come  a  drought  and  you  will  see  the 
matter  in  its  true  light.  The  members  of  the 
Council  differ  in  opinion.  One  thinks  Flax  Pond 
will  give  a  supply,  another  Shawsheen,  etc.,— and 
it  is  all  very  well  if  we  can  always  have  rain. 
But  w-e  must  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past  and 
prepare  for  the  future  by  building  a  safe  conduit 
of  sufficient  size,  in  an  ample  watershed  to  give  us 
an  abundant  supply.  Then  we  would  be  safe. 
What  is  this  city  worth  without  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  water?  I  find  that  those  men  who  have  on- 
piised  this  water  supply  are  in  favor  of  a  park. 
They  favor  economy  in  water,  but  go  for  extrava- 
gance on  a  park.  You  have  only  got  to  question 
them  to  find  out  their  designs.  It  does  not  be- 
come this  Government  to  oppose  having  a  good 
supply  of  water.  We  do  not  want  to  advertise 
that  a  man  must  not  use  his  hose  or  that  he  must 
let  the  dirt  accumulate  on  his  window  fi  antes  be- 
cause we  cannot  let  him  use  the  water  to  wash 
it  off.  It  is  a  narrow,  contracted  view  that  will 
try  to  shut  down  upon  this  water  question.  We 
ha've  been  putting  this  subject  eft"  time  after  time, 
and  orders  have  come  in  here  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  different  engineers,  and  questioning  the 


integrity  of  our  own  servants,  men  whom  he  have 
elected.'  Does  it  become  the  members  of  this 
Board  to  do  so?  I  say  not.  We  should  trust  in 
their  integritv  until  we* have  cause  to  doubt  them. 
I  say  it  is  nonsense  to  pass  this  order.  We  have 
got  "all  the  intelligence  on  the  subject  we  can,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  the  order  to  seize  the  water  of 
Sudbury  River  would  have  passed  both  branches, 
but  for  "the  abundant  rains  we  have  had. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  want  any  bet- 
ter argument  for  this  order  than  wa<  used  against 
it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  He  says  that 
every  member  has  got  a  different  opinion,— one 
say-' Flax  Pond,  another  Stony  Brook,  etc.  We 
all  differ  in  opinion  and  we  should  be  of  the  same 
mind.  We  want  men  whom  the  citizens  of  Boston 
can  trust  and  when  they  have  stated  the  source 
from  which  we  can  get  a  large  supply— for  I 
would  have  none  other  than  a  large  supply  ;  I  am 
as  much  in  favor  of  water  as  any  one  and  I  do  not 
talk  half  so  much  about  saving  little  things  and 
spending  money  enormously— then  I  am  willing  to 
accept  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  would  save 
four  hundred  dollars  and  20  on  and  spend  eight 
millions  and  not  let  the  citizens  of  Boston  know 
why  it  should  be  done.  I  say  that  true  economy  be- 
gins here.  The  gentleman  gives  a  good  reason  for 
this  order  when  he  says  the  members  differ  in 
opinion.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  Stony  Brook  or 
Farm  Pond  or  Mystic,  unless  we  can  obtain  a  con- 
stant supply.  We  get  a  report  from  such  men  on 
this  commission  as  the  Mayor  shall  select;  the 
people  of  Boston  will  have  confidence  in  it.  In 
savins:  this.  1  ,i<>  not  intend  to  reflect  upon  our  City 
Engineer.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  him.  If  that 
question  is  put  to  him.jl  believe  he  would  answer 
it.  But  when  you  go  to  him  and  he  answers  so 
and  so,  people  sav  he  is  int  -rested  and  has  been 
niakintr  reports  iii  favor  of  Farm  Pond;  they  say 
he  has  been  instructed,  and  we  do  not  want  any 
man  who  has  been  instructed.  i-,et  us  have  this 
whole  subject  put  into  the  hands  of  three  disinter- 
ested engineers,  and  wait  until  we  get  their  re- 
port. We  want  a  plan  that  will  be  supported. 
Then  citizens  will  pay  their  taxes  cheerfully,  be- 
cause thev  want  water.  The  reason  I  have  ottered 
this  order  is  that  we  may  know  what  the  city- 
wants. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  this  order  is  unneces- 
sary. There  is  no  doubt  that  we  have  as  good 
talent  in  Boston  as  could  be  procured  on  this  sub- 
ject. When  other  cities  want  extraordinary  talent, 
they  come  to  Boston  to  get  it,  and  it  is  preposter- 
ous'to  go  bevoud  our  own  limits.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands  says  he  has  unbounded  confi- 
dence in  tin-  Citj  Engineer.  Why,  then,  does  he 
desire  to  employ  others?  I  do  nut  think  the  sub- 
ject would  be  improved  by  going  outside.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  not  satisfied,  and  want  this  subject 
gone  over  again,  I  think  the  best  talent  can  be 
found  in  this  city.  So  far  as  these  various  pro- 
jects are  concerned,  I  have  always  heard  gentle- 
men talk  about  them  and  I  have  heard  some  talk 
about  damming  the  Mystic.  That  experiment  has 
been  tried  some  time  a'sro.  Whenever  I  used  to  go 
to  East  Boston  and  heard  the  Mystic  water  men- 
tioned, I  heard  nothing  but  "damns"  mentioned 
in  connection  with  it.  I  thought  that  experiment 
had  been  tried  Ions:  ago.  and  I  think  there  is  no 
use  Inlookins:  for  relief  by. lamming"  the  .Mystic. 
I  believe  that  if  you  keep  on  discussing  this  sub- 
ject here,  some  fine  momma;  vou  will  wake  up  and 
find  yourselves  out  of  water.  I  do  not  come  here 
as  an  engineer,  but  in  the  election  of  such  an 
officer  my  first  duty  is  to  find  out  whether 
he  is  a  fit  man  for  the  place.  If  we  elect  an  En- 
gineer and  he  receives  a  unanimous  vote,  it  seems 
to  me  that  all  our  constituents  ask  of  us  is  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  the  Engineer  elected  to  attend 
to  this  business.  And  that  is  what  I  propose  to 
do.  I  think  we  have  hail  enough  of  these  orders 
coming  in  here,  and  I  hope  no  more  of  them  will 
pass  through  this  Board. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence— yeas 
5,  navs  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Alderman  Brooks,  Harris,  Peters,  Pres- 
cott,  Worthington — 5. 

Nays— AHerui' -n  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Power,  Stebbins— 7. 

Order  to  establish  hack  fares  to  and  from 
Charlestown.  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  (City 
Doc.  >To.  45).    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Edward  Whitmg  et  al.,  and  Com- 
pany C,  Fourth  Battalion  Infantry.  Referred,  in 
concurrence. 
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Auditor's  exhibit  for  .Tune  1.     Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  open  anew  avenue  from  Market  street, 
Ward  19,  to  Cambridge.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  the  subject  of  the  accept- 
ance of  Maywood  and  Savin  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  Cross 
street,  from  Haymarket  square  to  Commercial 
street.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  appoint  three  physicians  to 
examine  and  report  on  the  sanitary  qualities  of 
Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Charles  River 
waters. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
another  of  tho-e  orders  which  there  is  no  necessity 
of  passing.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  the  members  of  this  Board  but  that 
either  Sudbury,  Mystic  or  Shawsheen  water  is 
pretty  good  in  quality.  The  rnly  question  is, 
Which  is  the  best  place'  to  get  water  from?  I  do 
not  understand  that  there  is  any  question  as  to 
the  goodness  of  the  water,  and  I  see  no  necessity 
for  parsing  this  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  think  that  unless  we  want 
three  opinions  we  had  better  appoint  one  physi- 
cian. 

Alderman  Cutter — That  is  what  I  was  just  going 
to  say;  for  if  the  doctors  fall  out  what  benefit  are 
we  going  to  get? 

Alderman  Brooks— I  am  surprised  at  the  change 
in  the  gentleman's  mind.  I  certainly  think  this  is 
an  important  order.  As  one  member  of  this 
Board  I  do  not  repudiate  all  information  in  regard 
to  the  water  question.  It  is  a  question  of  vital 
importance  to  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  :  it  comes 
home  not  only  to  the  health,  but  to  the  pocket- 
book  of  every  citizen.  I  am  somewhat  astonished, 
knowing  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  as  I  do, 
to  see  his  course  in  this  matter,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  becomes  us  as  members  of 
this  Board  to  repudiate  all  information.  I 
certainly  am  not  so  full  of  knowledge  that 
I  desire  to  receive  no  more.  I  desire  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  receive  the  best  of  water  and  for 
the  least  sum  of  money,  and  to  take  it  from  the 
most  abundant  source.  The  gentleman  says  the 
Engineer  has  never  been  asked  what  is  the  cheap- 
est source.  That  question  should  be  put  to  the 
Engineer.  If  he  says  we  can  receive  the  most 
wafer  for  the  least  money  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for  it.  But  ten  millions  of  dollars  seems  to  me  a 
to  spend  when  we  do  not  need  but  ten 


cheapest  and  best  source  for  an  abundant  supply, 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  we  should  refer  the 
matter  to  a  commission  who  are  comnetent  to  get 
the  information. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  before,  this  is  all 
nonsense.  We  have  hail  all  the  water  analyzed. 
The  doctors  from  ICast  Boston  decided  that  Mystic 
water  was  not  fit  to  drink,  and  the  doctors  in 
Charlestown  said  it  was  the  best  water  in  the 
world.  If  we  should  get  a  commission  of  doctors 
from  East  Boston  anil  Charlestown,  we  should  be 
in  as  bad  a  dilemma  as  before.  All  this  water  is 
good,  and  we  have  that  on  record.  It  would  be  a 
wilful  waste  of  money  to  pass  such  an  order  as 
this.  We  have  already  got  all  the  information 
such  a  commission  could  give  us. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  we  desire  to  find  out  the 
quality  of  the  water,  we  should  employ  chemists; 
that  has  been  done  already,  and  the  results  may 
be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  Water  Board.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  of  spending  money  unless  we  are 
able  to  get  an  equivalent  for  it. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non  concurrence,  by  a 
rising  voti — 1  for,  8  against. 

The  report  and  oruer  providing  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county, 
and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came 
up  from  the  Common  Council,  amended  so  as  to 
fix  the  interest,  after  first  day  of  January  next,  at 
nine  per  cent,  instead  of  tirclvr  per  cent.,  on  both 
the  taxes  assessed  and  on  the  shares  of  national 
bank  stock. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  last  year, 
and  we  adopted  that  method  of  collecting  the 
taxes,  so  that  they  should  be  due  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, and  six  per  cent,  interest  should  be  charged 
till  the  1st  of  January,  and  on  and  after  that  date 
twelve  per  cent,  should  be  cbarged.  I  think  it  is 
a  good  and  practical  order  for  this  Government  to 
adopt,  because   the   city   borrows    money.      We 


passed  an  order  at  the  last  meeting  to  borrow  four 
millions  temporarily,  to  be  paid  when  the  taxes 
come  in.  If  we  cannot  depend  upon  these  taxes 
being  paid  in,  we  shall  have  to  raise  money  in 
some  other  way.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  we 
should  compel  citizens  to  pay  their  taxes  in  some 
way  or  other.  So  far  as  I  "am  individually  con- 
cerned, 1  would  prefer  to  have  a  less  per  cent.,  so 
that,  if  I  choose,  I  could  use  the  money  to  better 
advantage.  I  think  we  should  adhere 'to  our  ac- 
tion at  the  last  meeting.  The  city  has  had  to  bor- 
row money  at  18  per  cent,  in  order  to  run  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  if  there  should  come  a  panic  we  do 
not  want  to  borrow  money  at  that  rate.  In  order 
to  keep  our  credit  good  I  think  we  should  adhere 
to  our  former  vote. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  amendment  from 
the  Common  Council  is  severe  enough  on  people 
of  moderate  means.  The  city  has  never  had  to 
pay  much  over  seven  per  cent. ;  we  were  charged 
as  high  during  the  panic  as  we  probably  ever 
shall  be  again.'  Every  person  who  is  able  to  pay 
his  taxes  will  do  so,  and  no  one  will  be  delinquent 
if  he  has  got  the  money  to  pay  with;  and  if  they 
do  not  pay,  it  will  be  because"  they  have  not  the 
means.  The  burden  of  nine  per  cent,  will  eat  in- 
to their  resources  fast  enough,  to  say  nothing  of 
twelve  per  cent.  If  there  is  any  possibility  of  the 
city  having  to  pay  nine  or  ten  per  cent.,  1  would 
favor  charging  twelve  per  cent.  It  is,  of  course, 
more  pleasant  for  the  gentlemen  who  receive  the 
taxes  here,  but  I  do  not  think  we  should  pass 
such  a  law  to  take  such  an  exhorbitant  rate  of  in- 
terest from  the  poor  people.  I  should  deem  it 
exhorbitant  for  any  cub-done  broker  to  take  that 
per  cent,  from  me  if  I  needed  the  money,  or  if  he 
should  require  the  city  to  pay  it.  Nobody  will  be 
behindhand  except  from  misfortune  or  a  bad  state 
of  business.  The  city  is  sure  to  get  the  taxes.  It 
is  an  old  saying  that  there  are  two  things  sure  to 
come  in  this  world— death  and  taxes.  We 
should  concur  with  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Peters— If  it  is  the  wise-t  government 
which  is  the  most  paternal,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
wou'd  be  hard  for  this  city  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  so  high  a  rate  of  "interest.  The  father 
would  be  a  skinflint  who  made  his  son  pay  twelve 
per  cent. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  think  it  helps  the 
poor  man  at  all.  From  my  experience,  it  is  that 
those  who  pay  the  smallest  taxes  are  the  most 
prompt.  If  you  ask  the  Treasurer  he  will  tell  you 
that  the  largest  svims  come  in  on  the  last  day. 
I  have  heard  large  capitalists  say  that  they  can 
make  money  by  keeping  back  their  taxes,  and  if 
we  adopt  this  amendment  we  shall  benefit  the 
heaviest  taxpayers.  It  becomes  the  city  to  pay  its 
servants  promptly,  and  it  is  business-like  to  ."col- 
lect the  taxes  promptly.  The  banks  do  not  give 
but  three  days  grace ;  if  we  were  to  let  the  taxes 
run  three  months  longer  it  will  be  the  same  old 
story.  It  becomes  this  Government  to  keep  up 
its  credit  and  pay  its  bills  promptly,  and  it  will  in- 
sure economy  to  have  the  taxes  paid  early. 

Aldermai:  Peteis— They  had  a  hearing  a  short 
time  since  before  a  legislative  committee,  at 
which  our  City  Treasurer  appeared  and  favored 
a  non-usury  law  because  people  charged  the  city 
more  than  six  per  cent.  Now  it  is  proposed  that 
the  cityicharge  twelve  per  cent,  interest. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  the  Board  will  not 
concur  in  the  amendment,  but  pass  the  order  in 
the  shape  it  was  at  our  last  meeting,  especially 
the  first  part.  If  an  order  like  tnat  which  comes 
from  the  Common  Council  passes,  it  will  have  no 
effect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  bank  shares,  the  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  being  fixed  by  statute  law  in 
such  cases.  I  concur  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  (i  and  use  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  the  Citv  Engineer  is  most 
competent  to  advise  us  in  regard  to  water — as  an 
argument  for  this  order.  I  am  ready  to  take  the 
advice  of  the  Auditor  and  City  Treasurer  in  this 
matter.  If  we  concur  in  the  amendment  at  all  it 
should  be  only  in  regard  to  the  taxes  levied  upon 
the  cities  and' not  to  the  taxes  on  bank  shares. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — It  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
make  a  statement,  as  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
amount  of  money  required  by  the  tax  of  1873  was 
#s:S8i;.-l'.i7;  the  amount  received,  to  April  30, 1874, 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,  for  which  the  tax 
was  levied  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  tliar  year, 
SK.iiiin. iinl  83;  showing  a  deficiency  of  Sa>5,5!>.ri  17, 
with  an  amounted'  outstanding  taxes  of  more  than 
enough  to  meet  the  same,  with  the  rate  of  interest 
at  twelve  per  cent.,  and   had   not  this  deficiency 
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been  made  up  by  excess  of  revenues  from  other 
sources,  there  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
money  received  to  nay  the  expenses  incurred  and 
payable.  The  tax  bill's  are  due  October  1  of  each 
year,  and  until  November  1  no  interest  is  charged, 
and  if  paid  on  the  1st  of  January  following-,  only 
six  per  cent,  is  charged;  but  if  not  paid  until 
after  January  1,  then  twelve  per  cent,  is 
charged.  Thus  we  see  that,  notwithstanding 
twelve  per  cent,  was  charged  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1873,  there  were  still  due  to  the  treasury 
8295,595  17.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  nothing  more 
than  right  that  the  city  should  have  the  right  to 
assess  its  creditors  a  high  rate  of  interest  if  that 
will  have  a  tendency  to  secure  prompt  payment. 
It  is  a  fact,  already  stated,  that  these  delinquent 
taxpayers  are  not  poor  people  ;  they  are  generally 
those  who  are  best  able  to  pay,— men  who  specu- 
late with  their  money.  If  you  look  at  the  records 
of  last  year,  you  will  see  that  the  delinquents  are 
those  who  are  best  able  to  pay,  and  that  the  poor 
pay  their  taxes  most  promptly.  It  is  be- 
cause speculators  can  owe  the  city  money  at 
six  per  cent.,  and  loan  theirs  at  twelve  or  eighteen 
per  cent.,  that  they  desire  to  keep  their  taxes  as 
long  as  they  can.  It  shows  a  bad  state  of  affairs 
when  the  city  of  Boston  comes  out  minus  8295.000 
on  the  first  of  January,  when  after  that  time  they 
have  got  to  pay  twelve  per  cent.  If  we  had  re- 
duced the  rate  back  to  six  per  cent,  we  should 
have  had  two  millions  due  us,  because  the  large 
property  owners  use  their  money  for  speculative 
purposes  ami  continue  to  charge  the  city  a  high 
rate  of  interest.  I  make  this  statement  because  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  showing 
it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Auditor,  the 
Treasurer  and  that  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks — It  seems  to  me  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  nine  and  six  per  cent., 
and  that  the  city  should  not  establish  an  extreme- 
ly high  rate  of  interest.  In  my  judgment  the 
largest  amount  of  money  not  collected  would  be 
from  poor  people  who  cannot  raise  the  money, 
and  we  should  not  take  what  little  they  have  by 
making  the  rate  twelve  per  cent.  Even  nine  per 
cent,  seems  a  pretty  high  rate,  and  that  ought  to  re- 
quire every  man  who  i-  able  to  pay. to  pay  promptly. 
As  the  gentleman  says,  last  fall  was  an  extremely 
hard  time  for  money.  There  may  be  a  few  case's 
of  large  taxpayers  retaining  their  taxes,  but  I 
think  the  majority  of  those  affected  are  persons 
of  moderate  means.  We  should  not  legislate  for 
any  particular  class. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  to  obtain  the  taxes ;  it  is  cheapest  and  most 
economical  to  collect  them  promptly.  This  system 
doe  not  affect  poor  people.  I  know  of  men  who 
owns  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  who 
have  not  paid  their  taxes  for  last  year.  This  order 
is  to  reach  them.  The  idea  of  the  Auditor,  the 
City  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee  in 
recommending  this  vote  was  that  the  city  may  be 
able  to  collect  its  taxes  promptly  from  those  who 
are  abundantly  able  to  pay  it.  it  is  well  known 
that  a  great  many  people  would  let  their  taxes  lie 
over  when  the  interest  was  six  percent.;  it  is 
cheaper  for  them  to  let  their  real  estate  be  sold 
and  bid  it  in,  than  to  nay  their  taxes  promptly. 
This  does  not  come  upon  'poor  people,  but  upon 
those  who  are  abundantly  able  to  pay. 

Alderman  Power— I  know  that  a  great  portion 
of  these  delinquents  are  business  men,  and  every 
business  man  knows  that  the  first  of  January  is 
about  the  hardest  time  to  raise  money.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  I  find  it  so.  The  law  as  it 'stands  today 
is  ample  to  meet  the  case,  if  it  is  enforced.  If  the 
taxes  are  not  paid  the  city  can  sell  the  land  and 
get  the  taxes  and  the  party  can  redeem  it.  At  the 
rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  the  city  will  be  making 
about  four  per  cent.,  as  it  has  never,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, paid  more  than  eight  per  cent.  Nine  per 
cent  seems  to  me  to  be  ample.  Many  people  would 

Eay  their  taxes,  but  they  cannot  spare  the  money 
rom  their  business.  Here  you  propose  to  pass  a 
peremptory  law  and  help  to  devour  what  little 
they  have  left  in  business.  I  say  it  is  a  most 
oppressive  law,  and  should  not  be'passed  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  see  any  force  in  the 
gentleman's  argument.  People  have  had  to  pay 
taxes  every  year,  and  know  exactly  when  they 
are  due,  and  have  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  for 
them.  The  difficulty  is  the  Alderman  has  plenty 
of  time,  and  he  can  speculate  with  his  money.  If 
we  charge  him  twelve  per  cent,  he  thinks  that  it 
Mill  not  be  profitable  to  keep  his  taxes  and  invest 
the  money  in  old  iron.  We  cannot  make  promises 
to  pay  on  the  strength  of  the  taxes  unless  the  peo- 


ple pay  them.  There  must  be  some  time  for  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  taxes,  else  they  will  never  pay 
them.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  profitable  or  judicious 
legislation  not  to  make  it  for  the  interest'  of  capi- 
talist- to  pav  their  taxes  within  three  months. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  before,  the  present 
law  meets  the  case.  No  legitimate  business  can 
pay  twelve  per  cent,  interest :  no  business  man 
can  pay  that  interest  and  live;  he  must  go  under. 
The  city  makes  money  out  of  it  because  taxes  are 
unavoidable.  It  is  riot  the  policy  of  the  city  to 
deprive  citizens  of  the  means  of  doing  business. 
Thousands  of  men  find  difficulty  in  meeting  their 
obligations  on  the  first  of  January.  If  there  were 
anv  danger  of  the  city  losing  anything,  I  would 
not  advocate  the  amendment;  but  the  city  owns 
the  property,  has  a  lien  upon  it,  and  can  borrow 
all  the  money  it  wants  today  at  five  per  cent.    I 
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think  even  the  burden  of  nine  per  cent,  will  be  a 
severe  one. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  not  familiar  with  the  stat- 
ute relating  to  the  taxing  of  bank  shares,  and 
would  like  to  have  an  explanation  upon  this 
question. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  tax  on  bank  shares  is 
fixed  by  statute  law  at  12  per  cent. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Council  was  re- 
jected—yeas 5.  nays  7.  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Peters,  Power, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris.  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Peters — If  we  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil, we  shall  go  contrary  to  the  statute. 

The  chairman  read  the  last  part  of  the  order  re- 
lating to  the  tax  on  bank  shares,  and  said  the  act 
was  chanter  three  hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  acts 
Of  1873. 

Alderman  Present!  read  section  second  of  chap- 
ter three  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  the  Board  voted 
to  non-concur  in  the  amendments— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Annual  report  of  City  Registrar  on  births,  mar- 
riages andilcaths,  in  this  city  in  1873.  (City  Doc. 
No.  48.)    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  add  S3400  to  the  appropriation  for  lay- 
ing out  and  grading  the  square  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  between  Dartmouth  and  Exeter  streets, 
and  for  setting  a  curbstone  and 
fence  around  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  an  abstract  of  the  business  and 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
July  1,  1874,  and  to  make  a  contract  for  such  print- 
ing, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  N5000.    Passed. 

Bequests  from   the    School  Committee    for    the 

Eureha.se  of  additional  land  for  the  Chapman 
choolhouse;  for  certain  alterations  in  the  Pres- 
cott Schoolhouse  so  as  to  provide  a  master's  room 
and  an  additional  corridor;  for  an  additional  pri- 
mary school  in  Charlestown,  Prescott  District; 
for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  gram- 
mar schoolhouse  on  or  near  A-hland  street,  West 
Roxbury.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Franklin  T.  Rose  and  David  Went- 
worth,  constables,  being  presented,  duly  certified 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

RAILROAD   LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Eastern  Railrord 
Company  of  the  location  of  the  freight  track  of 
said  corporation  in  Charlestown,  bv  virtue  of 
chapter  3G0  of  the  acts  of  1873.    Placed' on  file. 

REPORT  OF  FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
foi  May  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Whole  number  of  alarms  during  the  month, 
60.  including  24  still  alarms.  Loss  on  buildings. 
S3'.i."ii;  on  stock,  829H0:  insurance  on  buildings, 
£3000:  no  insurance  on  stock.  Whole  number  of 
alarms  during  the  month  of  Mav,  1873,  52.  There 
were  36  alarms  in  the  city  proper,  4  in  South  Bos- 
ton, 1  in  East  Boston,  4  iii  Roxburv.  6  in  Dorches- 
ter, 7  in  Charlestown,  2  in  Brighton,  0  in  West 
Roxbury. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman   Cutter   for   the    Committee    on 

Paving- 
Order  »f  notice  of  hearing  on  June  29.  instant, 

at  4  P.  M..  to  all  parties  objecting  to  petition   of 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lav  a 

track  across  Foundrv  street.    Passed. 
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Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  W.  L.  G-.  Thayer  et  al.,  that  Filth 
street  be  macadamized  from  F  to  Dorchester 
street:  Samuel  R.  Spinney  et  al.,  that  K  street, 
from  Broadway  to  Ninth  street,  be  paved  with 
wood;  Benjamin  Anthony,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Cabot  and  AAestern  st-eets;  Sa- 
manth  Horn,  for  grade  damages  Con  Buggies 
street;  Alfred  Lingham,  for  grade  damages 
on  Ruggles  street;  F.  J.  Herthel,  for  grade 
damages  i m  Ituggles  street ;  Minnie  AV.  AVeiler, 
Jacob" Bleiler,  l'atrick  Kelley,  Francis  Woods  and 
Jacob  Knapp,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggle-  stieet  :  Ann  and  Bridget  Onlaii  and  Mt-an 
T.  Gallagher,  executrix,  to  lie  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  London  street;  Airs.  .Michael  Toomey,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  16;  Edwin  McCrillis,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Paris  street;  Elizabeth  Coy,  to  be 
paid  for  grade  damage:-  on  Bennington  street;  A. 
H.Allen  et  a?.,  that  Cambridge  street,  Charles- 
town,  be  paved  with  blocks,  and  Canal  street  be 
paved  with  wood ;  Horatio  Harris  et  a?.,  that  the 
name  of  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  be  changed  to 
Washington  street;  Stetson  &  Cope  ct  al.,  that  E 
street,  between  First  ami  Second  streets,  be  paved; 
E.  H.  Baker  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  F  street  be  paved 
with  wood . 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Little  et  al..  remonstrating  against 
the  change  of  the  name  of  Warren  street,  as  no 
such  change  is  contemplated.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Po 
lice,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authorizing 
the  payment  of  Officer  S.  B.  Heustis  for  extra  ser- 
vices, report  that  the  services  are  performed  at 
the  adult  evening  school  on  Anderson  street,  and 
are  in  addition  to  the  regular  duly  performed  by 


mittee  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  police  service 
required  in  connection  with  the  evening  schools 
should  be  performed  by  the  truant  officers  with- 
out extra  charge. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters— AVhat  is  the  "usual  manner" 
referred  to  in  the  order  for  the  approval  of  this 
bill? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  read  the  report 
again,  although  it  has  been  accepted.  The  gentle- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  but 
it  mav  give  him  some  information.  [The  report 
was  read.] 

Alderman  Peters— I  understood  what  the  com- 
mittee did  at  that  meeting,  but  I  do  not  under- 
stand from  it  what  is  the  usual  manner  of  approv- 
ing that  bill,  or  to  what  appropriation  it  is  to  be 
charged.  I  do  not  see  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  answers  that  question. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  should  have 
asked  that  question— he  being  on  the  committee— 
before  he  made  the  report.  1"  apprehend  that  it  is 
to  be  paid  in  the  usual  v  ay,  and  1  presume  it  is  tc 
come  from  the  School  Fund. 

Alderman  Peters— The  report  is  much  more  ver- 
bose than  that  agreed  upon  \k  committee.  I  thor- 
oughly understood  it  then.  The  gentleman  says 
it  is  to  be  approved  in  the  usual  way.  I  want  to 
know  what  is  the  usual  way  of  approving  such 
bills.  Are  they  approved  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee? 

Alderman  AVorthington— I  move  that  this  sub- 
ject be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Police, 
that  they  may  be  po.-ted  and  agree  upon  what  re- 
port they  should  make.  I  think  they  should  be 
better  informed. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  the  report  by  which  it  was  voted  to  accept  the 
report,  and  if  it  prevails,  I  will  then  move  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table.  It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  a  committee  of  this  Board  have  the  right 
to  approve  such  a  bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  school  board  are 
the  proper  authority  to  approve  such  bills.  I 
doubt  the  authority  of  this  Hoard  to  approve  such 
bills.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
of  the  school  board,  I  have  approved  bills  for  the 
service  of  officers  at  our  evening  schools,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  that  deserves  investigation. 
In  order  that  such  an  investigation  may  be  made, 
I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Police,  1  understood  perfectly  what  I  voted  for. 
But  I  cannot  understand  by  that  report  whether  it 
covers  what  I  voted  for  or  not.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  thinks  it   is   to   be  paid  from  the 


appropriation  for  the  School  Fund;  but  in  what 
way  the  approval  is  to  be  made  is  something  I 
have  not  known  before.  Those  two  questions  are 
still  unanswered. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  very  happy  to  see  the 
Alderman  desiring  to  obtain  intelligence.  I  sup- 
pose that  when  tin's  Hoard  passes  an  order  to  pay, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  the  bill  to  be  approved  by 
any  one-  Xhis  is  a  small  matter  of  $41.  but  four 
millions  go  through  without  a  word.  However,  I 
like  to  see  even  small  matters  discussed. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  still  doubt  the  authority 
of  this  Board  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money 
from  the  School  Fund.  That  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  school  board.  This  matter  needs  investiga- 
tion. If  this  officer  has  peiformed  services  at  the 
evening  school,  and  we  can  approve  his  bill,  why 
should  not  the  bills  of  all  officers  serving  there 
take  the  same  course  ?  I  know  that  bills  of  other 
officers  are  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  school  board. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  convinced  that 
the  proper  course  is  "to  recommit  this  matter,  so 
that  the  chairman  may  be  posted  upon  it.  He  is 
iu  doubt,  and  we  should  hsve  these  questions 
answered.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  not 
posted,  ami  does  not  give  an  intelligent  answer  to 
the  question. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
question  is. 

Alderman  Peters — The  point  I  would  like  to 
make  is  that  we  cannot  appiopriate  this  money 
from  the  School  Fund.  I  supposed  the  report  was 
to  be  that  we  approve  this,  and  it  should  be  paid 
from  the  School  Fund.  The  report  as  made  does 
not  say  that.  The  point  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  is  a  good  one. 

Alderman  Cutter— Perhaps  I  had  better  give  the 
whole  history  of  this  order.  It  was  put  in  here 
at  the  special  meeting  and  pa-sed  without  a  word 
being  said  about  it.  "I  subsequently  moved  a  re- 
consideration, which  prevailed,  and  on  my  mo- 
tion it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police, 
whose  report  has  been  read.  It  is  our  duty  to  re- 
ject or  pass  the  order.  Such  orders  have 'passed 
this  Board.  The  committee  thought  that  the  tru- 
ant officers  should  peiform  this  "duty,  so  that  the 
city  should  be  put  to  no  extra  expense. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  has  taken  the 
credit  of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  this  order 
when  it  was  first,  introduced.  I  thought  I  saw  a 
cat  in  the  meal  in  the  expression  "in  the  usual 
manner,"  but  I  thought  it  would  look  like  a  re- 
flection on  the  chairman  of  the  Police  Committee 
to  do  anything.  I  think  we  are  now  getting  the 
order  into  proper  shape. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  AArard 
6  says  no  objection  was  raised.  The  reason  I 
raised  no  objection  was  that  the  order  read  "for 
extra  services."  I  did  not  know  it  was  for  duty 
in  our  schools.  This  is  a  proper  time  to  have  tho 
question  settled  whether  this  is  the  place  to  have 
such  lulls  approved. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
reason  of  this  order  coming  to  this  Board  is  that 
it  is  to  pay  $41  to  a  police  officer.  Had  it  been  to 
pay  money  to  any  other  person,  this  Board  would 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  the  order 
passes  here,  the  bills  will  be  sent  back  to  the 
school  board  and  thev  will  pay  it. 

Alderman  Preseott's  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost. 

Alderman  AVorthington— I  renew  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  report. 

The  Chairman— It  is  impossible  to  recommit  the 
report,  it  having  been  accepted  and  a  reconsidera- 
tion refused. 

Alderman  Worthington—  Can  we  not  recommit 
the  order? 

The  Chairman— The  order  was  referred,  and  has 
been  reported  upon;  the  report  has  been  accepted 
and  a  reconsideration  has  been  refused.  The 
Chair  rules  that  the  order  cannot  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Stebbins  doubted  the  vote  and  it  was  verified 
by  a  division— ti  for,  ti  against. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  Other  police  officers  who  have  performed 
services  at  the  evening  schools  send  their  bills  to 
the  school  board  and  they  are  paid  there.  I  know 
no  reason  why  there  should  be  any  distinction 
made. 

Alderman  Cutter— AVhat  is  the  name  of  an  offi- 
cer who  has  received  such  pay  without  coming  to 
this  Hoard? 
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Alderman  Prescott— I  have  not  the  name  of  the 
officei,  but  I  am  sure  of  the  fact.  I  have  been  to 
every  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and 
have'  helped  approve  the  bills  for  service  similar 
to  this. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  the  Board  are 
not  ready  to  pass  this  order  tonight.  There  is 
trouble.  "  "We  are  either  interfering  with  the 
School  Committee  or  not.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
says  he  has  approved  the  -auie  kind  of  bdls.  I 
think  that  board  are  capable  of  doing  their  busi- 
ness, and  should  not  be  interfered  with.  Gentle- 
men .-hould  have  time  to  look  into  this  matter. 

Aluerrnan  Hall— I  move  that  the  order  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five  o'clock 
P.M. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  going  over,  but  it  must  be  known  to  every 
member  of  this  Board  that  no  police  officer  can 
receive  pay  from  any  other  source  except  by  per- 
mission of"  this  Boar'd.  It  is  against  the  rules  of 
the  department.  Therefore  this  order  comes 
here  to  allow  the  officer  to  receive  pay  to-  extra 
services  which  will  be  paid  after  the  bill  has  been 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
school  board.  There  w ill  be  no  danger  of  paying 
an  unjust  bill,  because  it  will  have  to  be  audited  in 
the  usual  way. 

Alderman  Hall— There  seems  to  be  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  whether  this  order  should  be  paid, 
and  as  there  is  no  necessity  for  passing  it  tonight 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  consent  to  have  it  specially 
assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  only  a  waste  of  time.  A 
police  officer  has  no  right  to  take  any  money  from 
any  source  unless  an  order  giving  'permission  is 
passed  by  this  Board.  If  he  does  he  is  liable  to  be 
discharged. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  wa  ;  lost  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  Of 
Charles  L.  Randall,  et  al..  that  some  temporary 
provision  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  trav- 
ellers between  the  foot  of  Leverett  street  and  East 
Cambridge — Report  that  they  have  conferred  with 
the  Cambridge  Bridge  Commissioners,  and  they 
report  that  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  an  accompanying  communication  dated 
June  8,  it  is  not  only  inexpedient,  but  impracti- 
cable to  make  the  temporary  provision  asked  for. 
The  reason-  given  in  the  communication  referred 
to,  are,  in  brief— first,  that  seven  hundred  feet  in 
length  of  the  bridge  have  to  be  removed  and  re- 
newed while  the  new  draw  is  being  built;  second, 
the  use  of  other  portions  of  the  bridge  for  foot 
travel  would  delay  the  work  and  be  dangerous  to 
travellers ;  third,  the  cities  of  Cambridge  and  Bos- 
ton would  be  liable  t'or  damages  caused  by  any  ac- 
cidents resulting  from  the  use  of  such  a  tempora- 
ry bridge,  and  such  accidents  would  be  liable  to 
occur. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes—Reports  as  follows: 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  James  Xeville, 
corner  Lewis  wharf  and  Atlantic  avenue:  Albert 
Fellner,  129  and  131  Federal  street ;  Charles  AVil- 
liams,  41  Su  bury  street ;  A.  B.  Bush,  1C9  Tremont 
street;  "\V.  H.  Ta'ber,  05-j  Washington  street;  L.  A. 
kelson,  lion  Commercial  street:  Henry  A.  Rich, 
205  Hanover  street;  Fayette  G.  Dayton,  23  Avon 
street;  George  Szyransky,  2T12  Carver  street; 
Charles  H.  Prince,  70  Sumner  street.  Fast  Boston; 
Warren  S.  Thaver.  Thayer's  Hotel.  Milton  Lower 
Mills :  H.  &  J.  Pfaff ,  10"  Arch  street ;  C.  F.  Heilge, 
085  Washington  street ;  Edward  Burns,  97  Fourth 
street;  Daniel  Sargent,  177  Shawmut  avenue; 
James  Y.  Jones,  187  Xoitb  street;  H.  McDonnell, 
near  bath  house,  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Innholder's  License  Granted — True  W.  Seaver, 
13  Chelsea  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— James  Dolan, 
corner  Shawmut  avenue  and  Green  street,  Wa-d 
17;  Isaac  M.  Jennison,  180  and  188  Friend  street ; 
Leavitt  &  Murphy.  Bell  Cottage.  Long  Island. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— P.  Slua.  209  Tremont 
street:  H.  M.  Field,  Joseph  L.  Knowlton,  A.  A. 
Waterman  (transfers). 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Five  bootblacks 
and  seven  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— John  Giblin,  to 
exhibit  revolving  horses  on  Broadway,  between  C 
and  D  streets. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— .Moses  H.  Lib- 
bey,  124  Broadway :  Holbrook  &  Fox,  No.  8  Kllby 
street. 


Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  that  the  upper 
story  of  the  City  Hall  in  Charlestown  be  fitted  up 
for  a  class  in  drawing— Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  the  upper  story  of  City  Hall,  Charles- 
town,  for  class  instruction  in  drawing;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 
Read  once. 

By  AlderinanWorthington.for  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Reports  recom- 
mending the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy stables  by  M.  L.  Murry,  on  Bellevue  street; 
Franklin  Snow  &  Co..  on  T  wharf;  J.  A.  Sevy,  on 
Qtiincy  street,  near  Myrtle;  George  H.  Frost,  on 
Taylor  street,  near  Xeponset  avenue,  Ward  16; 
Benjamin  Robbins,  Fulton  street,  corner  of  Cross. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers- 
Ordered,  That  §35  69  be  abated  from  sewer  as- 
sessment of  J.  A.  Cummings's  heirs  on  Sixth 
street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Han- 
nah M.  Briscoe. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Stipe: -ntendent of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  renew  the  covering  of  Stony 
Brook" between  Vernca  and  Elmwood  streets  ;  the 
expense  to  be  char  ~ed  to  the  appropriation  for 
Sewers 
Read  twice    nd  passed. 

Order  foi  oie  Superintendant  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct a  sewer  in  Bird  street,  from  Baker  place 
towards  Columbia  street,  and  to  report  a  schedule 
of  the  expense  to  this  Board.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  J.  B.  Fallon  S43  10.  for  land  taken 
and  damages  occasioned  by  the  improvement  of 
the  channel  of  Stony  Brook,  in  the  toyvn  of  West 
Roxbury.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order'for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct a  sewer  in  Fairfield  street,  between  the  east 
side  of  Beacon  street  and  Charles  River,  and  to 
report  a  schedule  of  the  expense  to  this  Board. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Power- 
Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  South  Boston  Flats  in 
1872.  remaining  unpaid,  amounting  to  S275,. be  al- 
lowed and  paid  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  and 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Funds,  Joint  Committees. 

Alderman  Po.ver  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter— Why  was  not  that  order 
passed  before  this  date? 

Alderman  Power— This  order  comes  from  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  who  says  it  is  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  paid.  Why  it  remains  unpaid,  I  do 
not  know.  The  Auditor  is  satisfied  that  it  should 
be  paid,  and  he  wrote  that  order.  My  own  recol- 
lection is,  that  the  committee  incurred  the  ex- 
pense <>n  this  occasion  in  connection  with  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  the  members  of  the 
Legislature.  They  went  over  the  ground  in  a  tug- 
boat. I  understand  that  this  bill  was  contracted 
on  that  occasion  and  has  remained  unpaid. 

Alderman  Cutter — Is  the  Alderman  himself  sat- 
isfied that  it  ought  to  be  paid? 

Alderman  Power — I  am  satisfied  the  bill  was 
contracted  for  with  the  person  who  presents  it. 
It  was  thought  that  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
had  something  to  do  with  it  and  ought  to  pay  it. 
But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
Alderman  Peters— Can  the  gentleman  tell  who 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  at  that  time  and 
why  he  did  not  approve  the  bill  then? 
Aldeimau  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark — This  bill  was  contracted  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  South  Boston  Flats, 
two  vears  ago  or  more.  A  steamboat  was  hired, 
and  members  of  the  Legislature,  Harbor  Commis- 
sion and  City  Government  went  down  to  look  over 
the  entire  ground,  and  this  bill  is  for  refresh- 
ments furnished  by  J.  B.  Smith.  It  is  probably  as 
honest  a  bill  as  was  ever  presented  to  the  City 
Govemmer  t  for  matters  of  this  kind.  The  reason 
it  has  remained  so  long,  nobody  can  state.  My 
impression  is  that  it  was  contracted  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  but  I  am  not  sure 
of  the  fact.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  bill 
should  be  paid,  if  any  such  bills  are  paid. 
The   object  was   to   have   the   members  of   the 
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Legislature  and  others  go  down  there,  look 
over  this  territory,  and  make  up  their  minds 
whether  certain  improvement-;  proposed  were  ad- 
visable or  not.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  City  Government  thought  those  improve- 
ments were  necessary,  and  furthermore  that  the 
work  has  been  in  progress  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
months,  and  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  they  will  be  completed.  I  cannot  give  a 
reason  why  the  bill  has  remained  unpaid  so  long. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  it  by  the  Auditor, 
and  at  my  instance,  it  was  put  into  this  Boaia 
instead  of  going  to  the  Council  first. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  to  me  now  that  the 
matter  was  referred  to  a  sub-committee  and  the 
person  who  had  charge  of  it  did  not  present  the 
bill  till  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  has  not  been  a  member  of  the 
Government  since.  The  representatives  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  the  wharf  company 
and  the  State  went  to  view  the  premises  before 
the  contract  was  agreed  upon,  and  this  bill  is  for 
refreshments  furnished  on  that  occasion  by  Mr. 
Smith.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  with  Mr. 
Smith,  if  is  not  an  unusual  thing  with  him  to  send 
in  his  bills  to  the  city  rather  late.  Considering 
the  large  number  present;  I  do  not  think  the  bill 
is  exorbitant. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Brooks— That  reference  is  unneces- 
sary, and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
order  going  to  the  Finance  Committee,  but  no 
further  explanation  can  be  made.  I  think  the 
bill  should  be  paid.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  a  sub- 
committee, the  chairman  of  which  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government  last  year.  I  was 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  bill  had  not  been  paid. 
Alderman  Peters — I  hope  the  order  will  pass ; 
the  explanation  given  seems  to  me  to  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Alderman  Harris's  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  I,  First  Regiment  of  infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  American  Hall,  Sanford  street,  Ward  16,  be 
discontinued  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1874:  the  armory  of  said  company  having  been 
transferred  to  the  old  high-school  building  in 
Dorchester,  owned  by  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  bv  Company 
I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry.  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
corner  of  Gibson  street  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
be  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit 
of  arms  and  equipments. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Kigclow  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  request- 
ing an  extra  appropriation  of  S12.UO0  for  the  pur- 
chase of  two  acres  of  land  on  the  northwest  bor- 
der of  the  cemetery,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  new  receiving  tomb.  On  his  motion  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  tlm  District-Attorney  that  rooms  be  fitted 
up  in  the  building  an  Pembeiton  square  for  him- 
sed'  and  his  two  assistants— Report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  petition.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Hanning  that  a  bond  and  agreement  now 
standing  in  the  name  of  Winifred  Hanning  be 
cancelled— Report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  Street  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Lexington  street,  between  Putnam  and 
Prescott  .streets,  East,  Boston  ;  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent,  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Prescott  street,  between  Tren- 
ton and  Bennington  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set,  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Bennington 


street,  between  Havre  and  I'rescott  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Chelsea 
street,  between  Prescott  and  Saratoga  streets, and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  'I  hat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Saratoga  street,  between  Pres- 
cott and  Chelsea  streets  :  also  upon  the  southerly 
side  of  Saratoga  street,  between  Chelsea  and 
Bremen  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  and  setting 
said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Trenton  street, 
between  Brooks  and  Prescott  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a,  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  andpave 
the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Richmond 
street,  between  Chapman  and  Canal  streets,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diieetedto  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  andpave 
the  gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  Canal  street, 
between  Richmond  and  Cambridge  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  'short  street, 
Chailestown,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  expense  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendents  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Chatham  row  with  .small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $1200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Haymarket  square  from  Union 
street  to  Haverhill  and  Chailestown  stieets  with 
small  granite  blocks.     Estimated  cost  S2!J,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Beverly  street,  from  Causeway 
street  to  Warren  Bridge,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  S10,500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Blackstone  street,  from  Clinton 
street  to  Haymarket,  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks.     Estimated  cost  820,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  North  street,  between  Ferry  and 
Biackstone  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost,  S8500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Commercial  street,  from  Atlantic 
avenue  to  Charles- River  Bridge,  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks.     Estimated  cost,  §40,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Causeway  street,  from  the  Boston 
&  Maine  Railroad  Crossing  to  Commercial  si  reel, 
with  small  granite  blocks.  Estimated  cost,  .822,000. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Providence  street  according  to 
the  established  grade,  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  roadway  id'  said  street  with  small  gran- 
te  blocks  :     Estimated  cost,  $11,000. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  be 
directed  to  pave  Columbus  avenue,  between  Ten- 
nyson street,  and  Park  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  816,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Foster  street,  between  Washington  and  South 
streets,  Brighton,  as  shown|on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  May  1,1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  id'  Richmond  street 
lying  between  Austi  ,  and  Canal  streets,  Chailes- 
town, be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Canal 
street. 

Ordered, That  thai,  portion  of  Washington  street 
lying  between  Guild  row  and  Pynchon  street, 
Roxburv,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  "Rox- 
bury  street,"  and  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Stieets  be  directed  to  place  signs  upon  and  num- 
ber said  street. 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Shawnmt,  avenue 
lving  between  Washington  and  Dudley  streets,  in 
front  of  the  Universalis!  church,  be  hereafter 
'called  and  known  as  ''Guild  Row." 

Ordered,  That,  the  name  of  "Washington  street" 
be  given   to   Guild   row  in    Roxbury,  and    also  to 
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that  portion  of  Shawrnut  avenue  in  Eoxbury  lying 
between  Dudley  street  and  Egleston  square,  and 
to  Shawrnut  avenue  in  "West  Roxbury  between 
Egleston  square  and  the  dividing  line  between 
the  citv  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Dedham,  to 
the  end  that  Washington  street  may  be  a  con- 
tinuous central  avenue,  running  in  nearly  a 
straight  line  from  Haymarket  square  to  the  line 
of  Dedham  in  Norfolk  County. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered)  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  corpo- 
rations, to  erect  gates  at  the  crossings  of  said 
roads  on  Marginal  and  Sumner  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, and  to  station  agents  to  open  and  close  the 
same  whenever  an  engine  or  train  passes. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  back  the  fence  on  the  southerly- 
side  of  Dudley  street  between  Greenville  street 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue  to  the  line  of  widening 
said  street,  and  to  pave  the  sidewalk  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  said  street  with  brick,  and  to  report 
to'this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  side- 
walk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Assessments  for  sidewalks  as  follows:  Main 
street,  Charlestown,  between  railroad  bridge  and 
Somerville,  edgestones,  S143  55;  Mill  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Canal  street  and  Essex 
street,  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  •?:«:>  55.  Several- 
ly accepted,  and  orders  for  collection  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Maiden  Bridge  be  closed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  while  the  paving 
of  Alf  orcl  street  is  in  progress. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Holmes  & 
Blanchard  to  run  a  wire  rope  from  ISTo.  6  Charles- 
town  street  to  Haymarket  Block,  for  the  trans- 
mission of  power,  upon  condition  that  said  parties 
shall  give  to  the  citv  an  agreement  in  writing  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor,  holding  the  city 
harmless  against  any' and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses  on  account  of  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  maintenance  and  use  of  said 
rope  across  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MOTION  FOR  RECONSIDERATION. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
on  petition  of  P.  A.  Collins  et  al.  The  petitioners 
thought  that  injustice  had  been  done  them,  and 
they  desired  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins— These  parties  have  had  a 
full  hearing  before  the  committee.  If  this  Board 
desires  to  give  them  a  full  heariug.  here  are  sixty 
or  seventy  applications  for  victuallers'  licenses  on 
which  leave  to   withdraw  has  been  given.    Many 


of  them  desire  to  be  heard  before  the  full  Board. 
I  state  this  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  if 
they  desire  to  give  all  such  cases  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  in  order  to  keep  it  alive, 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

REPAIR  SHOP  FOR  LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  issue 
a  permit  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  to  erect  a 
repair  shop  and  stable  for  five  horses  on  the  por- 
tion of  the  Sewer  Department  wharf  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  according  to  the  application  on 
file  in  said  Inspector's  office,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Aldennan  Hall  moved  the  order  take  its  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  what  are  to  be  the 
dimensions  of  the  building;. 

Alderman  Hall— The  building  proposed  is  to  be 
40  by  60  feet.    It  is  outside  of  the  building  limits. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  like  to  have  some 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  repair  shop. 

Alderman  Hall — The  committee  have  deemed  it 
expedient  to  repair  their  own  lamps,  and  to  that 
end  a  part  of  the  land  of  the  Sewer  Department 
has  been  set  off  for  the  purpose.  The  department 
propose  to  keep  a  supply  of  posts  on  hand,  so  that 
we  can  set  them  when  they  are  required. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SMALLPOX    HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  passed  for  the 
Committee  on  Health,  with  the  approval  of  the 
City  Council  and  Board  of  Health,  to  purchase  a 
suitable  lot  and  buildings  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Alderman  AVorthington  proposed  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  it  read  as  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced. 

Alderman  Hall  favored  a  reconsideration,  in 
order  that  the  subject  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  be  considered. 

Aldennan  Cutter  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

THE  WATER    BOARD. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  majority  and  minority  reports  on  the 
subject  of  consolidating  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
water  boards. 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  minority  intend  to 
make  some  pretty  extensive  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  and  as  it  i>  getting  pretty  late,  I  move  the 
Board  now  adjourn." 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Board  adjourned 
to  Tuesday,  June  9,  at  71.,  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    11,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  8  P.  M.,E.  0.  Shep- 
aixl,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  A1DERMES. 

Petitions  of  Charles  H.  Merritt,  T.  H.  Libby,  L. 

Flanders  et  al. ;  communication  from  the  Mayor 
announcing  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
George  Fabyan  ;  and  request  trom  the  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  812.000.   Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  .(anus  Ilanning,  that  a  bond  for  land 
on  Albanv  street,  near  Stoughton  street,  may  be 
issued  in  'his  name.  etc.     Accepted. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory of  Company  1.  First  Regiment,  at  American 
Hall.  Sanford  street.  Ward  16.  Read  twice  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  there- 
solve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Leverett 
street,  on  the  southwest  side,  between  Cragie 
Bridge  and  Charles  street,  at  an  estimated  Cost  of 
816.000.  Accepted,  and  said  resolve  and  order 
read  a  second  time  and  jia-sed.  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  8.  IS.  Heustis,  police  offi- 
cer, 841.     t  irdered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  purchase  estate  of  John 
Haven,  17.501  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending Clifton  street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
forty  cents  per  square  foot.  Order  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  to  pav  the  bill  incurred  by  the  commit- 
tee of  1872.  on  South  Boston  flats,  $275.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  tor  May.  Placed 
on  file. 

COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  taxes  as-essed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  tor 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county,  and  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came  from  the  other 
branch  with  nun-concurrence  in  the  amendments 
(to  make  the  rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes  after 
January  1st  and  on  bank  and  corporation  shares 
nine  per  cent,  instead  of  !  twelve  per  cent.)  of  the 
Council.  .    . 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  am  of  the  same  opinion 
now  that  I  was  last  Thursday  evening  when  I 
moved  to  reduce  the'rate  of  interest  from  twelve 
per  cent,  to  nine.  I  have  learned  since  that  there 
is  a  legal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  the  rate 
nine  per  cent,  in  both  cases,  and  1  therefore  move 
that  the  Council  adhere  to  its  action  in  adopting 
the  amendment  making  the  rate  of  interest  to  be 
charged  on  all  unpaid  taxes  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary nine  per  cent,  (instead  of  twelve  per  cent,  as 
in  the  original  order),  and  recede  from  the  amend- 
ment, making  the  interest  on  the  shares  of  na- 
tional banks  and  other  corporations  nine  per  ee..t. 
instead  of  twelve.  1  would  say.  Mr.  President, 
that  in  addition  to  this  rate  oi  interest,  if  it  is 
placed  at  nine  per  cent.,  eiiizen-  have  to  pay  a 
penalty  if  they  neglect  to  pa\  until  titter  the  1st  of 
January,  of  four  per  cent,  upon  the  lust  hundred 
dollars  of  their  taxes,  two  per  cent,  on  the  second 
hundred  and  one  per  cent,  upon  the  balance  of 
the  bill.  That  additional  percentage  goes  to  the 
deputy  collector  in  the  Treasurer's  office  and  this 
four,  two  and  one  per  cent,  goes  upon  the  bill  at 
once,  ft  seems  to  me  that  nine  per  cent,  interest 
is  a  sufficient  penalty  to  impose  upon  the  citizens 
of  Boston.  However  agreeable  it  may  be  to 
the  Treasurer  to  have  tin'  bills  paid  on  the  1st  of 
January,  m  order  that  he  may  settle  up  his  books, 
I  do  not  think  that  is  asitfliciont  argument  for  the 
extortionate  penalty  attached,  audi  do  not  think 
the  city  of  Boston  should  stand  in  the  light  of  a 
usurer'  to  that  extent.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
penalty  of  nine  per  cent,  is  sufficient  for  citizens 
to  pay,  and  I  therefore  hope  my  motion  will  pre- 
vail. I  accept  the  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  order  relating  to  bank  shares,  be- 
cause the  rate  of  interest  in  such  cases  is  governed 
by  the  statute  law  and  any  order  passed  here 
would  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Last  year  we  passed  an 
order  charging  twelve  per  cent,  interest  for  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  after  the  1st  of  January,  and  I 


have  heard  of  no  complaints  from  it.  Under  that 
rule  there  was  a  deficiency  of  8205,505  17  on  the 
1st  of  January,  and  the  city  is  a  borrower  of 
money.  It  is  not  the  moderate  taxpayer,  nor  the 
poll  taxpayer,  nor  the  rich  who  are  injured  by  this 
rule;  it  is  the  speculator  who  can  loan  his  money 
at  twelve  or  fifteen  per  cent,  and  borrow 
at  nine  per  cent,  of  the  city.  The  city  needs  the 
money  to  meet  its  current  expenses.  Last  year 
the  Treasurer  was  forced  to  borrow  after  Decem- 
ber, in  addition  to  the  usual  loan,  on  account  of 
the  taxes  coming  in  so  slowly.  It  is  an  injury  to 
the  treasury  to  be  compelled  to  borrow  so  much  to 
meet  its  bills.  As  to  the  bank  tax.  there  is  a  State 
law  in  regard  to  that,  and  the  Treasurer  has  to 
pay  the  State  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  taxes  on  all 
bank  and  corporation  shares  remaining  unpaid 
after  the  first  of  November.  There  is  another 
point  which  has  not  been  made.  No  interest  is 
charged  until  November;  the  people  have  the 
money  three  months  after  it  is  due,  and  it  is  no 
burden  at  all.  I  hope,  for  the  credit  of  the  city, 
the  Council  will  recede  from  all  the  amendments, 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  must  say  that  I  still  ad- 
here to  the  opinion  I  expressed  the  other  evening; 
if  the  law  is  such  that  we  cannot  alter  the  second 
part  of  the  order  we  must  accept  that  position, 
but  I  hope  the  Council  will  adhere  to  their  action 
on  the  first  part  of  the  order  the  other  evening. 
I  cannot  see  any  reason  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16.  Nine  per  cent,  interest 
after  the  first  of  January  is  a  larger  percentage 
than  the  city  will  ever  have  to  pay,  in  case  the 
taxes  are  not  paid. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  city  of  Boston  can 
borrow  money  now  at  six  per  cent.,  possibly  at 
five  per  cent,  on  call.  She  used  to  borrow  it  at  fif- 
teen per  cent,  and  loan  it  to  citizens  at  seven.  Is 
it  the  part  of  the  city  to  do  that?  Capitalists  the 
world  over  notice  this.  The  mere  fact  that  the 
city  allows  uncollected  debts  to  remain  unpaid  is 
injurious  to  its  credit.  I  have  not  heard  the 
twelve  per  cent,  complained  of  yet,  but  at  a  lower 
rate,  I  have  heard  taxpayers  say  it  is  the  cheapest 
loan  they  can  make  in  the  market.  They  can  wait 
until  the  city  advertises  their  property  and  then 
pay  the  expenses  and  interest,  and  make  money 
by  It.  The  city  does  not  do  a  banking  business. 
This  per  cent. 'is  not  to  make  money  for  the  city, 
lint  simply  to  collect  what  arc  its  just  dues. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  is  due  to  us  that 
this  matter  should  be  stated  fairly :  that  we  should 
have  no  bugbear  raised  about  the  city's  credit  suf- 
fering or  the  city  going  into  the  banking  business. 
Who  suppo-ed  that  the  city  was  going  into  the 
banking  business?  My  worthy  friend  from  Ward 
16  has  stated  here  that 'there  was  a  deficiency  of 
8205.0H0;  well,  suppose  there  was?  Is  that  any 
reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  charge  its 
citizens  twelve  per  cent,  if  they  cannot  come  up 
and  pay  their  taxes  promptly?  It  is  preposterous 
to  talk  about  the  city  doing  a  banking  business. 
Now,  let  us  go  farther,  and  see  what  the  matter  is. 
The  rate  of  interest  on  bank  shares  is  fixed 
by  law  and  it  is  not  competent  for  us  to 
make  an  amendment  to  that  part  of  the 
order,  and  therefore  we  should  recede  from 
that:  it  is  not  woith  talking  about.  But  I  think 
we  should  adhere  to  the  nine  per  cent,  in  the  other 
case.  I  think  that  is  the  view  of  this  Council  and 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
right  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  charge  tiny  portion 
of  her  citizens  twelve  per  cent,  for  money  ;  that  is 
what  it  does— no  more,  no  less.  We  might  as  well 
talk  in  plain  Anglo-Saxon ;  1  mean  to.  and  gener- 
ally do.  .My  friend  also  state-  that  it  does  not  in- 
J'ure  the  poor  taxpayer;  well,  we  ha\e  got  to  legis- 
ate  for  somebody  'el-o  beside  poor  taxpayers: 
there  is  no  force  in  the  argume 
to  legislate  for  all  our  people,  v 
payers  or  millionnaires.  The  city  is  oorrowing 
money  today,  and  if  it  desires  it  can  do  so  at 
less  than  five  per  cent,  on  call.  There  is  no 
question  about  that.  But  the  city  is  paying  out 
interest  upon  permanent  loans  at  a  much  larger 
rate  than  five  or  six  per  cent.,  as  testified  to  by 
our  worthy  Treasurer  before  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member.  I  can  see  no  argumenl  whatever  for 
charging  twelve  per  cent,  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
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two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollars   is   a   small 
amount.      With  real  estate  selling  at  two-thirds 
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the  price  at  which  it  was  sold  two  years  ago.  there 
are  many  men— enterprising  builders  who  go 
ahead  and  advance  the  city's  interest— who 
cannot  raise  money  enough  on  the  1st  of 
January.  Whv  should  not  our  people  be  fairly 
and  properly  treated?  Why  should  not  some 
leniency  be  shown  people  who  are  building  up 
our  community?  Why  should  not  the  men  who 
are  building  houses  in  the  various  di.-ti lets  of  our 
city  be  treated  fairly  and  squarely?  Why  should 
they  be  compelled  to  pay  twelve  per  cent,  interest 
upon  their  taxes  when  they  may  not  have  the 
money  on  the  1st  of  January  to  carry  out  their 
plans!  or  do  not  realize  money  which  they  ought 
to  have  received  from  others?  I  am  willing 
that  an  amount  should  be  paid  sufficient  to 
remunerate  the  city  for  the  use  of  the  money, 
but  I  am  not  willing  to  concede  that  it  is 
necessary  to  charge  twelve  per  cent.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  action  in  the 
first  part  of  the  order,  because  I  believe  it  is  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  city,  for  the  people  and 
the  treasury.  The  Council  can  afford  to  adhere  to 
the  policy  instituted  here  when  this  matter  yvas 
first  brought  before  us.  1  have  been  complained 
to  bv  heads  of  departments  about  City  Hall— men 
for  whom  I  have  the  utmost  respect,  who  say  I  am 
wrong  in  the  position  I  have  taken.  I  should  he 
most  nappy  if  I  could  recede  from  that  position, 
but  in  conscience  I  cannot  do  it.  I  do  not  believe 
it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  I  never 
can  vote  for  that  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be 
right.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  fair  or  right  that 
six  per  cent,  should  be  exacted  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentlemen  who  object  to  making  this  rate  twelve 
per  cent,  put  it  upon  a  wrong  basis.  If  it  is  ob- 
jectionable to  put  the  rate  at  twelve  per  cent., 
there  is  the  same  objection  to  .-elling  an  estate  for 
the  non-payment  of  taxes  as  is  customaiy  after 
a  year  or  within  less  than  a  year.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  penalty.  The  same  objections  which 
are  urged  against  charging  twelve  per  cent,  might 
be  urged  against  -elling  the  estate.  It  is  neces- 
sary and  important  that  the  city  should  have  its 
money  coining  in  with  a  certainty  at  the  time  when 
it  is  due.  and  in  order  to  bring  that  about  a  certain 
penalty  is  imposed  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes, 
The  penalty  is  twelve  per  cent,  if  they  are  not 
paid  by  a  'certain  time,  and  if  it  goes  on  still 
further,  there  is  another  penalty— having  the 
property  sold.  The  gentleman  seems  to  put 
it  as  though  we  should  not  be  hard  upon  builders. 
It  is  substantially  as  if  we  allow  money  to  lie  at  a 
rate  of  interest,  and  allow  them  to  borrow  it  for 
indefinite  periods,  and  as  strong  reasons  can  be 
urged  for  allowing  it  to  continue  for  one  or  two 
years  as  for  a  few  months. 

Mr. 'train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  entirely 
misapprehends  mv  position.  My  idea  is  that  a 
time  should  be  fixed  for  selling  the  property;  that 
time  is  fixed  for  July,  and  I  should  not  object  to 
its  being  in  April.  I  say,  let  us  make  the  time 
for  the  payment  of  taxes  earlier,  if  you  please, 
but  not  insist  upon  a  high  rate  of  interest  after 
the  1st  of  January.  No  one  should  object  to  pay- 
ing his  taxes  within  the  limited  period,  but  many 
do  object  to  paving  such  a  high  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— It  is  the  same  rate  as  was 
charged  last  year,  and  by  almost  all  the  towns  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston.  It  is  not,  as  might  be  in- 
ferred from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  that  the  citv  wants  to  be  a  usurer,  that 
twelve  per  cent,  is  charged.  The  city  desires  to 
collect  its  dues  in  order  to  get  money  to  meet  its 
expenses;  and  fixes  a  rate  of  interest  that  will 
bring  the  taxes  in  before  the  1st  of  January.  The 
little  penalty  thai  my  friend  from  Ward  9  alludes 
to— why,  it  is  only  64.  W  hat  does  that  amount  to? 
He  savs  figure  it 'up  on  a  S5000  bill.  It  will  be  84 
on  the  first  hundred.  s2  on  the  second,  anil  §1  on 
the  rest,  and  comes  to  $54.  What  does 
care     about     that,     if     he     is     going    to 
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with     S5000     for     six     months? 
any     injustice    in     it    at    all. 
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have  not  heard  any  complaints  of  the  rate  last 
year.  It  is  very  true  that  some  people,  from  mis- 
fortune or  other  causes,  cannot  pay  their  taxes. 
But  we  cannot  legislate  for  small  classes  of 
people.  To  some  people  it  is  a  burden  to  pay 
taxes  at  all,  even  without  any  interest;  but  we 
cannot  consider  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
whole  city. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  wish  to  bore  the 
Council,  but  this  matter  is  all  one-sided,  as  it 
seems  to  me.  The  rule  in  the  outlying  towns— in 
Medford,  for  instance,  where  I  have  to  pay  taxes 


—there  is  an  inducement  to  pay  taxes  early.  They 
take  off  a  certain  per  cent,  if  the  taxes  are  paid, 
by  a  certain  time.  But  that  is  not  the  idea  here. 
They  put  up  the  rate  of  interest  without  giving 
any 'inducement  to  pay  early. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  think  the  gentleman 
entirely  misapprehends  that  rebate.-  I  would  illus- 
trate in  this  way.     Suppose  the  town  of  Medford 
wishes  to  asses-  sioo.OOo  taxes,  and  offers  four  per 
cent,  rebate  if  you  pay  it  within  a  certain  time.  If 
all  paid  within 'that  tiine.  the  town   would  collect 
only  890,000.  and  to  get  that  slOU.OOO  it  would  assess 
the  citizens  for  sier.eun,  so  that  they  would  actually 
get  only  sluiin  rebate  on  the   §100,000  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  citizens  would  have  to  pay  in  advance 
to  save  that  amount.    I  should  like  know  how  the: 
finances  of  the  city  could  be  managed  if  it  is  a 
small   matter   for    §200,000  to  be    clue  from   the 
taxpayers     and     the     city    could     not    collect 
it.        It     has     been   shown    that    §295,000    were 
due     on     the     first     of     January     last      yeaiv 
notwithstanding    the    measures  taken  to  collect, 
it,  and  had  it  not  been  for  receipts  from  other 
sources    the    city   would   have  had   to  borrow  to 
make  up  that  deficiency.    It  is  the  worst  thing 
that  the  city  can  do  to  borrow  money  to  meet  its. 
current  expenses.    If  we  wish  to  raise  850,000  or 
8100.000,  we  do  so  by  loans,  and  we  should  put  it 
into  our  taxes  and  have  it   assessed.    If  we  are 
going  to  run  behindhand   in  our  taxes  at  twelve 
per  cent,  interest,  what  will   be   the  effect  if  you 
reduce  the  rate  to  nine  per  cent?    Would  it  have 
the  effect  to  stimulate    people    tc   pay  taxes  any 
sooner?    I  think  it  will  make  the  taxes  more  be- 
hindhand  and   the  City  Treasurer  will   find  him- 
self short  not  only  §20t>,'000,  bur  8400.000  or  ;-'500,000, 
amd  be' compelled  to  borrow  money  to   meet  cur- 
rent expenses.    The  cry  that  it  is  extortion  is  all 
wrong.    The   city  ,is   not   a   loaner  of  money  to 
citizens.    It   has  to   meet   its  current   expenses, 
and    to     do   that     taxes    are    assessed    on     the 
first  day  of  October.    Citizens  know  on  the  1st  of 
May  what  they  will  have  to  pay,  and  have  from 
then  till  the  1st  of  Januaiy  to  provide  themselves 
with  til?  means  to  pay  their  taxes  before  this  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  goes  into  effect.    I  see  no  hard- 
ship in  that  at  all.    It  is  no  extortiou.    But  it  is 
depriving  the  city  trea-ury  ot  what  belongs  to  it 
by  withholding   taxes  ,[ue  after  the  first  day  of 
November.    Thirty  days  are  allowed  citizens  to 
come  up  and  pay  their  taxes;  after  that  they  are 
charged  six  per  cent,  till  the  first  of  January.    I 
should  like  to  know  what  merchant  or  any  other 
class  of  citizens  would  allow  debts  due  to  run  three 
or  four  months  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  unless 
it  yyas  agreed  upon  previously,  it  they  could  avoid 
it.    If  the  city  had  this  money  to  loa'n  to  citizens 
twelve  per  cent,  would   he    extortionate,   when 
money  could  be  obtained  for  five  or  six  per  cent.. 
The  city  gets  money  at  five  or  six  per  cent,  now  to 
supply 'its  immediate  necessities  ;   but  it  must  pay 
five,  six  or  ten  per  cent,  if   it  is   necessary,  and  it 
should  not  be  placed   in    a  position    of  having  to 
borrow  a  single  cent  to  meet  its  expenses.    Citi- 
zens know  six    or   eight   months   before  this   pet- 
cent,  is  charged  what  they  are  to  pay,  and  there  is 
no   reason   why,  under   ordinary   circumstances, 
they  should  not  be  prepared  to  pay  taxes  by  the 
first  day  of  January.    If  unuer  any  circumstances 
they  are  unable  to  'do  it,  they  have  to  pay  twelve 
percent,  after  the  1st  of  January.    But  it  would 
be  a  still  greater  hardship  to  have  their  property 
put   under   the   hammer   after   the  first  day  of 
July.     If    it    is    exeortionate    to     compel     citi- 
zens to    pay  twelve    per   cent.,  why    should    it 
not  be  a  hardship  to  put  their  property  under  the 
hammer?    The  object  is  merely  to  get  people   to 
pay  their  taxes,  which  is  a  hard  thing   to  do.     The 
Finance  Committee,  last  year,  took   this  method, 
yvith  the  concurrence  of  the  Treasurer  and  Audi- 
tor, of  gettirg  citizens  to   pay  their  just  dues   into 
the  city-  treasury.    There  is  no  hardship  and  no 
extortion,  and  to  put  it  in  that  position  is  absurd, 
indeed.    It  is  money  that   belongs   to   the  city  of 
Boston  and  should  be  paid  when  it  is  due. 

Mr.  Bage  of  Ward  9— My  colleague  lias  stated 
that  citizens  know  about 'the  1st  of  May  what 
their  taxes  are  going  to  be.  I  do  not  believe  a 
man  here  knows  what  his  taxes  are  to  be 
this  year,  and  it  is  now  cousideiably  past  the 
1st  of  May.  Tax  bills  are  presented  about  the 
1st  of  November;  very  often  a  citizen  feels  that 
he  has  been  assessed  too  high,  either  upon  his  per- 
sonal property  or  real  estate,  or  both,  and  it  takes 
until  after  December  to  ascertain  whether  he  can  • 
get  a  rebate.  Parties  in  business  know  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  collect  money  the  middle  of  De- 
cember and  the  middle  of  January.    You  present 
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a  bill  and  they  ask  you  to  wait  until  at': it  the  1st  of 
January.  Although  my  fziend  from  Ward  1(1  states 
that  the  additional  penalty  is  very  light,  taut  hav- 
ing in  view  the  fact  that  it  all  goes  upon  the  bill 
at  once,  it  is  very  important  that  it  should  be  tak- 
en into  consideration.  He  also  states  that  this 
was  done  last  year.  We  all  remember  that  last 
year  was  a  remarkably  hard  one;  money  was  close 
and  it  was  difficult  for  parties  to  collect  at  all. 
Under  any  circumstances  I  think  nine  per  cent. in- 
terest is  enough  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  charge 
after  the  1st  of  January,  and  sufficient  tor  the  tax- 
payers to  pay.  I  move  that  when  the  question  be 
taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  do  not  suppose  the 
member  who  spoke  before  the  last  one,  meant 
that  a  man  knew  <m  the  1st  of  May  precisely 
what  his  taxes  were  to  be,  but  he  takes  it  for 
granted  that  every  man  has  made  his  report, 
knows  the  property  he  will  be  assessed  upon  and 
about  what  the  rate  will  be,  so  that  there  is  no 
great  difficulty  about  computing  the  amount.  In 
regard  to  the  practice  of  towns  charging  re- 
bate, I  suppose  that  was  taken  from  the  London 
tailors.  They  had  a  habit  of  charging  6105  for  a 
suit  of  clothes,  and  §100  if  you  paid  cash,— they 
always  supposed  the  purchaser  would  not  pay  for 
five  or  six  months.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  asked  me  to  repeat  a  story  which  has 
a  considerable  bearing  upon  this'  case.  The 
incident  happened  within  a  week.  A  gentle- 
man came  into  my  office  and  1  had  occasion  to  ask 
if  his  taxes  were  paid  ;  he  said  he  rather  thought 
they  were,  because  he  paid  them  last  December, 
adding,  "I  have  borrowed  tram  syooo  to  $5000 
from  the  city  heretofore,  at  six  or  seven  per 
cent.,  and  always  loaned  it  at  twelve  or  fifteen  per- 
cent.;  it  was  a  fat  thing  and  gave  a  good  margin. 
But  now,  I  pay  up  pretty  promptly;  three  per 
cent,  is  too  small  a  margin  to  speculate  upon,  so  I 
always  pay  up  on  the  L'li'th  of  December." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— We  want  facts  and  not 
theories.  The  gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  16 
have  said  the  city  is  not  a  loaner  of  money.  Who- 
ever said  she  was?  Nobody  ever  advanced  such 
an  argument.  My  friend  from  the  Seventeenth 
Ward  states  thai  hi    friend  says  he  has  borrowed 

from  S3O0O  to   sr.tn f  the  city  of  Boston.     Who 

believes  it  ?  Does  Boston  'loan  $5000  to  an 
individual?  No,  sir.  I  question  the  statement 
that  his  friend  says  so.  And  if  he  does,  that  does 
not  make  it  so.  We  know  it  is  not  true.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
would  state  that  which  is  not  true.  Boston  does 
not  loan  money.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
says  this  is  for  current  expenses,  and  Boston 
should  not  borrow  money.  Well,  let  us  reorgan- 
ize society.  Boston  always  has  borrowed  money 
for  years.  It  is  no  new  feature.  Where  is  that 
remark  gone  to?  Now,  then,  I  think  that  those 
who  desire  the  city  to  charge  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest have  proven  too  much ,  sir.  Why,  my  friend 
here  upon  the  Finance  Committee  (Mr.  West)  says 
that  SL'ii.'i.llOll  of  unpaid  taxes  laid  over  last  year. 
Was  there  ever  as  much  before  ?  And  yet  that  was 
under  the  twelve  per  cent.  rule.  He  'has  proven 
too  much.  There  never  before  was  half  as  much 
as  last  year.  Let  us  deal  in  facts  and  figures- 
figures  do  not  lie.  Now,  I  would  like  to  ask  my 
wotthy  friend  how  much  lies  over  today  of  the  un- 
paid taxes  of  last  year?  He  says  he  cannot 
answer.  All  right.  Then  he  says  he  has  never 
heard  a  word  of  complaint  of  the  twelve  per  cent. 
I  heard  it  scores  of  times,  during  last  year,  from 
worthy,  estimable,  energetic  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Boston  who  nave  been  paying  the  exorbit- 
ant rate  of  interest  which  is  charged.  Now,  it  is 
said  that  country  towns  do  not  do  so.  Country 
towns,  to  a  considerable  extent,  offer  induce- 
ments. Why  does  not  the  city  of  Boston 
emulate  the  example  of  the  country  towns?  Here 
again,  my  friend  states  that  it  was  the  rule  last 
year.  He  has  repeated  that  twice.  Because  it 
was  the  rule  last  year  is  that  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  so  this  year?  What  force  is  there  in 
that  argument,  especially  when  he  says  that  .$295,- 
000  lie  over  from  last  year's  unpaid  taxes— some- 
thing that  never  w.t-  heard  of  before?  And  my 
friend  here  on  my  left  stales  that  the  discount  of 
five  per  cent,  comes  from  the  London  tailors. 
Does  he  not  know  the  rule  that  Boston  business 
men  have  adopted  for  years,  of  five  per  cent,  dis- 
count for  cash?  Did  we  learn  that  from  Lon- 
don tailors?  I  do  not  think  any  further  re- 
mark is  necessary  upon  that.  People  have  com- 
plained of  this  enormous  charge;  they  believe  it 
to  be  unnecessary,  uncalled  for  and  unprecedent- 
ed, and  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 


Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  says  this 
city  is  not  a  loaner  of  money  I  think  I  can  show 
him  that  it  is,  and  that  a  lower  rate  of  interest  will 
increase  that  deficiency.  Some  of  the  heaviest  tax- 


payers of  this  city  have  never  paid  their  taxes  till 
July ;  they  said  to  the  Treasurer  that  it  is  the 
cheapest  loan  they  can  make.  Last  vear  they 
paid  them  on  the  1st  of  January.  I  am  free  to  say 
that  with  the  little  taxes  I  have  to  pay  I  wait  un- 
til the  last  of  December,  and  pay  six  per  cent., 
but  I  have  a  greater  regard  for  my  pocket  than  to 
wait  longer.  The  gentleman  lays  great  stress  upon 
tne  fact  that  money  lies  over  at  twelve  per  cent.; 
that  only  shows  that  with  a  moderate  rate  of  in- 
terest more  money  will  lie  over  ami  less  taxes  will 
be  paid.     It  is  a  beautiful  argument. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  like  logic ;  I  believe  in 
it,  but  where  logic  lies  I  think  my  friend  is  a 
stranger.  He  has  proved  what?— that  the  city  of 
Boston  is  a  loaner  of  money.  He  has  all  along 
said  that  the  city  is  a  borrower  of  money.  Let  us 
take  one  horn  or  the  other  of  the  dilemma.  Is  the 
city  of  Boston  a  borrower  and  a  loaner  of  money 
at  the  same  time  ?  Does  my  friend  wish  to  make 
an  argument  on  that?  I  wish  he  would.  Eoston 
is  either  a  borrower  or  a  loaner  of  money.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  Boston  does  not  loan  money; 
she  has  no  such  right  under  her  charter.  She  is*  a 
borrower  of  money  and  has  an.  abundance, 
oceans  of  property,  and  is  abundantly  able 
to  pay  her  debts  at  any  moment,  and  she 
never  '  will  repudiate  a  dollar ;  but  she  is 
not  a  loaner  of  money,  and  when  the  gentle- 
man undertakes  to  show  that  she  does  so,  it  is 
begging  the  question.  State  things  as  they  are 
and  ought  to  In- stated,  in  plain  Anglo-Saxon,  so 
that  they  call  be  understood  by  heads  as  thick  as 
mine.  Why  cover  this  thing  all  over?  Everybody 
knows  that' Boston  borrows  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  taxes,  to  pay  her  current  expenses,  and  has 
done  that  thing  for  years,  and  people  complain 
that  they  are  charged  this  enormous  i  ate  of  inter- 
est. I  do  not  believe  it  is  right;  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it,  but  will  vote  for  the  opinion  as  expressed  at 
the  la«t  meeting. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  would  ask  the  gei.tle- 
manfrom  Ward  5  what  the  amount  of  the  deficit 
was  last  year?  He  states  that  figures  do  not  lie. 
There  was  a  panic  and  a  great  deal  of  speculation 
on  account  of  annexation.  If  the  member  has  the 
figures  I  would  like  to  know  what  they  are. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  answer 
the  question ;  if  I  were  competent,  or  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  i  would.  The  gentle- 
man says  there  was  a  great  deal  of  spec  illation  on 
account  of  annexation.  I  am  aware  of  that;  it 
was  so  when  West  Roxbury  was  annexed,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  a  good  speculation,  especially  since 
we  have  annexed  that  green  garden  district.  I 
can  only  plead  ignorance  of  the  answer  to  his 
question,  but  I  can  state  that  such  a  deficit  never 
occurred  in  my  experience. 

Mr.  Loririg  (if  Ward  1l' — I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  and  others  who  have  spoken  of 
the  high  rate  of  interest,  with  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  city  collecting  its  taxes  promptly. 
Yet  they  have  drifted  away  from  the  main  issue, 
which  is,  what  rate  of  interest  is  right  and  proper 
to  charge  that  will  enable  the  city  to  collect  its 
taxes  promptly.  Two  classes  are' unable  to  pay 
their  taxes  i  romptly  ;  one  consists  of  the  most  en- 
terprising business  'men  of  the  city  of  Boston;  the 
other  is  composed  of  those  who.  from  loss  or  mis- 
fortune, aie  obliged  to  readjust  their  affairs  be- 
fore they  can  pay  their  taxes.  Well.it  may  be 
amusing' to  some  gentlemen  who  ha\t  stated  that 
capitalists  do  not  pay  their  taxes,  but  1  have  not 
paid  my  taxes  lor  1873.  I  now  owe  the  city  four 
or  five  thousand  dollars  for  taxes.  Why?  When 
the  panic  came  upon  us  last  October  I  had  a  very 
large  amount  due  me  from  two  wealthy  mercan- 
tile firms  engaged  in  the  transportation  business 
in  this  city,  and  they  could  not  pay  me  without 
rates  of   interest, 

continue  work  on  a  large  amount  of  machinery 
which  I  was  then  building  for  them.  Instead  of 
compelling  them  to  make  prompt  payment-.  1 
preferred  to  borrow  money  at  a  high  rate  of  in- 
terest and  employ  the  labor  of  the  city,  but 
I  could  not  pay  my  taxes  without  mortgag- 
ing some  of  my  property,  and  rather  than  do 
that  I  have  let  my  lax  of  last  year  lemain  unpaid. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  any  man  w  no  has  taken  a 
broad  am.  comprehensive  view  of  tld-  matter  will 
not  advocate  a  high  rate  of  interest,  whether  it 
be  for  the  city  of  Boston  or  for  banking  institu- 
tions.   I    undertake    to    say    that    it    is    not    the 
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capitalists  alone  who  do  not  pay  their  taxes 
promptly,  but  the  two  classes  to  "which  I  have 
alluded. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  want  to  sayi  one  word 
with  reference  to  the  point  that  the 'gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  raised.  He  says  he  found  it 
necessary  to  pay  twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  use  of  money  to  carry  on  his  busi- 
ness. Now  he  objects  to  paying  twelve  per  cent. 
per  annum  for  taxes  due  the  city.  Where 
is  the  justice  in  his  paying  one  party 
twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent,  for  money,  and 
heing  unwilling  to  pay  another  debtor  the 
same  amount?  It  is  the  experience  of  business 
men  that  they  have  to  pay  high  rates  for  money. 
We  are  often  obliged  to  do  so'in  order  to  get  the 
money,  and  I  can  see  no  injustice  in  having  to  pav 
the  city  of  Boston  the  same  rate  that  we  are  will-; 
ing  and  have  to  pay  to  others.  You  do  injustice 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston  if  you  are  unwilling  to 
pay  it.  It  is  what  yu  owe  the  city,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  all  suffer  to  a  certain  extent  by  your  with- 
holding what  you  owe  on  your  taxes. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  moved  the  previous  Ques- 
tion, and  the'  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  the  question 
was  divided,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on 
the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment  substitut- 
ing nine  for  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  first  part  of 
the  order. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere  lo  this  amendment 
—42  yeas,  22  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott.  Adams,  Barry,  Bearce, 
Bent,  Boardman.  Bmckott,  Brown,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Collins.  Ciowley.  Cuslnnan,  Davis, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Fuller,  Gordon.  Hicks.  Leach. Long, 
Loring.  Jlole'y.  Moonev,  .Morse,  Xoves.  Page,  1'rav, 
Shaw;  Siblev".  Smith,  Sweat,  'lhaelier.  Train.  Wa'l- 
bridge.  Wan  en,  Whiston.  E.  P.  Wilbur.  N.  S.  Wil- 
bur, Woods.  Woodward— 42. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Butler,  Crocker,  Dacey, 
Dav,  Dennv.  (ioldthwait.  Harrington,  Hunne- 
well,  Kent,  Kimball.  McCartv,  Minot,  Pease,  Per- 
kins, Powers,  Putnam.  Sprague,  Sweetser,  West, 
Weston,  Willcutt— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bleiler, 
Cud  worth.  Flynn,  Hine,  Jennings,  Martin,  Pea- 
body,  Russell— 9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Page,  to  recede  from  the  second  amendment 
(substituting  nine  for  twelve  per  cent,  interest  on 
bank  shares,  etc.,)  and  the  motion  prevailed— yeas 
02,  nays  2— all  the  above-named  geiitlenien'vo'ting 
in  the  affirmative  except  Messrs.  Bearce  and 
Brown,  who  voted  nay,  and  the  same  members 
not  responding,  as  on  the  previous  vote. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  appiopnatc  S215  04,  additional,  for  the 
expense  of  filling  up  the  fiats  in  rear  of  Harvard 
Cemeteiv,  Charlestown.      Parsed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $4,000,000  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  year:  and  that  all  money 
obtained  unoer  this  order  be  made  payable  on 
April  30, 1875.  Passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  56, 
nays  0. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  consider  the  report  aud  order  for 
taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond 
for  tin- purpose  of  supplying  the  city,  (City  Doc. 
No.  17,)  the  question  being  on  giving'  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14—  Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  Water  Committee,— my  name  ap- 


pearing in  the    majority  report  favoring  the 
ing  of  the  Sudbury  River  as  a    water   supply 

now  say  that  I  am  not   wedded   to   the 


for 


Sudbury  River,  or  any  other  scheme.  In  getting 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  Boston,  I  am 
only  for  the  best  interest  ol  -'Boston  at  all  times. 
Since  1872  1  have  been  led  to  believe  that  Boston 
was  in  want  of  a  large  supply  of  water.  Of  the 
large  schemes  presented,  that  for  taking  Charles 
River  seemed  the  best  to  me;  but  having  reasons 
to  believe  that  the  State  of  Ma.-saclmsetts  would 
not  grant  us  the  right  to  take  that  water.  I  then 
turned  to  the  Sudbury  River  scheme,  believing  it 
the  next  best  and  cheapest  for  all  time.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  death  rates  ran  higher  in  1872 
tnan  in  previous  years,  the  supposed  cause  being 
the  Sudbury  River  ivater.  Allowing  this  to  be 
true,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  almost  any  other 
river  would  have  done  no  better  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  circumstances  that  I  allude  to  are 
these:  In  the  year  1871  the  water  in  Lake 
Co  hituate  was  drawn  down  within  a  few 
inches      of       the      bottom      of      the     conduit. 


were  kept  running  night  and  day 
to  raise  the  water  to  the  conduit.  When  rain  did 
come  Boston  had  but  a  few  days'  supply  left  in 
the  lake,  and  that  was  of  a  very  poor  quality.  It 
was  soon  after  this  that  the  Sudbury  River  was 
turned  into  the  lake.  The  water  had  no  time  to 
aerate  or  settle  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
drinking  it  directly  from  the  river  until  the  lake 
was  fined.  I  remember  the  water  very  well;  it 
was  highly  colored,  and  I  thought,  then,  that  un- 
less it  could  be  aerated  I  should  not  want  any 
more  of  it.  Under  the  contemplated  plan  of  large 
and  deep  storage  basins  the  water  will  have 
time  to  aerate  and  settle  before  it  is  used.  There 
is  one  point  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  so  far  as  the 
purity  of  the  water  is  concerned.  a'id  that  is  the 
large  tributary  known  as  Stony  Brook.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  locate  basin-  Xos.  30  and  37  on  this  stream 
and  to  construct  the  outlets  so  that  the  water  from 
these  basins  can  be  tiowed  to  Boston  without  mix- 
ing with  the  Sudbury  River  water.  I  have  it  from 
good  authority  that  this  Stony  Brook  water  is 
of  a  very  superior  quality,  and  is  equal  to  or 
much  "better  than  that  of  Sudbury  River. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  Boston  has  been  working  on  little  things  for 
a  water  supply,  and  spending  a  large  amount  of 
money  from  year  to  year.  I  presume  that  is  one 
reason  I  have  "been  led  to  take  up  with  the  Sudbury 
River  enterprise  more  readily  than  I  otherwise 
wotdd.  Five  or  six  years  ago  it  occurred  tome  that 
if  Boston  would  spend  a  reasonable  amount  of  mon- 
ey for  a  supply  that  would  last  for  all  time,  it  Mould 
be  the  best  for  the  city  in  the  long  run.  Among 
these  little  things,  first,  there  is  Lake  Cochituate, 
which  has  a  capacity  of  2, oil, 105.000  gallons;  next 
is  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  731,473.423  gallons: 
I'.ro.ikline    Reservoir.    1 1 : i.r.s: ;.■  u ti >    gallons;     Tele- 

graph  Hill  Reservoir,  7.5os.240  gallons:  Beacon 
ill  Reservoir,  2,678,961  gallons— showing  a  total 
of  locking  basins  on  tins  side  of  Charles  River 
with  a  capacity  of  2,s72,40s,590  gallons,  equal  to  a 
daily  supply  for  five  months,  without  any  rainfall, 
of  IS. 773. 912  gallons,  less   the   evaporation,  which 

will  furnish  02  gallons  daily  for  v,W, i  inhabitant-. 

provided  those  basins  arc  filled,  and  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  they  should  not  be.  In  addition 
to  this  we  lia\  e  the  Jamaica  1  onu  water  that  will 


supply  alio. iido  gallons  per  day.  and  allowing  02 
gallons  daily  for  each  inhabitant,  will  supply  si)i;4 
persons.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  Barker  Hill 
Reservoir,  now  in  course  of  construction,  which  is 
capable  of  holding  6,000,0.00  gallons.  We  have 
further,  in  addition  to  these,  Dug  Pond,44l/2  acres, 
Dudley  Pond,  81  acres,  showing  that  Boston 
is   not     so    badly   off,    after    all.     Mystic  Lake 

has    a   capacity  "of     380,000, gallons;    Mvstic 

Reservoir,  20,244.827  gallons  ;  East  Boston  Reser- 
voir, 5,591,816  gallon.-,  making  a  total  on  the 
other  side  of  Charles  River  of  411.836.043  gal- 
lons, which  gives  a  storage  capacity  equal  to 
a    daily    supply    for    five    months    of     3,340,337 

gallovs*.  which  will  furnish  an.i inhabitants  with 

37  gallons  daily  to  ea -h  inhabitantforfive  months. 
The  supply  to  each  inhabitant  in  Boston  has  been 
given  at  62  gallons,  and  for  Charlestown  and  the 
towns  connected  with  it  at  37.  making  a  difference 
of  25  gallons  m  favor  of  Boston,  which  shows  that 
Boston  is  much  the  better  off  of  the  two  districts. 
I  have  some  other  figures  here  which  are  given  in 
Printed  Document  No.  78  of  1873,  pages  09  and  70. 
and  relate  to  the  waste  of  water  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate. I  find  in  this  document,  in  tabular  form,  a 
statement  of  the  waste  for  nine  years,  in  only  two 
of  which  is  there  any  record  of  drought,  viz.",  1806 
and  1871.  The  number  of  gallons  wasted  each  year 
is  as  follows:  In. 3.  2,2nl.07s.30o;  1864,  1.368,746.000; 
1805,  LOSS, 120,000;  1800,  none;  1807,  2.580,397.000; 
1808,  2.455,340,000;  1869,  1.635,570.000;  1870,  4,818,- 
972,000;  1871.  none— averaging  1,800.913.700  gallons 
wasted  per  year,  which  is  equal  to  a  daily  supply 
of  5.O99.002  gallons  for  nine  years,  or  12.323. : -: ;"l 
gallons  daily  for  five  months,  or  20.449,000  for 
three  months.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  presume 
that  a  drought  would  last  over  three  months. 
In  1871  Boston  was  nearly  bankrupt  of  water, 
but  the  previous  year  4,818,972,000  had  been 
wasted,  which,  had  it  been  stored,  would  have 
been  equal  to  a  daily  supply  of  13.202.003,  or  31,- 
913,721  for  five  months,  less  the  evaporation. 
or  52,955,730  gallins  for  three  months.  I  bring 
this  matter  up  now,  because  I  had  a  talk 
on  this  subject  with  the  City  Engineer  last 
year.  He  tells  me  that  he'  knows  of  no 
place  where  nature  has  made  a  place  for  stor- 
ing this  water  before  bringing  it  to  Boston,  yet 
be  says  he  can  find  a  suitable  place  by  ilroppgin  it 
down  from  three  to  five  feet,  so  that  we  shall  have 
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to  maintain  pump?,  from  three  to  five  months  in 
the  year,  and  thereby  save  a  great  amount  of  mill 
daniagi  -.  My  idea, "Mr.  President,  is  that  it.is  for 
;li"  l.e-t  interest  of  Ro-ton  to  introduce  water 
meters  as  a  raving  medium  for  all  time.  Fiom 
the  best  record  1  ran  rind  it  is  allowed  that  twen- 
tv-five  gallons  dailv  per  inhabitant  is  sufficient. 
In  looking  over  the  record-  1  find  that  in  Huston, 
for  the  vear  . - i i <  1  i 1 1 >r  Apul  1.  the  number  of   build- 


fair  to  pi. -nine  tna;  r,o-f(.n  \vi>uld  not  want 
a  ureat  many  meter-  above  hvt  eighths  cal- 
ibre, as  -he  is  now  undoubtedly  supply- 
ing the  manufacturing,  snipping  and  steam- 
boat interests,  which  use  large  meters.  Those 
five-eighths  meters  can  be  bought  for  a  price 
from  S15  to  .§20  apiece.  At  the  latter  price 
the  whole  number  requited  would  amount  to  only 
ss4r,,ooo.  In  speaking  of  the  storage  for  the  Mys- 
tic, it  will  be  seen  that  the  supply  is  very  poor  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  something  should  be  done  to  save  that  water. 
With  the  basins  contemplated  in  the  figures  of 
Messrs.  Kirk  wood  &  Francis,  capable  of  holding 
miiii.oi  iii.no:  i  cubic  feet. or  Hi.". "Hi). nun. Dim  gallons, there 
will  be  a  storage  capacity  tor  a  supply  of  over 
12,00:1,1100  gallons   per  day.  for  rive  months,  which, 

added  to  the  is. mm. 1  on  ihis  side  of  the  river,  will 

give  a  -forage  of  :J,o.  11 111,11110  gallon-,  which,  if  sup- 
plied by  nieii  t  - ,  will  allow  twenty-five  gallons  per 
1l.1v  loi'ea.  h  inhabit. Mitan  I  -till  leave  to. 000. 0O0  gal- 
lons fiom  the  -uppl\  "ii  thi-  -i,i,.  for  our  manufact- 
urers. This  is  the  weai  link -poken  of  in  our  last 
communication  in  regard  to  the  quantity  per  year. 
I  guessed  at  the  price  of  meters  at  from  .§15  to 
S20,  and  figured  on  the.  total  cost  at  S20.  But  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that  if  Boston  is  in  the  market 
fur  'ha:  ■■la—  "f  work.it  would  bring  out  the  ideas 
.,1  ..111  people,  and  there  is  11c  doubt  the  price 
would  be  reduced.  I  know  something  of  their 
work::  _.  and  am  inclined  to  think  that  818  would 
be  a  fair  rate. 

Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11— Mr.  President,  since 
coming  into  this  Government  I  have  studied  the 
water  question  carefully,  and  last  Ihursday  even- 
ing 1  though;  I  was  ready  to  act  upon  die  mattsr, 
but  after  listening  to  tic-  able  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  (Mr.  Boardman),  and  read- 
ing the  report  of  the  City  Registrar,  1  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  overlooked  the 
most  important  feature  of  the  subject,  viz.,  its 
beiriiv  on  the  public  health.  Thejextraordinarily 
high  death  rate  repotted  by  them  must  proceed 
from  some  special  causes.  The  fact  that  in  1872, 
when  an  additional  supply  of  water  was  taken 
from  the  S11dl.u1  y  River,  the  death  rati'  increased 
so  remarkably  (25  per  cent.,  as  stat<  d  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14),  would  indicate  that  im- 
pure water  was  the  principal  cause.  I  have  often 
heard  it  said  in  the  South  that  "to  drink  surface 
water  was  sure  death":  if  so  fatal  there,  may  it 
not  have  an  important  eifect  on  the  public  health 
here?  From  the  Engineer's  report,  1  understand 
that  the  plan  is  to  provide  several  storage 
basins  by  constructing  a  series  of  dams  for 
the  purpose  of  overflowing  the  low  and 
marshy  places  in  the  Sudbury  River  region, 
and  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  remove  the  muck 
and  accumulations  of  decayed  vegetable  matter, 
ter.  Nov.  judging 
1  the  health  of  the 
ilar  circumstances  in  1872,  it 
Lye  or  ten  millions  of  dollars 
-  of  lives.  With  my  present 
lose  and 
vote  aga 
of  wafer 

better  understood  than  it  seems  to  be  at  present. 
I  hope  time  will  be  taken  to  investigate  this 
phase  of  the  -object  thoroughly  ;  certainly  there 
is  no  good  reason  for  haste.  The  amount  of  water 
that  the  Mystic  works  caii  furnish  us  in  case  of 
need  and  in 'view  of  the  fact  that  one-third  of  the 
present  supply  is  wasted,  as  stated  by  the  Water 
Registrar,  I  think  we  can  safely  take  time  to  in- 
vestigate s0  important  a  subject  and  hope  that 
same  plan  will  be  suggested  to  procure  the  infor- 
mation needed  from  a  source  competent  to  give  it. 
Mr.  Dennv  of  Ward  '.)  sent  an  order  to  the  Chair, 
which  he  desired  to  have  read,  giving  notice  that 
he  would  introduce  it  at  the  proper  time.  The 
President  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Water 
Department  be  requested  to  ascertain  if  the 
present  sources  of  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
lakes  combined  can   be  so  utilized  as  to  give  an 


.•miaueiit  supply 
public  health  is 


adequate  supply  to  the  city  in  a  season  of  drought; 
how  great,  that  supply  would  be,  and  for  how 
many  years  such  supply  would  be  adequate, 
and  what  plan  is  necessary  to  adopt,  and  what 
would  lie  the  expense.  . 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  have  attempted  sever- 
al times  to  so  investigate  this  subject  of  a  water 
supply  as  to  be  prepared  to  give  an  intelligent  ex- 
position of  my  views  upon  the  question  ;  but  I  find 
that  I  cannot  go  ;r  great  way  before  1  am  groping 
in  the  dark  with  questions  which  I  am  not  com- 
petent to  consider.  After  an  investigation  of  all 
the  printed  reports  I  can  but  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion which  they  a  1  rive  at  thcmselvo-.  and  it  seems 
to  me  we, are  not  qualified  to  bring  forward  theo- 
ries of  our  own  and  present  them  here  so  that  they 
are  likely  to  be  received  with  the  same  degree  of 
confidence  that  they  would  be  if  they  came  from 
other  authorities.  This  question  of  a  water  sup- 
ply certainly  is  one  which  can  only  be  passed  upon 
by  qualified  scientific  engineers.  Therefore,  I  take 
this  ground,  with  reference  to  the  question,  that 
almost  every  point  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  with  reference  to  all  the 
sources  of  supply;  the  amount  of  water  which 
can  be  obtained  from  the  various  sources,  the 
whole  expense  and  the  cost  per  million  gal- 
lons. It  is  admitted  in  the  first  place  that  we 
need  a  further  supply  of  water:  then  the  question 
arises,  of  course.  Whence  shall  we  get  it?— and  that 
has  been  answered  very  fully  in  the  reports.  Then 
the  question  arises,  Shall  we  accept  these  reports? 
and,  if  we  do  not,  what  authority  shall  we  give 
them?  Then,  in  view  of  our  not  accepting  these 
reports,  I  find  myself  attempting  to  grapple  with  a 
question  which  1  am  not  competent  to  solve  alone. 
I  notice  in  one  gentleman's  remarks  that  the  city 
of  Boston  has  a  five-months'  supply  in  the  reser- 
voirs, without  any  rain,  lie  figures  it  all  up;  but 
how  did  it  happen  that  in  IS,]  they  were  pumping 
out  of  Lake  Cochituate?  We  had' the  same  num- 
ber of  reservoirs  then  that  we  have  today.  That 
question  is  answered  at  once  ;  if  you  do  not  pump 
into  those  reservoirs  before  you  draw  them  down 
one-third,  you  lose  your  nressure.  That  would 
illustrate  a  great  variety  of  points  which 
by  a 
Ii  I  do 

have.  Now  with  reference  to  the  various  sources 
of  supply,  you  will  find  in  City  Document  No.  37 
an  answer  to  every  question.  The  conclusion  ar- 
rived at  by  the  City  Engineer  is  that  the  Mystic 
will  .give  us  a  temporary  supply  of  from  five  to 
seven  millions  of  gallons  for  from  five  to  six  years. 
We  have  in  addition  to  that  tin  indorsement  of 
Messrs.  Kirkwood  &  Francis,  and  so  far  as  I  un- 
derstand it  they  coincide  entirely.  If  any  one  is 
disposed  to  question  the  decision  of  the  City 
Engineer,   is   not    the   indorsement    of    Messrs. 

d  &  Francis  satisfacl 
point?  It  might  not  satisfy 
satisfies  me.  The  question  is  whether  it  is 
expedient  for  Boston  to  get  a  supply  there 
for  five  or  six  years  and  then  go  another  direc- 
tion to  obtain  'a  supply  for  all  time.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  a  plan  for  reenforcing  the 
Mystic  supply  from  the  Shaw  sheen,  which  the  re- 
port says  will  furnish  s,000,t daily  for    SL\02.'t,77r,; 

then  take  another  scheme  to  furnish  20,000.000 gal- 
lons for  S6,026,570.  and  the  question  for  us  to  de- 
cide is  whether  it  is  expedient  to  spend  the  first 
sum  and  have  to  reenforce  the  supply  from 
another  source,  or  whether  we  should  'expend 
si;. 000,000  more  and  get  20.000.(100  besides.  That  is 
the  question  as  to  reenforcing  the  Mystic.  We  are 
then  brought  down  to  the  Question  whether  we 
should  take  it  from  the  Mystic,  Sudbury  01  Charles 
River.    We  have  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer 


circumstances  that  required  immediate  action, 
but  I  do  not  understand  that  lie  has  since  had  oc- 
casion to  change  his  views.  It  is  not  disputed  by 
any  one  that  Charles  River  will  give  the  best 
■  supply  at  a  less  cost,  provided,  first,  we  could  get 
legislative  authority,  and  which  we  could  not  get, 
and  second,  that  the  water  did  not  require  filtra- 
tion before  it  could  be  used.  Then  we  are  brought 
to  the  question  whether  we  should  go  up  to  the 
Sudbury  River,  at  an  expense  of  .§5, 150,000,  and 
not,  in  round  figures,  at  eight  or  nine  millions,  as 
stated  by  some,  and  by  others  at  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  more.'  In  a  question  of  this  kind 
it  is  not  quite  the  thing  to  roll  out  large  figures  in- 
definitely, but  In  stick  somewhat  to  facts  given  by 
authority.  I  do  not  mean  to  pass  by  the  scheme  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  in  reference  to  a 
conduit     direct     from     Chestnut     Hill     Reser- 
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voir  to  Lake  Cochituate.  I  have  read  all  the  re- 
marks made  here  without  making  a  great  deal  of 
progress,  as  vou  are  aware  by  w^iat  I  say, — arid 
when  I  read  those  reports  I  find  he  takes  excep- 
tions to  the  City  Engineer's  views  with  regard  Jto 
the  propriety  of  building  a  new  conduit  along-ide 
the  present  one.  The  Engineer  gives  reasons  whv 
it  cannot  be  well  done,  and  they  appear  to  me  to 
be  good,  and  chat  scheme  appears  altogether  im- 
practicable, without  professing  to  be  skilled 
in   such   matters.     Of   course   if    we   could   get 


thority  from  which  the  statement  come-  and  weigh 
the  evidence  given  on  both  sides.  I  take  it  for 
mvself,  that  after  we  have  reports  of  the 
committee,  backed  up  by  the  engineers,  that 
they  are  good  authority  unless  some  other 
is  proved  to  be  better.  The  burden  of  proof 
is  upon  those  who  bring  forward  new  schemes 
to  show  that  they  are  better  than  the  Sud- 
bury. Therefore,  I  say,  with  reference  to 
the 'gentleman's  scheme,  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  build  a  new  conduit  of  sufficient  capacity  near 
the  old  one  without  endangering  that  one,  and  the 
second  objection  is.  that  if  you  build  a  very  much 
larger  one,  one  will  be  required  from  Farm  Pond 
to  secure  a  proper  flow  of  water,  and  the  expense 
of  the  one  from  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill 
will  be  about  as  large  as  one  to  Farm  Fond  direct. 
So  I  am  induced  to  abandon  the  schemes  present- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  f  torn  Ward  12  (for  a  new  con- 
duit), and  from  Ward  9  (for  a  supply  from  the 
Charles).  I  do  not  rise  to  elaborate  this  question 
because  I  And  myself  groping  in  the  dark  when 
I  attempt  to  go  into  it.  My  views  were  in  favor 
of  passing  the  order  introduced  into  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  a  commission  of  three  disinter- 
ested engineers,  and  having  obtained  their  opin- 
ion, I  do  hot  think  any  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment would  have  felt  ready  to  abandon  them. 
I  have  introduced  the  order  which  has  been  read 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
question  which  Ave  have  never  had  answered.  It 
has  been  stated  that  about  25,nnn,onii  gallons  run 
to  waste  on  the  Mystic.  How  many  millions  nin 
to  waste  at  Lake  Cochituate  I  cannot  state.  How 
many  millions  can  b.-  used  in  a  time  of  drought  is  a 
question  we  should  like  to  know,  and  if  it  can  be 
utilized,  and  the  question  can  be  decided  at  once, 
we  can  then  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  do  not  propose  to  go  in- 
to an  elaborate  discussion  at  the  present  time,  but 
I  woidd  like  to  say  in  response  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  that  if  lie  had  con- 
fined himself  to  the  idea-  suggested  in  his  order,  I 
think  I  should  have  agreed  with  him  perhaps  more 
thoroughly.  But  I  do  believe  the  suggestion  made 
in  his  order  is  the  proper  thing  to  be  adopted  now. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  Boston  has  to- 
dav  a  suffic.ent  source  of  supply.  That  mav  ap- 
pear as  a  bald  proposition,  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
true.  I  believe  that  with  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  and  the 
order  proposed  to  be  introduced  is  to  ascer- 
tain whether  a  sufficient  supply  for  the 
wants  of  the  city  may  not  be  realized  from 
that  source.  It  is  eminently  fitting  for 
such  an  order  to  be  introduced  and  acted 
upon.  What  is  our  duty  as  representatives  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  who  sent  us  here  ?  Is  it  that  we 
should  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  an 
economical  expenditure  of  money?  Or  should  we 
elaborate  this  matter  and  get  an  abundant  supply 
without  regard  to  the  expense?  The  gentleman's 
order  looks  directly  to  that  question.  We  are  to 
act  in  this  matter  in  our  individual  capacity,  and 
if  each  one  had  to  decide  it  in  that  way,  would  we 
adopt  this  wild,  unconsidered  scheme  without  any 
estimate  of  where  we  are  to  land,  not  only  with 
regard  to  the  expense  for  water,  but  for  damages 
almost  endless  and  interminable?  Sow,  sir, 
I  undertake  to  state  here  what  I  have  stated 
in  private,  that  I  believe  that  if  the  Water 
Board  would  institute  a  proper  system  of  in- 
spection, one-half  the  waste  of  the  water  supply 
of  this  city  might  be  saved.  Ouedialf  of  on;  wa- 
ter is  wasted  and  has  been  foj  years.  Spend  a 
few  thousand  dollars  per  annum  'in  instituting  a 
proper  Board  of  Inspectors,  stop  the  waste  all 
over  the  city  and  you  have  got  supply  enough  for 
one-fourth  the  expense.  I  have  heard  of  no  such 
proposition  or  any  attemut  to  in'  titute  such  pro- 
ceedings. I  am  gratified  at  the  statement  which 
a  member  of  the  Water  Committee  has  made,  and 
I  am  somewhat  astoid-hed.  because  if  I  renu  mber 
aright  he  was  one  of  those   who  signed  the  great 


majority  Sudbury  report,  which  says  the  least 
average'  consumption  per  inhabitant  per  diem  in 
this  city  has  been  sixty  gallons.  And  yet  I  hear 
him  say  that  Boston  is  not  so  bad  off  after 
all,  with  her  supply  of  25,000,000  gallons.  And 
yet  the  statement  of  the  committee  is  that  sixty 
gallons  are  necessary  for  each  individual  per 
'diem.  What  is  the  supply  wasted  today?  i)o 
sixty  gallons  cover  it?  Will  the  honrrable  mem- 
bers* of  the  Water  Board  say  it  approximates  the 
supply. including. the  waste?  Is  it  not  nearer  500 
gallons  per  individual  than  sixty?  Xmv,  .sir,  as  a 
man  of  common  sonse,  and  a  representative  of  the 
constituency  who  sent  us  here  to  do  for  them  what 
our  best  judgment  should  dictate. should  we  favo 
any  scheme  which  will  allow  a  waste  of  500  gallons 
per  individual  per  day?  That  is  where 
we  are,  as  practical  men.  The  gentleman 
on  the  committee  says  .  the  Mystic  is  at 
present  poorly  supplied  with  storage,  but  that  it 
will  supply  us  with  12.iKin.ono  gallons  and  the  Co- 
chituate with  ls.nnn.nnn  more,  making  30,000.000.  a 
sufficient  supply  for  five  months.  What  are  we 
talking  about,  with  all  this  supply  of  water?  Are 
we  to  go  into  an  exenditure  ol  .■s5.nnn.nnn.  the  low- 
est estimate,  with  such  a  supply?  Let  us  hesitate 
— wait  until  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  can  be  answered,  and  then  we  shall  know  if  we 
canhave  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  from  the 
present  sources.-  I  will  not  go  further,  because  it 
seems  to  be  a  plain  proposition  which  should  be 
entertained.  The  people  who  sent  u-  here  demand 
that  the  examination  intended  by  this  order 
should  be  made. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  1.3— Mr.  President,  I  am 
glad  this  order  has  been  introduced;  it  is  bring- 
ing the  debate  where  it  shoidd  be — nearer  home. 
I  have  listened  to  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  favor- 
ing the  different  scheme-  withpleasuie  and  a  good 
degree  of  patience,  have  visited  the  different  lo- 
calities, and  have  derived  valuable  information. 
I  feel  that  we  have  at  last  got  hold  of  the  right 
end.  but  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  yet  as  to  the  best 
course  for  us  to  adopt,  in  view  of  coming  to  some 
conclusion.  I  have  made  inquiry  into  the  subject 
of  saving  what  water  we  now  have,  and  postpon- 
ing any  large  expenditure  for,  say  the  next  eight 
or  ten  years.  The  waste  of  water  now  going  on  in 
this  city  is  almost  beyond  belief.  I  set  it  at  one- 
third  of  the  quantity  used,  to  be  within  bounds.  I 
find  the  number  of  water  takers  noi  vising  meters 
in  round  numbers,  to  be  12.000 ;  tho-e  using  meters 
1000.  Now  sir.  is  it  practicable  to  use  meters!  Can 
they  be  adopted  veil h  success?  The  cost  is  to  be 
the'first  consideration.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that 
a  meter,  acceptable  to  the  Water  Board  or  demon- 
strated to  any  practical  mechanic,  to  be  perfect, 
can  be  furnished  by  the  quantity  at  S10  each, 
making  the  cost  8420,000.  If  that  step  is.  taken, 
and  l  leave  the  question  whether  it  i-  practicable 
or  not  to  be  be  decided  by  the  Water  Boar  t,  next-, 
what  advantage  should. we  gain?  We  should  be 
able  to  save  one-third  at  least,  and  I  honestlv  be- 
lieve one-half  the  amount  now  used.  Either  "this 
course  is  to  be  adopted,  or  we  must  vote  authority 
for  the  Water  Board  to  exercise  their  judgment 
as  to  the  fixtures  to  be  used,  and  giving  them  such 
powers  as  to  license  plumber.-,  who  -hall  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  work.  I  am.  told  by  parties 
who  make  this  subject  a  study,  that  this  is 
the  best  course  to  adopt,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  favor  this  proje  t.  It  will  surely*  save 
a  great  expenditure  for  the  next  eight*  or  ten 
yea-.-,  and  give  a  control  to  the  use  of  water  to 
parties  whom  we  elect  as  proper  and  competent  to 
manage  the  matter.  I  woidcl  add,  from  authority, 
that  the  demand  for  water  for  manufacturing  pur- 
pose- js  increasing  largely,  and  the  revenue'  from 
such  sources  is  profitable  and  should  be  encour- 
aged. If  we  can  save  by  proper  management 
enough  to  supply  all  legitimate  demands  by  this 
course,  what  more  do  we  require?  The  financial 
condition  of  the  Cochituate  water  is  satisfac- 
tory, and  after  n:  ving  all  current  expenses 
will  net  this  year  $12.7,000,  and  the  funded  debt 
will  be  ext  ngni-hed  bv  1903.  Now.  sir.  is  this  n,,t 
an  argument  that  the 'best  interests  of  the  eitv 
will  be  to  let  the  board  select  such  a  course,  iii 
their  experience  and  constant  dealing  with  this 
important  subject,  a-  iudgod  bv  them  Im-t.  rather 
than  leave  it  to  conclusions  arrived  at  b\  any 
member  of  the  City  Government  who  cannot  give 
it  the  consideration  and  thought  the  matter  de- 
mands ? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  speaking  of  the  wildness  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  states  that  the  average  amount  used  per 
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each  individual,  including  waste,  is  five  hundred 
gallons.    I  -oppose  that  the  population  of  Boston 

is  2511. ,  whirl!,  multiplied  1 1 v  live  hundred,  gives 

125,(1(10,1100  gallons  used  every  day,  according  to  his 
estimates.    Those  are  my  figures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ['ease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  order  to  seize  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  was  postponed  to  Thursday  evening- 
next  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Denny  subsequently  olfered  the  order  which 
had  been  read  by  the  President,  and  it  was  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  only  question  that 
occurs  to  me  whether  we  have  not  already  got  the 
requisite  information  that  the  engineers  can 
give  us.  We  have  the  special  report  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  &  Francis  upon  tnis  matter,  and  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Baldwin.  Kirkwood  &  Francis 
propose  the  establishment  of  four  or  seven  reser- 
voirs within  the  valley  of  the  Mystic  basin.  Mr. 
Baldwin  suggests  making  a  dam 'below  the  lower 
Mystic  Pond,  and  making  a  larger  flowage. 
All  of  those  matters  have  oeen  pretty  cfis- 
tinctly  stated  and  accurately  gone  into.  And 
here  I  desire  to  make  one  remark  on  the 
point  made  by  everybody  with  reference  to 
the  project  of  utilizing  the  Mystic  basin.  Ihey 
are  constantly  speaking  of  its  being  a.  temporary 
supply,  when  nobody  ever  dreams  of  spem  ling- 
money  there  for  only' temporary  supply.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  make  everything  permanent,  and  the 
proposition  of  Kirkwood  cc  Francis  is  for  a  per- 
manent !»'  pply.  Everything  you  put  there  is  per- 
manent; improvements  made  there  are  for  all 
time.  It  has  also  been  stated  that  you  will  get 
water  there  for  five  or  six  years,  when  it  is  known 
by  everybody  who  reads  the  reports  that 
it  is  for  eight  years.  Instead  of  puzzling 
our  brains  with  petty  details,  suppose  you 
take  some  broad  views.  Here  you  have  got  the 
Coehituate  basin,  which  has  lasted  us  until  now, 
when  we  are  informed  that  there  are  millions  of 
gallons  wasted  there  daily.  Then  you  have  the 
CoclrUiate  watershed  of  eighteen  square  miles  and 
the  Mystic  of  twenty-seven  and  three-fourths 
square  miles.  You  have  got  the  information  from 
Kirkwood  &  Francis  and  Mr.  Baldwin  that  vou  can 
store  all  this  water,  and  by  adding  the  two  to- 
gether you  have  an  ample  supply  and  have  lots 
running  to  waste  besides.  The  only  question  is 
whether  we  have  enough. 

Mr.  Denny— It  may  be  that  we  have  got  enough, 
but  it  occurs  to  me  that  Cochituate  and  Mystic 
are  two  different  sources.  One  was  fecuretl  to 
supply  Boston,  the  other  Charlestown.  It  is 
stated  that  there  is  a  large  waste  of  water  in  both. 
We  cannot  see  all  that  the  Mystic  has  to  spare,  as 
the  pipes  are  laid,  and  my  order  is  intended  to 
find  out  just  what  plan  the  Engineci  would  adopt 
in  laying  pipes,  and  increasing  the  pumping 
force.  We  have  enough  water  today,  but  wha„ 
we  want  is  an  adequate  supply-  when  the  dry  time 
comes,  how  we  can  combine  the  two  sources'wlueli 
are  now  under  a  different  system.  When  we  have 
a  report  on  that  point,  it  strikes  me,  we  shall  have 
just  what  we  wisli  to  get  at.  It  is  a  point  on  which 
I  would  like  to  be  informed,  and  I  have  never  got 
the  information  from  the  reports. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
I  said  last  week  we  should  have  a  report  upon  a 
temporary  supply,  which  question  I  said  had  been 
incidentally  answered  in  the  reports  of  Messrs. 
Kirkwood  &  Francis.  But  I  think  we  should 
have  a  separate  scheme  for  a  temporary  supply. 
I  think  the  committee  will  do  their  utmost  to 
make  a  full  and  comprehensive  report. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
If  there  is  water  enough  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  basins  to  supply  the  city  for  the  next  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years.  I  shall  vote  tor  such  a  meas- 
ure, but  1  certainly  shall  not  until  1  am  satisfied 
of  it. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  for  a  reason  entirely  different  from  any  which 
has  been  given  here  tonight.  1  think  the  sanitary 
question  has  not  entered  largely  enough  into  the 
discussion  of  this  question.  If  w'e  can  obtain  water 
enough  from  the  present  sources  for  the  uext 
five  years,  I  should  certainly  vote  to  do  so, 
and  in  the  meantime  get  more  information 
as  to  the  use  of  river  water  for  the  supply  of 
large  cities.  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
reading  an  article  m  regard'  to  the  use  of  river 
water  for  cities,  and  I  fi-m  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  danger  in  it.  We  all  know  that  river 
water  is  subject  to  drainage,  and  is  thereiiy  the 
cause  of  a  great  deal  of  disease,  which,  instead  of 
growing  less,  is  growing   more   and  more  liable  to 


ill  effects  from  that  source.  Now  we  are  told  that 
we  can  get  Sudbury  River  brought  into  Boston  for 
five  million  dollars  and  paying  mill  damages  be- 
sides, which  are  estimated  at  from  three  to  five 
million  dollars.  But  suppose  it  is  going  to  cost 
eight  millions  to  get  Sudbury  River  into  Boston, 
cannot  we  do  a  great  deal  better  than  that?  I  take 
it  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  and  Engi- 
neers that  we  can  get  pel  lectly  pure  water  into  Bos- 
tonforten  million  dollars  from  a  country  where  the 
water  is  filtered  through  sand  into  a  lake,  and 
where  they  can  give  us  forty  million  gallons  a  day 
in  a  dry  season.  If  that  is  so,  we  ought  to  hesi- 
tate before  we  go  into  such  a  scheme  as  the  ore 
proposed  by  the  Water  Board.  I  was  very  sorry 
that  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  corps  of 
physicians  was  lost  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
That  is  a  very  important  question  and  yve  ought  to 
give  it  more'atti  ntion  than  we  have.  I  certainly 
should  be  unwilling  to  vote  for  any  scheme 
until  we  have  exhausted  every  source  of  in- 
formation as  to  its  quality  for  drinking  purposes. 
In  Paris  the  river  water  is  deemed  injurious  to 
health  and  they  propose  to  have  separate  supplies, 
one  for  drinking  and  the  other  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  have  to  do  the 
same.  If  we  should  go  to  Middleborough  Pond 
we  should  get  a  supply  of  pure  water,  although  I 
am  not  sure  that  either  of  the  sources  spoken  of 
will  not  be  perfectly  pure.  I  hope  this  order  will 
pass  and  that  we  shall  let  this  question  of  a  larger 
.supply  wait  for  a  few  years. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— Does  the  gentleman  in- 
tend his  order  to  apply  to  storage  basins  or  waste 
water  ? 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— My  idea  was  to  utilize 
the  waste  water  from  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate, 
and  to  have  one  system. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  the  order 
was  amended  by  adding  "including  the  necessary 
storage  reservoirs"  and  by  Mr.  Minot  ot  Ward  17, 
by  adding  "both  with  and' without  reservoirs." 

The    order   as    amended    was    read    twice    and 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Train    of   Ward   13— Petition  of  Patrick 

Murphy,  for  compensation  for  grade  damage--. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  R.  H. 
Barron,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wootien  building  on 
Dorchester  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PUBLIC  URINALS. 

Mr.  Flatlev  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  re- 
quested to  report  what  action  has  been  taken  this 
year  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  establishment 
of  public  urinals,  and  whether  in  the  opinion  of 
said  committee  it  would  be  expedient  to  take 
further  action  upon  said  subject. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

MUSIC  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19,  the 
order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pro- 
vide music  on  the  Common  and  on  the  public 
squares  in  the  outlying  wards,  at  an  expense  not. 
exceeding  .S3500,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed— yeas   29,  nays  12;  and    Messrs.  Hunnewell 

of  Ward '19,  15 dm'an  of  Ward  14,  Dennyof  Ward 

9,  Warren  of  Ward  12  and  Sprague  of  Ward  4  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  [Scarce,  Brackett,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cro-ker,  Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day, 
Denny,  Flatlev,  (ioldthwait,  Hicks,  Hunnewell, 
Kent,' Minot,  Moley,  Tease,  fray,  Putnam,  Shaw, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridgo,  War- 
ren, Whiston— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Dacev,  Kimball, 
Leach,  Loring,  McCaitv,  Sweat,  Thacher,  Weston, 
Wilbur,  Woodward— 12. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  Engineer  be  requested 
to  report  the  cost  of  constructing  a  temporary 
bridge  for  foot  passengers  under  Broadway  Ex- 
tension Bridge  while  said  bridge  is  undergoing  re- 
pairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets, 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  1!)  moved  that  when  the 
Council  adjourn  it  lie  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock.  The  question  was  put, 
buta  quorum  did  not  vote,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    15,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding 


DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  six  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for 
the  June  term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Charles  P.  Johnson. 

Special  Police— Gardner  S.  Cheney,  Union  street 
and  its  vicinity;  Michael  K.  Sutherland,  Gray's 
wharf  and  its  'vicinity;  C.  M.  Blake,  J.  B.  Fiske, 
for  Isaac  Fenno  &  Co.,  Summer  street;  A.  G. 
Chase,  Pf all's  Hotel,  Park  square ;  James  H.  Crufl, 
Institute  Hall,  Dudley  street. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Newell  Butler. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  petition  of 
Robert  Bishop,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  on  Tudor  street  was  considered. 

Mr.  O'Neil  remonstrated.  He  considered  the 
affair  dangerous  to  life  and  property  ;  it  increased 
his  insurance  and  decreased  the  value  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  such  an  engine  there  would  make  it 
hard  for  him  to  get  tenants.  A  large  quantity  of 
combustible  material  is  kept  there. 

Mr.  Judd  agreed  with  Mr.  O'Neil  and  did  not 
think  the  petition  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  Dudlev  thought  it  would  be  too  dangerous 
among  dwelling  houses.  It  would  be  very  liable 
to  cau-e  fire. 

Mr.  Dailey  said  he  considered  the  building  dan- 
gerous and  bad  enough  now ;  by  putting  an  engine 
into  it  it  will  be  worse. 

Mr.  Bishop,  the  petitioner,  said  they  had  erected 
a  large  storehouse,  100  front  by  50  deep,  and  four 
stories  high.  They  propose  to  u-e  a  small  station- 
ry  engine  in  the  basement  for  hoisting  and  press- 
ing. It  was  to  their  interest  to  look  out  for 
danger  a  s  well  as  others.  It  is  forty  feet  from  any 
building  on  one  side,  seventy-five 'or  eightv  f  eet 
on  another,  and  250  feet  from  any  building-  on  the 
other  side.  He  owns  from  s;l(i.Mno'to  840,000  in  that 
vicinity,  and  has  tenements  near  there. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  D.  W.  Lewis 
&  Co..  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  stationary  en- 
gine on  Station  street  was  considered,  and  there 
being  no  objections  offered  it  was  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

The  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  down  a  second  track  on 
Fourth  street,  between  M  and  Q  streets,  came  up 
for  a  hearing  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  remonstrance 
of  Paul  West  and  others  against  the  granting  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  Benj.  Dean  appeared  for  the  company,  and 
stated  that  they  noyv  run  their  cars  a  short  dis- 
tance above  P  street,  and  wish  to  run  them  some- 
what further,  in  order  that  they  might  stand  be- 
low P  street;  or  they  are  ready  to  take  such 
other  location  below  P  street  as,  on  the  whole,  will 
best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  people  there. 
There  is  a  natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people 
there  that  the  horse  cars  should  not  stop  before 
their  houses;  but,  so  far  as  the  company  is  con- 
cerned, they  desire  to  accommodate  themselves  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  be  able  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  as  will  suit  both  the 
petitioners  and  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Paul  West  appeared  for  the  remonstrants. 
The  remonstrance  presented  is  signed  by  every 
resilient  on  Fourth  street,  below  the  proposed  ex- 
tension, that  is,  below  the  present  terminus,  and 
on  the  line  of  the  proposed  extension.  The  resi- 
dents, fourteen  in  number,  failed  to  see  the  neces- 
sity of  this  extension  asked  for,  and  so  they  put 
in  the  remonstrance.  But  since  this  hearing  was 
assigned  some  circumstances  have  occurred  which 
have  rather  decided  them  not  to  make  any  oppo- 
sition before  the  Board,  and  they  would  be  well 
enough  satisfied  to  let  the  whole  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  petition  and  the  remonstrance  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  next  hearing  was  on  the  petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 


down  a  single  or  a  double  track  on  Washington 
Street,  from  "Cornhill  to  Havniarket  square. 

Mr.  Jewell  appeared  for  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road and  hoped  the  petition  of  the  Middlesex- 
Railroad  for  the  same  thing  would  be  taken  up 
at  the  same  time,  as  they  both  desired  the  same 
tiling.  The  two  corporations  do  not  disagree , 
tliev  have  filed  plans  what  each  would  prefer  were 
the  other  not  there.  They  propose  to  ask  that  one 
track  be  given  to  each  corporation,  to  keep  in 
repair  and  use  as  they  may  arrange  among  them- 
selves. 

The  Chairman  read  the  petition  of  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  a 
single  or  double  track'  on  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Cornhill  and  Haymarket  square,  and  said 
both  petition-  would  be' considered  together. 

Mr.  Jewell  called  attention  to  the  plans  submit- 
ted, and  said  he  supposed:  he  Committee  on  Paving- 
would  select  from  them  all  just  what  they  thought 
best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  and  the   public. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company,  called  attention  to  a  hearing  a.  year  or 
more  ago  for  an  extension  cf  the  tracks  of  his  road 
on  the  extension  of  Washington.  .Many  of  the  abut- 
ters favored  it  then  and  do  now.  The  present 
route  through  Sudbury  street  is  on  a  steep  grade, 
and  extra  horses  have  to  be  kept  in  readiness 
which  will  be  obviated  by  running  through  the 
extension.  The  new  route  is  much  shorter  and  is 
on  an  easy  grade.  The  statement  of  3Ir.  Jewell 
is  correct  as  regards  the  proposed  arrangement 
for  each  of  the  companies  owning  a  trackrand  to 
which  he  was  willing  to  agree.  He  wanted  the 
ownership  defined,  and.  each  company  to  have  the 
right  to  use  the  tracks  of  the  other. 

The  petitions  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  stra  ts  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Lucius  L.  Coolidge,  for  abatement  of 
assessment  for  widening  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Mayor  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  leave  to  attach  a  floating  stage  to  the 
Boston  end  of  Craigie's  Bridge  to  furnish  a  ferry- 
boat landing  for  passengers  between  Carol  uhlge 
and  boston. 

To  the  Committee  mi  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  D.  Kendall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Monument  street, 
near  Eliot  street. 

Holt,  Stedman  &  Co. .for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  forty-five  horse?  on  East  Dedhain  street, 
corner  of  Thome  street. 

J.  B.  Crosby,  remonstrance  against  proposed 
erection  of  a  stable  by  B.  S.  Evans  on  Camden 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Justin  Downing, 
for  the  removal  of  Hinds  R.  Darling,  constable, 
alleging  that  said  Darling,  under  color  of  his  said 
office,  committed  a  gross  and  malicious  abuse  of 
legal  process,  and  to  the  disgrace  and  dishonor  of 
his  said  office. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  James  C. 
Tucker,  remonstrance  against  the  mode  of  con- 
struction of  a  vault  in  rear  of  110  Merrimac  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  Thomas  Hartnett,  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  from  sidewalk  at  corner  of 
Union  and  Lynde  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  P.  H. 
Rogers,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
corner  of  N  and  Third  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Jenny  McPike, 
to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an  al- 
leged defect  in  London  street. 

Catherine  Kisken,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries sustained  from  a  defect  in  Halleck  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Vctvers.  Samuel  Rice  et  al., 
that  the  sewer  in  Rochester  street  be  relaid. 

M.  T.  and  W.  Glynn  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Eighth 
street,  from  G  to  H  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Timothy  Lennon, 
for  grade  of  Tremont  street.  Ward  15. 

William  W.  Nichols  et  al..  that  Gold  street  from 
F  to  Dorchester  street  be  graded  and  paved. 

Cate  &  Nickerson  et  a?.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Heath,  Albert,  Bromley  and  other  streets. 

Charles  Rollins  et  at.,  that  Rollins  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

P.  J.  Cunningham, to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Newton  street. 

Heirs  of  Maria  Dunmore,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Washington  street.  Ward  16. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Washington 
street  from  Essex  street  to  Temple  place. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  assignment  for 
half -past  four  o'clock,  viz.,  report  and  order  to 
widen  Shawinut  avenue,  between  Dudley  and 
Guild  streets,  on  laud  of  T.  \.  Dunbar  et  at. — 9744 
feet— at  a  cost  of  820,903.75.    [City  Doc.  No.  37.] 

Alderman  Peters— Since  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  last  Monday  I  have  seen  Mr.  Guild  and 
have  also  got  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, as  laid  out.  and  it  appears  mat  I  was  mis- 
taken in  the  idea  that  the  rights  of  the  old  turn- 
pike had  not  been  surrendered  to  the  owners.  It 
was  laid  out  by  the  County  Commissioners.  As 
far  as  I  can  see.^  this  order  is' right. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  on  the 
part  of  this  Board,  with  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

CNFESTSHED  BUSLXESS. 

Order  to  extend  the  name  of  Washington  street 
over  Guild  row  and  Shawmut  avenue  in  Roxbury 
and  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "Roxbury  street"  to 
that  portion  of  Washington  street  between  Guild 
row  and  Pynchon  street.    Passed. 

Order  to"give  the  name  of  "  Guild  row"  to  that 
portion  of  Shawmut  avenue  between  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets. 

Orders  to  pave  the  following  streets : 

Columbus  avenue,  from  Tennyson  street  to 
Park  square,  with  small  granite  blocks,  816.000; 
Providence  street,  with  small  granite  blocks.  811.- 
000:  Causeway  street,  from  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  to  Commercial  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  822.000 :  Commercial  street,  from  Atlantic 
avenue  to  Charles  River  Bridge,  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks,  840,000:  Beverly  street,  from  Causeway 
street  to  Warren  Bridge,  with  small  granite 
blocks,  810.500:  Haymarket  square,  from  Union 
street  to  Haverhill  ami  Charlestown  streets,  with 
small  granite  blocks.  829.000:  North  street,  from 
Perrv  to  Blackstone  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks.  88500:  Lowell  street,  from  Causeway  to 
Brighton  street,  with  small  granite  blocks,  819,- 
000 :  Blackstone  street,  from  Clinton  street  to  Hay- 
market  square,  with  small  granite  blocks.  820.000: 
Brighton  street,  from  Leverett  to  Lowell  street, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  83000;  Chatham  row, 
with  small  granite  blocks,  S1200. 

Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  set  edgestones.lay  sidewalks  and  pave 
gutters  on  the  following  named  streets:  Benning- 
ton street,  from  Havre  to  Prescott  street :  Chelsea 
street,  from  Prescott  to  Saratoga  street :  Trenton 
street,  from  Brooks  to  Prescott  street :  Saratoga 
street,  from  Prescott  to  Chelsea  street,  and  on 
south  side  from  Chelsea  to  Bremen  street ;  Pres- 
cott street,  from  Trenton  to  Bennington  street ; 
Richmond  street,  Charlestown,  from  Canal  to 
Chapman  street;  Short  street.  Charlestown;  Canal 
street,  Charlestown,  north  side,  from  Richmond  to 
Cambridge  street:  Lexington  street,  between 
Putnam  and  Prescott  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  to  extend  the  name  of  Canal  street  over  a 
portion  of  Richmond  street,  Charlestown,  between, 
Austin  and  Canal  streets.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  alter  a  suitable  room  in  the 
old  Citv  Hall,  Charlestown,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  drawing  classes;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses.     Passed. 

PAPEBS  FP.OM  THE  COSI3IOX  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  R.  H.  Burnham,  referred  in  con- 
currence, and  petition  of  Patrick  Murphy  for 
compensation  for  grade  damages,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Paving. in  non-concurrence,  instead 
of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  report  whether 
the  combined  resources  of  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate  lakes  are  sufficient  for  a  reliable  supply 
of  water  at  all  times  for  this  city.  Passed,  by  a 
rising  vote — 11  for,  1  against. 

Order  for  construction  of  a  temporary  bridge 
tinder  the  Broadway  Bridge.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 

'  The  report  and  order  providing  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  city  and 
county,  and  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax. 
came  up  from  the  'Common  Council,  amended  so 
as  to  fix  the  interest,  after  first  day  of  January 
next,  at  nine  per  cent,  instead  of  twelve  per  cent. 
The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council  and  have  yet  failed  to 
see  intelligent  argument  enough  to  change  my 
mv  mind.  "If  the  argument  used  is  good  for  any- 
thing the  effect  would  be  equally  a-  good  in  favor 
of  placing  the  rate  at  six  per  cent,  after  the  first 


cent,  will  relieve  them  more  than  nine,  theref 
on  that  same  account  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
not  vote  for  six  as  well  as  nine.  We  must  have 
some  time  to  collect  taxes.  We  must  have  money 
and  cannot  run  the  City  Government  without  it 
Twelve  per  cent,  worked  very  well  last  year,  and 
1  do  not  see  any  reason  why  we  should  i.ot  keep 
it  up.  Those  men  who  carry  on  business  seem 
to  think  it  is  a  hardship,  it  is  a  hardship 
to  pay  taxes,  any  way.  Business  men  need  the 
monev,  but  it  is  a  greater  hardship  to  undertake 
to  run  the  City  Government  without  money.  But 
if  they  do  business  in  our  city,  if  they  want  their 
customers   to   pay  up    promptly,  they    should    be 


and  nays. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  hope  this  Board  will  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  nine  per  cent,  is  a  sufficiently  high  rate  for 
the  city  to  charge  to  induce  all  parties  who  can 
afford  to  pay  their  taxes  by  that  time  to  do  so.  I 
believe  that  at  that  rate  all  those  who  can  pay 
would  not  delay.  There  are  those,  perhaps,  who 
may  not  have  the  funds  to  do  it  with  and  who  will 
be  obliged  to  let  them  remain  for  a  short  time, 
and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  nine  per  cent, 
is  as  much  as  we  should  ehai  ge  them  for  interest 
upon  the  money.  I  believe  we  should  concur  with 
the  Common  Council. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  with  the  Common 
Council— yeas  5,  nays  7,  as  follows  : 

Teas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery.  Peters,  Power, 
Stebi  iins— 5. 

Nays— Alderman  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Prescott.  Worthington— 7. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  report  prog- 
ress upon  the  establishment  of  public  urinals  m 
this  ci'.y.   Passed. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
provide  free  open-air  concerts  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  citv,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  83500. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
money  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  sufferers  by 
the  inundation  in  Louisiana, 

Alderman  Peters— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  is  not  germane  to  the  subject. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  of  Alderman  Power 
is  not  in  order. 

Alderman  Power— I  offered  it  as  an  amendment 
to  the  order. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  is  not  germane  to 
the  subject  before  the  Board,  and  therefore,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  it  is  not  in  order. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  order  that  the  Board 
mav  nave  more  time  to  consider  this  matter,  I 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 5  for,  6 
against. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  voted  to  lay  the  order  upon 
the  table,  for  I  think  this  Board  ought  to  obtain 
intelligence  upon  the  subject  whether  we  can 
spend  money  legally  for  this  purpose.  I  suppose 
we  ought  to'consult  the  City  Solicitor,  and  if  we 
let  it  lie  over  for  a  few  weeks  we  could  ascertain 
whether  it  would  be  a  legal  expenditure.  If  it  is 
illegal,  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  this  Board 
would  desire  to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 

The  Chairman— The  order  will  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  trust  this  Board  will  under- 
stand this  question.    We  attempted  to  supply  soup 


"»\ 


the  poor  than  it  is  to  lurnisn  music  on  tne  puDlic 
grounds.  I  trust  we  shall  not  appropriate  money 
for  this  purpose.  If  we  are  to  appropriate  money, 
let  us  do  it  tor  1  etter  purposes. 

Alderman  Petei-s— Has  the   Alderman    ever  ob- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  upon  this 


the  City  Solicitor  was   obtained    upon   the  soup 
question  last  winter. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  take  it  that  this  question 
has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  furnishing  of 
soup,  and  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  on  that 
question  would  have  no  bearing  upon  this.  That 
opinion,  if  I  remember  correctly,  was  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  soup  was  furnished  for  a  particu- 
lar class,  and  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived  was 
not  general.    This  order  is  precisely  the  same  as 
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the  one  passed  last  ye 
It  provide-  for  no  particular  class,  and  therefore 
clearly  comes  within  the  provision  of  the  general 
statute  which  applies  to  all  such  cases.  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  this  mane: .  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass.  It  is  one  of  those  which 
ought  to  pass.  It  provides  amusement  for  people 
who  cannot  retire  to  their  mountain  homes  in  Xew 
Hampshire,  and  pass  their  time  very  pleasantly 
among  the  granite  hills :  it  provide-  entertainment 
for  those  who  are  not  able  to  leave  the  city  during 
the  summer  months. 

Aldermau  Cutter— I  should  think  that  The  rea- 
son given  by  the  City  Solicitor  was  as  good  in  one 
case'  as  in  the  other.  The  soup  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  in  needy  circumstances,  and  I  certain- 
ly would  be  more  willing  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  poor  than  I  would  for  the  general  commu- 
nity. 

Alderman  Hall — This  order  comes  from  the  oth- 
er branch  to  appropriate  money  to  entertain  a  cer- 
tain class  of  people,  and  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
B  speaks  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it.  I 
should  like  to  know  who  those  people  are  who  de- 
rive benefit  from  it.  I  cannot  see  that  any  one  is, 
but  I  certainly  do  see  that  those  who  receive  soup 
are  benefited'.  A  large  number  of  persons  may 
be  pleased,  rather  than  benefited.  It  is  taking 
83500  from  the  city  treasury  merely  to  please 
people,  and  I  cannot  see  how*  any  man  can  vote 
squarely  for  this  order. 

Alderman  1  eters — If  this  were  a  question  of 
music  alone.  I  think  I  should  vote  for  it :  but  there 
has  been  so  much  noise  at  open-air  concerts  that 
they  have  proved  a  failure,  and  for  that  reason  I 
shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Power — I  shall  oppose  this  order  for 
the  same  reason  that  I  did  last  year.  I  cannot 
conceive  how  thi-  can  be  a  legal  expenditure  if  it 
is  ilk-alt.,  ippmi-ria:.-  u..  .m-y  t,.i  -..•:.  .  Iris  al- 
leged that  'he  -imp  i-  for  a  special  class;  but  at 
the  same  time  the  "soup  was  free  .o  all.  This  is  for 
a  particular  class,  and  it  h  i-  always  been  an  argu- 
ment that  it  wa-  for  a  .lass  of  i'oor  people  who 
could  not  afford  to  spend  money  to  go  to  concerts. 
I  say  it  is  not  those  people  who' attend  these  con- 
cert?. They  a  e  attended  by  rude  persons  aud  the 
moral  results  from  them  are  not  good,  as  any  one 
can  see  who  goes  and  sees  the"  rud  conduct  of 
those  who  attend  them.  It  mu-t  1  e  clearly  illegal 
to  spend  money  in  this  way.  At  any  rate,  this 
Board  shonl  i  not  pass  this  order  until"  it  i-  ascer- 
tained whether  we  have  the  right  to  S|  end  money 
for  this  purpose. 

Alderma..  Brooks— I  am  pretty  well  ;ati-iied 
that  if  that  had  not  been  a  proper  order  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  G  woul  1  ha\  -  found  if  out  and 
we  should  jave  had  the  City  Solicitors  opinion. 
I  think  there  is  no  money  expended  from  which 
the  peode  derive  so  much  benefit  a-  tl.t-  SS500  for 
open-air  concerts.  This  money  i-  divided  among 
all  sections  of  the  eit\  .  and  they  obtain  the  best 
musical  talent  there  is  in  the  city.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass,  because  I  believe  it  affords  a  proper 
entertainment  for  the  people.  If  we  have  a  right 
to  spend  money  for  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  think  we 
have  the  right  "to  spend  it  here,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  objections  to  the  order  in  the  least. 

Alderman  Power— When  this  question  first 
came  up  I  offered  an  amendment  which  I  sup- 
posed was  a  proper  one,  but  the  Chair  did  not  see 
fit  to  entertain  it.  I  sav  again,  on  this  musical 
question,  that  if  the  city  "of  Boston  has  S3JW  to 
give  away,  there  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  but 
would  honor  as  for  appropriating  it  for  the  pur-7 
pose  I  uamed,  instead  of  spending  it  for  this 
object:  not  a  taxpayer  in  this  city  would  object, 
and  even  the  poor  people,  for  whom  it  is  alleged 
this  money  is  to  be  appropriated,  would  cheer- 
fully forego  any  i  lea-lite  they  may  expect  to  get 
out  of  it.  If  the  city  of  Boston  caii  afford  to  give 
away  its  money  for"  any  such  purpose,  it  is  cer- 
tainly better  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  I 
named. 

The  order  was  rejected,  in  non-concurrence— 
veas  5.  navs  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Harris, 
Stehlvus— 5. 

Xays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emerv,  Hall.  Peters, 
Power.  Pi  escott,  Wcrthington— -7. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  U-:  vote,  by  Alder- 
man Cutter,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  "was  lost. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM   CITY   OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  A  request  was  received 
from  the  School  Committee,  tor  a  joint  conven- 
tion on  Tuesday  evening.  June  23,  for  the  purpo-e 
of  tilling  vacancies  in -aid  committee  caused  l-v 
the  death  of  George  Fabyan  of  Ward  4,  and  the 


resignation  of  William   Bead    of  Ward   10.     The 
Board  concurred. 

Board  of  Strut  Commissioners.  A  communica- 
tion was  received  from  this  board  transmitting  a 
resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Beach  street 
on  the  southerly  side  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Washington  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
§184,000,  and" the  damages  to  the  estates  taken  are 
given  in  the  schedule  annexed: 


■193.113  sill  no  laqumx: 


II  1  Issl 


■tt-y,'-.i  y.u-1  jo  p it; "a 


Also,  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  taking  of  the 
?state  of  the  Beach-street  Presbyterian  ""Church. 
surrendered  to  the  city-,  for  said  'widening,  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  S115.000. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

NOTICE   OF  CLOSING  OF  A   PRIVATE  STREET. 

Pursuant  to  law,  nonce  was  received  from  War- 
ren Fisher  of  the  closing  of  Fisher  avenue  against 
public  travel,  said  street  being  a  private  way, 
owned  by  Fisher.    Placed  on  file. 

REPORT  OF  COOHTTCATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Cutter  presented  the  annual  report  of 
the  Coehituate  Water  Board  ^City  Document  Xo. 
551.  and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Coehituat.  w  ,-,  r  l  oard,  in  compliance 
with  tbe  provi-i..n-  of  tin-  .i;v  ordinance,  re-peer- 
fully  submit-  it-  annual  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing 'April  30. 1S74,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
clerk  of  the  board,  rite  City  Engineer,  the  Water 
Kegi-trar  and  the  superintendents  of  the  eastern 
and  western  divisions  of  the  water  works.  The 
detailed  statements  made  by  each  of  these  officers 
give  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  works.  With  the 
exception  of  the  conduit,  the  board  has  the  pleas- 
ure of  reporting  that  the  condition  of  the  works, 
in  all  departments,  is  entirely  sati-factorv.  Ke- 
cent  examinations,  however,  -inns  conclusively 
that  no  valuable  time  ought  to  be  wasted  in  pro- 
viding means  for   a   permanent  and  ample  water 
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whole  work  prepared,  and  a  contract  was  let  for 
excavating  the  long  tunnel  through  the  Chestnut 
Hill  ridge,  which  work  is  now  progressing  favora- 
bly. Iu  Octooer  last,  when  it  became  necessary 
to'take  certain  lands  in  the  valley  of  the  Sudbur'y 
River  for  storage  lupins,  it  \\a-  found  by  the  City 
Solicitor  that  the  authority  to  seize  these  lands 
hail  been  inadvertently  omitted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil when  the  appropriation  was  made.  The  Water 
Board  then  applied  for  the  requisite  authority, 
but  up  to  this  time  no  authority  has  been  given. 
The  causes  which  have  led  to  this  delay  may  be 
brieriv  stated. 

The  moderate  rainfall  of  1S71  and  1872  necessi- 
tated the  use  cf  ]  ramps  at  the  lake  to  supply  the 
city,  and  public  attention  was  at  once  directed  to 
the  best  means  for  preventing  any  such  threat- 
ened water  famine  in  the  future.  '  The  universal 
demand  from  the  press,  the  people  and  the  Ci„y 
Government  was  for 
ply,  a  supply  lame  enough  to  meet  every  ■ 
emergency,  for  the  next  fifty  years'  at  least. 
There  was  nothing  said  in  Ealvor  ol  piecing  out  the 
present  supply  by  procuring  a  few  million  of  gal- 
lons from  el-e\\  here,  on  the  score  of  economy,  and 
this  board  has  never  been  asked  or  ordered  to 
report  upon  a  partial  supply  to  reenforce  the 
present  system.  Acting  under  the  stimulus,  as 
the  board'  still  thinks,  bf  a  wise  public  opinion, 
the  City  Council  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
new  source  of  supply,  and  the  Sudbury  River  was 
granted.  As  soon  as  the  act  was  signed,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Government,  the  board  pro- 
ceeded to  turn  the  water  from  the  river  into  Lake 
Cochituate,  thus  relieving  the  immediate  necessi- 
ties of  the  city.  Wlrile  the  surveys  and  plans 
for  a  permanent  supply  fiom  the  Sudbury  were 
being  perfected,  the  great  conflagration  _. .  J 
November,  1872,  occurred,  and  in  May,  1S73, 
the  city  suffered  from  another  disastrous  fire. 
The  great  losses  from  these  fires  caused 
no  change  in  the  policy  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  Sudlmiy  Rivci  'scheme  of  permanent 
worts  was  adopted  with  greal  unanimity.  With- 
in a  few  month-,  huwevei .  the  ipio-tion  of  the  an- 
nexation of  Charlestowrj  began  to  be  discussed, 
and  it  was  favored  upon  the  ground,  mainly,  that 
the  large  water  supply  of  the  Mystic  River  could 
be  utilized  tor  the  needs  of  Boston.  The  large 
losses  ljv  the  two  great  fires,  the  dreai  of  heavy 
taxation,  and  the 'financial  panic  of  September, 
1873,  produced  finally  the  natural  react  ion  in  favor 
of  great  economy  in  public  ex 
large  saving  coul'd  be  made  b 
Mvstic  works,  it  was  certainly  The  du  y  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  an- 
nexation of  Charlestown  was  consummated,  and 
the  Mystic  water  supply  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  city. 

The  application  of  the  Water  Board  to  the  City 
Council  for  the  authority  to  take  land  and  water 
rights  in  the  Sudbury,  in  October,  1873,  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  where  it  still  remains :  and  au  in- 
vestigation was  ordered  and  made  uf  the  capabili- 
ty of  the  Mystic  ba-in.  to    lie  et    :  lie  need-  of  this 

city.    Theresultsol     hi-    nves    gat t  proving 

as  satisfactory  a-  was  hoped,  ■  >;  in  i  -nun  e-  id  sup- 
ply have  since  been  examined,  including  the 
Shawsheen,  the  Concord,  the  Merrimack  and  the 

Charles    rivers,    with     m iuiti      n-nli-    as  yet. 

These  examinations  and  consequent  protracted 
discussions  h;lVc  practical^  mi'i-m  a  \  move- 
ment for  relief  for  at?    Lve .:;.im    i.     h    needs 

and  the  population  "f  the  ci,\  are  rapidly  increas- 
ing; and  the  preca  ious  con  I  tion  of  the  conduit 
renders  it  a  matter  of  some  doubt  whether  even 
the  present  supplj  can  be 
interruption  for  any  giv 
with  this  subject  the  boan  desires  to  call  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  remark-  ot  the  city  Engineer 
upon  the  facts  developed  by  recent  examinations 
of  the  conduit. 

During  1S73  the  supply  of  water  at  the  lake  was 
ample,  the  average  height  above  the  button  of  the 
commit  having  been  II)  DO-  lot)  feet.  This  year  up 
to  the  present  date,  May  2(),  the  supply  is  large, 

now  standing   at   high-water  nun k.    Tne   an t 

wasted  over  the  dam  in  187.';  was  •_'.til7.:i77.i gal- 
lons, or  about  thirty-two  per  cent,  of  the  rainfall 
received  into  the  hike.  Had  the  conduit  been 
originally  constructed  neb  the   requisite  capacity 
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t  was  not  designed  to 
,  but  was  calculated  to 
bring  to  the  city  only  some  seven  or  eight  million 
gallons  per  day— that  amount  being  supposed  to 


be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  city  for  the  next 
fifty  years.  The  conduit,  however,  now  at  the  end 
of  only  twenty--even  year-,  is  at  times  required  to 
bring  nearly  three  times  that  amount  daily,  and 
still  the  supply  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  im- 
mediate and  pressing  needs  of  the  citizens.  The 
same  error  in  judgment  was  made  with  regard  to 
the  capacity  of  the  Brookliue  Reservoir,  it  was 
seriously  argued,  by  some  in  authority,  that  ten 
acres  were  sufficient  fot  storage  purposes;  but, 
finally,  twenty-two  acres  were  taken,  and  since 
then  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  acres  lias  been  added  to  the 
storage  capacity,  making,  it  will  be  confessed  by 
our  careful  citizens,  not  too  large  a  provision  for 
the  safety  of  the  city,  in  case  of  large  conflagra- 
tions, or  a  serious  break  in  the  conduit. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  above  facts,  with  the 
design  of  showing  the  importance  of  taking  the 
proper  Steps  for  sccui-in;/  u u  mlujimti  siijijili/for 
the  future,  whenever  the  City  Council  determines 
to  proceed  to  the  construction  of  the  new  works. 
New  uses  are  being  constantly  found  for  water 
for  business  purpose: .  the  demand  for  which  the 
board  is  compelled  either  to  refuse,  or  to  grant 
with  extreme  reluctance,  since  the  report  upon 
tin-  condition  o|  ;  In   conduit  ha-  been  made,  limir- 
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Add  cost  of  works  to  May,  1P73 9,860,956.24 

Showing  a  net  cost  to  May  1. 1874 510,142,273.93 

A  more  strict  classification  of  the  expenditures 

of  the  pas;  \  ear,  as  adopted  by  the  City  Auditor, 
discriminating  lnco-e  carefully  between  "current 
expenses"  and  ••construction  or  extension  ex- 
penses." shows  the  following  result: 

Aggregate   expenditures SI ,270.584.55 

Current   expenses $364,ljij2.74 

Interest  aim  pr-mium  on  debt.. .   4h7,01i>.79 
Construction  expenses 408,905.02 


Income  as  per  City  Treasurer's  credits. 

Current  expenses S3ij4,6t>: 

Interest  and  nremium  en  debt....   4(17,01 


..'.-4.0.-, 
..:u".si, 


§861,679.53 
Balance  of  net  earnings §127,587.33 

It  will  he  seen,  from  this  statement,  that  the 
water  works  have,  for  the  first  time,  fairly  earned 
a  profit  upon  the  entire  cost  of  construction.  Ex- 
tensions of  main  pipe  are  now  only  made  when 
the  yearly  income  is  estimated  to  pay  six  per 
cent,  upon  the  cost:  and  if  this  safe  rule  is  en- 
forced hereafter,  our  citizens  may  rest  assured 
that  the  present  system  of  works  will  not  only  be 
self-sustaining,  but  a  source  of  yearly  increasing 
and  handsome  profit  to  the  city  treasury. 

The  eastern  division  is  in  charge  of'  Mr.  E.  R. 
Jones,  and  embraces  all  that  portion  of  the  works 
King  east  of  the  Brookline  Reservoir.  During  the 
pasfyear  -onie  ;\\eir\-four  and  one-half  miles  of 
nipe  have  been  laid,  of  which  31  feet  were  Jo-inch, 
9229  fee;  wore  iO-inch.  49.:>>4  were  12-inch.  450  feet 
were  9-in  h,  20,323  were  8-inch,  17,210  were  6-inch, 
and  2617  feet  were  4-inch:  anu  350  stopcocks  have 
been  put  in  during  the  same  time.  The 
total  length  of  pipe  laid  from  the  commence- 
ment of"  the  works  up  to  May  1,  1874, 
amounts  to  262  miles,  1056  feet;*  the  total 
number  of  stopcocks  is  2,67,  and  the  total 
number  of  hydrants  i-  2982,  put  in  up  to  the  same 
date.  During  the  pa-t  year  a  new  blacksmith 
shop  has  been  built,  an  '  the  machine  shoD  has 
been  furnished  with  some  much-needed  new  "tools 
and  machinery,  adding  very  much  to  the  effective- 
ness and  economy  of  the  work.  Many  articles 
hitherto  largely  consumed  or  used  in  this  depart- 
ment are  now  manufactured  at  a  very  consider- 
able sa  ;:n_  oveT  the  pine-  charged  by  manufac- 
turers. A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  on 
this    <:     i  ioa    durii  g   the  pa-t  year,  under  some- 


Tl.e  rhive  re-,-,  voir-,  the  Ea-t  Boston,  the  South 
Boston  and  Beacon  Hill,  remain  about  in  the  same 
conditii  n  is  they  were  reported  a  year  since;  thev 
bave  been  keit  lartially  filled,  but  are  still  dis- 
connected wuh  the  pipe  sv-um.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Parkei  Hill  Reservoir  and  the  con- 
nection of  the  high-service  pipe  across  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  the  twenty-inch  main  from  Dor- 
chester to  South  Boston,  which  is  nowused  to  suo- 
ply  the  high  service,  will  be  turned  upon  the  low 
service  there,  thus  giving  two  very  effective  low 
service  line-,  ami  one  high-service  line,  ree'nforeed 
by  the  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  for  that  locality. 
Under  the-e  circumsrances,  it  becomes  a  question 
whether  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  continued 
maintenance  of  the  South  Boston  Reservoir,  espe- 
cially as  it  i-  in  a  leakv  condition,  and  requiring  ex- 
tensive repair*  to  make  i  fully  effective.  '1  he  Bea- 
con Hill  Reservoir,  which,  when  filled  to  its  maxi- 
mum capacity,  holds  less  than  a  sixth  of  a  day's 
ordinary  supply  for  the  city.  will,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  become  practi- 
cally useless.  The  land  is  quite  valuable  for  the 
erection  of  dwelling  houses  or  other  purposes,  and 
if  sold  the  proceeds  mightlie  judiciously  applied, 
either  to  a  reduction  of  the  pre-en:  water  debt,  or 
for  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir to  the  city.  The  East  Boston  Reservoir  is  in 
good  condition,  having  undergone  thorough  re- 
pair within  a  few  years.  East  Boston  has  but 
a  -ingle  line  of  supply,  and  should  any  accident 
happen  to  that,  it  would  prove  a  serious  disaster, 
unless,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  the  reservoir 
should  be  retained,  kept  full,  and  the  water,  some 
5.6(10.000  gallons,  held  in  reserve  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. 

The  Parker  Hill  Re-ervoir.  which  was  put  under 
contract  in  July  last,  i-  designed  to  reinforce  the 
high-service  system  of  Beacon  Hill.  South  Bo-ton, 
and  the  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  districts.  Its 
capacity,  when  full,  will  be  some  seven  million 


gallons,  or  nearly  seven  times  as  great  as  the  aver- 
age amount  now" pumped  daily  through  the  stand- 
pipe;  and,  in  case  of  a  large  conflagration  in  the 
high-service  districts,  or  accident  to  the  pumping 
works,  it  must  be  of  great  y.alue  to  meet  such  an 
emergency.  It  is  hoped  that  the  reservoir  will  be 
finished,  filled  and  fully  connected  with  the  high- 
service  system  during  the  present  season.  During 
the  past  yeai  a  large  number  of  siamipipes.  from 
three  to  six  inches  in  diameter,  connected  direct- 
ly with  the  street  mains,  have  been  put.  into  man- 
ufactories, warehouses,  hotels  and  other  large  and 
high  buildings.  These  pipes  are  u.-ed  tor  lire  pur- 
poses only,  "being  independent  of  the  ordinary 
supply.  As  most  of  these  high  and  costly  stiuc- 
tures' are  located  in  the  low-service  district,  the 
water  will  only  rise  to  a  height  governed  by  the 
street  pressure;  and  these  pipes,  though  quite 
effective  against  a  fire  in  the  building,  are  not  of 
much  value  against  a  fire  in  the  upper  portion  of 
very  high  adjoining  buildings,  except  when  steam 
power  with  a  proper  pump  is  connected  with 
them;  they  then  become  a  very  efficient  protec- 
tion. As  the  use  of  these  standpipes  is  becoming 
almost  universal,  it  may  be  thought  judicious, 
upon  the  completion  of  the  Parker  Hil'  Reservoir, 
to  extend  a  high-service  pipe  through  <uch  streets 
as  need  this  extra  protection,  and  have  all  these 
standpipes  connected  with  it.  The  expense,  fairly 
divided  among  the  insurance  companies,  real- 
estate  owners  and  others  directly  interested, 
would  not  be  large,  while  the  protection  from  fire 
would  be  very  great. 

Mr.  Albert  Stanwood,  the  efficient  and  faithful 
Superintendent  of  the  we- tern  division,  resigned 
that  office  in  July  last,  and  Mr.  Desmond  Fitz- 
gerald was  elected  in  his  place.  Mr.  Stanwood, 
however,  is  still  retained  in  the  seiviee  of  the 
city-  in  an  important  and  responsible  position  on 
the  proposed  new  supply.  The  western  division 
embi  aces  the  lake  and*  all  that  portion  of  the 
works  iving  between  the  lake  and  the  gate  house 
of  the  Brookline  Reservoir.  Everything  is  in" 
good  condition  at  the  lake,  except  that  the  dwell- 
ing house  occupied  bv  the  attendant  is  very  old 
and  very  much  out  of  repair ;  it  is  likewise  very 
ill-designed  and  inconvenient  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  needed.  When  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  number  of  mechanics  at  the  lake 
for'constructi'on  or  repairs,  a  great  deal  of  valua- 
ble time  is  wasted  by  the  men  "being  compelled  to 
go  several  miles  away  to  their  boarding  houses. 
It  would  be  substantial  economy  to  build  an  ap- 
propriate and  convenient  house,  where  thes •;  occa- 
sional employes  can  be  fed  and  lodged.  The 
fences  around  the  city  prop-Try  requite  some  con- 
siderable repairs,  which  will  be  attended  to  during 
the  present  sea-on. 

Chestnut  Hill  and  Brookline  reservoirs  remain 
in  their  usual  satisfactory  condition.  The  levels 
of  both  reservoirs  are  some  two  feet  below  high- 
water  mark,  although  the  conduit  has  been 
operated  at  considerable  pressure  during  the 
moderate  spring  weather,  in  the  endeavor  to  fill 
them  to  meet  the  usual  large  consumption  of  the 
hot  summer  months.  The  difficulty  of  keeping  a 
full  supp'y  in  the  reservoirs  during  the  future  will 
be  largely  increased  by  the  additional  pressure 
give n  in  the  street  mains,  caused  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  larger  pipes  in  many  streets,  and,  there- 
fore, a  more  free  circulation  'of  water  throughout 
the  entire  low-service  districts.  The  more  care 
exercised  by  consumers,  to  prevent  this  and  all 
other  extra  waste,  the  more  valuable  will  the  sys- 
tem become  as  a  protection  from  fire.  The  most 
rigorous  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
waste,  tint  ill  a  large  a  ditional  supply  is  brought 
to  the  city. 

The  number  of  water  takers  for  the  year  is  42,- 
345,  an  increase  of  1657  over  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  cases  in  which  the  water  has  "been 
turned  off  for  non-payment  of  rates  during  the 
year  1873,  is  1098 ;  of  this  number,  918  have  been 
again  turned  on  upon  payment  of  dues,  and  a 
balance  of  180  still  remains  off.  The  number  of 
meters  in  use  is  977.  The  report  of  the  Registrar 
contains  a  classification  of  the  buildings  in  which 
water  is  measured  for  consumption,  with  the  usu- 
al details  of  business  in  that  department.  In 
the  appendix  to  the  Water  Registrar's  Re- 
port will  be  found  some  account  of  the  re- 
sults of  a  rigorous  system  of  inspection  in  a 
foreign  city,  upon  the  consumption  of  water  per 
capita  of  population.  These  dc.ails  are  interest- 
ing and  important  for  consideration  at  a  moment 
like  the  present,  when  the  population  of  this  city 
is  increasing,  and  the  water  supply— caused  by 
fear  of  accident  to   the  overburdened  conduit— is 


356 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


decreasing.  The  number  of  Hie  various  kinds  of 
water  fixtures  on  the  premises  of  water  takers, 
Jan.  1,  1874,  was  170.'_'81.  showing  an  increase  of 
10,027  during  the  year 

uora  A.  Haven,  President. 

Edward  A.  White. 

Thomas  Gogin. 

Charles  R.  McLean. 

Leonard  R.  Cutter. 

William  G.  Thacher. 

Edward  P.  Wilbur. 
Report  of  City  Engineer.    From  the  report  of 
the  City  Engineer  the  accompanying  extracts  are 
taken : 

No  water  has  been  drawn  from  the  Sudbury 
River  or  Farm  Pond  during  the  past  year,  the 
supply  from  the  lake  alone  having  proved  suf- 
ficient for  all  purposes.  In  fact,  as  matters  now 
are.  no  relief  can  be  had  from  the  river,  even  in 
case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  Cochituate  supply.  The 
monthly  a vei age  heights  of  the  water  surface  of 
the  lake,  above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit,  will 
he  found  in  the  table  on  page  38.  On  Jan.  1, 
1873,  the  water  in  Lake  Cochituate  stood  at  12  feet 
1  inch  above  the  bottom  of  the  conduit.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  previous  year  there  w  as  no  water 
in  store,  the  conduit  being 'then  supplied  by  pump- 
ing from  a  level  below  its  How  line.  To  maintain 
the  supply,  about  1.070.1  uo.ooo  gallons  were  turned 
into  the  Take  from  Sudbury  River;  this,  com- 
bined with  the  copious  rains  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  brought  the  water  level  within  about 
15  inches  of  high-water  mark  at  the  beginning 
of  1873.  From  this  date  it  rose  gradually  till 
Jan.  17,  when  waste  over  the  dam  commenced, 
and  continued  till  April  23,  the  water  then  stand- 
ing at  12  feet  11%  inches.  On  May  4  the  stop 
planks  were  again  removed,  and  the  water  allow- 
ed to  waste  till  May  20.  From  this  time  ti1!  Aug. 
14  it  gradually  fell,  and  at  the  latter  date  stood  at 
8  feet  7  inches;  on  Aug.  27  it  stood  at  8  feet  9% 
inches;  Oct.  4,  0  feet  8%  inches;  Oct.  10,  7  feet  6 
inches;  Oct.  19,  7  feet  3  inches;  and  on  Dec.  31,  9 
feet  9  inches.  To  secure  a  flow  that  will  supply 
the  city  with  the  rate  of  eon.-umption  of  the  past 
year,  there  are  required  from  0  to  7%  feet  of  water 
above  the  conduit;  and,  as  in  September  there 
were  less  than  7  feet,  fears  were  entertained  that 
a  resort  to  pumping  would  again  be  required,  but 
fortunately  he;u  v  rains  furnished  the  needed  relief. 
The  total  wa-re  over  the  dam  for  the  year  has  been 
2.917,977.i|on  ualinn- .  equal  to  an  average  daily  «  up- 
ply  of  7.'.".d.  I'"  gallons.  Had  there  been  lio  aid 
from  the  Sn  ll'iiiy  River  the  previous  year,  the 
waste  in  is;:;  would  have  been  equal  to  an  aver- 
age daily  supply  of  about  3,401), odd  gallons.  This 
waste  is  due  to  the  want  of  storage  room.  The 
lake  is  now  (May  1)  full,  and  wasting  hugely.  The 
town  of  Natiek'has  obtained  an  act  c,o  take  water 
for  a  domestic  supply  from  Dug  Pond,  and  has 
recently  decided  to  build  works  for  elevating  and 
distributing  it.  This  will  tend  to  diminish,  some- 
what, the  supply  for  Bo-ton,  though  a  portion  of 
the  water  will  be  received  again  by  the  lake  in  the 
form  of  sewerage  water;  bin  ,-honld  a  system  of 
sewerage  be  carried  out  by  the  town,  it  maybe- 
come  necessary  to  divert  even  this  portion,  that 
the  purity  of  the  hike  may  be  maintained. 

On  Nov.  19  and  20  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  interior  of  the  conduil  wa-  made  by  Mr.  Wig- 
gin,  Clerk  of  the  Water  Board,  and  others,  who 
passed  through  its  entire  length  from  the  lake  to 
Cheslnii'  Hill  lle-orvoir.  A  number  of  new  and 
(hingej'on-  i  i  ,  I  were  discovered;  those  on  the 
embankment  !o  'lie  west  of  Charles  River  were  of 
such  alarming  character  that  it  was  considered 
imperative  they  should  be  repaired  at  once;  ac- 
cordingly, the 'water  was  kept  shut  off,  and  a 
force  of  masons  put  at  work  night  and  nay  until 
temporary  security  was  insured.  At  this  point 
there  was  found  a  crack  in  the  bottom,  varying  in 
width  from  one-half  to  1%  inch,  and  two  hundred 
feet  long,  through  which  an  iron  rod  readily 
passed  and  penetrated  the  gravel  tilling  below. 
The  leakage  here  must  have  been  considerable, 
but  it  did  not  make  its  appearance  at  the  surface 
of  the  bank,  owing  to  the  very  poious  nature  of 
the  material  forming  it.  The  repairs  made  in  no 
way  add  to  the  strength  of  the  conduit;  the  best 
tha't    could    be    done    was    to    stop    the  leakage, 

and  thus  remove  for  a  while  the  dangc  r  ol    ler- 

mining  the  masonry.  A  new  examination  has 
been  made  this  spring  (April  11), u  hub  -how-  Hi  at 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  conduit  continue  to 
take  place.  The  crack  on  the  embankment  to  the 
west  of  Charles  River,  mentioned  above,  lias  again 
opened  nearly  its  whole  length  to  awidth  of  from 


and    it    is    reasonable     to     suppose     that    the 
masonry    is     slowly    undermined 


%  to  %  inch.  The  water  ill  the  conduit  was  drawn 
down  to  a  less  depth  than  for  the  examinations  of 
the  past  two  or  three  years:  and  the  upper  reach 
near  the  lake  was  more  carefully  examined.  A 
number  of  large  springs  were  found  coming  up 
through  the  masonry  of  the  bottom,  and  in  a  num- 
ber of  places  the  cement  was  entirely  washed 
from  the  joints,  and  the  bricks  were  loose. 
These  springs  bring  in  large   quantities   of  sand; 


and  allowed 
settle  and  break  up.  The  bottom,  judging 
from  the  depth  of  wate  at  different  points,"  is  quite 
uneven,  and  the  unevenness  is  probably  due  to 
settlements.  In  former  years,  when  the  consump- 
tion in  the  city  was  much  less  than  now,  it  was 
the  custom  to  draw  the  water  out  of  the  conduit 
a  number  of  times  in  each  year,  and  to  patch  up 
the  cracks  with  cement,  or  by  driving  in  pine 
wedges  where  spring.-  prevented  the  use  of  cem- 
ent. In  this  way  it  was  kept  in  a  tolerably  safe 
condition  for  use  under  pressure.  For  want  of 
such  constant  attention  and  repairs  during  late 
years,  it  has  deteriorated  considerably,  and  is  not 
now  so  safe  for  such  use  as  formerly.  Each  time 
that  it  is  drawn  off,  several  hours  are  required  to 
empty  it  and  several  more  to  till  it  again  ;  also  a 
large'volnme  of  water  is  wasted.  H  it  eouid  be 
drawn  off  in  sections  much  time  and  water  would 
he  saved,  as  many  portions  of  its  length  do  not  re- 
quire frequent  examinations.  A  gate  at  Grant- 
ville  waste-weir  would  be  of  great"  service  in  this 
respect,  and,  besides,  would  afford  a  ready 


of  stopping  the  now  should  any  acci, tent  happen 
near  Charles  River,  the  point  where  the  chief 
danger  exists.  I  therefore  recommend  that  such 
a  gate  be  provided.  When  the  volume  of  flow  is 
large  there  is  a  loss  of  head  or  fall,  in  passing  it 
through  the  siphon  pipes,  of  one  foot  and 
upwards,  ami  as  the  entire  fall  from  the  lake  to 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  is  only  aboui  four  feet  .this 
loss  at  Charles  River  materially  diminishes  the 
capacity  of  the  conduit.  Tins  In—  i-  nor  of  much 
consequence  when  the  volume  of  How- is  not  great- 
er than  15.ooo.onO  or  10.odii.udo  gallons  per  day.  but 
I  have  estimated  that  when  the  conduil  is  under  a 
4-feet  head,  a  gain  of  about  1%  million  gallons  per 
clay  would  be  made  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
siphon  pipe  30  inches  m  diameter.  The  cost  of 
the  pipe  (if  of  cast  iron)  and  labor  of   laying,   etc., 

would  be  from  S20.( to  s25,000,  and   in   ca-e   the 

city  take  possession  of  the  Sudbury  River  and  use 
it  for  the  next  few  years  as  a  supplement  to  the 
Cochituate  supply, 'by  turning  a  portion  of  its 
waters  into  the  lake,  it  will  be  advisable  to  have 
such  a  pipe  laid.  As  a  purely  precautionary  meas- 
ure, matt  rial  for  about  ."ill    !'c"'    of    wooden'    flume 

nut  Hiil.  read  \  to:  n-  in  case  of  an  accident  to  the 
conduit  that  shall  de-troy  tne  masonry.  It  is  hoped 
and  expected,  however,  that  it  will  never  be  used 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  kept.  New  gauges 
(float)  for  giving  the  height  of  water  in  the  con- 
duit have  been  put  in  along  its   line    during    the 


ob 


can  now  be  taken 
tely  than  formerly. 
used  in  computing 


past  season 
much  more  rea< 
The  record  of  < 
the  dailv  consu: 

The  cost  of  pumping  for  1873  has  been  S9006.14; 
approximate  cost  .per  million  gallons  raised  one 
toot  high,  28  3-10  cents;  approximate  duty  per 
pound  of  coal,  260,175  pounds  per  foot.  The  pumps 
now  operate  much  more  quietly  at  a  high  speed 
than  formerly. mi  ing  chiefly  to'the  use  of  stronger 
and  stiffer  springs  on  the  valves. 

The  dnl\  average  consumption  of  water  for 
1873  was  I7.s42,7"n  gallons,  which  is  in  execs- of 
the  average  for  1872  bj  2,779,300 gallons,  or  18%  pei 
cent.  The  greatest  consumption  was  for  July, 
When  the  daily  average  was  very  nciily  21,000,000. 
(In  Jul v  20  observations  were  i e  ai  ;lc  ,  .e. icon- 
Hill  Reservoir,  to  determine  the  rale  ol  night  con- 
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line  lilllg.  1  lie   legitimate     u.-e    ol     water    1 

been  very  small.  This  section  was  shu 
all  communication  with  the  lirookbne  and  (nest 
nut  Hill  reservoirs,  by  gates  on  Bedford, Washing- 
ton, Tremont,  Charles  and  other  streets,  am 
fed  exclusively  from  the  Beacon-Hill  Reservoir 
The  leakage  through  the  gates,  if  any,  must   hayi 
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tions  were  commenced  at  midnight,  and  readings 
of  the  gauge  taken  every  fifteen  minutes.  At  the 
first  of  the  experiment  the  consumption  was  found 
to  be  somewhat  irregular,  but  between  one  and 
three  o'clock  it  was  remarkably  uniform,  showing 
that  the  draft  was  not  due  to  irregular  opening 
and  shutting  of  cocks,  but  to  a  continuous  flow  at 
almost  unvarying  outlet-.  There  were  drawn  from 
the  reservoir'duiing  these  two  hours,  386,857  gal- 
lons, equal  to  a  rate  of  4,642,284  gallons  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  This  enormous  rate  of  night  consump- 
tion indicated  either  a  heavy  leakage  or  great 
waste.  A  party  of  inspectors  was  at  once  organ- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Joseph  Whit- 
ney of  Cambridge,  who,  from  experience  gained 
on  the  Cambridge  works,  wras  particularly  quali- 
fied for  this  work,  and  a  careful  inspection  of  all 
the  fittings  in  the  district  was  made,  and  the  street 
mains  were  tested  for  leaks  in  various  ways-.  No 
leaks  were  discovered  in  the  mains,  but  many  hun- 
dreds of  defective  fittings  were  found  and  re- 
paired, and  some  leaks  in  the  house  service  pipes 
detected  and  stopped.  Before  the  examination 
was  concluded,  however,  it  became  manifest  that 
much  the  great?:  portion  of  the  night  consump- 
tion was  caused  by  waste,  that  is,  by  flow  though 
open  fittings.  All  the  leaks  that  could  be  discov- 
ered having  been  stopped,  a  second  observation 
was  made  on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  5,  between 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  three,  as  before.  The 
water  in  the  reservoir  at  the  commencement  of 
the  trial  stood  at  the  same  height  as  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  20.  There  was  a  slight  wind  blowing 
at  the  time  of  the  latter  trial,  which  caused  an  oscil- 
lation in  the  gauge  tube,  ;md  the  readings  were  not 
so  satisfactory  a.-  those  of  July.  During  ihe  three 
hours  of  observation  the  water  fell  2  lee;  1"'3  inches. 
showing  a  consumption  of  5IW.1S2  gallons,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  4.(>4:i.45ij  gallons  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  consumption  between  one  and' three 
o'clock  was  336,294  gallon-,  or  at  the  rate  of  4.035,- 
528  gallons  in  twenty-four  houis,  showing  a  small 
saving,  about  thirteen  per  cent.,  caused  by  the  re- 
pairs made.  That  everything  to  stop  waste  with- 
in the  power  of  the  Board  to  do  might  be  done, 
the  inspection  from  house  to  house  was  continued 
throughout  nearly  the  whole  city.  Mr.  'Whitney, 
in  his  final  report  of  Dec.  1,  says,  "The  work 
has  proceeded  without  interruption  until  the  pres- 
ent time  (the  number  of  inspectors  employed  av- 
eraging about  six;,  and  the  entire  city  lias  been 
canvassed  with  the  except  on  of  East  boston,  part 
of  the  High) a nd  In  •  vi  n.-t.  and  a  ntirt  of  Dorchester. 
"The  result  of  the  investigation,  to  the  first  day 
of  December,  has  been  the  discovery  of  4111  leak-, 
as  follows:  347  bursted  service  pipes,  491  ball 
cocks,  1173  hopper  cocks,  174.3  taps.  iij'J  water  clos- 
ets, 50  stop  and  waste  cocks.  127  hydrants.  At  the 
time  when  these  leaks  were  discovered  a  notice 
was  lef  c  on  the  premises  requiring  that  the  same 
should  be  repaired  within  three  days,  and  with 
very  few  exceptions  the  repairs  have  been  prompt- 
ly made." 

'Although  a  considerable  saving  must  have  re- 
sulted fiom  the  stoppage  of  so  many  leaks,  yet 
the  quantity  thus  saved  was  so  small  "in  compari- 
son to  the  immense  waste  through  fittings  left 
open  wilfully  or  carelessly,  that  it  proven  of  no 
appreciable  value  in  diminishing  the  daily  con- 
sumption. 

A  report,  of  the  City  Engineer,  bearing  date 
January  27, 1873.  together  with  plan-  and  estimates 
relating  to  the  various  sources,  within  fifty  miles 
of  the  city,  available  for  the  supply  of  Boston,  and 
giving  in  detail  the  proposed  scheme  of  works  for 
a  supply  from  the  Sudbury  River,  was  presented 
to  the  Water  Board  in  that  month.  This  report, 
together  with  one  from  Mr.  Chesbrough,  City  En- 
gineer of  Chicago,  and  another  fiom  the  Water 
Board  upon  the  same  subject,  was  presented  to  the 
City  Council  early  in  the  year.  The  plan  propos- 
ed received  the  approval  of  the  City  Government, 
and  an  appropriation  of  S50o,uoo  was  made  to  cover 
the  estimated  expenses  of  the  past  year.  A  num- 
ber of  engineering  assistants  were  engaged  early  in 
May.  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A. 
Ftcley,  who  was  appointed  Resident  Engineer  in 
charge  of  the  whole  work,  and  the  final  location 
of  the  conduit  line,  dams,  etc.,  ami  plans  of  struc- 
ture, and  forms  of  contracts  and  specifications 
were  commenced.  The  line  is  now  located,  and 
cross  sections  of  the  giound  have  been  taken,  and 
a  large  number  of  plans,  profiles,  etc.,  have  been 
prepared.  A  contract,  amounting  to  about  8340,- 
000.  for  excavating  a  tunnel  and  building  a  por- 
tion of  the  conduit,  was  let  eaily   in  August,  and 


considerable  work  litis  been  done  under  it.  Other 
portions  of  the  work  were  made  ready  for  con- 
tract, and  advertisements  for  proposals  would 
have  been  made  last  fall,  had  not  subsequent 
events  rendered  such  course  unwarrantable.  In 
October  surveys  and  plans  of  certain  lands  in  the 
valley  of  the  Sudbury  were  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  papers  for  the  taking  of  such  lands. 
It  was,  however,  decided  by  the  City  Solicitor 
that  the  City  Council  had  not  authorized  the 
Water  Board  to  take  lands  or  water-rights ;  and 
accordingly  the  boa  id  made  application,  Oct.  20, 
for  the  needful  authority. 

REPORTS  AXD  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving- 
Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Thomas  F.  Brady  et  al.,  that  Fifth 
stieet  may  be  paved  from  B  to  C  street ;  A.  P.  Peck 
et  al.,  that  (.  handler  street  be  paved  with  wood  or 
stone;  C.  Blake  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Middle 
street  be  paved  with  wood.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  re<  oinmending  the  granting  of  the  peti- 
tions of  Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle 
certain  streets  in  Chatlestown;  B.  E.  Crosby  & 
Co.,  to  place  a  lamp  i  ost  in  sidewalk  at  70  beach 
street;  M.  Judd.for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting  beam 
at  133-135  Merrimac  stieet.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  C.  C. 
Clapp,  to  be  relieved  from  crowds  who  wait  for 
cars  at  corner  of  Court  street  and  Cornhill,  be  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Police.  Accepted  and 
reference  ordered. 

Report  signed  by  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Peters, 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Israel  (i. Whitney  et  al., 
that  Water  street  be  paved  with  wood  between 
Congress  and  Kilby  stieets. 

Alderman  Power'presented  the  following  minor- 
ity report  and  order,  and  moved  that  they  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  report  of  the  majority: 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  respectfully  dis  cuts  from  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  said  committee  denying  the 
petition  of  Israel  G.  "Whitney  &  Co.  and  others 
that  Water  street  from  Congress  street  to  Kilby 
street  be  paved  with  wood,  and  begs  leave  to  rec- 
ommend t'ie  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
The  reasons  in  favor  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  in  this  case  are  ceitainly  as  stioiig  as 
they  were  in  the  case  of  Kilby  street.  The 
portion  of  Water  stieet  between  the  points 
i  amed  is  narrow  and  nearly  level ;  the  build- 
ings on  either  side  are.  high  and  are 
chiefly  used  for  offices  and  counting  rooms, 
assing  over  a  Stone  pave- 
sturb  the  occupants.  The 
tate  that" whatever  reasons 
pavement  elsewhere  seem 
ile  here."  Theineon  isten- 
>y  the  majority  of  the  corn- 
the  fact  that  Exchange  place 


The  noise  of  veh 
ment  would  greti 
petit'oners  very  i 
iavor  the  use  of' 
to  be  specially  a) 
cy  of  the  stand  t 
niittee  is  shown  ■ 

(formerly  Lindall  stieet)  and  Hawes  street. 
run  parallel  with  Water  street  from  Congress  to 
Kilby  street,  and  Central  street  from  Kilby  to 
Broad  street  are,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  paved  with  wood,  while  Water  stieet, 
which  is  more  favorably  situated  in  every  respect 
for  such  kind  of  pavement,  is  to  be  paved  with 
stone,  in  the  minority  report  on  Kilby  street  the 
undersigned  presented  certain  facts  'which  had 
been  brought  out  in  the  investigation  made  in 
Loudon  to  ascertain  the  best  material  to  be  used 
in  paving  the  s,:eet- of  :h;,r  ciiy.      The  thorough- 

,,,  ,,  -.,1  „  ,li,cwn  in  'he  'following  state- 
ment co;  led  fiom  lie  out  number  of  ;he  Scien- 
tific American :  "Granite  and  macadam  are  to  be 
banished  from  the  city  of  London,  the  Stieet  Com- 
mittee having  determined  to  lay  down  in  future 


gation;  it  has  been  arrived  at  by  officials  who  ; 
slow  to  accept  any  innovations  on  the  established 
order  of  things,  and  in  a  city  where  wood  must  be 
considerably  more  expensive  than  it  is  here.  In 
view  of  these  facts  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
request  of  the  petitioners  is  a  leasonable  one  and 
ought  to  lie  granted.  Respectfully  submitted. 
Of  the  Committee, 

James  Power. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Water  street,  from  Congress 
street  to  Kilby  street,  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Burnt  District. 
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Alderman  Peters— I  would  like  to  state  why  I 
voted  as  I  did  on  Exchange  street  and  Lmd'all 
place,  and  again?  t  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners in  this  case.  Exchange  street  will  by  no 
means  become  a  thorouglifai  e.  and  if  this  street 
were  paved  with  granite  blocks  it  would  not  be  a 
thoroughfare.  The  buildings  are  high,  sunshine 
seldom  comes  clown  upon  the  street,  and  for  that 
reason  the  pavem-nt  will  decay  quicker.  For  that 
reason  I  voted  for  granite  blocks. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  wish  to  state  that  I  shall 
vote  against  appropriating  money  to  pave  our 
streets  with  wood.  I  believe  it  will  be  bad  judg- 
ment to  waste  the  city's  money  so.  when  we.  can 
get  block  granite  at  the  price  we  do  at  the  present. 
in  conversation  with  city  officials  from  other 
cities  they  agree  with  me,  and  state  that  in  their 
cities,  if  they  could  procure  granite  at  the  price 
we  do,  nothing  could  induce  them  to  plate  wood 
upon  their  streets.  We  can  see  how  wood  pave- 
ment works  in  Court  street  today;  the  pavement 
is  ruined  if  you  take  it  up  to  put  down  water- 
pipes.  It  has  been  so  in  Court  street  and  it  is  so 
in  School  street.  We  have  got  to  dig  up  the 
streets  continually.  It  shows  for  itself.  We  can- 
not replace  it  as  well  as  we  can  granite.  Block 
granite  will  never  rot  out,  but  will  stand  for 
ages ;  we  know  that  wood  will  rot  out  in  a  few 
years,  and  it  does  not  become  us  to  appropriate 
money  and  place  it  in  wood  pavements. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  has  gone  on 
and  made  certain  vague  charge.-,  and  I  have  lis- 
tened to  them  long  enough.  1  make  statements  in 
that  report  which  cannot  be  controverted.  In  the 
city  of  London,  where  they  are  loth  to  do  away 
with  old  cu-toms.  they  have  decided  to  abandon 
stone  entirely.  That  is  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
after  careful  investigation  and  experiment  for 
munv  vears  bj  scientiS  tpersons  appointed  for  the 
l"i-: Hi-  gentleman  talks  about  wood  rot- 
ting, the  wood  |  tyemenl  in  Court  street  is  no 
oritf.  ion  to  go  by.  We  did  not  lay  that  pavement 
as  we  lay  them  now.    Under  the  present  system  it 

:-  jr.-      i-    -i-\    :•.:  !!;•■    lip    Ml.-    pa\  '  mi  lit    as    it    is 

81    r- block  granite,     [am  no   arguing  for  the. 

general  use  of  wood  pavement,  but  I  have 
always  favored  its  use-  in  particular  streets, 
as  in  this  case  where  the  man  who  heads 
the  list  pays  more  taxes  than  the  whole 
expense  of  this  pavement  in  that  street.  When 
people  come  here  and  ask  for  something  for  their 


permanency,  but  we  do  not.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  was  born  under  the  shadow  of  Mt. 
yionadnock,  and  he  thinks  of  nothing  but  what 
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don  and  exhibit  streets  which  he  knows 
the  members  of  this  Board  cannot  see,  and  he 
brings  in  other  evidence  that  is  good  for  noth- 
ing. He  knows  that  if  his  arguments  hold 
good  in  one  case  they  do  in  another,  and  if  they 
apply  to  thi-  -freer  .bey  will  ap-  ly  lo  ever\  -tieet 
in  Boston  If  you  talk  to  the  truckmen  they  will 
>ay,  give    us  all  stone'  or  all  wood.    The  gentleman 


amount  to  anything.     I  have   seen   the   paving  on 
Pi o-peet  street  and  on  South  Margin   street,  and 


rioll-   In   pill    -llcll    llllhus   in   1  1 1 «'    s.leet-     ill      1,11-, oil, 

but  I  do  helicye  in  putting  down  hloek  granite.  If 
there  is  a  narrow  street,  1  have  sometimes  raised 
no  objection  to  having  wood  pavement  put  there, 
but  1  prefer  granite.  We  have  been  winking  in 
South  Boston  lately,  and   gentlemen  in  this  Board 


know  that  there  is  tin  influence  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  do  a  great  deal 
in  South  Boston.  Where  there  are  narrow  streets 
in  the  city,  and  where  there  are  sanitary  consider- 
ations, I  have  raised  no  objections  to  wood  pave- 
ment, but  when  you  come  to  such  a  street  as 
Water  or  Killiy  street,  I  do  object  to  it. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  a  pretty  easy  matter  for 
me  to  tell  when  the  Alderman  opposite  has  a  dif- 
ficult case  to  handle.  He  supposes  he  has  a  pretty 
strong  case  in  South  Bo-ton.  I  di.-claim  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  would  advocate  nothing  for  South 
Boston  that  I  would  not  be  willing  to  do  for  any 
other  part  of  the  city,  and  I  know  of  no  Alderman 
who  is  not  willing  to  do  the  same  if  it  is  applicable 
to  that  section.  It  is  my  duty  to  look  out  for  all 
sections  of  this  city  —  South  Boston  no  more 
than  any  other.  The  gentleman  says  I  have 
to  rely  upon  foreign  material.  I  know  that 
he  possesses  some  excellent  virtue,  and  if  I 
should  trace  them  I  might  find  that  they  had 
a  foreign  tint.  But  I  will  not  do  so.  But  be  they 
foreign  or  not,  my  arguments  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. I  hav  seen  gentlemen  who  have  visited 
the  city  of  London  and  other  foreign  cities,  and 
they  find  the  material  I  have  spoken  of  used  in 
foreign  countries,  and  I  don't  know  but  what  if 
wood  could  be  obtained  as  cheaply  as  in  this 
country  it  might  be  universally  used.  The  gen- 
tleman knows  nothing  of  the  wood  rotting ;  he  has 
seen  no  test  of  the  new  process,  and  I  defy  him  to 
show  one  instance  when  woo  1  bumettized  has  rot- 
ted. Our  method  is  entirely  different  from  the  old 
one,  and  is  believed  to  be  most  durable,  and  costs 
about  one-half  the  complicated  methods  ased 
to.  There  are  some  places  where  it  costs  so  little 
to  put  down  woo  I  pavement  that  it  should  be 
done  if  the  petitioners  desire  it.  Every  person 
who  does  business  on  this  street  asks  for  it,  and  I 
think  this  Board  should  give  the  petition  f avoida- 
ble consideration. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  sje  any  object  in  the 
gentleman  going  to  London  for  an  argument  upon 
wooden  pavement.  We  have  examined  the  pave- 
ment in  Coin  1  street,  laid  in  ISO;)  or  1870.  and  it,  is 
neaily  worn  out.  It  the  gentleman  will  go  to  Colum- 
bus avenue,  where  there  are  all  kinds  of  wooden 
pavement-,  and  the  Street  is  hardly  fit  to  drive  on. 
1  wen:  hi  South  B  i  ton,  too,  on  the  street  near  the 
Aid  rmau's  house,  where  this  pavement  has  been 
down  four  years,  and  it  is  decayed.  I  donor  think 
woo  1  "avement  is  pioper  to  be  used  in  this  damp 
atmosphere,  and  1  do  not  think  it  is  a  pioper  way 

Alderman  Power— I  can  show  the   gentleman   a 
good  pavement  on  Columbus  avenue. 
'  Alderman  Hall— How  long  has  it  been  down? 

Alderman  Power  — I  do  not  know.  But  if  the 
street  had  not  been  dug  up  to  lay  water  pipes  it 
would  have  been  as  smooth  as  can  be.  As  to  the 
street  m  South  Boston,  no  street  that  we  have 
laid  in  the  last  five  years  is  better  than  that. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  going  to  vote  for 
the  minority  report  because  1  believe  it  is  right  to 
grant  this  petition.  The  street  is  occupied  by 
banks  and  offices,  where  the  occupants  have  occa- 
sion to  'write  figures  and  make  calculations, 
and  they  require  as  much  quiet  as  possible. 
The  petitioners  are  very  luge  taxpayers.  I  be- 
lieve   the    city    will    receive  back  the  cost  of  this 

atiiiii  by  laving  Ibis  pavement.  I  know  that'the 
offices  near  State  street,  where  the  streets  are 
paved  with  wood,  let  for  more  money  than  ti.ose 
do  where  there  are  pavements  of  granite.  1  fully 
believe  that  those  office-  will  be  greatly  increased 
iii  value  by  laying  this  pavement,  and  that  the 
it  to  lamer  taxes.  I 
rument  that  the  wood 
than  five  years,  but 
k  in  that  time. 
1  like  to  know  where 
ich  narrower  streets 
minority  report  says, 
3h  a  pavement  in. 
Alderman  Peters— When  Columbus  avenue  was 
dug  up  the  other  day  the  wood  was  all  decayed. 
In  Court  street  it  has  been  standing  about  live 
years,  and  was  laid  in  the  most  expensive  and 
careful  manner.  In  Water  street,  with  no  sun 
shining  upon  it  it  would  not  be  very  long  before  it 

Alderman  Cutter—  1  he  gentleman  alludes  to 
offices  and  banks  on  streets  where  there  are  wood 
pavements.  Are  there  not  banks  on  State  street? 
If  you  are  simply  going  to  gratify  the  petitioners 
you  will  have  your  hands'  full. '  The  Alderman 
from  Ward   12  did  not  want  to  gratify  the   peti- 


owuers  will  cheerfully  s 
will  admit  for  the  sake  i 
pavement  wall  not  last  i 
we  should  get  our  nioue 
Alderman  Power— I  v 
the  gentleman  can  rim 
than  Water  street.  As 
it  is  a  proper  street  to  la 


JUNE      15, 


18 


359 


tionors  in  the  case  of  Smith's  Rifling  School,  and 
the  eight  thousand  petitioners  for  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion i fid  not  move  him. 

Alderman  Peters— So  far  as  the  banks  in  State 
street  are  concerned,  there  never  was  a  time  when 
they  could  not  figure  high  rates  of  interest  whether 
it  was  noi-v  or  quiet. 

Alderman  Hall— So  far  as  the  street  in  South 
Boston  is  concerned  I  must  differ  with  the  gentle- 
man. I  rode  by  there  the  other  evening  and  I 
would  not  dr've  fast  for  fear  of  breaking  my 
wagon.  1  have  as  much  experience  with  Colum- 
bus avenue  as  any  one  else,  and  I  can  say  that  it 
is  hardly  fit  to  'ride  on.  If  wood  pavement  is 
cheapest  why  does  not  the  gentleman  advocate  it 
in  every  street?  As  for  the  asphalt,  I  would  in. 
quire  if  it  does  not  kill  trees?  That  seems  to  be 
the  important  point  now. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the  ma- 
jority report,  he  desiring  to  be  put  on  record  on 
the  question,  and  the  motion  prevailed— yeas  8, 
nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Alde'-men  Bigelow  .  Clark.  Emery.  Harris, 
Power,  Prescott.  S.ebnins.  Wi.rthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall.  Peters -4. 

The  order  submitted  in  the  minority  report  of 
Alderman  Power  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committse  ou 
Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  (framed— Six  newsboys. 

Victuallers'  Lieeii-i-s  (iranti  d— Mark-  Barrett. 
213  Eliot  street;  Joseph  H. TJtton,204  Broadway; 
Lewis  A.  Young.  41  Sudbury  sneer :  Lawrence  F. 
Brundage.  1-1  I  l-.iviiit  -T'.eet:  ( >.  II.  Savage.  •:,_: 
Y\' a-htiigcoa  street:  James  Hamilton.  101  Canal 
street:  H.  B.  Holmes.  10  Lewis  street;  James  Kee- 
nan,  465  Hanover  street :  H.  F.  Withe -ell,  1  and  3 
Henry  street ;  H.  J.  Hamlin,  90  Broad  street;  John 
.Nichols,  iSO  Bioadwav. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Charles  K.  Heath,  16S 
Commercial  street. 

"Wagon  License  Granted— J.  H.  Hanson  (trans- 
fer to  A.  J.  Hill  &  Co.). 

Severally  accepted. 

Bv  Alderman  Prescott— Report  on  request  of 
School  Committee  reoommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additional  primary- 
school  accommodations  in  the  Charlestown  Pres- 
cott School  District;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in  receiving  and 
entertaining  a  delegation  from  the  Select  and 
Common  Council  of  Philadelphia,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents,  be  allowed  and  paid;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses- 
Ordered.  That  .Ylaginley  &  Co.  be  allowed  to 
make  an  exhibition  parade  of  their  circus  com- 
pany and  menagerie  Through  such  of  the  princi- 
pal streets  of  this  city  as  the  Committee  on  Police 
may  direct. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  establishing  hack  fares 
for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  to  and  from 
Charlestown,  Brighten  and  AYe-'t  Roxbury,  passed 
June  8,  1874,  tie  lidthe  same  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  section  ij  and  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing: "Section  6.  The  driver  of  each  hack  shall 
carry  at  all  times,  either  in  his  pocket  or  in  his 
hack,  a  copy  of  these  rates  of  fare,  so  that  it  shall 
be  accessible  to  any  i  asserger  who  desires  to  con- 
sult the  same." 

Alderman  Bigelow— If  the  members  of  the 
Board  will  turn  to  City  Document  No.  45  thev  will 
see  that  it  is  impracticable  to  post  all  these  or- 
ders in  the  carriage,  as  provided  m  sections. 
Consequently  the  committee  have  reported  this 
order  as  a  substitute. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Reports 
recommending  pa-sage  of  outers  authorizing  the 
grui.tii  ".  "f  permit  in  eiee:  woolen  Mill  liii--  as 
folli.ws':  J.  A.Knr:  I.  .  ,  ,-;:■•...  \\  .,  ]■  :  l.n. 
Clark.  Mercer  street,  V,"a.,l  12;  Kmottay  H.  Libl  y, 
Ames  street:  Jeremiah  Leebai  ,  Canal  street;  W.C. 
Reed,  388  Garrison  ;n  eime,  The  orders  w  ere  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Brooks- 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  suitable  accommo- 
dations of  the  Municipal  Court  to  be  established 
in  East  Boston  on  the  1st  of  July  next :  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
County  of  Suffolk". 

Read  once. 

Bv  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  i  if  gran  tins;  the  following  per  it  am-  fo]  lea  re 
to  occupy  stables:  Frank  A.  Clapp,  Mi  rcei  st  eet. 


lpy 

near  Telegraph  street,  provide 
brick  wall  on  the  north  side,  without  windows  or 
openings  in  north  rocf:  Andrew  Littig,  Faxon 
street,  provided  there  be  a  blank  brick  wall  in  the 
rear,  without  windows  or  openings  in  the  rear 
roof;  A.  AY.  Wight,    Head  place,  provided  said 


im  present 
lear  Marl- 
79  Preble 
16:    D.   P. 

ordsworth 
.    Alsore- 

7  on  peri- 
2  Cottage 
it:  Chailes 
Severally 


stable  shall  be  placed 
line :  G.  T.  AY.  Bramar 
borough  street ;  Jame: 
street:  L.  K.  Allen,  Fe 
Nichols,  72  Dale  street 
street:  James  O'Neil, 
ports  recommending  1 
tions  for  same,  of 
street;  John  McGinne 
H.  Yolentine,  North  1 
accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris — 

Ordered.  That  Abraham  M.  Loring  be  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  a  field  driver  and  pound  keeper 
for  the  Charlestown  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  AYater  Board  consider 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  main  water  pipe 
from  its  present  termination  in  Canal  street  to  the 
City  square.  Charlestown,  and  report  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman    Hands,  for   the    Committee    on 


damages  in  widening  St.  James  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  John  Bani>«n  S221,  for  land  dam- 
ages in  widening  Magazine  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  AYilliam  Gaston,  receiver.  S47.000, 
for  damages  occasioned  betaking  Litchfield  wharf 
by  the  widening  of  Broad  street,  and  rescinding 
an  order  of  Jan." 28.  1873.  to  pay  AVilliam  Litchfield 
S42.450  for  taking  said  property.    Read  once. 
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The  order  of  Alderman  Emery  was  substituted 
for  that  of  Alderman  Brooks  and  read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Billow,  for  tin- Committee  on  Or- 
dinances—Report recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  The  sixty-first  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance relating  to  health  is  hereby  amended  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words:  "Unless  by 
■written  permission  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Health." 

Alderman  Bigelow  read  the  section  ol  the  orig- 
inal ordinance  as  it  now  stands,  which  provides 
that  no  manure  shall  be  removed  betweeu  the 
first  of  May  and  the  first  of  October,  except  be- 
tween twelve  o'clock  at  night  and  two  hours 
after  sunrise.  He  said  that  was  very  well 
adapted  to  the  city  as  it  was  before  the  recent  an- 
nexation, but  now  it  seems  to  be  a  hardship,  and 
complaint  lias  been  made.  The  Committee  on 
Ordinances  therefore  instructed  him  to  report 
that  amendment. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, wlio  were  requested  to  consider  what 
changes  were  require  I  in  the  ordinance  relating  to 
bridge-— Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  ordinance : 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  As  soon  as  may  be  alter  the  passage 
ot  this  ordinance  and  annually  at"  ;  waul-  <>;,  ilie 
fiist  Monday  in  hehriiary.  or  winm  -ixt>  days 
thereafter,  there  -hall  lie  elected    hv    tl 


super 
bridg 
bride. 
War,: 
ated  i 
den  1 
from 


the 


imed 
terly 
and 

situ- 


River  Bruise;  Mal- 
over  Mystic  River 
of  Everett.  Each 
rst  elected  shall 
first     Monday     in 


of  th-  superintendents  first  el 
hold  his  office  until  the  first 
April  in  the  year  Ist.i,  ami  until  In-  -nco-sor  is 
elected  ani  qualified;  md  thereafterwards  each 
of  the  superintendents  elected  shall  hold  office 
for  one  year  from  tie  first  .Monday  in  April  in  the 
year  in  "which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  until  his 
successor  is  elected  and  qualified.  The  said 
superintendents  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  City  <  ouncil.  an  I  vacancies  mav 
be  filled  at,  any  time  for  I  lie  unexpired  term  in  the 

same  manner  m   which    tl :iginal   i  lection   is 

herein    directed  to    be   ma.c.     They    -hall    icccive 
such  compeii-aMoii    a- the    I  ityl  ouiicil  may  from 

time  to  time  determine.     Chej  -'..  ill  h  tvethesame 

powers    and     duties,    and  be     -ubject     Oi     the    -.line 

rules  and  regulations  as  the   su]  enntendents  of 
other  bridges  loi  ated  within  tl itj  limit-. 

Sect.  2.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  shall  have  au- 
thority to  appoint,  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, superintend  nits  or  draw  tenders  of  all  those 
bridge*,  except  West  Boston  and  Cragie's 
bridges,  which  are  in  part  only  controlled  and 
maintained  b\  Iheciu  el  I'.o-ton;  and  may  make 
suitable  rule- and  regulations  lor  their  govern- 
ment. The  compensation  ol  the  -upei  intendents 
or  draw  tendos  -o  appointed  .-nail  be  fixed  by  the 
City  Council. 

Sect  3.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  Charles  River  Bridge  and 
Warren  bridge  passed  the  10th  day  of  May  in  the 
year  1871,  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  ordinance  was  read  once. 

THE  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Wortlnngton  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  his  nmtio"  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  order  pa-ed  for  the  Committee  on  Health, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Cit>  Council  and  Board 
of  Health,    to   pureha-o   a    ,-iiitahle  lot  and  huild- 


recurred  on 


pre- 


ings  tor  a  smalipc 
vailed  aud  the  (pie 
tion. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  desire  a  reconsidera- 
tion, that  tl rder  may  be    amended   and  passed 

in  its  original  shape.  Gentlemen  know  that  if  the 
order  is  passed  as  it  now  is,  a  site  never  cat.  be 
selected.  It  v\  ill  lie  necessary  for  the  committee, 
Board  of  Health  and  the  Mayor,  to  select  a  site  as 
quietlj  as  possible,  but  if  it'is  talked  about,  there 
will  be  gieat  remonstrance.  I  think  the  city  can 
afford  to  ti  ust  the  committee,  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not 
spending  $2500  for  a  place  in 
that  we  have  not  got  in  our  i 
the  gentleman  if,  in  his  judgi 


v  for 
ents 
ask 
land 
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supreme  control  ovei 
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take  such  cases.  We  have 
?es  of  previous  years  to  waste 
is  purpose. 

I  have  already  stated  that  I 
tee  were  unanimous  in  favor 
.it  the  Board  of  Health  will 
off  the  main  land.  It  is  only 
ling  this  money  or  keeping 
ieu  up  in  the  Mareehi-street 

Have  the  Board  of   Health 
the  Marcella-street  Hospi- 

inder.tand  that  we  cannot. 

theyrefuse  to  give  it  up. 

nt  of   money  was  spent  a 

f  excitement 


and  people  were  ready  to  do  anything  to  get  rid  of 
the  smallpox.  But  we  should  now  procure  a 
cheaper  place.  The  pe^;hon-e  ought  not  to  be  in 
Marcelia  street;  it  is  a  g;  eat  damage  to  property 
'  !■      nan  Cutler— Then  we  are  bound    to   spend 
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The  order  was  reconsidered— yeas   ;i,   nays  3,  as 
follows: 
yeas— Aldermen    Clark,    Emery,    Hall,   Peters,. 
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Alderman  Worthingtor.—  It  is  true  the  commit- 
tee think  Gallop's  Island  is  a  suitable  place,  but 
the  Board  of  Health  oo  not.  Their  physician  in 
charge  of  smallpox  patients  says  it  is  a  great 
haidship  to  expose  them  to  being 'transDOrted  over 
the  water,  and  that  he  would  under  no  circum- 
stances recommend  it.  "What  do  we  have  physi- 
cians for,  if  we  do  not  take  their  word? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  trouble  is  the  Alderman 
does  not  follow  his  opinion.  He  believes  we  have 
ample  facilities  now.  but  he  brings  up  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  showing  that  he  does  not 
advocate  his  own  views  in  this  Board. 

Alderman  "Worth ington — While  I  have  an  opin- 
ion of  my  own  I  defer  to  that  of  those  who  are 
better  judges  of  the  subject  than  I  am.  I  do  not 
think  the  Alderinan'f  rom  Y\  ard  6  is  better  posted 
on  the  smallpox  than  the  Board  of  Health  are. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  that  the  same  Board  of  Health 
complimented  me  on  the  character  of  the  physi- 
cians I  employed  to  vaccinate  the  people  in  "my 
ward. 

Alderman  Worthingtou— I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  >av  one  word  in  favor  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Worthington  was 
adopted— yeas  9,  nays  3,  the  same  as  on  the  last 
vote— and" the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

THE  "WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Bo  ard  an  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for 
the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  physicians  to  examine 
and  report  on  the  sanitary  qualities  of  Sudbury, 
Mystic.  Shawsheen  and  Chaises  River  waters, 
which  was  rejected  by  this  Board.  On  the  day 
following,  in  consultation  with  several  members 
of  the  other  branch,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  have  been  wise  to  pass  the  order  and  ob- 
tain the  information  that  was  desired.  I  there- 
fore gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
now  make  that  motion,  hoping  it  will  prevail.  It 
will  be  a  very  little  expense  and  the  information 
we  will  receive  may  be  of  value  in  settling  the 
question  of  additional  water  supply. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  no  objections  to  pass- 
ing 'orders  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
thinks  they  are  important,  but  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  we  have  spent  money  enough  on  this  subject. 
"We  have  already  spent  almost  as  much  money  as 
it  would  cost  to 'procure  an  extra  supply. 

Alderman  "V\  orthington — I  am  in  favor  of  this 
motion,  believing  that  the  order  is  a  proper  one. 
It  is  an  important  question  and  I  believe  this  City 
Council  is  not  going  to  pass  any  order  until  they 
are  thoroughly  "satisfied  of  the  quality  of  the  water 
and  the  cost.  We  are  working  in  the  right  quar- 
ter now.  We  must  satisfy  the  public  a"s  well  as 
ourselves  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  good. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  government  voted 
8500,000  for  an  additional  water  supply  and  au- 
thorized the  "Water  Board  to  spend  it.  Are  we 
going  to  spend  money  to  suit  the  notions  of  indi- 
viduals? We  have  an  Engineer,  elected  by  the 
City  Council,  and  yet  his  statements  are  sought  to 
be  passed  by.  I  say  it  does  not  become  us  to  do 
so.  "We  spent  $10,000  to  obtain  facts,  and  yet 
there  seems  to  be  a  prejudice  against  them.  The 
trouble  is  there  has  been  plenty  of  rain.    We  could 


would  we  have  been  when  Lake  Cochituate  was 
only  eight  inches  above  the  conduit,  if  we  had  not 
tapped  Sudbury  River? 

Alderman  Brooks— I  advocated  this  order  last 
week.  It  is  proper  information  to  be  obtained.  I 
hope  the  leconsideratiou  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  was  only  three  years  ago, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  East'Boston  came  over 
here  with  bottles  full  of  sediment  which  they  got 
from  the  Mystic.  1  am  willing  to  purify  the  Mys- 
tic, hut  I  am  not  willing  to  trust  it  f of  an  ample 
supply.  As  for  these  doctors,  you  cannot  get 
three  to  agree,  and  they  will  come  back  and  waiit 
two  more  appointed. 

Alderman  Brooks— And  the  Water  Board  told 
us  at  that  time  that  the  Mystic  water  was  better 
than  the  Cochituate. 

Alderman  Cutter— Did  you  believe  it? 

Alderman  Brooks — "Whether  the  board  believed 
it  or  not  is  a  question  for  them  to  answer  them- 
selves. I  alwavs  believed  the  Mystic  is  good  water 
if  it  is  purified' 

Alderman  Cutter  —  We  only  said  what  the 
Charlestown  people  told  us. 

Alderman  Brooks— Then  the  gentleman  should 
have  told  me  what  he  knew,  occupying  the  posi- 


tion he  does.  I  believe  that  if  the  Mystic  is  puri- 
fied by  proper  drainage  a  supply  can  be  obtained 
there  cheaper  than  from  almost  any  othc-r  source. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  this  js  a  very  sensible 
order.  I  voted  for  it.  and  am  ready  to  do  so  again 
since  the  chairman  of  the  committee  indorses  it  as 
a  proper  thing.  It  will  do  no  harm  to  obtain  the 
information. 

Alderman  Power — I  opposed  the  order  last  Mon- 
day, but  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  pre- 
pared to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it,  I 
am  willing  to  have  it  passed.  I  supposed  that  an- 
alyses of 'the  water  had  been  made  by  the  Water 
Board;  if  they  have  not.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
this  order. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed  and  the  order 
was  passed  in  concurrence. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  pa-sage  of  orders 
as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Washing- 
ton street  to  Harrison  avenue  heretofore  known 
as  East  Castle  street  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as  Motte  street :  and  that  the  street  lead- 
fiom  Washington  street  to  Tremont  street  hereto- 
fore known  as  "West  Castle  street  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  Castle  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Princeton  street,  between  Prescott  anil 
Chelsea  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in 
front  of  the  vacant  lots  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Chandler  street,  corner  of  Berkeley  streec.  and  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Cottage  and  Park  streets,  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Sumner  street.  Ward  16,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and'-et  edgestones  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  easterly  side,  from  the  South  Boston 
line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  16,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Park  street,  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  Ward  16,  and  to 
report  to  this  board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nislrug  and  -ettiug  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Nepon- 
set  avenue,  easterly  ide.  from  Park  street  to  the 
top  of  Pope's  Hill,  "Ward  16,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the  east- 
erly side  of  Adams  street,  between  East  and  Ash- 
rnont  streets.  Ward  16,  and  to  report  to  this  board 
a  schedule  of  the  expenses  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Dorchester  avenue,  from  Field's 
Corner  to  Centre  street,  and  to  report  to  thi  oarcl 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Savin  Hill  avenue,  between  Pleas- 
ant street  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad.  Ward  10: 
and  to  report  to  thi-  I'."  ird  a  -cbedule  of  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Boston  street,  between  the  South 
Boston  line  and  I'pham's  Corner,  War  i  16;  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Shawmut  avenue.  School,  Amorv 
and  Boylston  stieets,  between  Egleston  square 
and  the'Boylston  station  on  the  Providence  Rail- 
road. Warcl  17,  and  to  report  to  this  Boaid  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Severally  read  once. 
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Order  to  pay  Peter  Curley  $100,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  grade  damage*  at  tt'4  Buggies  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  establish  the  grade  of 
Mechanic  street,  between  [higgles  street  and  Mad- 
ison court.  Ward  15,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  pro- 
tile,  drawn  bv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  March  18, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  establish  the  grade  of 
Walk-Hill  street,  between  Hack  and  Canterbury 
street^,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  drawn  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  1,1874,  and  deposit- 
ed in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor, 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedule  of  assessments  for  sidewalks  on  Tre- 
mont  street  between  Harvard  and  Randall  streets, 
and  on  Randall  street  between  Smith  street  and 
Tremont  street;  total  c-o-t,  #500.48.  Accepted,  and 
order  for  collection  of  one-half  said  cost  read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  contract,  with  the  approval  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  for  the  ronstruetion  of  a  steam- 
boat for  the  use  of  the  Police  Department  in  Bos- 
ton Harbor;  the  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  lie  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Lucas  street,  between  Sliawmut 
avenue  and  Middlesex  street.be  closed  to  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  June,  and  re- 
main closed  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  Chief 
of  Police  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public 
safety. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE   NEW  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  of  a  union 
of  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards 
were  taken  from  the  table,  and  after  con- 
sultation,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  they  were 
specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  live  o'clock, 
P.M. 

INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
order  to  place  the  Inspector  of  Milk  under  the 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  whom  he  shall 
make  report,  etc.,  was  passed,  and  asked  for  a 
yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  motion  prevailed— yeas  8,  nays  4— as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Higelow,Biooks,(  lark,  Emery, 
Harris,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters,  Power— 4. 

The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  hope  this  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail.  The  order  is  a  proper  one.  The 
Inspector  should  report  to  the  Board  of  Health; 
now  he  is  in  charge  of  nobody,  and  is  responsible 
to  nobody,  lie  should  be  in  charge  of  the  Board 
of  Health  as  well  as  the  Inspector  of  Piovisions. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Inspector  has 
been  given  a  room  in  Pemberton  square,  and  the 
objection  to  putting  him  in  the  olliee  of  the  Hoard 
of  Health  has  been  obviated.  The  object  of  the 
order  is  to  procure  certain  statistics  which  should 
be  put  into  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health.  In 
New  York  the  Inspector  of  Milk  is  in  charge  of 
the  Health  Department. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  there  an  Inspector  of  Milk 
in  that  city? 

Alderman  Worthington— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the    reconsideration 


will  prevail  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  believe 
the  management  of  that  department  can  be  im- 
proved upon.  No  other  department  has  been 
managed  so  economically,  and  I  do  not  think  a 
change  is  advisable. 

Alderman  Worthimrto'j— No  one  is  advocating  a 
change.  We  only  want  him  to  make  a  report 
where  it  will  be  of  use  to  the  city,  instead  of  lay- 
ing it  upon  the  table  here. 

Aloerman  Emery— I  think  the  inspector  should 
report  to  the  Board  of  Health,  but  if  we  let  him 
do  so  will  it  be  necessary  to  furnish  him  with 
apartments  outside  of  City  Hall?  As  the  order 
stands  now  it  is  inconsistent.  I  should  be  quite 
willing  to   have  the  matter  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Cutter— Although  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  ought  to  be  a  reservoir  of  informa- 
tion, and  runs  a  daily  paper,  I  am  informed  that 
this  is  the  only  buiean  foi  the  inspection  of  milk 
in  the  United  States  or  in  the  world.  He  has 
obtained  valuable  statistics  from  other  cities.  I 
say  let  well  enough  alone.  I  am  willing  to  furnish 
material  for  the  Hoard  of  Health  to  work  with  so 
as  to  earn  their  #12.000  a  year,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
put  a.  department  under  them  that  is  well  enough. 
This  is  the  only  man  wdiose  salary  has  not  been 
increased.  He  is  a  useful  officer,  and  it  does  not 
become  us  to  disturb  him. 

Alderman  Worthington — This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard,  of  a  poor  old  soldier  who  stops  up  in  a 
fourth  story  called  a  bureau.  He  gets  #1500,  and 
when  he  asked  to  have  his  salary  increased  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  told  me  that  he  had  not 
much  to  do,  and  that  he  had  better  get  along  as 
he  was.  I  do  not  object  to  his  being  pensioned  on 
the  city,  and  I  hope  he  vs  ill  be  as  long  as  he  lives. 
I  am  only  disposed  to  make  his  work  of  soiro  ben- 
efit to  the  commmunity. 

Alderman  HaU— If  the  Inspector  has  nothing  to 
do,  as  the  gentleman  says,  then  I  think  he  be- 
longs down  in  the  Hoard'  of  Health,  and  should 
have  gone  there  before.  If  this  man  has  nothing 
to  do.  what  does  the  gentleman  think  of  $15,000 
salaries  for  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  Health 
Department,  and  #4500  for  clerk  and  assistance? 
And  yet  they  go  about  begging  for  other  business. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  did  not  state  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do.  I  said  he  did  his  own  work,  kept 
his  own  books,  and  that  was  little  or  nothing, 

After  further  discussion  the  motion  to  lecon- 
sider  prevailed— veas  7,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall.  Hams, 
Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Hrjclow,  Clark,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins, Worthington— 4. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  and  it  prevailed— veas  7,  nays  5 
— the  same  as  on  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  the  Board  adjourn. 
Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  like  to  sec  such 
attempt  to  choke  oil' discussion. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  had  done  the  same  thing  in  the  case  of 
the  '  Paddock  Elms  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the 
petitioners. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  he  was  a 
young  man  in  the  business,  while  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  0  was  a  veteran,  and  he  had  learned  it 
from  him.  He  never  knew  anything  about  it  un- 
til the  example  had  been  set  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  sometimes  ignorance 
is  bliss,  but  it  is  hardly  well  for  a  man  to  plead 
ignorance  when  his  duty  is  in  question. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    18,    1874. 


The  regular  woek'y  mee'ing  of  the  Common 
Council  was  held  this  evening,  at  eight  o'clock. 
The  President  being  aliment,  the  Council  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  senior 
member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot  fur  a  President  pro 
tem.  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17  and  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they 
reported  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  ot  votes  cast 50 

Necessary  to  a  choice 26 

H.J.  Boanlman  »f  War.]  14  hail 17 

George  A.  Shaw  of  Wards .IB 

J.  Q.A.  Bracked  of  Ward  10 8 

George  P.  Heimv  nf  Ward  9 5 

Benjamin  Dean  of  Ward  12 2 

James  J.  Fb/im  of  Ward  7 2 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
bur of  Ward  u  the  Council  proceeded  to  another 
ballot. 

The  Chair-man— The  Chair  will  take  occasion  to 
say  before  the  ballet  proceeds  that  he  is  not  a 
candidate,  and  had  no  intimation  wnatever  that 
his  name  was  to  be  used.  He  prefers  not  to  be  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  pro  tem. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  second  ballot: 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

H.  J.  Boardman 27 

George  A.  Shaw 1H 

J.  Q.A.  Brackett 7 

Ben  iambi  I  lean 2 

J.  J.Flynn 1 

And  Mr.  Boardman,  having  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes,  was  elected  under  the  rule. 

The  President  pro  tem.,  on  taking  the  chair, 
said,  "Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council,  1 
thank  you  for  the  compliment  you  have  paid  me, 
and  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  serve  you  most  ac- 
ceptably  by  proceeding  at  once  to  business.  1  can 
only  regret  that  the  use  of  my  name  was  unex- 
pected, else  I  might  have  undergone  the  custom- 
ary preliminary -coaching' by  our  veteran  clerk." 

PAPEBS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEBJIEN. 

Petitions  of  J.  C.  Tucker,  P.  H.  Rogers,  Cath- 
erine Kiskcr  and  Jenny  McPike  ;  annual  report  of 
the  Cochituate  Water 'Board  lor  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1874  (City  Document  No.  55);  resolve 
and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  for  widen-, 
ing  of  Beach  street  on  southerly  side,  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  8184,717  (City  Document  No. 
52).    Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  as  set  forth  in  said  orders, 
to  be  issued  to  Jerry  Lehan,  J.  A.  King,  Fred.  O. 
Clark,  Timothy  H.  Libbey  and  William  C.  Reed, 
Jr.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  appointing  Abraham  M.  Loring  a  field 
driver  and  pound  keener  for  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  main  water  pipefiom 
Canal  street  to  City  square,  Charlestown,  and  re- 
port an  estimate  of  cost.     Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  provide  accommodations  for 
class  instruction  in  drawing  in  the  upper  story  of 
City  Hall,  Charlestown.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  8344.35  for  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  delegation  from  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order  for  widening  Shawmut  avenue, 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc.  No. 
37.)  Accepted,  and  the  question  was  upon  giving 
said  resolve  and  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  I  understand  the 
reading  of  this  order,  Shawmut  avenue  is  to  be 
widened  upon  the  left  or  easterly  side  between 
Dudley  and  St.  James  streets,  to  the  extent  of 
about  sixteen  feet,  or  varying  from  two  or  three 
to  sixteen  feet.  I  am  very  familiar  with  this 
portion  of  the  street,  and  this  widening  seems  to 


me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary— one  which  injures 
the  beauty  of  that  part  of  the  city  very  much. 
The  sidewalk  is  lined  w  ith  a  row  of  large  elm  trees. 
in  fine  condition,  making  a  shady,  pleasant  street, 
and  this  widening  will  completely  destroy  the 
beauty  of  that  part  of  Shawmut  avenue,  and  ac- 
complish no  purpose  except  taking  away  a 
slight  bend  or  curve  in  the  street,  "it  does' not 
widen  the  street  very  much,  and  does  not 
straighten  it  at  all.  This  policy  of  widen- 
ing streets  without  reference  to  the  lay  of 
the  land  has  been  carried  too  far,  and 
the  Street  Committee  are  too  much  given  to  look- 
ing at  the  lines  on  the  plans  at  the  commission- 
ers' office,  rather  than  at  the  lay  of  the  land  itselt. 
It  strikes  me  that  if  this  matter  is  pressed  it  will 
do  a  great  injury  to  a  shady  street  by  cutting 
away  the  trees.  1  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
so  much  of  the  resolve  and  order  as  includes  the 
first  three  items,  covering  the  property  of  T.  J. 
Dunbar.  Charles  F.  Bradford  and  Frederick 
Guild.  I  think  those  lots  are  the  only  ones  the 
taking  of  which  seriously  injure  the  street. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7-  The'Comniittee  on  Streets 
are  not  anxious  that  this  matter  should  be 
passed  upon  tonight,  and  if  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  the  order  will  lie  over,  and 
we  can  have  the  plans  here  next  Thursday  night, 
so  that  members  of  the  Council  can  judge  for 
themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  the  resolve  and 
order  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— This  ordinance  is  an  at- 
tempt to  amend  an  ordinance  which  provides  that 
no  manure  shall  be  removed  between  the  1st  day 
of  May  and  .the  1st  day  of  November,  except  be- 
tween twelve  o'clock  ;.t  night  and  two  bonis  after 
sunrise.  In  a  city  as  large  as  tliis-one  now  is,  with 
all  the  extensions  leceutly  made,  it  has  been 
found  that  that  ordinance  is  a  hardship,  and 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  therefore  recom- 
mended the  passage  of  the  ordinance  before  us 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  that 
hardship  and  providing  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Health  might  grant  a  written  permit  when  he 
might  think  it  advisable  for  the  removal  of  ma- 
nure at  other  times.  When  the  matter  was  before 
the  committee  they  were  of  opinion  tli.it  this 
defect  bad  been  cured  in  some  way.  but  he  could 
not  find  the  ordinance  that  had  done  so.  Since 
then,  however,  the  ordinance  has  been  called  to 
my  attention  which  provides  that  manure  might 
be  removed  at  other  times  with  a  permit  from  the 
Board   of   Health,  so  that   the  evil  which   it  was 


the  report  and  the  ordinance  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Report  recommending  the  amendment  of  an 
order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of 

for   a  tiansferol    S25,t t  hei  el  or.  b\  s|  i  ikingcut 

"tianstei-red    for  that  purpose    from'the  Ueservod 


ings  as  well  as  land. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should 
from  the  committee  wdio  have 
charge  what  the  reasons  are  for 
tion.  I  have  heard  no  explanatu 
made  which  is  satisfactory  to  n 
stand  it,  this  is  an  appropriation  : 
of  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital ; 
the  committee  who  have  this  m 
will  explain  the  necessity  for  it,  at 
compelled  to  vote  upon  it  in  one 
other,  1  should  be  glad  to  hear  soiu 
tion. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  D-The   expl 


committee  whether  the  location  of  the  site  is  to 
be  in  their  hands,  or  whether  the  matter  is  to 
come  to  the  City  Council  for  decision. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  think,  if  I  understand 
the  reading  of  tbe  order,  it  provides  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor— in  whom  I  have  the  most  implicit 
confidence,  I  desire  to  say  that  here— shall  fix  the 
place  for  the  location  of  a  .-mallpox  hospital,  and 
that  the  City  Council  shall  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it.    Am  I  not  right  in  my  conclusion? 

The  Chair — That  appears  to  be  the  case  from  the 
reading:  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5 — From  that  conclusion  I 
dissent.  I  believe  the  people  have  some  rights  in 
regard  to  the  location  of  a  smallpox  hospital,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  agree  with  the  conclusion 
that  it  shall  be  left  in  that  way. 

The  Chair— For  the  information  of  the  gentle- 
man the  Chair  would  state  that  the  order  provides 
that  the  selection  shall  be  approved  bv  the  Board 
of  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  shall  object  to  that.  I 
have  no  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Health  as  con- 
stituted today. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  "Ward  G— I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  He  is  not  speaking  to  the  question  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion of  order.    When— 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  "Ward  6  will 
state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  "Ward  6— As  I  understand  it  the 
question  is  not  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 
This  order  has  been  passed  once  by  this  Council, 
and  the  question  now  is  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on 
neither  of  which  amendments  is  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  speaking. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5— "When  an  amendment  is 
offered,  it  opens  the  whole  question;  even  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  G  cannot  dispute  that.  I 
desire  to  be  Heard  on  that  question  and  request 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair  upon  it,  because  I  never 
wish  to  speak  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  would  also  like  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  upon  it. 

The  Chair— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  5  are  in  order, 
and  that  upon  an  amendment  the  whole  question 
is  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  desire  to  say  that  upon  a 
matter  as  important  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  as 
the  location  of  a  smallpox  ho-pital,  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  the  right  to  express  their  opinion.  It  is  a 
matter  in  which  the  people  feel  particularly  inter- 
ested, and  I  am  opposed,  in  every  particular,  to 
allowing  this  question  to  go  outside  of  the  ruling 
of  tne  City  Council.  I  have  no  desire  to  place  the 
hospital  iii  any  particular  location,  but  I  believe  it 
to  be  the  right  and  prerogative  of  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  elected  from  all  parts  of  the 
city,  to  say  by  its  majority  vote  where  an  institu- 
tion of  that  kind  shall  1"-  located.  I  have  no  favor 
to  ask,  no  particular  spot  for  the  location  of  a  pest- 
house  ;  but  I  have  a  right  to  ask  that  a  question  of 
so  much  importance  to  the  community  as  that 
shall  be  settled  by  the  City  Council,  by  the  two 
branches  in  concurrence.  I  am  opposed  to  its  being 
located  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  therefore 
have  raised  this  question.  I  hope  that  no  such 
proposition  as  this,  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Alderman,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Common 
Council  as  a  verdict  in  favor  of  allowing  his 
Honor  the  Mayor— personally  a  particular  and  an 
especial  friend  of  mine,  in  whom  I  have  the  great- 
est confidence— in  connection  with  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  allow  this  hospital  to  be  located  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  Common  Council.  "When  that 
matter  shall  be  in  order  to  be  debated  in  detail  I 
shall  desire  to  be  heard  upon  it.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  proposition  which  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Denny  of  AVard  9— The  location  of  a  small- 
pox hospital  is  not  left  altogether  with  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health.  It  includes 
the  Committee  on  Health,  which  consists  of  two 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  three 
members  on  the  part  of  this  branch.  The  reason 
why  the  City  Council  are  not  included  was  just 
this :  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  locate  a  small- 
pox hospital;  it  cannot  be  placed  in  any  neighbor- 
hood without  serious  objections  from  those  own- 
ing property  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  It  was 
thought  by  the  committee  that  if  825,000  were  ap- 
propriated, perhaps  for  a  sum  very  much  less 
than  that,  a  site  might  be  purchased  without  its 
being  known  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  used, 
and  in  that  way  the  city  might  secure  a  location 
for  a  hospital  without  the  people  knowing  it. 
If  the  location  were  to  be  considered  here,  a 
debate  might  sprirg  up,  remonstrances  would 
be   brought    in,    and    the    selection    of 


site 


might  be  prevented.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
City-  Council  was  restricted  from  voting  on  the 
question.  The  amount  is  only  S25.000  and  is  not 
such  a  sum  as  should  prevent  the  leaving  of  the 
expenditure  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  the 
Board  of  Health  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  If  it 
were  3100,000  or  3150,000,  it  might  be  different;  it 
would  be  too  much  to  leave  in  their  hands.  The 
amount  is  a  limited  one  and  it  is  to  be  applied  for 
a  specific  purpose.  For  those  reasons  the  power 
is  restricted  to  tbe  Mayor,  the  Committee  and 
Board  of  Health, 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed  to 
a  second  reading,  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
in  concurrence. 

The  order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  the  city-  a. id  county,  and  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  came  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  with  non-concurrence  of  that  branch 
in  the  amendment  providing  that  interest  at  the 
rate  of  nine  per  cent,  shall  be  charged  on  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  after  Jan.  1  next,  and  ad- 
herence to  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  as  fixed  in 
the  original  order  from  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Page  of  Ward  9. 

Notice  was  received  of  non-concurrence  by  the 
other  branch  in  the  passage  of  the  order  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  provide  free  open- 
ait'  concerts  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  S3500.    Placed  on  file. 

ADDIXIOXAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment for  half-past  eight  o:clock,  viz.,  the 
report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Pond  for  tbe  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  city  (City  Doc.  No.  17). 

The  quest' on  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  desire  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council  for  a  few  moments  only  in  re- 
gard to  a  matter  which  has  been  called  to  my  at- 
tention. In  the  remarks  which  1  made  a  fortnight 
agjo,  in  speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  Mystic 
Water  "tt  oiks.  I  stated  that  the  city  of  Charlestown 
charged  the  same  i  ates  in  places"  where  it  was:  at 
no  expense  for  distribution  pipes  as  within  her 
own  limits.  My  attention  ha-  been  railed  to  those 
remarks,  and  I  desire  to  make  this  explanation:  I 
find  that  although  the  water  rates  are  the  same  as 
within  the  hunts"  of  Charlestown,  yet  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  a  percentage  'is  allowed  to 
Somerville.  East  Boston,  Chelsea  and  Everett. 
Therefore  my  remark  that  the  water  rates  in  those 
places  are  the  same  as  in  Charlestown  was  not 
strictly  true.  I  have  no  desire  to  misrep- 
resent anything,  nor  any  disposition  to  decry  the 
Mystic  Wa  i  er  Works,  furl  have  heretofore  had  oc- 
casion to  say  very  much  in  their  favor.  I  find  that 
up  to  the  1st  of  June  there  has  been  paid  by  the 
city  of  Charlestown  to  those  four  places  an  aggre- 
gate sum  of  3150.000.  I  give  this  fact  to  the  pub- 
lic for  what  it  is  worth.  Whether  that  amount 
would  cover  the  interest  on  the  debt  that  would 
have  been  incurred  in  the  distribution  of  pipes  I 
do  not  know,  but,  as  I  said,  I  have  no  desire  to 
suppress  anv  fact  and  no  wish  to  decry  the  Mvstic 
Water  Works. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  had  not  intended  to 
say  anything  on  this  question  of  an  additional 
\?ater  supply,  but  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21,  when  he  addressed  the  Coun- 
cil a  few  evenings  ago,  in  regard  to  the  future 
income  to  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  the 
water  works,  if  we  should  have  an  abundant  sup- 
ply, led  me  to  look  some"  hat  into  the  question  of 
what  that  income  might  possibly  or  piobablybe. 
It  has  been  represented,  in  the  way  in  which  the 
account;  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  have  been 
presented  heretofore,  that  they  were  not  a  paying- 
institution,  and  that  the  water  rates  did  not  meet 
tne  current  expenses  and  the  interest  on  the  debt; 
and  the  result,  apparently,  has  been  a  deficit 
every  year.  When  the  result  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works  was  compared  with  that  of  the 
Mystic,  it  was  claimed  that  there  was  a  clear  sur- 
plus in  the  case  of  the  latter,  and  in  that  of  the 
Cochituate  that  there  was  a  loss  ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  really  made  it  appear  to 
us  as  though  the  Mystic  Water  Works  had  cost 
nothing,  while  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  had 
been  an  expense  of  millions  of  dollars  to  the  city; 
as  though,  in  fact,  any  works  which  pumped  water 
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up  hill  could  be  run  for  nothing,  while  gravity 
works  were  an  immense  expense.  He  made 
it  appeal  that  it  was  cheaper  to  pump  water  up 
hill  than  to  let  the  same  water  run  down  hill.  But 
it  appears  in  the  report  of  the  "Water  Board, 
which  is  on  our  tables— the  statement  is  also 
to  appear  in  the  City  Auditor's  report  this  year — 
that  by  taking  a  fair  account  of  the  expenses  of 
the  past  year,  our  Cochiruate  Water  Works  have 
produced  a  clear  income  over  and  above  expenses. 
It  has  been  the  habit,  in  making  up  the  accounts, 
to  include  in  the  expenses  of  the  year  all  such  ex- 
penditures as  the  laying  of  pipe's  in  Dorchester 
and  the  new  parts  of  the  city,  the  construction  of 
reservoirs  at  East  Boston  and  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  expenditure  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  togeth- 
er with  other  expenses  which  in  any  railroad  or 
other  corporation  it  would  be  proper  to  charge 
to  the  construction  account  and  not  to  cur- 
rent expenses.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  charged  in  with  the  current 
expenses  of  the  water  works,  when  they  were 
properly  apart  of,  and  should  have  been  charged  to 
the  construction  account,  which,  in  the  case  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Works,  was  closed  years  ago. 
This  year,  the  City  Auditor  has  taken  a  great  deal 
of  pains  to  separate  such  items  as  are  properly 
current  expenses  from  those  which  should  go  into 
the  construction  account,  nutting  aside  the  laying 
of  mains  in  the  new  parts  of  the  city  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Barker  Hill  Reservoir,  but  putting 
among  the  current  expenses  a  great  many  such 
items  as  the  laying  of  -ervicc  pipes,  which  perhaps 
snouldmore  nroperly  be  carried  to  the  construction 
account.  After  going  over  the  accounts  carefully, 
he  shows  that  during  this  last  year  the  receipts  from 
the  water  works  exceed  the  current  expenses  and 
interest  on  the  debt  by  about  $127,000.  Let  me  re- 
peat it:  The  sum  total  of  the  income  from  the 
water  rates  for  the  last  year  exceeds  the  current 
expenses  and  interest  on  the  water  debt  by  about 
8127,000— that  is,  the  water  works  have  produced 
us  that  clear  income  or  profit  for  the  last  year. 
That  amount,  you  will  notice,  equals  the  interest 
at  six  per  cent,  on  over  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, showing  that  the  water  works,  instead 
of  being  a  source  of  increased  taxation  to 
the  city,  are  really  a  source  of  income,  besides 
the  incidental  benefits  we  derive  from  them. 
Then,  in  regard  to  the  income  that  may  be 
expected  to  be  derived  in  the  future,  from  the 
water  works,  if  we  gel  an  abundant  supply.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  [Mr.  Kent]  made  a  state- 
ment the  other  night  that  the  Water  Registrar 
had  estimated  that  if  we  could  have  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water,  by  the  time  .Sudbury  River  shall 
be  brought  into  the  city— some  four  years  hence— 
we  might  count  on  an  increased  income  from  wa- 
ter rates  equalling  the  interest  on  over  six  million 
dollars.    I  went  to   the    Water   Registrar  to  learn 

?articulars,  to  find  out  how  he  reached  that  result, 
have  a  letter  in  my  hand  which  he  wrote  to  Al- 
derman Stebbins  in  which  he  says,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  natural  increase  of  the  water  rates 
is  about  eight  per  cent,  per  year ;  in  four  years 
that  would  be  thirty-two  per  cent.,  which  would 
amount  to  about  $275,000.  He  says,  in  the  next 
place,  that  we  may  expect  from  the  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbnry  districts  an  additional  income  of 
about  850.000  per  annum.  He  says,  in  the  next 
place,  that  the  use  of  hose  and  private  fountains, 
which  is  now  prohibited  by  reason  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  would  produce. in  increased  income  which 
it  is  safe  to  put  .at  $25,000  per  annum.  Moreover, 
he  says  that  if  we  had  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  there  are  very  many  wavs  in  which  it 
might  be  used  as  a  motive  power.  Many  such 
applications  have  to  be  denied  now.  Water 
would  be  used  for  elevators  in  hotels  and  stores. 
Reople  are  now  afraid  to  put  in  water  elevators 
because  they  do  not  know  but  that  the  supply 
may  be  cut  off  at  any  time.  Water  is  a  much 
more  satisfactory  means  of  driving  an  elevator 
than  steam  ;  it  runs  all  night ;  it.  can  be  used  at 
any  moment;  you  have  not  got  to  build  up  a  fire; 
turn  on  the  water  and  the  elevator  is  all  ready  to 
run ;  and  of  course  with  steam  there  is  the  ex- 
pense of  an  engineer  and  the  making  up  and 
putting  out  of  fires;  with  water  there  is  no 
danger  of  explosions  as  from  fire;  a  water 
elevator  is  very  simple  in  its  use,  a  boy 
can  manage  it;  water  is  perfectly  adapted  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  a  great  many  such  elevators  would 
be  used  in  the  city  of  Boston  if  people  could  count 
on  an  abundant  supply,  so  that  they  would  feel 
that  there  was  no  liability  of  its  being  cut  off. 
There  are  numerous  other  inechani.  al  purposes  for 
which  it  could  be  used, such  as  driving  the  presses 


for  newspapers,  and  in  factories  where  they  want 
to  run  certain  machines    at  intervals  or   perma- 


it  with  certainty.  Then,  again,  there  is  a  little  cheap 
water  wheel  which  can  be  used  to  run  sewing- 
machines  at  a  very  small  expense,  and  with  great 
relief  to  women  who  now  have  to  work  them  by 
their  feet— which,  I  understand,  is  very  bad  for 
their  health.  In  these  numerous  ways  water 
would  be  used  if  an  abundant  supply  could  be 
had,  and  we  should  thus  have  a  large  income  from 
its  use  as  a  motive  power.  Mr.  Davis  estimates 
the  income  from  this  source  at  $56,000  a  year.  All 
these  items  of  increase,  added  together,  make  a  to- 
tal of  a  little  over  $400,000  over  tlie  present  income, 
and  that,  as  Mr.  Davis  says,  is  equal  to 
the  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  on  the  stun 
of  six  and  a  half  million  dollars.  The  point  I  wish 
to  develop  tonight  is  simply  this:  That  our  water 
works  are  now  producing  an  income  equalling  the 
interest  on  two  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
the  current  expenses  of  the  water  works  and  the 
interest  on  the  water  debt,  and  if  we  could  have 
an  abundant  supply  we  may  count  with  certainty 
on  an  income  equal  to  the  interest  on  six  and  a 
half  million  dollars  additional :  that,  in  fact,  if  we 
should  bring  Sudbury  River  water  into  the  city, 
might  count  with  reasonable  confidence  on  the 


not  be  over  eight  and  a  half  million  dollars.  If 
this  S.idbury  River  or  any  other  scheme  should 
be  carried  out  and  not  cost  over  eight  and  a  half 
million  dollars,  the  additional  income  to  be 
derived  in  the  future  would  pay  the  interest 
on  that  eight  and  a  half  millions.  Now,  the  Water 
Board,  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Water  Commit- 
tee estimate  the  cost  of  the  Sudbury  River  scheme 
at  five  million  dollars — they,  perhaps,  estimate  it 
too  low.  But  we  may  make  considerable  allow- 
ance for  contingencies  and  yet  see  that  even  if 
the  expense  of  bringing  the  water  into 
the  city  from  Sudbury  River  does  not  exceed 
eight  and  a  half  millions,  we  may  expect  that 
as  soon  as  it  is  brought  in,  we  shall  forthwith 
get  enough  income  from  the  waterworks  to  pay 
the  interest  on  our  water  debt,  and  in  the  years 
soon  to  follow  we  shall  get  much  more  than  enough 
to  pay  the  interest.  I  have  put  the  matter  in  this 
light  tonight  because  it  has  been  represented  here 
that  we  were  going  into  a  great  scheme  of 
expense  which  would  increase  taxation;  but  you 
will  see  that  anv  scheme  for  bringing  an  abun- 
dant .supply  of  water  into  the  citv  is  not  going  to 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers.  It  is  a 
scheme  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  pay 
the  interest  mi  tic  expense  incurred.  It  is  an  inj- 
vestment  bv  the  citv  which  mav  lie  expected  to  pro- 
duce a  reasonable  re. urn.  \\  i.li  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferent systems  \\  hich  are  proposed,  that  is  a  very 
complicated  question.  1  have  felt,  especially  in 
view  of  these  facts,  and  0f  the  immense  conve- 
nience of  having  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for 
all  purposes— to  drive  our  machinery,  to  run  foun- 
tains and  water  the  lawns  in  the  suburban  parts 
of  the  city— and  in  view  of  the  danger  of  a  break 
in  our  old'  aqueduct — after  taking  all  those  ques- 
tions into  account— that  it  is  desirable  that 
done  at  an  early  time, 
and  the  committee 
lid  proper   attention  to  the 


something  should  be  il 
The  city  engineer 
on  Water,  who  have  pah 
matter,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  one 
scheme  is  the  best.  That  scheme  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  vote  of  a  former  City  Council,  and,  though 
we  have  the  power  to  reconsider  that  action,  yet  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  look  upon  it  no;  as  an  in- 
creased burden  of  taxation,  but  as  an  investment 
for  getting  this  water— not  whether  ue  could  s|Ve 
a  million  or  two,  or  a  few  hundred  thousand — per- 
haps tin'  best  thing  we  can  do  is  not  to  go 
back  upon  what  we  have  begun,  but  to  car- 
ry that  scheme  through  and  not  attempt  to 
bewilder  our  minds  with  these  figures  of  so 
many  gallons  of  water,  so  many  miles  of  con- 
duit, so  many  millions  of  dollars,  or  so  many 
square  miles  of  drainage  area — questions!  "hich 
carefully  and  honestly  cousid- 
who   have   made  a  special  studv 
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ered  bv  th 
of  the  eubjt 

have  shown 
in  this  matt 
an   immens 
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curred,  and  shortly  afterward  give  us  a  handsome 
surplus. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  there  is  any  one  thin" 
in  this  world  which  I  admire  it  is  flippancy;  and 
this  flippant  way  of  disposing  of  eight  or  ten  mil- 
lions of  the  taxpayers'  money  I  admire,  especially 
when  it  comes  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6. 
I  have  learned  something  new  tonight;  I  have 
learned,  if  it  is  true,  that  the  fountains  are  prohib- 
ited from  playing  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  account 
of  the  shortness  of  water.  That  is  what  the  gen- 
tleman says.  Now,  is  it  true  that  the  Water  Board 
i  the  city  of  Boston  ? 
for  the  first  time  to- 
night. I  have  never  yet  heard  it,  and  notwith- 
standing my  great  respect  for  my  friend,  I  think 
he  is  misinformed.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  true. 
I  have  seen  several  fountains  playing  today. 
That  is  the  best  proof  in  the  world.  Seeing 'is 
believing.  When  my  friend  states  that  this  little 
sum  of  eight  millions  that  he  speaks  of  is  to  be 
flippantly  disposed  of— have  we,  the  representa- 
tives of  an  honorable  constituency,  a  right  to  do  so? 
Have  we  a  right  to  dispose  of  eight  or  ten  millions 
in  this  flippant  way?  By  no  means,  sir.  He  says 
it  wdl  be  a  good  investment  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
Why,  tor  what?  An  investment  of  eight  or  ten 
millions— I  quote  him.  What  is  the  interest  on 
eight  or  ten  millions ?  Any  man  can  figure  that 
out  who  can  figure  up  what  it  costs  the  city  of 
Boston  for  its  money  today,  and  can  tell  'the 
natural  increase  for  four  years.  But  it  is 
going  to  take  four  years  tc  get  Sudbury 
River  water  here.  I  contend  that  t lie  sources  of 
our  supply  from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  todav 
are  abundant  for  The  wants  of  the  people.  Utilize 
them,  sir ;  make  the  most  of  them.  We  went  out 
to  visit  the  .Mr-tie  the  other  day  and  found  twenty 
millions  of  gallons  flowing  away  to  vaste.  Does 
that  show  that  we  need  any  more  in  connection 
with  Cochituate  ?  Are  eight  or  ten  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  be  disposed  of 
in  that  flippant  way,  sir,  when  we  are  called  upon 
to  vote  upon  this  great  Sudbury  scheme— the 
scheme  behind  which  the  people  do  not  appear? 
I  repeat  it,  that  behind  all  this  there  is  a  scheme 
of  speculation  which  is  not  seen;  there  is  a  scheme 
for  water  and  land  speculation  all  along  that  line 
which  does  not  show  itself  here,  but  which  will 
show  itself  and  be  proven  to  the  Council  before 
many  weeks  more  shall  have  passed  away. 
My  friend  from  Ward  6  says  that  if  the  Sudbury 
Biver  scheme  should  not  cost  more  than  eight 
millions  and  a  half,  that  the  income  from  the 
water  rates  would  pay  more  than  the  interest  on 
the  debt.  Well,  sir,  1  want  to  see  him  prove  it;  I 
want  to  see  the  figures  which  prove  that  fact;  I 
want  to  see  that  problem  wrought  out  by  the  rule 
of  three;  I  want  him  to  show  that  to  the  people 
who  pay  the  bills.  I  say— and  I  repeat  it  at  the 
expense  of  repetition— that  unless  we  study  this 
matter  more  thoroughly,  and  exami-  e  it  more 
carefully  than  has  been  done  by  the  Citv  Council, 
we  shall'  involve  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston  in  an  expenditure  which,  iii  mv  judg- 
ment,is  wholly  uncalled  for.  1  repeat  what  1  stated 
once  before  this  evening  and  at  a  former  meeting, 
that  if  we  will  utilize  the  waters  from  the  Cochit- 
uate and  .Mystic,  and  will  appoint  a  proper  board 
Of  inspection  to  save  the  waste- which,  I  say,  is 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  supply  todav— that 
every  drop  of  water  necessary  for  an  abundant 
supply  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  can  be  received 
and  will  be  received  from  our  present  sources  of 
supply.  All  I  ask  is  this:  that  an  independent 
commission  or  committee  of  this  City  Council— I 
do  not  care  from  what  source  it  may  emanate— 
shall  be  appointed  to  consider  this  question  and 
decide  whether  the  present  sources  of  supply 
are  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  people. 
Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  believe 
in  having  an  abundant  supply.  I  believe 
that  the  fire  which  devastated  mv  own  ward  to 
the  extent  of  sixty  millions  of  dollars  was  not 
caused  by  an  insufficient  supply  of  water.  By  no 
means.  It  has  never  been  proven  that  that  fire  or 
the  one  on  Essex  street  was  owing  to  an  in- 
sufficient supply  of  water,  but  by  the  improper 
use  of  it,  out  of  which  has  come  this  great  scare 
about  water.  I  call  it  a  scare.  Now,  sir,  I  say 
utilize  the  sources  at  our  command,  and 
we  shall  have  an  abundance  of  water  for 
half  a  century.  This  is  not  the  first  or  the 
second!  time  1  have  stated  that,  but  all  I  ask 
is  that  the  honorable  Water  Board  and  Water 
Committee  of  this  City  Council  will  under- 
take to  inaugurate  a  system  of  inspection 
which  will  show  to  us  that  one-half  of  the  supply 


is  wasted.  I  can  state  for  my  own  ward — the  ward 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  endeavor  to  represent 
in  part — that  one-half  the  water  which  goes  there 
is  lost,  is  not  used,  sir,  is  wasted.  Does  not  that 
show  to  me.  and  should  it  not  show  to  the  people 
of  Boston,  that  a  proper  inspection  of  the  water 
waste  should  be  inaugurated?  Bet  the  Water 
Committee  or  the  Water  Board  go  practically  to 
work.  I  care  not  who  they  are— many  of  theni  are 
my  best  friends — but  all  I  ask  of  them  is  to  take 
this  matter  into  investigation  and  apply  the  rule 
or  idea  which  I  have  suggested,  and  then  report  to 
the  City  Council  whether  the  one-half  of  the  sup- 
ply now  wasted  may  not  be  saved.  And  that,  sir. 
as  I  believe,  will  show  that  this  idea  of  an  in- 
sufficient supply  is  a  mere  scare.  "We  pro- 
pose to  get  a  supply  from  Sudbury  Biver,  which 
will  cost,  as  my  friend  fiom  Ward  (j  estimates,  at 
eight  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  I  undertake 
to  say  before  it  is  completed,  that  it  will  cost  at 
least  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  conse- 
quent damages  will  add  at  least  five  millions 
more.  And  where  do  you  land,  sir  ?  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  con.-equential  damages  will  be  un- 
reasonable, and  in  view  of  that  fact,  am  I  expect- 
ed to  vote  for  the  Sudbury  Biver  scheme?  By  no 
means.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  one-third,  one- 
fourth,  or  one-tenth  of  this  Council,  if  -  they 
examine  this  matter  with  the  thoroughness 
with  which  they  woula  examine  their  own 
business,  would  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  this  Sue  Ibury  scheme  is  a  si  eculation ;  I 
say  it  with  proper  consideration  and  after  delib- 
erate hesitation.  Believing  it  to  be  such,  I  stand 
here  and  make  that  statement.  As  long  as  I  have 
those  views  I  shall  support  them  until  convinced 
to  the  contrary.  I  believe  the  expenditure  for  the 
Sudbury  scheme  to  be  wholly  unnecessary;  but 
notwithstanding  that,  I  believe  in  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  and  that  it  can  be  received  from 
the  sources  at  our  command  today. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  pointed 
out  one  statement  of  mine  which  he  claims  was 
not  correct.  I  understand  from  the  Water  Regis- 
trar that  no  fountains  are  allowed  to  play  in  the 
city.  The  only  fountains  playing  at  the  present 
time  in  the  city,  unless  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
the  Water  Board,  are  those  connected  with  soda 
fountains.  There  are  no  out-door  fountains  per- 
mitted by  the  Water  Board  to  play.  The  gentleman 
might  know  that  the  Brewer  Fountain  and  those 
in  front  of  the  State  House  and  on  the  Fublic 
Garden  are  not  playing,  and  gentlemen  all  know 
that  they  do  not  see  any  fountains  playing  on  pri- 
vate grounds.    I  believe    that   the    fountain    on 


Mr.  President,  to  reassert  my  original  assertion  on 
that  point,  which  I  believe  was  the  only  one  the 
correctness  of  which  the  gentleman  attempted  to 
dispute.  As  to  flippancy,  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  gentleman  knows  what  the  word  means  or 
not;  f  am  unable  to  apprehend  how  my  remarks 
were  flippant.  As  to  figures,  I  nave  given  all  that 
was  necessary,  and  have  endeavored  to  give  the 
basis  on  which  they  were  made,  and  if  the  reporter 
has  them  as  I  gave*  them,  I  think  the  gentleman. 
in  the  coolness  and  deliberation  of  tomorrow,  will 
be  able  to  work  out  the  problem. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  always  appreciate  the 
virtuous  intentions  of  my  friend,  and  if  I  have 
not  brains  enough  to  comprehend  them  that  is 
my  misfortune  and  not  his  fault.  But  Chester- 
square  fountain  was  playing  today.  I  have  the 
best  proof  of  that  in  the  world;  I  have  seen  more 
than  five  fountains  playing  today,  notwithstand- 
ing the  statement  which  my  friend  has  made.  He 
is  misinformed.  If  he  would  go  around  among 
the  people,  sir;  if  he  would  visit  the  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  city  as  I  do,  and  see  the  fountains 
playing— in  addition  to  the  soda  fountains  which 
he  may  visit,  let  him  visit  the  people,  as  is 
my  custom  and  habit.  I  am  not  a  member 
from  Ward  6;  I  do  not  live  in  that  aris- 
tocratic district  on  the  hill;  but  I  am  one 
of  the  people  and  represent  the  people.  I  have 
seen  these  fountains  playing  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  My  friend  is  misinformed.  He  may  go  to 
the  Water  Registrar— a  most  excellent  man— but 
when  Mr.  Davis  states  that  no  fountains  are  play- 
ing he  states— I  will  not  say  what  is  not  true.  I 
have  proved,  sir.  that  the  fountains  are  playing 
today,  with  twenty  millions  of  gallons  of  water 
running  to  waste.  '  In  the  name  of  heaven,  where 
does  the  waste  water  go  to  ?  And  are  we  to  come 
here  and  vote  away  the  people's  money  for  nothing? 
Is  that  our  business,  sir?  I  am  in  favor  of  acting 
here  just  as  I  would  in  my  own  business ;  I  am  for 


367 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


an  economical  plan  that  shall  give  to  the  people 
all  they  desire  for  proper  purposes.  I  undertake 
to  say  that  my  friend  make-  a  statement  which  I 
call  flippant,  because  it  disposes  of  eight  or  ten 
millions  of  the  people's  money  which  I  think 
wholly  unnecessary  co  be  disposed  of  in  that  way. 
Mr.'Minot  of  Ward  IT— It  is  very  agreeable  to 
bear  the  gentleman  f  nun  Ward  ii  lejoicing  over 
this  newly  lai  i  egg.  and  listen  to  his  statement 
that  it  makes  no  difference  what  it  costs  the  city 
of  Boston  for  water,  because  ue  can  pay  for  it  by 
levying  a  special  tax,  no  matter  how  much 
it  may  be.  I  suppose  we  are  all  impressed 
with  the  magnitude  of  this  subject;  with  the 
fact  that  it  nearly  affects  the  health  of  thou- 
sands of  people;  and  that  it  will  involve  an  ex- 
penditure of  millions  of  money.  We  know  that 
if  it  has  a  right  solution  it  will  require  a  knowl- 
edge of  medicine,  science  and  finance.  If  there 
are  those  of  us  who  believe,  or  who  do  not  believe, 
that  the  simple  process  of  election  is  in  itself  a 
liberal  education,  or  who  do  not  believe  that  by 
the  simple  process  of  election  we  admire  the  com- 
plete knowledge  in  this  science  which  cither  men 
find  it  necessary  to  devote  the  study  of  a  lifetime 
to  attain — I  say  if  there  are  such  of  us  here,  they 
will  regret  the  position  in  which  we  are  placed. 
No  one  can  feel  this  more  keenly  than  I  do,  or  ac- 
cept tne  respiin -ibiliy  mine  reluctantly  than  I  do.  I 
have  a  full  sense  of  my  own  incompetence  to 
judge  of  this  question;  but,  by  the  theory  of 
our  government,  it  is  presumed  that  we  are  com- 
petent, and  it  would  seem  to  be  our  duty  to  think 
and  act  independently  and  to  the  best  of  our  abil- 
ity. Were  this  Sudbury  River  scheme  to  be  acted 
upon  tonight,  I  should  feel  obliged  to  vote  de- 
cisively against  it,  and  I  have  risen  to  give  my 
reasons,  not  that  I  rely  upon  their  strength,  but 
because  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them  decisively 
answered.  I  rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  advocat- 
ing any  particular  scheme,  but  of  examining  the 
merits' of  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  itself,  a  duty 
which  other  members  of  the  Council  seem  not  to 
wish  to  assume.  It  is  a  duty  which  is  not  agree- 
able to  me.  I  think  we  are  right  in  assuming  that 
those  who  arc  called  upon  to  produce  these  schemes 
should  show  conclusively  that  by  the  particu- 
lar project  they  offer,  we  are  to  get  the  purest  and 
most  abundant,  and  if  possible  the  cheapest,  sup- 
ply of  water.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Water 
Board  to  propose  and  ours  to  examine,  and  it  is 
not  vice  versa.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  itself. 
In  order  to  do  that  let  us  take  another  scheme  for 
comparison— and  without  reflecting  upon  the 
merits  of  any  third  scheme,  or  any  other  scheme 


the  Charles  River  scheme,  both  because  it  was 
originally  selected  as  the  most  available  source 
of  supply  by  the  Water  Board  and  because  the 
expenditure 'of  half  a  million  to  which  the  city  has 
already  committed  itself  is  available  for  either 
the  Sudbury  or  Charles  River  scheme.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  in  a  time  of  great  anx- 
iety and  excitement,  wdien  an  immediate  supply 
of  water  was  demanded  und.T  the  enormous  pres- 
sure of  a  scare,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has 
well  said,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture fcr  authority  to  take  Charles  River,  which 
was  considered  equally  available  with  the  Sud- 
bury River,  and  we  may  even  infer  that  the  pref- 
erence was  given  to  it.  The  application  was  made 
to  the  Legislature  under  the  feeling  that  immedi- 
ate action  was  necessary,  and  it  was  natural  then 
to  take  that  scheme  which  was  the  easiest  and 
presented  the  least  difficulties.  Opposition  to  the 
Charles  River  scheme  was  experienced  in  ihe  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature;  Sudbury  River  was 
therefore  selected,  and  an  act  was  passed  author- 
izing the  taking  of  it  as  a  permanent  as  well  as  a 
temporary  supply.  Sudbury  River  having  been 
taken  as  a  temporary  supply,  all  those  connected 
with  it  became  familiar  with  the  details  of  the 
scheme;  it  seemed  to  afford  an  adequate  supply, 
and  the  water  appeared  to  be  of  sufficient  purity, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  seemed  as  if  the  popu- 
lation on  Charles  River  was  greater  and  that  the 
mill  interests  were  larger,  it  was  necessary  to 
get  an  act  for  the  taking  of  Charles  River  and  this, 
in  view  of  the  nece-sity  of  immediate  action,  was 
deemed  an  insuperable  obstacle.  If  then,  Sud- 
bury River  were  taken  by  accident,  as  it  were, 
are  there  any  other  reasons  except  those  found- 
ed on  its  intrinsic  merits  why  it  should  have  been 
adhered  to  so  parsistently  since?  I  believe  there 
were  such  reasons.  I  believe  the  scheme  was  hon- 
estly selected  as  the  best,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 


think  that  other  than  honest  motives  have  con- 
trolled it.  But  I  believe  that  a  man  who  has  de- 
liberately-published his  opinion  upon  an  import- 
ant subject  will  have  a  Idas  to  justify  that  opinion. 
I  believe  that  a  man  who  has  painfully  and  labori- 
ously made  up  his  mind  will  not  actively  en- 
deavor to  prove  the  fallacy  of  his  own  opinions 
Let  us  look  at  the  advantages  of  Sudbury  River. 
They  are  all  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Water 
Board  of  this  year,  on  page  eight— the  amount  and 
purity  of  the  water,  the  excellent  storage  facilities, 
the  shortness  of  the  proposed  conduit,  its  cheap- 
ness of  construction,  and  the  comparative,  present 
and  prospective  freedom  from  pollution.  I  propose 
to  examine  these  advantages  seriatim.  Let  us 
look  first  at  the  amount  of  the  water.  The  amount 
which  Sudbury  River  will  furnish  is  forty  mil- 
lion gallons  dailv,  a  supply  which  would  seem 
entirely  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the  city  of 
Boston  thirty  or  forty  years  from  now.  It  is 
a  simple  calculation.  The  supply  which  we 
have  today  is  hardly  sufficient — about  eighteen 
million  gallons.  The'  water  consumers  number, 
perhaps,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people. 
If  the  population  shall  increase  as  it  has  hereto- 
fore done,  in  1904  it  will  number  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand,  and  will  require  three  times  as 
la  lire  a  -upply  as  it  does  today,  or,  in  other  words, 
fifty-four  million  gallons.  At  all  events,  the  sup- 
ply fioni  Sudbury  River  is  forty  million  gallons 
daily,  to  comnare  with  that  of  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  million  gallons  a  day  from  the  Charles. 
Let  us  look  at  the  purity  of  the  water.  I  am  one 
01  the-e  w  Iro  believe  that  the  great  increase  in  the 
mortality  in  1S72  was  largely' due  to  the  taking 
of  Sudbury  River.     I  believe  that   river   water 
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have  been  applied,  the  water  of  Charles  River  has 
a  -lirr'n  advantage,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  it  would  be  so.  because  its  volume  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  its  current  are  greaterthan  the  Sudbury. 
Perhaps  then,  in  uurity  rhe  Sudbury  possesses  no 
irreai  advantage  "over'  the  Charles.  Let  us  now 
look  at  the  storage  capacity.  That  of  Charles  River 
is  ten  billions  of  gallons,  or  live  times  that  of  the 
Sudbury.  We  find  that  when  the  water  at  New- 
ton becomes  impure,  we  can  then  move  up  to  Na- 
tick,  which  is  now  the  most  uncultivated  portion 
of  the  country.  The  Sudbury  seems  to  have  no 
advantage  over  the  Charles  in  this  respect.  Let 
us  look  at  the  length  of  the  conduit,  which  is  as  six- 
teen to  four.  Let  us  look  next  at  the  cost,  which 
in  the  ease  of  the  Subilury  is  five  million  dollars 
exclusive  of  mill  damages.  I  regret  that  the  sim- 
ple idea  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  scheme 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  1'eabody] 
was  not  more  fully  stated  by  him.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  basis  of  his  suggestion  was  that 
if  voubuv  the  Suuburv  River  today,  you  pay  double 
for  all  that  extra  supply  which  will  not  come 
into    use    till    eleven    yea  is     from    today.    It   is 


millions  today 
years,  at  the  end  of  "that  time  you  will  not  only 
have  paid  .ssk,(hiii,o(K)  in  interest,  but  still  owe  the 
eight  millions  which  you  borrowed.  It  is  thus  not 
economical  to  purchase  more  than  we  need  at 
once.  This  must  not  be  taken  in  its  broadest 
sense,  because  we  shall  use  some  of  the 
Sudbury  River  water.  I  suppose  the  mill 
damages  on  the  Charles  would  be  greater 
than  on  the  Sudbury;  but  there  is  one 
consideration;  the  money  you  expend  on  the 
Sudbury  purchases  only '  forty  million  gallons 
daily,  while  that  you  expend  for  the  Charles  pur- 
chases a  hundred' and  fourteen  millions  of  gallons 
a  day.  And  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
storage  reservoirs— as  the  Engineer  savs  is  pos- 
sible—will be  built  at  South  Natiek  with  a 
capacity  for  ten  billion  gallons,  so  that  the 
regular  flow  could  be  kept  up.  Therefore, 
it  would  be  rather  an  advantage  to  the  mills 
and  could  be  expected  to  reduce  the  damages. 
Now,  which  of  these  advantages  is  to  be  decisive? 
Is  it  the  cost  of  five  millions  or  three  millions?  Is 
it  the  aqueduct  of  sixteen  miles  long,  instead  of 
four  or   eight,  as   the  case   may  be?    Is   it   the 
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storage  capacity  of  two  millions  of  gallons  or 
ten?  Is  it  the  yield  of  40,00iU>on  gallons  or  114,000,- 
000?  But  in  addition  to  the  advantages  which 
are  claimed  for  the  Sudbury,  certain  difficulties 
have  been  suggested  as  to  the  taking  of  the 
Charles.  It  was  said  that  the  pumping  was  an  ob- 
jectionable expense;  but  by  looking  at  the  City 
Engineer's  report  it  is  found  that  the  natural 
cost  by  pumping  would  be  many  times  less 
than  the  interest  on  three  million  dollars,  which 
would  be  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  two 
schemes.  Another  objection  to  the  Charles  was 
that  the  water  might  require  filtration.  It  might 
require  filtration  !  but  it  has  been  shown  that  it  is 
as  pure  as  the  water  of  the  Sudbury.  But  it  has 
been  suggested  that  there  is  great  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining an  act  of  the  Legislature.  Three  years  ago 
a  committee  of  the  Legislature  refused  to  pass  an 
act;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  we  ap- 
ply for  an  act  today,  we  have  a  much  larger  rep- 
resentation than  we  had  three  years  ago,  and  we 
should  apply  for  one  in  a  greatly  modified  form, 
which  would  create  much  less  opposition.  I 
shall  be  asked  then,  if  we  are  not  to  vote  for  this 
Sudbury  scheme,  what  are  we  to  do?  I  reply  by 
asking  what  is  the  urgent  necessity  for  immediate 
action?  Is  it  because  the  aqueduct  is  going  to 
fail  us  suddenly  throughout  its  whole  length, 
or  burst  like  a  bombshell?  If  so,  where 
are  our  storage  reservoirs  by  which  we  can 
obtain  a  sufficient  supply  for  at  least  a  month 
if  not  five,  and  allow  the  aqueduct,  if 
broken  at  any  one  place,  to  be  repaired?  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  renewal 
of  the  aqueduct  was  as  urgently  insisted 
upon  in  the  report  of  lsiiii,  as  it  is  today.  It  is  not 
under  any  extraordinary  pressure,  and  for  four- 
teen years  after  that  report   it   has  continued  1 


us  to  act  at  once?  Have  we  not  today  the  same 
facilities  for  obtaining  a  temporary  supply  from 
Sudbury  River  that  we  had  two  years  ago?  Let 
us,  then,  before  taking  this  Sudbury  River  water, 
ascertain  whether  it  be  lit  for  the  use  of  this  city  ; 
whether  we  have  not  an  adequ  ite  supply  within 
our  present  resources.  It  is  probable  that 
it  has  now  become  too  late  to  advance  the 
work  this  season  and  that  nothing  will  be  done 
before  next  year.  If  we  find  that  there 
is  nothing  better  than  the  Sudbury,  and  after  ex- 
haustive examination  we  decide  to  take  it,  well 
and  good.  If  we  decide  to  take  the  Charles,  let  us 
go  to  the  Legislature.  Meantime  let  us  have  careful 
and  accurate  estimates.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
three  hundred  thousand  people  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture and  demand,  as  an  absolute  necessity,  the 
right  to  use  the  water  of  Charles  River,  and  it  is 
represented  that  the  city  of  Boston  desires  to  save 
three  millions  of  dollars,  this  act  can  be  secured. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  few  of  us  who,  if  we 
were  satisfied  that  we  could  save  three  millions  of 
dollars,  would  hesitate  to  wait  upon  the  Leg- 
islature, even  after  a  previous  rebuff;  and  I  be- 
lieve some  of  us  would  still  adhere  to  the  project 
if  we  had  to  wait  during  a  whole  session  in  order 
to  save  that  sum  of  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  evening  at  nine  o'clock. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  S.  B.  Heustis,  police 
officer,  S41.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  the  estate  of  John  Haven,  17,- 
501  square  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  Clif- 
ton street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  forty  cents  per 
square  foot.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  innii -red  by  the  Committee 
of  1872  on  South  Boston  Flats,  $275.  Passed,  m 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Mystic  Water  Hoard  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  sewer  to  convey  away 
the  impurities  which  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond 


frorn Winchester  and  Woburr,  etc, 
currence. 

ORDERS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  S225  in 
fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Companv 
H.  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on  Win- 
throp  street,  Cliarlestown;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollar-  in  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  <;,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No*  11  City  square, 
Cliarlestown  :  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
By  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water- 
Ordered,   That   the    Committee   on   Water   be 
authorized  io  report  in  print  ou  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  obtaining  an   adequate  supply  of  water 
from  the  Coehituate  and  Mystic  basins. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

FORT  HILL  WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  order  to 
place  the  Fort  Hill  wharf  in  charge  of  the  Paving 
Department,  for  storage  of  gravel  and  paving 
blocks,  until  it  is  wanted  for  the  extension  of 
Oliver  street,  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed,  in  concurrence. 


QUINCY   HALL   MARKET  BUILDING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  report 
thatit  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  pi  oposed  addition 
to  Faneuil  Hall  Market  Building,  on  account  of 
unexpired  leases,  was  taken  from  the  table.  The 
question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  believe,  sir,  that  I  had 
the  honor  of  introducing  the  order  which  caused 
this  report,  and  I  have  never  faltered  from  the 
faith  which  instigated  me  in  ottering  that  order.  I 
believe  it  to  be  entirely  practicable  and  feasible 
and  desirable,  and  that  the  Faneuil  Hall  or  Quincy 
Market  Building,  whichever  it  may  be  styled,  is 
susceptible  of  very  great  improvement.  I  believe 
that  if  one  or  more  stories  were  added  to  that 
building,  it  would  afford  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
very  large  income.  But  perhaps  it  is  not  desir- 
able this  year,  in  view  of  the  lateness  of 
the  season,  and  the  fact  that  an  exhibition 
of  mechanic  arts  is  to  be  had  there.  Never- 
theless, I  think  it  is  feasible  and  ought  to  be 
clone,  and  is  required  by  the  interest  of  the 
city.  Stiil,  the  committee'  have  considered  the 
matter  and  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  do 
it  this  year,  and  it  would  therefore  lie  best  for  the 
report  to  be  accepted.  Nevertheless,  I  shall  not 
give  up  the  idea  that  it  is  the  best  thing  to  do. 
At  the  proper  time  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
City  Council  to  utilize  its  property,  and  I  think 
there  is  no  property  m  the  city  so  'susceptible  of 
improvement  as  this,  with  a  view  to  an  increased 
income.  I  should  hope  that  whoever  may  be  a 
member  of  the  (  ity  (lovernment  for  another  year, 
may  again,  at  the  "proper  time,  bring  the  subject 
up  for  consideration. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

LAKE  COCHITUATE  AS  A  STORAGE  BASIN. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  f  ol'owing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  using  Lake  Co- 
ehituate as  an  intermediate  storage  basin  for  the 
purification  of  the  Sudbury  River  water,  in  case 
said  river  is  adopted  as  a  source  of  supplv. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constables  —  Moses  P.  Brown,  William  H.  Mc- 

Causland,  Municipal  Court  in  East  Boston. 

Special  I'olice  officers  —  Stephen  T.  Toner, 
Young's  Hotel  and  its  vicinity;  .lames  C.  McKie, 
Rove's  wharf;  Bailey  R.  Wai'dwtll,  Goodnov  & 
Roby's  wharves  ;  W  .  O.  Baxter,  Bunker  Hill  Bap- 
tist Church. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 
The  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of  Marr  Broth- 
ers &  Hale,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  39  Avon  street;  Metiopolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  construct  a  turn- 
out on  Shawmut  avenue,  near  Cobden  street,  and 
to  extend  certain  other  turnouts,  were  consid- 
ered, and  no  objection  to  the  petitions  being 
ottered,  they  were  severally  recommitted  ;  the  first 
to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  and  the  other 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  H.  Bademacher, 
for  leave  to  project  a  sign  sixteen  inches  from  472 
Washington  street. 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Buckingham,  that  the  firing  of 
torpedoes  in  the  streets  of  this  city  may  be  pro- 
hibited. 

To  the  Committee  on  Severs.  Phinehas  B. 
Smith,  for  extension  of  the  Marcella-street  sewer 
to  be  connected  with  the  sewer  in  Vale  street. 

C.  W.  Ryan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Maverick 
street,  between  Orleans  street  and  Jeffries  street. 

A.  J.  Bamfard  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Brook 
avenue  be  extended  to  West  Cottage  street. 

Andreas  Blume  et  al.,  for  a  sever  in  Warren 
street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  t lie  port  of  the 
Board.  Enoch  R.  puller,  for  leave  to  occupy 
voodeu  stable  for  three  horses  on  King  street, 
Ward  16. 

Lemuel  B.  Bradford,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stalileforonehor.se  on   Walnut  street,  Neponset. 

Mackrea  Shuren,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  at  No.  4  Texas  avenue. 

Philip  Lowden,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  five  additional  horses  on  Jenkins  street. 

Gilman  Page,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  twenty  horses  on  Boylston  street,  Ward  17. 

Daniel  Chamberlin,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Poplar  street,  Ward  17. 

John  Behan,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  new  street  near  corner  of 
Pnion  street,  Ward  19. 

Ladd  &  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  four  horses  at  236  Main  street,  Ward  20. 

John  Martin,  for  leave  to  erect  vooden  stable 
forthiee  horses  at  98  Levis  street,  East  Boston, 
in  place  of  smaller  stable  on  said  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  William  Patterson,  for  the  removal 
of  a  tree  in  the  Charlestovn  District,  in  front  of 
55  Warren  street. 

W.  E.  James,  for  the  removal  of  some  trees 
from  Eliot  street,  Ward  17,  near  the  Ellery  estates. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pari  no.  Patrick  Coyne, 
that  Sixth  street,  from  P  street  to  the  vater,  be 
raised  to  grade,  as  the  Water  Board  say  they  can- 
not lay  pipes  there  until  the  vork  is  done. 

D.  R.  Whitney  &  Co.  et  «Z.,that  the  streets 
around  the  new  Post  Office  be  watered  by  the  city. 

Frederick  Xickerson  it  al., that  Silver  street,  be- 
tween E  and  F  streets,  be  paved. 

Ezra  Farnsworth  et  a?.,  that  North  street  in  front 
of  North  End  Mission  building  be  paved  with 
wood,  as  the  work  of  the  mission  is  very  much  in- 
terrupted by  the  noise  in  the  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  C.  L.  Littlefield 
et  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and  lighted  on  Metro- 
politan avenue  at)d  Summit  street,  Ward  17. 

Alfred  J.  Anthony  et  "I.,  that  more  lamps  be 
placed  and  lighted  in  the  streets  of  Roslindale, 
Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survcu  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Gilman  Page,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Boylston  street,  Ward  17. 

Alpheus  M.  Stetson,"  for  leave  to  enlarge  the 
wooden  building  at  505  Broadvay. 


To  the  Joint  Committei  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  John  Q.  A.  Houghton  et  al.,  that  the 
playing  of  base  ball  on  Orchard  park  oe  pro- 
hibited. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Dennis  Ferguson,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  from  the  sidewalk  of  Fifth  street,  near  K 
street,  which  obstructs  the  access  to  the  passage- 
way in  rear  of  K  street. 

to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 
Mary  Holdeu.  Cor  abatement  of  taxes  of  1872  and 
1873  on  her  homestead  on  account  of  inability  to 
pay  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Sylvester  Bowman,  to  be  paid  for  land 
taken  on  Lincoln  street  in  Brighton,  and  for  grade 
damages. 

THE   FRANKLIN   FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Nathaniel 
Adams,  Charles  E.  Jenkins  and  O-myn  Brewster, 
a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
.Mechanic  Association,  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  said 
association  April  1,  1874.  transmitting  the  follow- 
ing preamble  anil  vote,  which  was  adopted  at  said 
meeting : 

Whereas,  The  Franklin  Fund  was  originally 
donated  to  the  town  of  Boston  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  worthy  voung  marr  ■■,[  m-chanies;  and 

Whereas.  Said  fund  has  increased  to  nearly 
§200,000,  under  the  careful  management  of  our 
city  authorities,  withou.  having  been  much  used 
by 'the  class  it  was   designed  to  benefit ;  therefore 

Voted,  That  the  Government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  be  request- 
ed to  consider  and  report  to  a  future  meeting  a 
comprehensive  plan  by  which  some  portion  of  the 
Franklin  Fund  may  be  safely  invested  in  build- 
ings for  mechanics  home-,  <>>■  otherwise,  bv  con- 
ference with  the  officer-  having  charge  of  said 
fund,  to  the  end  that  by  -  ome  human  "ingenuity 
the  grand  design  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  i  rinter, 
to  aid  young  mechanics,  may  lie  accomplished.  ' 

Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  "\\  orthington,  Cutter  and  Prescott. 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR    PUBLISHING     THE    OFFICIAL 
REPORT. 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

To  the  Honorable  Hoard  or'  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Gentlemen — In  the  Daily  Advertiser  of 
the  10th  inst.,  was  published  the  following: 

Sealed  proposals  will  he  icceived  at  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  Printing,  City  Hall,  until  Mon- 
day, June  15,  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  for  making- 
careful  anil  accurate  reports  of  the  public  pro- 
ceedings and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  at  regular  and 
special  meetings,  and  printing  said  reports  in  one 
of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on  the  same  or  the 
following  day  ;  and  al-o  supplying  300  copies,  re- 
printed in  form  of  samples  to  be  seen  in  the  office 
above-named.  The  committee  reserve  the  right  to 
reject  any  or  all  proposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

In  accordance  with  the  requisites  of  this  adver- 
tisement, we  submitttd  to  tin  Committee  on  Print- 
ing a  proposal  to  perforin  the  same.  Our  bid,  we 
understand,  was  much  lower  than  that  of  any  oth- 


a  gross  injustice,  and   not  in  accordance  vith  the 
spirit  of  the  law. 

We,  therefore,  petition  your  honorable  body 
that  an  investigation  be  made  into  the  doings  of 
this  committee,  and  that  the  contract  be  awarded 
to  us  if,  upon  examination,  it  be  found  that  we 
are  the  lowest  bidders,  and  qualified  to  perform 
the  work  required. 

Respectfully, 
The  Globe  Publishing  Company, 
by  H.  E.  Townsend,  Treasurer. 

Boston,  June  22, 1874. 

The  Chairman— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  this  petition  to  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee? 

Alderman  Stebbins — Perhaps  before  we  have  a 
special  committee  appointed,  we  had  better  hear 
some  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing.  I 
do  not  understand  that  the  contract  has  been 
awarded  to  any  one. 

The  Chairman— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  this  petition  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Committee  on  Pr.nting  whether  the  facts  set 
forth  in  that  petition  are  true. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  I'rescott,  the  Chair- 
man read  the  petition  again. 
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Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  inquire  whether 
the  contract  lias  lieen  awarded. 

Alderman  Power — In  reply  to  that  inquiry  I 
would  state  that  the  contract  has  not  been  signed 
by  me  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing-. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  have  full  power  to 
make  a  contract  without  coining  to  this  Board,  as 
the  Older  now  stands.  The  committee  voted  to 
award  this  contract  to  the  Evening  Transcript. 
Tin- contract  is  to  be  made  in  a  form  somewhat 
different  from  that  in  which  it  was  made  last  year, 
and  for  that  reason  it  is  now  being  perfected  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  and  has  not  yet  come  to  me  for 
my  signature.  The  facts  as  set  forth  in  that  peti- 
tion are  ostensibly  true,  at  least  it  would  now 
appear  as  though  the  statement  there  made, 
that  the  Globe  newspaper's  proposal  was  lower 
than  the  Transcript's— was  true.  The  committee, 
in  awarding  the  contract  to  the  Transcript,  put  in 
a  proviso  in  order  to  more  nearly  comply  with  the 
power  that  they  hail.  They  have  power'  to  spend 
only  s6(ini);  they  are  limited  to  spending  that 
amount  for  publishing  an  abstiact  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Government.  The  proposals  were 
made  for  so  much  per  column  for  printing  in  the 
paper,  and  so  much  per  sheet  for  the  slips  that  you 
have  upon  your  desks.  Of  course,  if  the  work  is 
done  in  that  way,  there  is  no  knowing  what 
the  cost  of  printing  would  be  during  the 
entire  year.  It  would  depend  entirely  on 
the  amount  of  business  done  by  this  Board 
and  the  other  branch,  whether  the  sum  would  be 
less  than  SCOOO  or  not.  The  committee,  in  award- 
ing the  contract  to  the  Transcript,  stipulated  that 
it  should  be  done  at  a  price  not  exceeding  sooon, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  anybody  could  say  whether 
it  would  exceed  sow in  if  the  contract  were  given 
to  the  ('-Mobe  at  the    price   per    column  which  was 


lowest;  but  the  majority  of  the  committee,  tor 
good  and  sufficient  reasons,  as  they  supposed, 
gave  the  contract  to  the  Transcript.  Various  ar- 
guments were  brought  up  by  the  majority  to  jus- 
tify their  action.  I  am  prepared  to  defend  ab- 
action I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  but  I  have  no 
objections  to  an  investigation  by  a  special  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  or  some  other  member  of  the  committee 
what  the  proposals  were  per  column  from  the 
various  parties  who  bid  for  the  contract? 

Alderman  Power— The  proposals  per  column 
were  such  that  the  Globe's  bid  was  twenty-five 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Transcript.  The 
Globe's  bid  was  seven  dollars  and  a  half  and  the 
Transcript's  ten  dollars  per  column  for  the  same 
kind  of  type ;  and  as  near  as  we  could  get  at  it, 
taking  tlie  last  year's  liu.iuc«a.  an  average,  it 
would  make  a  difference  somewhere  from  fifteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars  in  the  cost 
by  printing  the  matter  in  the  Globe.  I  would  say 
further  that  we  ascertained  from  both  of  those 
newspapers  their  circulation,  and  that  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  action  of  the  majority.  The 
circulation  of  the  Globe  was  represented  to  be 
four  thousand  and  some  odd  hundreds,  and  that 
of  the  Transcript  nine  thousand  and  some  odd 
hundreds.  They  also  insisted  >n  putting  into  the 
contract  the  proviso  that  in  no  case  should  the  ex- 
pense exceed  six  thousand  dollars,  as  we  had  the 
right  to  spend  only  that  amount.  The  committee 
put  the  proviso  lii  so  that  the  cost  should  come 
within  six  thousand  dollars  and  the  contract  is 
to  be  made  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Hall— If  I  understand  this  report 
aright,  it  is  that  one  paper  offers  to  publish  the 
report  at  $7.5(1  a  column  and  another  for  S10;  and 
because  one  happens  to  be  a  religious  paper  and 
has  an  out-of-town  circulation,  the  committee 
vote  to  award  the  contract  to  that  paper,  provid- 
ing the  cost  does  not  exceed  soooo.  That  maybe 
good  policy  for  the  City  Government  wf  Boston  to 
pursue,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  intimate  that  he  doe.  not  agree  to  it.  I 
should  hope  that  the   committee  will  ta 
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I  see  bv  the  order  that  they  have  no  reason  to  come 
to  this  Government.  I  move  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  a  joint  -peeial  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbms— I  hope  the  matter  will  go 
to  the  Joint,  Committee  on  Printing.  It  seems  to 
me  that  they  have  a  full  knowledge  bearing  upon 
the  subject,  and  can  give  more  definite  informa- 
tion than  could  a  special  committee  of  the  Govern- 
ment. After  the  explanation  of  the  chairman,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  was  possible  for  the  committee 
to  have  come  to  any  other  conclusion.  They  looked 


into  all  the  facts  bearing  upon  the  case.  As  the 
chairman  has  stated. one  paper  circulates  intliecitv 
about  40110  copies,  and  the  other  about  10,000.  1  think 
the  circulation  of  the  Transcript  is  mostly  con- 
fined to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  report, 
if  published  in  that  paper,  will  reach  a  larger 
number  of  readers  in  the  city.  I  think  there 
is  also  an  advantage  in  having  the  reports 
published  in  an  evening  paper,  as  on  the  morning- 
after  the  session  the  reporter  can  compare  his 
notes  with  these  of  the  City  Clerk  or  the  clerk  of 
the  Common  Council,  which  is  now  clone  very 
often,  I  understand,  to  insure  accuracy.  This 
could  hardly  be  done  after  a  long  session  of  either 
branch,  if  the  reports  were  published  in  a  morn- 
ing paper.  Therefore  I  hope  the  Board  will  stand 
by  the  report  of  the  committee  in  awarding  the 
contract  to  the  Transcript.  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Alderman  Peters— Although  1  think  the  action 
of  the  committee  is  right,  still  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  petition  should  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee.  It  is  for  an  investigation  of  the  doings 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  refer  it  to  that  committee. 

Alderman  Worthiiigton — I  hope  this  matter  will 
either  be  referred  to  some  other  committee  or  that 
the  parties  be  given  a  hearing  before  this  Board. 
Our  committee  have  had  three  different  meetings 
and  have  talked  the  matter  over  very  thoroughly 
on  every  point.  AVe  can  do  nothing  different.  I 
was  fortunately  one  of  the  minority.  I  differed 
with  the  majority,  and  I  should  differ  with  them 
if  the  subject  came  before  us  again.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  advertised  for  bids  from  papers  com- 
petent to  do  the  work,  and  that  the  committee 
were  bound  to  give  it  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  con- 
sidered that  the  Globe  was  competent,  and  I  voted 
with  the  minority;  but  three  members  of  the  com- 
mittee voted  in  the  majority  and  gave  the  contract 
to  the  Transcript.  Therefore,  if  it  conies  back 
to  us,  we  should  do  nothing  different  from 
what  we  have  done.  I  could  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  give  the  contract  to  the  paper  that  we 
did;  others  thought  differently.  1  have  not  yet 
changed  my  mind,  and  I  do  not  think  the  chair- 
man of  the  "committee  has  changed  his  opinion. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  idle  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  My  own 
preference  would  be  for  giving  the  petitioners  a 
hearing   before  the  full  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  that  does 
not  reach  the  point,  because  it  requires  the  con- 
current action  of  both  branches.  Afer  this  Board 
shall  have  heard  the  parties,  they  would  have  to 
beTieard  by  the  Common  Council.'  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  content  ourselves  with  the  expla- 
nation given  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  give  the  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw,  or  refer 
the  petition  to  a  special  committee.  I  move  that 
the  petitioners  be  given  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  Chairman — The  motion  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  is  in 
order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  withdraw  that  motion. 

Alderman  Hall— I  move  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  special  committee,  and  upon  that 
I  call  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  prevailed— yeas  11,  nays  1,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Alderman  Pig-clow.  Brooks, Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins, 
Wwrtiiington— 11. 

Nay— Alderman  Peters — 1. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Hall  and 
Prescott  said  committee  on  the  Dart  of  the  board. 


UNDERTAKERS   AS    AGENTS    OF  CEMETERIES 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  petition  c 


an  of  J. 
et  al.,  for  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
prohibiting  undertakers  from  holding  the  office  of 
agent  of  any  cemetery  within  the  city  of  Boston. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  petition  was 
referred  to  a  joint  special  committee,  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Power  and  Bigclow  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  the  fol- 
lowing streets,  viz.:  Cottage  and  Pond  streets 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Sumner  street,  Ward 
hi;  Chandler  street,  vacant  lots  near  Berkeley 
street;  Dorchester  avenue,  east  side,  from  the 
South  Boston  line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue;  Xeponset 
avenue,  east  side,  from  Park  street  to  top  of 
Pope's  Hill;  Adams  street,  between  East  and  Ash- 
wood  streets,  Ward  10;  Dorchester  avenue,  west 
side,  from  Field's  Corner  to  Centre  street ;  Boston 
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street,  east  side,  from  South  Boston  line  to  Up- 
havn's  Corner.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutteis  on  the  following  streets,  viz.":  Park 
street  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad,  Ward  16;  Savin  Hill  avenue  from  Fleas- 
ant  street  to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  ;  Shawmut  av- 
enue, School,  Amory  and  Boylston  streets,  between 
Egleston  square  and  the  Providence  Railroad. 
Severally  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  edge-tones,  pave  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  on  the  south  side  of  Princeton 
street,  between  Prescott  and  Chelsea  streets. 
Passed. 

Order  to  call  East  Castle  stieet  "Motte  street," 
and  West  Castle  street  ■■(  astle  street."    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Gaston,  receiver,  $47,000, 
for  Broad-street  land  damages,  and  rescinding  an 
order  of  Jan.  28,  1873,  to  pay  William  Litchfield 
842,450,  for  taking  said  property. 

Alderman  Hall— What  reasons  can  there  he  for 
giving  847,000,  when  the  original  vote  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  only   awarded  him  842.450? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  can  only  say  that 
while  the  commissioners  awarded  ^42.4.>0,  the 
party  refused  to  take  it  and  wanted  860,000.  The 
Committee  on  Streets  endeavored  to  look  into  the 
matter  and  learn  what  the  actual  value  of 
the  property  is  and  whether  or  not  the 
commissioners  have  made  a  mistake.  They  did 
investigate  the  matter  very  thoroughly ;  they  have 
been  six  or  eight  months  upon  it, "ami  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  looked  as  though 
the  commissioners  had  not  awarded  what  could 
rightfully  be  demanded,  so  that  after  a  careful 
investigation  the  committee  have  awarded  this 
amount  and  the  parties  have  agreed  to  take  it.  It 
is  the  best  possible  settlement  that  can  be  made 
for  the  city.  If  they  should  sue  the  city  in  all 
probability  "they  would,  as  other  parties  have  in 
the  past,  recover  a  larger  amount  than  the  com- 
mittee or  the  commissioners  have  awarded.  It  is 
the  opinion  that  this  is  a  just  award,  not  too 
high,  and  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city  to 
take  and  pay  that  sum. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  primary- 
school  accommodations  in  the  Prescott  District, 
Charlestown.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Superintendent  of  the  several  Charlestown 
bridges,  etc.    Ordinance  passed. 
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Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  Faneuil  Hall  -Market  building, 
on  account  of  unexpired  leases.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  using  Lake  Cochituate  as  a  storage 
basin  for  diffusion  and  purification  of  Sudbury 
River  water,  in  case  it  should  be  taken  as  a  means 
of  supplying  the  city. 

The"  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  was 
put  and  declared  lost,  the  Chairman  stating  that 
only  one  Alderman  had  voted. 

Alderman  Cutter  doubted  the  vote,  and  at  his 


I  think  it  will  answer  some  nonsensical  questions 
that  have  been  raised  in  this  Government  and 
particularly  in  the  other  branch.     It  will  be  a 

f;ood  thing  to  pass  that  order,  and  I  shall  vote 
or  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— That  does  not  seem  to 
be  a  good  reason  why  it  should  pass.  That  cer- 
tainly is  not  a  question  to  be  considered  at  this 
time.  We  may  not  have  Sudbury  River  at  all;  we 
have  not  yet  passed  upon  that  question,  and  why- 
should  we  go  into  discussions  of  that  kind  until 
we  have  voted  to  take  Sudbury  River?  If  we 
vote  to  take  Sudbury  River  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
running  the  water  through  Lake  Cochituate  for 
the  purpose  of  purification ;  but  until  that  time 
comes  I  hardly  think  it  worth  while  to  take  up 
time  with  that  question. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  surprised  at  the  gentle- 
man taking  that  position,  as  he  has  been  advocat- 
ing every  order  in  regard  to  information  that  has 
come  from  the  other  branch.  He  has  tried  to 
push  through  order  after  order  of  inquiry  here, 
but  now  he  seems  to  think  we  do  not  nee'd  any 
more  information. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  understand 
that  this  is  simply  an  order  for  information.  It  is 
for  the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  send- 
ign  Sudbury  water  through  Lake  Cochituate— 
water  that  we  have  not  got  and  may  not  get  at  all. 
When  we  get  that  water  then  we  can  consider  the 


expediency  of  carrying  it  through  the  lake,  but 
until  then  it  seems  to  me  that  such  a  considera- 
tion is  not  proper. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  hope  this  order  will  pass, 
because,  as  the  gentleman  ha-  said,  it  will  explode 
some  of  the  nonsensical  orders  that  have  come 
from  the  other  branch  on  the  water  question. 
Now,  if  they  can  explode  anything,  let  them  do  so, 
for  the  reason  that  it  can  *be  done  without  any 
great  expense.  The  committee  can  tell  whether  it 
is  practicable  or  not.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  report  in  print 
on  subject  of  the  capacity  of  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate lakes,  for  an  adequate  water  supply  for  all 
seasons.    Passed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  Sl'JS2.ss.  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  for  the  month  ending  July  1.  The 
accounts,  having  been  duly  audited  were  approved 
by  the  Board,  and  ordered  paid. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  R.  Williams  and  Charles 
P.  Johnson,  constables,  being  presented  duly  cer- 
tified by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  approved  by  the 
Board. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

On  the  petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines 
and  boilers  by  Bartlett  &  Horsford,  at  corner  of 
Washington  and  boylston  streets,  and  Calvin  C. 
Kimball",  19  Spring  lane,  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  to  all  parties  interested  on 
July  13,  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Petitions  were  received  from  Aaron  D.  Capen 
and  E.  W.  Capen  for  assessment  of  damages 
caused  bv  the  taking  of  portions  of  their  estates, 
in  AVarcl  16,  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  for  the  lo- 
cation of  the  Shawmut  branch  Railroad.  On  said 
petitions  orders  of  notice  were  passed  that  the 
Board  will,  on  Monday,  July  13,  next,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.,  proceed  to  consider  the  prayer  of 
said  petitioners  and  assess  damages  as  prayed  for. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE   MUNICIPAL  COURTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Judges 
of  the  Municipal  Courts  recently  establisned  "by 
the  Legislature  in  this  county,  notifying  the  Board 
of  the  appointment  of  officers  to  serve  the  pro- 
cesses and  attend  the  sittings  of  said  couits,  and 
requesting  that  said  officers'  compensation  be 
fixed  from  July  1,1874.  Bv  Judge  McKim,  West 
Roxbuiv  District— Constables.  Isaac  Jacobs  and 
CharlesP.  Johnson.  By  Judge  Baldwin,  Brighton 
District— Constable.  Nicholas  (.'.  Lynch.  Bv  Judge 
Bond,  East  Boston  District— Constable-,  Moses  P. 
Brown,  W.  H.  McCausland.  By  Judge  Burbank, 
South  Boston  District— Constables.  John  Rogers, 
E.  D.  Foss. 

The  communications  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

CONSOLIDATION     OF     THE    TWO    WATER    BOARDS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
five  o'clock,  being  the  majority  report  in  favor  of 
an  ordinance  to  establish  '"'The  Boston  Water 
Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  53),  and  the  minority  report 
adverse  to  said  proposed  measure  (City  Doc.  Xo. 
54). 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Alderman  Hall— The  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  city  of  Boston,  continues 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a  separate  organiza- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston,  uutil  it  shall  determine  to  unite  them  to- 
gether so  as  to  form  one  board.  I  would  like  to 
call  attention  to  City  Document  Xo.  31  of  March 9. 
By  an  order  of  this  City  Council,  the  Mayor  was  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority 
for  the  City  Council  to  unite  the  two  water  boards, 
and  having  received  this  authority,  I  would  like  to 
inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, by  what  authority  or  by  whose  direction 
legislation  was  procured'  establishing  a  commis- 
sion, instead  of  a  water  board,  as  contemplated  bv 
the  order  under  which  he  acted.  The  order  that 
we  passed  March  0  was  to  obtain  authority  for  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  water  board  similar  to 
the'boards  now  in  existence,  retaining  the  princi- 
pal features  of  both  in  the  formation  of  a  new  one 
and  not  an  act  enabling  the  Mayor  to  nominate  a 
commission— what  we  have  not  asked  for,  and  in 
my  opinion  what  we  do  n.  t  want  or  need. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  assumes 
that  I  passed  the  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  would 
inform  him  that  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
are  responsible  for  the  act  which  they  passed,  and 
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tli.it  the  chairman  of  the  Commit  tee  on  Legislative 
Matters  is  not 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  ask  if  this  act 
was  not  drawn  at  this  city  Hall,  and  at  the  in- 
stance of  those  having  high  authority  here?  If 
that  act  is  in  accordance  with  the*  order  we 
passed,  then  1  will  forever  hold  my  peace. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  is  substantially  the 
same  as  that  presented  to  the  Legislature, 
although  some  amendments  were  made  to  it  by 
that  body,  But  t<>  relieve  the  Alderman's  mind.  I 
will  say  th.it  I  hold  mv.-elf  responsible  for  all  the 


Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  City  Document  No.  41  to  sec- 
tion 1  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  under  ffhich 
we  are  to  establish  this  water  commission,  and 
have  them  compare  it  with  the  order  authorizing 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  this  au- 
thority, and  sen  if  the  act  \va-  what  was  asked  for, 
and  I  would  like  to  ask  them  whether  they  are 
going  to  give  this  commission  more  power  and 
authority  than  the  city  of  Boston  ever  gave  to  one 
board,  or  more  power  than  has  ever  been  before 
given  to  three  men  in  this  Government.  I  will 
read  it : 

"Section  1.  The  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton may  establish  by  ordinance  a  water  board,  to 
be  known  as  the  Boston  Water  Board,  consisting 
of  three  able  and  discreet  persons,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor" 

To'be  appointed  by  the  Mayor— Is  that  what  was 
stated  in  the  order?" 

— —  "with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  City 
Council,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine." 

And  now  upon  the  question  of  wdiat  compensa- 
tion they  are  to  receive  I  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  refer  to  section  3  of  the  same  act: 

"The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Boston 
"Water  Board  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
terms  for  which  they   are   respectively  appinted." 

Is  that  in  accordance  with  the  legislation  that 
we  asked  for?  but  the  worst  is  to  come  yet. 

"The  said  Board  may  be  empowered  by  said 
City  Council  to  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
upon  the  city  of  Boston  with  reference  to  supply- 
ing saiil  city  with  water  or  of  the  Coehituate  and 
Mvstic  Wat'er  Boards;  and  is  also  empowered  to 
act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any 
or  all  things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to 
do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights 
and  other  property,  and  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  winks  and  appliances  for  supply- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  or  other  cities  and  towns 
with  pure  water." 

What  more  authority  could  you  give  aboard? 
What  more  could  you  place  upon  them?  They 
can  take  any  rivers  lying  within  this  district  that 
can  be  reached  by  a  conduit,  and  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  responsible  for  their  every  act.  Is  the  City 
Government  of  Boston  responsible  to  the  ?itizens 
for  this  act,  that  wejare  called  upon  to  adopt  this 
afternoon  ? 

Alderman  Peters— The  report  of  the  minority, 
while  containing  partly  my  objections  to  this 
water  commission,  leaves  room,  however,  for 
others,  which  1  shall  divide  into  three  portions, 
viz.:  First— My  reasons  for  opposing  commissions; 
Second— My  reasons  for  opposing  appointed  com- 
missions; Third— My  reasons  for  opposing  this 
commission. 

The  Aldermen  of  the  city  can  do  all  the  work 
which  can  he  performed  by  a  commission,  and  in 
my  opinion  this  present  Board  actually  give  more 
hours  of  their  time  in  city  work  than  do  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commissions  at  present  existing  in  the 
City  Hall.  I  know  this  from  actual  experi"iici\ 
Then,  also,  no  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men can  incur  any  expense  of  more  than  $500 
in  amount,  without  having  the  majority  of 
the  whole  Hoard  approve  of  such  expense,  andin 
case  of  joint  committees  not  only  a  majority 
of  the  Hoard  but  a  majority  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil must  also  vote  their  approval  before  any  such 
sum  can  be  expended.  Commissions  also  rur.  in  a 
certain  rut,  their  knowledge  of  other  business 
affairs  being  limited,  while  a  Board  of  Aldermen, 
composed  of  active  or  retired  business  men,  have 
a  wii.ler  knowledge  of  the  requirements  and  needs 
of  the  (dty,  and  are  also  better  posted  up  regard- 
ing the  business  of  the  city  as  a  whole  and  irs 
ability  in  each  year  to  incur  expense.  Certainly 
none  but  a  board  of  business  men  conversant  with 
the  outside  affairs  of  the  city  can  realize  the 
necessity    which   exists   in    Boston    today   for  a 


true  and  rigid  economy,  and  citizens  continu- 
ally coming  into  the  City  Government,  and 
many  of  them  with  large  property  interests 
at  stake,  have  more  reasons  and  induce- 
ments to  be  economical  than  men  employed 
on  a  salary  to  spend  other  persons'  nioiiev. 
Then  with  the  establishment  of  this  class  of  com- 
missions, with  power  to  expend  the  appropria- 
tions which  the  Council  may  vote  without  over- 
sight or  check,  the  City  Council  of  neee-sity  and 
as  a  matter  of  course  will  deteriorate,  the  Alder- 
men and  City  Council  becoming  mere  dummy 
bodies  to  vote '  the  called-for  sums,  and  a  lower 
class  of  men  will  be  elected  to  serve  in  those 
places;  men  who,  with  no  responsibility,  would 
lose  all  reason  for  feeling  an  interest  in  city  busi- 
ness, and  extravagance  would  be  the  rule  in  City 
Hall.  Boston  has  been  comparatively  free  of  cor- 
ruption, a  City  "Government  by  tin/  people,  of  the 
people  and  for  the  people"— a  true  republican 
city.  That  commissions  are  not  always  pure  is 
shown  by  the  facts  that  the  Brooklyn  Commission 
of  Charities  have  just  been  tried,  and  several 
convicted  for  malfeasance  in  office  and  fined, 
while  two  of  the  New  York  Police  Commissioners 
are  today  on  bail  for  alleged  unlawful  practices  at 
elections.  My  reasons  for  opposing  appointed 
commissions  are,  I  think,  of  a  still  stronger 
though  different  character.  By  the  original  citv 
charter  of  Boston,  which  in  my  opinion  needs  no 
altering  or  remodelling,  the  .Mayor,  while  given  a 
great  authority,  has  no  aggressive  pm\  w.  except  li- 
the head  of  police  to  act  as  the  Executive.  He  can 


their  action  except  by  his  consent ;  but  his  legisla- 
tive -power  is  not  only  limited  but  absolutely 
stopped.  He  can  advise  only.  But  by  giving  him 
the  appointing  power  he  is  really  given  the  legis- 
lative power,  as  his  influence  can  then  be  used  in 
what  may  be  called  the  legislative  part  of  the 
Executive,  which  in  the  details  of  a  city  govern- 
ment and  expenditure  is  the  greatest  part.  We 
also  introduce  into  municipal  politics  what  has 
been  proved  by  the  actual  knowledge  of  all  of  us 
to  be  the  great  putrefying;  sore  of  the  American 
body  politic— the  power  of  patronage.  The  mot- 
to, "to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  will  become 
the  order  of  the  day  and  a  great  contest  will  be 
made  every  year  for  the  office  of  Mayor  with  the 
direct  understanding  that  the  fortunate  candidate 
rewards  those  who  worked  for  him,  with  the  of- 
fices which  he  will  have  in  his  gift,— a  fact  demor- 
alizing to  all  parties  and  more  demoralizing  to  the 
Mayor  himself,  who.  if  wishing  a  reelection,  must, 
unless  he  is  more  than  human  (and  even  then 
lie  would  soon  be  forced  down  to  that  level), 
nominate  for  the  influential  and  important 
offices  in  his  gift  those  men  who  he  knew 
would  work  to  that  end,  and  they  would 
be  nominated  with  that  direct  understanding. 
The  Mayor  of  New  York  has  a  large  patronage. 
and  all  the  newspapers  of  that  city  have  occupied 
much  space  on  this  point.  About  three  weeks  ago 
a  Commissioner  of    Public  Parks  resigned.    He 
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Ty  much  blamed   for   resigning   during  the 
if    Mayor  Havemeyer,  ' 


Ma 


had  the  nomination  of  his  succes 
thought  that  he  should  have  remained  to  the  end 
of  his  term  rather  than  hive  the  Mayor  appoint 
his  successor.  However.  Air.  Wales  did  resign,  and 
Mayor  llavemeyei  appointed  David  Slowai  f,  pres- 
ident of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Association. 
in  his  place,  as  it  was  supposed!  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  Mr.  Havemeyer  should  be  re- 
nominated and  that  the  different  city  depart- 
ments should  work  for  his  renomination.  The 
Times  remarks  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wales  will 
doubtless  serve  to  call  attention  to  the  present 
condition  of  our  city  government:  "All  the  de- 
partments are  working  so  well  together  [it  says] 
that  the  president  of  any  one  of  them  would  be 
very  glad  io  dump  the  president  of  any  other  into 
the'  East  River.  *  *  *  For  this  encouraging 
slate  of  all'airs  we  are  solely  indebted  Io  Have- 
meyer—a  man  whom  everybody  believed  to  be  re- 
spectable in  1S72,  when  he  was  elected,  but  who 
has  pioved  himself  to  be  the  most  unprincipled 
and  dishonorable  man,  take  him  all  in  all,  who 
ever  held  the  office  of  mayor  in  this  city." 

The  power  of  confirmation  amounts  to  just 
nothing  at  all.  We  see  that  in  the  way  the 
highest  political  body  in  this  country  —  the 
national  Senate  —  confirms  the  President's  ap- 
pointees. Once  in  a  while,  roused  to  a  sud- 
den burst  of  concieutiousness,  they  may  re- 
ject a  candidate,  but  another  id'  the  'same 
stripe   is  soon  appointed   and    confirmed,    while 
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the  rejected  party  is  consoled  with  some  other 
berth.  To  -av  nothin-  of  the  right  of  the  people 
to  govern  themselves,  manage  their  own  property 
and  elect  their  executive  officers,  which  is  en- 
larged upon  in  the  report  of  the  minority. commis- 
sions, if  we  must  have  them,  should  be  elected,  in 
order  that  they  shall  realise  their  nearness  and 
responsibility  to,  and  dependence  on.  the  people, 
whose  servants  they  are.  A  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, having  some  business  with  one  of  the 
commissions  in  this  building,  was  allowed  to  sit  an 
hour  and  f oi  ty-five  minutes  in  an  outer  office  before 
he  was  called  in  to  see  the  commissioners;  and  in 
another  case  a  delegation  of  citizens  from  Wards 
17  and  W,  having  bu-ine-s  with  a  commission,  weie 
not  allowed  to  see  them  at  all,  the  commissioners 
sending  a  clerk  to  do  the  business,  and  refusing  to 
see  the  parties.  Both  tin-*''  commissions  were 
djijiointril.  The  New  York  Senate  at  its  last  ses- 
sion before  adionrnment  passed  a  bill  abolishing 
the  commission  of  three  upon  the  New  York 
State  House,  on  account  of  the  immense  cor- 
ruption that  has  been  developed  in  that  mat- 
ter, and  providing  that  the  governor  should  ap- 
point one  move.  This  system  also  is  an  attempt  of 
the  better  educated  ami  richer  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  relieve  themselves  of  responsibilities 
at  the  polls  which  they  have  no  right  to  evade.    In 


opposition  to  the  particular  commission  under 
consideration,  I  wi'l  not  enlarge  upon  the  origh 
or  authorship  of  the  statute:  suffice  it  to   say  tha 


the  authority  to  create  such  a  i  nmniis-uon  as  con- 
templated was  not  what  it  was  meant  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  that  the  City  Council  should 
understand.  I  object  to  the  number  of  the  com- 
mission— thi'p-e.  Every  one  conversant  with  com- 
missions knows  that  oh  every  commission  of  three 
there  is  always  one  weak  man..  He  in  teality  rules 
the  commission.  Whenever  the  two  sensible  men 
are  divided  on  a  question  the  voice  of  the  weak 
man  carries  the  day,  and  thus  often  three  large 
salaries  are  paid  for 'a  commission  of  one-jackass 


represents  a  present  property  of  about  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  and  '  a  contemplated 
increase  within  three  years  of  ten  millious  of  dol- 
lars more.  To  manage  and  properly  care  for  this 
property  there  has  been  a  Mystic  Water  Board  of 
five  persons  and  a  Cochituate  Water  Board  of 
seven  persons  elected.  It  is  now  proposed  by  this 
ordinance  to  unite  these  two  bodies  into  one  ap- 
pointed commission  of  three  persons,  which  num- 
ber, if  a  unanimous  vote  were  required  in  all  cases 
of  expenditure,  might  be  sufficient  If  the  water 
works  were  completed  and  a  supply  secured  for 
the  city,  but  is  altogether  an  improper  manner  of 
constituting  said  commission  or  board  either  from 
the  number  composing  the  same  or  in  the  way  in 
which  they  are  created!  member-.  Then  again  the 
persons  favoring  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  (and 
I  here  wish  to  disavow  any  intention  at  this  point 
of  bringing  this  question  into  this  discus- 
sion), not  finding  the  Common  Council  quite 
so  docile  as  was  anticipated  have  taken  this  step 
towards  hastening  this  Sudbury  question  to  a  final 
settlement,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this 
commission  is  intended  to  precipitate  this  scheme, 
as  I  have  the  very  best  authority  from  one  favor- 
ing both  this  commission  and  tlie  Sudbury  scheme 
that  there  are  votes  enough  secured  in  the  Coun- 
cil to  carry  the  Sudbury  River  plan,  provided  that 
this  commission  is  constituted.  I  therefore,  in 
view  of  all  the  facts  I  have  stated,  protest  against 
the  creation  of  this  commission,  and  shall  vote  for 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  question. 
The  Cochituate  Water  Hoard,  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, I  am  told  by  those  favoring  this  commis- 
sion, needs  a  change.  If  so,  let  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  whose  duty  it  was  in  April 
to  have  reported  names  in  place  of  those  members 
of  the  board  who  before  this  would  have  retired 
had  their  successors  been  appointed,  nominate 
and  bring  in  candidates  for  members  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  and  let  affairs  remain  in 
their  present  condition  through  the  year.  Let  the 
City  Council  have  an  unhurried  and  unbiased 
deeission  of  the  great  question  of  the  water  sup- 
ply, and  then  if  best  let  the  Mayor  apply  to  the 
Legislature  for  leave  for  the  City 'council  'in  their 
wisdom,  and  not  in  the  wisdom  of  any  member  of 
this  Board,  to  join  the  Mystic  and  CocMtaate  wa- 
ter boards,  and  not  receive  a  Hobson's  choice  in  a 
compulsory  decision  to  be  made  in  favor  of  an  ap- 
pointed commission  of  three  or  nothing.  I  there- 
fore move  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
whole  question. 
Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 


on  the  question  and  the  motion  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Alderman  liigclow.  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  \\  orthington — 7. 

Alderman  Peters— I  now  move  to  substitute  the 
report  of  the  minority  for  that  of  the  majority. 
Before  closing  this  aiiair,  which  I  suppose  is  a'll 
arranged,  I  wish  permission  to  read  what  took 
place  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1873.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Alder- 
man Power],  speaking  of  the  Tire  Commissioners, 
said— 

"Commissions  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this 
Government.  It  was  against  that  system  that  our 
forefathers  rebelled  and  gained  their  indepen- 
dence. *  *  *  AVhen  you  make  commissions  you 
tie  up  yourselves ;  you  get  four  of  five  commis- 
sions here  and  you  Viand  five  or  six  thousand  men 
together  to  elect  whom  they  please." 

On  the  9th  of  October,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  [Alderman  Cutter],  who  was  then  in  the 
chair,  came  down  and  spoke  upon  this  subject. 
He  said— 

"I  did  expect  that  this  city  Government  would 
not  be  led,  like  the  Federal  and  State  govern- 
ments, into  commission  after  commission,  until 
we  have  so  many  officeholders  that  we  cannot  vote 
to  turn  out  a  President,  because,  in  spite  of  you, 
he  can  elect  himself  through  his  own  agency.  I 
did  not  suppose  this  state  "of  things  would  come 
from  a  republican  form  of  government.  Now,  I  say, 
the  nearer  you  bring  these  things  to  the  people, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city." 

And  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Alderman 
Power],  at  the  same  session.,  said— 

"The  principle  of  commissions  is  opposed  to  the 
sentiment  of  our  institutions.  Boston  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  pattern  for  integrity,  and  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  it." 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  little  feat  sometimes 
performed  at  places  of  public  entertainment- 
called  zampilla-aerostation,  in  which  the  perform- 
er, swinging  on  a  bar  in  the  air.  lets  go  and  turns 
a  somerset.  You  suppose  that  he  will  fall ;  but 
no,  he  very  acutely  catches  hold  of  another  bar, 
swinging  ready  for  him,  and  is  wafted  to  a  snug- 
little  perch  high  above  the  heads  of  the  people,  to 
whom  he  smiles,  and  bows,  and  kisses  his  hand 
condescendingly.  I  trust  for  the  honor  ami  hon- 
esty of  men  that  that  little  game  is  not  to  be 
played  here  today. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  hope  we  shall  establish  no 
more  commissions  iu  this  hall ;  but  if  we  do,  I 
think  we  should  establish  them  with  one  head. 
We  see  the  effects  of  commissions,  and  as  I  have 
learned  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  whose 
judgment  1  respect  very  highly,  we  have  seen  the 
workings  of  those  commissions  here,  and  the  ex- 
pense attached  to  them.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  says,  they  are  virtually  responsible  tofno 
one.  Now,  if  you  must  have  commissions  they 
are  better  and  less  expensively  managed  under 
one  head  than  under  three.  I  hope  this  ordinance 
for  the  establishment  of  a  commission  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  gentlemen  will  so  look  upon  this 
matter  that  we  shall  establish  no  more  commis- 
sioners this  present  year. 

Alderman  Hall— In  the  early  part  of  this  discus- 
sion I  called  attention  to  the  act  that  was  passed, 
and  argued  that  it  was  not  safe  for  the  city  to  give 
any  three  men  power  to  run  the  city  of  Boston 
into  debt  to  any  amount  that  they  see  fit,  without 
coining  to  the  City  Council.  What  limit  is  placed 
upon  these  men?  I  hope  the  minority  report  will 
be  substituted.  1  believe  it  makes  a  vast  differ- 
ence whether  the  City  Council  of  Boston  estab- 
lishes a  water  board.,  constituted  as  is  our  pres- 
ent board,  four  of  whom  are  elected  at  large  from 
the  people,  and  one  from  the  Aldermen  and  two 
from  the  Common  Council,  all  of  whom  are  chosen 
by  concurrent  vote,  or  whether  the  Mayor  nomi- 
nates and  we  confirm  his  nomination.  One  is  a 
democratic  form  of  government;  the  other  is  a 
one-man  government.  And  here,  in  misconstru- 
ing the  order  giving  the  Mayor  authority  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  and  obtaining  what  was 
not  contemplated  when  the  order  was  passed,  the 
wicked  error  lies.  The  city  charter  provides  that 
when  offices  are  to  be  filled,  the  Mayor  shall 
nominate,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Al- 
dermen. Now,  what  is  our  advice,  if  it  is  not  just 
what  it  says?  And  who  of  us  are  his  advisers  in 
these  matters?  and  what  is  our  consent,  but  our 
vote  to  confirm ?  Was  it  not  intended  that  those 
who  were  nominated  by  the  advice  of  the  Alder- 
men   should    be  passably  agreeable   to  those  who 
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are  to  confirm  them ?  It  is  a  perversion  of  lan- 
guage if  that  is  not  its  meaning.  I  wish  to  be 
understood  that  I  am  opposed  to  any  or- 
ganization that  removes  the  servants  of  the 
public  from  direct  accountability  to  the 
power  that  made  them,  and  more  opposed 
to  a  commission  that  is  not  elected  by  the  people, 
and  not  accountable  to  the  people:  and  further,  I 
am  opposed  to  having  public  business  done  by 
commissions  so  arranged  that  it  will  take  a  series 
of  years  and  perhaps'  a  lifetime  to  change  their 
policy,  should  they  become  corrupt.  And  why 
should  they  not  become  corrupt?  Is  human  na- 
ture rrav  different  in  Boston  from  what  it  is  in 
New  York?  Was  it  not  in  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  ami  in  commissions  that  Tweed  found  his 
best  opportunity?  And  if  we  continue  to  estab- 
lish commissions,  may  we  not  find  a  "Boss" 
Tweed  among  us?  It  seems  to  me  we  need 
three  men  to  be  Governor,  three  men  to  be 
Mayor,  three  men  to  be  judge,  three  men 
to  be  Chief  of  Police  as  much  as  we 
need  three  meu  to  constitute  a  water  board.  By 
corruption,  I  do  not  mean  bribery,  gain,  private 
interests  and  patronage  only,  but  the  political 
power  which  becomes  concentrated  in  these  com- 
missions. What  could  not  a  water  commission,  a 
public  works  commission,  a  fire  commission,  a 
board  of  health  commission,  and  the  other  com- 
missions which  would  be  sure  to  follow,  do  by  a 
little  concert  of  action?  Why,  sir,  with  a  Mayor 
in  their  interest  they  could  run  a  city  government 
for  years  before  the  community  could  relieve 
themselves  of  the  odious  burden.  Sir,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  times  is,  I  fear,  to  allow  men  in  office 
to  place  themselves  beyond  responsibility;  to  get 
as  far  from  the  people  as  possible;  and  my  objec- 
tions are  to  the  principles  involved  in  this  matter, 
and  not  tj  any  individual  who  may  be  selected  or 
nominated  under  this  ret.  They  are  creating  an 
aristocracy,  not  titled,  but  powerful;  creatures 
not  to  be  killed  as  they  are  created  ;  creatures  that 
will  cling  to  life  with  desperate  energy,  and  will 
not  give  up  the  ghost  without  a  long  ami  desperate- 
struggle.  The  men  comprising  this  commission 
are  nominated  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil can  vote  for  only  such  men  as  he  sees  fit  to 
nominate.  He  lui'iht  nominate  the  very  best  men, 
but  the  chances  are  that  they  would  'not  be  the 
men  the  people  would  prefer,  and  past  experience 
has  taught  us  thatusually  Mayors  have  nominated 
those  in  their  own  political  interest.  There  is  now 
too  much  of  appointment ;  too  much  patronage  to 
bestow.  I  would  have  it  reduced  to  the  very 
lowest  limit  an  effective  government  would  allow. 
To  carry  on  war  a  concentration  of  power  is  neces- 
sary to  success,  but  in  municipal  affairs,  where 
there  are  large  sums  of  money  to  lie  expended,  the 
people  should  keep  the  man  nho  holds  the  reins 
amenable  to  themselves,  and  not  give  him  any  op- 
portunity or  privilege  to  oppose  their  will.  My 
objections  are,  that  in  a  commission  constitut- 
ed according  to  this  majority  report,  the 
wisest  and  best  man  on  such  a  board  can- 
not have  his  counsels  prevail,  but  the  weakest 
man  will.  He  holds  the  balance  of  power 
and  is  likely  to  side  with  the  most  artful  and  the 
least  honesty,  and  at  best  can  only  be  as  strong  as 
the  weakest  and  as  honest,  as  the  most  corrupt. 
So  much  for  wdiat  we  ought,  not  to  have.  But  I  be- 
lieve it  is  best  to  make  some  change  in  the  Water 
Board,  and  think  it  should  lie  done  at  once;  and 
this  is  what,  commends  itself  to  my  mind:  First 
we  should  elect  a  president  to  be  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices, who  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  this 
department,  and  a  man  in  whom  the  public  have 
entire  confidence— some  such  man.  for  instance, 
as  ex-Mayor  Noreross,  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Rice,  or 
Hon.  W.  L.  Burt,  or  Mr.  Lawrence  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board-  a  man  who  has  the  moral  courage 
to  say  no!  We  should  elect  a  competent  board  of 
advisers,  who  would  work  in  harmony  with  the 
president,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  who 


to  some  of  the  worst  features  i.i  this  act.  First— 
The  act.  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mission to  be  paid,  instead  of  what  was  contem- 
plated in  the  order  passed.  Second— Their  nom- 
ination and  election,  which  should  be  by  commit- 
tee and  bv  concurrent  vote.  Third— The  salaries 
of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  the  time  for  which  they  are 
especially  apnninted,  but  may  be  increased  indefi- 
nitely. Fourth— It  gives  the  commission  full 
power  to  take  land  and  power  to  do  all  other 
things  which  the  city  is  authorized  to  do,  which 
is  more  power  than  should  be  given  to  any  three 


men  living.  If  that  is  what  twelve  honest  men 
ought  to  pass  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
then  I  cannot  read  the  English  language  right  and 
know  what  right  means. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  have  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  objections  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Wards  10  and  17  have  urged  against 
this  measure,  and  1  cannoc  agree  with  them  that 
this  ordinance  should  not  pass.  A  single  word  as 
to  its  history.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  was  author- 
ized to  petition  the  legislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  by  which  the  two  water  boards,  the  Mystic 
and  Cochituate.  could  be  united.  That  petition 
was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  State  House.  Of 
course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  see 
that  a  proper  act  was  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  approval.  Such  an  act  was  pre- 
pared, and  I  pretend  to  say  that  m  the 
interest  of  the  city,  it  is  just  what  the  people  of 
Boston  require  today,  especially  in  view  of  the 
large  expenditures  which  have  got  to  be  made  dur- 
ing" the  next  year  for  an  additional  w  ater  supply. 
It  is  more  necessary  now.  m  view  of  the  large  inter- 
ests involved  ill  the  two  boards.  Here  is  the  .Mystic 
Water  Board,  with  authority  and  interest  extend- 
ing from  "Wobuin  to  Charlestown.  and  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board,  extending  from  Lake  Cochituate 
to  Boston,  an  interest  to  which  no  person  can  give 
proper  attention  unless  paid  io  do  so  by  the  city. 
In  this  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  past  Presi- 
dents of  the  Water  Hoard,  Mr.  Noreross  and  N.  J. 
Bradlee.  who  agree  with  Mr.  Haven,  the  present 
President.,  that  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  that  a  paid  board  should  be  appointed  and 
remain  in  office,  and  by  which  a  settled  policy  can 
be  carried  out.  Of  course  the  board,  as  at  present 
constituted,  cannot  jjjvc  attention  to  the  duty  that 
it  should.  I  think  that  at  the  present  time  it 
is  often  difficult  jto  obtain  a  quorum  of  the 
present  board,  and  unless  that  is  done  parties  who 
come  in  from  a  distance  have  to  be  sent  back 
with  their  business  unattended  to.  Now,  sir,  in 
regard  to  the  powers  winch  this  act  confers  upon 
the  new  AVater  Board,  I  would  simply  say  that  it 
only  confers  upon  this  commission  the  same 
powers  which  are  conferred  upon  the  city 
of  Boston — it  gives  them  no  additional  powers, 
none  whatever.  It  limits  their  expenditure  to 
such  sums  as  have  been  previously  appropriated 
by  the  City  Council.  Section  3  on  page  6  of  City 
"Document  53,  provides  "that  expenditures  in- 
curred by  said  board  shall  not  exceed  in  the  ag- 
gregate the  sums  previously  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council  for  the  care  and  maintenance  or  for 
the  repair  and  enlargement  of  the  water  works." 
It  limits  them  to  the  powers  which  are  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Legislature;  it  limits  their  ex- 
penditures to  the  amounts  voted  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  gentleman  allow  one 
question?  Does  any  act  of  the  City  Council  take 
precedence  oyer  what  the  Legislature  has  passed? 
It  is  empowered  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
take  lands  and  water  rights.  Can  any  ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  take  away  the  effect  of  this 
act?  If  you  adopt  this  act  do  you  not  adopt  it  in 
the  whole  and  not  in  a  part? 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  adopt  the  act  as  a 
whole,  but  the  board  is  subject  to  the  ordinance 
passed  by  the  City  Council  for  their   government. 

Alderman  Hall — Do  vou  mean  just  that? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  mean  precisely  that.  No 
commissioners  would  have  a  right  to  expend  a 
single  dollar  unless  authorized  by  this  City  Coun- 
cil. Nowhere  would  they  derive  such  a  power. 
The  language  is  almost  identical  with  the  acts  es- 
tablishing the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water 
boards;  it  is  copied'alinost  directly  from  that  act, 
and  is  certainly  intended  to  carry  out  the  idea 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  these  boards.  So 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  salaries  to  be  paid  these 
commissioners,  I  think  it  is  proper,  when  men  are 
asked  to  take  these  positions,  that  they  should 
know  what  salaries  they  will  receive.  They  are 
men  who  leave  their  business  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice of  the  cit> ,  They  should  know  what  they 
are  to  receive  for  the  terms  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed, and  I  think  no  reduction  should  be  made 
in  their  salaries  (luring  that  period.  Now,  as  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17, 
that  this  matter  has  been  arranged:  I  did  not  know 
how  this  Board  stood  until  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned  there  has  been  no  pri- 
vate personal  solicitation  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  gentleman  suggests  whether  or  not  we 
cannot  keep  on  with  our  present  Water  Board.  I 
do  not  know  why  the  two  members  whose  terms 
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expired  this  year  should  be  attacked.    They  hare 

fiven  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  their 
uties;  the  president  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment for  his  services:  thev  have  all  given 
their  best  endeavors  to  the  duties  of  the  Water 
Board.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  go 
into  this  matter  of  commissions  in  general. 
Nor  do  I  propose  to  say  anything  in  regard  to 
what  I  consider  the  proper  form  of  government 
for  a  large  city  like  this.  If  the  limits  of  the  city 
could  have  been  kept  as  they  formerly  were,  in 
twelve  wards,  I  think  the  business  of  the  city- 
could  have  been  safely  left  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council.  But  with 
our  enlarged  boundaries  and  the  business 
that  has  been  brought  here  by  annexa- 
tion, I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for 
anv  twelve  men  to  properly  manage  the 
city's  affairs.  It  cannot  be  done  by  a  board  like 
this.  Where  there  has  been  one  argument  for  a 
Board  of  Health  or  a  Fire  Commission,  there  have 
been  a  dozen  in  favor  of  this  new  "Water  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— So  far  as  the  increase  of  the 
city's  limits  is  concerned,  I  would  state  that  I 
voted  against  annexation.  I  was  chosen  to  this 
Board  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  my  own  town 
voted  against  me.  But  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  does  not  answer  the  question.  Section  first  cf 
the  statute  allows  the  City  Council  to  make  an 
ordinance  establishing  a  Water  Board,  who  are 
to  be  "empowered  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
unon  the  city  of  Boston,  with   reference  to    sup- 


colon,  which  is  nearly  equal  to  a  full  stop,  and  the 
act  proceeds  to  say,  "and  is  also  empowered"— 
thatis.it  is  empowered  by  the  Legislature— "to 
act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doin°- 
any  or  all  thing*  which  the  city  is  now  authorized 
to  do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water 
lights."  etc.  That  is,  they  have  the  right 
to  take  the  water  of  Sudbury  River— 
which  the  City  Council  have  not  yet 
voted  to  do.  and  can  go  on  and  do  what  the  de- 
signers of  this  scheme  mean  to  have  done.  The 
gentleman  distorts  what  I  -ay  iuv  making  an  at- 
tack upon  the  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board.  I  made  an  attack  upon  no  one.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  duties  of  the  Water 
Board.  I  was  only  answering  the  arguments.  As 
to  the  ability  of  any  person  on  the  Water  Board  I 
know  nothing.  It  is  no  scheme  or  person,  but  the 
principle  that  I  oppose. 

Alderman  Emery — I  think  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  amount 
of  time  we  have  taken  in  locking  into  the  subject. 
I  think  it  has  not  been  properly  investigated  by  all 
of  us.  For  myself  I  have  not  given  it  the  atten- 
tion that  I  think  it  deserves,  and  I  have  not  had  my 
attention  called  to  some  particular  parts  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  I  were  compelled  to 
act  at  the  present  time  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
ordinance,  I  should  vote  against  it.  At  the  same 
time  1  think  we  must  pursue  some  course  better 
than  the  arrangement  we  now  have  for  conduct- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Water  Board  and  that  de- 
partment of  the  City  Government  of  Boston. 
Therefore  I  hope  we"  shall  defer  action  a  little 
while  longer,  and  see  if  some  arrangement  cannot 
be  made  before  we  pass  an  ordinance  of  this  kind, 
and  take  a  little  more  time  to  look  into  it.  For 
one,  I  desire  to  examine  it  a  little  more  critically 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do  at  present,  before  I 
cast  my  vote  upon  it.  Therefore  I  move  to  lay 
the  subject  upon  the  table  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Worthmgton — If  the  Alderman  de- 
sires further  time  I  hope  he  will  move  to  postpone 
the  discussion  till  next  week.  It  is  very  desira- 
ble, if  we  are  going  to  do  anything  with  this  ordi- 
nance, that  we  should  settle  it  as  Scion  as  possible. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  do  anything  with  the  ordi- 
nance let  us  go  on  and  do  the  next  best  thing.  If 
the  gentleman  will  move  to  assign  the  matter  for 
five  o'clock  next  Monday  afternoon  it  will  give 
me  pleasure  to  join  with  him. 

Alderman  Emery— That  will  suit  me  and  I  make 
that  motion. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  trust  that  motion  will  pre- 
vail. I  think  that  those  who  presented  this  mi- 
nority report  have  done  so  in  an  honest  way  and 
with  all  the  intelligence  that  they  possess.  But  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Water  Board  for  the 
last  three  years  and  I  know-  that  if  they  possessed 
more  intelligence  than  they  have  now.  they  would 
not  present  this  minority'  report  and  advocate  it 
in  the  argumentative  way  that  they  have  today. 


outside  boards 
;her  the  Direc- 
tors of  Public  Institutions,  the  Directors  of  Fer- 
ries, the  Water  Board,  nor  any-  such  boards 
ought  to  exist.  They  are  very  expensive. 
But  you  cannot  do  the  business  of  this  city 
unless  you  pay  something  for  doing  it. 
You  cannot  get  a  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  do 
that  work  without  paying  a  high  salary.  Tou 
mav  call  them  commissioners  or  not,  but  you  have 
got  to  pay  men  for  their  services.  You  cannot 
eet  first-class  men  outside  of  this  Government  to 
take  positions  on  the  Water  Board  and  discharge 
the  duties  as  faithfully  as  they  de=erve.  And 
why?  Because  the  labor  is  so  immense.  It  has 
so  increased.  Annexation  has  increased  it,  and 
here  you  propose  to  unite  the  Mystic  and  Cochit- 
uate *  water  boards  and  make  the  labor 
double.  Can  you  expect  men  to  go  there 
from  day  to  aav  and  do  that  labor  without  being 
paid  '?  You  may  have  your  committee  from  this 
Board,  but  you 'must  have  your  agents,  and  you 
may  call  them  a  commission  or  anything  else.  I 
have  tried  to  induce  good  men  to  accept  positions 
upon  the  Water  Board,  and  they  cannot  afford  to 
sacrifice  the  tune.  Now,  if  the  gentlemen  can 
show  that  this  minorit  \  report  is  competent  for  us 
to  adopt  to  carry  out  "this  branch  of  business,  I 
am  the  man  to  vote  for  it.  But  unit  ss  I  see  some- 
thing that  will  carry  out  this  branch  of  'die  business 
which  is  the  most  'important  in  this  City  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  not  indorse  that  minority  report.  I 
want  to  see  the  business  carried  out  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  I  will  call  it  a  commission,  if  you 
please,  only  let  the  work  be  done.  The  gentleman 
nas produced  an  argument  against  commissions  of 
three,  and  says  that  in  the  State  of  New  York  they 
have  reduced  one  such  board  to  one  member.  Now 
if  we  can  get  the  right  man,  let  us  do  so,  and  have 
a  committee  from  this  Board  on  that  department. 
But  do  not  let  matters  go  on  in  the  loose  way  that 
you  have.  The  two  boards  do  not  know-  whether 
they  are  going  to  remain  in  office  twenty-four 
hours  or  not.  The  clerks  are  resigning.  "Go  on 
as  you  think  best:  but  this  work  has  got  to  be  done 
in  a  proper  way.  The  gentleman  may  slur  at  me 
because  I  went  against  the  Fire  Commission  last 
year.  I  did  so  because  I  was  chairman  of  the  Fire 
Department  Committee,  and  we  had  confidence  in 
ourselves.  But  there  were  men  interested  in  in- 
surance companies  who  had  been  sitting  still  and 
recommending  others  to  invest  in  their  stocks. 
Thej-  were  the  ones  who  cried  the  worst 
after  the  fire,  and  they  made  the  most  noise, 
and  to  suit  them  we  have  got  a  Fire  Com- 
mission. But  I  tell  you  to  compare  the  ex- 
pense of  running  the  Fire  Department  now 
with  what  it  was  ten  years  ago,  and  see 
where  you  are.  We  are  going  to  strike  bottom 
on  this  soon.  The  dulness  of  the  times  and 
the  high  rate  of  taxation  are  going  to  make  the 
citizens  object.  You  pinch  a  man's  pocket  and 
you  hurt  him.  If  you  establish  commissions  and 
increase  the  expense  of  this  Government  you  will 
have  to  stop  some  time.  But  you  have  got  to  do 
something  with  the  Water  Department.  It  is  in  a 
sickly  condition.  Let  us  learn  what  is  best  and  I 
will  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Peters — I  thank  the  gentleman  for 
giving  me  credit  for  a  small  amount  of  intelli- 
gence. I  think  he  has  just  made  a  first-rate  speech 
against  this  commission.  He  started  off  on  the 
other  side  and  came  round  to  ours.  I  think  my- 
self there  should  be  a  change  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Water  Department. 
In  regard  to  the  number  of  three,  I  objected  to 
that  number  because  the  strongest  man  who  is 
elected  lo  that  office  controls  it.  1  think  that  some 
change  should  be  made,  but  the  Legislature  has 
passed  an  act  which  does  not  allow  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do  anything  except  what  the  act  provides. 
We  eeiiainly  can  go  through  the  balance  of  the 
year,  and  tin  n  let  us  petition  the  Legislature  to 
allow  us  to  make  a  proper  consolidation  of  the 
two  boards ;  then  1  do  not  see  why  we  cannot  unite 


city  of  Boston  possesses  -o  able  a  man  who  can 
oppose  a  Fire  .  Commission  and  stand  up  here 
and  advocate  another  commission  in  the 
same  breath.  The  gentleman  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  which  it  is  proposed  to  abolish. 
and  he  says  we  do  not  produce  anything  that  he 
can  vote  for.  We  asked  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  produce  something,  and  they 
have  given  us  a  commission  that  was  not  contem- 
plated at  all.  I  cannot  understand  why  «  man 
should  stand  here  and  do  ore  thing  iuci«.v  "ana  an- 
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other  the  next.  Now  in  relation  to  this  City  Docu- 
ment No.  31.  It  is  stated  there  that  the  members 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  shall  hold  office 
until  their  successors  are  appointed.  Now,  by 
the  act  of  annexation  it  is  provided  that  the 
members  of  the  Mvstie  "Water  Board  shall 
continue  to  hold  office  for  the  term  for  which 
they  vv'ere  elected,  and  that  said  board  shall  con- 
tinue a  separate  organization  until  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  -hall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the 
Coordinate  Water  Board.  According  to  that  act, 
cannot  the  city  of  Boston  rill  all  vacancies  there? 
I  have  submitted  that  question  to  the  best  legal 
authority  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  they  tell  me 
that  we  can ;  and  they  tell  me  that  this  new  com- 
mission will  have  power  to  tane  the  Connecticut 
River  and  we  have  got  to  pay  the  bill.  If  this 
legislation  is  fair  and  ju-t  to  the  people,  I  fail  to 
comprehend  what  justice  is. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  could  test  the  gentleman's 
position  by  referring  to  his  previous  action  as  he 
has  referred  to  mine.  I  think  he  voted  for  a  Fire 
Commission  last  year,  in  the  other  branch,  and  in 
twelve  month- he  has  changed.  Mis  record  does 
not  wear  well.  Mine  has  worn  well.  I  think  that 
our  committees  should  control  the  commissions. 
You  may  call  them  commissions  if  you  like,  but 
you  must  have  somebody  who  is  paid  for  doing 
the  work. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  publicly  to  state  that  I 
have  found  no  fault  with  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  6.  I  think  he  is  an  honest,  square  man, 
even  if  he  does  favor  this  commission.  I  think  he 
is  mistaken,  but  I  have  no  intention  of  slurring 
him. 

Alderman  Brooks— There  is  a  great  deal  said 
about  the  Mystic  Water  Board.  They  are  alluded 
to  with  great  prai-e,  and  other*  condemn  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  for  non-attendance  at  the 
meetings;  and  gentlemen  come  to  this  Board  and 
say  they  ought  to  be  paid  for  their  services. 
Now,  the  point  is  just  this:  If  we  had  had  a  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board  who  had  attended  to  their 
business  we  should  not  have  been  heie  at  work 
upon  a  water  commission  today.  It  is  a  flowery 
argument  the  gentleman  uses  when  he  says  the 
Coehituate  Water  Board  have  done  great  services. 
I  think  we  have  some  members  of  that  board  who 
have  attended  to  their  business,  but  others  have 
not.  I  say  let  the  blame  rest  where  it  belongs. 
If  we  have  not  a  competent  Water  Board,  and 
there  is  a  vacancy  to  fill,  or  if  any  member  of  that 
board  does  not  attend  to  his  duties,  I  think  it  is 
proper  for  this  Government  to  ask  him  to  resign 
and  give  place  to  a  man  who  will.  I  certainly  be- 
lieve that  any  man  who  comes  here  to  the  Gov- 
ernment ami  accepts -ucli  a  position  should  attend 
every  meeting  and  not  be  absent.  Then  there 
would  be  no  reason  for  matters  being  delayed  and 
not  attended  to.  The  members  of  this  Board 
come  here  and  attend  to  the  business  regularly. 
We  have  never  had  to  adjourn  a  single  meeting 
this  year  on  account  of  a  want  of  a  quorum.  Now, 
I  move  that  this  whole  matter  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  from  winch  it  came,  that  they  may 
have  the  assistance  of  the  gentleman  who  repre- 
sents the  Coehituate  Water  Board  here.  Then  I 
think  we  should  get.  what  the  city  wants,  and  not 
have  to  establish  another  commission. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  reason  for  me  to  reply.  But  1  will  state  that  I 
have  always  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Co- 
ehituate Water  Board  unless  a  meeting  of  this 
Board  or  some  committee,  of  which  I  was  chair- 
man, occurred  at  the  same  hour,  which  has  often 
been  the  case. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  state  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  allude  to  the  gentleman  at  all,  because  I 
have  known  him  many  years  and  know  that  he 
attends  to  the  duties  of  any  position  in  which  he 
mav  lie  placed. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  specially  as- 
sign took  precedence  of   the  motion   to  recommit. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  for  Monday  next  at  five  o'clock  P.M. 
REPORTS  AND    ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health— Reports  recommending  the.  granting 
of  the  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  of  John 
I>.  Kendall,  Monument  street,  near  Eliot;  aad 
Holt,  Stedman  &  Co.,  East  Dedham  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets,  to  whom  weie  lclerred  th  resolve  and 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers for  the  widening  of  Beach  street  on  the  south- 
erly side,  between  Washington  street  and  Har-ri 


son  avenue— Report  that  the  City  Council  concur  in 
the  pas-age  of  -aid  resolve  and'order  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  report  an 
order  providing  the  means.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Beach 
street  was  then  passed— yeas  10.  nay-  2— Aldermen 
Brooks  and  l'rescott  voting  in  the  negative. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  Committee  on  Licenses 
—Reports  as  follows : 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Andrew  Cullen, 
to  exhibit  two  giraffes  in  Burnham's  building,  on 
Tremont  street,  near  School  street. 

Mirors'  Applications  Granted— Fight  newsboys 
and  one  bootblack. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— N.  W.  Hahn, 
24  Maverick  street;  J.  D.  K.  Willis  and  fourteen 
others  (renewals);  N.  H.  Kingsley,  81  Washington 
street;  Jeremiah  Dean,  lie  Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— John  Dunlap, 
1C91  Washington  street  ;  Leopold  Bauman,  101 
Devon-hire  street;  Jacob  Grutter,  85  Pvnehon 
street;  J.  F.  Reynolds,  130  and  132  Eliot  street. 

Innholders'  License  Granted — Michael  Keenaii, 
52  Marginal  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— William  Wilson, 
84  Dorchester  avenue;  David  J.  Simmons,  1104 
Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alcierman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings— Report  that  the  two  primary 
schoolhouse.-,  Ea-t  Boston,  severally  on  Princeton 
and  Lexington  street,  are  completed  and  occu- 
pied. The  additional  amount  asked  for  to  com- 
plete these  houses, in  the  appropriation  for  1874-75, 
was  812,000.  In  this  amount  it  was  intended  to 
include,  besides  the  cost  for  heating  and  furnish- 
ing, the  amount  necessary  for  building  a  bell 
tower  for  the  Princeton-street  house,  together 
with  a  retaining  w-all  for  the  yard,  but  the  same 
was  for  some  cause  overlooked.  The  cost  of  said 
bell  tower  an  -1  retaining  wall  is  about  §6340.  There  is 
still  a  small  balance  remaining  of  the  appropria- 
tion, in  addition  to  which  there  will  be  required 
the  sum  of  §5200  to  meet  the  bills  unpaid  on  the 
building,  and  the  committee  would  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  ot  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  from  unexpended  balances 
of  appropriations,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
,  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  S52O0,  the  same 
in  In'  added  to  the  amount,  already  authorized  for 
the  new  primary  schoolhouscs  in  East  Boston. 

The  report  and  order  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  of  the  Gibson  and  Stoughton 
trust  funds— Report  that  they  have  examined  said 
accounts  anil  the,  several  vouchers  therefor,  and 
have  found  the  same  to  be  correct  as  certified  by 
the  City  Treasurer;  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  Gibson  School  Fund  on  Apiil  30, 1874,  amount- 
ed to  847,505. 7t>  ami  a  lot  of  land  in  Ward  16;  and 
that  the  Stoughton  Poor  Fund  on  April  30, 1874, 
amounted  to  S885.02;  and  the  Stoughton  School 
Fund  to  .§4140. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Report  on 
petition  ot  Thomas  llartnctt,  recommending  that 
petitioner  be  allowed  to  remove  a  tree  from  side- 
walk in  front  of  his  premises  at  corner  of  Union 
and  Lynde  streets,  Cliarlestown,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.'   Accepted. 

Report  on  order  of  notice  in  reference  to  the  re- 
moval of  a  tree  from  Richmond  street,  Ward  16, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
be  directed  to  take  down  and  remove  the  old  ap- 
ple tree  standing  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  owned  by  Andrew  IT.  Potter,  on  Richmond 
street,  Ward  10,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Head  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings,  who  were  directed  to  select  lo- 
cations and  report  estimates  of  the  cost  for  the 
several  court  rooms  which  will  be  required  for  the 
Municipal  District  Courts,  established  by  chapter 
271  of  the  acts  of  1874— Report,  after  a  personal 
and  careful  examination  of  the  premises,  that,  the 
court  room  for  East  Boston  can  be  provided  for 
the  present  at  the  wardroom  of  Ward  1,  that  of 
South  Boston  can  be  located  in  the  house  of  Hook 
o:  Ladder  Company  No.  5,  with  some  alterations 
in  said  building;  that  for  West  Roxbury  can  be 
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located  in  the  new  police  ,-tntion  :  that  for  Iirighton 
can  he  established  in  the  old  Town  Hall ;  and  the 
court  for  the  Charlestown  District  -will  remain  in 
its  present  quarteis.  The  estimates  for  the  re- 
quired alterations  and  for  the  necessary  furniture 
are  recited  in  the  accompanying  orders,  whose 
parages  is  recommended  by  trie  committee: 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  East  Bos- 
ton District  be  established  at  the  wardroom  of 
Ward  1,  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs  and  to  furnish  the  ap- 
propriate furninire  therefor,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing S21. :  to  be   charged  to  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  South 
Boston  District  be  established  in  the  building  now 
occupied  bv  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  5, 
until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  Committee 
on  County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make  the 
necessary  alterations  and  repairs,  and  to  furnish 
the  appropriate  furniture  therefor,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  S4nuil;  to  be  charged  to  the  Country  of 
Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  West  Rox- 
bury  District  be  established  in  the  new  police  sta- 
tion, until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make 
the  necessary  repairs  and  to  furnish  the  appro- 
priate furniture  therefor,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding- 
one  thousand  dollars;  to  je  charged  to  the  County 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered.  That  the  court  room  for  the  Brighton 
District  be  established  in  the  old  Town  House  until 
otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  be  authorized  to  make  the  neces- 
sary repairs,  and  to  furnish  the  appropriate  fur- 
niture therefor,  at  a  cost  dot  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  to  be  charged  To  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Ordered,  That  the  court  room  for  the  Charles- 
town  District  be  established  in  its  pi  esent  location 
in  the  City  Hall  Building  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading  at  the  present  session. 

Alderman  Peters  inquired  whether  the  court 
I  oom  in  West  Koxhury  were  to  be  in  the  first  or 
third  story  of  the  police  station. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  fcr  the  present  it 
would  be  in  the  first  story.  If  at  any  time  they 
can  findjother  quarters  it  'can  be  removed. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  relates  to  a  new  court  house; 'also,  the 
petition  of  the  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  in 
relation  to  the  same  matter,  and  aDo  the  petition 
of  Marshall  P.  Wilder  and  others  that  a  site  be 
selected  on  Beacon,  Somerset  orBowdoin  streets- 
Report,  that  the  necessity  for  a  new  court  house 
for  Suffolk  County  is  admitted  by  all  parties  who 
have  any  connection  or  business  with  any  of  the 
courts  now  held  in  the  present  structure.  *As  your 
committee  fully  agree  in  that  necessity .  which  has 
grown  more  imperative  since  the  recent  enlarge- 
ment of  Suffolk  Countv,  no  arguments  need  be 
adduced  here  on  that  point.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  community  except  upon  a 
site.  Your  committee  have  also  had  this  branch 
of  the  subject  under  consideration  to  a  limited 
extent:  but,  in  order  that  they  may  be  empowered 
to  advance  this  subject  towards  some  definite 
action,  they  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings he  directed  to  select  and  to  report  to  this 
board  a  suitable  site  for  a  new  court  house  and 
court  yard  in  this  countv  ;  and,  that  they  procure 
a  plan  and  the  estimated  com  of  said  site. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Emery — This  matter  comes  from  a 
very  large  number  of  citizens  who  are  very  ur- 
gent that  some  movement  should  be  made  by  the 
City  Government  in  relation  to  a  court  house.  If 
any  action  is  to  be  taken  you  cannot  object  to  the 
passage  of  that  order. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  when 
there  is  any  large  amount  of  money  to  be  spent  in 
this  city,  a'very  large  number  of  'taxpayers  will 
sign  the  petition.  I  think  we  had  better"  wait  till 
next  year,  before  taking  any  steps  for  a  new  court 
house. 

Alderman  Emery— All  that  order  calls  for  is  the 
selection  of  a  site  ami  some  estimate  of  the 
cost.  Then  we  can  take  such  action  as  we  please. 
It  will  incur  no  expense. 


Alderman  Peters— How  are  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  made  without  any  expense? 

Alderman  Cutter— There  is  nothing-  put  into  the 
tax  levy  for  a  court  house  this  year,  and  I  shall 
hope  that  we  will  not  borrow  money  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Peters— Are  there  to  be  estimates  for 
a  building? 

The  Chairman— The  order  reads  estimates  for  a 
site. 

Alderman  Emery— They  are  to  select  a  site  and 
report  to  this  Board. 

Alderman  Harris's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  lost; — 4  for,  10  against. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  can  see  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  this  order  in  its  present  shape.  It 
simply  states  what  must  be  evident  to  everybody, 
that  we  need  a  new  court  house.  If  the  order  is 
passed,  the  committee  will  be  empowered  to  look 
up  a  site  for  a  court  house  and  present  it  to  this 
Board,  which  can  then  say  whether  it  will  be  ex- 
pedient to  purchase  the  site  this  year.  It  may  be 
that  under  certain  circumstance's  a  bargain  can 
he  had  this  year.  I  do  not  make  this  statement  be- 
cause the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  have 
any  site  in  view.  We  do  not  commit  ourselves  to 
the  purchase  of  a  -ite  this  year. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  the  first  step  we  are 
about  t.o  take  for  the  expenditure  of  at  least  a 
million  dollars  for  a  new  court  house.  The  ques- 
tion  is  not  whether  we  need    a  new  court  house. 


house  answer  till  we  have?  We  might  as  well 
look  squarely  in  the  face  this  prospect  of  having 
to  pay  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  water,  and  I 
think,  with  all  our  prospective  debts  we  had  better 
not  spend  tlii^  money  for  a  new  court  house. 

Aldeiman  Power— I  believe  the  most  effectual 
way  of  disposing  of  this  matter  is  to  pass  this 
order  and  let  the  committee  select  a  site  if  they 
see  lit.  I  am  opposed  to  a  new  court  house,  be- 
cause I  believe  we  have  got  to  secure  an  addition- 
other  lai'£ 

to  select  a  site,  and 
that  will  put  a  quietus  upon  the  new  court  house 
for  this  year  at  least. 

Alderman  Harris— My  opposition  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  I  have  endeavored  for  the  last 
two  mouths  to  obtain  the  dimensions  of  the  old 
courthouse.  But  no  one  seems  to  know  them.  I 
have  asked  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings,  and 
he  has  promised,  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  but  j.  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
them.  I  have  asked  for  them  with  a  view  of  con- 
sulting in  regard  to  the  new  court  house.  I  sup- 
pose the  conimittee  do  not  know  how  many  square 
feet  of  land  the  building  occivpies;  it  they'do,  they 
know  more  than  the  Superintendent  does. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  suggest  that 
the  committee  add  another  story  to  the  oid  court 
hou»e  and  put  in  an  elevator. 

Aldeiman  Cutter — I  do  not  like  to  see  so  much 
time  spent  on  a  small  matter.  We  have  just 
pa.-sed  an  order  widening  Beach  street,  at  an' ex- 
pense of  S18g,000,  and  not  a  word  was  said  about 
it.  But  here  ir-  a  matter  of  a  hundred  dollars,  and 
there  is  half  an  hour's  talk.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  so  as  to  give  the  committee  something  to  do. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"and  the  probable  cost  of  building  to  cover  said 
site." 

The  ameudment  wa,s  Ids'"  —  6  for,  4  against. 
and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  weie  referred  the  petitions 
of  Richard  Leeds.  Martin  Hayes  and  Johnson  & 
Came,  for  extension- of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city— Reports  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of 
Sharon  street,  as  purchased  of  trie  city  by  Richard 
Leeds,  in  June,  1872,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1875, 
upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Land-  the  sum    of    two  hundred  :!ol- 


Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
the  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany  and  Newton  streets, 
as  purchased  of  the  city  by  Martin  Hayes,  in  June, 
1872,  he  extended  to  July  1,  1875,  upon  condition 
that  in-  pays  to  the  Superintendent  cf  Public 
LamK  the  Mini  of  S20(i  within  ten  dav>  from  the 
pa-age  ol  this  order. 

Ordered.  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon 
five  lots  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  near  Newton 
street,  as  purchased  or  the  city  bv  Johnson  & 
Came,  in  April,  1872,  be  extended  to   July  1,1875. 
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upon  condition  that  tliey  pay  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  .8500  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Bv  Aldeiinan  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  orders: 

Order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday,  July  13, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M,,  on  petition  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  another  track 
in  Washington  street  from  Essex  street  to  Tem- 
ple place.    Passed. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
eitv  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  iay  down  an  additional  track  as  follows,  viz. : 
Commencing  at  a  point  in  the  track  of  said  com- 
pany on  Washington  street,  thirty-five  feet  south 
of  the  southerly  line  of  Cornhill.  thence  upon  said 
Washington  street  and  across  Cornhill  to  Wash- 
ing: on-sf  reef  extension,  thence  upon  and  over 
said  Washington-street  extension  to  Haymarket 
square,  thence  across  Haymarket  square  to  the 
tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  on 
said  square  near  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Stat'on;  said  track  being  the  westerly  track  shown 
in  red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  W.  S.  Barbour  and 
A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  June  22,  1874, 
and  depo.-itcil  in  the  otlice  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  Said  company  shall  also  have  the 
right  to  connect  by  a  curved  track  the  track  locat- 
ed by  this  order  with  the  most  northerly  track  of 
said  "company  now  laid  down  on  Hanover  street; 
also  to  connect  by  a  curved  track  the  track  locat- 
ed by  this  order  with  the  track  of  said  company 
now  "laid  down  in  Merriniac  street.  Said  company 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  enter  upon  anil  use, 
with  its  cars,  the  track  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  located  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
this  date  in  Cornhill,  Washington  street  and 
Haymarket  square.  The  right  to  lay  down 
the  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon 
the  condition  that  the"  whole  work  of  lay 
ing  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  m 
paving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the  direction 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing and  the  Superintendent  of  Street:,  and  shall 
be  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon  the  'on, hi  on 
that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  (  ompany 
shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree 
in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  and  hie  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  Citv  <  lerk  within  thirty  days  <>1  the  date 
of  its  passage;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to 
fay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
citv  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  a  single  track  as  follows,  viz.:  Com- 
mencing at  a  point  in  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  on  Cornhill  thirty  feet  west  of  the  west- 
erly line  of  Washington  street;  thence  by  a 
curved  track  in  Cornhill  to  Washington-street 
extension  ;  thence  upon  and  over  said  Washington- 
street  exteii-ion  to  Haymarket  square;  thence 
across  said  Baymarket  square  to  the  tracks  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  as  now  laid  down  in 
Haymarket  -quare,  opposite  the  foot  of  Cross 
street;  said  single  track  being  the  easterly  track 
drawn  in  blue  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  W.  S.  Bar- 
bour and  A.  Hodge-,  civil  engineers,  dated  June 
22,  1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  Said  company  shall  also 
have  the  right,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use  with 
its  cars  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  located  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
this  date  in  Washington-street  extension  and 
Haymarket  square.  Said  company  shall  also 
have  the  right  to  connect  the  track  located 
by  this  order  with  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  between  Brattle  and  Elm 
streets.  The  right"  to  lay  down  the  track  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  theYondition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  aiid  the  kind  and  duality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  track,  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  to  the  -nti-fadion  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  said  '  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree 
in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein 
contained,  and  tile  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date 
of  its  passage ;  othei  wise  it  shall  lie  null  and  void. 


Orders  to  pay  Jane  Cook,  23  and  25  Central 
street,  S17t;4.r,0;  Edward  I).  Peters.  10  and  21  Cen- 
tral street,  sli;.i:i. :;.-,:  Fifty  Associates,  7  to  17 Central 
street,  stisis,  severally  for  grade  damages  at  the 
places  named. 

Severally  read  once. 


Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  be  author- 
ized to  make  such  small  repairs  as  may  be  required 
on  the  several  police  station  houses  miring  the 
present  year;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July 
next,  officers  of  the  Police  Department  who  are  iii 
full  uniform  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  free  of  toll,  and  the  uniform  of  the  offi- 
cer shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  his  free  pas- 
age  without  any  ticket  or  check. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  ior  the  Committee  on 
Claims— Repents  severally  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  Mary  Jane  Wood,  for 
compensation  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  sidev  alk  of 'Eastern  avenue;' and 
Isaac  Lorey,  for  compensation  for  damage  caused 
by  collision  with  a  hose  carriage  on  Cambridge 
street.     Severally  accepted. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  the  taking  of  the  property  of  the  Reach-street 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  accompanies  the 
order 'for  the  widening  of  Beach  street. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  property,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
pa-sage  of  the  order. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  there  would  be  about  five 
thousand  feet  left  after  cutting  off  what  is  pro- 
Alderinan  Prescott— 1  move  that  that  matter  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  if  the  motion  prevails,  I 
■will  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolve  and 
order  for  the  widening  of   Beach  street. 

The  Chairman — This  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
ordi-.r  already  passed,  and  should  have  been  acted 
upon  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  was. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  must  say  that  I  did  not 
know  that  it  would  come  up.     It  appears   to  I 


be  too  important  a  matter  to  be  passed  upon  so 
hurriedly.  I  wish  to  vote  intelligently,  and  ask  a 
week's  delay. 

Alderman  Peters— -If  the  Alderman  only  wants 
more  time  I  shall  oppose  the  motion.  This  order 
took  its  first  reading  a  week  ago.  The  Street  Com- 
mittee and  Commissioners  were  united  in  opinion 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Alderman  Cutter— As  I  remarked  before,  when 
a  very  large  amount  of  money  is  pending  it  goes 
through  this  Board  without  much  discussion.  I 
hope  the  motion  will  prevail.  The  matter  is  not 
thoroughly  understood.  I  think  myself  that  we 
should  hesitate  before  running  the  citv  further 
into  debt. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  surprised  at  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  the  Jamaica  Plain 
District.  He  hoped  that,  if  I  only  desired  more 
time,  the  motion  would  not  prevail.  I  can  say  for 
myself  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  investigate  the 
subject.  I  do  not  think  it  is  such  easy  work  to 
perform  the  duties  of  an  Alderman  of  this  city. 
For  the  past  week  I  have  given  all  my  time  to  the 
city,  and  have  not  had  a  moment  for  this  matter. 
If 'there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  having  this 
resolve  and  order  hurried  through,  that  is  another 
matter.    But  1  do  not  know  of  such  an  exigency. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  question  was  not 
debatable  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Wortliington— This  matter  has  been 
before  the  City  Covcrniiient  lor  several  years.  The 
street  would  have  been  widened  two  years  ago 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fire.  There  is  more 
travel  there  now  than  there  was  before  the 
fire,  and  we  can  purchase  that  church  at  a 
much  less  expense  than  we  could  then.  Al- 
though we  have  appropriated  ft  188,000  for  wid- 
ening this  street,  we  shall  receive  a  large 
sum  back  from  the  betterments  and  for  the 
remainder  of  this  property.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
trustees,  the  part  that  remains  will  lie  worth  as 
much  as  what  we  pay  lor  the  entire  lot.  They 
think  they  can  remove  their  church  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  heretofore,  and  therefore  they  come 
to  us  and  say,  "If  you  will  let  us  have  that  money, 
we  will  consent  to  the  widening."  The  Street 
Commissioners  say  to  the  Committee  on   Streets, 


JUNE       22, 


1874 


37y 


"This -widening  should  oe  done  now;  we  were  of 
the  same  opinion  two  years  ago,  and  the  order 
would  have  been  passed  then  had  it  not  been  for 
the  fire."  Public  exigency  requires  it.  The  whole 
amount  of  damages  to  this  estate  put  in  here  is 
onlv  858,129. 

Alderman  C  titter— "Will  the  gentleman  please 
tell  us  what  the  damage  will  be  if  it  lies  over  a 
week  ? 

Alderman  "Worthington— I  do  not  know  any 
great  damage,  but  the  matter  has  been  before  the 
trustees  and  the  committee  ever  since  I  have  been 
on  the  committee.  Four  weeks  ago  the  trustees 
were  in  a  condition  to  buy  some  property,  but 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  close  a  bargain  until  they 
had'  arranged  this  matter  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  explained  that  he  did  not 
allude  to  Aldermen  having  an  easy  time  but  to 
the  face  that  Aldermen  gave  more  time  to  the  city 
than  members  of  commissions  do. 

Alderman  Emery — I  voted  for  the  resolve  and 
order,  but  if  any  'gentleman  wishes  to  look  into 
the  matter  I  have  no  objections. 

Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
"Worthington  the  order(ta  take  the  property  of  the 
Beach-street  Church)  was  specially  assigned  for 
next  Monday  at  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolve  and  order  to  widen 
Beach  street  was  passed. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Prescott  doubted  the  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter  inquired  if  laying  the  motion, 
for  a  reconsideration,  on  the  table  would  not  keep 
the  whole  matter  in  this  Board. 

The  Chairman— It  is  a  separate  matter  entirely. 
The  Board  have  already  voted  to  concur  with  the 
commissioners  in  the  order  for  the  widening  of 
Beach  street,  at  an  expense  of  §188,000.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that  very  well, 
but  I  understood  the  Chairman  to  say  that  it  was 
an  oversight  that  the  other  order  did  not  pass  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Chairman— It  was  an  oversight. 

The  question,  on  reconsideration,  was  put  and 
declared  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
result  was  verified  by  a  rising  vote— 6  for,  6 
against — and  the  reconsideration  was  lost. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  a  petition  from 
Joseph  Bird,  and  in  accordance  therewith  submit- 
ted the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  .Joseph  Bird 
to  set  fire  to  a  wooden  structure  on  the  Fort  Hill 
grounds  adjoining  the  engine  house,  on  July  1 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  -aid  fire  by 
the  aid  of  the  Johnson  pump. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts — 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  tor  rent  of  office  for  the 
Second  Assistant  District  Attorney  for  Suffolk 
County,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, payable  in  quartcrlv  instalment",  beginning 
on  the  lith  of  April,  A.  D.,  1874;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  county  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Order  to  pay  "W.  F.  Bennett  892.28,   for  damages 
occasioned   by   laying    out     Lincoln     street,     in 
Brighton,  by  vote  of  that  town  of  June  13, 1873. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  E.  Lingham  $70,  for  dam- 
age" occasioned  by  widening  ot  Dudley  street. 

Order  to  pay  George  W.  Webster  8478.75,  for 
damages  occasioned  by  widening  St.  James 
street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harri:.  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets- 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized,  if  they  deem  it  expedient. 
to  sell  by  auction  the  portion  of  the  Boston  Post 
estate,  at  the  corner  of  "Water  and  Devenshire 
streets,  which  remains  after  the  widening  of 
"Water  street ;  or  to  procure  plans  and  estimates 
for  moving  back  or  remodelling  the  building 
thereon;  the  expense  of  procuring  the  plans  and 
estimates  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District 
loan. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  this  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  postpone  it  for  one 
week.    Lost;  and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  sec- 


ond reading— 7  for,  3  against— by  a  rising  vote, 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott — l  trust  that  order  will  not 
pass.  There  appears  to  be  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  shove  orders 
through  here,  without  giving  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  them.  They  seem  to  take  it  for 
granted  ihat  because  they  have  taken  a  week's 
time  to  investigate  a  subject,  others  should  be  as 
familiar  with  it  as  they  are.  I,  for  one,  protest 
against  putting  orders  thmugh  here,  covering  an 
expense  of  81.10,00(1.  without  giving  members  an 
opportunity  for  examination.  I  move  the  order  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  with  the  Alderman, 
and  think  that  unless  there  is  some  special  reason 
for  haste  an  order  should  lie  over. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  every  reason  in  the 
world  why  this  order  should  not  lie  over.  Here  is 
a  valuable  property  standing  idle,  and  the  city  is 
losing  the  interest  on  the  money. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— The  reason  for  asking  for  the 
pas-age  of  this  order  at  the  present  time  is  that 
this  building  comes  into  posse-sion  of  the  city  on 
or  before  the  first  of  September,  and  unless  we 
prepare  to  make  some  disposition  of  it  soon  it 
may  remain  on  our  hands  until  the  first  of  next 
April.  We  only  ask  for  authority  to  sell,  if  that 
is  deemed  expedient.  It  is  to  make  no  further 
pin  chase,  but  to  sell  what  we  have  on  our  hands. 
It  requires  joint  action,  and  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  f'itv  Council  always  adjourns  during 
the  summer  mouths;  so  that  if  there  is  any  delay 
it  may  be  months  before  concurrent  action  can  be 
had  on  this  order.  It  is  proposed  to  set  back  the 
building  on  Devonshire  street  and  remodel  it,  and 
then  sell  it. 

This  order  contemplates  having  estimates  for 
plans  for  moving  back  and  remodelling  the  build- 
ing. It  cannot  involve  the  expenditure  of  over 
81O0  or  8200.  I  for  one  do  not  think  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  attempted  to  crowd  anything 
through  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  matter  of 
the  widening  of  Beach  street  has  been  before  the 
City  Council  three  years,  and  1  am  surprised  that 
any  gentleman  should  otter  objections  to  the  wid- 
ening of  a  street  that  requires  it  so  much  as 
Beach  street.  The  estimate  of  8188,000  in- 
cludes $58,000  for  the  taking  of  the  land  of 
the  church  and  the  destruction  of  buildings 
enough  to  widen  the  street.  The  church  refused 
to  accept  the  amount  awarded,  but  this  amount  is 
some  $20,000  more  than  thev  Mould  sell  for  two 
years  ago.  The  Street  Committee  and  commis- 
sioners have  had  this  matter  under  advisement 
four  months,  and  they  believe  it  the  cheapest  way 
to  widen  the  street,  'it  takes  onlv  about  ISoo  feet 
of  land  from  the  church,  and  then  we  shall  have 
five  or  six  thousand  feet  left.  The  land  is  taken 
at  about  twelve  dollars  a  foot,  and  it  is  for  gentle- 
men to  judge  whether  that  is  a  high  price.  If 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  not 
looked  into  this  matter  it  is  not  the  fault  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Hall,  Alder- 
man Clark  said  the  building  i-  to  be  located  on  or 
before  the  first  of  April,  and  the  plans  should  be 
commenced  at  once. 

Alderman  Hall  did  not  think  the  Common  Coun- 
cil would  adjourn  from  July  to  September,  and 
Alderman  Clark  replied  that  they  did  so  last  year. 

Alderman  Brook"  thought  there  was  ample  time 
for  the  order  to  be  acted  upon,  and  there  was  no 
need  of  haste. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  thac  he  would  withdraw 
all  objections  after  the  explanations  made.  He 
had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  subject  of  the 
Beach-street  widening  this  week,  but  he  could  not 
clearly  see  the  necessity  of  the  widening  since 
Ivneeland  and  Essex  streets  had  been  widened, 
and  travel  was  much  better  accommodated  than 
before  the  fire. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Com- 
mon be  directed  to  remove,  under  the  rdvice  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  all  dead  or  nearly  dead  trees  from  the  sev- 
eral public  streets  of  this  city,  in  the  Chaiiestown 
District. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses — 

Ordered.  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
collected  and  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  by  the 
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pawnbroker,   five   dollars;    lor  each   license   of 
dealer  in  second-hand  article.-,  three  dollars. 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman Bigelow  stated  that  no  fees  had  been  re- 
quired hitherto,  but  it  was  thought  nothing  but 
right  that  they  should  pay  for  the  license  as  the 
city  was  at  the  expense  of  keeping  an  officer  to 
look  alter  them.  There  are  some  two  hundred 
pawnbrokers  arid  dealers  in  second-hand  articles 
in  the  city. 

The  order  went  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Mayor's  Menage  and  the  com- 
munication from  C.'H.  Brainard  in  relation  to 
portraits  of  Charles  Sunnier— Kcports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  resolves: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  oi  the  City  Council 
be  presented  to  C.  H.  Brainard  and  other  contrib- 
utors for  the  very  valuable  portrait  of  Charles 
Sumner,  by  Edgar  Parker,  which  they  have  given 
to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Resolved.  That  the  portrait  be  placed  in  some 
suitable  position  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  F.  D.  Huntington  and  his  associates 
for  the  very  valuable  portrait  of  Charles  Sumner 
by  M.  Wight,  which  they  have  given  co  the  city 
of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  portrait  be  placed  in  some 
suitable  place  in  the  Public  Library. 

Severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins— 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  of  J.  L.  Cook,  amount- 
ing to  §25,  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Sala- 
ries, and  of  S.  P.  Kelley.  amounting'  to  $100, 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suf- 
folk, having  been  approved  in  the  usual  manner, 
be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  incurred  in  procur- 
ing the  information  required  under  the  order  in 
relation  to  obtainiiigan  adequate  supply  of  water 
from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  'basins,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  tm  an  Additional 
Supply  of  Water— the  bills  to  be  approved  by  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board. 


Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman    Harris,  for   the    Committee    on 
Sewers- 
Order   to  build  a  sewer  in   Hartford  and    High 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Magazine  street,  be- 
tween George  aud  Dudley  streets.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Third  street,  between 
O  aud  P  streets.     Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Eighth  street. 
Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  on 
expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Rochester 
street.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on   Monday   next,   on 
expediency  of  building   a    sewer  in    South    Eden 
street.  Charlestown.    Passed. 
By  Alderman  Clark- 
Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted   to   A.  P. 
Lash,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Chief 
of  Police,  to  close  Columbia    street,  between  Bed- 
ford and  Essex  streets,  against  public  travel  while 
the  building  known  as  the    •'Columbia  building" 
is  being  demolished. 
Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories- 
Ordered,   That   until   otherwise    ordered  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  of 
the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,   at  the 
Waverley  House,  Charlestown,  the  sum  of  $300 
per  annum ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 
Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 
B"    Aldennan    Brooks    for    the   Committee    on 


:  steam  engines.    Severally 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS    OF    PQBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  Public  In- 
stitutions (City  Doc.  No.  57)  was  submitted,  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the-  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  evening,  ,1  line  23,  to  hold  a 
convention  with  the  School  Committee. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    25,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting,  called  to  order,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President,  by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
the  senior  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Timelier  of  Ward  15,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  an  election  for  President  pro 
tern.  The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  and  Cawley  of  Ward  2 
a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 42 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

J.  Q.  A.  Itrai-kett  "I  Ward  III  had 18 

H.J.Boardman  of  Ward  14 11 

George  A.  Shaw  of  Wards 8 

Benjamin  Dean  of  Ward  12 4 

Ebenezer  Adams  of  Ward  14 .  1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease 
of  Ward  1,  a  second  ballot  was  ordered. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  take  occasion  to 
say  that  he  trusts  no  gentleman  will  vote  for  him 
he'reaftej ,  as  he  is  not  a  candidate,  and  if  elected 
will  under  no  consideration  consent  to  serve. 
The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 53 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett 29 

H.  J.  Boardman 22 

Benjamin  Dean 2 

The  Chaiiman— It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the 
committee,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  Mr. 
Brackett,  is  elected  under  the  rule,  and  I  feel  hon- 
ored in  being  clothed  with  authority  to  invite  hirn 
to  take  the  chair. 

On  taking  the  chair  Mr.  Brackett  said— 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council— I  thank  you,  very 
sincerely,  for  this  manifestation  of  your  confi- 
dence, and  will  endeavor  to  perform  the  duties  of 
the  position  in  a  manner  that  shall  meet  your  ap- 
proval. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Seventeenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  (City  Doc,  No.  57). 
Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Oilman  Page,  Marv  Ilolden  and 
Alpheus  Stetson.  Severally  referred,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  sr/.'OO  from  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriations  to  the  amount 
authorized  for  new  primary  schoolhouses,  East 
Boston.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  Ac- 
counts of  the  Gibson  and  Stoughton  Trust  Funds. 
Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  Isaac  l.orey,  to  lie  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Cambridge  street;  of 
Mary  Jane  Wood,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received 
on  the  sidewalk  of  Eastern  avenue.  Severally 
accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  for  an  extension  of  time  to 
July  1,  1875,  for  .Martin  Hayes  to  build  on  two  lots 
of  land  on  Albany  and  Newton  streets  ;  for  Rich- 
ard Leeds  to  build  on  two  lots  of  land  on  Albany, 
corner  of  Sharon  street,  and  for  Johnson  &  Came 
to  build  on  five  lots  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue, 
near  Newton  street.  The  orders  were  severally 
read  twice  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  resolutions  extending  thanks  to 
F.  D.  Huntington  and  others  i')i'  their  gift  of  a 
portrait  of  Charles  Sumner,  painted  by  M.  Wight, 
and  providing  for  the  placing  of  said  portrait  in 
the  Public  Library,  and  extending  thanks  to  C. 
H.  Brainard  and  others  for  their  gift  of  a  portrait 
of  Charles  Sumner,  painted  by  Edgar  Parker;  and 
providing  lor  the  placing  of  said  portrait  in  Fau- 
euil  Hall.  The  resolutions  were  severally  read 
twice  and  adopted. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  primary 
school  accommodations  in  the  Prescoft  District, 
Charlestown.     Order  passed  to   a  second    reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $300  per  annum  for  rent 
of  headquarters  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infant- 
ry, at  the  Waverly  House,  Charlestown.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water  the  expense  of  procuring 
information'  relative    to    an   adequate    supply  of 
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;  for  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings 
ity  Council  came   from   the   other  branch 


contract! 

of  the  City  ( 

referred  to  a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of 

Aldermen  Hall  and  Prescott,  with  such  as  the 

Common  Council  may  join. 

The  petition  was  iead,  atid  the  question  was 
upon  concurring  in  the  reference. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  0 — I  do  not  rise  to  make 
any  opposition  to  the  petition  going  to  a  special 
committee  of  conference,  but  I  hardly  think  there 
will  be  any  necessity  for  so  doing,  after  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  case  has  been  made.  My  experience 
on  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  in  this  branch 
of  the  City  Council  convinced  me  that  a  morning 
paper  could  not  do  this  work  properly,  and  all  the 
evidence  I  can  get  from  any  other  source— espe- 
cially from  the  clerks  and  reporters— has  only  cor- 
roborate i  that  opinion.  We  had  proposals  before 
us  from  three  different  papers.  As  that  petition 
states,  the  Globe  was  til"  lowest  bidder.  As  near 
as  we  could  figure  it,  their  proposal  would  amount 
to  about  $4500  for  the  year,  while  the  Transcript 
offered  to  do  the  work  for  $6000.  From  the  best 
evidence  that  we  could  get  it  appeared  that  the 
city  circulation  of  the  (ilobe  was  1201)  and  that  of 
the  Transcript  9200.  We  did  not  feel  as  though  it 
was  one  of  those  cases  where  it  was  necessary 
that  the  contract  should  lie  given  to  the  lowest 
bidder.  We  felt  that  the  object  of  the  City 
Council  was  to  reach  the  largest  number 
of  readers  for  the  least  sum.  The  com- 
mittee decided — I,  for  one,  certainly  thought 
so,  and  I  suppose  the  others  did— that  for  six 
thousand  dollars  we  could  reach  a  much  larger 
number  of  readers  in  the  Transcript  than  we 
could  for  four  thousand  live  hundred  dollars  iu 
the  Globe,  and  we  would  thereby  give  better  sat- 
isfaction both  to  tlie  public  and  the  Council. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  believe,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  has  said,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  statement  in  the  petition  of  the  (ilobe 
Publishing  Company  upon  this  subject— that  their 
offer  was  considerably  less  than  that  made  by 
the  Transcript, and  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
the  committee  that  the  (ilobe  is  a  well-established 
paper,  that  its  proprietors  are  responsible  parties, 
and  that  it  can  do  what  any  morning  paper  could 
reason  _ibly  be  expected  to  do.  Putin  awarding 
this  contract  there  were  other  considerations 
besides  the  expense.  The  committee  gave 
a  very  careful  consideration  to  this  sub- 
ject ;  'there  were  three  different  meetings  ; 
a  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  investigation, 
and  the  committee  decided  to  award  the 
contract  to  the  Transcript.  They  believed,  as  has 
been  said,  that  one  consideration  is  the  respect- 
ive circulation  of  the  two  papers.  Another  con- 
sideration—one which,  perhaps,  influenced  me 
more  than  any  other— was  the  necessity  of  a  care- 
ful revision  of  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Council,  both  by  the  clerks  of  the 
two  branches  and  by  the  reporter.  We  be- 
lieved that  if  the  City  Governme.it  is  go- 
ing to  pay  for  publishing  reports  in  a  news- 
paper, it  was  the  first  duty  of,  the  committee 
to  see  that  those  reports  are  as  correct  as 
possible,  and  from  the  consideration  they  gave 
the  subject,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
with  the  la'e  meetings  which  are  held  both  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  it  is 
impossible  for  a  morning  paper  to  give  what  we 
should  all  regard  as  correct  ollicial  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council.  We  believed 
that  the  clerks  of  the  two  blanches  should— 
as  they  do  now— revise  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  it  would  be  impossible  fov  them 
to  do  this  if  the  report  is  published  on  the 
morning  after  the  session.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council.  When  we  take  into  consideration  that 
meetings  frequently  last  until  eleven  o'clock,  and 
that  four  or  five  hours  are  required  to  write  out 
what  has  occupied  but  a  single  hour  in  speaking, 
we  see  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  get  the  reports 
written  out  and  revised  carefully  in  time  for  a 
paper  which  goes  to  press  at  four  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  I  think  it  is  conceded  that  the  report 
is  done  in  as  careful  and  thorough  a  manner 
as  can  reasonably  be  expected  ;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  has  seemed  to  the  committee, 
after  a  careful  investigation,  that  revision  by  the 
clerks  is  an  absolute    necessity    to    prevent   mis- 
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takes.  I  happened  to  get  hold  of  a  portion  of  the 
proof  of  tin-  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of 
this  Council  which  was  sent  to  the  clerk,  and  in 
that  one  column  there  were  three  important  mis- 
takes, and,  in  justice  to  the  reporter,  I  must  say 
that  he  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  them.  I 
am  told  bv  our  clerk  that  this  is  a  fair  sample  of 
the  mistakes  which  occur,  and  by  the  City  Clerk 
that  a  great  many  more  occur  in 'the  report  of  the 
business  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  which  are 
corrected  before  the  time  for  publication.  Both 
the  clerks  agree  that  revision  is  necessary  to 
secure  accuracy.  It  is  very  ea*y  to  see  the  neces- 
sity of  a  revision  of  the  yeas  and  nays;  there- 
porter,  be  he  ever  so  correct,  cannot  always  be 
able  to  have  matters  stated  precisely  as  they 
occur;  their  are  informalities  in  the 
mode  of  putting  motions,  stating  questions 
and  designating  gentlemen— and  numberless 
other  opportunities  for  mistakes  are  constantly 
occurring,  to  obviate  which  a  careful  revision  is 
required,  not  only  by  the  clerks,  but  by  the  re- 
porter himself.  X  think  it  is  the  experience  of 
members,  that  if  their  remarks  are  to  be  reported 
and  gi'-en  to  the  public,  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  look  ov-er  the 
proofs  and  see  that  they  are  correctly  reported. 
These  were  the  considerations  that  particularly 
influenced  me  as  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Two  members  of  the 
committee  have  stated  their  reasons  for  acting  as 
thev  have  in  this  matter,  and  as  another  member 
of  that  committee  I  desire  to  say  that  I  agree 
entirely  with  them  in  the  conclusion  at  which  tney 
arrived.  The  Globe's  bid  was  decidedly  the 
lowest;  that  is,  thev  proposed  to  print  the  report 
for  three  cents  a  Hiie  and  the  Transcript's  proposal 
was  about  four  and  a  third  cents.  But  it  seemed 
to  me  that  it  was  not  merely  a  question  which 
was  going  to  do  it  for  the  lowest  price 
per  line,  but  what  the  respective  papers 
were  going  to  give  the  city  for  its  money.  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  the  circulation  seemed* to  be  an 
important  matter.  These  reports  are  printed  in 
order  to  convey  to  citizens  generally  full  informa- 
tion of  what  is  done  at  City  Hall."  Our  object  is 
to  send  this  report  among  the  people,  and  if  one 
paper  circulates  but  half  as  much  among 
the  citizens  of  Boston  as  another,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  worth  a  great  deal  less 
to  have  the  report  in  that  paper.  We  made 
careful  inquiries  as  to  the  circulation  of  those  two 
papers  in  the  city;  the  out-of-town  circulation 
seemed  to  be  immaterial.  We  obtained  from  the 
publishers  of  the  Transcript  a  statement  that 
their  circulation  within  the  city  limits  was  sub- 
stantially about  9200  copies  per  day.  The  publish- 
ers of  the  Crlobe  gave  a  similar  statement,  to  the 
effect  that  their  circulation  in  the  city  was 
4200  copies  per  day.  As  this  matter  was,  by 
accident,  incorrectly  stated  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  I  desire  particularly  to  say  that 
statement  does   not    purport    to    give    the 


script  is  especially  a  Boston  paper,  circulating 
largely  in  Boston  ;  while  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  the  circulation  of  the  Globe,  I  understand,  is 
out  of  town.  It  seemed  to  me  tnat  the  Tran- 
script, with  a  circulation  in  the  city  more  than 
twice  that  of  the  Globe,  and  the  price  it  asked 
not  being  near  double,  would  give  more  for 
the  money  and  make  it  substantially  the  low- 
est bidder.  As  to  the  necessity  for  correctness 
in  the  report  of  the  proceedings,  that  had  as  great 
weight  with  noe  as  it  had  with  the  other  gentlemen. 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  important  to  have  the 
clerks  revise  the  proceedings,  which  they  cannot 
do  if  the  reports  are  published  in  a  morning  pa- 
per. When  gentlemen  make  carefully  prepared 
statements  relative  to  matters  of  importance  be 
fore  the  Council,  they  often  desire  to  look  over 
their  remarks  and  see  whether  they  are  reported 
correctly.  A  very  slight  mistake  may  spoil  the 
whole  point  to  what  is  said.  There  were  in 
the  report  of  my  remarks  at  the  last  meet- 
ing one  or  two  slight  mistakes  which,  though 
very  serious  as  affecting  the  sense,  were  wholly 
excusable  so  far  as  the  reporter  or  printer  were 
concerned.  These  I  coirected  on  reading  over 
the  proof.  Although  they  were  very  slight,  I 
should  have  been  sorry  to  have  had  them  go  to  the 
public.  I  would  state  further,  that  the  commit- 
tee, being  restricted  to  spending  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding §6000,  considered  that  they  ought  to  re- 
quire that  that  amount  should  be  the  limit  paid,  and 
that  any  paper  taking  the  contract  should  agree 
to  do  the  work  for  the  whole  year  for  $6000,  even  if 


it  came  to  more  than  that  at  the  raies  i 
by  them.  If  it  came  to  less  than  S6000,  the  city 
should  have  the  advantage  of  that.  The  expense 
is  not  to  exceed  86000  for  the  year.  Last  year  the 
contract  was  made  in  such  a  way  that  the  appro- 
priation was  exceeded,  and  it'  has  been  neces^ 
sarv  this  spring  to  call  upon  the  City  Coun,- 
cil  for  an  additional  appropriation.  *As  the 
committee  have  voted  there  is  no  possibility  of  a 
call  for  an  additional  appropriation  this  "year. 
The  contract  is  to  be  made  on  the  terms 
proposed,  the  aggregate  not  to  exceed  $6000. 
As  near  as  we  could  estimate  this  work  at 
the  Transcript's  figures,  it  would  amount  to  .si;500, 
but  we  voted  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole  year  should  not  in  any  event  exceed  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  City  Council.  Those 
are  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  act  as  I  have 
done.  In  regard  to  an  investigation  of  what  the 
committee  has  done,  I  do  not  wish  to  stand  in  the 
way  if  the  Council  desire  to  have  one.  I  believe 
that  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts  and  the  only 
question  is  whether  or  not  we  have  judged  right- 
ly. Under  the  order  passed,  the  committee  were 
given  full  authority  to  make  the  contract,  and 
they  did  not  expect  to  be  overruled.  If  there  is 
any"  charge  of  corrupt  motives,  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  investigated.  If  there  is  anything  to  be 
investigated,!  am  not  the  one  to  object,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  th'_>  whole  matter  has  been  stated 
to  the  Council  by  the  committee,  and  if  the  Coun- 
cil think  we  erred,  notwithstanding  all  these 
reasons,  perhaps  the  better  plan  would  be  now  to 
pass  a  vote  instructing  the  committee  to  contract 
with  the  Globe. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11— We  have  heard  from  the 
three  members  of  the  commit  tee. and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  for.the  (  ouncil  to  decide  the  matter,  hav- 
ing due  regard  tor  the  feelings  of  the  petitioners 
and  the  members  of  the  other  branch  and  also  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  who  have  already  decided 
to  give  the  contract  to  the  Transcript,  "it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  not  the  cheapest  price  which  is 
offered  by  the  Globe.  They  represent  in  their  pe- 
tition that  it  is,  but  as  I  understand  it,  S45'i0  pays 
for  a  circulation  in  421)11  copies  of  the  Globe,  and 
300  sheets  for  the  use  of  the  City  Government; 
whereas,  suonn  pays  for  the  circulation  among  the 
people  who  are  paying  for  it  of  9200  copies  of  the 
Transcript  and  300  slips.  I  claim  that  the  Globe's  is 
not  the  cheaper  proposal,  and.  with  all  proper  re- 
spect for  the  petitioners  and  the  other  branch,  I 
shall  move  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners  and 
the  order  from  the  other  branch  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  that  the  action  of  the  committee, 
which  has  full  power,  and  which  has  always  been 
exercised  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  Council, 
may  be  carried  out  this  year. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  wish  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion, if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  will  withdraw 
his  motion  for  a  moment. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time,  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  taking  precedence. 

Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11 — My  idea  in  making  the 
motion  was  to  have  the  matter  decided  by  the 
Council,  but  with  proper  respect  for  all  parties. 
We  have  heard  all  that  can  be  learned,  it  seems  to 
me,  and  further  discussion  is  immaterial.  I  think 
the  Council  is  competent  to  decide  the  question. 
Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— AVith  all  due  respect  to 
the  committee,  I  believe  we  should  concur  in  this 
reference.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  committee  is- 
sued a  notice  for  proposals  for  reporting  and 
printing  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Government, 
and  they  made  no  mention  whether  it  should  be 
in  a  morning  or  an  evening  paper.  The  offer  was 
to  all  papers  and  no  mention  was  made  of  circula- 
tion. They  issued  their  notice  for  proposals  and 
two  bids  came  in,  one  from  the  Transcript,  which 
has  done  the  work  for  many  years,  and  one 
from  a  new  competitor.  We  all  know  that  it  is 
difficult  for  a  new  man  to  get  into  a  place.  It  is 
no  more  than  right  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Globe  should  have  a  hearing,  independent  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing.  The  committee  did  not 
advertise  for  the  evening  papers  alone,  but  for  all 
papers,  and  by  all  the  rules  of  justice  and  fairness 
the  contract  belongs  to  the  Globe.  It  is  immate- 
rial, it  is  nothing,  whether  the  circulation  be  4000 
or  6000.  If  a  gentleman  or  lady  wishes  to  read  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  he  or  she  could  get 
a  copy  of  the  Globe  aiid  do  so,  just  as  they  do  now 
in  the  Transcript,  and  thereby  help  to'uicrease 
the  circulation  of  the  Globe,  which  in  my  estima- 
tion is  as  good  a  paper  as  the  Transcript.  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  help  appointing  the  committee 
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proposed  by  the  coordinate    branch  to  see  if  jus- 
tice has  been  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  22—1  hope  that  the  Council 
will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
reference  of  this  matter  to  a  special  committee. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  consideration  which 
ought  to  have  most  weight  with  the  Council  is 
whether  or  not  the  Boston  Daily  Globe  has  com- 
plied with  the  requirements  of  tiie  advertisement 
asking  for  proposals.  It  it  has  and  its  publishers 
feel  that  by  the  action  of  the  committee  they  have. 
been  aggrieved,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  perfect- 
ly, proper  step  for  them  to  take  to  ask  the  City 
Government  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  rejection  of  their  proposal.  It  is  not  to  jus- 
tify the  Printing  Committee  in  their  course,  or  to 
do  the  opposite,  hut  simply  to  grant  this  petition 
to  refer  this  matter  to  a  special  committee,  and 
allow  that  committee  to  report  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, so  that  the  Boston  ( .lobe  may  ascertain 
why,  all  things  being  considered,  its  bid,  though 
the  lowest,  was  not  accepted.  The  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  fioni  Ward  20,  in  relation 
to  circulation,  is  very  pertinent.  If  there  are  peo- 
ple in  this  city  who  pure  base  the  Transcript  to  as- 
certain the  doings  of  the  City  Council,  they  will 
purchase  the  Globe  for  the  same  reason.     I  am  not 


prepared,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Goverr 
to  say  that  it  affects  the  circulation  of  the  Tran- 
script, but  if  it  does,  those  persons  who  desire  to 
read  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  will  purchase 
the  Globe  as  soon  as  they  know  that  the  Globe 
contains  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Boston 
Globe  has,  in  a  proper  spirit,  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  advertisement,  and  its  pub- 
lishers, feeling  aggrieved  at  the  action  of  the 
committee,  want  to  know,  through  an  investi- 
gating committee,  why  their  bid,  being  the  lowest, 
was  thrown  out.  For  that  reason  I  sincerely  hope 
that  this  matter  will  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  regarding  it  more  as  a 
committee  of  investigation  tor  the  satisfaction  of 
the  petitioner  than  an  investigation  of  the  doings 
of  the  committee.  Such  action  by  the  Council 
will  be  a  very  proper  step  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter now  before  the  Council,  it  is  a  question  wheth- 
er or  not  a  joint,  special  committee  shall  be  ap- 
pointed.    Am  1  right,  Mr.  President? 

The  President.— The  gentleman  has  stated  the 
question  correctly. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — That  would  seem  to  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  be  a  question  as.  to  whether  or 
not  the  Standing  ( 'oniinittcc  on  Printing  have  ex- 
ercised a  proper  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and 
whether  or  not  they  have  come  to  a  proper  con- 
clusion upon  these'  propositions.  Well,  now,  sir. 
I  feel,  as  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
Stand  by  the  report  of  that  committee,  believing 
it  to  be  right,  and  for  good  reasons.  I  believe  the 
committee  have  done  right  in  the  exercise  of  their 
powers  and  jurisdiction.  I  think  I  am  right  when 
I  say  that  they  have  full  authority  to  make  a  con- 
tract, and  it  is  none  of  our  business  any  way. 
Nevertheless,  this  matter  comes  before  us 
in  the  form  of  a  petition,  which  it  is  right 
and  proper  to  entertain.  Now,  sir,  what  are 
the  reasons  of  the  committee  for  this  action? 
The  three  members  of  the  committee  have  stated 
their  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  if  I  understand 
them  aright,  thev  believe  that  it  is  best  that  the, 
doings  of  the  City  Council  should  be  printed  in  an 
evening  paper.  I  believe,  sir,  that  that  is  entirely 
correct.  I  do  not  believe  that  there,  is  a  morning 
paper  in  Boston  that  can  report  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council  as  well  as  an  evening  paper 
could.  Well,  the  question  comes  as  to  whether 
the  Transcript  does  the  work  correctly.  I  have 
had  occasion  to  say  something  in  this  Council, 
and  have  had  occasion  to  examine  the  reports  be- 
fore they  were  published,  and  almost  without  ex- 
ception i  have  found  those  reports  to  be  correct. 
There  are  instances  where  errors  creep  in,  and 
they  will  creep  in,  owing  to  the  confusion  which 
sometimes  arises  here,  and  the  ideas  of  gentle- 
men, stated  here  as  roughly  as  mine  often 
are,  are  sometimes  not  reported  correctly. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  correcting  the  re- 
port of  what  I  say,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
a  privilege  that  members  should  be  allowed. 
Now,  then,  upon  another  point— that  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  two  papers:  that  of  the  Transcript  is 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  double  that  of  the 
Globe.  Being  double,  it  seems  to  me  eminently 
fitting  and  proper,  ami  that  it  is  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  Council  to  advocate  the  publication  of 
the  report  in  that  paper  which  has  double  the  cir- 


culation of  the  other,  as  reaching  a  larger  number 
of  our  constituents.  But  again,  sir,  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  reporters 
of  those  two  distinct  papers.  I  have  had  occasion 
to  examine  the  reports  of  these  papers,  not  only 
of  proceedings  here  but  in  the  Legislature,  and 
I  shall  not  be  travelling  out  of  my  course  or  my 
prerogative  when  I  say  that  the  reports  of 
the  Globe  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member,  are  entirely  partial  and  without  proper 
consideration  for  the  rights  of  the  public,  and 
this  is  not  the  first  or  the  second  time  I  have  had 
occasion  to  speak  of  it.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
speak  of  it  three  times  to  the  proprietors  of  that 
paper,  some  of  whom  are  my  particular  friends. 
I  believe  that  Colonel  Chailes  II.  Taylor,  the  man- 
ager of  the  Globe,  is  one  of  the  best  managers  of 
a  paper  in  the  city  of  Boston;  but  I  believe  that 
there  are  parties  managing  that  paper  who 
do  not  correctly  direct  their  reporters,  and 
if  they  do  their  reporters  do  not  follow 
those  directions.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see 
and  hear  those  reports  criticised  daily  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  1  have  seen  and  correct- 
ed the  Globe's  report-,  day  after  day,  in  the  House, 
and  Inever  hesitate  to  say  it  in  public  or  in  pri- 
vate, that  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  made  by  the  Globe  arc  not  worthy  of 
the  esteem  of  which  the  paper  itself  is  worthy. 
Hence,  sir,  if  for  no  other  reason,  I  should  report 
against  the  Globe  and  in  favor  of  the  Transcript, 
or  of  any  other  paper  which  gives  as  correct  re- 
ports as  the  Transcript.  Now,  sir.  I  do  not  desire 
to  express  any  special  feeling  on  this  subject,  and 
I  rise  here  only  to  state  that  I  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  conclusion  to  which  the  committee 
have  arrived,  and  1  should  hope  that  this  petition 
would  be  rejected  in  some  form  that  is  proper  and 
right  under  the  circumstances,  although  I  do  not 
care  to  make  a  motion  myself.  I  believe  that  the 
people  of  Boston  will  be  better  served  at  the  price 
proposed  by  the  Transcript  for  the  publishing  of 
the  reports  of  the  p.oceedings  of  this  Government 
than  they  will  at  the  price  proposed  by  any  other 
paper,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  the 
whole  matter  to  the  committee.  I  believe  that  it  is 
wholly  unnecessary  to  have  any  investigation  take 
place,  such  as  has  been  asked  for.  I  have  entire 
confidence  in  the  committee's  statements,  and  I 
should  hope  that  tlvir  report  would    be    accepted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  inform  us  whether  the  State  pays  for  an 
official  report  of  the  proceedings  and  the  speeches 
of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  ?  That  may 
have  some  bearing  on  the  point. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10- While  1  have  full  confi- 
dence in  the  Committee  on  Printing,  who  have 
brought  in  their  report,  1  think  there  is  one  ques- 
tion which  they  ought,  to  consider,  and  which  has 
not  been  mentioned  here,  and  that  is,  how  much 
the  circulation  id'  the  Transcript  is  increased  by 
the  publication  of  the  reports,  and  how  much  it 
would  be  decreased  and  how  much  the  Globe's 
would  be  increased  by  the  taking  away  of  there- 
ports.  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  Transcript's  cir- 
culation is  much  larger  by  the  publication  of  these 
reports  of  the  City  Council,  and  1  think  that  that 
question  should  have  been  taken  into  account.  I 
trust  that  this  reference  will  be  concurred  in  by 
the  Council,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  any  com- 
mittee to  which  it,  may  be  referred  will  approve  of 
all  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  for  I 
think  that  tney  acted  right,  they  no  doubt  having 
taken  all  the  uuestions  into  consideration, 

Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
very  desirable  and  highly  proper  that  this  refer- 
ence should  be  concurred  in,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  at  large.  Further,  1  understand  that 
this  Printing  Committee  were  not,  by  any  means, 
unanimous  in  the  award  ;  there  was  only  a  majority 
of  one  in  favor  of  the  disposition  which  was  made 
of  the  matter.  As  has  been  stated  here,  the 
advertisement  calling  for  proposals  made 
no  statement,  no  reference  at  all  to  the 
circulation  of  the  papers.  If  circulation 
were  to  enter  into  account  at  all,  there 
are  papers  in  the  citv,  I  presume,  which  circulate 
50,000,  or  (50,000,  or  70,000,  or  more.  But  thati"at- 
ter  has  not.  been  introduced.  If  any  one  daily 
paper  has  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  City  Council,  the  public  know  it,  and  under- 
stand where  the  reports  are  to  be  had,  and  any 
citizens  who  are  desirous  of  being  informed  of 
the  doings  at  City  Hall  can  procure  that  paper.  I 
do  not  see  how  this  Council  would  be  justified  in 
Choking  this  matter  oil  by  giving  these  petitioners 
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leave  to  withdraw  or  by  indefinitely  postponing 
further  consideration  of  'the  matter.  The  propri- 
etors of  the  Globe,  believing  that  they  have  cause 
for  grievance,  have  come  forward  in  a  proper 
manner,  and  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  reasona- 
ble courtesy.  If  the  committee  have  come  to  a 
right  conclusion  the  evidence  will  confirm  it,  and, 
in  the  end,  the  Citv  Government  will  give  a  just 
decision.  I  hope  that  the  reference  will  be  con- 
curred in,  and  a. report  obtained  from  a  special 
committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  sympathize  with  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  in  the 
propriety  of  this  concurrence,  and  for  this  reason: 
that  the 'public  at  large  may  be  atisried.  however 
conscientious  any  committee  may  be,  if  their  ac- 
tion should  grieve  any  parties,  particularly  those 
occupying  as  respectable  a  position  as  the  propri- 
etors of  the  Globe,  they  can  come  here  and  have 
an  investigation  of  the  action  of  the  committee  by 
which  they  are  aggrieved.  The  Committee  onPrint- 
ing  have  "undoubtedly  acted  perfectly  conscien- 
tiously and  properly,  but  I  trust  that  the  Council 
will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  would  like  to  ask  what 
was  the  circulation  of  the  other  paper  that  was  a 
bidder. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  about 
that.  The  third  paper  was  the  Advertiser,  and  we 
considered  that  the  bid  wa-  higher  than  that  of 
the  Transcript.  I  did  not  consider  the  circulation 
of  that  paper. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  did  not  exactly  un- 
derstand the  answer  of  the  gentleman,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  price  of  the  Advertiser  was  greater  than 
that  of  either  of  the  others.  It  was  five  cents 
per  line.  There  is  one  matter  which  I  would  sug- 
gest for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  an  that 
is  that  the  present  contract  for  printing  ;hese  re- 
ports expires  on  July  1,  and  if  we  go  into  an  inves- 
tigation, and  delay  about  determining  who  fhall 
print  the  reports,  after  the  1st  of  July  we  maybe 
left  without  any  reports  at  all.  It  was  also  inti- 
mated that  we  ought  to  have  advertised  only  for 
evening  papers,  if  we  thought  that  they  were  the 
only  proper  ones.  My  own  impression  has  been 
that  it  was  best  to  advertise  for  proposals  from 
all  the  papers.  We  did  advertise  for  all,  but  dis- 
tinctlv  reserved  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  pro- 
posals. We  could  not  tell  about  it.  There 
might  be  a  morning  paper  willing  to  do  it 
for"  nothing,  or  an  evening  paper  might  not  be 
willing  to  do  it  except  at  an  exorbitant  price.  All 
those  considerations  decided  us  to  hear  what 
every  paper  had  to  say .  Two  morning  papers  and 
one  evening  one  made  proposals.  We  considered 
which  was  in  fact  the  lowest  bidder  at  the  figures 
mentioned,  and  the  conclusion  ot  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch 
was  that  the  Transcript  was  the  lowest  bidder. 
Another  gentleman  suggested  that  we  had  not 
answered  whether  the  greater  circulation  of  the 
Transcript  might  not  be  due  to  the  publication  of 
these  reports.  We  could  not  think,  after  giving 
our  best  thought  to  the  subject,  that  that  was  the 
result.  It  seemed  to  us  that  but  a  com- 
paratively small  part  of  the  circulation  of 
the  Transcript  was  due  to  the  publica- 
tion of  these  reports,  while  the  city  circula- 
tion of  the  Transcript  was  twice'  that  of 
the  Globe  without  any  such  consideration.  There 
are  persons  who  wish  to  read  these  reports,  and 
have  subscribed  for  the  Transcript  for  that  pur- 
pose. They  may  have  been  led  to  do  this  on  ac- 
count of  the  reports ;  but  if  we  shift  the  report, 
they  will  have  a  new  paper  on  their  hands.  It 
would  be  like  shifting  the  school  books  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Any  unnecessary  shifting  of  the  pa- 
per ought  to  be  avoided.  It  seems  to  me  tnat 
it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  citizens  to 
keep  the  reports  in  the  paper  in  whieli  they  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  having  them.  Another  gen- 
tleman suggested  that  when  any  party  of  respect- 
ability comes  and  asks  for  ah  investigation  we 
should  have  an  examination  by  another  commit- 
tee of  the  thing  of  which  he  complains.  I  think 
that  theory  will  not  hoid  water.  If  we  are  going 
to  have  a  new  committee  upon  everything  that 
has  been  done  we  should  have  our  haiids  full.  If 
any  gentlemen  feel  that  they  are  aggrieved  they 
should  come  here,  state  their  case,  and  the  Coun- 
cil should  consider  it;  but  I  do  not  see  that  in  this 
case  an  investigation  will  lead  to  the  discovery  of 
facts  not  already  stated.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
for  having  any  investigation,  unless  there  is  some 
charge  of  corruption. 
Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— It  does  not  seem  to  me 


that  this  matter  should  be  passed  over  without 
anv  substantial  consideration.  A  certain  princi- 
ple' is  involved  here  which  will  show  to  the  people 
of  Boston  at  large  now  this  Government  proposes 
to  do  things  at  this  City  Hall,  whether  in  the  most 
economical  way  or  not.  Now,  I  understand  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  propose  to  do  this 
work  for  more  than  thirty  per  cent,  less  than  the 
Transcript,  and  they  guarantee  to  give  cor- 
rect reports  on  the  "morning  after  the  meeting. 
I  am  informed  that  the  only  reason  of  any  weight 

fiven  by  the  committee  is  "the  circulation.  I  un- 
erstand  that  the  circulation  of  the  Globe 
in  the  city  of  Boston  is  today,  on  the 
average,  6000  copies  daily.  Whether  that  is  so 
or  not,  1  do  not  know,  but'l  am  so  informed.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  have'a  correct  statement  given  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  next  morning's  issue,  we  all  know  how 
frequent  it  is,  after  political  or  public  meetings 
held  in  Faneuil  Hall,  Music  Hall  or  Tremont 
Temple,  that  you  have  full,  verbatim  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  those  meetings  in  the 
papers  the  next  morning,  even  when  the  meet- 
ings hold  as  late  as  11  or  12  o'clock.  At  the 
State  House,  too,  where  long  investigations 
are  often  carried  on  until  midnight,  many 
speeches  being  made,  and  we  know  that  the  papers 
come  out  with  full  reports  in  the  morning.  It  cer- 
tainly would  be  a  source  of  great  disappointment 
and  dissatisfaction  to  us  if  we  had  to  wait  until 
the  evening  after  the  proceedings  for  those  re- 
ports. I  do  not  believe  that  in  this  enlightened 
age  a  morning  paper  will  be  unable  to  give  full 
and  correct  reports  the  next  morning  after  a  ses- 
sion. I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  referred.  I 
have  to  particular  feeling  about  it;  indeed,  other 
things  being  equal.  I  would  rather  the  Transcript 
should  have  it;  but  then,  this  thirty  or  forty  per 
cent,  should  be  saved  to  the  city,  if  we  are  going 
on  with  our  contracts  and  build  our  conduits  to 
Sudbury  River  on  the  plan  which  has  been  shown 
here,  it  "is  no  wonder  that  we  shill  spend  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  on  our  water  works,  and  the  peo- 
ple will  want  to  know  about  it.  I  trust  the  pe- 
tition will  be  referred  in 


Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— I  should  like  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  clerks  of  the  two  branches,  this  revision 
should  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  a  correct  re- 
port, and  they  say  it  is  impossible  to  revise  the 
reports  of  tlie  proceedings  of  either  branch  if 
they  are  published  in  a  morning  paper.  In  regard 
to  mistakes,  I  should  like  to  state  to  the  Council 
the  three  important  mistakes  in  one  column  of  the 
rough  proof  of  last  week's  proceedings,  which  I 
saw.  There  was  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a  peti- 
tioner; another  in  the  name  of  the  person  appoint- 
ed Poundkeeper  for  the  Charlestowii  District ;  and 
there  was  also  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  a  gentle- 
man who  made  a  certain  motion,  and  from  in- 
vestigation, 1  believe  that  the  reporter  cannot  be 
held  accountable  for  any  one  of  those  errors. 
These  are  such  as  must  inevitably  occur,  unless 
there  be  a  revision  by  the  clerks.  In  answer  to 
the  criticism  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10, 1  would  state  that"  an  inquiry  was  made  as  to 
the  influence  on  the  circu'ation  by  the  publication 
of  these  reports.  The  proprietors  of  the  Tran- 
script thought  that  there  was  no  very  material 
change,  and  they  judged  from  the  fact' that  there 
was  no  extra  demand  for  papers  when  the  reports 
are  published,  and  that  on  days  when  there  are  no 
reports  the  paper  sells  just  as  well.  So  far  as 
daily  subscribers  are  concerned,  it  makes  no 
material  difference.  I  would  also  say  that  this 
same  question  came  up  several  years  ago,  when  a 
morning  paper  was  the  lowest  bidder,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  the  Evening  Transcript. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  would  inquire  if  the 
proprietors  of  the  Globe  ever  stated  that  they 
could  not  peiform  the  duties  required  by  the  con- 
tract? Did  they  ever  say  that  they  could  not  give 
a  full  and  correct  report  "the  next  morning? 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— As  I  said  before,  the 
proprietors  stated  that  they  would  give  a  report 
in  the  morning,  and  I  believe  they  would  give  as 
good  a  report  as  could  be  got  in  any  morning  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— The  gentleman  said  that 
certain  mistakes  were  made  in  the  evening  paper, 
even  with  the  revision.  I  do  not  see,  by  hi?  argu- 
ment, why  it  should  be  done  any  worse  in  the 
Globe  than  the  Transcript. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— The  gentleman  must 
remember  that  all  the  mistakes  which  I  mention- 
ed were  corrected  before  publication  in  the  paper. 
They  were  mistakes  made  in  the  proof. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Shaw  oi  Ward  r>— I  hope  that  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  read  the  morning  papers  to- 
morrow, ami  see  how  correctly  our  debates  are  re- 


it  boldly  and  fea.ile.-sly,  because  1  state  it  correct- 
ly. If  that  is  the  slate  things  will  be  in  when  they 
go  into  the  record,  as  they  have  been  heretofore, 
it  may  be  a  subject  for  consideration.  Our  young 
friends  here  have  an  abundance  of  time  to  report 
us  correctly,  and  yet  I  find  our  debates  inade- 
quately reported,  and  statements  of  my  colleagues 
given  incorrectly.  I  find  remarks  sometimes 
incorrectly  stated  as  conclusions  of  reporters: 
they  are  their  ideas,  not  the  conclusions 
stated  here.  Unless  we  have  an  opportunity  to 
correct  the  matter  that  ^omes  from  the  reporter 
and  goes  into  the  paper,  I  ask  with  what  satisfac- 
tion shall  we  see  that  report?  If  we  are  to  have  a 
verbatim  report,  then  let  us  have  it  so;  if  we  are 
to  have  but  a  svnopsis.  let  us  have  it  so.  I  do  not 
wish  to  get  up  here  and  make  ai.y  statements 
which  I  desire 'or  am  willing  to  have  misreported, 
and  thus  go  among  my  constituents,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  1  speak  the' feelings  of  my  colleagues. 
Let  tis  have  our  matters  looked  over  and  exam- 
ined before  they  go  into  history.  Therefore  I  say, 
sir,  that  while  we  all  may  believe  in  the  accuracy 
and  the  good  management  of  the  Boston 
Globe,  I  believe,  sir,  that  no  morning  paper 
in  Boston  can  correctly  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  session  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. Therefore  I  do  not  believe  any  morning  pa- 
per should  have  this  work.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
is  for  our  interest,  and  it  is  creditable  for 
us  to  be  so  reported.  I  think  that  any  evening 
paper  can  dp  it  better  than  any  morning  paper, 
and  I  have  yet  to  find  the  person  who  finds  fault 
with  the  reports  of  the  Transcript.  1  believe  that 
since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  when  our 
present  reporter,  with  his  stenography,  came  in, 
we  have' had,  in  the  main,  entirely  satisfac- 
tory reports,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  the  contract 
should  be  given  to  the  Transcript  for  those  rea- 
sons. I  have  no  special  friendliness  for  the  Tran- 
script, but  I  do  have  for  the  Boston  (ilobe,  which 
I  read,  everv  morning  of  my  life,  with  more  pleas- 
ure—I  will  'modify  that— with  as  much  pleasure 
as  anv  other  morning  paper.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
grand  paper,  and  ably  managed,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  possible  for  it 
to  print  correct  reports  on  the  mornings 
following  the  late  meetings  that  we  hold. 
Ii.  regard  to  the  statement  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  4,  that  reports  of  meetings  in'  Faneuil  Hall 
and  Music  Hall  are  published  the  next  miirning, 
why,  does  not  every  man  of  good  sense  know  that 
more  than  three-fourths  of  those  speeches  are  writ- 
ten and  given  to  the  press  in  advance  ?  When  I 
?et  up  here  to  speak  1  have  seldom  write  out  what 
have  to  say,  but  nevertheless  I  want  to  be  re- 
ported. 1  have  repeatedly  asked  that  every  word 
I  have  said  shad  lie  taken  down  by  our  official  re- 
porter and  published,  verbatim  et  literatim,.  I 
may  speak  hastily  and  without  notes,  but  I  mean 
to  s'peak  honest.lv  and  intelligently  as  I  can,  and  I 
desire  to  be  reported,  and  do  not  mean  to  have,  if 
I  can  help    it,    anv    distorted    statements  of  re- 

Sorts.  I  have  suffered  sometimes,  and  I  have 
ad  occasion  to  report  to  the  proprietors 
of  daily  papers  with  regard  to  the  incor- 
rectness of  reporters'  statements.  I  single 
out  nobody.  Inaccuracies  frequently  occur,  per- 
haps by  reason  of  ha-ty  statements  ma.de.  Re- 
porters 'often  make  mistakes  from  haste  and  care- 
lessness; I  do  not,  blame  them,  but  they  should  be 
more  careful  in  the  conclusions  to  which  they  ar- 
rive. Sometimes  they  distort  reports  and  desig- 
nate members  as  they  see  fit  by  their  own  idiosyn- 
cracies.  They  should  be  more  careful,  because 
their  statements  go  into  history.  I  want,  as  one 
very  humble  member  of  this  Council,  to  have 
whatever  I  may  say  go  into  history  correctly. 
Therefore  1  desire,  when  I  state  any  matter 
which  has  a  principle  at  the  bottom  of  it,  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  look  over  the  report  of  that 
statement  before  it  is  published  as  the  record  of 
the  Council  and  goes  into  history. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  Chair  decided  the  motion  out  of  order,  and 
the  question  of  concurring  with  the  other  branch 
in  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  a  .joint  special 
committee  was  put  and  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  call  was  not  sus- 
tained and  the  reference  was  concurred  in. 


fard  14  and  Whiston  of  Ward  8  to 
the  special  committee  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

ADDITIONAL    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  special 
assignment  for  nine  o'clock  [viz.,  the  report  and 
oriler  for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and 
Farm  Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city 
(Citv  Doc.  No.  17)]  be  taken  up.  My  object  in  call- 
ing this  matter  up  is  that  I  propose  to  move  that 
it  he  specially  assigned  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  in  September.  It  is  very  cer- 
tain that  we  cannot  get  reports  from  the  City  En- 
gineer on  the  union  of  the  CocliiUiate  and  Mystic, 
basins,  and  from  the  three  physicians  who  are  to 
be  appointed,  in  time  to  act  upon  them  before  the 
summer  vacation.  Therefore,  if  this  matter  be 
taken  up  I  shall  move  to  specially  assign  it  for 
consideration  on  the  first  meeting  in  September, 

The  special  assignment  was  taken  up, by  a  rising 
vote— 43  for,  o  against— and  Mr.  Pease  o'f  Ward  1 
moved  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
the  first  nnvting  in  September 

Mi.  Dean  of  Ward  12— I  rather  prefer  that  this 
motion  should  not  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  better  way  is  to  go  on  with  the  discussion, 
even  if  the  subject  is  not  disposed  of  till  Septem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  have  no  disposition  to 
choke  off  discussion,  but  it  is  very  evident  that 
we  cannot  act  intelligently  upon  this  matter  until 
we  have  the  report  of  the  City  Engineer  in  regard 
to  the  union  of  the  two  sources,  and  he  has  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  he  cannot  make  that  re- 
port for  several  weeks.  I  think  it  would  be  best 
no*  to  continue  the  discussion,  when  the  whole 
thing  may  lake  a  different  turn  after  we  get  that 
report.  We  expect  a  very  thorough  report  on  the 
project  of  connecting  the  two  sources. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  withdraw  all  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion  if  members  of  the  committee 
desire  the  matter  to  go  over  till  September. 

The  report  and  order  were  specially  assigned  for 
the  first  meeting  in  September. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  BEACH  STREET. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of  Beach 
street  (Citv  Document  No.  52),  and  also  recom- 
mending that  the  Finance  Committee  be  request- 
ed to  report  an  order  to  provide  the  means,  came 
from  the  other  branch. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  in  concurrence,  and  said  resolve  and 
order  were  read  a  second  time  anil  passed  in  con- 
currence-yeas 5(1,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

yeas— Messrs.  Barnes,  Beal,  Bearee,  Bleiler, 
Boardman,  Bracket*,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Butler,  Cawley,  Crocker.  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cushnian,  Dacev,  Davis,  Day,  Dean',  Denny,  Flat- 
lev,  Fuller,  (ioldthwiiit,  Cordon,  Kent,  Beach,  Lor- 
nig,  Martin,  Mmot,  Mooney,  Morse,  Noyes,  Page, 
Bealiody,  Pease,  l'crkins.  Bowers,  Bray,  Putnam, 
Shaw,  Spraguc,  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  War- 
ren, West,  Weston,  Willcutt,  Woods,  Woodward 
—50. 

Nays— Messrs.  Adams,  Barry,  Bong.  Sweat— 4. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Abbott,  Bent, 
Collins,  Flynn,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Hine,  Hun- 
newell,  Jennings,  Kimball,  McCarty,  Moley,  Rus- 
sell, Shepard,  Siblcv.  Smith,  Thacher,  Whiston,  E. 
P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur— 20. 

THK  WATER  STREET   EXTENSION. 

An  order  was  received    from   the  other  branch 

authorizing  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  if 
they  deem  it  expedient,  to  sell  by  auction  the  por- 
tion of  the  Boston  Post  estate,  at  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Devonshire  streets,  which  remains 
after  the  widening  of  Water  street,  or  to  procure 
plans  and  estimates  for  moving  back  or  remodel- 
ling the  building  thereon.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order   authorizing   the   Committee    on    Public 

Buildings  to  provide  accommodations  for  class  in- 
struction in  drawing  in  the  upper  story  of  City 
Hall,  Charlcstowu.     Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $:i44.:t5  for  the  reception 
and  entertainment  of  the  delegation  from  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Orders  authoi  i/.ing  an  expenditure  of  #225  in  fit- 
ting up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company 
<;,  Ninth  Regime  it  of  Infantry,  at  It  City  square, 
Charlcstowu;  and  authorizing  the  expenditure  cl 
$225  in  fitting   up   and   furnishing   the   armory  of 
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Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  Win- 
throp  street,  Charlestown.  Severally  passed — 
yeas  42,  nays  1. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petitions  for  ex- 
tension of  time  in  which  to  build  on  land  pur- 
chased from  the  city  by  H.  A.  Doe,  on  Broadway, 
and  Michael  Scanlan,  on  Fourth  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS   AND     ORDERS     FROM    COMMITTEES    SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds— Reports 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions 
of  J.  F.  Blackinton  ft  at.,  that  the  city  purchase 
land  on  Saratoga  and  Bennington  streets  in  East 
Boston  for  a  public  park,  and  of  Joseph  Kuhns  ct 
al.,  that  Orchard  park  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 
Severallv  accepted. 

By  Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  City  Hospital,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Mayor's  me'ssage  transmitting  a  communica- 
tion from  George  Goodnow  donating  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  in 
books  and  pamphlets  for  patients  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital—Report recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  George  Goodnow  for  his  generous 
gift  of  one  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  suitable  books 
and  pamphltts  for  the  natieuts  in  the  City  Hos- 
pital. 

Ordered,  That  the  gift  of  George  Goodnow  be 
accepted  and  the  amount  invested  in  boston  six 
per  cent,  bonds,  and  deposited  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  and  that  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  authorized  to  collect  the  interest  on  said  bonds 
semi-annually,  and  expend  the  same  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  of  the  donor. 

The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department, to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  from  the  South  Evangelical 
Society  of  West  Roxbuiy,  releasing  to  the  city 
their  interest  in  a  clock  on  said  church— Report 
recommending  the  pa-sage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  accept  the  public  clock  in 
the  tower  of  the  church  occupied  bv  the  South 
Evangelical  Society  in  West  Roxbuiy,  and  that 
until  otherwise  ordered  the  Fire  Commissioners 
have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  same. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grounds- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  sU300,  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion heretofore  made,  for  the  purchase  of  loam 
for  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum 
of  sio, Olio,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  hereto- 
fore made,  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding    $800   in   purchasing  sods   for  the 


public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $6500  in  purchasing  plants  for  the 
Public  Garden  and  public  squares  ;  said  sum  to  be 


The  orders  were  nassed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Barnes  of  Ward  11  said— 

I  would  like  to  ask  that  these  four  orders  take 
their  second  reading  at  this  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Auditor  to  receive  the  orderss  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  week,  so  that  pay- 
ments may  be  made  on  the  1st  of  July.  I  therefore 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  them  to 
lie  over. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  orders  were 
severallv  read  a  see 1  time  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  lire  Department — 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
James  M.  Davis  the  sum  of  S'J5,  for  the  care  of  the 
clock  in  the  tower  of  the  church  occupied  by  the 
South  Evangelical  Society  in  West  Itoxbury,  for 
the  six  months  ending  July  l,  1874  ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bells  and 
Clocks. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PREVENTIONOF  WASTE  WATER. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  oll'ered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Hoard  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  City  Council 
what  action  on  the  uart  of  the  Citv  Council  is  de- 
sirable to  enable  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  water. 


THE  WIDENING  OF  SHAWMUT  AVENUE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  IS-  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  rec  oinniending  the  passage  of  the 
resolve  and  order  for  widening  Sliawmut  avenue 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (Citv  Doc. 
No.  37.) 

Mr.  Putiam  cf  Ward  15— There  is  such  a  thin 
attendance,  the  hour  is  getting  late,  and  as  I  did 
not  expect  this  subject  to  be  called  up  this  even- 
ing, I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail,  I  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  take  up  this  resolve 
and  order  this  evening,  but  that  further  action 
upon  it  would  lie  postponed  till  the  next  meeting, 
when  we  can  all  look  at  the  plans,  and  when  I  wish 
to  say  something  about  the  policy  heretofore  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  the  widening  of  streets. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— My  only  object  was  to 
expedite  the  business  of  the  city,  a's  the  season  is 
getting  rather  late.  I  do  not  think-  we  shall  get  a 
larger  attendance  by  waiting  a  week.  The  order 
has  been  upon  the  table  one  week  already,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  time  enough  has  been 'allowed 
for  investigation. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15-One  other  reason  for 
delay  is  that  if  this  order  is  passed  it  will  involve 
the  cutting  down  of  some  trees  on  that  street 
which  afford  a  grateful  shade  during  the  summer 
time.  As  there  is  no  special  reason  for  widening 
the  street  this  Miminer,  the  order,  for  that  reason, 
might  lie  over  till  the  fall. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— That  seems  to  be  an 
argument  for  allowing  the  older  to  lie  over  till 
September  and  not  till  the  next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


387 


BOARD       OP       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    39,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  weie  drawn  for  the 
July  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Gideon  Walker, 
for  grade  damages  on  Carolina  avenue,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Ward  17. 

Henry  1.  Bowditch  et  al.,  that  Providence  street 
be  paved  with  wood. 

George  Crowninshield ,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Pynchon  street. 

Thomas  C.  Stearns  et  ai.,  that  the  passageway 
on  Worcester  street  near  the  "Home  for  Aged 
Men"  may  be  put  in  order. 

Albert  Cole  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on  M 
street,  near  Seventh  street,  and  on  Eighth  street, 
near  INI  street. 

Dennis  O'Leary  et  al.,  thai  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Second  street,  from  I  to  L  street,  and  on  K  street, 
from  First  street  to  Broadway. 

Henry  A.Johnson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
ai  SJ-'JOKiihv  street. 

John  H.  Butler  ctal.,  that  Balton  street,  from 
B  to  C  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Locke  &  Bubier  et  al.,  that  the  work  of  repair- 
ing Cornhill  may  tie  hastened,  as  said  work  great- 
ly inn  rrupts  business. 

Thomas  Hartnett,  for  leave  to  place  a  bulkhead 
in  sidewalk  on  Lynde  street,  Cliailestowu. 

To  the  Cam n< iit<r  t,/>  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Charles  B.  Travis,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  one  cow  and  one  horse  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue. 

George  L.  Stokell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Brook  avenue,  No.  93. 

William  A.  Low,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  South  Harvard  street, 
Ward  19. 

A.  &  J.  McLaren,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Moore  stieet,  corner  of 
Chaucer  street. 

Henry  Crafts  &  Sons,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eleven  horses  on  Alb  rny  street, 
opposite  Rochester  street. 

Til  tin-  Committee  on  Lieensets.  Somerset  Club, 
for  renewal  of  license  for  bowling  alleys  in  rear 
of  Beacon  street. 

To  the  Committer  on  Claims.  W.  Eliot  Wood- 
ward, to  be  compensated  for  damages  for  alleged 
breach  of  contract  by  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  L.  S.  Nash  et  al., 
that  a  f  ewer  be  constructed  in  Allston  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  S.  E.  Decker,  for  compensation  for  land 
taken  on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19. 

To  /lie  Committee  on  Count i/  JJiiililiin/s.  llcr.ry 
T.  Delano  et  at.,  who  have  served  as  jurors  in  the 
Superior  Court,  representing  tlr.it  the  present  ac- 
commodations for  judges,  jurors  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  courts  are  totally  inadequate  and  to  a 
great  extent  a  disgrace.  Twi  Ive  jurors  are  con- 
fined in  a  room   twenty  feet  long,  fourteen  feet 


for 


Chu 


blution-  <.i  tin    nei-i-s:ir\  and  ordinary 
nature.    Tin  se,  among  other  causes, 

mmilti  e  an  Count  1/    Aeeou'nts.     Judge 
if  the  Dorchester   District  Court,  that 
the    salary    of   the   officer  in    attendance  on  said 
court  be  fixed. 

To  the  CommiHer  an  Sato  ties.  Request  of  City 
Registrar  for  additional  clerk  hire,  as  the  office  is 
now  kept  open  on  Sundays  for  the  convenience  of 
those  desiring  to  procure  burial  permits. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constables— John  Rogers,  Michael  Merrick,  Jr. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— Augustus  Grant. 

Special  Police  Officers— J.  W.  Cotton,  Chatham 
street;  Jacob  Todd,  Columbia  sireo:.  ;llid  its 
vicinity,  Ward  10. 

Constables  for  duty  at  the  several  District 
Municipal  Courts  in  this  city— John  Rogers.  Elijah 
D.  Eoss,  South  Bo.- ton  ;  Mo:  es   P.  Blown,  William 


H.  McCausland,  East  Boston;  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Charles  P.  Johnson,  West  Roxbujy;  Michael  Mer- 
rick, Jr.,  Dorchester. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  construct  tracks 
across  Foundry  street  was  considered. 

George.  O.  Shat.tuek  appeared  for  the  South  Bos- 
tonlron  Company,  who  object  to  the  laying  of  the 
track  in  Foundry  street;  he  preferred  tj  be  heard 
before  a  committee,  and  if  there  was  no  objection 
he  would  suggest  that  the  petition  be  recommit- 
ted; he  understood  that  the  counsel  for  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  concurred  in  that  view. 

The'petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  the  propo- 
sitions to  construct  sew  crs  in  South  Eden  street, 
Rochester  stieet,  ami  Eighth  street  from  G  to  H 
street,  were  considered,  but  no  objection  being 
offered,  they  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Getchell  & 
Kldridge  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine 
of  thirty-five  horse  power,  in  rear  of  Cambridge 
street,  Charlcstown,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  of  all  parties  interested  on 
July  20,  1871,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Moses  P.  Brown,  William  H.  Mc- 
Causland, John  Rogers,  constables,  being  pre- 
sented duly  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  1874,  (City  Document  No.  59) 
was  received  and  sent  down.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Villi  Coiineil  of  the  City  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen— The  clo.  e  of  the  city's  finan- 
cial year  tilings  with  it  the  duty  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  present  to  your  body  the  annual 
statement  of  the  condition*  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service  under  its  charge.  The  year  that 
has  passed  has  been  one  of  more  than  usual  activ- 
ity. The  panic  of  last  fall,  which  so  sensitively 
affected  every  class  in  the  community;  the  large 
number  thrown  out  of  employment,  who  suffered 
for  this  cause  thiough  a  long  and  .severe  winter;  the 
throng  of  idle  and  vagrant  tramps  who  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  awakened  sympathy  for  our  wor- 
thy poor  and  nocked  to  the  city  to  share  in  our 
ministrations  for  their  relief;  the  annexation  of 
new  territory  adding  to  our  population,  bringing 
in  a  class  of  needy  persons  with  regard  to  whose 
wants  we  had  not 'previously  any  personal  knowl- 
edge,—these,  with  other  causes,  furnished  an 
amount  of  labor  unexampled  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  board.  We  have  met  these  exigencies 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  affording  aid  in  a  gener- 
ous spirit  to  the  utmost  limit  of  our  legal  obliga- 
tions to  the  claimants,  and  working  in  complete 
harmony  with  the  private  organizations  asso- 
ciated in  our  bureau,  whose  activities  and  means 
were  engaged  like  ourselves  in  affording  out-door 
relief  to  the  poor  of  this  community. 

The  year  upon  which  we  have  entered  will  still 
further  enlarge  our  responsibilities  and  increase 
our  expenditures.  The  recent  change  of  the  stat- 
utes by  the  Legislature,  extending  the  law  of  set- 
tlement, making  I  he  period  of  re.-ideiue  live,  years 
instead  of  ten,  and  the  payment  of  a  tax  for  three 
years  instead  of  five  as  a  condition,  and  the  new 
rights  granted  to  woman  to  entitle  her  likewise  to 
a  si  ttlenicnt,  w  ill  greatly  swell  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  will  have  a  legal  claim  for  assistance 
from  the  public  treasury.  The  general  decline  of 
business  activity,  ami  the  small  number  of  indus- 
I  rial  enterprises  stalled,  which  has  characterized 
I. be  past  year,  logellier  with    ils  financial  reverses, 

the  largo  cithsand  fowiis.  A^iberaf  and"  com- 
mendable spirit,  was  aroused  in  Boston  to  relieve 
their  necessities,  but  in  the  discharge  of  this  pleas- 
ant and  gracious  duty  there  was  danger  that  tem- 
porary aid  might  end  in  permanent  support,  and 
that  the  habit  of  receiving  without  rendering  an 
equivalent  might  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence of  character,  and  thai  reliance  on  one's 
'  lOltant  to  be  sus- 
he  individual,  but 
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prevent  the  city  of  Boston  from  following  the  ex- 
ample of  other  "large  cities,  and  by  the  profuse  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  educate  a  large  class 
of  its  inhabitants  to  drag  out  a  miserable  and  aim- 
less career,  looking  to  the  public  cotters  for  the 
means  to  satisfy  their  bodily  wants. 

In  this  spirit  \ve  answered  the  communication 
of  Mayor  fierce,  who,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  -winter  season,  desired  our  opinion  as  to  the 
need  of  new  instrumentalities  or  larger  resources 
to  minister  at  that  crisis  to  the  poor  of  the  city. 
We  discouraged  any  new  channel  or  any  large 
appropriation  for  tins  purpose.  New  organiza- 
tions it  was  feared  would  be  served  by  inexpe- 
rienced hands,  subject  to  the  importunities  of  the 
impostor  and  vicious ;  and  a  large  appropriation 
would  invite  the  same  class  to  claim  a  share  in  its 
gratuitous  distribution.  We  volunteered  no  opin- 
ion upon  the  expediency  of  public  soup  houses ; 
our  judgment  was  asked,  and  we  answered  the 
question  guided  by  our  own  experience,  as  well  as 
of  others  familiar  with  charity  in  its  various 
forms.  Such  expedients  for  relieving  the  poor 
may  be  necessary  in  the  large  cities  of  the  Old 
World,  and  justified  by  the  "character  of  a  large 
mass  of  their  people,  ignorant  and  half  starved, 
destitute  of  ambition  of  hope  to  raise  themselves 
above  their  abject  condition,  but  not  applicable  to 
the  dignity  or  position  of  an  American  city, 
abounding  like  our  own  in  private  charities,  and 
its  citizens  ever  ready  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
deserving.  The  spectacle  of  little  children,  who 
are  pupils,  or  should  be.  of  our  public  schools,  in 
the  streets,  pail  in  hand,  on  the  way  to  a  police 
station  for  soup  for  the  f anrilie.,  of  which  they  are 
inmates,  is  not  one  of  which  any  Bostonian  should 
be  proud.  Beside  its  general  effect  upon  the  com- 
munity, it  must  have  a  deinoia'izing  influence  up- 
on the"  children  brought  up  under  such  circum- 
stances, who  will  be  likely  to  gather  the  impres- 
sion that  it  is  the  duty  of  "the  Government  to  fur- 
nish them  with  a  support.  On  the  contrary,  even 
if  these  little  ones  are  not  sensitive  to  the  jeers  of 
their  companions,  as  they  are  engaged  in  this  er- 
rand, they  should  have  a"  nobler  spirit  inculcated 
into  them ;  they  should  be  made  to  understand 
that  under  our 'republican  institutions  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  look  to  them  to  sustain  it  in  its  high 
functions,  as  they  themselves  are  soon  to  have  a 
responsibility-  for  its  good  name  and  fame. 

The  experiment  of  these  establishments  was 
tried  in  the  city  of  New  York,  last  winter,  on  a 
large  scale ;  the  result,  if  we  can  relv  upon  the 
comments  of  the  press  or  the  testimony  of  indi- 
viduals who  examined  carefully  into  the  subject, 
is  not  of  such  a  character  as  would  justify  other 
cities  in  following  the  example.  We  believe  that 
never  were  the  wants  of  the  poor  more  pressing 
in  Boston  than  during  the  past  season,  and  yet 
without  soup  holies  their  necessities  were  never 
better  relieved  or  more  comfort  restored  to  their 
homes. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Treasuier  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  "_oard  will  be  found  in  the  accom- 
panying pages. 

The  total  amount  of  the  trust  funds  which  we 
hold  as  a  corporation  is  S312.ls3.12.  This  does  not 
include  the  Bullman  estate  on  Cambridge  and  Joy 
streets,  which  has  recently  come  into  our  posses- 
sion: the  income  from  this  property  is  given  in 
special  grants  to  "those  who  have"  seen  better 
days,''  and  who  are  not  on  the  regular  roll  of  pen- 
sioners. 

The  total  amount  of  our  expenditures  was Sltil.o^l.lfi 

From  city  appropriation 5s;ij.7bH.5:j 

income  of  various  trust  funds 

(not  including  investments) 14,824.57 


We 


Toial . .'. lul  ,591.1 

eived  from  other  cities  and  towns,  for 
tlu- car,- of  tln-ir  poor  residing  in  the  citv 


and  from  other  sources,  which  has  been  paid 
into  the  citv  treasury 2n,7ih.el 

Thus  making  our  net  charge  on  the  city  ap- 
propriation       Wj.UUH.sJ 

At  the  central  office  the  number  of  orders 
drawn  on  citv  aeeoiiut  for  groceries  was....  8,751 

Number  of  orders  drawn  for  fuel 5,0t3 
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The  number  of  regular  beneficiaries  on  the  trust 
funds,  receiving  quarterly  or  semiannual  pen- 
sions, is  304. 

The  number  of  registration  papers  prepared 
during  the  year  is  144ii.  making  the  to.;;]  i, umber 
on  file  and  recorded  8783.  The  statistics  of  the 
Temporary  Home  appear  below.  The  ,:e>-:  r. 
inarkal.de  feature,  as  cutnpaied  with  funnel  vears, 
is  the  lafee  increase  in  the  number  of  single 
meals;  about  .8000  more  than  the  previous  year. 
While  regarding  this    department    as  one  o'f  the 


most  important  in  our  charge,  we  are  conscious 
that  it  is  the  most  liable  to  abuse.  Common  hu- 
manity requires  that  the  hungry  should  not  he 
allowed  to  starve ;  hut  to  spread  an  open  table 
fo'-  the  idle  and  dissolute,  able-bodied  men,  who 
have  the  sinews  to  work  but  have  not  the  inclina- 
tion, we  have  reason  to  feel  is  not  the  best  form 
of  charity.  The  Amount  expended  for  this  object 
is  small  compared  with  the  means  of  an  affluent 
city,  but  the  temptation  to  indolence  it  fosters, 
arid  the  thril  tlessness  it  encourages,  are  the  great- 
est clangers.  '1'he  scenes  of  last  winter  were  un- 
paralleled since  the  doors  of  this  institution  were 
opened;  insolent  and  degraded  men  clamored  at 
its  portals,  demanding  to  have  their  wants  sup- 
plied as  a  right,  putting  in  fear  not  only  the  at- 
tendants, but  the  feeble  and  inoffensive  people 
for  whose  benefit  this  special  branch  of  the  insti- 
tution was  established.  Their  behavior  did  not 
indicate  that  they  belonged  to  a  weak  or  famished 
class,  but  rather  gave  evidence  that  the  spirit 
they  exhibited  was  furnished  in  the  saloons  and 
low  rum  shops,  which  are  the  great  pests  in  every 
large  city-. 

The  other  departments  of  the  Temporal  y  Home, 
under  its  judicious  and  experienced  matron,  have 
been  administered  in  a  satisfactory  manner:  it 
supplies  a  prompt  and  needy  relief  "to  many  wo- 
men and  children  who  are  sometimes  thrown  into 
the  community  without  friends,  and  who  require 
tender  care  and  the  comforts  for  a  while  of  a 
home.  We  have  been  able  through  this  institu- 
tion to  aid  in  the  benevolent  and  timely  work  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
who  have  within  the  past  year  sought  to  protect 
and  to  offer  friendly  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
women  and  young  girls  who,  leaving  Deer  Island, 
are  again  subject  to  tne  temptation.-  of  the  world. 
We  afford  to  the  penite  .t  and  worthy  of  this  class 
a  temporary  shelter,  until  the  agent  "can  find  for 
them  more  permanent  quarters,  or  can  send  them 
to  the  care  of  friends. 

Admitted. 

American  females 206 

Foreign  "         918 

Chll.  I  ten  under  twelve  Vears  of  age 4H2 

Births 4 

Total , 1 ,620 

Children  adopted 4 

Lost  children  restored  to  their  parents  or  guardians    221 

Nurses  furnished  v  ith  situations T 

Persons  furnished  with  emplo\  ment 46s 

Adults  sen;  to  Tewksburv .' '    43 

Children      '■  •'  40 

Persons  sent  to  their  friends 181 

Deaths 5 

Twenty  thousand  and  thirty  single  meals  furnished. 

Desiring  to  ascertain  the  relative  proportion  of 
residents  and  non-residents  who  resort  to  the 
Home,  for,  meals,  inquiry,  was  made  of  them  for 
several  month-  last  winter  with  the  following  re- 
sults : 

Residents  of  Non-resi- 

Boston.  dents. 

December  11  to  31, 1S73 315  1438 

January,  1874 771  3077 

February 737  22<)3 

March 57t>  2283 

The  condition  of  our  buildings  is  good;  some 
necessaiy  repairs  were  made,  during  the  year,  un- 
der the  ctire.  tion  of  the  Superintendent  o'f  Public 
liuild.ngs.  More  safety  for  the  inmates  of  the 
Temporary  Home  in  case  of  fire  has  been  secured 
by  the  erection  of  an  iron  bridge,  connecting  it 
w;th  the  main  building,  ami  a  number  of  tire  ex- 
tinguisher- have  been  purchased,  and  located  in 
both  edifices,  to  be  used  if  necessity  requires 
them.  The  charitable  organizations  occupying 
rooms  in  .lie  Charity  building  are  the  same  as' last 
year,  u  ith  the  .,  Idition  of  the  Boston  Police  Relief 
Association,  to  whom  was  granted  a  room  iu  the 
third  stoiy.  last  month.  The  annexation  of  the 
adjoin. mi  municipalities  has  required  special  pro- 
visions for  each  of  the  localities.  We  have  ap- 
pointed independent  visitors  for  Charle-town. 
West  Roxhurv  and  Brighton,  who  receive  in-u  no- 
tions from,  and  report  to,  the  cential  office.  The 
supply  of  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  these  districts 
requires  a  new  item  in  the  list  of  oui  expenditures, 
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Agents.  Physicians. 

Charlestown I).  1!.  Weston.        C.  \V.  Stevens. 

West  boxburv !>.  S.  Smallcy.        (ieorge  Faulkner. 

Brighton W.  F.  Warren.      H.  E.  Marion. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to 
remark  that,  with  the  exception  of  Charlestown, 
we  had  no  funds  at  our  disposal  on  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, to  supply  the  wants  of  the  poor  in  the  new 
districts,  when  tliev  became  a  part  of  the  citv. 
The  expense-  of  West  Roxlmiy  and  Brighton  had 
to  be  borne  for  four  months  from  our  appropria- 
tion. 

The  board  had  hopes  that  during  the  year  we 
should  finally  close  the  negotiations  in  regard  to 
the  several  trusts  placed  in  our  charge  bv  the  late 
Mr.  David  Sears,  Senior.  The  delay  has'not  been 
caused  by  auy  indisposition  on  the  part  of  his 
heirs  to  settle 'the  matter,  for  they  have  from  the 
first  acted  towards  the  board  in  the  most  mag- 
nanimous and  friendly  spirit. 

It  has  been  their  wish  to  carry  out,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  desires  of  the  honored  donor,  but  the 
legal  and  business  difficulties  have  been  compli- 
cated and  somewhat  delicate  to  adjust.  It  is  be- 
lieved now  that  the  matter  will  soon  be  consum- 
mated, all  parties  in  intere-t  agreeing  upon  a  plan 
of  settlement,  and  appealing  10  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  for  a  final  approval. 

We  were  called  to  lament,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, the  lo-s  by  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Blasland, 
a  member  of  the  board.  While  this  report  was  in 
preparation',  another  of  our  number.  Dr.  George 
Fabyan,  was  suddenly  removed  from  our  body, 
and  summoned  from  the  duties  of  this  life  to  the 
realities  of  an  immortal  existence.  We  embrace 
this  occasion  to  bear  our  affectionate  testimony  to 
the  integrity  and  worth  of  their  official  acts,  and 
the  genial  and  companionable  traits  of  mind  and 
heart  which  made  them  so  acceptable  to  us  as 
members  of  the  board.  The  city  will  ever  be  well 
served  if  men  of  such  character  can  be  induced  to 
assume  the  charge  of  its  publie  trusts.  While 
fulfilling  to  the  letter  the  official  responsibilities 
of  their  position,  they  also  took  a  personal  and 
tender  interest  in  that  class  of  our  people  who 
require  not  only  material  aid,  but  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy in  their  condition  and  needs. 

The  board,  in  closing  their  rei  ort.  have  reason 
to  feel  that,  after  ten  years'  experience,  its  reor- 
ganization, in  lKtM,  was  a  wise  and  judicious  meas- 
ure. The  system  and  methods  then  inaugurated 
have  been  carried  out  with  fidelity,  and  while  pro- 
viding in  an  ample  degree  for  the  necesities  of  the 
poof,  have  not  to  any  large  extent  depleted  the 
public  treasury.  Having  been  the  first  city  which 
established  an  organization  on  the  present  plan, 
we  have  a  reasonable  pride  in  speaking  of  its  suc- 
cess. 

It  has  commended  it-elf  to  thoughtful  men  in 
other  large  cities  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
official  duty,  who  have  personally  visited  us,  and 
after  an  examination  of  it- working  have  intro- 
duced it  in  their  several  localities.  It  has  been 
called  abroad  "the  Boston  system,"  and  if  it  had 
been  earlier  adopted  in  London  it  could  not  have 
been  said  of  that  city,  as  was  said  by  one  of  its 
citizens  in  a  lectuie  here  the  past  winter,  ''that 
one-third  of  its  population  was  in  receipt  of  relief 
as  paupers."  Boston  is  fast  approaching  the  posi- 
tion of  one  of  the  large  cities  of  the  world ;  it 
becomes  those  who  have  tin'  public  administration 
of  its  affairs,  while  still  keeping  up  its  ancient 
reputation  for  charity  and  good  works,  to  see  to  it 
that,  with  the  growth  of  its  commercial  and  indus- 
trial enterprise,  it  should  not  lie  encumbered  with 
a  large  class  in  its  population  dependent  and 
worthless,  no  honor  to  the  State,  and  made  so  by 
injudicious  but  well-intended  benefactions  for 
their  good.  Charity  and  pauperism,  poverty  and 
crime,  their  connections  with  each  other,  and  their 
influence  in  arresting  human  progress,  are  attrac- 
tive themes  for  the  political  economist  in  his  study 
and  the  philanthropist  in  his  daily  walks;  but  the 
practical  man  of  affairs  must  grapple  directly  with 
the  evils  in  their  diffen  nt  phases,  and  should  so 
use  his  opportunities  that  the  welfare  of  society 
be  not  endangered. 

In  the  order  of  Providence  we  shall  always  have 
the  poor  with  us,  made  so  by  sickness  and  misfor- 
tune, by  the  helplessness  of  infancy  and  the  infirm- 
ities of'  age;  for  this  class  no  argument  is  needed 


nd  comfort. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
eers  of  the  Poor. 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 


behalf  of  the  Over- 


PETITION  FOB  AWARD  OF  DAMAGES. 

Petitions  were  received  from  John  A.  Buttrick 
et  al.,  trustees,  and  of  Hamilton  D.  Lockwood  et 
«?.,  executors,  against  the  Boston  &  Lowell  and 
Mystic  River  Railroad  companies,  for  award  of 
damages  for  locations  of  said  roads  over  their 
property.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  of  location  of  the  Metropoltan  Railroad 
in  Washington  street,  between  Coinliill  and  Dock 
square.    (City  Doc.  Xo.  61.)    Passed. 

Order  of  location  of  the  Middle-ex  Railroad  in 
Washington  street,  betw  en  Cornhill  and  Dock 
square.    (Citv  Doe.  Xo.  G2.)    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  John  L.  Cook  (S25)  and  of 
S.  P.  Kel'ey  i  sioib  for  services  rendered.    Passed. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Chief  of  Police  to  make 
repairs  on  station  houses  when  needed  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  expense  of  the  appropriation  for 
Police.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  police  officers  in  full  uniform  to 
pass  ovei'Stbe  teiries  free  from  toll  after  July  1. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  Committee  on  Police  the  reason  why  this  order 
is  put  in  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  reason  is  that  many  po- 
lice officers  have  to  cross  and  recross  the  ferries 
on  businc-s  for  the  city  of  Boston  every  day,  and 
the  Police  Department  i-  obliged  to  furnish  them 
with  tickets,  or  else  the  officers  must  pay  their 
fares.  We  find  that  it  will  be  cheaper  to  pa—  the 
officers   in   uniform   than   to   furnish    them    with 


families  and  friends 

Alderman  Stebbms— Then  it  seems  that  the  Po- 
lice Department  cannot  . -o  regulate  their  officers 
as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  ferry  tickets  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  therefore  they  would  pass 
the  policemen  in  uniform.  This  matter  was  be- 
fore the  City  Government  last  year  on  a  petition 
from  a  large  number  of  police  officers  who  reside 
in  East  Boston  and  do  duty  in  the  city  proper.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ferries, 
who  reported  an  order  giving  passes  to  policemen 
living  in  East  Boston,  but  was  subsequently  in- 
definitely postponed  by  the  City  Council,  and  I 
think  very  properly.  If  the  City  Council  is  will- 
ing to  make  a  commencement  of  free  ferries,  this 
is  a  good  way  to  begin.  There  is  no  more  reason 
for  passing  police  officers  free  than  there 
is  of  passing  free  the  employes  of  the  Health, 
Water  or  Paving  departments.'  All  these  depart- 
ments buy  tickets  by  the  package,  and  when  men 
are  sent  to  East  boston  they  aie  furnished  with 
tickets.  Thei  c  is  another  bit  of  history  connected 
with  this  matter.  About  a  week  before  this  order 
was  presented,  police  officers  residing  in  East 
Boston,  by  direction  of  somebody— the  directors 
of  the  ferries  have  not  found  out  by  whom— com- 
menced to  run  the  tolls.  The  tollmen  undertook 
to  collect  the  tolls,  but  the  officers  refused  to  pay 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Police  Com- 
mittee; what  action  they  have  taken  I  do  not 
know,  but  from  information  received  by  the  di- 
rectors, that  is  the  first  step  toward  the  inaugura- 
tion of  free  tolls.  If  the  City  Council  desire  to 
take  that  step,  erf  course  they  have  the  right  to  do 
so.  But  for  myself,  I  cannot  see  why  a  police  offi- 
cer shall  be  passed  free  any  more  than  any  one 
else. 

Alderman  Cutter  — The  gentleman  seems  to 
think  that  it  is  wrong  to  pass  police  officers  free 
of  cost.  We  have  been  doing  this  for  years,  by 
giving  them  tickets.  Xow  we  propose  to  let  them 
pass  free  in  uniform.  The  city  will  save  money 
by  it,  although  the  receipts  of  the  ferries  will  not 
show  so  large.  I  am  not  so  thin  skinned  about 
running  the  ferries  free.  I  have  voted  for  free 
ferries  once  or  twice,  and  I  am  willing  to  do  so 
again.  But  this  is  no  argument  for  free  ferries. 
Police  officers  who  live  in  East  Boston  have  to 
cross  the  ferries  to  come  to  the  stations,  to  carry 
letters  and  attend  the  courts.  They  are  given 
free  tickets  on  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad,  and 
why  should  not  the  city  of  Boston  pass  them  free 
on  the  ferries?  If  we  give  them  tickets  we  do  not 
know  how  they  are  u  ed.  We  think  they  use  too 
many  tickets.  We  think  they  give  them  to  their 
families,  and  that  it  will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  to 
have  the  officers  pass  free.  Then  the  directors 
can  have  the  services  of  the  officer-  while  they  are 
on  the  boats.    I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  gentleman  argues  that 
policemen  who  live  in  East  Boston  should  be 
passed  free.  The  order  says  all  policemen  shall 
be  pa -sci I  i  ice.  11  the  department  desire-  to  have 
the  officers  passed  free  they  can  be  provided  with 
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a  personal  pass  which  the  officer  can  always  show. 
To  allow  the  policemen  to  pass  free  sets  a"bad  ex- 
ample to  tne  citizens  of  East  Boston ;  it  creates 
an  unpleasant  feeling  to  have  one  class  of  citizens 
pass  the  ferries  free,  while  others  have  to  pay  toll. 
If  this  is  an  entering  wedge  for  free  ferries, 
let  the  Alderman  say  so,  and  we  will  meet  it  ac- 
cordingly. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  think  the  police- 
men knew  anything  about  this  order  until  after 
it  was  put  in  here  last  Monday.  It  was  considered 
bvthe  Committee  on   Police,  who  deemed  it  judi- 

of 
prom 

ing  the  free-ferry  system,  or  any  other  motive 
except  a  desire  tc do  then  duty  to  the  policemen 
of  Boston.  I  think  it  is  due  to  them  that  they 
should  pass  back  and  forth  free  when  in  full  uni- 
form, and  not  be  obliged  to  pay  toll. 

Alderman  Peters— As  one  of  the  Police  Commit- 
tee I  favored  this  order,  and  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  having  free  access  to  and  from  each  and  every 
part  of  the  city.  If  we  have  six  bridges  to  South 
Boston,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  have  one 
free  ferry  to  East  Boston.  But  this  is  not  put  in 
as  an  entering  wedge  for  free  ferries  at  all.  If 
the  officers  are  on  the  boat  in  full  uniform  they 
are  actually  on  duty,  and  the  directors  can  call  on 
any  of  them  to  perform  any  police  duty  that  they 
want. 

Alderman  Emery— This  matter  was  brought  up 
last  year  by  a  petition  from  the  Chief  of  Police,  as 
was  "remarked  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  and 
the  Committee  on  Ferries  gave  a  hearing  on  the 
subject.  We  had  considerable  evidence  to  show 
that  a  number  of  policemen  residing  in  Boston 
were  obliged  to  eios>  the  ferries  on  official  duty, 
and  that  they  should  have  passes  instead  of  being- 
furnished  with  tickets,  as  was  formerly  the  case, 
and  is  at  the  present  time.  It  was  shown  before 
the  committee  that  a  great  deal  of  abuse  had  pre- 
vailed in  consequence  of  these  tickets  being  fur- 
nished in  the  way  they  were.  They  could  be  used  not 
only  bv  the  policemen,  but  by  their  families  and 
friends.  The  committee  recommended  an  order 
in  favor  of  introducing  passes  for  those  whom  the 
Chief  of  Police  might  deem  it  expedient  to  rec- 
ommend. But  it  met  with  opposition  in  this 
Board  and  was  indefinitely  postponed.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  that  a  system  of  passes  to  the 
proper  persons  is  the  best.  I  believe  that  each 
department  of  the  City  Government  should  rest 
upon  its  own  basis,  upon  its  own  appropriation. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  appropriation  tor  East 
Boston  Ferries  should  be  used  by  any  other  de- 
partment. But  I  do  think  that  passes  for  such 
officers  as  require  them  would  lie  altogether  pref- 
erable, and  1  hope  that  system  will  be  adopted, 
instead  of  having  all  policemen  pass  free  in  uni- 
form. 

Alderman  Brooks— This  policy  of  free  ferries 
I  consider  right  for  that  section  of  the  city,  if-  the 
gentleman  puts  it  in  that  form.  I  would  like  to 
see  any  other  section  of  the  city  which  would  sub- 
mit to  being  put  through  a  two  feet  and  a  half 
hole,  as  they  are  at  those  ferries,  like  a  parcel  of 
sheep  going  through  a  wall.  That  is  what  you 
can  make  of  it— nothing  more  or  less.  It  will  Vie  a 
saving  to  the  city  to  allow  officers    in    uniform  to 

fo  free  of  toll  while  on  duty  in  that  section.  You 
ave  first  got  to  print  tickets.  Then  if  an 
officer  comes  down  with  a  prisoner  and  has  no 
money,  he  cannot  pass  for  the  tollmen 
are  forbidden  to  trust  him.  If  he  comes 
clown  with  letters  and  does  not  happen  to 
have  two  cents  in  his  pocket  he  must  go 
back  and  get  them.  I  believe  this  is  a  proper 
order,  and,  further,  that  not  only  policemen,  but 
heads  of  departments  should  pass  fiee  if  they 
have  business  in  that  section  of  the  citv.  Even 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  If  he  has 
to-go  over  there  on  business,  has  to  pay  toll.  That 
is  not  only  a  waste  of  money,  but  of  time.  The 
police  officer  often  requires  an  hour  and  a  half  to 
go  across,  instead  of  half  an  hour. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  wag  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  liigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Worthington— 8. 

Navs— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bins— 4. 

Order  to  pay  the  estate  of  Jane  Cook  $1764.60, 
for  grade  damages  at  23-23  Central  street.   Passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  §6818,  for 
grade  damages  at  7-17  Central  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  I)..  Peters  §1633.35,  for 
grade  damages  at  19-21  Central  street.    Passed. 


Order  to  charge  for  each  license  of  a  pawn- 
broker So,  and  for  each  license  of  a  dealer  in 
second-hand  articles  §3. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  that  the  question  od 
the  passage  of  this  order  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays.  I  do  this  because  I  do  not  wish  to  go  on 
record  in  favor  of  a  measure  that,  I  believe,  is 
unconstitutional,  and  which  cannot  be  earned 
into  effect  by  law. 

Alderman'  Peters— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  state  where  he  get-  his  authority  for  say- 
ing that  this  order  i<  unconstitutional? 

Alderman  Power — I  said  that  I  did  not  wish  to 
go  on  record  as  voting  for  a  measure  that  cannot 
be  enforced  by  law. 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  committee  give  us 
their  reason  for  asking  for  this  authority? 

Alderman  Peters— 1  am  not  one  of  the  commit- 
tee ro  which  the  gentleman  refers. 

Alderman  Brooks— After  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  should  like  to  hear  an 
explanation  from  some  member  of  the  committee, 
and  to  know  whether  this  order  is  recommended 
with  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitoi. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
City  Solicitor  has  been  consulted  or  not.  It  was 
suggested  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  that 
such  an  order  would  be  very  proper.  There  are 
other  kinds  of  business  which  are  obliged  to  pro- 
cure licenses.  An  officer  is  provided  by  the  city 
to  take  charge  of  these  classes  of  persons,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  they  should  b? 
made  to  contribute  something  to  the  support  of 
that  officer. 

Alderman  Cutter- What  is  to  be  done  witn  this 
money  after  it  is  collected? 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  to  be  paid  into  the 
city  treasury,  the  same  as  the  fees  for  auctioneers' 
anil  other  licenses  are. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  it  is  to  pay  for  the  services  of  some 
officer. 

Alderman  Prescott— There  appears  to  be  some 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  this  order,  and 
therefore  I  move  that  it  lie  upon  the  table  for  a 
week,  that  gentlemen  may  more  fully  understand 
the  matter. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  state  that  some  years 
ago,  the  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston  imposed  a 
license  fee  of  §50  for  a  permit  to  carry  on  the 
junk  business.  The  dealers  in  that  business  tested 
the  matter,  and  the  court  decided  that  everybody 
who  carried  on  a  legitimate  private  business  could 
do  so  without  a  license. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  M.  Scanlan  and  H.  A.  Doe.  Re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  report 
what  action  is  necessary  to  prevent  waste  of 
water.    Passed. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures  of  sl'25  in  fitting 
up  and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  at  11  City  square, 
Charlestown;  and  of  §225  in  fitting  up  "and  fur- 
nishing the  armory  of  Company  H,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  in  Winthrop  street,  Charles- 
town.    Severally  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  accept  the  clock  on  church 
of  South  Evangelical  Society  in  West  Roxburv, 
and  to  assume  the  future  care  thereof.  Order 
passed. 

Orders  to  allow  the  Joint  Committee  on  Com- 
mon to  expend  §1.300  for  loam  and  §10,000for  labor 
in  addition  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made 
for  those  purposes,  and  §8(K)  for  soils  on  the  pub- 
lic grounds,  and  §6500  for  plants  for  the  Public 
Garden  and  squares.    Severally  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  J.  F.  Blackinton  and  others  for  the 
purchase  of  laud  on  Prescott,  Saratoga  and  Ben- 
nington streets,  for  a  public  square;  and  on  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Kuhns  and  others,  that  Orchard 
park  be  graded  and  put  in  order.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  orders  to  tender  thanks  of  the  City 
Council  to  George  Goodnow  for  his  gift  of  §1000 
to  the  City  Hospital  and  for  the  investment  of  the 
same  in  a  six  per  cent,  city  bond.     Orders  passed. 

REPORTS  FROM   PAVING   COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  for  grade  damages  by  Francis 
Donnelly,  Union  street,  Brighton;  Ellen*  Muldoon  . 
112  Cabot  street,  and  Thomas  Scollav,  Winship 
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street,  Brighton  ;  and  on  petition  of  Patrick  Coyne, 
that  Sixth  street,  from  P  street  to  the  water,  be 
raised  to  grade.     Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  t lie  pa-sage  of  the  follow- 
ing order,  which  had  been  previously  recommitted 
to  said  committee : 

Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  Stoughton  street 
in  Ward  16  lying  between  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween Roxbury  and  Dorchester  and  Upharn's 
Corner,  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  Dudley 
street,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  place  street  signs  upon  and  number 
said  street  in  extension  of  Dudley  street,  Koxbury. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters,  grade  and  macad- 
amize Cambridge  street,  between  Beacon  and 
Harvard  streets,  Brighton.     Estimated  cost,  81200. 

Ordered,  That  the  ISupi  i  intendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Glenwood 
street,  Roxbury,  and  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones   and   sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Gold  street,  between  F  and 
Dorchester  streets;  also,  to  pave  the  roadway  of 
said  street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  84000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  Silver  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets,  and  between  D  and  E  streets;  also  to  pave 
the  roadwav  of  said  street  with  wood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
gutters  and  sidewalk  on  Woodward  street,  and  to 
report  to  this  Hoard  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pav° 
the  gutters  on  Fifth  street,  between  C  and  E 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Eighth  street, 
between  H  and  I  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  tne  cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  K  street,  between  First  street 
and  Broadway,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and 
gutters. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee- 
Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Daniel  Dorr,  8150,281  Kuggles  street ;  P.  H.  Rogers, 
8150,on  Dorchester  avenue,  "Ward  16;  Maria  E. 
Cougldin,  850,  Dorchester  (avenue,  AVard  16. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  lease  the  buildings  on  Fort  Hill  wharf 
to  H.  E.  Woodward  &  Co.,  with  the  privilege  of 
wharfage  when  not  required  by  the  Paving  De- 
partment; said  H.  E.  Woodward  &  Co.  to  pay  rent 
from  the  first  of  April,  1874,  at  the  rate  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  dollars  isixoii)  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  to  place  poles 
in  Brighton  on  Parsons  street,  between  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  and  Washington  street,  and  on 
Washington  street,  between  Parsons  and  Market 
streets,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
remove  said  poles  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build  a  retaining  wall  and  fence  on 
Seaverns  avenue,  West  Roxburv. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  (dose  Seaverns  avenue,  between  Elm 
street  and  Starr  lane,  against  public  travel,  while 
the  retaining  wall  is  being  built. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Alpine  street  as  shown    on    a  plan  and 


Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Harrison  avenue,  between  Dover  and  Maiden 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  oi  Streets  be 
directed  to  Inv  a  concrete  sidewalk  in  trout  of  the 
estate  of  J.  W.  llollis,  on  Cambridge  street, 
lirighton,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Order  for  the  collection  of  one-half  the  cost  of 


laying    sidewalks  on    Chandler  street,    between 
Berkeley  and  St.  Charles  streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  SEW   WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock,  being 
the  subject  of  the  consolidation  of  the  two  water 
boards,  the  question  being on  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Peteis  to  substitute  the  minority  report, 
inexpedient  to  legislate  (City  Doc.  No.  54),  for  the 
majority  report  and  ordinance  (City  Doc.  No.  53), 
in  favor  of  said  measure. 

Alderman  Prescott— Mr.  Mayor— The  impor- 
tance of  the  matter  now  before  the  Board, 
namely,  the  establishment  of  a  paid  Water 
Commission,  the  members  of  which' are  to  be 
appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  is  such  as  to  en- 
gage very  generally  the  attention  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  and  must  be  my  excuse  for  ask- 
ing the  indulgence  of  the  Board  this  afternoon. 
Involving  as  it  does  a  radical  change  in  one  of 
our  most  important  departments,  and  naturally 
bringing  into  the  debate  the  whole  subject  of  com- 
missions, I  ask  an  attentive  hearing,  even  if  I 
claim  in  speaking  today  more  of  their  time  than 
is  my  custom. 

The  Alderman  from  the  Jamaica  Plain  District, 
who  spoke  so  fully  at  our  last  meeting,  has  ever 
been  sensitive  when  the  matter  of  commissions 
has  been  before  the  Board,  and  in  his  recent 
speech  made  the  bold  statement  that  "the  Alder- 
men of  the  city  can  do  all  the  work  which  can 
be  performed  by  a  commission."  I  take  issue, 
Mr.  Mayor,  upon  that  point,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  prove  that  it  is  as  impracticable  to 
carry  on  successfully,  systematically  and  eco- 
nomically the  vast  interests  of  this  great  me- 
tropolis, under  the  provisions  of  the  present 
city  charter  by  committees  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  as  it  would  be 


governing  the  thirteen  original  colonies  a  century 
ago. 

Let  us  recur  for  a  moment  to  the  days  when 
Boston  was  first  settled.  The  townsmen  could 
then  meet  together,  discuss  and  act  for  them- 
selves upon  any  question  <>f  interest.  Then  as  the 
town  increased  in  numbers,  selectmen  were  ap- 
pointed and  invested  with  certain  rights  and 
powers,  till,  in  1822,  .May  1.  Boston  was  incorporat- 
ed under  a  city  charter,  with  John  Phillips  as  its 
first  Mayor.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  were  by  this 
charter  invested  with  the  same  rights  formerly  ex- 
ercised by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  town; 
they,  with  the  Mayor,  who  did  not  then  have  the 
veto  power,  constituted  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  the  Common  Council  the 
legislative.  I'nder  that  identical  city  charter, 
Mr.  Mayor,  with  changes  made  in  1854,  mainly 
to  this  effect,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should 
be  increased  from  eight  to  twelve,  and  choose  a 
permanent  president,  and  that  the  Mayor  should 
be  invested  with  the  veto  power;  under  that  same 
city  charter,  I  say,  Mr.  Mayor,  well  suited  to 
those  days,  but  poorly  suited  to  ours,  we  are 
endeavoring  to  carry  on  the  city  business  of 
today.  Let  us  look,  Mr.  Mayor,  at  some  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  city  in  those  early  days. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  six  years  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  Josiah  ('nincy,  Senior,  (1823  to  1820).  The 
City  was  then  growing  so  rapidly  that  he  termed 
it  in  one  of  his  messages  a  young  republic.  Look 
at  if.  today,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  note  the  growth  of 
half  a  century.  Then  a  territory  of  three  or  four- 
square miles,  a  population  of  40.000,  an  assessed 
valuation  of  825.000,000  and  no  steamboat  or  rail- 
road communication;  today,  a  territory  of  up  wards 
of  thirtv-fivc  square  miles,  a  population  of  a  third 
of  a  million,  an  assessed  valuation  of  $800,oiio,oiio, 
and  becoming  one  of  the  great  commercial  and 
business  e'eatres  of  the  continent.  May  we  not 
well  pause  and  consider,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  what 
manner  we  are  attempting  to  execute  the  great 
trust  imposed  upon  us  by  so  large  and  so  enlight- 
ened a  community?  Are  we  not,  as  a  Board, of 
Aldermen,  staggering  under  a  burden  which  no 
twelve  men  who  ever  lived  can  carry?  Why, 
Mr.  Mayor,  has  the  gentleman  from  Ward  i7 
such  superior  ability  and  business  qualification 
that  he  can  perform  so  much  more  than  could  the 
Aldermen  of  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  who  had 
then  imposed  upon  them  a    mere    fraction  only  of 
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"During  the  four  last  years,  from  1823  to  1826  in- 
clusive, there  has  been  expended 

For  schoolhouses  arid  land §30,000 

"    engines,  engine  horses,    land,  and  all  ex- 
penses of  the  Fire  Department 34,000 

Common  sewers    15,000 

Widening  streets lutj.WS 

Paving  and  repair  of  streets 119,^00 

making  a  total  in  four  years  for  these  important 
departments  about  $350,000."  I  venture  to  asseit, 
Mr.  Mayor,  that  the  City  Council  for  the  past 
four  years  nas  expended  for  these  departments 
not  less  than  ten  million  of  dollars. 

In  1827  Mr.  Quincy  said.  "The  gratuitous  labors 
of  that  important  body  of  men  [refering  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen],  who  have  hitherto  fulfilled 
their  duties  in  a  manner  so  exemplary,  oughr  by 
every  possible  precautionary  measure  to  be  dimin- 
ished, iu  order  to  remove  objections  to  the  accept- 
ance of  that  laborious  and  responsible  of- 
fice." Mr.  Mayor,  if  such  true  words  were 
said  forty-seven  years  ago,  may  we  not  al 
most  doubt  the  '  sanity  of  those  who  claim 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  today  can  of  them- 
selves, without  any  outside  assistance  in  commis- 
sions or  other  boards,  thoroughly  and  intelligently 
manage  and  economically  and  mo-t  practically 
conduct  those  impoitant  departments  which  have 
now  grown  to  such  a  magnitude  as  to  require  an 
expenditure  in  single  departmi  nts  of  a  sum  little 
less  than  was  required  for  all  the  departments 
twenty  years  ago?  You  will  pardon  me,  Mr.  May- 
or, if  1  quote  a  few  estimates  from  the  Auditor's 
report  of  1854,  and  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board 
to  compare  them  with  the  estimates  for  the  pres- 
ent year: 
Common  and  public  squares,  then  SJi.iiiiu  now    6115,700 

Fir.-  Department "        87.500      "  7S1.8S2 

Lamps "       S5.0UO     "         455,500 

Paving ••      1P5.000     '•      2,nim.utili 

Police "      147,001)     "         865,000 

Public  buildings "         7.5U0     "         107,000 

Sewers  and  drains "       .33.000     "         300,000 

Ana  thus  I  could  go  on,  Mr.  Mayor,  and 
show  almost  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  other 
items  of  the  Auditor's  ieport.  The  Police  Depart- 
ment then  consisted  of  200  men;  now  the  Chief 
tells  me  he  has  656.  Compare  your  Water  Depart- 
ment of  that  day  with  the  present.  The  appro- 
priation asked  of  the  City  Council  in  that 
year  was  3B1.000;  this  year  the  Water  Board 
ask  and  receive  si. 4:18. 500."  This  latter  amount  in- 
cludes the  inteiest  on  the  water  loan.  The  income 
from  the  Water  Board  was,  in  1854,  §217,007.51 ;  the 
estimated  income  this  year  is  over  a  million  of 
doUars.  The  Water  Board  of  1834  asked  for  an  ap- 
propriation "for  the  nece-saiy  expenditures  on 
the  water  works  to  keen  them  in  order,  etc.,  and 
for  the  extension  of  the  works,"  of  6(1,000:  thi-' 
year  they  ask  for  §1,106,000.  The  Water  Board  of 
that  year  was  composed  of  as  able  a  body  of  men 
as  could  be  found  in  the  community.  Such  men 
as  Thomas  Wetmore,  John  II.  Wilkin*.  Henry  B 
Rogers,  Jonathan  Preston,  Adam  W.  Thaxter, 
Sampson  Reed,  Tnomas  Sprague.  The  duties  and 
iesponsi.iiir.ies  'hen  were  as  nothing'  compared 
with  what  then-  are  to. lav.  and  could  command  the 
best  talent  in"  the  community.  Today,  with  the 
labors  increased  ten  fold  and  intricate  questions 
of  vital  importance  continur  lly  coining  befoie  the 
board,  and  absolutely  demanding  the  \vholetime,if 
the  city's  interest  is  properly  guarded,  I  say 
it  is  absolutely  impossible,  -Mr.  Mayor,  to  com- 
mand, without  an  adequate  compensation, 
the  talent  we  must  hive.  That  talent  must 
be  of  the  highest  order,  and  must  combine 
scientific  attainment  with  the  best  practical 
business  talent.  To  attempt  to  carry  on  so  impor- 
tant a  department  as  the  Water  Department  is  to- 
day in  any  other  form  than  this,  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
Mayor,  to  show  a  lamentable  failure  to  appre- 
ciate the  safety,  even,  of  our  constituents.  Almost 
without  exception,  the  intelligent  portion  of  this 
community  demand  a  better  state  of  affairs  than 
we  have  hail  of  late,  and  I  doubt  not  will  cordially 
indorse  the  action  proposed  by  a  majority  cf  the 
committee  who  have  reported  to  us  on' this'matter. 
The  next  question,  then,  seems  to  be  bv  whom 
this  commission  shall  be  appointed.  I  say  unqual- 
ifiedly, by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  subject  to  the 
confirmation  of  the  City  Council.  I  take  issue 
with  those  of  this  Board* who  contend  that  such 
hoards  should  come  directly  oy  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  by  vote  of  the  two' branches  of  the  City 
Council.  Put  this  responsibility  directly  in  charge 
of  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city,  if  you 
want  the  best  man  that  can  be  had  for  these  places. 
The  voters  of  Boston  have  not  yet  fallen   into  that 


state  of  political  lethargy  that  will  allow  incom- 
petency or  dishonesty  to  enter  into  the  exalted 
position  of  Mayor  of  "this  city.  Political  combi- 
nations, rings  and  cliques  may  control  some  of 
the  minor  places,  and  the  people  may  be  almost 
powerless  against  them. 

Trades  and  bargains  may  be  made  by  unscru- 
pulous and  designing  men  for  some  positions,  and 
maybe  successfully conf "animated;  but  the  peo- 
ple will  demand  that  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  city  shall  be  a  man  above  reproach.  To 
him  they  look  for  their  protector,  and  in  him  they 
are  wiling  to  confide  power  and  responsibility. 
Such  even  is  the  provision  of  our  present  city 
charter  in  many  important  appointments,  and 
such  is  the  direction  in  which  good,  wholesome 
government  points  today.  I  have  not  taken  this 
position,  Mr.  Mayor,  without"  much  thought, 
study  and  investigation,  but  I  am  now  well  satis- 
fied that  such  is  the  only  good  tenable  ground. 
Any  other,  however  plausible  at  first  sight  it  may 
appeal ,  is  unsafe,  and  will  more  surely  lead  at  last 
to  dishonesty  and  corruption.  I  b'eg  leave  to 
quote  some  authorities  upon  this  impoitant  point. 

Surely,  Mr.  Mayor,  no  one  will  pretend  to 
deny  that  the  elder  Quinc\  rilled  the  position  of 
Mayor  of  this  city  with  sign  -1  ability.  I\"o  one 
better  than  he  understood  both  the  theory  and 
practice  of  municipal  government.  He  made  both 
a  study,  and  today  we  are  reaping  the  benefit  of 
bis  wisdom  and  foresight.  I  quote  the  following 
from  his  inaugural  a  ldress  to  the  City  Council  in 
1823: 

"One  great  defect  in  the  ancient  organization  of 
the  Town  Government  was  the  division  of  the 
executive  power  among  many,  the  consequent 
lit  le  responsibility,  ami  the  facility  with  which 
that  little  was  shiftedfrom  one  department,  board 
or  individual,  to  another;  so  as  to  have  the  in- 
habitants in  a  great  measure  at  a  loss  whom  to 
blame  for  the  deficiency  in  the  nature  or  execu- 
tion of  the  provisions  for  their  safety  and  police." 

Again  he  says,  speaking  of  the  indispensable 
requisites  of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  such  as  great 
zeal,  great  activity,  great" self-devotion,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
relations  of  the  people — 

"Nor  is  it  only  necessary  that  these  qualities 
should  at  all  times  be  exacted  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  that  he  should  be  held  to  a  rigid  ex- 
hibition of  them  in  his  official  conduct:  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  also  necessary  that  all  the 
departments  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  throw 
upon  him  the  full  weight  of  all  the  respon- 
sibility yvhich  the  charter  attaches  to  hi-Jorticc. 
Whatever  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  that  sense 
of  responsibility,  above'  all,  whatever  enables 
the  executive  officer  to  cast  the  blame  of  weak 
plans  or  inefficient  execution  upon  others,  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  corrupt  the  executive,  and  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  a  chief  benefit  contemplat- 
ed in  th«  charter. 

Whatever  form  of  organization  of  any  depart- 
ment tends  to  deprive  the  executive  officer  of  the 
city  of  the  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  laws,  or 
transfer-  ;li  ,r  i  ower  to  others  di.  connected  from 
lit  -  i .--  ..usibility.  has  a  direct  tendency  to  encour- 
age the  Executive  in  ignorance,  inactivity  or  im- 
becility, which  will  inevitably,  sooner  or  later, 
result  just  in  proportion  as  the  organization 
enables  him  to  throw  the  blame  of  mismanage- 
ment upon  other.-,  or  not  to  hold  himself  account- 
able for  it.  0l-  -ini,  executive  should  ultimately 
devolve    the    accountability  for  the   dliciac  ,  ,,'l 
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plan  or  inefficiency  in   execution 
the  opinion  of  Mr!  Quincy. 

Judge  Dillon,  in  his  recent  aide  treatise  on  thi 
"Law  of  Municioal  Corporations,"  savs— 

"Experience  has  d,  mon-tnve.l  the  necessity  oj 
more  limn  r  and  uio.c  ,  espoii-.; eilrv  in  til  ■  execu 
five  head  of  our  municii.al  in-tir.rion.  Too  ol'.'i 
the  duties  of  the  .Mayoroi  executive  officer  an 
only  nominal,  and  to  the-c  lie  giye-  but  l'tilc  at 
tention— a  natural  result  of  his  want  of  impor 
tance  and  of  his  inability  to  control  the  adininis 
tuition  oi  niunicical  affairs. 
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If  the  office  he  i  lotheil  with  dignity  and  real  au- 
hotity;  if  the  Mayor  -hall  he  invested  with  the 
veto  power;  if  he  shall  have  the  sole  eight  to  ap- 
point, and  the  unrestricted  jioteer  to  suspend  or 
remove,  subordinate  off-idols  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments, then  the  citizens  can  justly  demand  of  him 
that  he  shall  he  individually  respon  ible  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  concern-  of  the  municipali- 
ty, and  if  grievances  exist  they  will  know  to  whom 
to  applv  for  remedy  or  upon  whom  to  fix  the 
blame." 

Mr.  Mayor,  I  am  content  to  leave  this  branch 
of  the  subject  at  this  point,  and  hasten  to  the  con- 
sideration of  theobjecfions  which. have  been  raised 
here  and  elsewhere  to  the  practical  workings  of 
these  boards  or  commissions  in  other  large  cities. 

Whenever  the  subject  of  establishing  commis- 
sions is  under  discussion  a  good  deal  is  said  in  a 
vague  way  about  i.he  evil  results  which  have  fol- 
lowed the  "introduction  of  that  system  of  govern- 
ment in  other  large  cities,  notably  in  New  York. 

If  gentlemen  will  onlv  look  at  the  facts  as  they 
are,  they  will  find  that  the  experience  of  other 
cities  furnishes  the  strongest  argument  in  favor 
of  the  establishmi  nt  of  executive  boards,  the 
members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for 
a  term  cf  years. 

In  New  York  the  municipal  government  was 
formerly  organized  in  substantially  the  same  man- 
net  that  the  government  of  this  city  was  organ- 
ized before  the  establishment  of  anv  commissions. 

It  was -under  that  system— namely,  the  exercise 
of  executive  business  by  committee:;  of  the  Alder- 
men and  Councilmcn  a.'ul  by  individual  members 
of  those  bodies  that  the  government  became  the 
ino-t  corrupt  of  any  in  modern  times. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  overthi  owing  that  sys 
tern  that  the  citizens  who  had  property  to  piotect 
appealed  to  the  State  to  come  in  and  govern  them. 

There  they  made  a  fatal  mistake,  the  evil 
-effects  of  which  have  not  ye:  passed  away. 

'lhe  boards  appohueu  In  the  executive  power  of 
the  state,  under  influences  quite  as  vicious  as  they 
could  possiblj  have  been  in  the  municipal  coun- 
cil-, ha. I  no  feeling  of  responsibility  to  the  people 
they  were  cstabli  Led  to  govern. 

Inn  listed  with  be  expenditure  of  vast  sums  of 
money,  and  without  any  adequate  system  of 
checks,  it  would  have  been  indeed  Surprising  if 
some  of  the  heads  of  departments  had  not  yielded 
to  the  temptations  by  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  to  be  said  to  the 

credit   of  the.-e   Mai uiiuissions,   and  that   is, 

while  they  mi-spent  a  great  deal  of  money,  they 
have  male  tlie  cit\  el  New  V«i:  k  what  no  govern- 
ment const  it  u  ted  a-  the  old  one  was— where  the  leg- 
islative and  executive  powers  areexeicisedbythe 
same  body— could  have  made  it.  The)  have  made 
it  he  most  magnificent  citv  in  this  country. 

When  the  citizens  found  thai  their  appeal  for 
State  government  had  not  accomplished  all  that 
they  had  expected  in  the  way  of  an  economical 
administration  of  affairs,  they  then  undertook 
seriously  to  accomplish  the  leform  at  home. 

A  vigilance  committee  was  o  ganized,  composed 
of  men  having  the  largest  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  city  -all  of  I  hem  men  of  ictegi  ity  and  many 
of  them  me. i  oi  dj  languished  ability. 

The  result  of  their  laborsis  embodied  in  the 
charter  which  went  into  operation  just  a  year 
ago. 

'flic  whole  subject  of  muni  -ip.i I  in-:  itutious  was 
examined  in  the  most  thorough  and  comprehen- 
sive manner  and  with  a  single  view  to  arrive  at 
the  best  result. 

The  committee  saw  the  mistake  which  had  been 
m  ide  m  giving  up  the  control  of  their  own  affairs 
to  outside  powers.  They  also  saw  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  securing  either  an  efficient  or  an 
none-    administration  by  going  back  to  the  old 
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the    past     year    under  the 


I  do  ro"  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending 
that  the  exact  form  of  government  which  has 
been  finally  adopted  in  New  York  should  be  in- 
troduced here. 

Their  traditions  are  different  from  ouis.  I  be- 
lieve that  we  should  adhere  to  the  ol  I  forms  as 
far  as  possible,  but  the  principle  which,  after  long 
and  biSter  experience,  has  been  adopted  in  that 
cilyand  in  all  the  other  large! cities  of  the  coun- 
try, of  dividing  the  legislative  business  f.oin  the 
executive  business,  is  of  universal  application. 

It  may  be  stated  as  an  axiom,  that  the  body 
which  makes  the  laws  and  taxes  the  people  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  government  should  not, 
at  the  sam"  time,  he  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  the  law  ■  and  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  It 
is  not  safe,  lhe  temptation  is  too  great  where  a 
single  b'oiy  has  unrestricted  power  to  raise  and 
expend  money. 

thiladelj  .hut  and  Washington  have  also  been 
cited  as  bearing  testimony  against  commissions. 
If  gentlemen  of  this  boar. I  will  thoroughly  inves- 
tigate the  manner  in  which  commissions  have 
been  appointed  in  those  cities  they  will  be  unable 
to  find  any  valid  argument  against  the  appointing 
of  commissions  as'  is  propo  ed  in  Boston.  Phil- 
adelphia has  appointed  its  commissions  part- 
ly by  the  Mayor,  partly  by  the  select  .and 
common  councils,  and  partly  by  the  courts. 
With  such  a  division  in  the  appointing  pow- 
er, success  could  not  reasonably"  be  expected 
and  has  not  been  attained,  in  the  city  of 
Washington  the  federal  authority  has  inter- 
vened and  appointed  men  to  responsible  positions 
whose  interests  anil  sympathies  were  not  with  tho 
people.  Many  nf  th  'm  had  koines  far  away,  and 
were  merely  sojourners  among  the  people. 

Let,  us  take  a  les  on  from  the  experience  of  oth- 
er cities  and  exerc  i-r  a  wise  forecast  by  changing 
the  organization  of  our  Government  to  meet  the 
changed  condition  of  tilt  airs,  caused  by  the  growth 
cf  the  city,  before  corruption  gets  the  better  of  us 
and  paralyz-  s  our  effort--  at.  r-toini. 

Mr.  Mayor,  you  will  ptr.'.on  me  if  I  refer 
briefly  to  the  two  (  omniissions  recently  appointed 
by  our  late  Mayor,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  City  Council.  I  have  been  surprised 
and  pained  by  the  slurs  ami  inuendoes  which  have 
so  frequently",  I  had  almost  sai  1  which  have  so  con- 
tinually, been  cast  upon  honorable  gentlemen  com- 
posing these  two  hoards,  during  the  six  months 
that  I  have  had  the  honor  of  occupying  a  seat  at 
this  Board.  No  charges  of  any  name  or  nature 
have  been  made  against  them,  and  I  am  almost  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  words  used  herein  debate 
and  which  now  stand  upon  our  records.  I  am  no 
champion,  in  the  usual  sense  of  that  term,  of 
either  of  those  commissions,  but  in  the  name  of 
the  people  Of  Boston,  who  put  them  there,  I  do  de- 
mand fair  play.  By  their  fruits  the  voters  of  Bos- 
ton will  .judge  them,  as  they  will  judge  us  by  our 
acts  and  conduct  here.  Be  it  ours  to  be  watchful 
and  see  to  it  that  the  publ.c  interests  receive  no 
detriment  tit  our  hands. 

I  do  not  propose  to  stand  here,  Mr.  Mayor, 
and  argue  in  favor  of  a  Board  of  Health.  The 
people  came  here  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  ago 
and  demanded  that  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  city 
should     be     more      zealously      guarded.  They 

believed  that  if  the  town  of  lio.-ton  in 
171)0  required  a  special  board  of  twelve 
nun,  be  i  les  the  S  leetiuen,  to  constitute  a  Hoard 
of  Health  to  be  ever  on  the  alert  in  regard  to  that 
most  important  matter— the  health  of  the  town — 
they  were  not  ur  reasonable,  after  they  had  found 
that  a  committee  of  three  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen weie  unable,  with  their  other  overwhelm- 
ing duties,  to  give  proper  alt:  nlion  to  the  matter, 
to   demand    that  a  proper    board  should  be  consti- 
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ment  proper,  previous  to  annexation.  Now  it 
consists  of  the  Fire  Department  as  the  commis- 
sioners took  it,  the  Fire  Departments  of  Charles- 
town,  West  Roxburyand  Brighton,  the  Fire  Alarm 
•  of  Boston  and  the  Fire  Alarm  if  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbnry,  also  the  department  of  hells  ard 
clocks  and  the  engine  houses. 

The  work  performed  by  the  commission  in 
reorganizing  the  department  has  takeL  all 
their  time  from  early  morning  to  5  P.  M., 
without  cessation.  The  department  has  been 
reorganized  by  the  addition  of  six  permanent 
companies,  making,  as  before  stated,  ten, 
whose  duties  are  well  defined  and  who  aie  well 
disciplined;  the  call  companies  being  in  the  sub- 
urbs are  required  to  do  duty  only  when  the  alarm 
sounds  the  locality  to  which  they  are  assigned. 
In  reorganizing  the  force  many  members  were 
found  whose  age  exceeded  fifty  years,  and  it  was 
also  found  that  many  members  had  their  daily 
employment  far  away  from  their  apparatus,  and 
the  bond  deemed  the  public  security  demanded 
that  they  should  give  place  to  others  whose  age 
was  within  that  named,  and  whose  place  of  busi- 
ness was  near  their  apparatus,  of  course  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty  many  good  men  were 
touched,  and  it  naturally  elicited  criticism  and 
censure;  but  fail -minded  men  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  its  being  done. 

And  njw,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  call  your  especial  at- 
tention to  the  expenses  of  this  immensely  in- 
creased department.  What  are  they?  I  find 
them  to  be  only  about  the  same  as  last  year,  name- 
ly. $40,000  per  month,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of 
water  and  hydrants,  wnich  the  city  ordinance 
provides  the  commissioners  shall  pay  for,  amount- 
ing to  about  $05,000. 

The.  board  are  actually  running  three  additional 
departments,  namely,  (hailestown.  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton,  and  also  about  eighty  more 
permanent  men  at  $1000  each  per  annum." 

Mr.  Mayor,  system,  thoroughness,  watchful- 
ness over  every  expenditure,  economy  in  all  the 
details  of  that  vast  department,  will  enable  those 
commissioners  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  Fire 
Department  within  the  amount  it  cost  last  year, 
which  was  about  $587,000. 

The  $7007.07  which  was  spent  by  the  committee 
under  the  old  regime  for  refreshments,  carriage 
hire,  and  a  worse  than  usetess  parade  during  the 
last  year,  will  not  be  wanted,  and  you  will  have  a 
department  more  efficient  by  far  than  Boston  has 
ever  had  before.  I  predict,  Mr.  Mayor,  a  fur- 
ther saving  to  the  people  of  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  their  insurance 
premiums  during  the  next  five  years.  1  will  not 
take  the  time  of  this  Board  in  argument  after  pre- 
senting such  facts.  If  they  are  not  sufficient  in 
themselves  to  convince,  no  words  of  mine  can 
have  any  effect. 

And  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  here  is  the  showing  of 
one  commission.  You  may  say  it  is  too  early  to 
judge  of  it  yet,  and  that  may  be  true  to  a  certain 
degree;  but  this  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  no 
man  ever  lived  who  could  do  as  the  Chi  _'f  Engineer 
of  that  department,— in  addition  to  running  to  all 
fires  and  attending  to  the  other  duties  naturally 
devolving  upon  him,— no  man,  I  say,  could  have 
that  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  de- 
partment, such  as  supplies,  repairs,  etc.,  as  to 
hardle  that  enormous  appropriation  to  its  best 
advantage. 

We  have  been  endeavoring  to  carry  on  the  large 
departments  of  this  Government  as  they  were 
carried  on  in  the  past.  But,  Mr.  Mayor,  this 
is  worse  than  folly.  It  cannot  be  done.  Examine 
your  Auditor's  report  of  this  year,  and  compare 
your  expenditures  with  those  of  ten  years  ago. 
Look  at  your  territory,  your  population,  your  val- 
uation, and  tell  me  how  'much  longer  you  can  safe- 
ly intrust  these  large  departments  to  a  mere  su- 
perintendent unler  the  direction  of  a  committee, 
liable  to  change  rrom  year  to  year,  and  whose 
members  have  a  dozen  other  committees  to  act 
upon?  What  do  you  ask  of  an  Alderman  who 
sits  at  this  Board  now?  Impossibilities.  You 
ask  him  to  take  a  seat  at  ihe  Water  Board  and  act 
intelligently  there  upon  the  momentous  questions 
constantly  "coming  before  him;  you  ask  him  to 
take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Pa.ing  Com- 
mittee, and  see  to  it  that  the  300  miles  of 
Streets  now  in  Boston  are  properly  attended  to, 
and,  that  an  appropriation  of  two  millions  of 
dollars  is  wisely  and  economically  expended. 

You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Police  Committee,  and  see  to  it  that  the  thirty-five 
square  miles  of  Boston's  territory  is  properly 
guarded.     You  ask  him  to  see  and  critical  ly  tx- 


About  2000  tenement  houses  have  been  thor- 
oughly inspected,  and  an  accurate  description  and 
condition  of  each  recorded  in  the  office.  Quaran- 
tine, with  its  various  duties  and  appurtenances,  is 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  to  the 
same  care  has  fallen  the  charge  of  -event een  cem- 
eteries, some  of  them  in  a  most  dilapidated  condi- 
tion. We  furnish  that  board  w  ith  a  sev"n  by  nine 
office  in  which  to  attend  to  these  rather  unpleas- 
ant functions,  and  many  whose  faces  have  never 
been  seen  inside  the  office  to  ask  a  question  or  in- 
spect a  record  (in  fact,  Mr.  Mayor,  nine-tenths 
of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  have  never 
visited  the  office  i  are  free  in  their  criticism  of  the 
board,  and  complain  that  it  is  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense, and  would  vote  to  put  such  a  department 
back  into  the  hands  of  a  committee.  Mr.  May- 
or, I  would  refer  all  such  gentlemen  to  an  in- 
spection of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  w-here  they  will  find  one  of  the  most  perfect 
departments  in  the  world.  We  are  jus."  learning 
our  A  B  Cs  in  sanitary  science,  and  are  not  yet 
prepared  to  receive  our  diploma  of  graduation. 
Milk  Inspectors,  1  learn,  are.  as  a  general  thing, 
placed  under  the  Boards  of  Health.  Bath  houses, 
also  being  maintained  for  the  public  health, 
wouid  seem  to  me  to  be  a  proper  department 
to  come  under  their  care.  Having  had  some  six 
months'  experience  on  the  Committee  on  Bathing. 
I  wish  to  put  upon  record  my  firm  belief  that, 
should  the  City  Council  -vote  to  put  the  Bathing 
Department  under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  it  would  result  in  an  annual  saving  of  not 
less  than  $15,000— more  than  sufficient  to  pay  aU 
their  salaries,  and  more  than  one-third  of'  the 
appropriation  for  bathing  for  the  present  year. 
My  colleagues  upon  that  committee  in  this  B'oard 
—the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  and  the  Alderman 
from  the  Island  Ward — must  agree  with  me  in  this 
statement. 

The  other  board  to  which  I  would  call  attention 
is  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  organized 
Nov.  20,  1873.  The  senior  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
[Alderman  Cuiter]  stated  at  the  last  meeting  of 
this  Board  that  the  only  reason  why  that  depart- 
ment was  placed  under  a  commission  was  that  the 
people  had  lost  confidence  in  the  department,  as 
it  was  then  conducted.  The  gentleman  usually 
speaks  from  the  book,  and  in  this  case  was  cer- 
tainly not  mistaken.  He  asks  you  to  compare  the 
expenses  of  running  the  Fire  Department  now 
with  what  they  were  ten  years  ago.  I 
beg  the  Board  to  first  compare  th'  m  with 
the  expenses  of  last  year,  when  we  were 
attempting  the  folly  of  running  such  an  immense 
department  under  the  control  of  a  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  the  leading  members  of  such 
committee  being  members  of  more  than  a  dozen 
other  important  committees,  thus  preventing 
them  from  having  any  thing  like  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  tbe  inside  workings  of  the  department. 
No  more  conscientious,  faitnful  or  economical 
man  ever  sat  at  this  Board  than  the  man  who  was 
last  year  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department,  and  who  today  is  the  senior  member 
of  this  Board.  A  faithful  "sentinel  over  the  treas- 
ury, he  was  powerless  then  as  he  is  powerless  to- 
day oyer  the  departments  of  which  he  is  Chair- 
man, the  aggregate  appropriations  for  which 
amount  to  millions  of  dollars.  What  have  we  for 
a  department  today  under  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners? 

It  consists  of  twenty-nine  steam  fire  engines, 
eleven  hook  and  ladder  trucks,  twelve  hose  car- 
riages, two  extinguisher  wagons,  one  chemical 
engine,  one  fire  boat— fifty-six  pieces  in  all.  There 
are  673  men,  153  of  whom  are  permanently  em- 
ployed.   There  are  120  horses. 

The  Fire  Alarm  Department  of  the  city  now  in- 
alud.es  the  Fire  Alarm  Department  of  the  Charles- 
town  and  West  Roxbury  districts,  and  Brighton  is 
now  being  connected. 

The  number  of  men  permanently  employed 
therein  is  ten,  and  nine  others  temporarily.  The 
bells  and  (locks  in  charge  of  the  department  are 
quite  large  in  number,  there  being  thirty-three 
clocks  to  keep  in  order,  etc. ;  the  ringing  "of  the 
bells  for  seven,  one  and  nine  o'clock  is  also  in- 
cluded. The  engine  houses  were  formerly  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings;  but 
are  now  in  charge  of  the  board  and  the  repairs 
are  done  by  order  of  the  commissioners.  All 
equipments  and  supplies  are  ordered  by  the  com- 
missioners on  requisition,  and  as  far  as  practica- 
ble purchased  at  wholesale  and  delivered  as  re- 
quired. 

When  the  department  was  managed  by  the 
joint  committee  it  comprised  only  the  Fire  Depart- 
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amine  every  man  who  is  appointed,  and  to  try 
every  orriei  r  against  whom  complaint  is  made. 
You  ask  him  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
whole  system  of  police,  and  to  economically  spend 
<SSK.Vliio.  You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship' 
of  the  Northampton-street  District  Committee, 
and  see  to  it  that  a  large  and  important  section  of 
the  city  is  propei ly  filled;  that  all  acts  are  done 
legally;  that  all  damages  are  properly  adjusted; 
and  that  all  employes  perform  their  duty, — all  this 
involving  a  very  large  expenditure.  Youaskhiui 
to  take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  hear  the  innumerable  cases  coming 
before  that  <  ommitteo,  and  wisely  act  upon  them, 
and  save  the  city  from  costly  and  vexatious  law 
suits.  You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Committee  on  Budget  and  look  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  S2iio.onii.  You  ask  him  to  act  upon 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and  consider 
all  requests  from  the  school  board,  and  purchase 
land  for  more  schoolhouses  wherever  wanted, 
from  the  Newton  to  the  Somerville  line. 

"You  ask  him  to  serve  upon  the  committees  upon 
the  Assessors'  Department,  the  Engineer's  Depart- 
ment, Fort  Hill,  Public  In  illations,  Sumner  Me- 
morial1, Fourth  of  July,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  All  this, 
Mr.  Mayor,  you  ask  of  one  man  and  then  ask 
him  to  prepare  himself  to  vote  intelligently  every 
Monday  afternoon  upon  the  varied  and  important 
questions  coming  before  this  Board.  And  then, 
Mr.  Mayor,  after"  he  has  served  the  city  two  or 
three  years,  you  ask  a  ne\ 
assume  tlie-e  re-iion-ihili 
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Stidbury  River,  .uel  yoti  c-innoi  denj  it.  It  makes 
the  board  the  agenl  of  thfe  city.  Now  it  is 
Claimed  that  'lie  agent  cannot  he  greater  than 
the  principal.  But  here  is  a  ease  in  which 
the  agent  of  this  city.— the  creature  of  the  Legis- 
lature,—has  authoritytodo  all  that  the  princip  li- 


the city— has  power  to  do.  1  object  to  the  num- 
ber of  this  commission,  if  we  are  to  have  such  a 
commission.  I  object  to  the  number,  for  the  same 
reason  that  I  gave  a  week  ago  today,— that  it  is 
not  the  wisest  man's  counsel  which  will  prevail, 
for  the  weakest  man  hoUls  the  casting  vote.  The 
strongest  man  is  no  stronger  than  the 
weakest,  and  the  most  honest  has  no  more 
power  than  trie  most  corrupt.  Then  1  object 
to  appointed  commissions.  What  honesty  is 
thereabout  such  appointments?  What  honest, 
upright  man  desires  such  an  appointing  power? 
Is  not  the  desire  born  of  an  ambition  to  promote 
future  political  ends?  When  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  claims  that  commissions  have  worked 
wonders  where  they  have  been  established,  and 
have  been  successful.  I  point  to  New  York, 
which  is  known  to  be  a  mass  oi  political  corrup- 
tion, and  to  Washington,  which  has  been  finan- 
cially ruir.ed.  1  fail  "to  see  where  they  have  been 
a  success  in  any  city  that  has  adopted  them. 
Again,  I  do  not  see  any  reason,  when  every- 
thing is  undergoing  a  gradual  change  and 
shrinkage  in  values,  why  the  salaries  of  these 
commissioners  should  continue  for  three  years,  or 
during  die  terms  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appointed.  Is  it  because  they  are  worth  more 
each  and  every  year?  Is  it  because  wages  are  the 
same  and  money  has  the  same  value  for  each 
successive  year?  I  do  not  see  any  wisdom  in  that 
provision  of  the  act.  And  again,  I  would  protest 
against  the  right  of  three  men  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  price  of  water  in  this  city.  When  we  adopted 
the  present  source  of  supply  and  brought  the 
water  into  the  city,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  rightly,  the  wate.'  rates  corld  not  be 
increased  "unless  by  petition  of  one  hundred 
citizens,  and  then  only  on  condition  that  the  in- 
come fell  short  of  the  amount  necessary  to  pay 
the  water  debt  for  two  years;  or  if  they  were 
more  than  enough  to  pa>  that  interest,  one  hun- 
dred citizens  could  peti don  the  Supreme  ,1  udicial 
Court,  who  could  appoint  a  commission  of  three 
men  to  change  those  rates.  The  design  of  this 
act  seems  to  he  to  regulate  the  kind  of  water 
fixtures  to  be  used.  One  day  we  were  called  to- 
gether to  pass  an  order  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  license  plumpers— which  meant 
to  change  the  water  fixtures.  Does  not  this 
look  as  though  some  one  owned  a  patent 
right  and  wished  to  force  it  upon  the 
city?  I  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of  such 
legislation.      1    believe   that   Mr.    Ilealy   here    al- 
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power  to  confirm.  The  fact  that  New  Vork  needs 
commissions  is  no  argument  that  we  do.  A  sick 
man  needs  medicine.    There   is   no   reason  to  say 
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that  we  are  in  the  same  condition  as  New  York, 
because  everybody  knows  that  we  are  not.  The 
growth  of  the  city  of  which  the  gentleman  speaks, 
he  must  rememoer.  bas  taken  place  under  the  old 
system  and  not  under  the  commissions.  He  says 
the  appropriation  for  the  Paving  Department  is 
two  million  dollars.  It  is  only  one  million  three 
hundred  thousand. 

Alderman  Preseott— I  made  the  statement  that 
the  Paving  Committee  had  two  millions  to  spend. 
The  general  appropriation  for  paring  w:  s  thirteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  that  for  the  burnt  dis- 
trict four  hundred  thousand,  and  then  there  are 
extra  appropriations  for  the  W  ashiugton-street 
extension  and  others,  so  that  the  total  amounts  to 
very  nearly  two  millions. 

Alderman  Peters — The  amount  which  the  gen- 
tleman gave  was  two  millions  which  was  laid  upon 
the  Paving  Department  this  year,  owing  to  the 
growth  of  tbe  city.  That  statement  was  calculat- 
ed to  deceive,  because  it  was  owing  not  to 
the  growth  of  the  city  but  to  its  diminution 
by  fire.  But  a  great  'deal  of  the  growth  of 
the  city  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  gov- 
ernment which  he  wishes  to  overthrow.  The 
great  reason  why  this  matter  was  postponed  to 
today  was  on  account  of  tbe  question  of  the  l?gal- 
ity  of  this  commission  taking  Sudbury  River  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  City  Council ;  as  to  the  measure 
itself,  I  suppose  that  the  gentlemen's  minds  have 
been  made  up.  Mr.  Healy's  opinion  is  rhat  they 
cannot  do  so,  but  that  the'act  "simply  enables  the 
City  Council  to  constitute  tbe  board  an  agency  for 
the" taking  of  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  etc., 
but  it  does  not  enable  the  board  to  take  the  water 
or  do  anv  other  act  pertaining  to  such  taking,  un- 
less they  are  first  authorized  by  the  City  Council." 
Then  he  toes  on  to  say,  "The  only  purpose  of  in- 
serting the  last-named  provision  in  the  act  was,  I 
suppose,  to  give  the  board,  when  established,  the 
same  capacity,  to  be  invested  with  powers  under 
the  Sudbury'  River  act,  which  the  Cochituate 
"Water  Board  now  have."  piom  what  he  had  said 
before,  that  board  were  invested  with  that 
power  without  this  additional  sentence  be- 
ing added,  although  Mr.  Healy  may  be  asked, 
when  it  is  as  plain  as  "Thou  shalt  no't  steal,"  I  do 
not  think  we  need  go  to  lawyers  for  an  opinion. 
The  statute  under  which  this"  ordinance  is  made 
reads,  "Said  board  may  be  empowered  by  said 
Citv  Council  to  exercise'  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
upon  the  city  of  Boston,  with  reference  to  supply- 
ing said  city  with  water,  or  of  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  water  boards'— then  there  is  a  semicolon, 
making  an  entire  division  of  the  sentence,  and 
the  act  continues,  "and  is  also  empowered  to  act 
as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  anv  or 
all  things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights," 
etc.  The  city  is  now  authorized  to  take  Sudbuiy 
River,  and,  with  all  due  deference  to  Mr.  Healv's 
opinion,  I  believe  that  the  Supreme  Court  would 
decide  that  the  new  board  is  empowered  to  do  all 
that  the  city  is  emnowered  to  do.  Therefore,  I 
think  this  ordinance  should  not  pass,  at  lca-t  until 
the  City  Council  shall  decile  what  source  is  the 
best  from  which  to  take  an  additional  supply  of 
water. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Mayor.  I  did  not  expect  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
this  subject  until  within  a  day  or"  two.  but,  sir,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  hav- 
ing, after  a  very  careful  consideration  of  tbe  sub- 
ject, signed  a  report  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
commission  to  perform  the  duties  required  by'the 
uniting  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystis  water 
boards,  X  ferl  it  my  duty  to  defend  the  report  and 
state  the  reason*  which  induced  me  to  recommend 
a  change,  in  order  to  have  the  affairs  of  rhis  de- 
partment managed  to  the  best  advantage.  It 
may  be  that  the  management  of  the  Water 
Board  in  the  past  has  been  satisfactory; 
but  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  board 
have  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  until 
they  have  become  such  that  no  board,  composed 
as  this  one  has  been  of  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  of  citizens  at  large  (serving  without  pav). 
can  give  the  time  and  care  they  demand.  This 
fact  is  admitted  by  members  of  thepresenf  board, 
whe  have  had  an  opportunity  to  know  the  re- 
quirements of  the  position.  '  They  advocate  a 
change,  such  as  the  Committee  oh  Water  have 
recommended,  and  I  assure  you  that  this  would 
not  be  admitted  by  one  "member,  at  least, 
did  he  not  see  the  absolute  necessity  for  it,  and 
had  he  not  made  up  his  mind,  after  a  long  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  no  other 


course  was  left  for  him  to  pursue  if  he  desired 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  city.  Boston 
has  outgrown  its  present  water  supply  and 
is  preparing  for  the  expenditure  of  very'  large 
amounts  for  additional  facilities;  and  in  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage we  should  have  men  who  can  give  to  it 
their  whole  and  undivided  attention.  The  meet- 
ing of  a  board  of  gentlemen  for  an  hour  a  day  is 
not  sufficient  to  carry  on  this  department,  no  mat- 
ter how  competent  they  may  be,  or  how  great 
their  capacity  for  the  despatch  of  business.  In 
the  hearing  before  the  committee  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  ot  a  water  commission,  we  had 
the  testimony  of  ex-Presidents  Norcioss,  Bradley, 
and  Allen,  recommending  in  the  stiongest  terms 
the  organization  of  a  board,  the  members  of 
which  should  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a 
term' and  compensated  for  their  services.  Those 
gentlemen  have  had  experience  as  members  of  the 
board  as  it  now  exists;  they  are  men  of 
sound  judgment  and  would  not  be  likely  to  ad- 
vise any  change  which  they  had  not  well  con- 
sidered and  which  they  did  not  believe 
to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 
We  had  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Haven,  the  present 
President  of  the  board,  strongly  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  commission,  and  giving  the 
best  ot  reasons  why  he  considered  such  a  change 
desirable.  It  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  Water 
Registrar  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  to  have  a  board  composed  of  men  who 
can  devote  their  entile  time  to  this  work  for  a 
reasonable  compensation.  Thus  we  see,  sir,  that 
those  who  have  been  conversant  with  tbe  duties 
and  requirements  of  this  department  in  the  past, 
and  those  who  are  at  present  upon  the  board,  and 
who  have  had  opportunities  to  understand  this 
whole  subject  better  than  we  who  have  had  no 
experience  pos.-iblv  can,  believe  that  the  interests 
of  the  city  in  this  department  will  be  best 
served  in  the  hands  of  a  commission.  I  con- 
tend that  the  business  of  this  department,  as 
well  as  some  others,  has  become  so  great, 
and  requires  such  constant  attention,  that  the 
city  muse  pay  for  such  sendees  if  they  are  to  be 
rendered  in  a  manner  acceptable  to*  the  tax- 
payers. A  commission  composed  of  able  and 
honest  men,  who  would  devote  all  their  time  to 
the  w-ork  assigned,  is  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  re- 
quired at  the  present  time.  There  would  not  be 
the  liability  of  a  change  each  year  that  there 
now  is;  it  would  be  of  a  more  permanent  char- 
acter, which  certainly  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage in  a  board  of  this  kind.  A  commission  has 
no  more  power  than  the  City  Council  chooses  to 
give  them,  nor  could  they  spend  a  dollar 
of  money  unless  permission  was  first  given 
them  by  the  power  which  created  them,  and 
to  whom  they  are  responsible  for  all  their 
acts.  It  is  not  :a  question  of  usurping  the 
power  now  held  by  tbe  City  Council,  inasmuch 
as  a  commission  is  first  bound  to  investigate, 
and  then  present  the  results  of  its  investigation 
and  doings  to  riie  City  Government  for  its  ap- 
proval. They  can  do  nothing  but  what  thev  are 
especially  empowered  to  Jo  by  the  City- Council, 
with  reference  to  supplying  the'eitv  with  water,  or 
in  acting  as  the  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
doing  anv  or  all  thing*  which  the  city  i-  now  au- 
thorized to  do  in  relation  to  the  raking  of  lands. 
water  rights  and  other  property,  the  establish^ 
ment  and  maintenance  oi  works' and  appliances 
for  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  or  othei  cities 
and  towns  with  pure  water.  No  power  i  delegat- 
ed  to   a  commi-Mon  which   is   1  ot  completely  and 
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in  the  various  departments  for  which  they 
were  constituted.  At  all  events,  it  is  our 
duty  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  before  we 
condemn  them  so  unqualifiedly  a*  we  have  heard 
done  here  during  the  present  ve'ar.  I  think  the 
people  would  hardly  submit  to  the  ahol'tion  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  notwithstanding  the  severe  criti- 
cisms which  it  has  received  at  our  hands.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  doing  a  good  work  and  labors  earnestly 
and  successfully  to  protect  the  health  of  the  citv. 
It  is  no  rea- on  to  suppose  that  Because  we  have 
no  serious  epidemic  amongst  us.  there  is  no 
work  for  the  Board  of  Health.  ,  to  the  contrary,  it 
is  the  very  best  reason  for  believing  that  it'has 
accomplished  the  work  tor  which  ir  was  estab- 
lished, viz.,  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the 
city.  And  allow  me  to  say  that,  through  the  legal 
abilities  of  the  chairman  of  the  board,  the  citv  has 
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already  received  from  the  State,  on  account  of 
smallpox  paupers,  more  than  enough  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  if-  members  for  the  next"  three  rears, 
and  not  one  half  has  yet  been  collected. 
The  people  demanded  a  Fire  Commission,  and  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  or  not  it  will  fulfil 
their  expectations.  It  has  not  as  yet  had  time  to 
fully  reorganize  the  department,  or  to  get  into 
that  complete  working  order  which  I  trust  will 
eventually  result  in  giving  to  t  ur  city  the  most 
perfect  protection  against  tire  possessed  by  any 
municipality  in  the  land.  The  Commission  on 
Streets,  I  believe,  meets  with  the  approbation  of 
all.  No  member  of  this  Board,  so  far  as  I  know, 
doubts  its  usefulness,  or  the  recessitv  existing  for 
such  an  organization.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
kuow  something  of  its  labors  for  the  past  two 
years,  and  I  think  that  in  no  other  way  could  the 
the  irterests  of  the  city,  in  this  department,  be  so 
well  cared  for.  Objections  have  been  made  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  commissions  are  to  be 
established— they  are  not  elected  by  the  people, 
and  that,  consequently,  the  people  have  no  voice 
in  the  matter.  To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that 
though  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  they  initst  be 
confirmed  by  the  City  Council,  which  is  itself 
elected  by  the  people,  aid  holds  the  power  in  its 
own  hands.  Experience  h  is  shown  that  in  almost 
all  eases  better  men  are  secured  bv  appointment 
by  a  competent  and  impartial  head  than  by  selee- 
ti.n  by  the  people  at  large,  and  the  citizens  of 
Boston  have  only  to  look  carefully  to  their  choice 
of  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  be  sure  of  compe- 
tent and  faithful  commissioners.  It  being  an  ad- 
mitted fact  rhat  some  change  in  the  management 
of  the  Water  I>ep  uimeiit  pmsthe  made,  what  bet- 
ter can  we  do  than  to  vote  to  constitute  this  com- 
mission of  three,  w  ho  as  appointees  el  the  present 
Mayor,  and  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
present  City  Council,  we  certainly  must  know  will 
be  such  men  as  will  do  all  that  is  req'iired  of 
them,  and  ale:  due  trial  should  thev  fail  iosatisfv 
the-e  requirement-  .  the  same  power  which  creates 


has 


i-b. 


Alderman  I'eters— As  I  wish  to  go  upon  record 
as  one  of  the  few,  one  of  the  immortal  few,  who 
think  the  citizens  of  Hoston  are  capable  of  man- 
aging the  eitv's  affairs  intelligently  and  properly, 
I  call  f.ir  the'yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Stebbins,—  \\  hen  tlds  question  was 
under  discussion  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hoard, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
who  de>ired  that  certain  information  might  be 
had  from  the  City  Solicitor  befoie  he  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  this  ordinance,  it  was  laid 
upon  the  table  till  today.    Acting   upon   that  sug- 

gestion,  on  the  following  day  1  caused  a  letter  to 
e  written  to  the  City  Solicitor  asking  his 
opinion  upon  the  legal  point  which  was 
raised  at  the  last  meeting,  whether  the  act  gave 
to  the  "Water  Hoard  power  to  seize  the  waters  of 
any  river  or  any  lands  whatever.  A  reply  has 
been  received,  which  is  before  you. 

City  Hall,  June  23, 1874. 
Hon.. Joint  I'.  Heal  ij,  City  Solicitor:  Dear  Sir— 
I  am  instructed  by  Ahleim  m   Stebbins,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Water,  to  send   you  the  copy 


tablishment 
ask  your  opii 
which  can  be 
listed  by  the 
the  agent  of  1 
etc.,  without  being 


of  the  powers 
rd  when  estab- 
r  it  can  act  as 
s,  water  rights, 
:ially  authorized  by  the 


City  Council;  whether  it  can,  for  instance,  pro 
ceed  to  take,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  177 
of  the  acts  of  1872,  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River 
and  Farm  Bond,  and  the  rights  connected  there- 
with, without  other  authority  than  that,  conferred 
upon  it  in  the  statute  under  which  it  is  estab- 
lished. I  am  also  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  City  Council  can  at  this  time  elect  members 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Hoard,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  City  Council  of  Charlestown  could  have 
elected  them,  if  that  corporation  had  not  been 
merged  in  the  city  of  Hoston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  M.  Bug-bee, 

Clerk  of  Committee. 


City  Solicitor's  Or 


Sir — In  reply  to  your 
the  recent  act  of  the  1 
city  of  Hoston  to  esta 
upon  the  board  when 
say  that  the  only  powi 


18  as  to  what  powers 
ne,  author  izing  the 
rater,  board,  confers 
lied,  I  beg  leave  to 
the   board  will   do- 


rive  from  the  statute  is  that  of  establishing  and 
regulating  the  price  or  rents  for  the  use  of  the 
water.  They  wall  have  no  further  authority,  ex- 
cept such  as  maybe  given  to  them  by  ordinance. 

The  act  provides  that  the  boaid  may  be  empow- 
ered by  the  City  Council  "to  exercise  all  or  any  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  statutes  of  the  Com- 
monwealth upon  the  city  of  Bo-ton,  with  refer- 
ence to  supplying  said  city  with  water,  or  of  the 
Cochituatc  and  Mystic  water  boards";  but  the 
board  can  exercis  e  none  of  these  powers  until 
they  are  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  City  Council. 

The  act  contains  the  further  provision  that  the 
board  "is  also  empowered  to  act  as  the  agent  of 
the  citv  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things 
which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do  in  relation 
to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights  and  other 
property,  and  the  establishment  ami  maintenance 
of  works  and  appliances  for  supplying  the  city  of 
Boston  and  other  cities  and  towns  with  pure 
water." 

The  provision  simply  enables  the  City  Council 
to  constitute  the  board  an  agency  for  the  taking 
of  the  wa.ters  of  the  Sudbury  River,  etc.;  but  it 
does  not  enable  the  board  to  take  the  water,  or  do 
any  other  act  pertaining  to  such  taking,  unless 
they  are  first  authorized  by  the  City  Council.  The 
board  ate  simply  made  an  agent,  or  made  capable 
of  being  an  agent;  and  an  agent  has  no  power 
other  than  what  the  principal  confers  upon  him. 
The  City  Council  may,  therefore,  give  the  board 
as  large  powers  as  the  act  authorizes,  or  restrict 
them  within  any  desirable  limit. 

The  only  purpose  of  inserting  the  last-named 
provision  in'the  act  was,  I  suppose,  t)  give  the 
board,  when  established,  the  same  capacity  to  be 
invested  with  powers  under  the  Sudbury  River 
act,  which  the  Cachituate  Water  Board  now  have. 
It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  last-named  act 
that  the  city  is  aiithoiized  to  exercise  the  powers 
therein  granted,  by  and  through  the  agency  of  the 
Cochituute  Water  Board,  and  not  by  and  through 
any  other  agency.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  if 
the  Cochituatc  Water  Board  was  to  be  abolished, 
to  provide  some  other  agency  in  their  place,  by 
which  the  purposes  of  this  act  ma  v  be  carried  into 
effect. 

To  your  inquiry  as  to  the  feasibility  of  continu- 
ing the  Mystic  Water  Hoard  with  its  present  pow- 
ers, I  answer  that  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  so 
doing.  The  act  annexing  Clia.rJest.own  to  Boston 
provides  that  tliis  board  "shall  be  continued  a  sep- 
arate organization  under  the  direction  of  the  Citv 
Council  of  Hoston,  until  the  said  City  Council 
shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cocliituate 
Water  Hoard  of  Hoston."  If  it  lie  determined  to 
continue  the  Mystic  Water  Hoard  as  a  separate 
organization,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  elect 
members  thereof  in  place  of  those  whose,  terms  of 
office  have  expired  or  may  expire,  1  recommend 
tlie  adoption  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  such 
election,  as  it  is  questionable,  whether  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  under  which  the 
present  members  were  chosen,  remains  in  force, 
so  as  to  authorize  f  urtln  r  c  lections  under  it. 
Very  lespectfully,. 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

J.  F.  Healy. 

Alderman    Stebbins— The    City   Solicitor  gives 

i  as  his  opinion  that  tlie  board  can  sim- 
ply act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
can  exercise  no  powers  whatever  unless  given 
them  by  ordinance,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  power  to  establish  and  regulate  the  price  of 
water  rates.  To  that,  I  take  ii,  there  is  no  objec- 
tion.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  tlie  powers  that  should 
be  conferred  upon  a  board.  The  new  board  is 
simply  made  an  agent. 

Alderman  Hall— Made  an  agent  by  whom?  Who 
makes  this  board  an  agent? 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  The  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  authorizes  the  city  of  Boston  to 
establish  this  Watei  Hoard  as  their  agent  to  do 
certain  things  which  the  City  Council  have  been 
empowered  to  do  by  the  Legislature.  The  Legis- 
lature have  authorized  the  city  to  take  tlie  water 
of  Sudbury  River;  they  may  authorize  the  taking 
of  the  water  of  Mystic  Fond  and  establishing  of 
additional  storage  reservoirs  there.  This  Water 
Hoard  will  be  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall— i.s  it  not  made  an  agent  of  the 
Legislature? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  contend  that  it.  is  not,  ex- 
cept, so  far  as  it  re  kites  to  fixing  the  water  rates. 
That  is  Mr.  Healy's  opinion,  and  I  think  he  is 
sustained  in  that' opinion  by  good  legal  talent. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  10  objected  to  giving 
the  new  Water  Board    authority  to  fix    the  water 
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rates,  and  said  that  a  hundred  citizens  had  the 
right  to  petition  the  Suoreine  Judicial  Court  for 
an  abatement  from  or  addition  to  those  rates.  This 
act  provides  express  ly  that  the  fixing  of  the  water 
rates  shall  be  subject  to  the  pi o vision  to  which 
he  refers  ;  "subject  to  the  provisions  of  sections 
twelve  and  thirteen,  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
fixty-seven,  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six."  Those  aie  the  sections  winch  allow  one 
hundred  citizens  to  petit. on  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  for  an  abatement  whenever  the  rates  ex- 
ceed the  interest  on  the  water  debt;  and  when 
(he  rates  do  not  meet  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
they  may  he  increased  in  1he  same  way.  This  is 
fully  provided  for  in  the  act.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  10  h  is  said  that  he  has  obtained  the  opinion 
of  a  competent  lawyer  in  Cambridge,  in  regard  to 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  Ciiy  Council  arc  obliged  to  follow  the  opinion 
Df  that  gentleman.  Th?  city  of  Boston  has  a  Cily 
Solicitor,  by  whose  opinion  the  government  is 
obliged  to  be  governed,  Mr.  Paine  or  any  other 
lawyer  to  the  contrary.  Objection  is  made  that 
the  commission  should  be  elected  by  the  people 
rather  than  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  point 
was' raised  that  the  power  to  nominate  the  Water 
Board  was  conferred  upon  the  Mayor  for  political 
purposes  by  those  in  high  authority.  I  think  that 
such  talk  as  that  had  better  be  confined  to  vard 
caucuses  rather  than  be  beard  in  this  Board  of 
Aldermen,  for  certainly  tiie  city  of  Boston  has 
rarely,  if  ever,  been  guilty  of  electing  a  Mayor  in 
whom  the  citizens  of  1  o  ton  had  not  entire  confi- 
dence and  respect.  I  think  we  can  secure  a  better 
class  of  men  by  appointments  by  the  Mayor  ,han 
by  the  various  ward  caucuses  which  meet  during 
the  year.  We  all  know  that  it  the  commissioners 
were  elected  by  the  wards,  they  would  have  to 
spend  three  or  four  months  every  year  in  seeing  the 
ward  committees  and  secure  pioper  representa- 
tion in  the  nominating  coiiv.  n  io:i.  The  question 
reatly  before  us,  I  apprehend,  is  that  of  appoint- 
ing a  suitable  board  for  the  management  of  the. 
Water  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
"  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to 
the  gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  6  in 
regard  to  the  value  of  t  ominissions  in  gen- 
eral. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  should 
advocate  a  commission  for  every  department  in 
the  Ciiy  Hall,  because  their  labors  have  increased, 
but  in' this  particular  department  there  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  one.  Here  is  a  property  valued  at 
thirteen  millions  cf  dolla-s;~if  it  were  our  own 
property  I  think  we  should  ge;  the  best  business 
talent  to  manage  it.  That  is  w  lat  this  act  pro- 
vides in  the  establishment  of  this  board.  I  would 
again  reply  to  the  objection  that  the  salaiy  cannot 
he  reduced  for  the  term  for  which  the  commis- 
sioners are  appointed.  I  do  not  think  it  should 
be.  When  men  are  calle  1  to  positions,  they 
should  know  what  their  salaries  are  to  be  for  the 
term  for  which  they  are  appointed.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  of  contract  between  them  and  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the 
city  continuing  that  salary  for  the  term  for 
which  the  officer  is  appointed.  There  are 
other  objections  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  but  they  were  so  loose  and  general  that 
it  is  handy  worth  while  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Board  in  traversing  them.  I  th'nk  the  members 
of  this  Board  fully  understand  the  case. 

Alderman  Hall— In  reply  to  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks in  regard  to  my  speech  as  to  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  the  Mayor  in  this  act,  and  the  state- 
ment that  a  better  place  would  be  at  the  ward 
caucuses,  allow  me  10  say  that  I  am  not  here  for 
fine  things  or  plea-ant  sayings,  but  simply  for 
honest  truths,  and  if  my  words  hit  any  one  I  can- 
not help  it.  1  am  not  here  to  please  any  man,  but 
to  do  my  duty.  I  do  not  believe  any  honest  man 
here  can  sav  that  it  is  best  to  put  tlie  amiointing 
power  in  tlie  hands  of  any  one  Mayor.  We  cannot 
judge  of  the  future  but  by  the  past,  a  d  I  would 
ask  if  every  gei  tit  man  who  has  been  Mayor  dur- 
ing the  last  forty  years  has  been  fit  to  liol  I  the 
appointing  power,  and  would  not  some  of  them 
haveu'edit  for  personal  aggrandizement?  If 
that  is  not  so  then  I  fail  to  read  aright  the  charac- 
ter of  those  wdio  have  gone  b<  fore  us. 

Alderman  Peters— I  trust  that  tie  gentleman 
from  Wards,  in  stating  that  abetter  fco  cf  men 
/night  he  appointed  than  elected,  sj  caks  for  him- 
self and  not  for  others. 

Alderman  Sfebbins— I  do  not  know  to  what  the 
gen  leman  refers. 

Alderman  Vnwer— Mr.  Mayor,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  snoi  Id  have  taken  up  the  time  of  this  Board 
on  this  subject  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  in  reference  to  the 
Batlimg  Department  and  its  management..  Al- 
though I  agree  with  what  he  says  in  relation  to 
the  expense  of  running  that  department,  still 
I  wish  to  say  thit  such  a  saving  as  he  al- 
ludes to  can  he  made  without  establishing 
a  commission  to  do  it.  I  da  not  believe 
that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  commission 
in  order  to  make  that  saving.  In  the  hearing 
g  ven  in  the  matter  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department,  one  of  the  most  honest  men 
who  ever  had  the  honor  of  occupying  a  seat  at 
this  Board  stated  tha;  there  would  I  e  no  com- 
mission necessary  if  he  could  have  his  way  of  fix- 
ing matters.  In  his  opinion  the  whole  trouble  lay 
in  the  joint  committees.  iNow,  the  Aldermen 
eeem  to  be  afraid  of  touching  publicly  on  what  they 
know  lobe  true, but  speak  of  it  privately.  The  fact 
i-,  there  are  too  many  to  manage  a  Hair-  ;  gentlemen 
say  that  the  trouble  is  on  the  joint  committees. 
I  say  here,  boldly,  that  that  is  the  trouble  on  th3 
Committee  on  Bathing.  If  the  Bathing  Depart- 
ment was  in  the  hands  of  simply  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  from  ibis  Board,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  but  a  saving  of  $15,00  I  could  be 
made  annually.  1  don't  mean  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  three  persons  equally  competent 
could  not  be  got  from  the  Council  to  manage  the 
matter  just  as  well.  I  mean  that  the  business 
could  be  better  managed  by  three  good  men  than 
by  eight,  and  teel  certain  that  til  ■  three  members 
of  the  Bathing  Co  mmitt:e  from  this  Board  can 
manage  this  department  a-  economically  as  the 
Board  of  Health  could  possibly  do. 
I  say,  in  Nation  to  the  comments  in  this 
Board  on  the  commissions,  that  they  have 
done  no  harm.  If  gentlemen  are  going  to  pat 
them  on  the  back  all  the  tinee,  then  we  may  ex- 
pect abuses  to  creep  in.  But  if  you  criticise  them 
freely,  they  will  attend  to  their  duties.  If  th3 
Board  of  Health  an  1  Fire  Commission  have  done 
their  dutv  1  think  the  comments  in  this  Board 
have  hid  something  to  do  with  it.  I  propose, 
while  I  am  here  to  critici  e  th  •  doings  of  all 
commissioners  and  heads  of  departments  of 
this  Governmenr,  from  the  highest,  to  lbs  lowest. 
Now  Mr.  Mayor,  the  genii-man  onpo-ite  [Al  ler- 
man  Stebbin.-]  ha  alluded  to  the  former  Mayors 
of  Boston  I  metend  to  say  thxt  we  have  had 
within  the  last  forty  years  as  weak  Mayors  as  we 
have  had  weak  Al  lei  men.  I  am  sorry  that  his 
Honor  is  in  the  chair,  but  he  will  not  consider  my 
remark  intended  as  Hatteiy,  but  I  feel  assured  that 
if  we  could  have  the  certainty  of  as  independent 
a  man  as  we  have  now,  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  intrust  the  selection  of  commissioners  to 
the  Mayor.  But  we  have  had  weak  Mayors  as 
well  as  weak  Aldermen,  and  therefore  I  say  it  does 
become  this.  Government  to  be  a  little  care f  ul  cf 
the  giving  awav  of  powers  that  it  is  sent  here 
to  exerci  e.  As  I  said  on  the  discussion  in  regard 
to  the  Fire  Conin.i-sion,  if  Aldermen  will  do  wdiat, 
according  to  the  oaths  they  have  taken,  they  have 
sworn  to  do.  there  would  be  no  need  of  commis- 
sions, and  it  ill  becomes  an  Alderman  to  acknowl- 
edge that  he  has  uot  done  what  he  has  sworn  to 
do.  I  say  that  the  efficiency  of  this  Government 
depends' upon  the  heads  cf  the  departments. 
If  you  see  that  you  have  good  heads 
of  departments  there  will  be  no  troulle. 
If  you  have  not  got  them  it  is  your  duty  to  see 
that  you  have  them.  Now  I  do  think  this  Water 
Board  needs  some  charge;  it  needs  a  head,  be- 
cause the  present  head  is  undoubtedly  incompe- 
tent, from  continued  indisposition  or  'illness.  He 
puts  it  down  here  in  black  and  white  in  his  let:er 
to  th •  Water  Committee.  He  says,  "Fearuwi  from 
continued  indispo-ition  chat  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
meet  your  committee,  I  have  thought,  it  proper  to 
state  to  you  briefly  my  views  of  the  proposed 
change/'  That  tells  the  wholestory.  I  do  not  mean 
it  as  a  reflection  upon  that  gentl  man.  But,  from 
his  continued  i  idisposiiion,  the  present  Water 
Board  seems  to  be  a  f  lilure. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  the  Alderman  allow 
me  to  m  die  a  suggestion?  Does  the  Alderman 
know  that  Mr.  Haven  is  in  good  health  now,  and 
may  be  found  continually  at  the  office  of  the  Wa- 
ter Board  f:om  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning 
till  late  in  the  afternoon  ?  At,  the  time  that  letter 
was  written  he  was  in  bad  health. 

Alderman  Bower— He  says  "from  continued  in- 
disposition." I  think  it,  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  ihat  he  tells  the  truth,  that  his  indisposi- 
tion continued  foe  a  long  time,  and  he  had  not 
,  been  aid  •  to  give  the  duty  the  pioper  attention. 
He  al  o  hay-  Hi  at  the  entire  time  of  the  commis- 
sioners should  be  given  to  the   work,    and    they 
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should  he  paid  lor  their  pains.  1  think  when  he 
accepted  that  position  he  agreed  to  give  to  it  all 
thevtime  that  was  necessary.  Heal-o  says  "that 
their  term  of  office  should  at  least  embrace  the 
full  time  required  to  construct  the  new  work," 
etc.  Now.  sir,  this  gentleman  has  been  in  the 
Water  Board  four  years,  and  he  would  recom- 
mend that  three  new  men — he  does  not 
know  whether  they  have  had  any  expe- 
rience or  not — he  appointed  to  conduct  this 
department.  It  is  not  to  he  supposed  that 
three  men  who  have  had  experience  can  he 
found,  and  yet  he  proposes  to  take  three  new  men 
to  do  this  work  tl  at  he  does  not  consider  himself 
competent  to  do  after  four  years'  experience.  I 
think  I  should  he  sorry  to  put  that  in  black  and 
white,  if  I  had  had  four  years'  service  on  the 
Water  Eoard.  But,  Mr.  Mayor,  1  think  there 
should  he  a  proper  and  competent  head  to  this  de- 
partment. If  it  had  had  as  competent  a  head  as 
other  departments  in  this  government  have  at  the 
present  time,  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any 
complaint  or  any  r"ied  of  change.  But,  as  the 
gentleman  says,  it  certainly  become-,  this 
government  to  make  some  change.  As 
Alderman  Plumer,  whom  I  quoted  b?fore, 
said  before  the  Committee  on  the  Reor- 
ganization of  the  Fire  Department,  "if  you 
had  a  committee  --imply  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, there  would  be  i-.o  need  of  a  commission." 
The  joint  committees  are  the  source  of  the 
trouble.  The  Paving  Department  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  this  Government— and  I  do  not  sneak  of 
that  because  I  am  a  member  of  that  committee— 
and  I  think  there  is  no  commission  which  can  be 
hired  at  any  salaiy  which  could  manage  that  de- 
partment better  or  more  judiciously  than  it  has 
neen  managed  by  the  gentleman  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of  it  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
that  committee.  And  a  great  deal  of  this  is  due 
to  the  man  at  the  head  of  that  department;  he  is 
a  thoroughly  competent  business  man,  gives  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  it,  and  i-i 
thoroughly  honest,  I  believe.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  other  departments.  There  seefhs  to  be  no 
complaint  except  where  there  are  joint  commit- 
ter-. The  gentleman  f.oin  A\  :n  ;  iinl.-ricit..  the 
fact  that  the  Water  1  oaid  i  mi  -i-tcd  i  l  live  mem- 
bers tome  years  ago;  he  complimented  tie  m  for 
their  labors  then,  and  tells  of  the  grcatlv  increas- 
ed expenditure,  and  yet  thinks  that  three  men 
might  be  selected  now  who  can  manage  it  bettfr 
than  five  did  twenty  years  ago.  The  gentleman 
also  alludes  to  other  citi  s,  and  speaks  of  our  re- 
maining litre  in  a  dormant  s'ate.  contending  that 
we  should  wake  up  and  follow  their  example.  A 
pretty  exampl  lie  asks  us  to  follow.  There  is  not 
a  city  in  the  Union  where  the  commissions  hive 
not  become  corrupt.  That  is  the  rule,  t'n- 
der  the  present  reform  government  of  New 
York  the  expenditures  have  torn  increased;  some 
of  their  Police  Commissioners  have  been  arrested 
and  convicted  of  malfeasance  in  office.  Look  at 
the  District  of  Columbia,  that  the  gentleman 
speaks  of.  The  whole  government  of  commissions 
has  been  wiped  out— and  when  the  present  Con- 
gress finds  a  Covri  nii'fii',  that  i-.-o  bad,  in  their 
opinion,  thai  it  musl  be  wiped  out,  it  dees  not  re- 
quiie\e:\  much  to  be  said  for   thai  government. 
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try.  I  feel  proud,  Mr.  Mayor,  to  think  and  say  so, 
because  1  feel  that  no  man  can  contradict  me— 
that  this  city  today  is  a  pattern  for  all  other  gov- 
ernments for  honesty,  and  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  devolving  upon  its  ser- 
vants. In  that  respect  it  is  not  equalled  by  any 
city  of  its  size  or  population,  and  I  think  we  had 
better  stick  to  the  forms  of  government  which 
have  worked  so  well,  and  under  which  the  city  has 
prospered,  and  under  which  its  financial  credit 
has  been  most  extraordinary  throughout 
the  world.  As  I  said  before,  I  think  there  should 
be  some  change  in  the  Water  Department — there 
should  be  a  competent  head;  he  should  be  paid, 
and  should  be  one  who  deserves  to  be  well  paid- 
hut  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  ordinance 
that  has  come  from  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Alderman  Peters— I  meant  to  say  nothing  more, 
bvt  I  will  add  a  word  or  two  in  answei  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  t>,  in  regard  to  making  this 
change.  We  all  know  there  has  got  to  be  a  change, 
but,  the  ground  on  which  some  gentlemen  object 
to  it  is  that  it  is  inaugurating  a  new  system  in  the 
history  of  the  water  works.  One  reason  why  I 
object  is  that  the  expenses  incurred  are  not  to  be 
examined  and  approved  by  the  ( 'itv  G  overnment ; 
whereas,  a  committee  of  this  Government,  before 
making  an  expenditure  must  make  an  explana- 
tion to  the  whole  Board.  The  three  commissioners 
virtually  have  the  entire  expenditure  of  their  ap- 
propriations, the  bills  only  have  to  be  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  (i  tells  me  he  has  been  here  several 
years  and  never  knew  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
to  throw  out  a  bill.  When  I  first  came  here  I 
voted  .£700,01)0  for  the  lire  Department.  I  see  now 
that  .•i?lT3,<HK>  of  that  money  is  gone-one-fourth  6f 
the  appropriation— I  have  no  uoubt  justly,  but  we 
do  not  know  how. 

Alderman Prescott— The  Alderman  states  that 
one-fourth  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment] is  gone.  I  would  state  that  the  Fire 
Commissioners  have  paid  their  water  bill  for  the 
whole  year,  which  amouncs  to  $90,000.  That  ac- 
counts for  the  large  amount. 

Alderman  Peters — That  is  all  right, but  the  prin- 
ciple remains  all  the  same.  No  one  knows  wdiat 
that  money  is  spent  for  but  the  Committee  on 
Accounts, 'and  they  cannot  know  the  price  of 
everything.  1  supposed  this  great  expenditure 
was 'for  something  extra.  But  we  have  lost  all 
interest  in  that  department;  the  citizens  do  not 
take  any  interest  in  it,  and  the  expenses  will  be 

Alderman  Chirk— I  think  the  explanation  just 
giv.en  by  the  Alderman  is  one  of  the  best  reasons 
in  the  world  for  a  commission.  That  is  the  re  a.  on 
accounts  come  here  which  we  know  nothing 
about,  ami  that  is  win  we  should  have  a  commis- 
sion to  examine  things.  Is  it  supposed  that  every 
Alderman  knows  the  price  of  hoises,  steam  en- 
gines, ropes,  etc.'.'  We  have  got  to  establish  a 
commission,  and  do  it  in  the  interest  of  the  city's 
business.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  Alder- 
man did  not  inform  biiu-clf  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department  to  SvlOD.uon.  The  appropriations 
are  acted  upon  by  the  City  Council,  and  we 
should  make  an  examination  at  the  beginning, 
and  not  come  in  here  bee  in  the  season  ami 
make  complaints.  Let  us  make  proper  inqui- 
ries at   the    In  ginning  of    the    Near  whe: her    the 
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our  legal  adviser ;  he  has  told  us  as  plainly  as  can 
be  that  the  commission  will  have  no  power  ex- 
cept such  as  is  delegated  by  the  City  Council. 
They  have  no  power  to  take  the  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  or  any  other  river,  until  this  City  Gov- 
ernment authorizes  them  to  do  so.  In  mv  opinion 
one  of  the  quickest  things  that  will  settle  this 
question  will  be  to  give  us  a  good  sixty-days' 
drought.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  commis- 
sions in  every  department,  by  any  means. 
But  in  certain  d-  partments,  where'  comniis- 
sions  will  administer  affairs  better  than 
a  committee,  I  shall  go  for  a  commission. 
I  am  in  favor  of  commissions  where  I  believe  they 
will  serve  the  city  best.  I  believe  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  12  [Alderman  Power]  never  did  the  city 
better  service  than  when  he  helped  to  establish 
the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Peters— I  only  wish  to  say  that  for 
one  I  am  willing  to  give  my  time  to  the  city  every 
day  from  twelve  o'clock  till  midnight,  and  Sun- 
days if  necessary. 

Alderman  Clark— One  other  thing.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  says  no  new  men  are  capable 
of  managing  this  "Water  Department;  that  they 
must  be  men  of  scientific  attainments.  This  act 
provides  for  just  such  men.  It  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  three  able,  discreet  men.  If  we 
want  three  good  business  men  we  can  get  them—just 
such  men  as  Superintendent  Harris  is,  and  that 
is  the  kind  of  men  we  must  try  to  get.  It  may  be 
that  when  the  city  contained  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  and  all  we  had 
to  supply  with  water  was  this  little  circuit  in  the 
city  proper,  a  committee  of  the  City  Council 
could  manage  the  business  properly.  But  we  are 
going  to  spend  five  or  ten  millions  in  the  next 
five  or  ten  years,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
a  committee  of  the  City  Government — wjio  are 
liable  to  be  changed  every  year—  when  it  takes  a 
man  six  mouths  to  get  an  insight  into  the  Water 
Board— can  attend  to  it  properly.  Now,  I  contend 
that  if  there  is  any  department  in  this  City  Gov- 
ernment which  needs  the  close  and  constant  at- 
tention of  three  practical  business  men,  it  is  this 
same  "Water  Department. 

Alderman  Power— I  forgot  to  mention  that  when 
the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9  referred  to  the  saving 
which  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  made,  which 
could  not  be  made  by  a  committee  of  this  Board, 
it  looks  as  if  he  intended  to  convey  a  reflection 
upon  the  management  of  this  Board",  for  the  same 
gentlemen  are  here  who  managed  that  depart- 
ment last  year,  and  his  remark  looks  like  a  delib- 
erate reflection  upon  their  management.  He  well 
knows  that  the  fire  consumed  an  immense  amount 
of  material,  and  that  the  committee  purchased 
steam  engines  and  materials  and  spent  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  in  refitting  the  depart- 
ment. They  did  so  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  people,  who  were  ready  for  any- 
thing and  demanded  it.  So,  when  the  com- 
missioners came  in  they  had  nothing  to  buy. 
It  was  all  here  for  them.  No  wonder  they 
can  be  economical;  they  found  the  depart- 
ment fully  equipped.  They  cannot  make  much 
saving  by  shortening  the  length  of  a  man's  coat 
or  cravat.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  not 
managing  the  department  as  well  as  they'can  with 
the  limited  knowledge  that  they  possess.  They 
have  not  been  here  long  enough  'for  me  to  speak 
of  them  yet,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  judge  them. 
The  same  may  be  said  in  relation  to  the  Board  of 
Health ;  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  doing  the  best 
they  can  with  the  knowledge  they  possess.  But 
in  justice  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department 
of  last  year— of  which  I  had  not  the  honor  to  be  a 
member— it  should  be  stated  that  they  had  pur- 
chased everything  that  wa<  needed  before  the 
Commission 'took  charge  of  it.  Therefore  this 
Commission  found  very  little  to  do  except  repairs 
and  pay  the  men's  wages. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  hardly  necessary  for 
me  to  say  that  I  did  not  intend  any  reliection'upon 
the  last  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  I  have 
spoken  directly  of  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee [Alderman  Cutter]  as  he  deserves,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  spoke  the  feeling  of  every  member  of  this 
Board  in  regard  to  hnn.  Nor  did  I  intend  to  re- 
flect upon  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  12.  But  I  do 
say  that  department  was  run  at  an  immense  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  Chief  Engineer 
was  expected  to  lun  to  fires— sometimes  four  or 
five  fires  a  day— and  besides  that  attend  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  department  at  his  office.  The  facts 
show  that  it  was  an  impossibility  for  one  man  to 
do.  If  gentlemen  want  to  know  where  the  saving 
has  been  made  in  that  department,  I  advise  them 


to  go  to  the  books  and  see  what  they  are 
paying  now  and  they  will  find  that  iu  some  in- 
stances they  are  paying  a  hundred  per  cent,  less 
than  what  was  paid' by  the  old  department.  The 
gentleman  also  made  the  remark  that  the  com- 
missions in  New  York  were  expensive.  I  wish  to 
state  that  one  commission,  that  in  charge  of  the 
printing,  costs  only  S11T.00U;  it  formerly  cost  a 
million.  There  has  been  no  increase  there.  My 
argument  is  simply  this.  There  is  so  much  business 
to  be  done  that  we  want  practical  businessmen 
to  do  it ;  the  business  cannot  be  managed  by  a 
head  of  a  department.  1  am  not  in  favor  of  put- 
ting every  department  under  a  commission,  but  I 
am  in  favor  of  nutting  such  departments  as  the 
"Water  Department  in  the  hands  of  competent 
men.    I  think  it  will  be  a  vast  saving  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  again  men- 
tions the  great  saving  that  the  Fire  Commission- 
ers are  making.  Every  business  man  knows  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  merchandise  but  can  be 
bought  at  a  very  low  price  compared  to  what  it 
could  be  bought'  when  the  commission  took  pos- 
session of  their  office.  Now  I  would  like  to  know 
what  commission  it  is  in  New  York  that  saves  the 
amount  he  mentions. 

Alderman  Prescott— If  any  member  of  this  Board 
knows  about  the  Tammany  frauds  he  knows  that 
several  millions  of  dollars  were  spent  in  printing 
and  that  when  the  people  rose  in  their  might,  they 
saw  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  spend  so  large  an 
amount  in  printing. 

Alderman  Power— Every  gentleman  knows  that 
it  costs  this  city  over  s'WO.OOO  a  year  for  printing 
in  the  different  departments.  'The  commission 
the  gentleman  alludes  to  is  on  advertising.  That 
is  only  a  small  part  of  the  printing.  I  think  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  it  is  to  the  interest  of  this  city  to 

five  out  jobs  without  advertising  them.  In  New 
oik  they  publish  a  paper  which  is  the  only  me- 
dium for  obtaining  knowledge  of  what  is  to'done 
by  the  city.  I  believe  that  itself  is  as  big  a  job  as 
was  everfput  up. 

Alderman  Emery— Mr.  Mayor,  although  not  in 
favor  of  commissions  generally.  I  have  for  some 
time  held  the  opinion  that  the  management  of 
this  water  distribution,  or  the  duties  of  the  "Water 
Board,  should  be  performed  by  paid  men.  "Whether 
this  is  the  proper  bill  or  not  is  the  only  question  in 
my  mind.  The  Mayor  was  directed  by  us  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  con- 
solidate the  two  Water  Boards,  and'  whether 
the  Mayor  transcended  his  instructions  I  am  not 
sure.  Here  is  the  act.  "When  the  matter  came 
up  at  our  last  meeting  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the 
true  construction  of  the  act,  whether  or  not  there 
was  not  too  much  power  given ;  and  I  made  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table,  or  rather  to  specially 
assign  for  this  evening,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  might  be  obtained.  I  find  his  opin- 
ion here ;  he  meefs  the  questions  I  think  very 
fairly  and  clearly.  Upon  the  question  of  the 
adoption  of  the  minority  report,  what  are  we  in- 
vited to  but  a  blank?  It  is  the  majority  report  or 
nothing.  The  condition  of  the  "Water  Board  at 
the  present  time  compels  me  to  support  the  ma- 
jority report.  There  may  be  something  in  this 
commission  that  I  would  prefer  not  to  have,  if  I 
could  have  my  own  wish,  but.  looking  at  the  whole 
subject,  I  have  concluded  to  favor  the  majority 
report.  I  have  come  to  that  conclusion  after  con- 
scientiously looking  the  whole  matter  over. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  my  mind  a  ques- 
tion as  to  how  much  power  we  are  giving  this  Wa- 
ter Board.  A  gentleman  has  just  read  from  the 
act  that  you  give  them  ail  the'  powei  that  now  ex- 
ists m  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  boards, 
the  full  power  vested  in  the  Citv  Council.  To  my 
mind,  when  you  establish  this  Water  Board,  you 
invest  them  with  all  the  power  to  go  ou  and  take 
Sudbury  River  watei  without  anv  further  action 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Government.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  luis  clearly  stated  the  case.  H 
we  had  had  as  efficient  a  man  at  the  head  of  this 
department  as  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  Paving 
Department,  or  Public  Buildings,  or  others  I 
might  mention,  we  should  not  have  anv  occasion 
to  cry  out  against  the  inefficiency  of  the  Water 
Board.  The  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Water  Board  clearly  sets  forth  that  he  has 
not  been  competent  to  occupy  the  position,  and 
for  that  reason  he  asks  for  the  establishment  of  a 
commission.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  have  one  efficient  head  of  that  "department, 
who.  with  the  proper  committee  from  this  branch 
of  the  Government.  I  believe  would  give  us  better 
management  than  you  will  have  under  this  Water 
Board  as  now  proposed  and  set  forth  in  the  major- 
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ity  report  of  the  committee.  Therefore  I  shall 
vote  against  the  majority  report. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report  was  taken  and 
the  motion  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays — Aldernn  n  Bigelow,  Clark,  (utter,  Emery, 
Prescott.  Stelibins,  "\\  orthington— 7. 

Alderman  Hall— As  we  hare  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  here,  and  I  also  have  Mr."  Henry  W. 
Paine's,  and  as  there  does  not  seem  to  be*  any 
necessity  for  urging  this  matter,  I  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  for  one  week  from  today,  at  five 
o'clock. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  what  the  Board  had  to 
do  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Paine?  It  was  not  be- 
coming a  member  to  ask  that  the  subject  be  laid 
over,  because  in  the  opinion  of  a  lawyer  from  a 
country  town  the  city  ought  not  to  accept  this  act. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  the  city  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion was  entitled  to  more  weight  than  any  one's 
.else. 

Alderman  Stebbins  replied  that  it  was  more 
binding  upon  members  of  the  Board  than  that  of 
any  other  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  it  was  not,  when  the 
Citv  Solictor  makes  commissioners  and  clothes 
them  with  power  independent  of  the  City  Council. 
He  has  made  an  act  establishing  a  Water  Board  to 
be  the  creature  of  the  Legislature.  The  board  is 
clothed  with  the  power  and  not  the  <  'ity  Council  ,and 
the  Citv  Solicitor  seconds  that  by  his  opinion,  and 
the  Alderman  did  not  respect  hi-  opinion  any  more 
than  he  did  any  other  lawyer's,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  that  of  Henry  W.  Paine's,  even  if 
the  latter  does  live  out  of  the  city.  The  Alderman 
characterized  the  measure  as  being  in  the  interest 
of  Sudbury  River,  and  thought  it  was  intended  as 
a  means  of  forcing  that  scheme  upon  the  city  and 
making  the  citizens  pay  sin.onn.OOO  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  denied  that  the  act  was 
framed  in  the  interest  of  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme;  nowhere  is  the  word  mentioned  iu  the 
act,  which  confers  upon  the  new  board  no  greater 
powers  than  those  now  held  by  the  City  Council, 
except  the  matter  of  water  rates.  He  denied  that 
there  had  been  any  undue  pressure  for  the  meas- 
ure ;  the  ordinance  had  been  in  the  City  Council 
three  months. 

Alderman  Emery  did  not  understand  that  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  would  indicate  any  par- 
ticular water  that  is  to  be  taken, whether  the  Sud- 
bury or  Charles,  and  by  voting;  for  it  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  favoring  either. 

Alderman  Peters  desired  that  the  matter  might 
lie  over ;  he  desired  to  discuss  the  ordinance  sec- 
tion by  section. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  tr  the  brief 
period  between  now  and  the  summer  vacation  and 
it  was  desirable  to  have  the  Council  discuss  it  if 
possible  before  adjournment. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost. 

Aldeiman  Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  ad- 
journ.   Lost. 

The  ordinance  was  passed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow  ,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery, 
Prescott.  Stelibins,  YVorthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Harris.  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table.     Lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7. 

THE  BEACH  STREET  WIDENING. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
six  o'clock,  viz.,  the  order  to  take  the  surrendered 
estate  of  the  Beacli-stioei  Presbyterian  Church 
for  the  purpose  of  widening  -aid  street,  at  a  cost 

of  sM  J  5,(10(1  for  1232  sipuue  li-t-t  of  land. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  si,  nays  .3— Aldermen 
Brooks,  Cutter  and  Prescott  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 

Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

Licenses  Renewed  —  Thirty-six  intelligence 
offices,  196  dealers  in  second-hand  articles,  70 
pawnbrokers. 

Minors'  Applications  (Slanted     Ten  newsboys. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Barlow  &■  Robertson, 
corner  of  "Washington  and  Camden  streets. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Tom  Thumb 
Troupe,  exhibition    at  Institute  Hall,  July  11 ;  Jo- 


seph O'Kane,  to  give  a  concert  at  Concordia  Hall, 
July  1. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— James  McGov- 
ern,  30  Salem  street;  Bernard  Clirve.  34  Cross 
street;  George  E.  P. ml  and  Mathew  J.  Haves.  124 
Pleasant  street :  W.  Nichols,  41  Central  square; 
John  Duffy.  li;75  Washington  street;    James   Hig- 

tins,  755  "Washington  street;  James  A.  Cooke,    120 
umner  street;  William  E.   Connor.  543  Hanover 
street;  John  Le  Barron.    People's   Ferry  avenue; 
Lisette  Roos,  2  Winter  place  ;    C.  Gleason  &  Co., 
38  Harrison  avenue;  J.  K.  Yeazie,   42  Long  wdiarf. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins.  for  the  special  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  B. 
Cassidy  and  others,  asking  for  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  any  undertaker  from  hold- 
ing office  sis  agent  of  any  cemetery  within  the  city 
limits— Report  that  they  have  given  a  hearing  to 
the  petitioners,  and  from  the  statements  pre- 
sented it  appears  that  the  petition  was  signed  b\ 
several  undertakers  on  account  of  the  legulation's 
which  were  made  by  the  Dorchester  and  Calvary 
cemeteries  some  tlneeor  four  years  ago.  and  which 
the  undertakers  considered  to  be  objectionable,  and 
a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  tli cm  in  the  trans- 
action of  their  business  at  said  cemeteries.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  these  regulations  were 
neither  unwise  nor  unnecessary  (in  the  case  of 
these  cemeteries),  and  the  directors  felt  bound  to 
uphold  and  support  their  agent  in  his  rigid  en- 
forcement of  them  in  order  to  protect  themselves 
from  imposture  and  to  preserve  the  public  health 
in  the  vicinity.  By  the  existing  laws  the  city  has 
no  right  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  made  by 
the  trustees  or  directors  ot  any  cemetery  incorpo- 
rated by  the  Commonwealth,  anil  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  no  facts  brought  to  their  no- 
tice in,  the  present  care  would  warrant  any  new 
legislation  on  the  subject.  They  therefore  report 
that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  before-men- 
lioned  petition.    Report  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott.  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  who-"  were  referred  various 
requests  of  the  Sciiooi  Committee- 
Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee,  that  the  City 
Council  provide  additional  grounds  for  the  Dud- 
ley School.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary school  in  the  Lawrence  District,  a  lot  of 
land'  owned  by  James  F.  Marston,  situated  on 
"West  Fifth  street,  near  C  street,  and  containing 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
square  feet,  more  or  less;  the  expense,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  dollar  and  seventy-hve  cents  per 
square  foot,  to   lie  charged   to  the  appropriation 
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Market— Report  in    favor   of   granting  petition  of 

[Leonard  Richards  for  leave  to  transfer  to  George 
R.  Flint  one-half  of  lease  in  Stall  28iiiFaneuil 
Hall  Market.    Accepted. 
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By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey'and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Reports  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  orders  authorizing  the 
j-Mf.iig  of  permits  to  erect  wooden  buildings  to 
(rilnian  Page,  Boylston  street,  Ward  17;  Alpheus 
M.  Stetson,  505  Broadway;  R.  H.  Barham,  Dor- 
chester street,  near  Ward  street.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Al*derman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps- 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  James 
F.  ilarston  for  the  erection  of  a  repair  shop  for 
the  use  of  the  Lamp  Department,  for  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priatinn  for  Lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
authorized  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  re- 
pairing lanterns,  lamp  posts  and  brackets,  under 
the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  until 
the  repair  shop  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
Lamp  Department  shall  be  ready  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  workmen  necessary  to  make  such 
repairs:  the  cost  of  making  such  repairs  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  lay  pipe  and 
locate  additional  lamps  on  the  Common,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars;  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Lamps. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committe  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Reports  in  favor 
of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables 
by  John  Behan,  on  new  street  near  Union  street, 
Ward  19;  Ladd  &  Brown,  230  Main  street,  Ward 
20 ;  Maekrea  Sheeren,  Xo.  4  Texas  avenue ;  Lemuel 
B  Bradford,  Walnut  street.  Xeponset:  Enoch  R. 
Fuller,  King  street.  Ward  16;  Philip  Lowden,  Jen- 
kins street;  Daniel  Chaniberlin,  Poplar  street, 
Ward  17;  John  Martin.  98  Lewis  street,  East  Bos- 
ton.   Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
June  22,  1874,  for  the  establishment  of  the  court 
room  for  the  South  Boston  District,  be  so  amend- 
ed, that  said  court  room  shall  be  established  in 
the  wardroom  of  Ward  12,  on  the  corner  of  Dor  - 
Chester  and  Fourth  streets,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, instead  of  the  building  occupied  by  Hook 
&  Ladder  No.  5,  as  provided  m  said  order. " 

Alderman  Emery— Perhaps  a  word  or  two  may 
be  necessary  in  explanation  of  this  change.  The 
Committee  'on  County  Buildings  at  first  deemed  it 
most  expedient  to  take  the  building  of  Hook  & 
Ladder  Company  No.  5,  as  was  provided  in  the  or- 
der passed  last  Monday,  but  upon  further  examina- 
tion with  reference  to  carrying  mn  that  order  in  the 
preparation  of  the  building,  they  find  it  impracti- 
cable for  the  purpose  of  a' court  room.  Further- 
more, they  found  that  it  was  so  expensive  that 
they  preferred  to  take  the  course  recommended 
in  this  order.  I  think  that  every  person,  after  an 
examination,  will  be  satisfied  that  we  have  taken 
the  true  course  by  locating  the  court  in  the  ward- 
room. The  people  in  that  "vicinity  are  very  much 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  proper  room  to  be 
taken  for  the  court:  they  were  very  generally  in 
favor  of  the  hook  and  ladder  house,  but  I  think 
tnat  when  they  come  to  look  into  the  question  as 
the  committee'have,  they  will  think  that  we  have 
adopted  the  proper  couise.  I  move  that  the  or- 
der take  its  second  reading. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

CHARLES  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Water  be  requested  to  examine  the  Charles  River 
and  report  in  print  upon  its  availability  as  a 
source  of  supply  to  the  city  of  Boston,  giving  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  works  required  to  bring  its 
water  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir;  the  expense  of 
the  examination  and  report  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  additional  Water  Supply. 

Alderman  Stebbin — Some  weeks  since  an  order 
was  passed  by  the  City  Council,  providing  for  the 
examination  of  several  sources  of  a  water  supply. 
An  approximate  estimate  was  made  at  the  time 
by  the  City  Engineer,  and  a  report  was  submitted 
on  the  Charles  River.  The  Engineer  ha*  expressed 
a  willingness,  or  rather  a  desire,  to  make  a  care- 
ful estimate  of  the  scheme  as  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Peabody).  and  he  de- 


sires to  verify  his  previous  examination  by  going- 
over  the  ground  more  carefully.  As  the  Engineer 
is  not  specially  busy  at  the  present  time,  he  will 
have  the  opportunity-  to  make  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  this  subject. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ADDITIONAL    REPORTS    AXC    ORDERS    SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderrnan  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts- 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  purchase  such  lawbooks 
as  may  be  required  by  the  several  municipal 
courts"  recently  established  in  this  city,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

Report  recommending  that  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
several  municipal  courts  recently  established  in 
this  city  be  fixed  as  provided  in  the  accompany- 
ing order: 

Ordered.  That  the  compensation  of  the  two  offi- 
cers designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court  for  the  South  Boston  District,  as 
provided  bv  section  14.  chapter  -16  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  ninety-five 
dollars  per  month:  also,  that  the  compensation  of 
the  two  officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  East  Boston  Dis- 
trict be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month :  also,  that  the  compensation  of  the  two 
officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  West  Roxbury  District 
be  fixed  at  t-ie  rate  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month;  also,  that  the  compensation  of  the  officer 
designated  to  attend  the  -iitings  of  the  Municipal 
Court  for  the  Brighton  District  be  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  eighty-five  dollars  per  month. 

Read  once. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Jordan, 
Marsh  jt  Co.  and  Lucius  L.  Coolidge,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessments  of  betterments  for  widening 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  19,  by  the  town  of 
Brighton" in  1872,  the  Committee  on  Streets  having 
voted  that  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  inexpedient  to 
reopen  cases  of  betterments  assessed  two  years 
or  more  ago  by  towns  now  joined  to  the  city  by 
annexation.    Severally  accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Sylvester  Ropes.  s.3598.90.  by  extension  of  Eustis 
street  to  Magazine  street:  David  Gore.  8129.40.  by 
widening  of  Magazine  street;  F.  W.  &  F.  A.;Clapp, 
8708.  by  widening  of  High  street  in  Charlestown. 
by  the  city  of  Charlestown,  in  1873:  William  G. 
Lincoln,  80705.70,  by  widening  and  grading  of 
High  street.    Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Report recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  S.  C.  Bixby  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Shawmut  avenue.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  of 
notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M..  on  expediency  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Brook  avenue,  south  of  West  Cottage 
street ;  in  Warren  place,  Roxbury,  and  in  Marcella 
street,  south  of  Vale  street.    Severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Order  giving  notice  to  Herman  B.  Martin,  B. 
Inches  and  others  to  remove  all  obstructions  pro- 
jecting over  the  line  of  Eastern  avenue  by  July  10, 
and  in  default  thereof  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  remove  said  obstruction. 

Passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets- 
Report  representing  that,  in  accordance  with  an 
order  of  the  City  Council,  the  Mayor  entered  into 
an  indenture  last  year  with  the  Commonwealth, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  and 
the  Boston  Wharf  Company,  by  which  it  became 
bound  to  build  a  bridge  for  public  travel  across 
Fort  Point  Channel,  in  extension  of  Eastern  ave- 
nue, and  extend  said  avenue  to  some  existing 
street  on  the  t  northwesterly  side  of  Fort  Point 
Channel,  within  eighteen  months  from  the 
24th  of  June,  1873.  In  case  the  city  fails 
to  build  the  bridge  and  extend  the  avenue, 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  indenture,  the 
Commonwealth  is  authorized  by  its  Board  of  Har- 
bor Commissioners  to  do  the  work  at  the  expense 
of  the  city.  By  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board 
of  Stre'et  Cominissioneis,  passed  in  December  last, 
Eastern  avenue  was  laid  out  from  Broad  street  to 
the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  at   an   estimated 
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expense  of  899,780.  The  City  Council  concurred 
in  tlie  action  of  the  Street  Commissioners  and 
passed  an  order  appropriating  8l'00,oOO  "to  pay 
the  awards  for  damages  in  laying  out  the  avenue 
and  also  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
over  Fort  I'oint  Channel,  the  plans  of  the  bridge 
to  be  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets."  Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the 
City  Engineer  for  a  wooden  bridge  with  an  iron 
draw,  which  have  received  the  approval  of  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  this  committee.  It 
appears  from  proposals  which  have  been  received 
for  constructing  all  except  the  iron  draw,  that 
the  entire  cost  of  the  structure  will  not  exceed 
$185,000.  In  order  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in 
proceeding  with  the  work,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  "of  Eastern-avenue 
Bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  including  the 
draw  and  approaches,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  appioved  by  the  City  Engineer. 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  Sls.-.,noo,  to  lie  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Eastern-avenue  Extension 
and  Bridge. 
Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  J<  int  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Boston,  give 
proper  notice  to  the  occupants  of  estates  on  Madi- 
son place  to  quit  and  deliver  no  said  estates  on  or 
before  Aug.  1, 1874,  they  being7  tenants  on  suffer- 
ance. 
Passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the    means   (8115.000)  for  the 
purchase     of     the     Beach-street     Presbyterian 


Church,  surrendered  to  the  city  for  the  purpose 
of  widening  said  Beach  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  the  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  asking  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  s5am  for  completing  the  primary 
schoolhouse,  East  Boston— Report  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  in  place 
of  the  one  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorizod.to  transfer  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary 
Schoolhouse*,  Hast  Boston,  the  sum  of  85200. 

Read  once. 

By  the  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Street*,  with  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  the  widening  of  Beach  street  between 
"Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
that  the  cost  would  be  si K4.717— Report  that  they 
have  received  a  communication  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  showing  that  there  will  be 
needed  for  the  grading  and  paving  of  the   before-  * 

mentioned  part  of  Beach  street,  after  the  widen- 
ing, the  sum  of  $9000.  To  meet  both  estimates  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  8191,000,  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  widening  of  Beach  street, 
and  to  be  called  "Street  Improvemeut  Loan,  Beach 
street." 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    3,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 
Called  to  order,  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  senior  member. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  the  Coun- 
cil voted  to  proceed  to  tin-  election  of  a  President 
protrm.,  and  the  chairman  appointed  Messrs. 
llatleyof  Ward  4,  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  and  Jen- 
nings of  V  aid  5  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10-Before  the  balloting 
proceeds  I  would  like  to  say  a  word.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council,  the  members  were  kind 
enough  to  elect  me  to  the  chair,  and  thinking  that 
perhaps  some  might  vote  for  me  again.  I  wish  to 
decline  in  favor  of  some  one  else.  I  esteem  it  an 
honor  to  have  been  called  upon  to  preside  for  one 
evening  only,  and  I  believe  in  a  distribution  of 
such  honors,  alid  therefore  withdraw  my  name. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14- I  believe,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  in  rotation  in  office, 
and,  lest  any  gentleman  intends  to  cast  a  vote  for 
me,  I  respectfully  wish  to  w  ithdraw  mv  name. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  as  the 
result  of  the  first  ballot : 

Whole  number  of  votes ji 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

Benjamin  Dean  of  Ward  12.  \i" 

George  A.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 .".V.'.'.' •> 

William  H.  Kent  of  Ward  21 "  "  s 

Halsey  J.  Hn;irdmaii  of  Waid  U..   .         13 

George  P.  Denny  of  Ward  9 1 

J.  Q.  A.  Israel; eft  of  Ward  111 ■> 

David  P.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 ...  1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  10  a  second  ballot  was  taken, with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 4S 

Benjamin  Dean  had [,'.'. 35" 

H.J.  Boardman ? 

William  H.  Kent ■■> 

James  J.  Flynn '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'."  1 

Mr.  Dean  having  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes,  was  declared  elected  under  the  rule  aud 
took  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  (City  Doc.  No.  59)  came  down  to  be  placed 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  had  but  little  time 
to  examine  that  report;  in  fact,  I  have  had  time 
to  read  but  very  little  of  it:  but  1  find  some  most 
extraordinary  statements  therein,  which  are 
made,  I  presume,  by  inadvertence,  in  reports 
copied  from  New  York  papers.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  those  statements  may  not  go  0111  as  the 
voice  of  the  City  Council,  I  shall  ask  before  I  sit 
down  that  the  report  lie  upon  the  table,  and  make 
that  motion.  The  statement-  made  are  <„  extraor- 
JH'^-^01  existing  faets,that  I  believed 
that  the  City  Couned  s  attention  should  be  called 
to  them.  I  have  done  this  myself,  and  thmk  that 
no  harni  can  be  done  by  laying  the  report  on  the 
tame,  mere  are  some  very  extraordinary  state- 
ments m  regard  to  the  status  of  the  poor  in  this 
city  and  New  York,  and  therefore  I  move  that  the 
report  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

•  *?■;  D!ilny  of  Ward  9~I  was  not  going  to  ob- 
ject to  the  report  lying  upon  the  table,  because  it 
has  gone  into  print,  and  whether  it  lies  upon  the 
table   or  is  placed  on  file,  will  make  no  difference. 

ItSZ^  5.°rtS  aS  tbe  report  of  the  B"ard  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  and  therefore  I  do  not  see  that 
anything  is  to  be  gained  by  laving  it  upon  the 
table  rather  than  have  it  take  the  usual  course 
unless  it  is  expected  that  the  document  is  to  be 
debated;  but  whether  it  is  debated  or  not 
„*<■'.  *ast'  Pr°Per  t0  Place  it  upon  file,  as  it  will 
rfot  be  referred  back  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  their  consideration.    Consequently    I    cannot 

table"*!?  mgavt0aobe,PiUed  ?y  l^inS  it  upon  the 
table.  It  may,  as  the  gentleman  savs,  be  an  ex- 
traordinary report,  but  it  will  go  to  the  pub- 
lic as  the  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
whether  we  lay  it  upon  the  table  or  p£& 
it  upon  file.  I  think  it  would  be  rather 
a  discourteous  act  to  allow  the  report  to 
he  upon  the  table,  although  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  gentleman  from  #ard  5 intends  any- 


thing of  the  kind.  Whether  it  coincides  with  our 
views  or  not,  the  placing  of  it  upon  file  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  Therefore  I  would  prefer  that 
the  report  he  placed  upon  file  rather  than  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wrard  5—1  object  to  its  being  re- 
ceived, accepted  and  placed  upon  file  because  I 
believe  it  to  be  untrue,  and  based  upon  a  false 
loundati and,  in  one  case,  based  upon  the  re- 
port of  a  New-  York  paper.  I  make  this  motion 
with  a  proper  understanding  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  proper  motion  to  be  made.  It  is  the  language 
and  sentiment  of  the  report  that  I  object  to,  and 
this  is  the  only  pioper  way  in  which  to  come  to  a 
discussion  of  it  without  having  to  take  the  report 
from  the  files  at  some  future  time.  I  think 
the  motion  is  a  proper  and  correct  one, 
and  I  believe  1  have  given  good  reason 
why  it  should  De  carried.  There  are  state- 
ments made  in  that  report,  which  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility I  know  to  be  false.  If  we  accept  this 
report  and]  dace  it  upon  tile  it  goes  forth  as  the 
sentiment  of  the  City  Council  and  represent.',," 
the  views  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which  I  state  here 
are  not  correctly  represented  therein.  Hence  I 
ask  that  it  lie  upon  the  table  till  I  can,  bv  affida- 
vits or  otherwise,  bring  the  facts  before  the  Citv 
Council  and  the  public  of  Boston,  and  then  it  can 
be  ascertained  whether  the  poor  of  Boston  and  X™ 
\ork  are  treated  rightly  and  honoraldvin  that  re- 
pert.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  think  we  should  not 
cacept  this  report  at  the  present  time,  but  should 
lay  it  upon  the  table  for  future  consideration. 

Air.  Day  of  Ward  1— As  this  is  the  report  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  I  trust  it  will  be  accepted 
ami  placed  upon  file  in  the  ordinary   manner 

The  question  on  laying  the  report  on  the  table 
was  put  and  declared  lost.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  r, 
doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  divided  and  the 
motion  was  lost-is  for,  25  against. 

Air.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  now  claim  the  right  to 
speak  upon  the  question  of  placing  the  report  on 
hie.  I  want  to  call  attention,  Mr.  President,  to 
the  fortieth  page  of  this  report,  and  as  I  presume 
not  one  m  ten  of  the  members  of  this  Council 
have  read  it,  I  propose  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  statements  mere  made,  and  then  I  propose  to 
ask  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  prove  the  state- 
ments they  have  made.  Itis  tins -bnder  the  head 
of  "indiscriminate  charity  in  New  York,"  after 
going  on  with  several   extravagant   statements, 


'New'-  Yi 


as  is  well   known,  is  a  large  manu- 


facturing  centre,  aud  employs  great  numbers  of 

artisan-  and  mechanics.  It  has  also  a  vast  num- 
ber of  ordinary  day  laboreis,  as  well  as  an  unusual 
number  of  those  who,  in  the  best  <d  times.  i„st 
keep  their  heads  above  water.  When  the  indus- 
trial and  business  panic  came  upon  the  citv  last 
autumn  it  was  seen  at  once  by  the  benevolo., 1  :,n,l 
fortunate  classes  that  wide-spread  distress  would 

4MUil,1T,th,,t,,they  Preoeed  through  the  41st, 

42  4od  and  44th  pages,  and  make  statements 
wlnel iilifj  afterwards  say  came  from  the  New 
York  Times.     <>,,  the  41-t  page  the  report  says- 

"The  experience  of  New  York  in  1857,  and  of 
Boston  and  other  cities  since  that  date,  proves 
lerism'-  6D  charity  only    creates  pau- 

Presufe1ntballenge  th6m  t0  Pr°Ve   that  fact'  Mr- 


"Despite  the  warnings  of  the  experienced,  soun 
:itchens  and  free  lodgings  were  opened  )iv  ,„,),,/, 
rate  means  with  the  utmost  liberality  ,„ 
portions  of  New  York  last  winter,  'and 
enormous  sums  were  contributed  by  private  citi- 
zens tor  these  popular  benefaction's.  Before  the 
winter  was  oyer,  however,  most  of  those  engaged 
in  them  regretted,  without  doubt,  thai  tbev  had 
ever  take,,  part  in  these  kindly  but  miMale, 
charities.  1 1„.  report- of  competent  observers  show 
what  were  their  effects.  The  announcement  ol  the 
intended  opening  of  these  and  kindred  charities 
immediately  called  into  the  citv  the  tioatim-  va- 
grants, beggars  and  paupers  who  wander  from 
village  to  village  throughout  the  state  The 
streets  of  New  York  became  thronged  with  this 
ragged,  needy  croud;  they  tilled  all  th- station 
houses  and  lodging  places  provided  by  private 
n^'5'  c,"'  "v,mlmv>'"  »'to  the  island  alms- 
houses Street  begging  to  the  point  of  impor- 
tunity became  a  custom.  Ladies  were  robbed 
cants  ""  '  0WD  doorstePs'  by   these    mendi- 

That  is  a  broad  statement,  Mr.  President 

'  Petty  offences,  such    as   thieving    and  'drunk- 
enness, increased.   One  of  the  free  lodgings  ;„rh(. 
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upper  part  of  the 


-tabli-hed  by  the  Corn- 
ecarue  a  public  nuisance 
from  its  rowdyism  and  criminality.  Not 
would  these  paupers  work.  on  oiie  occa- 
sion the  almshouse  authorities  were  dis- 
charging a  band  of  able-bodied  paupers,  and 
having  riecd  of  some  light  out-door  labor  on  the 
island,  they  offered  these  men  what  is  thought 

food  country  wager— that  is.  815  per  month  and 
oard.  They  unanimously  refused,  preferring 
the  free  lodgings  and  free  lunches  of  the  city. 
But  with  these  'tramps'  came  another  and  more 
respectable  throng, hurrying  toward  this  -feast  of 
charity' — honest  and  hard-working  laboring  men 
from  every  part  of  the  neighboring  country. 
Farms  in  the  interior  of  New  York  were  left 
stripped  of  laborers,  though  the  farmers  offered 
good  w.'i^es.  Working  men  came  from  as  faraway 
as  Pitt-burg  and  Boston:  partly,  no  doubt,- to  see 
the  sights  of  New  York,  but  hoping  also  for  aid 
from  public  and  private  charities.  In  some  cases 
young  men  were  arrested  in  criminal  houses,  who 
'made  their  headquarters  in  these  soup  kitchens  or 
relief  houses,  and  then  sallied  out  to  enjoy  the 
criminal  indulgences  of  the  city.  The  pauperiz- 
ing influences,"  however,  of  this  indiscriminate 
charity  reach  beyond  these  classes.  Poor  families 
abandoned  steady  industry,  got  their  meals  at  the 
soup  kitchens,  and  spent  the  day  in  going  fisom 
.to  another.'" 


And  so  the 
And-whatist 
dent,  the  Hoi 
setts,  withbu 
two  hundred 
mission 


the( 


:.  all  the  way  through. 
I  this  ?  "Why,  Mr.  Presi- 
ntatives  of  Massachu- 
g  voice  in  that  body  of 
hers,  voted  to  give  per- 
" ')  provide  soup  he 


in  order  to  give  temporary  aid  for  its  poor,  and  it 
has  become  the  law,  the  Governor  saying  to  me 
within  a  few  minutes  from  the  time  he  signed  it, 
t  to  be  on-!  of  the  best  laws  ever' 
ty  of  Boston.  That  is  the  record 
sir,  the  chairman  of  this  honora- 
seers  of  the  Poor  was  a  member 
Representatives,  and  by  his  ac- 


that  he  belii 

enacted  for 

of  his tor v. 

ble  Board  01 

of   the  Hour 

tion   there, 

and  talk  of   all   kinds,  he  raised    but  a  single  cUs- 

senting  voice  to  ihe  proposition.    And  what  wiites 

he  here?     What  i-  the  conclusion,  sir?     Failing  to 

defeat  this  measure,  this  is  what  be  has  written: 

"We  have  dwelt  in  detail  ,.,n  this  experience  in 
New  York  because  it  is  exceedingly  instinctive 
with  reference  to  all  future  effort  in  our  .cities  for 
relieving  poverty." 

There  is  the  animus.  In  defiance  of  what  action 
this  City  Government  may  see  fit  to  take  another 
year,  we  have  here  m  advance  their  state- 
ments made  in  order  to  prevent  such  action 
by  the  citv  of  Boston.  These  efforts  have  been 
commented  upon  ir 


Boston 
months  ago,  commei 
York,  and  that  siatenu; 
ble  .Massachusi'its  11 
Leading  papers  in  Nev 
highest  terms  of  this 
yet,  sir,  an  extract  f ror 
published  here  in  ordei 
statement  in  a  singl 
against  the  twenty  or 
in  favor  of  the  "men 
dice  the  City  Govern 
this  measure  of  humai 
the  City  Government 
thing  another  year,  1 
this  matter  for  the  pu 
that  the  Overseers  of  ■ 
judge  and  pre-ordain  v 
the  City  Government  u 
City  Government  of  Be 


The 
two 
New 
nora- 

11  the 
,  and 
irk  is 
—the 
i  put 

city 
reju- 
ainst 
nent, 

this 


it. 


that  I  b 
hardest 
believe 
efforts 
been  th 
for  the 
the  pe  > 
months 
than  ev 
in  orde 
against 
eficial  t 
ests  of 
lion  up 
yeas  an 
They 
was  placed, 


nane  women,  would  have 
le  poor  of  any  we.  have  had 
ais,  and  yet    I   believe  that 

1 ier   than   they  were  six 

that  next  \  ear  will  be  harder 
ice  ]  take  thisgi-  mid  today, 
pie  mill  nol  be  prejudiced 
eh  I  In  lieve  has  proved  beu- 
ston,  ami  ir  the  best  niter- 
York.  I  ask  that  the  ques- 
report  on  file  be ,  taken  by 


I  nays  were  ordered  an  1   the  report 
file— yeas  II ,  nays  9,  as  f ollaws : 
Yeas— Messrs.  Barnes,  l.earce,  Boardman,  Bur- 


ditt.  Burgess,  Butler,  Crocker,  Cushman,  Day, 
Dean,  Denny,  Flynn,  Goldtliwait.  (iordon,  Hine, 
Huiinewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Kimball,  Leach,  Lor- 
ing,  Morse,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Powers.  Pray,  Putnam,  Sibley,  Thacher,  Train, 
Walbrulge,  Warren,  West,  Weston,  E.P.Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur.  Wdlcutt,  Woods.  Woodward— 41. 

Nays— -Messrs.  Dacey,  Flaliey,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Moley,  Mooney,  Shaw,  Sweat,  Whiston-9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Barry,  Beal,  bent,  Bleiler,  Brackett,  Brown,  Caw- 
ley,  Collins,  Crowley,  Cadworth,  Davis,  Fuller, 
Harrington,  Hicks,  Long,  Minot,  Xoyes,  Russell, 
Shepard,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser— 24. 

Communication  from  the  City  Registrar  in  refer- 
ence to  extra  clerk-hire  and  petition  of  W.  E. 
Woodward.     Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  for  additional 
grounds  for  the  Dudley  School.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  peimits  to  be  is- 
sued to  Alpiieus  M.  Stetson,  <;iliuan\-  Page,  and  R. 
H.  Barbum,  to  erect  wooden  buildings.  The  or- 
ders were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
lana  owned  by  James  I".  Marston,  in, 152  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  situated  on  West  Fifth  street, 
at  not  exceeding  si. 75  pel'  loot,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  Laurence  District.  The  order 
was  read  once,  tin  motion  of  Mr.  Flyr.ii  of  Ward 
7,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  then 
passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  alterations  to  be 
made  in  the  East  Boston  Prescott  Schoolhouse, 
and  a  master's  room  to  be  provided  therein.  Read 
twice  and  passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules , 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  who  stated  that 
it  was  necessary  to  have  the  repairs  made  during 
the  summer  vacation  ot  the  school. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  John  L.  Cook  [S25]  and  of  S. 
P.  Kelley  [snioj,  for  extra  services  rendered.  Read 
twice  and  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  who  stated  that 
the  bills  were  for  extra  services  rendered  by  the 
policemen  m  the  City  Hall. 

Order  authorizing  poli.-e  officers  in  full  uniform 
to  pass  the  ferries  free  of  toll.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  examme  and 
report  in  print  upon  the  availability  of  the  Charles 
River  as  a  source  of  supply  to  the  city,  giving  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  works  required  to  bring  its 
waters  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  Read  twice 
and  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  :>,  who  stated  that 
the  City  Engineer  is  desirous  of  commencing  the 
work,  and  the  delay  of  a  week  might  possibly  be 
of  some  consequence  to  him,  while  it  would  be  of 
none  to  the  Council. 

Order  to  take  the  surrendered  estate  of  the 
Beach-street  Presbyterian  Church,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  widening  said  street,  at  a  cost  of  S115.1W 
for  7232  square  feet  of  land.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means,  Si  10,000,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  of  the  Beach-street  Presbyterian 
Church.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Majority  report  and  an  ordinance  to  establish 
the  Boston  Wafer  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  53,  1871). 
Specially  assigned  for  half-past  eight  o'clock  next 
Thursday  evening,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  ot 
Ward  1,  who  said  he  understood  that  several 
members  of  the  Council  desired  to  debate  the 
subject  but  were  not  prepared  to  do  so  this  even- 
ing. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  for  purchasing  the  estate  of  the  Beach- 
Street  Presbyterian  Church.  1  make  that  motion 
because  the  Council  has  passed  an  order  to  provide 
the  means  for  purchasing  an  estate  before  pass- 
ing the  order  to  take  that  estate. 

Mr  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  understand  that  at  the 
last  meeting,  although  I  was  not  present,  an  or- 
der was  passed  for  the  widening   of  Beach   street 

~"ierty, 

tlfat 

order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
If  that  is  so,  I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  this  or- 
der going  to  that  committee  also.  [Mr.  Flynn  read 
from  the  'journal  the  action  of  the  Council  in  pass- 
ing the  order  to  widen  Beach  street  from  Harrison 
avenue  to  Washington  street.]  That  l*  outside  of 
this  matter,  so  that  the  subject  of  procuring  the 
means  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waul  (j— I  may  be  in  error,  but  I 
understood  that  the  first  order,   inasmuch  as  it  in- 
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volved  au  appropriation  of  money,  was  laid  over 
till  the  next  meeting-.  Then  followed  the  ordei- 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pro- 
vide the  means  for  purchasing  an  estate  which 
we  have  not  yet  decided  to  take.  If  I  am  in  error 
I  would  like  to  be  corrected.  I  thought  it  would 
not  be  well  to  pass  an  order  to  provide  means  to 
take   an  estate  before  passing  an  order  to  take  it. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  cor- 
rect. * 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  Council  has  passed 
an  order  to  widen  Beach  street  and  that  church 
must  come  down,  and  the  Committee  on  Streets 
think  that  it  is  the  cheapest  way  to  take  the  whole 
lot. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  7— Evidently  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  or  he  does  not  understand  me.  I  do.  not  object 
to  the  widening  of  Beach  street,  or  to  passing  the 
neeessaiy  orders  to  do  it;  and  when  the  order 
comes  before  the  Council  to  pay  for  the  widening 
I  shall  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  this  order  con- 
templates providing  funds  not  for  the  widening, 
but  to  pav  for  an  estate  which  we  have  not  voted 
to  take.  I  think  we  had  better  vote  to  take  the 
property  before  voting  to  provide  the  money  to 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  "Ward  16— As  it  is  a  foregone  con- 
clusion that  we  shall  want  to  take  this  church  for 
the  widening  of  Beach  street,  I  would  suggest  that 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  withdraw  his 
motion.  I  will  move  to  suspend  the  rules  so  that 
the  order  to  take  tlri-  -property  may  be  passed.  If 
the  Council  see  fit  to  pass  the' order,  that  will  get 
over  any  seeming  incongruity  in  our  action  upon 
the  two  orders. 

Mr. Kimball  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  reconsid- 
eration, arid,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward 
16,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  to  take 
the  Beach-street  Presbyterian  Church  property 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  —  yeas  51,  nays 
2— Messrs.  Adams  of  Ward  14  and  Sweat  of  Ward 
14  voting  in  the  negative. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  the  superintendents  of  the  several  Charles- 
town  bridges,  etc.    Read  once. 

Order  lor  notice  to  be  given  to  the  occupants  of 
estates  on  Madison  place  to  quit  and  deliver  up 
said  estates  on  or  before  Aug.  1,  1874,  they  being- 
tenants  on  sufferance.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  additional  primary-school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Prescott  District,  Charles- 
town.    Passed,  iri  concurrence. 

Order  to  charge  to  appropriation  for  an  Addi- 
tional Supply  of  Water,  the  expense  of  procuring 
informatiori  relative  to  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  from  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  basins. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  James  M.  Davis  S25  for  care  of 
clock  in  tower  of  church  of  South  Evangelical  So- 
ciety in  West  Uixburv,  for  the  six  months  ending- 
July  1, 1874.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auction  of  the 
Boston  Post  estate,  at  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Devonshire  streets,  remaining  after  the  widening 
of  Water  street;  or  the  procuring  of  plans  and  es- 
timates for  moving  back  or  remodelling  the  build- 
ing thereon.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  ami  pay  s.'.md  per  annum  for  rent 
of  he.adquarters  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infan- 
try, at  the  Waverley  House,  Charlestown.  Passed, 
in  concurrence — yeas  47,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED    AND  REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  wooden  buildings— by  A.  R.  Whittier  on 

Randolph  street;  S.  W.  Fuller  on  Greenleaf 
wharf,  "Ward  22,  and  Edward.  Bryant  on  Franklin 
court,  Ward  16. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12- Petition  of  D.  B. 
Hamlin  lor  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
South  Market  street,  next  west  of  No.  195. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi  presented  the  following: 
State  House  Boston.  i 

Reporters'  Gallery,} 
June  27, 1874.      ) 

Having  read  the  report  of  the  debate  in  the 
Common  Council  on  Thursday  evening,  June  26, 
1874,  we  desire  to  contradict  the  statement-  made 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  that  "the  reports  of  the 
Globe  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives *  *  *  areentirelvpartialand 
without  proper  consideration  for  'lie  public,"  and 
further,  that  "the  reports  made  of  the  proceed- 


ings of  the  Legislature  are  not  worthy  of  the 
esteem  of  which  the  paper  itself  is  worthy,"  as  in 
our.opinion  the  statements  are  unjust  and  untrue. 
[Signed]  W.  H.  Esty  Herald;  A.  M.  Kridginan, 
Sprinuiieid  Union;  E.  V.'.  Davies,  Traveller;  C.  B. 
Tillingha>t,  lioston  Journal;  W.  M.  Olin,  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser;  E.  H.  Luther,  Springfield  Re- 
publican. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  to  the  joint 
special  committee  on  the  petition  of  the  Globe 
Publishing  Company. 

the  fire  department  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  suppose  it  is  always  in 
order  to  call  attention  to  the  city  ordinances,  es- 
pecially when  there  seems  to  be  any  dereliction  of 
duty.  I  am  very  well  aware  that  I  make  myself 
unpopular  when  1  criticise  the  action  of  heads  of 
departments.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  shall  never  shirk  any  duty  imposed 
upon  me.  I  find  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordi- 
nance to  establish  a  Fire  Department  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"And  they  shall  also,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
May  of  June,  present  to  the  City  <  ouneil  a  report 
made  up  to,  and  including,  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
preceding  April,  containing,  in  addition  to  a  consol- 
idated statement  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  preceding  year,  a  list  of  the 
causes  6f  fire,  alphabet!! -ally  arranged,  a  statement 
of  the  incoineai.il  expenditure  on  account  of  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  department,  with  a 
statement  as  to  its  condition  on  the  date  of  the 
report,  and  an  estimate  of  its  value,  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  and  location  of  the  fire-alarm 
boxes;  together  with  such  other  information  or 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper." 

I  have  made  inquiries  from  time  to  time  during 
the  last  rnonth,  and  once  or  twice  during  the 
month  of  May,  and  I  have  found  that  there  is  no 
such  report  upon  file.  I  have  inquired  of  the  offi- 
cers who  should  hold  the  documents,  if  there  are 
any.  and  they  say  they  have  not  got  them.  Now, 
sir,  m  these  days,  when  commissions  are  being 
talked  of,  when' new  commissions  are  about  to  be 
established,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  inquire  what  progress  has  been  made  by  the 
present  commissions.  I  was  one  who  did  all  I 
could  to  inaugurate  this  system  of  commissions. 
I  believe  in  commissions  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
under  certain  restrictions,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
permitting-  any  boards  or  commissions  to  have  the 
unqualified  management  of  matters  appertaining 
to  the  City  Government  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
city,  so  that  members  of  the  City  Government  are 
not  able  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs in  a  department,  responsible  as  they  are  for 
the  appropriations  and  for  carrying  out  the  best 
interests  of  the  city.  I  do  not  believe  in  such 
management.  I  have  yet  to  ascertain  why  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Department  have  not 
made  the  report  required  by  law.  Now,  sir,  some- 
thing like  S7()0,(w)ii  was  appropriated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  financial  year  for  the  support 
of  that  department,  and  I  am  credibly  informed— 
and  I  have  it  in  figures  before  me — that  one-fourth 
of  that  sum  has  been  spent  by  the  commissioners 
during  the  first  two  months, — one  sixth  part  of  the 
year,— and  yet  we  have  no  account  of  the  ex- 
penditures given  to  the  Council,  as  required 
by  law.  We  know  not  what  property  the  depart- 
ment has ;  we  know  not  wdiat  its '  situation  is 
at  the  pre;ent  time,  although  I  presume  that 
this  law  and  section  was  made  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  was  necessary  to  inform  the  City 
Council  from  time  to  tune  of  the  situation 
of  the  department.  We  have  nothing,  sir, 
to  indicate  to  us  that  which  is  required  to  be 
given  by  the  ordinance  from  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  read.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  this  matter  in  this  puhlij  way,  because 
I  consider  it  to  be  mv  duty  to  do  so.  as  oiie  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  what  is  done  in  the  City 
Council.  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  make  a  mo- 
tion, but  I  presume  it  is  enough  to  make  this  state- 
ment. I  p'resume  I  have  unpopularized'  myself 
once  again,  but  I  am  not  afraid  of  it,  or  ashamed 
of  it,  and  if  this  matter  is  to  come  before  us  again 
in  this  light,  and  if  commissioners  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed, it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  put 
upon  them  certain  restrictions 'which  will  keep 
them  up  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  which  the  people 
re  ruire,  and  which  it  was  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  this  ordinance  to  do. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1C— I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  whether  he  has  asked 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  why  their  report 
has  not  been  made.  That  is  the  proper  place  to  go 
for  information. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  happy  to  answer 
that  question.  It  is  my  duty  when  I  wish  to  make 
inquiries  of  the  Fire  Commission  to  make  them 


upon  their  door;  and  I  shall  not  descend  trom  the 
dignity  of  my  position  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Government  "by  doing  so.  The  ordinance  says 
that  they  shah  make  a  report  in  the  month  of 
Mav,  anil  present  it  to  the  <  itv  Council. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  idea  set  forth  in  the 
ordinance  is  that  the  commissioners  shall  report 
here  during  the  month  of  Mav  or  June.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  are  attending  to  their  duty 
properly  and  have  a  reasonable  excuse,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  if  I  asked  them  I  should  get  a 
fair  answer.  I  also  know  that  it  is  not  an  excep- 
tional case ;  it  is  not  unusual  for  heads  of  de- 
partments not  to  make  their  annual  report  exact- 
ly upon  time.  I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to  throw 
blarne  upon  the  commissioners  without  cause. 

REPORT  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  1G,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  r<  f erred  the  <  uder 
of  the  School  Committee  requesting  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  near  Prospect  street, 
Charlestown.asa  site  for  anew  grammar  school- 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  new 
grammar  schoolhou-c,  the  estate  of  Nathan  Tufts, 
situated  on  Prospect  street, at  the  corner  of  Edge- 
worth  street,  Charlestown,  containing  twenty-one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  square  feet, 
more  or  less ;  the  cost  of  said  land,  not  to  exceed 
two  dollars  per  square  foot,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  the  purchase  of- 
such  a  site. 

The  order  \\  as  read  once,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
West  of  Ward  16,  the  rule  was  suspended,  it  was 
given  a  second  reading,  and  passed. 

INTEREST  ON  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  subject  of 


disagreement  between  the  two  branches  in  the 
order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
taxes  assessed  lor  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  county,  and  the  city's 
proportion  of  the  State  tax,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest  at  nine  per  cent,  on  taxes  remaining 
uncollected  after  the  lst»o+'  January,  instead  of 
twelve  per  cent.,  as  Jixed  by  the  other  branch,  and 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference.  .Messrs. 
Page  of  Ward  9,  Loring  of  Ward  12.  and  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  were  appointed  said  committee  on  behalf 
of  the  Common  Council. 

THE  ELMS  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— On  the  7th  of  May  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  an  order,  which 
was  passed  by  both  branches  ot  the  City  Council. 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  to  report  concerning  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  the  trees  on  the  Common  and  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  removing  the  asphalt  from 
the  walks.  As  a  reasonable  time  has  elapsed,  I 
would  like  to  ask  of  the  chairman,  or  some  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  if  we  may  shortly  look 
for  a  report  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— On  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  I  would  say  that  they  have 
fully  considered  that  matter  and  will  report  at  an 
early  day. 

CITY   EMPLOYES  AND  THE  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Leach  ot  Ward  10  offered  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  East  Boston  Ferries: 

Ordered,  That  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston  may  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the 
East  Boston  ferries  on  foot  free  of  toll  on  giving 
to  the  toll  gatherer  satisfactory  proof  that  they 
are  in  the  employ  of  said  eitv  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    6,    1874. 


Regulai  weekly  mot-tin^  :it  Imir  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  additional  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  tire 
July  term  of  tire  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Henrv  P.  Kennedy,  at  the  Brighton 
Municipal  Court. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  E.  E.  Howard.  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery :  Jeremiah  Tinkham.  in  connec- 
tion with  his"  duties  as  undertaker;  William 
Peters.  Henry  Lyshuusc,  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict; Henry 'Weltch,  Warren-street  Chapel;  Oli- 
ver A.  Perry,  Church  of  Christian  Evangelist  and 
its  vicinity;  Arthur  Dakin.  Roylston  Market; 
Frank  Bruce,  Cragie-Bridge  Ferry;  "William  Fitz- 

ferald,  Fulton  Iron  Foundry :  Richard  Townsend, 
outh  Baptist  Church,  Broadway,  corner  F  street; 
Alexander  Earl.  Merchants"  National  Bank  Build- 
ing ;  James  R.  Clark,  Brighton  avenue. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  healings  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  sewers  in  Brook  avenue, 
south  of  "West  Cottage  street;  in  Warren  place, 
Roxbury ;  in  Marcella  street,  south  of  A" ale  street; 
were  severally  considered,  and,  there  being  no 
objection  ollered,  they  were  severally  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  or.  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Herbert  E.  Barney,  against  the  proposed 
erection  of  a  stable  at  :<:;  Brook  avenue  by  (.eorge 
L.  Stokell. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  brick  car  house  and  stable 'on  their  lot  on 
Sixth  street,  between  ( )  anil  1'  streets,  with  a  front 
67  feet  and  depth  250  feet. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  that  his  permission  to  build 
a  stable  on  Culvert  street  may  be  extended  for 
three  months. 

J.W.  Kinsley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Michigan  avenue.  Ward  16. 

MellvihV  C.Strout.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Spring  street,  near 
Baker  strict,  Ward  17. 

John  C.  Blaisdell,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Main  street,  No.  414. 

To  IlicCommiltn  an  Sl,,i,„  Eiiniinsiinil  nailers. 
William  Litchfield.  loi  leave  to  establish  some 
brass  furnaces  on  Fiiion  stieet.  Churlestown. 

Massachusetts  Charitable  ."Mechanic  Association. 
for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  in  Smith  Market 
street  during  the  continuance  of  the  fair  in  Sep- 
tember next. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  B.  Judkins 
et  a!.,  that  Washington  street,  from  Cornhill  to 
Haymarket  square,  be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Robert  Gordon,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  Chelsea 
street,  Charlestown,  from  Citv  square  to  Prospect 
street. 

D.  N.  Skillings,  that  Brookline  avenue,  recently 
graded,  be  made  passable  lor  public  travel. 

Charles  J.  (Icier  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Fifth  street,  between  C  and  D  streets. 

George  H.  Mandell  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  the 
roadway  of  Berwick  park  may  be  enclosed. 

Alfred  L.  Haskins  et  al.,  that  Bennet  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

George  H.  Lane  &  Co.,  that  the  extension  of 
Washington  stieet  may  be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  J.  W.  F.  Hobbs  et 
al.,  that  a  sewer  he  constructed  in  Harrison 
avenue,  from  Ferry  to  Bristol  streets. 

Susan  S.  Maishall  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Linwood 
street,  to  connect  with  sewer  in  Lewis  park. 

Daniel  F.  Carlton  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Elm 
street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  B.  W. 
Thayer,  for  renewal  of  lease  of  lot  at  corner  of 
Washington  and  Water  streets,  now  leased  to 
Thayer  &  Dunham. 

To  /In  Committee  on  Common  on  tin  jeirt  ot  tin 
Board.  W.  F.  Riplev '/<'/..  for  the  removal  of  a 
tree  opposite  15  Edgeuorth  street. 

To  /lie  Committie  on  Licenses.  George  H.  Wal- 
cott,  for  leave  to  keep  a  billiard  saloon  at  City 


George  H.Walcott.  for  a  license  as  an  innhnlder 
at  City  Point. 

To  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Alder- 
men Stebbins  and  Bigelow— Petition  of  James 
Alexander,  for  leave  to  sell  a  lot  of  unclaimed 
baggage  received  by  the  Cunard  line  of  steamers. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pave  gutters,  grade  and  macadamize 
Cambridge  street.  Brighton,  between  Beacon  and 
Harvard-streets,  at  a  cost  of  §1200 ;  to  pave  Gold 
street  with  wood,  between  F  street  and  Dorches- 
ter street,  and  to  lay  sidewalks,  at  a  cost  of  s4iwii; 
to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  sidewalks  on 
Gleuwood  street.  Roxbury;  to  set  edgestones,  lay- 
sidewalks  and  pave  Silver  street,  with  wood,  be- 
tween B  and  C  streets,  and  between  D  and  E 
streets,  at  a  cost  of  §8000:  to  set  edgestones,  pave 
gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Woodward  stieet;  to  fur- 
nish edgestones  and  pave  gutters  on  Fifth  street, 
between  C  and  E  streets;  to  lay  sidewalks  on 
Eighth  stieet,  between  H  and  I  streets;  and  to 
set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters  on  K  street,  be- 
tween First  street  and  Broadway.  Severally- 
passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  with  order  for 
a  loan  of  §194,000  for  the  Beach-street  improve- 
ment. Order  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2— Aldermen 
Brooks  and  Preseott  voting  in  the  negative. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  with  order  for 
a  transfer  of  S5200  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Primary  Sehoolhouses  at  East 
Boston.    Order  passed— yeas  12.  navs  0. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  to  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  Eastern- 
avenue  Bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  Sis;.. mm.    <  >rder  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  F.  W.  &  F.  A.  Clapp  $708  for 
widening  of  High  stieet.  Charlestown;  William 
G.  Lincoln  §6705.70  for  widening  and  grading 
High  street,  Boston:  Daniel  (lore  8129.40  foi  Mag- 
azine-street damages;  Sylvester  11.  Roper  s;i,v.is.'.in 
for  Eustis-street  damages.     Severally  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  County "  Accounts  to 
provide  the  necessary  law  1 ks  for  the  new  Mu- 
nicipal District  Courts  established  in  this  city. 
Passed. 

Older  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  constables 
in  attendance  at  the  several  Municipal  District 
Courts  as  follows;  For  South  Boston,  §95  per 
month;  for  East  Boston,  885  per  month;  for  West 
Roxbury.  §85  per  month  ;  for  Brighton,  §85  per 
month. ' 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  inquire  why 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  in  the  East  Bos- 
ton District,  where  there  were  1664  cases  in  1872, 
should  be  §s5  tier  month,  when  the  salaries  al- 
readv  established  in  Charlestown,  where  there 
were'  1577  cases  in  the  same  year,  is  $100  per 
month?  I  would  like  an  explanation  of  that 
from  the  committee. 

Alderman  Harris— The  subject  of  determining 
these  salaries  received  full  consideration  by  the 
Committee  mi  County  Accounts.  The  Board  will 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Legislature,  at  its  recent 
session,  authorized  four  district  municipal  courts, 
to  be  located  in  Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  South 
Boston  and  East  Boston.  Whether  the  act  was 
wise  or  not,  we  have  the  courts  to  support  and 
maintain.  Their  requirements  cannot  be  known 
exactly  at  the  present  time ;  whether  thev  will 
have  much  or  little  business  the  future  will  de- 
cide. In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  compe- 
tent and  reliable  officers  can  be  secured  at  the 
compensation  reported.  At  885  per  month  the 
officers  receive  S1020  a  year,  some  S75  less  than 
what  one  of  them  gets  now  as  a  policeman,  and  I 
think  some  of  the  committee  wil:  bear  me  out  in 
the  statement  that  that  officer  has  manifested  a 
willingness  to  accept  the  office  at  the  rate  of  $85 
per  month. 

Alderman  Brooks— In  South  Boston,  where  there 
were  254s  cases  in  ls72  against  1577  in  Charlestown, 
they  fix  the  compensation  at  §05  per  month,  and 
in  the  case  of  ICast  Boston,  where  there  were  1664 
cases,  thev  make  it  S85.  They  say  they  must  have 
expeiienc'ed  officers  in  these  courts,  men  who  have 
seen  service  in    the  Police  Department,     Now,  sit , 


m  a 


I  move  to  make  the  salar\    lor    the   officer  in  Last 
Boston   .<:>:.    month,    instead    of   §s.5.     I  think  the 

of  whom  is'from  inv  own  ward   and  one  from  Sta- 
tion 1— are  considered  ;c-   some  of  the  host  officers 
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thev  have  in  the  Police  Department:  and  I  think 
they  are  entitled  to  a  fa-r  compensation  for  their 
service?.  I  see  no  reason  whv  the  officers  in  Ea-t 
Boston,  with  22.  (Jim  ur2.3.C inhabitants— and  Win- 
throp also  comes  within  this  district,  making 
3s, nan  inhabitants— should  have  le^s  compensation 
than  those  in  other  districts.  I  believe  they 
should  be  paid  the  same.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Cutter— From  conversation  with  a 
county  officer  who  knows  very  much  better  than 
I  do  about  the  services  these"  officers  are  to  per- 
form, I  have  reliable  information  that  they  will 
have  very  little  to  do,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
officials,  who  are  posted  in  these  things,  that 
the  most  labor  will  be  performed  in  South  Boston , 
so,  if  vou  fix  the  salary  according  to  the  laoor  that 
is  performed,  the  officers  in  South  Boston  will 
have  thirty-three  per  cent,  more  than  those  in 
East  Boston  01  Brighton.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  these  courts  are  an  experiment ;  and  that  for 
the  expense  which  has  been  saddled  upon  us,  the 
compensation  will  be  very  small.  I  hope  the  Board 
will  not  make  the  expense  too  large  at  the  start, 
so  as  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  and  so  that  they 
cannot  say  we  paid  higher  salaries  than  we  were 
expected  to. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Brooks  was  'ost, 
—yeas  6,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Prescott,  Worthington,— 6. 

Xavs — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins,— 6. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  to  make  the  salarv  of 
the  East  Boston  officers  .-yn  instead  of  §85. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  like  an  explanation  of 
this  order  from  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts, and  the  reason  given  why  the  officers  of 
the  East  Boston  Court  Should  not  receive  the  same 
compensation  that  the    Charlestown    officers    do 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  happen  to  be  a  member 
of  that  committee,  but  can  only  answer  for 
myself  in  that  matter.  The  reason  why  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  East  Boston*  and  South 
Boston  officers  arose  from  the  fact  that  there  is  so 
much  less  business  to  be  done  in  East  Boston. 
Since  these  courts  have  beeu  established  and  put 
in  running  order  I  have  watched  the  newspapers 
to  see  some  account  of  the  business  they  have  to 
do.  I  have  noticed  that  in  East  Boston  there  were 
only  two  or  three  cases  a  day.  while  in  South  Bos- 
ton  there  were  as  many  as  twelve,  and  on  one  day 
they  had  as  many  as  twenty  cases.  This  is  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  people  of  East  Boston,  how- 
ever, for  being  a  law-abiding  people.  Eightv-five 
dollars  per  month  is  6102n  per  year:  police  officers 
now  receive  61095  pel  year,  and  they  are  obliged 
to  work  every  day  of  the  week,  while  a  con- 
stable is  engaged  only  six  days  in  the  week,  has 
nothing  to  do  on  Sundays,  and  the  court  generaliv 
adjourns  veiy  early  in  the  afternoon.    I  think  the 


judge  of  one  of  these  courts  expressed  himself 
satisfied  with  the  compensation  fixed  for  the  offi- 
cers; also,  that  an  officer  in  East  Boston  said  he 
would  prefer  to  work  for  less  compensation  if  he 
could  have  his  Sundays  and  evenings  with  his 
family. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  the  gentleman  hardly 
understood  my  <iue-tiori.  which  was.  Whv  an  officer 
of  the  court  in  East  Boston  should  not  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  one  in  Charlestown.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  two  sections  are  about  the 
same.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  8  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  which  fixed  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Charlestown  officers.  Xow,  can  a  fair 
reason  for  the  difference  be  given? 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  is  not  so  much  busi- 
ness done  in  East  Boston  as  in  Charlestown.  The 
court  in  Chaiiestown  has  been  established  for 
several  years;  it  has  a  large  amount  of  civil  busi- 
ness to  transact,  while  at"  present  theie  will  be 
very  little  civil  business  to  do  in  East  Boston.  It 
may  be  that  at  some  future  time  there  will  be  an 
increase  of  civil  business  there;  if  so,  the  salary 
can  be  increased. 

Alderman  Hall— In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8,  I  would  sav  that  the  num- 
ber of  arrests  in  Charlestown  in  1872  was  1577.  and 
in  East  Boston  1674— about  the  same  in  both  dis- 
tricts. Why  should  we  extol  East  Boston  for  good 
behavior  when  the  number  of  arrests  there  is 
greater  than  in  Charlestown  ?  and  why  not  give 
the  officers  there  the  same  compensation? 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  the  amount  of  civil 
business  that  gives  weight  to  the  decision.    The 


court  in  Charlestown  has    a    large    civil   busi: 
already ;  if  East  Boston  shall  haVe  as  much,  then 
the  pay  of  the  officers  can  be  increased. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  have  as  large  a  civil  business  in  East 
Boston  as  in  Charlestown.  The  population,  includ- 
ing Winthrop.  is  38,000.  while  in  Charlestown  the 
largest  number  you  can  make  is  32,000.  In  South 
Boston  the  number  of  arrests  was  2548.  against 
15,7  in  Charlestown,  where  you  now  pay  61200. 
while  in  South  Boston  the  salary  i-  established  at 
695  per  month,  and  this  comes'  from  one  of  the 
committee  who  established  the  salary  of  the  offi- 
cer in  Charlestown  at  $1200  a  year,  "it  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  another  case  where  due  considera- 
tion has  not  been  paid  to  the  facts.  In  Dorchester 
the  number  of  cases  last  year  was  461 ;  in  West 
Roxbury.368:  in  Brighton,  500;  in  each  of  which 
places  the  salary  is  685  per  month.  I  move  to  re- 
commit this  matter  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter — When  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  desires  to  do  his  duty  he^seems  to  talk  in 
favor  of  his  own  ward,  and "  the  arguments  he 
uses  are  comparisons  between  the  requirements 
of  his  own  ward  and  those  of  Charlestown.  I 
just  stated  what  the  business  in  Charh-stowc  was, 
and  have  now  the  statement  of  the  business  done 
in  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  also  read  a  statement  of 
the  business  in  Scuth  Boston. 

Aldemiin  Cutter— The  number  of  arrests  in 
South  Boston  in  1873  was  2231,  and  in  East  Boston 
1167.  The  number  of  commitments  in  East  Boston 
in  1873  was  811,  while  in  South  Boston  There  were 
1646.  Xow,  I  cannot  see  how  this  Board  can  vote 
the  same  salary  in  both  places,  and  yet  I  believe 
they  have  virtually  done  it.  I  think  that  if  695 
per  month  is  enough  in  South  Boston,  685  per 
month  is  enough  in  East  Boston.  I  think  that 
each  case  should  be  decided  upon  its  merits. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  woulcf  inquire  where  the 
gentleman  received  his  figures. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  received  them  from  compe- 
tent authority. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
make  the  sum  695. 

Alderman  HaU— I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
recommit  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  instead  of  pa-sing  upon  it  today.  There 
seems  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  there  can 
be  no  harm  in  postponing  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  know  why  it 
should  be  recommitted.  The  committee  gave  the 
subject  careful  consideration  and  I  do  not  believe 
they  can  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
which  they  have  reported. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hardly  see  how  it  can  be  con- 
sistent for  the  officers  in  Charlestown  to  receive 
81200  a  year,  and  for  those  in  a  place  with  the 


niattei"""to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Hall  'to  recommit  to 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  was  lost  by  a 
rising  vote — 4  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Prescott — Inasmuch  as  the  matter  of 
salaries  in  Chadestown  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries  after  a  discussion  similar  to 
this  had  arisen,  I  move  that  this  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  part  of  this 
Board. 

The  motion  was  carried — 6  for,  5  against. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Edward  Bryant,  A.  R.  Whittier,  D. 
B.  Hamlin,  S.  W.  Fuller  &  Co.,  and  memorial  of 
W.  H  Estey  and  other  reporters.  Severally  re- 
ferred, in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  all  persons  in  employ  of  the  city 
to  pass  over  East  Boston  ferries  free  'of  toll.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ferries. 

Order  to  pay  James  M.  Davis  622,  for  care  of 
clock  in  tower 'of  church  of  South  Evangelical  So- 
cietv  hi  We-t  Koxburv,  for  the  six  months  ending 
Jiffy  1,1874.    Passed." 

Report  and  order  for  purchase  of  site  for  a 
new  grammar  schoolhouse  in  Winthrop  District, 
Chaiiestown,  containing  21,7611  square  feet,  at  62 
per  foot.    Order  passed. 

The  order  providing  for  the  payment  of  interest 
on  taxes  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  foi 
the  expenses  of  the  city  and  the  county,  and  the 
city's  proportion  of  the'  State  tax,  came  from  the 
Common  Council.  Referred  to  a  committee  of 
conference  (Messrs.  Page,  Loring  and  Burditt) 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Board. 
The  Board  concurred,  and  Aldermen'Cutter.  Wor- 
thington  and  Harris  were  appointed  as  such  com- 
mittee. 
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QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

The  following  reports  of  city  offices  for  the 
quarter  ending  June  :.iiitl],  were  received: 

Chief  of  Police.  Arrests  during  the  quarter, 
0869-males,  5423;  female-.  1440;  Americans,  2057; 
foreigner-,  4212:  non-residents.  1273;  minors.  1257- 
committed,  4759.  Lodgers,  13.99s— males,  12.279- 
females,  1719;  Americans,  5494;  foreigners.  *594: 
non-residents,  19.903;  minors,  joss.  Pay-roll  of 
officers.  si75.9U0.S9;  horses  for  mounted  patrol, 
s4s2.:i;  total  expenditures  for  quarter.  195, 74s. 5i;  ■ 
balance,  .f  appropriation.  sd09.251.44;  total  appro- 
pnation,  .$865,000.    Placed  on  file. 

Pai/wosti  r  of  state  Ai<l.  Balance  on  hand  April 
1st,  S290;  received  from  the  City  Tieasurer.  dur- 
ing April.  May  and  June.  s22.!'in);  disbursed  to 
ilwaliled  -oldier-  and  sailors  and  their  families. 
S21.031;  balance  on  hand  July  1st,  S059.  Total 
number  of  applicants  in  April,  1338:  in  May,  1348; 

Wt  ighc  ra  and  Fnspi  dors  of  Lighters.    Number 

01  vessel-  in-i  eer. mi  outing  the  quarter  ending 
June  ;joth.  590:  cargoes  of  same.  29.481  tons ;  fees 
received  tor  weighing  and  inspecting,  .8798.52; 
expenses  ot  office.  333.05;  net  income  divided  by 
officers,  3765.47.     Sent  down. 

BOND    APPROYED. 

The  bond  of  Michael  Merrick,  Jr.,  constable,  be- 
ing pre-ented.  duly  certified  by  the  City  Trea-urer, 
was  approved  by  the  Board. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Horace  S.  Hart, 

for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the 
corner  of  Fir-,  street  and  Hoi  Chester  avenue,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  pa-sed  tor  a  hearing  to  all 

pane-  iilm  object  (beret n  Monday,  Juh  "7.  a 

four  o'clock  P.  M. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
tor  the  financial  year  ending  April  30,  1874,  (City 
Doc.  No.  50.)  was  received  and  sent  down.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 
The  undersigned,  Auditor  of  Account-,  comply, 
nig  with  the  requirements  of  the  ordinance  on 
Finance,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  his  annual 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
city  ot  Boston  and  tlie  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the 
financial  year  commencing  May  1,  ls7.;,  and  termi- 
nating April  30,  1874,  both  inclusive. 

The  payments  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county 
ot  s uft oik,  during  the  financial  year  of  1873-74, 
drawn  for  by  the  Mayor  through  tin-  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

On  account  of  the  city  of  Boston $17,447,110.15 

Ou  account  of  the  comity  of  Suffolk I2S.0U7.71 

Total   payments   by   the   Auditor   of    Ac-        ' 
counts $17,575,717.80 

To  which  add  the  payment-  in  tin-  Treasur- 
er,  which   ,101   not  pass     through    the     Vllili- 

tor's  office,  to  pa*  the  state  tax.  interest 
and  premium,  comity  ,,i  s,,,ie!::  :)nd  mi- 
litia bounty,  the  .ietiiils  ot  which  maybe 
found  under  the  head  ot  "Auditor's  ag- 
gregates"        3,295,200.06 

Board   of  Commissioners   on  the    Sinking 

FundS ^;]    1->m  fc-0  e.9 

Old  claims,  heirr.;  Am  lit  u's  drafts  of  previ-  "  '*-"'K'UM 
0l,s  years 442.70 

Total   payments  as  shown  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts 822,292,033.14 

The  total  payments,  as  shown  bv  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  to  the  City 
Council,  winch  i-  appended  to  this  document, 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 

On  account  of  the  city  of  Boston..' $21,980,805  08 

On  account  of  the  county  of  Suffolk 310)762.71 

Add  to  which  the  drafts  drawn  by  the  Au_S-2'291'507'7a 
ditor  of  Accounts   on  account  of  city  of 
Boston  during  the  year,  but  not  paid,  say,  525.35 

We  have  the  total  payments  as  by  the  Au- 
ditor, as  above S22.292.u:i3.1  I 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  that  the  bal- 
anceof  cash  on  hand  April  30,1-7::,  was...      8180.4111. w> 

Total  receipts  during  the  year 

_  l"7,"74 ,• •  •  •  ■  -823,790,269.27 

Total    payments    during  the 

year  1873-74 22,291,507.79 

Sl,498,761.48 

Showing  a  cash  balance  April  30, 1874 .$2,:s5,i7_\:in 


To  this  cash  balance  of  the  Treasurer  we 
add  tlieaniouni  advanced  bv  him  on  loans 
authorized,  hut  not  negotiated,  as  shown 
under  the  head  of  the  "Treasurer's  bal- 
ance"         246,677.35 

Balance  belonging  to  the  treasury $2,431, sfu.ei 

This  balance  (§2,431, 849. 05),  shown  on  page  6,  is 
subject  to  the  following  payments,  namely: 
Balances  of  unexpended  appropriations  for 
uncompleted     works,    etc..    carried    to 

1874-75 $2,330,685.90 

IVinpoiarv  loan  of  Isn.i-.ii,  not  paid lun.iiuu.uii 

City  Hospital— lioodnow  Fund 633.25 

Nichols  Fimd 530.50 

$2,431,849.65 

The  preceding  statement  of  the  financial  year 
embraces  the  transactions  since  Jan.  5,  1874,  to 
the  end  of  the  financial  year  of  the  city  enlarged 
by  the  acts  annexing  the  city  of  Charlestown  and 
the  towns  of  West  Kuxbur.\  and  Brighton  to  the 
city  of  Bo.-ton.  as  consummated  by  the  vote  of  the 
people  of  all  the  municipalities  on  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober. 1873,  to  take  eftect  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary. 1874.  These  acts  of  annexation  have  largely 
increased  our  population,  wealth  and  territory, 
and  at  the  same  time  thrown  upon  us  increased 
responsibilities. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  area,  popula- 
tion by  the  United  States  census  of  1870,  and  val- 
uation May  l,  1873,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  now 
constituted : 

Area  in  Acres.    Population.        Valuation, 
Boston,  proper,  about  1,5701 
South  Boston.         "         900  | 
East  Boston,  "         sOO  I 

Roxbury  "      2,100  V        250,526        $093,831  .HUii.liu 

Dorchester,  "      4,533  | 

Breed's  Island,       "         785 
Beer  Island,  "         184J 

charlestown,  "         600  28,323  35,989  ,iiS:;.iiip 

West  Koxbury,       "      8,000  8,683  22,Us.hiiu.iiu 

Brighton,  "      3,000  4,967  14,548,531.00 

Total 22.472  292,499        $765,818,713.90 

[Estimated  population  based  on  Assessor's  returns, 
May],  1873,-iiest  ui,  3HS.-T5:  Charleston  u.  3.',o40:  West 
Koxbury,  10.301;  Brighton.  5978,— total.  357,254.] 

The  financial  year  of  each  of  the  places  annex- 
ed terminated  earlier  than  our  own,  yet  we  were 
able  to  meet  the  increased  expenses  with  the  rev- 
enue received  from  them,  and  by  care  and  econ- 
omy from  the  regular  means  at  hand,  without 
borrowing  money,  and  to  cany  a  surplus  of  unex- 
pended appropriations  to  the  sinking  funds  for 
the  redemption  of  the  debt.  In  the  report  of  last 
year  mention  was  made  of  the  calamities  which 
befell  Boston  by  the  fires  of  Nov.  9,  1872,  and 
May  30, 1873,  by  which  a  large  part  of  the  ouild- 
ings  in  the  business  portion  of  the  city  were  de- 
stroyed; and  it  was  remarked  at  that  time  that 
the  rebuilding  on  the  ••Burnt  District,"  so  called, 
of  the  9th  of  November,  had  been  commenced, 
and  that  Boston  energy  would  soon  repair  the  in- 
jury done.  Ana  now  it  should  be  here  recorded, 
as  pointing  to  our  financial  prosperity,  the  fact  of 
the  wonderful  progress  wnich  has  been  made  by 
our  citizens  in  repairing  the  ra\  ages  made  by  the 
devouring  element  at  both  fires  by  the  erection 
of  so  large  a  number  of  improved  and  substantial 
structures  for  business  puiposes  upon  the  sue  of 
those  destroyed.  It  is  a  monument  to  the  indomi- 
table courage  of  our  people,  that  this  territory 
has  been  so  largely  built  over  in  so  short  a  time 
with  home  capital  and  no  municipal  aid,  during  a 
financial  panic  of  great  severity. 

In  the  "Burnt  District"  of  Nov.  9,  354  buildings 
have  been  erected,  completed  and  occupied,  and  a 
large  number  are  in  process  of  completion.  Sev- 
enteen streets  have  been  widened,  four  extended, 
and  one  large  square  laid  out,  and  the  grade  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  territory  raised,  at  an  ex- 
penditure, to  April  30, 1874,  of  $5,029,528.77,  with 
some  uusettled  land  claims,  and  the  paving  and 
grading  of  the  streets  to  be  met,  for  which  the 
City  Council  have  nrovided  an  additional  loan  of 
31,620,000. 

The  district  burnt  over,  May  30,  1873,  has  been 
improved  by  the  widening  of  Washington  and 
Essex  street's,  for  which  the  City  Council  have 
provided  $250,000,  and  is  largely  built  over.  The 
amount  expended  to  May  1,  1874,  on  this  improve- 
ment was  $172,527.01. 

The  mo-t  iiupiiitant  step  as  affecting  the  finan- 
cial standing  of  the  city  in  monetary  circles,  aid 
judicious  in  every  point  of  view,  is  the  one  taken 
by  the  City  Council  of  this,year,  by    raising  of 
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taxation,  in  addition  to  that  needed  for  all  our 
current  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  whole 
debt,  the  money  necessary  for  purchasing  land, 
and  the  erection  thereon  of  public  building?,  as 
the  city  thereby  ceases  to  be  continually  a  bor- 
rower of  small  amounts,  as  heretofore  practised; 
and  the  principle  is  adopted,  in  view  of  our  rap 
idly  increasing  debt,  that  we  are  willing  and  able 
to  tax  ourselves  for  that  which  we  of  this  genera- 
tion largely  partake  of  the  benefit  thereof,  instead 
of  burdening  those  who  come,  who  will  have  suffi- 
cient to  care  for  in  their  day,  looking  at  the  pres- 
ent tendency  of  things.  With  the  outlay  of 
money  which  it  is  represented  will  be  needed 
within  a  few  years  to  secure  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  for  the  wants  of  the  people  aggregated 
within  this  metropolis,  for  a  new  comt  house, 
and  to  make  the  street  improvements  pressing  to 
be  done,  we  shall  undoubtedly  ue  in  the  market 
as  borrowers  for  large  sums ;  as  such  burdens  as 
these  cannot  easily  be  borne  in  any  one  year  at 
the  present  time,  therefore  must  be  spread  over  a 
series  of  years,  being  for  undertakings  to  be  en- 
joyed by  those  of  the  future  as  well  as  the 
present. 

An  examination  of  the  debt  statement  shows 
that  the  debt  nf  the  citv  of  Boston  in  the  gross. 
fuinlerl  and  iwftcnrteil.'wa*.  April  30.  1874.  S43.1.37,- 
463.12,  being  an  increase  of  sll,2'jo,3'io :  s  over  that 
of  last  vear  at  the  same  date:  of  which  increase 
$3. 876.540. no  is  the  amount  of  debt  assumed  by  the 
annexation  of  Charleston  n.  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton;  and  at  the  same  time  882,400  of 
the  Brighton  debt  has  been  paid  since  its  an- 
nexation. Tl 
Charlestown  s 
its  debt.  S154.116.09/ 

The  means  on  hand  forpavme.it  or"  the  debt, 
April  3n.  1*74.  »;i-  .-15,417.572.75,  blowing  an  in- 
crease of  §1,490,794.83  compared  with  those  on 
hand  April  30.  ]>73.  and  making  tin  net  .lei"  of 
the  citv,  April  .30,  1874.  827,718,890.37,  against 
§17,914,378.52  at  the  same  date  last  year,  thus 
showing  an  increase  of  tin-  gro-s  debt  during  the 
year  of  $11.2116 .300.68.  and  of  the  net  debt  of 
so, 805.51 1. 85,  exhibiting  a  great  stride  in  the  in- 
debtedness of  our  municipality;  and  weie  it  not 
for  the  wise  system  adopted  o'f  securing  sinking- 
funds  forits  redemption,  a*  spoken  of  below,  would 
entail  an  almost  unwarrantable  burden  on  those  to 
come  after  us.  We  give  a  comparison  of  the  debt 
as  it  stood  May  1,  1867,  with  that  of  May  1.  1874, 
embracing  a  period  of  over  seven  years,  compris- 
ing the  time  during  which  the  annexation  of  two 
cities  and  three  towns  to  the  city  has  been  made. 
The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  citv.  Mav  1, 
1867,  was  S13. 021. 463. 15.  and  the  net  debt  $8,581,- 
184>3;  and  Mav  1,  1874.  the  funded  and  unfunded 
debt  was  .-43. 137.463. 12.  and  the  net  debt  $27,719.- 
soo.37,  showing  an  increase  of  $50. 115. ■.100.97  of  the 
funded  and  unfunded  debt,  and  $10,138,705.54  of 
the  net  debt  in  seven  years.  Tne  annexation  of 
Koxburv.  Dorchester.  Charlestown.  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton,  caused  by  the  assumption  of  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  amounting  at  the  time  of 
annexation  to  $5,317,206.06.  For  die  extension  of 
the  water  works  into  Roxbury  and  Dorchester, 
the  sum  of  $1,490,000  is  included  in  the  amount 
borrowed. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  we  show  that  our  gross 
outstanding  debt  is  so  great,  while  the  sinking 
funds  for  its  redemption  in  the  aggregate  are  of 
so  large  an  amount,  the  question  is  asked,  why 
not  use  it  in  paying  off  so  much  of  the  debt  as 
vou  have  means  in  the  -inking  funds  to  doit  with? 
This  could  be  done  if  the  city  had  other  means  of 
paying  off  the  remainder  in  any  other  way  than 
bv  "taxation.  It  has  what  can  safely  be  said  none 
other,  the  revenue,  otherwise  than  by  taxation, 
being  comparatively  very  small.  The  system  of 
the  sinking  funds  is  simply  the  same  as  putting  a 
sum  at  interest,  which,  in  so  many  years,  with  its 
accumulations,  will  pay  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
debtedness at  a  given  time.  No  provision  being- 
made,  as  now  exists,  then  the  amount  would  have 
to  be  taxed  in  the  year  the  debt  became  due,  and 
not  spread  over  a  series  of  years  as  is  now  the 
case,  or  the  alternative  of  not  borrowing  any 
money,  but  taxing  for  everything  directly.  The 
mean's  of  the  sinking  funds  comprise  part  of  the 
de'.t  for  which  the  taxes  are  raised  tc  pay  the  in- 
terest thereon,  as  the  whole  of  them,  'as"  fast  as 
they  accumulate,  have  been  thus  far  invested 
wholly  in  the  loans  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  reason  of  closing  the  books  annually,  and 
placing  the  unexpended  balance  of  general  and 
special  appropriations  and  the  excess  of  revenue 
into  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  believed  to  work  for  the 


best;  for  it  has  been  found,  generally  speaking. 
that  if  the  balances  were  carried  forward,  the 
amount  annually  raised  would  not  be  diminished  : 
thus  a  saving  to  taxation  is  reallv  made.  The 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  do  purchase  and 
cancel  the  debt  as  fast  as  the  situation  of  the 
funds  will  allow,  having  in  view  the  ultimate  re- 
demption of  the  debts  which  the  funds  were  cre- 
ated for.  ft  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  the 
coming  year  to  cancel,  before  maturity,  a  large 
amount  of  debt  held  in  the  (leneial  Debt  Sinking 
Fund. 

The  following  tables  give  in  brief  the  debt 
accounts  as  they  actually  exist,  and  are  compared 
with  similar  fables  of  last  year.  In  the  remarks, 
however,  upon  the  debt  in  our  last  annual  report, 
the  liability  of  the  city  was  shown  under  the  loans 
authorized  by  the  City  Council,  which  had  not 
then  been  negotiated : 

The  Debt  of  the  City. 
The  amount  ot  the  funded  debt  of  the  city 

of  all  kinds.  Mav  1 .  1873,  was '.$30,553.1  16.80 

Add  amount  bonds  issued  on  account  of 
Citv  and  Water  loans,    during    the    year 

1873-74 9.080.176.65 

and  the    following,  assumed  bv  annexa- 
tion, as  tbev  stood  .Ian.  5,  1S74: 

Charlestown  Debt 2,730.3411.46 

Brighton  Debt 7iis.5hii.hu 

West  Roxbury  Debt 52o.ii0ii.iji! 

$43,592,233.51 

Less  amount  of  debt  paid  during  the  year 
1873-74,  including  882.4i.li   Brighton 701,447.74 

Total  funded  debt  of  city,  April  30.  1874 S42.80u.7s5. 77 

Add  unfunded  debt,  being  advances  made 
by  the  Treasurer  on  loans  authorized  by 
City  Council,  but  not  negotiated 246,677.35 

Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt.  April  30, 
1874 g43,137,463.12 


The  indebtedness,  as  stated  above,  the  Auditor 
classifies  as  follows: 

Citv  Debt  proper $26,531,740.13 

Water  Debt  met  cost  ot  [he  Water  Wi.rksl.    lli.142.273.H3 

War  Debt  (loans  outstanding) 1.911,500.0" 

Roxburv  Debt  "  522. ooo.hu 

Dorchester  Debt      "  152,.= am 

Charlestown  Debt    ■•  1.327,340.46 

Water  Debt  , loans  ouisfdingi.     1.403. hi h 

BrigbTon  Debt    loans  outstanding). .  626.1  0.60 

West  Roxbury  Debt       ••  520,000.00 

Total,   i-  abo,-.     .  -..  ;.!       !..  :  I 


The  water  loans  outstanding  April  30,  1874, 
amount  to  $7.863,711.11 ;  but  the  real  debt  of  the 
Water  Works  is  shown  by  the  excess  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  said  works  over  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  same,  which  is.  as  stated  in  the  ap- 
pendix, $10,142,273.93. 

The  Means  on  Handfor  Paying  the  Debt. 

Cash  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers on  the  Sinking  l-un.ls.  April  3n.  1874. .  .$1.422,270. so 

Six  per  cent,  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  citv  of  Boston,  belonging  to  the 
"Board  of  Commissioners  ,,u  the  Sinking 
Funds" 12.906.454 .  06 

Public  land  bonds  and  mortgages  in  the 
bands  of  the  Treasurer,  secure, 1  .inlands 
purchased  of  the  city,  all  payments  on 
which  are  made  r.,  the  Board  of  Commis- 


In. -reuse  of  means  in 


$1,400,704.83 


The  Net  Debt  of  the   City. 


1874 843,137.463  12 


Increase  of  the  net  debt 


$0,8115.511.85 


The  increase  ,,f  the  ./,-,.,>  debt  during  the 
year  was $11 ,296,306.1 

3  lie  increase  of  means  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  during  the  year 1.400.7!  4.- 


Xei  increase  of  the  debt, 


page  13....  $0,805,511.85 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


The  Board  <>t  Fire  Commissioner'-:  created  by  or- 
dinance of  the  City  Council,  upon  whom  is  placed 
the  whole  charge  of  the  management  of  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  and 
the  expenditures  for  carrying  on  the  same,  was 
duly  organized  November  2(1,  1*73,  consisting  of 
Allied  1'.  Rockwell,  chairman;  David  Chanibei- 
lin,  Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  with  F.  W.  Smith,  Jr., 
secretary;  and  decided  changes  have  been  made 
by  them  in  the  administration  of  the  Fire  Depart 
rnent,  having  in  view  the  making  of  the  force 
more  effective  in  every  respect. 

The  "Cochituate  Water  Works"  show  an  income 
in  1873-74  of  S'.is:i,ji;i;.si;,  and  the  expenditures,  on 
account  of  these  works  during  the  same  year  were 
.$1.270,5s4..35.  of  which  amount,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained.  $801 ,079.53  is  chargeable  to  the  ex- 
pense of  running  the  works  and  paying  the  inter- 
est on  the  net  cost  of  the  same,  and  the  balance, 
sfos.'.iiio.o-'  to  construction  of  said  works,  leaving 
a  balance  of  earnings  over  cost  of  carrying  them 
on  and  providing  for  the  interest  account,  of 
$127,587.33. 

By  the  terms  of  the  annexation  of  the  city  of 
Charlestown,  the  Mystic  Water  Works,  which  now 
supply  that  city,  East  Boston,  Chelsea,  Somerville 
and  Everett,  come  into  possession  of  this  city. 
The  outstanding  loans  on  account  of  these  works 
are  si, 403.000.  The  revenue  derived  annually  from 
these  works,  as  they  now  stand,  is  sufficient  to  pay 
their  running  expenses  and  interest  on  the  debt; 
also  to  pay  a 'handsome  surplus  into  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  its  redemption. 

A  new  ferry    boat,  called   the    Winthiop,   was 
built  last  year,  at  a  cost  of   So2.080.37,  and  is   now 
running  on  the  East  Boston  ferries. 
The  assessment  cit  taxes  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  <h\  ol  Huston   and   county 
of  Suffolk   for  the  financial  year   1873-4. 
less  the   revenue   to   be   received  from 
other  sources;  also  to  pay  the   State  tax 
levied  on  the  citv  of  boston,  1st:j.  was... .    $9.021. 439.92 

Supplementary  bills 521.97 

Additional  hills  by  omission 225.28 

§9,022,187.17 

Tax  payments  into  the    citv  treasury  to 

April  30.  IS74 S8.usiii.swl .s;i 

Abatements 120,470.96 

Outstanding,  April  30,  1874 804,814.38 

89,022,18707 

Tin    E.i pi  inlitiin  s. 
Cilii  <>f  Boston— 

ordinal  v  expenses,  which   include  the  in- 
terest, premium   and   exchange  paid   on 
the  entire  debt  of  the  city  i  $2,279, 398.061. .    $9,401,701.19 
bavins  out  and    building    new    streets  and 

widening  old  ones,  and  building  bridges.  o, 434. 388.15 

Temporary  citv  loans,  redeemed 2.3K222.7H 

State  tax. 828,540.00 

Erecting  new   schoolhouses,  and    land  for 

same 446,663.25 

Erecting  new  buildings,  and  land  foi  same  ;i'.:4.s:t:l.il!l 

Suffolk-street    liistri   i  I2M.I14.oh 

Waterworks-  II  ig  h  la  nds  anil  I  lorehester . .  119>85.0I 

V.lditinllal  supply  of  water 114,030.27 

Soldiers'  relief. .' 83,435.12 

Kurt  Hill  Improvement 35.SI40.42 

Parker  Hill  Reservoir 32.000.7s 

( 'hur.'li-street  I  listri.l J2.0S7.4s 

VI ilitia   Bounty 5,107.00 

Northampton-street  District 2,420.33 

$20,500,132.56 
The  Treasurer's  payments,  iu  addition  to 
the  regular  expenditures  on  account  of 
the  citv  of  boston,  as  given  above,  were 
to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds,  tin  revenue  received  on  account 
of  the  several  funds,  balances  of  unex- 
pended appropriations,  and  excess  of  in- 
come          1 ,3.12 ,3.15  4 1 

Commissioners  on  the  sinking  funds  for 
the  Mvstie  Water  Works  sinking  Funds, 
excess  of  income  over  expenditures 88,277.11 

$21,980,805.08 

Comity  of  Suffolk-* 

(joint  expenses,  including  jurors'  and  wit- 
nesses' fees,  -atari  -s  of  sheriff,  assistant 

clerk-,  of hi- 1   cm  ist  a  hies,  printing 

a  ml    statinnen $208,(1113.23 

Jail  expenses,  salaries  of  officers,  repairs, 

keeping  ami  tec, I  nig  prisoners 30,2113.23 

Ropaii  ..ran  ai glitingol,  fuel  and  fur- 
niture for  Court  House,  Municipal  Courts 

in  Roxbury  ami  1  lorehester d  Probate 

Building 37,747. 5H 

Coroners' in. iiiests  ami  views 9,335.34 

Widening  streets  in  Chelsea  and  Revere, 
by  order  of  the  County  Commissioners  ol 
Middlesex    County 2,254.60 


Miscellaneous. 


$310,702,71 

Revenue. 
I'm/  ,f  Boston— 

Taxes  of  1873 $7,8X5,745.25 

"     1872.  and  pre    i..ui    years 780.122  56 

"       corporation,  received    from  State  of 

Massachusetts 340,995.87 

bank  of  1873 2(15,150.58 

Citv  loans 8.120,170.05 

Temporary  city    loans 2,31s,222.79 

Water  loans 9dl,oii0.oO 

Water  works,  rates,  etc 5180,21*. xti 

Several  departments 704 ,350 .  37 

Interest  on  hank  balances  and  taxes 102.407.19 

Instalments  on  bonds  belonging  to  the 
sinking  funds,  for  proceeds  of  estates 
sold,  betterments  for  various  street  wld- 
enings.  and  interest  on  bonds  and  better- 
ments, and  public  land  sales  and  rents, 
payable  to  the  several  debt   sinking  and 

revenue  funds 720,302  40 

State    of    Massachusetts,     soldiers'    relief 

pay  merits,  1872 81,000. 00 

s'tate  of  Massachusetts,  iniliti untv....  5,257.96 

Dog  fund,  received  for  licenses  granted..  .  0,300.75 

School   fund 8,507.14 

Re. Hers    licenses 1,355.00 

Citv  of  Charlestown...   143,121.00 

Mystic  Water  Works 128, 117. si 

Tow  n  of  West  Roxbury 60,805 . 35 

Town  of  Brighton 3,754 .  89 

$23,033,874. IKS 

County  of  Suffolk— 

From  tines  and  costs  collected  iii  I  he  criminal 
courts  of  the  county,  by  the  Sheriff  at  the 
jail,  the  Master  of  the  House  of  Correction, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  the  House  of 
Industry $145,532.92 

From  fees  paid  in  by  the  clerks  of  the  civil 
courts  of  the  county 0,998.81 

Miscellaneous 863.48 

$150,395.21 

Expenses  of  the  Departments. 
The  regular  expenditures  of  the  principal  de- 
partments of  the  city,  for  the  financial  year  1873- 
74  are  given  below,  including  the  salaries  of  all 
officers  attached  to  each,  and  the  expenses  in- 
clined bv  several  for  three  months  by  the  annex- 
ation of  Charlestown,  West  Roxlmrv  and  Brigh- 
ton, compared  with  those  of   the  year  previous, 

Cil a  Hospital— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

expenses  and  salaries $111. bis. 31  $ll!Mii,o.oo 

Income   1873-74,  $3,591.86;  1872-73.  $3,948.64. 
Fire  Department— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

Expenses  and  salaries $501,010.27  $005,310. no 

Fire  Alarm  Department 51.oo2.4o  40,507.00 

Repairs  of  engine  houses 28,778.37  10,024.35 

$671,511.13  $661,842.25 

Income,  1873-74,  $2,213.52;  1872-73,  $2,749.36. 
Health  Department— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

Board  of  Health $68,327.42 

Health  Department 378,549.66  $309,227.70 

$410,877.08  $300,227.70 

Income,  1873-74,  $20,535.42;  1872-73,  $40,679.25. 
Folia   Department — 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

Expenses  and  Salaries $083,892.78  $013,042.02 

Income,  1873-74,  $10,209.73;  1872-73,  $8,602.95. 
I'ltlilir  Buildings— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 
Expenses  and  Salaries  (see En- 
gine Houses) $90,462.95            $73,208.01 

Income,  1873-71,  $xid. 50;  1872-73,  $1,014.50.  (The  rents 
received  from  public  buildings  are  included  under  the 
head  of  rents.) 

Public  Institutions-^ 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

House  of  Industry $191,730.39  $181,1x9.37 

House  of  Correction 100,000.04  70.012.07 

Lunatic  Hospital 59,9X7.97  55,303.00 

Steamer  "H.  Morrison" 17,512.35  13.027.05 

Pauper  Expenses 23,554.43  14,135.18 

office  FJxpenses 7,027.62  0,993.10 

$405,903.40  $341,800.07 

Income,  1873-74,  $75,831.11;  18:2-73,  $98,394.03. 

.Sellouts  tlml  Seltoolltouses— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 
Salaries  of  officers  School  Com- 
mittee  '$25,802.80  $23,040.05 

School  Instructors 1,1115, 572. 72  920,852.11 
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Care  of  Schoolhouses;  repairs 
on  do.,  and  fuel 261,615.99  248,889-63 

Books  and  other  expenses  in- 
curred for  Schools  by  School 
Committee 116,065.53  90,081 ,22 

Expenditures  for  new  School- 
houses  and  land  for  same....    446,663.25  4-54,230.34 

SI  ,865,720.29        81 ,746,703.25 


1872-73. 

S356.562.K3 
956,815.21) 
178,092.93 
1611,000.00 
21,873.81 

81,673,344.77 


1873-74. 

Lighting S3S4.760.46 

Having,  etc 965,474.60 

Widening,  etc.  (ordinary) 308,175.18 

Sewers 227,827.58 

Bridges 36,099.49 

51,922,337.31 


.Income  from  all  the  above  departments.  1*73-74,  .-,139,- 
296.70:   1872-73,  S79,3S0.02. 

Water  Works— 

1873-74.  1872-73. 

Requisitions  of  Water  Board, 
general §504,108.70  S251 , 563.5s 

Requisitions  of  Water  Board, 
Wards  13.  14,  15  and  16 119,886.01  107,044.10 

Requisitions  of  Water  Board, 
additional  siipph  o!  water...     114,102.77  61,278.83 

Requisitions  ot  Water  Board, 
barker  Hill  Reservoir 32,690.78 

Requisitions  of  Water  Board, 
new  water  pines,  East  Bos- 
ton   .: •. 8,732.21 

Requisitions  of  Water  Board, 
high-service,  South  Boston..  26,832.25 

other  payments 2,779.50  2,400.00 

Interest,  Premium  and  Ex- 
change     497,016.79  702,177.21 

SI  ,270,584.55        $1,160,028.18 

Income,  1873-74,  8989,266.86;  1872-73,  $902,022.68] 
Street  Wirlenimis  owl  Extensions. 

The  most  important  street  widening,*  and  ex- 
tensions authorized  during'  the  past  fiscal  year 
were  the  following::  The  remaining  improvements 
contemplated  in  the  streets  burnt  over  by  the  fire 
of  November,  1872,  have  been  effected.  They  em- 
braced the  widening  of  Broad  street  from  Atlantic 
avenue  to  Summer  street  to  one  hundred  feet,  at 
an  estimated  expense  of  8780.887. 2.5:  Congress 
street  widened  to  fifty-four  feet,  from  Water  to 
State  street,  $484,626;  a  uniform  width  of  fifty  feet 
for  Pearl  street,  near  Milk  street.  866,440;  and  the 
extension  of  Quincy  place  to  Pearl  place.  812,784. 
After  the  fire  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Essex  streets,  in  May,  1873,  these  streets  were 
widened,  Washington  to  sixty  feet,  from  Boylstou 
to  Avery  street,  8144,474,  estimated  cost,  and 
Essex  street,  from  Washington  street  to  Harrison 
avenue,  to  fifty  feet.  882.008.  Other  considerable 
changes  ;n  the  streets  of  the  city  have  been  the 
laying  out  of  Eastern  avenue,  from  the  foot  of 
Congress  street  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners' 
line,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  899,780;  the 
widening  of  Magazine  street,  in  Eoxbury,  $24,- 
015.05,  and  the  extension  of  Eustis  to  .Magazine 
street,  811,640.20;  the  extension  of  Eliot  street  to 
Columbus  avenue  (856,752),  and  the  widening  of 
Pleasant  street  from  Columbus  avenue  to  Eliot 
street  extended  (812,256),  both  upon  land  belong- 
ing to  the  city:  the  extension  of  "West  Chester 
park  across  Back  Bay  to  Beacon  street,  for  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  land  required  was,  upon 
conditions,  given  to  the  city.  815.335.10;  widening 
of  Harrison  avenue,  upon  restricted  front  land  of 
estates  at  Kneeland  street,  S0335;  and  the  laying 
out  of  King.-buiy  street,  in  Roxbury,  from  Bain- 
brnlge  street  to  Shawimit  avenue,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  86969.25. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  lesser  alterations  in 
the  lines  of  streets  during  the  year  reaches  in  the 
aggregate  822,848.50.  The  usual  proportion  of 
streets  have  been  laid  out  or  accepted  where  the 
fee  has  been  conveyed  at  no  expense  to  the  city. 
Among  them  were  Bolton  and  Bowen  streets,  be- 
tween D  and  K  streets;  Prescvtt  s.reet,  in  Ward 
13;  Boylston  street,  from  Clarendon  to  Dartmouth 
street;  Commonwealth  avenue,  from  Dartmouth 
to  Exeter  street;  Linwood  square;  Haynes  street, 
in  East  Boston  ;  Newlaml  street,  from  West  Con- 
cord to  Worcester  street:  Rockland  street;  Berke- 
ley street,  from  Beacon  to  Providence  street; 
Exeter  street,  from  Beacon  street  to  the  south 
side  of  Commonwealth  avenue;  Marlborough 
street,  from  Dartmouth  to  Exeter  street;  Roslin, 
Walton,  Harley,  Ocean,  Argyle  and  Alban  streets, 
and    a  portion  of  Welles    avenue,  on  the  Welles 


estate  in  Ward  16;  Thornton  street:  Tudor  street, 
between  D  and  E  streets ;  Ceylon  street ;  Athens 
street,  from  F  to  Dorchester  street,  and    Bolton 
street,  from  B  to  C  street. 
The  betterments  assessed  within  the  year  "were — 

Dudley  and  other  streets $37,738.00 

Kneeland  street 41,9*1.00 

Columbus  avenue 78.361.50 

Appletou  street 20,512.(10 

Cottage  street 13,7*3.00 

Pond  street 2,142.00 

South  Market  street 76,148.00 

Bedf ,  ii'i  1  street 8,962.00 

Emerson  street 4,070.00 

$283,697.50 
The  report  concludes  with  a  concise  and  com- 
prehensive sketch  of  the  public  buildings  erected 
during  the  year,  and  the  progress  of  the  Water 
Works,  Parker  Hill  Reservoir,  the  distribut- 
ing system,  Chelsea  street  and  Cragie  budges. 
Pvnehon-street  retaining  wall  and  Foit  Hill  Dis- 
trict. Full  and  complete  details  of  the  expendi- 
tures are  given  in  an  appendix. 

Contingent  Fund.  This  fund  covers  payment 
for  refreshments,  carriage  hire  for  the  Mayor, 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Common  Council,  and  joint 
special  committees— not  having  charge  of  any 
appropriation-,  of  money— incurred  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duty,  and  for  other  items, 
bv  order  of  either  branch;  joint  committees  of 
the  City  Council  for  Refreshments;  Committee  on 
Accounts  of  1873.8407;  of  1874.  8103;  Committee 
on  Water  of  ls.73,  .-252.07:  of  1874.  8220.05;  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  of  1873,  8255.40;  of  1874,  807.85;  Com- 
mittee on  Assessors' Department  of  1873.  8158.90; 
of  1874,870.50;  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
of  1873,  8121.40;  of  1874.  855.50;  Public  Institu- 
tions of  1873.  8152.55;  (  U'dinances  of  1873.  854  ;  East 
Boston  Ferries  of  1874,  835.15;  Committee  on 
Nominating  Superintendents  of  Bridges  of  1874, 
$15.35;  Committee  on  Salaries  of  1874.  8s.:*; 
Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  of  1873,  86.50; 
Committee  on  Fuel  ot  1x7:;,  S5.s5.  Carriage  hire- 
Committees  of  1873,  8377;  of  1874,  834—8411; 
Mayor—  Carnage  hire  of  1873,  835;  1874,  846.50. 
Board  of  Aldermen— Annual  dinner  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  1873,  at  the  close  of  their  term  of 
service,  840;  refreshments.  Board  of  Aldermen  of 

1873.  8D81.50,  May  to  January.  1874;  of  1874,  Janu- 
ary to  May,  8180.05;  carriage" hire,  members  of  the 
Board  and  committees  of  1873,    May  to  January, 

1874,  8438;  of  1874,  January  to  May,  892.50.  Com- 
mon Council— Annual  dinner  of  the  members  of 
the  Common  Council  of  1873,  at  the  close  of  their 
term  of  service,  $536;  refreshments.  Common 
Council  of  1873.  May  to  January.  1874.8135.45;  of 
1874.  January  to  May.  86;  Committee  on  Elections 
of  1874.  854.75 :  carriage  hire,  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  1873,  .May  to  January,  1874,8728; 
of  1874,  January  to  May,'  881 ;  badges— one  badge 
for  President  of  Common  Council.  825;  sixty-three 
for  members,  $945;  four  for  clerk  and  assistant, 
and  messenger  and  assistant,  soo;  draping  chair 
and  desk,  death  of  Councilman  Dohertv,  822; 
wreath  and  crape,  867.50—82744.70.  Total  for 
Contingent  Fund,  $7192.47. 

Other  Incidentals.  Among  the  other  incident- 
als chargeable  to  regular  appropriations  are  the 
following:  Travelling  expenses  of  the  Water 
Board,  .$522.55;  expenses  ot  Committee  on  Ar- 
mories of  1873.  S250.05.  and  8.54  lor  carriage  hire; 
the  Board  of  Health  spent  8.558.04  for  travelling 
expenses  to  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Wash- 
ington; expenses  of  Committee  on  Common, 
8734.20,  which  includes  840  for  carriage  hire  ;  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries 
was  81294,  which  included  refreshments,  excur- 
sion in  the  harbor,  trial  trip  of  the  Winthrop, 
etc. ;  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  bad 
charged  to  their  own  expense  account 
82811.03,  which  included  an  extended  visit 
West  by  the  committee  and  chief  in  August 
last  year;  $566.72  covered  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  the  Committee  on  Health  ;  the  Sumnei 
obsequies  cost  the  city  S1350.33  which  included  the 
expense*  of  Hon.  Carl  Schurz  when  he  visited  the 
citv  to  deliver  his  eulogy ;  the  Paving  Committee 
spent  $1006.8.5  for  carriages  and  refreshments.  In 
the  items  for  the  Police  Department  is  the  sum  of 
8230.50  for  the  taking  of  photographs  of  suspicious 
persons;  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  ex- 
pended 81015.70  for  carriages  and  something  to 
eat  and  diink  ;  the  harbor  excursion  of  the  Hoard 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  cost  8541.83, 
and  their  other  expenses  for  the  year  were  8410: 
the  total  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Lands  were  84035.02,  of  which  $703.20  were  for  the 
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REPORTS  AXD   ORDERS   Sl'KMITTED. 

Bv  Aldemian  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing- 
Reports  leverally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Henry  I.  Bowditch  et  ah  that 
Providence  stieet  be  paved  with  wood,  and  Thom- 
as Hartnett  for  leave  to  place  a  bulkhead  in  side- 
walk on  Lynde  street,  Charlestown.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  put  Washington  street  (formerly  Shaw- 
mut  avenue)  in  safe  condition  for  public  travel 
from  Egleston  square,  Roxbury,  to  the  Dedham 
line.    Estimated  cost,  310,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supei  inteiident  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Athens  street,  between  F 
and  Dorchester  streets;  also  to  pave  the  roadway 
of  said  street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  34000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Eustis  stieet  extended  from 
Hampden  to  Magazine  street.  Estimated  cost, 
§1200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Bolton  street  between  D 
and  E  streets  ;  also  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said 
street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be, 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
nave  the  sidewalks  on  Bolton  street  between  B 
and  C  streets;  also  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said 
street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Report  on  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  second  track  on 
Fourth  street.  South  Boston  (which  was  recom- 
mitted to  said  committee),  with  accompanying- 
order  of  location: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to  change  the 
position  of  its  single  track  on  Fourth  street, 
between  M  and  Q  streets,  and  to  lay  down  such 
additional  traek  as  shall  form  and  complete  one 
continuous  line  of  double  tracks  on  said  Fourth 
street,  from  M  street  to  a  point  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  east  of  P  street.  The  right  to  make  the 
alterations  and  to  lay  down  the  additional  tracks 
authorized  by  tins  order  is  upon  the  condition  that 
the  work  of 'laving  down  the  tracks,  the  precise 
location  of  the' same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used, 
and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  in  pav- 
ing said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them  ;  also,  upon  the  condition  that 
the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  accept 
this  order  of  location  and  agree  in  writing  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  tile 
said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  passage  thereof ; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Mrs.  Sarah  Follan  to  forthwith  cut  off  or  set  back 
the  building  on  her  estate  on  Seavems  avenue, 
"Ward  17,  which  projects  over  the  line  of  said  ave- 
nue.   Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Crescent 
avenue,  Ward  16,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  or  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Dudley  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Dennis  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the ■  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  < hay  street,  between  Nos. 
12  and  20,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25.20,  assessed  to 
Catherine  Hooper  for  edgestones  on  Dale  street, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assesseil  as  follows: 
Louisa  C.  Dean  Six. 45,  .(esse  F.  Barker  $7.05. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  333.15  lie  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  to  heirs  of  Isaac  (.'albert  for 
sidewalks  on  White  street,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  Nathaniel  Covington. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  oi    $15.56,  assessed  to  J. 


H.  Nugent  for  sidewalks  No.  25  Sawyer  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed   to  Angus  Douglas. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $6.30,  assessed  to 
Louis  Biitt  for  sidewalks  at  226  Kast  Eighth  street, 
be  abated  and  the  same  assessed   to  Martha  Cook. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  341,  assessed  to  Judith 
W.  Andrews  for  sidewalks  on  Trenton  street,  be 
abated  and  the  same  assesseil  to  Eleazer  H.  At- 
wood  and  Uriah  R.  Mayo. 

Ordered,  That  abatement,  for  error  in  sidewalk 
assessment,  be  made  the  following-named  parties 
in  the  amount  set  against  their  respective  names. 
viz.:  Sarah  C.  Kennedy.  77  Cold  street,  313;  Nel- 
son Johnson,  371  Dorchester  stieet,  314.04;  James 
Dolan,  Norfolk  avenue,  $8.61. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  316. 05.  assessed  for 
sidewalk  No.  61  Gold  street  to  William  H.Mann, 
be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ira  L.  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  abutters  on  Milk 
and  other  streets,  to  water  the  streets  around  the 
new  post  office,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  of  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars;  to  h"e  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Burnt  District. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
"Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  abutters  on  War- 
ren street,  Roxbury,  to  water  said  street  from 
Bower  street  to  Grove  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  roadway  of  said  street;  the  expense 
thereof,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading . 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  Committee  give  us 
some  reason  why  we  should  water  one  street  and 
not  another?  it  seems  to  me  that  that  policy  is 
making  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  another.  If  there 
is  a  reason  for  it  let  us  know  what  it  is. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  residents  on  Warren 
street  pay  a  portion  of  the  expense.  When  the 
residents'on  any  street  come  in  here  and  manifest 
a  desire  to  have'  a  street  watered,  and  wish  to  pay 
a  portion  of  the  expense,  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing have  deemed  it  advisable  for  the  Board  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  and  thus  preserve  the  road- 
way, ami  allow  citizens  an  opportunity  to  ride  on 
a  street  that  is  well  watered.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  water  some  streets,  where  residents  mani- 
fest a  desire  to  pav  a  portion  of  the  expense. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  this  Warren  street,  Rox- 
bury ? 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is. 

Alderman  Hall— And  is  it  because  the  inhabit- 
ants there  are  i  ot  able  to  pay  for  watering  that 
street  that  we  should  pav  for  it?  It  is  a  thickly- 
settled  street  and  I  cannot  see  any  re  axon  why  the 
inhabitants  should  not  pay  the  whole  expense  of 
watering  it. 

Alderman  Power— This  street  has  been  put  in 
very  line  order  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
who  informs  me  that  it  would  be  economy  for  the 
citv  to  pay  all  the  expense  of  watering  streets 
which  have  been  macadamized.  But  we  have  not 
gone  so  far  as  that,  and  in  this  locality  we  have 
delayed  acceding  to  the  request  of  the  petition- 
ers before  going  on  to  water  the  street.  Of 
course  it  is  sparsely  settled  there  in  parts,  some 
persons  having  large  tracts  of  land;  some  resi- 
dents pav  as  high  as  350  toward  watering  the 
Street.  \Vc  justifx  ourselves  principally  because 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  tells  us  that  it  would 
be  economy  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  understand  that  the 
committee  ha,ve  entire  care  of  this  thing,  but  that 
it  rests  with  the  Board  id'  Aldermen.  We  report 
it  to  the  Board  and  they  can  agree  to  it  if  they  see 
fit.  The  amount  paid  is  about  four-fifths  of  what 
is  required,  ft  seems  to  me  that  as  the  citv  owns 
the  street,  it  can  pay  a  small  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  watering  it. 

Alderman  Harris— I  wish  to  understand  if  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  conveys  the  idea  that 
if  a  number  of  citizens  wish  to  pay  a  portion  of 
the  expense  of  watering  the  streets,  the  city 
will  be  willing  to  pay  the  remainder.  In  my  own 
district  I  can  obtain  'the  names  if  many  persons 
who  are  willing  to  pay  two-thirds  of  the  expense 
if  the  city  will  nay  the  rest.  Take  my  own  street; 
it  costs  S30II  per  year  to  water  it,  but  it  has  never 
cost  the  city  a  dollar    to    water  it.     But    if    that    is 


the 


Cutter— 1  have  no  power  to  speak  for 
th"  citv;  only  for  the  Committee  on  Raving.  If 
the  inhabitants  of  Oharlestown  manifest  their 
liberality  by  showing  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
that  the'lack  of  a  few  dollars  prevents  them  from 
having  their  streets  watered,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
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the  Committee  on  Paving  would  recommend  this 
Board  to  make  up  the  "deficiency.  Where  the 
houses  are  not  clo.-e  together  it  is  'frequently  dif- 
ficult to  raise  the  money.  For  instance,  in  the 
street  where  I  reside  we  have  never  asked  the 
citv  to  give  us  any  money,  because  the  houses  are 
close  together  and  we  raise  the  money  ourselves. 
But  in  the  rural  districts,  where  there  is  consider- 
able travel,  we  are  continually  repairing  streets; 
the  wind  i-  continually  blowing'  oft'  the  surface  of 
the  roadwav.  If  the  "inhabitants  of  such  a  street 
raise  four-fifths  or  seven-eighths  or  nine-tenths  of 
the  money,  and  we  think  it  prudent  to  recommend 
this  board  to  nay  the  balance,  we  so  report. 

Alderman  Hall— Warren  street  is  inhabited  by 
wealthy  citizens,  who  are  abundantly  able  to  pay 
the  expense  of  watering  that  street."  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  given  for  the  city  doing  it  except  to 
preserve  the  street,  and  I  cannot  see  any  good  rea- 
son whv  the  city  of  Bo -ton  should  be  at  a  dollar's 
expense  for  that  street  where  citizens  live  in 
houses  worth  thousands  of  dollars.  I  had  occasion 
to  ride  through  South  Boston,  the  other  day, where 
the  streets,  although  macadamized,  are  not  wa- 
tered at  all,  and  where  the  residents  are  poor  peo- 
ple. Whv  not  go  there  and  water  the  streets  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  as  well  as  onWarren  street, 
where  the  people  are  rich?  On  Dedham  street  1 
have  paid  for  most  of  the  watering  myself,  but  I 
did  not  know  that  I  could  come  to  the  city  to  help 
me.  I  think  the  poor  should  have  the  same  bene- 
fits as  the  rich. 

Alderman  Peters— Before  annexation  the  citv  of 
Roxbury  watered  the  streets  at  their  own  expense 
because' they  though,  it  was  the  best  way  to  put 
them  in  order.  Macadamized  streets  are'  kept  in 
order  at  a  less  expense  if  they  are  watered. 

Alderman  Power— So  far  as  my  own  feelings 
go  it  is  not  so  much  a  consideration  for  the 
property  owners  on  Warren  street  that  I  favored 
the  watering  of  that  street ;  but  it  is  a  great 
thoroughfare:  a  great  many  people  are  constantly 
driving  over  it,  and  we  judge  that  it  will  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large  to  have  it  -wa- 
tered, and  principally  because  we  can  save  the 
roadway  by  spending  a  small  amount  in  watering 
it.  We  have  for  many  years  watered  Beacon 
street  and  the  Brighton' road,  where  there  are  no 
residences.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  Dedham 
street ;  I  do  not  think  the  committee  would  vote  to 
water  any  street  that  is  paved. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  Dedham  street  paved? 

Alderman  lower— I  think  it- 
Alderman  Hall — It  is  macadamized ;  no  part  of 
t  is  paved. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  no  rule  that  we  have 
in  view  for  watering  any  street ;  but  I  do  not  think 
the  committee  would  vote  to  water  any  paved 
street,  or  any  street  where  the  houses  are  close  to- 
gether. We  have  voted  to  water  the  streets  about 
the  new  post  office ;  we  have  been  paving  there 
and  are  entirely  responsible  for  the  condition 
those  streets  are'  in.  We  have  made  no  rule  about 
it.  Other  cities  think  it  prudent  to  water  all  the 
streets  and  put  the  expense  into  the  tax  bills.  A 
great  many  people  think  Boston  ought  to  do  the 
same  thing,  but  the  committee  have  made  no  rule 
and  do  not  wish  to  water  any  street  unless  this 
Board  thinks  it  is  good  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  rule  is  good  that  it  is 
cheaper  to  keep  a  street  in  order  by  watering  it, 
why  not  water  Grove  Hall  avenue?  This  is  a 
good  street,  and  the  surface  is  continually  blow- 
ing away.  Why  not  water  those  streets  where 
there  is  good  riding?  Besides,  I  would  ask,  who 
is  watering  Warren  street  now?  I  drove  over  it 
the  other  day  and  found  it  watered. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  must  have  been  watered 
Saturday  night. 

Alderman  Power— The  people  on  Grove  Hall 
avenue  have  never  sent  in  a  petition  to  'have  it 
watered.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,- if  any  num- 
ber of  citizens  come  in  and  ask  for  the  watering 
of  that  street,  and  are  willing  to  bear  their  share 
of  the  expense,  I  am  willing  to  recommend  it. 
The  Alderman  from  Charlestown  speaks  of  his 
district.  I  have  no  distiict  but  that  which  takes 
in  the  whole  city.  If  a  petition  comes  in  here 
from  any  section  the  Committee  on  Paving  will 
see  that 'justice  is  done  to  all. 

Alderman  Brooks — 1  think  there  are  many 
streets  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  would  do 
well  to  water  entire.  I  think  it  is  economy  to  do 
so.  And  so  far  as  the  thickly  settled  streets,  that 
shoul  1  be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done. 
There  is  no  justice  in  chat.  If  we  watered  all  the 
macadamized  streets,  I  think  we  should  save  more 
than  double  the  amount  of  the  expense.    I  think 


the  city  should  make  no  discrimination  against 
thickly  settled  streets.  They  should  serve  all 
alike  when  they  come  here  and  petition. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  have  no  power  to  make  a 
wealthy  man  pay  any  more  fhan  a  poor  man.  This 
watering  is  a  free  contribution  from  the  inhab- 
itants to  the  city.  After  they  have  presented 
their  petition  to  ail  the  inhabitants  on  a  street  and 
we  see  that  they  lack  a  few  dollars,  we  make  the 
balance  up  to  them.  It  will  be  so  on  every  street, 
whether  in  a  thickly  settled  locality  or  not;  if  we 
think  it  judicious  to  do  so  we  come"  to  this  Board 
and  recommend  that  it  be  done.  I  desire  to  have 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  this.  Board  on  this 
subject,  and  ask  that  wher  this  question  is  taken 
it  be  bv  veas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Hall— If  I  understand  the  gentlemen, 
they  will  water  streets  only  when  it  is  petitioned 
for.  They  do  not  water  Grove  Hall  avenue  be- 
cause no  one  petitions  for  it,  and  they  will  water 
Warren  street  because  the  wealthy  men  there 
petition  for  it,  and  that  is  the  position  they  stand 
upon  i 

Alderman  Cutter— If  they  bring  the  money  with 
their  petition. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  n^ys  1— Alder- 
man Hall  voting  in  the  negative. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges— Report  representing  that  certain  rep-airs 
are  needed  on  the  approaches  to  Broadway 
Bridge,  the  estimated  expense  of  which  will  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  st:5u0.  It  apneais  from  the 
proposals  which  have  been  received  for  rebuild- 
ing the  foundations  of  the  draw,  that  the  apppro- 
priation  of  §114,000  ma  le  last  year  for  the  new 
draw  will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  that 
and  the  repairs  on  the  approaches.  The  commit- 
tee therefore  recommend  that  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  repairs  be  charged  to  that  appropriation,  as 
provided  in  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  the  approaches  to  Broadway 
Bridge,  at  an  estimated  expense  not  to  exceed 
SG500:  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Bv  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Covinty  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication from  the  Justice  of  the  Dorchester 
Distiict  Municipal  Court  relative  to  the  salary  of 
the  officer  designated  to  attend  said  court  Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order : 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  oi  the  officer 
designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Municipal 
Court  for  the  Dorchester  District  as  provided  in- 
sertion 14,  chapter  216  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1*62, 
be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  to 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Hosea  F.  Merrifield,  to  be 
paid  damages  for  land  taken  on  Lincoln  street, 
"Ward  19— Report  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  as  the  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
for  them  to  revise  awards  for  land  taken  to  widen 
streets  previous  to  annexation  in  the  towns  lately 
joined  to  the  city  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  report  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  in  response  to  an  order  of 
June  19,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  main  water  pipe  from  its  present  termination 
in  Canal  street  to  the  City  square.  They  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  extension  should  be  made 
without  delay,  and  they  estimate  that  it  will  cost. 
including  the  Lowry  hydrants,  the  sum  of  S15.U00. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down.  Alder- 
man Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  and 
it  is  hereby  authorized"  to  extend  the  main  water 
pipe  from  its  present  terminus  in  Canal  street  to 


Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington.  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. — Ret  orts  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  the  following-named 
petitions    for    leave    to    occupy    stables:"    Henry 


A.  Low,  South  Harvard   street,  Ward  19.    Sev« 
ally  accepted. 

By  Alderman   Bigelow.  for   the    Committee  i 
Licenses— Reports  and  or  lers  as  follows  : 
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License  to  Keep  Bowline  Alley  Granted— Somer- 
set Club,  at  their  club  "house  in  rear  of  Beacon 
street  (renewed  for  one  year  on  same  conditions 
imposed  March  2, 1874). 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Seven  newsboys, 
one  bootblack. 

Victualler's  License  Granted— Moses  jl.  Morris, 
73.3  Washington  street. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— S.  E.  Hayward 
&  Co.,  37  Tremont  street  (renewal);  Joseph  M. 
"Wade.  5  Court  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  hack  licenses  numbered  from  1 
to  740.  inclusive,  except  Xos.  151.  171.J196,  377,  507, 
616,  C3G.  lie  planted  for  one  year  from  July  1,   1874. 

Ordered.  That  wagon  license.-  numbered  from  1 
to  3408.  iiiclush  e,  except  No-.  2102.  224'.i.  2649.  2750. 
2866,2870,2871,  3194,3262,  3274,  3276  and  3375,  be 
granted  for  one  year  from  July  1,  1874. 

Severally  read'twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in  fa- 
vor of  granting  petitions  of  Dennis  Ferguson  for 
removal  of  a  tree  from  Fifth  street,  near  K. 
street;  William  E.  James  for  removal  of  some 
trees  from  Eliot  street.  Ward  17,  near  the  Ellery 
estate;  and  William  Patterson,  for  lemoval  of 
tree  in  front  of  55  Warren  street,  Charle-town 
District,  said  trees  to  be  severally  removed  at  the 
expense  of  said  petitioners,  respectively.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  improv- 
ing Blackstone  and  Franklin  squares  :  said  sum  to 
be  'charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to 
the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  for  teamwork; 
said  sum  to  le  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sods ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty-two  hundred  dollars  for 
lumber,  carpentering',  mason  work  and  painting; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Coinmnion  and  Public  Grounds. 


Alderman  Hall— Will  some  one  of  the  committee 
explain  what  that  lumber  is  for? 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  embraces  quite  a  num- 
ber of  items  for  lumber  and  other  articles  used 
in  repairing  the  fences  and  fountains  and  various 
other  things  on  the  Common  and  public  Squares. 
I  have  not  the  items  at  hard,  but  the  amount  is 
correct,  I  believe. 

Alderman  Cutter—Do  I  understand. that  this  is 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year?  that  this  is  the 
amount  of  lumber  that  they  are  going  to  use? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  cannot,  answer  that  ques- 
tion. It  is  what  is  needed  for  the  present,  at  any 
rate. 

Alderman  Cutter— t  suppose  that  it  would  not 
be  worth  while  to  be  very  definite  in  regard  to 
that  department.  I  see  a  great  deal  of  money  is 
spent  on  the  Common  ami  squares,  and  orders  are 
passed  without  any  question  being  raised.  There 
is  a  considerable  amount  spent  for  sods;  one 
would  suppose  we  have  had  rain  enough  this  year 
to  keep  the  turf  in  good  condition.  But  I  see  that 
the  Common  and  squares  look  well,  and  I  give 
the  committee  credit,  and  think  the  money  well 
spent. 

Alderman  Power— It  may  be  that  there  is  a  larg 
amount  of  money  spent  for  sods,  but  I  do  not 
know  wlietbi  i  gentlemen  have  looked  at  the  work 
done  upon  the  Common  and  squares— work  done 
in  deference  to  a  wave  of  public  sentiment  that, 
has  been  raised.  In  deference  to  public  opinion, 
the  committee  ha\e  taken  a  part  of  the  Tremont- 
street  mall  and  covered  it  over  with  sods,  in  order 
to  give  the  trees  all  the  nioistuie  that  they  need. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  this  main 
walk  becomes  as  impervious  to  moisture  as  if  it 
were  laid  with  concrete;  we  found   that  to  be  so 


titter  taking  it  up,  and  thought  it  best  to  sod  a 
large  amount  of  it  about  those  trees.  In  relation 
to  this  order,  gentlemen  tire  aware  that  there  are 
a  large  number  of  fences  and  fountains  to  take 
care  of,  and  that  repairs  are  constantly  going  on. 
Of  course,  such  orders  must  come  in  here.  There 
is  nothing  more  extraordinary  about  those  orders 
coming  in  here  than  there  is  about  the  paving 
orders  which  come  in  at  every  meeting.  As  we 
have  appropriated  the  money,  we  have  got  to 
come  here  to  get  permission  to  spend  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — If  the  committee  have  come 
to  the  wise  conclusion  to  spend  it  in  sods  rather 
than  asphalt.  1  shall  make  no  objection. 

Alderman  Power— I  believe  that  it  is  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
that  they  never  have  used  a  -phalt  except  on  slop- 
ing w  alks,  as  that  is  the  only  way  to  make  a  walk 
that  u  ill  stay  there.  The  sloping  walks  are  a  con- 
stant lull  of  expense,  and  that,  is  the  only  reason 
why  the  asphalt  has  been  used.  But  the  public 
have  found  fault  with  it,  and  if  a  tree  died  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  away  it  was  said  to  be  the  asphalt 
which  caused  it.  The  committee  have  deemed  it 
advisable  to  remove  it. 

Tne  order  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard- 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Merrill  A:  Bryant  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  occupy'a  brick  sta- 
ble for  fifty  horses  situated  on  Warren  street,  op- 
posite Metropolitan  stable,  the  lot  of  said  stable  to 
be  raised  to  grade  of  Warren  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  permit  granted  to  said  Merrill 
&  Bryant  to  occupy  a  brief;;  and  wood  stable  on 
said  Warren  street,  for  fifty  horses,  June  2, 1874, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
building  of  a  prison  carriage ;  the  cost  thereof  (in- 
cluding traverse  runners)  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  .'-1000.  and  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Health. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington— 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
be  presented  to  Hon.  Richard  Frothingham,  for 
the  eloquent  and  patriotic  oration  delivered  by 
him  Indole  the  municipal  authorities  of  Boston  on 
the  ninety-eighth  anniversary  of  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence;  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  thereof  for  publication. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Ordered,  That,  tjitia 53  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Clara  A.  B.  Drew  for  a  sewer  in  Copeland 
street,  for  overestimate  of  land;  also  $10.14  from 
John  Warren  lot  sewer  in  Wood  street,  for  over 
estimate  of  land;  also  £16.36  from  Mary  Barry  on 
Bolton  street,  on  account  of  land  previously'  as- 
sessed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Allston  street,  between  Bow- 
doin  and  Bultinch  streets,  when  any  persons  mak- 
ing objections  thereto  may  be  heard.    Passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines— Report  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Marr  Brothers  &  Hale,  for  leave  to  use 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  39  Avon  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  of  the  Mayor  in  relation  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  above  named  hoard,  caused  by  the 
death  of  George  Fabyan  —  Report  recommending 
the  election  of  Thomas  J.  Gargan  to  fill  said  va- 
cancy. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Hall  flic  Board  proceeded  loan  election. 
Aldermen  Hall  and  1'eters  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Thomas  J.  Gargan  had 5 

Charles  Hulbert ft 

J.  Greene  Jones 1 

There  being  no  choice  a  second  ballot  was  or- 
dered, with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  J.  Gargan ft 

Charles  Hulbert 7 

and  Mr.  Hulbert  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 


J  IT  L  Y 


By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  grade  the  yard  and  pave 
the  sidewalk  of  Hook  and  Ladder  House  No.  4; 
also  to  build  a  retaining  wall  and  provide  the  neces- 
sarv   fencing  for  the    same  at  an  estimated  cost 


V'a-hJii'.inii  square,  and  occupied   temporarily  by 
Engine  25  and  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  8.    The   pro- 
ceeds of  said  sale  to  be  paid  the  City  Treasurer. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed.  * 

GRADE   CROSSINGS    IK    WARD  SIXTEEN. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following : 
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Ordered,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  Paving  inquire 
and  report  what  means  ought  to  be  taken  by  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  to  secure  the  safe- 
ty of  passengers  on  the  streets  in  Ward  16  which 
are  intersected  at  grade  by  their  railroad  tracks. 


SWETT-STREET     EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets 
be  authorized  to  confer  with  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  in  relation  to  the  grade  at  which 
the  street  proposed  to  be  laid  out  across  South 
Bay,  to  be  known  as  Swett  street,  shall  cross  said 
railroad,  and  report  a  proposed  agreement  as  to 
said  grade  or  otherwise  to  the  Citv  Council  for  its 
action. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    9,    1674. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  Or  ALDERMEN. 

Annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  (City 
Doc.  No.  50),'  and  quarterly  reports  of  Inspectors 
of  Lighters  and  Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Several- 
ly placed  on  file. 

Petition  of  B.  W.  Thayer  was  referred,  in  con- 
currence. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Hon.  Richard  Fioteing- 
ham  for  his  oration  before  the  municipal  authori- 
ties on  the  4th  inst.,  and  requesting  a  copy  of  said 
oration  for  publication.    Read  twice   and   passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  grading  of  the  yard  and 
paving  of  the  sidewalks  of  Hook  &  Ladder 
House  No.  4,  the  building  of  a  retaining  wall, 
and  providing  of  necessary  fencing  for  the  same, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1501).  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward 
16,  who  saiii  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  work  in 
progress  as  soon  as  ossible,  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Orders  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
$1000  for  team  work  for  Common,  etc. ;  authoriz- 
ing an  additional  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$12110  for  improving  lilackstone  and  Franklin 
squares;  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $2200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason 
work  and  painting  for  Common,  etc.;  authorizing 
an  additional  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $800 
for  the  purchase  of  sods  for  Common,  etc.  Sev- 
erally ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
confer  with  the  New  York  &   New  England  Rail- 


an  agreement  thereon.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  to  be  made  for 
building  a  in  ison  carriage  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
$1000. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  presume  it  is  all  right, 
out  I  should  like  to  ask  why  it  is  necessary  to  have 
that  amount  to  build  a  prison  carriage.  1  did  not 
suppose  a  carriage  should  cost  anything  like  that 
amount,  and  while  in  these  times  criticism  is  prop- 
erly being  made  upon  the  expenditures  by  the 
City-Government,— with  our  debt  amounting  to 
forty-three  millions  of  dollars,— we  should  know 
why  it  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  a  thousaud 
dollars  for  a  prison  carnage.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  enormous  sum.  If  the  Committee  on  Health 
can  explain  why  it  is  necessary,  I  shall  be  ready 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  "Ward  16— There  have  recently 
been  established  two  municipal  courts,  one  in 
East  Boston  and  one  in  South  Boston,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  the  prisoners  from  the  court 
room  to  the  island  or  wherever  they  are  to  go.  It 
is  impossible  for  the  Superintendent  of  Health  to 
do  that  with  his  present  conveniences  and  he  has 
asked  for  this  appropriation  for  $1000  to  build 
another  carriage.  A  van  was  recently  built  which 
cost  some  $600,  though  I  do  not  exactly  remember 
the  amount ;  I  do  not  suppose  this  one  will  cost 
more  than  that,  but  we  have  asked  for  enough  to 
cover  the  expense.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  another  carriage. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  sort  of  objection 
to  what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  but  this  seems  to 
be  an  enormous  sum,  and  that  is  why  I  raise  the 
point  at  this  time.  It  may  be  necessary  to  appro- 
priate that  amount,  but  I  should  think  that  $1000 
would  be  enough  to  build  three  carriages.  The 
gentleman  ;  ays  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  spend 
more  than  $600 ;  I  should  think  $600  would  be 
enough  to  build  two  carnages  at  least.  As  has 
been  said,  the  expenditures  of  the  city  have  in- 
creased to  an  enormous  extent,  and  they  are  to- 
day receiving  the  criticism  of  the  people.  If  it  is 
necessary  to  make  this  expenditure  1  shall  vote 
for  it ;  but  unless  it  is  necessary  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it.  My  worthy  friend  from  Ward  10  has  stated 
reasons  which  are  certainly  satisfactoiy  to  him, 
but  if  it  costs  only  $600,  why  is  it  necessary  to 
appropriate  $1000? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— We  had  occasion  to 
build  one  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  after  a  lono- 
search  we  got  one  at  the  lowest  price  that  could 
b_  obtained— I  think  it  cost  s750,  though  I  am  not 
sure.     I  am  certain  that  the   Committee  on  Health 


will  not  spend  more  than  $750  if  it  can  be  done  for 
that.  It  will  be  done  by  the  person  who  will  do  it 
for  the  least  money. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  will  guarantee  here  to 
furnish  one  for  $300,  and  I  make  that  proposition 
in  all  honestv  and  good  faith.  1  do  not  know  who 
thev  are,  but  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  there 
are  forty  carriage  manufacturers  in  boston,  today, 
who  would  be  glad  to  furnish  one  for  that  price. 
I  have  made  n,v  statement  ami  1  am  satisfied  with 
it. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  leading,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  the  o'rder  was  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  extension  of  the  main 
water  pipe,  from  its  present  termination  in  Canal 
street,  to  City  square.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  said  extension,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $15,000.  Passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  who  said 
the  report  stated  that  it  was  important  to  have 
the  work  done  forthwith,  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the 
construction  of  Eastern-avenue  P.ridge  over  Fort 
Point  Channel,  including  draw  and  apparatus,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  $185,000.  The  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 
stated  that  as  this  is  a  matter  which  the  city  has 
got  to  do,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  contract 
should  be  closed  up  as  soon  as  possible,  he  would 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  order  was  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale.by  public  auction,  on 
July  10,  of  the  buildings  numbered  11  and  37 
Washington  square.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  and  order  au- 
thorizing a  transfer  of  $5200  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary  School- 
houses,  East  Boston.  The  order  was  substituted 
for  the  one  originally  reported  from  the,  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $104,000  for  the 
widening  of  Beach  street,  and  to  be  called  "Street 
Imorovement  Loan,  Beach  street."  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  election  of  Thomas 
J.  Gargan  as  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  in  the  place 
of  George  Fabyan,  deceased,  and  certificate  of 
the  election  of  Charles  Hulbert  as  such  Overseer. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

BOSTON,  July  9, 1874. 

E.  O.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 
Council  :  Dear  Sir— As  I  am  informed  of  my  hav- 
ing been  chosen  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  and,  as  the  said  action  is  to  come  be- 
fore the  Common  Council  this  evening  for  then- 
confirmation,  I  hereby  inform  you,  and  request 
that  you  will  so  inform  the  Council,  that  I  respect- 
fully'decline  (and  that  positively)  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  position,  as  I  am  so  circumstanced 
that  I  cannot  consistently  add  to  my  responsibili- 
ties at  the  present  time.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  with 
great  respect,  Charles  Hulbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Perkins  of  Ward 
16,  and  Woods  of  Ward  s  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  ol  votes  cast 56 

Necessary  tn  a  choice 29 

Thomas  J.  Gargan  had 29 

Charles  Hulbert 12 

Samuel  M.  Quincy 2 

W.  G.  Train 2 

John  Brown 5 

Thomas  J.  Brown 1 

Harrison  Loring 1 

G.  A.  Shaw 1 

W.  A.  Prescott 1 

A.  W.  Folsom 1 

Lydia  M.  Warner 1 

and  Mr.  Gargan  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council,  in  non-concurrence. 

THE  NEW   WATER    BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  there- 
port  and  an  ordnance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board.    (City  Document  No.  53,  1874). 

The  ordnance  was  read  the  second  time  and  the 
question  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  regret,  sir.  that  some  of 
the  gentlemen  composing  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances are  not  here,  this  evening;  if  they  were 
here,  I  suppose  thev  would  defend  their  report. 
But  I  would  state  that  this  subject  was  before  the 
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Committee  on  Water,  who  gave  it  a  very  careful 
consideration;  they  invited  all  the  living  ex- 
presidents  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  before 
them,  and  they  were  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  department  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  new  Water  Board,  or 
commission,  whichever  we  may  call  it,  and 
that  authority  ro  do  so  should  be'  obtained  from 
the  Legislature  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  From 
their  experience,  they  thought  that  it  was  impos- 
sible, in  the  present  condition  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  works  and  the  prospective  extension 
of  the  works,  for  any  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  properly  manage  the  affairs  of  the  depart- 
ment; that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  paid  com- 
mission of  three  persons  appointed,  who  should 
give  their  whole  time  to  the  work  and  attend  to  it 
exclusively.  The  ordinance,  as  drawn,  would 
seem  to  me  to  be  perfectly  plain  to  any  one  who 
wishes  to  have  it  so.  The  authority"  given  to 
the  Boston  AVater  Board  is  simply  that  now 
exercised  by  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
boards,  with*  the  exception  of  allowing  them 
to  fix  the  water  rates.  Other  than  that,  there  is 
no  change.  I  find  on  my  desk— what  I  consider  to 
be  an  unheard-of  and  unwarranted  proceeding— 
the  printed  opinion  of  two  persons  not  residents 
of  the  citv  of  Boston,  addressed  to  a  member  of 
the  City  Government,  and  designed  to  influence 
the  action  of  members  of  the  City  Council  upon 
this  question.  A  few  month-  ago  It  was  proposed 
to  ask  our  own  City  Solicitor  ami  City  Engineer  to 
give  us  such  information  as  we  desired,  but  it  was 
objected  to  as  being  ••unwarranted  and  unheard 
of" ;  and  yet  here  is  a  document  signed  by  persons 
who  are  not  citizens  of  Boston  for  the  express 
purpose  of  influencing  our  action  on  this  impor- 
tant matter. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  one  question? 

Mr.  Pease— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Flynn—  Was  it  not  understood  by  members 
of  the  committee  that  while  some  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
tain  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Paine? 

Mr.  Pease — At  no  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  at  which  I  was  present— and  I  have  attend- 
ed even'  one  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it — 
has  such  action  been  taken.  The  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  has  been  obtained,  and  he  says  the 
ordinance  is  correct.  Parties  have  been  trying  to 
get  the  opinions  of  other  lawyers,  but  they  do  not 
dare  to  bring  them  to  City  Hall.  I  say  it  is  unwar- 
rantable for  parties  outside  of  Boston  to  come  in 
here  and  try  to  influence  the  City  Govern- 
ment proceedings.  As  I  said  before,  I 
wish  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  were  all  present  to  defend  this  report. 
If  I  supposed  for  a  moment  that  there  was  a  par- 
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being  taken  in  anything  that  \w  do.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  tlic  committee,  and  so  stated 
by  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the  only  authority  given 
to  this  new  organization  is  that  now  exercised  by 
the  present  boards.  I  may  state  now  that  the. 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  [Mr. 
Dean  of  Ward  lL'J  requested  me  not  to  press  this 
matter  to  a  vote  tonight,  as  he  could  not  be  here ; 
but  I  certainly  hope  that  some  hour  may  be  desig- 
nated for  taking  the  final  vote  next  Thursday 
evening. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  am  glad  I  asked  the 
question,  because  I  am  certain  that  there  was 
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to  be  done.  The  fact  is  that  the  opinions  of 
two  gentlemen  are  selected  from  a  variety  of  opin- 
ions which  have  been  obtained.  I  could  brim;  the 
opinion  of  a  lawyer  to  whom  the  opinion  of 
City  Solicitor  Healy's  and  this  opinion  were  sub- 
mitted, who  said  the  difference  was.  that  one  was 
good  law  and  the  other  was  not.  I  am  not  a  law- 
yer myself,  but  I  kuow  enough  from  common  re- 
port to  distrust  one  of  these  gentlemen's  opinions. 
When  I  consider  the  district  he  lives  in,  and  his 
interests  there.  1  attach  no  sort  of  importance  to 
his  opinion.  I  feel  justified  iu  saying  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  a  very  thorough 
examination,  of  not  onlv  the  legal  bearings  of  the 
ordinance,  but  of  the  question  in  all  its  bearings, 
came  decidedly  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have 
reported.  And  the  chairman— I  do  not  know  that 
Iau>  justified  in  saying  much  in  his  absence— al- 
though it  is  known  that  he  is,  in  the  abstract, 
opposed  to  commissions,  it  is  understood  that  he 
will  favor  this  ordinance,  being  convinced  that 
this  is  the  best  way  to  manage  the  Water  Depart- 
ment. I  do  not  suppose  that  a  vote  will  be 
reached  tonight. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  by 
what  authority  was  this  law  framed,  and  who 
framed  it;  whether  the  City  Solicitor  or  a  com- 
mittee asked  tor  this  law  to  be  passed,  and  whether 
the  City  Council  ever  gave  authority  to  any  com- 
mittee to  a-k  for  such  a  law. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— Does  the  gentleman  al- 
lude to  the  legislative  enactment. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  cannot  answer  that. 
The  ordinance  was  originally  drawn  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  this  matter 
be  especially  assigned  for  nine  o'clock  next 
Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9 — I  have  not  heard  the  first 
reason  given  for  a  postponement,  or  why,  if  we 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  tonight,  it  should  not  be 
settled  tonight,  except  that  one  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  is  absent,  would 
like  to  have  ii  postponed.  Very  likely  he  may 
fear  that  without  his  presence 'and  favor  it  may 
not  pass  this  branch,  or  might  not  receive  a  full 
vote.  But  I  think  we  are  quite  competent  to  go 
on  with  the  discussion  of  the  question,  and  if  we 
make  up  oui  minds  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  would  object  to  our  tak- 
ing a  vote. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  there  is  no  objection  I 
will  withdraw  my  motion  to  postpone  till  next 
Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  '.)— 1  did  not  understand  Jhat 
the  gentleman  from  Ward",  particularly  desired 
to  postpone  it.  Having  assigned  the  ordinance 
for  tonight,  I  think  we  may  as  well  discuss  it  and 
act  upon  it.  While  we  have  laid  over  the  matter 
of  taking  Sudbury  River  we  have  this  ordinance 
before  us,  which  is  second  only  to  the  question  of 
a  water  supply.  We  all  know  that  there  is  at 
present  a  great  waste  of  water  in  this  city,  and 
that  the  present  Water  Board  has  no  power  to 
control  or  prevent  that  waste,  and  one  great 
feature  of  this  ordinance  is  that  we  confer  upon 
the  new  board  that  power  by  allowing  them  to  fix 
the  water  rates,  so  that '  they  shall  be  able 
to  control  the  waste  and  in  all  probability 
greatly  reduce  it.  which  will  largely  increase  the 
supply.  These  legal  opinions  which  have  been 
produced  here  tonight,  I  say,  should  have  no 
weight  with  this  Council.  We  have  a  legal  author- 
ity, elected  bv  our  own  votes,  with  whom  we  arc 
bound  to  confer.  We  have  referred  this  matter  to 
him,  and  he  lias  stated  the  extent  of  the  authority 
here  conferred  upon  the  new  board.  I  have  look- 
ed over  this  legal  opinion  and,  without  any  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  law,  it  strikes  me  thatyou 
can  read  it  one  way  or  the  other,  just  as  you 'de- 
sire it.  If  I  desired  to  know  whether  or  not  the 
law  conferred  certain  powers  upon  the  new  board, 
I  could  construe  this  opinion  either  way.  As  I 
view  it,  the  point  thai  these  lawyers  make  is  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  City   Council    accepting  this 
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As  I  understand  it,  we  simply  confer  upon 
the  new  board  all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the 
two  boards.  The  arguments  which  have  been  used 
against  commissions  in  general  have  been  that  we 
take  from  ihe  people  powers  which  belong  to 
them,  and  confer  them  upon  agents  who  are 
themselves  not  directly  from  the  people.  At  the 
present  time  our  Cochituate  "Water  Board  consists 
of  seven  members,  four  of  whom  are  taken  at 
large  and  three  are  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of 
the"  City  Council.  The  people  have  no  voice  or 
vote  whatever  in  the  election  of  the  present  Water 
Board;  thev  are  nominated  by  a  committee  of  the 
City  Council  in  the  usual  way;  the  nominees  are 
presented  to  us  and  we  vote  upon  them.  To  me, 
that  is  a  most  objectionable  way  of  arriving  at  cor- 
rect conclusions  with  reference  to  the  election  of 
city  officers.  For  instance,  some  members  are  elect- 
ed'to  the  Council  every  year  who  have  in  view 
at  the  time  they  are  elected  the  securing  of  cer- 
tain positions  for  certain  persons.  That  is  all  fair 
and  right.  Thev  come  here.  "We  all  know  from 
experience  that'a  member  rises  here  at  the  proper 
time  and  moves  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  suitable  person  for  a  certain  position  ; 
that  membei  is  appointed  upon  the  committee 
and  the  officer  is  nominated.  No  other  name  is 
brought  in  except  that  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee; we  find  the  name  on  our  desks;  if 
no  objection  is  raised  to  the  candidate,  we 
accept  the  report  and  we  go  right  through  an 
election  for  city  officers  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  their  fitness  for  the  positions,  except 
in  the  cases  of  a  few  heads  of  departments 
who  are  known  to  us.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  ob- 
jectionable way.  AVe  elect  men  to  office  every  year 
without  knowing  much  of  anything  about' their 
responsibility  or  character:  nothing  is  said  about 
their  qualifications.  We  elect  the  present  "Water 
Board  in  that  way.  The  new  ordinance  provides 
that  the  nominations  -hall  be  made  by  the  Mayor, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City* Council."  It- 
does  not  take  from  the  City  Council  any  authority 
that  it  at  present  possesses".  But  the  Mayor  takes 
the  responsibility  of  the  nominations:  lie  makes 
his  nominations 'from  those  whom  he  believes  to 
be  adapted  for  the  position,  and  we  vote  yea 
or  nay  on  them  precisely  as  we  do  at 
the  present  time  upon  the  nomination  of 
a  committee  made  in  the  usual  form,  and 
we  shall  have  precisely  the  same  position  that  we 
have  now  in  regard  to  the  election  of  a  Water 
Board.  Then,  su-,  the  new  "Water  Board  is  shorn 
of  all  authority  independent  of  the  action  of  the 
City  Council.  So  far  as  my  individual  prefer- 
ences go,  I  would  prefer  to  have  a  board  more  in- 
dependent than  this  ordinance  provides  for,  but 
still  it  provides  [section  3]  that  "the  Boston 
AVater  Board,  as  hereby  constituted,  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  and 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  prescribed  to, 
the  Cochituate  AVater  Board  and  the  Mys- 
tic AVater  Board,  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
now  in  force."  And  here  is  the  important  quali- 
fication :  ''Subject,  however,  to  the  authority  of 
the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordinan- 
ces, orders,  resolutions,  to  instinct  said  board,  and 
to  change  and  limit  its  powers."  I  am  sure  no 
member  of  this  Council  who,  heretofore,  has  op- 
posed commissions  because  they  had  powers  en- 
abling them  to  act  independently  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, can  bring  that  objection  to  the  present 
ordinance  constituting  the  new  AVater  Board. 
AVe  hold  all  the  power,  by  ordinances,  orders  or 
resolutions  to  restrict  their  action  precisely  as  we 
do  over  the  present  Water  Board.  But  there 
is  another  great  gain  over  the  old  board. 
Instead  of  seven  members,  we  reduce  it  to 
three.  Now,  it  is  the  experience  of  all  large  com- 
mittees— and  I  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
present  AVater  Board— that  in  committees  of  seven , 
usually  the  information  is  almost  always  restrict- 
ed to  three  or  four.  The  present  board  is  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  who  have  other  business  on 
hand,  who  are  not  paid  for  their  services,  and  are 
not  expected  to  give  their  entire  time  to  the  work. 
AA'e  know  that  the  interest  of  the  water  question 
demands  the  entire  time  and  attention  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  capable  men.  This  ordinance  pro- 
vides that  the  new  board  -hall  consist  of  three  men, 
and  that  they  shall  give  their  entire  time  to  the 
interest  of  the  water  question.  That,  it  seems  to 
me. — and  I  think  it  must  appear  to  every  other 
member  of  the  City  Council,— is  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage over  the  present  organization  of  the 
AVater  Board.  Therefore,  I  cannqj  understand 
how  gentlemen,  who  have  heretofore  objected  to 
commissions  because    they   hold   powers  belong- 


ing to  the  people,  can  bring  that  objec- 
tion against  the  organization  of  the  new 
Water  Board.  That  seems  to  cover  the 
whole  case.  It  is  well  known  that  our  water- 
supply  involves  an  annual  expendituie  of  one  or 
two  mil'ions  of  dollars,  and  that  in  the  future  we 
have  got  to  spend  five  millions  or  more  to  ob- 
tain an  additional  supply,  and  the  disbursement 
of  that  money  will  lie  with  the  Water  Board. 
While  we  have  the  testimony  of  former  presidents 
and  the  present  president  of  the  AVater  Board,  I 
do  not  think  we  require  evidence  from  any  other 
source  with  reference  to  the  desirability  of  the 
change.  Furthermore,  we  have  had  pressed  upon 
us  the  import  a  nee  of  gran  ting  to  the  board  authori- 
ty to  restrict  the  waste  of  water,  and  this  in  itself 
is  enough  to  warrant  immediate  action.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  afford  to  wait  a  week,  for  if  we  can- 
not determine  upon  the  source  for  an  additional 
water  supply,  we  should  go  ahead  and  give  them 
authority  to' prevent  the 'present  waste.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  we  shall  not  postpone  action  merely 
because  one  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances is  absent.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  opposi- 
tion to  immediate  action  on  this  most  important 
matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5— To  a  good  deal  of  the  con- 
cluding remarks  ot  the  gentleman  I  shall  agree, 
and  that  is  that  proper  authority  should  be  grant- 
ed to  check  the  waste  of  water.  But  I  shall  en- 
tirely disagree  with  the  first  part  of  his  remarks 
—that  members  are  elected  here  to  nominate  per- 
sons to  certain  positions— for  that  is  a  libel  upon 
the  Council.  I  deny  the  truth  of  that  statement. 
The  gentleman  froin  AVard  9  may,  but  I  do  not 
come  here  to  elect  anybody  to  office.  I  came  here 
to  do  my  duty,  and  not  to  nominate  unfit  candi- 
dates tor  office.  Now,  sir,  one  honorable  gentle- 
man is  absent  who  desires  to  speak  upon  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  prolong 
this  matter  of  such  great  interest  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  until  he  has  had  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent his  views.  Now  let  us  understand  what  this  is 
An  act  has  been  passed  and  has  become  the  law 
of  the  Commonwealth,  that  certain  powers  shall  be 
given  to  the  City  Government;  and  I  say,  sir,  that 
if  the  City  Council  undertake  to  exercise  the  ar- 
bitrary authority  which  is  there  proposed,  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  will  be  authorized,  warranted  to 
rise  and  see  that  we  shall  be  sent  liome  from  our 
places  here.  AVhy,  sir,  what  is  this  law?  I  had 
the  honor,  in  my  place  in  the  Legislature,  to  op- 
pose it  in  some  particulars.  I  was  defeated.  It 
is  not  the  first  time  I  have  been  defeated, 
sir,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time  in  which 
defeat  has  proved  a  success.  There  is  a 
principle  embodied  in  tins  matter,  sir.  AVhat  is 
it?  Let  us  know  what  it  is.  Let  us  proclaim  it  to 
our  constituents  who  pay  the  taxes.  It  is  that  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  is  at  ibe  top  ami  bottom  of 
this  proposition.  It  is  nothing  else,  and  let  it  be 
proclaimed  to  the  people,  who  will  have  to  pay  for 
it.  It  is  nothing  more  or  less,  sir,  than  that  if  you 
accept  this  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  you  au- 
thorize this  new  commission  to  exercise  arbitrary 
power.  It  is  a  one-man  commission,  a  one-man 
power.  A  board  of  three  is  always  controlled  by 
one  man;  no  matter  who  he  is,  one  man  controls 
the  majority,  ami  he  decides— what,  sir?— that  the 
power  granted  by  the  Legislature  is  supreme,  and 
that  that  commission  ha-  the  right  to  go  and  take 
Sudbury  River,  its  rights  and  waters,  in  order  to 
provide  the  city  of  Boston  with  a  supply,  no  matter 
at  what  expense;  no  matter  what  the  damages, 
actual  cr  consequent ;  no  matter  what  the  expendi- 
ture, whether  immediate  or  remote.  Now,  sir-,  I 
find  upon  my  desk  this  evening,— I  have  not  had 
time  to  read'it  except,  substantially  its  concluding 
sentence,— I  find  here  a  documentwritten  and  ad- 
dressed to  an  honorable  Aldei  man  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  signed  by  two  eminent  advocates'and 
attorneys  at  law,  whose  powers,  brains  and  judg- 
ment no  man  in  this  Commonwealth  can  deny 
And  I  find,  what,  sir?  I  find  its  concluding  pas- 
sage to  be  this: 

"AVe  believe,  therefore,  that  the  AVater  Board, 
when  once  appointed  and  established  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1ST4,  will  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  do  all  the  acts  that  the  Legisla- 
ture has  empowered  it  to  do,  the  city  of  Boston 
with  its  action  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

AVhere  are  we,  sir,  as  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  city  of  Boston? 

"For  an  example,  suppose  that  the  Water  Board 
should  determine  that  in  supplying  Boston  or 
other  cities  and  towns  with  pure  water,  whether 
it  were  in  their  judgment  to  take  any  land  or 
water  rights  which  the  city  of  Boston  are  now  em- 
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powered  to  take,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  competent  for  them  so  to  do,  and  that  then- 
acts  would  bind  the  city,  notwithstanding  any 
votes  or  acts  of  the  City  Council  in  objection 
thereto." 

Bind  the  city,  sir!  notwithstanding  any  vote  or 
rights  of  the' City  Council  in  objection  thereto! 
Now.  Mr.  President.  I  am  in  favor  ot  a  Water  Com- 
mission. 1  believe  in  it.  a~  I  believed  in  a  Fire  Com- 
mission and  Health  Commission,  and  in  a  Commis- 
sion on  Streets.  I  am  one  ot  its  most  earnest — no 
sir,  one  of  its  weakest— advocates.  Nevertheless, 
let  us  not,  with  the  light  and  experience  that  we 
have  before  us.  establish  another  commission  un- 
til we  can  control  it  by  the  power  and  right  with 
which  we  are  invested  by  the  people.  Is  there  a 
check  upon  any  commission,  upon  the  Fire  Com- 
mission, whenever  it  may  exercise  an  arbitrary 
authority?  It  closes  its  doors  against  the  people; 
it  holds  its  sessions  in  secret.  Whatever  we  may 
say  or  do  here,  our  acts  are  sent  broadcast  to  the 
world,  to  our  constituents.  The  Fire  and  Health 
commissions  close  their  doors  to  the  people.  The 
Street  Commission  is  different.  Its  doors  are  open 
to  everybody.  Whatever  we  may  say  here  is  sub- 
ject to  discussion,  to  all  sort-  of  discrimination 
by  the  people.  But,  sir,  we  propose  to  inaugurate 
a 'commission  to  sit  with  closed  doors,  with  no 
check  from  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  appropriating  •  money  for  them  with  no 
sort  of   shadow   of    check    upon    their    action. 


:  against  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  right, 
and  therefore  I  oppose  it.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
result  of  the  appointment  of  such  a  commission? 
We  make  a  board  of  three  commissioners  with  no 
check  upon  them,  and  one  man  controls  that  body. 
Every  man  of  sense  can  see  it.  One  man  holds 
the  balance  of  power  and  exercises  it  as  he  may 
see  fit.  whether  in  his  pecuniary  interest  or  by  rea- 
son of  any  other  interest;  whatever  maybe  his 
interest,  he  controls  it.  I  am  opposed  to  any  such 
thin"-.  They  may  fix  the  water  rates  and  pass 
upon  tne  wliole  matter;  tliey  may  fix  the  rates  at 
which  the  whole  water  is  supplied,  and  we  have 
no  check  upon  them.  I  only  ask  that  the  City 
Council  shall  have  some  check  upon  them ;  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  its  wisdom,  in 
its  profound  wisdom,  in  its  astute  wis- 
dom, and  in  the  wisdom  with  which  it  is 
empowered,  and  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, coming  directly  from  the  people,  shall 
have  some  check  upon  them,— and  not  that  the 
commission  shall -it  with  closed  doors  and  exer- 
cise powers  which  their  dictum  shall  suggest,  and 
which  may  not  be  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 
I  shall  hope  that  no  such  arbitrary  authority  shall 
be  exercised  by  us  here.  If  it  is  exercised",  I  call 
it  an  arbitrary  authority  with  which  we  are. not 
invested  by  the  people!  I  shall  hope,  sir,  tnat 
while  this  matter  is  in  doubt,  we  shall  take  the 
advantage  of  that  doubt :  and  when  we  shall  have 
become  satisfied  thai  the  thing  is  right,  I  have  not 
a  doubt  that   this    Council  will  vote  for  it.    Be- 


lieving that  this  thing  is  wrong,   1  cannot  sit  here 

and  advocate  the  passage  of  this 

our  constituents  shall  he   controlled    by  it.    There 
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i  time  enough.  Nothing  will  be  lost  by  delay.  If 
it  is  good  it  will  keep;  if  it  is  bad  we  do  not  desire 
it  to  keep.  Let  us  act  judiciously;  let  us  not 
act  hastily;  let  the  people  advise  us 
and  when  we  shall  be  advised  by  them  that 
we  are  either  wrong  or  right,  then  we  can  act. 
With  the  light  I  have  before  me  I- cannot  advo- 
cate the  passage  of  any  order  or  Ordinance  which 
shall  confer  the  arbitrary  power  which  this  propo- 
sition appears  to  me  to  do,  anil  which  I  believe  to 
be  against  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— I  want  to  say  just  one 
word.  I  have  the  best  authority  foi  Baying  that 
this  legislative  enactment  makes  the  proposed 
AVater  'Board  an  agent  of  the  city  to  do  what  the 
City  authorizes  it  to  do,  and  nothing  more.  Let 
tne  gentleman  from  Ward  5  turn  to  section  3  of 
the  ordinance  and  read  the  clause  which  was  in- 
serted by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances on   the   part  of  this  branch,  as  follows : 

"Subject,  however,  to  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordinances,  Orders 
or  resolutions,  to  instruct  said  board,  and  to 
change  and  limit  its  power-." 

The  gentleman  must  find  that  the  power  df.  the 
board  is  anything  but  arbitrary.  It  is  subject  en- 
tirely, as  I  understand  it,  to  tin  authority  of  the 
Citv' Government.  1  will  vote  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  against  any  commission  that  is  ar- 
bitrary.   I  do  not  think  it  is  our  duty  to   put  the 


entire  control  of  any  departmnnt  out  of  our 
hands.  As  drawn,  this  ordinance  is  very  careful- 
ly guarded,  and  the  power  conferred  is  anything 
but  arbitrary.  The  gentleman  instances  their 
right  to  fix  water  rates.  If  I  recollect  rightly, 
there  is  a  statute  which  authorizes  the  changing 
of  the  rates  at  any  time  when  it  is  petitioned  for 
by  one  hundred  citizens.  They  can  come  here 
and  have  the  matter  investigated.  I  cannot  see 
that  the  power  is  arbitrary.  I  did  not  suppose  a 
vote  would  be  reached  vonight.  and  do  not  desire 
to  press  the  matter.  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear 
it  discussed  by  the  gentleman  Ironi  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— It  is  very  clear  from 
the  statements  made  here  this  evening  and  in  the 
debates  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  some  per- 
sons have  a  fundamental  objection  to  tke  new- 
Water  Board  from  the  phraseology  of  the  act. 
This  objection  is  expressed  in  the  opinion  of 
H.  W.  Paine  and  General  Butler.  I  think 
i  am  empowered  to  state,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  that 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  from  the  first 
moment  when  this  act  was  drafted  to  the  time  it 
was  passed,  no  suggestion  was  made  and  no 
thought  entered  the  minds  of  the  committee  that 
any  such  construction,  as  has  now  been  given, 
could  possibly  be  put  upon  this  act.  There  was 
no  intention,  either  in  the  minds  of  the  committee 
or  assistant  City  Solicitor,— who.  of  course,  is  con- 
sulted in  the  drawing  of  such  acts,— or,  I  am  con- 
vinced, in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  there  was  any  power  given  to  this 
Water  Hoard  to  act  independently  of  the  city. 
Now  that  in  itself,  if  it  ever  came  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  would  be  an  exceedingly 
strong  point,  as  showing  what  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  m  passing  this  act  was,  as  throw- 
ing light  upon  the  meaning  anil  intention  of  the 
act.  If  the  words  of  the  act  do  by  a  fair  construc- 
tion express  this  intention,— ami  nobody  can  deny 
that  they  do,— the  Supreme  Court  will  give  them 
that  construction.  No  other  construction  was 
ever  suggested  by  either  the  supporters  or  oppo- 
nents or  the  act,  and  the  Supreme  Court  will  not 
resort  to  a  verbal  quibble  to  give  sucha  forced 
construction  as  is  at  this  late  day  claimed  by  the 
opponents  of  commissions.  1  was  present  in  the 
House  when  this  act  was  passed,  and  no  op- 
position was  made  to  it  except  by  the  gentleman 
from  Boston  [Mr.  Hale]  who  made  an  amendment 
to  the  clause  fixing  the  water  rates,  viz. :  "Subject 
to  the  provision  ot.  sections  12  and  13  of  chapter 
167  of  the  acts  of  1846"  ;  and  to  section  3  opposition 
was  made  by  Mr.  Dacey,  formerly  of  this  Coun- 
cil, and  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  to 
the  clause  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  board. 
That  section    was   debated    for  half  an  hour,  and 


5,  or  anybody,  to  the  phraseology  which 
it  is  now  contended  gives  the  board  power  to  take 
water  lights  independently  of  the  City  Council. 
This  opinion  was  only  an  afterthought  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch,  who  has  taken  legal 
advice  at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  this 
opinion  to  the  members  of  the  City  Government 
in  the  extraordinary  manner  which  has  been 
most  justly  condemned  this  evening.  I  only  wish 
to  state  that  in  the  mind  of  any  one  having  charge 
of  the  act,  no  thought  of  such  a  construction 
was  entertained.  The  only  obvious  and  sensible 
construction  of  the  act  is  that  given  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  that  the  new  board  is  capable  of  being 
made  the  agent  of  the  city  whenever  the  city 
chooses  to  make  it  such.  It  is  very  easy  for  any- 
body with  the  slightest  legal  training  to  see  that 
the  "opinion"  of  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Paine, 
placed  on  our  desks  tonight,  is  ingenious  and 
plausible,  but  in  logic  and  fairness  of  statement 
is  much  weaker  than  the  clear,  sensible  opinion 
of  Mr.  Healy. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  do  not  think  1  charged 
any  intention.  I  take  the  law  as  1  find  it.  When 
my  young  friend  from  the  Highlands  states  that  it 
is  a  very  weak  opinion,  let  him  set  up  bis  ipsi 
riixil  against  the  opinion  of  General  butler  and 
Mr.  H.W.  Paine.  Who  charged anysuch  intention? 
I  only  take  the  law  as  I  find  it  today  upon  the 
statute  book.  Whether  I  or  anybody  else  opposed 
it  or  not,  it  is  the  law  today,  and  what  is  its  effect? 
It  is  the  opinion  of  eminent  men  old  enough  to  be 

birrary  law'!  That  is  ind't'lV'opii'u'on  of  iny'Vnrt.iij 
young  friend  ;  his  intentions  are  virtuous.  I  know; 

but  when  he  shall  have  stood   up  in    the   Supre 

Court  and  staled  his  opinion  against  that  of  Gen- 
eral butler  and  Mr.  Paine,  as   to   this  law,  then    1 
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suppose  General  Butler  and  Mr.  Paine  will  go 
down. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17 — I  hope  that  this  attempt 
to  influence  our  action  in  this  underhanded  way 
will  meet  with  the  contempt  that  it  deserves.  I 
do  not  care  whether  it  is  the  opinion  of  one  man 
or  a  whole  committee  :  it  is  no  less  a  case  for  con- 
tempt. Is  it  proper  that  coun-el  should  be  invited 
here  to  speak  upon  this  floor?  Have  they  a  right 
to  appear  on  this  floor  to  influence  our  .-judgment, 
whether  they  appear  in  person  or  in  print  ?  When 
I  say  it  is  a'  proper  case  for  contempt.  I  do  not 
mea'n  the  legal  opinion,  but  the  attempt  to  influ- 
ence our  action  that  should  be  so  treated.  The 
manner  in  which  the  questions  are  asked,  ana  the 
way  in  winch  the  subject  has  been  presented,  aie 
sufficient  to  deprive  the  persons  from  whom 
the  opinion  emanated  of  any  claim  to  a  can- 
did expression  of  his  feelings  and,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  prevent  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  judg- 
ment. Now.  the  questions  are  put  in  this  inge- 
nious way:  "First— Has  the  city  option,  through 
its  Council,  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  18T4, 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board?''  They  say  it  has.  Then  they  go  on  to 
say  that,  if  this  act  is  not  accepted,  can  we 
alter,  reconstruct  and  remodel  the  old  board, 
so  that  it  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  us. 
That  question  is  not  very  elaborately  discussed? 
but  they  think  we  can.  Then  they  go  on 
to  say,  supposing  we  do  acre):  hi-  a  ■:'.  will  you 
nlease  recite  to  the  Common  Council  the  awful 
consequences  which  will  follow.  And  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do,  gb  on 
to  say  so  aud  so.  Why  was  not  the  fourth  ques- 
tion asked?  Why  was  it  not  asked  what  powers 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  have  now?  I  am 
afraid  I  am  not  sufficiently  conversant  with  this 
subject,  hut  I  think  that  those  particular  powers 
exercised  today  are  no  less  dangerous  than  are 
those  which  we  intend  to  give  the  new  board.  The 
whole  question  seems  to  lie  in  a  nutshell :  Shall 
we  have  a  board  of  seven  or  three,  each  board 
having  the  same  power? — I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  powers  are  the  same— shall  we  have  a  board 
of  competent  persons  paid  to  do  their  duty, 
obliged  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  it?  or  shall 
we  have  persons  not  paid  and  not  obliged  to  de- 
vote their  whole  time  to  it  ?  And,  lastly,'  shall  we 
have  an  efficient  board  of  three  persons,  or  shall 
we  have  one  of  adverse  elements  and  uncertain 
movements,  composed  of  seven?  It  seems  tome 
that  is  really  the  whole  question,  and  we  are 
merely  choosing-  between  those  two  boards  of 
equal  and   co-ordinate  powers. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  It 
might  seem  strange  that  I  should' make  such  a 
motion,  but  I  do  not  think  we  can  act  upon  it  yet. 
We  have  had  a  great  many  committees  hunting 
up  information,"  and,  I  think  we  cannot  get 
the  question  decided.  Besides,  it  would  be 
a  grand  question  for  politics  next  fall. 
There  would  be  two  parties  in  the  field, 
commission  or  no  commission.  Personally  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  commission.  I  have  studied  law  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  my  knowledge  is  not  yet  suffi- 
cient to  reply  to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
attached  to  this  opinion.  As  I  am  certain  of  a  re- 
election, I  think  if  we  lay  this  matter  over  I  can 
then  come  here  and  add  my  voice  to  the  protests 
against  putting  this  document  here  to  influence 
our  action  upon  this  question. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  Citv  Council  was 
lost. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— There  is  one  reason  why 
I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  postponed  this 
evening.  It  has  teen  under  consideration  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinance-  and  in  the  City  Council 
since  last  April,  and  it  is  very  well  known  what 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  has  been.  It 
has  been  of  such  magnitude  that  members  have 
from  time  to  time  asked  when  the  committee  were 
going  to  report,— desiring  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  delay.  It  has  therefore  received  full  con- 
sideration. Another  reason  is  that  this  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  last  meeting  but  one  before  the 
fall,  and  I  believe  that  the  object  of  those 
who  do  not  wish  a  vote  tonight  is  to 
lay  it  over  till  next  Thursday  evening,  and  then 
to  try  and  throw  it  over  till  "next  fall,  and  then  to 
let  it  take  its  chances.  Now,  I  would  ask  the 
Council  whether  the  subject  of  controlling  the 
water  supply  and  stopping  the  waste  i*  not  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  action  in  putting  authoritv  in 
the  hands  of  some  parties,  so  that  the  waste' can 
be  controlled.  We  have  debated  the  water 
supply  here  for  months,  ana    \>ut    that   off    till 


next  fall.  The  next  question  in  importance 
is  to  save  what  water  we  have  now,  and 
the  only  way  we  can  do  it  is  to  authorize  the 
Water  Board  to  restrict  that  waste.  If  the 
proposition  to  extend  the  time  had  not  come  from 
the  friends  of  this  ordinance,  I  should  not  have 
a  word  to  say  against  it;  but  when  it  is  brought 
forward  by  those  known  to  be  opposed  to  it,  and 
for  the  reasons  which  they  have  given  tonight,  I 
am  in  favor  of  pressing  it  to  a  vote  tonight. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  may  be  expected 
that  the  few  legal  members  of  this  body  should 
state  their  views  of  the  two  legal  opinions  before 
us  tonight.  I  may  state  that  I  accept  with  great 
confidence  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Healy.  I 
suppose  it  is  hardly  woith  while  to  go  into  details. 
but  I  will  say  that  f  believe  that  his  is  the  only  inter- 
pretation that  will  make  the  statute  reasona- 
bly intelligible.  The  statute  provides  that  the 
'•board  may  be  empowered  by  said  City  Council  to 
exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
statutes  of   the  Commonwealth  upon  the  city  of 


boards;  ami  is  also  empowered  to  act  as  the  acent 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all  things 
which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do," 
etc.  The  first  part  of  this  clause  evidently  con- 
templates that  the  City  Council  may  give 
the  Board  more  or  less  power,  as  it  may 
think  proper.  Now  the  interpretation  that 
Messrs.  Butler  and  Paine  put  upon  this  statute  is. 
that  under  the  latter  portion  of  the  above 
clause  the  board  have  all  the  powers  of  the 
City,  whether  those  powers  are  voted  to  them 
or  not,  and  that  the"  first  clause,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  give  them  any  portion  of  the 
powers  spoken  of,  is  entirely  nugatory  and  with- 
out effect,  because  under  the  words  immediately 
following,  whether  the  City  Council  gives  them 
anything  or  nothing,  they  have  all  the  powers  that 
the  city  of  Boston  now  has.  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  an  interpretation  of  the  statute 
is  unreasonable  and  absurd,  and  not  such  as  the 
Supreme  Court  would  put  upon  it.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  latter  portion  of  this  clause  would  be 
more  properly  and  clearly  expressed  if  it  had 
been  "and  is  also  made  capable  of  acting,"  etc. 
It  was  thought  that  it  might  be  deemed  desirable 
to  make  this  board  capable  of  acting  as  the  agent 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  ary  of  the  matters  referred 
to,  and  therefore  that  clause  was  put  in.  The  whole 
idea  of  an  agent  is  that  he  is  subject  to  the  orders 
of  his  principal;  subject  to  be  directed  to  do  or 
not  to  do  certain  things.  An  agent  is 
not  independent  of,  but  subject  to  the  orders 
of  his  principal,  and  must  do  or  leave 
undone  as  his  principal  directs.  And  that  consid- 
eration is  so  strong  that  Messrs.  Butler  and  Paine, 
in  their  opinion,  ^av  substantially— that  they  whol- 
ly disregard  the  word  "agent"  iii  the  statute,  but 
it  seems  to  me  they  were  not  justified  in  overlook- 
ing that  word.  At  any  rate,  we  have  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor— the  authorized  officer  to 
give  an  opinion  to  the  City  Council;  the  officer, 
in  accordance  with  whose  opinion  we  should  act, 
—that  the  Board  can  exercise  only  such  powers  as 
we  may  give  it;  and  it  seems  tome  that  we  maybe 
confident  that  if  tiii-  Water  Board  is  appointed, it 
would  never  dare  or  attempt  to  exercise  powers 
which  the  City  Solid  ror.  the  authorized  expositor  of 
the  laws  for  the  city  of  Boston,  had  declared  they 
had  no  authority  to  exercise.  There  was  one  re- 
mark made  tonight  which  rather  complicated  my 
arithmetic.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  very  objec- 
tionable to  have  a  commission  composed  of 
three  men,  because  one  man  will  control 
it;  that  one  man  always  controls  three.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  some  explanation  of  that.  When  one 
gentleman  votes  one  way  and  two  others  vote  the 
other  way,  how  is  the  board  controlled  by  one? 
The  love  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  for  figures 
is  well  known,  aud  it  is  also  well  known  that  the 
reason  why  he  loves  them  is  because  thev  do 
not  lie,  and  I  hope  his  love  for  them  will  enable 
him  to  explain  how  one  is  a  majority  of  three. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  believe  that  fig- 
ures lie,  ami  if  the  gentleman  cannot  see  why  one 
makes  a  majority  in  a  board  of  three  he  does  not 
understand  the  rule  of  three.  Any  fool  may 
know  that  one  man  may  make  a  majority  in  a 
board  Of  three.  It  does  not  take  any  astute  law- 
yer to  make  that  out.  One  man  can  join  with 
another  and  make  that  majority.'  I  am 
astonished  that  my  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  6,  who  has  'figured  so  long  at  law 
and  logic  in  Court  street,  should  be  nonplussed  at 
that.  '  It  is  done  over  and  over  again,  here  in  the 
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City  Hall.  Who  control-  in  rill  the  committees  of 
three  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  I  talk  plain 
Anglo-Saxon.  Does  not  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee rule?  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  fact?  Cannot 
he,  at  any  moment,  join  with  his  left  or  right 
hand  man?  and  lias  he  not  the  controlling  power? 
I  do  not  think  that  needs  any  argument.  It  does 
not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  an  argument  to  answer 
that  question.  It  is  common  every-day  practice 
about  this  city  (Government. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  see  that  the  majority  of 
the  legal  members  of  this  Council  present  are  de- 
sirous of  pressing  this  matter  to  a  vote.  Now, 
there  are  several  legal  members  who  are  absent; 
two  of  them  are  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  as  one  has  asked  that  this  mat- 
ter be  postponed,  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  right 
that  it  should  be  done.  The  gentlemen  from 
Wards  12  [Mr.  Dean]  and  11  [Mr.  Boardman]  are 
absent,  ami  their  opinions  are  entitled  to  as  much 
weight  as  that  of  any  one  who  has  spoken  to- 
night. I  therefore  renew  the  motion  to  further 
postpone  this  subject,  and  specially  assign  it  for 
next  Thursday  night  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  the  Superintendents  of  the  several  Charlestown 
bridges,  etc.    Ordinance  passed,  in  concurrence. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  tires  and  alarms 
for  June— Total  number  of  fires,  35;  alarms,  38; 
number  of  fires  confined  to  one  building,  35;  ex- 
tended to  other  buildings,  0;  estimated  loss  of 
building-.  s-ii>f,-,;  c-Tiinafed  loss  on  stock,  $7660; 
full  insurance  on  buildings.  $35,200;  full  insurance 
on  stock.  S7200;  buildings  slightly  damaged  by 
fire,  33;  do.  consideiably  damaged,  2;  do.  de- 
stroyed, 0.    The  report  was  sent  up. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting- resolve  and  order  was  received  for  the 
widening  of  ~W  ashington  street,  opposite  Vernon 
street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  815,188.51,  by 
taking  land  as  follows : 

Square  feet    Price  per    Total  amount 
land  taken.        foot.         of  damages. 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Moses  . .     530  34.50  $4,385.00 

(iridium   Hall 487  5.50  5,9(11.50 

Mrs.  Sarah  Scott. .      528  4.00  4.S12.00 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  resolve 
and  order  were  referred  to  the  JointCommittee 
on  Streets. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  William 
Clark  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  building  for  a 
coal  shed  on  Boylston  st  eet,  Ward  17.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

REPORTS   OF  COMMITTEES   SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  upon  the  difference  retween 
the  two  branches  in  relation  to  the  rate  of  interest 
which  shall  be  charged  on  unpaid  taxes  after  the 
first  of  January  next— Report  that  they  have  met, 
and  conferred  with  the  committee  of  the  other 
branch,  and  have  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
interest  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum.  The  committee  have  agreed  to  this  com- 
promise for  the  purpose  of  securing  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  and  not  because  they  be- 
lieve that  the  rate  which  this  branch  has  tepeatedr 
ly  voted  for  was  too  low.  If  no  action  is  taken  by 
the  City  Council  the  rate  will  remain  at  six  per 
cent.,  and  as  this  branch  will  probably  soon  ad- 
journ for  the  summer  season,  and  as  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  rate  should  be  fixed  before  the  tax 
bills  can  be  printed,  the  interests  of  the  city  might 
sufferif  no  agreement  was  reached. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and, oh  motion  of  Mr. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5  the  Council  voted  to  recede  from 
its  former  action  and  the  rate  was  lixed  at  ten  in- 
stead ol  nine  per  cent.,  as  previously  voted. 

liy  Mr.  Luring  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee  on 
Pulilic  Institutions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  from  the  Board  ol  Directors  for 
Public  Institution.-,    transmitting  plan-  lor    i   new 


home    for   the   poor   an 
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purchased  by  the 
hat  the  committee 
immediately  on  receiving  the  papers  and 
s  from  the  City  Council,  but,  for  want  of 
itii-ations,  no  propel-  understanding  of  the 
iosed  structures  could  be  gained,  and  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub- 
Institutions,    requesting    them    to    furnish 


-pecilieations  covering  the  kinds  and  qualities 
of  materials  to  be  used,  and  the  style  of 
finish  adopted.  They  complied  with  the  re- 
quest as  soon  as  the  specifications  could  be 
made  up  by  the  architect.  These  data  showed 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  could  be.  and  ought  to 
be,  saved" by  dispensing  with  things  not  needed 
for  use  and  wholly  unnecessary  as  ornament,  and 
that  much  remained  to  he  done  in  order  to  carry 
out  in  an  economical  manner  the  general  plait 
submitted  for  a  modern  almshouse  foi  men,  wom- 
en and  children.  No  provision  had  been  made  for 
utilizing  the  attic  story  of  the  male  and  female 
wings,  and  when  we  consider  that  in  nearly  all  of 
the  private  resiliences  in  our  city  this  story  is  used 
tor  sleeping  rooms  it,  seems  absurd  to 'think  ol 
dispensing'  with  the  use  of  so  much  valuable 
room.  These  stories  add  18,735  superficial  feet  to 
the  space  heretofore  proposed  to  be  used  for  the 
occupants;  therefore  the  committee  thought  of 
reducing- the  size  of  the  female  wing  which,  as 
now  planned,  including  the  attic  storv,  will  ac- 
commodate 380  persons. 

The  committee  had  an  interview  with  the  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions,  or  rather  a  committee 
of  their  number,  aud  discussed  the  feasibility  of 
dispensing  with  some  portion  of  the  proposed 
buildings  and  reducing  the  cost  of  the  structure 
After  a  full  and  free  discussion  it  was  by  general 
consent  left  to  Mr.  Bradlee  (the  architect)  to  de- 
cide whether,  by  using  the  attic  half,  the  female 
wing  could  be  arranged  to  accommodate  all  the 
women.  He  decided  that  it  could  be  so  arranged ; 
but  on  further  consideration,  the  committee  de- 
cided that  the  greatest  saving,  and  best  arrange- 
ment, would  be  made  by  deferiing  the  erection  of 
the  building  for  neglected  children  and  erecting 
the  whole  of  the  female  wing,  and  using  a  portion 
of  this  for  the  children. 

This  plan  met  the  approval  of  the  architect  at 
once,  and  he  stated  that  it  could  be  carried  out 
with  but  very  few  alterations.  A  further  saving 
of  more  than  S50,0oo  will  be  made  by  dispensing 
with  the  fire-proof  floor,  most  of  the  marble  man- 
tles, a  portion  of  the  hammered  granite,  and  by 
making  other  slight  modifications  agreed  upon 
with  tiie  architect,— all  of  this  without  injury  to 
the  arc'<itectmal  appearance  of  the  building.  The 
buildings  are  well  planned  for  the  care,  comfort 
and  proper  classification  of  the  inmates;  anu  pro- 
vision has  been  made  so  thai  mjul  men  and  their 
wives  will  not  necessarily  have  to  be  separated, 
as  they  have  been  heretofore,  for  want  of  suitable 
looms',  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
who  have  called  public  attention  to  the  subject  in 
their  annual  reports. 

As  this  plan  will  reduce  the  estimated  cost  from 

>.",;,!, to  s.-isii, i,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish 

equal  accommodation  for  the  poor  for  at  least 
twelve  years  (allowing  for  the  annual  increase), 
and  also  for  a  class  mil  heretofore  accommodated, 
the  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  ami  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  known  as  the  Home  for  the  Poor, 
on  the  Austin  Farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  recent- 
ly purchased  for  that  purpose  by  the  city,  the 
plans  for  said  building  to  be  approved  by  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions: 
hut  no  expenditure  shall  be  made  and  no  contract 
entered  into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until  pro- 
posal- shall  have  been  made  by  responsible  par- 
t  the  whole  of  said  building  in 
i  plans  approved  bv  the  said  eom- 
n  not  exceeding  §385,000. 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
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lint  Standing  Committee 
lings  no  authorized  to  erect  a 
lou-e  on  land  owned  by  the  city, 
icel  street  al  the  coiner  of  Kdge- 
nlcstowii,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
isand  dollars;  to  be  charged  to  the 
ready  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
schoolhouse,   Wmthrop   District, 


The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt, and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on   Public  Buildings,  who  were  ordered  to 


J  U  L  Y 


1874 


4Q4 


make  such  repairs  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Committee  on  Armories  on  the  armory  building 
owned  by  the  city  on  Maverick  street.  East  Bos- 
ton—Report that  the  repairs  were  in  progress  and 
well  toward  completion  when  a  fire  took  place  on 
the  night  of  July  4.  destroying  a  large  amount  of 
the  work  on  the  building.  Since  the  fire  the  com- 
mittee have  had  an  examination  made  of  the 
structure  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  who  pro- 
nounces the  piling  and  underpinning  requiring  re- 
newal. To  repair  the  damage  caused  by  the  fire 
and  make  such  other  repairs  as  are  necessary 
it  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  S2000  will 
be  required.  The  committee  also  favor  the 
idea  of  providing  accommodation  in  this  building 
for  ward  room  purposes  for  Vvard  1,  the  present 
wardroom  being  occupied  by  the  Municipal 
Court.  East  Bo=ton  District.  They  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  repair  the  damage  caused 
by  fire  to  the  Armory  building  on  Maverick  street, 
East  Boston;  also  to  make  such  other  repairs  as 
may  be  required,  and  furnish  accommodations  in 
said  building  for  wardroom  purposes  for  Ward  1, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  S200n  :  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bu.rd.itt,  trie  rule  was  sus- 
nended,  and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed 
— veas  46,  nays  0. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Committee 
on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Re- 
port and  order  authorizing  permit  to  erect  wooden 
liuildinsr  exceedins-  the  leual  dimension-  bv  S.  W. 
Fuller  &  Co.,  on  Greenleaf's  wharf.  Ward  22.  The 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  to  provide 
Sllo/iOO  for  the  payment  of  the  "Beach-street  Pres- 
byterian Church,"  surrendered  to  the  city  in  con- 
sequence of  the  widening  of  Beach  street— re- 
port that  of  the  aforesaid  sun;  there  will  oi  ly  be 
needed  an  amount  in  addition  to  that  pro- 
vided for  in  the  loan  ahead;-  passed  to  pav  the 
cost  of  taking  land  from  the  1-Vach-street. Presby- 
terian Church,  of  85T.U0O:  and  they  accordingly  re- 
port an  order  for  borrowing  -aid  sum,  to  be  added 
to  the  loan  for  widening  Beach  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  857.000,  and 
that  said  sum  be  added  to  the  amount  heretofore 
borrowed  as  the  "Street  Improvement  Loan,  Beach 
street." 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

WIDEXIXG  OF  SHAWMUT  AVEXUE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween Dudley  and  Guild  streets  (City  Doc.  No.  37) 
were  taken  from  the  table.  The  question  was  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 
""  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  I  moved  to  lay  this 
order  upon  the  table,  several  weeks  since)  it  is 
proper  that  I  should  state  my  reasons  for  doing 
so.  It  was  from  no  motive  of  causing  delay 
or  dissenting  from  the  general  action  of  the 
Street  Commissioners.  They  are  a  very  able  and 
efficient  board,  and  almost  all  of  their  projects 
for  widening  or  improving  our  streets  are  judi- 
cious, and  I  should  heartily  coincide  with  them. 
But  in  this  case  I  see  no  special  demand  for 
the  widening  of  the  street  at  this  point. 
It  is  already  quite  a  broad  street;  it  is  used 
for  purposes  of  dwellings  and  not  for  busi- 
ness at  this  point,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  sus- 
pecting that  it  will  be  used  for  business  for 
some  time  to  come.  Therefore,  I  see  no  reason 
for  going  to  this  u'reat  expense  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  making  a  widening  which  is  un- 
called for.  and  which  docs  a  great  deal  to  destroy 
the  beauty  of  that  part  of  the  street  by  cutting- 
down  a  number  of  fine  trees  which  add  greatly  to 
the  attractions  of  that  locality.  The  street  varies 
from  forty-five  feet  to  fifty  feet  in  width,  "ltd 
they  propose  to  make  it  sixty  feet.  I  think  this 
cutting  and  slashing  of  our  streets  is  likely  to  be 
carried  too  Ear  in  the  zeal  which  the  commission- 
ers show.  I  think  the  Street  Commissioners  are 
likely  to  look  too  far  ahead.  In  this  case  the 
widening,  if  it  were  ever  necessary,  might  be 
postponed  several  years,  and  the  interest  on  the 
money  saved.  W  e  could  widen  this  street  ten 
yeaTS  hence,  when  it  is  needed,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  increase  of  expenditure  would  not 
qua!  the  inter  est  or  the  money  which  we 
should  now  expend,  and  meantime  we  can 
preserve  the  beauty  of  the  street.  In  a 
great    many    places     in    Dorchester     and    Rox- 


bury  there  have  been  cases  where  the  Street 
Commissioners,  in  their  desire  to  make  broad, 
open  thoroughfares,  have  done  irreparable  injury; 
they  have  made  broad  highways,  but  certainly 
very  disagreeable  ones  in  hot  weather.  This  order 
contemplates  a  widening  of  sixteen  feet  on  the 
westerly  side  and  cuts  down  a  number  of  fine 
trees,  and  I  hope  the  Street  Committee  will  give 
us  a  good  reason  for  it.  As  we  cannot  amend  this 
order,  it  coining  from  the  Street  Commissioners,  I 
hope  we  shall  reject  it. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Living  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  this  proposed  improvement,  I  have  taken 
occasion  to  inform  myself  in  regard  to  the  trees  in 
the  preservation  of  "which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  is  so  interested.  On  Mr.  Dunbar's  little 
triangular  lot  of  sev.enty-xiine  feet  there  are  no  trees. 
On  the  parcel  taken  from  Mr.  Bradford  there  are 
two  little  elms  which  will  be  destroyed,  but  four 
fine  trees  are  left  in  the  yard,  which  will  come  near 
to  the  line  of  the  street.  On  Mr.  Guild's  place  no 
trees  will  be  destroyed.  So  far  as  the  trees  now 
standing  in  the  street  are  concerned  the  one  near- 
est the  corner  of  Cliff  street  is  quite  dead ;  the 
next  two,  both  of  which  are  maples,  are  in  a  dy- 
ing condition,  unsightly  and  worthless;  the 
fourth,  standing  near  to  the  private  way.  is  a  ma- 
ple, and  the  top  of  it  is  dead.  The  fifth  is  a  noble 
elm.  standing  in  front  of  Mr.  Guild's,  and  to  de- 
stroy it  would  be  a  sin,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  can  be  saved.  The  sixth  and  seventh  trees  are 
elms,  standing  in  front  of  the  Guild  estate  ;  one  is 
in  a  dying  condition,  ami  the  oth?r  is  not  thrfty. 
One  magnificent  tree  in  Mr.  Guild's  grounds  will, 
by  the  widening,  be  brought  into  prominence,  and 
this  tree  is  worth  all  the  rest.  In  my  love  and  admi- 
ration for  tree?  I  am  almost  a  fanatic.  For  years 
I  have  wished  to  build  a  house  on  a  spot  occupied 
by  a  beautiful  English  elm;  but  I  have  never  had 
the  heart  to  order  the  destruction  of  the  tree.  I 
think  I  never  shall.  But  while  an  individual  may 
sacrifice  utility  to  sentiment,  it  will  hardly  do  to 
let  even  our  love  for  the  beautiful  stand  in  the 
way  of  a  great  public  improvement.  That  this 
widening  is  an  improvement,  and  not  an  improve- 
ment merely,  but  an  absomte  necessity.  I  think 
no  one  will  deny.  Shawmut  avenue,  or  rather 
Washington  street,  at  this  particular  place,  where 
there  is' quite  a  sharp  curve,  narrows  down  from 
nearly  eighty  feet  near  Bartlett  street  to  a  little 
more 'than  forty-three  feet.  The  matter  is  made 
worse  by  the  number  of  railroad  tracks  at  that 
spot,  one  of  them  so  near  the  curbstone  that  a 
narrow  carriage  has  only  room  to  pass,  and 
the  street  is  positively  in  a  dangerous  con- 
dition between  the  railroad  track  and  the 
stone  hitching  post  set  in  the  sidewalk 
The  other  day  I  was  driving  past  there  with  a 
friend,  and  he  ventured  the  remark,  without 
knowing  anything  of  this  order,  that  here  is  the 
spot  wheie  Shawmut  avt  nue  ought  to  be  widened. 
The  street  is  positively  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  hitching  post.  I  feel  very  positive  that  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  were  as  familiar  with  the 
spot  as  I  am,  this  widening  would  be  approved  of 
without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  heartily  accept  what 
the  gentleman  says  of  some  of  the  trees,  but  I 
think  he  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  one  in  front 
of  Mr.  Guild's.  That  is  a  very  fine  elm.  That 
tree  must  go.  There  are  four  or  five  elms, 
besides  that  one,  in  front  of  Mr.  Guild's,  all 
of  which  are  in  very  good  condition.  At  an- 
other part  of  the  widening,  opposite  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Stable,  eight  elms  must  be 
taken  away,  and  most  of  them  are  in  very  good 
condition.  I  would  not  set  up  a  sentiment  tor 
trees  against  a  business  improvement.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  this  is  a  great  busi- 
ness improvement  I  should  withdraw  all  opposi- 
tion. B"tlthink  that,  under  the  name  of  im- 
provement, we  are  apt  to  commit  a  great  many 
acts  which  are  not  improvements  in  any  sense  o'f 
the  word.  In  this  case,  if  the  street  is  to  be 
widened  at  all,  it  can  be  done  on  the  other  side 
just  as  well  without  cutting  down  any  of  the 
trees,  except  one  or  two  which  are  dead".  To  be 
sure,  that  would  not  make  the  street  quite 
as  straight  as  the  present  plan  would;  it 
would  have  a  slight  bend,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
any  detriment  to  the  beauty  of  a  street.  We 
ought  not  to  try  to  make  Boston  a  city  of  straight 
streets  and  right  angles:  it  cannot  be  done,  and 
anv  attempt  to  do  it  will  result  in  mere  mutilation 
of 'our  suburban  districts.  I  have  failed  to  learn. 
in  making  inquiries,  that  there  is  any  real  demand 
for  tnis  widening.  Several  abutto'rs  have  men- 
tioned the  matter  to   me,   and   said  they   hoped 
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the  objection  would  prevail.  They  do  not 
recognize  any  necessity  for  the  "  widening, 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  rea- 
son, except  the  probability  that  a  double 
track  will  be  laid  there  as  soon  as  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  stable  is  built  there.  "When  that 
time  conies  there  may  be  a  demand  for  it,  but 
there  is  none  now.  I  think  the  gentleman  must 
be  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  danger  from  the 
hitching  post. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  is 
perfectly  correct  in  reference  to  the  fine  tree 
standing  on  the  sidewalk,  but  omits  to  mention 
that  it  stands  on  the  inner  edge,  jutting  out  from 
the  estate,  and  verv  much  in  the  way  of  passers 
by.  In  reference  to  the  facts  stated,  I  believe  I 
am  perfectly  correct,  as  I  made  my  nofes  in  com- 
pany with  a  friend,  and  referred  '  the  matter  to 
him.  I  think  that  on  the  whole  linn  of  the  widen- 
ing, there  is  one  tree  that  ought  to  conic  down,  even 
if  the  widening  does  not  take  place.  I  have  noticed 
in  driving  by  there,  that  it  was  necessary  to  slack 
up  because  the  distance  between  the  track  and  the 
curbstone  is  so  small  that  there  is  positive  danger 
in  passing. 

Mr.  Fly  jn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  fro  m 
Ward  15  does  not  object  to  the  widening  of  the 
street— only  to  the  side  on  which  it  is  to  be  done. 
I  suppose  it  depends  on  whose  ox  is  gored,  and 
the  gentleman  may  be  interested  theie.  I  can 
confirm  tne  remark's  of  the  gentlewan  from  Ward 
13  that  it  is  impossible  to  drive  a  carriage  rapidly 
between  the  railroad  track  and  the  curbstone 
without  positive  danger.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  saw  fit,  a  few  evenings  since,  to  attack 
the  Committee  on  Streets  by  stating  that  they 
were  much  given  to  laying  out  streets  by  plans  of 
the  Commissioners,  rather  than  by  the 'lay  of  the 
land.  I  desire  to  inform  him  that  'that  is  "not  the 
policy  of  the  committee.  They  are  very  careful  to 
>tudy  the  lay  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  plans. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— My  remark  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  committee  was  made  on  the  strength 
of  a  statement  by  one  member  of  that  committee, 
who  said  that  was  the  practice.  I  meant  no  re- 
flection upon  the  committee.  I  only  meant  that 
they  might  be  liable  to  do  this  without  know- 
ing how  the  street  lay  there.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  remarked  that  I  might  have  an 
interest  there.  There  is  no  truth  whatever 
in  that.  I  only  spoke  from  my  point  of  view  as  to 
the  beauty  of  the  street.  I  had  not  seen  an  indi- 
vidual about  it  until  after  I  made  the  objection  ; 
since  then  several  gentlemen  have  expressed  the 
wish  that  the  widening  could  be  stopped.  I  men- 
tioned the  other  side  of  the  street  purely  because 
it  would  save  the  trees.  I  also  thought  that  as 
Shawmut  avenue  will  probably  be  extended 
behind  the  Universalist  church  to  the  point  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking,  that  will  obviate 
a  great  deal  of  the  travel  there,  and  do 
away  with  the  necessity  for  a  sixty-feet  street. 
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expenditure  in  the  burnt  district  is  completed. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  think  the  Committee 
.I,,  .-.iireis  ga\  c  this  -object  all  the  attention  de- 
manded. They  considered  it  a  long  time,  exam- 
ined the  plans  of  the  commissioners  and  the  lay 
of  the  land,  and  it  seemed  to  be  a  public  neces- 
sity. Shawmut  avenue  there  being  a  part  of 
Washington  street,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  should 
be  continued  in  as  direet  a  line  as  possible.  As  to 
the  plan  of  the  gentleman  for  widening  on  the 
other  side,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  tliat.  So 
far  as  my  experience  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners' has  gone  the  present  year,  I 
should  say  that  they  had  been  extremely 
prudent.  They  have  acted  carefully  and 
wisely,  and  carried  nothing  forward  except  after 
a  personal  inspection  and  consulting  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  all  matters 
referred  to  them.  At  this  particular  point  the 
street  is  not  in  so  good  condition  as  any  other 
portion  of  the  thoroughfare.  The  trees  shade  the 
street,  water  collects,  and  the  roadway  is  muddy 
and  travelling  through  it  is  very  much  impeded, 
Ittsavery  uncomfortable  portion  of  the  street 


to  drive  through.  I  trust  that  with  the  consider- 
ation that  has  already  been  given  to  the  subject, 
the  Council  will  see'  fit  to  pass  the  resolve  and 
order. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  ha?  said  it  is  necessary  to  make  the  street 
straight.  The  curve  is  a  very  slight  one,  and  we 
have  lived  with  it  there  a  great  'many  years.  If 
the  city  is  going  to  straighten  every  street  in  the 
towns  recently  annexed,  it  is  pretty"  certain  that 
the  public  money  is  well  laid  out  in  advance. 
It  is  no  use  to  try  to  cut  off  every  street 
and  make  every  angle  a  right  angle.  I 
think  that  would  be  bad  policy.  In  this  case  the 
curve  is  very  slight  and  would  not  lie  increased  bv 
the  widening  1  suggested  on  the  other  side,  which 
would  save  the  trees.  Or,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
be  widened  a  liitle  on  either  side,  which  would 
also  save  the  trees. 

Mr.  'Willcutt  of  Ward  17— The  plans  propose  a 
widening  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Putnam— Not  at  this  point,  but  it  proposes 
to  take  away  seventeen  feet.  If  it  were  widened 
a  little  on  each  side  the  trees  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13  —  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  suggests  that  this  improvement 
can  be  made  ten  years  from  now  at  a  small  ex- 
pense, and  that  the  interest  on  the  money  can  be 
saved.  I  differ  from  him.  For  -'nstance",  here  is 
a  single  block  of  buildings  on  the  other  side,  the 
damages  on  which  will  cost  more  than  the  widen- 
ing, which  is  now  on  vacant  land.  On  the  other 
side  is  the  Metropolitan  stable,  one  of  the  largest 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  This  is  a 
great  thoioughfare— one  of  the  great  streets  lead- 
ing through  the  city.  No  one  familiar  with  the 
locality  can  possibly  deny  the  necessity  of  the 
widening. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in 
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Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  was  passed  the 
order  to  purchase  the  lot  of  J.  F.  Marston  for  a 
schoolhouse  site  in  the  Lawrence  District,  South 
Boston. 

Ml'.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  some  reasons  would 
be  given. 

Mr.  Martin— I  think,  all  things  considered,  that 
we  can  procure  a  better  location  at  a  less  price 
than  the  site  agreed  upon  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  AVard  7—1  wish  the  mem- 
beis  of  the  Common  Council  could  see  that 
site.  I  do  not  think  a  worse  place  could 
have  been  selected.  I  do  not  think  the 
committee  gave  that  consideration  to  the 
subject  it  deserved.  Since  that  time  another  lot 
has' been  placed  in  the  market,  bounded  by  three 
streets,  in  one  of  the  best  localities,  at  a  very 
low  price,  and  within  130  or  200  feet  of 
the  one  selected,  which  is  bounded  on  all 
sides  by  the  worst  kind  of  shanties  and 
has  on  it  an  old  building  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  run  back,  and  when  that  is  done  it 
will  be  twenty  feet  from  the  schoolhouse,  and 
there  will  be  a  blacksmith  shop  on  one  side  of  the 
schoolhouse  and  a  junk  shop  on  the  other.  Some 
.,l  the    committee   seem  willing   to  go  back  and 


tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  they  hail  been  trying 
to  get  a  schoolhouse  in  that  district  tor  some  time, 
and  had  just  succeeded  in  procuring  a  site,  which 
was  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  the  School  Committee.  He  could  not  see 
why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  objected  to  the 
site  chosen. 

Mr.  Kent  raised  the  point  that  a  quorum  was 
not  present,  and  the  Chair  ordered  the  roll  to  be 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present-  \lesMs.  Heal,  liui'ditt,  liurgcss,  ISuller, 
Crocker.  Crowley,  Cushinan,    Davis,    Day,  Denny, 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    13..    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeiurarr  Clark"  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMIXATIOXS    COXTIBMED. 

Weighers  of  Coal— James  T.  Dalrvmple,  Morton 
Alden. 

Weigher  and  Inspector  of   Hay— Morton    Alden. 

Special  Police  Officer: — 1'eter  V.  Ladv,  at  Shep- 
ard,  Xorwell  &  Co.'s:  Edward  C.  Mitchell.  Chester 
square;  Allien  W.  Cunningham.  X  Federal-street 
wharves  and  vicinitv:  John  Stanton.  West  Rox- 
bury;  John  Magiath,  Northampton-street  district. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  petitions  of  Bartlett  & 
Hor>ford  for  leave  to  u»e  steam  engine  at  corner 
of  Washington  and  Boylston  streets,  and  Calvin 
C.  Kimball,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  at  19 
Spring  lane,  were  severally  considered,  and  there 
being  no  objection  offered,  the  petitions  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  and 
Boilers. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewer  in  Ailston  Sireet,  between 
Bowdoin  and  Bulfinch  streets,  was  considered, 
and  there  being  no  objection  offered,  it  was  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  the  petitions  of  E.  AT. 
Capen  and  Aaron  D.  Capen.  that  the  Board  assess 
damages  to  the  estates  of  -aid  petitioners  in  Ward 
16.  eau-ed  bv  the  location  of  the  tracks  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  over  a  portion  of  their  lands, 
came  up  by  special  assignment.  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  said  that  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  pe- 
titioners to  establish  their  right-  in  another  tribu- 
nal, it  had  been  agreed  that  nomical  damages 
should  be  assessed  bv  the  Board,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose he  submitted  orders  severally  assessing  the 
damages  to  said  petitioners  at  one  dollar  each 
The  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 


A  hearing  "-as  given,  pursuant  to  an  order  of 
notice,  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  for  location  of  a  second  track  in 
Washington  'street,  between  Essex  street  and 
Temple  place. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  a  remonstrance 
against  the  granting  of  the  petition,  signed  bv 
Bigelow.  Kennard  Lv  Co.,  Williams  &  Everett. 
Hogg,  Broun  oc  Taylor.  Jordan.  Marsh  &  Co., 
Hallet,  Davis  oc  Co..  John  J.  Steven-.  Gale,  Smith 
&  Co.,  E.  E.  Clark,  trustee.  Josiah  Hobart  &  Co., 
Barnabee  &  Finch,  John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co., 
Isaac  Fenno  &  Co.,  and  others,  comprising  nearly 
all  the  business  men  and  property  owners  on  the 
line  of  the  proposed  extension.  The  remon- 
strance says— 

The  undersigned  citizens,  property  owners,  tax- 
payers and  abutters,  respectfully  but  earnestly 
protest  against  the  location  of  an  additional  car- 
track  to  be  laid  in  Washington  street,  from  Essex 
street  to  Temple  place,  a-  applied  for  by  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company,  under  dare  June  12, 
current.  The  insufficient  width  of  this  section  of 
said  street  renders  the  one  track  now  laid  a  seri- 
ous inconvenience,  and  a  second  track  would  be 
extremely  detrimental  to  the  business  interests  of 
this  portion  of  the  city. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Kennard,  of  the  firm  of  Bigelow,  Ken- 
nard &  Co..  appeared  for  the  remonstrants,  and 
said  a  committee  of  the  business  men  on  that 
street  were  present.  The  first  objection  was  that 
the  street  is  but  thirty-one  feet  wide  between  the 
curbstones;  the  ca'S  are  now  choking  up  that  sec- 
tion; there  are  continual  stoppages  and.  interfer- 
ence with  business.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
travel  from  the  cross  streets  and  the  burnt  dis- 
trict toward  the  Providence  Depot  and  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  makes  an  additional  objection. 
Two  tracks  will  leave  only  about  seven  feet 
on  each  side  for  teams,  omnibuses  and  hacks, 
and  the  trade  there  is  of  such  a  class  that 
causes  hacks  and  carriages  to  stand  in  fient 
of  their  stores,  and  any  interruption  of  that 
would    be    a   serious   detriment.      The    petition 


comes  at  a  season  when  the  public  is  least 
inconvenienced;  at  the  usual  business  sea- 
son there  would  be  more  objections.  The 
remonstrance  represents  nearly  all  the  property 
owners  and  business  men  in  that  locality.  One 
man  would  not  sign  it  because  he  is  partly  inter- 
ested in  the  corporation  :  another  wanted  to  ride 
home  to  dinner  and  thought  it  would  be  conve- 
nient to  have  the  cars  pass  up  town;  and  another 
had  some  political  objections.  '1  he  fact  that  there 
are  four  tracks  in  three  parallel  streets  would 
make  the  present  action  of  the  corporation  appear- 
rather  audacious.  The  remonstrants  had  been 
told  that  the  corporation  had  such  power  at  City 
Hall  that  it  was  no  use  for  any  one  to  appear  here 
against  them.  He  hoped  a  stand  would  be  taken 
in  this  case  at  least. 

Mr.  George  H.  Davis  (of  Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.) 
added  that  the  ob-truction  applied  to  his  firm  as 
well  as  others;  their  business  was  peculiar;  they 
could  not  load  and  unload  a  piano  in  less  than 
eighteen  to  twenty-five  minutes,  and  they  had  to 
have  the  team  across  the  street ;  to  them  it  would 
be  a  serious  obstruction :  if  they  had  to  lead  and 
unload  lengthwise  the  street,  they  would  have  to 
abandon  the  location.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see 
the  tracks  removed  from  the  streets  entirely,  but 
there  was  reason  in  it.  Grant  this  petition  and 
the  corporation  would  want  the  track  extended  to 
State  street,  and  so  on.  He  objected  for  himself 
and  many  others  who  could  not  be  present.  He 
thought  this  wrong  and  uncalled  for,  an  injury  to 
all  who  do  business  there  and  come  there  in  car- 
riages. 

Mr.  John  Taylor  said  the  Board  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  street,  and  must  see  the  great  incon- 
venience it  would  cause  the  public  to  grant  this 
petition. 

Col.  W.  H.  Long  appeared  for  Jordan,  Marsh  o>: 
Co.;  fie  called  attention  to  the  number  of  stores 
which  were  compelled  to  receive  their  goods  in 
front.  It  worrld  be  very  detrimental  to  his  firm  to 
have  two  tracks  there. 

Mr.  Dudley  Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
&  Everett,  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  veiy 
serious  obstruction. 

Mr.  Daniel  Chamberlin  of  the  Adams  House 
said  it  would  greatly  interfere  with  the  hacks 
coming  to  his  house, opposite  which  the  street  was 
verv  narrow. 

Mr.  George  A.  Shaw,  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Waul  5,  said  he  appeared  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  of  his  constituents  to  remonstrate 
against  the  "granting  of  the  petition;  they  re- 
garded it  as  an  innovation  upon  their  rights;  they 
see  no  necessity  for  it,  and  it  will  be  an  interfer- 
ence with  the  business  in  that  district.  They 
think  the  public  already  well  accommodated 
.between  Temple  place  and  lioylston  street.  Wash- 
ington street  is  too  narrow  for  two  tracks.  He 
believed  that  if  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  is  to 
lav  its  tracks  in  the  already  overcrowded  streets 
of  Bostou  they  should,  be  made  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  in  some  way,  so  as  to  remunerate  the 
people  for-  the  loss  and  interruption  to  their  busi- 
ness. He  did  not  come  to  say  that  those 
people  desire  any  pay,  but  they  believed  this 
would  be  an  interruption  to  their  business  for 
which  they  should  be  remunerated.  There  is  not 
room  enough  tor  another  track  and  still  allow  car- 
riages to  pass  along  without  being  interfered  with 
by  the  cars.  If  there  is  one  common  feeling 
among  the  people  of  Ward  5,  it  is  tnat  the  grant- 
ing of  this  petition  will  be  an  interference  with 
theii  rights,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  he  done. 
Hence  in  their  name  he  entered  this  protest. 

No  one  else  appearing  as  a  remonstrant,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  he  understood  the  corpora- 
tion's counsel  would  be  present  at  halt-past  four, 
and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  matter 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  at  that  time  it  was 
again  taken  up. 

Hon.  William  Gaston  said  he  had  understood 
that  the  hearing  was  to  be  at  half-past  four,  else 
he  would  have  been  present  earlier.  The  leading 
object  of  the  petition  was  to  relieve  the  blocks  on 
Tr'emont  street.  In  consequence  of  the  recent 
widening  of  Washington  street,  it  is  believed  that 
the  tracks  can  be  laid  so  as  not  to  be  not  only  a 
benefit  to  the  railway,  but  will  relieve  the  over- 
crowded travel  in  Tremont  street.  It  has  been 
the  history  of  railway  enterprise,  that  in  no  im- 
portant thoroughfare  in  the  city  of  Boston  has 
there  been  a  foot  of  railway  track  laid  without 
opposition  from  the  abutters,  and   had  it  been  the 
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today.    But   he   believed   that  in   almost  all 


that,  some  years  ago.  when  the  people  wanted  a 
track  on  the  Back  Bay  streets,  the  road  said  to 
the  people,  get  a  permit  to  lay  a  track  in  Boylston 
street;  the  permission  was"  obtained,  but  resi- 
dents on  Bovlston  street  sought  an  injunction 
from  the  courts,  and  he  did  not  remember  meeting 
more  excited   adver-arie-    than   hef.iundon  that 


track  there  as  it  was  then  in  opposition.  The  ob- 
structions by  laying  railway  tracks  in  the  streets 
are  never  so  great  as  the  abutters  think;  that  has 
been  the  history  in  almost  all  instances,  and  he 
believed  the  result  would  be  the  same  in  this  case 
It  will  bring  more  travel  there  than  now,,  but  it 
will  be  valuable  travel,  and  if  the  remonstrants 
will  look  into  the  matter  they  will  see  it.  The 
abutters  have  rights  which  are  not  to  be  infringed 
bv  the  Board  or  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Gaston  called  upon  Mr.  Starkweather, 
who  produced  a  plan  of  the  proposed  lay-out,  and 
during  a  recess  of  rive  minutes  explained  it  to  the 
Board.  The  effect  of  granting  the  petition,  he 
believed,  would  be  to  relieve  the  travel  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  which  is  very  much  crowded  by  cars 
now,  particularly  between  five  and  half-past  six 
in  the  eveuing,  when  there  is  frequently  as  ma-sy 
as  thirty  or  forty  ear*  in  a  line,  moving  rive  or  ten 
feet  at  a  time.  The  double  track  will  "leave  eight 
feet  wide  on  each  side  of  the  cars,  in  the  narrow- 
est part  of  the  street,  and  fourteen  feet  in  the 
widest  place.  He  had  heard  that  there  was  to  be 
an  application  to  the  Board  for  the  removal  of  the 
track  in  Chauncy  street;  if  that  was  clone,  they 
could  not  get  along  as  well  as  they  do  now.  The 
number  of  their  cars  at  present  running  through 
there  was  forty-five  or  sixty  an  hour. 

Mr.  Kennard  saicl  there  were  ninety-three  or 
ninety-seven  an  hour  at  certain  times  of  the  clay. 

Mr.'  Starkweather  said  that  other  cars  passed 
through  there  besides  those  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company. 

After  an  explanation  of  the  plan  by  Mr.  Stark- 
weather vo  Mr.  Kennard,  the  hearing  was  closed, 
and  the  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Turin  committer  on  Claims.  John  C.  McNeil, 
for  damages  for  injury  to  his  child,  caused  by  a 
defect  in  the  sidewalk  on  Meridian  street,  East 
Boston,  by  which  the  arm  of  the  boy  was  broken. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  P.  T.  Barnum, 
for  leave  to  exhibit  Barnum's  Roman  Hippo- 
drome on  the  Back  Bay  lands  .for  three  weeks  in 
the  month  of  August,  with  the  understanding 
that  no  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  are  to 
perform. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on.  Streets.  Timothy  H. 
Carter,  for  lease  of  land  at  corner  of  Water  and 
\\  ashing-. .1.  -tin"-. 

To  the  i  iimmitti  •  ■  ,,,,  /■iiriii,,.  James  Wright 
et  "/..that  Silver  street,  from  F  to  Dorchester 
street,  be  paved. 

Augustine  W.  Stevens  <t  "/..that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Russell  street,  between  Oak  and  Auburn 
streets.  Chariest  own. 

E.  Wiiiiileswuith.  robe  eompensated  for  alleged 
in-jury  to  nis  cellar  and  vault  by  rilling  the  same 
mi  Franklin  and  Devon-lure  -fleets. 

William  II.  Fitzpati  ick  etai  ,thal  edgestones  be 

-ft  an  I  He-  j  i.t '.'i-  paved  on  \\  alkei  street,  from 
Mam  to  Hn-ell  -treet.  Charle-town. 

Hiram  Ann-  <  t  at.,  for  the  reopening  of  Perdi- 
dinand— tnet  Bridge. 

To  tin ■Commit/- 1  mi  J'lilire.  Benjamin  l\  Bean 
it  Hi.,  to  be  relieved  from  further  liability  as  sure- 
ties on  bond  of   William  T.  1'in.lell.  a  constable. 

To  tin  Commit/,.  ,,,,  Streets  on  tht  part  of  the 
Board.  Dodavah  Scateset  al.,ioi  abatement  oi 
betterment  assessment  in  widening  of  Market 
street  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  Brighton  in 
1873. 

Tn  the  Com  mill, ■•  on  Health  on  I he  pa  rl  o/  the 
Board.  Timothy  Wheater  and  the  City  Point 
Mutual  Protective  Association,  remonstrance 
against  location  of  South  Boston  Railroad  stable 
at  City  Point. 

Francis  Gleeson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  fin-en  street,  Ward  17. 

Alvin  Butler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  five  horse.- on  Med  ford  street,  No.  147,  Ward 
21,  foot  of  Everett  street. 

James  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  thirty  horses,  on  Custom  House  street,  No.  14. 


John  Elms,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  twenty-live  horses  on  Decatur  street,  near 
southeast  corner  of  Chelsea. 

Bernard  Denning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  lior.se  on  Newman  street,  No.  67. 

Moses  Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  new  stable 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses  on  Van  Rens- 
sala-r  place  and  Eliot  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sura: ii  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Alden  Frink,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a 
wooden 'building  on  Dudley  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Pierce  &  Chick 
et  at,  for  a  sewer  in  Medford  street,  between  Polk 
and  Everett  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Water.  Notice  from  the 
Commissioners  on  Inland  Fisheries  of  a.  hearing 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  5.  next,  of  a  hearing  on  petition 
of  Benjamin  F.Vobleigh  et  al..  for  a  lease  of  Ja- 
maica Pond,  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  culti- 
vating useful  fishes. 

CNFINISED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  granting  a  location  to  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  of  an  additional 
track  on  Fourth  street,  at  City  Point.  (City  Doc. 
No.  65.)    Order  passed. 

Order  to  make  Washington  street,  in  Ward  17 
tlate  Shawmut  avenue),  pas-able  tor  public  travel. 
Passed. 

Order  to  grade  the  extension  of  Eustis  street  as 
far  as  Magazine  street,  at  a  cost  of  §1200. 

Order  to  pave  Bolton  street,  from  1)  to  E  street, 
with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4000.     Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  .sidewalks  on  Athens 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  and 
pave  roadway  with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
84000.    Passed. 

Older  ,o  -et  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Bolton  street,  from  B  to  C  street,  and  pave  road- 
way with  wood,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S4000. 
Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  William  Clark  &  Co.,  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Report  of  tires  and  alarms  for  June.  Placed  on 
file. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  S.  W.  Fuller  &  Co.  to 
erect  a  wooden  building,  beyond  the  legal  dimen- 
sions, on  Greenleaf's  wharf,  Ward  22.  Order 
pa-sed. 

Communication  from  Charles  Hulbert  declin- 
ing an  election  as  I  herseer  of  the  Poor,  and  certif- 
icate of  the  election  of  Thomas  J.  Gargan  as  said 
overseer,  in  non-concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  proceed- 
ed to  an  election,  and  Alderman  Hall  and  Peters 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  J.  Gargan 7 

H.  W.  Pickering 5 

And  Mr.  Gargan  was  declared  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  to  repair  the  armory  building 
at  East  Boston,  lately  damaged  by  fire,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $2000.    Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

INTEREST  ON  UNPAID  TAXES. 

Order  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  taxes 
after  Jan.  1,  1875,  came  up  with  the  rate  fixed 
at  ten  per  cent.,  as  recommended  by  committee 
on  conference  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  committee  of  the 
Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  upon  the  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  branches  relative  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest which  shall  be  charged  on  unpaid  taxes 
after  the  1st  of  January  next,  submitted  a  report 
that  thev  have  met  and  conferred  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  other  branch,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  that  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  charged 
on  taxc-  remaining  unpaid  on  the  Istot  January, 
1875,  be  fixed  at  ten  per  centum  per  annum. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  suppose  it  is  any  use 
forme  to  enter  my  protest  against  that  matter, 
but  1  wish  to  go  on  record  as  protesting  against 
the  city's  faking  any  such  action.  I  believe  that 
if  there  is  any  one  thing  to  be  dreaded  more  than 
another  in  any  city  or  country,  it  is  exorbitant 
taxation.  Were  it  not  for  exorbitant  taxation, 
this  country  would  have  been  under  the  dominion 
and  rule  ol  England  today;  it  wis  against  that 
your  forefathers  rebelled;  and  it  was  that  which 
made  this  country  independent,  and  a  nation 
that,  if  not  now,  certainly  will  be  the  greatest  in  the 
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world,  at  no  distant  day.  unless  we  fall  into  the 
tracks  of  the  country  from  which  we  came.  I 
therefore  wish  to  enter  my  protest,  and  move  that 
when  this  vote  be  taken  it  he  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
I  think  it  is  a  measure  fraught  with  evil  for  this  or 
any  other  city  to  inaugurate  auy  such  thing.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  said  by  our  predecessors  in 
this  Board  that,  if  there  is 'anything  to  be  dread- 
ed, it  is  exorbitant  taxation,  whether  inaugurated 
by  this  or  any  other  city.  I  wish  the  city  to  col- 
lect its  dues,  but  I  do  not  want  anybody  to  pay 
anything  for  the  city's  money  except  what  it  costs 
the  city  to  get  it.  I  say  it  is' inflicting  a  penalty, 
and  you  are  here  as  a  Jury  to  punish  unfortunate 
citizens  who  may  not  be  able  to  come  up  prornptly 
to  the  mark  when  their  taxes  are  due.  I  have 
paid  money  out  of  my  pocket  for  poor  people 
who  had  not  and  could  not  have  money  to  pay 
their  taxes.  I  have  now  the  management 
of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  for 
whom  I  shall  have  to  pay  §40  taxes  or  else 
that  estate  must  go  into  liquidation.  It  is  a  pen- 
alty, and  we  are  not  justified  in  afflicting  the 
people  by  punishing  them  in  this  way.  The  "most 
exacting  curbstone  broker  in  Boston  does  not 
take  money  in  this  manner,  and  I  wish  to  go  on 
record  as  opposed  to  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  been  surprised  to  hear 
the  remarks  from  so  good  a  business  man  as  the 
Alderman  who  has  just  spoken.  His  argument,  if 
he  had  offered  any,'is  to  do  away  with  all  penalty 
f  or  people  who  do  not  pay  their  taxes  when  thev 
are  due.  Xow  I  ask,  what  benefit  do  wc  get  from 
a  government,  if  it  has  not  power  and  authority 
to  collect  its  dues?  If  there  is  no  penalty, 
where  is  the  man  who  would  walk  up 
voluntarily  anrt  pay  his  taxes.  The  gentleman 
wishes  to  let  them  lie  at  the  low  rate  of  six  or 
seven  per  cent,  for  an  indefinite  time.  It  is  for 
the  credit  of  this  city  to  make  taxpavers  settle 
punctually.  We  have  to  run  this  Government 
with  paid  agents  and  it  is  to  'he  credit  of  the  citv 
to  pay  them  promptly  when  their  salaries  are  due'. 
To  do  that  we  must  raise  the  necessary  means.  A 
city  near  here,  last  year,  had  to  give  eighteen  per 


do  so  if  we  adopt  the  plan  he  recommends.  It  is 
no  hardship  to  pay  a  note  when  it  is  due.  A  bank 
gives  three  days'' grace,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  money  is  collected.  We  allow 
them  three  months'  '  grace.  The  city  would 
become  corrupt  if  the  gentleman's  plan  were 
adopted.  It  is  our  duty  to  vote  to  collect 
taxes  when  they  are  due.  and  I  am  happy  to  go  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  makin-  the  interest  ten  per 
cent,  on  all  taxes  due  after  the  1st  of  January. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  would  like  to  know  whether 
this  ten  per  cent,  interest  is  charged  back  to  the 
1st  of  October  in  case  persons  do  not  pay  on  the 
1st  of  January.  Tne  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
shakes  his  head.  I  have  it  from  good  authority, 
since  this  matter  has  been  before  this  -Board,  that 
a  gentleman  paid  interest  at  twelve  per  cent, 
last  year  from  the  1st  of  October.  I  have  it  from 
his  own  lips. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
the  reading  of  the  order  he  will  find  that  point 
fully  explained. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  order  says,  after  the  1st 
of  January,  but  a  different  interpretation  may  be 
put  upon  it.  I  certainly  am  opposed  to  the  ra'te  of 
ten  per  ceut.  in  any  ca~e  ;  eight  per  cent,  is  a  large 
enough  rate  of  interest.  I  have  been  informed 
today  that  the  city  officers  have  collected  Twelve 
per  cent,  from  the  1st  of  October,  where  parties 
do  not  settle  previous  to  the  1st  of  January,  or  in 
other  words  that  they  have  to  pay  interest  at 
twelve  per  cent,  after  the  1st  of  October. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
puts  me  in  a  wrong  position.  I  do  not  object,  as  I 
before  stated,  to  the  sum  being  fixed— I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  to  have  it  fixed— at  a  rate 
whereby  it  will  be  morally  certain,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  city  shall  not  lose  'any- 
thing by  the  money  'not  being  paid.  I  did 
not  object  to  the  rate  being  fixed  at  nine  per 
cent.,  although  I  thought  that  was  bad  enough. 
But  I  do  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  ten  per 
cent. 

Alderman  Peters— While  agreeing  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  that  the  city  should  Save 
power  to  fix  a  penalty,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
order,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  penalty.  This 
is  putting  the  city  in  the  position  of  saying.  -'You 
need  not  pay  your  taxes  at  piesent;  we  will  loan 
you  the  money  at  ten  per  cent."  I  say  the  city 
should  use  the  penalty  and  collect  the  taxes,  but 


should  not  loan  money  by  allowing  the  taxes  to 
remain  at  ten  per  cent,  interest. 

The  Board  voted  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
making  the  rate  ten  per  cent.— veas  8,  nays  4,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Clark.  Cutter,  Emery, 
Hall,  Hani-.  Stebbin.-".  Woi  tlmigton— 8. 

Na'vs— Aldermen  Brooks.  Peters.  Power,  Pres- 
cott-4. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  new  grammar  school- 
house  on  Prospect  street,  in  the  Winthron  Dis- 
trict. Charlestown,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  §75,000: 
to  be  chained  to  the  special  appropriation  there- 
for. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  work  of  ex- 
cavating the  cellar,  building  the  foundation  and 
retaining  wall  and  placing  the  first  floor  upon  a 
building  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  to  be 
erected"  on  land  owned  by  the  city  situated  on 
Prospect  street,  at  the  corner  of  Edgeworth 
street,  Charlestown  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
rhe  appropriation  already  made  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  grammar  schoolhouse,  Winthrop 
District.  Charlestown. 

Alderman  Emeiy— An  error  was  made  in  draw- 
ing the  original  ordei  by  not  making  it  chargeable 
to  the  appropriation  "towards  the  erectioj-i"  of 
this  schoolhouse.  The  building  cannot  be  com- 
pleted this  fall,  and  the  committee  deem  it  inex- 
pedient to  put  the  work  all  under  contract  until 
they  can  get  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  con- 
struct the  whole  building.  Consequently,  after 
consultation  with  the  committee,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order,  that  we  may  properly  go  to 
work. 

Alderman  Peters— Will  not  §75,000  be  sufficient  - 
to  complete  the  whole  building? 

Alderman  Emery — In  all  probability  it  will  not. 
as  it  is  one  of  the  l'aigest  schoolbouses  in  the  city, 
containing  fifteen  rooms.  We  presume  that 
amount  will  fall  short  somewhat,  but  it  will  not 
be  detrimental  to  the  work  to  have  it  go  on.  If 
we  were  to  put  it  all  under  contract  this  season 
we  should  not  get  it  far  enough  along  to  cover  in 
the  roof  before  next  winter,  so  we  deem  it  better 
to  expend  money  only  for  certain  things  described 
in  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters — If  I  understand  it.  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  build  a  cellar  and  foundation  for  a 
schoolhouse.  and  they  mav  spend  875. nuo  in  doing 
so,  preliminary  to  the  erection  of  a  §500.000  house 
thereon  next  year. 

Aldermar;  Emery — The  proposition  is  to  put  in 
the  foundations,  "and  construct  the  first  story. 
The  lot  is  on  the  side  of  a  hill  and  requires  a  very 
substantial  w-all  on  the  outer  pait-  We  can  do 
the  work  as  far  as  this  appropriation  goes,  and 
the  next  City  Government  can  go  on  and  com- 
plete the  building.  When  this  sum  was  appropri- 
ated it  was  known  that  the  amount  would  be  in- 
sufficient to  complete  the  building,  and  it  was  not 
supposed  that  it  would  all  be  done  this  year,  and 
of  course  the  committee  could  not  make  so  large  a 
contract. 

Alderman  Peters — This  seems  to  be  rather  a 
blind  way  to  go  to  work.  By  passing  this  substi- 
tute order,  we  give  the  committee  full  power  to  go 
ahead  and  prepare  a  foundation  for  some  future 
City  Government  to  erect  a  palace  upon.  It  seems 
to  me  that  they  should  be  limited.  1  mote  that 
the  matter  be'  specially  assigned  for  next  Mon- 
day. 

Alderman  Emery— I  should  be  very  sorry  if  this 
Board  consents  to  any  postponement  "of  this  order. 
The  season  is  very  far  advanced,  and  if  we  are 
going  to  do  anvthing  it  is  time  we  should  be  under 
way.  When  this  appropriation  was  made,  as  gen- • 
tlemen  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
know,  it  was  calculated  to  erect  a  schoolhouse  of 
fifteen  rooms,  and  certainly  we  would  not  have 
the  committee  make  a  contract  that  would  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated:  neither  should 
they  let  the  matter  go  by,  when  the  foundation 
should  be  laid  and  the  "work  progress,  so  that 
next  spring  it  can  be  completed  by  the  next  Citv 
Government.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
suppose  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
would  spend  a  dollar  more  than  was  appropriated? 
Alderman  Cutter— How  much  will  it  cost  to 
build  this  schoolhouse? 

Alderman  Emery— From  ninety  to  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  There  never  has  been,  for  some 
years,  a  building  of  that  magnitude  but  that  has 
very  much  exceeded  this  appropriation,  and  cer- 
tainly under  the  present   buildinu  laws    it    cannot 
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be  done  for  less,  although  at  present  the  proposals 
for  building  are  coming  in  at  rates  lower  than  at 
any  time  for  several  years.  At  the  same  time,  a 
schoolhouse  of  that"  capacity  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, cost  more  than  the  amount  of  this  appro- 
priation. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  necessity  for  putting 
in  this  substitute  order  arose  simply  from  a  cleri- 
cal error  in  drawing-  the  order  adopted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Under  that  or- 
der the  committee  were  authorized  to  procure 
plans  and  erect  the  sehoolheuse,  at  an  expense,  as 
the  order  reads,  "not  exceeding  $i5,o(in."  If  the 
gentlemen  will  refer  to  the  Auditor'-  estimates 
they  will  see  that  there  is  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  land  for  this  schoolhouse  S50.000.  The 
lana    lias    been    purchased.      The   next   item    is 
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ask  for  the  full  amount,  and  have 
tax  levy  this  yen.  but  a  ki  '  !■-.  • 
purchase  the  land  md  go  im  .•.  n.;  ■  -,  lfhthe  work 
as  far  as  it  could  this  year.  As  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Bull. lings  says,  this 
appropriation  will  not  cover  the  cost  of  the  build- 
ing. It  was  never  anticipated  that  it  would. 
There  are  scnoolhouses  in  process  of  erection 
which  will  cost  from  $  120,0, 10  to  $l-tn,noo,  but  could 
be  built  now  at  a  great  1  eduction  from  those  fig- 
ures. So  the  committee  ask  to  put  in  this  substitute 
order  that  they  may  build  a  retaining  wall,  etc., 
during  the  summer  or  fall,  and  charge  it  to  the 
appropriation  made  a  few  months  since.  The  re- 
mainder will  be  called  for  and  put  into  the  tax 
levy  for  next  year.  Unless  there  is  some  serious 
objection,  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  this  af- 
ternoon, as  this  is  a  most  favorable  time  to  build. 
The  plans  can  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  they  having 
been  prepared  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  and 
needing  but,  very  few  alterations  to  adapt  them  to 
the  building  restrictions  of  this  city.    This  school- 


answer  the  objection  I  made,  that  we  should  stand 
in  a  wrong  position  without  having  the  sum 
named.  As  the  order  reads  we  give  the  commit- 
tee permission  to  spend  $75,000  to  put  in  a  founda- 
tion, retaining  wall,  etc.  I  do  not  think  any  order 
should  read  that  way.  AVe  authorize  them  to 
make  the  contract  without  knowing  the  extent 
of  the  entire  work. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
make  any  better  explanation  of  the  order  than  I 
have  done.  Before  drawingtliis  order  I  consulted 
with  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  as  ro  the  best  mode 
of  procedure,  and  he  agreed  with  me  that  this  was 
the  best. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  understand  this  ques- 
tion as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  does.  I  am  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  when  this  matter  was  under 
discussion  it  was  stated  that  $125,000  would 
buy  the  land  and  build  the  schoolhouse  and 
I  opposed  it  on  account  of  the  excessive  amount. 
Now  the  chairman  says  it  was  not  to  be  the  whole 
sum.  I  am  convinced  that  I  was  right.  If  the 
city  has  got  to  pav  sr.'5,000  for  a  schoolhouse,  we 
hail  bettor  talk  about  a  commission  on  public  in- 
struction. We  do  not  want  to  surprise  the  people 
of  Charlestown  bv  going  over  there  and  spending 
$150,0011  for  a  schoolhouse.  How  you  can  go  to 
work  and  make  a  schoolhouse  cost  $150,000  is  a 
mysterv  to  me. 

Alderman  Hall— How  many  vacant  seats  are 
there  now  in  the  schools  of  the  city  of  Boston? 

Alderman  Prescott  -I  am  unable  to  answer  that  • 
question  precisely.  The  number  is  very  large.  I 
have  done  all  I  could  in  another  branch  of  this 
government  to  reduce  the  school  expenditures  by 
consolidating  school  districts.  But  I  cannot  see 
the  pertinency  of  the  question  to  this  subject. 
The  Charlestown  schools  are  full;  their  schools 
have  been  run  on  an  econornica-l  plan  and  if  any 
seel  ion  of  this  city  deserves  a  new  schoolhouse  it 
is  the  Winthrop  District,  occupying  as  it  does  now 
an  old  dilapidated  building,  with  sixteen  or 
eighteen    stoves;   where   it  is, impossible    to   get 


schoolhouse  worthy  the  dark  ages.  Iamatal 
to  account  for  the  objection  raised  to  this  order. 
Gentlemen  will  see  that  the  appropriation  is  "to- 
wards the  erection  of  a  grammar  schoolhouse." 
If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  u  was  opposed  to  ap- 
propriating a  larger  sum  than  this  for  school- 
houses,  why  did  he  not  rise  and  oppose  an  appro- 


priation of  ,-'i:5,iiii(i  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in 
Washington  Village.  I  do  not  believe  in  spending 
as  large  a  sum  of  money  as  has  been  spent  in  the 
past  for  scnoolhouses  ?  I  have  been  at  a  loss 
to  how  so  large  a  sum  of  money  could  have 
be  expended.  But  the  last  schoolhouse  Charles- 
town  erected  certainly  cost  considerably  more 
than  $75,000.  If  this  order  is  passed  ir  siniply  en- 
ables the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to"  pro- 
gress with  the  work  as  far  as  this  season  will  al- 
low, so  that  the  schoolhouse  can  be  ready  to  be 
occupied  by  September  of  next  year. 

Alderman  Peters— How  much 'of  this  appropria- 
tion of  $75,000  will  it  take  to  carry  out  this  order? 
Alderman  Emery— I  cannot  answer  that,  be- 
cause we  have  not  yet  advertised  for  proposals. 
It  will  be  done  from  proposals  by  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder.  If  the  building  could  be  put 
under  contract,  at  the  present  time  we  should  save 
a  very  large  percentage  on  any  contracts  that 
have  been  matte  for  the  past  two  or  three  years. 
I  have  no  doubt  we  could  do  for  soo.uoo  or  sioo.ooo 
what  has  cost  $125,000  and  upwards  during  the 
past  few  years,  a-  the  figures  are  now  coming  in. 
I  should  deprecate  any  delay  in  this  matter.  I 
wish  this  whole  matter  could  be  put  under  con- 
tract at  the  present  time,  but  it  cannot,  and  we 
report  this  order  to  do  what  we  can,  and  I  hope  it 
may  be  passed  and  go  back  to  the  Council  without 
delay. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  vote  to  lay  it  over  till 
next  week,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  rather 
bad  to  let  out  any  contract  in  this  way,  without 
knowing  what  the  whole  is  to  cost. 

Alderman  Emery  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question. 

Alderman  Power-Under  i  >rd  inai  y  circumstances 
I  would  vote  with  the  gentleman  to  lav  this  mat- 
ter over;  but  I  do  not  think  it  has  occurred  to  him 
that  laying  it  over  will  indefinitely  postpone  the 
matter.  My  knowledge  of  business  assures  me 
that  if  we  are  going;  to  have  that  schoolhouse  in 
Charlestown  there  will  be  no  time  when  we  can 
build  it  for  less  than  we  can  now.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  gentlemen  are  willing  to  have  that 
schoolhouse.  If  the  appronriatioii"  for  the  whole 
building  were  $12.5,111111  if  would  be  left  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  spend  it.  It  is 
simply  a  question  whether  you  are  going  to  trust 
the  committee  to  manage  this  business/  It  is  to 
their  credit  to  have  fold  us  that  there  is  not  money 
enough  to  build  that  schoolhouse.  I  do  not  know 
why  we  cannot  let  it  out  as  judiciously  in  two  con- 
tracts as  in  one.  As  business  men  we  know  it  is 
the  very  best  time  for  the  city  to  make  a  contract 
now.  Therefore  I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  lie  over  and  be  virtually  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  perfect  confidence  in 
the  committee,  so  far  as  that  goes.  If  this  school- 
house  were  to  be  built  for  srjn.niio  we  should  know 
what  they  are  about.  But  they  ask  for  $75,000, 
which  they  s-ay  is  to  small,  for 'a  retaining  wall, 
etc.,  and  we  do  not  know  what  the  whole  thing  is 
to  cost,  and  we  should  know  that. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  can  see  no  reason  for  ob- 
jecting to  letting  this  out  in  two  contracts.  That 
is  frequently  the  case.  As  there  will  probably  be 
an  adjournment  of  the  Common  Council  for' the 
summer  vacition.  and  as  a  further  postponement 
will  cause  a  long  delay,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order 
as  offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  t'eters's  motion  to  specially  assign  for 
next  Monday  was  lost— yeas  2,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters— 2. 

Navs — Aldermen  I'.igi  low.  Brooks.  Clark,  Emerv, 
Hall,'  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbius,  Worthing- - 
ton— 10. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  widen  Washington  street, 
opposite  Vernon  street,  on  land  of  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Moses  et  al.,  at  a  cost  of  .$15,188.50.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Henry  &  F,  L. 
Lee,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  at  corner  of  Columbia,  Lincoln  and 
Bedford  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  making  objec- 
tions thereto,  on  Monday  Aug.  3,  next,  at  1  o'clock 
P.M. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 


JULY       13 


1874. 
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location  through  Washington  street  toHayrnarket 
Square.    Placed  on  file. 


i  ■oMMU.NI>' AIH» 
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Inspector  of  Buildings.  Report  for  the  six 
months  ending  July  1.  it  appear- that  the  whole 
number  of  permit?  issued  was  1*77.  of  which  302 
were  for  brick  and  stone  buildings,  618  for  wooden 
and  frame,  and  957  for  repairs,  alterations  and  ad- 
ditions. The  brick.  stone  and  iron  buildings  were 
for  the  following  uses:  Dwellings,  125;  dwellings 
and  store?,  twenty-eight;  family  hotels  and  tene- 
ment houses,  thirteen ;  mercantile  purpose?,  sixty- 
five;  store?  and  offices,  twenty-six;  the  balance 
for  sundry  other  uses.  Of  these,  four  were  to  be 
erected  in  Ward  1,  ten  in  "Ward  2,  six  in  Ward  3, 
twenty- five  in  Ward  4,  sixty-three  in  Ward 
5,  nine  in  Ward  6,  four  in  Ward  7,  five  in 
Ward  8,  twenty- three  in  Wart;  0.  til  teen  in  Ward 
10.  nine  in  Ward  11,  five  in  Ward  12,  sixteen  in 
Ward  13,  seventeen  in  Ward  14,  seventy-eight  in 
Ward  15,  four  in  Ward  Hi,  two  in  Ward'l7,  one  in 
Ward  19,  two  in  Ward  20,  one  in  Ward  21,  and 
three  in  Ward  22.  Classified  according  to  dimen- 
sions the  numbers  were  as  follows :  Twenty-four 
of  one  story  high,  seventy-six  of  two  stories, 
sixty-eight  of  three  storie?,  eighty-six  of  four 
stories,  forty-five  of  five  stones,  two  of  six  stories 
and  one  of  "seven  stories ;  there  were  116  having 
mansard  roof?.  167  flat  roof,  seventeen  pitch  roof 
and  two  hip  roof.  Of  the  wood  and  frame  build- 
ings, for  which  permits  were  issued,  426  were  for 
dwellings,  thirty-one  for  dwellings  and  stores, 
eleven  for  mechanical  purposes,  twenty-five 
for  storage,  sixty-eight  for  stables,  twelve  for 
shops,  and  the"  remain  ier  .  for  saloons  and 
other  uses.  Eighty-one  of  these  were  to  be  elect- 
ed in  Ward  1,  one  m  Ward  U,  seventeen  in  Ward  7, 
three  in  Ward  11,  seventy-six  in  Ward  12,  twenty- 
nine  in  Ward  13,  fifty-two  in  Ward  14,  seventy- 
eight  in  Ward  15.  115  in  Ward  16.  eightv-nine  in 
Ward  17,  thirty  in  Ward  19,  fifteen  in  Ward  20, 
nineteen  in  Ward  21,  thirteen  in  Ward  22.  The 
classification,  according  to  dimension?,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  144  of  one-story  nigh,  353  of  two  stories  and 
116  of  three  stories;  ISO  were  to  have  mansard,  189 
flat,  230  pitch  and  nineteen  hip  roofs.  The  num- 
ber of  buildings  for  which  permits  have  been 
issued  to  have  "repair?  made  was  111  ;  alteration?, 
538;  additions,  308.  Of  these,  305  were  brick,  647 
wood  and  five  stone.  Under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  26ii.  law?  of  1872,  special  permit?  were  issued 
for  the  erection  of  ten  wooden  sheds  for  storage 
and  mechanical  purposes,  as  follows:  In  Ward  2, 
two ;  inWard  3,  two ;  in  Ward  4,  one ;  inWard  5,f  our ; 
in  Ward  10, one.  There  were  permits  granted  for  the 
building  of  twenty-seven  steam  boilers  and  en- 
gines, seven  furnace?,  seven  ovens  and  two  forge?. 
The  number  of  violations  of  the  laws  regulating 
buildings  investigated  and  reported  upon  was 
484;  of  those  340  were  violation?  of  tire  statute  and 
144  of  the  ordinance.  The  natures  of  the  prin- 
cipal violations  were  as  follows :  Building  with- 
out permit,  56 ;  flues  not  plastered,  38;  woodwork 
against   flues,  63;   improper  construction.  23;   im- 

E roper  framing,  16;  insufficient  egress  in  case  of 
re,  15;  insufficient  ventilation,  11;  lintels  without 
plates,  12;  poor  material,  7,  small-sized  timber,  22; 
unprotected  hoistways,  14;  wooden  lintels,  21; 
wooden  work  against  hot-air  pipes,  11.  The  num- 
ber of  unsafe  buildings  examined  and  reported 
upon  was  twenty-five,  unsafe  walls,  forty-eight; 
unsafe  slate,  one;  unsafe  window  cap,  one; 
dangerous  chimneys,  193;  defective  flues,  four. 
The  number  of  buildings  examined  which  had 
been  damaged  by  fire  was  141,  and  the  estimated 
amount  of  damage  to  these  was  $203,635.  In  de- 
tailing the  probable  causes  of  these  fires,  the  re- 
port states  that  twenty-eight  were  incendiary, 
seven  from  defective  flues,  six  from  the  contact 
of  wood  work  with  heated  stove  pipes,  five  from 
spontaneous  combusU..«i,  and  fifty-one  unknown. 
Fire  escapes  have  been  ordered  on  sixteen  hotels 
and  tenement  houses,  and  fifteen  of  the  requisi- 
tions have  been  complied  with.  The  number  of 
unsafe  building?  seen  red  was  two;  taken  down, 
eleven;  rebuilt,  one  ;  still  pending,  eleven;  unsafe 
walls  taken  down,  two;  secured,  five;  rebuilt, 
twenty-two;  still  pending,  nineteen:  dangerous 
ehinmevs  secured,  fourteen  ;  taken  down,  one;  re- 
built,130;  still  pending,  forty-eight. 
The  report  w  as  sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of 
Brattle  street  on  the  northerly  side,  from  Brattle 
square  to  Washington  street,  at  an  expense  of 
815,800,  by  taking  land  as  follows : 


I'    |E 


Name  of  Owner 


Charles  L.  Halev 633     §12      S75H6 

Leopold  Morse 371        14       5194 

Fifty  Associates 86       35       3010 

1090  §15,800 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— As  chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  I  would  state  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  this  order  should 
be  passed  at  the  present  time.  It  is  a 
widening,  which,  if  any  member  will  examine 
the  map  he  can  see,  is  very  necessary  to  be  made. 
Mr.  Mor?e  ha?  purchased  the  land  there  under  an 
agreement  that  the  widening  shall  be  made  with- 
in sixty  days,  and  unless  the  order  is  passed 
this  afternoon  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  goes  to  th?  Common  Council  it  will  be 
too  late  in  the  season  to  arrange  for  building. 
The  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  consulted  together,  as  they  do  many 
times,  without  having  the  matter  take  the  usual 
course  of  a  reference, — and,  as  was  done  in  many 
cases  in  regard  to  widening?  m  the  burnt  district. 
It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  that  this  resolve  and  order 
ought  to  pass  at  once.  AVe  make  this  explanation 
because  it  would  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  Mr. 
Morse  to  nave  this  matter  lie  over  until  fall,  as  it 
would  if  it  took  the  usual  course.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks— How  much  advance  in  the 
price  of  land  is  this  from  what  it  was  sold  for 
some  six  or  eight  weeks  ago? 

Alderman  Clark— If  the  Alderman  noticed  the 
price  he  will  have  seen  that  it  is  812,  814  and  815 
per  foot  for  a  very  choice  piece  of  land.  I  think 
Mr.  Morse  has  paid  860  a  foot  for  a  piece  of  the 
land  in  order  to  get  on  the  corner  of  AVashington 
street. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  property  cost 
eighteen  dollars  per  foot;  it  was  put  in  at  the 
price  for  which  it  was  sold  by  auction.  The  price 
paid  for  the  land  of  the  Fifty  Associates  was  very 
low  indeed. 

Alderman  Prescott— Will  these  parties  pay  a 
betterment  ? 

Alderman  Clark— That  is  the  understanding, 
and  that  is  always  the  understanding  when  there 
is  no  express  agreement  made. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Peters— There  is  nothing  said  about 
what  appropriation  the  expense  is  to  be  charged 
to.  WDl  it  be  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  it  would. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence  with  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Clark  m  the  chair. 

REPOKTS      OF     COMMITTEES     AND       ORDERS     SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Report  in  tavor  oi  granting  'he  petition  of  Rob- 
ert (iordon  for  -leave  to  sprinkle  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestown,  from  City  square  to  Prospect  street. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Fifth  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  Washington  street,  between 
Hayward  place  and  lawlston  street:  and  Essex 
street,  between  Wa-hington  street  and  Harrison 
avenue;  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Widening  AVashington  and 
Essex  s.reet?.     Estimated  cost,  810,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Snpei  mtendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  "Cobb  street, 
between  snav  mm  avenue  and  Washington  street, 
and  macadamize  he  r  mdway  oi  said  -freer,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
ad  sidewalks. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorchester  street,  between 
Broadway  and  Third  street,  and  to  pave  on  said 
Street  the  space  between  the  edgestones  and  the 
railroad  tracks;  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  tlie  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Charles  H.  Dol- 
beare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  ten  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  upon  his  giving  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  re- 
leasing the  city  from  all  liability  to  build  and 
maintain  a  retaining  wall  or  bulkhead  on  the  line 
of  Atlantic  avenue  in  front  of  his  estate,  and 
upon  his  giving  to  the  city  the  right  to  slope  or 
bank  the  tilling  of  said  avenue  upon  his  estate 
as  long  as  it  may  lie  required  to  maintain  said  av- 
enue at  its  full  width  and  grade;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Severally  read,'once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  Francis  Caverlv  be  and  he  is 
herebv  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton Superintendent  of  the  bridge  over  Charles 
River,  near  Cottage  Farm  station." 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  until  an  election  is  had,  as  pro- 
vided by  ordinance,  the  following-named  persons 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  serve  as 
superintendents  of  the"  bridges  named:  Charles 
H.  Marple.  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge; 
Joel  R.  Bolan,  Superintendent  of  Charles  River 
Bridge;  John  Howard,  Superintendent  of  Maiden 
Bridge. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  why  they  did  not  proceed 
to  an  election. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  committee,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  make  nominations,  had  not  done  so. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  persons  designated 
were  the  present  incumbents,  and  before  an  elec- 
tion could  be'hacl  their  salaries  should  lie  agreed 
to. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  ou  Pav- 
ing- 
Ordered.  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  sidewalk  assessment 
of  823.53  against  the  estate  of  William  Hennessv, 
on  Seventh  street,  South  Boston,  his  widow  being 
unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  widen  out  the  sides  of  the  streets  on 
the  Suffolk-.;  reel  District  to  prevent  the  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalks  from  sliding  oil'  into  tne  ad- 
jacent lots ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  notify  the  owners  and  abutters  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Washington  street,  between  Averv 
and  Boylston  streets,  to  remove  within  ten  days 
all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  estates,  extend- 
ing over  the  line  of  said  street ;  and  in  default 
thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  directed 
to  remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorised to  consult  with  the  Selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Hvde  Park  in  regard  to  the  boundary  post  now 
standing  in  the  centre  of  Hyde  Park  avenue,  and 
to  determine  with  the  said  Selectmen  a  new  posi- 
tion for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Autumn 
street,  Ward  15,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Schedules  by  the  Sunerintendent  of  Streets 
of  the  cost  of  edgestones,  sidewalks,  etc.,  with 
orders  for  the  collection  of  one-half  the  amounts 
assessed  to  the  persons  named  therein,  as  follows: 
London  street,  sidewalks.  S215.28;  E  street,  side- 
walk-, §732.39:  St.  James  street,  edgestones, 
$259.81;  Dudley  street,  sidewalks,  sua. "IS;  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  sidewalks.  8203.12;  Broadway, 
edgestones,  SPJ72.S7;  Hayncs  street,  sidewalks, 
812*3.80.  The  orders  were  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  I'.igelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses.     Reports  as  follows: 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Nos.  151,  171,  747,  718, 
719,750,751,752,  753  and  754;  George  M.  White, 
New  Heath  street. 

Hack  License  Refused— Manly  L.  Quiraby,  5 
Cambridge  street. 


Billiard  License  Granted— Henry  A.  Gustavson, 
53  Hanover  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— George  Carru- 
thefs,  to  exhibit  natural  curiosities  at  175 Hanover 
street;  Peter  M.  Pickart,  to  use  an  orchestrion  at 
29%  Green  street. 

Minors"  Applications  Granted— Six  newsboys. 

Intelligence  Office  Granted— Mrs.  M.D.Tracy, 
Nassau  Hall ;  Catherine  M.  Bell,  43  Phillips  street; 
Mrs.  B.  A.  McAwley.  22  Adams  place.  Ward  14. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Josiah H.Carter, 
31  State  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— A.  lletherston. 
18115  Washington  street  ;  John  Campbell,  91  Rich- 
mond street;  John  M.  Nichols,  230  West  Broad- 
way; John  K.  Pike  »S;  Co.,  m1;,  Blackstone  street; 
Margaret  I..  Burliiigaine,  121  Friend  and  14  Merri- 
mac  street;  Charles  E.  Watkins,  1573  Washing- 
ton street. 

Innholder's  Licenses  Granted — Urin  Fairbanks, 
378  Shawmut  avenue;  George  P.  Maynard,  3  Bul- 
flnch  street;  Barney  Hull.  Sherman  House,  14  and 
16  Court  square;  Manly  L.  Quimby,  5  Cambridge 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— John  Gallagher, 
34  Crescent  place. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— B.  F.  Feeling  to 
B.  C.  Rogers:  Barrows  tV  Preston  to  M.  D.  Cressv; 
J.  B.  Dudley  to  James  H.  Brown;  J.  F.  G-reely  to 
Jotham  Harmon. 

Hack  License  Granted— Joseph  F.  Eichom,  10 
Federal  street. 

Hack  License  Refused— Wilbur  Downing  (a 
minor). 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— M.  McCabe.  501  Sara- 
toga street;  R.J.  Ferguson,  19  North  Market 
street;  Joseph  Squire  &  Co.,  37  North  street; 
Seavey  &  Co.,  North  Market  street ;  E.  F.  Bir- 
mingham, 106  Lincoln  street;  James  B.  Dudlev, 
Lenox  and  Tremont  streets  ;  John  Brett,  320  Har- 
rison avenue;  James  A.  Mulhare,  Highland  Ex- 
press; M.  D.  Cressv,  150  South  Market  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Wortmngton,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets— Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening 
of  Washington  street,  opposite  Vernon  street,  at 
a  cost  of  Sis,  188. 50,  in  concurrence  with  the  Street 
Commissioners;  the  expense  to  lie  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Laving  Out  and  Widening 
Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolve  and 
order  were  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  committee  on  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery,  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
munication of  the  trustees  of  said  cemetery 
for  an  addditional  appropriation  for  addi- 
tional land,  and  for  building  a  receiving 
tomb— Report  in  part,  recommending  that  said 
trustees  be  permitted  to  build  a  receiving  tomb 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  not  over  80000,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to 
provide  the  means. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  with  liber- 
ty to  report  to  the  Common  Council. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines—  Reports  in  favor  of  granting  per- 
mits to  use  steam  engine  by  the  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  in  South  Market 
street,  and  to  erect  brass  furnaces  in  t'niou  street, 
Charlestown,  by  William  Litchfield.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
orders  as  follows : 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  in  Marcella  street ;  in  South 
Eden  street;  in  Warren  place;  in  Rochester 
street;  in  Brook  avenue;  m  Eighth  street,  be- 
tween G  aud  H  streets.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  'sewers 
in  Linwood  street,  near  Lewis  park  ;  in  Harrison 
avenue, between  Perry  and  Bristol  streets.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

This  Board  doth  adjudge  it  to  lie  necessary  for 
the  public  covenience,  that  a  main  drain,  or  com- 
mon sewer,  shall  be  laid  in  and  through  the  land 
of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Walker,  Maria  S.  Masters. 
Albert  Howard.  Henry  W.  How  aril,  heirs  of  James 
Huckins,  James  Tucker,  2d,  Amos  Bates,  Benja- 
min F.  Cobleigh,  Julia  C.  Jancke,  Elizabeth  H. 
Nute,  Charles  P.  Bmorsou.  Alexander  McDonald. 
Amy  F.  Fisher,  Daniel  M.  Hammond,  William  H. 
Brown,  A.  D.  Collins.  Ann  C.  (bay,   Elizabeth  Rob- 
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insou,  W.  idiot  Woodward. William  R.  Gov,  Betsey 
J.Pope,  William  Gray,  Jr.,  James  Cmimn^uani, 
Andrew  Barrett,  Michael  Davis,  James  Coffee, 
Patrick  Myrick.  Thomas  Whalleu's  heirs,  Hannah 
Katie's  heirs.  Patrick  Shaughnessv,  Nelson  Curtis, 
James  Meiinn,  Bernard  Norton,  and  Bartholomew 
O'Keefe,  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  therefore 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  said  par- 
ties above  named  that  this  Board  intends  to  lay  a 
main  drain,  or  common  sewer,  as  aforesaid,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  take  the  laud  of  the  said  par- 
ties according  to  the  following  description,  viz. : 
a  strip  ten  feet  wide,  extending  from  Dudley 
street  to  Quiney  street,  and  along  the  va.ley  of  the 
brook  which  was  formerly  the  division  between 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester,' as  shown  upon  a  "Plan 
of  Dorchester  Brook,  showing  proposed  line  of 
sewer,"  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Sewer 
Department.    It  is  also 

Ordered,  That  clue  notice  be  given  to  the  parties 
aforesaid,  that  this  Board  intends  to  take  and  di- 
vert the  waters  of  the  brook  aforesaid  through 
said  sewer,  as  authorized  by  chapter  205  of  the 
acts  of  1873,— and.  that  Monday,  the  twenty-seventh 
clay  of  July,  at  four  o'clock  P.  31.,  is  assigned  as 
the  time  for  hearing  any  obiections  which  may  be 
made  thereto. 

Severally  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  Howard  A.  Doe,  P.  H.  Rogers  and  Michael 
Scanlan,  for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build 
on  land  purchased  from  the  city — Reports  sever- 
ally recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  time  in  which  to  build  upon  a 
lot  of  land  on  Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets, 
be  extended  to  July  1,  1875,  iinon  condition  that 
Howard  A.  Doe,  the  present  owner  thereof,  shall 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  seventv-five  dollars  within  ten  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  X  and  Third  streets,  as  sold  by  the  city 
in  June,  1872,  to  P.  H.  Rogers,  be  extended  to 
July  1, 1875,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Lands  one  hundred  dollars 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  to  build  upon  a  lot  of 
land  on  Fourth  street,  as  sold  by  the  city  to  Mi- 
chael Scanlan.  July  1, 1871,  be  extended  to  July  1, 
1875,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
dollars  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins. 

Bv  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  the  necessary  parti- 
tions and  screens  to  urinals,  and  make  such  other 
changes  in  the  same  as  may  be  required  at  ths; 
Dudley  schoolhouse,  to  accommodate  a  primary 
class,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars; to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Sehoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That'the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings lie  authorized  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
utilizin  ••  the  old  Washington  sehoolhouses  for 
public  offices,  and,  if  found  practicable,  to  report 
the  cost  of  fitting  up  the  same  to  accommodate 
the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District,  and  also 
furnish  accommodations  for  a  branch  office  for 
the  City  Surveyor. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  special  commit- 
tee'appointed  to  examine  the  unclaimed  baggage 
in  the  custody  of  the  British  &  North  American 
Royal  Mail  Packet  Company,  in  this  citv,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  sell  by  auction— Report  'that  they 
have  inspected  said  baggage,  and  recommend  that 
the  sale  thereof  be  approved  by  this  Board.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebhins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries — R  'port,  in  accordance  with  the  ordi- 
nance of  July  13, 1874,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Warren  Bridge,  for  the  year  beginning  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1871.  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
.81500  per  annum,  and  he  shall   be  allowed  the  use 


of  the  house  on  said  bridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel 
and  light-:  said  compensation  and  privileges  to 
be  in  full  for  services  of  him-elf  and  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Charles  River  Bridge,  for  the  year  beginning 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1874.  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  §1500  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed 
the  use  of  the  house  on  said  bridge,  free  of  rent, 
and  fuel  and  lights  ;  and  also  the  use  of  ahorse 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  closing  the  draw; 
the  said  compensation  and  privileges  tec  be  in  full 
for  services  of  himself  and  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Maiden  Bridge  for  the  year  beginning  on  the 
first  dav  of  April.  A.  D.  1874,  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  SlOfio  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  suf- 
ficient fuel  and  lights  for  the  office  on  said  oridge  ; 
said  compensation  and  allowances  to  be  in  full  for 
services  of  himself  and  his  assistants. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the.  Superintendent 
of  the  bridge  over  Charles  River  near  Cottage 
Farm  Station  be  the  same  as  heretofore  allowed 
and  paid  by  the  town  of  Brookline,  namely.  $300 
per  year  for  general  services,  and  ten  cents  addi- 
tional for  each  vessel  passed  through  the  draw; 
said  compensation  to  be  allowed  from  the  8th  day 
of  May,  A.  D.  1874,  and  to  be  in  full  for  all  ser- 
vices performed  on  said  bridge  for  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  communication  from  the  City  Regis- 
trar in  reference  to  extra  allowance  for  cleik 
hire,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  -alary  of  the  chief  clerk  in 
the  City  Registrar's  office  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  one  hundred  dollars  as  compensation 
for  extra  services  performed  on  Saturday  after- 
noons and  Sundays.  .:r,d  increase  to  date  from  the 
first  day  of  April.'  A.  D.  1874. 

AMerman  Stebhins— .since  the  salaries  were  es- 
tablished for  the  year,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  that  the  City  Registrar's  office 
shall  be  kept  open  on  Saturday  afternonn  and  two 
hours  each  Sunday.  This  was  not  provided  for  in 
the  appropriation',  and  the  committee  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  allow  sum  for  extra  services. 

Alderman  Harris— Will  the  gentleman  state 
why  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  office  open  on  Sun- 
days? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  statute  provides  that 
no  burials  shall  take  place  until  a  permit  is  ob- 
tained from  the  City  Registrar.  It  was  formerly 
the  custom  to  intrust  undertakers  with  blank 
permits,  to  use  at  their  discretion,  but  it  was 
feared  that  abuses  might  creep  in,  the  prac- 
tice was  discontinued,  and  it  was  thought  best  to 
open  the  office  on  Saturday  afterroons  and  for 
two  hours  on  Sundays.  It  is'  the  practice  in  New 
York  to  keep  the  office  open  on  Sundays.  The 
recommendation  was  concurred  in  by  his  honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  be 
authorized  tie  make  such  repairs  and  alterations 
on  the  building  containing  the  Harbor  Master's 
office,  on  Eastern-avenue  wharf,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
S500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bos- 
ton Harbor. 

Alderman  Cutter — What  are  the  repairs  propos- 
ed to  be  made  ? 

Alderman  Brooks— To  take  out  rotten  sills  and 
put  in  sound  ones. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  I  am  a  judge  of  such  mat- 
ters, the  whole  building  would  not  cost  §500. 

Aldermai;  Peters— It  must  .:.e  a  verv  large  build- 
ing if  it  will  cost  S50H  to  replace  the  sills.  ' 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  building  is  very  much 
out  of  repair,  and  needs  a  new  coat  of  paint.  I 
think  we  can  safely  trust  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  building  stands  in  front 
of  the  ferry  house,  and  the  committee  propose  to 
remove  it  back  on  a  line  with  the  house ;  a  new 
coat  of  paint  is  needed,  and  something  is  necessa- 
ry to  be  done  to  the  chimney.  If  the  Committee 
on  Paving  desire  the  job  I  ha  ve  no  objections  to 
their  having  charge  of  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  would  state  that  if  he  had  a  job 
of  that  kind  he  would  ask  for  only  §300  to  do  it 
with. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Aiderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
Alderman  Peter-  -  mo-ion  *o  reconsider  the  vote 
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Li- 
censes, which  states  iliat  no  further  action  ^s  re- 
quired on  the  subject  of  granting  a  victualler's 
license  to  T.  A.  Splaine,  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table  at  his  suggestion,  and  he  was  not  yet 
ready  to  have  it  taken  up.  He  could  not  see  whv 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  0  should  interest  himself 
in  the  matter. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  cost  something  to  print 
it  every  week.  He  believed  in  economy,  and 
thought  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17  did. 

Alderman  Peters  said  he  had  expected  to  see 
the  owner  of  the  property,  but  had  not  been  able 
to  do  so,  as  he  was  sick.  He  would  be  happy  to 
pay  whatever  expense  was  caused  by  printing  the 
order. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  sell  by  auction  the  city's  land  on  the 
southwest  cornel'  of  Eliot  and  Pleasant  strets.  If 
the  Committee  on  Streets  would  give  a  good  rea- 
son for  letting  the  order  lie  on  the  table  lie  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman  Worthingtori  said  the  matter  was  not 
yet  settled.  SeveraPparties  want  the  land  and  it 
has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  to  sell  it  at  pri- 
vate sale  or  by  public  auction.  The  Committee  on 
Street-  had  better  decide  that  matter  and  no;  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  was  acting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  and  notof  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  He  supposed  if  the  land  were  to  be 
sold  at  all,  it  would  be  m  the  spring. 

Alderman  Worrhmgton  -aid  the  Cammittee  on 
Streets  would  rather  deside  that,  and  when  thev 
are  readv  thev  will  report  to  the  City  Council. 

The  motion  was  lost— 1  for  (Alderman  Cutter), 
and  11  against. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction— Report  on  request  of  School 
Committee  in  relation  to  a  new  primary  school- 
house  in  place  of  the  Cottage-place  Sehoolhouse, 
Comins  District,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  sehoolhouse  in  the  Comins  District,  the 
following  lots  of  land,  namely:  A  lot  of  land 
owned   by    G.  B.    Foster,   situated   on  JRoxbury 


street,  containing '3016 square  feet,  more  or  less; 
a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  preceding,  owned  by 
Mary  Faxon,  situated  on  the  corner  of  King  anil 
Roxbury  streets,  containing  iL'iiii  square  feet,  more 
or  less;  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  last-named  lot, 
owned  by  Wyman  &  Kinlin,  situated  on  King 
street,  containing  : :)■_".'.">  square  feet,  more  or  less; 
and  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  lot  of  Wyman  & 
Kinlin,  owned  by  Elisha  M.  Dyer,  situated  on 
King  street,  containing  4L»<i'i  square  feet,  more  or 
less  ;  the  expense  of  purchasing  the  several  lots, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $26,000,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  already  made  for  purchasing 
such  a  primary  school  site  as  above  named. 

Alderman  Prescott— If  there  is  no  objection  I 
would  ask  that  this  order  take  its  second  reading 
at  the  present  time  in  order  that  the  matter  may 
be  settled  before  the  Common  Council  takes  a  va- 
cation, as  that  will  enable  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  take  steps  towards  a  building  for 
which  an  appropriation  has  been  made  this  year. 
This  matter  has  been  undei  consideration  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  for  six  months 
past.  They  looked  at  several  lots  in  that  vicinity 
and  are  unanimous  in  favor  of  this  one. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Yvorthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  'Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports 
recommending  the  granting  of  [petitions  for  leave 
to  occupy  two  stables  by  John  C.  Blaisdell,  111 
Main  street;  Melville  C.  Strouf,  Spring  street, 
near  Baker  street.  Ward  17;  A.  &  J.  McLaren, 
Moore  street,  corner  Chaucer  street;  J.  W.  Kins- 
ley, Michigan  avenue,  Ward  16,  and  of  Robert  T. 
Paine,  Jr. .for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
stable  on  Culvert  street.     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman,  Harris,  for  the'  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Orders  fpi  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows:  H. 
F.  Merrifleld  S.r>o.sr,.  widening  of  Lincoln  street  in 
Brighton,  in  1873;  Mt.  Pleasant  Congregational 
Church.  S635.C1,  widening  Dudley  street.  Sever- 
ally read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  place  the  Smallpox  Hospital  on  Mar- 
cella  street  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  that  saiil  committee  report  what 
disposition  should  be  made  of  the  same.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    16,    1874. 


Special  meeting,  at  one  o'clock  i\  M.,  called  by 
the  Mayor,  tor  the  transaction  of  regular  busi- 
ness, Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  July 
teim  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Thomas  W.  Tuttle,  Sum- 
ner street  and  vicinity.  Ward  16;  Gardner  S. 
Churchill,  Dorchester  Lower  Mills. 

CONDITION  OF  FANEUIL  HALL  BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  | 
July  15,  1874.      I 

To  the  City  Council— Iii  anticipation  of  the  ap- 
proaching exhibition  of  the  userul  arts  by  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  A"oeia.ioi; 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  which  will  fill  that  building  with 
goods  and  hundreds  of  spectators.  I  have  caused 
a  thorough  examination  of  said  building  to  be 
made  by  Oliver  L.  Shaw,  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, whose  report  act  ompanies  this  communica- 
tion. It  will  be  observed  that  the  Inspector  re- 
ports that  the  building  is  in  good  order  with  the 
exception  of  the  roof  and  the  upper  story,  which, 
in  their  present  condition,  ought  no'  to  be  subject 
to  any  unusual  strain.  The  repair  of  this  ancient 
and  valuable  building  requires  your  immediate 
attention.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Department  for  the  Survey  and) 
'Inspection  of  Buildings,  [ 

July  14,  1874.      ) 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor :  Dear  Sir— I  re- 
spectfully report  that  I  have  examined  Faneuil 
Hall,  in  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  1st 
inst.,  with  the  following  lesult:  I  find  that  the 
floor  of  the  armory  has  settled  Mime  eight  inches, 
and  has  been  suspended  in  the  centre  by  iron  rods 
from  the  chord  of  the  truss  which  was  'not  origi- 
nally intended  to  carry  this  floor.  At  the  foot  of 
the  main  raf  ,ers  I  find  indications  that  the  roof  is 
spreading,  the  ceiling  having  sprung  out  and 
opened  somewhat  where  the  rafters  rest  upon  the 
wall.  I  am  unable  to  determine  whether  the 
spread  of  the  roof  is  caused  by  the  natural  sag  of 
the  rafters  or  by  the  extra  weight  of  the  armory 
floor  bearing  upon  the  chord  of  the  truss,  and  to 
settle  the  matter  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove 
a  portion  of  the  slate  and  boarding  from  over  the 
foot  of  the  rafters.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is 
any  immediate  danger  in  using  the  building,  but  I 
recommend  that  the  cau-e  of  the  root's  spreading 
be  satisfactorily  determined,  and  if  it  p;  found  to 
be  caused  by  the  extra  weight  imposed  upon  the 
truss,  that  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther movement.  In  other  respects  the  building 
appears  to  be  in  a  good  condition.  Respectfully 
yours,  Oliver  L.  Shaw, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  and  Alderman  Emery  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  make  thorough  repairs  of  the 
roof  and  upper  story  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  any  in- 
cidental repairs  which  may  be  elsewhere  required, 
at  an  estimated  expense  not  to  exceed  s:;oui);  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Stebbins, 
who  thought  perhaps  the  impression  might  get 
abroad  that  Faneuil  Mall  pioper  might  be  unsafe, 
aiiUAvho  thought  tint  hall  strong  enough  for  any 
audience.  Alderman  Emery  stated  that  the  ex- 
amination and  the  report  showed  that  there  is  to 
be  no  danger  apprehended  from  the  main  hall. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Oriental  Coal 
Company  et  at.,  for  an  increase  in  the  police  force 
detailed  for  duty  at  vicinity  of  .Mystic  wharf 
and  Chelsea  Bridge.  Since  annexation  Mystic 
wharf  has  risen  from  an  obscure  quarter  'to  a 
thriving  business  location,  no  less  than  from  ten 


to  twenty  vessels  arriving  daily,  necessitating  the 
en  ployment  of  large  numbers  of  persons,  who  are 
left  without  adequate  protection  from  the  depre- 
dations of  evil  unemployed  persons  attracted 
thither.  The  two  bathhouses  near  by,  and  the 
contemplated  arrangements  of  the  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company,  add  greatly  to  the  necessity  for  an 
increase  of  Hie  police  force  there. 

To  the  Committee  on  T aving.  Thomas  Mullen, 
for  compensation  of  §600  for 'grade  damages  on 
Buggies  street. 

Hugh  Mann,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  Warren  street  and  Walnut  avenue. 

William  A.  Byam  ct  al.,  residents  of  Ward  22, 
that  the  -idewalks  in  front  of  estates  Nos.  458,  460 
and  464.  Medford  street,  be  paved,  in  accordance 
with  an  order  of  the  City  Government  of  Charles- 
town,  passed  last  year. 

To  the  Committee  on  Srurrs.  David  S.White, 
for  the  abatement  of  a  portion  of  his  assessment 
for  a  sewer  in  Auburn  street,  Charlestown,  he 
being  assessed  for  five  houses,  while  he  owns  only 
three. 

To  the  Commit/re  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  B.  F.  Atkins,  el  al..  remonstrance  against 
proposed  occupation  of  a  stable  at  14  Custom 
House  street. 

Byam  Bros.,  for  leave  to  change  location  of  sta- 
ble for  four  horses  on  Bolton  street,  No.  65,  by 
moving  it  about  five  and  a  half  feet  front  on  the 
line  of  the  street. 

M.  Miley,  for  leave  to  change  location  of  wood- 
en stable  for  seven  horses  on  Second  street,  No. 


503. 


unfinished  business 


Order  to  pay  Caleb  H.  Dolbeare  S1027,  for  pei- 
mission  to  build  Atlantic-avenue  retaining  wall  in 
front  of  his  estate,  and  for  the  right  to  slope  the 
bank  upon  his  estate.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  on  fifth  street,  from  C  to 
D  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  repave  Washington   street  from  Hay- 


estimated  cost  of  §10,000.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  on  Cobb  street,  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  Mdew  alks  on  Dorchester  street  from 
Broadwav  to  Third  street ,  and  to  pave  said  street 
from  the  edgestones  to  the  railway  tracks. 
Passed. 

bond  approved. 

The  bond  of  Henry  P.  Kennedy,  constable,  be- 
ing presented  duly  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  approved  by  the  Board. 

communication  from  city  officers. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of 
South  street,  on  the  east  side,  at  the  comer  of 
Beach  street,  by  taking  2122  squai  e  feet  of  land 
belonging  to  Sarah  A.  Ti  eilhand ,  at  an  expense  of 
§15,300. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
took  its  second  reading,  anil  was  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Alderman  Peters— Will  the  Chair  state  how 
much  that  is  per  foot? 

The  Chairman— Seven  dollars  per  foot,  just 
exactly  what  it  i.,  taxed  for. 

The  order  was  passed. 

location  accepted. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Companv  accepting  the  location 
of  a  track  on  Washington-street  extension,  gi ant- 
ed by  the  Board  June  22,  1874.    Placed  on  file. 

REPORTS  OF    COMMITTEES    SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims— Report  tei  ommendi.ig  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Henry  T.  Knight  to  be  com- 
pensated tor  damages  caused  by  collision  with 
a  city  cart.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ea:t  Boston  Ferric— Rep ort  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  W.  L.  Burt,  Post- 
master of  the  city  <if  Boston,  that  letter  carriers 
be  allowed  to  pass  over  ferries  fi  ee  of  toll.  Ac- 
cepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

Wagon  licenses  granted— W-yman  Libbev,  152 
South  Market  street;  R.  P.  Chaneev,  24  South 
.Market  street;  James  Malone  and  nine  others 
(transfers).     Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow.for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application 
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of  "Barnum's  Hippodrome"  for  leaire  to  give  an 
exhibition  upon  the  l'.aek  Buy  lands— Report  that 
a  license  be  granted  for  .such  exhibition  on  the 
express  condition  that  no  child  or  children  under 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  be  exhibited  as  acrobats 
or  m  any  feats  of    gymnastics    or    equestrianism. 

Aldeiman  Harris— I  would  inquire  of  the  com- 
mittee who  is  to  determine  the  age  of  the 
children  ? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do  not  know  that  any 
tribunal  has  authorized  any  one  to  do  that,  but 
suppose  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  it.  If 
any  inquiry  is  made,  I  suppose  that  Mr.  Barnum 
is  a  gentleman  whose  reputation  for  truth  and 
veracity  is  such  that  his  word  can  be  depended  on 
for  a  correct  answer  to  that  question.  The  law 
forbids  such  children  to  appear  in  the  arena. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Wood- 
lawn  Cemetery  Corporation— Report  that  it  ap- 
pears that  the  city  of  Charle-town  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Trustees  of  Woodlawn  Ceme- 
tery, on  the  30th  of  December,  1858,  by  which  it 
became  bound  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  to  bury 
all  persons  who  required  burial  at"  the  expense  of 
the  city,  in  a  portion  of  said  cemetery  set  apart 
and  improved  for  that  purpose,  and  to  pay  the 
corporation  eight  dollars  for  each  per- 
son interred  under  ten  years  of  age,  and 
ten  dollars  for  each  person  over  ten 
years  of  age.  Cities  and  towns  are  required 
by  statute  to  provide  .suitable  places  for  the  inter- 
ment of  persons  dying  within  their  limits;  and  at 
the  time  this  agreement  was  made,  no  suitable 
place  could  be  obtained  by  the  city  of  Clrarlestown 
upon  more  reasonable  terms.  Since  annexation 
to  Boston  the  provisions  of  the  agreement  have 
been  disregarded  on  the  part  of  the  city,  and  bod- 
ies which  should  have  been  interred  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery  have  been  sent  to  Mt.  Hope.  The  peti- 
tioner now  asks,  in  behalf  of  the  trustees,  that  the 
contract  may  be  observed,  or  that  it  be  cancelled. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  it  is  clearly  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  to  have  the  contract  an- 
nulled and  thus  avoid  the  exnense  which  would 
be  involved  in  carrying  it  out  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  tlnrtv-four  years.  The  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  contract  made  by  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  bear- 
ing date  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1S5S, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  annulled, 
by  mutual  consent,  and  that  the  several  parties 
thereto,  and  their  successors,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  fully  absolved  therefrom. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  notify  the  owners  or  occupants  of 
buildings,  from  the  roofs  or  sides  of  which  water 
is  discharged  into  the  public  streets  or  ways  of 
the  city  so" as  to  interfere  with  public  safety  or 
convenience,  to  alter  or  repair  the  gutters  and 
water  conductors  on  said  buildings  forthwith,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  water  upon  the 
public,  streets  or  ways  of  the  city,  except  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  Superintendent  of  Streets 
shall  approve. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Harris  oifered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  ordinances  Joe 
and  they  are  hereby;  authorized  to  prepare  and 
print  a 'digest  of  the  oidiiiance-  pa-sed  bv  the 
City  Council  of  Bo.-lon  since  the  adopl  ion  ot  the 
revised  ordinances,  Dee.  31,  I860;  the  expense  io 
"  e  charged  to  the  appro 

Read  i  wire  and  passetl 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  conversion  of  bonds  of  the  denomination  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  issued  by  the  city  of  Charles- 
town  into  bonds  of  the  denomination  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Passed. 

Alderman  1  books  oifered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Supciintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  erect  fences  or  other  suitable  safe- 
guards to  protect  public  travel  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Harrison  avenue,  in  front  of  the  brick 
blocks  owned  by  W.  Eliot  Woodward  and  W,  H. 
Piper,  near  Hunheman  street,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  I  In*  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  anil  passed. 


VENTILATION  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings— Report  that  thev  have  had  un- 
der consideration  the  question  of  ventilating  the 
City  Hall  building,  more  particularly  the  .rooms 
occupied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council,  which  now  are  so  imperfectly  provided 
for  in  that  respect.  Upon  investigation  they  find 
that  the  system  of  ventilation  invented  by  H.  A. 
Gouge  of  Xew  York  is  the  most  practical,' having 
been  tested  in  many  of  the  largest  buildings  in 
said  city— and  found  to  work  perfectly.  To  prop- 
erly ventilate  the  rooms  mentioned  will  require 
the  construction  of  a  shr.ft  extending  from  the 
basement  to  the  roof  inside  the  build- 
ing, also  the  changing  of  the  hot-air  pipes. 
In  connection  with  this  the  committee 
deem  it  advisable  to  ventilate  the  occupied 
rooms  on  the  front  of  the  building,  to  do  which 
connections  can  be  made  from  the  main  shaft. 
The  committee  estimate  the  amount  as  necessary 
to  peiform  tins  work  at  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  ventilate  the  rooms  on  the 
front  of  City  Hall  building,  upon  the  system  in- 
vented by  li.  A.  (iouge,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
S10,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  means  i.slu.OOO)  for  venti- 
lating the  City  Hall  building,  in  accordance  with 
the  above  order. 

Aldeiman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  no  such  order  as  that 
will  take  a  second  reading  at  the  present  time.  I 
do  not  know  what  my  action  will  finally  be  iu  the 
premises,  but  as  1  look  at  the  matter  now  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  the  passage  of  such 
an  order  as  that.  At  any  rate,  as  it  comes  up  for 
the  first  time,  1  desire  an  opportunity  to  look  into 
it  that  I  may  act  intelligently  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  desire  to  press  this 
order  through  here.  I  want  the  Aldermen  to  un- 
derstand that  perfectly.  The  matter  has  been 
brought  up  here  by  members  ot  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  in  former  years,  and  by  those 
not  members  of  that  committee,  and  also  by  mem- 
bers in  the  other  branch,  who  have  interrogated 
me  a  number  of  times  and  urged  that  something 
be  done  in  regard  to  the  ventilation  of  certain 
rooms  in  this  building.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  1  called  the  mate 
ter  up,  having  repeatedly  been  urged  to  do  so,  as 
every  member  of  that  'committee  understands. 
A  gentleman  from  Xew  York  was  present  at 
that  meeting,  whose  system  of  ventilation  we 
had  examined  at  different  times.  We  looked  fur- 
ther into  the  subject  tlien  than  we  had  done  be- 
fore, and  got  the  architect  of  the  department  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  principle  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  the  certificates  furnished  by  the  gentle- 
man, which  every  gentleman  here  can  see 
and  examine  at  any  time.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  have  the  order  acted  upon  at  the  present 
time  unless  the  members  of  this  Board  desire  it. 

fort  at  all,  and  1  do  not'  come  in  here  as  the 
special  champion  of  such  a  measure  unless 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  want  the 
rooms  of  this  building  ventilated.  I  only 
introduce  such  an  order  as  I  deem  desira- 
ble to  be  passed,  if  the  Board  wish  it.  The 
members  have  their  own  opinions  on  the  subject 
of  ventilation,  and  it  is  for  them  to  say  whether 
these  rooms  are  in  a  proper  condition  during  the 
summer  ami  other  seasons  of  the  year.  I  understand 
that  other  members  of  the  City  Council  desire 
better  ventilation':  if  they  do,  and  wish  to  exam- 
ine this  system,  they  can  do  so.  The  object  of 
having  the  orders  take  their  second  reading  at 
the  present  time  is  that,  if  gentlemen  have  made 
up  their  minds,  the    work  can    be  done  .luring  Hie 


the  reasons  why  I  offer  the  order,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  committee,  at  the  present  time.  I 
would  like  to  hear  the  views  of  gentlemen.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  pressing'  this  matter 
of  ventilation  at  all;  f  do  not  desire  it,  for  my  in- 
dividual comfort. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  a  man 
with  a  chisel  and  saw  could  do  the  work  at  an  ex- 
pensed!' $250,  1  think  that  the  order  needs  venti- 
lation in  ore  than  the  system. 
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Alderman  Hall — The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  says  he  does  not  propose 
to  come  in  here  and  be  the  champion  of  this  or- 
der, and  yet  he  calls  for  a  second  reading  before 
any  Alderman  has  had  time  to  examine  it.  If  this 
is  not  forcing  it,  I  cannot  understand  what  it  is. 
Why  not  let  this  order  lie  over?  Gentlemen  have 
lived  in  this  building  some  time,  and  are  willing  to 
live  here  much  longer,  without  any  change  in  the 
system  of  ventilation. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  table.    Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  second  reading ; 
we  should  have  more  time  to  look  into  the  sub- 
ject. I  think  we  should  have  better  ventilation, 
hut  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  vote  for  this  par- 
ticular system. 

Alderman  Emery— I  did  not  propose  to  press 
the  matter  if  any  gentleman  objects  and  will 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  second  reading. 

The  orders  went  over  under  the  rule. 

TIME  EXTENDED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with  order 
allowing  Michael  Scanlan  further  time  in  which 
to  build  on  Fourth  street,  for  one  year,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  paying  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  within  ten  days,- the  sum  of  $75,  was 
taken  from  the  table.  The  order  was  amended, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  by  making  the 
sum  §50  instead  of  $75,  and  passed. 

CITY'S  LAND  ON  PLEASANT  AND  ELIOT    STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
authorizing  the  "Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  to  sell  by  public  auction,  upon  such  terms 
as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
city,  the  lot' of  land  owned  by  the  city  and  situ- 
ated on  the  southwesterly  "corner  of  Eliot  and 
Pleasant  streets,  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  con- 
currence was  put,  and  the  order  was  declared 
passed. 

Alderman  Stebbms— I  doubt  the  vote.  I  would 
ask  if  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  offer 
this  land  by  auction  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
generally  understood  that  this  is  an  unfavorable 
season  of  the  year  for  -idling  land  by  auction. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  object  is  that  the 
city  may  dispose  of  the  buildings  upon  the  land. 
One  of  them  lias  already  been  declared  a  nuisance 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  all  of  them,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  should  ba 
sold  off  and  closed  up.  We  are  merely  preparing 
the  land  for  sale.  There  is  a  customer  for  it,  and 
if  his  proposal  meet-  the  views  of  the  committee 
we  will  sell  it.  The  buildings  have  remained  there 


:  time  without  paying  any  rent,  and  it  is  the 
-  opinion  of  the 
should  be  sold  and  removed.    The  passage  of  this 


unaninciii-  ..pinion   of   the    committee  that    they 


order  will  give  the  committee  the  light  to  sell  the 
buildings,  and  we  shall  sell  the  land  if  the  cus- 
tomer will  give  us  our  price. 

Alderman  Stehbins—  I  do  not  understand  how 
the  committee  can  sell  the  buildings  without 
selling  the  land.  If  an  order  to  sell  the  buildings 
is  offered  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committee  have 
consulted  with  the  City  Clerk,  the  City  Solicitor 
and  others,  and  they  say  an  order  to  sell  the  land 
carries  with  it  authority   to  sell  both  the  land  and 


Alderman  Peters— 1  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding,  "and  all  the  buildings  located  thereon 
situated  on  Pleasant  street." 

Alderman  Cutter— I  thought  the  question  be- 
fore the  Board  was  on  solving  the  doubt  of  the 
result  of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman— That  is  properly  the  question 
before  the  Board. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,  resulting  4  for,  7  against,  and  the  order 
was  declared  rejected. 

Alderman  Prescott— In  order  that  the  matter 
may  come  before  us  again,  I  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
a  reconsideration.  Another  order  can  be  put  in 
which  will  give  the  authority  desired  without  a 
reconsideration.  It  seems  to'be  the  desire  of  the 
committee  to  sell  the  buildings,  and  not  the  land. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  sell  the  land  at  the 
present  time. 


Alderman  Prescott — I  judge  from  what  has  been 
said  by  members  of  the  Board  that  they  are  will- 
ing to  leave  the  sale  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  if  they  can  get  their 
price  for  it.  I  made  the  motion  to'  reconsider  the 
order,  that  the  anatter  might  come  before  us 
again  and  the  order  be  amended  so  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  order  gives  au- 
thority to  sell  the  buildings,  and  that  is  all  the 
committee  propose  to  do.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  the  land  should  be  cleared  of  the 
buildings,  and  we  only  ask  for  authority  to  do 
that.  But  we  want  authority  to  sell  the  land  if  we 
find  a  customer  for  it.  There  can  be  no  harm  in 
trusting  the  committee;  I  think  they  fully  appre- 
ciate the  city's  interest,  and  they  certainly  will 
not  do  anything  that  will  depreciate  it. 

Alderman  Hall— What  rent  did  the  city  receive 
for  those  houses?  And  I  would  like  "to  know 
whether  or  not  they  are  good,  substantial  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  understand  that  the 
city  has  received  no  rent  from  them  since  October 
or  November  of  last  year,  and  the  tenant  who  did 
have  a  lease  of  them  is  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, voted  for  this  order,  and  says  the  buildings 
should  be  cleared  out.  The  Board  of  Health  say 
one  of  them  is  a  nuisance. 

Alderman  Hall — How  many  houses  are  there? 

Alderman  Worthington— Five.  An  order  has 
been  passed  by  the  Hoard  of  Health  for  the  vaca- 
tion of  one  of  these  houses  by  the  1st  of  August. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  get  the  information  I 
asked  for.  What  rent  did  the  city  get  for  those 
houses? 

Alderman  Worthington— Two  hundred  dollars 
per  month  for  all  the  houses. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  as  I  presume  the  City  Government 
does  not  wish  to  let  the  land  lie  there  without  re- 
ceiving any  income  from  it.  I  think  there  is  no 
question  hi  any  business  man's  mind  but  that 
an  order  to  sell  land  give-  authority  to  sell  the 
buildings.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  put  in  shape 
to  meet  the  views  of  this  Board,  and  that  the  mat- 
ter will  not  rest  as  it  now  is.  The  buildings  are 
going  to  wreck  ami  ruin,  and  should  be  sold. 

Alderman  Peters— An  order  to  sell  land  does  not 
carry  power  to  sell  the  buildings  without  the 
land. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  were  talking  of  stocks  I  should  know  that 
he  is  good  authority;  but  I  prefer  City  Solicitor 
Healy's  opinion  on  the  right  to  sell  the  city's 
property,  rather  than  his.  Mr.  Healy  says  it  car- 
ries the  necessary  authority,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  go' behind  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman whom  we  are  bound  to  take  as  our  legal 
authority. 

Alderman  Peters — i  should  suppose  that  when  a 
committee  have  authority  to  sell  buildings  they 
have  the  right  to  take  them  down,  and  the  land 
might  become  much  cheaper  in  value  on  account 
of  the  buildings  being  removed. 

Alderman  Hall— 1  see  no  reason  why  this  order 
should  pass  today.  Wrhat  reason  is  there  for  hav- 
ing an  order  to  sell  land  when  you  wish  to  sell  the 
buildings?  What  is  the  necessity  for  calling 
black  white?  If  the  gentlemen  have  the  City  So- 
licitor's opinion,  it  ought  to  be  printed  and  oii  our 
desks,  and  charged  to  some  appropriation. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail  and  the  order  be  put  in  shape  to  suit 
the  views  of  the  Board.  I  have  no  objection  to 
an  amendment  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery — I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  prevail,  and  I  'can  see  no  harm  in  adopting 
the  proposed  amendment.  It  may  be  that  the  or- 
der is  all  right,  now,  but  we  have  a  square  com- 
mittee and  I  think  it  will  do  no  harm  to  trust 
them. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committee  have 
no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  the  words  ••Pleasant  street,"  the  words  "or 
the  buildings  thereon  situated." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed  and  sent  down  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment.  « 

REPAIRS  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public    Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  as  maybe 
needed   in    the   Common    Council    chamber   and 


437 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


room  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Also, 
during  the  summer  vacation,  to  provide  for  the 
cleaning,  whitening,  painting  and  refitting  of  said 
rooms  so  far  as  may  be  requisite,  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  fori  Public  Build: 
ings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

SOVTH  BOSTON  EAILKOAD. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  order  was  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing granting  a  loraiion  to  the  Smith  Boston  Bail- 
road  Company  of  an  additional  track  on  Fourth 
street  at  City  Point.    (City  Doc.  No.  65.) 


Alderman  Emery-  If  this  motion  prevails  I  shall 
move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  table  until  cer- 
tain measurements  are  taken,  as  there  is  some 
doubt  about  the  correctness  of  the  distance  on 
which  the  extension  of  the  track  is  to  be  made 
—  whether  it  is  140  or  148  feet.  It  is 
the  desire  of  the  parties  that  the  matter  should  be 
held  so  that  it  can  be  determined  whether  or  not 
the  distance  given  in  the  order  is  right. 

The  order  was  reconsidered  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  AVoithington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    in,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  bhcpard,  Piesident,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  records  of  the  last  meeting  and  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  same. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Want  G— I  move  that  the  further 
reading  he  dispensed  with.     We  have  it  in  print. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  I  object;  I  have  a  right  to 
call  for  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— And  I  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  making  a  motion  while  out  of 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  r.—  [  have  made  no  motion. 

The  President— The  Clerk  will  proceed  with  the 
reading. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7—1  must  still  object  to  the 
Chair  entertaining  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  5  while  he  is  out  of  his  seat,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  rules.  I  insist  that  the  Chair  has  no 
right  to  entertain  an  objection  from  him. 

Mi-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  (in  his  seat) — I  was  in  my 
seat  when  I  called  lot' the  reading  of  the  records, 
but  I  took  one  nearer  that  I  might  hear  more  dis- 
tinctly. 

The  President— The  Clerk  will  proceed  with  the 
reading. 

The  reading  ol  the  record  vas  finished. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  have  the  record 
made  correct.  I  want  it  changed  on  the  last 
page,  300,  to  state  the  fact  that  transpired,  that, 
there  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  Council 
was  declared  by  the  President  adjourned. 

The  President— Do  you  make  a  motion  to  amend 
the  record? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
state  the  reason— 

Tne  President— 'flic  gentleman  is  out  of  order, 
there  being  no  morion  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5—1  ask  the  privilege  of  mak- 
ing an  explanation  of  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  President— The  Chair  cannot  grant  it  unless 
the  gentleman  has  a  personal  explanation  to 
make. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  the  Chair  ".'ill  not  per- 
mit me,  the  record  will  be  made  that  I  was  not  al- 
lowed to  make  a  pri\  ileged  explanation. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation,  but  must  confine 
himself  to  that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Certainly,  sir.  The  record 
of  the  Council  goes  into  history,  and  I  make  this 
statement  because  I  believe  it  to  be  wholly  unau- 
thorized for  a  presiding  officer  to  declare  a  public 
body  adjourned  without  a  vote.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  dilferen'  deliberate  bodies. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
The  Chair  cannot  think  that  the  gentleman  is 
making  a  personal  explanation,  but  that  he  is 
transcending  the  rules. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  making  a  personal 
explanation,  and  that  privilege  is  never  denied  a 
member  of  a  public  body. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood.  The  gentleman  has  a  right  to 
make  an  explanation  that  affects  him  personally, 
and  the  Chair  does  not  deny  the  gentleman  the 
right  to  that. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation;  it  is  a  personal  reason,  personal  to 
myself.  It  is  not  a  matter  for  discussion.  It  is 
the  reasoi.  why  I  entertain  such  an  idea.  If  the 
Chair  desires  to  choke  me.  off,  i  will  take  my  seat. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  take  my  seat  when 
I  get  my  privilege. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  be  seated. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  shall 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  0— I  object  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  proceeding. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
will  take  his  seat ;  be  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  familiar  with  the 
rules  of  oi-der. 

Mr.  Shaw  res ed  his  seat. 

The  President — The  gentleman  has  been  entire- 
ly out  id'   order,  and  is  only  excusable   on  account 


of  his  not  being  acquainted  with   parliamentary 
rules. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— It  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
Council. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALHERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Alden  Prink,  Timothy  H.  Carter, 
and  John  C.  McNeil,  and  notice  of  petitjon  of 
Benjamin  Cobleigh  to  Fish  Commissioners.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  July  6,  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  04)  and  semi-annual  report  of  the  In- 
spector of  Puddings,  duly  1,1X7-1.  Severally  placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mount  Hope  Cem-  ■ 
etery  recommending  that  the  trustees  of  said 
cemetery  be  authorized  to  build  a  receiving  tomb, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  soooO.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred to  Coinmitt in  Finance. 

Reports  and  orders  for  an  extension  of  time  to 
July  1, 1875,  for  P.  It.  Rogers  to  build  on  a  certain 
lot  of  land  on  N  and  Third  streets,  and  for  How- 
ard A.  Doe  to  build  on  a  certain  lot  of  land  on 
Broadway,  between  L  and  M  streets.  Orders  sev- 
erally lead  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  such  repairs  and  alterations 
as  may  be  necessary  to  be  made  on  the  building 
containing  ihe  Harbor  Master's   office,   at  a   cost 


1,  and  i 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
certain  lots  of  land,  as  a  site  I'm  a  primary  school- 
house  in  the  Comins  District,  at  a  cost  not  exceed - 
msion 
id  16, 
and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  partitions  and 
screens  to  be  furnished  to  urinals,  and  such  other 
changes  in  the  same  to  be  made  as  may  be  requir- 
ed a'  Dudley  Schoolhousc,  to  accommodate  a  pri- 
mary class,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  §2000.  Read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burclitt  of  Ward  10,  and  passed. 

The  order  passed  by  this  Council  concerning  the 
erection  of  a  new  grammar  schoolnouse  on  Pros- 
pect street,  corner  id'  Kdgeworth  street,  Charles- 
town,  came  down  with  amendment  it  the  form  of 
a  substitute,  so  as  to  authorize  a  contract  to  be 
made  for  the  work  of  excavating  the  cellar,  build- 
ing the  foundation  and  retaining  wall,  and  placing 
the  first  floor,  and  the  question  was  on  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Iwouli  like  to  be  in- 
formed by  the  committee  why  they  do  not  make  a 
contract 'to  finish  the  whole  building  this  year, 
and  why  they  propose  to  go  as  far  as  they  do  and 
no  farther. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10—  When  the  original  or- 
der was  drawn  it  was  not  noticed  that  the  appro- 
priation made  in  the  supplementary  report  on 
the  Auditor's  estimate's  (City  Doc.  No.  32)  was 
"towards  the  erection  of  a  grammar  school" 
in  that  district,  and  was  not  sufficient  to  carry  the 
work  to  completion.  In  looking  the  matter  over 
'twas  found  that  §75,000  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  complete  the  building,  so  this  substitute  is  in- 
troduced to  allow  us  to  go  ahead  and  do  all  we 
can,  but  the  building  is  not  to  be  completed  this 
year.  It  is  proposed  to  do  just  what  is  specified 
in  the  order.  No  more  money  will  be  expended 
than  is  nefcessary.  It  will  be  impossible  to  com- 
plete the  budding  under  §100,000. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— It  strikes  me  that  111 
building  a  school  house  it  is  bad  policy  to  let  the 
work  lie  over  during  the  winter;  better  let  out  the 
whole  contract  at  once  if  you  are  going  to  do  it, at 
all,  and  1  shall  vVte  against  the  order  for  that  rea- 
son. 1  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  so  far  this 
year,  as  it  will  be  no  benefit  to  the   citizens  there. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi— I  should  suppose  that 
the  citizens  of  that  district  desire  to  have  all  that 
can  be  done  to  have  that  schoolhousc  erected,  and 
we  have  introduced  ibis  order  to  do  all  we  can 
this  season. 

iVh.  West  of  Ward  10— When  the  appropriation 
was  made,  there  were  so  many  large  amounts  that 
the  committee  thought  it  prudent  to  ask  for  only 
a  p  irtion  of  it.  It  was  done  to  reduce  the  amount 
to  be  raised  by  taxation.  Next  year  they  can  ask 
for  enough  to  complete  the  building.  That  is  the 
explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  ol'  Ward  20—1  think  that  is  a.  poor  ex- 
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unless  some  gentleman  wishes  to  get  the  contract 
tor  building  the  foundation.  1  think  we  shoula 
do  things  as  squarely  here  as  we  would  in  our  own 
private  business. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1G— The  gentleman  says  there 
is  no  hurry  about  it.  The  city  of  Charlestown 
voted  for  it' two  oi three  years  ago.    It  is  urgent. 

Mr.  Da  ey  of  "Ward  20—1  was  not  aware  of  that. 
Still.  I  think  there  is  an  objection  to  not  putting 
it  all  through  in  one  season,  and  I  do  object  to 
letting  the  work  lie  over  through  the  winter. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — In  confirmation  of  what 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  ha-  said  on  this 
matter,  1  would  state  that  the  City  Council  of 
Charlestown  selected  this  lot  before  the  great  fire 
and  were  to  give  the  same  price  that  we  are  to 
pay  now.  They  selected  plans  are  now  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  the  only  thing  that  delayed  the  building 
of  the  sehoolhouse  was  the  great' fire.  Ihe  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  from  Chailestown 
have  been  before  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction several  times  and  urged  very  strongly 
that  they  need  a  new  building'  for  that  district, 
inasmuch  as  the  one  now  used  is  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion and  in  a  poor  location ;  they  are  very  anxious 
that  this  particular  lot  shall  be  put  chased  and 
the  sehoolhouse  commenced,  in  order  that  they 
may  have  it  occupied  next  year. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  understand  this 
matter  as  my  colleague  from  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict does.  I  think  there  is  urgent  necessity  for 
this  sehoolhouse  at  that  point.  Some  two  years 
ago  the  city  of  r  harlestown  was  on  the  point  of 
taking  this' very  lot,  but  on  account  of  certain  cir- 
cumstances it  fell  through  then.  Although  the 
gentleman  sa\s  there  i-  no  particular  hurry  about 
this  thing,  the  School  Committee  have  been  urg- 
ing it  very  strongly.  The  reason  for  pressing-  it 
tonight  is  that  the  order  passed  last  week  con- 
templated  more    work   than  we  can  do  this  year 


■n-ith  the  money  appropriated.    This  work  can 

'  is  cheaply  in  p; 
tire  building  at  once.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass 


contracted  for  ; 


parts  as  for  the   en- 


to  lay  the  order  on  the  tsble. 


tonight. 

Mr.  Dacey . 
Lost. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  or- 
der as  amended  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  City  Registrar's  office  §100.  for 
extra  services  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sun- 
days ;  said  increase  to  date'from  April  1,  1874.  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  appointing  the  following  named  persons  to 
serve  as  superintendents  of  the  bridges  named  un- 
til an  election  is  had:  Charles  H.  Marple.  Warren 
Bridge;  Joel  R.  Bolen,  Charles  River  Bridge; 
John  Howard,  Maiden  Bridge.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  orders  iixing  the  salaries  of  the  su- 
perintendents of  the  following  named  bridges,  as 
follows:  Warren  Bridge,  §1500  per  annum,  and  use 
of  house  on  bridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel  and  lights; 
Charles  River  Bridge,  §1500  per  annum,  and  use 
of  house  on  said  bridge  free  of  rent,  and  fuel  and 
lights;  also  the  use  of  a  horse  for  opening  and 
closing  the  draw;  Maiden  Bridge.  §1000  per  an- 
num, and  fuel  and  lights  for  office  on  bridge;  the 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  near  Cottage  Farm 
Station,  §300  per  year  for  genera]  services,  and 
ten  cents  additional  for  each  vessel  passed 
through  the  draw;  the  payment -of  the  first  three 
salarie-  to  commence  July  1,  and  the  last  one  May 
8, 1874.  Severally  read  twice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5, 
and  passed. 

Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioners, 
with  resolve  ami  oroer  for  widening  Brattle  street 
from  Brattle  square  to  Washington  street,  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  §15,800. 

The  order  having  been  read  once,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  said  the  parties  are  desirous  of  building 
and  wish  to  have  the  line  of  the  street  defined  at 
once.  The  street  is  about  thirty-five  feet  wide  at 
one  point  and  forty-eight  at  another,  and  the 
Street  Commissioners  thought  it  should  be 
widened  to  forty-eight  feet,  he  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule",  which  was  carried,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  ami  passed,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Street  Commis- 
sioners. • 

Report  recommending  the  passageof  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  Washington  s.reet.  oppo- 
site Vernon  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
§15,188.00.  Accepted,  and  said  resolve  and  order 
passed,  in  i  oncurrence  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  Street  Commissioners. 


Communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  with 
report  of  inspector  of  Buildings  in  legard  to  con- 
dition of  Faneuil  Hall  -building.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Order  aiiihoiizing  necessary  repairs  to  be  made 
on  Faneuil  Hall  building,  at  ail  estimated  expense 
of  §3000.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  W aid  16,  and 
passed. 

Communication  from  the  Street  Commissioners 
with  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  South 
street  at  an  expense  of  §15,300.  Read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noves  of 
Ward  5.  and  passed,  in  concurrence  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  Street  Commissioners. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  and  order  to  cancel  a  contract  by  city  of 
Charlestown  with  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  for  bury- 
ing paupers  iii  said  cemetery. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Is  it  in  order  for  any  re- 
marks to  be  made  by  nivself. 

The  Piesident— It'is,  if  the  gentleman  chooses 
to  do  so  upon  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Vt  aid  5—1  desire,  while  this  matter 
of  burying  paupers  is  under  consideration,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  a  fact  which  I 
discovered  a  few  Sabbaths  since  at  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery. For  the  hist,  and  probably  for  the  last  time 
iu  my  lire,  I  visited  that  place,  and  while  riding 
about  there,  discovered  a  large  number  of  graves 
without  any  headstones,  and  I  asked  parties  there 
what  that  meant.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
graves  with  no  headstones,  nothing  to  indi- 
cate who  was  interred  there.  I  must  say  that  I 
was  astonished.  I  was  told  that  it  was  the  burial 
place  of  the  poor.  I  could  find  no  record,  by 
number  or  otherwise,  who  were  interred  there. 
The  hot  blood  almost  boiled  m  my  veins  at  the 
thought  that  in  this  enlightened  city  poor  persons 
were  allowed  to  be  buried  with  no  record 
to  show  where  they  are  interred.  No  record,  sir,  on 
the  spot,  of  whothev  are.  lasked  the  superintend- 
ent why  it  was.  He  replied  that  they  kept  a 
record,  so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained,  and  the 
graves  are  numbered.  But  there  is  not  a  piece  of 
chip  as  big  as  your  linger,  sir,  to  denote  that  num- 
ber on  the  grave.  1  carl  attention  to  it  in  this  pub- 
lic manner  because  I  believe  the  custom  to  be 
-without  the  pale  of  humanity.  The  dead  poor 
man  is  as  much  in  the  sight  of  '( iod  as  the  dead 
millionnaire.  But  the  city  of  Boston,  with  all  its 
resources,  enlightenment  and  hunianit.-uiauism, 
buries  its  poor  without  a  headstone,  without  any 
number  on  their  graves  to  indicate  who  they  are 
or  where  they  came  from.  Instances  have' been 
known  in  history,  sir.  that  the  descendants  of 
those  poor  nersons  have  become  rich  and  inquired 
where  lie  the  bones  of  their  pauper  ancestors,  but 
they  could  not  be  found  ;  there  was  no  record  of 
them.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  all  wrong,  and  lam  glad 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  say  so  in  public  and 
I  am  happy  to  raise  my  voice  against  any  such  in- 
humanity. I  hope  that  the  manner  in  which  I 
have  spoken  of"  this  thing  will  call  the  attention 
of  tha  parties  who  luue  the  management  of  that 
sacred  place  to  the  fact;  that  they  will  take  a 
lesson  from  it,  and  that  from  this  day,  and  for- 
ever after,  whether  a  person  buried  there  is  a 
millionnaire  or  a  pauper  picked  up  in  the  street, 
a  record  shall  be  made  upon  the  grave  it.-elf. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  necessary  repairs  and  refitting  to  be 
dene  during  vacation  in  the  rooms  in  theCttv  Hall, 
particularly  those  occupied  by  tbe  Board  "of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council.  Read  twice,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
ditt of  Ward  Hi,  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  consider 
expediency  of  converting  citv  of  Charle- town 
bonds  of  §5000  into  bonds  of  §1000.  Bead  twice 
ami  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  extend  time  for  Michael 
Scanlan  to  build  on  land  purchased  of  the  city. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  pre- 
pare and  print  a  digest  of  the  ordinances  passed 
since  Dec.  31,  lsii'.i.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  order  passed  by  the  Common  Council  for 
the  sale  of  city's  land  on  Kliot  and  Pleasant  streets 
came  down  amended  by  inserting  words  -'or  the 
buildings  thereon  situated"  after  the  words 
Pleasant  street.  The  Council  concurred  in  the 
amendment. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  H.  T.  Knight  for 
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compensation  for  injuries  caused  by  collision  with 
a  city  team.    Accepted. 

Eeport  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  W.  L.  Burt,  Postmaster,  that  the  letter 
carriers  be  allowed  to  pass  over  the  East  Boston 
ferries  free  of  toll.    Accepted. 

THE  NEW  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half-past,  eight, 
o'clock,  viz.,  An  ordinance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  53, 1871.) 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  half-past  nine,  as 
there  was  considerable  unfinished,  business  to  be 
transacted. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  objected  to  any  post- 
ponement: "he  thought  the  Council  would  rather 
meet  tomorrow  night  to  transact  general  business 
than  postpone  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Flynn's  motion  was  lost— 23  for  36  against— 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

Mr.  Dennv  of  Ward;)— Mr.  President,  in  my  re- 
marks at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I  gave 
good  reasons  why  in  my  opinion  the  organization 
of  the  new  Water  Board,  as  proposed  by  the  ordi- 
nance reported  by  the  committee,  was  a  very 
great  improvement  over  the  present  Cochituate 
Board.  First,  in  the  manner  of  its  nomination  by 
theMavor;  second,  in  its  limited  number;  third, 
in  that 'the  new  board  were  to  give  their  entire 
time  to  their  duties  and  be  paid  for  their  services; 
and,  fourth,  that  theii  right  to  iix  the  water  rates, 
imder  the  legislative  act,  would  give  them  the 
opportunity  and  power  to  diminish  and  control 
the  verv  great  waste  of  water  which  now  exists, 
amounting  to  fully  one-fourth  of  the  daily 
supply.;  and,  further,  inasmuch  as  the  new 
board',  bv  the  proposed  ordinance,  will  be 
subject  entirely  to  the  orders  and  resolutions 
of  the  City  Council,  there  can  be  no  possible 
objection  to  its  formation  on  the  ground  that 
they  may  be  beyond  our  direction  and  control. 
(  defection,  however,  is  made  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  forma- 
tion of  the  boaru.  based  upon  the  legal  opinion  of 
lawyers  who  endeavor  to  convey  the  impression, 
without  stating  it  directly,  that  the  new  board 
would  be  independent  of,  ami  not  subject  to,  the 
•votes  and  control  of  the  City  Council  itself.  In 
answer  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  authority 
that  our  legal  adviser,  the  City  Solicitor,  has 
stated  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  gives  to  the 
new  board  onlv  such  power  as  the  City  Council 
max  delegate  io  iheui  a~  their  appointed  agents. 
He  is  sustained  in  this  opinion  most  fully  by  other 
eminent  legal  authority,  ami  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  fair  interpretation  of  the  act  can  lead  to  any 
other  ninilii~i.ni ;  or.  turf  her,  that  there  is  hardly  a. 
lawyer  in  thi-  Council  or  out  of  it  that  honestly 
takes  any  oi  her  t  ban  this  view  of  its  true  meaning 
and  intent.  We  will  see  what  a  common-sense 
view  of  this  act  is.  The.  first  clause  of  the  first 
section  gives  the  right  to  the  City  Council  to  es- 
tablish bv  ordinahee  a  Walei  Hoard  of  three  per- 
sons, to  be  appointed  h\  the  .Mayor,  etc.  Second- 
It  gives  the  right  to  the  City  Council  to  delegate 
In  lln  ■  linn  1 1 1  a  hi/  iir  1 1 II  the  powers  conferred  by 
the  -tat  mi-  ,,|  the  Commonwealth    upon    the    city 


do,  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water 
rights  and  other  property,  and  the  establish- 
ment anu  maintenance  of  works  and  appliances 
for  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  and  other 
cities  and  towns  with  pure  water.  It  is  upon 
this  third  clause  of  the  fn-t  section  which  Me  srs. 

Butler  and  Paine,  the    legal    advisers   of  .certain 

congenial  members  ol  this  City  Council,  have 
made  this  issue-that  it  gives  the  new  hoard  ad- 
ditional powers  to  that  delegated  to  them  by  the 
city,  as  stated  in  clause  the  second.  It  would 
seem  io  be  eominon  sense  that  as  agents  empow- 
ered bv  the  city,  t In  \  could    not   exercise   powers 

"im a.  them  l,\  their   principals,  and   certainly 

not  powers  which  the  cit\  itscll  does  not  possess. 
First— What  is  tin-  city  mm  authorized  to.do  tow- 
aril  the  takinc  of  lands,  water    lights    and    other 


the  agency 


r-    liMchy  authorized    l..\    and    through 
of  the   Cochituate   Water  Board  to 


take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into  and  through  said 
city,  all  the  waters  of  Sudbury  lliver,"  etc.,  etc. 
Now  these  arc  the  acts  the  city  is  now  authorized 
to  do  and  referred  to  in  the  third  clause  of  the 
new  act  as  quoted.  More  than  six  months  ago 
our  City  Solicitor  decided  that  our  Cochituate 
Board  could  not  exercise  this  power  of  taking- 
land,  etc..  under  the  act  of  1X72,  without,  a  direct 
vote  of  the  City  Council  to  that  effect,  although  it 
had  been  assumed  that  they  could  do  so,  and  the 
Council  of  1873  voted  appropriations  to  the  extent 
of  SoOO.uou  (the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  Mr. 
Dean,  also  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  gi\  ing  their  votes 
in  the  affirmative),  in  order  that  the  enterprise  of 
taking  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  could 
be  prosecuted  and  speedilv  completed.  This 
decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  for  this  re- 
quired vote  of  authority  to  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  was  never  disputed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, but  in  consequence  of  it  we  have  been  de- 
bating the  question  of  a  water  supply  the  whole 
year,  and  now  we  are  in  formed  by  this  outside  legal 
advice  that  the  new  board  under  this  new  act  of 
1874  (having  only  such  power  under  the  act  as  the 
agent  of  tin  city  to  do  what  the  city  is  now  author- 
ized to  do  through  the  agem  >  of  the  Cochituate 
Board),  could  go  forward  and  take  lands,  water 
rights,  etc.,  "notwithstanding  any  votes  or  acts  of 
tue  City  Council  in  objection  thereto.''  If  that  is 
good  law  the  Cochituate  Hoard  have  now  the  right 
to  go  on  with  the  Sudbnrx,  schemes  without  wait- 
ing longer  for  our  votes.  In  addition  to  this  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  new  act,  clause  2d,  reads,  "And  the 
said  Boston  Water  Board  shall,  so  far  as  the  City- 
Council  of  said  city  may  by  ordinance  prescribe, 
succeed  to  all  the  powers  and  duties  formeily 
vested  in  said  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water 
Board."  That  certainly  limits  sufficiently  definite 
their  powers,  and  it.  was  not  necessary  for  the 
words  "and  no  further"  to  have  been  added  to 
make  clear  their  being  subordinate  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Council.  I  think  1  have  shown  that  no 
one  can  fairly  and  intelligently  entertain  any 
other  opinion  than  that  given  by  our  legal  ad- 
viser, the  Cit.v  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— If  seems  tome,  Mr. Presi- 
dent, that  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject 
cannot  but  compel  any  member  of  the  Council 
who  is  desirous  of  doing  that  which  is  safest  un- 
der the  circumstances,  who  looks  at  the  matter 
candidly  and  with  the  desire  to  do  exactly  what 
is  most  in  accordance  with  the  dignity  of  this 
body  and  the  city  of  Boston,  to  vote  against  this 
ordinance.  I  do' not  propose  to  discuss  the  great 
question  of  commission.  I  have  always  been 
opposed  to  the  large  multiplication  of  commis- 
sions; and  I  think  that  any  one  who  will  calmly 
and  carefully  examine  the  necessary  results  of  this 
multiplication  cannot  but  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  creation  of  a  Fire  Com  mission, with  itssix 
or  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  expenditures, 
and  control  of  750  men  with  all  their  interested 
friends  and  substitutes;  a,  Board  of  Health,  with 
its  like  expenditure  and  control  of  men;  and  a 
board  of  this  kind,  with  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture, having  control  of  the  number  of  men 
they  must  necessarily  have,  and  then  to  go 
on  'further  with  a  Police  Commission,  as  many 
contemplate  and  fancy  will  be  a  good  tiling,  with 
a  like  expenditure  and  a  large  number  of  men 
under  its  command,  thus  giving  a  dozen  men  in  the 
city  of  Boston  the  control  of  millions  of  money 
and  thousands  of  votes, — although  we  may  go  on 
well  for  a  few  years,  will  be  convinced  that  it  is 
utterly  j  npossibie  in  the  nature  of  things  that  you 
shall  not  be  brought  up  .standing,  as  they  were  in 


New  York,  by  a  condition  of  things  from  which 
you  cannot  be  easily  extricated.  That  is  my 
belief.    We  see  it  all  about  us,  and  we  cannot  look 


at  the  question  calmly  without  feeling  that  it  i 
a.  danger  to  the  government  which  permits  it.  1 
simply  say  this  now  because  I  do  not,  propose  to 
throw  aside  those  broad  considerations  which  I 
think  we  must  feel  important,  nor  do  I  waive 
them.  If  a  committee  reports  one  set  and  we  do 
not  like  them,  we  can  elect  others.  Hut  In 
the  case  of  commissions,  one  man,  if  he  is  Mayor, 
sends  us  the  names  and  we  have  to  take  them; 
the  result  is  the  Mayor  has  all    the  power,  and  the 

man,  and  the  consequences,  we  know,  must,  at 
times  be  injurious.  But  I  propose  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council,  in  the  rtrxt  place, 
to  the  way  in  which  this  subject  comes  be- 
fore us.  'And  perhaps  the  better  way  is  to 
see  what  the  condition  of  the  thing  is'  today; 
why  we  are  undertaking  to  act  under  this  statute. 
What   is   our    condition    today?     Why,   sir,   the 
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Cochituate  Water  Board  La-  tin-  light  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  and  rights  vested  in  the  city  -'in 
such  mamii  r  and  by  such  agents  as  the  City 
Council  should  Erom  tune  to  :  me  ordain,  appoint 
and  direct.''  I  am  reading  from  City  Document 
No.  31,  which  quotes  the  act  of  the 'Legislature. 
So  far  as  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  is  concern- 
ed, without  undertaking  to  act  under  this 
law,  The  City  Council  shall  exercise  all  its 
rights  "by  such  agents,  officers  and  ser- 
vants a-  "the  City  Council  shall  from  time 
to  time  ordain  and  appoint.''  So  far  as  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  is  concerned,  do  we 
want  anything  more?  The  City  Council  is 
composed"  of  representative  men  "from  all  the 
walks  of  life,  including  the  eminent  hanker,  men 
of  the  different  profession-,  and  gentlemen  of  in- 
telligence, repre-enting  the  interest  of  this  great 
city,  and  if  we  are  not  competent  to  manage  our 
an  airs,  then  we  had  better  resign  and  go  home. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  believe  that 
this  Council  abdicate  it's  powers,  though  I  have 
seen  gentlemen,  members  of  this  Council,  who 
seem  to  fancy  that  we  cannot  manage  our 
affairs,     and    "are     constantly     endeavoring 


Government  of  Boston  take  charge  of  every  mat- 
ter that  the  City  Council  ran  cake  charge  of,  and  act 
upon  it  intelligently,  and  then  there  would  be  no 
gentleman  in  Boston  but  would  frc-1  p.oud  to  be  a 
member  of  it.  But  you  can  never  arrive  at  that 
by  taking  away  the   power-  and   giving    them   to 


rli— 


and  powers  are  to  be  "exercised  in  sue 

and  by  such  agent-  a-  the  CityCounci 
town  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  and  ordain"  ; 
so  that  the  city  of  Charlestown,  before  annexa- 
tion, had  lull  authority  to  deal  with  the  Mystic  by 
such  boards  or  agent*  or  such  officers  as  they 
choose  to  give  authority  to  manage  such  affairs. 
Then  we  come  to  the  act  annexing  the  two 
cities,  which  provides  "that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  should  be  continued  as  a  separate  or- 
ganization under  the  direction  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  until  the  City  Council '  should 
determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  of  Boston,  and  the  members  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  are  to  hold  their  office-  for  the  terms 
for  which  they  were  respectively  elected."  Son- 
then,  the  unexpired  terms  for  which  those  men 
were  elected  was  the  only  reason  urged  for  the 
pa-sage  of  any  act — imply  that  and  nothing  more. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  any  very  great  objection. 
whjn  we  consider  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Works  have  been  managed  with  a  degree 
of  skill  and  economy  that  challenges  the 
admiration  of  every  citizen.  Then.  Mi.  President. 
the  committee  got  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  this  question,  and  I  read  that : 

"Boston,  March  7,  1871. 

Sir— In  my  opinion  if  )'.-  competent  for  the  City 
Council  by  ordinance  to  unite  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  with  the  Cochituate  Water  Board;  but, 
under  the  act  of  annexation  (Acts  of  1873,  chapter 
28ij,  -eciion  12)  the  ordinance  should  provide  that 
the  present  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
shall  hold  office  after  the  union  for  the  term  for 
which  they  have  been  respectively  elected." 

That  leaves  it  so  that  two  members  of  the  Mys- 
tic AVater  Board  would  have  to  be  made  members 
of  the  new  water  board.    The  opinion  continues — 

"The  identity  of  the  Cochituate  Mater  Board 
should,  I  think,  be  preserved,  on  account  of  pow- 
ers that -have  been  conferred  upon  it  by  statute, 
and  have  not.  a- yet,  been  fully  executed.  There 
can  be  no  leijol  objection  to  otter inti  the  number 
of  members  of  this  Board,  oi  changing  the  mode 
of  electing  them,  if  it  be  deemed  expedient." 

The  authority  is  given  to  the  Mayor  to  apply  for 
such  changes  as  the  City  Council  may  deem  expe- 
dient. There  was  no  particular  object,  but  merely 
that  they  should  not  be  required  to  keep  two  men, 
whose  work  challenges  admiration,  upon  the 
board.  This  was  the  only  object  and  thereupon 
this  order  was  passed: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  enable  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  "to  establish  a  Water  Board",  and  to 
confer  upon  it  authority  to  exercise  all  or  any  of 
the  powers  now  ve-ted  by  statutes  and  ordinances 
in  the   Cochituate  Water  Board,  and   the   Mystic- 


Water  Board,  or  in  the   City  Council,  in  relation 
to  the  supplv  and  distribution  of  pure  water." 

In  other  words,  Mr.  Presrdent,  this  City  Council 
authorizes  the  Mayor  to  apply  for  an  a'ct  giving 
the  City  Council  power  to  e.-tablish  such  a  Water 
Board  as  it  might  think  fit  and  to  confer  upon  that 
Water  Board  such  powers  as  the  City  Council 
might  see  fit— simply  that  and  nothing  more. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  see  what  they  did  do.  I  suppose, 
Mr.  President,  that  if  the  Council  should  pass  an 
order  authorizing  the  Mayor  or  any  committee  or 
agent  to  go  abroad  and  collect  money  belonging 
to  the  city,  and  if  that  money  should  b'e 
diverted  from  the  city,  we  should  call 
that  embezzlement.  And,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
President,  if  we  should  authorize  any  agent  of  the 
city  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  authorize  us  to  do 
certain  things,  and  our  agent  should  get  an  act 
taking  away  "all  our  power  to  do  those  things,  -we 
should  call  that  equally  di-hone-t.  And  the  City 
Council  thai  has  the  right  to  exist,  Mr.  President, 
that  has  the  right  to  pass  upon  the  affairs  of  a 
great  city  ana  will  permit  its  agents,  without 
condemnation,  the  moment  that  they  get  their 
backs  turned,  to  prove  recreant  to  their  trusts 
and  defeat  the  very  object  for  which  they  were 
appointed,  is  not  worthy  to  sit  here,  if  it  does  not , 
in  the  strongest  manner,  condemn  the  acts  of 
those  men  who  have  been  recreant  to  their 
trusts.  Have  they,  Mr.  President,  done  their 
duty?  I  submit,  Mr.  President,  that  whoever 
got  this  act,  did  so  in  derogation  of  the  authority 
given  them.  And  here  I  desire  to  -av  a  word  as 
to  the  way  and  manner  in  which  this  City  Gov- 
ernment Las  managed  its  legislative  affairs.  I 
was  onee  on  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Af- 
f  aise,  and  I  requested  you,  sir,  not  to  put  me  there 
again.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  gets  au- 
thority and  he  goes  and  runs  the  whole  thing,  and 
it  had  better  be  abolished.  Yfou  had  better  trust 
it  to  your  representative-,  or  to  the  generous  dis- 
cretion of  the  Legislature,  from  whatever  portion 
of  the  State  they  come,  rather  than  manage  your 
business  in  this  way.  Thing- v.  ere  done  when  1  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  that  I  did  not  approve 
of,  and  I  had  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  them 
last  year,  and  I  know  I  need  not  be  assured  by  the 
member-  of  the  Legislative  Committee  from  this 
Council  that  if  they  had  taken  this  matter  in 
charge  this  particular  act  would  never  have  been 
passed.  Now,  let  us  see.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  read  from  the  act.  In  the  tir-t  place,  the 
first  section  say-  that  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
may  establish  by  ordinance  a  Water  Board,  to  con- 
sist of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council.  "Why 
was  any  such  authority  given?  Does  not  the  order 
say  that  tin  y  shall  apply  for  authoritv  to  the  eity 
to  establish  such  a  board  as  the  City  Council 
may  see  fit  to  provide.  If  they  are  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Mayor,  it  should  be  for  the  City- 
Council  to  provide  that  the.,  shall  be  nominated 
by  him.  It  gives  the  right"  to  the  Mayor  to  ap- 
point the  board,  and  nothing  else,  and 
he  has  all  the  power  in  his  own  hands. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  he  did  it  person- 
ally. I  do  not  believe  he  would.  But  if  we  were 
foing  to  hold  any  person  responsible,  it  should 
e  the  Mayor.  He  was  authorized  to  get  one 
thing  and  he  got  another,  and  he  got  it  for  him- 
self. Then  the  act  says  "Said  board  mav  be  em- 
powered by  said  City  Council  to  exercise  all  or 
any  of  the  powers  conferred  bv  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  with 
reference  to  supplying  said  city" with  water,  or  of 
the  Co-hituate  and  Mystic  water  boards."  And 
there,  Mr.  President,  if  they  had  stopped  !  Nothing 
more  was  needed.  It  is  utterly  impn-sible  to  point 
out  that  anything  more  was  needed.  The  order 
says  to  get  authority  to  establish  a  Water  Board, 
and  to  confer  upon  the  City  ( 'omu-il  power  to  con- 
fer upon  that  board  the  authoritv  now  vested  by 
statutes  and  ordinances  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic    water  boards,— and  there  it  is   all  given. 


to  do.  Now,  Mr.  President,  there"  is  something- 
else.  The  board  "may  be  empowered  by  said  City 
Council  to  exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  upon 
the  city  of  Boston,"— first,  said  board  mav  be  em- 
powered to  do  what  the  citv  can  do  ;  mav  be  empow- 
ered to  do  what  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  boards 
can  do  and  then  it  says  "and  is  also  empowered  to 
act  as  the  agent  ■  if  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or 
all  things  which  the  eity  is  now  authorized  to"  do 
in  relation  to  the  taking  of  lands,  water  rights, 
and  other  property,  and  the  establishment  ami 


4JL2 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


maintenance  of  works."  Now,  then,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  is  a  very  peculiar  and  dis- 
tinct matter  that  this  relates  to.  It  re- 
lates to  the  taking  land  and  water  by 
right  of  eminent  doinain,  saying  they  shall  have 
that  authority  as  agents— and  I  shall  deal  with 
that  by  and  by,  somewhat  brielly,  as  I  do  not  care 
to  pass  my  own  judgment  upon  it,  but  shall  say 
that  that  matter  is  not  as  entirely  beyond  doubt 
as  if  they  had  got  only  the  authority  required  by 
the  order.  Hut  before  I  come  to  that,  1  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  next  clause,  because,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  there  is  no  question  about  it.  The 
gentleman  who  preceded  me  makes  a  point  of 
that.  He  thinks  that  is  a  magnificent  thing,  and 
he  would  go  for  it  for  that  reason  alone.  "Said 
board  may  also  establish  and  regulate  the  price 
or  rents  for  the  use  of  said  water,  subject  to  the 
provisions"  of  certain  statutes  which  provide  for 
an  application  to  the  Supreme  Court,  etc.  It  is 
admitted  that  the  city,  if  you  act  under  this  law, 
will  have  lost  control  forever  over  the  water  rates, 
because  there  is  no  talk  about  agency.  You  will 
observe,  first,  thi'  City  Council  ma"v  appoint;  it  may 
give  them  authority;  then  they  may  as  agents 
do  certain  things,  and  then  they  may  do  certain 
things  without  the  use  of  the  word  agents.  So 
you  have  got  three  different  pieces  of  language, 
and  where  it  is  said  that  they  may  do  certain 
things.it  is  admitted  that  so  far  as' establishing 
the  water  rates,  this  board  of  three  men  would 
have  entire  control  of  the  whole  subject.  Now, 
then,  with  regard  to  that  last  clause,  which  is  ad- 
mitted to  give  them  that  authority,  I  desire  to 
ask  if  this  City  Council  is  willing  to  release  the 
control  of  the  water  rat's.  I  have  been  an  advo- 
cate of  economy,  Mr.  President;  I  introduced 
here,  some  considerable  time  ago,  an  order  simi- 
lar to  the  one  that  passed  both  branches  lately, 
but  it  was  stopped  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by 
some  one  who  was  terribly  afraid  that  hopper 
closets  would  be  interfered  with,  and  I  understand 
that  he  expects  to  be  on  the  new  Water  Hoard.  Al- 
though he  claims  *iiai  our  orders  are  nonsensical 
and  iooli-h.  ii  ha-  ha  !  one  gi.."l  eil'e.-t,  -o  Mi.it  an 
order  exactly  like  it,  to  stop  this  waste. ba-  p  isse.ti 
both  brandies,  and  I  tiust  we -hall  reach  i'  and 
have rage  Mgrapiih  with  i<  amis' op  the  ua-te 


without  undertaking  to  abrogat  ■  it:-  powers  on  ac- 
count of  its  own  incompetence.  As  I  said  before, 
this  act  takes  from  us  the  power  to  control  the 
water  rates.  You  will  find  that  the  water  rates 
are  established  by  ordinance,  covering  a 
number  of  pages,  reaching  all  the  various  emer- 
gencies, adapted  to  all  styles  of  buildings,  and 
providing  also  for  the  use  of  meters  in  a  variety 
of  eases,  and  that  entirely  within  the  control  of 
the  City  Government.  And  you  are  asked  to  do 
away  with  all  that  and  crust  the  power  to  three 
men  who  will  deal  with  it  as  you  do  not  know  how. 
I  say,  Mr.  President,  and  with  great  .respect,  be- 
cause I  do  not  really  believe  gentlemen  have 
considered  it,  that  any  one  who"  will  intrust  his 
powers  to  others,  who  is  ready  to  abdicate  his 
powers,  had  better  leave  this  body  before  he  so 
acts.  Now,  then,  as  to  this  other  clause.  You  have 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  who  may  be  cor- 
rect; he  is  a  very  excellent  lawyer;  he  is  largely 
conversant  with  municipal  law— probably  no  one 
more  so;  and  you  have  got  on  the  other  hand  the 
opinion  of  two  other  eminent  lawyers  who  give 
opinions  the  other  way,  and  those  opinion-  i'  seems 
were  obtained,  by  somebody    who  got  -o  impressed 


with  the 
duty  to  i 
is  no  le 
who.ui 


if 


,  I  on  lii  thai  tins  is  in,  having  the  same  dill  deuces 
of  opinion  among  legal  niimls  ot  eminence, — as 
eminent  as  any  Ave  have  got,— I  say  there  i-  not 
one  of  them  who  would  iindei take  to  say  that  bis 
client  ought  to  take  such  a  title,  or  t  ha'  I  he  .-;  ate 
should  he  ileall   with  uilhont    a-l.mv     he  -s  1 1  j  •  i ,  ■ 

Court  to  pass  upon  the  question  ol  itslegality. 
No  prudent  man  could  do  it;  my  friend  here 
before  me  would  not  do  it.  In  any  of  the  walks 
of  life,  the  very  moment  there  was  I  hat  difference 
of  opinion  in  legal  minds  we  should  say,  "Un- 
less we  are  compelled  to  act  we  will  not  act." 
And  are  you  compelled  to  act?  Have  not  you 
got  power  enough  already?  Is  the  keeping  of 
two  Mystic  men  on  this  board,  such  a  terrific  ca- 


lamity that  you  have  got  to  run  all  these  risks  ? 
It  seems  to  me  not,  Mr.  President.  I  say  that  no 
person  will  do  so  unless  he  wants  to  give  the 
power  away,  and  that,  as  I  understand  from  the 
debate,  they  all  say  they  do  not.  Now.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  desire  to  call  attention— and  1  will  endeav- 
or to  do  it  without  any  technicalities — to  this  act. 
It  says,  "And  is  also"  empowered  to  act  as  the 
agent  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  doing  any  or  all 
things  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do"  ; 
and  then  the  board  is  also  authorized  to  collect 
water  rates,  without  the  use  of  the  word  "agent." 
I  suppose  that  the  question  of  the  use  of  the 
word  "agent"  may  or  may  not.be  important.  It  all 
rests  upon  it;  the' whole  question  rests  upon  the 
use  of  the  word  "agent."  It  is  not,  as  in 
every  bill  drawn  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
as  in  the  late  Mystic  bill  which  provides 
that  the  city  of  Boston  may  through  the  agency 
of  the  Boston  Water  Board  or  any  other  agency  if 
may  establish,  take  water  rights  ;'  it  is  not  that,  it 
is  not  that  the  city  may  do  it  by  its  agency,  but 
that  they  may  act  as  agents  and"  do  it.  Ami  then 
they  say*,  "they  acting  as  agents  means  necessari- 
ly that  the  principal  shall  first  act"  ;  but  does  that 
necessarily  follow?  When  they  establish  water 
rates,  how  do  they  act?  They  act  as  the  agents  of 
somebody.  Are  they  any  less  agents  of  some  sort 
because  it  does  not.  say  that  they  shall  act  as 
agents?  and  if  in  another  place  it  "says  they  shall 
lie  deemed  to  act  as  agents,  are  they  any  more 
agents  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other?  Are 
they  not  agents  in  both  cases?  Very  clearly  they 
are  agents  of  some  sort  in  both  cases.  Now, 
then,  we  do  have  undoubtedly  in  our  mu- 
nicipal organizations  in  this  'Commonwealth 
already  a  very  great  mixture  of  powers.  We 
have  a  variely  of  things  that  AVe  pass  upon  as  a 
City  Government,  and  then  we  have  a  variety  of 
other  things  that  we  pass  up  on  as  agents  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. And  the  <  ominonuealth  that  makes 
parrh-  i'-  agents  may  also  make  them  agents 
of  the  city.  I  suppose  that  the  City  Government 
is  agent  of  the  Commonwealth  in  some  cases  and 
agent  of  the  city  in  other-,  depending  upon  what 
it  is.  Such,  .Mr.  President,  is  the  law.  Now,  then, 
I  find,  with  leteience  to  this  point,  in  a  book  of 
authority,  "Dillon  on  Municipal  Corporations." 
written  by  one  of  the  circuit  judges  of  the  United 
States,  in  section  33  he  says — 

"And  here  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the 
distinction  between  State  officers— that  is,  officers 
whose  duties  concern  Hie  State  at  large,  or  the 
g.  in  i    I  public  although  exercise, I  wiihiu  defined 
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authority  from  the  State.  Ivow,  Mr.  President, 
there  was  another  thing  which  you  passed  upon 
last  year,    and    that   was    with    reference  to  the 
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widening  of  Water  street.  Our  rules  provide  that 
we  shall  have  a  two-thirds  vote  for  the  passage  of 
a  money  order,  and  that  did  not  get  a  two-thirds 
'vote,  but  vou  decided  on  examination,  and  you 
cited  the  City  Solicitors  opinion  that  although 
the  authority  was  vested  in  the  City  Council  by 
name,  when  the  amount  exceeded  a  certain  sum, 
to  pass  or  reject  the  order,  yet  when  the  Common 
Council  came  to  act  it  could  not  do  so  in  accord- 
ance with  it-  general  rules  as  a  municipal  body, 
but  that  it  acted  under  the  Legislative  authority 
on  that  question,  and  a  majority  vote  con- 
trolled, and  thus  that  measure  was  carried. 
Sow  there  is  another  thing.  Last  year  you  will 
remember  that  we  established  the  Hoard  of  Health. 
The  State  authorized  the  city  to  crea.e  a  Board  of 
Health,  or  health  officers,  or  to  appoint  either 
branch  a  Hoard  of  Health,  or  to  make  a  joint 
committee  or  Hoard  of  Health.  AVe  established  an 
independent,  separate  board,  and  immediately 
after  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  proceeded  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  a  smallpox  hospital, 
and  undertook  to  pass  votes  with  respect  to  the 
purchase  of  lands  for  that  purpose:  and  in  the 
midst  of  that  matter  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that,  after  a  Hoard  of  Health  has  been  estab- 
lished, you  cannot  control  it,  and  have  no  author- 
ity over  it  at  all.  Although  you  could  establish  it 
or  not  as  you  thought  fit,  at  your  own  dis- 
cretion, give  your  own  Board  authority 
or  both  boards  authority,  yet  the  moment 
you  established  an  independent  board  as  a  Board 
of  Health,  that  moment  they  could  do  as  they 
wished;  and  so  they  did.  and  established  the  .Afar- 
cella-street  Hospital  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
citizens  and  behests  of  the  Boaul  that  first  created 
them,  because  its  power  was  then  gone.  Now, 
then,  with  reference  to  this  ordinance.  AVe  de- 
sire to  make  it  so  that  the  power  shall  be  vested 
in  the  city,  and  so  that  we  shall  have  the  right  of 
revision  and  control.  But  we  certainly  could  not 
revise  and  control  with  regard  to  the  water  rates, 
and  whether  we  could  as  regards  the  other  mat- 
ters is  what  you  have  to  run  the  risk  of.  If  you 
establish  the  board,  and  they  have  the  power,  it  is 
gone  from  you,  and  you  never  can  call  it  back.  It 
may  not  be" so,  but  you  run  that  risk,  and  you  run 
it  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  these  decisions  to  which 
I  have  referred  and  of  the  knowledge  which  you 
now  have  from  actual  practice,  and  it  is  a  risk 
which  no  legal  gentleman  here  would  run  with 
reference  to  any  S500  piece  of  property.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  this,  as  it  seems  to  me,  settles  this 
matter.  It  would  be  a  very  important  question  if 
it  was  all  that  we  could  do,  but  is  there  anything 
here  to  tempt  any  member  who  has  any  regard 
for  the  City  Government  to  which  he  belongs,  to 
vote  in  favor  of  such  a  measure  when  you  have 
got  the  authority  to  deal  with  the  thing  just  as 
you  want  to  deal  with  it,  already.  If  you 
could  not  do  anything  else,  if  we  could  have  no 
water  without  doing  this,  then  as  a  matter  of 
of  discretion  it  might  be  well  for  us  to  do  it,  and 
we  might  feel  that  we  wanted  water  so  much  that 
we  must  do  it.  But,  Mr.  President,  is  there  any 
necessity  for  it?  And  here  I  propose  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healy  on  this  ques- 
tion contained  in  tic  bitter  parted' "thai  document. 
He  says,  "To  your  inquiry  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
continuing  the  Mystic  Water  Hoard  with  its  pres- 
ent powers,  I  answer  that  there  rs  no  legal  objec- 
tion to  so  doing.  The  act  annexing  Chaiiestown 
to  Boston  provides  that  this  board  'slull  be  con- 
tinued a  separate  organization  under  the  direction 
of  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  until  the  said  City 
Council  shall  determine  to  unite  it  with  the  Co- 
chituate  AVater  Hoard  of  Boston.'  If  it  be  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  Mystic  Water  Board  as  a 
separate  organization,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
to  elect  members  thereof  in  place  of  those  whose 
terms  of  office  have  expired  or  may  expire,  I  rec- 
ommend the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  providing 
for  such  election." 

Now,  then,  we  have  got  all  the  authority  that 
we  need,  and  got  it  without,  running  any  risk,  and, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  that  settles  the  thing.  Com- 
plaint is  made  of  the  present  Cochituate 
Water  Board.  Well,  now,  the  only  objec- 
tion to  the  present  Cochituate  AVater  Board 
is  that  they  have  tumbled  head  and  heels  into  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme,  and  yet  it  is  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme  for  which  they  want  to  get  a  new 
board.  I  suppose  they  think  if  they  get  a  new 
board  they  will  get  a  little  deeper  in.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  look  at  this  matter  without  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  whoever  drew  that  act,  after  they 
had  got  everything  in  that  the  order  provided  for, 
proceeded  to  say  to  themselves,  "Now,  then,  how 


can  we  get  something  on  the  sly?  How  can 
we  get  something  by  cheating  the  City  Gov- 
ernment out  of  some  of  its  powers?"  because 
thev  had  done  everything  that  the  order  pro- 
vided for,  and  vet  they  went  deliberately  and  put 
in  something  further.  They  did  not  get  the  power 
for  the  City  Government  to  deal  as  the  City  Gov- 
ernment thought  fit.  but  to  deal  with  it  as  the  City 
Government  should  not  see  fit.  Now,  then,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  just  one  thing  that  I  propose 
to  call  attention  to'.  I  do  not  care  to  follow  my 
learned  friend  into  the  Sudbury  scheme  but  a 
little,  but  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  one  thing, 
which  seems  to  show  what  a  terrible  thing  it 
would  be  if  we  were  to  get  ourselves  into  the  same 
trap  that  the  Board  of  Aldeimeii  were  caught  in 
when  tney  appointed  the  Board  of  Health.  Row 
should  we  feel  if  we  established  this  board  and 
then  found  we  had  no  authority  to  do  anything 
with  regard  to  it?  Change  the  ordinance,  it  is 
said.  Change  the  ordinance?  AVliy.  All .  President, 
my  learned  brother,  although  he  is  so  skilful  as  a 
merchant,  yet.  does  not  comprehend— and  there- 
fore he  should  not  be  so  ready  to  pass  his  opinion 
upon  it — where  we  should  lie  by  the  time  the 
ordinance  was  changed;  because  all  they  have  to 
do  is  to  file  the  taking  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds, 
and  your  power  is  gone  forever.  Gone  forever! 
and  all  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  would  have 
'to  to  be  paid  for  where  they  come  over  the  dam 
at  West  Billerica,  at  AVlupjilc's  Mills,  at  Massaic 
Falls,  at  Middlesex  Mills  and  at  Lawrence. 

You  would  have  to  pay  for  the  water  five 
times  over,  and  you  have  got  to  do  that  as 
was  illustrated  by  Air.  Adams,  and  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Warren,  whif-t  you  say  nothing  of  the  Mystic 
and  nothing  of  the  Shawsheen,  and  whilst  you 
have  all  you  need  if  you  undertake  simply  to  he 
economical  in  me  present  Cochituate  Lake.  Why, 
Mr.  President,  I  took  some  figures  as  to  that,  and 
they  are  these :  The  last  report  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  shows  that  during  the  year  1873 
there  ran  to  waste  over  the  waste  ways  2,917,- 
977,000  gallons  of  water,  and  that  would 
be,  within  a  few  gallons,  a  loss  of  8,000,000 
gallons  per  day.  They  then  found,  sir,  that 
out  of  18. 000. 'lino  gallons  that  came  through 
the  pipes  into  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  one- 
third  was  wasted  and  could  be  stopped  as  well 
as  not;  that  14,000,000  gall  ms  were  wasted  in 
1873  and  only  12.01)0.000  put  to  any  useful  pur- 
pose. Now,  "then,  what  are  you'  gonig  to  do 
under  such  circumstances?  Are  you  going 
to  waste  one-half  of  Cochituate  Lake? 
My  friend  [Mr.  Denny]  suggests  that  during 
seven  months  of  the  year  not  a  drop  runs 
over,  and  that  is  true,  but  the  gentlemen 
proceed  here  to  show  that  it  could  all  be 
utilized,  if  you  could  build  reservoirs  to  bridge 
over  that,  five  months  of  the  year.  Well,  then,  are  . 
yon  going  to  lose  all  this  wafer  to  go  over  to  Sud- 
bury River  and  build  a  conduit  and  works  at  a 
cost  of  sll.000,000?  AVhat  a  strange,  what  a  wild 
piece  of  conduct  this  would  be!  And  is  not  this 
Council  able  to  take  bold  of  this  question  of  wast- 
ing water?  I  know  this  Council  will,  and  now  is 
the  time  to  do  it,  and  we  will  authorize  a  board  to 
do  it,  but  we  want  to  keep  the  management  of  our 
own  affairs  and  do  not  want  to  be  cheated  out  of 
them  by  any  gentlemen  whom  we  may  appoint  to 
do  a  particular  aco  for  us. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is  really  no  question 
here  about  it.  Can  any  gentleman,  for  a  moment, 
advocate  the  running  of  a  risk  such  as  this  where 
there  is  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  it  at  all; 
when  you  have  -rot  authority  without  this  act  to 
appoint  your  agent  to  do  with  this  matter  as  vou 
think  fit?  This  act  was  a  troublesome  act;  the 
gentleman  from  AVard  10  was  very  eager  to  have 
it  brought  forward.  The  committee  .examined  it 
with  a  good  deal  of  care,  but  with  till  the  exam- 
ination that  was  made  I  do  not  think  that  at  that 
time  we  got  fully  to  the  bottom  of  it.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  pass  upon  the  one  question  here, 
because  you  have  good  authority  to  doubt  and 
there  is  no  need  of  running  risk. 

Mr.  Warren  of  AVard  12— Mr.  President,  when 
this  subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  AVater, 
it  w  as  understood  by  that  committee  that  the  new 
AVater  Board  was  to'  have  no  more  power  than  the 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards,  with  the  exception 
of  regulating  the"  price  of  water,  etc.  We  sup- 
posed also    ha;    we   could   by   ordinance  limit  the 

pow  cr  "I    the    board    anil    rtol  fei    upon    it    t  he 

full  power  of  the  legislative  act.  These  were  the 
views  entertained  by  the  committee.  Now  it 
appeals  from  good  reliable  authority  that  we 
cannot    limit    the    powers    of    this    act.     If  it 
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cannot  be  limited  by  ordinance,  then  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board  will'have  all  the  power  vested  in 
the  city  of  Boston  or  City  Council,  granted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  aet'of  1874.  The  most  objec- 
tionable part  of  this  act,  to  me,  is  where  it  speaks 
of  the  duties  of  the  Water  Board:  "And  is  also 
empowered  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  doing  any  or  all  things  which  the  city  is 
now  authorized 'to  do."  Then,  Mr.  President,  it 
goes  on  and  details  what  this  agency  is.  It  says 
that  "in  doing  any  rr  all  thing- which  the  city 'is 
now  authorized  to  do  in  relation  to  the  taking  of 
lands,  water  rights  and  other  property,  and  es- 
tablishment and  maintenance  of  works  and  appli- 
ances to)  supplying  the  city  of  Boston  or  other 
cities  and  town-  with  pure  water."  That,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident.is  what  the  city  of  Boston  now  have  authority 
to  do,  and  if  we  confer  that  right  upon  the  Water 
Board,  they  will  have  all  the  power  that  the  City 
Council  of 'the  city  of  Boston  now  have.  We  can- 
not afford  to  run  so  great  a  risk  where  there  is  so 
much  room  for  doubt.  The  able  authority  which 
has  been  produced  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  would  warrant  the  Water  Board  in 
taking  action  adversely  to  his  opinion.  They 
could  go  on  and  take  lands,  settle  water 
rights,  etc.,  as  defined  in  the  agency  clause, 
The  Butler  and  Paine  decision  would  clothe  them 
with  ample  authority  to  go  on  and  exercise  all  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  city  of  Boston  or  City 
Council,  and  they  could  fall  back  on  those  de'- 
cisions  for  their  own  protection.  I  contend  that 
we  have  no  right  to  delegate  to  any  commission 
the  full  power  vested  in  the  City  Council,  for  this 
is  the  power  that  belongs  to  the  people,  and  it  is 
sacredlv  intrusted  to  our  hands  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect. 1  hope  this  whole  matter  will  be  deferred 
until  the  act  may  be  amended,  and  the  objection- 
able feature  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7—1  think  this  matter  has 
been  fully  discussed,  and  as  there  is  a  very  full 
Council,  i  move  the  previous  question. 

Mi'.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered.  The  subject  has  not 
been  debated  very  fully,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  put  this  matter  through  when  only  one 
side  has  been  heard.  There  are  gentlemen  here 
who  would  like  to  be  heard  on  the  other  side,  and 
I,  for  one,  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  question  before  a  vote  is  taken.  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  which,  lie  has  presented  so  ably,  and  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  take  a  vote  before  he  has  been 
answered. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lit— 1  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  prevail.  One  side  has  been  ably  pre- 
sented and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail  because  the  other  side,  particularly  the 
gentlemen  from  Wards  15  and  let.  were  very  anx- 
ious to  force  the  matter  to  a  vote  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lit— I  said  last  Thursday  even- 
ing that  1  was  not   desirous  of  taking  a  vole  then. 

Mr.  Putnam— The  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
certainly  mistaken  in  his  reference  to  me. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  1  remember  rightly  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  quoted  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean]  as  in  favor  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— I  did  say  that  I  thought 
he  would  favor  the  ordinance  because  sundry 
clauses  were  put  in  at  his   suggestion;  and  I   also 


tion  was  declared  ordered. 
Mr.  Putnam  of   Ward   15  doubted  the  vote  and 

railed  l'"i-  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustain- 
ed. The  Council  then  divided  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered— 35  for,  32  against— and  the  ques- 
tion was  then  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  lit  the  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  rejected— yeas  31,  nays  38,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ada nis,  Ileal,  Bracked.  Burditt, 
Crocker,  Cudworth,  Davis,  Denny,  Goldthwait, 
Hairim'ton,  llunnewcll,  Kent,  Leach,  Boring, 
Miuot,  Morse,  Page,  1'cabody.  Tease,  Perkins, 
Towers,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sweetser,  Thai  her. 
Train,  West,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 31.  ,   ., 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bent,  Bleilcr, 
Boardman.  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Crow  lev,  Cusliina  u,  Dai  ey,  Day,  Dean,  Flat- 
lev,  Flynn,  Gordon,  Hicks,  Hine,  Jennings,  Kim- 


ball, Long,  Martin,  McCarty,  Molev,  Moonev, 
Noyes,  Pray,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sweat,  Wa'l- 
bridgc,  Warren,  Weston,  Winston,  Woodward— 38. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barnes,  Bearce,- 
Fuller,  Sprague — 4. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bracken  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  lay  that 
motion  upon  the  table.  My  object  in  doing  this  is 
that  if  this  motion  prevails  the  subject  will  go 
over  to  the  fall  and  give  gentlemen  time  to  con- 
ider  it.  A  number  of  those  who  have  been  prom- 
inent in  opposing  this  ordinance  have  often  re- 
flected upon  this  mil  hod  of  procedure  with  con- 
siderable severity.  I  think  they  ought  not  to  press 
a  reconsideration  tonight,  but  consent  to  let  it  go 
over  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  after  the 
vacation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  ta.ble  will  not  prevail.  Every  one  knows 
how  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  voted.  I  hope 
we  shall  decide  it  tonight.  It  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, every  member  has  made  up  his  mind,  and 
I  think  it  has  been  decided  fairly. 

Mr.  Brackett  o*  Ward  10— I  think  this  matter 
has  not  been  fully  discussed.  The  opposition 
have  cut  off  discussion  by  moving  the  previous 
question.  At  the  last  meeting,  I  voted  to  post- 
pone this  matter,  partly  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the 
part  of  this  branch;  he  has  discussed  it  this  even- 
ing, and  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time,  but 
when  gentlemen  desire  to  speak  in  favor  of  the 
ordinance  the  opposition  have 
moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10  X  trust  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  ta.ble  will  prevail.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  that  has  come  before  the 
City  Council,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
remarks,  all  discussion  on  the  opposite  side  has 
been  prematurely  cut  oil'.  In  ordinary  parliament- 
ary rules  that  would  not  be  considered  fail- play. 
The  opposition  were  granted  a  delay  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  it  would  certainly  be  nothing  but 
common  courtesy  to  give  the  whole  Council  time 
to  reconsider  this  matter,  as  no  harm  can  come 
from  laying  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  think  it  is  perfectly  un- 
fair to  have  moved  the  previous  question  this 
evening.  Certainly  the  opposition  cannot  accuse 
the  committee  of  trying  to  force  anything.  When 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  sent  me  a  commu- 
nication last  Thursday  that  he  could  not  be  here, 
I  spoke  to  several  gentlemen  and  requested  them 
to  favor  a  postponement  till  this  evening,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  unfair  now  to  try  to  choke  oil'  dis- 
cussion. It  looks  as  if  the  opposition  were  afraid 
gentlemen  might  change  (heir  minds  before  next 
fall. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  move  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and 'nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  would  suggest  whether 
all  that  they  desire  to  arrive  at  cannot  be  done  by 
the  passage  of  an  order  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
and  propose  to  offer  if  this  ordinance  is  de- 
feated: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
report  an  ordinance  reducing  the  number  of  the 
Oochituate  Water  Board  to  three  members." 

The  passage  of  such  an  order,  it  seems  to  me, 
would  accomplish  everylhing  that,  is  needed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  li— 1  understand  that  there 
is  a  vital  difference  between  any  such  order  as 
has  been  suggested  and  the  ordinance  before  us 
tonight.  After  the  subject  was  postponed  last 
Thursday  evening,  at.  the  request  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,1  think  it  is  hardly  fail- that 
as  soon  as  that  gentleman  has  got  through  his 
speech,  when  no  time  for  a.  reply  has  been  allowed 
for  the  opposition,  to  more  tac' previous  question  ; 
audit  would  be  still  more  unfair  not  to  allow  the 
consideration  of  this  matter  until  fall. 

rd  7— It  is  just  as  much  fail- 
lie  other  side  to  try  to  force  a 
eeting.  The  gentleman  from 
should  discuss  it,  and  did  at- 
it  then. 

-Two  wrongs  do  not 
make  a  right.  If  the  gentlemen  who  favored  the 
measure  did  wrong  at  the  last  meeting,  it  is  ccr- 
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re  did 
tainly  no  good  reason  why  those  who  voted 
against,  it  should  do  wrong.  I  was  one  of  those 
who  voted  again -t  the  ordinance,  but  I  am  cer- 
tainly in  favor  of  granting  fair  play,  and  I  do  not 
like  to  choke  oil  those  who  arc  in  the  minority.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  prevail. 
Mr.  Denny  of  Ward   9— The    gentleman   from 
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Ward  7  attempted  to  quote  me  correctly,  but  lie  is 
mistaken.  I  objected  to  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  question  at  the  las:  meeting 
because  I  thought  we  were  abundantly  able  to 
discuss  it  without  the  presence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  and  I  hoped  that  if  we  came  to 
a  conclusion  we  should  vote  upon  it;  but  I  never 
proposed  to  vote  upon  it  without  discussion;  I 
objected  to  a  postponement  of  the  di-cussiou,  but 
not  the  vote.  I  entirely  coincide  with  what  has 
been  said.  It  was  postponed  from  the  last  meet- 
ing at  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  to  speak,  and  then 
those  coinciding  with  htm,  in  opposition  to  the 
ordinance,  press" it  to  a  vote.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  knew  a  parallel  case  with  this  where  the 
opponent-  oE  a  bill,  after  having  presented  their 
views,  have  shut  olf  debate. 

Mr  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— When  the  ordinance  to 
establish  a  Fire  Commission  was  under  discussion 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  was  one  of  those  who 
forced  it  to  a  vote  bv  the  previous  question.  He 
took  the  same  course  then  that  I  have  taken  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— That  question  had  been 
discussed  three  months  before  I  took  that  action, 
and  then  it  was  only  after  every  parliamentary 
step  possilde  had  been  taken  by  the  opposition  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  48, 
nays  21,ias  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams.  Heal.  Boardn  an.  Brack- 
ets, Burditt.  Burgess.  Crocker.  Cudworth,  Cush- 
man,  Dacev,  Davis.  Day.  Dean,  Denny,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrington,  Hicks.  Hunnewell,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Loring.  McCarty.  Minot,  Morse, 
Noves,  Page,  Peabody,  Pease.  Perkins.  Powers, 
Pray,  Putnam,  Rus-ell,  Sibley.  Smith,  Sweat, 
Swe'etser,  Timelier.  Train.  Walbridge.  Warren. 
West,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur.  X.  S.  Wilbur,  WiU- 
cutt,  Woods— 18. 

Nays— Messrs.    Abbott.    Barry.     Bent,    Bleiler, 

Brown,  Butler,  Cawley,  Collins.  Crowley,  Flatley 

Flynn.   Gordon,   Hine,    Jennings.    Long.    Martin 

Moley,  Mooney.  Shaw.  Weston.  Woodward— 21. 

RECONSIDERATION  REFUSED. 

The  President  stated  that  when  the  Council  ad- 
journed at  the  last  meeting  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, made  by  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  was  pending, 
which  properly  comes  under  the  head  of  unfin- 
ished dusines.s'.  In  parliamentary  law,  a  matter 
pending  at  adjournment  fall-,  but  legislative  bod- 
ies generally  have  a  rule  that  unfinished  business 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  orders  of  the  next 
day.  The  rule  established  in  this  Council  by 
long  practice  is  that  such  matters  are  placed  un- 
der unfinished  busines-.  and  the  motion  was  in 
order  then  to  be  taken  up  in  the  usual  way. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Martin 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  order  to  pur- 
chase a  lot  of  James  F.  Marston  for  a  schoolhouse 
in  the  Lawrence  District  was  passed. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  advocated  the  motion, 
and  read  extiacts  from  letters  from  R.  J.  Feneley 
and  C.  A.  Connor  statingthat  the  lot.  proposed  was 
in  an  unsuitable  location.  The  people  in  that  vi- 
cinity favored  another  site  and  they  desired  the 
matter  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.  He  thought  they  h?d  a  better  and 
cheaper  lot  in  view. 

Mr!  West  of  Ward  16  had  made  some  inquiries 
in  regard  to  the  site  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Crowley].  The  price  was  $2  a 
foot,  and  its  assessed  value  eighty  cents,  while 
piles  -would  have  to  be  driven  for  the  foundation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  "Ward  7  hoped  the  reconsideration 
would  not  prevail.  He  compared  the  two  sites 
and  said  the  resident-  of  the  district  strongly  fa- 
vored the  Marston  lot.  They  had  been  trying  to 
get  such  a  schoolhouse  there  for  several"  years, 
and  this  was  the  first  time  they  had  succeeded  in 
getting  a  site  selected.  Some  gentlemen  had 
been  getting  persons  to  sign  petition-  against  the 
Marston  lot  who  did  not  live  in  the  ward. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  reconsideration 
would  prevail,  that  the  remonstrants  might  be 
heard,  if  for  no  other  reason.  He  sent  a  petition 
to  the  Chair  to  be  read,  signed,  by  J.  Southerland 
and  others,  strongly  opposing  the  Marston  lot. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7  could  not  agree  with  what 
Messrs.  Crowley  and  Martin  had  said ;  the  lot  se- 
lected was  far  preferable  to  the  one  named  by 
them;  those  living  in  the  neighborhood  whose 
children  are  likely  to  attend  school  there  are  in 
favor  of  the  Marston  lot;  the  selection  of  the  site 
proposed  by  his  colleagues  would  be  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  residents;    This  attempt  to  undo 


the  doings  of  the  committee  was,  in  his  opinion, 
an  outrage  upon  the  citizens,  and  he  felt  that  he 
must  iu  some  way  express  his  contempt  for  such 
action. 

Ml-.  Martin  denied  that  he  had  advocated  any 
site,  but  he  believed  they  had  a  site  m  view 
which,  all  things  considered,  was  much  better  and 
cheaper.  He  did  not  believe  the  people  in  that 
neighborhood  favored  the  Marston  lot,  and  there 
would  be  no  question  about  it  if  they  could  go  be- 
fore the  committee  ami  state  their  case. 

Mr.  Flvnn  moved  the  previous  question ;  it  was 
ordered,"and  the  reconsideration  was  lost. 

THE  VACATION. 

Mr.  jSToyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  when  „he  Coun- 
cil adjourn  it  oe  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber. 

On  motion  of  M.1.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  time 
was  made  the  second  Thursday  in  September,  and 
the  motion  was  carried. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
S1000  for  team  work  for  Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
not  exceeding  sli'mi  for  improving  Wackstoneand 
Franklin  squares.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding .32200  for  lumber,  carpentering,  mason 
work  anil  painting  for  Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
not  exceeding  ssuo  for  the  purchase  of  sods  for 
Common,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  .-101. (inn  for  the  widening  of 
Beach  street,  and  to  be  called  •■Street  Improve- 
ment Loan.  Beach  street.''  Passed— yeas. 50.  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  §57,000  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  heretofore  borrowed  as  the  "Street  Im- 
provement Loan,  Beach  street."  Passed— yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  of .  555200  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary 
Schoolhouses,  East  Boston.  Passed— yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  "Home  for 
the  Poor"  on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  §385,000;  and  requesting  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  report  an  order  providing  the 
means.    Passed— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

PUBLIC  URLNALS. 

The  following  communication  was  received 
from  the  Board  of  Health : 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Board  of  • 
Health  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  public  urinals.  This  was 
granted  April  Hi,  and  on  April  27  we  petitioned 
the  City  Council  for  permission  to  locate  these 
urinals  in  certain  places.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  on  Paving  and  Health, 
and  on  May  14  the  Board  of  Health  was  notified 
and  heard  by  said  committees,  since  which  time 
we  have  waited,  amid  natch  complaint  from  citi- 
zens and  others,  for  the  permission  asked  for. 
On  Jvne  11,  an  order  of  inquiry  was  introduced  in 
the  Common  Council  asking  what  the  Board  of 
Health  had  done  or  was  doing  to  erect  public  uri- 
nals. This  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Health,  which  committee,  on  application  to 
this  board,  was  furnished  with  the  information 
here  given.  The  Board  of  Health  lias  been  ready 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  urinals  since  April 
27,  and  only  awaits  the  permission  of  the  City 
Council.  The  importance  of  the  case,  the  just  de- 
mand of  the  public,  and  the  constant  inquiry  of 
members  of  the  City  Council  and  of  impatient 
citizens,  would  seem  to  justify  the  board  in  thus 
renewing  our  petition  of  April  27;  and  we  respect- 
fully ask  that  immediate  action  may  he  taken  by 
the  City  Council,  and  that  the  Board  of  Health 
may  be  permitted  to  commence  the  work  at  once. 
A.  W.  Boardman,  Chairman. 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .".thought  that,  in  view  of  the 
facts  stated,  some  action  should  be  taken.  He 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on 
Health  and  Paving.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  are  guilty  of  a  dereliction 
of  duty ;  he  would  not  say  that  it  was,  hut  he 
would  call  upon  the  Chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  He  hardly  knew  how  to  reach  the  mat- 
ter, but  it  is  a  matter  that  needs  attention,  and  he 
was  astonished  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  had 
not  attended  to  this  duty.  He  had  heard  com- 
plaint-, but  never  knew  tin:  cause  of  the  delay  be- 
fore. He  hoped  some  gentleman  who  understood 
parliamentary  law  better  than  he  does,  would  of- 
fer some  order  that  would  meet  the  case. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Mr.  "Warren  e if  Ward  1'-'  said  the  Committee  on 
Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Council  only  met  once  a 
year,  anil  never  know  what  is  going  on.  It  seem- 
ed to  him  to  be  a  combination  of  the  l'aving  Com- 
mittee  against  the  Hoard  of  Health.  He  moved 
that  the  communication  lie  sent  up. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  said  he  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  to  say  that  this  was  an  illustration  of 
the  difference  between  a  commission  and  a  com- 
mittee. One  is  a  small  compact  body  and  does  its 
■workup;  ihe  other  is  scattered  all  'over  the  city. 
It  if  a  small  matter. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  that  was  entirely  true, 
and  it  would  be  well  enough  if  commissions  were 
kept  at  the  small  matters. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  said  the  matter  was  before 
the  Joint  Committi  e  on  Health,  and  the  question 
arose  as  to  where  the  urinals  should  be  located, 
when  it  was  stated  by  the  chairman  that  that  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Mr.  Denny  said  the  matter  now  lies  between  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Hoard  of  Health,  and  it  appears 
that  the  commission  are  already  at  work,  while 
the  committee  delays  the  matter,  and  nothing  is 
done. 

The  communication  was  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Thomas 
McDonough  to  be  compensated  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Dover-street  Bridge.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— Petition  of  B.  J. 
Barry  as  follows : 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his 
associates,  chartered  by  the  present  Legislature 
of  this  Commonwealth  as  the  "Flax  Pond  Water 
Company,"  with  power  to  "contract  with  cities 
and   towns    to    supply  the  same  with   pure  water 


ponds  in  Lviin  and  Nell's  Pond  in  the  town  of 
Lynnfield,"  respectfully  requests  that  the  city  of 
Boston  would  examine  into  the  sources  of  water 
supply  thus  granted  to  this  company,  as  regards 
the  purity  of  the  water,  quantity  that  can  be  fur- 
nished, etc.,  believing  that  East  Boston  can  now 
be  supplied  with  water  of  exceptional  purity,  free 
from  sources  of  contamination,  under  so  great  a 
pressure  as  to  make  it  very  valuable  for  fire  pur- 
poses and  at  a  price  below  what  it  is  now  paying,  as 
to  make  the  subject  well  worthy  of  close  examina- 
tion and  consideration,  and  asks  for  a  hearing  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

REPOBTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,   for  the  Committee 

on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Company  D,  Fifth  Regimented"  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.— Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollar-,  in  it-pairing  and 
fitting  n|i  the  armory  occupied  by  Coinpa-iy  D, 
Fifth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  Winthrop  street, 
Charlestown  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  there  lie  allowed  and  paid  Cap- 
tain T.  L.  Harlow,  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  to 
reimburse' him  for  amount  of  rent  fin  id  for  the  use 
of  Athenaeum  Hall,  Ward  16,  as  a  temporary  armo- 
ry for  said  company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  an  additional  -inn,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollar',  in  titling  up  the 
arm. >rv  occupied  by  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  AT.,  at  the  coiner  of  Harvard 
and  Washington  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,,' on  mction  of  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14 
ami  passed— yeas  53,  nays  o. 

By  Mr.  \\  •■  *  of  Ward  in,  fur  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  'u  whom  wa-  referred  the  request  Of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Alt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
recommending  that  an  appropriation  id  £6000  be 
made  to  enable  them  to  build  a  new  receiving 
tomb— Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
aeeoinpanving  order; 

Ordered;  That  Hie  Auditor   of  Account-  be   and 


Read  tu  ice  under  a  susp. 


motion  of  Mr.  Winston  of  Ward  8,  and  passed— 
yeas  52,  nays  0. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  1(5,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
quest of  tho  School  Committee— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pur- 
chase as  a  site  for  a  primary  -choolhouse  in  the 
Gibson  District,  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  Cyrus 
A.  Page  on  the  corner  of  Thetford  avenue  and 
Evans  street,  containing  twenty-nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  square  feet,  more  or  less,  for  a  sum 
not  exceeding  jiUOOO;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation already  made  lor  the  purchase  of  saidsite. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
passed. 

By  Mr.  Cud  worth  of  Ward  11,  for  the  Committee 
on  East  Bo-ton  Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  that  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  be 
allowed  to  pass  over  the  ferries  free  of  toll  on 
giving  satisfactory  proof  to  the  tofl  gatherer  that 
they  are  in  said  employ — Report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dean  moved  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  order  would  be 
passed.  An  order  had  been  passed  giving  police- 
men the  right  to  pass  free,  and  a  majority  of  the 
committee  thought  that  oilier  departments  should 
have  the  same  right. 

Mr.  Sweet sor  of  Ward  10  did  not  agree  with  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  hoped  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  would  prevail.  The  subject 
would  create  difficulty,  besides  it  was  taking  re- 
ceipts from  one  department  and  giving  them  to 
another,  whereas  all  the  departments  should 
stand  on  the  same  basis,  and  each  on  its  own 
merits.  It  would  be  difficult  to  distinguish  who 
were  and  wdio  were  not  employes  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  It;  hoped  the  motion'  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  prevail;  the  order  in  relation 
to  policemen  provided  that  they  should  be  in  uni- 
form, and  there  was  a  reason  for  passing  police- 
men which  will  not  apply  to  other  employes. 

Air.  Day  of  Ward  1  hoped  the  order  woiild  pass; 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  thought  that  so  long  as 
the  contingent  funds  lield  out  they  might  distin- 
guish employes  of  the  city  by  giving  each  one  a 
gold  badge. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table— 29  for,  18 
against. 

OBCHARD  PAEK. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  consider  the  expediency  of  pur- 
chasing ceitain  adjoining  estates  to  "Orchard 
park,"  for  the  purpose  of  improving  said  park; 
the  cost  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserved 
Fund. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Air.  West  of  Ward  16,  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  Subsequently  that 
vote  was  reconsidered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  laid  over. 
Mr.  Seal  of  Ward  16  tillered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fublic  Instruc- 
tion consider  the  expediency  of  the  establishm  lit 
of  a  free  school  lor  the  instruction  of  boys  in  nav- 
igation, seamanship,  marine  engineering,  and  all 
matters  pertaining  io  the  proper  construction, 
equipment  and  sailing  of  vessels,  and  that  they 
make  inquiry  of  the  naval  authorities  at  this  port 
what  codpertion  may  be  had  from  the  United 
States  Government  toward  the  same,  and  report 
on  the  subject  on  or  before  the  first  of  October 
next. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  DOCK   SQUARE. 

Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 

to  keep  the  street  crossings -in    Dock  square   and 

the  vicinity  of  Faneuil  Hall    and   (Juincy   Market, 

free  Horn  obstructions  In  public    travel.' 

On  motion  of  Air.  Flatley  the  order  was  sent  up. 


On  motion  of  Air.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned  to  the  second  Thursday  in  September 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    20,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clarki  Chairman,  presiding. 
COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
stating  that  m  compliance  with  the  request,  con- 
tained in  the  order  passed  dune  Ui,  he  has  appoint- 
ed the  following-named  persons  a  eoniniission  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  comparative  desira- 
bility, on  sanitary  grounds,  id  the  Sudbury.  Mys- 
tic, Shawshecn  and  Charles  River  waters:  Charles 
W.  Swan,  M.  D.,  Edward  S.  "Wood,  M.  1).,  and 
Henry  P.  Bowditch,  M.  D. 

The  communication  was  sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  McNulty,  West 
Bo-ton  Bridge;  (.1.  P.  Knowles,  Hawley,  Summer 
and  Arch  street -.;  Atwood D.  Holbrook,  Addison 
Gage  &  Co.'s  wharf,  Charlestown;  Peter  Durnan, 
Northampton-street  District. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  CONSIDERED. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearings  on  petition  of 
Getchell  and  Eldiidge,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  in  rear  of  Cambridge -tieet,  Charles- 
town,  and  the  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  common  sewers  in  Har- 
lison  avenue,  between  Perry  and. Bristol  streets, 
and  in  Linwood  street,  near  Eewis  park,  ueie  con- 
sidered, and  no  objections  being  olleied  the  pe- 
titons  and  orders  were  recommitted,  the  first  one 
to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  and  the  last 
two  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Govnty  Buildings.  Au- 
gustus Russ  it  a!.,  that  a  site  for  the  new  Court 
'Hou-e  be.-eleet.ed  on  the  square  bounded  by  bea- 
con, Bowdoin  and  Somerset  streets. 

To  the  Conuiiiltrr  on  Sam*.  Frank  .1.  Downes 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Albany  street  from  Newton 
to  Stoughton  street. 

To  tin  Cuiiiiiiittlrr  mi  J'lihlir  Limits.  Complaint 
of  Franklin  llopkin-.  for  tiespass   by   the   city  on 

"v'-'V/'o"  roii'i'iiiill'i'i-  ''a  I'liriii'i.  Ceorge  W.  Eitlle 
ctnl.,  that  Cnioii  street,  Charlestown,  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks  from  City  square  to  Craft's 
corner. 

Benjamin  W.  Parker  et  al.,  that  Kingston  street 
be  put  in  order. 

Franklin  Snow  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Atlantic  ave- 
nue be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Jacob  Knagg,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Ruggles  street.  ..,..,. 

■Ii,  Ihr  (',„,,, „ iltn  on  II, tilth  wi  the  part  nj  the 
Board.  Frederick  L.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  at  135  Maverick 
street.  . 

T  M  Snell.  remonstrance  against  proposed  sta- 
ble by  M.  "Williams  on  Eliot  street  and  Van  Rens- 
selaer place. 

William  Ilamblin  it.  nl.,  lemonstranee  against, 
erection  of  stable  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1,  on 
land  of  Sumner  heirs. 

Benjamin  poxwell,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Parker  stiect,  rear  of  No. 
661. 

P.  P.  Boynton,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  three  horses  on  North  Harvard  street, 
"Ward  1!)  (change  ol  location). 

H.  M.  Litchfield  it  nl.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1,  by 
John  Elms. 

John  G.  Day,  for  pel  mission  to  erect,  a  stable  for 
one  horse,  on  'School  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Michael  Joyce,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Franklin  court, 
Ward  16. 

Peter  Sclineiilei  it  nl.,  remonstrance  against  lo- 
cation of  stable  at  65  Bolton  street,  by  Byam 
Brothers.  ,    .  , 

Calvin  A.  Richards  ..for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  lor  100  horses  on  corner  of  Northampton 
and  Reed  streets. 

John  L.  Wiley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Medford   street,  rear  of 


VENTILATION   OF  CITY  HALL. 

The  report/with  orders  to  ventilate  the  City  Hall 
upon  the  "Gouge  system,"  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  310,000,  the  means  to  be  provided  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  were  taken  up  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  orders  he  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Worthingtoii—  I  think  that  matter 
should  not  be  disposed  of  so  summarily,  but  I 
hope  it  will  be  laid  upon  the  table.  It  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  passed  over  without  a  fair  consider- 
ation. City  Hall  certainly  needs  better  ventila- 
tion, and  if-  there  is  a  plan" f or  ventilating  for  31000 
or  31500  it  should  be  done.  A  gentleman 
in  this  city,  who  has  a  plan,  tells  me  it 
can  he  done  for  $1000,  and  I  think  the 
committee  should  consider  it,  but  I  do  not  feel 
like  voting  for  this  $10,000.  Another  system, 
which  is  said  to  work  admirably  at  a  very  .-mall 
expense,  has  been  invented  by  a  man  in  Cam- 
bridge. I  move  that  the  subject  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Power — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely po-tpone. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Have  the  committee  con- 
sidered any  other  plan  than  the  one  before  us? 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  think  the  committee 
as  a  committee  have  considered  any  other  plan 
besides  that  of  Mr.  Gouge,  but  I  think  they  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no 
other  system  by  which  proper  ventilation  can 
be  obtained.  There  are  people  who  pre- 
tend to  ventilate  by  forcing  air,  which 
amounts  to  nothing  at  all  in  my  opinion.  No 
system  can  be  successful  except  it  is 
based  upon  scientific  principles.  It  must  be  done 
by  the  farification  of  the  atmosphere,  or  else  by  a 
stack  by  which  you  can  have  a  draught.  This 
amounts  to  the  same  thing;  you  have  to  use  burn- 
ers in  order  to  produce  a.  draught.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Board  laying  the  matter  over,  or  to 
this  Board  taking  any  course  the  members  desire. 
I  can  stand  it  as  long  as  any  others,  perhaps.  I 
am  aware  that  the  building  needs  ventilation,  hut 
I,  for  one,  am  opposed  to  spending  only  a  thou- 
sand dollars  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthingtoii— I  believe  it  can  be  done 
for  .-  lono.and  1  am  at  present  opposed  to  spending 
$10,000  or  315,000  lor  the  purpose. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  315,000  i- putting  it 
too  high.  This  room  and  the  one  over  it  can  be 
ventilated  tor  a  thousand  dollars,  perhaps,  but  to 
ventilate  all  the  building  will  require  considera- 
ble more  expense. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  believe  that  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  argued  that  an  ele- 
vator would  ventilate  this  building;  that  argu- 
ment is  good  for  something  or  nothing. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  this  order  today.  We  had  better  recommit 
this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
with  instructions  to  invite  proposals  and  plans. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  inventive  genius  will 
offer  something  that  our  purpose  requires.  In  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance,  I  think  inventors 
should  be  notified.  1  therefore  move  that  the 
whole  subject,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public' Buildings,  with  instructions  to  invite 
proposals  for  ventilating  the  two  chambers  of  tha 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Worthingtoii— I  withdraw  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Emery— The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
referred  to  the  elevator  as  producing  ventilation. 
I  believe  thatargiinicnt  was  presented  on  the  other 
side  of  that  question,  and  my  friend  from  Ward  12 
made  quite  an  elaborate  argument  that  it  would 
very  much  injure,  and.  perhaps,  spoil,  all  the  ven- 
tilation we  have  In  answer  to  his  remarks,  I  be- 
lieve I  said  I  thought  it  would  rather  improve 
than  injure  it,  if  any  change  were  made.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  ventilation  of  the  halls  will 
be  sensibly  improved  by  the  elevator;  but  I  have 
my  doubts  as  to  the  effect  upon  this  room  and  the 
Council  chamber;  at  any  rate  I  have  never  ad- 
vanced any  argument,  in  support  ol.  that  theory. 

Alderman  Power — I  did  raise  an  objection  to 
the  elevator  that  it  would  injure  the  ventilation 
of  this  building,  anil  it  seems  to  me  now  that  I 
was  right:  that  the  gentlemen  having  charge  of 
the  elevator  perhaps  tnink  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  more  ventilation  and  therefore  press  this 
matter.  I  think  we  bad  bet  ten  postpone  it  until 
we  see  how  much  the  elevati  will  improve  or  in- 
jure the  ventilation.  If  we  go  on  spending  money 
in  this  way  tin  taxpayer:;  will  ventilate  tins  place 
pretty  thoroughly.    I  do  not  know  what  building 
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could  have  better  ventilation  than  we  have  here; 
this  room  is  as  well  ventilated  as  any  member 
could  desire.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  piece  of  need- 
less extravagance  and  hope  it  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know  but  other 
members  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  introduce  or- 
ders to  squander  slii.nuO  or  S15.0OO,  but  I  do  not. 
If  this  is  practical,  and  we  intend  to  adopt  it,  it 
should  have  been  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  this 
year,  and  not  brought  in  at  this  late  hour. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— The  reason  why  this  was  not 
put  into  the  tax  levy  this  year  was  because  we 
had  an  entirely  new  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, who  ha H  not  had  time  to  fully  consider  this 
subject  when  the  levy  was  made  up.  The  com- 
mittee have  investigated  this  subject  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  the  only  per- 
fect system,  and  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  whose  business  it 
is  to  understand  ventilation ;  it  was  also  the  opin- 
ion of  the  new  architect  ju-t  employed  by  the  city. 
A  system  of  ventilation  has  been  tried  in" the  State 
House  which  has  proved  a  failure  :  a  system  also 
proved  a  failure  in  the  building  of  the'Equitable 
Insurance  Company  in  New  York,  but  that  of 
Mr.  Gouge  has  been  introduced  there  and 
proved  an  entire  success,  at  one-third  the 
cost  of  the  system  originally  introduced.  It 
has  been  such  a  success  that  the  Equita- 
ble and  New  York  Mutual  insurance  com- 
panies contemplate  putting  it  in  their  new  build- 
ings m  Boston.  This  matter  has  never  been  urged 
upon  the  commifee.  They  sent  to  New  York  for 
this  gentleman  to  come  on  here.  The  ventilation 
of  this  building  is  no  new  thing.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  not  so  illy-ventilated  a  building  in 
the  city,  and  particularly  the  Common  Council 
chamber,  to  -ay  nothing  of  the  offices  of  the  City 
Clerk,  the  Treasurer,  the  Auditor  and  others. 
This  thing  was  brought  up  several  years  ago;  an 
estimate  was  made  that  it  would  cost  about  S5500 
to  ventilate  this  room  and  the  Council  chamber;  it 
would  cost  no  more  to  do  that  now.  but  the  archi- 
tect and  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  sug- 
gested that  it  would,  cost  very  little  to  commence 
at  the  bottom  and  ventilate  those  filthy  rooms  be- 
low, near  the  entrance  from  Court  square,  where 
everybody  knows  the  air  is  enough  to  stifle  one. 
Then  we  can  ventilate  the  rooms  in  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  the  Assessors',  Auditor's, 
Mayor's  and  Paving  Department  rooms.  And, 
if  you  had  gone  into  the  room  of  the 
Paving  Department  this  afternoon  you  would  have 
very  sensibly  learned  the  fact  that  ventilation  was 
needed.  If  any  gentleman  has  taken  the  pams 
to  notice  the  difference  between  the  ventilation  of 
certain  parts  of  the  Fifth-avenue  Hotel  in  New 
York  live  or  six  years  ago  ami  the  present  time  he 
will  observe  a  pereeotible  difference.  This  system 
is  in  operation  there.  These  are  the  reasons  why 
the  committee  have  bi ought  this  subject  before 
the  City  Government  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
for  the  City  Government  to  say  whether  they  need 
ventilation  or  not.  As  to  squandering  the  tax- 
payers' money,  we  do  not  propose  to  do  that.  If 
wepiopose  to-  make  City  Hall  comfortable  I  do 
not  suppose  the  taxpayers  will  have  any  objection. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  any  member  of  this  Board  is 
any  more  inclined  to  squander  money  than 
another,  whether  he  come  from  Ward  6  or  12.  I 
suppose  that  all  have  the  same  desire  to  run  this 
Government  economically.  That  is  my  opinion, 
at  least.  No  taxpayer  ever  came  to  this  hali 
between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  1st  of 
June  and  sat  here  half  an  hour,  but  went 
out  complaining  of  the  ventilation ;  and  the  Coun 
cil  chamber  is  a  great  deal  worse.  There  has  got 
to  be  a  certain  amount  of  repairs  on  this  hall;  cer- 
tain things  are  done  every  year,  and  we  shall 
spend  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  putting 
the  rooms  in  order,  and  it  was  thought'that  there 
would  not  be  a  better  opportunity  to  introduce 
this  subject.  The  system  proposed  will  cause  no 
mutilation  of  the  building  whatever;  it  is  very 
simple  and  effective.  So  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  m 
answer  to  the  inquiry  whether  anything  had  been 
done  in  regard  to  otlier  systems  of  ventilation.  1 
wish  to  state  aBo  that,  in  all  probability,  if  we 
should  go  on  and  ventilate  every  room  in  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  the  entire  expense  would  be 
covered  by  ST  JO  or  $8000.  It  is  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  say  whetht  this  thing  shall  be  done  or  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  Hie  veas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman   Stebbins,  to  recom- 


mit with  instructions,  etc.,  was  carried— yeas  7, 
navs  5 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Em- 
ens  Prescott,  Stebbins.  Worthington — 7. 

Nay s>— Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON    COTT8CTL. 

Petition  of  Thomas  McDonough  and  application 
of  B.J.  Berry:  severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Chief  of  Police  to  remove  obstructions 
from  Dock  square;  referred  to  Committee  on 
Police. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Build- 
ings to  issue  permits,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Common  Council,  for  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings in  proper  localities.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  nautical  school  in  this    harbor.    Passed. 

Orders  to  expend  S225  on  armory  of  Company  D, 
Fifth  Infantry ;  to  expend  slOO  additional  on'  ar- 
mory of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry; to  allow  Captain  Harlow,  Company  C, 
Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  SIO  for  temporary 
use  of  room  for  an  armory.  Severally  passed — 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Armories,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Co.  C,  Fourth 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  a-king  f  .r  an  armory  at 
Upham's  Corner,  Ward  16.— That  as  arrangements 
are  now  progressing  to  tit  up  the  old  high' school 
building  (owned  by  the  city)  at  the  corner  of  Gib- 
son street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  as  an  armory, 
and  as  it  will  amply  accommodate  two  companies 
(Co.  I,  First  Regiment,  having  already  taken  up 
quarters  in  the  building',  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  said  petition.  Both  of  the  above-named  com- 
panies having  been  organized  in  Ward  16,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  th?y  would  not  be 
justified  in  renting  and  fitting 'up  a  separate 
armory  for  the  company  petitioning,  while,  as  be- 
fore stated,  the  cky  owns  a  building  in  the  ward 
which  will  serve  as  an  armory  for  both  organiza- 
tions. The  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $57,000  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  heretofore  borrowed  as  the  "Street  Im- 
provement Loan,  Beach  street."  Passed— yeas  8, 
nays 2— Aldermen  Cutter  and  Prescott  voting  in 
the  negative. 

Communication  from  Board  of  Health  stating 
their  readiness  to  provide  public  urinals,  when 
location-  are  designated,  and  permits  issued. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board? 

Alderman  Power — I  wish  to  say  a  word  m  con- 
nection with  that  matter  on  account  of  what  was 
said  when  the  communication  came  before  the 
Common  Council.  It  wasremarked  by  members  of 
the  Council  that  this  was  an  instance'of  the  great 
efli  •iencyof  a  commission  over  a  committee  of  this 
City  Government.  I  suppose  it  was  meant  to  con- 
vey the  impression  that" members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  had  reinaine  I  inactive  and  had  not 
taken  any  notice  of  the  matter  at  all.  That  mat- 
ter has  been  considere  1  by  the  Committee  on  Pav- 


berton  square  and  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  a 
dry  goods  store  doing  a  large  business,  where  we 
thought  we  could  see  a  damage  to  the  proprietors 
of  at  least  Slo.nttO  a  year,  and  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  do  not  think  it  would  be  for  the  oublic 
food  to  locate  a  public  urinal  there.  So  far  as  I 
now,  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  been  ready- 
to  meet  the  Board  of  Health;  they  could  have  met 
us  at  any  time  by  giving  us  notice.  There  was  no 
liece-sity  for  taking  tin-  roundabout  way.  Sc  far 
as  I  am  concerne  1.1  never  woul  1  consent  to  put  a 
public  urinal  in  front  of  a  dry  goods  store,  and  if 
that  is  the  selection  made  by 'the  Board  of  Ileal  h. 
I  do  not  think  this  Board  would  be  likely  to  en- 
courage such  action.  The  Committee  on  Paving 
have  been  ready  to  have  a  conference  with  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  if  any  delay  has  taken  place 
it  is  due  as  much  to  the  commission  as  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters — There  is  no  question  but  that 
there  should  have  been  a  report  made;  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  committees  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  this  Board  and  Paving,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  a  member  of  both  commit- 
tees. The  two  committees  were  joined,  ard  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Health  was  proper- 
ly Chairman   of   the   special  committee.    I  agree 
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with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  ill  regard  to  the 
proposed  location  of  the  urinals.  Another  was 
pioposed  to  be  put  on  the  handsome  lot  on  Church 
street,  in  the  gutter.  They  say  they  have  them  in 
Paris,  but  I  do  hot  think  we  want  Boston  .to  be 
like  I'aris.  The  climatic  difference  issued  that 
these  structures  cannot  be  used  in  the  street  in 
winter.  I  think  the  Hoard  of  Health  should  have 
got.  locations  in  buildings  or  cellars.  I  see  it  was 
on  the  27th  of  April  that  the  communication  locat- 
ing the  urinals  was  sent  to  this  hoard.  I  think 
the  location  oi  one  on  the  Lava  Beds,  between 
India  street  and  Atlantic  a  venue,  ami  on  the  Com- 
mon, is  all  very  well;  but  I  do  not.  think  the  side- 
walk at  the  corner  of  Pemberton  square  and  Tre- 
rnont  street  is  a  suitable  place.  There  might  be 
one  in  the  centre  of  Pemberton  and  Haymarket 
squares,  but  certainly  not  on  the  street. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  went  up  to  the  room 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  with  a  portion 
of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  found  that  it  re- 
mained entirely  with  the  Board  of  Health  and 
Committee  on  f  aving.  Whenever  the  Committee 
on  Paving  will  consent  to  any  location,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Wealth  will  agree  to  it.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  understood  that  I  was  to  act  «s  Chair- 
man of  the  two  committees.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  have  never  agreed  with  the  Board  of 
Health  to  any  place,  and  therefore  nothing  has 
been  done. 

Alderman  Peter.-— When  we  had  our  meeting, 
the  gentleman  came  witn  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council,  but  that  gentleman  left  as  soon  as  he 
learned  that  it  was  not  a  joint  committee.  I  agree 
perfectly  with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  in  ; 


been  spoken  to  about   it.     We  did   not  know  any- 
thing about  the  intense  anxiety  in  regard  to  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — Not  being  chairman  of  that 
commit  tee  I  have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  call 
the  members  together.  I  found  two  members  of 
the  Board  of  Health  in  the  Paving  Committee's 
room  one  day,  and  we  had  some  conversation  in 
regard  to  these  urinals,  hut  I  never  supposed  it 
lay  tome  to  report  back  to  this  Board.  As  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  seem  to  blame 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  I  would  say  that  we  are 
a  working  committee,  but  we  do  not  advertise  all 
we  do.  We  do  not  publish  to  the  world  that  we 
have  abated  ten  thousand  nuisances  when  we  are 
attacked  in  this  Board.  What  I  have  said  is  mere- 
ly in  defence  of  the  Committee  mi  Paving. 
'  Alderman  Worthington— That  statement  is  en- 
tirely uncalled  for;  the  Board  of  Health  have  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
'.)  made  that  statement  in  his  speech  on  the  new 
Water  Board,  and  that  was  the  first  time  I  saw  it, 
and  I  do  not  believe  they  told  it  to  him  until  he 
asked  for  it. 

Alderman  Cvitter— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman, 
who  runs  a  newspaper,  is  so  ignorant  about  what 
is  published  bvthe  press.  1  noticed  that  when 
the  salary  bill  came  up,  it  was  said  the.  Board 
of  Health  had  abated  HI, noil  nuisances.  I  am 
glad  they  have  done  so,  but  I  do  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  commission  ti  iimpefing  abroad  every- 
thing'they  do.  If  there  is  a.  bad  smell  anywhere,  let 
them  abate  it  quietly  and  the  public  will  put  that 
to  their  credit. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  must  protest  against 
the  gentleman  allowing  his  prejudices  against 
the  Board  of  Health  to  make  him  say  what  he 
does.  It  is  entirely  uncalled  for.  .There  is  no 
board  in  City  Hall  which  publishes  so  litHe  as 
that  one  does.  They  do  not  trumpet  anything 
abroad.  I  am  sony  to  say  that  my  reporter  often 
applies  there  for  information,  and  seldom  gets 
anything.  But  you  can  see  them  about  the  city 
attending  to  their  duties  every  day.  When  mat- 
ters are  mentioned  eoneei  ni"g  what  they  do,  it  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  public.  Tliev  do  no 
more  in  publishing  what  they  do  than  the  Fire 
Commissioners.  A  more  modest,  hard-working 
set  of  men  never  came  together  than  the  Hoard  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  the  Board  of  Health  made  a  request  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  that  request  was 
denied,  but  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  not, 
shown  proper  places  for  locating  the  urinals.  If 
they  cannot  show  better  places  they  should  have 
granted  the  permit  asked  for.  Bet  us  not  have 
such  a  vacillating  policy.  I  am  glad  to  see  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  commissions  quarrelling 
among  themselves.  We  are  getting  things  in 
their  proper  place. 


Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  understand  that  we 
are  abusing  the  commissions.  When  we  ap- 
pointed the  Board  of   Health  we  expected  them  to 


told  them  so,  but  the  Board  of  Health  thought 
they  were  an  independent  board  and  could  ap- 
point agents  to  do  the  work  while  tliev  sit  m  their 
offices.  1  do  not  say  anything  against  the  Fire 
Commission;  it  is  hardly  old  enough  to  develop 
its  usefulness,  and  it  does 'not  become  members  of 
this  Board  to  oppose  them  until  they  have  had 
time  to  develop  their  usefulness,  although  last 
year,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department.  1  opposed  that  commission.  It  is 
not  proper  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  speak 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  in  this  way.  The 
chairman  of  that  committee  did  not  feel  that  he 
was  bound  to  do  what  belonged  to  another  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  to  do.  AVe  have  not  been  delin- 
quent, for  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
press our  opinion  about  what  should  be  done.  If 
the  Board  of  Health  can  show  that  the  corner  of 
Pemberton  square  and  Treinont  street,  and  the 
corner  of  Bedford  and  Summer  streets  are  proper 
places  for  urinals,  the  Committee  on  Paving  will 
indorse  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  did  not  know  before 
that  I  was  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  two  commit- 
tees, and  if  that  is  so  I  will  call  them  together 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

Alderman  lower— In  relation  to  the  statement 
that  the  Board  of  Health  publish  what  they  do,  I 
think  people  must  be  familiar  with  every  nuisance 
that  has  been  abated.  This  is  but  an  instance  of 
their  desire  for  notoriety.  Where  was  the  neces- 
sity for  sending  this  communication  to  the  City 
Council?  What  was  it,  but  a  de-ire  for  notoriety? 
—to  show  that  they  do  their  duty,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not?  It  is  only 
up  two  flights  of  stairs  to  the  room  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  i'aving,  and  they  could  have  gone  there 
to  consult  about  these  urinals.  I  see  no  reason 
fortius  red  tape,  unless  it  be  a  desire  to  secure 
notoriety  and  to  publish  themselves  before  the 
world. 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  will  call  the  committee  togeth- 
er within  twenty-four  hours,  I  move  that  the  com- 
munication be  referred  to  them. 

Alderman  Hall— I  move  to  amend  by  instructing 
the  committees  to  report  suitable  locations  to  this 
Board  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Peters— Th  it  would  not  be  necessary, 
as  the  committees  and  the  Board  of  Health  have 
full  powers. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  hope  the  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred without  any  instructions  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting;  they  should  give  the  subject  am- 
ple consideration. 

Alderman  Hall — I  shall  insist  upon  the  amend- 
ment. I  see  no  necessity  for  these  two  commit- 
tees acting  independently" of  this  Board.  Are  they 
going  to  do  anything  they  do  not  want  to  report 
to  this  Board? 

Alderman  Peters  accepted  Alderman  Hall's 
amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington — This  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board,  and  Committee  on  I'aving,  and,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  when  the  Committee  on  I'aving  agree 
to  a  location  for  the  urinals  the  Board  of  Health 
will  place  them  there.  If  it  is  desirable  to  have 
them  report  back  to  this  Board  we  are  willing  to 
give  all  the  information  we  shall  have.  It  is 
clearly  within  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Health 
to  place  them  where  the  committees  on  Paving 
and  Health  airree  to  them. 

The  Chairman  stated  for  the  information  of  the 
the 
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The  communication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittees on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  and 
Paving,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  86000  for  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  receiving 
tomb. 

Alderman  Cutter — Why  is  this  money  needed? 
Do  not  the  trustees  of  the  cemetery  have  charge 
of  all  the  money  from  the  sale  of  lots?  And  why 
do  they  come  here  for  this  tftiOOO? 

Alderman  liigelow— This  matter  of  a  receiving 
tomb  was  not  contemplated  when  the  appropria- 
tions were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  exigency  seems  to  have  come  upon  us,  and  a 
new  tomb  seems  to  be  essential.    Let  any  nicmbc 
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of  the  City  Government  go  there  and  look  at  the 
present  structure,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  come  to 
that  conclusion.  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  belongs 
to  the  citv  of  Boston.  It  frequently  happens  that 
persons  who  go  there  to  buy  lots  have  the  body 
with  them,  and  they  want  to  deposit  it  there  until 
they  can  select  a  lot.  The  condition  of  the  pres- 
ent receiving  tomb  is  repulsive.  Besides,  it  is  full 
now.  The  coffins  are  placed  one  upon  the  other. 
The  tomb  is  not  ventilated,  and  the  odor  from  it  is 
offensive.  X  have  no  doubt  the  appropriation 
ought  to  be  made. 

Alderman  Cutter— My  question  was,  why  the 
trustees,  having  charge  of  the  money  for  the  sale 
of  lots,  should  come  to  us  for  this  $6000.  I  would 
like  to  know,  also,  what  were  the  proceeds  of 
those  sales. 

Alderman  Bigelow— The  report  of  the  trustees 
will  give  all  the  information  asked  for.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  have  not  been  sufficient.  I 
think  817,500  were  provided  form  the  estimates  of 
last  year,  'ihe  receipts  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  cemetery  if  S6000  were 
diverted  to  this  purpose,  and  consequently  the 
trustees  ask  for  this  appropriation. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  see  by  the  Auditor's  report 
that  they  have  received  S-'LUOs.fx  in  ls.72-73.  What 
I  object  to  is  that  they  come  here  at  this  late 
period  of  the  year  and  ask  for  a  new  appropria- 
tion. They  ought  to  have  put .  it  in  when  they 
made  up  their  estimates,  that  it  might  have  gone 
into  the  tax  levy.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  wisdom  to 
be  continually  'increasing  our  debt  every  year. 
That  was  che  reason  I  voted  against  the  Beach- 
street  order  just  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
should  Vie  enough  from  the  sales  of  lots,  etc.,  to 
repair  this  tomb  without  coming  here  for  the 
money. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow.  Brooks,  t  lark. Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington— 10. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power— 2. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  belonging  to 
Cyrus  A.  Page  on  Thetforo  avenue  and  Evans 
street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $600i3,  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Gibson  District. 
Passed. 

JOINT    CONVENTION. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  a  joint  convention  on  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 8,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  fill 
vacancies  in  Wards  6,  11,  14  and  9,  the  persons 
elected  having  been  declared  ineligible  on  ac- 
count of  sex.    The  Board  concurred. 

LEGAL  NOTICE  RECEIVED. 

Notice  was  received,  from  N.  F.  Safford,  of  ap- 
plication for  a  sheriffs  jury  to  determine  the  mat- 
ter of  his  complaint  in  the  assessment  for  the  con- 
struction of  common  sewers  in  Taylor  and  other 
streets  in  this  city.    Placed  on  file. 

CITY  SOLICITOR'S  REPORT. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  was 
received,  containing  a  list  of  all  suits  and  legal 
proceedings  to  which  the  city  is  party,  pending  at 
the  time  of  his  last  report,  or  since  im  tituted,  with 
a  statement  of  the  causes  of  action,  the  courts 
wherein  the  several  cases  are  pending,  and  the 
action  that  has  been  had  on  them,  respectively. 
The  report  was  laid  oa  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  E.  Wigglesworth,  for  damages  from 
alleged  injury  to  his  cellar  in  Franklin  street. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  back  the  edgestones,  repave  the 
gutters  and  sidewalks,  and  grade  and  macadamize 
Washington  street  (formerly  Shawmut  avenue), 
between  Dudley  and  Guild  streets,  as  recently 
widened  by  the' Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Swett 
street  to  Kemble  street,  Ward  13,  heretofore 
known  as  Reed  street,  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as  "Reading  street." 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  purchase  a  Blake's  stone  crusher 
for  the  use  of    the   Paving  Department ;  the  ex- 

Sense  thereof,  not   exceeding  thirteen  hundred 
ollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 


Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
George  W.  clavpole.  si;_\50,  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
19;  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  $415,  Dudley  (formerly 
Stoughtoni  and  Boston  streets. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  Washington  street,  between 
Cornhill  and  Haymarket  square,  with  saltwater; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  suni  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  month,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propiiation  for  Washington-street  Extension. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  order  took  its 
second  reading  and  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  whether  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  intend  to  sprinkle  paved  streets. 

Alderman  Cutter  referred  to  the  order  as  cover- 
ing only  the  extension  of  Washington  street, 
where  there  was  so  much  dust  that  the  workmen 
were  almost  stifled  and  business  men  in  the  vicin- 
ity much  annoyed.  There  have  been  several  peti- 
tions for  it. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  there  were  other 
streets  where  sprinkling  would  promote  the  pub- 
lic health  more  than  here,  where  they  are  simply 
paving  the  street. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  9,  nays  3— Alder- 
men Brooks,  Hall  and  Harris  voting  ;n  the  nega- 
tive. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  to  Benjamin 
Jones,  March  30.  1874,  to  sprinkle  Park  square,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked. 

Alderman  Cutter  explained  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
stated  to  the  Paving  Committee  that  he  could  not 
live  at  the  price  tor  which  he  took  the  contract, 
and  had  backed  out. 

Alderman  Power  corroborated  the  statement; 
Mr.  Jones  refuses  to  carry  out  his  contract. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  that  if  Mr.  Jones  was 
responsible  he  could  be  made  to  carry  out  his 
agreement;  if  he  is  not  responsible  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  ought  to  be  looked  after  a  little  for 
contracting  with  inesponsible  parties. 

Alderman  Power  had  told  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  it  was  his  duty  to  hold  Mr.  Jones  to  his 
contract;  but  they  could  not  wait  to  have  the 
matter  settled  by  law,  and  so  gave  the  contract  to 
the  next  lowest  bidder.  Mr.  Jones  is  glad  enough 
to  do  work  for  the  city  that  he  makes  money  out 
of. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  if  the  committee 
proposed  to  hold  Mr.  Jones  to  the  contract,  and 
Alderman  Power  said  that  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned he  did  not  intend  to  let  it  end  there. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  would  be  wise  to 
revoke  all  Mr.  Jones's  contracts  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Peters  agreed  with  Alderman  Pres- 
cott; it  is  as  mean  a  piece  of  business  as  has  ever 
taken  place. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  the  effect  of  revoking 
this  particular  license,  and  whether  if  they  did 
that  they  could  hold  Mr.  Jones  responsible. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  Mr.  Jones  represented 
himself  as  a  poor  man ;  but  this  was  not  all ;  many 
persons  on  Park  square  had  agreed  to  pay,  but 
would  not.  Last  year  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
money  which  could  not  be  collected  for  watering 
the  street. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  had  made  a 
mistake  in  making  his  bid  too  low. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  his  bid  was  100  per  cent, 
lower  than  any  one  else. 

Alderman  Hall  inquired  if  there  was  a  written 
contract,  and  if  there  was  he  would  like  to  hear  it 
read. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  li- 
cense and  the  question  was  on  revoking  it. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing ought  to  be  seen  to,  if  they  make  their  con- 
tracts in  the  form  of  a  license. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  was  regulated  by 
ordinance,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  who 
is  oc  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should  change 
the  system. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  a  substitute  order, 
revoking  all  the  licenses  granted  to  Mr.  Jones  to 
water  streets  in  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  opposed  the  substitute,  as  it 
might  do  great  injustice  to  many  persons.    Mr. 
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opinion  in  the  Committee  on  Paving;  one  member 
thought  Mr.  Jones  responsible,  and  another  ap- 
peared to  think  not. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Hoard  had  it  in  their 
own  hands;  they  could  deduct  the  extra  amount 
from  what  the  c'ity  is  to  pay  Mr.  Jones  for  water- 
ing the  Common.  '  He  had  known  Mr.  Jones  many 
years  and  did  not  think  Alderman  Power  would 
trust  him  for  a  very  large  amount. 

Alderman  Power  believed  Mr.  Jones  as  respon- 
sible for  anything  he  agreed  to  do  as  the  gentle- 
man from  "Ward  ti  is;  lie  had  a  hearing  In  fore  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  only  reason  that  he 
gave  was  that  he  could  not  make  money  out  of  it, 
and  the  city  could  better  afford  to  lose  'it  than  he. 
There  had  been  some  complaints;  Mr,  Jones  had 
conscientious  scruples  about  watering  the  streets 
on  Sundays.  The  Alderman  had  told  him  of  the 
consequence' and  thought  not  to  hold  him  to  his 
contract  would  be  encouragement  to  people  to 
break  their  bargains  with  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  bid  was  too  low  and 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Providence  Railroad 
said  so  when  he  signed  the  contract.  He  respect- 
ed Mr.  Jones's  scruples  against  working  on  Sun- 
day;  he  is  a  temperance  man  ;  the  city  should  not 
make  him  suffer. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  difference  is  only  830 
for  three  months ;  Mr.  Jones's  only  excuse  was 
that  he  could  not  afford  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  the  committee 
had  contracted  with  another  party. 

Alderman  (utter  said  he  thought  they  had. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  matter 
should  lie  over  till  n^xt  week,  that  Mr.  Jones 
might  see  tne  consequences  of  not  fulfilling  his 
contract.  He  moved  to  specially  assign  the  order 
for  five  o'clock,  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Hall  read  the  ordinance  on  the  sub- 
ject and  said  he  did  not  know  but  that  this  busi- 
ness was  all  right,  but  he  could  not  see  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  not  be  hon- 
orable to  revoke  all  Mr.  Jones's  licenses  without 
frying  him  a  hearing.  The  Board  should  hear 
oth  sides  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  agreed  to  do 
the  work  for  §100  per  month,  and  he  had  gone  on 
with  the  work  under  the  license. 

Alderman  Power  admitted  that  Mr.  Jones  was  a 
temperate  man,  and  particularly  so,  if  reports 
were  true,  in  the  use  of  water  on  streets.  But  he 
had  clearly  broken  faith  with  the  city.  The  Alder- 
man had  suggested  to  Mr.  Jones  that  all  his 
licenses  might  be  cancelled,  in  hopes  that  he 
might  sec  his  error  in  breaking  a  bargain  where 
he  Tost  so  small  an  amount. 

Alderman  fane iy  (bought  they  were  taking  up 
considerable  time  with  a  small  matter,  but  be 
thought  the  arrangement  made  by  the  committee 
should  lie  carried  out. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
was  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  same  committee— 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  to  Malachi 
Clark  to  sprinkle  Park  square,  Eliot  street]  be- 
tween Columbus  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  and 
Columbus  avenue  between  Park  square  and  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  under  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

Assigned  to  Monday  next  at  5  P.  M. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee,  of- 
fered the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  appropriated  for  the 
watering  of  Columbus  avenue  the  sum  of  sixty- 
five  dollars  per  month  instead  of  fifty  dollars  as 
provided  in  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen May  11, 1874. 

Specially  assigned  to  next  Monday,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Worthington. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintend,  nt  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  replank  the  roadway  of  the  Ferdinand- 
street  Bridge,  and  construct  new  sidewalk  trusses 
on  said  bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ihidges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Western- a  venue  Bridge,  between 
Boston  and  Watertown,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing §750;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  (dose  Western-avenue  Bridge,  between 
Boston  and  Watertown,  while  repairs  are  being- 
made  thereon. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving- 


Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  Suffolk, 
Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  railroad  companies, 
and  to  all  other  parties  inleiesled,  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  August,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M..  consider  the  expediency  of  revok- 
ing the  locations  heretofore  granted  to  said  sev- 
eral companies  on  Washington  street  between 
Cornhill  and  Pock  square.  Hock  square  and  Union 
street,  and  causing  the  tracks  on  said  streets  to  be 
removed,  when  any  person  objecting  thereto  mav 
appear  and  be  heard ;  said  notice  to  lie  given  by  a, 
publication  of  this  order  of  notice  in  the  Boston 
Journal,  Traveller,  Transcript  and  Globe. 

Passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  (it-anted— Four 
or.e  bootblack. 


Hack  Licenses  (i ranted— William  Melefout,  24 
Exchange  place:  W.  ,1.  Reardon,  corner  Franklin 
and  Federal  streets;  Hiram  W .  Eames, transfer  to 
Edward  W.  Murray. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— P.  Norton  and  sev- 
en others. 

License  for  Dealer  in  Second-Hand  Articles 
Granted- Thomas  F.  O'Neill,  Tpliam's  Corner. 

Victuallers'  licenses  granted— J.  F.  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  136  Eliot  street;  E.  F.  Freeman,  li)  Garden 
street;    J.  A.  Putnam,  Scales  Hotel,  in   ba.-ement. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
several  ollicers  designated  lo  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Courts  recently  established  in 
this  city— Report  that  they  are  unable  to  agree, 
one  member  of  the  committee  being  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  order  as  reported'  bv  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accounts  and  the  cither  mem- 
ber being  in  favor  of  amending  the  order  so  as  to 
allow  .slim  per  month  to  the  ollicers  designated  to 
attend  the  courts  in  East  Boston  and  South  Bos- 
ton. [Signed]  Solomon  B.  Stebbins. 
Charles  J.  Pkescott. 
Committee. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
taken  up. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  be 
amended  so  far  as  it  relates  to  ihe  South  and 
East  Boston  District  Courts,  by  substituting 
8100  iu  place  of  the  sum  named,  so'  that  the  salary 
shall  be  shin  a  month.  The  Alderman  tnought.  the 
salarie-  shonl  I  be  the  same  as  in  Charlestown. 

Able in    Stebbins  .said    the    service-    rendered 

should  regulate  the  salaries  paid.  If  the  business 
in  Ea.-t  Boston  increased,  Ihe  ollicers  salary  could 
be  raised. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  officers  had  been 
selected  al.nost  entirely  from  the  police  for  their 
efficiency,  and  it  was  considered  in  the  light  of 
promotion. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
could  see  no  justice  in  giving  these  officers  more 
pay,  when  they  do  nothing  on  nights  and  Sun- 
days, than  is  given  policemen  who  aie  on  duty  all 
the  time.  He  charged  that  Alderman  Prescott 
desired  to  please  individuals,  and  thought  him 
the  most  extravagant  member  of  the  Board  in  re- 
gard to  salaries. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  did  not  know  one  of 
the  officers,  and  had  never  seen  any  of  them.  It 
had  seemed  to  him  that  the  salary  paid  in  Charles- 
town  was  a  criterion,  although  he  thought  tin- 
work  in  East  Boston  would  probably  not  be  so 
great  as  in  South  Boston.  He  had  nothing  to  re- 
gret in  regard  to  his  action  on  the  salary  ques- 
tion; he  had  voted  to  pay  heads  of  departments  a 
salary  proportionate  to  the  duties  imposed  on 
them. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  8100  per  month  would  be 
but  a  fair  compensation  for  the  officers,  who  had 
accepted  the  positions  expecting  to  receive  as 
much  a-  the  Charlestown  officers  do. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  constables  received  a 
fee  for  serving  process  in  addition  to  the  salary. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  if  there  was  to  be 
any  difference  the  larger  sum  should  be  paid 
where  there  is  most  work.  -He  should  vote  for  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Aldermen  Cutter  and  Prescott  gave  some  statis- 
tics of  the  criminal  business  in  the  two  courts. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  question 
was  divided  and  first  taken  on  making  the  sum 
§100  for  South  Boston,  and  it  was  lost — yeas  4, 
nays  8. 


JULY       3  0 
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Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Pres- 
eott— 4. 

Navs — Aldermen  Bigelow,  'lark.  Cutter,  Harris, 
Peter.*,  Power.  Stebbins,  W'orthington—  8. 

Alderman  Preseott  meyee  to  make  the  salary 
for  East  Boston  sun  per  month. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  order,  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  was 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines — Reports  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine  to  Braekett 
&  Hovsford  on  Boylston  and  Washington  streeti; 
ami  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of  C.  C. 
Kimball  for  leave  to  use  an  engine  at  19  Spring 
lane.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthiugtor.,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Buard— xieports  in 
favor  of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stable  of  Bernard  Denning,  C7  Newman  street; 
Alvin  Butler,  147  Medford  stieet.  Ward  21;  Fran- 
cis (ilt-ason,  Green  street,  Ward  17;  George  L. 
Stokell,  93  Brook  avenue;  Brice  S.  Evans,  West 
Camden  street;  Oilman  Page.  Boylston  street, 
Ward  17,  on  condition,  also,  that  the  stable  be 
built  on  the  outer  line  of  said  lot,  near  the  rail- 
road.   Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  that  no  action  isueee-sarv  on  petitions 
of  William  D.  Rockwood  et  at.,  that  the  Silver 
street  sewer  be  extended  to  E  street,  and  D.  S. 
White  for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  in  Au- 
burn street,  Chariestown.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  D.  H.  Blaney,  et  at.,  that  the  Margi- 
nal-street sewer  be  extended  to  Jeffries  Point;  C. 
W.  Ryan,  et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Maverick  street  be- 
tween Orleans  and  Jeffries  streets;  and  John  B. 
Wilson  et  at.,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  Chariestown. 
Severally  accepted. 

Orders'  of  notice  for  hearings,  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  in  the  following-named  streets : 
In  Dennis  street  between  Stafford  street  and 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  in  Blue  Hill  avenue  between 
Dennis  and  Wavetley  street-,  and  in  Waverley 
street  between  Blue  Htll  avenue  and  Perrin 
street;  in  Elm,  Ashland  and  Everett  streets, 
Chariestown;  in  Medford  street  between  Polk 
and  Everett  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  build 
a  sewer  in  Allston  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  S30.G7  be  abated  from  th»  assess- 
ment of  Ellen  Randall  for  a  sewer  in  Alpine  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  to  B.  F.  Bean; 
also  sis. 39  from  John  H.  Griggs,  and  §18.38  from 
•  Jacob  McDuffee,  for  a  sewer  in  Hammond  street, 
and  tbe  same  amounts  be  assessed  on  William  H. 
Wallace;  also  that  892.27  be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment levied  on  Mary  A.  Tupper,  for  a  sewer  in 
North  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is 
hereby  directed  to  extend  the  sewer  at  the  foot  of 
Summer  street,  on  account  of  filling  in  the  dock 
by  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  excavate,  for  storage  purposes,  below 
the  established  grade  the  cellar  for  the  engine 
house  at  the  corner  of  Bristol  street  and  Harrison 
avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  gi  Streets  be 
authorized  to  remove  forthwith  the  stone  pave- 
ment in  the  streets  surrounding  the  building  oc- 
cupied for  a  Municipal  Court  for  the  South  Bos- 
ton District ;  said  removal  to  begin  from  the  east- 
erly line  of  Dorchester  street,  on  Fourth  street,  to 
a  point  below  hook  and  ladder  house,  the  termi- 
nation of  which  to  be  a  sufficient  distance,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Supeiintendent,  to  prevent  dis- 
turbance to  the  court  dining  it- sessions:  all  of 
said  roadway  displaced  to  be  macadamized;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  W'orthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Streets — 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows :  S. 
C.  Thwing,  §4385,  on  account  of  land  taken  in 
name  of  Mrs.  C.  I).  Moses  in  widening  Washington 
street;  Ira  M.  Medburv,  §400,  on  account  of  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  an   order  of   notice  issued  bv 


the    Street   Commissioners   for  the  widening  of 
Warren  street.     Severally  read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  Clark  B.  Wood  to  remove  all 
obstructions  from  land  taken  in  widening  of  Lev- 
erett  street  by  the  first  day  of  August  next. 
Passed. 

DEFECTIVE  CO>T>TTCTOKS. 
Alderman  W'orthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  July  10, 1874,  for 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  notify  the  own- 
ers of  defective  conductors  to  repair  the  same,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  that  he 
had  not  power  to  make  people  repair  conductors; 
it  is  an  important  matter  and  demands  investiga- 
tion; theie  are  claims  every  month  against  the 
city  for  slipping  down  on  the  ice  or  from  ice 
dropping  from  the  eaves  of  buildings.  Three 
such  cases  had  occurred  recently. 

The  order  wa>  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Woithington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  notify  the  owners  or  occupauts  of   buildings 
from  the  roofs  or  sides  of   which  water  is  dis- 
charged into  the  public  streets  or  ways  of  the  city 
is  to  interfere  with  the  public  safety  or  < — 


prevent  the  dis<  harge  of  water  upon  the  public 
streets  or  ways  of  the  city;  and  incase  any  such 
owners  or  occuoants  neglect  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  this  order  within  the  space  of 
ten  days,  the  Chief  of  Police  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  the  names  of  such  owners  or 
occupants  to  this  Board. 

Alderman  Worchington  moved  thai  the  order 
take  its  second  reading 

Alderman  Cutter  ask  to  what  appropriation  the 
expense  was  to  be  charged.  It  asks  for  informa- 
tion concerning  eveiy  building  in  the  city.  In 
many  streets  there  are  no  drains,  and  the  water 
has  to  run  down  the  conductors. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  Chief  was  to 
report  to  the  Board  what  conductors  are  known 
to  be  dangerous.  It  is  tune  the  losses  from  these 
defective  conductors  should  be  stopped.  The 
order  will  not  cost  anything. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  police  could  very 
easily  obtain  the  information. 

Alderman  Cutter  agreed  that  something  should 
be  done,  but  could  not  see  why  the  police  should 
be  required  to  report  every  defective  water  spout. 
Why  not  require  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  do 
it?  The  police  would  be  prevented  from  attend- 
ing to  their  regular  business  if  they  carry  out  this 
order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  if  thi-  intended  to 
cover  all  cases  of  conductors  discharging  upon 
the  sidewalk. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  did ;  the  law  does 
not  permit  it.  Two  ease-  of  damage  had  occurred 
within  twenty  feet  of  each  other.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  re- 
port all  these  things,  v.  hile  the  police  could  do  it 
just  as  they  did  the  swing  signs. 

\lderman  Cutter  said  that  applied  only  to  one 
street. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  police  to  see  that  the  laws  are  not  broken  and 
they  could  collect  all  the  information  required  for 
the" information  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins  appreciated  the  motives  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  but  could  not  vote  for 
the  order  today  and  thought  it  should  be  laid 
over.  In  a  large  portion  of  the  South  End  there  is 
a  system  of  surface  drainage,  the  water  running 
from  the  tops  of  the  houses.  To  adopt  this  order 
would  do  away  with  that  system  and  cause  great 
trouble. 

Alderman  Worthington  had  no  objection  to  its 
lying  over. 

Alderman  Emery  hoped  it  would  not  lie  over; 
it  is  a  proper  order  and  should  be  passed.  The 
police  are  to  take  no  action  unless  public  safety 
and  convenience  requite  it. 

Alderman  Stebbin-  thought  that  was  a  very  lib- 
eral construction  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Emery  said  no  report  is  to  be  made 
except  public  safely  is  put  in  peril. 

Alderman  Woithington  said  that  after  the  re- 
port is  made,  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that 
action  is  necessary,  they  can  go  ahead. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  the  order  should  lie 

Alderman  Cutter  objected  to  the  order  because 
he  thought  there  might  be  some  legal  objection 
to  it. 
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Alderman  Wortliington  s;iiil  it  had  been  submit- 
ted to  the  City  Solicitor  and  met  his  approval. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  by  Alderman 
Peters,  was  lost— yeas  (j,  nays  6. 

Yeas-AMci  linn  Billow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Preseott,  Worthmgton— 1>. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  it  a  proper  order,  and 
he  had  heard  of  only  one  reason  given  whv  it 
should  not  lie  passed— that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5y2  o'clock, 

STANDPIPES  IN  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
Alderman  Wortliington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  report  as  early  as  practicable 
upon  the  expediency  of  introducing  ~st  mduipes 
into  all  the  public  buildings  in  this  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  greater  security  in  case  of 

Alderman  Wortliington  said  he  had  been  much 
surprised  to  learn  that  there  were  no  stand  pipes 
in  the  schoolhouses ;  in  the  last  ten  years  four- 
teen of  them  had  been  on  fire. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  subject  had  been 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
at  their  last  meeting,  and  they  voted  to  recom- 
mend such  action. 

Alderman  Preseott  said  the  recommendation 
applied  only  to  future  buildings.  He  was  happy 
to  know  that  the  order  hail  been  introduced. 

Alderman  Wortliington  said  the  order  contem- 
plated applying  the  system  to  all  the  public  build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery  sail  1  the  comni'ttce  were  unan- 
imous in  the  opinion  that  standpipes  should  be 
put  in  all  the  new  buildings. 

The  order  was  passed. 

GIBSON  SCHOOL  DISTBICT. 

Alderman  Preseott  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  school  build- 
ing of  wood  on  land  recently  purchased  by  the 
city  in  the  Gibson  District,  Ward  1(1.  at  an  estimat- 
ed cost  of  $15,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation already  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman'  Piescott  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates were  ready ;  the  order  ought  to  have  ema- 
nated from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Preseott  saiil  he  had  offered  it  as  a 
member  of  that  committee  after  consultation  with 
the  chairman,  who  agreed  that  it  would  be  best 
to  pass  it  now  and  save  time. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Preseott  said  the  appropriation  was 
all  made,  the  building  was  decided  to  be  necessa- 
ry, and  the  reference  would  only  cau-e  delay. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  the  order  all  right, 
and  was  just  such  a  one  as  would  come  from  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  rather  a  loose  way 
of  doing  business. 

Alderman  Preseott  'aid  Alderman  Cutter  was 
on  the  sub-committee  to  select  this  site  and 
should  be  the  last  man  to  object  to  lliis  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  replied  that  he  ha  I  saved  the 
citv  something  by  delay  in  selecting  that  location. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  work  could  be  done 
cheaper  now  than  later;  delay  would  certainly  in- 
crease the  cost. 

Alderman  Harris  did  not  see  any  necessity  for 
haste,  as  the  order  required  concurrent  action, 
and  the  Common  Conned  had  adjourned. 

Alderman  Emery  had  no  doubt  the  Common 
Council  would  be  called  togeth  r  shortly,  from  in- 
formation he  had  received. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  refer  was 
lost,  and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

WOOD    I'AVEIIKNTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  th  ■  following: 

Ordered,  That,  in  executing  the  orders  of  this 
Board  approved  duly  ti,  1X74,  tor  paving  the  road- 
ways of  Gold  and  Silver  streets  with  wood,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  directed  to  use  burnet- 
tized  spruce  blocks. 

Alderman  Peters  a  ked  the  reason  of  this  order, 
as  the  Committee  on  Paving  had  voted  a  different 
way. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  last  year  this  Board 
appropriated  ,«s500  to  be  used  by  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor  to 
examine   into   the    subject   of    wood   pavement 


and  report  what,  in  their  judgment,  was  the 
best  kind  of  wood  pavement  and  the  best 
preparation  to  preserve  it  from  rotting,  and 
also  offered  §300  for  the  best  essay  on  pre- 
serving wood.  That  report,  in  substance,  rec- 
ommended burnettized  spruce  blocks.  While  he  had 
advocpted  wood  pavements  in  certain  localities  in 
this  city,  his  anxiety  to  have  it  does  not  lead  him 
to  waste  the  city's  money  in  using  wood  without 
being  subjected  to  some  process  by  which  it  could 
be  preserved.  The  Alderman  cited  the  Commis- 
sioners' report  and  various  other  authorities  to 
show  that  the  burnettizi  ig  process  was  the  most 
preferable,  and  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
go  on  record  as  allowing  the  Committee  on 
Paving  to  waste  the  city's  money.  He  was 
not  present  when  that  committee  awarded 
the  contract  for  this  work,  but  when  lie  heard  of 
it  he  protested  against  such  action.  It  is  well- 
known  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  think 
money  spent  in  wood  pavement  is  all  thrown 
away,  and  therefore  if  this  pavement  should  not 
last  more  than  three  or  four  years  it  would  come 
back  upon  him.  The  Aldeiinan  read  a  letter  from 
F.  P.  Appleton,  agent  of  the  Lowell  Bleachery,  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  dames  B.  Francis,  who 
had  largely  investigated  this  subject,  giving  his 
experience  with  the  burnettizing  process 
and  stating  that  the  advantages  had  been 
very  great.  The  Alderman  spoke  of  the  differ- 
ent" melhods  of  laying  wood  pavements,  contend- 
ing that  the  foundation  should  be  puddled  before 
the  blocks  are  laid.  It  was  more  important  to 
him  to  go  upon  the  record  right  than  to  have  the 
order  pas  ed. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber of  last  year  the  Paving  Committee  voted  to 
pave  a  portion  of  Columbus  avenue  with 
carbolized  wood,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  voted  for  it.  That  is  the  best  piece  of  paving 
on  Columbus  avenue  today.  The  expense  was 
about.  82-'5— considerably  less  than  if  it  had  been 
done    with    burnettized    blocks.      The    comniis- 


froni  Columbus  avenue  in  g I  condition  anil  read 

a  certificate  to  that  effect  from  Dr.  Sharpies. 
Professor  Francis  had  given  up  using  the  burnett- 
izing process  entirely.  "They  had  a  monopoly  of 
this  business  in  Bangor,  Mb.,  and  the  committee 
thought  it  best  to  try  some  other  kind  in  this 
small  street. 

Alaerman  Power  said  that  no  smell  of  creosote 
could  be  distinguished  in  the  centre  of  that  block 
if  a  hole  were  bored  into  it.  The  Alderman  cited 
Superintendent  of  Streets  Harris  as  in  favor  of 
the  burnettizing  process,  and  adduced  other  tes- 
timony in  support  of  his  position.  4 

Alderman  Peters  cited  the  statement  of  the 
Commissioners  that  this  was  the  process  to  which 
we  are  "reduced"  in  practice,  arguing  that  it 
stood  lowest  in  their  e-timation. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  committee,  at  the 
meeting  alluded  to,  had  waited  for  Alderman 
Power,  and  they  had  to  act  without  him.  He  also 
cited  authorities  to  show  that  persons  had  chang- 
ed their  minds  in  regard  to  the  burnettizing  pro- 
cess, and  felt  sure  that  in  rive  year,"  Alderman 
Tower  would  change  his  mind  ami  believe  as  Mr. 
Francis  does  now,  who  advocated  it  in  1872  and 
does  not  now. 

Alderman  Power  said  Alderman  Cutter  did  not 
believe  in  anv  preparation  for  preserving  wood, 
and  wanted  all  such  pavements  to  rot  out;  nothing 
would  please  him  better. 

Alderman  Preseott  suggested  that,  unless  there 
was  some  neces-ity  for  the  passage  of  the  order, 
it  had  better  lie  over,  and  he  moved  that  it  lie  on 
.the  table. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  will  make  a  contract  as  the  committee 
have  voted,  and  it,  is  for  the  Board  to  say  whether 
or  not  they  want  that  conti  act,  made  as  a  majority 
of  the  committee  say. 

Al.lerman  Cutter  said  the  Superintendent  would 
not  make  a  contract  while  this  order  was  pending. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  Aldcnua  I  Power  did  him 
injustice  by  saying  he  opposed  this  kind  of  pave- 
ment to  carry  a  point.  Neither  did  he,  when  he 
made  a  minority  report  and  carried  his  point,  go 
and  brag  about  it.    He  was  no  such  man. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  3,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Power— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigclow,  Brooks,  Cutler,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins,  Wortliington— 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Wortliington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    27,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Offic>  r—  Edward  H.  Burrell,  James  E. 
Thompson,  Melville  ('.  Parcher,  Llewellyn  H. 
Clary,  Lemuel  B.  Burrill,  John  M.  Stewart,  Jere- 
miah B.  Sullivan,  Reuben  P.  Charters,  John  A. 
Boston,  Andrew  A.  Nourse,  Nelson  H.  Sibley, 
Franklin  S.  French,  William  ('.  Downing,  Benja- 
min O.  Low,  William  H.  Cotton,  Henry  S.  Hall, 
Benjamin  H.  Hunt. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department — Lyford 
W.  Graves,  captain.  Station  0;  Henry  C.  Hein- 
menway, lieutenant,  Station  6;  Samuel  A.  Todd, 
sergeant.  Station  1. 

Severally  confirmed,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter. 

Special  Police  Officers— Edward  Herald,  Michael 
Murphy.  Michael  Hennessey,  l'udors  wharf ;  Sam- 
uel J.  Bixby,  Grand  Junction  wharf,  East  Boston; 
John  Galvin,  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  confirmed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency   of 

constructing  common  sewers  in  Medford  street 
between  Polk  and  Everett  streets,  Charlestown  ; 
in  Dennis  street  between  Slall'ord  street  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue  ;  in  Blue  Hilt  avenue  between  Dennis 
and  Waverley  streets,  and  in  Waverly  street  be- 
tween Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Pen  in  street;  in  Elm, 
Ashland  and  Everett  streets.  Dorchester;  and  on 
petition  of  Horace  S.  Hart,  for  leave  to  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  corner  of  First  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue.  No  objection  being  of- 
fered, the  orders  were  severally  recommitted— the 
last  one  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  and 
the  others  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

The  order  of  notice  on  proposed  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  Brook  avenue  was  considered. 

Mr.  Robinson  appealed  for  the  estate  of  Eliza- 
beth Robinson,  and  said  it  left  an  intervening  lot 
between  the  sewer  and  the  land  he  represented, 
which  would  injure  that  land  ;  he  did  not  object 
to  the  sewer,  but  they  have  all  the  sewerage  they 
now  want  on  Brook  avenue;  he  did  not  object  to 
the  taking  of  ihe  land  provided  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
more  on  the  westerly  Side  were  taken,  a  fair  price 
be  paid  for  what  is  taken  on  the  westerly  side  of 
the  sewer,  and  the  owners  were  not  subjected  to 
any  assessment  for  the  cost  of  the  sewerage ; 
by  taking  the  ten  feet  proposed  in  the 
plan,  the  fifteen  let  left  would  be  worthless  to 
the  owners;  if  the  ground  is  raised  over  the  sewer 
it  will  cause  a  fiowage  on  the  easterly  side,  which 
will  damage  the  lots,  and  he  should  object  if  any 
such  damage  is  caused  ;  if  a  pond  is  made  there 
he  should  claim  a  right  to  drain  into  the  sewer 
without  charge. 

Mr.  Rich  appeared  for  the  estate  of  Betsy  J. 
Pope;  he  did  noi  know  of  any  nuisance  caused  by 
the  brook,  unh-ss  it  be  from  tic  bodies  of  dead 
ammals  on  the  Quincy-street  District;  the  brook 
is  the  natmal  outfit  of'  a  huge  territory  now,  and 
if  converted  into  a  sewer  some  a  rrangciucnt  should 
be  made  for  flowing  oil'  the  sin  1  ice  water,  which 
is  the  great  diniculiy  to  be  met  ;  he  should  object 
to  any  assessment  for  the  construction  of  the 
sewer.  In  reply  to  a  (Miction  by  Afilennan  Power, 
Mr.  Rich  said'  he  did 
one  had 

not  know  of  any  suitable  place  for  a  sewer  but 
the  brook. 

Mr.  Moses  Mates  did  not  know  how  bis  land  is  to 
be  left,  and  could  tell  better  after  the  drum  is  fin- 
ished what  the  damage  will  be  to  him  ;  he  object- 
ed  to  being  assessed,  but  bail  no  objection  to  the 
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PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  Law- 
lor  and  William  Boyson,  that  repairs  be  made  and 
edge-tones  be  set  on  Old  Harbor  street. 

John  H.  Parker  et  al.,  that  the  passage  in  rear 
of  100  Vernon  street  be  called  "Vernon  avenue." 

M.  Lowry  et  al.,  that  Welles  avenue,  Harley  and 
Ocean  streets  be  put  in  order. 

James  Parker,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  in 
Kilby  street. 

Patrick  O'Leary,  for  a  sidewalk  on  No.  1  First 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  strum  Engines.  Boston  & 
Colorado  Mining  Company,  for  leave  to  use  a 
small  melting  furnace  at  16  Mt.  Washington 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  I'nlilie  Instruction.  Trus- 
tees of  the  Eliot  School,  West  Roxbury,  for  an 
appropriation  in  aid  of  said  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Bullard,  for 
a  sewer  in  Emerson  street  from  Third  to  Dorches- 
ter street. 

Henry  Souther,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assess- 
ment on  Third  street. 

H.  Obst  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  in  Oneida  street  be 
reconstructed. 

J.  T.  Reed  ei«(.,that  the  outlet  of  the  Canal- 
street  sewer  oe  extended  over  the  flats  in  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Thomas  D. 
Thurston,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
yvhile  in  the  employment  of  I).  H.  Jacobs,  for  the 
city,  on  June  3,  when  his  eye  was  accidentally  put 
out.    ■ 

To  the  Com mittre  on  Licenses.  J.  H.  Ha- 
thorne,  for  leave  to  run  an  extra  line  of  coaches 
from  Charlestown  to  Barman's  Hippodrome. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Rosa  von  Euw  it  r//.,  icmonstrance  against 
occupation  of  stable  at  661  Parker  street  by  Ben- 
jamin Foxwell. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Second  street, 
Ward  20. 

John  H.  Clapp,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  rear  of  290  Main  street, 
Charlestown. 

William  G.  Thacher,  for  leave  to  move  and  alter 
a  stable  for  two  cows  in  Alleghany  street,  Ward 
15. 

Joseph  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  100  horses  on  Custom  House  street,  No.  1-1. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  dr.,  for  leave  to  occupy  two 
stables  for  twenty-live  horses  each  on  land  be- 
tween Halleck  street  and  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad. 

George  H.Williams,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  additional  horses  on  a  court  off 
Centre  street,  between  Star  lane  and  Seaverus 
avenue. 

John  L.  Merguire,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Hospital  wharf' on  Charles 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lanijis.  Weston  &  Rand, 
for  two  street  lamps  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  Exeter  street. 

To  the  Com  mill  re  on  Public  Library.  Request 
of  Trustees  of  Public  Library  for  accommodations 
for  Dorchester  Branch  Library. 

BARNUM'S  HIPPODROME. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  officers  of  the 
Old  South  Church  and  Society,  representing  that 
acting  under  a.  license  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, P.  T.  Barnum  has  established  his  exhibition 
in  close  proximity  to  the  we.-tcrlv  part  of  the  house 
of  its  pas, or,  and  across  the  westerly  end  of  Boyl- 
Ston  Street,  ex  I  ending  seveial  hundred  feet  from 
north  to  south,  which,  on  account  of  the  great 
concourse  of  all  kinds  of  people  w  Inch  will  be  col- 
lected thereby,  will  be  of  great  annoyance  and 
probable  injury  to  the  dwelling  house  of  the  pas- 
tor, and,  in  a  serious  degree,  annoy  the  worship- 
pers at  the  chapel ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  all  of 
the  buildings  will    be    greatly  exposed  to  injury  in 

society,  thciol'oic,  asked  that  the  Itoaid  revoke 
the  license  of  Mr.  Barnum,  if  he  had  such  license, 
and  cause  him  to  place  said  exhibition  on  the 
lands  known  as  the  Coliseum  grounds,  where  it 
was  supposed  that  the  same  was  to  be  placed  when 
Such  license  was  granted.  The  society  further 
says,  that  should  the  Board  not  feel  justified  in 
revoking  the  license  granted  to  Mr.  Barnum,  a 
high  b'.iard  fence  be  erected  ou  Dartmouth  and 
1-ioylston  streets,  of  such  length  as  will  help,  with 
the  care  of  efficient  police,  to  prevent  the  serious 
annoyances  liable  to  result  from  such  large  and 
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long-continued  gatherings  of  all  kinds  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  State  which  the  exhibition 
will  procure. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  been  informed— and 
perhaps  misinformed— that  the  place  where  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  Barnuni's  Hippodrome  is  in  a  lo- 
cation different  from  that  for  which  a  license 
was  granted  by  this  Board,  or  certainly  different 
from  what  to'  expected  by  persons  living  in  that 
neighborhood.  It  was  expected  that  the  license 
would  be  granted  to  Mr.  Barnum  to  put  up  such  a 
structure  as  was  needed  for  his  hippodrome  upon 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Coliseum  grounds ; 
but  it  seems  that  preparations  arc  being  made  to 
have  this  hippodrome  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  old  Coli-eum  grounds  and  in  an  entirely 
different  place  from  what  parties  living  in  the  im- 
mediate  vicinity  expected.  It  is  also  claimed  by 
parties  connected  with  the  Old  South  Society  that 
the  placing  of  this  hippodrome  so  immediately 
contiguous  to  the  building  they  are  now 
erecting  will  be  a  very  great  detriment 
and  risk  to  them.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  regard  to  the  location, 
ard  whether  steps  are  being  taken  to  nave  this 
hippodrome  in  any  other  locality  than  that  for 
which  a  license  was  granted  by  tins  Board. 

Alderman  Bigelow— In  the  application  for  a 
license  which  was  made  a  few  weeks  r  go  by  Mr. 
Barnum,  it  was  stated  that  the  hippodrome  was 
to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Coliseum 
Grounds.  I  must  confess  that  I  had  not  a  clear 
idea  of  where  it  was  to  be  placed.  I  supposed 
that  it  was  to  be  on  that  side  of  the  railroad,  but 
it  appears  that  they  stated  in  the  application 
that  it  was  to  be  upon  land  acquired  from  the 
State.  As  I  understand  it,  the  State  does  not 
own  the  site  where  the  old  Coliseum  was 
located,  and  this  was  the  only  land  on 
which  they  could  put  it,  and  that  there  was 
no  misrepresenting  the  locality.  Very  lately 
it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  committee 
that  it  was  objectionable  to  some  parties,  particu- 
larly to  one  who  lives  in  that  vicinity :  and  al- 
though notice  had  been  given  two  or  three  weeks, 
no  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  those  par- 
ties immediately  concerned  until  within  a  day  ir 
two.  The  committee  have  been  upon  the  ground 
and  viewed  the  state  of  things  in  person,  quite  a 
space  has  been  arinngen  fori  lie  location  oV  this  es- 
tablishment and  a  large  amount  of  labor  has  been 
done  there.  The  place  is  enclosed,  the  seat- are 
largely  erected,  and  it  would  be  a  very  great  loss 
to  Mr.'  Barnum  if  his  license  should  be  revoked. 
It  seems  to  us,  after  viewing  the  premises,  that 
there  is  no  such  danger  as  that  apprehended  by 
the  remonstrants.  It  is  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  .Manning  and  it  pre- 
sents only  a  plank  wall  to  view  from  there.  As 
they  do  not  intend  to  have  any  fire  in  the  building 
except  for  lights  in  tne  evening,  there  will  be  no 
danger  from  that  source.  A  large  concourse  of 
people  will  undoubtedly  be  there  every  day,  but 
from  what  we  observed  we  should  suppose  that  as 
little  objection  can  be  raised  against  having  it 
there  :.s  against  any  .similar  exhibition  that  we 
have  had  in  this  city  for  many  years.  I,  for  one, 
do  not  feel  that  we  should  be  justified  in  revoking 
the  license  of  Mr.  Barnum  after  all  he  has  done 
theie,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  do 
not  see  that  any  great  harm  can  accrue  to  any- 
body from  its  lleiiig  there.  The  main  entrance  to 
the  structure  will  be  over  on  Huntington  avenue, 
I  think,  and  Boylston  street  might  be  closed  up 
entirely,  so  that  there  might  be  no  passing  in  by 
the  Old  South  Church  and  Chapel. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  hope  the  petition  will 
take  the  regular  course,  and  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  and  if  they  should  deem 
it  inexpedient  to  revoke  the  license  of  Mr.  Bar- 
num. as  I  think  they  would  undoubtedly  feel,  they 
should  see  that  the  city  should  take  all  proper 
precautions  and  make  strict  police  regulations  in 
the  vicinity,  so  that  no  detriment  should  result  to 
the  property  of  persons  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
since  it  is  in  a  different  locality  from  what  was 
expected  when  the  license  was  granted. 

Alderman  Peters— I  made  the  motion  1  did  after 
hearing  the  explanation  of  the  Chairman,  which  I 
think  perfectly  lucid  and  clear.  1  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  reference.  As  to  the  police  regula- 
tions, I  think  thej  will  be  as  good  as  can  be  made. 

Alderman  Hall— I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  li- 
cense.   I  think  the  Alderman   from  Ward  8  has  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  not  the  license. 
I  presume  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  has  it. 


Alderman  Hall— Have  you  not  a  copy  of  it? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  not,  and  the  Alder- 
man can  obtain  all  the  information  in  regard  to 
the  license  from  the  City  Clerk.  In  company  with 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  I  visited  the  local- 
ity today,  and  I  do  not  think  the  petitioners  have 
any  just  ground  of  complaint,  and  there  is  only 
one  family  who  will  be  discommoded  by  it.  The 
objection  to  the  obi  Coliseum  grounds  is  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  room  there.  Since  it  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Coliseum  building  the  ground  has 
been  graded  into  streets,  so  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  accommodate  thi-  large  building  which 
Mr.  Barnum  is  erecting  there  unless  it  was  gradee. 
down  again.  I  think  the  property  of  persons 
there  will  be  protected  by  Mr.  Barnum  and  his 
agents,  who  will  take  the  utmost  precautions  to 
see  that  good  order  is  preserved. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  as  a  substitute  to 
the  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licens-es. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  substitute  will  not 
prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  absurd  pe.itions  thac  i-vei  came  before  this 
Board.  This  <  )ld  South  Church  and  Society  occu- 
py a  good  deal  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  they 
take  up  almost  the  whole  of  Boylston'  street  lead- 
ing to  this  niece  of  land,  whei  e  Mr.  Barnum  pro- 
poses to  have  his  exhibition.  Now,  when  thev 
come  here  and  ask  us  as  a  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
protect  them  against  lo-s— a  society  a-,  rich  as  they 
are,  and  who  pay  no  taxes  to  the  city  of  Boston  ;— 
when  they  ask  us  to  fence  in  their  "property  that 
they  mav  be  preserved  harmless  from  the  exhibi- 
tion, it  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  absurd.  I  think 
they  should  rather  pay  the  city  of  Boston,  or  Mr. 
Barnum,  something  for  advertising  ti.eir  church, 
for  i  believe  people  will  hear  more  about  the  Old 
South  Church  and  Society  by  having  the  exhibi- 
tion there  than  they  ever  heard  before':  The  idea 
of  their  blocking  up  the  street  for  six  months  and 
then  petitioning  to  prevent  parties  from  coming 
here  wdio  will  bring  ami  leave  a  inuined  ihnusand 
dollars  more  than  they  carry  away.  The  idea  is 
absurd. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  the  motion  to  refer 
will  prevail.  The  committee  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Barnuni's  agent  today  and  lie  has  expressed  a 
willingness  to  do  anything  to  protect  property 
there  by  a  high  board' fence  or  in  any  other  way 
that  the  committee  may  indicate.  The  committee 
will  watch  matters  th  -re  and  lake  any  steps  neces- 
sary to  protect  property  of  private  citizens  or  any 
society  from  injury.  Certainly  we  are  bound  to 
protect  these  petitioners  whether  thev  pay  taxes 
or  not.  They  represent  the  moral  part  of  the 
community  in  a  large  degree,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  the  Alderman  to  reflect,  upon  them  in  the 
way  he  has.  I  hope  the  petition  will  take  the 
regular  course. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  fully  concur  with  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8.  and  think  it  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Corn- 
mi.tee  on  Licenses,  for  the  pe.  nioners  have  a  right 
to  be  heard.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  committee 
will  think  it  advisable  to  revoke  Mr.  Barnuni's 
license,  and  I  certainly  think  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  doing  so.  But  I  believe  thev  should 
hear  parties  owning  a  large  amount  of  property  in 
that  vicinity.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  10  'has 
thought  this  a  good  occasion  to  compare  the 
amount  of  good  which  can  he  done  by  the  Old 
South  Chinch  and  Barnuni's  Hippodione.  I  do 
not  care  to  go  into  that  question  at  the  present 
time.  But  in  reply  to  one  statement  he  made,  I 
desiie  to  say  that  the  old  South  Soee-ty  did  pay 
taxes  to  an  amount  exceeding  Sifi.ntlO  la'st  year. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  it  on  church  pro]  <  rtvV 

Alderman  Prescott— Ye.- ,  sir.  The  old  South 
Church  is  leased  to  the  Tinted  States  as  a  Post 
Office,  and  brings  into  the  city  treasury  some  seven 
or  eight  thousand  dollars,  hut  that  has  no  bear- 
ing on  this  subject. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Ira  A.  Medbury  $400,  for  damages 
on  account  of  the  proposed  widening  of  Warren 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  S.  C.  Thwing  Stysr,,  for  Washing- 
ton-street land  damages. 

Alderman  Brooks  inquired  how  much  land  there 
was  in  this  piece. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  this  amount  was 
awarded  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  ;Uid  the 
information  could  have  been  obtained  from  them 
during  tiie  week  while  the  order  was  before  this 
Board;  the  order  is  in  the  usual  form. 
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Alderman  Brooks  said  ho  supposed  the  number 
of  feet  taken  should  have  been  reported. 

The  Chainiuui  sta.ed  that,  when  the  order  came 
from  the  Street  Commissioners  the  number  of  feet 
taken  and  the  price  per  foot  paid  were  given  in 
the  schedule,  so  that  every  member  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  the  information  if  he  had  taken 
the  pains  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  that  the  order  lie  upon 
the  table.    Lost. 

The  Chairman  -tated  that  the  order  passed  this 
Board  July  17, 1874;  the  land  taken  was  530  square 
feet,  and  the  price  i  er  foot  was  $4.50. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  give  the  name  of  "Reading  street"  to 
Reed  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  purchase  a  Blake  stone  crusher  for  the 
Paving  Department  for  the  sum  of  §1300.   Passed. 

Order  to  repair,  grade  and  macadamize  Wash- 
ington street  dale  Shawmut  avenue)  on  new  line 
of  widening.    Bassed. 

Order  to  pay  George  W.  Claypole  sr.2.50,  for 
grade  damages  on  Lincoln  street,  Brighton. 
Passed. 

Order  to   pay  Samuel    15.  Fierce   8415,  for  grade 

damages   on  Dudley  and  Breton   streets.     Passed. 

REPORTS   OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Commissioners  of  Hie  sinking  Funds.  Re- 
port of  the  condition  of  the  fund  -  for  redemp- 
tion of  the  city  debt  for  the  six  months  ending 
June  30th,  1874  (City  Doc.  No.  70),  of  which  the 
following  is  a  summary: 

Revenue  and  Sinking  Funds. 

General  Debt  Sinking  Fund $10,507,810.11 

Water       "  "  ■'      W72.953.62 

Consolidated     Street     Improvement    Loan 

Sinking    Fund 030,3110.31 

Appropriation  and  1,'evenue  Fund,  1873-74. .        54s,933.17 

Siniiilk-sti-ei  I  lbs, net  sinking    Fund 182,515.01 

Revenue    "       2,778.43 

Burnt  District  Sterling  bean  sinking  Fun. I        3lo,2sti.27 
"     Revenue    "  15,001.55 

Mvsti-  Wat    r  \V..rks  Sinking    Fund 187,214.31 

Public  Buildings  l.,,.-.n  Sinking  l-uud 131.28i.tt0 

"  "  "      Revenue    "     956.15 

Street  Improvement.  Lo  m   Sinking   Fund..        :i.i4,83s.!i8 
"      Revenue"      ..         19,481.79 

$14,204,451.30 

The  Debt. 

Total  Funded  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1873 $35,480,395.71 

increase  since— 

bit  v  Debt. $2,981,000.00 

Water  Debt ll4ii.IHIII.IIO 

I'll  ill -stow  li   Debt 1,327,3411.40 

M  Mi--  Water  Debt 1,403,000.00 

Brighten   Debt ,..      708,5110.00 

West    ltexburv  Debt 520,000.00 

7,885,040.00 

$43,372,3:t.i.77 
Paid  from  (general  Sinking  Fund- 
City   Debt S204.000.00 

Fokbury  Debt 30,150.00 

Brighton  Debt 147,400.00 

V,  est    i:  .vburv  1).  bt lii.iioo.ooii 

C'barlcHimwi    Debt 5,0(111.00 

Dorchester  Debt 5,000.00 

$407,550.00 

Paid  from  Bevel. ue  Funds 100,000.00 

030,550.00 

///■',.<<  Funded  Debt,. lime  30.  HM -  12. ,.r>, 7-5.7  7 

Less  Redemption  Funds 14,264,451 .30 

Net  Debt,  June  30, 1874 $28,471,334.47 

The  report  was  sent  down. 

Street  Couuiiissiniirrs.  A  resolve  and  order  was 
received  for  the  widening  of  that  part  of  Wash- 
ington street  formerly  called  (luilii  row,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  81-'*ll.50,  by  taking  land  of  the 
following-named  persons:  William  H.  Milton,  150 
square  feet;    Charles  D.  Swain,    107  square  feet. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Worthing! the  order 

was  read  a  second  time — 7  for,  5  against— and  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  voted  against  the  sec- 
ond reading  because  he  presumed  there  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  not  lie  over,  and  he 
presumed  that  a  majority  ot  the  Board,  outside 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  could  sec  no  reason 
for  it,  especially  since  the  Council  has  adjourned. 
When  the  city  debt  is  continually  increasing  this 
Board  cannot  be  too  careful. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  name  of  the 
Street  had  been  changed  from  Guild  row  to  Wash- 
ington street;  the  amount  previously  expended  in 
widening  Washington  street  had  exceeded  $10,- 
000;  hence  the  order  had  to  come  to  the  City 
Council;  if  the  name  had  not  been  changed  the 
Street  Commissioners  could  have  done  it  without 


the  concurrence  of  the  City  Conncil.  Parties  on 
the  line  had  torn  down  their  buildings,  and  the 
passage  of  this  order  would  be  a  notice  to  them  to 
put  their  buildings  back  on  the  new  line. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  voted  to  give  the 
order  a  second  reading  because  he  supposed  the 
Common  Council  would  be  called  together  this 
week,  as  there  had  been  an  accumulation  of  con- 
current business. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed,  iu  concur- 
rence with  the  Street  Commissioners. 

THE    CONTRACT     FOR    WATERIKG    PARK    SQUARE. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special 
assignments  for  Ave  o'clock,  viz. :  1.  Order  to  re- 
voke license  heretofore  granted  to  Benjamin 
Jones  to  sprinkle  Park  square;  also  a  proposed 
amendment  by  Alderman  Prescott  to  revoke  all 
licenses  granted  to  said  Jones  to  sprinkle  in  any 
poitions  of  the  city.  2.  Order  to  licen-e  Malachi 
Clark  to  sprinkle  a  portion  of  Columbus  avenue 
and  Park  square.  3.  Order  to  allow  $65  per  month 
instead  of  $50  for  sprinkling  a  portion  of  Colum- 
bus avenue. 

The  first  order  being  under  consideration,  Al- 
derman Power  moved  that  it  lie  upon  the  table, 
he  having  undcistnnd  that  Mr.  Jones  proposed  to 
sell  out  Ins  business,  and  ais  the  negotiation  was 
in  progress  he  hardly  knew  what  was  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city  i'n  the  case. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  understood  that  Mr. 
Jones  sold  ..ut  his  business  three  weeks  ago. 

Alderman  Power  had  not  much  faith  in  the  sale, 
and  wanted  to  ascertain  about  it;  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  to  have  the  matter  stand 
until  Mr.  Jones  satisfies  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  that  he  intends  to  do  what  he 
agieed  to  do. 

Alderman  Hall  said  that  Mr.  Jon. -s  did  sell  out 
on  July  9,  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  sold  was 
present,  and  ready  and  willing  to  complete  his 
contract  if  the  committee  are  willing.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  in  the  little  sparring  at  the  last  ses- 
sion injustice  had  been  done  an  innocent  man. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
lie  referred  back  to  the  (  ominittee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Cutter  opposed  that  motion ;  Mr. 
Jones  had  sold  out,  and  they  no  longer  dealt  with 
him  ;  the  matter  should  be  acted  on  ;  the  streets 
need  sprinkling,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 


been  made. 

Alderman  Peters  explained  the  position  of  af- 
fairs: Mr.  Jones  having  given  up  his  contract,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  made  a  new  one  with  a  man 
who  is  not  the  one  who  bought  Mr.  Jones  out. 
The  difference  is  just  $30  per  month,  citizens  in 
that  vicinity  and  the  Providence  Uailroad  have 
agreed  to  contribute,  so  that  the  city  is  to  pay  805 
per  month  instead  of  850.  'the  amount  whicli  Mr. 
Jones  would  lose  is  $30  per  month.  Mr.  Jones's 
license  must  fust  be  revoked  in  order  to  have  a 
new  license  issued  to  Malachi  Clark.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  pursue  Mr. 
Jones  any  further. 

Alderman  Harris  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer 
back  the  whole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  understood  that  this 
party  who  had  bought  out  Mr.  Jones  is  ready  to 
go  on  at  the  price  Mr.  Jones  hail  agreed  to  pay, 
and  he  did  not  see  any  reason  for  [laying  the  ex- 
tra $15  per  month. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  committtce  did  not 
want  to  back  out  of  their  contract,  and  they  did 
not  know  the  man  was  going-  to  offer  to  do  it  at 
the  old  price. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  refer  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  where  it  must  go. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Alderman  Hall  hoped  the  license  would  not  be 
revoked,  but  that,  the  man  who  had  bought  out 
Mr.  Jones  might  be  permitted  to  take  the  contract 
at  the  old  price. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Jones  had  refused  to 
water  Park  square,  and  the  committee  had  made 
a  new  contract.  They  wanted  the  Board  to  up- 
hold them. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  several  parties  were  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  and  had  agreed  to  pay  a 
certain  sum,  and  the  committee  had  inade  a  con- 
tract, with  Mr.  Clark. 

Alderman  Power  denied  that  any  contract  had 
been  made  with  Mr.  Clark. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  it  had  been  awarded  to 
him  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  money    could   be 
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saved  if  Mr.  Jones's  sale  was  bona  tide,  as  the 
party  had  offered  to  do  it  at  the  old  price. 

Alderman  Peters  said  Mr.  Clark's  bid  was  the 
lowest,  and  he  was  awarded  the  contract  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  matter  should  go 
back  to  the  committee,  and  the  money  be  saved 
by  letting  the  contract  to  the  man  who  will  do  the 
work  for  the  lowest  price.  If  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  wish  to  <*arry  out  this  new 
contract  and  not  save  the  money  to  the  city,  he 
did  not  want  to  hear  anything  more  about  their 
economy  this  year. 

Alderman  Prescott's  motion  to  amend  was  lost, 
and  the  order  to  revoke  Mr.  Jones's  license  was 
passed,  as  were  also  those  granting  a  license  to 
Malachi  Clark  to  sprinkle  Park  square  and  a  por- 
tion of  Columbus  avenue,  and  to  allow  $65  per 
month  instead  of  $50  for  sprinkling  a  portion  of 
Columbus  avenue. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  votes  whereby  the 
three  above-named  orders  were  passed,  made  by 
Alderman  Peters — hoping  it  would  not  prevail — 
was  lost. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  81757.50  was  received  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  for  the  expenses  at  the 
county  jail  for  July,  which  being  duly  approved 
was  ordered  paid. 

HOME  FOR  THE  POOE. 

Orders  came  up  from  the  Common  Council  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  "Home  for  the  Poor" 
on  the  Austin  farm,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  S385,- 
000;  and  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
report  an  order  providing  the  means.  . 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence. 

Alderman  Prescott-It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
matter  upon  which  we  may  well  make  haste  slow- 
ly. I  see  that  the  order  was  passed  in  the  other 
branch  of  this  Government  without  a  single  word 
of  debate.  Such  orders,  involving  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  are  apt  to  pass,  even  in  this 
branch  of  the  Government,  without  a  word  of 
debate,  while  merely  trivial  matters,  such  as  we 
have  had  before  us  this  afternoon  for  the  water- 
ing of  Park  square,  or  that  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Milk  Inspector,  or  a  difference  of  five  or  ten  dol- 
lars a  month  in  the  salary  of  officers  attending 
the  courts,  involve  a  long  discussion.  rlhis  sub- 
ject should  be  carefully  investigated  before 
we  make  an  appropriation  which  calls  for 
an  expenditure  at  the  present  time  of  about 
$400,000,  and  which  means,  in  the  coining  rive 
years,  an  expenditure  of  as  much  more.  The  lot 
of  land  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  pint  this  Home 
for  the  Poor  was  first  offered  to  the  city  some  two 
years  since,  at  an  expense,  I  think,  of  $150,000. 
That  price  was  considered  ton  high,  and  no  action 
was  taken  by  the  City  Council  of  that  year.  Last 
year  the  matter  came  up  again  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  who  reported  an 
order  recommending  the  purchase- of  the  Austin 
farm  In  West  Roxbury,  at  an  expense  of  $135,000. 
The  matter  was  discussed  in  the  City  Council  and 
finally  recommitted  to  the  Cornmitte*  on  Public 
Institutions.  After  some  months'  delay  that  com- 
mittee found  themselves  aide  to  pun  base  that  lot 
of  land  for  $75,000,  which  was  actually  one-half 
the  pi  ice  that  was  attempted  to  be  got  'for  it  when 
it  was  first  offered  to  the  Government  for  sale.  It 
is  a  question  in  my  mind  -nether  it  is  not  possible 
for  us,  in  delaying  this  matter,  to  make  an  equal 
saving  in  the'  amount  which  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  I 
desire  the  B^ard  to  distinctly  understand 
that  although  the  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions call"  for  an  appropriation  of  $551,- 
188,  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions have  reported  an  order  for  the  appropriation 
of  siiSS.ooo,  which  looks  like  a  saving  of  over  $170,- 
000,  it  is  not  a  saving  of  any  considerable  amount. 
It  is  simply  deferring  the  erection  of  a  part  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  The  report  submitted  by  the 
committee  states  that  it  would  be  best  to  utilize 
the  attic  story  of  the  male  and  female  wings  and 
reduce  1  he  size  of  the  female  wing,  but  they  de- 
cided that  the  greatest  saving  could  be  made  by 
deferring  the  erection  of  the  building  for  neglect- 
ed childien  anil  erecting  the  whole  of  the  female 
wing  and  using  a  portion  of  this  for  the  children. 
I  am  quite  positive  that  even  before  this  building 
is  done  another  call  will  be  made  upon  this  Govern- 
ment for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  accom- 
modation of  these  children.  I  believe  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  separate  building  for 
these  children  and  that  the  attempt  to  show  a 
saving  of  §170,000  will  prove  in  reality  to  be  the 


saving  of  a  mere  paltry  sum.  This  building  for 
tie  children  must  inevitably  be  constructed.  The 
only  saving  that  has  been  made  is  in  dispen- 
ing'with  marble  mantles,  a  little  granite  work, 
and  a  part  of  the  fire-proof  floor,  and  I 
question  whether  it  is  wise  to  dispense  with 
the  last,  for  if  it  is  to  be  retained  in  any 
buuding  it  should  be  in  this  oue.  We  have  at 
present  348  paupers ;  last  year  at  the  same  date 
we  had  277.  Tc  erect  this  building  and  make  a  ju- 
dicious expenditure  of  money  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  at  the  present  time  requires  very  much  con- 
sideration. We  should  look  at  what  our  territory 
and  population  will  probably  be  within  a  few 
years.  The  question  of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea 
and  Winthrop  to  Boston  will  be  voted  upon  this  fall. 
Cambridge.  Somcrville,  Maiden,  Reveie  and  Hyde 
Park  have  all  made  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  annexation  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  when  those  places  and  others 
contiguous  to  them  will  be  annexed  to  this  me- 
tropolis. Krookline  is  surrounded  by  our  terri- 
tory, and  in  due  time  must  become  a  part  of  the 
city.  As  I  stated  before,  the  present  number  of 
paupers  is  347,  against  277  a  year  ago;  now,  this 
building  is  intended  to  accommodate  something 
like  soo  persons.  I  believe  that  if  that  number  had 
been  stated  at  600,  it  would  have  been  nearer 
the  actual  number  that  will  be  accommo- 
dated bv  this  Home  for  the  Poor.  I  wish 
the  Board  also  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  very 
important  change  lias  been  made  in  the  settle- 
ment law  by  the  Legislature  this  year,  by  which 
the  number 'of  paupers  that  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  to  provide  for  will  be  not  less  than  three 
times  as  many  as  we  have  today,  even  with  our 
present  extent  of  territory.  Under  the  old  law,  a 
person  to  become  a  pauper  and  a  charge  upon  the 
city  had  to  have  ten  years  of  consecutive  resi- 
dence and  pay  live  poll  taxes,  or  be  an  owner  of  real 
estate  for  three  years,  or  of  personal  property  for 
five  consecutive  years.  A  very  radical  change 
indeed  was  made  m  that  particular  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  present  year  to  relieve  the  state  of 
the  charge  ot  this  class.  Now  only  three-years" 
taxes  in  a  rive-years'  residence  are  required.  Un- 
der the  old  Jaw  single  women  could  not  obtain  a 
•ettlement,  except  hereditary,  from  their  fathers. 
Now  any  woman  obtains  a  legalseitlenient  by  five 
years'  residence  after  she  is  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  This  gives  a  claim  upon  the  city  to  all  single 
women  who  have  lived  rive  years  in  Boston,  and 
will  throw  upon  the  city  a  large  cla-s  who  have 
formerly  been  sent  to  Tewksbury.  Thi-  law  wentin- 
to  effect  June  28  las',  and  has  not  as  yet,  of  course, 
been  tested  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  a  state- 
ment of  the  increase  of  paupers,  but  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  number  of  females  or  children  will 
be  more  than  doubled,  as  the  construction  of  the 
law  enables  a  woman  to  gain  a  settlement  for 
herself  and  children  by  rive  year.-'  resilience  in  the 
city.  Now,  I  claim  that  by  appropriating  this 
large  amount  we  virtually  commit  ourselves  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  whole  sum  asked  for  bv 
the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  This  amount 
is  large  enough  to  build  a  hotel.  We  have  made 
serious  mistakes  enough  in  the  past  in  regard  to 
public  buildings.  I  believe  that  we  should  pause 
before  taking  another  step.  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  expenditures  we  have  made. 
The  present  City  Hall  Building  cost  $505,ooi.42, 
has  not  been  completed  nine  years,  and  has  been 
found  entirely  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the 
city.  It  would  have  been  inadequate  for  the 
wants  of  the  city  even  if  our  population  and  ter- 
ritory had  not  been  increased.  It  is  a  poorly  ar- 
ranged, poorly  heated  and  poorly  ventilated  struc- 
ture, at  a  cost  of  over  half  a  million  dollars,  and 
we  are  obliged  to  accommodate  several  depart- 
ments out  of  the  building, while  no  department  has 
as  much  room  as  it  should  have.  A  few  years 
since  we  erected  a  City  Hospital  at  a 
cost,  exclusive  of  a  large  tract  of  land, 
of  $42:1,207.49;  and  for  that  large  sum  of  money, 
what  have  we?  Have  we  a  hospital  to  accommo- 
date a  thousand  patients?  No,  sir;  we  have  not 
accommodations  for  500  or  250.  We  have  for 
$420,270.40  accommodations  for  180  poor  sick  peo- 
ple. If  thai  is  not  extiavagance,  1  should  like  to 
know  what  is.  Now,  take  another  public  build- 
ing— our  Public  Library  on  ISovlston  sticc*,  includ- 
ing the  additions  made'  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  cost  of  that  building  was  $420,735.70,  and  it  is 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  this  city  of  Bos- 
ton, necessitating   an   appropriation   this   year,  I 

think,  of  something  like  S35, i,  to  add   a  wing  to 

that  building.  The  plans  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor,  which  it  was  intended   to  erect    upon  Deer 
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Island  a  few  years  aito,  contemplated  the  accom- 
modation of  some  500  paupers,  at  an  expense  of 
something  like  x2!io,ooo;  but  now  they  ask  for  an 
expenditure  of  more  than  double  that  sum,  but  the 
building;  will  not  accommodate  nearly  double 
that  number  of  paupers.  It  may  be  contended, 
and  undoubtedly  will,  that  it  will  i>e  wise   for   " 


city  of  Boston  to  make  this  appropriation  this 
year,  because  the  price  of  building  is  less  than  it 
has  been  for   several   years    past.    I  am  aware   of 


that,  but  1  believe  that  in  another  season  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  carpentering'  and  mason  work  as 
economically  as  we  can  now.  The  idea  I  have 
now  is  the  same  as  when  this  matter  first  came  be- 
fore the  Commii  tee  on  Public  Institutions.  I  believe 
that  the  only  wise  plan  is  to  have  the  same  compe- 
tition in  the  matter  of  plans  ami  speculations 
thatt!  ere  is  in  building  after  the  plans  are  com- 
pleted. 1  believe  that  by  taking  such  a  course  we 
ean  get  the  very  best  plans  that  talent  can 
bring.  Mv  idea  would  be  to  open  the  whole  mat- 
ter for  competition;  state  how  many  paupers  the 
city  wishes  to  provide  accommodations  for,  how 
many  male-,  females  and  children.— and  everthing 
connected  with  the  building  and  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  speut.  I  firmly  believe  that  if 
such  a  plan  were  adopted  and  the  cost  of  this 
almshouse  limited  to  §150,000  or  s200,000,  we 
should  be  able  to  get  a  building  well  suited  to  us 
in  every  particular.  I  have  noi  lung  to  say  against 
the  proposed  architect  of  this  building.  Every- 
body at  this  Hoard  knows  the  well-earned  reputa- 
tion of  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee,  and  the  work  he  has 
done  for  the  city ;  I  do  not  desire  to  detract  from 
that  reputation';  his  buildings  will  stand  long after 
he  is  gone  as  monuments  of  his  ability;  he  has 
served  the  city  faithfully  in  different  depart- 
ments. But  1  believe  this  whole  thing  is  based 
upon  the  most  extiavagaiit  ideas  in  regard  to  the 
kind  of  accommodations  that  we  need  for  our 
paupers.  Besides,  I  think  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of 
thought  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  consider 
whether  itis  expedient  to  erect  an  aim-house  on 
the  Austin  farm,  when  the  probable  decrease  in 
the  value  of  the  surrounding  property  will  prob- 
ably be  deteriorated  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  We  have  a  farm  in  Wmthrop  lying 
idle,  and  we  have  no  use  for  it.  1  am  not 
sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  situation  of  the 
land  to  'be  aole  to  say  that  that  will  be 
a  better  place  than  the  Austin  faun,  but  1  think 
we  should  get  a  locality  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  as 
isolated  as  possible,  with  all  conveniences  for 
reaching  it,  with  supplies;  but  one  not  in  a  densely 
populated  m  ighhorhood,  or  one  likely  to  be  thick- 
ly settled  within  a  few  years,  where  it  would  be 
the  means  of  deteriorating  property  in  that  vicin- 
ity. I  cannot  help  thinking,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
tliis  matter  is  one  which  deserves  the  most 
thoughtful  consideration  of  this  Board,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  investigate  the  subject  in  all  its  details, 
before  we  consent  to  so  large  an  expenditure  as 
has  been  called  for.  Gentlemen  may  as  well  under- 
stand that  this  appropriation  is  only  the  first  one 
called  for,  and  within  five  years'  time  the  number 
of  paupers  will  have  so  increased  that  the  Direc- 
tors of  Public  Institutions  will  feel  obliged  to 
come  to  this  Board  and  ask  for  further  accommo- 
dations, which  I  believe  will  necessitate  an  expen- 
diture oi  a  sum  that  will  make  the  cost  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  not  far  from  $800,000. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  suppose  that  the 
business  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  in  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  for  building  a  house  as  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  I  do  not  propose,  this  after- 
noon, to  discuss  the  undue  mi.  appropriations  of 
money  which  have  been  made  dining  the  la-t  ten 
years  for  public  buildings.  The  questions  before 
ii-  are  solely  1  hese  :  Have  we  proper  accommoda- 
tions, and  how  are  we  providing  for  the  poor  of 
this  city?  These  are  the  first  things  we  should 
look  into.  The  subject  of  Hie  poor  and  the  taking 
care  of  them  has  been  talked  of  for  the  last  ten 
vears.  I  have  the  report  of  the  Directors  of  the 
House  of  Correction  every  year  for  the  last  ten 
years,  and  every  year  they  have  called  attention 
to  the  need  of  an  increase  in  the  accommodations. 
In  the  report  of  1868  they  say— 

"In  the  House  of  Industry  at  Deer  Island,  the 
same  ditlieully  [the  demand  for  more  room]  is  ex- 
pi-i  ieneeil,  anil  beds  are  stationed  along  the  con- 
dors. The  almshouse,  under  the  same  roof,  has 
scarcely  room  for  its  inmates,  and  is  encroached 
upon  by  the  pressure  for  room  wanted  for  the 
house  of  Industry." 

That  was  in  1808.  Again  you  find  in  the  same 
report,  under  the  head  oJ  "Deer  Island,"  that  the 
institutions   there  are  "in  the  full  tide  of  success; 


there  has  been  freedom  from  sickness  of  anv  con- 
tagious nature,"  etc.,  and  "there  is  a  growing  ne- 
cessity for  a  new  almshouse  at  the  island."  The 
report  then  goes  on  to  point  out  that  additional 
facilities  are  peremtorily  needed  for  accommo- 
dating the  poor.  In  1870-71  the  subject  again 
conies  up  in  their  report : 

"An  imperative  necessity  exists  for  a  new  home 
for  the  adult  poor.  The  "City  Council  last  year 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  for  the  building  of  the  same; 
yet,  by  an  accidental  omission  in  the  bill  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council,  the  order  for  the 
construction  was  not  incorporated,  and  thus  no 
power  was  given  to  make  the  necessary  contracts; 
but  tne  crowding  of  the  House  of  Industry  upon 
the  almshouse  will  render  immediate  action  nec- 
essary. Ample  provisions  have  been  made  for 
our  minor  male  paupers." 

Again,  in  1871-72,  the  same  subject  comes  up: 

"The  overcrowding  of  the  House  of  Industry 
upon  the  other  departments  still  continues,  and 
must  do  so  until  provision  is  made  for  the  poor. 
Should  no  structure  be  erected  for  a  home,  it  is 
evident  that  some  method  must  be  adopted  to 
domicile  the  vast  number  who  strain  the  capacity 
of  the  institution  to  the  utmost." 

In  1872-3  thev  again  call  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject: 

"The  tran:  lei  of  the  adult  male  paupers  to  Rains- 
ford  Island  in  October  la-t  afforded  partial  relief 
to  the  overcrowded  House  of  Industry,  but  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  commitments  has 
already  filled  the  space  thus  obtained,  and  the 
Directors  are  satisfied  that  there  can  be  no  per- 
manent relief  until  the  entire  main  building  shall 
be  devoted  to  the  House  of  Industry.  This  is  not 
a  sudden  conviction,  but  has  been  for  a  long 
time  considered.  When  it  was  contemplated  to 
erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at  Deer  Island,  as  pro- 
posed, and  for  which  an  appropriation  was 
granted  three  years  ago,  it  was  then  suggested 
that  if  hereafter  it  should  be  decided  to  perma- 
nently locate  that  institution  elsewhere,  before  a 
site  could  be  selected  and  a  building  constructed, 
the  structure  then  asked  for  erected  at  Deer 
Island  would  be  required  for  the  female  prisoners 
of  the  House  of  Industry,  leaving  the  'dp  ire  main 
building  for  the  male  department  and  the  House 
of  Reformation.  The  number  of  commitments 
during  the  past  year  was  5070  against  2371  five 
vears  ago,  an  increase  of  140  per  cent.,  and  up- 
wards of  25  per  cent,  more  than  the  number  com- 
mitted the  previous  year.  The  average  number 
of  inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry  for  the  past 
year  was  054  against  30'.)  five  years  ago;  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  70  per  cent.,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  number  will  decrease. 
On  the  contrary,  the  annexation  of  territory  and 
the  increase  of'  population  will  cause  at  least  a 
corresponding  inciease  m  the  number  of  inmates 
of  these  institutions.  This  fact,  apparent  to  even 
a  casual  observer,  may  well  command  the  atten- 
tion and  immediate  action  of  the  City  Council. 
Should  the  number  of  adult  inmates  continue  to 
increase  in  the  same  ratio,  which  we  may  reason- 


Offenders.     This  project  also  lias  engaged  the 
rious  consideration  of  the  board  during  the  year.' 

Also  in  1873-4  they  remunerate  all  the  inconven- 
iences of  the  institutions  for  the  care  of  the  poor, 
and  speak  id'  the  increase  from  Charlestown,  and 
refer  to  the  remarks  of  previous  reports  upon  the 
same  subject,  adding  that  all  the  institutions 
are  tilled  to  repletion,  and  further  demands  for 
increased  facilities  must  be  expected. 

Mayor  Pierce,  in  his  inaugural  address,  said — 

"The  proposition  to  provide  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
apart  from  the  penal  and  reformatory  establish- 
ments, meets  my  hearty  approval.  Paupers  and 
criminals  should  not  be  brought  together  under 
the  same  roof,  or  on  the  same  plot  of  ground,  or 
placed  in  such  relations  to  each  other  that  by  any 
possibility  they  can  be  classed  together.  The 
present  system  is  discreditable,  and  should  not 
be  tolerated  beyond  the  time  absolutely  required 
to  make  different  provisions." 

Mayor  Cobb,  in  bis  inaugural  address  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  municipal  year,  said— 

"A  site  for  a  new  almshouse  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  last  City  Council,  I  trust  there  will 
be  no  delay  in  proceeding  to  erect  suitable  build- 
ings. That  the  unfortunate  poor  of  our  city 
should  be  provided  with  a  lifting  refuge,  without 
being  subjected  to  the  presence  and  contaminat- 
ing influences  of  the  vicious  and  the  degraded. 
has   been    settled    practically    by     the    votes   of 
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previous  Councils  and  by  public  opinion.  The 
means  for  building  this  new  institution  can  be 
furnished  from  unexpended  appropriations, 
namely,  the  remainder  of  the  loan  made  in  1871 
for  a  new  almshouse  at  Deer  Island,  amounting 
toSiso.OiO;  and  the  remainder  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  a  new  lunatic  ho-pital,  made  in  1867, 
amounting;  to  »103,000." 

In  the  report  of  the  directors  for  the  present 
year,  they  say— 

"In  the  last  annual  report  the  board  called  the 
attention  of  the  City  Council,  at  length  and  in  de- 
tail, to  the  great  and  pressing  necessity  of  en- 
larged accommodation  tor  the  rapidly  increasing 
population  <  f  these  institutions.  That  necessity 
exists  in  a  still  greater  degree  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  demand  for  a.lditional  room  is  even  more 
imperative  than  at  that  time." 

Under  an  order  passed  near  the  close  of  last 
year,  the  directors  have  submitted  plans,  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  for  a  "Home 
for  the  Poor,"  and  a  "Home  for  Neglected  Chil- 
dren," on  the  Austin  farm.  Of  Mr.  Bradlee's 
qualifications  for  the  work  which  he  has  per- 
formed, it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak.  He 
has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to 
the  subject  of  constructing  public  institutions. 
He  prepared  the  plan*  which  were  anproved  bvthe 
Citv  (  ouucil  of  1S70  for  the  almshouse  on  Deer 
Island.  Tne  general  features  of  the  plans  now 
before  the  Board  are  admirable.  The  com- 
mittee have  found,  however,  on  careful  examina- 
tion, that  certain  details,  a*  set  forth  in  the 
report,  can  lie  changed,  by  which  considerable  ex- 
pense will  be  saved  without  detriment  to  the  gen- 
eral plan.  Those  plans  you  have  before  you.  The 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  House  of  Industry  have 
been  considering  this  matter  for  years  ;  they  have 
made  it  a  study  for  the  last  five  years,  and  in  an- 
swer to  what  Alderman  Prescott  has  said.  I  will 
state  that  they  have  studied  it  with  a  view  to 
raking  the  expendituie    as  economical  as  poss" 


lor  proposals  we  should  have  had  to  rely  upon 
their  i  lans  and  experience,  and  certainly  they 
ought  to  know  if  any  one  does.  The  bull  ling  will 
aceointno  late  suO  persons.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  says  we  can  get  such  a  building  for 
tljfl.O'io  or  s- 200,000,  and  then  he  says  that  in  five 
year-  we  shall  have  three  times  as  many  paupers 
as  we  have  today.  That  increase  was  certainly 
expected  and  has  been  provided  for.  Y\  bile  we 
are  erecting  a  building  to  accommodate  800, 
the  plans  '  are  so  made  that  we  can  en- 
large it  at  anv  time  to  double  its  proposed  capaci- 
ty,—and  when  the  proper  time  comes  for  such  an 
enlargement,  I  hope  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
demand  it.  \Ve  are  not  going  to  neglect  the  poor. 
If  a  man  comes  into  City  Hall  and  says  he  cannot 
support  himself  and  wants  a  lodging,  we  shall 
give  it  to  him,  and  the  people  of  Boston  desire  us 
to  do  so,  and  I  hope  we  shall  continue  to  do  it. 
At  the  present  time  we  have  hardly  got  accom- 
modation-; for  the  poor.  When  the  committee 
visited  the  institutions  last  winter,  they  found 
nearly  everv  place  full  at  the  House  of  Industry, 
and  t'wentv'or  vhiitv  beds  in  the  attics,  but  three 
or  three  and  a  half 'feet  high,  at  Rain-lord  Island. 
Is  that  the  way  the  city  of  Boston  should  treat  its 
poor?  Does  it  speak  well  for  us  that  we  place 
men  in  attics  where  they  cannot  sleep  ?  I  think 
the  people  of  Boston  will  say  no.  I 
think  we  should  go  forward  and  provide 
accommodations  for  the  poor  of  the  city. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  given 
the  number  of  paupers  that  we  have  now,  instead 
of  the  number  last  winter.  It  is  very  easy  to  pro- 
vide accommodations  in  the  summer. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  poor  in  this  city 
who  suffer  eveiv  winter  and  spring  with  cold  and 
hunger,  they  are  unable  to  work  and  depend 
wholly  on  charity.  They  are  a  class  who  have  the 
greatest  claim  on  the  city  for  support,  hav- 
ing in  years  past  supported  themselves,  done 
something  for  their  friends  and  the  city ;  they 
will  not  go  to  Deer  Island,  they  would  die  first. 

I  know  one  gentleman  who  has  had  eight  of 
those  persons  on  his  pension  list  for  the  last  ten 
years,  to  each  of  whom  he  has  given  .$2  a  month. 
One  of  them  is  an  elderly  woman  who  furnished 
three  sons  to  fill  Boston's  quota  in  the  Union 
Ancy,  all  of  whom  have  died,  since  the  war 
closed,  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army;  but 
this  fact  cannot  be  proved  (in  the  way  the  Gov- 
ernment requires  it  to  be  done),  and  therefore  she 
cannot  get  a  pension. 

Last  year  there  were  500  paupers  in  the  institu- 


tions at  one  time  and  places  had  to  be  provided 
for  them.  The  gentleman  says  we  are  going  to 
have  an  increase  and  should  provide  for  it.  In 
preparing  this  building  we  have  prepared  for  an 
lDciease  for  several  years.  The  change  that  was 
made  in  the  law  by  the  last  Legislature  was  a 
cruel  one  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  will  read  the 
law: 

"Section  1.  Any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this 
State  for  five  years  together,  and  pays  all  State, 
county,  city  or  town  taxes  duly  assessed  on  his 
poll  or  estate  for  any  three  year*  within  that  time, 
shall  thereby  gain  a' settlement  in  such  place. 

Sect.  2.  Any  woman  at  the  age  of  t.venty-one 
years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  'State 
for  five  years-  together,  without  receiving  relief  as 
a  pauper,  shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
place.  The  first  section  of  the  three  hundred  and 
ninety-second  chapter  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  bun- 
dled and  seventy  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.  No  existing  settlement  shall  be  changed 
by  any  provision  of  this  act,  unless  the  entile  res- 
idence and  taxation  herein  required  shall  have  ac- 
crued after  its  passage  ;  but  any  unsettled  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  upon 
the  completion  of  the  residence  and  taxation 
herein  required,  though  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
same  accrues  before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

ct.  i.    The  provisions    of  this  act  shall    not 


an  inmate  of  either  of  the  State  lunatic 
ho-pitals,  the  asylum  for  insane  and  the  State 
Alui-hon-e  at  Tewksbury  the  State  workhorse,  or 
the  State  primary  -eliool,  until  such  nerson 
shall  have  been  duly  discharged  from  said'  insti- 
tution." 

It  will  be  seen  that  every  person  who  comes 
into  the  city  of  Boston,  who  remains  here  five 
years  and  pays  taxes  three  years,  will  gain  a 
residence  for  himself  and  his  family,  if  he 
has  one,  and  he  can  become  a  charge  upon  the 
city.  Now  it  is  ten  years'  residence  and  five  years' 
taxes,  and  women  cannot  gain  a  residence  under 
any  circumstances.  This  law  alters  that,  and  any 
woman  can  gain  a  resilience.  Now,  see  the  effect 
of  it.  A  man  comes  here  and  brings  a  wife  and 
four  children  and  pays  no  taxes  :  they  remain  five 
years  and  become  residents  without  paying  taxes; 
they  may  become  paupers;  he  must 'be  sent  to 
Tewksbnry,  but  she  has  been  here  five  years  and 
she  and  all  her  children  have  gained  a  residence 
in  the  city,  and  there  would  be  an  increase  of  six 
from  one'f ami! y.  Another  thing;  we  have  in  the 
City  Ho-pital  a  large  number  of  patients;  they  are 
there  now  at  the  State's  expense.  Let  the 
hospital  discbarge  them  and  let  them  remain 
here  one  month,  and.  under  the  la*t  clause  of  this 
law,  we  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  them ;  we  are 
obliged  to  send  them  to  the  hospital  or  to  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  So  you  see  that  in  the  first 
two  or  three  years  the  number  of  poor  will  be 
doubled.  The  increase  has  been  one-sixth  al- 
ready. Old  ladies,  who  have  been  State  paupers, 
will  come  in  after  having  been  here  five  years. 
and  the  increase  will  be  much  faster  because 
women  can  now  obtain  a  settlement  in  Boston; 
whereas  before,  they  never  could.  So  you  see  the 
increase  will  be  very  large  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
All  tnese  things  you  have  got  to  provide  for  in 
the  future.  Vv  e  have  in  this  proposed  building 
provided  sufficient  accommodations  for  some 
years.  In  regard  to  the  portion  for  children,  a 
portion  of  that  institution  at  the  island  can  have 
anL  put  on  the  side  devoted  to  women,  thatcan  be 
used  for  children  for  the  next  wo,  three  or  five 
years.  I  admit  that  it  will  be  as  well  for  them  to 
remain  at  Deer  Island  for  the  present,  but  they 
undoubtedly  will  come  under  the  charge  of  the 
Home  for  the  Poor.  They  should  not  be  sent  to 
the  penal  institutions,  and  that  is  one  thing  this 
Board  should  look  at.  The  subject  of  providing 
accommodations  for  the  poor  of  this  city,  apart 
from  the  penal  and  reformatory  institutions,  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  City  Government  re- 
peate  Uy  during  the  past  ten  years.  In  1870  an  ap- 
propriation of  s22.->,oou  was  made  to  erect  a  new 
almshouse  at  Deer  Island;  but.  through  an  over- 
sight in  reporting  the  orders  from  the'  Committee 
on  Finance,  the  Board  of  Directors  were 
not  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
When  the  Government  of  the  following  year 
came  to  consider  the  question  of  giving 
the  necessary  authority  to  the  directors,  numer- 
our  remonstrances  were  received  against  the  pro- 
post  d  location  The  necessity  of  erecting  anew 
building  was  recognized  by  every  one;  the  delay 
has  been    occasioned  wholly    by  the  difference  of 
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opinion  in  regard  to  location.  The  Government 
of  1871,  wisely  refused  to  provide  the  additional 
accommodations  required  in  connection  with  the 
penal  and  reformatory  establishments  on  the 
island.  While  the  subject  of  a  location 
on  the  main  land  was'  under  consideration, 
temporary  relict  from  the  overcrowded  condition 
of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island  was  afforded  by 
the  removal  of  the  male  paupers  to  Kainsford 
Island.  In  the  report  of  the  directors  last  year  it 
was  stated  that  '-the  transfer  of  the  adult  male 
paupers  to  Kainsford  Island,  in  October,  [1872], 
afforded  partial  relief  to  the  overcrowded  House 
of  Industry,  but  the  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  commitments  has  already  rilled  the  space  thus 
obtained;  and  the  directors  are  satisfied  that 
there  cau  be  no  permanent  relief  until  the  entire 
main  building  is  devoted  to  the  House  of  Indus- 
try. This  is  not  a  sudden  conviction,  but  has  been 
for  a  long  time  considered." 

We  are  now  sending  the  poor  to  the  penal  insti- 
tutions, giving  them  the  same  treatment  as  crimi- 
nals. That  should  be  changed.  It  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  City  of  Huston  that  we  should  send  our  poor 
to  a  penal  island.  Different  City  Governments 
have  considered  this  subject,  and  last  year  it  was 
decided  to  buy  tin.' Austin  farm  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor.  I  think  it  is  now  too  late  for  us  to  go 
back  ami  consider  that  we  might  have  taken  a  hill 
in  Chelsea,  or  this  place,  or  that,  or  gone  to  Long 
Island.  We  own  this  lot;  it  is  splen- 
didly located  for  the  purpose;  it  is  suffi- 
ciently remote  from  thicklv  settled  neighbor- 
hood, so  that  it  will  not  injure  property  in  that 
vicinity.  On  the  contrary  men  who  live  there 
think  it  will  he  an  advantage   to   them.    One  man 


who  owns  a  large  amount  of  property  there  stated 
only  this  day  that  property  will  be' increased  by 
this  institution  going  there.     I  believe  that  will  be 


the  feeling  of  all.  It  will  provide  conveniences 
for  those  who  wish  to  get  out  there  to  see  their 
friends;  where  money  is  spent  it  induces  others 
to  go  in  and  spend  mone\  ;  it  will  cause  the  laying 
of  a  horse  railroad  to  provide  conveyances  for 
those  who  wish  to  go  there.  A  great  many  will 
wish  to  go  there  and  see  their  friends  whoni  they 
cannot  support.  We  should  have  a  place  where 
they  can  go  at  any  time,  and  we  have  provided  it 
here.  I  expect  within  the  next  live  years  to  see  a 
horse  railroad  there,  and  a  branch  of  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  from  near  Natick,  the  route 
for  which  has  already  been  surveyed.  I  believe 
that  whole  territory  is  going  to  be  brought  for- 
ward and  made  doubly  valuable  compared 
with  what  it  is  now.  We  certainly  have 
made  great  progress ;  we  have  got  the 
plans  down  to  the  lowest  possible  notch,  under  as 
able  an  architect  as  the  city  can  produce.  He  has 
considered  the  subject  well  and  has  reported  the 
lowest  price.  But  what  does  he  say  to  the  com- 
mittee? "If  you  can  go  on  and  get  that  started 
this  year,  I  think  you  can  save  from  S50,(iuo  to 
soo.iinn  by  giving  out  the  contracts  now."  He  says 
the  bids  for  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Danvers  are 
coming  in  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  he  antici- 
pated, and  the  same  causes  will  work  in  regard  to 
this  building.  It  will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  if  we 
go  on,  and  we  shall  also  keep  a  large  number  of 
men  in  this  city  from  coming  to  want  if  we  put 
them  to  work.  Let  us  provide  them  with  work  by 
commencing  what  the  city  should  have  done 
many  years  ago,  for  the  present  Home  for  the 
Poor  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  today. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  a  very  important  mat- 
ter, and  I  suppose  that  every  member  will  have 
something  to  say  upon  it.  Although  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  delaying  it  for  the  reasons  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  !).  I  think  it  should  be  fully 
discussed.  I  believe  it  is  a.  disgrace  to  this  Gov- 
ernment of  Boston  that,  in  this  Athens  of 
America,  our  public  institutions  for  the  poor 
should  be  carried  on  in  the  way  they  are.  It  is  a 
disgrace    to   humanity  to   confine    people,  for  no 


prostitutes.  It  is  the  ruin  of  every  one  vho 
is  put  there  in  childhood.  Time  cannot  wipe  out 
the  disgrace  that  is  put  upon  one  by  having  been 
at  Deer  Island.  The  very  name  is  significant  of 
crime.  I  do  not  propose  to  delay  this  matter,  but 
I  think  that  members  should  'have  time  to  look 
into  it,  and  therefore  move  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed for  Monday  next  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Preseott— I  hope  that  motion  will  be 
adopted  and  that  members  will,  meanwhile,  take 
the  opportunity  to  look  into  this  matter,  j  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Board  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  fiom  the  Highland  Dis- 


trict while  they  are  fresh  in  our  minds.  In  regard 
to  the  necessity  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  I  do  not 
deny  it.  It  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  erection  of 
a  proper  building  for  its  paupers,  and  I  fully  sym- 

Sathize  with  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland 
'istrict  in  what  he  has  said  in  regard  to  the  poor 
and  what  we  should  provide  for  them.  He  says 
we  must  provide  lor  those  who  a  re  hungry  and  want 
lodgings.  Now,  this  Home  for  the  Poor  is  not  for 
that  el  -ss.  We  have  our  police  stations,  and  our 
Charity  Bureau  in  Chardon  street  for  them,  and 
they  would  not  come  under  the  class  who  would 
be  provided  for  in  the  Home  for  the  Poor.  The 
Alderman  also  makes  statements  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  are  very  inconsistent  with  one  another.  He 
claims  that  this  building  would  be  sufficient  to 
accommodate  the  poor  of  this  city  for  the  next 
ten  years,  and  then  in  the  next  breath  he  told  us 
that  the  number  of  pauper:;  last  winter  was  500, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  change  in  the  law  the 
number  of  paupers  would  lie  increased  twice  or 
three  times,  and  that  ibis  building  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  accommodate  them. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  said  1  hoped  it  would 
accommodate  them  for  ten  years,  and  that  the 
paupers  would  be  increased  within  two  or  three 
years  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  law. 

Alderman  Preseott— And  it  was  on  account  of 
this  thing  that  I  thought  it  worse  to  strike  out  the 
building  for  children.  It  was  from  the  fear  that 
an  order  for  S5r>0,00n,  the  amount  originally  called 
for,  could  not  be  secured.  The  Alderman  states 
that  the  money  is  appropriated,  and  we 
shall  not  have  to  borrow  it.  It  is  money 
we  have  to  spend  out  of  the  city  treas- 
ury just  as  much  as  if  we  had  to  borrow  it. 
He  also  states  how  economical  this  Hoard  of  Di- 
rectors have  been.  Tins  same  Hoard  of  Directors 
asked  for  an  appropriation  of  S22.0()0  for  a  piggivy 
at  Deer  Island.  That  maybe  economical,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  good  to  ask  that  amount 
for  a  piggery.  The  City  Council  did  not  give  it.  The 
city  of  Boston  has  adopted  the  system  of  competi- 
tion in  procuring  plans  for  the  English  High 
School  Building  and  1  believe  the  amount  spent 
to  secure  them  has  obtained  the  result  of  brain 
work  by  architects  that  will  in  the  future  be  worth 
fifty  or" a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  city.  I 
believe  if  this  matter  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
architects  we  should,  for  a    small    sum  of  money, 

fet  plans  by  which  a  vast  saving  could  be  made, 
believe  that  is  the  only  safe  course  for  the  State 
or  city  t»  pursue  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  pub 
lie  buildings  of  this  magnitude. 

Further  consideration  of  the  report  and  orders 
was  especially  assigned,  on  the  motion  of  Alder- 
man Power,  to  Monday  next,  at  five  o'clock. 

HOUSES  OF  DETENTION. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  (City  Doc. 
No.  71)  from  the  special  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the 
prisons  and  houses  of  detention  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk. 

The  report  was  placed  on  file. 

BEPOBTS  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions:  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
for  leave  to  lav  down  an  additional  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  from  Essex  street  to  Tei-.ple  place; 
Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  a  location  on  Colum- 
bus avenue,  from  Berkeley  stieet  to  Park  square; 
and  Hugh  Nairn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  Warren  street  and  Walnut  avenue.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on 
Prentiss  stieet,  between  Tremont  and  Parker 
streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Hoard  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  Tliattlie  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Longwood  avenue,  from  Par- 
ker stieet  to  Hrookline  avenue,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  crossings  on  Hrookline  ave- 
nue between  Longwood  avenue  and  Francis 
street,  and  on  Francis  street  from  Longwood  ave- 
nue toBinney  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Hoard  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent 'Of  Streets  be 
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directed  to  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Brookline 
avenue  between  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
and  Maple  avenue,  and  to  build  fences  on  said 
avenue  where  required  for  public  safety.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $12,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Parker  street  between  Heath 
and  Centre  streets,  and  on  Heath,  Albert  and 
Bromley  r  treets,  and  Bromley  park,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superiiit'  ndent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Medford  street, 
C  harlcstowu,  from  45«  to  404  inclusive,  and  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Order  to  pay  Alfred  Lin" ham  §500,  for  grade 
damages  at  275  Buggies  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  William  Norton  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  act  as  Supe.iu- 
tendent  of  North  Harvard— fieet  Bridge,  Western- 
avenue  Bridge  ami  Cambridge-.- fleet  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police- 
Ordered,  That,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation 
heretofore  made  for  furnishing  police  stations 
numbered  12, 13  and  14,  the  Committee  on  Police 
be  authorized  to  expend  a  further  sum  notexceed- 
ing  two  hundred  ami  tiLy  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes— Reports  as  follows: 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Second-band  Articles 
Granted  —  Frank  Coughlin,  135  Endicott  street; 
James  Dillon,  272  Federal  street;  Hugh  J. 
Gormley,  64  Prince  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Asa  Robbins,  Dor- 
chester express;  W.  H.  Abbott  and  ten  others 
(transfers);  William  Carey,  corner  Tremont  and 
Station  streets;  S.  B.  Prescott,  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  Depot;  James  McShane,  134  Merrimac 
street. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted  —  Alfred  S. 
Wright,  4!i  Merrimac  street. 

Victualleis'  Licenses  Granted— D.  C.Watson,  GS5 
Washington  street;  William  E.  Connor,  543  Han- 
over street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— James  Walker, 
National  House,  Chariest-own. 

Victualh  is'  Licenses  R<  fused— I >  J.  H.Camp, 133 
Main  street;  Adam  Heeb,  10G  Merrimac  street; 
Gottlieb  Rothfuss,  1351  Tremont  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Refused— Alexander  Bou- 
drom,  248  North  street;  James  Scanlan,  8  Gouch 
and  5!)V»  Green  streets. 

Billiard  License  Granted—  E.  L.  Goodrich,  1525y2 
Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted  —  Seven  news- 
boys. 

Ainuseni'  nt  Licenses  Granted— P.  T.  Barnum, 
to  ring  a  chime  of  bells  f  i  om  a  wagon  in  the  pub- 
lic streets  and  squares;  Rich  &  Stetson,  Howard 
Athenaeum. 

Application  for  Hack  License:-  Ret  used— M.  L. 
Quihiby  and  Thomas  H.  Ross,  Bovvdoin  street  near 
Cambridge. 

Hack  Licen-os  Granted— John  Murray,  Forest 
Hills  Station,  Ward  17;  six  transfers. 

License  to  keep  Intelligence  Office  Granted— J. 
A.  Dablein,  18  La  Grange  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  liigi  low  ,  for  the  some  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
James  King,  a  minor,  to  sell  papers,  be  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  on 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Recommending  the  granting  of  fictitious  of  John 
L.  Wiley,  rear  of  183  Medford  street ;  Michael 
Joyce.  Franklin  court,  Ward  10;  P.  P.  Boynton, 
North  Harvard  street,  Ward  IP:  and  Clark  15. 
Wood,  Charles  street,  corner  of  Leverett  street  ■ 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
James  Hale,  Custom  House  street,  No.  14,  at  his 
own  request.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings, who  were  ordered  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  of  fitting  up  the'old 
Washington  Schoolliousc  to  ac<  oinniodate  the 
Municipal  Court,  Highland  District— Report  that 
they  have  examined  the  premises  and  find  that 


with  some  changes  and  alterations  the  second 
floor  of  the  building  will  furnish  all  the  accommo- 
dations required.  They  estimate  the  cost  of  alter- 
ing and  fitting  up  this  floor  of  the  building  as  pro- 
posed at  $2500,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  second  story  of  the 
old  Washington  Schoolliousc  building  to  accom- 
modate the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2500;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  public  of- 
ficers be  located  as  follows:  The  Hoard  id'  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  in  the  basement  and  first 
story  of  the  building  numbered  30,  Pemberton 
square;  the  Registrars  of  Voters  in  the  second 
story  of  the  building  30  Pemberton  square;  the 
Inspector  of  Milk  in  the  third  story,  rear  room,  of 
the  budding  30  Pemberton  square  ;  "Truant  ( ifticers 
in  the  third" story,  front  room,  of  the  building  30 
Pemberton  square;  Sealers  of  Weights  and  .Meas- 
ures in  the  room  in  Court  House  vac  atecl  l;v  the  Tru- 
ant Officers;  the  Board  of  Health  and  Health  De- 
partment in  the  rooms  in  City  Hall  vacated  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions;  the 
Board  of  Assessors  the  rooms  vacated  by  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Health  Department,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  already  occiii  led  by  them;  the  De- 
partmejt  for  Survey  and  inspection  of  liuildings 
to  occupy  the  room  vacated  by  the  Sealers  of 
Weights  and  Measuies,  in  addition  to  the  room 
occupied  by  them. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  alterations  as 
are  necessary  in  the  third  story  of  the  old  Wash- 
ington Schoolhouse  to  accommodate  a  branch 
office  of  the  City  Surveyor ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Undoings. 

Ordered,  That  the  (  ommiuee  on  Public  Build- 
ings lie  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the  old  City 
Stables.  Highlands,  there  being  no  further  use  for 
the  same  ;  the  pi  oceecls  of  said  sale  to  be  paid  the 
City  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  schoolhouse 
on  land  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on  Roxburv 
and  King  streets.  Ward  15,  Cumins  District,  from 
plans  approved  by  tne  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, at  an  estimated  cost  of  S50.000;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already 
provided  for  the  erection  of  a  primary  School- 
house,  Cottage  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  and 
changes  in  the  heating  apparatus  as  may  be  re- 
quired in  the  City  Hall  building;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Alderman  Emery  asked  that  the  several  orders 
take  their  second  reading.  It  was  important  that 
they  should  go  to  the  Council  in  case  the  Mayor 
should  conclude  to  call  a  special  meeting.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  he  would  not  ask  it. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  clean  and  paint  the  Public 
Library  building,  at,  an  estimated  cost  not  exceed- 
ing Sli), );  to  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  for 

Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  it  would  cost  $10,000 
to  clean  and  paint  the  library  building. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  it  would  not;  this 
was  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  but 
he  thought  the  actual  cost  would  be  far  below 
that  amount. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  spent  §40,000  on  that 
building  two  years  ago,  and  an  appropriatian  of 
$10,000  for  cleaning  and  painting  if  was  exorbi- 
tant. 

Alderman  Peters  suggested  that  all  such  orders 
ought  to  lie  over  one  week  ;  members  often  have 
to  vote  on  such  orders  without  knowing  anything 
about  them. 

Alderman  Emery  had  no  objection  to  the  order 
lying  over  if  members  thought  they  could  get  any 
more  information  than  what  the  committee  could 
give.  There  was  one  other  committee  which  fre- 
quently bi ought  orders  in  for  the  expenditure  of 
large  amounts  which  no  one  but  themselves  knew 
anything  about.     He  regretted  exceedingly  to  ask 
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that  the  orders  be  passed  today,  but  he  did  not 
want  such  important  matters  kept  back  unneces- 
sarily. 

Alderman  Peters  said  that  if  the  last  speaker 
allowed  orders  to  be  passed  without  knowing 
anything  about  them  he  did  not  do  his  duty.  He 
wished  to  vote  unilerstandiiigly,  which  he  could 
not  do  unless  the  explanations  were  more  lucid 
than  they  sometimes  are. 

Alderman  Emery  replied  that  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton were  justly  pioud  of  the  Public  Library  build- 
ing, and  wanted  it  kept  in  good  repair.  At  the 
present  rate  of  material*  and  labor,  this  work  can 
be  done  cheaper  than  if  delayed  some  months. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  in- 
quire into  these  expenditure-,  and  did  not  wish  to 
he  reprimanded  for  doing  so.  He  thought  $10,000 
excessive  for  painting  and  cleaning  this  build- 
ing. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  appropriation 
very  large  at  first,  but  after  the  explanation  did 
not  object  to  the  second  leading  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  tin-  expenditure  was 
provided  for  four  months  ago.  and  he  had  been 
expecting  it  every  week,  ff  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  li  had  not  read  the  Auditor's  estimates  he 
had  not  done  his  duty.  It  was  there  in  black  and 
white,  and  had  been  "there  four  months. 

Alderman  Cutter  still  thought  slii.uun  for  paint- 
ing and  cleaning  excessive.  He  called  for  the 
yea <  at  d  nays. 

Alderman  Worthingtcn  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters  understood  this  was  for  the 
repairs  for  the  whole  year,  and  by  the  order  they 
were  to  give  the  committee  authority  to  spend  the 
whole  amount  at  once. 

Alderman  Hall  would  vote  for  the  order  with 
pleasure,  as  he  had  implicit  confidence  in  the 
committee,  and  to  lay  it  over  after  the  explanation 
would  imply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  commit- 
ter The  committee  would  not  spend  a  dollar 
more  than  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  postpone  the  order 
to  half-past  four  o'clock  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Hall  believed  that  unnecessary,  for 
members  would  know  no  more  about  it  then  than 
they  do  now. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8: 
Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters,  Worth- 
ington— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 8. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  s.  nays  4— the  mem- 
bers voting  precisely  opposite  from  wdiat  they  did 
before. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  abatement  of  assessments  of  better- 
ment on  estates  of  Stephen  Hill,  Lincoln  street, 
"Ward  19,  and  Dodavah  Scatos  rl  nl.,  Market  street 
and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  "Ward  19,  in  1873— the 
assessments,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
being  fair  and  equitable  ones  for  the  petitioners 
to  pay.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  of  Sylvester  Bowman  and  S. 
E.  Decker,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  for  grade 
damages  on  Lincoln  street  in  Brighton;  that  suffi- 
cient awards  have,  in  their  opinion,  been  made 
the  petitioners  for  their  land,  which  now  awaits 
their  acceptance,  and  that  upon  the  question  of 
grade  damages  the  petitions  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  Reports  were  accepted 
and  the  reference  ordered. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 
By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee- 
Order  giving  notice  to  Supply  C.  Thwing  and 
all  others  interested  to  remove  by  the  3d  of  Au- 
gust all  obstruction-  |. injecting  over  the  lines  of 
Washington  str ■  er  as  established  by  an  order 
of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  July  9,  1874. 
Passed. 

Order  giving  notice  to  T.  J.  Dunbar,  Charles  F. 
Bradford,  Frederick  Guild.  S.  Rowland  Hart, 
Simpson  C.  Bixby,  Metropolitan  Railroad  and  all 
others  interested,  to  remove,  by  Sept.  1,  next, 
all  obstructions  from  the  line  of  Shawmut  avenue 
as  established  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers on  April  20th,  1874.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Graham  Hall,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Scott,  and  all  others  intere-ted,  to  remove, bv  the 
first  day  of  September,  all  nb-t  icet  ion  ,    lioiii    the 

line  of  Washington  street,  as   established   by   an 

order  of  the  Street  Comni  i-.-ioneis,  passed  July   9, 
1874.    Passed. 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages   as  follows: 


Clark  B.  Wood,  $16,000,  widening  of  Leverett 
street;  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee,  31285,  widening  of 
Lincoln  street;  Graham  Hall,  $5991.50,  widening 
of  "Washington  street.     Severally  read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  A.  N.  Whiting,  J.  P.  Healv  and 
J.  Franklin  Fuller,  executors  and  tru.-tees  under 
the  will  of  Nathaniel  Whiting,  for  Fort  Hill  dam- 
ages, as  follows:  Grading  Hamilton  street, 
SC.3K7.5n;  grading  Washington  square,  $9198, 
S4s.il. r,ii,  $5748.75;  grading  Purchase  street, 
S574K.75;  widening  and  grading  Sturgis  street, 
$11,202.45;  being  the  awards  of  the  city,  with  in- 
ay  all 

in  1872  by  the 
also  orders  rescinding  or- 
ders passed  uec.  14, 1809,  to  pay  said  awards. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  these 
orders  were  the  last  for  the  Fort  Hill  Improve- 
ment; the  sums  were  awarded  in  18(59  by  the 
Street  Commissioners,  but  Mr.  'Whiting  for"  some 
reason  refused  to  execute  the  deed.  Since  then 
he  has  died,  and  the  trustees  of  his  estate  have 
come  forward  and  agreed  to  take  the  award.  He 
asked  that  they  might  take  their  second   leading. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Hannah  M.  Richardson  $8(51.05, 
being  for  additional  damages  occasioned  the  estate 
of  the  heirs  of  Josiah  Richardson  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Warren  street. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  this  was 
a  peculiar  case;  it  had  been  impossible  to  settle 
before  this,  and  the  lady  was  veiy  much  in  need 
of  the  money. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee,  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  sell  by  public 
auction  the  old  greenhouse  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den, the  materials  to  be  removed  forthwith  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  build  ;■  new  gieenhouse  there. 

Alderman  Bu.elovv  replied  that  it  was  not;  the 
old  one  is  empty,  dilapidated,  vacant,  and  of  no 
use. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  representing  that  they  have  received 
proposals  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  curbstone 
and  steps  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Tremont- 
street  mall,  between  Boylston  street  and  Park 
street,  the  amount  of  the  lowest  bid  being  es- 
timated at  $1 1. 983.:(0.  The  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation made  by  the  City  Council  is  $10,000.  The 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public.  Grounds  he  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  contract  with  Johnson  r£  Richmond,  the  lowest 
bidders,  for  furnishing  and  setting  a.  granite  curb 
and  steps  on  the  Treinont  street  side  of  Boston 
Common,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  their 
proposal,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1874;  the  expen-e.  e-tiniatcd  at  $11,983.31),  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds.' 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  and 
order  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. Subsequently  he  moved  to  reconsider 
that  vote,  with  a.  view  of  amending  that  motion 
so  that  the  committee  might  report  to  either 
branch. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  it  \va"  intended  to  put 
the  curbstone  exactly  on  the  present  line  or  move 
it  back  :  o  that  Trcmont  street  might   he  widened. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon have  nothing  to  do  with  widening  streets, 
but  it,  is  proposed  to  set,  this  on  the  same  line. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  was  positively  opposed 
to  spending  money  for  that  curbstone  until  Tre- 
mont  street  can  he  w  idened. 

Alderman  Power  said   there  hail    been   general 

sideiei'l  a   public  demand.       '  I'here"  vv  a-'    plelily    of 


with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

By  Alderman  Hall  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps — 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount,  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  repair 
shop  and  stable  for  the  use  of  the  Lamp  Depai  I, 
ment,  a  further  sum   of   $100    is    hereby   appro- 
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priated  to  defray  the  cost  of  a  plan  and  specifica- 
tions for  the  same ;  also  that  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  purchase  such  horses,  wagons,  har- 
nesses and  tools  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  this  department ;  the  cost  of  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps.    « 

Alderman  Harris  thought  they  ought  to  have 
some  idea  of  the  expenditure  contemplated. 

Alderman  Hall  said  that  besides  $100  for  the 
plans  they  were  to  spend  only  so  much  as  was 
necessary.  They  need  not  have  come  to  the 
Board  for  leave,  as  they  could  spend  §500  for  any 
one  object,  but  they  thought  it  best  not  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Peiers  said  the  whole  amount  could 
not  be  ascertained,  so  they  had  to  ask  „o  be  trust- 
ed this  time. 

Alderman  Power  thought  some  amount  ought 
to  be  specified. 

Alderman  Hall  said  the  order  was  drawn  by  the 
City  Auditor;  it  was  impossible  to  give  all  the  de- 
tails. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"the  whole  expense  not  to  exceed  §3500." 

Alderman  Hall  said  there  was  no  hurry  about 
the  order,  and  is  could  lie  over  if  members  wished 
to  look  into  it. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Armories — Reports  leconiincndiiig  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  Company  B  and  Compa- 
ny E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  re- 
spectively, to  be  provided  with  uew  armories. 
t-eveiallv  accepted. 

By  Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Committees 
on  Health  and  Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  f rom  the 
Board  of  Health  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  urinals  in  different  section-  of  the  city— Report 
that,  having  conferred  with  Dr.  Durgin  upon  the 
subject,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
coiiij i ii nying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  lie  author- 
ized to  establish  urinals  in  ihe  following-named 
streets  and  ways  of  the  city:  One  in  Hay  market 
square;  two  or  more  in  North  Market  street,  north 
of  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market;  one  on  Tiemorrt 
street,  at  some  point  between  Park-street  Church 
and  Tremont  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  request- 
ed to  obtain  the  necessary  an: horny,  and  to  estab- 
lish one  additional  urinal  for  males  on  the  Com- 
mon ;  also  one  for  females  near  the  entrance  op- 
posite West  street;  also  one  for  males  on  the  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  on  the  lava  beds  near  Atlantic 
avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
urinal  in  Scollay's  square,  on"  the  spot  formerly 
occupied  by  Scollay  s  Building,  and  also  in  the 
vieii.ity  oi  Boyl-ion'Market. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  if  they  intended  to  locate 
a  urinal  on  Tremont  street,  between  Park  street 
and  the  Tremont  House. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  matter  is  to 
be  considered. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
relating  to  a  urinal  at  that  point  from  the  first 
order,  and  to  amend  the  third  order  by  inserting 
tho--e  words. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  e.-iabli-hing  the  salary  of  the 
officer  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  Dorchester  Di-trict  at  the 
rate  of  £85  ]jer  month— Report  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the 
o:der  passed. 


By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 


park,  and  in  Harrison  avenue  between  Perry  and 
Bristol  streets,  and  to  report  schedules  of  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  this  Board.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Ssiii.to  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  W.  Eliot  Woodward  for  a  sewer  in  Dud- 
ley street,  in  consideration  of  deed  of  right  of  way 
for  said  sewer  as  per  agreement;  also  abate  $13.01 
from  Bridget  Met  a  \\  ley  for  sewer  in  Bolton  street; 
also  abate  $50  from  Lucinda  Dodge  for  a  sewer  in 
Dorchester  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  in  Oneida  >tre*et  and  in  a  pas- 
sageway west  of  Albany  street,  between  Newton 
and  Stoughton  streets',  and  of  assessing  the  ex- 
pense thereof  on  all  persons  who  enter  their  drains 
into  or  are  benefited  by  said  sewers.  Severally 
passed. 

WOODEN    PAVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  order  to  pave  Gold  ami  Silver  streets 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks  was  rejected,  and 
moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  the  object  of  the 
motion,  Alderman  Power  thought  members  de- 
sired information  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed 
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Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  the  recent  semi-annual  report  of 
the  City  Solicitor  was  laid  on  the  table  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  His  reason  was  that  only 
a  few  persons  need  it  and  it  is  always  in  City  Hall. 
The  cost  is  8210.  and  tint  amount  might  as  well  be 
saved  in  these  time-  of  high  taxation. 

Alderman  Peters  saiil  the  subject  had  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  they  had 
reported  that  the  printing  ought  not  to  be*  dis- 
pensed with.  That  report  had  been  recommitted, 
but  his  attention  had  not  since  been  called  to  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  the  printing 
unnecessary ;  if  it  were  the  annual  report  he  would 
not  object. 

Alderman  Hall  thought  the  report  should  be 
printed,  that  members  might  see  the  number  of 
cases  in  the  courts  and  the  cost  to  the  city  there- 
by;  then  they  could  learn  whether  the  Committee 
on  Claims  were  doing  their  duty  by  allowing  so 
many  cases  to  go  to  the  courts. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
nrevail  and  that  members  would  learn  how  hard 
they  are  working  the  Law  Department ;  no  city  in 
the  country  is  running  such  a  department  with  so 
few  men  as  this. 

Alderman  Brooks  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  reconsideration  was  refused— yeas  4,  navs 
7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Harris,  Stebbins,  Wor- 
thing! on — 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Prescott— 7. 

THE  VACATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  on  Monday  next,  it  be  to  Monday, 
Aug.  17. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the 
time  was  changed  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  18,  at  the 
usual  hour,  and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON      CO  IT  NC  I  L  , 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY   31,    1874. 


Special  meeting  calli'il  hv  the  Mayor  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepa'rd,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

Tbe  following  was  received,  read,  and  placed  on 
file: 

,  July  30, 1874. 


necessary  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  your  branch 
of  the  City  Government.  Friday,  the  31st  hist.,  at 
three  o'clock  P.  M.,  that  the  members  may  act  upon 
the  orders  and  ether  matters  of  importance  which 
will  come  properly  before  them.  I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  the  necessity  of  considering  and 
acting  upon  these  matters  with  promptness,  in 
order  that  the  business  of  the  city  may  go  for- 
ward without  interruption. 
I  am,  etc., 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  with  the  order  of  business  for  regu- 
lar u_eetings. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  for  the  Redemption  of  the  City 
Debt.    (City  Doc.  No.  TO.)    Placed  on  file. 

Mavor's  me-sage  :  ^pointing  Charles  W.  Swan, 
M.  D.,  Edward  S.  Wood,  M.  D.,  and  Henry  B. 
Bowditch,  M.  D.,  a  commission  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  comparative1  desirability,  on  sani- 
tary grounds,  of  the  Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen 
and  Charles  rivers  waters.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  I  >.  Thurston  and  Trustees  of 
Eliot  School,  "West  Roxbury,  and  complaint  of 
Franklin  Hopkins.    Severally  referred  in  concur- 

Resolve   and   order   from   the  Board  of  Street 

Commissioners  for  widening  Washington  street 
(formerly  Guild  row),  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
£1289.50.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  sale  by  auction  of  the  old  city 
Stable,  Highlands.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Roxblmry  and  King  streets,  Ward 
15,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000;  and  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  a  wooden  primary  schoolhouse 
in  the  Gibson  School  District,  Ward  l(j,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $15,000.  Severally  read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the.  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt 
of  Ward  10,  and  passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing stand-pipes  into  the  public  school  build- 
ings, as  a  protection  in  case  of  fire.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  authorizing  such  repairs  and  changes  as 
may  be  required  to  be  made  in  the  heating  appa- 
ratus of  the  City  Hall;  and  authorizing  such 
changes  as  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  third 
Story  of  the  old  AVashington  Schoolhouse,  to  ac- 
commodate a  branch  office  of  the  City  Surveyor. 
Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  10,  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auction  of  the  old 
greenhouse  on  the  Public  Garden.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  ti leaning  and   painting  of 

the  Public  Library  building,  at  an  estimated  cost 
not  exceeding  $10,000.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 

Report  ami  orders  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  public  urinals  in  the  locations  specified 
in  said  older-,  and  requesting  the  Board  of  Health 
to  report  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  uri- 
nals in  certain  other  locations.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flatley  of  Ward  4,  and 
passed. 

Report  and  orders  authorizing  the  ventilation  of 
the  rooms  in  the  front  of  City  Hah  upon  the  Gouge 


system,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,000 ;  and  re- 
questing the  (  ommittee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  with  instructions  to  invite  proposals 
for  ventilating  the  two  chambers  of  the  City 
Council. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  with 
Johnson  &  Richardson  for  furnishing  and  set- 
ting a  granite  curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont- 
street  side  of  Boston  Common,  at  a  cost  esti- 
mated at  $11,983.30. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  refer- 
ence, of  the  report  and  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  with   leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10—1  move  that  the  report 
and  orders  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  for  this  rea- 
son I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
City  Government  to  spend  this  $11,000 or  even  $1 
for  this  purpose,  because  I  believe  that  public  ne- 
cessity imperatively  roquiies  that  Tremont  street 
shall  be  widened  from  Park  street  to  Boylston 
street,  and  I  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston  are  willing  to  concur  in  that,  when  it 
shall  be  done.  If  this  money  is  expended,  it  will 
be  lost  if  that  improvement' is  ordered.  Should 
the  motion  to  lav  on  the  table  prevail,  I  propose 
to  offer  an.  cider  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  tlii ..;  widening. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council 
divided  and  the  declaration  was  verified  by  a  di- 
vision—23  for,  22  against. 

,    UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk 
in  the  City  Registrar's  office  $100,  for  extra  servi- 
ces on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays;  said  in- 
crease to  date  from  April  1, 1874.    Passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public.  Grounds  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  certain  adjoining  estates  to  Orchard 
Park  for  the  purpose  of  improving  said  park. 
Passed . 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Powers  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  S.  Little 
et  al.,  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict, requesting  that,  in  view  of  the  growth  of  the 
city  and  the  danger  from  fire,  the  building  limits 
as  defined  in  the  ordinance,  approved  July  8, 1871, 
be  extended,  so  as  to  include  the  tcrritoiy  defined 
as  follows:  Beginning  at  the  boundary  line. of  the 
present  limits  at  the  intersection  of  the  centre 
line  of  Rugules  street  and  shawnmt  avenue,  thence 
running  through  the  ecu  Ire  of  Shaw mut  avenue  to 
Dudley  street,  thence  through  the  centre  of  Dud- 
ley street  to  Harrison  avenue,  thence  through  the 
centre  of  Harrison  avenue,  to  Palmer  street,  there 
joining  the  boundary  line  of  the  present  limits. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

THE  WIDENING    OF  TREMONT    STREET  ON  BOSTON 
COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report 
and  order  authorizing  a  contract  with  Johnson  & 
Richardson  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  granite 
curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont.-street  side  oi  Bos- 
ton Common,  at  a  cost  estimated  at  $11,983.30, 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  with  an  order  providing  for 
the  erection  of  a  curbstone  along  the  line  of  the 
Tremont-stieet  mall,  Boston  Common,  at  a  cost  of 
$11,983.30,  being  an  excess  of  $1983.30  over  the 
amount  originally  appropriated  for  that  object, 
report  that  they  have  ascertained  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  and  the  Superintendent  of  that  depart- 
ment that  in  addition  to  the  amount  required  for 
furnishing  and  setting  the  curbstone  specified, 
there  will  be  needed  a  further  sum  of  $;:ti()X.l5,  to 
do  the  necessary  grading  and  sodding  after  the 
setting  of  the  curbstone  has  been  accomplished. 
They  therefore  recommend,  as  it  is  desirable  that 
the  whole  work  should  be  done  the  present  sea- 
son, the  passage  of  the  order  in  a  new  draft,  with 
another  order  giving  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $5000  to  cove- Hie  amount,  in  excess  of  the  origi- 
nal appropriation  of  $10,000.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  City  Engineer's  estimate  accompanying  this 
report.  [The  estimates  in  the  City  Engineer's 
communication  are  the  following:  Cost  of  curb 
and  steps  at,  contract  prices,  £1  |,9K3..'I0;  work  to  be 
done  outside  of  contracts,  including   loam,  filling, 

f  ravel,  sodding  and  removal  of  West-street  gate, 
2190.75;  additional  for  fences  to  protect  sodding, 
and  for  contingencies,  $1417.40.     Total,  $15,591.45.] 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  he,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  contract  with  .Tolm-'on  &  Richardson,  the 
lowe-t  bidders,  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  gran- 
ite curb  and  steps  on  the  Tremont-street  side  of 
Boston  Common,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
their  proposal  dated  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
July  A.  D.  18T4,  the  expense,  estimated  at 
|llj983. 30,  also  to  grade  and  sod  the  Tremont- 
street  mall  so  far  as  rendered  necessary  by  the 
setting  of  said  curb  and  steps,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  s>:;G0ii<.  15:  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  (  ommon  and  Public  (.rounds. 

Ordered  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  he  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  'the  sum  of  S5600 ;  to  be  added  to  the  appro- 
priations for  Comnuii,  etc.,  for  the  curbing,  grad- 
ing and  sodding  of  Tremont-street  mall,  Boston 
Common! 

The  orders  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance were  substituted  for  those  reported  origi- 
nally from  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  and  the  question  was  on  giving  them  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  ffa id  1C moved  that  the  orders  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Flynn  of 
"Ward  7  doubted  the  vote  and  the  declaration  was 
verified  bv  a  divisional;  for,  si  against. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  "Ward  lis  offered  ti.c  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  he  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency or  widenintr  Tremont  street  by  taking  a  por- 
tion of  the  Common,  from  Park  to  Boylston 
street,  and  to  report  upon  the  same  at  an  early 
day. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading-. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  T— I  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  It  will  only  be  an  entering  wedge  to  the 
cutting  up  of  the  Common.  The  Common  is  the 
only  place  that  poor  people  have  in  the  centre 
of  the  city  as  a  place  of  resort  during  the  day  or 
evening,  and  this  order  is  the  first  movement 
toward  cutting  it  up.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
entertain  it  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1C— The  interest  manifest- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  W aid  7  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Common  for  the  use  of  the  poor  is 
undoubtedly  very  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  it 
is  very  proper.  I  certainly  would  go  as  far  as 
any  other  citizen  of  Boston  in  discountenancing 
anythinr  that  would  curtail  the  fair  propor- 
tions of  our  Common,  and  thereby  deprive  our 
cin  ■;     heir  accustomed  and  beautiful    place 

ofresi  -'    '.i  i   1  before,  when  I  made  a 

motion  to  lay  the  01  ler  relating  to  the  curbstone 
on  the  tain.  .    t  is  les  ion  of   public  necessity. 

benefit  one  man  at  the  expense 
-  .  i  ic-ommodate  the  citizens 
:  li  Lng  the  gentleman  from 
•  constituents.  A  large  number 
1  it.  anil  the  day  is  r^ot  far  dis- 
ng  must  be  done,  and  I  believe 
the  Council  who  arc  conversant 
n.-.:,-  ■  will  admit  that  it  is  in- 
lot  m  ail  the  Common,  and  no 
ne,  would  know  that  the  Com- 
ro  hi  i  upon  at  all.  If  it  would 
m  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 


matter  and  speedily  report  upon  it. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8— For  one,  I  hope  this 
order  will  not  pass.  It  is  only  a  short  time  since 
that  we  took  away  the  sidewalk  from  that  side  of 
the  street;  it  was  said  then  that  they  would  want 
more,  and  I  believed  it.  The  street  is  wide  enough 
now.  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman  when 
he  says  a  large  number  of  our  citizens  waut  this 
done.  I  know  that  a  large  number  of  citizens  do 
not  want  it  done  ;  the  people  have  never  petition- 
ed for  it,  and  a  majority  of  the  public  press  is  op- 
posed to  it.  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  it,  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  stopping  stone  to  cutting  up  the 
Common  and  using  it  for  other  purposes.  I  hope 
this  thing  will  not'be  done. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  the  order  he 
upon  the  table,  as  he  wished  to  offer  another  one. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken,  the  Chair  was  in 
doubt  as  to  the  result;  the  Council  divided  and  a 
count  showed  24  had  voted  in  the  affirmative  and 
24  in  the  negative.  The  President  voted  in  the 
affimative,  and  the  order  was   laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  offered  I  lie  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  .Streets,  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  dividing  the  Boston  Corn- 
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mon  into  house  lots,  and  offering  the  same  by 
public  auction. 

Mr.  Harrington  of  Ward  8  moved  that  it  be  laid 
upon  the  table  in  company  with  the  other  one. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— I  "hope  that  no  such  order 
will  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  ridiculous,  and  i 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  in  order,  and  move  that  it 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  took  precedence  of  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  am  not  conversant  with 
the  gentlemai.'s  ideas,  but  I  think  the  order  is  per- 
fectly proper;  and  when  he  says  it  is  not  in  order 
I  think  he  goes  too  far. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  believe  the  order 
is  quite  so  ridiculous  as  some  members  of  this 
Government  think  it  is.    I  think  the  City  Govern- 


ment has  just  as  good  a  riu 
mon  into  house  lots  and  se] 
of  it  for  widening  Tremon 
stop  where  we  are  we  .-1 
Common.    I  am  opposed   i 
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iall   eventually  lose  the 

it  telly  and  entirely  to 
'ommon.  If  Tremont 
street  must  be  widened,  let  it  be  done  on  the  other 
side,  even  if  it  costs  ten  times  as  much.  Tome, 
personally,  the  Common  is  not  worth  a  copper;  I 
have  not  been  on  it  for  a  month.  But  it  is  worth 
a  great  deal,  located  in  the  heart  of  a  great  city, 
and  should  bepreserved  intact. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1C— I  am  gratified  to  see 
that  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  is  a  man  of  sentiment.  I  did  not  know 
it  before.  But  1  am  pained  to  see  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  advocate  such  a  wild, 
preposterous  idea  as  the  widening  of  Tremont 
street  on  the  other  side.  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
if  the  Common  has  not  been  encroached  upon 
already. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  am  very  well  aware 
that  it  has  been  encroached  upon",  and  I  wish  it 
had  not  been.  It  was  the  first  step  that  led  to  this 
mischief. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  one,  sir,  as  ignorant  of 
parliamentary  law  and  practice  as  I  am  maybe 
allowed  to  say  a  word,  I  wish  to  say  it  now.  I 
want  to  answer  the  suggestion  made  by  my  friend 
on  the  Finance  Committee,  and  that  is  in  regard 


cided  by  the  city  Solicitor  time  and  again,  that 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  competent  to  sell  any 
part  of  the  Common.  But,  sir,  it  has  a  perfect 
right  to  widen  a  street  by  encroaching  on  the 
Common,  and  no  one  dares  to  dispute  that  right. 
In  my  mind  that  right  isscttled;  perhaps  it  has  not 
been  looked  into  by  other-.  It  is  said  bv  my  wor- 
thy friend  from  the  Seventh  Waul,  that  this  is  to 
be  the  entering  wedge  to  ee.ttinc  up  the  Common. 
As  it  has  been  settled  that  1.0  part  of  the  Common 
can  be  sola,  that  a  igmnent  falls.  Now,  what  are  the 
facts?  The  facts  are,— and  it  is  proper  to  state 
them,  for  they  form  the  basis.  I  presume,  of  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  the  Sixteenth 
Ward,  and  of  his  order— that  it  has  been  voted 
by  the  Joint  Committee. on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds,  hiving  authority  so  to  do,  to  put  a 
fins  curbstone  on  nine  is  at  present  an  unsichtlv 
place.  It  is  very  desirable  that  it  should  be'don'e 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  They  have 
received  pi o;  o-als  and  awarded  the  contract  for 
placing  this  curbstone,  for  something  le-s  than 
Sl-.'iuii;  it  i-  p. opo-ed  to  have  that  curbstone  thirty 
or  thiity-onc  inches  in  depth,  and  about  sixteen 
inches  of  it  above  the  level  of  the  pavement;  there 
are  to  be  eleven  entrances  from  Pari  -street  church 
down  to  Boylston  street,  by  steps.  Now,  in  the 
judgment  of  a  part  of  the  (  omrnittee,  ir  is  expedi- 
ent that  Tremont  street,  in  front  of  the  Common, 
should. be  widened  several  feet,  although  a  num- 
ber of  the  Committee  did  not  agree  with  that  prop- 
osition. Bur  there  arc  a  large  number  of  citizens 
of  Boston  who  think  it  has  got  to  be  done,  and 
that  now  is  the  proper  time  for  widening  that 
street.  Now,  if  that  curbstone  is  to  be  laid  six- 
teen inches  below  the  street,  it  will  interfere  with 


means  of  killing  them; 
1  perhaps  very  properly, 
a  better  time  to  do  it, 
trees  had  not  better  be 
■  i   - .i\  I  hat  this  is  the  de- 


the  trees  i 

so  the  question  i 

whether  or  not  this  is  nor 

and  whether  that  row  of  t 

taken  out  at  once.    1  do  nc 

liberate  opinion  of  a  ruajoi 

I  am  not  authorized  to  ■  speak  of  that;  but]  can 

state  from  my  own  knowledge   that   a  majority  of 

the  committee  favor  it,  ami  they  want  to  do  it 

with  all  due  regard  for  the  sentiments  and  wishes 

of  the  people  of  Boston.    Wliv,  sir,  a  few  davs  since 

a  party  high  in  office  in  this  City  Hall— was  told 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


by  one  of  tin'  oldest  and  noblest  of  our  citizens— 
that,  atlliough  he  had  opposed  the  cutting 
down  of  the  i'addock  elms  m  in  I  almost  abused  the 
Mayor  for  approving  it,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  vhe  best  thing  that  could  be 
done,  and  he  would  take  back  all  that  he  had  said. 

The  time  allowed  for  debate  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  having  expired,  the  motion  was 
put  and  lost,  and  the  question  recurred  on  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
mistaken  ide.i  many  people  have  in  regard  to  an 
infringement  of  the  Common.  Now,  sir,  I  only 
wish  gentlemen  would  take  a  stand  upon  the 
Common  close  to  Park-street  Church,  and  cast 
their  eyes  down  along  Tremont  street  so  far  as 
they  may  be  able  to  see,  and  just  imagine  that 
outer  row  of  trees — some  of  which  are  dying — 
tr  ken  out,  and  a  handsome  walk  there  instead, 
and  this  beautiful  curbstone  there ;  and  I  think 
any  gentleman,  instead  of  reading  out  the 
newspaper  squibs  and  following  out  what 
the  press  says,  would  make  up  his  mind 
that  it  should  be  done.  A  portion  of 
the  press  favors  this  project,  and  a 
portion  opposes  it.  That  is  proper  and  very  right, 
for  the  fair  discussion  of  die  subject  But  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  if  this  line  is  laid  out,  there 
can  hardly  lie  found  a  citizen  of  Boston  who  would 
not  approve  it.  I  ask  the  members  of  the  Council 
to  take  a  comprehensive  view of  this  matter.  Then 
I  ask  them  to  consider  the  question  of  asphalt 
as  a  collateral  question  to  this.  I  saw  a  communi- 
cation from  some  gentleman  in  a  paper,  stating 
that  asphalt  \\  as  piit  there  for  the  puipose  of  kill- 
ing the  trees.  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  record 
that  since  the  asphalt  was  put  there  the  lives  of 
some  five  or  six  of  those  trees  ou  Boylston  stieet 
have  been  sa\ed.  Thatis  a  matter  of  history.  Itis 
a  fact  that  since  the  asphalt  was  put  there  some 
half  a  dozen  of  the  trees  have  flourished 
as  they  never  did  before;  therefore,  the  ar- 
gument that  asphalt  injured  them  falls  to 
the  ground.  1  have  no  question  in  my 
mind  that  the  asphalt  saved  the  lives  of 
some  of  those  trees  at  the  place  referred  to; 
I  have  not  a  doubt  in  my  mind  that  most  of  the 
trees  said  to  have  been  killed  by  the  asphalt  were 
dead  before  1  lie  asphalt  was  put  there,  and  yet 
people  called  for  it  to  be  taken  up.  But  1  do  not 
desire  to  argue  that  matter  any  further  or  with 
any  stress,  but  I  want  the  people  to  "be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  what  some  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose to  do,  if  the  public  and  the  City  Government 
will  bear  them  out,  is  the  best  for  the  public  in- 
terest, and  that  the  prettiest  thing  that  can  be 
done  as  an  ornament  to  our  picturesque  Common 
and  a  convenience,  is  that  suggested  by  the  order 
of  the  gentleman  from   Ward  1G. 

Mr.  INoyes  of  Ward  5  renewed  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the-  order,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOABD. 

Mr.  BeabodJ'  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Major  be  requested 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  Hon.  Benjamin  R.  Curtis 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  which  can  be«ex- 
ercised  by  the  Boston  Water  Board  when  estab- 
lished by  tin1  City  Council,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter'179  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1S74  ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  would  like  to  hear  some 
reasons  for  being  at  the  expense  of  getting  addi- 
tional legal  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
We  all  know  that  our  courts  are  but  human,  and 
if  you  should  get  an  opinion  from  Mr.  Curtis, 
whether  the  Supreme  Uoun  will  decide  in  aci  ord- 
ance  with  it  is  uueih  impossible  for  anybooyat 
this  time  to  foretell.  Whalc\er  his  opinion  would 
be,  the  matte)  would  s.ill  be  in  the  same  uncer- 
tainty; and  if  he  should  decide  in  one  way,  those 
v,  ho  (  nte;  lain  a  ililleienf  opinion  might  desire 
still  fin  I  In  i  legal  information.  'Ihoicfore  it  does 
not  sei  in  to  me  thai  we  should  gain  anything  by 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  Mr.  (  urtis  at  all. 

Mr.l'eabody  of  Ward  U— My  desire,  in  this  whole 
water  question,  has  been  to  do  all  we  can  to  get 
the  best  information  in  our  power,  to  take  ample 
time  to  consider  it,  and  then  to  act  in  the  wisest 
way  that  we  can.  it  is  in  pursuance  of  that  same 
Hicorvthat  J  have  ottered  this  order.  I  under- 
stand from  the  remarks  that  were  made  the  other 
evening  that  probably  in  September  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  passed  the  other  evening  will 
come  up,  and  we  shall  have  to  vote  upon  it  one 


way  or  the  other,  and  I,  for  one,  thought  I  would 
like  more  information  upon  this  subject  before  I 
vote.  It  would  be  impossible,  of  course,  to  get  a 
decision  from  the  courts  before  that  time.  There 
is  one  very  equivocal  sentence  in  the  act"  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  to  which  my  friend  from  Ward 
12  called  attention  in  a  very  able  manner  at  the 
last  meeting.  We  have  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  laid  before  us,  and  the  contrary  opinion 
of  two  eminent  members  of  the  legal  profess' 
I  do  not  like  to  vote  foi 
that  shape,  and  I  thoui 
be  an  advantage  to  all 
vote  upon  the  matter  a 
might  help  us  all  to  ha 
tis.    It   would   not   eon 


ile  it 
>erhaps  it  would 
we  shall  have  to 
September;  that  it 
inionof  Mr.  Cur- 
to  anything ;  it  is 
merely  one  additional  piece  id'  information.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  whom  I  mentioned 
this  subject  seemed  pleased  with  the  idea.  Iknow 
no  harm  it  can  do,  and  the  expense  will  not  be 
considerable,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
give  us  some  help  towards  making  up  our  minds 
when  the  question  conies  before  us. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  objection  is  that  it 
settles  nothing.  The  question  would  be  no  more 
settled  than  it  was  before;  no  more  than  it  is 
now;  the  opinion  will  not  be  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree obligaiory  upon  the  courts.  They  alone  can 
settle  the  question.  They  decided  the' question  of 
the  School  Committee  in  opposition  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  if  I  were  to  he  asked  I  would  say 
the  City  Solicitor  was  right,  and  the  Supieme 
Court  wrong.  But  their  decision  is  law,  and  that 
settles  that  matter.  If  you  could  get  this  law 
settled  definitively  before'  the  thing  is  done,  then 
of  course  it  would  be  well  to  do  it.  But  that  is 
not  done.  The  Supreme  Court  would  only  give  its 
opinion  after  the  ordinance  is  adopted 'and  any- 
body attempted  to  act  under  it,  and  that  risk  has 
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got  to  be  run  at  all  events, 
whatever  the  opinion  o 
able  as  we  all  know  he 
be  wi'h  that  of  the  two 
Healy,  you  would  still  1 
cause  we  all  recognize  } 
particularly  on  all  mat 
law.  If  he  should  decu 
opinion,  the  doubt  won 

will  pass  upon  the  (|iiesf.on  whether  vou  are  es- 
tablishing a  hoard  with  powers  just  as  much  un- 
known, their  extent  just  as  illy  defined  as  they  are 
today.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me,  with  all  les'pect 
for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9— if  seems  to  me  to 
be  utterly  impossible  to  get  this  question  out  of 
the  range  of  doubt,  unless  you  apply  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  you  cannot   do    that    until  you 

solved  itself  into  any  other  position  than  this,  I 
should  verv  heartily  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  (i— I  hope  we  shall  get  Mr. 
Curtis's  opinion  in  this  matter.  We  now  have  two 
positive  opinions  on  one  side  and  the  other,  which 
are  not  entirely  satisfactory— that  of  Mr.  Healy, 
because  he  was  concerned  in  drawing  up  the  act 
and  may  be  considered  as  having  some  feeling  in 
giving   it   an   interpretation  such   as  he    thought 

opinion  drawn  by  two  legal  gentlemen  for  their 
clients.  It  has  been  suggested  that  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  commission  sounded  around  and 
found  two  lawyers  on  the  othei  side,  and  so  we 
have  two  opinions,  one  paid  for  by  clients,  and 
one  to  back  up  a  statute  which  the  gentleman 
giving  the  opinion  had  been  instrumental  in 
drawing.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  have  an 
opinion  drawn  by  a  disinterested  member  of  the 
bar — many  of  us  not  having  made  up  our  minds, 
and  having  to  act  upon  the  best  judgment  vve  can 
have  upon  the  law  and  the  facts — if  we  have  an 
opinion  from  a  man  of  the  standing  of  Judge 
Curtis,  occupying  an  impartial  position  as  he  does 
in  this  matter,  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to 
many  of  us. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1(1— I  hope  theorder will  pass. 
I  do  not  suppose  the  opinion  of  Judge  Curtis 
would  definitely  settle  the  question ;  but  I  sup- 
pose that  if  we  had  his  opinion  before  us  it  would 
settle  it  definitely  in  my  mind,  at  least,  and  I 
should  like  to  have  it.  I  can  see  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  passing  the  order;  the  expense  would 
be  trivial. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Word  20—1  think  the  party  defeat- 
ed at  the  last  meeting  are  asking  too  much.  The 
gentlemen  opposed  to  a  commission  paid  for  the 
opinion  they  received,  and  I  do  not  sec  why  those 
favoring  I  he  commission  should  not  pay  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  if  they  desire  to  obtain  it. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  have  as  high  an 
opinion  of  J  udge  Curtis  as  any  one  else ;  1  had 
the  pleasure  and  honor  of  voting  for  him  for  sen- 
ator thirty-three  time  at  the  Slate  House.  But  I 
think  this  order  is  wholly  unneeessaiy,  because, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  .-ays,  it  settles 
nothing.  We  have  got  the  opinions  of  three  gen- 
tlemen. Those  opinions  differ.  So  do  the  opin- 
ions of  judges  on  the  bench.  '  Now,  what  good  is 
this  going  to  do?  We  have  got  to  pay  Judge  Cur- 
tis five  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars  for  his  opin- 
ion, but  it  will  settle  nothing.  It  may  be  as  good 
as  Mr.  Paine's,  or  Mr.  Butler's,  or  Mr.  Hudy's. 
Why,  I  remember  that  the  City  Government  asked 
Mr.  Curtis's  opinion  on  another  matter  in  getting 
an  act  through  the  Legislature,- and  the  court 
decided  against  him.  What  good  did  it  do?  It 
cost  the  city  ten  thousand  dollar.-.  It  seems  tome 
that  we  caii  get  along  without  this  opinion.  If  it 
settled  anything  1  should  not  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from.  \\  ard  9,  but  I  think  we  have  got 
opinions  enough.  I  oelieve  the  only  place  to  get 
an  opinion  is  from  the  Legislature,  by  getting  the 
law  made  so  plain  that  there  shall  be  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  fair  opposition  to  taking  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Curtis.  We  shall  meet  in  the  fall  just 
as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  We  cannot  discuss 
it  or  vote  any  mo  e  intelligently,  and  if  there  is 
any  one  thing  that  will  enable  us  to  form  correct 
opinions  upon  this  subject  and  make  up  our 
minus,  it  will  be  having  the  opinion  of  the  ac- 
knowledged leader  of  the  bar  in  the  United 
States,  whose  legal  opinion  is  worth  as  much  as 
that  of  any  judge  upon  the  bench.  The  gentle- 
man from  \\  ard  12  jays  the  question  will  not  be 
settled  by  this  opinion.  That  is  true;  you  never 
can  settle  any  question  of  law  until  you  get  a  de- 
cision from  the  court,  and  therefore  you  never 
can  look  f  o :  absolute  certainty,  but  from  the  best 
legal  authority.  We  must  look  to  the  best  light 
that  we  can  obtain.  Now,  suppose  we  should  get 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Curtis  against  Mi .  ilealy's 
opinion.  I,  for  one,  would  vote  against  the 
ordinance  and  I  think  nearly  the  whole  of 
this  Council  would.  If  Mr.  Curtis's  opinion 
were  the  other  way  I  think  it  would  cairy  a  large 
number  of  minds  now  opposed  to  the  ordinance. 
I  know  of  one  member  of  this  Council,  who  is  not 
present,  who  said  he  should  accept  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Curtis,  if  it  were  in  accordance  with  Mr. 
Healy's.  I  think  it  is  certainly  not  fair,  when 
members  of  this  City  Government  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  get  an  opinion,  have  it  printed  and 
lug  it  in,  and  raise  a  doubt,  that  they  should  say 
the  question  cannot  be  settled.  If  that  was  done 
in  all  cases  it  would  be  a  great  obstruction  to  busi- 
ness. We  would  never  get  business  done  if  mem- 
bers were  to  go  about  and  get  private  opinions 
and  argue  against  a  measure,  if  we  cannot  offset 
such  an  opinion.  If  the  opposition  to  tliis  order 
was  based  upon  that  doubt,  1  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  fair  opposition  to  solving  that  doubt  in 
the  best  way  we  can,  and  not  lay  the  matter  over 
another  year,  simply  on  the  strength  of  that  doubt. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  entirely  concur  with 
my  colleague  in  the  order  which  he  has  intro- 
duced. As  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15, 
this  doubt  was  raised  entirely  upon  the  strength 
of  an  opinion  from  two  lawyers  obtained  expressly 
for  the  purpo-e,  and  the  argument  here  is  based 
upon  the  fact  that  this  doubt  was  raised  entirely 
upon  the  opinion  of  those  lawyers.  Now,  taking 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
that  lawyers'  opinions  settle  nothing,  why  does  he 
lay  any  stress  upon  any  opinion.  The  only  legal 
opinion  for  us  to  be  governed  by,  according  to  his 
line  of  argument,  is  that  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
We  have  obtained  that  opinion,  but  because  two 
outside  lawyers  have  raised  a  doubt,  therefore 
they  say  we  cannot  go  on  and  act  under  this 
statute.  But  now  when  we  propose  to  get  another 
opinion,  then  the  point  is  raised  that  a  legal 
opinion     settles     nothing,     because     you     have 

fot  one  on  one  side  and  one  on  another, 
t  is  said  we  cannot  settle  anything  till  we  go  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  Are  we  not  going  to  do  any- 
thing till  we  get  an  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court? 
That  is  just «what  it  leads  to.  Now  I  sav  that 
those  wdio  oppose  this  commission  do  so  simply 
because  of  the  opinion  of  tw:o  eminent  lawvors, 
and  they  oppose  this  order  because  it  will  tend 
to  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.— 1  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  whether  or  not  he  knows 
that  Mr.  Curtis  has  ever  expressed  an  opinion  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  either  publicly  or  private- 
ly, to  any  member  of  this  Government. 


Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— I  never  heard  of  Mr. 
Curtis  having'expressed  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject in  any  way,  nor  do  I  know  what  his  opinion  is 
it  he  has  any. 

Mr.  Bean  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  it,  Mr. 
Healy  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  drawing  of  this 
act,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  drawing  of  that  act 
it  would  have  been  drawn  differently.  Other  acts 
drawn  by  him  relating  to  thetaking'of  water  have 
been  "by  such  board"  or  "agent"  or  "agency"  as 
the  City  Council  might  see  fit  to  adopt  for  that 
purpose,  and  it  is  so  in  every  instance,  until  you 
get  this  one.  Take  the  act  passed  this  very 
session  for  the  taking  of  water  for  build- 
ing storage  reservoirs;  it  savs  "by  the 
said  Water  board, or  such  other  agents  as  tlie  City 
Council  may  see  fit  to  adopt  for  that  purpose." 
Now,  then,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  member 
of  the  Water  board  distinctly  stated  that  this  act 
did  give  this  exact  power, 'whether  it  was  put 
there  for  the  purpose  or  not,  and  that  when  this 
ordinance  was  passed  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  the  City  Council  to  deal  with  the  question  at 
all.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  is  concerned,  I  do  not  raise  any  question 
as  to  its  sincerity  or  value ;  and  so  far  as  the  other 
eminent  men  who  gave  an  opinion,  there  can  be 
no  question  but  that  it  is  equally  honest,  that  it 
was  their  firm  conviction  ;  and  if  you  undertake  to 
get  any  more  opinions  now,  you  simply  get  an 
opinion  upon  a  new  question.  And  my  friend 
says,  Do  you  get  no  light  from  lawyers  ?  Why 
every  lawy  r  knows  tin  i  the  courts  can  deside  one 
way  or  another,  and  give  good  reasons.  You 
argue  a  case  before  the  court -and  go  away,  and 
they  call  you  back  again  toargne  it  again,  because 
they  cannot  decide  it,  and  when  they  do  decide 
they  are  governed  many  times  by  the  expediency 
of  the  hour.  I  believe  that  was  the  ease  with  the 
School  Committee.  Allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  fire  loan.  1  have  reason  to  know  that  it  was 
Judge  Cur.is's  opinion  that  if  was  clearlv  within 
the  authority  of  the  City  Government  to  issue 
those  bonds,  but  the  Supreme  Court  thought  it 
was  not,  and  thus  in  practice,  as  every  legal  gen- 
tleman knows  full  well,  we  are  constantly  going 
before  the  court  with  question  ■  that  the  court  has 
got  to  decide  somehow,  and  neither  side  can  tell 
which  way  it  is  going  to  be,  and  the  decision  is 
perfectly  satisfactory  whichever  way  it  is, because 
you  know  good  reasons  can  be  given  either  way. 
I  remember  once,  while  practising  in  Middlesex 
County,  when  decisions  were  given  in  open  court, 
before  the  custom  of  sending 'down  rescripts,  that 
it  used  to  be  the  custom  for  one  to  turn  to  another 
after  tie  decisions  were  rendered  and  ask,  "Well, 
what  luck  did  you  have?"  And  it  is  a  question  of 
luck.  It  is  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  ques- 
tions should  be  settled,  but  the  question  is,  "What 
luck  did  you  have?"  I  remember  some  one  spoke  to 
Judge  .Vi'etcalf  about  his  great  learning.  '•Well,"  he 
said, "I  suppose  I  do  guess  right  sometimes."  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  suggests,  fs  there  any 
objection  to  having  the  doubt  solved?  Certainly 
not,  if  you  can  solve  it.  He  admits  that  this 
would  not  solve  the  doubt, but  it  will  simply  make 
the  probability  on  the  one  side  stronger  than  the 
other.  Now  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  on  this  question;  I  did  not  con- 
sider, when  this  opinion  should  come,  that  it 
would  alter  the  matter;  I  simply  said  that  after 
all  it  was  one  of  those  questions  involving  certain 
things  in  doubt,  and  no  person  going  to  dis- 
pose of  a  large  amount  of  property  would 
do  so  until  such  a  doubt  was  settled.  The 
question  is  suggested  in  what  way  it  can  be 
definitely  settled.  The  only  way  is  "to  establish 
this  board  without  such  powers, or  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  suggested. 
Suppose  vim  establish  this  board,  there  is  the  risk 
you  run.  The  question  that  arises  is  one  of  doubt. 
As  to  whether  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  has  ad- 
ministered its  affairs  correctly,  or  wisely,  or  judi- 
ciously, my  own  opinion  is  that  jit  has  been  led 
into  certain  errors,  and  that  is  about  the  only  crit- 
icism that  I  can  see  which  can  be  made"  upon 
them — that  they  have  presumed  to  involve  the 
city  in  a  debt  of  eleven  and  a  half  or  twelve  mil- 
lion dollars  when  there  is  no  need  of  it. 
I  undertook  to  illustrate,  the  other  day, 
by  their  last  report  that  s.ooo.onn  of  gallons  run  to 
waste  daily,  and  d.ooo.uoo  of  gallons  are  wasted 
in  the  city  and  we  use  only  12,000.000, —that  is, 
11,000,11011  gallons  are  entirely  wasted.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  showed  the  enormous  waste 
at  the  lake,  and  I  proceeded  to  show  that  if  you 
saved  that  wafer  you  will  not  need  anymore.    As 
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we  get  light  upon  this  subject  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  establish  a  board 
which  might  by  any  possibility  exercise  powers 
that  the  City  <  'ouncil could  not  control  and  did  not 
intend  to  give.  That  is  my  proposition,  and  when 
you  get  this  opinion  you  are  no  better  off.  Sup- 
pose you  increase  the  probabilities  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  is  there  any  less  doubt? 

It  is  admitted  generally  by  those  who  have 
spoken  that  if  this  board  should  have  that  power, 
they  would  not  favor  the  ordinance.  Now  I,  for 
one,  am  entirely  favorable  to  reorganizing  the 
present  Cochituate  Water  Board,  Viecau.se  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  is  that  you  can  reduce  the  num- 
ber, just  as  well  as  to  establish  a  Water  Board ; 
you  can  give  it  just  the  same  powers  as  you  see  fit, 
pay  them  what  you  please,  ami  keep  the  control 
in  your  hands.  So  what  is  the  use  of  asking  for 
an  opinion,  and  paying  for  it,  that  may  tend  to 
coax  members  to  pass  a  vote  to  take  from  you 
powers   that   you   have    got?    It   has   been  sug- 

fested  that  rome  gentlemen  have  clone  wrong 
y  going  out  of  their  way  to  get  opinions, 
and  then  you  actually  come  here  and  advo- 
cate the  same  thing.  Now  we  lave  a  City  Solicit- 
or, and  because  the  court  decided  against  him  in 
the  School  Committee  case  does  not  shake  my 
belief  in  his  capacity;  nor  does  it  shake  my  faith 
in  Judge  Curtis  because  the  Supreme  Court  de- 
cided against  him  in  regard  to  the  bonds.  The 
praise  bestowed  upon  .Judge  Curtis  belongs  to 
him.  but  when  all  is  said  an  1  done  it  has  not  set- 
tled the  doubt. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  wish  to  know  if  the  City 
Solicitor  is  our  legal  authority  why  we  have  any 
right  to  consider  that  there  is   any  doubt  upon  the 


not  accept  that  opinion ?  If  a  doubt  can  be  raised 
on  this  act,  then  one  can  be  raised  at  all  times. 
From  the  first  I  have  been  in  favor  of  accepting 
the  act  and  passing  the  ordinance.  The  question 
before  us  seems  to  be  whether  we  shall  obtain  an 
impartial  and  disinterested  opinion. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  was  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  argued  so  earnestly 
against  obtaining  advice  upon  a  mooted  question  : 
he  tries  to  confuse  us  by  saying  that  law  is  always 
doubtful,  and  he  gave  us  an  interesting  account 
of  his  experience  in  Middlesex  County,  where  he 
firs,  saw  the  waters  of  the  Shausheen  flowing  into 
Boston  through  the  Middlesex  Canal,— which  is  all 
very  beautiful.  Of  course  there  is  doubt  about 
the  law;  you  cannot  draw  a  statute  in  which  a 
doubt  cannot  be  raised  by  ingenious  questions. 
The  question  is  not  whether  we  can  arrive  at  an 
absolute  certainty,  but  what  is  a  fair  preponder- 
ance of  opinion  upon  a  mooted  question.  The  gen- 
tleman referred  to  Mr.  Curtis's  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  fire  bonds.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
he  was  retained  as  counsel  by  the  city,  and  what 
lie  did  as  counsel  cannot  be  taken  as*  an  opinion 
merely,  while  in  a  matter  ol  this  kind  Ins  opinion 
would' be  impartial  and  fair.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  stated  that  Mr.  Jiealy  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  drawing  of  this  act.  *  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  1  can  state 
that  it  was  submitted  to  the  city  Solicitor  and 
passeil  through  Ids  office,  and  no  question  of  this 
kind  was  raised. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— Was  the  act  submitted  to 
the  City  Solicitor  himself? 

Mr.  Putnam — I  do  not  state  it  so  strongly  as 
that,  but  I  know  it  received  the  sanction  of'  the 
City  Solicitor's  office,  and  even  if  it  did  not,  so 
much  the  better  reason  for  taking  the  best  legal 
opinion  we  can  get. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Is  that  ouestion  debat- 
able? 

The  President — It  is,  under  the  new  rule. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  regard  to  the  previous  question,  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  put,  but  I  want  to 
correct  a  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  la,  that  those  who  opp<>-e  1  the  acceptance 
of  this  act  are  opposed  to  a  Water  Commission. 
Now,  sir.  that  is  not  correct.  I  want  to  put  myself 
rigid  before  the  public.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  Water 
Commission,  as  I  was  in  favor  of  a  Fire  Commis- 
sion and  Health  Commission,  but  I  am  opposed 
to  the  powers  allowed  in  this  act,  and  I  believe 
many  members  of  this  Council  would  have  voted 
for  this  ordinance  woie  ir  urn  for  the  powers  con- 
ferred in  the  act.  It  is  not  that  I  object  to  a  com- 
mission,but  to  the  powers  exercised  by  commis- 
sioners. And  if  that  act  were  amended  so  that 
the  powers  given  would  be  controlled  by  the  City 


Council,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  passed. 
I  believe  that  the  Fire  Department  is 
better  for  the  management  of  the  com- 
mission, but  I  believe  it  is  not  for  the  com- 
niissiuncis  to  transact  their  business  with  closed 
doors. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and  the  order 
was  denied  a  second  reading,  by  a  rising  vote— 18 
for,  30  against. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buddings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  cause  the  necessary  paint- 
ing and  furnishing  to  be  done  in  the  building  :>M 
Peniberton  square,  in  order  that  the  various  de- 
partments assigned  rooms  in  the  building  may  be 
located  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt.  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  primary  school- 
house  on  land  belonging  to  the  citv,  situated  on 
West  Fifth,  near  C  street,  South  Boston,  from 
plans  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, at  an  estimated  cost  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to'the  appro- 
priation already  provided  for  the  erection  of  a 
primary  sehoolhouse.  Lawrence  District. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  might  take  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Want  7 — I  would  ask  what  kind 
of  a  sehoolhouse  is  going  to  be  put  there,  whether 
of  iron,  wood  or  brick  ?  It  appeals  to  m"  that  in 
the  short  time  since  the  lot  was  purchased,  the 
committee  have  not  had  much  opportunity  to  fig- 
ure very  largely  upon  it.  I  want  to  know  how 
many  rooms  it  is  to  have. 

Mr.  Burditt— This  order  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Building-,  and  is  in  the  usual 
form.  The  plans  are  obliged  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction;  the  cost  is 
estimated  in  the  usual  way.  I  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule  that  the  work  might  go  on. 

Mr.  Crowley— That  does  not  answer  my  question, 
whether  it  is'to  be  of  wood,  iron  or  brick. 

Mr.  Burditt— The  building  is  to  be  of  brick  and 
will  have  the  general  characteristics  of  the  Quin- 
cy-street  Sehoolhouse,  and  will    cost  about  S50.000. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Warren  ol  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  to  grant  a  permit  to  A.  R.  Whittier  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Randolph  street,  ac- 
cording to  hi-  application  on  tile  in  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Survey  ami  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  hope  that  order  will  lie 
over  until  the  next  meeting.  I  would  like  to  ex- 
amine into  the  size  and  character  of  the  builjing. 
I  am  somewhat  interested,  as  the  locality  is  near 
that  of  our  corporation.  I  feel  interested  for  the 
neighborhood  generally  as  well  as  myself  person- 
ally, and   I  move  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  same  com- 
mittee— lie  port  and  order  authorizing  the  Inspect- 
or of  Buildin  s  to  grant  a  permit  to  William  Clark 
&  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boylstou 
street.  Ward  17.     Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets- 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  apply  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  for  a  license  to  build 
a  bridge  or  solid  structure  across  South  Bay,  as 
authorized  by  chapter  78  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1860  and  chapter  114  of  the  aids  of  the  year  1874. 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land  recently  pur- 
chased of  John  Haven  for  the  extension  of  Clifton 
street  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  of  the  board  ol  Aldermen  until  said 
street  is  extended  ;  and  said  committee  is  author- 
ized to  us'  the  gravel  thereon  foi  the  benefit  of 
the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be    requested  to 


the 


Citv  Council  as  in  flic  character  of  the  terms  and 
conditions  which  the  city  of  Boston  is  authorized 
to  prescribe  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  said 
territory  by  the  Manufacturers'  Exchange,  as  pro- 
vided in  chapter  55  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1867. 
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Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Jlr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 


tee i 


Ar 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  f>  expend  an  additional  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding riftv  dollars  in  fitting  up  and  repairing 
the  armory  of  Company  H,  Fifth  Regiment  of  In- 
Jpntry,  AVinthrop  street,  Chailestown ;  said  sum 
to  be "charged  to  the  appropiiation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
passed— yeas  40,  nays  0. 

A  QUESTION  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the 

table  the  outer  relating  to  the  widening  of  Tre- 
moiit  street  liy  taking  a  part  of  Boston  Common; 
he  wished  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 17  for,  21 
against. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  move  no«,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  report  and  orders  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  relating  to  a  curbstone  on  Tre- 
mont  street,  between  Park  and  Boyls'on  streets, 
be  taken  from  the  table.  It  seems  that  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Council  is  adverse  to  the  widening  of 
Tremout  street,  and  if  that  be  the  ease  this  work 
had  better  go  on  during  the  present  favorable 
weather. 

The  President  deela-ed  the  motion  Ion,  a  doubt 
was  rai-e.l,  the  Council  divided,  and  it  appeared 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted. 

Mi-.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  that  tne  Council 
adjourn. 

The  Fresieent  —  The  motion  i-  no!  necessary. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  AVard  7,  moved  that  the  roll  be 
called  to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  were  present. 

The  President— That  motion  is  not  necessary. 
The  Clerk  will  proceed  to  call  the  roll,  that  it  may 
be  ascertained  if  a  quorum  is  present. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  calling  of  the  roll  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7  said — 

As  there  are  gentlemen  in  the  lobby,  I  move 
that  the  City  Messenger  be  requested  to  invite 
them  to  come  in. 

The  President— Any  member  coming  in  before 
the  result  is  declared  will  have  his  name  called. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  for  the  .ailing  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Leach  of  AVard  10,  who  is  within 
sound  of  vour  voice. 

The  President— All  members  of  the  Council  will 
please  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ask  if  we  have  not  power 
to  -end  for  absent  members? 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  solving  the 
doubt  whether  or  not  a  quorum  is  present.  It 
appears  that  thirty-six  gentlemen  have  answered 
to  their  names. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  think  I  heaiM  the  Chair  say  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  make  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  President— The  Chair  so  stated.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  that  in  the  absence  of  a  quo- 
rum there  is  no  necessity  lor  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  adjourn  the 
Council  without  such  a  motion,  and  in  all  parlia- 
mentary assemblies  where  a  quorum  is  fixed- 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  so  understood  the  ruling 
of  the  (hair.    I  now  raise  the  point  of  order— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  not  discuss 
it  until  the  Chair  has  first  decided  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5—1  think  I  have  a  right  to 
state  mv  reasons. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  the  first  right. 
The  gentleman  has  the  right  to  raise  a  point  of 
order,  and  the  Chair  decides  it;  then  the  gentle- 
man has  the  right  to  appeal,  and  the  Chair  has  the 
right  to  discuss  the  question.  Although  there  is 
no  Council  present,  the  Chair  rules  that  the  point 
of  order  is  not  well  taken,  and  the  Chair  so  rules 
upon  the  best  authority  in  the  United  States 
— the  only  court  authority — -which  is  ''Cush- 
ing's  Manual  cf  Law  arid  Practice  of  Leg- 
islative Assemblies."  In  article  361,  page 
147,  the  whole  subject  is  fully  explained.  The 
Chair  will  read  it  for  the  information  of  members 
and  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It  applies 
entirely  to  legislative  practice  in  the  United  States, 
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is  not  then  in  a  condition  to  decide  any 
question.  The  only  thing  that  can  be  done,  in 
such  an  emergency 'is  for  the  presiding  officer,  or 
the  Clerk,  if  the  former  is  not  present,  to  declare 
without  putting  the  question  thereupon,  that  the 
assembly  stands  adjourned  until  the  next  sitting 
day.  This  is  as  effectual,  to  continue  the  session 
as  an  adjournment  on  question,  and  the  assembly 
is  as  regularly  appointed  to  meet  on  the  next 
sitting  day  as"  it  would  be  by  its  own  order.  This 
rule,  which  is  derived  from  the  practice  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  only  applies  to  those  assem- 
blies, which  like  that  house  have  a  fixed  quorum, 
but  no  power  of  dispensing  with  the  wani  of  one, 
or  of  proceeding  upon  anything  in  its  absence. 
The  States,  in  which  the  legislative  assemblies  are 
of  this  character,  and  to  which  consequently  .the 
rule  applies,  are  those  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts,  New  York  and  North  Caro- 
lina. 

In  these  assemblies,  therefore,  the  chair  is  not 
generally  to  be  taken  by  the  presiding  officer,  and 
the  assembly  called  to  order  until  a  quorum  is 
present.  If  no  time  has  been  fixed  upon  before- 
hand for  the  meeting,  the  presiding  officer  should 
wait  a  reasonable  time;  and  tnen,  if  a  quorum 
does  not  appear  to  be  present,  he  should  take  the 
chair  for  the  purpose,  and  declare  the  assembly 
adjourned  until  the  ivxt  sitting  day,  witnout  a 
question.  If  the  presiding  officer  should  not  hap- 
pen to  be  present,  the  declaration  should  be  made 
by  the  clerk.  In  this  case,  the  adjournment  does 
not  take  place  in  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  mem- 
bers assembled,  but  in  virtue  of  the  principle  that 
the  assembly,  when  once  constituted,  continues  as 
of  couise  to  meet  every  legislative  day,  until  dis- 
solved. If  an  hour  has  teen  fixed  for  the  meeting, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  hour  a  sufficient 
number  is  not  present,  the  assembly  is  adjourned 
until  the  next  sitting  day,  in  the  manner  just 
stated. 

"But  in  all  the  legislative  assemblies  in  this 
country,  except  tho-e  ia  the  States  enumerated, 
the  rule  is  different.  In  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  those  of  the  other  States 
not  above  enumerated,  while  the  quorum  of  each 
is  thereby  fixed,  it  is  expressly  provided  that  a 
less  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day.  In 
these  assemblies,  therefore,  the  chair  may  be 
taken  precisely  at  the  moment  fixed  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  assembly,  without  waiting  for  the 
presence  of  a  Quorum;  and  the  assembly,  then, 
however  few  there  may  be  present,  is  coinpetent 
to  adjourn  itself  on  question  to  the  next  sitting 
day.  The  assembly,  being  thus  competent  to  ad- 
journ itself  or  not  to  adjourn,  as  the  members 
present  may  think  proper,  the  authority  of  the 
presiding  officer  to  declare  an  adjournment  with- 
out a  question  is,  of  course,  suspended.  The  rule 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  the  Speaker  shall  take  the 
chair  precisely  at  the  hour  to  which  the  House 
stands  adjourned,  and  that  body,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, has  authority  to  act  upon  the  question  of 
adjournment  without  a  quorum." 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  chair  is  not 
to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with 
business,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
adjourning,  if  a  less  number  is  competent  to  do 
so,  until  a  quorum  is  present ;  so,  if  the  number 
of  members  present  at  any  time  during  the  sitting 
falls  below  the  requisite"  number,  business  is  at 
once  suspended.  If,  therefore,  it  appears  on  a 
division,  or  if  notice  is  taken  by  any  member,  that 
a  quorum  is  not  present,  it  then  becomes  the  im- 
mediate duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  count  the 
members,  arid  if  they  do  not  amount  to  a  quorum 
to  suspend  all  further  proceedings  until  the  requi- 
site number  comes  in,  or  to  adjourn  the  assembly 


itself,  the  presiding  officer  has  no  authority  to 
declare  an  adjournment,  but  must  wait  for  a  mo- 
tion for  that  purpose." 

The  President— The  principle  is  that  a  body 
which  has  a  number  fixed  by  law  necessary  to 
constitute  a  quorum,  cannot  act,  cannot  vote, 
even  upon  the  question  of  adjournment,  or  upon 
a  call  of  the  house,  any  more  than  it  can  transact 
any  other  business,  without  a  quorum,  unless 
expressly  empowed  by  law  to  do  so.  It  is  in- 
competent, it  ceases  to  be  a  body,  the  moment  it 
falls  below  that  fixed  number.  Legislative  bodies 
are  not  legislative  bodies  when  tney  fall  below 
that  number,  unless  some  authority  of  law  is  con- 
ferred upon  them  to  vote  upon  those  questions. 
In  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  1  find  no 
such    power     conferred,    and     although    I    am 
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aware  it  may  have  been  the  practice  to  act 
as  if  they  had  that  i>c\ver.  the  practice  i-  not 
good.  In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
this  principle  was  recognized,  and  a  sectijn 
was  inserted  empowering  a  less  number 
than  a  quorum  in  "each  branch  of  Congress 
to  vote  upon  a  call  of  the  house  or  adjourn- 
ment. In  those  bodies  less  than  a  quorum  can 
rote  upon  the  question  of  adjournment,  and 
can    compel    the    attendance    of    absent    mem- 
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of  a  quorum." 

The  President— The  chair  would  suggest  that 
that  does  not  apply  to  this  body,  because  here  a 
less  number  than  a  quorum  is  not  authorized  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  when  the  Chair  did  me  the  honor  to  say  tome 
that  "the  gentleman  will  take  his  seat,"  which  he 
had  no  right  to  do,  1  did  ta  lie  rav  seat  out  of  respect 
for  the  Chair  and  myself.  The  Chair  then  r 


said,  "The  gen 
the  beginning, 
"want  of  know! 
to  say  to  the  C 
then  and  I  do 
statement  of 
spend,     lie  he 

mher  at  Mm 

The  Presi  lei 
standing  the  < 
not  apply  bis 
Chair  intended 
gentleman's  pi 
and  speaking;: 


if  order  from 
from  his 
w."  I  beg 
no  excuse 
.  voluntary 
uld  not  ro- 
ll   humble 

misunder- 


charitably   excused   on    account   of   his  want  of 

knowledge  of  parliamentary  law  rather  thru  of  in- 
tentional disorder:  because  the  gentleman  should 
know  thai,  whi-n  called  to  order  by  the  Chair, 
there  is  only  one  of  two  things  for  him  to  do — 
;  to  order  at  once,  or  appeal  from 


any    small 


th'e  de   '   i  ai  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Shaw— 1  shall  not  c 
statement,  and  1  presume  that  the  Chair  does  not, 
for  I  presume  that  the  intention  of  the  Chair  was 
good.  I  was  going  to  state  that  I  wrote  to  the  pres- 
ent Speaker  of  the  rVou.se  of  Representatives  and 
other  eminent  presiding  officers,  and  have  received 
letters  from  nearly  all  of  them  indorsing  ihe  po- 
sition I  have  taken. 

Mr  Shaw  lead  letters  from  Hon.  John  E.  San- 
ford,  Speaker  of  the  r.tas.vachnae.ts  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; Hon.  H.  II.  Coolidae,  ex-President 
of  the  State  Senate ;  Hon.  John  A.  Goodwin  of 
Lowell,  ex-Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House 
of '  Representatives ;  Hon.  James  M.  Stone  of 
Charle-town,  ex-Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives,  and  S.  TT.  <-J-iftord, 
Clerk  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate— all  of  whom 
state.!  that  they  had  never  known  a  presiding 
officer  to  declare  a  body  adjourned  without 
a  vote  first  being  .aken.    M\\  :  '.haw  conciii-n  ;— 

So  much  for  so  far.    1  have    written   :  >    e.-arly 
every  ex-Speaker  of  tlr   :     ■ 
ideht  of  the  Senate,  from  all    if  whom    :  ili 

thu-;  fai    eceii  have  not 

time  to  read  but  a 

the  prac  ice  ofth  i  of  Repre- 

sental   ,  ■    .  .    no       .     ' 

have  do  i  e  ire  to  n  a    quarrel  ore  f 

tious  opposition  to    he  i  !in  r;  when  I  i 

that  my  personal  rights  have  been  invaded,  i 
should  consider  nijself  less  r-han  a.  man,  and  I 
think,  sir,  you  would  think  me  less  than  a  man,  if 
I  did  not  rise  in  my  place  and  slate  what  I  helieve 
to  be  true.    I  bclie'v   tii  i •  ,    men     er  has  cer- 

tain rights  upon  this  floor,  and  that  it  is  an  arbi- 
trary assumption  of  power— ami  1  say  it  with 
due  respect— for  a  pic-i.!in<g  ■•Hi  er  u>  this 
body  to  declare  thi    i  ouncil  anion,  eed  without  a 


be  controllc 


self 
have 
in  lc 
the  1 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    3,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M . 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer — Winslow  B.  Lucas. 

Promotion  in  Police  Department— Timothy  A. 
Hurley  for  Sergeanc  of  Police. 

Special  Police  <  (ffieers— David  Kellogg,  India 
wharf;  Daniel  W.  Tyler.  Second  Church,  Boylston 
street;  C.  D.  Fowles,  old  South  Church;  Andrew 
J.  Berry,  West  street  and  its  vicinity;  Joseph  S. 
Paget.  Boston  wharf;  Stephen  A.  Coleman,  Chrrity 
Building,  Chardon  street;  Richard  Purdy,  Camp- 
bell &  Brooks's  yard,  East  Boston. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  were  considered  as  follows : 

On  expediency  of  removing  railroad  tracks  from 
Washington  street  between  Cornhill  and  Dock 
square,  from  Dock  square  and  Union  street.  No 
objections  and  order  recommitted  to  Committee 
on' Paving. 

On  petition  of  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee  for  leave  to 
locate  anil  use  steam  engine  at  corner  of  Columbia 
anu  Lincoln  streets.  No  objections  and  recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Oneida 
street:  and  in  a  passageway  west  of  Albany  street, 
between  Newton  and  Stoughton  streets.  No  ob- 
jections and  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Halsey  J.  Boardman, 
for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage  given  to  the  town 
of  Roxbury  by  B.  and  J.  H.  Hawes  in  1813,  the 
conditions  therein  having  been  long  since  com- 
plied with. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  William  Dillaway, 
that  the  passageway  on  south  side  of  Eastern  ave- 
nue be  kept  unobstructed. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  it  al.,  that  reckless  and  rapid 
driving  be  prohibited  on  Brighton  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  P.  Morrill,  for  leave  to  move  and  oc- 
cupy a  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Cypress 
street.  Ward  17. 

E.  F.  Brown,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Hayward  street.  Ward  14. 

L.  A.  Lyon  et  al.,  that  the  nuisance  caused  by' 
steam  whistles  on  factories  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chester  park  may  be  abated. 

Renrv  Auderer,"  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  corner  of  Washington 
and  Rockland  streets,  Ward  17. 

John  McSheon,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for   two  horses  on  Sheldon  street. 

P.  H.  Rogers,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble, for  two  horses  on  Ward  street,  No.  15. 

John  String,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  a  new  street  off  Washing- 
ington  street,  near  Rockland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Joseph  Ham  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Marcella  street,  near  Centre 
street. 

To  the  Committee  onPaving.  Webster  &  Co., 
et  al.,  for  leave  to  place  telegraph  poles  in  Afford 
street,  Charlestown. 

Thomas  Good,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Newbern  street. 

William  D.  Urann  et  al.,  that  Midland  street  be 
put  in  order. 

Henry  A.  Whitnev  et  al.,  that  Devonshire  street, 
from  State  to  Water  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Timothy  Cain,  that  edgestones  be  set  in  George 
.street,  from  .Magazine  street,  to  Hampden  street. 

F.  A.  Richardson  et  al .,  that  Waltham  street  be 
paved  with  wood  from  Washington  street  to  Har- 
rison avenue. 

Frank  A.  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Athens  street,  be- 
tween A  and  li  streets,  be  put  in  order. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Andrew  F.  Allen 
et  al.,  producers,  that  the  city  buy  or  hire  the  land 
now  used  for  a  produce  market  between  Central 
and  India  wharves. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

""Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  pave  gut- 
ters and  lay  sidewalks  on  Prentiss  street,  between 
Trcmont .  aiid  Parker  streets.     Passed. 
Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 


stones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  Longwood  avenue 
from  Parker  street  to  Brookline  avenue.     Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutteis  on  Parker  street  from 
Heath  to  Centre  street,  on  Heath,  Albert  and 
Bromley  streets,  and  on  Bromley  park.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Brookline 
avenue  from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to 
Maple  avenue,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S12,000. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  ot  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  and  lay  gutters  anil  crosswalks  on  Brook- 
line  avenue  from  Longwood  avenue  to  Francis 
street,  and  on  Francis  street  from  Longwood  av- 
enue to  Binney  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Alfred  Lingham  sjoo,  for  grade 
damages  at  275  Rugglcs  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Mieets  to  lay  side- 
walks on  Medford  street,  charlestown,  from  num- 
ber 458  to  464,  inclusive.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  on 
William  E.  Woodward,  Budget  McCawley  and 
Lucinda  Dodge.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Clark  P».  Wood  Sicorio,  for  Lever- 
ett-strcet  land  damages,  and  II.  &  F.  L.  Lee  S12sr,, 
for  Lincoln-street  (Boston)  land  damages.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

Order  to  pay  Graham  Hall  S5991.50,  for  Wash- 
ington-street land  damages.    Passed.1 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  S.  Little  et  al.,  for  the  extension  of 
the  Are  limits.    Referred,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  sr>o  for  repairs,  etc.,. 
on  armory  of  Company  H.  Fifth  Infantry.  Passed 
—yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public.  Grounds  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  purchasing  certain  adjoining  estates  to  Orchard 
park,  for  the  purpose  'of  improving  said  park. 
Passed. 

Order  for  painting  and  furnishing  rooms  of  the 
city  officers  at  3D  Peinberton  square.     Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  William  Clark  &  Co. 
to  erect  a  wooden  coal  fhed  on  Boylston  street, 
Ward  17.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  an  application  to  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners to  build  a  solid  structure  across  South 
Bay,  as  authorized  by  law.    Passed. 

Order  to  place  the  Haven  lot,  on  Clifton  street, 
in  charge  of  Committee  on  Paving,  till  said  street 
is  extended.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  City  Solicitor  to  examine  the  title 
to  the  territory  on' Fort  Hill  called  Washington 
square,  and  report  as  to  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council  to  prescribe  its  mode  of  use  by  the  Manu- 
facturers'Exchange,  as  recited  in  chapter  55  of 
the  statutes  of  1867.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY   OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk.    Report  for  quarter  ending  July  31 — 

Received    for   recording    mortgages   of    personal 

property,  $973.47;   licenses  ol  billiard  tables,  $45(1; 

licenses'  of  auctioneers,  $72 :    licenses  of  intelli- 

fence  offices,  slit— total  paid  into  City  Treasury, 
1550.47.    Report  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Faiicxit  Hall  Market.  Re- 
port for  quarter  ending  July  31— Received  for  rent 
of  stalls,  $13,339.75;  cellars,  $(1920.25 ;  permanent 
outside  stands,  s<;'.i;i. 75;  weighing  at  market  scales, 
$97.35;  stalls  in  new  market,  §3792;  cellars  in  now 
market,  $1899;  from  India-wharf  Market,  $5071. S7 
— total  received  and  paid  into  Oitv  Treasury,  $32,- 
413.97.    Placed  on  file. 

Beard  of  Health.  Communication  in  response 
to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  Aug. 
1,  that  in  their  opinion  the  crowded  condi- 
tion of  Scollay's  square  will  not  warrant  the 
establishinc  nt  of  it  urinal  on  the  spot  formerly  oc- 


street  nor  the  cemetery  could,  with  propriety,  be 
encroached  upon.  They  approve  the.  location  on 
Boylston  street,  near  Boylston  Market,  and  be- 
lieve there  is  need  of  one  there.  They  therefore 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  place  urinals  in 
Scollay's  square  or  between  Park -street  Church 
and  Trcmont  House,  but  ask  leave  to  place  one  in 
Boylston  street,  near  the  Boylston  Market. 

Referred  to  the  Committees  on  Health  and  Pav- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Fin  Commissioners.  Communication  request- 
ing that  the  necessary  orders  be  passed  to  enable 
them  to  extend  the  lire  alarm  and  police  tele- 
graph to  Ward  19  (Brighton). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Street  Commissioners.  Resolve  and  order  for 
the  widening  of  North  Centre  street  at  Hanover 
street  bv  taking  1102  square  feet  of    land    belong- 


AUGUST      3,       1874 


472 


ing  to  Asher  Ratshesky,  at  ten  dollars  per  foot, 
the  total  expense  being  si  1,020. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

REPOETS  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 
By  Alderman  Worthiugton.for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  recom- 
mending the  grant  ing  of  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stable-,  as  follows  :  G.  Tiild,  Dorchester  avenue, 
near  Garden  street;  Calvin  A.  Richards,  corner 
Northampton  and  Reed  streets:  Eastern  Railroad 
Company,  Second  street,  Ward  20;  John  L.  Mer- 

fuire.  H>-pital  wharf,  on  Charles  street;  Rohert 
reat  Paine,  Jr.,  on  land  between  Halleck  street 
and  Bo-ton  &  Providence  Railroad;  William  G. 
Thacher  (to  move  and  alter),  Alleghany  street, 
Ward  15;  John  H.  C'lapp,  rear  of  -uo  Main  street, 
Charlestown ;  F.  L.  Smith.  l.'S  Ataveriek  street; 
John  Elms,  in  rear  of  Decatur  street;  South  Bos- 
tou  Railroad  Company,  brick  car-house  and  stable 
on  Sixth  street,  between  0  and  P  streets.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

By  Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Library,  to  whom  was  referred  a  request  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Dorchester  Branch— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  Ward  16  for  the  Dorchester  Branch  of 
th  Public  Library,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  Renewed- Henry  J. 
Lefevre,  corner  Parker  and  Tremont  street. 

Application  for  Hack  License  Refused— M.  J. 
Alahoney,  for  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Water  and 
Congress  streets. 

Application  for  Amusement  License  Refused- 
James  H.  AleFarlane,  to  exhibit  a  large  whale  on 
Dartmouth  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Nelson  E.  Young, 
to  exhibit  a  Bunch  and  Judy  show  at  175  Court 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Graneed— Bailey  &  Marshall, 
114  Sudbury  street;  J.  J.  Murphy,  115  Court 
street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— John  M.  Wat- 
son, transferred  from  134  Washington  street  to  171 
Tremont  street. 

Application  for  Victualler's  License  Refused— 
Crowley  &  Dwyer,  6  and  8  Eliot  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Alexander  M. 
Muuroe,  109  Chauncy  street;  James  Page,  1104 
Washington  street:  John  Jones,  30  Castle  "street ; 
Matthew  Anthes,  290  Broadway;  George  W.  Hill, 
124  Harrison  avenue. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted— Burnham  & 
Beekman,  7S  Essex  street;  Edward  Franey,  78 
Marginal  street. 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Secoud-hand  Articles  Grant- 
ed—A. Buitekan,  144  Essex  street ;  Solomon  Jacobs, 
801  Tremont  street. 

Pawnbrokers'    License   Transferred— J.     Rufus 
Long,  13  Brattle  square,  to  David  H.  Cunningham. 
AVagon  Licenses  Granted— John  Moore,  72  Chel- 
sea  street;  A.   A.   Waterman   and  eight  others 
(transfers). 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— J.  H.  Diman, 
058  Washington  street. 

License   for    Intelligence    Office  Transferred- 
Airs.  Alartha  H.  Basoni,  1  AVaverleyHouse,  to  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Gardner,  :>  Alain  street,  Charlestown. 
Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  same  committee 
—Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  J.  H.  llatlionie,  for  leave  to  establish  a 
line  of  coaches  between  Charlestown  and  Bar- 
num's  Hippodrome. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman Bigelow  stated  that  Mr,  Hathorne  desired 
to  run  his  coaches  through  Fremont  street  and  to 
maintain  the  same  line  after  the  departure  of  the 
Hippodrome;  the  committee  could  not  grant  this, 
in  view  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  streets, 
and  reported  leave  to  withdraw  at  his  own  re- 
quest. To  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  Alder- 
man Bigelow  said  the  route  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee was  the  present  one  to  Eliot  street  and 
thence  to  the  Hippodrome  via  Park  square  and 
Boylston  street. 

A  motion  to  table  the  report,  made  by  Alder- 
man Harris,  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbms  said  he  had  agreed  to  the  re- 
port, but  thought  the  coaches  should  have  the 
same  rights  in  the  streets  as  the  horse 
cars,   especially   when   they   charged   less    fare 


and  accommodated  the  public.  He  saw  by  print- 
ed documents  on  the  table  that  an  addition  of 
twenty -four  cars  per  hour  was  to  be  made  to  the 
present  numbe-  on  AVashingtou  and  Tremont 
streets ;  he  believed  Air.  Hathorne  entitled  to  the 
same  consideration. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  same  committee- 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Charles  T. 
Bean  to  convey  passengers  from  Charlestown 
through  Causeway.  Levereit,  Charles  and  Bovls- 
ton  streets  to  Barhum's  Hippodrome,  to  return  by 
same  route,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  ten  cents  each 
way  per  passenger ;  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
first  day  of  September  next  only. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Thomas 
Jones  to  run  two  exclusion  wagons  from  Rowe'S 
wharf,  through  Oliver,  High  or  Purchase,  Sum- 
mer, Kingston.  Kneeland,  Eliot,  ''ark  square  and 
Boylston  streets,  to  Barman's  Hippodrome,  to  re- 
turn by  the  same  route,  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  ten  cents  each 
wax  per  pa-scnger:  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
1st  dav  of  September  next  only. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  F.  H.  AVel- 
lington  and    G.  A.  Colman   to   run   two  covered 
wagons  from    Bowdoin    square,   through  Court, 
State.  Broad  or  India  streets,  to  India  or  Rowe's 
wharves,  and  through  Atlantic  avenue  or  Court, 
State  and  Commercial  streets,  to  Lewis  wharf,  to 
return  by  the  same  route,  for   the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  ten  cents  each 
way  per  passenger ;  this  license  to  continue  to  the 
1st  "day  of    October. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
By   Alderman   Cutter,   for  the    Committee   on 
Paving- 
Report  recommending  leave   to   withdraw   on 
petition  of  heirs  of  Alarm  Dunmore,  to  be  paid  for 

frade  damages  on  AVashingtou  stieet,  Ward  16. 
-ccepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
the  Aliddlesex  Railroad  company  for  the  right  to 
enter  upon  and  use  the  "circuit"  so  caUed— Re- 
port recommending  the  pa-sage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order : 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  Aliddlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, praying  that  they  may  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  horses 
and  cars  the  "circuit"  so  called,  being  that  part  of 
the  location  and  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  laid  in  AVashingtou  street,  from 
Cornhill  to  Boylston  stieet,  and  in  said  Boylston 
street  to  Tremont  street,  and  in  said  Tremont 
street  to  said  Cornhill,  and  after  due  notice  and 
hearing  thereon,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Aliddlesex  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  the  right,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
law,  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their  horses 
and  cars  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  located  ami  laid  in  Washington  street, 
betweeu'Cornhill  and  Boylston  street,  and  in  said 
Boylston  street  between  said  Washington 
street  and  Tremont  street,  and  in  said 
Tremont  stieet  between  said  Boylston  street  and 
said  Cornhill,  and  also  the  tracks  in  Temple  place. 
The  right  to  enter  upon  and  use  the  said  tracks 
granted  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that 
the  number  of  cars  or  trips  run  by  said  -Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  over  said  circuit  shall  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  iu  any  one  hour.  Also,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  said  Aliddlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany shall  accept  this  order,  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  and  condi- 
tions herein  contained,  and  tile  said  acceptance 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date 
of  its  passage;  otherwise,  ii  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  as  the  people  of  Charlestown  were 
very  anxious  to  be  accommodated  in  getting  to 
the  Hippodrome. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  how  it  is  proposed  to  run 
one  line  of  cars  up  Washington  street  from  Tem- 
ple place  to  Boylston  stieet,  as  this  order  contem- 
plates, while  at  the  same  time  the  Highland  cars 
run  down  Washington  street  from  Eliot  street  to 
Temple  place,  where  there  is  only  one  track? 

Alderman  Cutter— During  certain  hours  of  the 
day  the  cars  have  to  go  through  Temple  place  and 
at  other  times  through  Boylston  street.  Theroads 
accommodate  each  other  as  to  the  time. 

Alderman  Hall— Who  has  the  right  of  way?  and 
how  is  it  arranged?    and    how    are  the  public  to 
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know  whether  ihev  are  going  to  run  through  lioyl- 
ston  street  or  Temple  place?  "What  I  want  to  get 
at  is  how  the  committee  came  to  this  conclusion. 

Alderman  Cutter— There  would  be  no  dispute 
about  the  right  of  way  if  all  the  ears  are  running 
in  the  same  direction. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  see  that  they  run  the 
same  way  at  the  same  time.  The  Legislature 
granted  the  Highland  En il road  the  light  to  run 
down  Tremont  street  to  Eliot,  through  Eliot  to 
"Washington  street,  and  down  "Washington  street 
to  Temple  place  to  Tremont  street.  Now  the 
committee  have  proposed  to  allow  one  line  to  run 
one  way  and  another  in  an  opposite  direction  on 
this  single  track,  and  they  do  not  tell  us  which 
road  has  the  right  of  way. 

Alderman  Cutter— The*  general  railroad  law  de- 
fines that  when  one  company  enters  upon  the 
track  of  another  it  must  conform  to  the  rules  and 
run  its  cars  in  the  same  direction  that  the  other 
does. 

Alderman  Emery — I  was  not  aware  till  I  saw  this 
report  on  my  desk  that  it  was  coming  up  today.  I 
hope  the  committee  have  properly  considered  the 
subject  and  that  everything  is  provided  for,  so 
that  business  will  not  be  done  in  an  irregular 
manner.  I  hope  the  committee  will  he  able  to  ex- 
plain even-thing  satisfactorily. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  petition  has  been  before 
us  two  months,  and  we  have  repented  on  it  in  the 
time  required  by  the  rules.  I  asked  to  have  it 
take  its  second  reading,  in  order  that  the  people 
of  the  Charlestown  District  might  be  accommo- 
dated. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this 
order,  if  this  prapo-ition  is  agreeable  to  the  rail- 
road companies.  But  it  must  I"'  apparent  to  every 
observer  of  the  condition  of  Washington  and  Tre- 
mont streets,  between  Boylston  street  and  Seol- 
lay's  square,  that  they  arc  overcrowded  with  teams 
and  cars,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  run  twenty- 
four  more  cars  an  hour  round  tlii-i  circuit.  I  can- 
not see  how  we  shall  be  able  to  do  this  unless  we 
widen  Tremont  street,  and  require  the  cars  using 
this  circuit  to  run  through  from  one  extreme 
point  of  the  city  to  another,  charging  but  a  sin- 

fle  fare  for  the  whole  distance.  I  think  the  time 
as  got  to  come  when  the  city  of  Boston  has  got 
to  own  those  tracks,  charge  toll  for  the  cars  and 
control  them,  so  that  they  shall  be  run  from  one 
extreme  point  to  another,  for  it  is  evident  that 
these  cars  cannot  all  go  round  this  circuit  and  de- 
prive citizens  of  the  use  of  those  streets.  If  there  ' 
is  anything  the  citizens  have  a  right  to,  it  is  the 
uninterrupted  use  of,  and  unobstructed  passage 
through,  the  streets. 

Alderman  Peters— I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  fact  that  tne  order  provides  that 
it  shall  be  done  "until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen."  The  cars  will  all  .un  in 
the  same  direction. 

Alderman  Hall— This  order  before  us  permits 
the  Middlesex  Eailroad  cars  to  enter  upon  the 
tracks  in  Washington  street  above  Cornhill,  as 
far  as  Boylston  street,  and  also  in  Bovlston  street, 
Temple  place  and  Tien, onl  street.  The  order  on 
our  table  permits  the  ears  of  the  Highland  Street 
Eailroad  to  n-e  tin-  rr:ick»  between  Boylston  street 
and  Cornhill.  If  that  is  not  running  two  lines  in 
opposite  directions  '.  cannot  read  right. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  of  vastly  more  impor- 
tance for  us  to  act  undei  -tandinglv  upon  this  mat- 
ter than  that  we  should  burn  to  accommodate 
the  people  of  Charlestown  who  wish  to  attend 
Barnum's  Hippodrome.  I  have  not  had  time  to 
examine  the  report,  and  am  not  prepared  to  vote, 
upon  it.  Unless  there  is  some  necessity  to  have  it 
passed  today,  I  hope  it  will  lie  over,  that  members 
w  ill  have  an  opportunin  to  examine  ii. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  this  matter  ought  to 
be  as  well  understood  now  as  it  ever  will  be, "with- 
out being  laid  over  a,  week  or  two  longer.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  well  known  that  the  Highland  cars  al- 
wavs  run  through  Tremont  street  to  Temple  pla^e, 
and  thence  to  Washington  street,  except  when 
accommodating  the  other  roads.  There  is  also  an 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  see  if  they 
cannot  revise  the  routes  of  all  those  roads  and 
propose- a  nlan  similar  to  that  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  111  thinks  we  shall  have  to  come 
to.  The  people  of  Charlestown  should  have  ac- 
commodations to  get  as  far  as  Boylston  street, 
and  there  is  no  such  danger  to  be  apprehended 
as  was  suggested  by  the  Alderman  on  my  left. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
jng-;  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  for  the  right 


to  enter  upon  and  use  the  circuit— Report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of   the  aceompanving  order: 

Upon  the  petition  of  the-  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way Company-praying  that  thevmav  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  their 
horses  and  ears  that  part  of  the  location  am!  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Companv  laid  in 
Tremont  street,  from  Temple  place  to  Cornhill, 
and  in  said  Cornhill  to  Washington  street,  and  in 
said  Washit  gton  street  to  said  Temple  place,  and 
after  clue  notice  and  hearing  thereon,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  shall  have  the  right,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  and  until  otherwise'  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  to  enter  upon  and  use  with 
their  horses  and  ears  the  tracks  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  located  and  laid  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  the  easterly  track  located  and  laid  in 
Tremont  street  from  Temple  place  to  Cornhill, 
and  in  said  Cornhill  to  "Washington  street,  and  in 
said  "Washington  street  from  Cornhill  to  said 
Temple  place.  The  right  to  enter  upon  and  use 
the  said  tracks  granted  by  this  order  is  upon  the 
condition  that  the  number  of  cars  or  trips  run  by 
said  Highland  Street  Railwav  Company  over  said, 
circuit  shall  not  exceed  twelve  in  any*  one  hour. 
Also  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  shall  accept  this  order, 
and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions and  conditions  herein  contained,  and  file 
said  acceptance  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty 
days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise  it  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Alderman  Power  mo"ed  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks— Is  the  necessity  for  passing 
this  order  today  the  same  as  was  urged  for  the 
other— that  people  may  get  to  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome ? 

Alderman  Power— It  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  same  necessity  exists  for  the  pa- 
trons of  this  road  getting  down  town,  as  there  is 
for  the  citizens  ,>f  Chailestown  to  get  up  town.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  the  measure  will  facilitate 
travel  on  Tremont  street,  and  avoid  the  blocks 
that  occur  in  turning  off  and  on  Tremont  or  "Wash- 
ington street.  If  they  continue  on  with  the  rest  of 
the  cars  there  will  be' less  trouble. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  the  more 
cars  you  get  the  more  liable  you  are  to  have 
blocks.  If  you  are  going  to  allow  twenty-four 
cars  an  hour  additional,  there  will  be  a  great 
many  mere  blocks  than  lief  ore. 

The  order  was  read  tv  ice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  to 
pav  for  grade  damages  as  follows:  Heirs  of 
Charles  Thompson,  s.'isiid,  i;  and  s  Central  street; 
Susan  Crow  lev,  s-'iin.  :s'_'f.  Uuggies  street;  Jacob 
Mlcilcr.  spin,  ;jl'.-;  Buggies  street;  .Michael  Mulean, 
$350,326  and  328  Buggies  street.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  square  at  the  intersection  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  Dorchester  street  and  Boston 
street  with  small  granite  blocks;  and  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalks  on 
saic;  square. and  to  report  to  this  Hoard  a  schedule 
of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  anil  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supcriutc  ndent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  the  westerly- side  of  Walnut 
avenue,  from  Townsend  street  to  Egleston  square, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  and   setting   said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Lucius 
A.  Bigelow  to  extend  a  wire  rope  across  Foundry 
street,  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester  avenue,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  connection  with  the 
steam  power  in  Tul'ts's  elevator  building,  upon 
condition  that  he  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  holding  the  city  harmless  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  oil 
account  of  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  ex- 
tending or  maintaining  said  rope  across  said 
street;  also  upon  condition  that  said  Rig-clow 
shall  remove  said  rope  when  ordered  so  to  do  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
numbered  1  on  First  street,  .South  Boston,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  there- 
of. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  the- citv  stable  lot  on  Highland 
street:  one-half  the  expenses  thereof  to  be  charged 
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to  the  appropriation  for  Paving,  and  one-half  to 
tin-  appropriation  for  Health. 

Orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  one- 
half  the  sum  set  to  the  names  of  persons  in  an 
accompany  schedule,  for  furnishing:  and  set- 
ting edgestones  on  Brook  Avenue.  (Total  cost, 
§2249.60.) 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Dorchester  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Eighth  streets,  and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule 
of'the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Police— 

Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
nominations  for  police  ofiieers.  submitted  in  an 
executive  communication  of  .Inly  2..  1874,  except 
the  name  of  Jeremiah  B.  Sullivan.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  and  they  are  here  oy  authorized  to  locate  tele- 
graph lines,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  alarms  in 
case  of  fire,  from  the  City  Hall  to  the  Brighton 
District,  over  the  following  route,  namely:  Across 
Tremont  street  and  along  the  line  of  Pemberton 
square,  Somerset,  Bowdoin,  Mt.  Vernon,  Hancock, 
Joy,  Chestnut,  Spruce,  Charles,  Brimmer  and 
Beacon  streets,  Brighton  avenue.  North  Beacon, 
Cambridge  and  "Washington  streets,  "Ward  19;  and 
that  said  board  be  authorized  to  erect  poles  in  or 
along  the  lines  of  the  streets  wherever  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  locating  said  telegraph 
wires,  provided  that  the  location  of  the  poles 
within  the  lines  of  the  public  streets  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  approval  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Alderman  "Wortiiington  inquired  if  it  was  pro- 
posed to  set  them  on  the  side  of  the  Brighton 
road;  if  so  he  should  oppose  it,  as  there  would  be 
danger  of  accidents  during  the  sleighing  carnival. 
The  poles  should  be  placed  outside  of  the  road, 
near  the  fence. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  they  would  be  located  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  would  not  be 
placed  in  a  dangerous  position. 

Alderman  Wortiiington  thought  the  clanger  of 
accidents  was  very  great,  and  it  was  a  question 
whether  they  should  increase  the  number  of 
claims  for  damages.  The  Board  should  know 
beforehand  how  the  poles  are  to  be'located. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
have  the  Superintendent  of  St' eets  locate  them, 
as  the  agent  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters  did  not  think  the  Board  should 
delegate  their  power  as  Surveyors  of  Highways 
except  to  a  committee  of  the  Board.  He  moved 
to  amend  the  order  by  adding  the  words,  "under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving." 

Alderman  Hall  said  this  matter  ought  to  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  because  two  of  those 
gentlemen  are  members  of  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice, who  had  their  mounted  patrol  on  the  half- 
mile  ground  to  prevent  any  one  diiving  more  than 
four  miles  an  hour.  He  wanted  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  one  of  these  mounted  police  un- 
dertook to  stop  a  man  who  was  driving  quietly 
along  and  cut  his  reins. 

Alderman  Peters  raised  the  point  that  Alderman 
Hall's  remarks  were  not  germane  to  the  subject, 
and  therefore  out  of  order. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Peters  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

HOME  FOB  THE  POOB. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  took 
lip  the  special  assignment  for  5  1'.  M.,viz. :  Orders 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  S3S5.00I1, 
and  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  re- 
port an  order  providing  the  means.  The  question 
was  on  the  passage  of  the  orders 

Alderman  Power—  When  this  order  was  before 
the  Board  last  Monday, in  the  few  remarks  I  made 
or  the  subject  I  referred  to  the  present  state  of 
affairs  and  to  the  institutions  for  the  poor  as  they 
now  exist.  I  said  m  substance  that  the  present 
management  was  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
1  should  have  qualified  my  remarks,  as  the  infer- 
ence might  be  drawn  from  the  remark  that  I  was 
relleeting  upon  the  management  by  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions.  The  present  system  is  not 
their  fault,  inasmuch  as  I  believe  it  is  as  good  as  it 
can  be  with  the  limited  accommodations  at  their 
disposal.  1  think  it  is  important  that  this  matter 
should  be  acted  upon  this  year  for  many  reasons, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  better  arguments  for  it 


than  the  reasons  given  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  at  our  last  meeting.  The  communi- 
cations sent  to  this  Government  by  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  show  the  great  necessity  for 
additional  accommodations  and  for  a  new  Home 
for  the  Poor.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  no  more  suitable  time  to  erect  a  Home  for 
the  Poor  than  the  present,  owing  to  the  low  price 
at  which  labor  and  material  can  be  procured  and 
to  the  general  dulness  of  business.  For  these 
reasons  I  believe  that  the  institution  can  be  built 
from  the  plans  before  tis  fop  nearly  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars  less  than  the  amount  that  is 
asked  for.  No  one  doubts  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  I  need  not  say  anything  of  that.  Visit 
Deer  Island  and  see  how  the  poor  inmates  there 
are  associated  with  criminals;  unfortunate  crea- 
tures, whom  poverty  has  obliged  to  go  there,  are 
compelled  to  mingle  w  ith  the  vicious  and  deprav- 
ed; children  sent  there  for  truancy  are  associated 
with  thieves  of  the  most  vicious  kind.  No  one 
will  dispute  that  this  is  a  disgrace  to  the  commu- 
nity, or  that  we  should  take  steps  to  do  away  with 
such  a  state  of  affairs.  This  necessity  being  ac- 
knowledged, and  f lie  time  being  extremely  favor- 
able, I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  delayed,  but 
we  shall  vote  upon  it  today  and  concur  with  the 
Common  Council. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  suppose  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  any  extended  remarks  touch- 
ing this  matter.  There  are  and  can  be  but  two  ques- 
tions to  be  answered  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  as 
to  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  the  first  place, 
is  there  a  demand  for  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor? 
I  think  there  can  be  no  question  about  that.  It 
has  been  discussed  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  the  various  City  Governments;  it  was  brought 
before  the  Government  last  year ;  after  a  long  in- 
vestigation the  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  this 
lot  which  was  purchased  was  the  best,  and,  all 
things  considered,  the  most  desirable  and  best  lo- 
cated. Although  the  City  Council  was  long  in  com- 
ingto  that  conclusion,  thev  finally  passed  the  order 
by  a  very  large  majority. '  Thus  the  first  question 
was  decided.  The  next  question  to  answer  is 
whether  or  not  this  is  a  proper  time— whether  we 
cannot  build  to  better  advantage  this  year  than  at 
any  other  time.  If  there  is  a  demand  for  it — and  I 
have  no  question  but  that  all  the  members  of  this 
Board  have  come  to  that  conclusion— then  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  time.  The  city 
of  Boston  built  an  almshouse,  covering  9500  Ol- 
io.(ton  square  feet  of  land,  in  1824  or  about  that 
time;  that  building  is  standing  today,  and  in  my 
opinion  it  cannot  be  built  now  for  less  than  870  j- 
000.  "When  it  was  erected  the  population  of  Boston 
was  about  41.000 ;  now  it  is  nearly  seven  and  a  half 
times  that  number,  and  the  Cost  of  the  almshouse 
at  the  same  rate  per  capita  would  exceed  8500,000. 
Now,  as  I  understand  the  plans  proposed  at  the 
present  tune,  the  building  will  cover  :.i4,000  square 
feet,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  cost  will  fall  very 
much  below  the  estimates.  At  810  per  foot,  which 
I  think  is  a  liberal  estimate,  the  cost  would  be 
only  sn -10,0(10.  If  it  were  put  under  contract  to- 
day, I  think  the  cost  would  not  exceed  $300,000, 
if  it  exceeded  $8  per  foot,  which  would  be  s2?r,.0O0, 
or  thereabouts.  In  my  judgment,  it  will  not  go 
beyond  8300,000,  and  I  believe  it  will  fall  below 
that  sum.  The  price  of  labor  is  eonsiderahh  less 
than  it  has  been  heretofore,  and  materials  are  very 
much  below  anything  we  have  seen  for  several 
years  at  least.  "We  have  made  contracts  in  two  or 
three  cases  recently  where  the  o-tima'o-  had  been 
put  in  last.  vear.  and  we  found  that  thev  were  from 
25  to  33%  per  cent,  less  than  they  were  last  season. 
I  hone  the  Board  will  consider  it  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  that  this  matter  shall  be  taken  in  hand 
forthwith.  I  feel  that  there  will  be  no  time  when 
we  shall  have  so  go 
nity  as  the  present 
under  contract  now,  the  first  floor  can  be  covered 
in  this  year,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  cannot  be 
finished  ready  for  occupation  next  year. 

Alderman  Peters— Why  is  the  lot  in  AYard  17 
preferable  to  the  city's  lof  in  Winthrop? 

Alderman  Emery— That  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  various  City  (lovernments  previous 
to  the  present  one.  They  looked  over  it  carefully, 
and,  I  believe,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  tlie 


lot  was  purchased  after  a  very  long  trial  and  per- 
sonal examination  of  all  the  various  lots  then 
owned  by  the  city  ami  those  brought  forward  for 
this  special  object.  This  lot  was  secured  at  a  rate 
very  much  lower  than  the  sum  first  proposed,  and 
it  was  undoubtedly  purchased  at  a  low  figure.    It 
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has  always  lioon  acknowledged  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment  to  be  preferable,  anil  [  have  no  doubt  that 
three- fourths  of  the  people  of  Boston  would  select 
it  before  going  to  Winthrop. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  has  carefully 
avoided  giving an  answer  to  my  question.  What 
one  City  Coverninent  hasdone  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  do  the  same  thing-.  I  want  to  know  why 
the  Austin  farm  is  preferable  to  the  Winthrop 
farm. 

Alderman  Power— A  look  at  the  map  would  at 
once  convince  any  one.  The  Winthrop  lot  is  on 
the  seashore,  open  to  all  the  winds  that  blow  in 
winter,  and  that  is  the  principal  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  selected.  At  any  rate  the  Austin 
farm  has  been  bought  for  the  'purpose  and  paid 
for,  and  if  any  reason  never  existed  before  I  think 
that  should  lie  sufficient  now.  It  is  preferable  as 
to  comfort,  and  is  entirely  devoid  of  the  ob- 
jections brought  against  tlie  other  for  exposure. 
It  ha-,  been  said  that  we  cannot  cultivate  trees 
on  the   Winthrop  farm. 

Alderman  Brooks — Do  you  believe  that? 

Alderman  Power— I  do. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  do  not. 

Alderman  Power— I  know  it  has  been  tried  on 
several  similar  places  on  this  coast  and  did  not 
succeed.  If  it  is  any  argument  that  the  city  owns 
the  Winthrop  farm,  a  question  might  come  up 
here  as  to  which  would  be  the  best  place  to  put 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  upon.  One  argument 
for  the  Austin  farm  was  that  people  covtld 
get  out  there  to  see  their  friends  without  going 
off  the  main  land,  which  [think  -hould  have  some 
weight,  as  many  people  wish  to  visit  friends,  to 
whom  even  a  few  cents  for  ferry  tolls  is  a  burden. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  says  this  has 
been  acted  upon  by  various  Governments.  I  think 
that  until  last  year  the  Austin  farm  was  never 
before  this  Government,  and  the  question  of  the 
Winthrop  farm  was  never  before  this  Govern- 
ment previous  to  this.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing,  and 
knows  tlio  de-ii  liility  of  a  good  place  for  a  bath- 
house, such  a  one  as  you  could  have  attached  to 
the  Winthrop  farm.  There  you  have  ISO  acres  of 
upland,  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  vegetables, 
fruits,  shrubs  and  everything  of  that  kind  that 
grows,  and  the  products  of  that  locality  have  fre- 
quently taken  the  premium  at  .agricultural  fairs. 
I  admit  that  the  city  owns  the  Austin  farm,  but 
we  have  not  so  good  a  chance  to  get  rid  of  it  at 
cost,  except  by  cutting  it  up  into  house  lots,  while 
we  could  get  double  what  we  paid  for  the  Win- 
throp farm.  The  necessity  of  a  Homeforthe  Poor 
I  admit,  but  I  believe  the'advantage.s  of  locating 
it  in  Winthrop,  near  the  institutions  at  Deer 
Island  would  be  greater  than  at  the  Austin  farm. 
You  will  save  a  great  expense  by  having  the  same 
superintendent  and  other  officers,  and  taking 
criminals  there  to  work.  This  institution  will  re  • 
quire  a  new  set  of  officers,  several  of  which  may 
be  disponed  with  if  it  is  located  at  Winthrop. 
One  objection  which  the  gentleman  raise-  to  Win- 
throp is  the  toll  at  the  ferries.  I  contend  that  any 
one  section  af  this  city  should  not  have  to  pay 
tolls  to  reach  another  section.  Such  a  case  is  not 
on  record  anywhere  except  here.  I  can  see  where 
thousands  of  dollars  can  lie  saved  to  the  treasury 
of  Boston  by  locating  this  institution  at  Winthrop. 
They  say  the  Austin  farm  is  all  fenced  in.  It  is 
not  a  very  high  stone  wall,  and  if  you  have  pau- 
pers there  who  will  sometimes  get  over  that  fence 
and  go  off  and  get  drunk,  you  will  have  to  send  a 
carriage  for  them,  and  an  additional  fence  will  be 
needed,  which  will  entail  an  additional  expense. 
At  Winthrop  there  is  a  nice  seashore,  a  tine  place 
for  a  bathhouse,  w  Inch  is  necessary  for  the  health 
of  the  inmates.  There  is  also  the  advantage  of 
building  on  a  lol  which  cost  sl'S.D(ii).  instead  of  one 
that  cost  .£75.000— the  difference  in  the  interest 
would  be  quite  an  item.  The  Winthrop  farm 
was  considered  the  best  for  an  insane  hospital 
with  one  exception,  and  it  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote, 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  1872,  while  it  had 
passed  previously  in  both  branches,  but  by  some 
fault  in  the  wording  of  the  order  the  power  was 
not  given  the  directors  to  go  on  and  build.  I 
think  that  was  lxi;o  or  1870,  but  I  am  not  positive 
about  it.  The  gentleman  thinks  this  building- 
can  be  contracted  for  cheaper  now  than  later;! 
am  sure  that  six  months  from  now  you  can  con- 
tract for  as  much  less  than  you  can  now,  as  you 
can  now  for  less  than  six  months  ago.  I  believe 
we  have  not  seen  the  hardest  time  yet.  and  if  gen- 
tlemen will  be  content  to  wait,  I  think  we  can  get 
more  for  our  money  than  we  can  at  present. 


Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  suppose  gentlemen 
want  the  institution  in  an  unsuitable  locality.  If 
I  remember  aright  the  Winthrop  farm  was  re- 
ported upon  unfavorably  as  a  site  for  a  lunatic 
hospital,  for  sanitary  reasons;  but  as  a  measure 
of  economy  I  am  not  so  sure  but  it  would  be  best 
to  put  it  there,  for  the  poor  would  die  faster  there, 
if  that  is  what  the  gentleman  desires.  We  Should 
put  the  poor  in  a  pleasant,  agreeable  place,  such 
as  the  Austin  farm  is,  while  it  would  be  hard  for 
them  on  the  Winthrop  farm.  A  robust, 
hearty  man,  like   the  Alderman  from  Ward   1— 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  risk  my  life  there. 

Alderman  Emery— Might  subsist  there.  But 
you  take  a  poor,  sickly  man  and  I  think  it  would 
be  hard  for  him.  I  think  they  should  be  a  little 
farther  from  the  seashore. 

Alderman  Power — In  speaking  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  in  Winthrop,  I  alluded  to  the  hill 
and  not  to  the  valley.  Winthrop  is  quite  a  large 
town  and  some  parts  of  the  soil  are  prolific.  But 
a  great  portion  of  this  land  is  a  salt  marsh,  which 
is  flowed  over  at  high  tide.  On  the  high  portion 
of  it,  facing  the  sea,  trees  cannot  be  grown;  the 
experiment  has  been  tried  at  several  places  on  the 
coast  and  has  never  succeeded  yet.  The  meadow 
portion  would  have  to  be  graded  up  and  made 
into  dry  land.  It  will  cost  more  to  enclose  it  with 
a  fence  than  was  paid  for  the  Austin  farm.  But 
the  main  point  is  in  the  location— one  is  inland, 
and  easy  of  access,  and  the  other  on  a  bleak  sea- 
shore and  hard  to  reach. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hoped  that  I  should  have 
had  more  time  to  examine  this  matter,  but  I  have 
not,  having  been  absent  from  the  city  since  the 
last  meeting.  But  the  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  says  what  1  said  at  the  last  meeting 
was  a  good  argument  for  the  order.  I  fear  I  did 
not  make  in vself  perfectly  understood,  if  that  is 
the  case.  I  believe  in  Hie  separation  of  the  poor 
from  the  criminal  classes,  and  I  do  not  desire  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  location  as  between  the 
Austin  farm  and  Winthrop  farm,  although  I  have 
serious  misgivings  as  to  the  advisability  of  locat- 
ing the  Home  for  the  Pool  upon  this  Austin  farm. 
But  what  is  strongest  with  me  is  the  wild  extrava- 
gance upon  which  the  plan  is  based.  This  order 
looks  to  the  appropriation  of  s  Kin.niii),  which  I  con- 
tend is  but  the  first  call,  and  that  in  five  years' 
time,  if  we  commence  building  upon  the  plan  be- 
fore us,  you  will  have  to  appropiiate  £400,000 
more :  and  I  desire  to  be  placet!  upon  record  as 
predicting  Unit  this  Home  for  the  Poor,  if  it  is 
commenced  upon  such  an  extravagant  plan  as 
this,  will  cost  the  city  of  boston  not  less  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  The  building  looks  on  paper 
like  a  first-class  hotel  or  university.  I  have  neither 
the  experience  of  an  architect  nor  builder,  but  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  appro- 
priation of  so  large  an  amount  as  this  for  an  alms- 
house for  the  city  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  like 
inviting  the  taxpayers  to  a  feast  that  they  will 
little  relish.  Besides  that,  this  reduction  from  the 
amount  originally  called  tor  is  really  no  reduction 
in  fact.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  building  for  chil- 
dren can  be  given  up;  it  should  never  be  built  so. 
There  should  be  a.  separate  building  for  the  chil- 
dren, and  1  contend  that  before  this  structure  is 
completed  an  appropriation  will  be  called  for  for 
this  children's  building.  We  are  not  looking  far 
enough  into  the  future  in  putting  up  a.  building 
for  the  paupers  of  the  city.  The  number  of  pau- 
pers will  be  increased  even  if  no  change  had  tak- 
en place  in  the  terms  of  settlement.  The  location 
of  this  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  main  land  will 
cause  many  to  go  there  who  will  not  now  go  to  the 
island.  I  notice  that  in  the  debates  last  year  on 
the  matter  of  purchasing  the  Austin  farm,  Al- 
derman Hulbert  enlarged  upon  that  point.  He 
said — 

'■We  may  as  well  understand  that  while  the 
poor  have  been  provided  for  at  Deer  Island,  it  has 
been  done  at  a  minimum  expense  to  the  city.  The 
attractions  at  Deer  Island  were  so  limited  that  no 
one  would  go  there  unless  the  urgency  was  ex- 
treme. In  making  provision  elsewhere  I  look 
for  a  very  material  increase  of  expenditures  in 
taking  care  of  the  poor.  For  when  we  come  on 
to  main  land,  erect  new  buildings,  and  separate 
the  poor  from  the  criminal  classes,  and  make 
this  home  comfortable  and  easy  of  access,  I  have 
no  doubt,  the  patronage  of  the  institution  will  be 
largely  increased  and  the  number  of  the  poor  will 
never  be  so  small  as  it  is  now." 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  position  taken  by  Al- 
derman Hulbert  is  true,  and  we  shall  have  a  very 
much  larger  number  of  paupers   to   provide  for 
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than  now.  I  believe  the  present  number  will  be 
increased  double  or  threefold.  The  change  in 
the  settlement  law  this  year  will,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  increase  the  number  of  paupers 
threefold.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Institutions  told  us  that  we  had  500  paupers  to 
provide  for  last  winter.  I  think  the  largest  num- 
ber was  about  400.  and  that  in  consequence  of  the 
change  in  the  settlement  law  and  the  extra  num- 
ber we  shall  have  to  provide  for  if  we  build  such 
a  palatial  Home  for  the  Poor,  the  number  of  in- 
maies  within  live  Years  will  be  not  less  than  1500. 
So  I  say  this  appropriation  of  s-too.OOO  is  merely  a 
commencement,  and  a  like  appropriation  will 
have  to  be  made  in  five  years'  time.  The  first  ap- 
propriation- for  puMie  ouildings  never  cover  the 
cost.  It  was  expect,, 1  hat  tin- citv  Hall  would  be 
completed  and  furnished  for  .--200,000  less  than 
what  it  actually  cost,  and  so  I  think  »ill  be  our 
experience  with  the  Home  for  the  Poor.  "When 
the  plans  were  submitted  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  Deer  Island,  the  estimated  expense  was 
8325,000 :  but  that  being  too  large  a  sum  for  the 
Citv  Council  to  entertain,  the  matter  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  and 
the  cost  put  down  td  8225.000.  making  a  saving  of 
8100,000  there.  That  home  was  intended  to  accom- 
modate 500.  I  believe  that,  if  this  report  is  re- 
committed and  the  directors  are  given  to 
understand  that  the  City  Council  never  would  ap- 
propriate such  an  enormous  sum  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor  as  tin-,  better  plans  would  be  sub- 
mitted than  we  have  here.  I  believe  that  if 
complete  specifications  of  everything  needed 
were  printed  and  distributed,  and  the  architects 
of  this  and  other  cities  were  invited  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  building,  the  cost  of  which  should  be 
limited  to  |i30,00d  or  §200,000,  we  should  get  plans 
by  which  a  satisfactory  building  could  be  erected 
for  at  least  one-half  what  is  now  asked  for.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  important 
matter  that  has  come  before  us  this  year.  A 
building  of  this  magnitude  and  grandeur  must 
necessitate  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  amount 
each  year  to  carry  it  on,  even  if  the  budding  were 
more' economically  constructed  than  this  one  is 
proposed  to  be.  We  certainly  have  made  suffi- 
cient mistakes  in  our  City  Hall,  Public  Library 
and  City  Hospital,  and  I  believe  that  if  this  order 
is  passed,  as  recommended  by  the  committee, 
another  unfortunate  mistake  will  be  made,  which 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  will  feel  for  years  to 
come. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  quotes  the 
past  and  says  we  should  avoid  mistakes.  It  is  to 
avoid  mistakes  that  the  directors  have  sent  plans 
here  for  a  building  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
city.  Does  the  gentleman  want  to  perpetuate  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Deer  Island?  It  is  no  wonder 
honest  poor  people  refuse  to  go  there  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  criminals.  I  would  die  before  I  would 
go  there  under  such  circumstances.  Hundreds  of 
poor  people  in  Boston  have  as  much  pride  as  I 
have,  who  would  starve  rather  than  go  there.  And  . 
as  some  have  said,  when  leaving  the  main  land, 
"all  who  enter  here,  leave  hope  behind."  And 
they  do  leave  it  behind,  for  they  cannot  wipe  out 
the  stigma  of  having  been  down  to  the  island. 
That  is  a  black  mark  upon  them  that  they  cannot 
wipe  out.  The  gentleman  wants  a  plan  for  8150,- 
000  or  8200.000,  but  he  alludes  to  the  architect,  Mr. 
Bradlee,  complimenting  him  in  one  breath  and 
criticising  him  in  the  next.  Yet  he  wants  us  to 
advertise  for  plans.  Does  any  one  know  better  what 
plans  are  needed  than  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  ?  If  they  do  not  understand  it  they  do 
not  do  their  duty.  They  have  done  their  duty 
honestly  and  promptly  ;'they  have  submitted  plans 
for  such  a  building  as  the  city  needs,  and  they 
will  never  do  anything  else  so  long  as  I  am  a 
member  of  that  board  if  I  can  prevent  it.  Alder- 
man Hulbert  gave  a  true  statement  of  affairs. 
Xo  one  will  go  to  Deer  Island  who  has  a  particle 
of  pride.  In  the  Austin  farm  we  have  a  place 
where  the  poor  can  go  without  disgrace  and 
where  they  will  be  separate  from  the  criminal 
classes.  But  if  you  desire  to  put  children  and 
women  in  an  institution  with  criminals,  and  per- 
petuate the  present  system,  go  on,  and  to  you 
belongs  the  discredit.  The  state  of  affairs  here 
respecting  the  poor  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston  and  does  not  exist  anywhere  else,  that  I 
know  of.  The  directors  have'  got  the  best  intelli- 
gence they  could  to  provide  just  what  the  city 
wants, and'you  must  either  continue  the  present  dis- 
graceful condition  of  things  or  erect  such  an  in- 
stitution as  the  directors  say  they  want  and  need. 
You  cannot  gei  a  cheaper  building  by  advertising 


for  plans ;  the  directors  have  such  plans  as  they 
want.  They  have  been  at  work  upon  them  year  af- 
ter year  to'  mature  suitable  ones,  and  have  devel- 
oped just  what  the  city  needs,  am  t  there  is  no  use  in 
sending  this  back  to  them.  They  will  not  recom- 
mend plans  for  a  small  building  to  cost  sioo.000 
for  the  city  to  put  its  foot  in,  as  it  did  in  the  case 
of  the  City  Hall,  Public  Library  or  City  Hospital. 
They  start  out  with  the  idea  of  what  is  lequired. 
It  is  the  judgment  of  everybody  competent  to  form 
an  opinion,  that  if  those'  plans  could  be  submit- 
ted to  contractors  today,  we  could  get  bids  nearly 
8100,000  less  than  the  sum  asked  for.  But  we 
come  in  heie  honestly  and  frankly  to  tell  you 
what  we  think  it  might  cost.  If  gentlemen  are 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it,  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  this  matter ;  but  the  directors  do  not  want 
the  matter  sent  back  to  them,  for  they  have  spent 
time  enough  upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  point  to  be  consid- 
ered today  is  the  necessity  of  this  institution,  and 
where  it  is  best  to  be  located  ;  as  to  the  necessity, 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  admits  that,  and  we 
are  now  to  consider  where  we  shall  build  it,  and 
how  expensive  a  building  we  shall  put  up.  The 
Alderman  from  Last  Boston  advocates  placing 
the  building  on  the  W  inthrop  farm.  I  take  it  for 
granted  he  would  not  send  the  poor  to  a  place  that 
was  pronounced  unfit  for  lunatics,  and  this  place 
was  condemned  in  a  report  made  in  1869. 

The  Alderman  read  from  the  report,  showing 
the  disadvantages  of  the  Winthrop  farm  for  such 
a  hospital,  on  sanitary  grc  unds.  and  read  the  cer- 
tificate of  Drs.  Bigelow,  Ware.  Hazard,  Lyman 
and  Buckingham,  in  support  of  the  idea.  The 
Alderman  then  continued, 

Do  we  want  to  treat  our  poor  worse  than  the  in- 
sane? The  Austin  farm  i<  easy  of  access,  sup- 
plies can  be  transported,  it  is  fenced  in  with  a 
wall  that  cost  s;,ii.i;,i,,  tln.n  sears  ago.  offers  a 
solid  foundation,  and  has  taciluies  for  water  sup- 
ply which  make  it  worth  850,000  more  than 
the  Winthrop  farm;  there  are  nearly  a  thou- 
sand fruit  trees,  with  good  land;  the  plans 
were  prepared  by  as  able  an  architect  as  can  be 
obtained,  and  we  expect  that  at  least  8100,000 
can  be  saved  in  its  construction  by  the  cheap- 
ness of  labor  and  materials.  "We  have  a  building 
with  brick  walls,  as  plain  as  could  be  made  with 
due  regard  for  strength,  and  the  ornamentation 
seen  on  the  plan  is  entirely  owing  to  the  means 
taken  to  secure  strength.  It  can  be  put  up  at  the 
least  possible  expense  that  a  brick  building  of 
that  size  would  cost.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that 
it  will  accommodate  800  people,  and  such  a 
building  cannot  be  put  up  for  a  small  sum 
of  money.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  9  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  that  the 
number  of  poor  will  double  within  two  or  three 
years,  and  by  the  change  in  the  law  alone  we 
shall  have  enough  to  till  the  building  as  soon  as  it 
is  ready.  Shall  we  provide  for  the  poor,  or  let 
them  straggle  about  the  city  begging?  You  can- 
not provide  for  them  with  .8200.000.  The  gentle- 
man would  have  us  advertise  for  plans,  and  al- 
luded to  the  new  high  school.  In  that  case  we 
intend  to  get  up  a  building  that  will  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city  and  it  was  not  attempted  to  get  a 
large  building  for  the  least  possible  expense. 
Does  the  gentleman  wish  us  to  put  up  a  building 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  be  ashamed  to 
show  to  visitors  ?  He  speaks  of  the  increase.  On 
the  22d  of  January  there  were  upon  the  books  of 
the  House  of  Industry,  500  inmates;  he  doubts 
it;  I  have  the  figures.  At  the  rate  of  in- 
crease which  has  taken  place  since  then, 
there  will  be  597  on  the  1st  of  next  Jan- 
uary. I  believe  that  we  shall  increase  much 
faster  than  that,  as  women  must  now  be  sup- 
ported by  the  city,  and  if  they  come  from  the 
State  Almshouse  we  cannot  send  them  back. 
"What  was  the  condition  last  winter?  The  House 
of  Industry  was  full ;  when  a  new  one  came  he 
had  to  have  a  bed  somewhere,  and  they  were  over- 
crowded by  the  poor.  I  saw  their  beds  in  the 
attics  under  the  roof,  and  they  had  to  crawl  to  get 
to  them.  That  is  the  way  we  kept  our  poor  last 
winter.  The  directors  must  provide  a  place  for 
them,  anil  certainly  we  shall  have  to  do  so  before 
we  can  get  this  home  built.  The  onlv  course  we 
have  is  to  erect  this  building. 

Alderman  Peters— A  re  the  Home  for  the  Poor 
and  House  of  Industry  the  same? 

Alderman  "Worthington  —  A  portion  of  the  in- 
mates are  together  at  the  present  time;  we  pro- 
pose to  call  this  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  give  the  building  at  Deer  Island  up  to 
criminals,  and  take  the  poor  to  the  Austin  Farm. 
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Alderman  Peters— Does  this  include  the  crimi- 
nals at  the  House  of  Industry  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— No,  sir;  only  the  poor. 
The  gentleman  says  ii' we  delay  we  niay  set  the 
work  done  for  less  than  we  can  now.  Everybody 
knows  there  are  more  laborers  out  of  employment 
now  than  ever  before  ;  I  would  not  put  it  off,  be- 
cause we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  so  many  persons 
with  work.  Mr.  Bradlee  said  the  amount  estimat- 
ed will  cover  the  entire  cost ;  that  the  bids  for  the 
State  Hospital  at  Dan  vers  are  nearly  twenty  per- 
cent, less  than  the  estimate,  and  he  believe  a  we 
can  save  as  much  on  our  Home  for  the  Poor.  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  be  bad  for  the  children  to  leave 
them  where  they  are  at  present ;  they  are  as  well 
taken  care  or  as  thev  can  be. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  large  number  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  states  will 
have  to  be  provided  for  only  confirms  my  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated in  the  next  rive  years.  It  is  well  to 
look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face  and  see 
whether  the  taxpayers  want  a  million  dollars 
spent  for  an  almshouse.  I  believe  that  a  first-class 
hotel  can  he  built  for  this  money.  I  left  a  hotel 
last  night  that  has  accommodated  1.3(10  or  1600 
guests  for  the  last  sixty  days,  which  with  all  its 
elegant  furnishing  cost  orly  a  million  of  dollars. 
To  carry  out  this  plan  I  do  not  believe  we  shall 
accommodate  1,31111  paupers  lor  such  a  sum  as  this. 
If  a  brick  structure  must  cost  a  million  of  dollars, 
I  shall  favor  putting  up  wooden  buildings.  We 
have  got  to  provide  for  1.500  paupers  within  a  very 
short  time.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12.  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  said  last  year 
that  he  had  no  doubt  we  should  have  to  provide 
for  700  paupers  on  the  Austin  farm.  That  was  be- 
fore the  settlement  law  was  changed,  or  Brighton, 
Charlestown  and  West  Roxburv  were  annexed, and 
before  Cambridge,  Somerville,  Maiden,  and  all 
the  surrounding  towns  had  applied  for  annexa- 
tion. The  same  gentleman  tells  us  how  economi- 
cal this  Board  of  Directors  have  been.  I  know 
thev  asked  for  822.(11x1  for  a  pig  pen  this  year,  and 
I  think  this  plan  is  about  upon  the  same  stamp. 
If  we  commence  on  this  plan,  every  outbuilding 
erected  must  be  >n  the  same  style  of  architecture. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  piece  of  extravagance. 
By  competition  among  the  architects  there  is  a 
chance  to  make  a  great  saving.  If  the  expense  is 
limited  to  one-half  this  amount,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  some  architect  could  present,  us  a  plan 
which  would  undoubtedly  look  as  well  on  paper  as 
that  does,  and  the  building  would  cost  only  one- 
half  the  money. 

Alderman  Peters— I  hoped  to  obtain  some  infor- 
mation todav,  but  except  the  remarks  of  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Highland.  District,  I  don't  think 
anything  touching  tire  main  point  has  been  said. 
One  gentleman,  who  is  a  member  of  thai  board, 
Says  he  would  rather  starve  than  go  to  Deer 
Island.  He  dines  there  every  Saturday,  and  I 
think  is  not  any  worse  for  it.  As  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  today,  I  move  to  specially  assign 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  for  Tues- 
day, Aug.  18,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  like  to  oppose  that 
motion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  subject  has 
been  fully  ventilated  in  re.  Wehavehearda  great 
many  remarks  here,  and  a  good  deal  of  them  has 
been'  sympathy  for  the  poor.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  i'_'  thinks  there  are  no  accommodations  for 
them.  We  bought  Kainsford  Island  in  1870,  and 
we  have  the  almshouses  in  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxburv  and  Brighton,  and  the  Marcella- 
street   Hospital,   with    nothing   in  them,  and  yet 

gentlemen  think  we  should  spend  half  a 
million  dollars  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  with  all 
these  places  on  our  hands.  If  you  want  to  en- 
courage poverty  this  is  the  way  to  do  it.  The 
cities  of  Europe' are  emptying  themselves  into  our 
midst.  Cities  and  towns  back  of  us  will  empty 
their  paupers  upon  us.    If  you  undertake  to  put 


And  yet  the  man  who  stands  u)i  and  says  a  word 
againsr  it  is  said  to  lie  hard-hearted. 

The  Chairman— The  gentleman  must  confine 
himself  strictly  to  the  question  of  the  special  as- 
signment. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  no  member  objects  I  should 
like  to  proceed. 

Alderman  Peters— I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
specially  assign. 

Alderman  Cutter— (iontlcinen  have  taken  a  wide 
scope  iii  their  discussions  this  afternoon,  and  no 
one  has  been  called  to  order  before.  As  a  gentle- 
man w  bo  looked  at  I  be  drawing    re ked    to  me, 


it  looks  more  like  a  House  of  Parliament  than  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  The  gentlemen  from  South 
Boston  pursue  this  subject  with  zeal:  they  advo- 
cated the  purchase  ot  this  lot.  and  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  statement  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9, 
that  the  Committee  reported  in  favor  of  paying 
st:;.3.!iiin  for  this  lot.  No,  sir.  it  was  some  members 
of  that  committee,  h^t  some  other  members  op- 
posed it,  and  saved  the  city  that  expense.  Delav 
saved  the  city  then,  and  "perhaps  it  will  save 
something  now.  It  is  very  well  known  that  the 
Directors^of  Public  Institutions  are  shrewd  men; 
they  come  here  with  requests  for  appropriations 
that  exceed  the  cost  of  the  buildings, audit  is  from 
the  excess  of  previous  appropriations  that  this  one 
is  to  be  built.  The  Alderman  says  thev  asked  for 
S20.UIM)  for  a  piggery.  Thev  always  ask  for  more 
than  a  building  will  cost,  but  we  have  to  tax  the 
people  for  it  all  the  same.  Gentleman  have  been 
prospecting  about  for  a  new  building,  and  thev 
speak  of  the  need  men  have  ot  work.  Why,  sir, 
near  where  Iwas  born  you  wiil  ttnd  the  hills'going 
to  waste  for  want  of  labor;  farms  are  suffering 
for  want  of  some  one  to  cultivate  them,  and  vet 
while  you  tax  the  people  here  to  keep  men  in  idle- 
ness ybu  never  can  get  them  to  go  up  there  and 
cultivate  those  farms.  Look  at  the  way  some  of 
the  towns  treat  their   poor.      They  tell   me    that 


suggest  tiic  same  course  for  Boston? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  not  suggesting  a  course 
unless  necessity  compels  it.  But  we  have  to  work 
and  the  man  who  works  and  struggles  hard  all  his 
' "  squanders 
strong  drink  he 
often  does  bceome  a  pauper.  If  vott  offer 
a  premium  ou  men  to  become  paupers,  they  often 
do.  We  ought  not  to  hold  out  inducements  to 
people  to  become  paupers.  There  are  many  poor 
persons  who  would  rather  starve  than  beg.' while 
many  who  beg  at  our  doors  seem  as  healthy  as 
ourselves.  The  question  is  whether  the  city  is' go- 
ing to  build  such  a  structure  as  that  and  nil  it  at 
an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
We  may  take  a  stranger  out  there  and  exhibit  an 
almshouse  that  holds  1500  paupers;  gentlemen 
may  take  pride  in  doing  so,  but  I  do  not.  I  say 
the  way  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  In- 
stitutions is  made  up  today  is  not  creditable  to  us; 
I  would  rather  indorse  a  commission.  Look  at 
the  money  they  have  spent  and  at  the  burdens 
they  impose  upon  the  people.  Then  look  at  our 
debt,  at  tin-  sntlVriiig  of  the  city  by  the  dulness  of 
business,  the  depreciation  of  real  estate,  and  in- 
crease of  taxes,  and  I  say  you  are  saddling  an 
enormous  expense  upon  the  people  by  such  an 
expenditure  as  this.  I  know  no  greater  harm  that 
can  befall  a  .  :iy  than  'lie  high  rate  of  taxation. 

Alderman  Peters — If  that  plan  is  carried  out, 
will  there  not  have  to  be  still  other  buildings 
added  to  this  one  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— That  building  is  com- 
plete in  itself,  but  the  plan  is  so  drawn  that  the 
entire  building  can  be  doubled  at  anytime  the 
city  co al sees  fit. 

Alderman  Peters  renewed  hi-   previous   motion 

to  specially  as-ign  to  Tuesday.  Aug.  is.  at  .3  P.M., 

and  it  prevailed,  by  a  rising  vote—  s  for.  3  against. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
George  \V.  Claypolc,  .-358.50,  laying  out  of  Lincoln 
street,  by  the  'Selectmen  of  "Brighton,  June  6. 
1873;      Horace    W.     Baxter,    82672.35,    (including 

frade  damages!,  widening  of  Foster  street,  by  the 
clcctiiien  of  Brighton,  Sepi.  1.3,  1S7.I;  Samuel 
Bigelow  ,  S'J.30,  laving  out  Bigelow  street,  by  the 
town  of  Brighton,  Aug.  7,  1873.  Severally"  read 
twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on  As- 
sessors' Department— Majority  report reeommeiid- 
ing  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Mary  Hol- 
denfor  abatement  of  taxes  assessed  upon  hei 
property  in  1872  and  1873,  on  account  of  inability 
to  pay  the  same  ;  also  minority  report  on  same  pe- 
tition, signed  by  Alderman  Stebbins  and  Council- 
man Harrington,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  remit  the  taxes,  amounting  to  S152.10, 
assessed  in  the  year  1872.  upon  estate  numbered 
15,  Upton  street',  owned  by  Maty  Hohlcn,  together 
with  the  interest,  costs  and  expenses  connected 
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therewith  ;  provider!,  however,  that  the  taxes  -as- 
sessed upon  saiil  estate  for  the  year  1ST.'),  together 
with  the  interest,  costs  and  expenses  thereon,  he 
paid  into  the  city  treasury  within  thirty  days  from 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  the  case  as  one  of 
an  aged,  bed-ridden  widow,  who  tormerlv  owned 
a  small  house  in  Brighton  street  worth  about  s.'SOOD 
above  the  mortgage,  and  which,  bv  had  advice 
from  friends,  site  sold  for  a  sir,, una  house  in  Upton 
street.  They  had  expected  to  receive  enough  from 
lodgers  to  pay  the  interest  and  taxes,  but  had  not 
succeeded.  She  has  a  daughter,  also  a  widow  with 
four  sons,  who  takes  care  of  her.  in  consideration 
of  which  she  has  given  her  a  deed  of  the  house. 
The  estate  is  about  to  be  sold  by  the  Tax  Collect- 
or; it  is  a  case  of  extreme  hardship  and  appealed 
for  sympathy,  and  the  minority  had  reported  such 
an  order  as  they  thought  would  meet  the  case. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  of  the  four  sons  the  oldest 
was  twenty-one  years,  and  ought  to  contribute 
something  to  the  family,  and  the  others  are  com- 
petent to  get  a  living.  The  Board  of  Assessors 
did  not  see  fit  to  remit  the  taxes.  She  had  had 
her  taxes  abated  once  before,  and  while  he  sym- 
pathized with  her  he  felt  that  he  had  a  duty  to 
perform  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  Alderman  Cutter 
was  not  always  the  hard  man  that  he  would  make 
it  appear,  and  related  a  ease  in  the  settlement  for 
the  Suffolk-street  improvement,  where  Alderman 
Cutter  was  the  first  to  declare  that  it  would  be 
robbery  to  take  money  from  a  poor  widow. 

Alderman  Cutter  claimed  that  that  case  was  to- 
tally different  from  the  one  here  reported  ;  there 
the  city  had  damaged  the  woman's  property,  and 
she  was  unable  to  move  out  of  the  house. 

Alderman  Hall  had  been  interviewed  by  citizens 
of  the  South  End  on  this  subject,  believed  the 
case  one  of  real  charity,  and  hoped  the  order 
would  pass. 

Alderman  Harris  thought  the  taxpayers  would 
sustain  them  in  abating  the  amount,  anil  he  hoped 
the  Board  would  adopt  the  minority  report.  He 
had  signed  the  majority  report  as  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  if  gentlemen  spoke 
of  charity  he  would  refer  them  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  where  there  were  many  such  cases. 
He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  stebbins  the  minority 
report  was  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority- 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Stebbins,  AYorthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Power,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

The  order  reported  by  the  minority  was  read  a 
second  time  and  parsed,  and  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, by  Alderman  Stebbins,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

The  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  were  directed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
converting  the  bonds  of  the  denomination  of  $5000 
issued  by  the  city  of  Charlestown  into  bonds  of 
the  denomination  of  siooo,  submitted  a  report  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such  conversion,  be- 
cause, among  other  reasons,  it  would  he  attended 
with  a  large  outlay  for  a  new  plate.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines,  submitted  reports  recommending 
the  ".ranting  of  the  following  petitions:  Colorado 
Smelting  Company,  to  use  small  furnace  at  16  Mt. 
Washington  avenue;  H.  P.  Hart,  to  use  steam  en- 
gine at  corner  of  First  street  and  Dorchester  ave- 
nue; Getehel'  &  Eldridge,  to  use  engine  in  rear 
of  Cambridge  street,  Charlestown.  Severally 
acceptetl. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  W.  F.  Ripley  et  al.  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  opposite  15  Edgeworth  street, 
Ward  21— Report  recommending  that  the  peti- 
tioners be  permitted  to  remove  said  tree  at  their 
own  expense.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  re- 
quested to  refuse  a  permit  for  the  erection  of  any 
buildings  until  satisfied,  by  inspection  of  the 
architect's  plans,  or  otherwise,  that  the  cellar  or 
lower  floor  will  not  be  built  below  grade  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  I'oliowing-nained  persons  he 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses, 
so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in 
the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved 
Dec.  24, 1872;  and  in  default  of  such  alteration  by 


either  of  said  parties  within  ten  days  after  the 
service  of  this  order,  as  provided  bv  the  third  sec- 
tion of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
proceedings  will  be  commenced  against  him  or 
her,  according  to  law: 

Bernard  and  Michael  Cunniff ,  one  house  num- 
bered 549  Harrison  avenue. 

Charles  W.  Freeland,  two  houses  on  Newbury 
street,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  J.  Thomas,  one  house  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Claren- 
don streets. 

Charles  J.  Underwood,  one  house  on  Newbury 
Street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Stevens  G.  Palmer,  one  house  on  Newbury 
street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets". 

Nathan  Morse,  one  house  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

Fred  H.  Morse,  one  house  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 

George  F.  Bemis,  one  house  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Clarendon  arid  Dartmouth  streets. 

John  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  one  house  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon 
streets. 

Emily  F.  Lawrence,  one  house  on  Common- 
wealth avenue,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon 
streets. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  one  house  numbered  thirty 
Gray  street 

The  German  Reformed  Church,  one  building, 
Tennyson  street,  between  Pleasant  and  Church. 
streets. 

T.  M.  Crafts,  one  house  numbered  fifty-nine 
Marlborough  street. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  in 
1872  a  law  was  passed  for  thi'  purpose  of  having 
all  houses  placed  above  tide  water.  Soon  after- 
ward a  large  number  of  people  began  to  build, 
after  receiving  notice  from  the  City  Surveyor  and 
Inspector  of  Buildings.  The  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  complain.-  that  from  three  to  five  hundred 
houses  on  the  Hack  Hay  are  built  lower  thai  the 
grade  12.  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee 
on  Health  to  compel  them  to  observe  the  law. 

Alderman  Cutter— Suppose  you  build  on  this 
grade,  and  the  house  settles  lielow  the  grade  af- 
terward.   How  about  that? 

Alderman  Worthington— That  is  not  a  question 
for  the  committee  to  consider.  I  will  read  the 
act: 

"Section  1.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city 
of  Boston  shall  establish  in  said  city  a  grade  not 
less  than  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water;  and 
no  person  shah  in  sairl  city,  after  such  grade  is 
established,  construct  any  cellar  or  basement  cel- 
lar of  any  dwelling  house  or  oilier  building  below 
such  grade,  or  use  or  occupy  any  cellar  or  base- 
ment cellar  constructed  below  the  same;  provid- 
ed, that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  by  license, 
subject  to  revocation  at  any  time  by  them,  author- 
ize cellars  to  be  constructed  in  buildings  used  ex- 
clusively for  storage  or  business  purposes,  so 
much  below  said  grade,  as  they  shall  designate  in 
each  license. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  person  constructs,  uses  or  occu- 
pies any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  in  violation  of 
section  1  of  this  act,  said  Bonn!  of  Aldermen  shall 
order  the  owner  or  occupant  of  such  cellar  or 
basement  cellar  to  so  alter  and  construct  it  as  to 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  said  section;  and 
if  such  owner  or  occupant  fails  to  comply  with 
such  order  within  ten  days  after  service  thereof, 
as  provided  by  the  following  section,  said  Board 
shall  so  Titer  such  cellar  or  basement  cellar,  and 
all  necessary  expense-  incurred  thereby  shall  con- 
stitute alien  upon  the  land  wherein  such  cellar 
or  basement  cellar  is  constructed,  and  upon  the 
build inu-s  upon  such  land,  ami  may  be  collected  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  upon  real  estate;  and  the  Citv  Treasurer  of 
said  citv  may  purchase  such  land  or  land  and 
buildings,  in  behalf  of  said  city. 

Sect.  3.  All  orders  under  the'  preceding  section 
shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  serve  I  upon  said 
owners  or  occupants,  or  their  authorized  agents, 
as  prescribed,  by  section 'a  of  chapter  20 of  the  (1  en- 
era  1  Statutes,  for  the  service  of  orders  of  boards 
of  health  ;  and  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any 
justice  thereof,  in  term  time  or  vacation  may,  by 
injunction  or  other  suitable  process  in  equity,  re- 
strain any  person  or  corporation  from  construct- 
ing, using,  or  occupying  any  cellar  or  basement 
cellar  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  this  act,  and  may  enforce  such  provisions,  and 
may  order  and  enforce  the  abatement  or  altera- 
tion of  any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  constructed, 
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used  or  occupied  in  violation  thereof, so  as  to  com- 
ply with  said  provisions." 

Alderman  \\ orthingtoii— This  act  came  to  the 
Board  ol  Aldermen,  who  passed  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  in  pursuance  of  chapter  377  of 
the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  187-',  relating  to 
cellars  and  basements  in  the  city  of  Boston,  this 
Board  establish  a  grade  of  twelve  feet  above  mean 
low  water. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Health 
to  test  this  law  and  see  whether  the  city  have 
power  to  compel  these  men  to  fill  I  heir  cellars.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
that  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  we  shall 
have  the  same  trouble  on 'the  Back  Bay  that  we 
are  now  having  in  other  streets.  I  see  we  have 
paid  for  filling  the  Suffolk-street  District  S2.375.- 
102.11;  for  the  Church-street  District,  $1,175,072.16, 
making  the  aggregate  for  the  two  districts  sy.ooo,- 
774.27. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  what  the  betterments 
on  those  districts  amounted  to. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  giving-  the  net 
expense,  or  that  is  what  I  asked  for  from  the  Au- 
ditor, and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  taken  the  bet- 
terments out. 

Alderman  Peters— It  is  that  we  paid  $3,500,000  or 
more  to  raise  those  districts. 

Alderman  Brook "  inquired  whether  these  build- 
ings had  been  commenced  since  the  act  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  they  had. 

Alderman  Cutler  said  his  experience  in  the  Suf- 
folk-street District  was  that  cellars  would  fill  up 
and  people  would  shovel  the  gravel  off.  If  they 
were  not  nuisances  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  order. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  property  would  be 
made  more  valuable  if  the  law  were  enforced,  and 
he  hoped  the  order  would  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington  instanced  cases  where 
people  dug  the  gravel  out  ol  their  cellars  and  sold 
it  for  a  dollar  a  load. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  agents  of  the  Inspect- 
orof  Buildings  were  at  fault  in  not  seeing  that  the 
foundations  were  properly  set. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  parties  had 
been  notified  against  building  below  grade,  but 
they  did  so  because  they  could  save  money. 

The  two  orders  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers— Repoit.  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  J.  T.  Reed  etui.,  that  the  outlet  of  the  Canal- 
street  sewer  be  extended  over  the  flats  in  Charles- 
town.    Accepted. 

Order  fee  the  Snpei  intendent  of  Sewers  to  build 
a  sewer  in  Medford  street,  between  Polk  and 
Everett  streets;  and  in  Dennis  street,  between 
Stafford  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  ;  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  between  Dennis  and  Waverley  streets ; 
and  in  Waverley  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Perrin  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  for  the  public 
convenience  that  a  main  drain,  or  common  sewer, 
should  be  laid  between  Dudley  and  Ouincy  streets, 
and  for  that  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  take,  in 
said  city,  certain  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the 
following-named  persons,  being  a  strip  ten  feet 
wide  extending  from  Dudley  street  to  Quincy 
street,  and  along  the  valley  of  the  brook  which 
was  formerly  the  division  line  between  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester— being  about  3823  feet  in  length: 
Names  of  Owners.  Am't  of  land    Damages 

taken.        awarded. 
The  Heirs  of   Samuel  Walker..  1,417  sq.  ft.        $142.1111 

.Maria  S.  Masters 935       "  93.50 

Albert  Howard 404      "  40.40 

Henry  W.  Howard 275      "  27,50 

Benjamin  S.  .lev 182       "  18.20 

Heirs  of  .billies   HllekiliS 1,111111         "  1119.011 

James  Tucker  2d 137  "  120.70 

Amos  Bates 990  "  99.00 

Benjamin  K.  c  nlilcigh 407  "  40.70 

Julia  C.  Jancke 295  "  29.50 

Elizabeth  II.  Nute 435  "  43.50 

Charles  P.  Emerson 405  "  46.50 

Alexander  McDonald 925  "  92.50 

Amy  V.  Fisher 500  "  50.00 

I iel    \I.  Hammond 500  "  50.00 

William  H.  Brown ) 

and               \ 1,000  "  100.00 

A.D.Collins  ) 

Aim  0,  Gay 1,630  "  163.00 

IJizaiietb  Kuliinson 900  "  90.00 

W.  Eliot  Woodward 285  "  Nothing 

William   It.  (Jay 1,361  " 

Jietsev  I.  Pope'. 2,219  "  221.90 

William  Gray,  .lr 14,224  "  2,K4i.N0 

James  Cunningham 344  "  Nothing 


Names  of  Owners.       Amount  of  land     Damages 
taken.  awarded. 

Andrew  Barrett 520  sq.  ft.         Nothing 

Michael  Davis 394       "  " 

.lames  Coffee 412       "  " 

Patrick  Mvrick : 398     " 

Thomas  Wbalen's  heirs 395       "  ■     " 

Hannah  Kane's  heirs 400      "  " 

Patrick  Slnnighnessy 410       "  " 

Nelson  Curtis 800       "  " 

.lames  Meliini 805      "  " 

Bei  nard  Norton 1,311       "  " 

Bartholomew  O'Keefe 39.1      "  " 

And  whereas  ilue  notice  has  Ik  en  given  of  the 
intention  of  this  Board  to  take  the  said  parcels  of 
land  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as  appears  by  the 
return  hereunto  annexed,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered.  That  the  parcels  of  land  before  de- 
scribed be  am!  the  same  hereby  are  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  a  main  drain,  or  common  sewer, 
according  to  a  plan  of  the  said  laud  called  "Plan 
of  Dorchester  Brook,"  dated  duly,  1874,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers. And  this  Board  doth  adjudge  the  damages 
from  said  taking  to  be  according  to  the  above 
schedule. 

It  is  also  ordered,  That  this  Board  doth  hereby 
take  and  divert  the  waters  of  said  brook  through 
said  sewer,  as  authorized  by  chapter  205  of  the 
acts  of  1873. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Thathis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for 


the  following  bills  for  material-  furnished  to  the 
city  of  Boston  by  persons  indirectly  connected 
with  the  City  Government— the  same  having  been 
contracted  for  by  agents  of  the  city,  namely :  To 
Denio,  Ham  &  Co.,  one  thousand  and  seventy- 
eight  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents;  to  Daniel  D. 
Kelley,  one  hundred  ami  live  dollars  and  eighty- 
two  cents ;  to  Patrick  Douahoe.  twenty-live  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  this  was  a 
peculiar  case,  as  t  lie  law  forbids  any  one  connected 
with  the  City  Government  from  furnishing  sup- 
plies. In  the  large  amount  the  parties  supposed 
they  were  selling  to  a  contractor  instead  of  an 
agent  of  the  city.  During  the  smallpox  excite- 
ment it  was  necessary  to  put  the  steamer  Samuel 
Little  in  dry  dock  and  Mr.  Kelley's  was  the 
only  one  vacant;  he  would  not  at  first  allow 
it  to  go  in,  but  the  captain  offered  to 
take  the  responsibility,  and  Mr.  Kelley  con- 
sented, and  the  agent  left,  him  to  get  his  money 
from  the  city  as  best  be  could.  In  Mr.  Donahoe's 
case  the  bill  was  for  advertising. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  and 
order  granting  a  location  to  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  ( 'mnpany  of  an  additional  track  on  Fourth 
street  at  City  Point  (City  Doc.  No.  65)  were  taken 
from  the  table,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  ol  Alderman  Power,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  order  to  pave 
Gold  and  Silver  streets  with  buinettized  spruce 
blocks  was  rejected    was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  simply  desired  to 
allow  members  to  gain  information. 

The  Board  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  order— yeas  5,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Emery,  Harris,  Power, 
Prcseott— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Cutter, 
Peters,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

On  motion  of   Alderman    Peters,  the   motion   to 


ther  action  is   required   on  subject   of   granting  a 
victualler's  license  to  T.  A.  Spl'aine  at  City  Point, 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  rejected. 
A  RECONSIDERATION. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
passed  a  few  minutes  previously  giving  notice  to 
certain  pesons  to  change  the  grade  of  their  build- 
ings within  ten  days.  He  thought  it  an  arbitrary 
vote,  which  should  not  have  been  passed  so  early, 
and  at  the  least  the  parties  should  have  a  hearing. 
He  was  slightly  interested  in  that  locality— al- 
though not.  owning  or  being  interested  in  any 
houses  built  since  1X72— as  it  happened  to  be 
a  part  of  the  ward  which  he  "had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,"  if  lie  had  got  the  expression 
correct,  lie  desired  to  obtain  information  and  to 
learn  if  gentlemen  of  the  standing  of  the  parties 
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named  in  the  order  had  been  violating   the   law 

and    why    lt    was    so.    He  knew  ,,f  „?:,,  v  ho  w4 

>, Zu ■'     S  gentlemen  who  would  11('1T  , °   *,- 

liml.li ,£s     y      6  mstructl°ns  of  the  Inspector  of 

Alderman  Power  was 


r  of  having-  the  or- 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

ADGUST    4,    1874. 


Special    i tin;,',  called    by  the  Mayor  for  three 

o'clock   P.  M.,    E.  O.  SUeparil,   President,  in   the 
chair. 

The  Council  was  called  to  order  at  quarter-past 
three  o'clock.  It  appearing  at  that  time  that  a 
quorum  was  present,  the  President  read  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Executive  Department,     | 
City  Hall,  Aug.-3, 1874.  ( 

To  Edvai-il  0.  Shepard,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Common  Council:  Dear  Sir— I  regret  that  I  an. 
obliged  to  cah  a  special  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  for  Tuesday,  the  4th  inst.,  at  three  o'clock 
P.  M.,  to  take  action  upon  the  order  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  primary-school  building  on  land 
of  the  city  in  the  Lawrence  District,  South  Bos- 
ton, and  also  [lie  report  and  orders  relative  to  ven- 
tilating the  City  Hall. 

I  am,  etc., 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
tile. 


The  President-  Notices  have  been  filed  by  Mr. 
Crowley  of  Ward  7  of  intention  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  votes  passed  at  the  last  meeting 
by  which  the  report  and  orders  in  relation  to  the 
ventilation  id'  the  City  Hall  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  with  instruc- 
tions to  invite  proposals  for  the  ventilation  of  the 
two  chambers  of  the  City  Council,  and  by  which 
was  passed  the  order  authorizing  the  ( 'omniittee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  erect  a  primary  schoolhouse 
on  land  belonging  to  the  city  in  the  Lawrence 
District,  South  'Boston.  What  is  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council?  [Pause].  The  Chair  awaits  a  motion 
on  either  of  the  notices  wnich  have  been  given. 
[Pause]. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7 — Do  I  understand  that  any 
motion  is  now  before  the  house? 

The  President— A  motion  upon  either  of  these 
notices  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Has  any  motion  been 
made  ? 

The  President— The  notices  have  been  filed  with 
the  Clerk,  but  no  motion  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then,  in  order  to  show 
the  utter  contempt  which  the  Council  has  for 
the  gentleman  who  "filed  the  notices  and  com- 
pelled  

The  President— The  gentleman  vin  not  be  per- 
sonal in  bis  remarks. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  do  not  know  who  made 
the  motion.    I  move  the  Council   do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    4,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  meeting  bad  been 
called  to  consider  the  order  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Law- 
rence District,  South  "Boston,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  §50,000,  from  plans  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. 

The  order  was  read  and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Stephen  Brooks,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenu?,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.    E.  A.  Boardman  et  al.,  for  abatement   of 


assessment  of  betterment  on  estates  Nos.  9  and  11 
Commercial  street. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Highland  and 
Middlesex  Horse  Railroad  companies,  accepting 
the  locations  granted  them  by  the  Board  Aug.  3. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Light- 
ers was  received  and  sent  down.  Receipts  for 
the  quarter.  sTTT.l'.i;  paid  into  the  City  Treasury, 
8276.53. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  communication 
from  the  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  stating 
that  they  find  that  the  lowest  bidder  for  the 
contract  for  building  a  new  receiving  tomb  was 
810,200.  Only  86000  had  been  appropriated  for 
this  purpose.  The  trustees  ask  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  84200. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  request 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, with  leave  to  report  to  either  branch. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington.the  Board 
adjourned  to  Tuesday.  August  is.  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    18,    1874. 


Regular  meeting,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Inspector  of  Provisions — John  H.  Terry,  vice 
Joseph  B.  Gibson,  resigned. 

Police  Officer—  Hem y,  P.  Hersev  for  special  duty 
at  Faneuil  Hall  and  India-wharf  markets. 

Weigher  of  Coal — John  K.  Leland. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Eugene  M.  Johnson  (pro- 
motion). 

Special  Police  officers— George  A.  Grover,  New 
Faneuil  Hall  .Market;  John  Leahv.  Pack  Bay 
lands;  John  H.  Kendall.  112  Sudbury  street;  AVil- 
liani  Smith.  First  Freewill  Baptist  Lhuich,  Charles- 
town. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 


PETITIONS  REFUSED. 

To  the  Committet  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jordan.  Marsh  ei  Co.,  for  apportionment 
of  betterment  on  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committi  <  mi  stmin  Em/ines.  James 
McCaffery  et  at.,  that  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing oakum,  etc.,  of  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  between 
N  and  0  streets,  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  its 
combustible  nature.  . 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  G.  W. 
Skinner  et  al.,  for  leave  to  exchange  bond  and 
a  ".icemen!  for  land  mi  Cam. lei.  street. 

Charles  P.  Baldwin  et  al.,  for  a.  modification  of 
conditions  attached  to  deeds  of  wharves  on  the 
South  Bay. 

Tii  the  Committi  i  mi  Health,  mi  /lie  port  of  the 
Board.  George  T.  Andrew,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Arcadia  street, 
corner  Westville  street. 

Jacob  Bleiler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Mechanic  street,  Ward 
15. 

John  Comer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  i  ieorge  street. 

Granville  A.  Fuller,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Sparhawk  street,  near 
Cambridge  street. 

Michael  M<  Foamy,  for  leave  to  oocupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Lengwood  avenue. 

William  Murry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  one  horse  on  Winship   avenue,  Ward  19. 

W.  H.  Forsaitk,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Laurel  street,  near  corner 
of  Bower  street. 

C.  Cross,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  w ten  stable  for 

six  horses  on  Grove  street,  Ward  17. 

Patrick  McGovern,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Boston  street.  No.  301. 

B.  F.  Billiard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Tremont  street,  No.  1081. 

John  Coffee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  woo. ten  stable 
for  five  horses  on  Market  street,  near  Washington 
street. 

Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable 
on  Cambridge  street.  Chai  lestown.for  four  horses. 

C.  C.  Dow,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horse-  on  Harriett  place.  Ward  13. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  to  be  allowed  to  retain  cellar 
1  under  grade,  in  building  20  Gray  street,  just 
erected. 

To  tin'  t'miimillii  on  Sewers.  Fiancis  15.  Hayes 
et  al.,  that  the  Chelsea-street  sewer  be  extended 
to  Marion  street. 

A.  B.  &  S.  H.  Loring,  that  the  Tyler-street 
sewer  be  extended  to  Harvard  street. 

Industrial  School  for  Girls,  for  construction  of  a 
sewer  in  Centre  street.  Ward  16. 

George  C.  Leach,  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street, 
Ward  14. 

Thomas  Lenard,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  on 
Stony  Brook. 

Massachusetts  Honio-opatbic  Hospital,  for  a 
sewer  in  Stougbton  street,  from  Hanison  avenue 
to  Albany  street. 

John  Mullin  et  al.,  f or  a  sewer  in  Sixth  street, 
from  Dorehe-ter  street  to  E  street. 

'To  the  (nmmittii  mi  J'oliei .  John  Shepard  and 
Kill  other  taxpayers,  that  they  may  have  the  use  of 
the  mile  ground  on  the  Brighton  road,  or  some 


other  suitable  place,  under  proper  police  regula- 
tions, for  one  hour  before  and  after  sunset,  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  their  horses  at  speed. 
Referred,  with  a  request,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Power,  that  the  Committee  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

John  W.  olmstead  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
projecting  signs  on  south  side  of  State  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  George  Sauer,  31 
Halleck  street,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Halleck 
street. 

A.  T.  Stearns,  to  be  paid  for  damages  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Taylor  and  Water  streets  (  Ward  16). 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Union  Freight 
Railroad  Couipanv,  for  leave  to  lay  down  a  side 
track  on  T  wharf. 

Mauley  Howe,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp-post  in 
sidewalk  of  y74  Broadway. 

Julia  Pimental,  to  be  paid  an  additional  amount 
for  grade  damages  on  West  Canton  and  Fabin 
streets. 

Charles  Brewer  ,  et  al.,  that  Pond  Street,  Ward 
17,  be  put  in  order. 

Edward  A.  White  et  als.tb:\t  Devonshire  street, 
from  Milk  to  Water  street,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  that  side- 
walks be  laid  on  East  Concord  and  Stougliton 
streets. 

J.  S.  Nickerson  et  al,  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

P.  J.  Campbell  &  Son,  that  the  edgestones  at 
the  corner  of  Swett  and  Reed  streets  maybe  re- 
set. 

William  Gaston,  et  al,  that  edgestones  be  set, 
gutters  paved,  crossings  laid  and  roadway  macad- 
amized on  Marlborough  street  from  Dartmouth  to 
Gloucester  streets;  and  that  the  gutters  maybe 
paved,  the  crossings  laid,  the  roadway  macadam- 
ized on  Gloucester  street  from  Beacon  street  to 
a  small  street  between  Marlborough  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

John  H.  Robinson,  et  al,  that  Charles  street, 
Ward  10,  may  be  put  in  order. 

J.  O.  Holway  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  on 
Princeton  street,  from  the  second  house  to  Pres- 
cott  street. 

'To  the  Committee  on  Lieensi  s.  Remonstrance 
of  Walter  Smith  ct  al.,  against  the  petition  of 
George  H.  Walcott  for  a  license  for  bowling  alley 
at  City  Point. 


Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  Shepard,  Xorwell  &  Co., 
and  several  hundred  others,  that  licenses   granted 


LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  ltailroad  Company  accepting  the  location 
granted  said  corporation'bv  this  Board  on  Aug.  3, 
1874.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  next  Legislature  for 
authority  to  pay  certain  bills  of  Denio,  Ham  & 
Co..  slU2N.:;i,;  Daniel  I).  Kelly,  sin:,.s2;  Patrick 
Dona  hoe,  S25.2U;  contracted  by  said  parties  while 
connected  with  the  City  Government.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  land  and  divert  the 
water  on  Dorchester  Brook  for  sewer  purposes. 


ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  were  re- 
ceived from  George  K.  Paul  &  Co.,  at  No.  is  and  50 
Union  street,  and  Austin  Krasinski  on  Brookside 
avenue,  Jamaica  Plain  ;  and  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  thereon  on  Tuesday,  the 
8th  of  September,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  all 
persons  objecting  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing July  31— Receipts,  S21  .'.141.50;  expenditures, 
S21.422.01;  balance  on  hand.  S518.9*.     Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  July 
—Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  state  of  the 
appropriations: 

K^veZ"^'    Expended.     Unexpended. 

General sl;i,!iii:i,r,id.'j|       yi.xoi.I  lo.ul     slii,liu,:iid.'j;l 

Special 4,4S2,;i:ill.54  7!IH,.">8(>.48         :i,nsn,744.(lii 


Sent  down 


s»l«,:jsr,,K34.7H       *4,MI!l,72d.4!l     $13.7K(i.l(IH.2!i 


AUGUST      18,       1874. 
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Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  July — Total  number  of  fires,  44;  alarms,  49; 
loss  on  buildings,  S22, 730;  do.  on  stock,  88145;  in- 
surance on  buildings,  8145,650;  do.  on  stock,  859,- 
350.    Sent  down. 


-I-VM'IL    REPORT    OF   Till:    HOABI' 


VLTH. 


Alderman  Worthing; on  presented  the  second 
annual  report  ot  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1874  (City  Doc.  No.  63),  which  was 
ordered  sent  down.  An  abstract  of  the  topics 
treate.i  is  appended: 

Smallpox.  On  May  30, 1S73,  there  were  twelve 
patients  in  the  hospital. 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  ambulance  driver  was 
discharged,  the  hospital  atten  lant  being  able  to 
take  charge  of  the  cases,  and  on  the  23d  of  Mav, 
1873,  all  but  three  had  been  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  there  were  no  other  cases  in  the  citv. 
On  the  10th  of  June  there  were  but  two  left,  both 
recovering.  On  the  14th  of  June  we  discharged 
two  health  officers  at,  the  hospital,  and  one  under 
the  Court  House,  not  needing  their  services  any 
longer;  and  on  the  30th  of  June  we  discharged  the 
remaining  health  officers  at  No.  2  and  one  from 
No.l. 

The  two  cases  reported  June  30  were  both  taken 
from  the  Consumptives'  Home  at  Grove  Hall.  On 
July  21  there  was  but  one  case  in  the  city,  and  on 
the  23d  of  that  month  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  the  city  was  free  from  the  disease 
for  the  first  time  for  several  years. 

But  this  exemption  was  not  destined  to  last.  On 
the  30th  of  July  another  case  was  reported,  and 
traced  directly  to  New  York,  the  patient  having 
left  that  city  on  the  14th.  The  case  reported  on 
the  7th  August  was  traced  directly  to  Holyoke, 
Mass. ;  but  it  was  of  short  duration,  the  patient 
having  recovered  and  left  the  hospital  on  the  14th. 
The  remaining  patient  recovered  and  left  on  the 
27th  and  we  were  free  again;— free  till  the  8th  of 
October,  when  a  case  occurred  which  could  only 
be  traced  to  a  vessel.  Another  case  was  reported 
Nov.  19,  which  we  were  unable  to  trace.  This  was 
a  Portuguese  woman,  who  understood  only  two 
words  in  the  English  language.  Severe  as  her 
case  was.  and  hard  to  endure,— for  she  had  no  per- 
son to  communn  ate  with,  except  by  signs,  for  a 
month,— under  Dr.  Green's  skill  and  constant  care 
and  kindness  she  fully  recovered  on  the  16th  of 
December,  and  left  the  hospital  vacant  again. 
But  the  next  day  there  was  another  case,  which 
we  had  no  occasion  and  no  authority,  under  the 
statute,  to  remove.  The  patient  remained  at 
home,  was  treated  by  the  City  Physician,  and  re- 
covered. The  next  case  (Dec. '24)  was  removed  to 
the  hospital,  recovered,  and  left  on  the  8th  of 
January.  This  case  could  not  be  traced.  The 
next  case  (Dec.  30)  was  in  South  Boston,  and  re- 
mained theie,  we  having  no  power  and  no  occasion 
to  remove  the  person.  This  could  not  be  traced. 
The  next  (Jan.  1)  was  removed  to  the  hospital. 
The  case  of  Jan.  3  was  a  woman  in  the  Charles- 
town  District,  too  sick  to  be  removed,  who  died  on 
the  10th.  This  was  easily  traced  to  New  York. 
On  February  6  the  patient  at  the  hospital  recov- 
ered, and  we  were  free  again.  The  next  case 
(Feb.  17)  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  He  re- 
covered, and  left  on  the  2d  of  March.  The  next 
and  last  case  we  have  had  (March  3)  was  removed 
to  the  hospital.  Both  these  last  were  traced  un- 
mistakably to  New  York. 

The  city  became  free  from  the  epidemic  again 
on  the  9th  of  March,  and  up  to  the  date  of  this 
report  has  remained  so.  in  every  instance  where 
a  case  was  reported  the  most  effective  measures 
known  to  us  were  used  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

The  report  discusses  at  length  the  need  of  an 
isolated  place  for  a  smallpox  hospital,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  board  to  secure  pay  from  the  State 
for  the  care  of  smallpox  patients"  not  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  which  money  is  now  being  received 
in  instalments,  and  will   amount  in  all  to  sioo.ooo. 

Cholera  and  Yclloiv  Fever.  AVhen  the  cholera 
broke  out  in  the  Southwest,  the  board  prepared  to 
prevent  its  appearance  here,  titling  up  a  hospital 
on  Gallop's  Island;  also  one  for  yellow-fever 
patients.  Tents  were  also  purchased  and  placed 
in  readiness  for  use. 

The  report  covers  documents  relating  to  the 
abatement  of  the  Spectacle  Island  nuisance,  and 
the  experiments  there  made ;  the  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  removal  of  night 
soil,  public  urinals,  suggested  improvements  for 
street  sprinkling  and  sweeping,  schoolhouses  al,,i 
their  ventilation,  Miller's  River   and  other  nuis- 


ances, and  the  work  of  filling  low  sections  of  the 
city. 

Vital  Statistics.  The  number  of  deaths  in  this 
city  from  January  4, 1873,  including  the  deaths  for 
the  week  ending  that  day,  to  April  25,  1874,  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  seventeen  months,  was  10,372.  A 
chart  of  the  "general  mortality  is  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  also  charts  of  mortality  from  ten  dif- 
ferent causes.  These  arf  made  up  from  weekly 
tallies  furnished  us  by  Hie  City  Registrar.  We 
also  append  chart-showing  the  range  of  mortality 
from  different  causes  dining  the  year,  and  also 
charts  showing  daily  temperature,"  humidity  and 
rainfall. 

Burials.  Feeling  the  need  of  an  officer  of  our 
board  to  be  known  as  "Registrar  of  Deaths  and 
Burials,"  on  the  16*h  of  March  last  we  created 
cucli  office  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  and 
also,  with  his  approval,  appointed  Mr.  Apollonio, 
the  City  Registrar,  to  that  office.  On  the  same 
day  we  also,  with  the  Mayor's  approval,  issued 
and  published  the  following  order: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Bostox,  March  16, 1874.     ( 

Ordered,  That  after  March  23,  1874,  no  human 
body  shall  be  buried  in  or  removed  from  the  city, 
until  the  facts  required  by  the  first  clause  of  sec- 
tion 4,  chapter  21,  of  the  General  Statutes,  shall 
have  been  returned  to  and  recorded  by  the  Regis- 
trar of  Deaths  and  Burials. 

Ordered,  further,  That  the  Registrar,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  grant  permits 
for  the  burial  or  removal  of  human  bodies,  shall 


physician'-  certificate  roquhe.1  by  the  above  chap- 
ter caraiot,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  be  ob- 
tained, report  thereof  shall  be  made  to  the  Regis- 
trar in  season  to  obtain  from  the  City  Physician 
the  certificate  required.  In  fan:  burial. 

Registrar's  office  hours  from  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M., 
week  days;  from  10  to  12  A.  M.,  Sundays. 

Attest:  C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Approved  March  18, 1874. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Tenement  Houses.  The  number  of  tenement 
houses  inspected  and  entered  upon  our  books  dur- 
ing the  year  is  2169.  These  require  frequent  vis- 
itations. The  number  of  families  occupving  them 
is  13,589.  Number  of  persons,  45,700.  These  added 
to  those  entered  prior  to  May  1, 1873,  make  the 
tenement  houses  so  far  a>  we  have  them,  2789;  the 
families  occupying  them.  1  ,.132:  the  persons,  60,- 
270.  A  paper  on  this  subject  by  Dr.  Richardson  is 
appended. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality 
of  this  city  is  large.  More  than  2500  chil- 
dren died  in  Boston  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  between  Jan.  4,  1873,  and  April  25, 
1874,  including  those  who  died  during  the  week 
ending  with  the  former  date.  We  give  the  total 
deaths  at  different  ages:  Under  one  year,  2583; 
between  one  and  five,  1555;  between  5  and  10, 
435:  between  10  ami  20,  597;  between  20  and  40, 
2277;  between  40  and  60,  1541;  between  60  and  80, 
1119;  between  80  and  90,  224;  over  90,  41. 

Nearly  25  per  cent,  of  thp  deaths,  then,  are  of 
those  under  the  age  of  one  year.  What  excusable 
account  can  be  given  for  this  ?  Are  parents  less 
attached  to  children  of  such  tender  age,  and  so 
give  them  less  care  and  attention?  Are  the  chil- 
dren less  attractive  then?  We  ask  these  questions 
because  the  fact  is  a  startling  one. 

Stony  Brook  Seicer.  While  it  is  our  intention  to 
fasten  upon  Miller's  River,  the  establishments  on 
it  and  the  cities  through  which  it  runs,  their  full 
share  of  the  responsibility  for  the  sufferings  many 
of  our  citizens  "have  endured,  we  mean  to  deal 
justly,  and  to  show  that  Boston  is  far  from  being 
free  from  blame  in  this  matter.  We  have  already 
alluded  to  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  with  its  two 
open  mouths  pouring  into  the  western  basin. 
Whoever  passes  through  Parker  street  when  the 
tide  is  low  and  the  wind  southwest  will  often  get 
for  some  distance  on  his  passage  a  stench,  but  not 
the  Miller's  River  stench.  And  there  is  no  excuse 
for  this.  At  low  tide  there  are  at  least  100  acre 
of  Mats  exposed  and  bare,  west  of  Parker  street, 
east  from  Brookline  avenue  and  south  from  Bea- 
con street.  And  what  passes  through  this  sewer? 
One-half  of  the  sewage  of  the  Highlands.  But  if 
the  classification  of  stenchi  -  evei  be  reduced  to  a 
science  or  an  art.  the  powers  of  a  brewery  to  con- 
taminate a  drain  must  bereekonedfirst-class.  And 
through  this  sewer  passe-  the  drainage  of  at  least 
eleven  breweries— the  Burton,  the  Highland 
Spring,  the  Norfolk,  the  Rockland,  the   Standard. 


485 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


the  Union,  liurkhardrs,  Jutz's,  Kennev's,  Pfaff's, 
and  Roessle'f-.  And  the  capacity  of  all  these 
breweries  is  the  manufacture  of  at'  least  3000  bar- 
rels of  beer  a  day.  What  then  must  be  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  drainage  that  passes 
through  Sbiiiy  brook  and  out  upon"  the  fiats  from 
these  sources' alone?  Add  to  this  the  drainage  of 
a  portion  of  Brookline.  There  are  thousands  of 
people,  representing  millions  of  money,  who  pay 
heavy  taxes— but  it  is  the  same  to  us  if  they  could 
be  reckoned  only  by  tens,  who  could  not  even  pay 
a  poll  tax— who  are  frequent  sufferers  from  tin's 
sewer.  Tne  terminus  of  this  sewer  should  not  he 
there  for  another  hour,  and  its  gaping  mouths 
should  without  delay  be  hidden  from  human  sight 
and  smell.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  pres- 
ent year  has  just  passed,  being  chapter  280  of  the 
Acts  of  187*,  "An  act  relating  to  Parker  street, 
known  as  the  Cross  Dam,  in  the.  city  of  Boston," 
whereby  we  hope  something  may  be  accomplish- 
ed toward  relieving  the  residents  on  the  Back 
Bay  from  this  great  nuisance.  Across  the  Charles 
are  the  East  Cambridge  lints,  exposed  at  low  tide, 
and  upon  which  pours  much  of  the  sewage  of  the 
easterly  portion  of  that  city.  And  on  this  side, 
at  the  angle   of  the   river  at  the  foot  of   Otter 


excuse.  We  regret  that  an  net  of  the  Legislature 
of  1866,  chapter  247,  was  not  long  ago  put  in  force; 
and  we  hope  soon  to  see  the  wall  on  the  southerly 
line  of  the  river  set  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
further  out,  a  curve  formed  at  Otter  street,  the 
intervening  space  filled  m,  green  grass  and  the 
odor  of  flowers  take  the  place  of  filthy  mud  and 
odor  of  sewers,  with  a  similar  green  border  on 
the  Cambridge  side,  so  that  no  flats  whatever  on 
either  side  of  the  river  shall  ever  he  exposed. 
Other  considerations  may  lead  to  thus  filling  and 
adorning  the  river,  but  we  speak  of  it  solely  as  a 
great  sanitary  measure.  So  if  the  western  basin 
could  be  dredged  and  kept  forever  open,  this 
would  he  another  great  sanitary  measure  the 
city  would  nevei  regret.  The  Charles,  instead  of 
being  a  receptacle  of  sewers,  might  then  be  made 
the  hearer  of  a  much  sweeter  burden  to  the 
sea.  But  very  little  sweeter,  if  any,  is 
the  drainage  of  the  other  half  of  the  High- 
lands. Four  sewers  pour  their  horrible  filth 
into  the  old  Roxbury  canal  at  Albany  street,  and 
wait  for  the  t  ide  to  take  what  it  is  willing  to  carry 
away.  1st.  The  sewer  for  the  easteily  section  of 
the  Highlands,  with  an  open  mouth' measuring 
five  feet  by  three  feet  four  inches.  2d.  Chester- 
park  sewer,  three  feet  square.  3d.  Concord-street 
sewer,  four  feet  square.  4th.  A  private  sewer, 
ahottt  two  feet  square.  The  contents  of  these 
sewers  are  too  vile  and  loathsome  to  look  upon, 
and  their  odors  must  nauseate  and  poison  thou- 
sands every  year. 

Sewerage.  'This  whole  system  of  sewerage  is 
clearly  wrong.  Our  beautiful  city  is  almost  en- 
circled by  the  mouths  of  sewers  discharging  their 
contents  into  shoal  water  or  upon  Hats,  the  sewer 
gases  rendering  the  atmosphere  for  some  distance 
about  the  wharves  absolutely  dangerous  to 
breathe.  About  these  wharves  are  large  num- 
bers of  laborers,  whose  ditties  are  always  there; 
and  within  range  of  these  gases  are  thousands 
of  dwellings.  Should  not  the  sewers  all  be  turned 
southeasterly  into  deep  water?  Or  would  it  be 
more  feasible  to  construct  a  large  marginal  sewer, 
into  which  all  otheis  should  discbarge  their  con- 
tents, and  this  one  be  carried  away  into  deep  wa- 
tei  from  :i  point  nearest  the  bay?  These  are  im- 
portant questions,  and  deserve  to  be  carefully 
considered,  requiring,  as  it  seems  to  us.  the  im- 
medi.itc  invi  ligation  of  experienced  engineers. 
There  are  large  neighborhoods  in  the  city  entirely 
destitute  of  sewers,  oi  nn\  proper  mean's  of  get- 
ting rid  of  their  vault,  »nik,  or  cess  pool  drainage, 
and  much  sickness  exists  in  thi'se  places  in  eon- 
sequence.  There  are  also,  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  low  marsh  lands,  which  are  unhealthy.  In 
the  Charlestovvn  District  there  are  200  acres ;  in 
Brighton,  41)11;  in  West  Roxbury,  127.  There  are 
more  than  2110 acres  of  land  east  of  Hampden  street, 
in  Ward  13.  flint  ought  to  be  raised.  A  large  portion 
of  the  territory  east  of  Harrison  avenue,  between 
Dedham  and  Northampton  streets, is  too  low.  So 
is  the  Berlin-street  territory,  and  it  has  caused  us 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  territory  bounded  by 
Swett,  Hampden,  Foundry  and  Gerard  streets 
should  be  raised.  And  we  respectfully  submit 
that  no  marsh  bind  should  be  allowed  to  be  inhab- 
ited, nor  a  building  be  allowed  to  be  placed  on  it 
until  proper  and  sufficient  drainage  is  provided. 
We  mean  drainage  independent  of  sewerage.     If 


we  stop  to  reflect  how  greatly  health  and  comfort 
are  affected  by  undrained  land,  we  shall  easily  see 
that  such  spots  should  not  be  inhabited,  ihere 
are  a  great  many  vacant  lots  of  land  in  the  city 
without  any  drainage,  and  the  city  should  neither 
cause  nor  allow  water  from  the  streets  to  flow  up- 
on these  lots. 

We  are  satisfied  Hint  all  sewers  should  discharge 
their  contents  into  deep  water,  and  as  far  out  into 
the  harbor  as  possible,  and  i :  no  instance  should 
the  mouth  of  a  sewer  be  exposed,  even  at  the 
lowest  tide. 

Nuisances  Abated.  The  f  blowing  is  a  list  of 
nuisances,  etc..  inspected  and  abated  between 
May  tst,  is:.",  and  May  1st,  1874: 

Defective  drainage,  1240;  defective  ventilation. 
64;  defective  vaults  and  privies.  2802;  non-compli- 
ance with  tenement-house  law,  2091;  tilth  gener- 
ally, 232;  cellars  vacated,  12.1;  garbage  receptacles 
ordered  and  provided, 397:  stagnant  water,  390: 
want  of  repairs,  109:  filthy  yards,  1139;  filthy  cel- 
lars. 620;  leaky  roofs,  107;  fowls,  swine  and  goats, 
114;  wet  lands,  Kb  ;  exposed  manure,  104;  sundry 
complaints,  120.     Total  10,553. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  ordered  172 
houses  to  he  vacated,  and  there  have  been  107 
prosecutions.  Many  of  the  cases  in  the  list  just 
given  required  half  a  dozen  visits,  soj»e  twice 
that.  They  would  average  at  least  five  or  six 
visits. 

Public  Schoolliousr  I'futilii! inn .  On  this  sub- 
ject the  board  submit  a  report  of  Or.  R.  C.  Kedize 
of  Michigan,  bearing  on  its  importance  to  the 
general  public  health,  and  say,  "It  has  for  a  long- 
time been  our  intention  oarefully  to  examine  the 
schoolrooms  in  our  city  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing, by  practical  test's,  what  means  they  have 
of"  ventilation,  etc.  But  we  have  been  unable 
to  do  so.  In  many,  if  not  all  of  our  public 
schools,  there  are  recitation  rooms  where  too 
many  children  are  packed  in  together  and  are 
kept  there  too  long.  In  one  that  we  know  of, 
whose  dimensions  are  small,  from  forty  to  forty- 
five  children  arc  occasionally  kept  from  forty  to 
seventy  minutes  with  closed'  doors  and  windows. 
And  this  is  education  !  Undoubtedly;  for  educa- 
tion, as  we  understand  it,  comes  from  the  Latin  e 
and  i'Iiico,  to  lead  forth,  or  to  ilrmc  out:  and  if 
this  system  does  not  draw  out  all  the  life-blood 
from  the  children  it  must  be  because  of  their  in- 
corrigible stubbornness;  it  certainly  can't  be  any 
fault  of  the  system,  for  'it  is  perfect,  after  its 
kind.'  We  have  a  feeling,  too,  amounting  to  al- 
most a  solemn  conviction,  that  climbing  up  end- 
less flights  of  stairs  is  of  no  practical  benefit  to 
young  or  old  of  either  sex,  and  may  be  even  a  pos- 
itive injury  to  that  known  as  the  gentler  one; 
that  in  the  construction  of  our  schoolhouses  too 
much  is  spent  in  height  and  not  enough  in  length 
or  breadth." 

The  Period*  of  Disease.  Charts  are  presented 
showing  the  periods  when  specified  diseases  most 
prevailed.  From  these  it  would  appear  that  during 
the  period  covered  bythe  report  cholera  infantum 
was  .almost  entirely 'confined  to  July,  August  and 
September.  Inflammation  of  the  lungs  had  most 
victims  in  January  and  August,  but  was  very 
widely  distributed  over  the  other  months,  as  was 
also  consumption.  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
prevailed  most  in  the  months  of  April  and  May. 
Fatal  cases  of  diarrho'n  and  dysentery  were  most- 
ly recorded  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September.  The  weekly  death  rate  was  highest 
in  the  weeks  ending  Jan.  1  and  Aug.  9,  1873. 
Charts  are  also  given  which  show  the  daily  mor- 
tality, the  daily  mean  temperature,  rainfall,  and 
other  valuable' facts. 

The  Expenditures  are  detailed  at  the  close  of 
the  report,  audit  appears  that  the  total  amount 
expended  from  Jan.  1,  1873,  to  April  30,  1874,  was 
S17S.T77.44.  The  receipts  for  the  same  period  were 
•S43.407.45.  The  amount  of  city  property  in  the 
hands  of  the  Department  is  sll7,814.23. 

In  closing  this  report  we  cheerfully  acknowledge 
the  kind  assistance  and  cooperation  which  have 
been  received  at  the  hands  of  his  Honor  the  May- 
or, from  the  City  Council,  and  from  the  several 
heads  of  departments  with  whom  we  have  come 
in  contact. 

City  Phi/sicimi's  Hi  port.  There  have  been  485 
persons  vaccinated,  of  which  number  twenty-nine 
were  persons  re-vaccinated.  Certificates  of  vacci- 
nation have  been  given  to  143  children  for  their 
admission  into  the  public  schools.  Vaccine  virus 
has  been  furnished  to  fifteen  physicians,  who  were 
residents  of  the  citv.  There  have  been  examined 
at  the  jail  3227  prisoners,  and  of  this  number  1519 
have  been   vaccinated;  the  remaining  1708  were 
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already  protected  by  a  previous  attack  of  small- 
pox, or  a  recent  vaccination.  Visits  have  been 
made  to  the  jail  daily,  or  oftener,  as  the  occasion 
required.  The  sick  at  the  City  Prison  and  at  the 
Temporary  Home  have  been  seen  whenever  it  was 
necessary.  At  the  latter  place  four  women  have 
been  confined.  Arrangements  are  made  now, 
however,  with  the  officers  of  the  Boston  Lying-in 
Ho-pital,  Xo.  24  McLean  street,  by  which  such 
patients  are  received  at  their  institution  from  the 
Temporary  Home. 

Among  the  duties  required  of  the  City  Physician, 
by  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Public  Health,  is 
the  physical  examination  of  all  candidates  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  police  force,  and  in  accordance 
•with  this  requirement  I  have  examined  forty-five 
policemen.  By  the  request  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, I  hive  also  examined  206  firemen  in  the 
same  way.  TVhile  this  dutv  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  city  ordinance,  I  think  it  eminently  proper 
that  it  should  be  required  from  the  incumbent  of 
this  office. 

I  have  seen  during  the  year  more  than  230  bodies 
of  persons  who  have  died  without  a  physician  in 
attendance  during  their  last  illness.  These  cases 
comprise  principally  those  who  die  from  chronic 
disease,  where  there  has  been  no  medical  care  for 
months  before  death,  and  those  who  die  suddenly. 
They  include  also  those  who  die  at  birth  or  soon 
after,  with  no  physician  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
turns. In  such  instances  a  careful  examination  is 
made,  the  symptoms  learned,  and  a  diagnosis 
reached  for  all  practical  purposes.  The  law  re- 
quires a  medical  certificate  of  death  before  a  per- 
mit is  granted  to  bury  abody;  and  these  examina- 
tions are  made  in  order  to  conform  with  the  law-, 
as  well  as  to  collect  the  statistics  for  the  bills  of 
mortality. 

JSssays.  The  report  contains  two  essays,  one  on 
"Tenement  House-.''  by  TV.  L.  Richardson,  M.  D.. 
and  one  ''The  Registration  of  Mortality  in  Bos- 
ton." by  F.  W.  Draper,  M.  I). 

Adulteration  of  Food,  Etc.  Professor  J.  M. 
Merrick  contributes  the  result  of  a  series  of  analy- 
ses made  at  the  request  of  the  board,  of  articles 
liable  to  adulteration,  including  bakuig  ijowders. 
yeast,  confectionery,  etc. 

A  considerable  number  of  samples  of  sugar  have 
been  submitted  to  analysis  for  the  purnose  of  de- 
tecting adulterations  and  admixture-,"  -hould  any 
exist.  There  is  still  prevalent  unfounded  notions 
that  flour  and  sand  are  mixed  with  sugars  for 
the  purpose  of  adulteration,  that  the"  trifling 
amount  of  bluing  used  in  finishing  white  sugars  i- 
very  injurious  to  health,  and  that" the  use  of  blood 
in  the  first  stages  of  the  refining  process  is  to  be 
considered  wholly  unjustifiable.  All  these  ideas 
are  entirely  unsupported  by  facts.  I  have  not 
yet  been  abl-  to  secure  a  sample  of  adulterated 
sugar;  the  bluing  m  white  sugar  is  harmless  in 
itself,  and  so  exi  eedingly  minute  in  quantity  as  to 
baffie  all  chemical  tests';  and  as  to  the  use  of 
blood,  it  may  be  said  that  what  little  is  used— and 
some  refiners  use  none  at  all— is  coagulated  by 
eeat  in  the  first  step  in  sugar  refining,  skimmed 
off  and  thrown  away.  Even  if  it  were  not,  it  is 
impossible  that  it  would  be  able  to  get  through  the 
elaborate  systems  of  filters  employed  in  refining. 
The  board  has  not  been  able  to  secure  a  .sample 
of  sugar  adulterated  in  any  way  whatever.  The 
largest  per  cent,  of  insoluble  matter,  correspond- 
ing to  sand,  etc.,  is  one-tenth  of  one 'per  cent.,  and 
only  one  sample  was  found  where  the  moisture 
reached  five  per  cent.  On  tlie  other  hand,  while 
many  samples  of  pure  sugar  confectionery  were 
examined,  a  series  was  obtained  which  were 
colored  with  salts  of  arsenic,  copper,  anrimonv 
and  lead,  and  several  were  adulterated  with  Hour 
and  plaster  of  Paris.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
unfair  to  assume  that  from  one-third  to  one-half 
of  the  colored  confectionery  sold  owes  its  color  to 
injurious  pigments,  sometimes  introduced,  in 
large  amounts.  Ir  fact,  one  sample  of  yellow- 
lozenges  contained  1.1  per  cent,  of  antimony. 
Some  Origin  colors  are  due  to  the  presence  of 
aniline  coloring  matters,  and  it  is  a  still  disputed 
question  whether  these  are  not  poisonous  per  ,ip, 
even  when  made  without  the  use  of  arsenic. 
Fromthe  pieceding  partial  investigation  it  would 
seem  that  the  employment  of  term  oiba,  sulphate 
of  lime,  in  adulterating  confectionery,  is  not  so 
extensive  as  it  is  popularly  believed  to  be. 

A  number  of  sample*  of  vinegar,  both  of  cider 
vingar  and  the  so-called  ''wine''  vinegar,  were 
purchased  at  various  shop-,  and  -objected  to 
careful  analysis,  the  results  of  which  are  shown 
in  the  subjoined  table.  The  wine  vinegar,  s,, 
called,  is  well  known  to  be  made  by  the   quick 


process  from  diluted  whiskey,  and  it  is  generally 
nearly  colorless,  but  does  not  owe  its  origin  to 
wine  that  has  undergone  the  acetous  fermenta- 
tion. Honestly  made  vinegar  should  contain  be- 
tween three  and  four  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid .  and 
is  open  to  suspicion  when  the  percentage  falls 
below  these.  It  may  be  said  that  no  one  consumes 
at  one  time  pickles  enough  to  injure  him  by  the 
alum  and  copper  they  contain ;  but  while'  this 
may  be  true,  it  certainly  seems  unwise  to  use,  in 
the  preparation  of  articles  of  food,  or  of  condi- 
ments, substances  known  to  be  deleterious  to 
health.  The  color  of  pickles,  gherkins,  etc.,  is  a 
mere  matter  of  fashion. 

Analyses  of  canned  fruits  were  undertaken,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  citric  and  malic 
acids  of  such  fruits  act  upon  ami  dissolve  any  of 
the  metal  of  the  tin  cans,  or  any  of  the  solder  used 
in  sealing  them. 

The  fruits  were  turned  out  of  the  cans  into  por- 
celain vessels,  stirred  with  four  times  their  bulk 
of  distilled  water,  filtered,  the  filtrate  evaporated 
to  dryness,  with  the  addition  of  pure  nitric  acid. 
and  the  residue  tested  for  lead,  copper  and  tin. 
In  all  cases  tin  was  found  present  in  what  might 
be  termed  a  considerable  amount  for  this  metal, 
as  well  as  the  much  smaller  quantities  of  lead 
and  copper  which  were  detected,  were  present  in 
weights  too  small  for  a  successful  quantitative 
determination.  I  attribute  the  presence  of  the 
copper  to  the  kettles  in  which  the  fruits  were 
prepared  for  sealing.  The  reagents  used  were 
entirely  free  from  metal.  A  case  of  lead  colic  has 
recently  been  reported  in  tne  medical  journals. 
where  the  source  of  the  poison  was  f  mud  to  be  in 
the  can  from  which  the  patient  had  been  eating 
preserved  fruits.  To  avoid  danger,  the  fruit 
should  be  removed  from  the  can  as  soon  as  it  is 
opened.  Exposure  of  the  metal  to  the  atmosphere, 
especially  in  contact  w-ith  an  acid  liquid,  pro- 
motes oxidation  and  solution  of  the  metal. 

A  very  small  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
analyzing  ale  and  alcoholic  liquors,  or,  rather,  a 
*mall  number  of  samples  has  been  examined.  In 
each  ease  the  alcohol  was  determined  by  careful 
distillation  of  i  measure. 1  quantity,  the  'distillate 
being  made  up  to  the  original  bulk,  and  its  spe- 
cific gravity  taken,  thus  giving  the  alcoholic 
strength  which  is  given  below-  in  per  cent,  by  vol- 
ume. These  results  are  striking  in  one  respect, 
viz.,  the  unlikeness  of  the  samples  of  whiskey  in 
strength,  the  price  bein"-  about  the  same  per  'gal- 
lon. Two  samples,  had  evidently  been  diluted. 
The  residues  obtained  from  the  above  liquids 
upon  evaporation  on  a  water  bath  were  verv  uni- 
form in  kind,  for  the  tw-o  different  classes.  Those 
from  the  ales  were  dark  colored  and  bitter,  with 
little  sweetness ;  those  from  the  distilled  liquors 
appeared  to  consist  of  extractive  and  coloring 
matter,  with  some  little  sugar.  They  were  exam- 
ined for  the  presence  of  picric  acid,  alkaloid-, 
etc.,  employing  for  the  latter,  Dragemlo:  tf's 
method,  imnrovel  by  Kubieki.  with  entirely  neg- 
ative results.  ISTo  indications  were  obtained'of  the 
addition  or  admixture  of  any  deleterious  body. 
From  these  analyses  and  from  knowledge  deriveil 
out.-idc  this  research,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  adulteration  of  ale  or  beer,  beyond  a  little 
harmless  coloring,  in  this  pait  of  the  country,  is 
one  of  the  rarest  occurrences.  The  sample-  of 
whiskey  were  apparently  of  different  age,  and 
certainly  of  different  flavors,  a  comparison  of 
which  cannot  be  easily  made  in  figures,  and,  as 
has  oeen  shown,  were  considerably  unlike  in 
strength. 

A  fe'w  samples  of  kerosene  have  been  analyzed 
so  far  as  to  determine  their  specific  gravity  and 
flashing  point.  The  danger  in  the  use  of  petrole- 
um products  is  proportioned  to  their  inflammabil- 
ity, and  it  is  a  matter  of  high  importai  ce  to  know 
whether  the  oil  we  are  using  is  one  that  will  flash 
at  alow  or  a  comparatively  high  point.  Ihe  old 
law  of  Congress  fixed  the  burning  point— that  is 
the  point  at  which  the  oil  may  be  kindled  with  a 
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benzine  or  naphtha  arises  from  the  fact  that  the 
naphtha  or  benzine  vapor,  when  mixed  with  air  in 
the  right  proportion,  form-  an  exceedingly  explo- 
sive mixture,  which,  upon  contact  witli  flame, 
as  in  the  breaking  of  a  lamp,  or  by  em  • 
tion  established  between  the  reservoij  of  the 
lamps  and  its  own  flame,  explode-  with  disastrous 
consequences.    That  these  accident-  occur  almost 
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daily,  in  spite  of  all  warnings,  is  patent  to  those 
who  read  the  daily  papers.  A  few  per  cent,  of 
naphtha  or  benzine  will  make  an  od  dangerous, 
vet  this  same  oil  mav  have  a  burning  point  above 
110°  F.  The  '•flashing  test,"  therefore,  i.  e.  the 
determination  of  the  degree  of  temperature  at 
which  an  oil  evolves,  or  rather  begin'-  to  evolve, 
explosive  vapors,  is  the  test  that  alone  should  be 
trusted  in  examining  suspected  burning'  fluids. 

An  elaborate  series  of  experiments'  made  by 
Professor  C.  F.  (handler,  upon  burning  kerosene 
oil  in  lamps  of  glass, brass,  tin  and  bronze,  show 
that  in  trials  extending  over  a  time  of  seven  hours, 
in  only  one  instance  did  the  tompevature  of  the 
oil  in  the  lamp  reach  KM  F..  tke  lowest  in  twenty- 
three  trials  being  79°  F.,  and  the  highest,  with  the 
above  exception,  95°. 75.  This  shows  that  an  oil 
which  does  not  evolve  an  explosive  vapor  below 
100°  F.,  and  does  not  it-elf  take  lire  below  110°  F., 
is  safe  for  use  in  ordinary  lamps.  Oils  which 
emit  a  combustible  vapor  at  temperatures  below 
100°  F.,  if  sold  at  all,  should  be  put  up  in  packages 
marked  "dangerous,"  and  buyers  should  take  and 
use  them  know  iug  the  risks  to  which  they  subject 
themselves  anil  their  fumilies. 

I  may  add  here,  that  of  636  (six  hundred  and 
thirtv-'six)  samples  of  oils  tested  bv  order  of  the 
New  York  Hoard  of  Health  in  1st;;),  only  21  ^twen- 
ty-one) were  found  to  be  safe.  Two  hundred  and 
eighty  were  classed  ••dangerous,"  three  hundred 
and  six  "highly  dangerous,"  and  twenty-nine 
were  simply  naphthas,  benzines  and  gasolines, 
sold  as  "safety  oils." 

The  comparatively  small  number  of  oils  tested 
by  myself  show— so  faras  the  research  goes— that 
oils  a'rc  sold  in  this  market  that  will  not  stand  the 
flashing  test  of  100°  F. ;  but,  so  far,  no  sample  of 
unmixed  naphtha— sold  for  illuminating;  oil— has 
been  brought  in  for  examination.  Of  twenty-two 
specimens  analyzed,  only  two,  or  one-eleventh  of 
the  whole,  satisfied  the  requirement  of  the  100°  F. 
flashing  test.  In  connection  with  kerosene  and 
its  u^e,  another  matter  has  been  examined,  viz., 
preparations  prol'e.-sing  to  "purify"  kerosene  oil. 
and  to  render  dangerous  and  explosive  oil  safe, 
It  has  been  well  said  of  these  patents  and  secret 
processes,  that  they  are  not  only  ridiculous,  but 
their  sale  to  ignorant  persons  is  a  crime  only 
equalled  by  murder.  To  a  chemist  the  notion  that 
the  addition  of  a  few  grains  of  an  inert  substance 
to  a  gallon  of  benzine  will  prevent  its  vapor  from 
exploding  when  brought  in  contact  with  a  flame 
is  simply  ludicrous;  but  the  success  of  the 
irresponsible  and  itinerant'  salesman  depends 
upon  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  buyers.  It 
is  impossible  to  render  light  oils  inexplosive 
and  safe— in  spite  of  the  patents  to  the  con- 
trary. The  usual  trick,  viz.,  putting  a  few 
grains  of  the  patented  preparation  into  benzine, 
turning  the  benzine  out  of  the  bottle,  and  apply- 
ing a  lighted  match  to  the  mouth,— no  explosion 
following,— is  no  test  at  all,  as  it  requires  a  good 
deal  of  skill  and  management  to  obtain  just  the 
right  mixture  of  air  and  vapor  required  for  an 
explosion,  although,  of  course,  this  mixture  may 
occur  at  any  time  in  the  use  of  the  burning  fluid. 
Two  or  three  preparations  have  been  analyzed; 
one  professing  to  prevent  explosions,  and  another 
labelled,  "Dr.  A.  R.  Bicknell's  Oleo,  a  French 
chemical  preparation  for  purifying  kerosene  oil. 
Directions— One  half-ienspoonful  in  the  lamp, 
once  in  sixty  days.  Price  seventy-five  cents." 
This,  upon  analy-is.  proved  to  be  potash  alum, 
finely  powdered  and  colored  with  some  pink  ani- 
line dye.  The  box,  powder  and  color,  could  not 
have  cost  more  than  two  cents,  and  the  action  of 
thepowderuiioii  kerosene  or  benzine  would  be 
exactly  nothing.  The  first-named  preparation 
was  common  salt,  colored  pink.    There  is  a  third 

Sowder  in  the  market  sold  as  a  means  of  rendering 
angerous  oils  sale,  and  to  keep  lamp  chimneys 
I  mm  hi-riihimj,  of  which  i  have  not  had  a  sanij  la. 
A  number  of  samples  of  teas  of  low  grades  and 
cheap  quality  have  been  examined,  and,  so  far  as 
possible,  analyzed.  The  low-grade  teas  examined 
were  black  teas,  and  in  none  of  them  have  I  been 
able  to  detect  any  "facing,"  so  called,  or  artificial 
coloring.  They  appear  to  consist— so  far  as  the 
samples  examined  testify— of  poor  teas,  rendered 
more  nearly  worthless  by  the  admixture  of  leaves 
from  which  all  the  virtue  has  been  extracted  and 
utilized.  In  some  of  them  the  clay  or  sand— 
whether  added  intentionally  or  not— was  in  mass- 
es that  could  be  picked  out  with  the  fingers.  I 
have  not  succee.led  in  finding  the  adulteration 
exciting  at  the  present  time  so  much  at- 
tention in  England,  viz.,  magnetic  iron  ore, 
and   lumps    and   filings   of  iron,     and   I    am  in 


doubt  whether  any  tea  so  falsified  comes  to  this 
market.  The  color  of  tea,  it  may  be  remarked,  is 
dependent  upon  its  preparation,  and  not  upon 
any  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  plant.  A  well- 
known  tea  company  is  now  preparing  as  r/rcen  tea 
the  leaves  from  the  same  plants  of  which  they 
have  hitherto  manufactured  ««efctea. 

The  analyses  of  genuine  teas,  made  in  the  same 
way,  show  a  remarkable  constancy  of  composi- 
tion, and  it  is  impossible  to  tell,  from  analytical 
results,  which  tea  would  command  the  highest 
price;  and  this  fact  is  important,  for  while  any 
large  amount  of  adulteiation  is  shown  at  once  by 
the  analysis,  there  is  little  dancer  that  a  poor  or 
inferior  tea  will  be  mistaken  for  an  adulterated 
one. 

The  ash  of  genuine  tea  varies  from  5.24  to  6.00 
per  cent.  An  increase  in  the  percentage  of  ash 
means  one  of  two  thii  gs,  viz.,  adulteration  with 
exhausted  leaves,  or  sophistication  by  the  addi- 
tion of  silica,  steatite  or  other  "facing." 
,  A  few  samples  of  poisonous  hair  dves  and  cos- 
metics have  been  examined.  These  hair  prepa- 
rations depend  for  their  value  upon  the  chemical 
action  of  a  salt  of  lead  and  sulphur.  The  black 
sulphide  of  lead,  formed  in  and  upon  the  hair, 
changes  its  color  foi  the  time  being.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  use  of  these  nasty 
preparations  is  attended  with  much  risk,  from  the 
absorption  of  lead  into  the  pores  of  the  skin,  and 
thus  into  the  system.  These  hair  dyes  are,  in  a 
greater  or  less'degrce,  poisonous  and  undesirable 
toilet,  preparations,  and  it  i-  right  that  the  public 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  their  composition 
and  probable  effect.  Two  things  are  very  striking 
in  view  of  these  analyses,  namely  ;  first,  the  fact 
that  preparations  whose  base  is  metallic  and 
poisonous  should  be  advertised  as  vegetable, 
and  urged  upon  the  public  as  renewing  oi 
"rejuvenating"  the  hair;  and  second,  the 
enormous  disproportion  between  the  cost 
and  selling  price  of  these  dyes.  The  cost 
can  be  but  a  few  cents  for  the  preparation  and 
the  bottle,  and  the  selling  prices  are  from 
ty-five  cents  to  $1-50.  It  follows,  from  the  seven- 
analysis,  that  some  of  the  lotions  and  enamels  are 
perfectly  harmless,  while  others  are  nearly  as 
dangerous  as  any  toilet  preparation  can  lie  made. 
Perry's  Moth  anil  Freckle  Lotion  contains  three 
virulent  poisons  in  considerable  quanity.  Some 
of  the  enamels  contain  oxide  of  zinc,  or  oxide  of 
lead,  and,  so  far,  are  to  be  set  down  as  unsafe. 
When  they  consist  of  carbonate  of  lime,  talc,  or 
magnesia  only,  they  cannot  be  called  poisonous, 
and  yet  thev  can  hardly  fie  said  to  be  free  from 
an  injurious  tendency,  as  their  application  to  the 
skin  must  result  in  closing  its  pores,  and  check 
its  proper  action.  As  in  the  ease  of  the  hair  dyes, 
there  was  exhibited  an  enormous  disproportion 
between  the  cost  of  the  materials  of  which  these 
cosmetics  are  made,  and  their  selling  price.  It 
would  be  an  excellent  step,  if  possible,  to  compel 
the  manufacturers  of  cosmetics  to  state  plainly, 
on  the  labels  of  their  wares,  whether  they  do  or 
do  not  contain  any  injurious  metals  or  salts  of 
metals.  In  that  case  the  purchaser  would  buy 
and  use  dangerous  cosmetics  knowingly,  and  at 
his  own  risk. 

Samples  of  roasted  and  ground  coffee  have  been 
received  and  submitted  to  analysis.  All  the  sam- 
plesexecpl  one  werejgrossly  adulterated  ,  and  there 
mav  be  doubt  whether  there  was  anil  coffee  in  one 
or  two  of  them.  The  small  amount  of  ash  left 
upon  incineration,  taken  together  with  the  trifling 
amount  of  silica,  leads  to  the  belief  that  legumi- 
nous seeds-peas  and  beans— play  as  important  a 
part  in  adulteration  as  the  useful  ehiccory.  It  may 
perhaps  be  said  that,  in  most  cases,  there  is  no 
real  deception  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  that 
the  buyer  is  not  defrauded,  because  no  one  should 
expect  to  buy  roasted  and  ground  coffee  for 
eleven  or  fifteen  cents  a  pound,  when  the  raw 
berry  costs  about  twice  as  much,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  pi  ice  is  a  fair  index  of  the  quality. 
This  mav  be  true,  but  it,  would  at  the  same  time 
seem  as 'though  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  mixed  chicory,  peas,  beans  and  rye, 
under  a  label  .ailing  the  contents  of  the  package 
"coffee,"  "fine  coffee,"  "superior,  economical  cof- 
fee," etc.  At  present  the  goods  are  certainly  sold 
under  false  pretences. 

Samples  of  well  waters  from  city  wells  have 
been  received  and  analyzed.  It  was  thought  de- 
sirable to  make  a  comparison  between  the  water 
of  wells  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  the 
C'ocliituate  water  supplied  by  the  mains.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
series  of  analyses ; 
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Grains  to  one  U.  S.  Gallon. 


A.    Well  Water. 


F. 


Cocliitujte. 


3.48 


1.01 


3.49 


.B3 


From  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing  results  it 
will  be  seen  how  enormously  the  weights  of  for- 
eign matter-  in  the  four  well  waters  exceed  those 
in  the  Cochituate,  and  while  it  is  impossible  to 
draw  a  sharp  line,  and  say  that  just  at  this  point 
a  water  becomes  uiidtinkable  and  unfit  for  use.  it 
is  safe  to  condemn  waters  that  contain  116  grains 
of  solid  matters  to  the  gallon,  and,  besides. 
notable  quantities  of  nitrates.  It  would  have 
been  possible  to  introduce  here  analyses  of  far- 
worse  samples  of  water  than  the  above— well  water 
from  wells  in  this  city,  which,  by  reason  of  satu- 
ration of  the  soil  with  drainage  matter,  had  be- 
come positively  noxious  and  undrinka'ble, — but  the 
preceding  analyses  of  waters,  taken  at  random, 
show  plainly  enough  what  is  likely  to  be  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  many  wells.  It  will  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  avoid  the  use  of  well  water  here,  and 
to  trust  to  the  Cochituate,  but,  to  make  the  warn- 
ing more  emphatic,  I  respectfully  urge  the  board 
to'make,  at  a  future  day,  a  more  extensive  series 
of  examinations  of  well  wateis  within  the  city's 
precincts.  While  the  weight  alone  of  the  matters 
present  in  any  water-  is  not  sufficient  to  condemn 
them,  still  it  will  be  hard,  l  think,  to  find  a  sample 
of  well  water  in  this  city  that  does  not  contain 
three  or  four  times  as  much  solid  matter  as  the 
Cochituate.  and  the  character  of  the  organic  mat- 
ters will  be  found  far  more  undesirable  than  that 
of  the  latter,— even  when  not  positively  dangerous. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  is 
included  in  the  document  and  gives  the  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  of  the  department,  together  with 
a  schedule  of  the  property  in  charge  of  the  same. 

FIRST    AKNTTAL    REPORT    OF    THE    BOARD  OF    FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  (City- 
Doc.  No.  66,  which  was  ordered  sent  down. 

The  board,  organized  and  entered  upon  their  du- 
ties November  20,  1873.  A  part  of  the  task  im- 
posed upon  the  board  was  to  reorganize  the  de- 
partment, and  establish  a  system,  which,  with  due 
regard  to  expenditure,  would  secure  the  greatest 
efficiency  attainable  with  the  force  authorized.  At 
the  sann'  time  it  was  important  that,  in  the  chan- 
ge- which  it  might  be  necessary  to  make,  nothing 
should  be  done  to  diminish  the  efficiency  of  the 
force  then  existing. 

The  reorganization  of  a  Fire  Department  is  al- 
ways, for  oV.vious  reasons,  a  matter  of  considera- 
ble difficulty.  The  machinery  must  never  stop,  no 
matter  what  changos  are  to  be  made.  The  city 
had  suffered  severely  by  the  recent  disastrous 
fires,  and  the  board  was  deeply  impressed  vritla 
the  necessity  that  there  should  be  no  precipitate 
or  ill-considered  action  on  their  part,  which 
might  tend,  even  for  a  short  period,  to  diminish 
the  security  of  the  city  at  a  season  of  the  year 
when  large  tires  are  most  likely  to  occur.  The  an- 
nexation of  Cbarlestown,  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  so  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
board,  complicated  the  problem  and  materially 
increased!  their  labors,  it  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  authorized  expenditures  for  the 
Fire  Department   had    already  exceeded    the 


propnation  originally  made;  and    it    might  fairly 
be  required  of   the   board,  that,  t 


asking  for 


additional  appropi  iation  to  carry  them  through 
the  year,  as  well  as  when  submitting  their  esti- 
mates for  the  ensuing  year,  the y  should  be  pre- 
pared with  a  well-digested   plan  of   organization. 


there  has  been  no  more  delay  than  circumstances 
rendered  necessary.  The  conduct  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  old  organization 
deserves  to  be  highly  commended.  Few  men  are 
ready  toadmit  the  value  of  changes  which  abridge 
any  former  privilege,  or  in  any  way  seem  to  press 
hardly  upon  them  ;  but  it  is  due  to  the  department 
to  say,  that,  with  comparatively  few  exceptions, 
they  have  shown  a  disposition  to  comply  cheer- 
fully with    such   rules  and    regulations    as   have 


been  deemed  Pv  the  board  essential  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  force,  and  have  manifested  a  spirit 
which  speaks  well  for  their  general  character. 

The  new  system  adopted  by  the  board  contem- 
plates the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  per- 
manent officers  and  men,  whose  whole  nine  shall 
be  devoted  to  fire  duty.  The  officers  will  be  held 
to  a  strict  res]  onsibility  for  the  companies  or 
men  placed  under  their  immediate  command. 
The  men  will  be  disciplined  and  drilled  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  the  greatest  efficiency  practica- 
ble. And  all  who  have  public  property  in  charge 
will  be  held  to  a  personal  accountability  for  its 
proper  care  and  preservation.  In  all  this  the 
board  claim  no  special  originality.  These  are  the 
simple  principle's  which  experience  has  shown 
must  govern  all  organizations  of  men,  whose 
operations  are  to  be  directed  effectively  for  a 
definite  purpose.  Responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  and  ol  e  lionee  on  the  part  of  the  men 
are  essential.  These  qualities  are  just  as  impor- 
tant in  operations  at  fires  as  in  military  affairs. 
The  habit  of  prompt  obedience  is  essential  to  con- 
cert of  action,  and  must  be  formed  by  discipline 
and  drill.  The  devotion  to  duty  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed will  continue  to  characterize  the  members 
of  this  department  furnishes  the  best  possible 
foundation  to  build  upon. 

There  is  no  question  that  a  force,  all  of  whose 
members  are  constantly  employed,  is  capable  of 
being  made  more  efficient  than  any  body  of  call 
members,  but  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  ex- 
tend over  the  whole  city  a  system  which  is  more 
especially  adapted  for  the  business  centre.  The 
varied  character  of  the  territory  now  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  demand  -  an  organiza- 
tion which  will  measurably  supply  the  needs  of 
each  without  entailing  disproportionate  expendi- 
ture. Within  the  city  proper,  therefore,  all  the 
companies  will  be  put  upon  this  permanent  basis, 
but  in  all  other  districts  the  existing  system  of 
call  companies,  slightly  mo  dlied,  will  for  the 
present  be  maintained.  With  this  view,  the  new 
organization  has  been  adopted. 

[The  report  gives  a  list  of  the  companies,  the 
division  of  the  city  into  districts,  the  assignments 
of  officers,  the  condition  of  the  horses,  apparatus. 
houses  and  the  changes  recommended,  hose,  and 
various  details  of  each.] 

The  expenses  of  the  department  are  very  large  ; 
and  the  board  have  not  been  surprised  at  the  in- 
quiry made  by  the  members  of  the  City  Council, 
whether  they  are  not  unnecessarily  so.  But  this 
inquiry,  after  the  most  careful  examination  of  our 
estimates,  must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 
We  realize  fully,  we  think,  the  importance  of 
economical  expenditure  in  public,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate matters,  and  are  not  disposed  to  ask  for  the 
appr< quia rion  of  money  that  does  not  seem  to  be 
fairly  needed  to  place  the  city  properly  on  the 
defensive  against  fire;  and  as  one  of  the  pro- 
visions for  this  purpose,  a  full  supply  of  water 
will  be  seen  to  be  of  chief  importance.  The  cost 
of  water,  however,  is  not  left  for  us  to  determine, 
but  is  fixed  by  another  board;  and  it  seems 
proper  that  we  should  remind  the  City  Council, 
when  considering  the  expenditures  of  the  Fire 
Department,  of  the  fact  that  we  are  required  to 
pay  out  of  our  appropriation  a  very  large  amount 
which  goes  to  the  credit  of  another  department, 
and  which  may  or  may  not  be  used  by  the  Fire  De- 
partment. The  bills  for  the  use  of  water  in  1S74 
are  as  follows:  Cochituate  water  bill,  £"1,402; 
Mystic  water  bill,  §4920;  total,  896,322.  It  is 
proper  for  us  to  add,  that  since  the  great  fire,  by 
the  action  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  the 
supply  of  water  has  been  very  considerably  in- 
creased in  the  districts  requiring  a  larger  supply. 
The  old  pipes  have  been  removed,  and  others  of 
greater  capacity  substituted  ;  and  Lowrv  hydrants 
have  taken  the  places  of  many  of  the  eld  Boston 
pattern.  With  so  large  an  amount  as  is  charged 
annually  to  the  Fire  Department  for  the  use  of 
water  (in  1873,  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
water  income),  the  facilities  for  its  delivery  in 
case  of  need  should,  in  our  judgment,  always  be 
liberally  provided  by  those  having  the  matter  in 
charge. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraph  was  made  a  part  of  the 
Fire  Department  by  the  ordinance  creating  this 
board.  Previous  to  that  it  had  been  an  indepen- 
dent department,  but  it  is  eminently  fitting  that 
the  two  snould  he  under  one  head,  since  a  uroper 
system  of  telegraphic  communication  is  now  rec- 
ognized as  a  net  ossary  adjunct  of  every  well-or- 
ganized tire  department,  not  only  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  tire  alums,  but  for  the  general  adminis- 
tration.   No  change  has  been  made  by  the  board 
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in  the  management  of  this  branch.  The  wires, 
boxes,  machines  and  other  apparatus  are  m  good 
order,  but  can  be  kept  so  only  bv  constant  care 
and  inspection.  The  system  in  use  in  the  Charles- 
town  District  has  been  connected  with  that  of  the 
city  proper  in  so  far  that  the  alarms  in  that  dis- 
trict are  received  at  the  City  Hall  office  and  at 
the  fire  boat.  Considci  able' expense  will  be  in- 
curred in  making  the  complete  alteration  of  the 
systems  in  Charlestown  and  West  Roxbury  dis- 
tricts, but  the  advantages  of  having  the  entire 
city  under  one  system  are  so  great  as  to  justify 
the  expenditure.  The  neee-sarv  changes  will  be 
made  at  an  early  day,  and  also  the  wires  of 
ity  -will  be  extendi  '  " 
rict,  which  has  hit 

The  steamer  W.  M.  Flanders,  put  into  service 
early  in  the  year  fST.'t.  has  proved  to  be  an  impor- 
tant auxiliary  in  the  protection  of  the  citv  against 
fire.  A  large' water  front,  which,  in  many  cases, 
could  not  be  reached  at  all  with  the  ntbei  'appara- 
tus, is  commanded  completely  by  the  tire  boat, 
and  the  expenditure  licce-sary  to  maintain  her  in 
the  service  is  not  only  warranted  but  demanded 
by  the  large  amount  of  property  which  would  be 
wholly  without  protection  if  no  provision  was 
made  to  reach  it  from  the  water  side. 

The  establishment  of  a  repair  shop  for  the  de- 
partment has  been  deemed  important;  and  the 
sum  estimated  by  the  board  as  necessary  to  start 
it  has  been  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for 
this  purpose.  The  want  of  such  a  shop  has  been 
felt  for  some  time  past,  and  the  recent  considera- 
ble increase  in  the  apparatus  has  made  it  even 
more  necessary.  The  difficulty  of  getting  repairs 
done  promptly,  which  lias  hitherto  been  frequent- 
ly experienced,  will  be  avoided.  Workmen  whose 
whole  time  is  employed  upon  fire  apparatus 
Should  become  more  skilled  and  do  bettor  work 
than  can  be  secured  in  any  other  way.  It  is  be- 
lieved, also,  that  by  careful  management,  there 
will  be  a  saving  to  the  city  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense ;  but  the  shortening  of  the  time  which  a 
piece  of  apparatus  while  in  the  shop  is  thrown 
out  of  service  may  well  be  a  matter  of  far  greater 
importance.  The  enginemen  will,  as  a  rule,  go 
with  their  engines  to  the  shop,  and,  by  assisting 
in  the  repairs,  gain  that  intimate  knowledge  of 
construction  which  it  is  important  that  they 
should  have.  The  only  available  buildinp-,  well 
adapted  for  this  purpose,  is  the  one  at  present  oc- 
cupied by  Kook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  3,  upon 
Harrison  avenue.  It  is  proposed  to  'establish  the 
shop  there  as  soon  as  the  new  house  which  has 
been  recommended  for  this  company  is  com- 
pleted. 

The  only  new  apparatus  purchased  by  the  board 
are  four  chemical  engines  (Babcock)  not  yet 
placed  in  commission.  There  have,  besides,  been 
added  since  the  hist  of  December  the  following, 
all  of  which  had  been  previously  contracted  for : 
Engine  No.  24,  now  located  in  the  new  house  on 
Warren  Corner,  Q.uiney  street ;  Engine  No.  2C,  just 
received,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  Mason-street 
house ;  four  horse-hose  carriages  run  in  connec- 
tion with  engine  comp; 
Skinner  ladder  truck. 

The  chemical  engine  (Babcock  patent)  in  use  in 
the  department  has  on  several  occasions  proved 
to  be  very  useful.  Carrying  about  120  gallons  of 
water,  and  equipped  with  :jon  feet  of  hose,  so  light 
as  to  be  readily  handled  by  one  man,  it  can  be 
made  available  the  instant  it  reaches  the  fire. 
Little  value  is  in  practice  attached  to  the  effect  of 
the  carbonic  acid  gas  evolved  as  a  means  in  itself 
of  extinguishing  fire,  but  as  a  convenient  reser- 
voir of  power  which  can  be  made  available  at  a 
moment's  notice,  it  serves  a  very  useful  purpose, 
especially  in  the  early  stages  of  a  fire. 

In  December,  a  similar  engine,  made  by  Charles 
T.  Holloway  of  Baltimore,  which  had  been  con- 
tracted lor'before  this  board  was  appointed,  was 
delivered.  It  was  inspected  and  approved,  but 
the  city  was  enjoined  from  using  it  by  the  New 
England  tire  Kxt  inguisher  Co.,  upon  the  ground 
of  infringement  of  patent.  Acting  under  the  ad- 
vice of  the  City  Solicitor,  the  board  agreed  to  ac- 
cept it,  provided  Mr.  Holloway  furnished  satis- 
factory bonds  to  protect  the  city  from  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  event  of  the  injunction  being 
served.  This  he  failed  to  do,  although  the  board 
delayed  action  nearly  three  months.  In  March, 
the  board,  feeling  that  more  of  these  engines  were 
needed,  purchased  of  the  Babcock  Manufacturing 
Co.  four  new  chemical  engines,  with  the  latest 
improvements,  viz.,  two  first  class,  of  inn  gallons' 
capacity,  and  two  second-class,  of  100  gallons'  ca- 
pacity each,  and  turned  in  the  old  ones  in  part 


payment.  They  have  recently  been  received,  and 
will  be  placed  i'n  service  at  an  early  day. 

The  Skinner  Extension  Ladder,  conditionally  or- 
dered before  the  appointment  of  the  board,  was 
not,  when  delivered,  in  all  respects  satisfactory, 
and  not  what  the  service  required.  It  was  subse- 
quently purchased,  however,  at  a  reduced  price, 
and  altered  in  order  to  carry  a  sufficient  number 
of  ladders,  so  placed  as  to  be  easily  removed,  and 
to  interfere  in  no  way  with  its  use  as  an  indepen- 
dent extension  ladder.  It  can  be  extended  to  nine- 
ty feet,  and  is  self-supporting,  The  height  of 
modern  buildings  in  cities  diminishes  very  much 
the  value  of  ordinary  ladders,  and  a  good  exten- 
sion self-supporting  ladderis  recognized  as  a  want 
not  yet  satisfactorily  met. 

Tne  board  are  sparin  c  no  pains  to  make  the  Fire 
Department  the  sure  reliance  whieh  they  believe 
it  should  be  within  its  proper  sphere.  At  the  same 
time  they  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  urge 
upon  all  citizens  the  duty  of  protecting  them  selves 
as  far  as  practicable.  In  many  of  the  larger  and 
newer  buildings  of  the  city  "stand-pipes"  have 
been  erected  with  hose  upon  every  floor  coupled 
on.  In  most  cases  they  are  so  arranged  that  the 
hose  of  an  engine  can  also  be  coupled  to  the  stand- 
pipe  at  the  level  of  the  sidewalk.  In  some  cases 
"sprinklers"  have  been  very  advantageously  in. 
troduced  in  connection  with 'the  stand-pipe.  Many 
of  the  larger  buildings  have  steam  engines  with 
their  stand-pipes,  and  a  watchman  always  on  du- 
ty. These  and  other  similar  appliances  will,  it  is 
believed,  show  their  great  value  should  occasion 
arise  for  their  use.  In  the  very  large  majority  of 
buildings,  however,  occupied  as  dwellings  or  small 
shops,  such  expensive  arrangements  are  out  of 
the  question;  and  yet  it  is  highly  important  that 
these  should  likewise  be  provided  with  some  sim- 
ple fire  apparatus.  Few  people  realize,  uruess 
their  attention  has  been  specially  directed  to  it, 
how  effective  even  a  small  quantity  of  water  is  in 
putting  out  a  fire,  provided  only  that  it  is  well 
applied,  and  applied  directly"  upon  the  fire. 
Nothing  can  be  simpler  than  a  small  hand- 
pump  and  a  bucket  of  water,  and  yet  hardly 
anything  is  more  effective  in  the  early  stages  of  a 
fire.  The  board,  impressed  with  the* importance 
of  this  simple  means  of  preventing  larr/c  fires,  ex- 
amined several  pumps,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Johnson  luuve  rump  answered  the 
conditions  better  on  the  whole  than  any  other  of- 
fered for  their  inspection.  They  have'aceordiug- 
ly  requested  the  cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Un- 
derwriters in  a  plan  for  the  general  introduction 
of  these  pumps.  It  is  proposed  that  there  shall 
be  a  reduction  of  the  premium  of  insurance  in 
buildings  furnished  with  a  certain  number  of 
these  pumps,  tire  axe  and  buckets  (three  buckets 
to  each  pump),  provided  they  are  located  and  kept 
under  such  regulations  as  flic  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners may  make.  The  buckets  are  to  be 
kept  always  Idled  with  water,  and  all  to  be  fre- 
quently inspected  by  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  small  price  at  which  these  are  fur- 
nished (Sio  for  one  pump,  three  buckets  and  one 
axe)  brings  them  within  flic  reach  of  everyone. 

The  physical  examination  which  all  are  required 
to  pass  before  being  appointed  is  such  as  to  ex- 
clude all  who  are  notable-bodied.  The  examina- 
tion has  been  faithfully  made  by  Dr.  Samuel  A. 
Green,  Citv  Physician.  The  thanks  of  the  board 
are  due  for  the  courtesy  shown  by  him  in  this  self- 
imposed  duty,  not  legally  required  of  him. 

The  members  of  each  company  of  the  perma- 
nent force  are  required  to  do  patrol  duty  within 
the  special  sub-district  assigned  to  thai  particular 
company.  At  all  hours,  day  and  night,  one  man 
of  each  company  is  upon  the  street,  going  over 
the  required  beats.  I  lis  orders  are  "to  notice  the 
condition  of  all  hydrants,  reservoirs,  fire-alarm 
boxes  and  tire-alarm  telegraph  wires,  and  keep  a 
sharp  lookout  for  any  indications  of  fire,  or  any 
neglect  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  any  person 
which  may  be  the  occasion  of  fire." 

In  the  reappointment  of  former  members,  as 
well  as  in  the  appointment  of  new,  the  board  have 
had  but  one  object  in  view,  that  is,  to  secure  the 
best  men  fitted  for  the  work.  Preference  has 
naturally  been  given  to  old  members,  provided 
their  age,  character  and  ability  were  satisfactory. 
In  all  cas'  s,  special  pains  have  been  taken  to 
select  men  of  good  habits  and  moral  character. 
All  are  required  to  undergo  a  surgical  examina- 
tion, and  those  only  who  are  sound  physically,  and 
capable  of  enduring  the  exposures  to"  which"  their 
duty  subjects  them,  are  accepted.  The  limit  of 
age' in  all  new  appointments  has  been  fixed  at 
forty,  except  in  the   case  of  officers    and    skilled 
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men,  such  as  enginernen.  The  expectation  is  held 
out  that  they  will  retain  their  positions  during 
good  behavior,  and  that  fitness  and  faithfulness 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  are  the  surest  rec- 
ommendations for  promotion. 

The  obstacles  to  a  complete  organization  of  the 
department  seem  now  to  be  removed,  and  the 
board  hope  in  a  short  time  to  accomplish  the 
work,  and  to  show  as  the  result  good  discipline, 
efficiency,  and  in  all  iespects  a  progressive  and 
improving  Fire  Department. 

The  report  contains  schedules  of  the  property 
and  expenses  of  the  department,  a  list  of  tire-  and 
alarms  with  details  of  losses  and  insurance  for 
the  vear.  Following  is  a  monthly  tabular  state- 
ment of  fires  from  Jan.  1. 1873,  to  Oct.  31, 1873: 
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Total  loss  on  buildings  and  stock.  82.048.340.24 : 
total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock,  81.920,- 
394.67;  total  loss  on  building-  and  stock  above  in- 
surance, 8627,951.07.  Total  fof  Boston,  295;  total 
for  South  Boston,  58;  total  for  East  Boston,  46; 
total  for  Roxburv,  63;  total  for  Dorchester,  63. 
Making  a  total  of  bells  and  stills,  525. 

Following  is  a  monthly  tabular  statement  of 
fires,  from  Nov.  1, 1873,  to  April  30, 1874:— 
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Total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock.  81.69*.- 
021.10;  total  loss  on  buddings  and  stock,  81,074,- 
091.26;  total  insurance  on  buildings  and  stock 
above  loss,  8623.929.84. 

Total  alarms  for  Boston,  236;  South  Bosten.  33; 
East  Boston,  22;  Roxburv,  40;  Dorchester,  27; 
Charlestown,  19;  Brighton,  2;  West  Roxbury,  7; 
making  a  total  for  entire  cit",  386. 

During  the  year  420  hydrants  have  been  estab- 
lished and  93  abandoned,  as  follows: 

Abandoned. 
Lowrv.    Boston.    Lowry.    Boston. 
In  Boston  proper...  17*  plus  3=1*1  1  plus  82=83       98 

South  Boston 16    "     1=17  minus     5       12 

East  Boston 11    "     1=  12  minus      2       10 

Boston  Highlands..  73    "     9=82  1  plus    1=2       80 

Dorchester 133    "      1=134  minus      1      133 

426  minus    73  =  333 

Total  number  of  hydrants  up  to  Slav  1, 1874— 
Boston  proper,  1191 :  South  Boston,  403;  East  Bos- 
ton, 243;  Boston  Highland*,  648;  Dorchester,  453; 
Charlestown,  164;  Deer  Island,  14;  total,  3118. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  alarms 
for  each  month :  also  for  days    of  the  week  from 
Nov.  1, 1873.  to  April  30, 1874: 
Days.        Nov.  Dec.     Jan.     Feb.  March.  April.  Total. 

Sunday 3         5  11  9  4  10  42 

Monday  ....  8       10  12  9         12  12  63 

Tnesdav  ....  8        13  18  9  14  14  76 

Wednesday.  5         6  7  5         18  12  53 

Thursday...  2        9  9  5        12  11  48 

Friday  ..'....10         8  12  4         12  8  54 

Saturday....  5         3  16  8         15  3  50 

Totals... 41       54  85         49         87  70         386 

Following  are  the  different  causes  of  fires  and 
alarms,  from  November  1, 1873,  to  April  30,  1874: 
Another  fire,  sparks  from,  1;  alarms  for  fires  out 
of  town,  3;  boilers,  overheated,  2;  boiling  over  of 
oil  kettles,  1 ;  boiling  over  of  fat  kettle-.  1 ;  boiling- 
over  of  glue  kettles,  1 ;  chimnevs,  burning  out  of 
foul,  22;  carelessness,  12;  drying  pl&'terihg,  1 ; 
flues,  defective,  33;  furnace,  overheated,  13;  fur- 
nace, defective,  2;  furnace,  pipes  defective,  3; 
false,  39;  forge,  sparks  from.  2:  gas.  explosion  of, 
7;  gas  jets,  careless  use  of,  3;  hot  ashes,  2:  incen- 
diary, supposed,  20;  kerosene  lamps,  explosion  of, 
5;  kerosene  lamps,  upsetting  of,  5;  locomotives, 
sparks  from,  5;  matches,  playing  with.  5;  ruins, 
rekindling  of,  7;  stoves,  overheated,  14;  stoves, 
upsetting  of ,  1;  stoves,  pipes  defective,  4:  spon- 
taneous combustion,  7:  unknown,  130;  water  pipes, 
thawing  out  of,  6. 

BEPORTS  AJTD  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Paving— Reports,  on  petitions  previously  referred, 
recommending  the  pa-sage  of  the  accompanying 
orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestoues  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Second  street 
from  I  to  L  street ;  also  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on 
K  street,  from  First  street  to  Broadway,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  co'st  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Saratoga  street,  between 
Prescott  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Chelsea  street, 
from  Pre-cott  street  to  Saratoga  street ;  also,  to 
furnish  and  set  the  odgostones  and  pave  the  side- 
walks on  said  Chelsea  street,  from  Saratoga  to 
Princeton  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  side- 
walks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalk-  on  sixth  street, 
between  B  and  E  streets,  and  report  to  this  Hoard 
a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  gut- 
ters. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  the  execution  of  the  order  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  Sept.  1,  1873,  for  paving 
the  streets  on  the  "Burnt  District,"  to  substitute 
wood  in  place  of  granite  blocks  on  Liberty 
square. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  between 
State  and  "Water  streets,  with  wood.  Estimated 
cost,  §4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Main  street,  Charlestown,  from 
City  square  to  Warren  street,  with  .small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  825,000. 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  Superintendent  on  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  on  Silver  street,  between  C 
and  D  streets,  and  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said 
street  with  wood.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damage:;  as  follows: 
Catherine  Baker,  oil  Ruggles  street,  S100;  Jacob 
Heinz,  301  Ruggles  street,  SaiO;  Jeremiah  Toomey, 
Dorehestei  avenue,  near  Glover's  Corner,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  to  erect  suit- 
able gates  on  Melville  avenue,  Mather  and  Cod- 
man  streets,  where  crossed  by  the  Shawnmt 
Branch  Railroad,  and  to  station"  agents  to  open 
and   close   the   same  while   an   engine  or   train 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton Rubber  Shoe  Company  to  erect  telegraph 
poles  in  the  sidewalk  on  Alford  street,  Cbailes- 
town,  between  Arlington  avenue  and  the  Maiden 
Bridge,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor  holding  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for,  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  glowing  out  of  the  erecting  and  maintaining 
of  said  poles  in  said  street;  also,  upon  condition 
that  said  company  shall  remove  said  poles  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  permit  granted  by  this  Board 
May  4,  1874,  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
"to  lay  down  a  temporary  track  on  Washington, 
State  ami  Devonshire  streets  to  connect  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Court  street  with 
the  tracks  of  said  Middlesex  Radio- d  on  Union 
street,  and  to  run  cars  over  the  track  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  on  Com*  street,and  over  said 
temporary  track,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
voked, an  ! iat  said  company  he  directed  o  re- 
move  within  t'oiirtc  n  <!a\-  from  the  passage  of 
this  order  said  tempi.r„iy  track,  and  to  place  said 
streets  in  as  good  condition  as  they  were  in  before 
said  track  was  laid. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  discontinue 
the  running  of  its  cars  through  Court  street,  be- 
tween Tremont  and  Washington  streets,  until 
otherwise  directed  by  this  Board. 


Orde 


That 


gra 


everal  locations  heretofore 
Metropolitan  and  Middle- 

s  on  the  following  streets 
revoked,  viz.:  On  Wash- 
Cornhill  and  Dock  square; 
i'l.ion  -treot.and  on  Hay- 
'ii  '  '  ■  io  the  tracks  of 
jddlesex  railroads  located 
imen  on  said  Haymarket 
al  that  -aid  Sull'olk,  Metro- 
ailroad  companies  be  and 
y  notified  to  remove  forth- 
said  streets,  and  to  place 
condition  as  they  were  in 


liigton  street, 
on  Dock  squ 
mark*  I  squari 
the  Metropoli 
by  the  Boarc 
square,  June  : 
politan  and  M 
they  are  here! 
with  their  trs 
said  streets  in 
before  said  tr 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton,said  company  shall  have  Hie  right  to  construct 
a  turnout  on  Washington  street,  between  Kings- 
bury and  Thornton  streets ;  said  turnout  being 
shown  by  red  lines  drawn  on  plans  made  by 
Harbour  rx  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  July  ai, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks, 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  i  he  sal  isfacl  ion  oi  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  SI  i  eels,  and 
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days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise  it  sh.il 
be  null  and  void. 

Orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and 
collection  of  cost  of  setting  edgestones  on  Gray, 
Cobb,  Beacham  and  AVest  streets  and  Madison 
square;  and  laying  sidewalks  on  Cambridge 
street,  Ward  la,  and  (J  old,  Dorr  and  Warren  streets. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Rrescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Markets- 


Ordered,  That  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  be  allowed,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  proposed  exhibition,  to"  maintain 
and  use  at  the  northwest  and  southwest  corners 
of  FaneuilHall,  a  wooden  staircase  extending 
from  Dock  square  to  the  second   story  of   Faneuil 


structed  substantially  in  accordance  with  a  sketch 
thereof  herewith  submitted. 

Alderman  Frescott  said  a  representative  of  the 
association  was  present  and  would  answer  any 
questions  or  give  information  on  the  subject,  if 
any  member  of  the  Board  desired. 

The  order  was  read  tw  ice  and  passed. 

1\  Aide,  ii leva's,    lor  i  he  Committee  on  the 

Treasury  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to 
whom  was  leferred  the  petition  of  Kalsey  J.  Board- 
man  tha,  a  ee.iaoi  mm  (gage  given  io  tile  town  of 
Boxbuiv  by  benjamin  and  .!.  Holbrook  Hawes,  in 
1813,  be  discharged  on  record— Report  that  they 
have  consulted  with  the  City  Solicitor  and  find 
that  the  said  mortgage  was  satisfied  many  years 
sh-K-e,  and  should  have  been  discharged  as  prayed 
for.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  discharge  the  mortgage-  given  to  the  town 
of  Roxbury  Aug.  7,1813,  by  Benjamin  and  John 
Holbrook  Hawes,  and  recorded  with  Norfolk 
Deeds,  vol.  44,  folio  170;  the  condition  of  said 
mortgage  having  been  fulfilled  many  years  since. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses— Reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— John  C.Cook,  19 
Tremont  row. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  G  ranted—  Calvin  Bird,  95V2 
Washington  street;  J.  F.  A'  li.  F.  Amsden,  11  Ri- 
alto  building;  Joseph  F.  Hart,  2  Warren  avenue, 
Charlestown;  Charles  H.  Bacall,  12  Femberton 
square. 

License  to  keep  Bowling  Alley  Granted— David 
Murray,  17if>  Washington  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— A.  B.  Davis  and  sev- 
eral others. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Benjamin  F.Ap- 
pleby, 1144  Tremont  street;  Daniel  hill,  Jr.,  15 
Commercial  "harf;  August  Wilss,  30  La  Grange 
street;  Hugh  Blakeney,  corner  Milk  and  Federal 
streets;  James  F.  Moran,  :;i  Albany  street;  Emma 
L.  Pepper,  VliM,  Pleasant  stieet.   - 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted— Livingstone  & 
Wilder,  -21  Knceland  stnaa  ;  \\  illiau  iloenemann, 
lOlPynchon  street;  Edwin  Al.  BlacK,  35  Harrison 
avenue;  Benjamin  F.  Pratt,  Ashland  House. 

Victualler.-'  Licenses  Refused— r.  11.  Diegnan, 
187  D  street;  William  M.  Riper,  131  and  133  Main 
street,  Charlestown. 

License  for  Intelligence  Office  Granted— Miss 
M.  Hughes,  3  Garden  street. 

AY  agon  Licenses  Granted— Feter  Walsh,  corner 
of  Hanover  and  Prince  streets;  John  F.  West,  78 
Med  ford  street;  G.  H.  Bennett,  New  Cedar  and 
Phillips  streets;  F.L.  Smith,  '15  Maverick  square; 
C.  T.  Cheney  and  fourteen  others  (transfers). 

Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Hall,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Globe  Publishing  Committee  respecting  the 
award  of  the  contract  for  reporting  and  printing 
the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council— Report  that 
no  further  action  is  neccssarj  ,  the  Committee  on 
Printing  having  been  duly  authorized  to  execute 
a  contract  for  doing  the  work  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  1st  of  July,  1875. 

Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings- 
Ordered,  Tlnft  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  employ  such  assistance  as 
may  be  needed  to  take  charge  of  the  building  30 
Femberton  square,  occupied  for  offices  by  the 
city  ;  ,bo  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  ami  passed, 

By  Alderman  Emery  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings— Report  that,  acting  upon  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  dated  June  22, 
namely,  to  provide  aecoiiiniodnl ions  for  1  he  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  South  Boston  District,  in  the  ward- 
room building,  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Fourth 
streets,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $4000,  they 
have  caused  plans  to  be  prepared  of  an  extension 
to  the  building  in  order  to  furnish  the  required 
room;  also  to  provide  room  for  cells  as  a  place  of 
detention  for  prisoners.    Estimates  have  been  re- 
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ceived  for  doing  this  work,  the  lowest  being  §4230. 
In  order  that  the  contract  may  he  awarded  and 
the  work  commenced,  the  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings he  authorized  to  expend  81000  in   addition  to 
the  amount  already  authorized,  for  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  rooms  for  the  Municipal   Court,   South 
Boston  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  be  requested  to  inquire  who  now  con- 
stitute the   "Trustees    of   the    Charlestown  Poor 
Fund,"  since  the  annexation  of  that  city  to  Bos- 
ton; who  shculd  now  be  the  custodians  of   such 
funds,  and  in  what  manner  and  with  what  limita- 
tions its  benefits  should  be  dispensed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Richard  Baker,  Jr.,  638.351  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  extending  Franklin  street  to 
Pearl  street  and  widening  Federal  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Roport  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Edw  anl  Thaxtcr.  executor,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  in  widening  South  street,  "West  Rox- 
hury,  in  1867.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  in 
favor  of  granting  the  following  petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  stables:  John  G.  May, "School  street,  West 
Roxbuiy;  Byam  Brothers,  Bolton  street,  No.  65; 
Benjamin  Foxwell,  Parker  street,  rear  No.  661: 
Joseph  Hale.  Custom  House  street,  No.  14;  Remy 
Auderer.  corner  Washington  and  Rockland  streets, 
"Ward  IT;  John  String,  new  street  off  Washington 
street,  near  Rockland  -tieet  :  E.  1'.  Morrill,  Cypress 
street.  Ward  17;  E,  F.  Brown,  Hayward  street, 
Ward  14;  George  H.  Williams,  on  a  court  off 
Centre  street.     Severally  accepted.     Moses  Wil- 

Forsaith,  Wil- 
liam Murry,  Michael  McEnuery  and  Granville  A. 
Fuller.    Severally  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction— Report  that  they  were  au- 
thorized by  an  order  approved  July  20,  1874,  to 
purchase  several  lots  of  land  at  the  corner  of  King 
and  Roxbury  streets  as  a  site  for  a  new  primary 
schoolhouse,  to  take  the  place  of  the  building  now 
located  on  Cottage  place.  In  proceeding  to  exer- 
cise their  authority,  the  committee  have  found 
that  the  appropriation  of  s2fi.noo  will  be  insuffi- 
cient to  purchase  the  lands  with  the  buildings 
thereon,  and  they  are  therefore  obliged  to  request 
an  additional  appropriation  of  S2000.  As  soon  as 
the  pro  erty  comes  into  the  possession  of  the  city 
the  buildings  can  be  sold  for  a  sufficient  sum  to 
cover  this  extra  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

By  Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 

Ordered,  That  §46.68  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  J.  Warren  Faxon  for  a  sewer  in  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Flanders  :  also,  abate  §27.35  from  Alex- 
ander McDonald  for  sewer  in  Brook  avenue,  and 
the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Ann  S.  Gilbert. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 
•  Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 1,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of 
constructing  a  sewer  from  Dudley  to  Quincy 
streets,  through  land  of  William  Gray,  Jr.,  etal., 
from  Quincy  street  to  Lawrence  avenue  :  through 
land  of  Phipps  &  Perrin  in  Lawrence  avenue  ami 
in  Blue  Hill  avenue ;  and  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam 
street  between  White  street  and  tide  water.  The 
orders  were  severally  passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  in  Oneida 
street;  and  in  Albany  street,  between  Newton  and 
Stoughton  streets.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Market— Report  in  favor  of  approval  of  transfer 
of  lease  of  stalls  34  and  30  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
from  Hiland  Lockwood  to  George  W.  Squire.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  May- 
or's address  as  recommends  the  furnishing  of  ad- 
ditional and  better  accommodations  for  the  tem- 
porary care  of  insane  persons,  be  requested  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 


Passed. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  on  May  27, 
1867.  authorizing  the  proprietors  of  Long  Island, 
in  Boston  Harbor,  to  remove  gravel  or  ballast 
from  the  east  side  of  said  i-land,  as  therein  set 
forth,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Power  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
the  order. 

Alderman  Brooks— This  matter  came  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  some  two  months  ago.  The 
parties  were  given  a  hearing,  and  they  represent- 
ed that  they  were  taking  gravel  from  the  west 
side  of  Long  Island,  where  it  would  do  no  harm; 
they  promised  to  continue  to  do  so,  but  since 
then,  in  fact  during  the  past  week,  vessels  have 
been  found  violating  this  agri  ement.  They  inter- 
preted the  license  to  allow  them  to  go  anywhere 
they  pleased. 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  order  would  lie  over 
until  the  next  meeting,  as  no  great  damage  could 
be  done  in  the  meantime. 

Alderman  Brooks  did  not  desire  to  pi  ess  the  or- 
der, provided  a  good  reason  for  allowing  it  to  he 
over  were  given. 

Alderman  Power— I  was  on  the  Harbor  Commit- 
tee for  two  or  three  years,  and  1  presume  to  know 
something  of  this  subject.  I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  1,  that  if  they  take  gravel  indis- 
criminately from  all  parts  of  'he  island,  it  is  right 
to  rescind  the  license?  But  other  parties  are  affect- 
ed by  that  license:  parties  have  contracted  to  fur- 
nish* the  city  with  gravel,  and  to  revoke  the  license 
might  deprive  the  paving  department  of  gravel. 
After  a  thorough  examination  by  former  members 
of  this  government  it  was  decided  that  there  was 
one  part  of  Long  Island  from  which  gravel  could 
be  taken  without  injury  to  the  harbor:  but  if  they 
persist  in  taking  it  indiscriminately  from  all  part's 
of  the  island,  it  is  proper  to  rescind  the  order. 
I  do  not  know  but  that  the  city  m„y  now  have  all 
the  paving  gravel  it  needs,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  At  any  rate  it  can  do  no  harm  to  have  the 
order  lie  over. 

Alderman  Hall— When  this  contract  was  made, 
was  it  not  distinctly  understood  that  the  gravel 
should  be  taken  outside  of  the  limits  of  Boston 
Harbor? 

Alderman  Power — The  gravel  has  been  taken 
from  this  island,  or  within  the  limits  of  the 
harbor,  by  every  contractor  who  has  furnished 
gravel  to  the  citv  of  Boston  within  my  memory, 
which  shows  the  opinion  which  former  govern- 
ments have  had  mi  the  subject. 

Alderman  Hall— The  gentleman  is  inclined  to 
evade  my  question,  which  was  a  simple  one.  I 
am  aware  that  when  this  contract  was  made,  it 
was  distinctly  under-tood  that  the  gravel  was  to 
be  taken  outside  of  Boston  Harbor.  It  is  well 
known  that  this  is  a  theme  upon  which  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion.  The  City  Government  has 
been  notified  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  that 
an  injury  is  being  done  to  the  harbor,  and  y*et 
when  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  simple  question  it  is 
evaded.  I  believe  that  they  ha\  e  no  right  to  take 
this  gravel  from  Boston  Harbor,  and  I  think  this 
order  should  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Power— They  have  a  license,  and  take 
gravel  under  that  license.  The  Committee  on 
Paving  do  not  care  where  the  gravel  comes  from ; 
they  have  nothing  to  do  w-ith  getting  it.  If  the 
people  who  furnish  it  to  the  city  of  Boston  can 
buy  it,  according  to  law,  within  the  city  limits,  it 
is  none  of  our  business.  The  committee  have  in- 
variably given  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
I  believe  this  order  comes  by  reason  of  a  pressure 
from  parties  who  wish  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
gravel  business,  and  to  pass  it  may  cost'the  citv 
§20,000.  There  are  people  who  wish  to  have  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  gravel  business,  but  we  have  let  the 
contracts  so  as  to  save  the  city  of  Boston  §50,000, 
because  we  have  prevented  a  monopoly  of  this 
business.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to.  and  if  this 
Board  passes  this  order,  it  may  have  the  effect  to 
stop  the  work  of  paying  our  streets.  Neither  the 
city  of  Boston  nor  the  harbor  can  suffer  great 
damage  by  waiting  a  fortnight. 

Alderman  Hall— If  it  is  necessary  to  advertise 
that  the  gravel  shall  be  taken  outside  of  the  limits 
of  Boston  Harbor,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  to  compel  them  to  comply  with  that 
condition,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  because  a 
man  wants  this  order  passed  he  is  in  the  interest  of 
outside  parties.  I  do  not  know  w  ho  furnishes  this 
gravel,  or  anything  about  it.     But,  having  lived 
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on  the  shore  of  Boston  Harbor  for  several  years 
during  the  war. I  do  know  that  it  has  been  injured 
by  the  taking  of  gravel,  rhe  parties  should  be 
made  to  go  outside  of  Boston  Harborjto  get  gravel, 
as  advertised.  . 

Alderman  Power— It  is  beyond  the  power  of  this 
Board  to  compel  anv  man  to'  go  outside  if  he  has  a 
lawful  right  to  get  gravel  within  the  limits  of  the 
harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  did  not  offer  this  order 
with  the  view  that  the  gentleman  fioni  Ward  12 
has  seen  fit  to  suppose.  "It  was  after  giving  the 
parties  a  hearing  last  spring,  when  they  promised 
that  there  should  be  no  gravel  taken  from  the 
west  side  of  Long  Island.  "  The  committee,  after 
careful  consideration,  thought  it  would  be  no 
damage  to  the  harbor,  provided  the  operations 
were  confined  to  where  the  order  limited  them. 
But  thev  have  seen  fit  to  go  outside  of  the  limits 
named 'in  the  order,  to  a  low  place,  where  the 
water  has  alreadv  broken  through  once,  and  they 
still  continue  to  take  from  a  weak -spot,  where  the 
water  is  liable  to  break  through  at  any  time.  By 
information  obtained  directly  from  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  todav,  the  committee  have  thought 
best  to  introduce  this  order.  Still  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  press  the  order  today,  and  will  withdraw 
the  morion  for  a  second  reading. 
The  order  went  over. 

extobcemext  of  the  grade  law. 
Alderman  Brooks— I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  whereby  an  order  was  passed 
for  The  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  issue  no  permit 
for  buileling  until  Satisfied  that  the  bottom  of  the 
proposed  cellar  is  up  to  grade  12.  I  will  state 
briefly  one  or  two  reasons  for  the  motion.  First, 
the  order  lequues  a  person  intending  to  build  to 
bring  plans  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  showing 
that'll  is  proposed  to  put  the  building  up  to  grade 
12.  which  will  cause  an  additional  expense  of  $15 
or  §25  in  each  case,  and  will  ba  a  hardship.  If  the 
order  is  passed,  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  can. 
according  to  information  from  the  City  Solicitor, 
do  no  more  than  he  can  at  the  present  rime.  Those 
are  mv  reasons  for  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  fie  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.    Alderman  Hall  called  for 
the  veas  and  navs  on  that  question,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  lav  on  the  table  was  lost— yeas  3.  nays  9. 
Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks.  Emery.  Peters— 3. 
Xavs— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power.  Prescott,  Stebbins.  Worthington— 
9. 
The  question  was  on  reconsideration. 
Alderman  Power— If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
1  makes  a  correct  statement— that  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  has  the  power  now— then  the  order 
would  be  superfluous,  and  it  would  not  be  worth 

■"■bite  to  i  ™.  *   ,     t 

Alderman  Worthington— The  position  ot  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  is  the  same  now  as  it  has 
been  for  the  past  two  years.  'When  a  permit  is 
asked  for  according  to  law,  it  is  granted,  and  on 
the  back  of  the  permit  is  printed  the  order  of  this 
Board  of  Dec.  23,  1-72.  establishing  a  grade  of 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  in  pursuance 
of  chapter  377  of  the  act-  of  1872  rehiring  to  cel- 
lars and  basements  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This 
subject  was  before  this  Board  last  year;  and  on 
the  20th  of  October  there  was  passed  an  order, 
the  same  as  the  one  now  on  the  table,  giving 
notice  to  parties  to  raise  their  buildings  to  the 
established  grade.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings 
then  gave  notice  to  the  parties  named  in  that 
order  that  thev  were  building  below  grade,  and  I 
have  the  notice  which  he  sends  to  the  City  Sur- 
veyor. _ 

■'■  Thomas  II'.  Davis,  Esq.,  City  Surveyor:  Dear 
Sir— Will  vou  please  detail  a  surveyor  to  give  the 
grade  for"  basement  floors,  for  cutting  oft  piles 
and  grade  of  street,  if  established,  at  the  follow- 
ing locality  and  make  return  of  same  to  this 
office?" 

That  notice  is  given  to  Mr.  Darts,  who  *ends  a 
man  to  make  a  survey,  which  is  reported  back  to 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  who  notifies  the  par- 
ties. Dp  to  this  time  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
has  had  no  authoritv  to  refuse  a  permit,  and  i  am 
not  sure  that  he  has' now;  but  that  question  will 
be  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  tomorrow  f  or 
decision.  This  order  merely  requests  him  to  re- 
fuse the  permit  if  he  has  the  power  to  do  so.  I 
have  here  a  list  of  the  houses  being  built  below 
grade— fortv-nine  on  one  paper  and  eighteen  or 
twentv  on  another— and  those  are  not  all.  by  any 
means.    No  one  who  has  read  his  permit  can  fail 


to  see  the  order  establishing  grade  primed  on  the 
back  of  it.  But  in  the  face  of  and  utterly  regard- 
less of  that  notice,  parties  go  on  and  build  all  the 
way  from  five  to  six  or  eigfit  inches  and  more  be- 
low' grade.  Now,  we  want  some  way  to  compel 
them  to  build  on  grade.  By  this  order  we  give 
them  as  strong  "notice  as  possible  to  build  on 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Brooks — lhe  Inspector  of  Buildings 
has  no  means  of  giving  the  grade  of  streets  ex- 
cept by  the  City  Surveyor.  "  Now.  when  a  party 
comes'f or  a  permit  to  build,  he  will  have  to  pay 
from  S15  to  ^50  for  plans  to  show  the  Inspector 
that  he  intends  to  put  his  house  on  grade.  But, 
even  after  that,  if  the  party  does  not  see  fit  to  put 
his  house  on  grade  he  can  evade  the  law  just  as 
well  s>  before,  and  the  Inspector  has  no  power  to 
withhold  a  permit  when  a  man  makes  a  legal  ap- 
plication. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  order  does  not 
compel  :he  party  to  submit  a  plan;  but  he  must 
convince  the  Inspector  that  he  intends  to  build  on 
grade  12.  Of  all  the  notices  given  in  this  order 
hot  one  has  said  he  did  not  know  the  grade.  It  is 
the  easiest  thingin  the  world  to  measure  it  with  a 
rope.  The  unfortunate  part  of  this  order  is  that 
it  has  no  penalty.  Every  one  on  the  Back  Bav  af- 
fected by  the  order  knows  he  i-  bud  ing  below 
grade;  they  have  all  been  notified.  When  this 
order  was  put  in  two  weeks  age  pai:i,  -  .  ame  to 
see  me  with  their  architect-.  Thev  -.an,  thev  know 
where  the  grade  is.  but  they  build  below'  it  and 
throw  the  sand  out.  sometimes  giving  or  selling  it 
to  the  city.  Are  we  going  to  have  a  -Northampton 
District  nuisance  on  the  Back  Bay?  This  order 
simply  requests  the  Inspector  to  refuse  the  per- 
mit until  convinced  that  they  intend  to  build  at 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  vote  will  be  recon- 
sidered and  some  penalty  attached  to  the  order. 
and  that  it  will  be  imposed  on  every  man  who 
builds  below  the  established  grade.  It' would  be 
very  difficult  for  the  Inspector  to  tell  from  the 
plans  whether  a  man  intends  to  build  below  grade 
or  not,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  an  order  should 
be  passed  by  which  a  penalty  shall  be  indicted 
upon  those  who  knowingly  build  at  an  improper 
grade.  The  City  Solicitor  can  draw  such  an  order. 
ami  1  think  this  one  is  hardly  what  is  required. 
It  would  be  more  preferable  to  lav  this  older  be- 
fore the  City  Solicitor.  a-,  ertain  what  is  required, 
and  if  this  one  is  not  correct,  to  have  a  pre  per  one 
drawn. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  is  as  the  gentleman  has 
just  stated.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings  has  no 
means  of  knowing  what  the  grade  is  except  from 
the  City-  Surveyor.  If  a  man  applies  according  to 
law,  he  must  have  a  permit:  then  he  can  goon 
and  you  cannot  touch  him.  Then  if  he  builds  be- 
low grade,  you  have  no  remedy  uneler  the  law. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  see  what  harm 
can  come  from  the  order.  Tne  In-pector  simply 
requires  assurance  that  the  building  must  be  oil 
grade.  They  will  no  longer  have  anv  excuse.  If 
they  build  below  that  grade,  ait.  r  this  -„,•  ,.,.,  we 
shall  have  -nlliei..  t  .  ails,  ,,,,  ;il  -;.,-,  :igam-T 
them,  and  can  till  up  the  cellars  at  theii  expense. 
Alderman  Emery— The  question  i>  whi  tin  r  this 
Board  has  a  right  to  refuse  a  permit  if  a  man 
complies  with  the  law:  wheto  wi  i  in  authorize 
the  Inspector  to  refuse  a  permit  if  proper  plans 
and  specifications  are  presented.  I  am  rather 
doubtful  about  it.  and  do  not  know  whethera 
legal  opinion  b  I-  !..■,  i    taken  upon  that  poii  t.   Ihe 


strain  them   in  that    way,    even    if    we   |   iss  this 

order.    In  that  case  we  G       I isider  the 

vote,  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  and  if,  on  inquiry, 
we  learn  it  is  all  that  i-  required,  we  can  pass 'it 
again. 
"Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  suppose  that 
a  single  permit  will  be  ielu-ed.  1  ,  eau-e  I  think 
they  will  all  give  insurances  ci  their  intention  to 
conform  to  the  law,  which  will  be  all  w<    require. 


We 


lie    ha 


pel 


mit.  am;  lie  will  not  do  so 
thority. 
Alderman  Hall— I  believe  that  the   Legislature, 

in  1S72,  passed  a  law  establishing  the  grade  at 
twelve  leet  above  mean  low  water,  and  the  City 
Surveyor  will  give  that  grade  to  any  builder  Who 
desires  it.  Xmv,  it  uui-r  lie  apparent  to  any  mem- 
ber that   it  i-  i  onipeunt   I'm  thi-  Hoard    to  Compel 

same.  This  order  ought  to  pa--,  and  the  mishaps 
which  are  eon-tantlv  coining  in  be  prevented. 
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Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  talks  as  if  we 
had  power  to  make  laws.  We  have  no  such  pow- 
er. If  a  man  gets  a  permit  he  can  go  on  and  build, 
and  von  must  give  him  a  permit  B  he  complies 
with" the  law.  but  that  will  not  stop  him  from 
building'  below  grade  if  he  choose-  to.  The  clerks 
in  the  Inspector's  office  have  asked  the  City  Solic- 
itor, and  he  savs  it  amount*  to  nothing. 

Alderman  Hall— The  act  of  December,  1872.  says. 
"The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston 
shall  establish  m  said  city  a  grade  not  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water;  and  no  person 
shall,  in  said  city,  after  such  grade  i^  established, 
construct  any  cellar  or  basement  cellar  of  any 
dwelling  house  or  other  building  below  such 
grade."  Now,  it  must  be  clear  to  us  all,  who 
know  what  the  act  is,  that  we  have  got  author- 
ity to  establish  this  grade ;  and  if  we  have  the 
authority  to  establish  it,  we  have  also  power  to 
enforce  the  law.  The  law  expressly  says  the 
board  "shall  establish7' the  grade 

Alderman  Emery — I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
read  the  penalty. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  penalty  is  that  the 
Board  of  Alderman  may  raise  it  up  to*  the  proper 
grade  and  charge  the  expense  to  the  estate.  Sow, 
what  are  the  facts?  Two  weeks  ago->ve  passed 
this  order  mentioning  eight  names,  among  which 
was  that  of  Charles W.  Freeland,  who  has  built 
five  houses  below  grade.  He  came  to  me  and  said 
he  never  knew-  anything  about  the  law  whatever. 
Ivory  Harmon  says  he  never  read  the  law.  If  we 
had  asked  him  if 'he  was  going  to  build  at  grade 
12.  could  he  have  plead'-d  any  such  excuse  as  that? 
Could  any  other-  plead  that" they  knew  nothing  of 
the  law?"  That  -ingle  thing  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
cause  us  to  request  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 
get  some  assurance  that  parties  are  not  going  to 
build  below  grade  12,  so  as  not  to  have  them  come 
here  and  say  they  knew  nothing  of  the  law. 

The  motion  of  "Alderman  Brooks  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  the  order  was  passed  was  lost. 

HOME  FOE  THE  POOB. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  orders  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  "Home  for  the  Poor' 
on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
S385.i'00;  and  reque-ri;  g  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  report  an  order  providing  the  means. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  fcr  consideration  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  important 
that  the  orders  should  be  acted  on  speedily,  as 
there  are  many  poor  people  in  the  city  out  of" em- 
ployment and"  labor  and  materials  are  cheaper 
now  than  they  will  be  next  year:  but  if  members 
desired  to  obtain  information  he  had  no  objeclion 
to  anoth-r  postponement. 

The  subject  v. ;,.-  -peeiallv  assigned  for  the  next 
meeting— 7  for,  0  against.  " 

THE  VACATION. 

Alderman  Karris  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  next  Monday  at  four  o'clock  P.  II. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  "to  amend  by  making 
the  time  three  weeks  from  todaj  :  he  thought  sev- 
eral members  desirec  to  be  out  "of  town. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  were  several  impor- 
tant matters  to  be  acted  on,  speciallv  the  Dor- 
chester Brook  sewer,  which  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  for  several  months  and  is 
the  larae-t  job  they  have  undertaken  this  year, 
and  -no  il  i  b<-  decided  on  as  soon  as  possible." 

Ai  lerman  Cutter  suggested  that  if  it  was  so  im- 
portant, members  ought  to  tske  a  long  time  to 
con-iderit;  he  hoped  the  Committee  on  Public 
Building-  would  be  allowed  ample  time  to  reno- 
vate the  hall. 

Alderman  Power  had  no  objection  to  delay  if 
member-  desired  to  obrained  information,  still" the 
Board  could  meet  in  other  places  beside  this  hall. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  sorry  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  were  so  behindhand  with  their  work :  they 
had  had  since  January  to  consider  the  subject. 

Alderman  Hall  had  "heard  before  coining  to  the 
meeting  that  the  Board  intended  to  take  a  recess 
for  three  weeks ;  it  may  be  that  a  few  members 
were  go 
lieve  it. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  if  they  adjourned  for 
one  week  it  would  be  attending  to  bu-ii.es- 
better. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  was  lost 
—yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks.  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Prescott,  Stebbins— 6. 


Kays— Aldermen  Clark,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Worthington— 6. 

On  motion  or.  Alderman  Prescott,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  two  weeks 
from  today  at  i  P.  M. 

CEIXAES   BELOW  GBADE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  ivar  passed 
the  order  to  notify  certain  parties  who  have  con- 
structed cellai  -  below  tirade  to  alter  or  fill  up  the 
same  to  the  point  established  by  law,  within  ten 
dyas,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  the  question 
was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  important 
that  this  order  should  remain  as  it  is.  We  have  a 
large  number  of  houses  on  the  Back  Bay— here  are 
forty -two  names  on  one  list,  and  that  is  probably 
not  'half  of  them— which  are  being  built  below 
grade.  It  is  the  opinion,  I  think,  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  that  those  houses  should  con- 
form to  the  grade.  There  are  five  buildings  which 
are  5  feet  6  inches  below  grade,  while  quite  a  num- 
ber of  others  average  all  the  way  from  3  to  16 
inches.  The  list  before  me  says  9,  91:,  and  12 
inches :  2  feet  4  inches :  6,  16%, 5, 5%  and  11  inches ; 
2  feet;'  22,  16,  16,  15  and  8  inches.  Foity-two 
houses  are  being  built  in  that  way.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  owjers  should  be  notified.  This 
li-.  "';-  not  include  the  names  put  in  last  week. 
One  gentleman  said  to  me.  "You  are  entirely 
right ;  I  am  paying  the  bills  on  one  house  in  a 
i  '  !:  did  not  wish  to  build  this  year,  but  they 
did,  and  they  have  put  the  houses  five  feet  six 
inches  below  grade.  I  think  it  i;  wrong,  and  that 
the  buildings  should  be  put  at  grade  12."  It 
is  so  with  others.  They  do  not  rem  i 
They  plead  ignorance, "  and  yet  their  per- 
mit" has  the  order  printed  on  it.  That  is 
done  by  men  who  have  built  houses  and  in- 
creased the  city  valuation  by  a  million  dollars. 
This  order  is  the  same  that  was  passed  last 
year.  What  was  the  effect?  One  man  went  on  for 
two  weeks,  then  stopped  short  and  threw  the 
gravel  out  of  his  cellar.  If  we  allow  them  to  go 
on  ten  years  we  shall  have  to  spend  millions  of 
dollars  in  raising  that  territory,  as  we  have  on  the 
■Northampton-street  district.  They  say  they  have 
no  trouble  from  their  cellars  now.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose they  do ;  but  they  will,  when  the  Back  Bay 
is  all  built  over  and"  the  cellars  become  filled 
with  water,  as  they  will  be,  in  case  of  a  storm 
or  high  tide.  It  was  so  on  Dover  street 
and  on  the  "Northampton-street  district.  Shall 
we  make  them  adhere  strictly  to  the  law  or  not? 
l  think  we  should  make  them  do  so.  as  we  propose 
to  do  by  this  order  passed  two  weeks  ago.  The 
parties  acknowledge" the  justice  of  it,  and  only 
plead  as  excuse  that  they  do  not  know  the  law. 
We  do  not  excuse  the  poor  people  in  North  street 
because  they  do  not  know  the  law.  I  saw  a  boy 
the  other  day  who  had  been  stealing  newspaper's 
left  at  a  door:  he  aid  not  know  he  was  doing  any- 
thing wrong.'   I  thought  there  was  just  as  good 

i<:  :-■  ■:,   I    i:     •-■  <:':  -1:    _  ii    >.'.:      -  I"       ■:'     "'  -'  i._  '    _.     .  '.  ■   -  '.'' 

Freeland,  who.  after  building  for  two  years,  says 
he  does  not  know  the  law.  I  was  ashamed  'of 
both  Charles  W.  Freelan  d  and  Ivory  Harmon  for  not 
knowing  the  law.  We  should  enforce  the  law  on 
those  rich  men  as  much  as  we  do  on  the  poor  boy 
who  took  the  newspapers.  Therefore,  I  hope  this 
vote  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  seems  to 
be  very  fond  of  executing  the  law,  and  yet 
you  cannot  go  into  the  street  without  find 
mg  a  man  "  disobeying  some  law.  Gentle 
men  have  built  first-class  houses  on  the 
Back  liar,  and  now  the  question  is  whether  you 
will  enforce  this  law  on  them  when  it  will  do  no 
good.  You  cannot  agree  here.  Gentlemen  talk 
about  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion,  and  cannot  agree 
what  it  is.  These  men  have  built  first-class  houses 
there,  and  it  would  be  far  betterforthe  committee 
and  Board  of  Health  to  spend  some  time  abating 
nuisances  in  other  parts  of  the  city, instead  of  dis- 
turbing these  men  whe  have  put  things  in  first- 
class  order.  To  go  down  there  and  make  these 
men  rai-e  their  houses,  so  as  to  comply  with  the 
law,  is  like  taking  the  pound  of  flesh."  Why  the 
gentleman  is  on  the  Committee  on  Markets  and  he 
knows  that  the  cellars  under  the  markets  are  be- 
low grade  15.  The  city  of  Boston  tolerates  cellars 
below  grade  12,  and  I  "do  not  tuink  we  should  make 
those  parties  raise  their  houses  simply  to  comply 
with  the  law.  Shall  we  require'  the  con- 
tractors to  destroy  those  houses  by  raisins  them 
up  six  or  eight  inches?  It  is  a  hard  question  for 
us   to   settle.     We   know   that    no    water    will 
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accumulate  in  those  cellars,  and  it  will  be 
folly  for  us  to  pay  out  money  for  damages 
when  you  get  no  consideration  in  return  for  it. 
"Where  no  nuisance  exists  I  do  not  see 
why  this  Hoard  should  cause  citizens  to  lay  out 
their  money  when  it  will  not  benefit  them  at  all, 
and  only  because  they  have  not  complied  with 
this  law.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, who  raps  at  our  door  every  year  for  more 
agents,  to  make  the  parties  comply  with  this  law. 
They  should  make  people-  comply  with  the  law  re- 
lating to  grade  as  much  as  they  do  when  they  are 
building  a  chimney.  This  order  will  be  a  great 
hardship  on  those  who  are  erecting  those 
houses. 

Alderman  Voters — The  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  G  is  the  weakest  I  ever  heard  him 
make.  The  Legi-lature  passed  the  law,  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  establi-hed  the  grade,  and  no  build- 
ing can  be  erected  below  that  grade.  To  carry 
out  this  law  the  burnt  district  was  raised  wher- 
ever it  was  below  the  grade.  We  have  spent  large 
sums  of  money  to  raise  houses  to  that  grade.  It 
cost  some  818,000  or  S2o,0no  to  laise  one  block.  I 
saythatwhen  individuals  put  (heir  hou>es  below 
the  grade  fixed  by  the  law  of  the  State  and  the  or- 
der of  this  Board,  it  is  no  hardship  for  them  to 
have  to  raise  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  all  very  well  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  talk  about  weak  arguments  and  obey- 
ing laws,  but  does  he  obey  all  the  laws?  None  of 
us  are  perfect.  Who  of  us  can  cast  the  first  stone? 
I  say  that  to  lay  out  money  where  it  does  not 
benefit  the  public,  is  waste. 

Alderman  Beters— It  is  not  for  me  to  answer 
the  question  whether  I  obey  the  laws;  but  it  is 
for  the  Police  Department  to  see  that  I  do. 

Alderman  Brooks— If  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  want-  to  look  after  the  city's  health  ltt 
him  go  down  to  North  Market  street,  where  the 
air  is  foul  enough  to  knock  a  man  down.  In  my 
opinion  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0  has  made  a 
very  strong  argument.  These  houses  are  already 
built.  It  would  lie  better  for  us  to  proceed  against 
the  bigger  nuisances  in  Commercial  or  North  Mar- 
ket street. 


The  whole  force  of  it  is  that  we  must  disobey  the 
law,  and  he  advocates  disoboving  the  law.  But  I 
ought  not  to  be  surprised,  for  we  have  heard  it 
here  before.  I  am  not  surprised  that  he  turns  it 
off  upon  the  Board  of  Health,  for  they  compelled 
him  to  comply  with  the  law. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  ask  where  and  when. 

Alderman  Worthington— When  they  compelled 
you  to  oornply  with  the  law  in  regard  to  tenement 
houses. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  not  built  any  since  the 
law  was  passed. 

Alderman  Worthington— But  they  compelled 
you  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  it  is'the  old  sore 
which  works  out.  "We  are  now  talking  about 
buildings  erected  since  the  law  was  established, 
not  about  old  ones.  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  to 
go  down  into  North  Market  street  and  raise  the 
grade  there,  some  time.  I  am  in  favor  of  enforc- 
ing the  law  upon  men  who  are  abundantly  able  to 
comply  with  it.  and  I  will  not  go  for  enforcing  it 
upon  a  poor  boy  for  picking  up  newspapers,  and 
not  upon  men  worth  hundreds  of  thouands 
of  dollars.  I  think  there  is  no  option  for  iis: 
we  must  enforce  this  law  or  break  the  oath  we 
took  when  we  came  into  this  Board.  This  order 
does  not  enforce  the  raising  of  any  building;  it 
only  requires  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  report 
cases  to  this  Board,  and  then  will  come  the  time 
for  gentlemen  to  act  upon  it.  Each  party  must 
have  a  notice  to  raise  Ins  grade  or  the  city  will  do 
it  for  him.  When  Mich  an  order  comes  in,  then  it 
will  be  time  to  consider  it.  If  we  do  not  do  this 
we  will  be  breaking  the  law  as  much  a-  tin-  men 

who  are  building  there.  We  should  take  a  stand 
today  that  every  building  shall  be  erected  accord- 
ing to  law;  therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  having  all 
buildings  below  grade  12  reported  to  this  Beard, 
and  we  can  then  consider  whether  Ave  will  in- 
struct the  Superintendent  of  Health  to  raise 
them.  This  order  is  to  get  information,  and 
nothing  else. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman    Clark — I    totally  disagree  with   the 

fentleman  from  the  Highland  District.  I  think 
e  has  entirely  forgotten  the  purport  of  the  order 
and  will  read  it  to  him : 

"Ordered,  That  the  following-named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses, 


so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in 
the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved 
Dec.  24, 1872." 

That  is  an  arbitrary  order.  If  they  do  not  do  it 
in  ten  days,  then  the  city  is  to  commence  proceed- 
ings against  the  parties. 

Alderman    Worth]-"" 
read  the  rest  of  the  < 

Alderman  Clark— Certainly : 

"And  in  default  of  such  alteration  by  either  of 
said  parlies  within  ten  days  after  the  service  of 
this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third  section  of 
chapter  377  of  the  acts  of 'the  year  1872,  proceed- 
ings will  be  commenced  against  him  or  her,  ac- 
cording to  law." 

Now,  if  that  is  no.  an  arbitrary  ami  absolute  or- 
der, I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  words. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Those  proceedings 
must  be  commenced  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  (lark— It  'means  that  if  they  do  not 
comply  with  tin-  order  then  we  must  do  it.  Now, 
what  is  this  territory?  It  is  not  below  grade,  as 
the  "burnt  district"  was.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  two  districts.  There  was  a  territory 
on  which  it  was  not  possible  to  build  at  grade  12; 
but  on  the  Back  Bay  the  wholo  territory  is  at 
grade  12.  and,  if  a  man  digs  down  his  cellar, 
and  the  water  eom-s  in,  he  does  it  at  his  own  risk. 
"What  are  the  facts?  Here  is  Charles  W.  Free- 
land,  who  has  constructed  houses  there,  worth  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars;  he  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  in  Boston  to  increase  the  val- 
uation of  taxable  property  by  the  erection  of 
dwellings.  He  has  obtained  permits  to  build 
dwellings  and  has  sold  them  before  they  were 
completed.  He  has  not  a  house  built  below  grade 
12;  he  has  an  air  space  underneath  his  kitchen, 
which  is  seventeen  inches  below  grade,  but  it  is 
simply  an  air  space,  and  the  building  is  not 
below  grade.  Suppose  the  water  does  come 
in  there  ;  he  takes  the  risk  of  that.  Now,  we  have 
an  Inspector  of  Buildings  whose  duty  it  is  to  re- 
port this  thing,  but  he  has  not  told  them  of  it. 
Today  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  told  me  this  or- 
der was  wrong  and  ought  not  to  pass.  Some 
twenty  or  thirty  parties  are  building  first-class 
houses  down  there  ;  they  got  their  plans  and  the 
houses  are  nearly  done,  arid  to  make  them  raise 
*  ardship  which  this 
no  right  to  im- 
pose. As  to  the  great  bugbear  of  the  Back 
Bay  overflowing,  it  does  not  trouble  those  who 
live  there,  and  I  do  not  think  they  require  the 
sympa'  by  of  those  who  live  in  the  Highlands.  The 
whole  territory  is  at  grade  12,  and  if  a  man  sees  fit 
to  build  below  it  a  few  inches  he  takes  his  own 
risk.  Mr.  Freehand,  for  instance,  comes  here  and 
gets  a  permit,  goes  on  and  constructs  his  building. 
He  says  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  violating 
any  law  or  ordinance,  and  I  do  not  have  the 
slightest  idea  that  he  had.  I  have  no  great- 
er sympathy  for  Mr.  Freeland  because  he 
happens  to  be  a  man  of  property  than  I  have 
for  a  poor  man;  but  I  say  that  if  this  Gov- 
ernment has  allowed  this  thing  to  go  on  in  this 
way,  we  have  no  right  to  pass  such  an  order.  The 
onier  for  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  refuse  per- 
mits until  assurances  are  given  that  the  grade 
law  will  be  complied  with,  is  all  very  well;  it 
costs  no  more  to  build  on  grade  9  than  on 
grade  12.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  reconsid- 
ered and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  I  wish 
to  treat  all  citizens  fairly  at  least,  which  I  do  not 
think   will  be  the  case  if   that   arbitrary   order 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  think  we  are  treating 
this  subject  fairly.  It  cannot  be  that  the  rich 
have  any  more  claim  on  us  than  the  poor.  I  can- 
not see  why  rich  men  should  be  allowed  to  build 
below  grade  and  create  a  nuisance  any  more  than 
a  poor  man.  The  law  is  specific.  It  says  the 
"Board  of  Aldermen  *  *  *  shall  establish  a 
grade."  It  is  not  "may,"  but  "  shall."  And 
further,  "if  any  person  constructs,  uses  or  occu- 
pies any  cellar,  or  basement  cellar  in  violation  of 
this  act,  said  Board  of  Aldermen  .shall  order  the 
owner  or  occupant  of  such  cellar  or  basement  cel- 
lar, to  so  alter  and  construct  it  as  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  said  section."  Is  there  any  al- 
ternative whatever  left  torus?  Is  there  any  reason 
why  they  should  go  down  into  the  earth  and  build  a 
place  for  the  tide  water  to  settle  into,  and  then 
ask  us  to  give  them  a  grade  below  drainage,  be- 
cause they  are  rich  men  who  live  on  the  Back 
Bay?  'Tlie  act  says  further,  "And  if  such  owner 
or  occupant  fails  to  comply  with  such  order  with- 
in ten  days  after  service  thereof ,  as  provided  by 
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the  following-  section,  said  Board  shall  so  alter 
such  cellar  or  basement  cellar,"  etc.  Such  is  the 
law;  it  is  imperative  in  its  terms,  and  this  Board 
have  no  discretion  except  to  enforce  it  impartially 
upon  the  rich  and  poor. 

Alderman  Clark— I  believe  there  are  several 
poor  as  well  as  rich  men  named  in  that  order.  We 
have  allowed  those  parties  to  go  on  ;  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings  has  raised  no  objection  to  the  con 
struction  of  those  buildings,  and  now  we  have 
just  happened  to  find  out  that  there  are  some  cel- 
lars clown  there  below  grade  12,  and  put  in  this 
arbitrary  order.  I  say  it  is  an  injustice,  and  unfair 
to  enforce  the  law  upon  them.  Let  us  acknowl- 
edge that  our  agents  have  not  done  their'  duty  in 
prohibiting  the  erection  of  those  buildings. 

Alderman  Hall— Do  vou  mean  to  acknowledge 
it? 

Alderman  Clark — I  mean  that,  if  such  buildings 
have  been  constructed  down  there,  it  is  our  own 
fault,  and  the  Inspector  of  Building  has  not  done 
his  duty. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  look  after 
it,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  persons  who  put  up  the 
buildings  to  do  so.  They  are  held  responsible  by 
the  law,  and  there  is  no  alternative  for  us  but  to 
pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Chairman  talks 
about  our  having  permitted  them  to  go  on  and 
build  below  grade.  Now  what  has  been  the  ef- 
fect ?  Here  is  an  order  that  was  passed  last  vear, 
on  the  20th  of  October : 

"Ordered.  That  Martin  Beatty.  Samuel  Stubbs 
and  Joseph  R.  Bassett  be  and  they  are  respective- 
ly hereby  directed  to  alter  and  construct  the  cel- 
lars under  their  respective  houses  *  *  *  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  approved  Decem- 
ber 24th,  1873;  and  in  default  of  such  alteration 
and  construction  by  either  of  said  parties,  within 
ten  days  after  the  service  of  this  order,  as  provided 
by  the  third  section  of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of 
the  vear  1S72,  proceedings  will  be  commenced 
against  him  pursuant  to  law." 

That  order  came  from  the  Committee  on  Health 
in  res]  onse  to  a  communication  of  the  Inspector 
of  Building's  relative  to  certain  cellars  below 
grade.  It  was  read  twice  and  passed,  without  any 
opposition  or  inquiry.  And  what  was  the  effect  ? 
Some  of  the  builders— some  of  these  very  men- 
stopped  work  for  a  week  or  two.  Then  they  went 
on  and  constructed  their  buildings  just  as  much 
below  grade  as  now.  The  Inspector  of  Buildings 
says  he  gave  them  notice  by  a  printed  copy  of  the 
order.  They  were  furnished  the  grade  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  and  there  is  no  excuse  for  "them. 
We  know,  as  the  Chairman  says,  that  all  the 
Back  Bay  territory  is  at  grade  12,  but  they  have 
thrown  the  sand"  out  of  their  cellars,  and'  some 
have  sold  it  to  the  city.  We  saw  what  was  done 
last  year.  Shall  we  not  go  ahead  and  make  them 
comply  with  the  law  now?  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Chairman  of  this  Board  means  when  he  says 
it  is  an  arbitrary  order.  If  the  Inspector  has  not 
conformed  to  his  duty,  it  is  time  we  had  a  new 


one.  But  he  has  complied  with  the  law,  having 
given  them  the  grade  and  the  order  on  the  permit. 
The  parties  know  the  law ;  it  is  printed  before 
their  eyes,  and  ignorance  is  no  excuse  whatever 
for  not  complying  with  the  law.  It  is  a  dangerous 
thing  to  talk  so  before  this  Board,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  have  heard  such  an  opinion  expressed  here.  So 
fai  as  lies  in  my  power  I  shall  insist  upon  requir- 
ing these  parties  tn  conform  to  this  and  all  other 
laws. 

AldermanBrooks  —  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  spoke  of  tins  order  as  simply  instruc- 
tive, but  it  seems  that  he  did  not  know  what  he 
was  talking  about.  It  is  impossible  for  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  to  tell  whether  the  parties 
are  going  to  build  at  grade  or  not.  The  Survey- 
or's Department  gives  the  grade.  I  believe  the 
Inspector  has  carried  out  his  instructions  as  well 
as  any  man  can,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
occasion  for  an  attack  upon  him.  If  there  is  any- 
thing in  this  order  that  the  gentleman  from  trie 
Highlands  wants  to  carry  out  from  sheer  malice, 
let  him  go  on. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

Alderman  Clark — I  hope  the  Board  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  Back  Bav  territory  is  all  at  the 
proper  grade  and  is  not  like  the  Northampton 
District.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that,  because 
some  houses  there  are  below  grade,  the  city  will 
have  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  whole  territory.  If 
there  is  a  single  nuisance  there,  each  individual 
has  got  to  take  the  responsibility  for  it  and  cannot 
ask  us  to  raise  thj  whole  territory. 

Alderman  Worthingtou— And  i  hope  the  Board 
will  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  here  is  a  law  we 
are  bound  to  enforce.  The  grade  is  fixed  at 
12.  Parties  can  throw  gravel" from  their  cel- 
lars and  break  the  law,  but  we  have  no  option  but 
to  make  them  obey  the  law.  It  is  not  for  dwelling- 
houses  on  that  locality  alone,  but  for  all 
parts  of  the  city.  If  water  is  allowed  to 
stand  in  one  house  it  will  be  conducive 
of  ill  health  in  a  whole  neighborhood.  I 
take  the  word  of  the  Superintendent  of  Servers, 
who  says  if  they  go  on  and  build  up  there  as  they 
have  begun,  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  we 
will  have  to  raise  the  whole  territory.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  0  says.  "Suppose"  it  is  below 
grade?''  Well,  the  Legislature  has  said  the  cel- 
lars shall  be  at  grade  12;  the  Board  of  Health 
say  it  is  right :  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  is  of  the 
same  opinion;  the  city  of  Boston,  through  its 
Board  of  Aldermen,  orders  builders  to  conform  to 
that  grade ;  and  when  we  all  say  so,  is  it  for  us  to 
excuse  the  breaking  of  that  law?  I  hope  the 
Board  will  bear  in  mind  that  we  will  be  parties  to 
the  breaking  of  the  ia\v  if  we  reject  this  order. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  order  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigeiow,  Brooks^  Clark,  Cut- 
ter—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall.  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Prescott.  Stebbins.  Worthington— 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  board 
adjourned  to  Tuesday,  Sept.  1,  at  four  o'clockP.  M 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    1,    1874. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  September 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Folice  Officers— John  Callahan,  Eastern 
Railroad  Depot;  John  E.  Huntress,  431  Broadway. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constru'  ting  sewers  in  l'utuam  street,  between 
White  street  and  tide  water;  and  in  Dudley, 
Quincy  and  Perrin  streets,  were  considered.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  C.  C.  Cobleigh 
et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  .Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Cynthia  O.  Pence,  for  abatement  of  bet- 
terment assessment  in  the  matter  of  widening 
Union  street,  Erighton. 

Dennis  O'Brien's  heirs,  for  award  of  damages 
for  widening  and  extension  of  Magazine  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  National  Bank  of 
the  Republic,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
sewer  in  Merchants'  row. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Mary  "W. 
Johnson,  for  leave  to  surrender  to  the  city  a  lot 
of  land  on  Newbury  street,  purchased  by  W.  O. 
Johnson,  deceased. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Edward  Habich,  for  removal  of  a  tree  on 
Cedar  street,  between  Centre  and  Pynchon 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  roving.  S.  A.  Stetson  et 
al.,  in  aid  of  petition  of  Hiram  Ames  et  al.,  that  a 
retaining  wall  be  built  at  the  end  of  Yarmouth 
street. 

Thomas  Cullenery  et  al.,  that  edgestones  beset 
on  portions  of  Marion  street  and  Havre  street. 

Patrick  Rayne  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  corner  of 
Bennington  and  Marion  streets. 

Henry  W.  Foote  et  al.,  that  a  fence  be  placed  on 
the  sea  wall  at  the  footed'  Revere  street, to  prevent 
such  fatal  accidents  as  have  lately  occurred. 

Metropolitan  Itailroad  Company, for  leave  to 
run  their  West  End  and  depot  lines  of  cars  through 
Court  street. 

W.  R.  Chester,  that  the  grade  of  Harvard  street, 
near  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19,  may  be  estab- 
lished. 

Edward  Farmenter,  that  a  sidewalk  be  laid  at 
5IJ4  East  Seventh  street. 

S.  G.  Brooks  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Quincy  street,  from  Warren 
street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

J.  Littleiield  et  al.,  that  Charles  street  be  paved 
from  Le\erett  street  to  Combiidge  street. 

A.  B.  Shedd  et  al.,  for*  sidewalks  on  southeast 
side  of  Beach  street,  Charlestown. 

National  Bank  of  Brighton  et  al.,  that  a  portion 
of  Washington  street,  Ward  l'J,  be  watered  by  the 
city  and  the  abutters. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company,  that  Front  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

James  Hammctt  et  al.,  that  Himleu  street, "Ward 


Gertz,  for  leave  to  exhibit  a  museum  of  natural 
history  and  science  at  r>42  Washington  street. 

To  the  Joint  Com initlee  on  Common  anil  Public 
<1  rounds.  Frederick  P.  Moscley  et  al.,  for  a  sewer 
from  Stoughton  street,  through  Sumner  and  Pond 
streets,  Crescent  avenue  and  Caileton  street. 

John  T.  Prince  et  al.,  that  the  materials  for  con- 
stricting th'i  soldiers' monument  may  be  trans- 
ported only  by  the  Charles-street  side  of  the  Com- 
mon, to  avoid  the  destruction  of  many  line  trees 
and  disfiguring  the  paths. 

To  l/ti  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  Ihe 
Board.  George  Boiling,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Conant  street, 
lot  103. 

Richard   Sullivan,     remonstrance   against    the 


erection  of  a  stable  by  Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.,  on 

Cambridge  street,  Charlestown. 

Patrick  Sullivan  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  by  George  Boiling  on  Conant 
street. 

Getchell  &  Edwards,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  in  rear  of  Cam- 
bridge street,  near  Boston  A:  Maine  Railroad. 

William  R.  Cavanaugh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Cottage  street. 

James  Hagar,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Austin  street. 

John  A.  Butterly,  for  leave  to  ocdupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Maverick  street,  between 
Jeffries  and  Short  streets. 

D.  A.  Thompson,  for  leave  to  rebuild  and  oc- 
cupy wooden  stable  for  live  horses  on  lot  364  Dud- 
ley street. 

A..  T.  Sinclair,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue. 

L.  G.  Stone,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Mather  street. 

George  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupv 
wooden  stable  for  two  additional  horses  on  Cause- 
way street,  No.  228. 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  titty  ho-sc-on  Dorchester  avenue, 
No.  54. 

Archibald  McLean,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cel- 
lar below  grade,  at  corner  of  Pitts  and  Merrimac 
streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  rescind  the  license  heretofore  granted 
to  the  proprietors  of  Dong  Island  to  remove  beach 
gravel  from  said  island.    Passed. 

THE  PARKER-STREET  SEWER  NUISANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,) 
Boston,  Sept.  1,  1874.     I 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen— The  grand  jury  of 
the  present  term  of  the  Superior  Court  tor  the 
transaction  of  criminal  business  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk  have  found  an  indictment  against  the  city 
of  Boston  for  creating  and  maintaining  a  nuisance 
offensive  in  its  character  and  detrimental  to  the 
public  health,  near  Barker  street,  in  the  Highland 
District,  and  the  indictment  now  stands  for  trial 
in  said  court.  I  recommend  that  you  make  the 
earliest  possible  investigation  of  this  matter,  and 
if  a  nuisance  shall  be  found  to  exist,  for  which  the 
city  is  responsible,  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in 
causing  its  abatement. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
communications  from  city  officers. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Annual  report  of 
the  trustees  (City  Doe.  (ill)  accepted  and  sent  down. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  referred, 
on  motion  of  .ihlerinan  l'eters,  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library: 

Boston,  Aug.  19, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  ihe  Mayor  and  City  Council— 
The  Trustees  of  the  Public.  Libraiy  herewith  re- 
spectfully submit  a  communication  from  J.  Hun- 
tingion  Woleott,  Esq.,  in  relation  to  the  estate  of 
No." 48  Boylston  street,  owned  by  him,  and  adjoin- 
ing on  tin  west  the  library  estate .  In  order  to  right- 
ly understand  the  cll'ect  of  the  lease  now  under 
consideration  of  the  owner,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  plan  of  these  two  adjoining  proper- 
ties which  accompanies  this  letter.  It  will  be 
seen  from  this  drawing  that  the  Woleott  estate  is 
of  the  same  depth  as  that  belonging  to  the  city — 
extending  from  Boylston  street  to  Van  Rensselaer 
place.  In  place  of  the  present,  ells,  which  do  not 
perceptibly  diminish  the  light,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  library,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building  at 
least  four'siories  high,  with  its  easterly  side  upon 
the  line  dividing  th  estates,  and  extending  as  fin- 
back as  the  stable,  :i  distance  of  103  feet.  These 
ehai  ges  will  hugely  dimini-  h  the  light  and  ailed 
the  air  of  the  library  building.  Its  result  may 
easily  be  seen  by  any  one  inspecting  the  reading 
room  and  the  alcoves  of  Bates  Hall,  at  the  points 
where  these  two  apartments  arc  at  present  over- 
shadowed by  Ihe  Woleott  dwelling  house  as  it  is 
built  out  to  the  line  of  the  property.  Under  the 
present  condition  of  public  affairs  the  trustees 
cannot  aelvise  the  City  Government  to  make 
any  new  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
library.  But  they  nevertheless  deem  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  give  information  of  the  dangers 
which  threaten  the  buildingand  to  draw  attention 
to  the  results  of  the  proposed  change.  Respect- 
fully requesting,  on   behalf   of   the  trustees,  an 
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early  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  he  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  TV.   (iREEXOCGH, 

President  Trustees  of  Public  Library. 

Boston,  Aug.  11, 1874. 

W.  IF.  Greenouf/h,  Esq.,  President  Trustees  of 
Public  Library :  Dear  Sir— In  reply  *o  your  note 
of  this  date,  I  beg  to  state  that  a  party  has  offered 
to  take  a  lease  of  my  estate, 48  Boylston  street,  for 
a  term  of  ten  years  at  $8000  per  annum,  and  pay 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  improvements,  upon 
condition  of  my  making  certain  changes  in  the 
buildings  such  as  will  make  them  convenient  for 
his  business.  If  I  decide  to  accept  his  offer,  it 
■will  be  necessary  to  take  down  that  portion  of  my 
house  which  is  iii  the  lear  of  my  main  building, 
and  to  extend  that  building  on  the  line  of  my  lot 
adjoining  the  library  to  as  great  a  depth  as  can  be 
lighted  sufficiently. '  I  have  the  right  to  avail  my- 
self of  the  space  between  my  lot  and  the  library 
building  for  light  and  air  so  long  a<  that  building 
is  used  as  a  public  building,  or  until  the  city-  pay 
me  an  additional  sum  of  ST500  for  the  premUes  I 
sold  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  extension  will  be  very 
considerable  as  the  light  which  can  be  admitted 
on  the  side  will  be  used  to  supplement  the  light 
which  will  be  admitted  from  front  and  rear.  I 
cannot  now  determine  to  what  depth  the  main 
building  may  be  extended,  or  to  what  height  it 
may  be  erected.  The  stable  on  the  rear  of  my  lot 
will  probably  remain  at  present  without  any  'ma- 
terial change.  I  prefer  to  lease  mv  estate  father 
than  sell,  bi  ing  (juite  content  to  take  my  chance 
as  to  its  value  in  the  future,  but  I  think  I  ought 
not  to  refuse  to  sell  it  to  the  city  for  the  library, 
and  I  will  lease  or  sell  it  if  I  can'make  satisfactory 
arrangements.  My  <  state,  including  the  passage 
between  my  house  and  Mr.  Thorndike's.  contain- 
about  7300  feet,  and  the  claim  for  87500— if  the  citv 
should  make  use  of  the  premises  I  conveyed  to 
the  city.  I  will  sell  my  estate  with  all  the  build- 
ings as  thev  are,  and  all  right-  appertaining  to  it, 
for  6200,000;  or  I  will  lease  it  for  ten  years  for 
89000  and  taxes  per  annum,  and  wOl  agree  to  abide 
by  an  appraisement  of  its  value  at  the  time  of  the 
termination  of  the  lease,  upon  condition  that  in 
any  event  I  shall  ne  paid  not  less  than  8175,000  net 
money — I  or  my  executors  shall  have  the  right  to 
elect  one  of  the  appraisers,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  one,  and  these  two  select  the  third. 
Very  "respectfully  and  truly  vours, 

J.  Huntington-  Wolcott. 

Pesir/nation.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Daniel  D.  Kelly,  resigning  his  office  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Directors  of  East  Bo-ton  Ferries,  to 
take  effect  on  and  after  Oct.  1. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Femes. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  sheriff  cf 
Suffolk  County  for  81541.60  for  the  jail  expenses 
for  August.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

REPOBTS  OF  COMMITTEES  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports,  and  reports  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  orders,  as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  J.  S.  NIekerson  et  al.,  that  Fourth 
street,  between  E  and  F,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks;  and  Mauley  Howe,  for  leave  to  place  a 
lamp  post  in  sidewalk  of  374  Broadway.  Severally 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edge-tones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
crossings  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Marl- 
borough street,  between  Dartmouth  arid  Glouces- 
ter streets  ;  also  to  build  the  cesspools  and  drains 
required  for  the  surface  drainage  of  said  street. 
Estimated  cost.  815,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutter- and 
crossings  and  macadamize  the  roadway  id'  Glouces- 
ter street,  between  Beacon  street  arid  Common- 
wealth avenue;  also  to  build  the  cesspools  and 
drains  required  for  the  surface  drainage  of  said 
street.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Pond 
street,  between  Centre  and  May  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  .-aid  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  South   street,  between    Summer 


street  and  the  easterly  line  of  Ea-t   street,  with 
small  granite  blocks.     Estimated  cost,  -sgoOO. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  South  street,  between  Summer 
street  and  the  easterly  line  of  East  street,  with 
small  granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  §8000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered",  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
C.  T.  Pierce  to  remove  within  sixty  days  all  ob- 
structions in  front  of  his  estate  on  Parker  street, 
Charlestown,  extending  over  the  line  of  said 
street. 

Passed. 

Notice  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
that,  in  the  opinion  cf  this  Board,  the  public 
safety  and  convenience  require  that  Main  street 
between  City  square  and  Austin  street,  and  Bev- 
erly street  between  Causeway  street  and  Warren 
Bridge,  should  be  paved  with  -mall  granite  blocks, 
and  that  said  company  be  directed  to  pave  on 
said  streets  the  -pace  occupied  by  its  tracks  with 
small  granite  blocks;  the  work  to  be  done  under 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  ex- 
pense of  laying  sidewalk  on  Providence  street  and 
Columbus  avenue  at  Providence  Depot,  as  re- 
ferred to  in  an  accompanying  schedule  fiom  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  rt  f  erred  an  or- 
der authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings to  purcha-e  land  and  erect  thereon  an  engine 
house  in  the  vicLity  of  Commercial  and  Fulton 
streets — Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  as  a  substitute  for  the  ori- 
ginal one: 

Ordereo,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  the 
expense  of  hiring  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  location  of  a  Eabcock  Fire  Extinguisher  and 
the  horses  and  men  connected  therewith,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Tolice— 

Report  recommending  the  approval  and  con- 
firmation of  the  nomination  of  Jeremiah  B.  Sulli- 
van to  be  a  police  officer.  Accepted  and  nomina- 
tion confirmed. 

Report  on  petition  of  WiUiarn  Dillaway — That 
the  city  keep  open,  ur  obstructed  and  in  proper  re- 
pair, a  passageway  nine  feet  wide  in  rear  of  the 
building  on  south  side  of  Eastern  avenue,  sub- 
mitting an  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  city  is  under  no  obligation  to 
keep  the  passageway  open  or  in  repair.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

City  Solicitor's  office,) 
Boston.  Aug.  27, 1874.      ) 

Sir— As  I  understand  this  case  Mr.  Dillaway  has 
no  claim  for  relief  as  against  the  city  of  Boston. 
If  the  passageway  is  ob-tructed  in  violation  of  his 
rights,  he  must  for  redress  look  to  the  persons  who 
placed  or  maintain  the  obstructions  there.  The 
only  duty  resting  upon  the  city  in  the  premises  is 
to  maintain  certain  portions  of  tlie  seawall,  and 
not  to  make  or  authorize  to  be  made  any  obstruc- 
tions in  the  passageway.  It  is  not  obliged  to  re- 
move obstruction-  placed  there  by  others,  or  to 
keep  the  passageway  in  repair.  The  passageway 
being  a  private  and  not  a  public  way-,  the  city  can 
not  require  the  erection  of  a  fence  on  the  sea  wall 
of  the  abutters. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

J.  P.  Healt. 

Mr.  Alderman  Cutter,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Police. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  on  petitions  of  John  Shepard  et.  al., 
owners  of  horses,  that  trial-  of  speed  be  allowed 
during  certain  hours  of  the  day  on  a  portion 
of  Brighton  avenue  known  as  the  Mile  Ground — 
That  as  the  ordinances  now  in  force  restrict  the 
rate  of  speed  in  all  public  streets  or  ways  of  the 
city  to  six  miles  an  honr,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  no  power  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners; the  committee  therefore  "recommend  the 
reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Hall — I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
that  carries  with  it  the  removal  of  the  mounted 
police  force  from  the  Brighton  road,  or,  if  not, 
whether  the  Committee  on  Police  intend  to  re- 
move the  mounted  force  from  that  road. 
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Alderman  Cutter— That  is  a  very  simple  ques- 
tion to  answer.  The  Committee  on  Poliee  will 
remove  no  force  in  order  to  allow  the  laws  to  be 
broken. 

Aldermen  Hall— In  reply  to  that  let  me  say  that 
they  do  allow  the  laws  to  be  broken  every  day. 
The  same  ordinance  which  requires  the  police  to 
prevent  persons  from  driving  faster  than  six 
miles  an  hour  in  the  city  requii  es  them  to  see  that 
no  one  drives  round  a  corner  faster  than  a  walk. 
Yet  this  same  Committee  on  Police  allow  that 
ordinance  to  be  broken  every  hour  of  the  day. 
Why  not  enforce  the  whole  law  as  well  as  a  part 
of  it  ?  If  one  part  of  the  law  is  good,  the  whole  is 
good,  and  why  enforce  one  part  and  allow  the 
other  to  be  broken? 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Committee  on  Police  are 
no  more  responsible  for  the  mounted  police  than 
the  other  members  of  the  Board  are.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  is  a  member  of  this  Hoard  and 
voted  for  the  mounted  poliee.  The  Committee  on 
Poliee  will  see  ohat  the  laws  are  enforced. 

Alderman  Peters— The  execution  of  this  law  is 
desired  bv  persons  who  live  in  that  vicinity.  If  a 
person  brings  in  a  petition  to  have  a  law  enforced 
at  some  special  point  where  it  is  broken  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  station  policemen 
there. 

Alderman  Hall— This  does  not  make  the  subject 
quite  clear.  It  appears  that  gentlemen  living  in 
that  vicinity  wish  to  have  the  law  enforced ;  I 
guess  the  reason  is  they  take  exception  to  a  cer- 
tain hotel  there r  and  in  order  to  ruin  that  hotel 
they  desire  to  have  fast  driving  stopped.  Now 
there  is  not  another  city  in  this  country  where 
persons  cannot  speed  their  hbrses  without  going- 
to  a  race  track.  In  New  York  they  have  a 
boulevard;  in  Providence  they  spent  a  large  sum 
of  money  last  year  to  construct  a  road  on  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  where  people  can  exercise  their 
borses  at  speed  in  a  rational  way.  It  is  so  in 
every  other  citv  in  the  Union.  Our  road  to  Brigh- 
ton is  a  time-honored  place.  But  there  has  been 
an  order  issued  to  prohibit  reckless  driving, 
and  what  does  that  mean?  Does  it  mean 
to  zigzag  from  one  side  of  the  road  to  the  other, 
or  driving  carefully  at  a  thiee-minute  speed?  It 
seems  to  have  been  settled  to  mean  driving  at 
speed,  and  an  order  has  been  issued  to  stop  it.  Is 
that .what  we  have  this  mounted  police  for?  I 
claim  that  we  have  a.  right  to  drive  our  horses  at 
speed,  and  I  think  men  who  delight,  in  and  possess 
fast  horses  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to 
enjoy  themselves  in  a  rational  way.  So  long  as  I 
am  a  member  of  this  Board  I  shall  insist  upon 
having  some  place  where  gentlemen  may  exercise 
their  horses  at,  speeil,  although  I  am  as 'much  op- 
posed as  any  one  to  reckless  driving  on  the  public 
thoroughfares. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea.  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  twelve  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,   for   the    Committee  on 


Licenses— Rep 
Amusement 
Boston  Musem 
Theatre:  Jona 
quial  perform: 
Billiard  Lict 
Green  street 


s  follows: 
mses  Granted— It.  M.  Field,  for 
Thayer  &  Tompkins,  for  Boston 
i  Harrington,  to  give  ventnlo- 
s  in  Wards  16  and  17. 
s  Granted — Edward  Daniels,  9 
^...uel  Hancock,  35  North  Ander- 
n  street;  J.  O.  Teniplctou,  '.11:3  Tronionfc  street; 
Broekway  Brothers,  1028  Washington  street;  J. 
Pickering  Draper,  (  la.rendon  Hotel. 

Pawnbrokers'  Licenses  < irantcd— Raphael  Ros- 
nosky,  197  South  street;  George  A.  Dewitt,  139 
Harrison  avenue. 

Licenses  for  Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles 
Granted— O'llagan  A  Moi.ahau,  DOG  ouch  street; 
James  A.  Porter,  G  Vine  street,  Charlestown  ;  Ja- 
cob Hainmelburg,  110  Dorchester  avenue; 

Wagon  License.,  Granted— Maurice  Powers  and 
several  others  (transfers);  Jason  Gordon,  Glovers 
Corner,  Ward  lis ; 

Intelligence  Otliccs  Licensed— Eliza  1'ortjr,  131 
Hudson  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— Eliza  P.  Beebe  to 
Kovanna  .Yle.Si.augh. 


Kow,  44  Hanover  street;  John    IE.   Lee,   corner   of 
Washington     and     Rockland    streets,    Brighton; 


Timothy  Saunders,  195  Chelsea  street,  Charles- 
town;  Terence  Riley,  137  ICliot  street;  F.  J.  Sar- 
gent, IS  Indiana  place;  M.  C.  Burncs,  s-15  Washing- 
ton street;  A.  R.  &  M.  Tucker,  121  Friend  and  14 
Merriniac  streets;  Jacob  Weinz,2:s  Sudbury  street; 
Elijah  Mclntyre,  is  l ravers  street. 

Victuallers''  Licences  Refused— Henry  Kottler,(jiS9 
Parker  street;  C.  R.  Jones  &  Co.,  21  Kneeland 
street;  James  W.  MoManus,  301  Shawmut avenue; 
J.  C.  Young,  13  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown; 
George  Ldiby,  2  Harrison  avenue;  M.  B.  Bacha- 
rach, 298  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered",  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
William  Hemley,  to  sell  papers.be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  o£  the  Board— Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  the  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables  ny  George  T.  Andrew,  Ar- 
cadia street;  Jacob  Bleiler,  Mechanic  street, 
Ward  15;  John  Conner,  George  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Leopold  Morse,  S5194,  widen. ng  oi  Brattle  street; 
heirs  of  James  Caiberry,  >135o,  living  out.  and  ex- 
tension of  Qumcy  place.  Severally  lead  twice 
and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
eis— 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  J.  T.  Reed  ct  al.  and  Henry  Souther, 
for  abatement  of  sewer  assessments. '  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  notations 
ol  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital  for  sewer 
in  Stoughton  street,  and  E.  D.  Biooks  ct  al.,  that 
the  Phipps-street  sewer  be  extended.  Severally 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  S50.7S,  assessed  upon  Eliza)  oth 
Trowbridge  for  a  sewer  in  Albion  street,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Tuesday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Chelsea  street,  between  Brooks  and 
Marion  streets;  in  SixUi  street,  between  F  and 
Dorchester  street  J ;  and  in  Marcella  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Highland  streets,  when  all  par- 
ties objecting  thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  From  Dudley  to 
Quincy    street,   in    Quincy   street,   from  Quincy 


Putnam  street  between  White  street  and  tide 
water.    Seveially  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  E.  A.  White  ct  at.,  that  Devonshire  street, 
from  Water  to  Milk  street,  be  paved  with  wood — 
Report  signed  by  himself  and  Alderman  Peters, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  between  Water 
and  Milk  streets,  with  wooden  pavement.  Esti- 
mated cost,  SJ2500. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that,  the  order  take  its 
second  reading,  and  it,  was  ordered. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  1  desire  to  place,  myself  on 
record  against,  using  wooden  pavements  in  streets 
where  there  will  be  so  much  travel  as  in  this  one, 
1  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  in  principle  with  the 
gentleman  who  last  spoke,  but  as  he  last  week 
presented  a  report  in  favor  of  wood  pavement  in 
Devonshire  street  from  State  to  Water  street,  and 
as  this  is  a.  continuation  of  tie  same  thing,  and  as 
this  Board  seems  to  have  established  the  princi- 
ple that  where  all  the  abutters  on  a,  street  sign  a 
petition  for  wooden  pavement,  it  should  be  laid, 
1  signed  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11, 
nays  I ,  Alderman  Cutter  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Emery  presented  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  77): 


c.cssily  of  coining  to  the  Govoi'nin'ent|l.hus  early  in 
the  linancial  year  for  an  additional  appropriation, 
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as  they  supposed  l'ii mi  Hie  information  received 
from  the  town  authorities  and  those  having  charge 
of  the  building  that  the  sum  of  $18,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  work;  hence  that 
amount  was  appi  -opiiated  in  May  last.  Following 
is  a  statement  of  expenditures  on  the  building  by 
the  town  of  Brighton  and  the  city  of  Boston?  to 
date: 

Expended  by  the  town  of  Brighton — raid  for 
land  and  examination  of  title,  812,025.00;  paid  tor 
labor,  $1551.50;  paid  for  sand  and  cement,  8s41.Tr,; 
paid  for  building  foundation,  $1355.44;  paid  for 
stone  and  brick.  87520.03;  paid  for  architect, 
81500;  paid  for  carpentry,  stoon ;  paid  for  masonry, 
$6400;  paid  for  building  wall,  s.MO.75;  paid  for 
labor  and  stock,  8100.7.');  paid  for  surveyor.  8134.50. 

Expended  by  the  city  of  j  Boston— Paid  for  car- 
pentrv.  80500;  masonry,  8U>,000;  heating  appara- 
tus, 81500;  brick,  81405.30;  advertising,  $30.38; 
grading  grounds,  .8200.50.     Total,  .820,305.18. 

Total  expenditures,  $04, 443.90. 

Statement  of  Appropriation— Appropriation  by 
the  town  of  Brighton,  850,000;  expenditures  by 
the  town,  $38,048.72;  transferred  and  used  for 
other  purposes,  81451.28;  balance  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  810.500;  appropriated  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, 818,000 ;  expenditure,  by  the  citv,  $20,305.18; 
balance,  2014.82. 

The  estimated  amount  required  on  account  of 
said  building  is  as  follows:  Mason's  contract  (bal- 
ance), $4005;  carpenter's  contract  (balance),  80000; 
Ivating  apparatus,  8785;  brick,  8102;  furnituie, 
84300:  bark  wall  in  front,  8450;  additional  grad- 
ing, 8350;  architect's  fees  (balances  $2000;  out- 
buildings, etc.  (contracted  for),  80202  ;  extras  and 
contingencies,  81500;  total.  820,744.  Less  balance 
of  appropriation,  .82104.82;  to  be  provided  for, 
827,030. is.  The  ,  oniniittee  would,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully request  an  additional  appropriation  of 
.$27,700.    For  the  committee, 

Hiram  Emery,  Chairman. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  annual  repoit 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  which  was  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

By  Alderman  Worthingtor.,  for  the  Committee 
on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  of  notice  to  John  Keene,  Hannah  M.  Fair- 
banks, Jacob  II.  Currier,  Levi  Perry,  Catherine 
Mitcln  11,  Mary  A.  Chase,  heirs  of  Emily  South- 
wick,  Ira  Foster  and  all  others  interested,  to  re- 
move obstructions  pioiecting  over  the  lines  of 
Charles  street,  Ward  10,  as  laid  out  bj  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  Aug.  3,  1874. 
Passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings — 

Report  that  among  the  unfinished  business  of 
last  year  referred  to  them  was  the  order  to  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  of  connecting 
steam  pumps  with  stea  n  boilers  in  the  several 
city  buildings.  They  have  considered  the  subject, 
and  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  locate  a  steam 
pump  in  City  Hall.  Oi.ly  since  the  providing  of  a 
new  boiler  and  the  necessary  apparatus  for  the 
elevator  has  it  been  possible  to  make  such  a 
machine  available.  By  connection  with  hose, 
water  can  be  thrown  to  all  parts  of  the  City  Hall 
and  on  to  the  adjoining  buildings.  Said  pumps, 
however,  cannot'be  made  available  in  other  city 
buildings  where  steam  apparatus  is  in  use,  from 
the  fact  that  the  apparatus,  being  only  intended 
for  heating,  cannot  be  used  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses. They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  a  steam  pump  for 
the  City  Hall,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollais;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  directed  to  report 
on  that  portion  of  the  Mayor's  address  recom- 
mending the  furnishing  of  better  and  additional 
accommodations  for  the  temporary  care  of  insane 
persons- 
Report  that  they  have  considered  the  sub- 
ject, and  find,  upon  conferring  with  the 
Chief  of  Police,  that  there  is  no  proper  place  for 
the  retention  of  such  unfortunates  during  an  in- 
vestigation of  their  cases  by  the  proper  author- 
ities. They  repoit  that  a  room  can  be  obtained  in 
the  Court  House,  and  fitted  up  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  provide  better  accommodations  than  any 
now  in  use  in  the  station  houses. 


On  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  with  instructions  to  report  the  location 
of  said  room  and  the  estimated  expense  of  adapt- 
ing it  for  the  purpose. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  —  Report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  The  follow  ing  rooms  in  City  Hall 
lie  assigned  as  follows,  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen :  The  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing in  the  room  recently  vacated  by  the  Inspector 
of  Milk ;  the  Committee  and  Superintendent  of 
Printing  in  the  room  vacated  by  the  Committee 
on  Paving;  the  retiring  room  of  the  Common 
Council  to  be  u  ed  jointly  by  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  and  The  Park  Commissioners. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  fountain  in  Independence  square; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  order  was 
put  on  its  passage  by  taking  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— A  question  has  arisen  in  my 
mind  whether  we,  being  urable  to  supply  the 
fountains  on  the  Common  with  water,  could  af- 
ford water  to  allow  this  one  to  play.  I  believe 
that,  except  in  the  district  ivhere  I  reside,  public 
fountains  are  seldom  seen  playing.  If  there  is 
sufficient  water  to  supply  the  fountains  in  South 
Boston  I  am  elad  to  know  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  this  fountain  to  be  sup- 
plied by  the  high  service? 

Alderman  Powe  — I  do  not  presume  the  foun- 
tain will  be  completed  this  year,  and  there  will 
not  be  any  need  of  a  supply  of  water  for  it.  In 
laying  out  Independence  square  preparation  was 
made  for  a  fountain,  ai.d  h  s  year  the  money  was 
appropriated  for  it.  There  are  fountains  in  all 
parts  of  the  city  except  South  Boston.  This  is  the 
finest  .square  in  South  Boston,  and  I  hope  this  ar- 
rangement for  a  fountain  will  be  carried  out  as 
intended.  1  am  in  hopes  that  we  shall  have  water 
enough  next  year  to  use  it. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  would  be  better  to  have 
this  order  lie  over  for  one  week,  so  that  we  can 
obtain  some  information  in  regard  to  it.  It  will 
not '  e  good  policy  to  erect  fountains  and  keep 
them  dry,  for  they  do  not  look  well.  If  it  is  going 
to  be  supplied  from  the  high  service,  that  cannot 
be  done  until  we  put  in  more  pumps.  It  is  waste- 
ful to  spend  money  for  fountains  when  you  have 
no  water  for  them. 

Alderman  Brooks — I  beg  to  correct  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown.  In  the 
section  of  the  city  where  1  live  the  fountains  have 
been  playing  this" summer,  and  that  has  been  the 
case  for  two  or  three  yeais.  There  has  never  been 
a  lack  of  water  in  that  section. 

Alderman  Han  is— Both  sections  are  supplied 
from  the  same  source. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  10  immediate  hurry 
about  this  order,  but  I  hope  gentlemen  will  look 
into  the  subject.  It  was  delayed  last  year  because 
it  would  cost  .$0000,  but  now  it  can  be  done  for 
$4000.  The  fountain  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
square  whether  it  plays  or  not,  and  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass,  alihougii  there  is  no  need  of  hurry. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  erect  an  iron 
fence  around  the  square  on  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, between  Exeter  and  Fail  field  streets;  also  to 
raise  the  grade  of  said  square,  cover  it  with  loam 
and  sods  anil  lay  out  walks  over  the  same;  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  ( 'oniniittee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  tin ee  hundred  dollars  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  triangular  lot  bounded  by  Eagle, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  streets,  Fast  Boston;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  for  the  its- 
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provement  of  Washington  park;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  representing  that  under  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  "approved  May  12,  1874,  the 
Superintendent  of  Stree's  set  the  edgestones  and 
paved  the  gutters  around  Madison  square,  and 
assessed  the  Department  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  as  an  abutter  upon  the  street,  the  sum 
of  $700.  As  the  amount  was  not  included  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  present  financial  year,  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  the  assessment  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  to  provide  the  means. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

HOME  FOR  THE  POOR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  live  o'clock,  viz., 
orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  "Home  for 
the  Poor"  on  the  "Austin  Farm,"  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  £385,000;  and  requesting  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  to  report  an  or  er  providing  the 


The  question  was  on  the  passage  of   the   orders. 

Alderman  Emery— As  there  are  some  gentlemen 
in  this  Board  who  desire  more  accurate  informa- 
tion as  to  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  the  erec- 
tion of  this  building.  I  move  that  the  report  and 
orders  on  the  subject  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, with  instructions  to  procure  proposals  for 
erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so  called,  in  Ward  17,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  approved  by  said  committee, 
and  report  to  either  hi  anch  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  l'eters— Since  this  subject  first  came 
before  the  Board  I  have  given  it  some  investiga- 
tion, and  as  I  shall  vote  against  the  orders  which 
were  specially  assigned  for  this  afternoon,  and 
also  against  the  motion  just  made,  perhaps  it 
would  be  best  for  me  to  give  some  reasons.  First 
is  the  financial  aspect  of  all'  irs.  The  high  rate  of 
taxation  shows  the  necessity  of  exercising  as 
much  economy  as  possible.  A  great  many  ap- 
peals have  been  made  to  our  sympathies.  We 
have  been  told  that  poor  men  had  to  crawl  upon 
1  heir  hands  ami  knees   to   their   beds   in  the  attic. 


sons,  and  it  is  only  when  we  put  in  120  or  more 
that  they  have  to  sleep  in  that  building.  That 
number  of  worthy  old  men  can  always  have  good 
rooms  on  the  second  floor.  In  regard  to  the  old 
women  at  Deer  Island,  the  best  class  say  they 
would  rather  stay  there  than  go  to  the  Austin  farm. 
I  believe  myself '  that  the  boys  and  girls  should 
be  removed' from  a  penal  island,  where  they  are 
surrounded  with  demoralizing  inllucnces.  But 
we  are  not  so  crowded  for  room  as  some  gentle- 
men would  make  out.  The  city  of  Charlestown 
hadapoorhouse  which  could  easily  accommodate 
100  inmates.  Of  the  forty  there  now,  nine  are 
boarded  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  other  cities  at 
S'.l  a  week,  showing  that  we  have  hotel  accommo- 
dations for  out-of-town  paupers.  That  building 
could  be  used  for  the  boys,  and  as  soon  as  the 
Board  of  Health  locate  I  he  new  smallpox  hospital 
the  Marcella-street  Hospital  could  be  used 
for  children  of  the  other  sex.  Then,  too, 
a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
farm  would  be  distinct  and  separated  from  the 
buildings  at  Deer  Island, and  the  expense  incurred 
would  be  largely  increased.  The  cooking  and 
work  at  Deer  Island  is  done  largely  by  criminal 
women,  costing  nothing;  the  bread  is  made  and 
sent  over  in  a  boat  every  day.  These  are  the  rea- 
sons why  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  useless  expense  to 
erect  this  building,  and  one  which  we  should  not 
sanction  at  this  time  especially.  Therefore  I  shall 
vote  against  the  original  orders  and  against  the 
motion  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Emery— I  do  not  propose,  at  this  time, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  question  of  erecting 
a  Home  for  the  Poor.  The  statements  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  have  been  made  so  many 
times  within  the  last  ten  years  in  this  Government 
that  I  think  there  is  no  member  who  has  any  de- 
sire to  discuss  them  again.  I  supposed  that  it  was 
settled  last  year  that  it  was  the  policy  of  this  City 
Government  to  have  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  I  sup- 
posed that  question  had  been  finally  settled.  For 
the  past  ten  years  it  has  been  the  opinion  at 
City  Hall  that  we  should  have  a  Home  for  the 
Poor, and  theonU  question  was  where  it  should  he 
located,  and  I  presumed  that  the  purchase  of  the 
Austin  fa  i  in  last  year  sett  lee  I  the  question  of  loca- 
tion.    When  these  plans  were  first  presented  I  did 


not  suppose  there  would  be  any 
the  merits  of  the  general  question,  as  the.  City 
Government  had  decided  upon  a  certain  line  of 
policy,  and  made  a  purchase  in  order  to  carry  it 
out,  and  unless  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
should  be  found  1  supposed  the  succeeding  Gov- 
ernment would  cany  out  that  policy.  If  that  is 
not  the  case,  if  one  City  Government  is  to 
adopt  a  policy  after  long  'discussion,  and  the 
next  Government  is  going  to  pay  no  re- 
gard to  that  policy,  you  must  see  that 
it  will  prove  suicidal.  It  would  seem 
as    if    a   succeeding     Government     cannot     be 


we  go  on,  year  after  year,  in  that  way?  If  we  do, 
we  cannot  know  where  we  are  to  land.  I  have 
always  been  opposed  to  commissions  upon  general 
principles,  I  voted  against  the  Fire  Commission, 
but  I  voted  for  the  Water  Commission  because 
there  was  a  necessity  for  a  change  of  policy  in 
that  department— a  "change  which  the  strongest 
anti-commission  men,  whose  opposition  to 
commissions  is  inherent— acknowledged.  Those 
men  think  the  water  supply  must  be  look- 
ed after  better  than  it  can  be  under 
the  present  arrangement,  and  they  favor 
change.  But  I  do  not  care  to  discuss  that 
question.  I  am  naturally  opposed  to  commissions, 
but  if  no  settled  policy  can  be  carried  out,  what 
can  we  do?  What  other  alternative  is  there  but 
to  vote  for  commissions?  Unless  the  Govern- 
ment of  1875  carries  out,  to  some  extent,  what  we 
undertake,  where  shall  we  land?  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  supposed  there  would  be  no  par- 
ticular opposition  to  this  measure,  if  there  ap- 
peared to  be  no  suspicious  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  and  gentlemen  know  whether  or  not  that  is 
the  case  just  as  well  as  I  do.  I  will  not  now  answer 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
17.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary.  This  recom- 
mittal will  do  no  damage.  It  will  give  us  more 
information  than  we  possess  as  to  the  cost  of  this 
structure,  and  will  cost  nothing.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  o  sees  no  objection  to  that,  as 
it  will  not  deplete  the  treasury,  'and  no  gentleman 
opposed  to  the  measure  can  object  to  getting  an 
estimate  of  the  cost. 

Alderman  Peters— In  reply  to  what  the  gentle- 
man said  in  regard  to  commissions,  I  wish  to  say 
that  it  is  we'l  known  that  the  City  Government 
conducts  its  business  independent  of  the  com- 
missions; its  policy  is  independent  of  the  com- 
missions. Even  the  ordinance  to  establish  a  Water 
commission  says  that  it  shall  be  at  all  times  sub- 
ject to  the  City  Council.  I  shall  not  oppose  the 
present  motion  on  the  ground  of  expense,  but 
because  I  do  not  want  any  suspense.  One  other 
matter  on  which  our  sympathies  have  been  ap- 
pealed to,  and  that  is  the  separation  of  aged  mar- 
ried couples.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  super- 
intendent of  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island  which 
says— 

"There  is  at  present  but  one  married  couple  on 
the  islands  and  they  are  here  temporarily.  The 
eases  are  rare  where  both  husband  and  wife  are 
here  at  the  same  time.  I  do  not  think  of  but  one 
case  since  I  have  1  ecu  here." 

At  that  rate,  rather  than  build  this  structure 
we  had  better  board  the  old  married  couples  at 
the  Revere  House. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  quite  understand  this 
motion  to  recommit  the  report  and  orders  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to  report  what 
it  will  cost  to  build  this  Home  for  the  Poor.  I 
supposed  that  when  we  should  conclude  to  build 
a  Home  for  the  Boor,  we  would  appropriate  the 
monev  and  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
would  spend  it.  If  there  is  nothing  underlying 
the  motion,  I  cannot  see  the  intent  of  it.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  taking  any  outside  course.  If  it 
is  right  for  us  to  build  a' Home  for  the  Poor,  the 
Directors  of  L'ublie  Institutions  should  doit;  and 
if  there  is  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  recom- 
mittal, 1  have  not  heard  it,  and  should  be  glad  to 
have  it  made  clear. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  in  favor  of  tak- 
ing this  course  for  building  the  Home  for  the 
Poor.  At  the  commencement  of  this  agitation 
one  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  has  fought 
this  order  as  hard  as  any  one,  said  we  had  not  be- 
gun right,  and  we  should  have  advertised  for 
plans  and  proposals  that  we  might  get  a  building 
for  less  expense,  and  that  we  were  building  a  pa- 
latial residence.  This  motion  proposes  to  meet 
that  objection,  and  it  is  just  what  lie  wants.  We 
can  advertise  for  plans  at  a  trilling  expense,  and 
if  we  can  get  anything  at   a   less    cost  which  will 
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answer  every  purpose,  every  man  at  this  Board 
who  favors  this  measure  will  vote  for  it.  The 
natural  course  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  who  can  advertise  for  plans 
which  can  be  approved  by  the  City  Council,  who 
will  then  refer  the  mattei  to  the  directors  for  com- 
pletion. Some  of  the  directors  are  elected  for 
three  years  and  hold  over,  and  the  committee 
think  it  proper  that  the  directors  should  have 
charge  of  the  erection  of  the  building.  The  di- 
rectors have  recommended  these  plans  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  and  in  this  mo- 
tion we  are  asked  to  ascertain  the  cost  of 
erecting  the  building.  Every  man  at  this 
Board  knows  we  have  got  to  do  something 
to  take  care  of  our  poor.  The  increase 
of  criminals  has  been  so  fast  that  before  next 
year  we  shall  need  the  whole  of  the  House  of  In- 
dustry for  that  purpose.  I  have  here  some 
figures  giving  the  increase  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  which  .-how  hov  fast  that  building 
is  filling  up,  not  by  the  poor,  but  by  sentences  in 
the  courts.  For  the  week  ending  June  4  the  in- 
crease was  23;  June  11,  decrease,  14;  June  18,  in- 
crease, 20;  June  25,  increase,  14;  July  2,  increase, 
16;  July  9,  increase,  15 ;  Jury  16,  decrease,  3;  July 
23,  increase,  20;  July  3D,  increase,  8;  Aug.  6,  in- 
crease, 11 ;  Aug.  13,  increase,  41 ;  Aug.  20,  increase, 
30;  Aug.  27,  increase,  31.  The  increase  of 
criminals  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Industry 
since  last  January  has  been  167.  If  it  goes  on  that 
way  till  next  January  we  shall  require  all  of  that 
building  for  the  House  of  Industry.  We  really 
require'  it  now,  as  eveiy  member  of  this  Board 
who  has  been  down  to  Deer  Island  and  seen  the 
number  of  beds  placed  in  the  corridors,  knows. 
In  one  coiridor  the.'e  are  beds  on  each  side  with 
hardly  room  enough  to  pass  between  them,  so 
large  is  the  number  of  inmates.  On  the  men's 
side  one  row  of  beds  extends  the  whole  length 
of  the  corridor,  showing  that  the  only 
recourse  now  is  to  remove  the  poor  and 
give  up  the  whole  building  to  the  House 
of  Industry.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into 
a  discussion  of  the  question.  We  all  admit  that 
something  is  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  poor. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  admits  that  we  have 
got  to  have  some  other  place  for  them,  and  would 
he  have  us  firm  out  our  poor  at  different  places  ? 
Is  that  a  proper  way  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  sup- 
port its  poor?  Would  he  have  us  send  a  portion 
of  the  children  to  the  Marcella-street  building. 
where  the  land  can  be  sold  for  almost  enough  to 
pay  for  this  whole  >tructure?  and  send  the  others 
to  the  poorhouse  at  Brighton  ?  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  one  City 
Government  should  perfect  the  policy  adopt- 
ed by  its  predecessor.  If  one  Government, 
after  years  of  discussion,  adopts  a  measure,  and 
the  succeeding  one  turns  right  round  and  undoes 
it  all,  then  the  only  recourse  for  us  is  to  have  com- 
missions. We  must  have  a  little  permanency  in 
our  city  affairs ;  that  is  the  only  true  course  to 
adopt.  Let  us  advertise  for  proposals  for  this 
building,  and  see  if  we  cannot  get  it  erected  for 
less  than  $300,000.  That  is  what  this  one 
wull  cost  today.  Many  builders  think  it  can 
be  done  for  that.  But  if  we  can  get  it 
for  less  than  that,  let  us  improve  the  opportunity, 
now  that  labor  is  plenty,  wages  low,  and  materials 
cheap,  and  when  there  are  so  many  persons  to 
whom  we  must  either  give  work  or  else  support 
them.  The  gentleman  from  "Ward  12  tells  about  a 
fountain  in  South  Boston  which  would  have  cost 
Sumo  last  year  and  will  cost  only  §4000  now.  We 
should  take  the  same  opportunity  to  build  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  that  he  wou'd  take  to  construct  that 
fountain. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  seems  to  think  that  something  will  be 
gained  by  delay  in  this  matter,  and  yet  he  would 
show  by  his  stati-tics  that  delay  is  dangerous.  He 
shows  the  multiplicity  of  our  paupers,  and  yet  he 
asks  for  delay.  The  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions have  thoroughly  sifted  this  case,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  he  wants  to  sift  it  any  more.  It  shows 
that  he  has  not  confidence  in  the  report  of  that 
committee.  I  do  no*-  like  to  see  gentlemen  taking 
the  back  track.  I  do  not  think  he  has  any  right 
to  stand  up  here  and  say  no  member  of  this' Board 
will  object  to  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  said  there  was  no 
one  here  but  wh ..  must  acknowledge  that  we  need 
more  facilities  for  the  care  of  our  poor. 

Alderman  Cutter— He  can  soften  his  remarks  if 
he  chooses,  but  he  insists  that  we  must  have  more 
facilities.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  said, 
we  have  a  pauper  house  in  Charlestown  that  is  not 


half  full,  and  we  take  boarders  for  niue  dollars  a 
week  apiece  frcm  Cambridge  and  Sonierville.  We 
have  also  an  empty  pauper  house  in  Brighton, 
and  the  Marcella-stieer  Hospital  is  not  occupied. 
They  need  not  stay  out  of  doors  while  we  have 
such  a  poorhouse  as  Wilson's  Hotel  in  Brighton 
unoccupied.  Yet,  with  all  these  facilities,  he  would 
impose  upon  the  taxpayers  by  building  a  house  as 
laige  as  any  hotel  at  Saratoga  to  put  our  poor  in. 
That  i<  his  idea  of  taking  care  of  the  poor.  It  is 
all  very  well  if  you  are  using  your  own  money. 
But  when  you  are  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of 
others,  I  say  beware  how  you  act.  Beware  how 
you  do  it  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers.  No 
pauper  in  this  city  is  out  of  doors  today  because 
of  having  no  place  to  be  taken  care  of  in,  and  if 
we  go  on  annexing  as  we  have,  and  take  in  Cam- 
bridge, Cht'l-ea  and  s'ouici  ville,  as  we  mav,  there 
will  be  additional  facilities;  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  the  delay  proposed  by 
the  gentleman's  motion.  Still  it  is  a  rnilk-and- 
vi-ater  motion.  If  this  matter  is  sent  back  to  the 
other  branch  I  know  it  will  never  get  such 
a  vote  as  it  got  before.  I  hear  complaints 
that  the  merit-  of  the  question  were  not 
exhibited  there,  and  when  they  are  you 
will  see  more  voting  agaii.st  it.  So  I  apprehend 
that  the  more  delay  you  have  the  more  your  case 
wiU  be  weakened.  Yet  those  who  favor  the  meas- 
ure ask  for  delay,  and  I  have  no  objections.  I  am 
informed  that  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  except  those  who  reside  in 
South  Boston,  oppose  this  location  on  the  Austin 
farm.  I  cannot;  say  so  from  my  own  knowledge, 
but  I  have  heard  so. 

Aldeiman  Smeiy — As  one  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  I  am  willing  to  take  my  chances  on  this 
delay,  and  I  ask  that  when  the  question  is  taken  it 
be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Power— I  cannot  imagine  what  au- 
thority the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has  to  make 
such  an  assertion  as  to  the  opinions  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  I  have  not  heard  but  one  express  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  Austin  farm,  and  I  have 
heard  one  in  favor  of  keeping  the  institutions  at 
Deer  Island.  It  is  well  known  that  one  of  the 
directors  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  have 
all  the  institutions  there  together.    But  I  think  I 


have  expressed  that  opinion  strongly  every  year 
in  their  reports  to  this  Board.  I  think  I 
have  endeavored  to  be  as  careful  and  as  tena- 
cious for  the  interest  and  :ights  of  the  taxpayers 
as  any  other  member  of  this  Board.  But  I  am 
aware  that  it  has  got  to  be  quite  the  fashion  that 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  special  pleas  for  the 
taxpayers  are  in  order,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
make  them  more  vehement  and  strong,  and  put 
them  in  more  forcible  language  than  at  other  sea- 
sons. Now  I  do  not  believe  that  the  taxpayers  de- 
sire to  have  three  or  tour  hundred  young  persons 
surrounded  year  after  year  by  criminals.  And 
that  is  what'is  done  at  1  'err  Island  today.  No  one 
can  deny  it  who  will  vi  it  the  place.  They  are  all 
mixed  up,  and  the  innocent  poor  and  the  criminals 
are  in  constant  association,  and  one  vicious 
boy  wDl  demoralize  fifty  little  children.  If  you 
want  to  perpetuate  this  system,  and  continue  this 
state  of  things,  defeat  this  measure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  who  opposed  this  measure,  has 
changed  his  opinion.  He  advocated  the  Austin 
farm  last  year.  What  evidence  has  he  had  to 
change  his  mind?  The  evidence  in  favor  of  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  keeps  accumulating  year 
after  year.  The  gentleman  from  the  Highland 
District  has  shown  the  statistics  of  the  con- 
stant increase  of  criminals,  and  nobody  can 
question  them.  The  Aldennan  from  Ward  6 
says  the  delay  is  asked  for  because  we  hope 
to  gain  something  by  it.  Gentlemen  have 
given  reasons  why  a  proper  commencement 
has  not  been  made,  and  say  that  a  correct  idea  of 
the  cost  should  have  been  given.  Tbeadoption  of 
this  moti  m  will  give  that  to  them.  Instead  of 
desiring  delay,  we  want  to  give  the  strongest 
proof  that  we  want  better  accommodations,  and 
I  think  delay  will  convince  every  one  of  the  im- 
perative need  of  better  facilities  for  caring  for 
the  poor  than  we  have  at  Deer  Island. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  the  Alderman  will  read 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  year,  he  will 
see  that  my  name  is  attached  to  the  report  in 
favor  of  a  location  on  Neponset  ;iver.  One  rea- 
son why  I  voted  for  that  farm  was  to  prevent  the 
buying'  of  this  one  at  twice  its  valuation,  I  think 
I  can  claim  some  credit  for  saving  the  city  S60,000, 
for  if  I  had  attached  my  name  to  the  report  in 
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favor  of  tli is  f nun,  1  believe  it  would  have  been 
bought,  as  1  saw  that  members  were  bound  to  buy 
some  farm.  "We  need  not  lose  anything  on  this 
place.  1  think  it  an  improper  )da„ce  on  which  to 
erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  The  access  to  it  will 
be  difficult;  the  transportation  of  supplies  will  be 
heavy  and  expensive,  while  we  could  transpoit 
them  to  Neponset  by  rail  or  steam. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  understand  the 
tenor  of  this  motion  as  explained  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  who  said 
it  met  the  objections  of  one  who  had  strenuously 
opposeil  this  matter  from  the  beginning.  I  sup- 
posed that  bad  reference  to  me,  and  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  motion  which  is  that  the  orders 
be  recommitted  '-with  instructions  to  procure 
proposals  for  erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  in  accordance 
with  plans  and  specifications  approved  by  said 
committee,"  etc.  My  objection,  as  I  have  repeated1}^ 
stated  before,  is  that  there  has '.icon  no  competition 
in  the  matter  of  plans.  My  idea,  was  that  the 
whole  matter  of  plan.v  should  be  put  in  competition 
among  the  architects  of  this  and  other  cities,  and 
that  they  should  piesent  to  the  Hoard  of  Directors, 
who  should  present  to  this  Government,  plans  for 
a  Home  for  the  Poor  upon  a  given  cost,  which 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  economical.  But 
this  motion  simply  provides  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions  shall  procure  proposals  in 
accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  ap- 
proved, not  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifi- 
cations to  br  approved  by  the  committee.  This 
motion,  I  understand,  is  to  a- certain  the  cost  of 
building  a  structure  by  the  plans  which 
have    already    been    submitted    to   us.      I   must 


say  that  that  does  not  answer  my  objections.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  said  that  this  matter 
was  to  be  put  in  competition.  It  is  to  be  put  in  corn- 
petition  among  mechanics,  but  not  among  archi- 
tects. I  think  these  plans  call  for  a  more  elabor- 
ate structure  than  we  demand  for  the  paupers  of 
this  city.  I  do  not  desire  to  disc xss  the  merits 
of  the  general  question.  The  subject  of  commis- 
sions has  been  dragged  in,  and  I  believe  that  if 
we  had  a  paid  commission  of  men  they  probably 
would  not  stake  their  reputation  upon  plans  of  this 
kind  for  a  home  for  our  paupers  for  the  next  five 
years.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  the  matter  of  lo- 
cation, but  1  think  the  statement  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  is  pertinent,  ano  1  think  that  the  Hi- 
rectors  of  Public  Institutions  are  opposed  to  the 
location  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  upon  the  Austin 
farm.  As  this  motion  relates  simply  to  the  plans 
before  us,  and  as  those  plans  are  on 'a  more  elabo- 
rate and  costly  scale  than  they  should  be,  I  for  one 
am  opposed  to  this  motion. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Emery  to  recommit, 
with  instructions  to  advertise  for  proposals,  etc., 
was  adopted—  yeas  9,  nays  3—  and  sent  down  for 
concurrence. 

Yeas — Aldermen  I'.igelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Prescott— 3. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  next  Tuesday,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.  After  brief  discussion  Alderman  Peters 
moved  to  amend  by  making  the  hour  five  o'clock. 
The  amendment  was  lost,  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Prescott  was  adopted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Hall  the  Board  adjourned  to  Tuesdav,  Sept.  8,  at 
4  P.M. 
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Death  of  Councilman  HILLMAN  B.  BARNES  of  Ward  11. 


The  Common  Council  met  at  noon  in  special  ses- 
sion, President  Shcpanl  in  the  chair,  to  take  ac- 
tion on  the  death  of  Hillman  B.  Karnes,  a  member 
from  Ward  II. 

The  call  of  the  Mayor  was  read  by  the  President, 
and  by  unanimous  consent  placed  on  file. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Goldthwaite  of  Ward  11  and  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent: 

Whereas,  His  honor  the  Mayor  has  conveyed  to 
the  Common  Council  the  intelligence  of  the'death 
of  Hillman  li.  Barnes,  a  representative  from  the 
Eleventh  Ward  of  the  city  of  Boston- 
Resolve  1,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed  as- 
sociate and  friend  the  City  Government  and  citi- 
zens of  Boston  have  lost  the  services  of  an  intelli- 
gent and  faithful  public  servant,  whose  honesty 
of  purpose  and  geniality  of  disposition  have  en- 
deared him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  convey  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  and  especially  to  those  who  have 
been  made  orphans  by  this'  sudden  dispensation, 
the  expression  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their 
sad  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  to 
the  deceased,  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil will  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies  in  a  body; 
and  that  tin'  President  and  rive  members  appoint- 
ed by  him  be  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  suit- 
ably engrossed  by  the  clerk,  be  transmitted  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Upon  the  question  of  their  passage  to  a  second 
reading,  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  remarked  upon  the 
difficulty  ill  realizing  that  the  lolnisi ,  ni'U  lv  form 
of  his  friend  had  concealed  the  fatal  di-'easc  that 
had  unexpectedly  taken  him  away,  and  that  the 
members  should  never  meet  him*  in  the  Council 
chamber  again.  His  frank  and  generous  character 
was  worthy  of  imitation,  his  honestv  of  purpose 
was  apparent  in  his  countenance,  and  bis  judg- 
ments were  the  convictions  of  his  heart.  Pie- 
emincntly of  a  cheerful  disposition, he  made  many 
friends,  and  a  large  circle  would  lament  his  loss. 
The  lesson  of  the  hour  should  lie  to  so  imitate  his 
virtues  that  it  should  be  said  of  his  associates,  as 
they  now  testified  of  him,  he  strived  in  all  things 
honestly  to  do  his  duty. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  though  not  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  the  deceased,  had  learned  to  ap- 
preciate his  geniality  during  hiij  fellowship  with 
him  in  public  affairs.  His  open  hand  and  sympa- 
thizing heart  were  no  less  noticeable  in  his  course 
as  a  trustee  of  the  City  Hospital  than  in  his  deal- 
ings with  the  members  of  the  Council  generally 
and  with  his  closest  friends  His  interest  in  what 
devolved  11)1011  him  was  of  the  most  earnest  and 
honest  character,  and  it  was  well  that  the  Council 
should  pause  fioin  business  to  respect  the  mem- 
ory of  one  whom  the  public  would  miss  from  an 
important  trust,  and  to  sympathize  with  those  to 
whom  his  loss  in  the  home  circle  was  beyond  re- 
placing. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  deceased  entered  the  Council  with  him,  and 
then  their  acquaintance  began.  This  acquaint- 
ance quickly  ripened  into   friendship  and   regard. 


He  was  the  true  type  of  an  American  gentleman 
—genial,  affable,  manly;  in  his  oppositions  mod- 
erate; in  his  suggestions  timely.  Exhibiting  in 
his  early  manhood  a  life  full  of  promise,  his 
severe  domestic  afflictions  were  borne  with  forti- 
tude, and  though  they  did  not  affect  his  inter- 
course with  official  iriends,  they  doubtless  inten- 
sified the  illness  of  last  winter,  from  which  he 
had  but  recently  recovereu.  The  three  orphans 
of  tender  years  who  have  been  made  so  by  his 
demise  should  receive  the  genuine  sympathy  of 
all.  The  friendships  formed  in  the  Council  are 
such  as  prove  generally  lasting,  aud  in  this  in- 
stance would  have  been  peculiarly  so,  owing  to 
the  many  marked  affable  traits  of  the  late  asso- 
ciate. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  spoke  of  the  pleas- 
ure his  association  with  Mr.  Barnes  in  the  Council 
bad  given  him,  both  as  an  acquai  tance  and  as  a 
member  of  committees,  in  which  latter  position 
he  was  gifted  with  a  mastery  of  detail  which  pe- 
culiarly fitted  him  for  his  duties,  and  where  he 
exhibited  marked  executive  ability.  His  loss 
under  such  circumstances  was  a  public  loss,  and 
his  geniality  and  rare  companionship  would  be 
sadly  missed.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
domestic  afflictions  and  impaired  health  of  his 
friend  had  made  the  prospect  of  death  to  him 
not   entirely  unwelcome,  even  in  the  prime  of  his 

manh 1.     His   memory  should   be   cherished   as 

are  the  best  purposes  and  deeds  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  had  known  Mi.  Barnes 
from  infancy,  and  his  parents  from  his  own  early 
boyhood,  and  srdly  did  he  receive  the  tidings  of 
his  early  death.  He  was  one  of  nature's  noble- 
men, anil  his  large  heart  knew  no  meanness.  As 
such  he  had  learned  to  love  and  respect  him. 
Even  the  heart-piercing  troubles  that  he  had  en- 
dured served  a  purpose  in  more  distinctly  bring- 
ing out  his  inborn  virtues.  The  orphan  children, 
though  left  in  the  kindly  care  of  loving  grand- 
parents, should  and  would  receive  the  sympathy 
of  the  public  in  their  double  loss. 

President  Shcpanl,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  such 
intelligence  as  bad  called  the  Council  together 
stirred  the  hearts  of  all  reflecting  men  with  emo- 
tion. So  pleasant  were  all  their  relations  with  the 
deceased  member,  that  he  should  lie  surprised  to 
learn  that  he  ever  had  an  enemy.  He  was  above 
all  mean  ami  seltish  motives,  and  thoroughly  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  public  duties.  The 
feeling  of  regret  at  his  sudden  departure  and  of 
sympathy  with  the  bereaved  was  in  his  mind 
above  the  power  of  expression. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  to  a  second  reading 
and  adopted  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  cause  the  seat 
of  our  late  associate,  Mr.  Karnes,  to  be  draped  for 
thirty  days. 

Passed. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  (ioldthwaitc 
of  Ward  11,  Hearce  of  Ward  11,  Kent  of  Ward  21, 
Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  and  Woods  of  Ward  8.  as  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral. 

The  announcement  was  made  that  the  funeral 
would  take  place  on  Wednesday  at  2  1'.  M.,  and 
the  City  Government  was  notified  to  meet  in  the 
Council  Chamber  at  one  P.  M.,  to  attend  in  a  body. 

Adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    S,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  (.'lark.  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— John  C.  Carr. 

Weigher  of  Coal — William  Bunton. 

Special  Police  Officers— William  Bradford, 
Charles  W.  Buxtor ,  Frank  Bowman,  Thomas 
Dawes,  Bay  State  Iron  Works;  Benjamin  F. 
Groton,  Litchfield  whaif  ami  its  vicinity;  James 
Souter,  Jr.,  Maverick  Hall. 

ORDEBS  OF    NOTICE  BECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  ot  notice  on  petitions  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  steam  engines  and  boiler.-,  by  George 
K.  Paul  &  Co.. 48-50  Union  street,  and  Anton  Kra- 
sinski,  Broofcide  avenue;  and  on  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Marcelia  street,  between 
Centre  anil  Highland  streets;  Chelsea  street,  be- 
tween Brooks 'and  Marion  streets;  Sixth  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  were  severally 
considered.  No  objection  was  offered  and  they 
were  recommitted  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  tout  Public 
Ground*.  D  C.  M.  Rupp  et  at.,  that  a  fence  be 
placed  around  and  the  rubbish  removed  from  Lm- 
wood  park. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
manding officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia  in  this  city,  that  the  city  secure  for  them 
the  privilege  of  the  u-  e  of  the  drill  room  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Technology. 

To  the  Joint  Committer  on  Public  Lands.  Wil- 
liam T.  Hart,  f<  r  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on   Hani- on  avenue,  near   lTympton  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  John  C. 
Pratt  et  a?.. that  the  city  purchase  Jamaica  Pond, 
Ward  17,  which  covers  about  seventy  acres, 
and  forms  a  natural  reservoir.  By  the  use  of  the 
Holly  pump  it  may  be  made  to  tuinish  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  water  for  fire  and  domestic  pur- 
pose- for  that  ward. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.  Thomas  J.  Dunbar  for  license  to 
remove  ballast,  gravel,  etc.,  from  the  east  end  of 
Long  Island. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  James  A. 
Kemp,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  Kemp  street. 

To  tin  Ciimmittie  on  Sewers.  Michael  Gil- 
bride  et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Causeway  street,  be- 
tween Nashua  and  Lancaster  streets. 

George  Q.  Thorndike,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment for  a  sewer  in  Merchants'  row. 
Ann  Feran  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Sawyer  street. 
To  the  Committee  on  Paving.    C.  A!  Connor  et 

al.,  that  Athens  street  be  graded  and  paved  from 
C  to  D  street. 

Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  for  an  addition- 
al track  on  Lcverett  street,  from  Cragic's  Bridge 
to  the  termination  of  the  widening  of  said  street. 

Stickney  &  Poor  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Cambridge  street,  near  Per- 
kins street,  <  harlcstown. 

Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  for  the  grade  of 
certain  portions  of  Islann  and  Giiard  streets  and 
Norfolk  avenue. 

Boston  Leer  Con  pany  it  nl.,  that  Bolton  street, 
from  C  to  D  street,  be  graded  and  paved. 

Michael  Donovan,  to  be  coin]  ensated  for  grade 
damages  at  5  School  street,  Charlestown. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  that  their  tracks 
may  be  allowed  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets,  as  other  changes  in  the  routes  of  their 
car.,  maybe  necessary  and  said  tracks  maybe 
needed.  The  company  will  not  use  the  tracks  ex- 
cept bv  permission  of 'the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Friend  Tildcn  etal.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Fifth  street,  from  E  to  F  street. 

Totlie  <  timmilli  i  an  Ilniltli  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  -Michael  I  mffv.reinon.-  trance  against  erec- 
tion of  -talle  in  Bartlett  place  by  C.C  Daw. 

Stephen  H.  Tarbcll,  tor  leave  to  construct  a  cel- 
lar below  grade  12  at  50  and  52  Hudson  street,  for 
storage. 

Highland  Street  Railway,  for  leave  to  keep  250 
horses  in  their  brick  stable  on  Shawmut  avenue, 
near  Roxbui  v  street. 


C.  H.  B.  Breck,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  sta- 
ble for  four  horses  on  Washington  street,  near 
Oak  square. 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Culvert  and 
Hampshire  streets. 

M.  Drman  &  Co.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Langdon  street,  corner 
George  street,  Ward  13. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy a  brick  stable  for  two  horses  on  line  of  Allen 
street. 

Charles  T.  Lingham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  in  rear  of  Centre  street, 
near  Perkins  street,  Ward  15. 

John  Donovan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  four  horses  on  Wall  street,  rear  286  Bunker 
Hill  street. 

Christian  Rothf  tubs,  for  leave  to  use  a  cellar  be- 
low grade  at  253  Shawmut  avenue. 

Bernard  <S  W.  M.  Cunniil'e,  for  leave  to  maintain 
a  cellar  below  grade  12  at  549  Harrison  avenue. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pave  South  street,  from  Summer  to 
East  street,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Estimat- 
ed cost,  $8000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  Marlboiough  street  from 
Dartmouth  to  Gloucester  stieet.  Estimated  cost, 
$15,000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  Gloucester  street,  be- 
tween Beacon  street  and  Commonwealth  avenue. 
Estimated  cost,  S4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  ma- 
cadamize the  roadway  of  Bond  stieet  from  Centre 
to  May  street.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FBOM  CITY  OFFICEBS. 

Inspector  of  Milk.  Request  for  leave  to  employ 
an  assistant,  at  a  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Board.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  the  quarter  ending 
July  31— Receipts  for  certificates  of  intention  of 
marriage  $595,  winch  have  been  paid  into  the  city 
treasury.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for 
Sept.  1 : 

Appropriations, 
revenues,  etc.         Expended.      Unexpended. 
General . . .  .*13,<I26,1 14.26         $4,702,b66.29  $9,223,  1 17.:. 7 

Special 4,482,330.54  959,793.54  3,522,537.02 

$18,408,444.80         $5,6112,459.81        $12,745,9x199 
Sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  laying  out  of 
East  Lenox  street  and  extension  to'  Harrison 
avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $30,318.95,  by 
taking  land  as  follows: 

Sq.  ft.  Price       Total  amt. 

Estates.  land  per  of 

taken.  toot.         Damages. 

Owners   Unknown...        7,8% 

Met.  R.  K.  Co 3  $2.00  $6.00 

Bridget   Kelley 221)  2.00  2,258.01) 

328  75  246.00 

C.  Rochell 1,040  2.00  4,280.00 

"    314  75  235.50 

J.   Lavery 557  2.00  3,114.00 

John  T.  Malison 546  1.35  4,237.10 

790  35  276.50 

Ezekiel  S.  Johnson. .        4,225  1.1>5  8,23K.*5 

•'  "  ..  800  35  280.00 

City  of  Boston 7,147  1.00  7,147.00 

23,901  $30,318.95 

Also,  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  laying  out  of 
Thorndike  street,  from  Wa-hington  stieet  to  Har- 
rison avenue,  at  an  adjudged   expense  of   $48,117, 
by  taking  land  of  the  following-named  persons ; 
No.  of  feet       Price  Total 

taken.        per  foot,     damages. 

Henry  Lucas 1,146  $4.00  $7,584 

Heirs  Win.  Ma  honey....  1,807  4.00  10,228 

Moses  Colby 933  4.00  6,632 

City  "f  Boston 7,481  1.00  7,481 

City  of  Boston 7,317  1.00  7,317 

City  of  Boston 8,875  1  00  8,875 

27,559  $48,117 

Severally  referred  to  the  „oint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

FUNERAL  OF  COUNCILMAN  BARNES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Common  Council  Chamber,  ) 
Presidiont  s   Room,  [ 

Boston,  Sept.  8,  1874.     ) 
To  his  Honor  the   Mayor  and  Hoard  of  Alder- 
men:   Gentlemen — The     committee    of   arrange- 
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nients  invite  you  to  join  the  Common  Council  in 
attending  the  funeral  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes,  late 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  11, 
at  28  Worcester  square  tomorrow,  September  9,  at 
two  o'clock  P.  M.  Carriages  will  be  in  readiness 
at  City  Hall  at  ten  o'clock  A..  M. 
Very  respectfully, 

In  behalf  of  the  committee, 

E.  O.  Shepakd,  Chairman. 
Read,  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES    AXB    ORDERS    SUB- 
MITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanving  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  the  unpaved  sidewalks  on 
Highland  square,  and  on  Highland  street  between 
Highland  square  and  Centre  street,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  cf  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Bennington 
street,  between  Marion  and  Brooks  streets,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  the 
city  pas.-ngewav  leading  from  Shawuiut  avenue  to 
Tremont  street,  in  the  rear  of  Union  park  and  Up- 
ton streets,  and  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said  pas- 
sageway with  wood.   Estimated  cost,  §4000. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Company  until  otherwise  or- 
dered bv  this  Board,  to  run  their  West  End  and 
depot  lines  of  ears  to  an  extent  not  exceeding- 
twelve  cars  in  any  one  horn  over  the  tracks  on 
Court  street  between  Scollay's  square  and  Wash- 
ington street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Marion  street  between  Havre 
and  Bennington  streets,  and  on  Havre  street  be- 
tween Marion  and  I'.rooks  streets,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  lie  directed  to 
confer  with  the  Selectmen  of  Hyde  Park  or  any 
sub-committee  thereof,  and  select  a  new  location 
for  the  hound-stone  between  said  town  and  this 
city,  which  now  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
roadway  of  Hyde  Park  avenue,  and  to  remove 
said  stone  to  said  new  location,  and  to  record  a 
description  of  said  location  for  future  reference. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Bigelow  for  the  Committee  on 
Lii-ense. — Reports  a-1  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Emerson  &  Ken- 
dall, Bowdoin  square:  John  T.  Willey,  245  Tre- 
mont street;  George  K.  Saville,  4  Palmer  street. 

Hack  License  Granted— Patrick  E.  Murray,  1500 
Washington  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  Tobin,  247  At- 
lantic avenue;  W.  H.  Brennan,  12  Fleet  street; 
Thomas  C.  Clines  and  12  others  (transfers). 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Michael  H. 
Wall.  57  Court  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Daniel  Eaten  & 
Co.,  789  Washington  street ;  Nathaniel  G.  Simonds, 
195  Chelsea  street,  Charlestown;  William  Wilson, 
82  Dorchester  avenue. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— Stephen  Jacobs, 
137y2  Dover  street. 

SeveraUy  accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  build  a  sewer  in  Chelsea  street, between  Marion 
and  Brooks  streets,  and  to  repeat  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  to  this  Board.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Jc  hit  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  trustee,  of  the  Eliot  School  in  West 
Roxbury  for  permission  to  use  certain  funds  ap- 
propriated by  the  town  of  West  Roxbury  in  aid  of 
said  school — Report  that  the  money  having  been 
paid  over  to  the  trustees  before  annexation  took 
place,  the  city  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 
The  committee  thereiore  recommend  that  the  pe- 
tition be  dismissed.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as  follows:  Powers, 


Melvin  &  Co.,  Cambridge  street.  Charlestown; 
John  McShea.  Sheldon  street;  Getchell  &  Ed- 
wards, rear  Cambridge  street,  near  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad;  James  Hagar,  Austin  street; 
William  R.  Cavanaugh.  Cottage  street;  D.  A. 
Thompson,  364  Dudley  street;  A.  T.  Sinclair,  Dor- 
chester avenue;  L.  G.  Stoi_e,  Mather  street; 
George  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  22s  Causeway  street; 
South  Boston  Iron  Company,  54  Dorchester  ave- 
nue; Highland  Railway  Company,  Shawmut  ave- 
nue.   Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Jonas  G.  Smith,  to  be  allowed  to  retain 
cellar  below  grade  at  20  Gray  street.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines — Repoit  leoomineiiding  the  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Henry  and  F.  L.  Lee,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at 
corner  of  Cofumuia,  Lincoln  and  Bedford  streets. 
Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Brooks,  forthe  Committee  on  Har- 
bor'on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Ordered,  That  the  license  granted  on  April  3, 
1871.  authorizing  F.  J.  and  S.L.  Ward  to  remove 
the  gravel  or  ballast  adjacent  to  their  wharf  on 
Spectacle  Island,  as  therein  set  forth,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 
Read  once. 

HOME  FOB  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  To  at  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions tie  authorized  co  advertise  for  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

The  o  -der  was  read  a  second  time  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington.  and  put  upon  its  pa-sage. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  given  notice  of  a 
mctiou  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting 
by  which  the  report  and  orders  in  relation  to  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  were  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  with  certain  instruc- 
tions; and,  if  that  motion  shall  prevail,  I  propose 
to  introduce  a  substitute  order,  which  seemed  to 
me  to  more  fully  cover  the  ground  than  either  the 


this  order  be  laid  upon  the  table.  If  the  order  I 
propose  to  offer  should  not  prevail,  I  will  favor 
this  one  introduced  by  the  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District. 

The  motion  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote— 6  for,  5 
against— and  the  order  wa's  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  now  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  by  which  the  report 
and  order  relating  to  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm  were  recommitted  to  the  Comintitee 
on  Public  Institutions  with  instructions  to  invite 
proposals  for  constructing  the  same  according  to 
plans  approved  by  theCommittee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. I  make  this  motion  not  with  any  intention 
of  causing  uiinecesssary  delay  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Had  there  been  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  since  last  Tuesday,  after  the 
very  decisive  vote  by  which  this"  motion  was 
passed,  I  probably  should  not  have  made  this  mo- 
tion. Inasmuch  as  a  reconsideration  could  cause 
no  delay,  and  as  the  papers  would  not  go  to  the 
Common  Council  for  concurrence  until  next 
Thursday,  it  seemed  to  me  that  we  could,  by  a  re- 
consideration, take  steps  which  would  be  more 
conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  city  than  the  one 
taken  at  the  last  meeting.  If  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider shall  prevail,  I  propose  to  offer  the  following 
order  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  adopted  at  the 
last  meeting: 

Ordered.  That  the  plans  and  papers  in  relation 
to  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the  Pooron  the  Aus- 
tin Farm  in  Ward  17.  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  and  that  said 
board  be  requested  to  procure,  by  public  advertise- 
ment or  otherwise,  additional  plans  and  estimates 
for  said  institution,  and  submit  to  the  City  Council 
the  three  plans  which,  m  their  opinion,  possess 
the  most  merit,  having  regard  to  the  accommoda- 
tions afforded,  and  the  expense  of  construction; 
the  expense  of  procuring  the  plans  and  estimates 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor. 

'  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  by  adopting 
such  an  order  as  this  we  could  have  that  competi- 
tion in  this  matter  which,  from  the  beginning,  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  desirable  object.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  motion  offered  at  the  last  meeting 
must  have  been  passed  under  some  misapprehen- 
sion.   I  notice  that  the  Alderman   from  the  High- 
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land  District,  in  speaking  of  the  motion  at  the  last 
meeting',  said— 

"At  the  commencement  of  this  agitation 
one  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  has 
fought  this  order  as  hard  as  any  one,  said  we  had 
not  oegun  right,  and  we  should  have  advertised 
for  plans  and  proposal*  that  we  might  get  a  build- 
ing for  less  expense,  and  that  we  were  building  a 
palatial  residence.  The  motion  (that  is,  the  one 
adopted  at  our  last  meeting),  proposes  to  meet 
that  objection,  and  it  is  just  what  he  wants.  (I 
suppose  he  referred  to  me.)  We  can  advertise 
for  plans  at  a  trifling  expense,  and  if  we  can  get 
anything  at  a  less  cost  which  will  answer  every 
purpose,  everv  man  at  this  Heard  who  favors  this 
measure  will  vote  for  it.  The  natural  course  is  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
who  can  advertise  for  plans  which  can  be  approv- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  who  will  then  refer  the 
matter  to  the  direct' us  for  completion." 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  motion  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  contemplates  nothing  of  the 
kind.  It  simply  refers  to  these  plans  before  us, 
and  none  other ;  in  fact,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  are  to  procure  estimates  upon  those 
plans.  No  provision  whatever  is  made  for  any 
other  plans ;  there  is  no  opportunity  for  such  a 
competition  among  the  architects  of  this  and 
other  cities  as  we  should  have  m  fo  important 
a  matter  as  this.  Inasmuch  as  that  is  the  case, 
and  as  this  order  must,  as  I  stated  before,  have 
been  passed  under  some  misapprehension,  I 
hope  this  Board  will  reconsider  its  former  action 
and  recommit  this  whole  matter  to  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  with  instructions  to  adver- 
tise for  plans  and  proposals  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor.  It  wdl  cost  but  a  trifling  sum  of  money, 
but  it  will  give  its  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  per- 
haps forty  or  liftv  architects  in  this  city  and  other 
places,  who  will  look  up  the  matter  of  homes  for 
the  poor,  or  almshouses,  as  they  are  called,  else- 
where. We  shall  have  all  the  benefit  of  the  inves- 
tigations which  those  men  will  give  to  this  sub- 
ject. This  experiment  of  competition  in  pro- 
curing plans  for  buildings  has  recently  been 
undertaken  toy  this  city  "  in  one  important 
instance  with  very  marked  success.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  .Buildings  were  authorized  last 
year  to  otter  prizes  for  plans  for  the  new  English 
High  and  Batin  School  Building,  and  the  result 
was  that  some  thirty-live  or  forty  architects  sent 
in  very  elaborate  ih'awings.  Many  of  those  archi- 
tects spent  weeks  and  perhaps  months  on  the 
work,  and  we  had  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  thir- 
ty-five first-class  architects  for  the  trilling  sum  of 
©1800.  "What  was  the  result?  We  had  one  set  of 
plans  presented  to  us  which,  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  everybody,  was  infinitely  superior  to 
any  other.  They  were  submitted  not  only  to  the 
committee,  but  'to  architects  who  were  not  com- 
petitors, and  who  were  called  in  as  experts, 
and  all  who  have  seen  them  are  unanimous- 
ly of  the  opinion  that  those  plans  are  immeas- 
uiablv  superior  to  any  other  received  by  the 
committee.  Now,  it  might  ha\e  happened  that 
the  eitv  would  have  selected  that,  architect; 
but  itis'barely  possible,  and  hardl.,  probable,  that 
if  the  committee  had  employed  one  architect,  he 
would  have  produced  such  an  elaborate  and  per- 
fect a  structure  as  that  if  he  had  not  known 
that  there  was  a  large  number  of  archi- 
tects who  were  competing  with  him  for 
the  prize.  I  say  the  city  of  Boston 
gained  largely  toy  such  action  as  that;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that,  there  is  an  equal  if  not  greater 
reason  for  advertising  for  plans  for  such  large 
structures  as  this  as  there  is  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  the  construction  of  the  buildings 
themselves.  We  have  tried  it  with  success;  the 
State  has  tried  it  with  success;  and,  inasmuch  as 
these,  plans  have  been  siil.mil  fed  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  approval  and  would  call  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  from  s:;un,(i00  to  sr,iin,iiii(),  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  wise  for  us  to  enter  into 
competition  in  this  matter,  in  order  to  have 
this  building  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  erect- 
ed at  the  least  cost.  I  need  not  speak 
to  this  Board  of  the  necessity  for  economy 
in  our  expenditures;  that  must  be  evident  to 
everybody.  With  our  debt  grown  to  nearly 
sj40,000,0(>i>,  with  the  rate  of  taxation  higher  than 
it  has  ever  been  before,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  take  every  precaution  to  have  structures 
of  this  size  erected  upon  the  very  best  and  most 
economical  plans.  This  is  only  one  ol  the  large  ex- 
penditures I  hat  the  c.it.y  of  rtost  on  must  go  into  With- 
in a  very  short  time.  There  a r  -other large  expend- 
itures which  will  increase  our  debt  to  very  large 


proportions.  The  matter  of  an  additional  water 
supply  may  entail  a  debt  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars; anew  Court  House  may  cost  from  three  to 
five  millions  more;  the  Broadway  extension, 
which  we  shall  hear  about  very  soon,  w  ill  peihaps 
entail  an  expense  of  two  millions;  the  erection  of 
the  English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  perhaps 
half  a  million— though,  fortunately,  we  now  occupy 
property  which  will  m  arly  cover  the  cost  of  that. 
But  my  point  is  that  in  as  large  an  expenditure 
as  this  we  should  take  as  much  precaution  as  we 
can,  in  order  to  get  the  best  buildings  at  the 
most  economical  figures. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  did  not  know  that  it 
would  be  proper,  at  this  time,  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
9,  but  when  it  does  come  up  for  discussion  I  shall 
be  opposed  to  it,  and  I  think  we  can  give  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  adopt- 
ed. If  the  Aldermen  are  desirous  of  voting  upon 
the  reconsideration  first,  I  will  waive  the  right  to 
speak. 

Alderman  Power— T  hope  the  reconsideration  . 
will  not  prevail,  because  I  think  it  will  toe  only  a 
waste  of  time.  The  order  offered  toy  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Highland  1  Ust.rict  will  eovei  all  the 
ground ;  it  calls  for  authority  to  advertise  for 
plans  and  specifications  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  a  gentleman  has  got  up 
here  and  shown,  by  everything  he  lias  said,  that 
he  has  no  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions;  that  he  thinks  they  are  not 
competent  to  put  forward  proper  plans  for  a, 
Home  for  the  Poor,  after  spending  years  of  labor 
and  study  upon  the  subject;  when  he  virtually 
says  they  are  not  competent  to  bring  in  proper 
plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  what  is  the  use  of 
referring  the  matter  back  again  to  them?  He 
wishes  us  to  direct  them  to  get  plans  that  wiU 
suit  him,  thereby  assuming  that  he  knows  more 
about  the  construction  of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  than 
do  they  who  have  been  studying  the  subject 
for  years.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  has  ottered  an  order  to  refer  the  matter 
toack  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
which  is  the  proper  place  for  it  to  go.  If  this 
Government  is  not  satisfied  with  the  doings  of  the 
directors,  let  us  advertise  for  new  plans.  The 
directors  have  sent  in  here  just  what  they  want, 
what  they  say  they  must  have,  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor;  and  if  this  Government  is  not  satisfied  with 
those  plans,  let  us  get  others.  That,  I  understand, 
is  what  the  older  offered  toy  the  gentleman  from 
the  Highlands  proposes.  It  gives  authority  to  a 
committee  of  this  Government  to  advertise  for 
other  plans  and  specifications.  As  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  I 
would  state  that  it  is  useless  to  send  this  matter 
toack  to  them.  They  have  sent  here,  for  the  con- 
current action  of  the  Government,  the  plans 
which  they  deem  the  toest,  and  they  do  not  pro- 
pose to  alter  them.  They  have  sent  plans  and 
specifications  for  a  building  which  will  cost  a  large 
sum  of  money.  They  have  not  sent  a  plan  for  one 
wing,  so  as  to  get  the  Government  committed  to 
the  expenditure  of  a.  large  sum;  tout  they  have 
told  the  troth  in  this  matter— thai  if  you  want  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  you  must  spend  a  large  amount 
of  money;  and  we  do  not  propose  to  bring  any- 
thing cfse  in  here.  We  do  not  propose  to  deceive 
this  Government,  and  get  an  appropriation  in  any 
other  way.  If  this  Government  is  uot  satisfied  let 
it  get  other  plans  and  specifications. 

Alderman  Hall-  We  usually  have  an  otojeet  in 
view  in  almost,  everything  we  do,  and  I  think  that 
in  about  three  minutes  we  can  learn  the  object  of 
the  order  which  has  been  introduced  this  after- 
noon and  laid  on  the  table.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  [Alderman  Emery]  at  our  last  meeting 
offered  a  motion  like  this : 

"That  the  report  and  orders  on  the  subject  of  a 
Home  for  the  Boor  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Institutions  with  instructions  to 
procure  proposals  for  erecting  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17, 
in  accordance  with   plans  and  specifications  ap- 

E roved  by  said  committee,  and  report  to  either 
ranch  of  the  City  Council." 

Now  what  are  the  orders  that  thev  propose  to  re- 
commit? They  are  these,  ottered  in  the  Common 
Council  by  thc'l  ommittec  on  Public  Institutions, 
July  9: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  known  as  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  on 
the  Austin  farm,  so-called,  in  Ward  17,  recently 
purchased  Cor  that  purpose  by  the  city,  the  plans 
for  said  building  to  be    approved    by    the    Joint 
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Standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions;  but 
no  expenditure  shall  be  made  and  no  contract  en- 
tered into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until  pro- 
posals shall  have  been  made  by  responsible  parties 
to  construct  the  whole  of  said  building  in  accord- 
ance with  plans  approved  by  said  committee,  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  §385,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Finance  be  requested  to  report  an  order  providing 
the  means,  l>v  transfer  or  otherwise,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so-called,  in  Ward  17." 

Those  orders  were  passed  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil and  have  come  to  us;  a  motion  has  been 
passed  recommitting  the  whole  subject  to  the 
committee,  and  another  order  has  been  intro- 
duced authorizing  the  committee  to  advertise  for 
new  plans.  And  for  what  purpose?  Because  it 
will  take  a  two-thirds  vote  of  this  Board  to  fur- 
nish the  money  to  erect  the  building  according  to 
these  plans ;  whereas  if  this  order  is  recommitted, 
:t  may  be  altered  so  as  to  take  only  a 
majority  vote  to  erect  one  to  cost  only  jsl5o,(i(io, 
that  be'ing  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
already  made  for  the  purpose,  and  thereby 
commit  this  Government  to  a  gigantic  expendi- 
ture. Is  not  that  the  honest  object  of  this  order? 
It  looks  to  me  as  if  it  was,  and  as  such  I  shall  vote 
for  a  reconsideration  of  this  motion. 

Alderman  Emery— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  thinks  he  has  found  something  very  alarming, 
but  I  do  not  know  how  he  can  see  it  there.  There 
is  no  mark  there  that  I  can  see.  It  is  like  the 
Dutchman's  pig— no  mark  on  the  ear  except 
a  short  tail.  As  to  the  injury  that  the  re- 
committal of  this  matter  will  do,  he  does 
not  give  any  illustration  of  it.  Certainly 
all  we  have  asked  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institution-  for  is  to  receive 
proposals,  to  show  the  cost  of  the  building.  What 
can  be  more  simple  or  plain  than  that  ?  If  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  understand  that.  1  cannot  make  it 
more  plain.  I  think  it  would  be  very  fickle,  indeed, 
for  this  Board  to  reconsider  the  motion  which  was 
passed  by  a  vote  of  9  to  3.  If  we  are  going  back 
to  advertise  for  plans  and  r  pecificatioiis,  I  do  not 
suppose  any  gentleman  would  start  at  this  late 
season,  unless  it  was  to  be  done  next  year.  The 
Board  of  Directors  have  hail  this  matter  under 
consideration  since  last  year,  and  before  we  con- 
demn them  I  think  the  least  we  can  do  is  to  see 
what  the  building  is  to  cost  if  built  according  to 
the  plans  and  specifications  presented  to  us  bv 
them.  We  may  erect  that  building  for  s>27.">,ooo: 
some  gentlemen  think  it  will  cost  perhaps  sr.00,000, 
but  they  will  find  them. s<  Ives  greatly  in  is  la  ken.  and 
I  think 'no  one  will  undertake  to  say  it  will  do  any 
harm  to  ascertain  the  figures  the  builders  wi'l 
give  on  those  plans,  as  it  can  be  done  at  no  ex- 
pense. Mechanics  are  out  of  work;  money  is 
lying  on  their  hands  to  be  used  ;  they  are  suffer- 
ing for  the  work,  and  are  willing  to  do  it  at  a  very 
low  figure.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  Board  doe's 
not  want  to  take  the  back  track  on  the  motion 
passed  at  the  last  meeting.  If  the  directors 
want  to  go  on  and  get  other  plans,  let  them  do 
so,  and  I  will  go  for  the  order  proposed  to  be 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  But  I 
think,  as  he  has  represented  in  his  former  state- 
ments to  this  Board,  that  thev  should  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  plans.  These  plans  have 
been  gotten  up  to  their  entire  satisfaction,  and  if 
we  are  to  throw  them  overboard  without  submit- 
ting them  to  mechanics  for  proposals,  I  think  it 
would  be  the  worst  treatment  you  could  show  to 
the  committee  or  the  directors.  It  would  be  ab- 
surd. I  hope  the  reconsideration  will  not  prevail. 
Alderman  Hall— About  my  friend's  pig  I  must 
say  that  I  have  not  brains  enough  to  see  the 
point  of  the  joke,  and  I  am  afraid  he  does  not  un- 
derstand the  effect  of  his  motion  himself .  His 
motion, adopted  atthe  last  meeting,  was  to  recom- 
mit "the  report  and  orders  on  the  subject  of  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,"  etc.  Now  what  do  those  or- 
ders say? 

"But  no  expenditure  shall  be  made  and  no  con- 
tract entered  into  by  said  Board  of  Directors  until 
proposals  shall  have  been  made  bv  responsible 
parties  to  construct  the  whole  of  said  building  in 
accordance  with  plans  approved  bv  said  commit- 
tee, for  a  sum  not  exceeding  s::x,5,000." 

Now,  if  you  will  turn  to  the  Auditor's  Report, 
you  will  find  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  Gentlemen  know  they  can- 
not get  a  two  thirds  vote  for  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  ,i?385,00a,  but  by  referring  this  matter  back 
to  the  committee  and  leaving  out  the  conditions 
before  mentioned  they  expect  to  get  the  Govern- 


ment's foot  into  it,  thus  binding  it  to  build  this 
Home  for  the  Poor,  at  any  expense,  on  the  Austin 
farm.  I  do  not  think  anybody  will  need  to  bor- 
row brains  to  understand  that.  It  is  plain,  sim- 
ple English,  and  if  that  is  not  the  object  of  the  re- 
committal, please  say  so,  and  not  be  beating 
around  the  bush. 

Alderman  Emery— The  object  is  to  get  estimates 
and  see  what  will  be  the  cost  of  the  building,  and 
those  estimates  may  be  reported  to  either  branch. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  did  net  propose  to  take 
any  more  time  on  this  matter,  but  one  or  two 
statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
[Alderman  Power],  who  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Director .-,  for  Public  In-titutions,  call  for  a  re- 


say  that  if  this  is  their  best  work.  I  do  question 
their  competency.  As  the  plans  were  first  pre- 
sented, a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
the  gentleman's  own  ward  thought  the  ex- 
penditure extravagant,  and  he  had  several  items 
cut  out,  such  as  the  marble  mantles.  Still  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  tells  us  the  Board  of 
Directors  are  competent  to  judge  of  this  matter, 
and  that  these  plans  are  the  result  of  a  year  of 
study.  He  says  they  have'  sent  us  just  what  they 
want,  and  do  not  propose  to  alter  their  plans.  I 
do  not  know  but  that  is  the  spirit  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  that  board,  but  I  haidlv  think  it 
is.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  claims  that  the 
directors~possess  superior  wisdom  in  this  matter, 
from  the  study  and  experience  they  have  had. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  ask  that  same  gentleman 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  as  to  the 
expediency  of  locating  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm.  If  I  have  noi  been  wofully 
misinformed— 

Alderman  Power— I  raise  the  question  of  order, 
that  this  matter  is  entirely  irrelevant. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  on  reconsidera- 
tion, and  it  is  perfectly  competent  to  discuss  the 
point  whether  or  not  the  motion  shall  be  recon- 
sidered, but  the  Chair  hopes  that  members  will 
confine  themselves  as  closely  to  the  subject  under 
discussion  as  possible. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  I  have  confined  my- 
self to  the  subject  before  the  Board.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  told  us  how  competent  the 
Board  of  Directors  are  to  judge  of  this  very  thing, 
for  they  had  studied  it.  Now.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  direct- 
ors in  regard  to  the  location  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm.  If  I  have  not  been 
misinformed,  it  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion 
of  that  board  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  erect  such 
a  building  upon  that  lot  purchased  by  the  City 
Government  last  year.  H  they  are  competent 
judges  in  one  matter,  I  think  they  are  in  another. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  thinks  that  is  a  suitable  place  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Prescott— From  what  insight  I  have 
had  in  the  matter,  I  doubt  very  seriously  wheth- 
er it  is  a  proper  place  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor. 

Alderman  Cutter— Would  it  be  practicable  to 
spend  money  for  plans  for  building  a  house  on 
such  an  unsuitable  site  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  entirely  practicable. 
A  Home  for  the  Poor,  wherever  i.  is,  will  proba- 
bly be  located  on  a  farm  of  perhaps  fifty  acres ; 
where  it  is  to  be  does  not  affect  the  matter  of  the 
structure  to  be  erected.  In  regard  to  compe- 
tition in  the  matter  of  plans,  I  have  not  heard  a 
single  objection  oll'ei  ed  to  it.  There  is  the  same 
reason  for  it  among  architects  that  there  is  among 
builders.  Generally  one  architect  is  given  the 
work  of  preparing  plans;  he  receives  a  percent- 
age upon  the  cost  of  the  building,  and  it  is  not  for 
his  interest  to  make  the  expense  as  little  as  possi- 
ble. In  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  that  the  motion 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting  would  give  competi- 
tion in  the  matter  of  plans,  he  certainly  must 
have  labored  under  a  misapprehension,  for  it  does 
not.  Against  such  a  proposition  I  have  yet  to 
hear  a  single  argument. 

Alderman  Woi thing-ton— I  must  say  that  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  find  the  Alderman  from 
W«rd  9.  This  subject  has  been  before  us  a  good 
many  times.  We  found  him  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  discussion  offering  strong  arguments 
and  reasons  why  we  should  go  on,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  showing 
that  the  number  of  poor  will  be  largely  increased. 
We  find  him  in  the  same  speech  turning  round 
and  saying  this  building  is  going  to  cost  too  much 
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money.  When  it  is  shown  to  him  and  to  every 
member  of  this  Board  that  the  Directors  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions  have  had  the  plainest  and  simplest 
plans  possible  prepared  by  one  of  the  ablest  archi- 
tects in  this  city,  we  find'  him  opposing  that  and 
saying  that  we  should  have  advertised  for 
plans.  We  go  on,  and  in  order  to  meet  his 
views  we  move  to  recommit  the  whole  matter  to 
the  committee,  and  I  must  say  that  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  authority  to  advertise  for  new 
plans  and  specifications  had  been  left  oat  of  the 
motion  adopted  at  the  la-t  meeting,  until  my  at- 
tention was  called  to  it.  That  will  explain  my 
remarks  at  the  last  meeting.  That  provision  was 
in  \he  draft  of  the  motion  as  shown  to  me.  I  am 
in  favorof  and  always  have  been  willing  to  adver- 
tise for  plans  and  specifications  as  well  as  for 
proposals.  I  think  it  is  the  proper  course 
for  us  to  take;  but  I  think  we  should 
advertise  for  plans  to  come  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions.  They  are  the  ones  to  receive 
them.  You  have  asked  the  directors  to  prepare 
plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  they  submitted 
plans,  prepared  by  their  architect,  which  they 
believed  to  be  most  appropriate.  Talk  with  them 
todav,  and  thev  think  no  better  or  cheaper  plans 
could  be  prepared.  I  believe  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  that  if  we  ask  the  directors  again 
they  will  get  no  better  plans  than  we  have  now. 
But  what  have  we  here  ?  The  Alderman  from  Ward 
9  proposes  to  offer  an  order  referring  the  whole 
matter  of  procuring  new  plans  to  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions.  He  proposes  to  refer  the 
plans  to  them,  and  yet  he  tells  us  he  has  no  confi- 
dence in  them.  Yet  his  very  order  proposes  to 
refer  all  applications  to  them.  I  do  not  under- 
stand what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  driving 
at. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  order  which  I  propose  to 
introduce  is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Direct- 
ors, with  instructions    as  to  the  will  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— Then  why  go  there  at 
all?  If  we  are  going  to  tell  them  to  receive  cer- 
tain proposals,  they  will  have  no  option  in  the 
matter.  They  would  take  it  as  an  insult.  Every 
member  of  that  board  would  say,  "If  you  want 
our  judgment,  ask  for  it;  but  do  not  say  you  must 
or  must  not  do  so  and  so.''  We  would  not  be  ask- 
ing for  their  judgment  at  all.  The  proper  parties 
to  receive  these  applications  are  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions.  They  should  be  reported 
to  this  board.  The  City  Council  are  to  pass  the 
appropriations  and  take  the  responsibility,  and 
we  should  certainly  be  allowed  to  receive  the 
pla^s.  I  do  not  believe,  although  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  advertise  for  plans  and  speci- 
fications, that  we  are  going  to  gain  anything  at 
all.  I  believe  the  present  plans  are  as  near  cor- 
rect as  anything  we  shall  get.  I  do  not  believe  Ave 
shall  gain' nearly  as  much  as  we  did  on  the  Eng- 
lish High  i-chool.  There  we  advertised  for  plans 
outside  and  inside;  here  we  are  to  advertise 
for  a  building  to  accommodate  the  largest 
number  at  the  smallest  expense.  Who  ought 
to  know  how  that  can  best  be  done  ? 
The  architects  and  directors,  who  have 
studied  it  for  years?  or  persons  outside  of  that 
Board?  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  think  we  shall  not 
gain  anything  by  this  delay,  but  I  am  willing  to 
vote  to  advertise  for  both  plans  and  proposals. 
Therefore  when  the  proper  time  comes  I  shall  ask 
for  the  passage  of  the  order  which  I  offered,  and 
which  keeps  the  matter  in  tlusiiovernment.  More- 
over, we  all  know  what  the  opinion  of  the  direct- 
ors is.  It  has  been  said  that  eight- twelfths 
of  that  board  are  opposed  to  building  in 
AVest  Roxbury;  they  will  tell  you  that  if 
the  institution  should  not  remain  at  D2er 
Island  it  should  be  located  on  the  Win- 
tbrop  farm.  If  we  refer  it  back  to  them,  luvv  are 
we  to  know  whether  we  are  going  to  get  it  back 
for  a  year.  They  can  keep  it  in  their  hands  until 
we  make  a  demand  for  it,  though  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  do  so,  for  they  are  gentlemen.  But  1  be- 
lieve they  will  say,  '•You  have  instructed  us  to  do 
certain  tilings,  which  it  is  your  business  to  do, 
and  not  ours." 

Alderman  Emery  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to   reconsider   was   lost— yeas   3, 

Yeas'—  Aldermen  Hall,  Peters,  Prescott— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  I'.igelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Stebbins,  Win thim-ton— 7. 

[Alderman  Power  was  excused  from  voting,  he 
having  paired  oil'  with  Alderman  Cutter,  who  had 
been  called  away  on  official  business  in  connection 
with  the  Water  Department.] 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
previously  offered  by  him  (authorizing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  to  advertise  for  pro- 
posals, etc.,)  was  taken  from  the  table,  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
14  appears  to  argue  against  the  proposal  of  the 
gentleman  from  \\  aid  :i  because  it  would  consume 
SO  much  time  to  advertise  for  plans  and  proposals, 
and  yet  he  comes  in  here  with  a  similai  order.  It 
seems  to  me  that  his  eyesight  is  blind.  He  thinks 
it  is  going  to  take  a  long  time  to  procure 
plans  and  specifications  and  does  not  wish  de- 
lay, and  yet  he  introduces  this  order.  I  shall  vote 
against  this  order,  because  I  think  it  is  an  entirely 
unnecessary  expanse  lor  this  Board  to  incur  at 
this  late  period  of  the  year. 

Alderman  Peters — 1  propose  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute order  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands.  We  have  heard  so  much  about  what 
the  directors  want  and  do  not  want,  that  I  pro- 
pose to  ascertain  their  opinions.  I  will  read  the 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
building  a  Hume  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
so  called,  in  Ward  17. 

I  offer  this  order  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  un- 
der discussion. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  I  think  it  is  only  adding  insult  to  injury. 
The  gentlemen  who  take  part  in  this  matter  have 
expressed  themselves  as  haying  no  confidence  m 
the  opinion  of  the  directers  on  this  matter,  and 
this  order  is  only  a  pretext  for  delay.  I  do  not 
oppose  it  because  1  dread  their  opinion  in  opposi- 
tion to,  or  in  favor  of,  a  location  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
dread  but  that  their  opinion  will  be  in  favor  of 
that  location  ;  but  as  tlieiropiuioii  is  considered  of 
no  account  here  by  gentlemen  who  have  so  ex- 
pressed themselves,  l  think  it  would  be  folly  for 
us  to  pass  any  such  order  as  this. 

Alderman  Peters— The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
appears  to  think  that  because  one  member  ex- 
pressed him-elf  as  having  no  confidence  in  the 
Board  of  Directors— although  I  do  not  think  his 
remarks  can  be  tortured  to  mean  that— therefore 
the  whole  Board  has  no  confidence  in  them.    That 

not  a  sufficient  reason.     We  do  not  know  what 


the  directors  would  recommend,  or  what  they 
agree  upon.  We  are  told  certain  things,  but  f 
think  it  is  our  duty  to  learn  their  opinion  officially. 


If  the  directors  should  communicate  their  opin- 
ion to  us  of  what  is  best  to  be  done,  then  we 
should  know  what  to  do.  Their  opinion  would 
have  great  weight  with  me. 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  entirely  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  in  regard  to  the  opinion  of 
the  directors.  I  would  like  to  know  their  opinion 
as  to  the  location,  whether  or  not  they  think 
it  is  proper  to  put  such  a  building  on  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres  some  distance  from  the  city.  1  certain- 
ly have  great  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  Direct- 
ors of  Public  Institutions.  I  do  not  doubt  their 
competency  and  I  desire  their  opinion.  As  the 
gentieman  from  Ward  17  said,  their  opinion  would 
have  great  weight  with  me. 

Alderman  Emery— t  supposed  that  we  had 
settled  the  question  of  location.  Certainly 
we  nave  talked  this  matter  over  in  the 
City  Council  sufficiently  long  to  come  to 
a  conclusion.  Furthermore,  if  you  will  put 
your  order  so  as  to  ask  the  directors  whether  they 
should  or  should  not  have  anything  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  location  of  a  Home  I'm  the  Poor,  I  raay 
vote  for  it.  I  am  aware  that  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions — I  have  it  from  good  authority 
—do  not  expect  to  be  consulted  as  to  where  it  should 
be  located,  but  think  they  ought  to  have  every 
thing  to  say  about  the  building.  If  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Bo  ton  are  not  competent  to  pass  upon  the 
question  of  location  without   consultation  with  a 


who  is.     I  she  11  vote  against  the  substitute. 
Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  see  how  any  gentle- 


twelve  hone-t  men  in  the  city  of  Boston,  it  seems 
to  me  we  have  them  in  that  board.  I  think  their 
opinion  should  be  respected,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  it  could  hurt  any  gentleman,  even  if  he 
does  live  in  South  Boston.  I  should  like  to  have 
their  opinion. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  see  no  objection  to 
getting  the  opiniou  if    any   member   wishes   it, 
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but  I  am  opposed  to  the  order  as  a  substitute,  as 
it  appears  to  be  a  measure  for  delay.  Pass  the 
order  I  have  offered  and  we  can  go  on  with  our 
work.  I  do  not  care  about  their  opinion ;  my 
mind  is  made  up ;  but  if  any  other  member  wants 
their  opinion  I  have  not  the  .slightest  objection  to 
his  fretting  it. 

Alderman  Peters— It  was  not  my  intention  to 
cause  delay  in  this  thing.  If  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
is  needed,  the  quicker  it  is  built  the  better.  But 
if  the  order  is  passed  as  a  substitute,  and  the 
other  passed  afterwards,  it  might  cause  the  archi- 
tects to  delay  i'l  sending  in  their  plans  until  the 
opinion  of  trie  dii  cto!  s  is  given.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  Board  I  will  withdraw  my  order. 

The  substitute  order  of  Alderman  Peters  was 
withdrawn. 

Alderman  Prescott— From  some  remarks  at  this 
Board  I  judge  that  some  language  of  mine  has  cre- 
ated a  false  impression.  I  have  been  charged 
with  saying  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  directors. 
I  did  not  so  intend,  and  if  I  did  say  so  I  withdraw 
it.  What  I  intended  to  say  was  that  if  the  plans 
submitted  were  the  best  that  they  could  bring,  I 
thought  that  delay  would  give  us  better  plans. 
So  far  as  not  having  confidence  in  the 
Board  of  Directors  is  concerned,  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  such  a  statement.  I  move 
to  amend  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  by  striking  out  the  word  "authorized" 
and  inserting  "instructed,"  in  order  that  we  may 
have  competition  in  procuring  new  plans.  This 
order  leaves  it  to  the  committee  to  say  whether 
we  shall  have  new  plans  or  not.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  improve  the  order  by  substituting 
the  word  "instructed"  for  "authorized." 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was 
adopted  and  the  order  of  Alderman  Worthington 
as  amended  was  passed. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  amended  the  order  I 
withdrew,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  if  it  is 
passed,  and  I  now  offer  it  in  the  following  form  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  City 
Council,  as  early  as  convenient,  their  opinion  as 
to  the  expediency  of  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
on  the  A"stin  farm,  so-called,  in  West  Boxbury. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  navs  0  (Alder- 
men Cutter  and  Stebbins  being  absent). 

FOUNTAIN  IN  INDEPENDENCE  SQUARE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  to 
place  a  fountain  on  Independence  square,  at  a  cost 
of  S4(Kio,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  order  should  lie 
on  the  table  until  Alderman  Cutter  was  present, 
as  he  had  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  order  was 
contemplated  when  the  square  was  laid  out,  but 


was  postponed  last  year  on  account  of  the  cost 
(siiOoO) ;  now  it  can  be  erected  for  S4000.  It  will  be 
the  only  fountain  in  South  Boston.  It  will  not  be 
completed  till  next  year,  when  he  hoped  there 
would  be  sufficient  water  to  supply  it.  In  reply 
to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters,  Alderman 
Power  stated  that  the  appropriation  was  put 
into  the  tax  levy  this  year.  This  amount  and 
$6000  for  stone  steps  on  the  square  were  the  only 
appropriations  made  this  year  for  the  public 
grounds  in  South  Boston.  He  was  always  loth  to 
ask  for  anything  for  South  I'.oston,  as  lie  resided 
in  that  section;  but  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  fountain  should  be  built,  and  any  ©ne 
who  has  been  to  the  square  must  have  seen  that 
the  place  is  admirably  adapted  for  such  an  or- 
nament. 
The  order  was  passed. 

PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings : 

Report  that  the  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Ward 
15,  corner  of  Centre  street  and  Houghton 
place,  is  completed  and  occupied  for  school 
purposes.  A  greater  number  of  rooms  are 
occupied  than  was  supposed  would  be  at 
the  opening  of  the  building.  The  building  being 
so  full  and  the  consequent  use  of  the  yard  so 
great,  the  committee  deem  it  expedient  to  grade 
and  pave  the  yard ;  also  build  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  to  the  same.  This  expenditure  was  not  con- 
templated at  the  time  the  annual  appropriation 
was  made  in  May;  hence  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  same.  The  committee  estimate  the 
cost  of  performing  the  work  as  enumerated  at 
forty-four  hundred  dollars,  and  thev  request  an 
additional  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  that  the  City  Stable  on  Polk  street, 
Charlestown,  is  no  longer  required  for  city  pur- 
poses. In  order  to  render  the  building  tenantable, 
a  large  expenditure  would  be  required  to  perfect 
the  drainage  ;  hence  they  deem  it  expedient  to  sell 
the  same,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the  stable 
belonging  to  the  city  situated  on  Polk  street, 
Charlestown,  there  being  no  further  use  for  the 
same ;  said  building  to  be  sold  to  be  removed  im- 
mediately, and  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  be  paid  the 
City  Treasurer. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

The  Board  took  a  recess  till  half-past  sevea 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  they  proceeded  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  chamber  'to  participate  in  a  joint 
convention  with  the  School  Committee.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  convention  the  Board,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  P.igelow,  adjourned  and  stood 
adjourned  till  next  Monday  at  4  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    10.    1874. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  following  reports  of  city  officers  came  down 
and  were  ordered  tube  placed  on  file:  Auditor's  Ex- 
hibits for  July  and  August.:  Ouarterly  Reports  of 
the  City  Clerk.  Superintendent  of  North  Scales, 
Overseer  of  the  PoorandCiU  Registrar;  Report  of 
Fires  and  Alarms  for  July:  Annual  Re  ports  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  Board  of  Health  and  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  following  paper-  wen-  referred,  in  concur- 
rence: Resignation  of  D.  D.  Kelly  as  Director  of 
East  Boston  Ferries— to  committee  on  the  ferries; 
communication  from  'I'm  .tees  of  Public  Library  on 
proposed  sale  of  adjoining  estate,  owned  by  J. 
Huntington  Wolcott.to  iheeity.foi  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary ;petitions  of  ('.('.(  obleign  rl «(/.,( ieorge  Saner, 
G.  W.  Skinner  et  or?.,  A.  T.  Stearns,  Ch?rles  P.  Bald- 
win et  al.,  Mary  \V.  Johnson;  John  C.  Pratt  et  al.; 
Officers  of  Alassachuscl  Is  Volunteer  Militia  in  this 
pity;  William  T.  Hart,  James  A.  Kemp,  and  D.  C. 
VI  ,'Rupp  H  al. ;  request  oi  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  for  an  additional  a|ipropriation  of 
S27.700.  for   the    Penuelt    Schoolhou-e  (City   Doc. 


edgestones  ana  paving  gutters  around  .Madison 
square — to  Committee  on  Finance:  request  of  the 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  S4200.  for  building  a  receiving 
tomb— to  Conin  ittee  on  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery;  coui- 
munication,  resolve  and  order  from  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  for  widening  North  Centre 
street  at  Hanover  street,  at  an  ai  judged  expense 
of  Sll.njo— to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets;  peti- 
tion of  John  Shepard  and  others,  that  a  suit.abl" 
place  be  set  apart  for  trials  oi  speed  of  horses, 
with  report  of  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Hoard 
of  Aldermen— to  Joint  Committee  on  <  irdi   ances. 

Report  in  reference  to  the  temporary  care  of  in- 
sane person::.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
on  Public  Buil  lines,  in  concurrence. 

Report  tb  ii  ii  is  in  ixpedient  to  convert  Charles- 
:own  snu  hi  lionds  into  bonds  of  the  denomination 
of  siniiii.    Accepted,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  cine- down  for  concurrence, 
and  the  orders  were  severally  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading:  Report  and  order  to  provide  accom- 
modations for  the  branch  of  the  Pul  lie  Library  in 
Ward  Hi;  ..r.iei    dire.  ;  ng   the   Superintendent   of 


Tre.ilon  and  1'rescott  st ts.  '.-,: 

for  an  exoenditure  of  not  exce< 
tional,  for  improvement  of  WasI 
dec  authorizing  certain  improyc: 


eecdil.e-  SKlUll;    order    a  11 1  1 101  l/.l  ng     el,iplo\ Ill     if 

necessary  assistance  for  care  of  building  30  Pem- 
berton  square. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Oveiseers  of 
Poor  to  inquire  who  now  constitute  the  trustees 
of  the  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,  who  should  now 


ild 


be  dis| 

Rcpi 

I  lilt  iel 

ol'hiii 


Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  (llobe  Publishing  Company  respecting 
the  award  of  the  official  reporting.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  bills  for  materials  fii'-nished 
to  the  city.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1, 
the  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  amended  by 
adding  the  words  "Hicks  &  Brown  $87,  Henry 
Poor  &  Son  SG8. 13,"  and  read  a  second  lime  and 
passed  as  amended.  Mr.  Pease  stated  that  the 
bills  were  contracted  in  good  faith  by  officers  who 
did  not  know  the  paities  were  members  of  the 
City  Government. 

The  following  papers  were  referred  in  concur- 
rence: Request  of  the  Committee  on  Public  build- 
ings for  an  additional  appropriation  of  S4400,  for 
grading  and  paving  the  yard  of  the  Lowell  School- 
house,  and  bulling  a  ilight  of  stone  stens  to  the 
same— to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  resolve  and 
order  from  Street  Commissioners  for  laying  out 
and  extending  East  Lenox  trcct  to  Harrison  ave- 
nue, at  an  adjudged  expense  of  ft30.318.!l5  (printed 
City  Document  No.  78.  1874),  and  communication 
from  Street  Commissioners,  with  a  resolve  and 
order  for  laying  out.  I  horndikc  >tieet  to  Harrison 
avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $48,117— to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Repoitthat  the  city  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
certain  funds  appropriated  by  the  town  of  West 
Roxbury  in  aid  if  the  Eliot  School.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  fountain  in  Independence  square,  at  not  exceed- 
ing S  ii)00.     Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  report  and  the  orders  pas:  ed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm  came  down  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  with 
instructions  tor  said  committee  to  procure  pro- 
posals for  erecting  a  Home  on  said  farm  in  ac- 
cordance with  plans  and  specifications  approved 
by  said  committee,  and  with  authority  to  report 
to  either  branch.  The  Couucil  concurred  in  the 
recommittal. 

Order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications 


for  a  Home 
Ordered  to  a 
Order  for  t 
to  comniunii 
on  the  exped 
Poor  on  the  i 
concurrence, 


for  the    Pi 


the  Austi 


far 


institutions 


TII1C    WIM-.MM;    "I    TIIKMONT    STREET. 


i    granite 
e  of  Bos- 

?  11. 118.3, 3d; 


■  in  relation  to  I  he  widening  of  Tie- 
taking  a.  part  ol  the  Common,  and 
■stion    should    be    decided    before 


liiNS  lllii.ll  CITY    OIFICERS. 
Fire  Commissioners— Report  of  fires  and  alarms 


for  Angus 
By   Mr.  1 


tin  r.KKF.n 


SEPTEMBER       10,       1874 


512 


ADDITIONAL  CLERK  HIRE. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters 
be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
S500  tor  such  clerical  services  as  they  may  require 
during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year;  said 
sum  to  he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Registration  of  Voters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  the  rule  was  suspended, 
the  order  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  FLATS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  "Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Harbor  confer  with  the  joint 
special  committee  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  South  Boston  Hats,  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  what  action,  if  any,  on 
the  part  of  the  city,  is  desirable  in  reference 
thereto. 
Read  twice  and 


NUISANCE  IX  WARD  16. 

Mr.  Perki  s  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 

directed  to  fill  up  the  hole  at  the  corner  of  Boston 


and  Hamlet  streets,  Ward  16,  the  same  being  full 
of  water, and  constituting  a  nuisance  dangerous 
to  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  have  endeavored  to  have  this 
accomplished  bv  the  heads  of  departments  here, 
but  thus  far  have  faded.    There  is  a  hole  full  of 

freen  water,  slimy  and  obnoxious  to  all  the  resi- 
ents  in  that  vicinity.  The  city  of  Boston  required 
the  abutters  there  to  fill  up  their  portion,  which 
they  have  done,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
city  should  not  do  the  same.  I  have  offered  this 
order  after  consultation  with  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  special 
assignment  for  8x/2  o'clock,  viz.,  resolve  and  or- 
der for  taking  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm 
Pond  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  city  (City 
Doc.  No.  17)  were  laid  on  the  table,  Mr.  Pease 
stating  that  the  City  Engineer  would  not  be  able 
to  report  on  the  union  of  "the  Mystic  and  Cochitu- 
ate  water  supplies  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    14,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police— Page  Moore,  Dudley- street  Bap- 
tist Church  and  its  vicinity;  F.  G.  R.  Leiman. 
Fitehburg  Railroad  Station  and  bridges  in  its 
vicinity . 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  anil  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  William  C.  Strong,  for  leave  to  en- 
large a  wooden  buildup  mi  Kei.rick  street,  Ward 
19. 

Getchell  oc  Eldridge,  for  leave,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fere  Department.  Joseph 
P.  French  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  the  re- 
building of  the  barrel  factory  owned  by  L.  H. 
Dwelly  of  Foxcraft,  Me.,  and  occupied  by  G-eorge 
&  Proctor,  on  Second  street,  near  K  street,  which 
was  burned  on  the  5th  inst. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Phinehas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  to  build  a 
stable  for  four  horses  rear  of  42  Marcella  street, 
Highlands. 

S.  &  A.  R.  Whittier,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  cel- 
lar below  grade  12  for  storage  purposes  at  3-7 
Randolph,  in  a  private  way  owned  by  them. 

Mt.  Washington  Brewery  Company,  for  leave  to 
move  and  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  twelve 
horse-  an  Eighth  street,  300  feet  west. 

Joseph  W.  Robinson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Bremen  street. 

A.  J.  Houghton  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
brick  stable  for  four  horses  on  Hallock  street 
(Brewery  estate). 

William  C.  Strong,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twenty  horses  on  Kenrick  street,  AVard 
19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Otis 
Clapp  et  al,  for  the  use  of  wardrooms  in  Wards 
20,  21  ami  22,  and  other  parts  of  the  city  for  meet- 
ings of  citizens. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  F.H.Welling- 
ton, for  leave  to  run  an  omnibus  from  the  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  depot  through  Federal,  Kneeiaiid, 
Lincoln,  beach,  Albany,  Idiot,  Pleasant  and  Boyl- 
ston  streets  to  Dartmouth  street. 

N.  R.  brown,  agent,  for  leave  to  give  a  conjur- 
ing exhibition  at  Music  Hall  by  Sign  or  Gomez,  a 
resident  of  Boston. 

Harwood  &  Hackett,  et  al,  hack  drivers  and 
livery  stable  keepers,  that  the  licenses  to  venders 
of  fruit  on  the  streei  comers  be  revoked,  as  they 
obstruct  public  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  N.  Meriam 
et  al.,  that  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19,  be  macada- 
mized. 

Life  Baldwin  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Washington  street,  near  Cam- 
bridge street. 

Arthur  W.  Tufts  et  al.,  that  the  new  street  east 
of  Washington  park  lie  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Edward  Lawrrence  et  al.,  that  Warren  avenue, 
in  Charlestown,  from  City  Square  to  Warren 
bridge,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

F.  H.  Underwood  et  al.,  that  edgestones  and 
sidewalks  be  laid  on  portions  of  ~L  and  Sixth 
streets,  near  the  Gaston  Schoolhouse. 

Edward  McGuinness  et  at.,  that  edgestones  be 
reset  and  the  gutters  rt  paved  from  Lexington  to 
Trenton  street. 

Marcus  Griner  et  al.,  that  Boylston  street,  Ward 
17,  be  repaved  and  put  in  order. 

Charles  Wr.  Wilder  et  at.,  that  Washington  street 
be  paved  with  wood  or  granite  blocks  from  New- 
ton street  to  Chester  square. 

A.  C.  Paige  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street  be  macada- 
mized from"  I  to  K  street. 

Charles  P.  Barry  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  portions  of  Regent  and  Akron  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Jacob  P.  Power 
et  al.,  that  H  street  from  Fourth  to  Seventh 
streets  be  lighted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  rescind  license  granted  to  F.  J.  &  S. 
L.  Ward,  to  remove  gravel  and  ballast  adjacent  to 
their  wharf  at  Spectacle  Island,    l'assed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  sell 


the  city  stables  on  Polk   street,  Charlestown;  the 
proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury.  " 


COMMON  COUNCIL  : 

Petitions  of  J.  G-.  Whitney  et  al.,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  Henry  Ham- 
mond, to  Committee  on  Lamps,  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  August,  1874. 
Placed  on  file. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  ot  an  act  to  authorize 
the  payment  of  certain  bills  for  materials  fur- 
nished'to  the  city,  came  from  the  Common  Council 
amended  by  the  addition  of  Micks  &  brown.  $87; 
Henry  Poor  &  Son,  §68.13.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  allow  the  registrars  of  voters  a  sum  not 
exceeding  scon  for  clerical  services  during  the  re- 
mainder ol  the  municipal  year. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  rise  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  order,  which  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Common  Council  by  a  member 
and  passed  without  any  explanation.  When  the 
matter  establishing  a  Board  of  Registration  of 
Voters  was  before  us,  it  was  represented  that  they 
would  do  their  own  clerical  work.  I  do  not  desire 
to  make  any  motion,  but  I  would  like  some  in- 
formation, if  any  member  is  able  to  give  it. 

Alderman  Hall— When  that  matter  was  before 
us  it  was  understood  that  the  board  would  do 
their  own  work, but  it  was  also  clearly  understood 
that  they  were  to  employ  persons  in  the  different 
wards  just  before  the  lists  were  made  up.  f  under- 
stand that  the  amount  named  in  this  order  will 
not  exceed  the  amount  intended  to  be  used  in 
paying  the  men  employed  in  the  several  wards; 
that  it  will,  in  fact,  be  less,  and  enable  the  regis- 
trars to  get  along  without  some  of  those  assist- 
ants.   I  therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Power— Although  ii  appears  on  the 
face  of  this  order  that  it  will  add  to  the  cost  of 
the  registration  of  voters,  when  the  facts  are 
clearly  understood  they  will  show  that  the  ex- 
pense will  be  reduced  by  the  pa -sage  of  this  or- 
der. In  the  ordinance  establishing  the  registrars 
it  was  provided  that  they  could  employ  assistants 
in  each  of  the  wauls  for  "a  certain  number  of  days 
previous  to  election,  by  appropriating  this  $500 
for  extra  clerical  hire  in  their  office,  it  will  enable 
the  registrars  to  reduce  the  number  of  assistants 
in  the  'different  wards.  They  want  assistance  in 
the  office  more  at  this  time  than  in  many  of  the 
wards. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  the  Harbor  to  confer 
with  Committee  of  Legislature  on  improvement 
of  South  Boston  Flats  and  report  what  action  is 
desirable  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  in  rela- 
tion thereto.    Passed. 

Order  for   Superintendent  of   Streets  to  fill  up 


Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  A.  R. 
Whittier  to  erect  a  building  on  Randolph  street, 
as  set  forth  in  said  order.    The  order  was  passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  H.  Allen,  Superintendent  of 

Lamps,  was  presented  duly   certified,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  accepting  the  locations  granted 
by  this  Board  on  the  18th  of  August,  1874.  *  Placed 
on  file. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  requests  tor  additional 
appropriations  from  the  committees  on  Public  In- 
struct ion,  Public  buildings,  and  Common  and 
Public  Grounds— Report  that,  for  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  several  documents,  the  additional 
appropriations  ought  to  be  granted,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appiopi  iation  for  the  Bennett 
Grammar  Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  .S-'V,7U0;  Gram- 
mar Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  $4,4uo;  Cottage  place 
Schoolhouse  site,  $2000;  Common  etc.,  $700. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Pin  lie  buildings — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  $27,000, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  already  authorized,  for 
the  Bennett  Grammar  Sehoolhome,  Brighton,  the 
same  being  required  to  meet  the  bills  unpaid  on 
the  buildings,  also  to  complete  and  furnish  the 
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same;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse, 
Brighton. 

Ordered,  The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  lour  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amount 
already  authorized  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  in 
"Ward  15,  the  same  being  required  to  grade  and 
pave  the  yard,  also  to  complete  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  for  the  same ;  the  expense  to  be"  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  new  grammar  school- 
house.  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorizad  to  provide  additional  shed  and 
store  room  at  the  south  anO  west  city  stables  for 
the  Health  Department,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollar.-;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appiopriation  already  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  Nepoiwt  Bridge  be  closed  to 
public  travel  on  Monday  next,  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber-ami remain  closed  until  the  repairs  to  be  made 
thereon  are  completed. 

In  replv  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Hall,  Alder- 
man ('utter  said  he  could  not  give  the  exact  time 
the  bridge  would  be  closed.  It  generally  takes 
about  three  days,  and  it  would  probably  be  inside 
of  a  week. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing— 

Ordered.  That  the  Beard  establish  the  grade  of 
Koeklani'  street  between  Washington  street  and 
Dedham  line.  Ward  17.  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 
profile  drawn  l.iv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Sept. 
1 ,  1874,  and  deposted  in  the  office  of  the  City  Sur- 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Thornley  street,  between  Pleasant  street  and  Dor- 
chester avenue.  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 
profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Sept.  5, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  tlie  office  of  said  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
East  Lenox  street,  between  Washington  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  (  ity  Surveyor,  dated  .Match  27, 1874, 
and  deposited    in  the  office  of   saiil  City  Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 


New  England  Railroad,  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving.  Esti- 
mated cost,  §4200. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  the 
space  outside  the  railroad  tracks  on  Fourth  street 
between  N  and  P. streets.  Estimated  eost,  §10,000. 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Rockland  slice!,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  the  Dedham  line,  Ward  17,  ac- 
cording to  the  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
§1200. 

and  passed. 

iw,  for   the    Committee  on 
allows: 
■ted— Orrin  Ray,  36  Friend 


ransfers). 
d—  W.  E.Higgins.to 
all,  Sept.  23. 
;icles  Licensed— Ed- 
ivenue. 
-Theodore  Twickler, 


Severallj  res 
By   Alderma 

license.-.   I;.   ; 

Wagon  l.i.  .-n   .      :,,-:,, 
street ;  George  Cleaves 

AmusementLicenses 
exhibit  panorama  at  AY 

Dealer  in  Second-ha 
ward  Gallagher.  632  Ha 

Billiard  License   Rei 
80!)  Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Eleven  newsboys 
and  one  bootblack. 

Billiard  License  Refused— George  11.  Walcott, 
City  Point,  foot  of  Fourth  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— A.  M.  Ross,  23 
Pemberton  square. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Refused— William  Hurley, 
10 Hudson  street;  Walton  &  McGninis,  12  Harvard 
street;  George  H.  Walcott,  City  Point,  foot  of 
Fourth  street. 

Victuallers'  License -i  Ucfnsed  -  Robert  C.  Dority, 
1597%  Washington  street;  Henry  Byam,  124  Pleas- 
ant street. 

License  to  keel licence  Oilice  Granted  — M. 


Seve 


,v,  for   the    Committee  on 
the  Board— Report  in  fa- 


Pynchon  streets,  at  his  own  expense  and  under 


the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers- 
Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
common  sewers  as  follows:  In  Sawyer  street,  at 
the  junction  of  Lenox  street;  in  Centre  street,  be- 
tween Pynchon  and  Highland  streets;  and  in 
Highland  street,  between  Centre  and  Vale  streets; 
and  of  extending  the  common  sewer  from  Dor- 
chester avenue,  opposite  Commercial  street,  in  an 
easterly  direction.  All  parties  interested  may  at 
that  time  be  heard. 

Severally  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  build  sewers  as  follows  :  In  Marcella  street,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Highland  streets;  in  Sixth 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $166.71  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  W.  H.  Bordman  for  a  sewer  in 
Tudor  street,  and  the  same  assessed  as  follows: 
F.  O.  Prince  and  George  S.  Gushing,  trustees  of 
Mrs.  Otis,  §108.01;  Patrick  Grant  and  C.  William 
Loring,  trustees  of  Mrs.  Rice,  §46.68;  J.  D.  Bates, 
§11.12. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Em^ry,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands— Re  orts  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  Mary  W.  Johnson  for 
leave  to  surrender  land  to  the  city,  and  Charles  P. 
Baldwin  et  at.  for  modification  of  conditions  at- 
tached to  deeds  for  wharves  on  South  Bay.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  T.  Hart,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the 
lot  of  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  near  Plympton 
street,  as  deeded  by  the  city  to  William  T.  Hart, 
Jan.  1,  1872,  be  extended  to  Sept.  1,  1875,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  the  sum  oi  S200  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

By  Alderman  Woithington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board — 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Charles  T.  Lingham,  rear  Centre  street,  near  Per- 
kins street,  Ward  15 ;  C.  H.  B.  Breek,  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Gak  square,  Ward  19;  Whittier 
Machine  Co.,  Culvert  and  Hampshire  streets;  M. 
Drinan  &  Co.,  Langdon,  comer  George  street; 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  on  line  of  Allen 
street.  Also  report  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  Stephen  II.  Tarbell  to  construct  a  cellar 
below  grade  at  12  at  50-52  Hudson  street,  for 
storage,  provided  said  cellar  shall  be  boxed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Health..  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  was  ordeied  by  this  Board  that  the 
sum  of  §2500  be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Sewers  for  tnat  department's  expense 
of  dredging  the  Roxbury  Canal,  in  1872;  and 

Whereas,  The  actual  expense  which  was  voted 
and  drawn  for  by  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and 
paid  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  was  §2550:  there- 
Ordered,  That  said  payment  of  §'-550,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
proved bv  this  Board. 

Alderman  Hall  desired  an  explanation  of  the 
order,  and  Alderman  Power  said  the  mistake  was 
owing  to  a  clerical  error  in  the  d-awing  of  the  or- 
der, which  was  passed  for  §2500,  when  it  should 
have  been  §2550,  as  that  amount  was  voted  by  the 
committee.  The  expense  was  incurred  in  dredg- 
ing the  old  Roxbury  Canal,  which  has  to  be  done 
every  four  or  five  years  on  account  of  the  sewers 
which  empty  into  it. 

The  order'was  read  twice  aid  passed. 


Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  Directors  foi  Public  Institu- 
tions : 

Sept.  12,  1874. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hoard  of  Directors  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions,  held  this  day,  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  reauestine;   thii    board   to  eommuni- 

pedieney  of  building  a  Eomeforthe  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  so  called,  in  Ward  17,  was  duly  con- 
sidered.   In  reply,  I  am   aulhorized    to   state  that 
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in  the  opinion  of  the  board   it  is  inexpedient  to 
erect  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm. 
Respectfully, 

J .  P.  Bkadlee  President. 
Alderman  Power— I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  that  communication.  In  the 
first  place,  which  I  deem  the  most  important,  I  do 
not  tnink  that  is  in  any  way  a  fair  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Board' of  Director-  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, and  1  do  not  think  it  should  be  soconisd- 
ered.  When  the  proper  time  comes,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Home  for  the  Poor  is  before  us  again,  1 
propose  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  subject.  But 
at  present  I  will  only  say  that  two  of  the  directors 
were  absent  from  tli at  meeting,  and  one  was  pres- 
ent who  was  in  favor,  as  he  said,  of  the  Austin 
farm,  but  was  not  prepared  to  vote  that  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  place  the  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
that  farm,  because  he  had  understood  that  a  com- 
mittee from  this  Government  had  mutilated  the 
original  plans,  and  until  he  knew  what  plan  had 
been  adopted  he  thought  it  inexpedient  to  place 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  The 
same  member  said  he  had  been  and  would  be  in 
favor  of  putting  it  on  the  Winthrop  farm,  but 
would  vote  for  the  Austin  farm,  provided  the 
plans  met  his  approval.  Another  gentleman  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  that  it  was  expedient  to  put 
it  on  the  Austin  farm,  for  he  did  not  know 
much  about  the  place,  and  I  suppose  this 
Board  will  agree  with  him  from  the  fact  that 
he  thought  we  would  have  to  drive  piles 
upon  the  ground;  therefore  he  voted  that  it 
was  not  expedient.  That,  together  with  the 
fact  that  two  members  of  the  Board  were 
absent,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  convince  that  this 
is  not  a  true  expression  of  the  views  of  the  direct- 
ors. A  proposition  was  made  at  that  meeting  to 
vote  to  recommend  the  'Winthrop  farm,  but  we 
could  not  get  a  vote  on  it,  some  members  being- 
absent  and  some  refusing  to  vote  ao  all.  That  is 
all  I  propose  to  say  now,  but  when  this  matter 
comes  before  this  Board  again  1  propose  to  give  a 
lull  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  directors  at 
which  this  communication  was  drawn  up. 

Alderman  Peters — When  we  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  a  board  of  which  we  have  asked 
a  question,  I  hardly  think  we  should  expect  a 
criticism  of  that  answer  from  one  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  board.  As  I  understand  that  meeting, 
ten  out  of  twelve  directors  were  present,  and  the 
vote  stood  seven  to  thiee.twoof  the  latter  being 
from  South  Boston,  and  after  the  vote  was  taken 
the  other  member  desired  to  change  his  vote,  but 
was  not  allowed  to  do  so.  they  thinking  it  best 
not  to  change  the  record.  I  think  we  are  as  far 
as  ever  from  the  facts.  I  do  not  deem  that  a  fair 
expression  of  opinion.  I  move  that  the  com- 
munication be  recommitted  to  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  with  directions  to  state  their 
objections  in  detail  to  the  Austin  Farm  as  a  site 
for  a  Home.for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  to  amend,  that  they 
be  requested  to  recommend  a  place  as  a  site  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,  with  their  reasons  therefor. 
Alderman  Peters— I  accept  the  amendment. 
Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  the  better  way 
perhaps,  to  reach  the  information  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  17  desires  will  lie  to  place  tlr's 
communication  on  file,  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  and  then  pass  an  order  re- 
questing the  directors  to  furnish  the  City  Council 
with  information  as  to  which  site  they  consider 
best  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  It  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  discourteous '  to  refer  back  to  the 
directors  a  communication  in  answer  to  a  direct 
question.  I  should  feel  so  if  I  was  a  member  of 
that  board.  I  think  the  better  plan  would  be  to 
refer  the  communication  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions,  and  then  introduce  an  order 
of  inquiry  for  the  opinion  of  the  directors  as  to 
the  best  site. 

Alderman  Peters — So"  far  as  I  am  conversant 
with  the  facts,  the  Board  of  Directors  would  pre- 
fer the  recommittal.  I  think  a  majority  of  them 
would  prefer  to  have  up  do  so.  It  was'  a  direct  ques- 
tion, and  they  did  not  feel  authorized  to  give  their 
opinion  in  detail.  I  do  not  think  they  will  chink 
it  is  discourteous. 

Alderman  Power — In  reply  to  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  17  said,  I  will  say  I  do  not  know 
of  any  member  of  that  board  who  desired  to 
change  his  vote  and  I  did  not  hear  any  member 
express  such  a  desire. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion by  referring  the  communication  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  and  it  no  one  else 
will  introduce  the  order  of  inquiry,  I  will. 


Alderman  Cutter— We  asked  a  direct  question, 
and  have  got  a  square  answer,  and  why  do  you 
want  to  send  it  to  one  of  our  committees?  No 
member  of  the  directors  has  put  in  a  minority  re- 
port, and  we  must  take  that  as  their  unanimous 
judgment  that  the  Austin  farm  is  an  unfit  place 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  whole  matter  is  al- 
ready before  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. If  this  communication  comes  before  them 
as  the  opinion  of  the  directors  that  the  Austin 
farm  is  not  a  proper  place  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  it  will  perhaps  have  some  weight  with  that 
committee,  who  may  report  against  it.  If  the 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  are  opposed  to  the 
Austin  farm  as  a  site  for  the  Home  for  the  Poor, 
I  will  uot  vote  for  it. 

Al  errnan  Emery— I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  is  in  the  right,  as  to  the  proper  disposi- 
tion to  make  of  this  answer  to  the  interrogatory 
of  the  City  Council,  If  gentlemen  wish  the  direc- 
tors to  select  a  site,  they  can  put  in  an  order  ask- 
ing them  to  give  us  their  reasons.  Furthermore, 
if  it  is  recommitted  to  the  directors  to  state  their 
reasons,  such  a  statement  may  be  very  difficult  to 
give.  One  member  may  oppose  it  for 'one  reason, 
and  another  for  another  reason.  There  may  be  a 
great  variety  of  reasons.  I  certainly  think  the 
proper  course  will  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  and  if  we  desire  the  opinion 
of  the  directors  at  length,  let  us  ask  for  it  by  a 
separate  order. 

Alderman  Peters -It  was  out  of  deference  to  the 
dissenting  members  of  the  directors  that  I  took 
the  course  1  did.  If  we  refer  it  back  to  them  it 
allows  them  to  make  a  minority  report.  The  City 
Council  now  has  a  report  which,  when  placed  on 
file,  will  appear  to  be  unanimous.  By  referring  it 
back,  we  give  the  minority  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard,  while  it  seems  to  me  that  we  move  the 

Erevious  question  on  them,  so  to  speak,  if  we  re- 
er  it  to  another  committee. 

Alderman  Power— I  thought  it  was  clearly  un- 
derstood why  that  report  should  not  be.  considered 
unanimous.  The  reply  was  called  for  as  soon  as 
possible  from  the  directors,  and  it  was  sent  back 
as  soon  as  possible.  Certain  directors  voted  as 
they  did  because  they  were  not  prepared  to  vote 
as  their  preferences  lay  for  a  site  for  a  Home  for 
the  Poor.  The  directors  could  not  agree  upon  a 
site,  and  I  think  that  report  was  sent  in  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  more  time.  As  I  said  before, 
when  this  matter  comes  before  this  Board  in 
proper  form,  I  propose  to  state  precisely  how  this 
answer  was  got  up,  and  give  precisely  the  doings 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Alderman  Hall— Inasmuch  as  it  would  be  bette>' 
to  have  a  positive  statement  from  each  of  the 
twelve  directors  than  to  have  one  statement  from 
one  member  alone,  L  shall  favor  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  17.  Then  each  member 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  place  himse'f  upon 
record,  and  will  not  need  to  have  one  member  ex- 
plain the  opinion  of  the  whole  board. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  objection  to  the  re- 
committal to  the  directors,  and  I  do  not  desire  to 
make  any  statement  here  until  members  have  the 
opportunity  that  they  ought  to  have  to  become 
conversant  with  the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  may  be  very  good  for 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  'state  what 
they  would  like  to  have  done.  I  suppose  it  is  to 
be  inferred  that  some  of  the  <  irectors  were  ab- 
sent, and  when  the  board  met  they  took  up  the 
business  before  them.  If  members  have  not  in- 
terest enough  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  put  in  minority  reports,  they 
should  sutler  the  consequences,  not  we.  The  gen- 
tlemen have  had  time  to  prepare  a  minority  or 
dissenting  report,  if  they  had  seen  fit;  we  have 
nothing  but  a  majority  report,  which,  as  it  stands, 
reflects  the  opinions  o'i  the  entire  Board  of  Direct- 
ors. I  do  not  believe  in  sending  it  back,  for  I 
think  it  would  lie  discourteous. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  this  report  will  be  sent 
back.  One  of  the  directors  is  in  Eui  ope,  and  an- 
other was  out  of  town,  and  they  will  soon  return 
and  we  shall  have  a  vote  of  the  whole  board.  In- 
asmuch as  one  member  of  that  board  proposes  to 
five  this  Board  the  reasons  of  each  of  the  others, 
should  prefer  to  have  it  recommitted,  that  each 
member  may  give  his  own  reasons. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  here  is  a 
direct  answer  to  a  question  from  this  Board,  and 
I  cannot  see  why  we  should  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  who  will  all  know 
what  the  answer  is.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  accept  the  report,  and  then  if  any  gen- 
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tleman  desires  further  information  he  can  intro- 
duce another  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  being  a  joint  committees 
it  is  due  to  the  Common  Council  thai  thisieport 
should  reach  them  before  it  is  recommitted. 

Alderman  Peters — The  report  will  go  to  the 
Council,  of  course,  and  they  will  have  to  concur 
in  our  action  before  it  can  go  back  to  the  di- 
rectors. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  recommittal  will  cut 
them  off.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  should 
lie  laid  before  both  branches. 

The  Chaii  man— The  report  will  go  to  the  Coun- 
cil for  concurrent  action. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  Aldemian  Stebbins's  mo- 
tion to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions and  it  was  lost— 5  for,  6  against.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  on  Alderman  Peters's  motion. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  nope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  That  is  certainly  as  good  a  report  as  I 
want,  and  why  not  let  it  go  to  the  other  branch? 
It  is  a  square  answer  to  a  direct  question  asked  by 
.the  City  Council.  Why  not  let  it  goto  the  other 
branch  as  it  is?  They  say  it  is  an  unsuitable 
place. 

Alderman  Peters — I  think  the  gentleman  who 
last  spoke  is  laboring  under  a.  delusion,  or  else  I 
am  under  a  delusion  as  to  his  position.  If  this 
recommittal  is  made,  the  report  goes   to  the  Corn- 


goes  back  to  the  directors  the  two  branches  will 
have  to  concur. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that;  and  the 
gentleman  can  ask  the  opinion  of  the  directors  if 
he  likes  to ;  he  can  ask  them  any  question  he 
chooses.  But  this  question  has  been  answered, 
and  if  this  Board  desires  more  answers  let  them 
ask  for  them  by  separate  orders. 

Alderman  Power— The  Board  of  Diiecters  do 
not  say  the  Austin  farm  is  an  unsuitable  place. 
They  simply  say  it  is  inexpedient  to  build  there. 
The  board  think  there  are  other  places  where  it 
would  be  more  for  the  city's  interest  to  put  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  Some  of  them  are  in  favor  of 
its  remaining  on  Gallop's  Island. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  the  gentleman  prefers  un- 
suitable to  unfit,  all  right;  they  mean  the  same 
thing. 

Alderman  Peters — I  did  not  make  this  motion, 
nor  the  one  at  the  last  session,  to  cause  delay.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  members  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rec.orsof  Public  Institutions,  who  have  devoted 
their  whole  lives  to  tins  :  ubjeet,  could  give  a  bet- 
ter opinion  as  to  the  location  than  we.  When  I 
made  the  first  motion  I  supposed  they  would  re- 
port more  at  length.  They  misunderstood  t^ie 
order  if  they  supposed  it  meant  such  a  brief  re- 
port as  the  one  we  have  received.  For  that  reason 
I  made  the  motion  I  have  today.  I  should  like  to 
get  from  the  Board  of  Directors  an  opinion  by 
which  we  could  learn  something. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  one  reason  why  I 
think  we  should  send  it  back  to  them.  I  tried  to 
get  them  to  put  into  the  report  a  recommendation 
of  some  place.  But  I  do  not  believe  you  can  get 
them  to  recommend  one.  If  you  get  them  to  do  so 
it  will  be  more  than  one  member  of  that  board 
could  get  them  to  do. 

Alderman  (.'utter— What  is  the  use  of  sending  it 
hack  to  them?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  inti- 
mates that  he  has  no  confidence    in  their  opinion. 

Alderman  W  jrthington— I  hope  it  will  be  sent 
back  to  them.  We  all  knew  they  were  opposed  to 
building  this  institution  on  the  Austin  farm.  They 
have  put  it  to  vote,  and  a  majority  have  so  voted, 
and  they  want  this  to  be  received  as  their  opinion. 
We  are 'entitled  to  reasons  for  it.  Any  man  of 
common  sense  will  see  that  we  want  their  leasons, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  get  them.  Let  us  give  the 
minority  an  opportunity  to  report  and  learn  how 
the  Board  of  Directors  stand.  This  is  certainly 
not  a  satisfactory  answer  to  me. 

Alderman  Peters— Another  reason  for  recom- 
mittal is  that  the  Alderman  presenting  the  re- 
port says  it  is  not  a  fair  expression  of  the' opinion 
of   that   board,    but   an     answer   of   a   majority 


ors,  and  should  not.  be  considered.  It  should  not 
be  considered  as  the  report  of  the  majority 
simply. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  was  adopted— 
6  for,  5  against,— ami  the  report  was  recommitted 
to  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  with  direc- 
tions to  state  their  objections  in  detail  to  the 
Austin   farm   as   a   site  for   a  Home  for  the  Poor, 


GKAMJ1AR    SClllloLIIorSE   ON  ROXBURY    AND  KING 
STREETS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twer>ty- 
six  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  an  order 
passed  July  20, 1874,  for  the  purchase'of  land  on 
the  corner  of  Roxhury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site 
for  a  primary-school  house,  the  Committee  on 
Public.  Instruction  be  authorized  to  expend  a  fur- 
ther sum,  not  exceeding   two  thousand  dollars. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  an  explanation  of  this 
order,  and  Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Commitiee 
on  Public  Instruction  bad  fully  reported  on  the 
subject  some  tune  ago,  the  Committee  on  Finance 
had  recommended  the  extra  appropriation,  and 
the  order  therefor  had  been  passed.  This  order 
was  to  obtain  permission  to  spend  the  money. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 


Alderman  lianis  oil'ered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  re- 
quested to  procure  and  submit  to  the  City  Council 
plans  and  estimates  for  raising  the  grade  of 
Prison  Point  Bridge  and  the  approaches  thereto, 
so  as  to  cross  the  tracks  of  the  Fitchbiug,  Boston 
&  Maine,  Eastern,  and  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad 
by  bridges;  and  also  to  report  whether  any  addi- 
tional legislation  is  necessary  m  provide  for  the 
assessment  of  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  said  grade  upon  the  several  rail- 
road companies    benefited    thereby,  the  expense 


of    procuring    the    plans    and    estimates    to    be 
app 
Aliievnian  Sicbbins  — 1  -  i,  contemplated  to  have 


charged t 


ojii  ial'i 


for 


idgis. 


unity  of  action  between  this  city  and  Cambridge  in 
this  matter?  One  of  these  railroads  lies  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  Cambridge  and  certainly  if 
we  are  benefited  they  will  be. 
Alderman  Harris— I  conferred  with  the  engi- 
eer,  and  he  said  he  was  willing  to  make  a.  rough 


mates,  there  will  be  no  expense  in  ascertaining 
what,  this  new  road  will  cost.  It  would,  of  course, 
be  desirable  for  Cambridge  to  join  in  the  matter, 
but  until  we  can  investigate  the  subject  more 
thoroughly,  I  no  not  believe  it  necessary  to  allude 
to  Cambridge. 

Alderman  Sicbbins— Jl.v  inquiry  did  not  lead  to 
the  immediate  cost  of  preparing  plans  so  much  as 
to  assessing  betterments.  The  order  does  not 
pr,  pose  to  have  any  portion  of  the  assessments 
made  by  Cambridge.  The  track  of  the  Lowell 
Railroad  in  that  vicinity  is  almost  entirely  in  the 
city  of  Cambridge,  1  think.  If  the  order  can  be 
amended  so  as  to  include  Cambridge,  I  shall  have 
no  objection  to  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  never  heard  of  that  order 
before,  and  I  should  suppose  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  as  the  ex- 
pense has  to  conic  from  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges,  it  is  but  fair  that  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  should  act  up  an  the  order.  I  therefore 
move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  that  commit- 
tee. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

ORDER  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman   Worthington,  for  the   Committee  on 

Streets,  submitted  an  order  giving  notice  to  John 
C.  O'Callanan,  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clapp  and  A.  1'.  Wheclock,  and  all  others  interest- 
ed, to  remove  obstructions  projecting  on  the  line 
of  Columbia  street  (as  laid  out  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners) on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  ensuing. 
The  order  was  passed. 

TRAPS  FOR  WATER  CONDUCTORS. 

Alderman  Worthington  oil'ered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Sewers  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  eaily  as  practicable  upon  the 
expediency  of  requiring  traps  to  be  provided  in 
the  connections  between  water  conductors  and 
sewers,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  foul  ail- 
through  said  conductors. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    17,    1874. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Remonstrance  of  J.  B.  French  e£a£.,and  peti- 
tions of  OtisClapp  et  at.,  W.  C.  Strong,  and  Getch- 
ell  &  Eldredge.  Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

Reports  recommending leave  to  w  itlidraw  on  pe- 
titions of  Mary  W.  Johnson, for  leave  to  surrender 
to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  Newbury  street,  and  of 
Edward  P.  Baldwin  et  al.,  for  a  modification  of  the 
conditions  attached  to  deeds  of  wharves  on  the 
South  Bay.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  extend  time  to  Sept  1,  1875, 
for  William  T.  Hart  to  build  on  land  on  Harrison 
avenue,  near  Plympton  street.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  sale  by  auc- 
tion of  the  stable  belonging  to  the  city  on  Polk 
street,  Charlestown.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  additional  shed  and  store 
room  to  be  provided  at  the  South  and  West  city 
stables  for  the  Health  Department,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  §10,000.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
Report  and  order  authorizing  transfers  from  the 
Reserved  Fund,  as  follows:  Bennett  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  s27,7O0;  grammar  school- 
house,  Ward  15.  Slion ;  Cottage-place  schoolhouse 
site,  #2000;  Common,  etc.,  §700. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— I  do  not  rise,  sir,  to  op- 
pose this  order  for  these  transfers,  but  I  really 
think  that,  so  long  as  we  are  the  custodians  of  the 
citv's  money,  it  is  but  fair  that  we  should  have  an 
explanation  ot  what  the>e  amounts  are  for.  I  re- 
fer particularly  to  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse,  in 
Brighton.  Coming  through  so  many  hands,  it  may 
be  all  right,  but  I  do  not  understand  it.  H  the 
work  was  begun  out  ttiere  as  it  is  in  other  parts 
of  the  city,  with  regular  plans  and  a  contract, 
that  additional  appropriation  of  S27,a00  is  some- 
thing out  of  the  way  and  extraordinary,  it  seems 
to  me,  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
should  make  some  explanation  of  it.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  complaint  among  taxpayers  of  the 
immense  cost  of  our  public  buildings,  particularly 
our  schoolhouses,  and  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
look  this  matter  squarely  in  the  face  and  see 
whether  there  cannot  be  some  lessening  of  that 
expense.  I  had  occasion  to  look  over  a  few  figures 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  public  schoolhouses 
we  have  erected  in  a  year  and  a  half.  I  find  that 
the  Centre-street  School,  located  on  the  road  to 
Jamaica  Plain,  near  a  crossing  of  the  Providence 
Railroad,  cost,  aside  from  the  land,  §144,000 — and 
that  for  a  house  for  which  I  am  told  there  are  not 
children  enough  to  fill  it,  and  where  the  Street 
Commissioners  say  we  have  got  to  layout  an  extra 
street  to  render  that  schoolhouse  available.  I 
find  that  an  engine  house  at  Brighton,  with- 
out any  land  at  all,  cost  §50,000  that  the 
Dudley  School  in  Roxbury,  aside  from  the 
land,  cost  $138,000;  and  we  are  now  building 
a  schoolhouse  on  Quincy  street,  in  Ward  14  or  lo, 
for  850,000,  aside  from  the  land  .Now,  sir,  it  does 
strike  me  that  all  these  appropriations  for  pub- 
lic buildings  are  very  large.  But  I  merely  rise  to 
ask  this  Council  to  stop  and  consider  whether  it 
is  not  feasible  to  reduce  our  expenditures  for 
public  school  and  engine  houses.  It  is  high  time 
that  the  taxpayers  should  be  respected  by  this 
body.  We  are  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. Other  parties  may  make  plans  for  work, 
but  here  is  the  place  where  they  come  to 
get  the  money.  I  think  there  has  been  too 
great  extravagance  and  we  should  stop  it.  This 
matter  should  be  considered  by  the  proper  com- 
mittees and  the  proper  parties  consulted  in  regard 
to  these  public  buildings.  I  find,  by  inquiry,  that 
the  school  board  have  no  authority  in  this  matter 
of  schoolhouses.  They  merely  designate  in  what 
district  a  school  shall  be  located  and  the  commit- 
tee of  this  Government  puts  up  the  building.  I 
am  told  that  the  Dudley  Schoolhouse  is  much 
complained  of— that  it  is  not  considered  a  proper 
building.    That  thing  should  not  be,  and  I  hope 


this  body  will  hereafter  look  to  the  appropriations 
thev  make  in  regard  to  these  buildings. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi— The  gentleman  makes 
inquiry  in  regard  to  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse  in 
Brighton.  That  was  begun  before  that  town  was 
annexed  to  the  city  ot  Boston,  and  for  any  un- 
usual cost  in  that  structure  lie  city  is  not  respon- 
sible. The  particulars  of  the  expense  of  that 
building  may  be  seen  in  City  Document  No.  77. 
The  difficulty  in  this  ease  arose  from  a  nil-under- 
standing at  'the  commencement  of  the  year  as  to 
the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  building. 
If  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  had  known 
that  it  was  going  to  take  so  much,  they  would  not 
have  done  as  thev  did.  The  architect  in  charge  of 
the  job  was  called  upon  to  state  what  amounts 
were  not  covered  by  the  contracts  made  by  the 
town  of  Brighton,  the  city  of  Boston  having 
no  authority'  in  the  matter.  Through  some 
misunderstanding  the  architect  gave  us  a 
wrong  impression  as  to  some  points  not 
provided  for,  and,  therefore,  the  appropria- 
tion fell  short.  The  house  is  not  built  ac- 
cording to  our  plans,  and  it  will  cost  considerably 
more  than  if  ir  had  been.  But  everything  is  ex- 
plained i-a  the  report.  The  statement  was  made 
that  the  land  had  been  paid  for,  but  we  found 
that  k  had  not  been,  and  that  it  hau  to  come  out 
of  the  balance  left  by  the  town  of  Brighton.  In 
this  ca-e  the  committee  are  not  responsible  for 
anything  except  what  we  aid  not  find  out  at  the 
first  of  the  year,  and  we  supposed  that  we  had 
found  it  out*.  An  architect  is  in  charge  of  the  whole 
job  and  everything  has  to  go  through  his  hands. 
That  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  say  on  that  point. 
As  to  the  gentleman's  statement  in  regard 
to  the  large  expense  of  our  schoolhouses,  I 
would  remark  that,  although  they  cost  a  great  deal 
of  money  they  are  very  large  buildings,  and 
since  the  new  building  law  was  enacted 
the  cost  has  been  very  much  increased,  and 
the     structures     are    much     more     substantial. 


for  at  a  time  when  labor  and  materials  were  much 
higher  than  thev  are  today.  [  presume  the  same 
buildings  could  now  be  erected  for  sl.V'OO  or  §20,- 

000  le-s  than  thev  could  then.  I  think  the  Dudlev 
Schoolhouse  covers  an  area  of  20,000  feet  of  land. 
We  cannot  build  a  schoolhouse  adapted  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  pupils  and  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  our  school  system  for 
much  less  than  §10  a  foot  for  the  land  occupied 
The  cost  is  now  being  reduced.  It  is  true  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  prepare  plans  for 
the  schoolhouse,  but  they  are  "submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  for  approval, 
and  although  the  School  Committee  may  not  have 
a  direct  voice  in  the  approval  of  them,  I  think  the 
sub-committee  having  them  in  charge  have  always 
consulted  them,  and  I  do  not  think  the  sub-corn 
mittee  should  be  held  entirely  responsible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  one  member  of  this 
Council,  I  am  very  glad  this  discus-ion  has  been 
started  by  the  gentleman  from  the  Thirteenth 
Ward.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  the  taxpayers 
can  justly  complain  of  it  is  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture for  schoolhouses.  I  believe  it  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  no  contract  has  ever  been  made  for  the 
building  of  any  one  schoolhouse,  but  that  an  ex- 
pense of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent,  has 
been  added  in  order  to  complete  the  building,  and 

1  think  the  taxpayers  have  a  right  to  complain  of 
these  enormous  expenditures.  Of  this  pnrtieulm 
ca<e  I  know  nothing  whatever,  except  that  I  do 
not  believe  the  city  has  any  title  to  the  land  upon 
which  it  is  built.  That  may  be  a  bold  proposition, 
but  I  found,  after  weeks  aiid  months  of  examina- 
tion, that  the  Wilson  Hotel  property  in  Brigh- 
ton was  under  attachment  until  several 
weeks  after  I  raised  the  question  in  the 
Council  of  the  validity  of  the  city's  title  to  it.  I 
am  informed  that  the  property  here  mentioned 
was  still  under  attachment  within  a  week.  I  may 
be  wrongly  informed.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  somebody's  duty  to  know,  when  we 
buy  property,  whether  the  party  can  give  a  good 
title  to  it.  No  lawyer  here,  no  business  man, 
would  take  a  title  to  property  when  it  is  encum- 
bered by  attachments  ;  under  no  ordinary  circum- 
stances would  such  a  thing  be  done.  I  was  not 
aware  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  tonight,  or 
I  should  have  inquired  about  it.  But  within  one 
week  I  have  been  informed  that  the  attachment 
to  which  I  referred  was  removed,  and  that  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  attaching  party,  which 
I  think  would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  "a  court. 
I  merely  state  that  as  it  was  said  to  me  by  one 
of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  on  Court  street."  My 
friends  here  from  the  Brighton  District  will  know 
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whether  there  is  any  ground  for  chat  sug!,"stion 
or  not.  1  only  know  that  it  has  been  stated  to  me, 
and  hence  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  state  it  here 
publicly.  It  is  somebody's  business  to  look  into 
this  matter  of  titles.  The  City  Solicitor  examines 
papers  to  see  whether  they  are  in  proper  form  and 
whether  they  come  into  his  hands  all  right;  but  if 
there  is  a  question  of  title  it  ought  to  be  exam- 
ined into.  I  have  iiotified  one  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments within  a  few  days  of  the  statement  I 
have  received,  but  whether  or  not  action  has  been 
taken  I  am  not  informed.  I  should  have  had  the 
information  myself  if  I  had  known  that  this  mat- 
ter was  to  come  up.  As  to  the  merits  of  this  par- 
ticular case  under  discussion  I  know  nothing;  but 
I  would  say  that  we  know  that  these  enormous 
expenditures  arc  not  right.  If  we  are  to  purchase 
land  for  a  building  it  should  be  done  after 
proper  examination  of  titles,  and  then  a  con- 
tract should  be  made  for  the  building  with  a 
perfect  understanding  that  it  is  t<>  be  finished  up 
for  that  stun,  and  tho-e  having  charge  of  the  city's 
funds  should  know  whether  they  are  to  lie  brought 
up  with  a  deficit  of  several  thousand  dollars 

Mr.  Bur.li:t  of  Ward  1C— I  think  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  5  is  mistaken  in  stating  that  we  have 
from  twenty- five  to  forty  per  cent,  extra  charges 
on  contracts.  The  extra  amounts  arc  surpi  isingly 
small  I  have  known  estimates  for  §40,000  or 
$50;000,  and  the  cost  prove  less  than  that 
by  85000.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  gets  along- 
far  better  than  private  individuals.  "What  the 
Wilson  Hotel  property  has  to  do  with  this  matter 
I  do  not  know,  as  the  schoolhouse  is  four  or  five 
mile-  from  it. 

Mi'.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  did  not  say  that  it  was 
the  same  property,  but  I  said  it  came  from  the 
same  owners,  upon  whose  property  an  attachment 
had  been  put.  That  is  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived within  a.  week. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  am  not  sorry  this  ques- 
tion has  been  raised,  for  I  think  it  will  bear  a 
great  deal  of  talking  about.  In  this  particular 
case  the  contract  was  made  by  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton and  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  got 
their  information  from  the  architect.  He  was  not 
aware  that  .313,000  of  tne  amount  appropriated 
for  land  had  been  transferred  to  other  purpo.-es. 
The  committee  based  their  contract  on  their  in- 
formation, and  what  they  have  asked  for  they 
should  have.  But  we  shall  have  a  most  elegant 
building!  and  we  shall  have  great  credit  for  it! 


ing  and  that  it  will  redound  to  tin-  credited  the 
city  so  long  as  it  stands.  In  regard  to  the  respon- 
sibility for  our  style  of  school  building;.,  that  is 
divided.  The  School  Committee  ask  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  school  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  select  the  site.  Then  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  prepare  plans  which  are  sub- 
initted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and  I  think  that  I  can  state  that  the  plans   are 


proved  they  go  back  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  *  1  know  nothing  of  the  contracts,  hut 
I  suppose  they  are  carcfullly  drawn.  1'nlil  the 
city  changes  the  plan  of  its  sehoolhouses,  I  do  not 
beiieve  we  can  -top  the  enormous  expenditures  for 
them.  A  primary  schoolhouse,  such  a~  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to  in  (fiiinev  street,  must  cost  at 
least  850,000  in  ordinary  tinil-  :  now  it  can  be  built 
for  840,000  or  845,000.  The  contract  was  made  for 
that  building  when  materials  were  very  high. 
The  only  way  to  reduce  the  expense  is  to 
change  the  style  of  the  building.  I  am  told 
that  one  of  our  neighboring  muniei]  alities 
creeled  a  :-■<  hoolliouse  for  .ssii.niio,  while 
in  Boston  one  giving  the  same  accommodations 
would  cost  $120,000.  It  might  answer  our  pur- 
pose and  do  just  as  well,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
it.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  until  the  general  plan 
and  character  of  the  buildings  are  changed!,  we 
cannot  lessen  the  expense. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  I  said  before,  I  did 
not  rise  to  oppose  this  order.  I  do  not  believe  in 
crying  over  spilled  milk.  My  object  was  to  pre- 
vent anything  of  the  kind  ill  future.  I  would  ask 
if  those  contracts  for  the  two  sehoolhouses,  which 
have  been  made  within  ,  few  month- ,  were  at 
the  corresponding  low  rate  ol  materials.  If  they 
are  to  cost  850,000,  1  believe  they  could  have  been 
built  for  that  several  mouths  ago,  and  if  they 
have  been  so  contracted  for,  1  do  not  see  that  any- 
thing has  been  saved.  I  hope  the  appropriation 
will  not  be  used  up.  My  idea  is  that  we  should 
take  a  lesson  from  this. 

Mr.    Burditt   of    Ward     10— The    Quincy-street 


Schoolhou-e  was  contracted  for  for  about  stis.OOO, 
but  the  heating  and  furnishing  were  excluded,  so 
I  suppose  the  whole  buildina,  when  ready  for  use, 
will  have  cost  S44,ooo  or  845,000.  I  think  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  building  is  less  than  would 
have  beeu  asked  for  two  years  ago.  It  has  got  to 
be  so  now  that  many  of  our  tirst-cla-s  builders 
will  not  figure  for  city  work,  competition  is  so 
strong  and.  they  have  to  figure  so  low.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  trouble  about  the  city  getting 
the  worth  of  its  money. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
laid  over. 

Order  authorizing  8  tluo  additional  to  iie  expend- 
ed for  grading  and  paving  the  yard  of  the  Lowell 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  and  completing  a  flight  of 
stone  steps. 

Order  authorizing  827,700  additional  to  be  ex- 
pended to  meet  the  unpaid  bills  on  the.  Bennett 
Schoolhouse,  Brighton,  and  to  complete  and  fur- 
nish the  building. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  exceed- 
ing §2000  additional,  Cor  purchase  of  land  on  cor- 
ner of  Koxbury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

SITE  FOR  A  HOME    FOR  THE  POOR. 

Report  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  in 
response  to  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the 
Austin  farm,  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
recommitted  to  said  Directors,  "with  directions  to 
state  in  detail  their  objections  to  said  farm;  also 
to  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  a  suitable  site, 
and  their  reasons  for  such  a  selection." 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  recom- 
mittal. 

Mr.  West  ox  Ward  16— I  move  to  amend  the  in- 
structions by  striking  out  the  words  "also  to  re- 
port what,  in  their  opinion,  is  a  -suitable  site,  and 
their  reasons  for  such  a  selection."  My  reason 
for  moving  this  amendment  is  the  simple  fact  that 
if  the  directors  should  report  in  favor  of  any  site 
it  would  be  a  hard  job  for  the  city  to  buy  the  land. 
It  would  be  just  as  it  is  in  the  schoolhouse  lot  busi- 
ness. Any  man  who  owns  such  a  lot  would  ask  ,83 
afoot  for 'it,  if  it  were  taxed  for  only  fifty  cents. 
No  matter  what  its  present  value  is,  the  city  wants 
it,  he  would  say,  and  the  city  must  pay  a  high 
price  for  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  am  inclined  to  oppose 
this  thing  entirely.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the 
silliest  propositions  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
world.  I  thought  it  was  before,  when  it  was  first 
proposed  to  go  to  the  directors  for  advice,  and  my 
inclination  then  was  to  oppose  it.  I  was  afterwards 
sorry  that  I  bad  not  done  so ;  not  because  whether  it 
went  theie  was  a.  matter  of  much  consequence, 
but  because  the  credit  of  this  body  ought  to  have 
some  bearing  upon  the  votes  we  pass.  That  is,  if 
we  are  going  to  pass  votes,  we  ought  to  consider, 
somewhat,  whether  the  votes  are  proper  and  de- 
cent to  pass.  Now,  then,  the  City  Government 
has  been  discussing  this  Home  for  the  Poor  a 
great  while;  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
House  of  (  orrecfion  has  ben  nackwards  and  for- 
wards, and  been  before  the  public  for  a  great 
while;  and  it  has  been  generally  supposed  and 
believed— ami  I  suppose  that,  on  the  whole, 
it  is  true— that  the  Board  of  Directors  has  hereto- 
fore been  opposed  to  any  change  whatever.  There 
has  been  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  <  onnnunity 
against  the  herding  together,  under  one  establish- 
ment, called  a  House  of  Industry,  of  those  who 
are  poor  and  those  who  go  there  because  they  are 
criminals,  and  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to 
separate  these  classes;  that  something  should  be 
done  so  that  the  worthy  poor  man,  whose  only 
fault  is  his  poverty,  should  not  be  sent  to  a  place 
which  is  covred  all  over  with  the  scum  of  crimi- 
nality. I  say  this  subject  basso  far  been  dis- 
cussed that  'the  entire  public  is  satisfied  that  the 
time  has  come  when  there  should  be  a  separation. 
I  remember  that  our  late  Mayor  Pierce  told  me 
that  if  we  could  have  a  reorganization  of  those  in- 
stitutions last  year  it  would  be  the  proudest  mo- 
ment of  bis  life  and  the  crowning  act  of  bis  ad- 
ministration, preferable  to  the  rebuilding  of  the 
burnt  district.  Now,  the  directors  have  been 
opposed  to  any  (flange.  If  you  talk  about 
putting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island 
they  say  there  is  not  room  enough,  simply 
because'  they  want  to  keep  things  as  they  are. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  that  board, 
and  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  it,  is  very  convenient 
to  have  all  those  institutions  down  the  harbor 
where  we  can  see  to  them  all  at,  once  and  do  our 
business  conveniently— and  I  must  say   that  with 
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due  regard  to  the  details  of  the  work,  the  econom- 
ical administration  of  the  affairs,  I  think  those 
who  have  charge  of  those  institutions,  so  far  as  I 
can  di.-cover,  manage  them  as  well  as  any  such 
public  institutions  can  be,  and  1  believe  those 
gentlemen  have  only  one  object  in  view.  But, 
being  acquainted  with  the  institutions,  and  find- 
ing it  convenient  to  have  them  located  together, 
this  broad,  and  meat  distinction  does  not  strike 
them  as  it  does  others  who  look  at  it  from  an  out- 
side plane,  and  ai tempt  to  pass  upon  it  upon  the 
principle  of  whether  the  poor  and  the  crim- 
inal should  be  herded  together  or  should  not  be. 
But,  Mr.  President,  how  far  these  considerations 
have  an  effect  upon  the  minds  of  men  so  situated 
— whether  thev  should  be  kept  where  they  can  all 
be  visited  in  one  day-  I  do  not  care,  but  I 
should  feel  the  influence  of  this  great  con- 
venience myself,  for  I  know  how  pleasant  it 
is  to  be  able  to  visit  these  institutions  all  at  once, 
without  taking  up  time,  and  I  know  bow  incon- 
venient it  would  be  to  have  one  of  these  institu- 
tions entirely  separated  and  inland.  But  if  the 
good  of  the'  community  and  the  true  position  of 
the  worthy  poor  require  it,  the  convenience  of  no- 
body, not  even  the  directors,  ought  to  stand  or 
militate  against  it  whatever.  If  there  is  too  much 
work  for  one  board,  you  can  find  plenty  of  philan- 
thropic men  who  will  lake  charge  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  relieve  the  present  board  of  it  altogether, 
If  that  becomes  essential,  there  is  no  sort  of  dif- 
ficulty about  it.  Now.  then,  to  come  to  this  specific 


Why,  after  this  subiect  has  been  under  discussion 
year  after  year,  after  it  has  iinally  culminated,  so 
that  it  has'got  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
this  Government,  who  have  searched  for  the  best 
and  iheapest  site,  and  after  a  full  examination 
they  settled  down  upon  two  or  three,  which  the 
whole  City  Government  went  to  see;  and  they 
went  with 'the  idea  that  it  was  a  fixed, settled  fact, 
that,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  should  be  on  the  main  land,  and  away 
from  the  islands  ;  after  all  that  was  done, 
the  City  Government,  after  looking  at  all 
the  places,  after  taking  a  view  of  all  of  them, 
made  a  selection— and  then  you  turn  round  and 
ask  the  Board  of  Directors  if  that  is  a  suitable 
site,  and  if  we  have  done  right.  After  we  had 
taken  time  to  consider,  when  we  had  a  good  com- 
mittee and  had  been  everywhere  to  see  for  our- 
selves, somebody  comes  up  and  asks  the  board 
what  they  think  about  this.  We  have  done  the 
best  we  knew  how;  we  have  bought  the  land,  and 
now  we  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  and  let  us 
ask  somebody  whether  we  have  done  right!  Now, 
what  a  ridiculous  proposition  it  is!  Well,  it  came 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Why  it  was 
started  I  cannot  state.  I  do  not  believe  it  was 
started  with  the  idea  of  getting  any  favorable 
opinion  from  the  directors.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  person  who  starred  it  really  believed  in  his  own 
mind  that  he  does  not  know  anything  about  it,  or 
that  the  directors  only  did,  or  that  he  was  ready  to 
take  their  judgment  in  preference  to  his.  It  was 
done  to  embarrass  the  measure,  to  fight  a  great 
project  in  detail,  and  get  people  to  oppose  it  from 
petty  and  small  considerations.  Now,  there  is  an- 
other thing  which  illustrates  this.  Here,  for  in- 
stance, on  the  programme  in  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, is  an  order  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  to  advertise  for  plans  and  spe- 
cifications for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  That  order 
comes  from  the  same  Hoard  which  wants  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Board  of  Directors  as  to  whether  this 
is  a  suitable  location.  Now,  then,  they  have  the 
opinion  of  the  directors  as  to  the  plans,  which 
have  been  examined  over  and  over  again, 
which  were  drawn  under  the  eye  of  this  very 
Board  of  Directors,  when,  years  ago,  it 
was  talked  of  having  this  building  some- 
where else— plans  made  after  a  long  and  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject.  What  is  wanted  in 
the  way  of  plans  for  such  a  building  is  what  the 
directors  do  and  are  expected  to  know  something 
about;  and  yet  you  undertake  to  advertise  for  plans 
and  specifications  for  a  Home  for  the  Pooor,  when 
the  architects  have  got  to  find  out  what  is  needed, 
how  to  classify  so  many  men  and  women,  so  that 
you  can  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for 
taking  care  of  such  a  large  number,  differing  in 
their  associations  and  bringing  up,— and  all  this 
is  to  be  done  by  men  who  know  nothing  about  it. 
So,  when  you  have  plans  that  the  directors  have 
made  and  approved,  you  disregard  them  and  un- 
dertake to  advertise  for  others;    you  may  pass 


which  thev  are  familiar  with  ;  and  you  ask  their 
opinion  about  a  thing  that  they  know  nothing- 
more  about  than  you  do,  and  you  do  not  take  their 
judgment  in  things  that  they  know  something 
about.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous  proposi- 
tions I  ever  heard.  You  have  in  that  report  the 
reply  of  the  president  of  the  directors.  I  think 
there  should  have  been  presented  an  abstract 
of  the  record  instead.  So  far  as  this  Home  for 
the  Poor  is  concerned,  there  is  no  mystery  about 
it.  The  poor  breathe  the  same  air  that  we  do, 
rich  as  we  are;  they  drink  the  same,  water  that  we 
drink;  they  are  fed  and  nourished  by  the  same 
meats,  and  cared  for  by  the  same  things  that  we 


art ;  there  is  no  mystery  about  it.  All  you  have  got 
to  do  is  to  get  a  nice  place  ;  any  farm  in  New  Eng- 
land that  is  tit  for   a   Yankee  farmer  to  live  on  is 


a  suitable  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  Any 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  is  a  suitable  place. 
We  know  all  about  it  as  well  as  the  directors  do; 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  they  cannot 
know  anything  more.  If  you  talk  about  trans- 
portation'it  is  the  same  thing.  If  my  friend  goes 
to  Ward  16  to  live,  he  gets  his  compensation ;  his 
coal  and  provisions  are  vent  out  to  his  bouse,  and 
if  he  lives  in  the  city  it  is  the  same  thing.  And 
with  this  enormous'  institution  it  is  about  the 
same.  Now  the  Austin  farm  is  in  shape  and  size 
just  like  the  Boston  Common— as  near  as  two  peas 
in  the  same  pod.  We  bought  this  farm  Eora  Home 
for  the  Poor,  and  paid  |75,000  for  it.  Now 
it  comes  up  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
one  man  says,  "I  do  not  think  that  is  the 
place,  because  the  city  will  spread  and  it 
will  be  right  in  the  centre  of  population, 
within  a  few  years."  That  is  no  peculiar  infor- 
mation. If  it  does,  and  if  the  city  has  to  change, 
nothing  is  lost,  but  it  will  turn  out  that  the  city 
makes  money  out  of  it  and  gets  the  building  into 
the  bargain.  Another  man  says,  "I  do  not  know 
about  this  Austin  farm ;  you  may  have  to  drive 
spiles  there."  Any  one  who  has  been  out  there 
knows  that  you  will  as  soon  have  to  drive  spiles 
into  Mt.  "Washington.  Another  man  says,  "I  am 
in  favor  of  the  Austin  farm,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
vote  for  it  because  the  City  Government  has  mu- 
tilated the  plans."  Now,  suppose  you  take  those 
three,  add  them  to  the  three  who  voted  for  it,  and 
witb  the  two  who  were  absent  you  have  a  major- 
ity. If  you  take  their  reasons  you  will  utterly  dis- 
regard their  votes.  So  much  for  that.  Now, 
here  is  the  record  of  the  directors'  meeting: 

"The  order  of  the  City  Council  in  relation  to 
the  Austin  farm  as  a  location  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor  was  considered.  Mr.  Power  moved  that  the 
board  reply  to  the  order,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  it  is  expedient  to  erect  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  Yeas— Messrs.  Belknap,  Power  and 
Dean.  Nays— Messrs.  Bradlee,  Denio,  Donahue, 
Cummings,  Sayward,  Fagin  and  Pease.  Absent- 
Messrs.  Little  and  Baldwin." 

Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  state  that 
so  far  as  this  Austin  farm  is  concerned,  while  I 
think  it  is  eminently  a  lit  place  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor,  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  only  fit  place  for  it. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  if  I  were  going  with  this 
body  of  seventy-four  men  to  select  a  place,  and 
we  looked  at,  one,  and  I  said  I  thought  there  is  no 
better  place  than  this,  and  if  my  friend  from  the 
Twenty-first  Ward,  Mr.  Kent,  should  say  there  is 
a  better  place  than  this,  and  then  if  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  one  in  favor  of  his  place,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  care  enough  to  say  anything 
about  it.  And  yet  if  you  are  going  to  get  an 
opinion,  what  is  that  opinion  worth  when  a 
man  who  is  adverse  to  it  votes  against  the 
whole  concern  because  of  a  dislike  to  a  de- 
tail? My  notions  about  locations  are  such 
that,  so  far  as  my  inclinations  are  concerned, 
I  had  quite  as  leave  see  this  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  city's  land  in  the  town  of  Win- 
throp,  if  the  City  Governr  cutis  ready  to  gc  there, 
and  if  the  decision  had  been  to  go  there,  I  should 
not  have  objected  to  it.  It  is  a  proper  enough 
place,  and  the  other  will  do  too.  If  you  had  taken 
the  piece  of  land  in  Neponset  or  De'dham  nobody 
would  have  had  reason  to  object  tot  hem.  Now,  when 
this  vote  of  the  directors  was  had,  with  this  re- 
sult of  tin eo  against  the  balance,  the  talk  that  was 
had  was  such  that  if  they  had  voW  as  they  talked 
I  know  we  could  have  had  a  location  of  this  Home 
for  the  Poor.  But  they  talked  and  gave  reasons, 
and  when  they  voted  they    voted   the  other  way, 
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arid  that  is  the  kind  of  folks  you  want  to  get  an 
opinion  from.  But  let  us  take  another  glance  at 
the  record : 

"Mr. Deai.  submitted  the  following  vote:  'Voted, 
That  the  hoard  is  of  opinion  that  it'  is  not  expedi- 
ent to  build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  upon  the  Austin 
farm,  because  the  city  owns  the  Winthrop  farm  in 
the  town  of  Winthrop.  which  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  board,  a  sun  able  place  on  which  to  build  a 
Home  for  the  Poor,  and  it  is  expedient  to  ouild  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  there.'  " 

Well,  then,  the  Alderman  from  the  Twelfth 
Ward,  Mr.  Power,  tried  to  get  each  one  to  say 
what  location  he  was  for,  but  he  could  not 
get  them  to  do  that.  Why,  one  would  think 
that  the  election  was  to  take  place  to- 
morrow, so  afraid  were  they  to  touch  it! 
If  they  had  voted  as  they  talked,  we  should  have 
had  a  tremendous  vote  for  the  Winthrop  farm, 
for  pretty  much  everybody  thought  it  the  best. 
I  always  thought  that  was  a  good  place.  I  was  in 
the  City  Government  when  that  place  was  selected 
for  a  lunatic  hospital,  and  then  came  certificates 
from  the  physicians  that  the  lunatics  would  die; 
that  the  winds  from  the  sea  would  sweep  them  off 
their  legs,  and  they  did  not  dare  to  have  it  there. 
Therefore  some  go  against  the  Winthrop  farm  be- 
cause they  say  you  never  caii  get  it.  But  let  us  see 
how  they  voted.    The  record  says— 

"Mr.  Dean  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  motion  was 
lost,  by  a  tie  vote  as  follows:  Yeas— Messrs.  Don- 
ahoe,  Power,  Dean  and  Pease.  Nays— Messrs. 
Bradlee,  Belknap,  Denio  and  Sayward.  Absent — 
Messrs.  Cumniinus,  Little  and  Baldwin.  Mr.  Fa- 
gin  requested  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the 
motion.  The  board  twice,  by  vote,  refused  to  ex- 
cuse  him,  whereupon  Mr.  Fagin  declined  to  vote." 

Now,  then,  I  think.  Mr.  President,  that  nobody 
i  really  going  to  send  to  that  board  for  informa- 
tion on  a  question  of  location.  But  I  do  think 
that  on  the  question  of  plans,  the  true  way  is  to 
take  their  judgment,  because,  as  I  said  before,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  disparagingly  of  my  fel- 
lows upon  the  board,  I  must  say  that  in  the  details 
of  the  administration  of  those  institutions,  they 
certainly  do  merit  the  highest  u raise.  But  to  send 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  to  them  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  foolish  thing.  I  therefore  move  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter. 

The  President— A  motion  to  recommit  takes 
precedence  of  a  motion  to  lndefinitelv  postpone. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Hi— I  simply  desire  to  say  that 
I  made  the  motion  I  did  in  good  faith.  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  directors  were  in  favor  of  keeping 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island.  I  do  not 
want  it  there.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
it  should  be  on  the  main  land.  But  I  think  the 
citv  should  not  have  bought  the  Austin  farm.  My 
friend  alludes  very  huinoi  jusly  to  the  question  of 
spile  driving.  I  think  if  they  go  there  they  will 
have  to  drive  spiles  or  build  in  the  mud.  The 
question  of  transportation  is  a  good  one.  I  object- 
ed to  the  Neponset  lot,  too,  as  it  was  too  near 
where  I  lived.  I  had  a  personal  interest  in  that. 
But  I  think  ihat  place  far  preferable  to  the  Austin 
farm. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  would  have  cost  about 
twice  as  much  money. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  1G—  I  am  not  prepared  to  go 
into  that  question,  as  I  am  not  posted.  I  would 
take  less  land.  1  do  think  there  arc  objections  to 
the  Austin  farm.  But  the  committee  and  the 
Government  went  there,  and  made  up  their  minds, 
and  the  order  went  through  very  easily.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  it  was  not  a  proper  place,  but  I 
would  rather  have  it  there  than  on  Deer  Island. 
Butlrose  simplytp  say  I  was  honesl  in  the  mo- 
tion and  am  not  in  collusion  with  the  directors. 
As  my  friend  says,  we  are  as  competent  to  select 
alocationas  the  directors  are.  As  he  says,  it  is 
convenient  to  have  all  the  institutions  in  one  lo- 
cation. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised on  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
branch  to  learn  that  the  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions deem  it  inexpedient  to  nut  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  When  the  subject 
came  before  the  Council  a  short  time  since  on  an 
order  [or  an  appropriation  of  money,  being  anew 
member  and  supposing  that  the  City  Government 
and  the  Hoard  of  Directors  were  acting  in  har- 
mony in  this  matter,  I  voted  for  it.  But  if  there 
be  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  between  the  City 
Government  and  the  directors,  I  for  one,  as  a  new 
member,  would  like  to  have  this  report  recommit- 
ted to  the  directors,  in  order  that  their  reasons 
for   iriving   such   an    opinion   may   be    laid    be- 


fore us.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  asks 
if  the  City  Governmernt  did  not  do  right  in 
selecting  the  Austin  farm  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  if  the  City 
Government  selected  the  Austin  farm  when 
they  knew  that  the  directors  were  opposed 
to  that  site,  they  diil  not  do  right.  It  floes  seem 
to  me  that  the  directors  are  preeminently  the  gen- 
tlemen to  know  which,  taking  everything  into 
consideration,  is  the  most  favorable  site  for  a 
Home  for  the  Poor.  I  do  not  knew  how  it  may  be 
with  other  gentlemen  of  this  Council,  but  for  one 
it  is  well-nigh  impossible  for  me,  with  the  time  I 
have  at  my  disposal,  to  get  even  a  shadow  of  an 
insight  into  the  larger  part  of  the  business  upon 
which  I  am  called  to  act.  I  always  endeavor  to 
get  some  information  ;  I  always  try  to  vote  under- 
staiidingly  upon  every  question,  but  I  must  say 
that  Ishdul.  defer  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  with  great  confidence  upon  the  question 
of  a  site  for  such  a  building,  a-  I  should  to  that  of 
the  Water  Board,  the  fire  Commissioners,  and  to 
the  various  committees,  joint,  several  or  special, 
in  any  matter  which  came  peculiarly  before  them. 
I  hope,  sir,  as  I  stated  when  I  rose,  that  this  report 
will  be  recommitted,  no  matter  how  foolish  to 
•some  the  opinions  may  appear  which  the  individu- 
al directors  may  give. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  regard  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
said  in  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  the  House  of 
Correction.  He  would  convey  the  impression  that 
the  directors  were  responsible  for  its  being  in 
South  Boston,  when  in  fact  they  have  no  more  to 
say  about  it  than,  the  School  Committee,  for  the 
City  Council  voted  to  move  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, and  the  directors  had  nothing  to  say.  But 
when  it  is  moved  there  they  should  take  charge  of 
it.  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  lie  with  others,  but 
I  know  how  I  should  vote.  I  say  it  ought  to  be 
where  all  the  other  institutions  are,— where  it 
would  not  be  desirable,  in  fact— ami  that  is  on  the 
island.  I  do  not  care  what  ward  you  select,  the 
natural  reply  will  be,  do  not  put  it  in  my  ward, 
and  the  only  recourse  we  can  have  will  be  to  put  it 
where  it  will  not  affect  any  one,  and  that  is  on  an 
island  in  the  harbor.  Now,  with  regard  to  there- 
mark  which  one  gentleman  made  about  spile  driv- 
ing on  the  Austin  farm;  I  understand  from  those 
familiar  with  the  location,  that  a  large  part  of 
that  territory  was  originally  a  marsh.  I  am  not 
familiar  with  it ;  but  if  thai  is  tine,  no  sane  man 
would  put  a  building  there  without  driving  spiles. 
The  gentleman's  reading  from  the  records  is  all 
true.  There  was  some  backing  and  tilling,  and 
they  seeing  the  game  he  tried  to  play  on  them, 
were  about  as  smart  as  he  was.  This  vote  was 
passed  simply  in  reply  to  the  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council.  The  directors  did  not  consider  that 
they  had  any  call  to  cive  their  reasons.  If  this  re- 
port goes  back,  1  think  we  shall  get  a  reply,  and 
my  opinion  is  that  we  shall  have  at  least  eight  re- 
ports. I  do  not  know  that  any  one  eNe  will  vote 
with  me,  but  I  shall  vote  to  have  it  on  the  Win- 
throp farm.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  having 
it  go  back  to  the  directors,  but  I  think  there  is 
doubt  about  their  agreeing  upon  am  one   locabtv. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  speaks  of  the  House  of  Correction,  arid 
remarks  that  the  Board  of  Director.-  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  location  of  it,  but  all  thev  have  to 
do  is  to  take  care  of  it.  I  renumber  that  since 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  and  myself  have  been 
on  the  board,  in  making  their  monthly  report, 
the  committee  to  visit  the  institution-  remarked 
that  they  had  not.  anything  to  do  u  if h  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  llou-c  of  Collection  ouglil  to 
be  removed;  all  thev  had  to  do  wa-  to  take  charge 
of  the  accommodations  furnished;  and  so  far  as 
the  directors  are  concerned  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  location,  but  all  they  ha\  e  to  do  is  to 
take  charge  of  them.  But,  Mr."  President,  votes 
are  one  thing  and  actions  are  another.  And  when 
you  come  to  visit  the  institutions  and  talk  with 
the  directors,  you  lind  what  membci-of  tneCity 
Government  have  in-tilled  inio  their  minus.  But  I 
do  not  complain  about  the  honesty  of  the  members, 
I  say  that  you  go  down  to  the  House  of  Correction, 
and  thev  say,  "How  beautifulii   is  to  have  all  the 

institutions  here;  and  folks  must  be  era 
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of  it,  they  would  have  some  kind  of  black  smoke 
coming  cuitof  a  chimney;  this  is  kept  nicely,"  and 
thereupon  when  you  come  here  you  have  \oles 
thus  influenced.  You  remember  the  description 
of  Satan  squatting  by  the  sitle  of  E/e.  ami  so 
forth,  and  that's  the  way  reforms  are  lob- 
bied  from    us.     Now  you  have    got    the    com- 
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mittee's  report,  after  searching  the  world 
over,  and  you  are  going  to  disregard  their  opinion 
and  go  to  another  board  who  say  that  the  location 
is  nothing  to  them,  and  all  they' have  to  do  is  to 
take  charge  of  what  is  placed  in  their  hands. 
"When  we  go  dowi>to  Deer  Island  we  are  shown  the 
loveliest  spot  ir  the  world,  w  lien  was  one.'  graded 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  We  ride  along  and  I 
see  one  gentleman  here  who  was  told  by  one 
of  the  Directors  that  there  was  no  place  there  for 
a  House  of  Correction,  and  tha;  it  is  a  most  beau- 
tiful spot  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  which  oc- 
cupies about  a.>  much  land  as  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. They  complained  of  not  ha  ving  room  enough 
on  the  island  for  a  House  of  Correction  .  Well, 
Blaekwell's  Island  is  a  small  island  in  New  York 
Harbor,  and  it  contains  all  the  institutions  there. 
Here  you  have  180  acres  of  land,  beautiful  for  the 
growth  of  onions— they  have  sold  a  great  many— 
and  cabbage- are  very  plentiful  there;  and  they 
have  a  pond  from  which  they  get  ice.  It  is  a  very 
beautiful  spot  indeed.  But,  while  you  are  growing 
cabbages,  Mr.  President,  you  have  got  acres  and 
acres  of  land  that,  with  proper  development, 
would  sell  for  seventy-five  cents  or  a  dollar  a  foot, 
and  you  keep  your  nstitutions  year  after  year  at 
South  Boston,  on  that  valuable  land,  a  "blight 
on  the  whole  surface  of  the  peninsula.  The 
other  side  of  the  peninsula  is  settled  with 
houses,  and  here  is  nothing  but  a  blank 
waste.  You  may  build  your  fountains  in 
Independence  square,  to  take  off  a  part 
of  the  blight,  but  you  cannot  get  much 
money  for  your  land,  because  here  right 
near  you  are  your  beautiful  institutions,  and  be- 
cause when  a  man  goes  to  South  Boston,  he  goes 
to  the  land  of  a  penal  colony.  Here  is  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  having  an  idea  of  run- 
ning a  tunnel  under  Mt.  Washington,  closely  ad- 
joining this  place,  and  the  city  owning  about  forty 
acres  of  upland  and  many  acres  of  flats 
awav  out  to  the  commissioners'  line,  all 
in  the  line  of  development,  and  you  keep  your 
land  there  at  an  enormous  expense,  while  you  talk 
about  such  petty  things  as  the  carrying  of  coal  to 
the  Austin  farm.  It  is  a  style  of  economy  that 
saves  at  the  spigot  while  letting  the  wealth  of  the 
city  run  to  waste  at  the  bung. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  quite  heartily  sympa- 
thize with  the  gen.leinan  from  Ward  12  in  the 
feeling  that  the  penal  institutions  should  be  re- 
moved from  South  lio-ton,  but  it  seems  that  the 
question  before  us  at  this  moment  is  whether  we 
should  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
give  us  a  little  more  information,  or  go  right  on 
and  vote  8385,000  without  any  further  inquiry  or 
investigation.  I  am  a  new  member,  like  my  friend 
from  Ward  6,  and  I  should  not  be  quite  prepared 
to  vote  that  way.  If  the  Board  of  Directors  can 
give  us  any  information,  however  slight,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  worth  while  to  wait  a  few  clays. 
When  this  matter  came  before  the  Council  I  voted 
for  it  because  it  was  recommended  by  a  com- 
mittee in  whom  I  had  great  confidence. 
But  I  have  also  great  confidence  in  the  Board 
of  Directors,  and  when  they  doubt  the  expediency 
of  this  measure  I  think  it  is  quite  judicious  for  us 
to  wait  a  few  days  to  get  further  information  from 
them.  This  matter  of  municipal  expenditure 
seems  much  more  serious  to  me  than  it  does,  per- 
haps, to  some  other  people.  In  these  days  of  com- 
petition, just  as  wdien  one  business  house  is  manu- 
facturing a  shade  cheaper  than  another,  it  takes 
away  business,  so  when  a  city  can  manufacture  a 
shade  cheaper  than  another,  by  reducing  taxation, 
it  takes  away  business.  And  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  taxes  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  going  to  rise 
so  that  business  will  be  taken  away,  and  when  we 
are  talking  about  an  expenditure  of  four  or  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  I  hope  we  shall  pause 
and  get  all  the  information  as  to  its  expediency 
that  is  obtainable. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  would  like  to  know  if 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  was  asked  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
building  on  the  Austin  farm  at  the  time  of  its 
purchase? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  understand  from  mem- 
bers of  that  board  wdio  were  members  when  the 
site  was  pun  based,  that  the  board  of  Directors 
have  never  been  consulted  in  the  least  particular 
in  regard  to  a  site  for  this  Home  for  the  Poor. 
Two  or  three  members  of  the  Board  were  asked 
by  Alderman  Hulbert,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee last  year,  to  go  with  him  out  to  Dedhani, 
but  with  that  exception,  no  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  were  asked  for  an  opinion. 


Mr.  Dean  of  "Ward  12— The  gentleman  from 
Wrard  1  will  bear  in  mind,  in  this  connection,  his 
own  statement  that,  as  to  the  location,  it  is  no 
business  of  the  Board  of  Directors;  that  all  they 
have  got  to  do  is  io  take  care  of  what  is  left  in 
their  charge,  and  the  fact  that  thev  have  on  their 
records  a  report  adopted  to  that  effect,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  I  opposed  on  the  ground  that  that 
board  ought  to  sneak  if  it  had  any  decided  con- 
victions upon  the"  question.  I  was  desirous  that 
the  board  should  speak;  but  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  that,  though  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection might  be  inadequate  ana  ought  to  here- 
moved,  still  the  board  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  question— its  duty  being  confined  to  taking- 
good  care  of  whatever  the  city  placed  in  its 
charge.  That  report  was  adopte'd  and  indorsed 
against  my  appeal. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  understand  that  previ- 
ous to  about  three  years  ago  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to  consult 
with  the  directors,  but  within  the  last  three  years 
such  has  not  been  their  custom.  I  still  state  that 
the  board  think  they  should  not  dictate  where 
such  institutions  should  be  located, but  as  aboard 
thev  think  they  should  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— As  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors was  organized  some  three  or  four  years  ago, 
they  were  opposed  to  building  a  Heme  for  the 
Poor  on  the  main  land,  and  were  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  on  Deer  Island.  As  soon 
as  it  was  understood  that  that  was  their  opinion, 
protests  came  from  the  people  against  locating  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  I-land.  and  therefore 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  of  last  year, 
knowing  public  sentiment  to  be  against  locating 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island,  did  not 
thiuk  it  worth  while  to  consult  the  directors  with 
regard  to  a  location. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  "Ward  20— This  is  news  to  me.  1 
suppose  that  the  directors  oight  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  locality  of  this  farm,  whether  it  is  a 
suitable  site  or  otherwise.  The  City  (iovernment 
has  bought  that  farm,  and  I  think  the  best  thing 
we  can  do  is  to  go  ahead  and  build,  on  it.  It  is  in- 
land, away  from  the  seashore,  and  if  the  supplies 
needed  are  very  large,  we  have  only  got  to  em- 
ploy more  teams.  So  far  as  the  driving  of  spiles 
is  concerned.  I  do  not  think  that  amounts  to  any- 
thing. The  Back  Bay  is  built  upon  spiles,  and 
some  of  the  most  moral  men  in  the  community 
live  there;  in  fact,  I  think  the  morality  of  many 

gentlemen  has  been  increased  since  taeyhave 
ved  out  there  on  spiles.  I  hear  that  gentlemen 
in  South  Boston  object  to  having  the  poor  among 
them,  differing  in  that  respect  from  the  early 
Christians,  and  disregarding  the  scriptural  prov- 
erb that  the  poor  ye  always  have  among  you.  I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  having  the  poor  living 
near  me.  We  are  all  of  this  world,  and  cannot 
boast  of  any  superior  piety  or  claim  any  prior 
right  to  heaven  over  the  poor. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— In  regard  to  the  soil  of 
the  Austin  farm,  I  may  state  that  a  small  portion 
of  it  is  lowland,  and  down  twelve  or  fifteen  inches 
from  the  surface  you  will  come  to  solid  clay, 
which  can  only  be' removed  with  difficulty  by  a 
pickaxe. 

Mr.  Peikin-  of  Ward  Id — I  did  not  intend  to  take 
part  in  this  debate,  but  I  am  very  glad  this  thing 
has  received  the  ventilation  it  has.  There  has 
been  a  very  widespread  idea  in  the  community  at 
large  that  there  was  some  kind  of  jobbery  in'the 
purchase  of  the  Austin  farm.  It  is  well  known 
that  part.es  tried  to  sell  it  at  a  price  double  what 
it  is  worth,  and  that  failed.  But  the  purchase  was 
made  at  the  proper  price,  and  while  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  any  objection  against  it,  I  do 
not  think  a  valid  one  can  be  made.  I  think  it  an 
excellent  situation  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor.  I 
have  known  men  who  favor  it  the  more  thev 
know  about  it.  Furthermore,  I  hope  the 
Home  for  the  Poor  will  be  upon  the  main 
land,  so  that  persons  who  inhabit  it  can  be 
made  useful.  The  city  of  Portsmouth  sets  us  an 
example  m  this  respect.  Instead  of  an  expense, 
their  'Home  for  the  Poor  reports  an  income  of 
from  four  to  six  thousand  dollars.  They  are  en- 
gaged on  the  road-,  they  raise  cabbages,  etc..  and 
the  Austin  farm  is  finely  situated  for  this.  While 
I  sympathize  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
I  shall  vote  for  recommittal,  simply  because  I 
want  to  know  what  is  the  reason  the  directors  ob- 
ject to  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  a  ridiculous 
proposition  to  send  this  report  back  with  an  in- 
junction to  the  diiectoi-s  t>  give  their  reasons  for 
a  site.    I  think  it  would  be  ridiculous  torus  to  ask 
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them  to  select  n  site  bywliiehwe  aie  to  lie  guided. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1G  lias  well  said, 
there  is  no  price  too  high  to  be  named  by  the 
owner  of  such  property,  and    therefore  I  shall 

fladly  concur  with  him'  in  that.  But  as  to  my 
riend's  proposition  that  the  price  of  the  Austin 
farm  is  too  high,  I  can  state  that  I  think  it  is  the 
cheapest  piece  of  property  that  J  ever  knew  the 
city  to  buy.  Talk  about  the  marsh  ami  spiles,  why 
sir,  although  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  vote  to 
have  it  put  there,  X  think  it  is  cheap  enough,  a 
great  deal  less  than  I  ever  supposed  it  could  lie 
purchased  for.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  we 
must  build  a  poorhouse  there.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  planes  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  bet- 
ter adapted  for  a  location  for  a  poorhouse.  But 
the  city  has  bought  this  one.  If  a  farm  of  fifteen 
acres  can  be  bought  for  810,000,  1  think  we  should 
buy  it.  There  are  many  such  within  my  knowl- 
edge which  would  lie  a  better  place  for  a  Home 
for  the  Poor  than  this,  where  there  is  more  free- 
dom from  the  corrupting  inlluenccs  of  the  city.  I 
cannot  see  anv  objection  to  building  a  poorhouse 
on  the  180  or  200  acres  at  Winthrop,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  sites  in  creation.  Why,  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  could  sail  there  in  hi-  yacht  and  be 
delighted  to  stay  there  for  a  week.  We  have  good 
spots  all  around  here  which  ought  to  be  utilized 
for  public  purposes,  and  yet  we  are  looking  for 
new  things,  for  new  expenditures  of  money.  I 
thiuk  the  objection  to  this  measure  comes  pri- 
marily, not  from  the  location,  but  from  the 
palace  which  it  is  proposed  to  build  there. 
The  poor  do  not  ask  to  live  in  a  pal- 
ace. They  ask  for  a  place  to  stay;  thev  want  food 
and  raiment  and  employment."  My  friend  from 
Ward  12  [Mr.  Loring]  has  cut  the  cost  down  from 
S5t.0,(i00  to  83*5,000,  and  1  think,  as  I  have  told 
him,  that  there  is  no  need  of  even  such  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  as  that.  If  you  once  beg.n  you 
have  got  to  carry  out  the  plans  first  proposed,  and 
perhaps  spend  a  million  dollars.  1  think  it  is  ab- 
solutely the  duty  of  the  city  to  build  a  Home  for 
the  Poor,  but  not  to  build  a  palace.  I  think  I 
sympathize  as  much  with  the  poor,  and  have  had 
as  large  experience  with  them  as  any  gentleman 
present.  I  know  something  of  their  feelings  and 
wants,  and  I  repeat  that,  they  do  not  ask  for  a 
palace.  They  ask  for  something  that  will  sustain 
them  day  by  day,  a.:d  week  by  week.  I 
am  in  favor  of  immediate  action  in  this 
matter,  but  I  hope  this  latter  clause  will  be  strick- 
en out,  and  I  hope,  if  there  are  any  objections  to 
this  site,  that  they  may  be  made.  1  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  the  directors,  but  1  think  they  ought 
not  to  name  a  site,  and  if  they  do,  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  bound  *"o  concur  with  them. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  misstated  me.  I  said  nothing  about  the 
cost  of  the  Austin  farm.  I  said  it  was  a  poor  pur 
Chase.  However  high  the  land  may  be,  it  is  a  fact 
that  there  is  a  bog  meadow  on  it,  but  whether 
that  is  included  in  any  portion  of  the  part  pur- 
chased by  the  city  I  do  'not  know.  The  town  road 
runs  rig-lit.  over  that  bog  meadow. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
much  on  this  subject  tonight,  and  1  do  not  intend 
to  do  so  now.  But  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  in  reference 
to  the  plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and  his  ob- 
jections to  building  a  palace.  He  uses  the  Same 
language  as  was  used  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
by  those  oppo-ed  to  building  any  Home  for  the 
Poor,  if  he  thinks  it  is  a  palace,  i'  would  ask  him 
what  constitute.-,  a  palace.  If  he  thinks  it  is  more 
expensive  than  it  ought  to  be.  I  would  like  to  have 
him  point,  out  in  what  pal  I  icular  it  is  so,  and  then 
I  will  reply  to  him  in  detail.  But  for  an  answer  to 
these  general  statements  I  will  not  bold  myself 
responsible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thought  I  was  compli- 
menting in v  worthy  friend  for  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  was  giving  him  credit 
for  cutting  doun  the  cost  from  neaih  sr,oo,oou  to 
s:k.-,,oiio.  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  believe  the 
poor  need  a  palace  to  live  in,  and  that  plan  I  be- 

iin 

be  cut  down  a  great  deal  more.  What  I  meant  to 
say  was  that  immediate  action  should  be  taken  to 
build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  at  such  a  place,  under 
such  circumstances  and  at  such  an  expenditure 
as  the  City  Council  may  agree  upon,  and  upon 
thai  ba-i-'l  stand,  and  hope  to  be  supported.  1 
certainly  bad  no  sort  of  feeling  but  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Loring]  had  done 
the  city    great    services  in    bringing    that    ex- 


penditure down  to  what  he  has  and  com- 
ing nearer  the  amount  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  expended  for  the  worthy  poor.  I  believe 
there  are  suitable  places  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  the  city,  but  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a 
better  place  than  the  Austin  farm,  to  which  I 
know  there  is  very  serious  objection.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  gieat  objection  is  tnun  the  enoimous  ex- 
penditure originally  proposed,  and  I  believe  that 
will  be  increased  twenty  per  cent,  on  Hie  appro- 
priation first  made.  Figures  don't  lie.  What  I 
object  to  is  making  an  expenditure  of  8385,0(10  to 
start  with,  which  everybody  knows  will  be  run  up 
to  nearly  a  million.  I  say  let  us  get  up  some  other 
plan ;  My  friend  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Loring]  is 
capable  of  making  plans  which  will  save  the  city 
a  great  expenditure.  He  has  done  himself  great 
credit  and  the  city  great  service  in  cutting  down 
the  cost  as  he  has. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— One  word  as  to  the  amend- 
ment. If  the  report  is  going  back  to  the  directors 
for  their  opinion  on  the  question  of  site;  if  you 
are  going  to  adhere  to  their  judgment  and  disre- 
gard your  own,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
nvnt'ought  not  to  prevail,  and  that  you  should 
not  strike  nut  the  request  that  they  should  name 
a  site;  because  before  we  do  anything  we  should 
still  have  to  ask  their  judgment  before  we  knew 
we  were  right.  If  you 'are  going  to  ask  their  opin- 
ion at  all,  you  .should  keep  that  in.  The  only  ob- 
jection that  I  see  to  it  is  that  it  might  take  too 
long  to  do  it.  I  should  not  want  them  to  get  it 
there  and  take  a  long  time  upon  it.  But  still,  even 
in  running  a  lisk,  whatever  it  may  be,  I  am  in- 
clined to  vote  against  the  amendment.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  whole  thing,  whetner  the  amend- 
ment is  in  or  not ;  but  I  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment,  so  that  if  it  does  go  there,  they  may 
give  an  opinion  as  to  a  site. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  ordered. 

The  question  was.  put  on  Mr.  West's  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  last  clause,  which  was  lost, 
on  a  division  of  the  house—  20  for,  25  against. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  recommittal 
with  instructions  was  put  and  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  the  house 
divided  and  the  Council  concurred  in  the  recom- 
mittal—25  for,  21  against. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  branch 
of  the  Public  Library  in  Ward  16. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  grade  the  city  stable  lot  on  Highland  street. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  .$300 
for  improvement  of  lot  bounded  bv  Eagle,  Tren- 
ton and  Present!  streets,  Last  Boston. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  not  exceeding  84000, 
additional,  for  improvement  of  Washington  park. 

Order  authorizing  the  erection  of  an  iron  fence 
on  and  certain  improvements  to  be  made  in  the 
square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  at  not  exceed- 
ing 810,000. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  steam  pinup  to  be  provided  for  City 
Hall,  at  not.  exceeding  81000. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  inquired  if  the  cost  of 
t  le  pump  had  been  learned,  aiid  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  replied  thar  Mono  was  named,  but  there 
would  be  quite  a.  balance  left. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  employment  of  necessary  as- 
sistance for  care  nl  building  ;!0  l'emberton  square. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  requesting  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  report  expense  of  hiring  suitable  accommoda- 
tions for  a  Babcock  Fire  Lxtinguisber,  and  the 
horses  and  men  connected  therewith  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Fulton  and  Commercial  streets. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7  said  he,  was  not  present 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  did  not 
understand  the  object  of  the  order.  The  petition 
for  a  steam  engine  in  that  locality  was  signed  by 
a  large  number  of  business  men, 'and  now  it  was 
proposed  to  locate  a  unla  fountain  there,  which 
did  not  meet  his  approbation.  Ho  moved  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table. 

Carried   on   a   division   of  the   house— 27  for,  12 


Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the  erection  of 
a  fountain  in  independence  square,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding 84000. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  some  in- 
formation from  some  gentleman  who  knows,  as  to 
what  the  use  is  of  putting  any  more  fountains  on' 
the  public  grounds  when  all  those  we  now  have 
are  dry  fountains.    If  there  is  no    information  to 


SEPTEMBER 


1874 


533 


be  given,  I  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  can  only  state  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  that 
be  appropriatioi 

that 

prior  to  this  rear  there  had  been  an  appropriation 
of  S6000  for  it,  which  had  not  been  spent.  Parties 
in  South  Boston  feel  that  they  ought  to  have  a 
fountain  in  one  of  their  square's,  and  they  would 
like  to  prepaie  themselves  so  that  when  we  do 
have  plenty  of  water  they  may  avail  themselves 
of  it.  It  certainly  will  be  a  matter  of  ornament, 
and  it  will  not  be  "a  great  outlay  of  money. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to 
having  fountains  in  South  Boston,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  fountains  we  now  have  in  the  city  are 
rather  more  suggestive  than  ornamental.  The 
Committee  on  Common  have  just  asked  for  S40U0 
additional  for  another  purpose  and  I  hope  this  or- 
der will  be  indefinitely  postponed.  When  the 
proper  time  comes  no  one  will  be  more  anxious  to 
vote  for  a  fountain  in   South  Boston  than  myself. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— I  rise  to  say  nothing  in 
behalf  of  South  Boston,  but  to  say  a  "word  on  the 
water  question,— something,  Mr.  President,  we 
have  heard  nothing  about  for  a  great  while,  and 
for  which  we  are  all  thirst}  and  anxious,  even  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  night."  The  only  suggestion  I 
would  make  in  regard  to  it  is  that  the  Water 
Board  informed  us  that  millions  of  gallons  daily 
run  to  waste  for  want  of  proper  cure,  and  that  a 
third  of  all  that  flows  into  .he  pipes  i-  wasted.  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pretty  good  thing  to  have  peo- 
ple so  anxious  for  fountains  or  something  to  com- 
pel the  proper  utilization  ol  the  water  that  the 
city  has.  There  is  enough  for  all  the  fountains. 
It  'is  not  because  there  is  a  lack  of  water.  We 
learn  from  the  reports  of  the  Water  Board  that 
there  is  enough  to  spare  and  to  waste.  Our  cup  is 
running  over. 

The  morion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  put  and 
declared  carried. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  W  aid  7  tne  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on"  solving  the  doubt'.  The  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost— yeas  20,  nays  21, 
as  follows : 

Teas— Messrs.  Abbott.  Adams,  Beal,  Bleiler, 
Burgess,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Cu-limau,  Denny. 
Kimball,  Morse,  I'eabodv.  Perkins,  Sweat,  Sweet- 
ser,  Thaeher.  Train,  West,  Willcutt,  Woodward 
-20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bracken,  Burditt,  Crow- 
ley, Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Jennings. 
Kent,  Loring.  Molev.  Tease.  Powers.  Shaw,  Smith. 
Walbridge.  Warren.  We.- ton.  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Woods 
—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bearce.  Bent, 
Boardman,  Brown.  Butler.  Cawley,  Collins.  Dacey, 
Davis,  Day,  Fuller,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Hick's, 
Hine,  Huiinewell,  Leach,  Long,  Martin,  McCarty, 
Minot,  Mooney,  Xoye-,  Page.  Pray.  Putnam,  Rus- 
sell, Sibley,  Spragu'e,  Weston,  X.  S.  Wilbur— 31. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications 
for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— As  this  matter  has 
gone  back  to  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
I  move  to  lay  this  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — 1  believe  this  is  a  separ- 
ate order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  (not  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings) to  advertise  for  new  plans  and  proposals  in 
order  to  settle  definitely  the  question  whether 
building.?  on  a  new  plan  can  be  erected  at  less 
cost  than  those  proposed  by  the  plans  submitted 
for  your  approval. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  see  that  there 
is  any  objeet  in  advertising  for  plans  and  specifi- 
cations until  we  get  an  answer  from  the  directors. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  order  implies  new  plans,  dif- 
ferent from  those  that  we  have,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  was  content  for  it  to 
lie  upon  the  table.  If  not,  I  shall  oppose  its  pas- 
sage for  st.bstantiallv  the  same  rea  ous  given  on 
the  other  matter  before  the  Council.  It  author- 
izes the  committee  to  advertise  for  plans  and  spe- 
cifications for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
farm.  Xow  we  have  plans  approved  by  the  di- 
rectors. While  I  think  the  directors  have  no  great- 
er capacity  for  selecting  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  than  other  business  men,  I  do  think  that  af- 
ter they  have  had  plans  made  with  great  care,  af- 
ter they  have  got  plans  which  exactly  answer  their 
want-,  so  that"  the  problem  is  reduced  to  nothing. 


so  far  as  the  plans  are  concerned,  it  is  idle 
to  advertise  for  others  to  be  brought  in  from  the 
general  architectural  market,  if  one  may  so  ex- 
press it;  here  is  something  on  which  you  can  rely 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  directors.  'These  plans 
and  specifications  have  been  gone  through  with 
from  beginning  to  end  most  carefully  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  wherever  »riy  expense  could  be  saved 
it  has  been  made  with  a  great  care  and  scrutiny 
that  is  rarely  brought  to  a  work  of  this  kind.  As  I 
said  before,  the  economy  of  this  committee  is 
one  of  the  things  that  'lost  the  Austin  farm 
a  vote,  because  the  Home  for  the  Poor  was  not 
going  to  be  so  magnificent  a  place  as  the  directors 
would  like  to  have  it.  The  question  is  whether 
you  are  going,  by  delay,  to  get  anything  that 
would  suit  you.  If  you  have  any  eonfidencein  the 
directors  with  regard  to  a  site,  you  should  have 
ten  thousand  times  more  confidence  in  their  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  plans  for  the  building. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  BEFEBEED. 

By  Mr.  Thaeher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Whit- 
tier  Machine  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  coiner  Hampshire  and  Culvert  streets. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Coleman 
Foley  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  on 
Silver  street.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  Matthew 
Bowles  et  al.,  for  further  protection  from  fire  in 
Ward  17.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department. 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Company  A,  Fust  Battalion  of  Light 
Artillery,  M.  V.  M,,"  for  a  new  armory— Report 


pose— the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Depart- 
ment being  only  sufficient  to  cover  the  ordinary 
expenses  for  the  year  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

THE  WASTE  OF    WATER . 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  presented  the  following : 
City  of  Boston,  City  Hall,        ) 
cochituate  water  board  office,  j 
Sept.  17, 1874.     ) 

To  the  City  Council— In  reply  to  your  order  of 
June  25,  1874,  relating  to  the  waste  of  water,  after 
a  thorough  investigation  and  consultation  with 
the  Water  Registrar,  we  can  see  no  way  with  the 
present  powers  of  the  board  by  which  any  consid- 
eiable  amount  of  waste  can  lie  stopped.  We  be- 
lieve if  the  powers  of  the  Water  Board  were  ex- 
tended so  that  they  could  in  a  measure  control 
the  fixtures,  and  discriminate  in  the  rates  for  the 
various  uses,  that  a  great  saving  could  be  made. 
We  do  not  believe  it  will  be  possible  with  the  pres- 
ent powers  of  the  board  to  keep  up  a  supply  of 
water  during  an  ordinarily  dry  season;  although 
the  present  is  an  extraordinarily  wet  season,  the 
lake  is  some  four  feet  below  high-water  mark,  and 
falling  at  the  rate  of  one  inch  every  day. 

Appended  to  this  is  the  Water  Registrar's  report 
which  gives  his  views  on  the  subject. 

Edward  P.  Wilbur,  President  pro  tern. 
Office  of  the  Water  Registrar,  ) 
City  Hall, 
BOSTOX,  July  29,  1874.     ) 

Thomas  Goain,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitter on  Water  Jiee/ixtrar's  Department:  Dear 
Sir— In  response  to  the  following  older,  passed  by 
the  City  Council,. June  25.  1874.  and  referred  to  the 
Water '  Registrar,  namely,  that  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  lie  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
City  Council  what  action  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council  is  desirable  to  enable  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  prevent  the  waste  of  water,— I 
would  respectfully  report,  that  the  fullest 
response  which  this  department  has  been 
able  to  make  to  the  above  order  of  the 
City  Council,  June  25,  1874,  will  be  found, 
with  ample  detail  and  illustration,  in  two 
recent  reports  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit, and  which  are  in  print — the  first,  under  date 
January  7,  1874,  and  the  last,  under  date  May 
30, 1874."    In'the  last  a  condensed  statement  of  the 
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means  to  prevent  waste  by  the  water  authorities 
of  Liverpool,  England,  was  presented,  together 
with  the  highly  satisfactory  results  attained,  and 
these  were  mainly  due  to  the  increased  and  almost 
full  control  which,  by  act  of  Parliament,  hail  lieen 
given  the  respective  water  boards  of  England,  to 
meet  effectually  the  entire  sources  of  waste  of 
water  supply.  .Respectfully  referring  the  Water- 
Board  to  the  above  named  documents  and  com- 
ing at  once  to  the  response  demanded  by  the 
order  to  the  question,  namely.  What  action 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  is  desir- 
able to  enable  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  prevent  the  waste  of  water?  the  Registrar 
would  most  respectfully  submit  that  in  his  opinion 
no  measures  for  the  prevention  of  waste  which 
stop  short  of  placing  the  entire  control  of  all 
water  fixtures  now  in  use  or  hereafter  to  be  used 
for  Cochituate  water  in  the  hands  of  the  Water 
Board  can  be  relied  upon.  It  is  not  his  province 
to  speak  upon  what  may  be  deemed  under  all  cir- 
cumstances the  legal  relation  between  the  city 
and  its  water  takers,  but  if  some  further  control 
over  the  water  fixtures  could  be  granted  to  the 
proper  department,  the  permanent  safety  and  re- 
liability of  our  water  supply  would  he  greatly  in- 
creased. Inspection  is  desirable  ami  must  be  al- 
ways kept  up,  but  the  real  remedy  for  the  inor- 
dinate waste  of  water  lies  back  of  even  the  possi- 
bility of  the  most  thorough  inspection.  The  great 
cause  of  waste  i-  not  only  chargeable  to  the  indif- 
ference of  water  consumers  to  the  sub'ect,  but  to 
a  bad  system  of  water  fixtures  originally  put  in, 
with  no  regard  to  economy  of  water,  but  to  econo- 
my of  cost,  and  again  for  the  very  purpose  of 
waste  in  order  to  make  a  flush  of  water  accom- 
plish what  a  proper  drain  should,  or  by  a  constant 
flow  night  and  day  to  prevent  freezing ;  neither 
inspection  or  fines  can  meet  these  cases.  The  ex- 
penence  abroad  is  overwhelmingly  in  accord  with 
this  view,  and  after  trial  of  all  means  faithfully,  it 


has  come  at  last,  that  ample  power  at  the  be- 
ginning must  be  granted  and  used  in  order  to 
make  any  impression  worth  considering  upon  the 
waste  of  water.  If  in  the  judgment  of  the  City 
Copncil  the  following  measures  can  be  legally  es- 
tablished, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a 
quantity  of  water  now  wasted,  equal  to  one-quar- 
ter if  not  one-third  of  the  present  supply,  will  be 
saved  in  course  of  time,  and  thereby  preven!  the 
constantly  threatening  aspect  of  a  short  supply  of 
water. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  above  express- 
ed, I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  Water- 
Board  recommend  to  the  City  Council  the  follow- 
ing proposed  revision  of  the  ordinance  on  the  sub- 
ject of  water  rates:  First— To  inaugurate  a 
plumbers"  license  system.  Second— The  absolute 
approval  by  the  Water  Board  of  all  water  fixtures 
hereafter  to  be  put  in.  Third— A  prohibitory  rate 
for  all  objectionable  styles  of  water  closets,  hop- 
pers, etc.,  etc.,  ten  dollars  each.  Fourth— Urinals 
from  three  to  six  dollars  each;  bath  tubs  from 
three  to  five  dollars.  Fifth— A  commensurate  rate 
for  hand  hose,  from  five  to  fifty  dollars. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  F.  Davis, 

Water  Registrar. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

NOTICE  OF  VACANCY. 


anil  that  they  be  requested  to  issue  their  warrant 
for  an  election  to  till  said  vacancy. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    31.    1874. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-four  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  session, 
and  forty  for  the  same  court,  second  session. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police— Charles  F.  Harwood,  New  Era 
Hall;  Henry  D.  Lampman,  District  Telegraph 
Company. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Charles  H.  Moseley. 


Chief  Marshal,  for  the  City  Council  to  witness  the 
parade  of  the  Roman  Catholic  temperance  socie- 
ties on  October  10th.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Michael 
P.  McCartv,  resigning  the  position  of  Clerk  in 
Ward  7.    Placed  on  file. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency  of 

constructing  sewers  were  considered,  as  follows: 
Extension  of  sewer  from  Dorchester  avenue  oppo- 
site Commercial  street,  in  an  easterly  direction ; 
and  of  building  sewers  in  Centre  street,  between 
Pynehon  and  Highland  streets,  and  in  Highland 
street,  between  Centre  and  Vale  streets;  and  in 
Sawyer  street,  at  the  junction  of  Lenox  street. 
No  one  appearing  to  object,  the  orders  weie  sev- 
erally recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  William 
A.  Simmons  et  a?.,  officers  of  the  Republican  Ward 
and  City  Committee,  that  rooms  be  provided  for 
caucuses  and  meetings  of  citizens  for  use  the 
present  season,  in  the  several  wards  where  there 
are  no  such  rooms  at  the  present  time. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Harris  &  Co. 
et  al.,  merchants  and  citizens,  that  a  license  be 
given  to  John  E.  Hurn  to  run  a  line  of  coaches 
from  the  Albany  Denot  through  Kingston,  Otis, 
Devonshire  and '"Washington  streets,  to  Haymar- 
ket  square,  thence  through  Merrimac  and  Friend 
streets  to  the  Low  ell  and  Eastern  depots,  with  a 
right  to  use  adjoining  streets  during  any  inter- 
ruption of  travel  in  the  streets  above  mentioned. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  approval  of  ar- 
mory at  corner  of  Cambridge  and  South  Russell 
streets. 

Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  a  room  for 
"headquarters." 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Proprietors  of  T  wharf,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  below  grade  on  Atlantic  avenue,  at 
head  of  T  wharf. 

A.  C.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Boylston  avenue,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

David  L.  Toppan,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  lot  between  North  Beacon 
and  Market  streets. 

C.  Menslangs,  for  leave  to  occupy  brick  stable 
for  two  horses  on  corner  of  First  and  B  streets. 

W.  H.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  two  horses  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17. 

Michael  Cleary,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Charles  street,  near  Baker 
street,  Ward  17. 

C.  E.  Sparhawk,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Murdock,  near  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  19. 

M.  S.  P.  Pollard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Savin  Hill  avenue,  corner 
of  Midland  street. 

Robert  F.  Ricker,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  two  horses  on  Anawan  avenue,  near 
Central  Station,  Ward  17. 

National  Tube  Works  Company,  for  leave  to 
move  and  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses 
on  Edmonds  wharf.  Ward  1. 

John  H.  Wright,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for 
six  horses  on  land  in  rear  of  Foster  'street,  Ward 
19. 


W.  P.  Newman,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Warren,  near  Quincy 
street,  Ward  14. 

Thomas  Gogin,  remonstrance  against  the  erec- 
tion of  stables  on  Eighth  street,  near  G  street,  by 


to  build  his  stable  on  (  oluinbia  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Merriam  &  Phil- 
brook  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  in  the  rear  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  be  widened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  Wil- 
lard  S.  Allen,  that  accommodation  be  provided 
for  the  Chambers-street  evening  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Daniel Eldredge, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  e  >rner  of  Metro- 
politan avenue  and  Poplar  street,  Ward  17. 

Thomas  J.  Fitzpatrick  et  al.,  that  Athens  street 
be  paved  with  wood  from  B  to  C  street. 

James  Guild  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, from 
Dudley  to  Guild  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

John  D.  Campbell  et  a?.,  for  sidewalks  on  Eutaw 
street,  from  Brooks  to  White  street. 

M.  E.  Webb  et  al.,  that  Washington  street,  from 
Waltham  to  Newton  street,  be  paved  with  gran- 
ite blocks. 

William  Gorman  et  al.,  that  I  street,  from  Sixth 
to  Eighth  streets,  be  macadamized  or  paved  with 
wood,  and  that  the  gutters  on  the  southeast  corner 
of  I  and  East  .'sixth  streets  be  paved. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
extend  its  locations  in  South  Boston,  by  connect- 
ing with  the  track  now  laid  on  Eighth  street  an 
additional  track  in  K  street,  between  Eighth 
street  and  Sixth  street,  and  in  Sixth  street  a 
double  track  to  P  street,  and  in  P  street  a  double 
track  to  connect  with  the  track  now  laid  on 
Fourth  street. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Inspector  of  Buildings.  Communication  re- 
porting that  the  bottoms  of  the  cellars  of  the  fol- 
lowing buildings  are  below  grade  12:  No.  276 
Beacon  street,  F.  C.  Bacon,  owner,  12  inches;  No. 
529  Beacon  street,  Fred  Pope,  owner,  24  inch- 
es; Nos.  317  and  319  Marlborough  street,  D.  W. 
Beckler,  owner,  18  inches.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Chief  of  Police.  Communication  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  July  27,  transmitting  the  names 
of  "owners  or  occupants  ot  buildings  from  tlie 
roofs  or  sides  of  which  water  is  discharged  into 
the  public  stree's  so  as  to  interfere  with  public 
safety  or  convenience"  who  have  been  notified 
to  alter  or  repair  the  gutters  and  water  conduc- 
tors. Many  persons  who  have  been  so  notified 
have  already  complied  with  the  order,  and  others 
are  now  doing  so.  The  list  embraces  over  ten 
thousand  names.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Whittier  Machine  Company,  Col- 
man  Foley,  and  Matthew  Bolles  et  al.,  and' report 
of  Coehituate  Water  Board  on  waste  water.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  a  new 
armory  for  Company  A,  First  Artillery.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  giving  notice  of  vacancy  in  Common 
Council  by  decease  of  Hillman  1).  Barnes,  with  a 
request  that  a  warrant  may  be  issued  for  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  No.  11,  at  their 
wardroom,  Concord  street,  onWednesdav.  the  30th 
day  of  September,  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
member  of  the  Common  Council  in  place  of  Hill- 
man  B.  Barnes,  deceased.  The  polls  to  be  kept 
open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed. 

THE  DEDHAM  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  raise 
the  buildings  on  the  territory  bounded  by  Wash- 
ington street,  Harrison  avenue,  Maiden  aiid  East 
Canton  streets,  to  a  grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet 
above  mean  low  water,  and  to  fill  up  the  cellars, 
back  yards,  and  passageways  on  said  territory  to  a 
grade  of  twelve  feet  abov.">  mean  low  water",  and 
to  assess  the  cost  of  said  work  upon  the  owners 
of  the  estates  on  said  territory. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
read  twice  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hall — Is  it  intended  to  petition  for 
authority,  as  is  now  being  done  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  to  make  the  owners  pay  for 
ti  1 1  i 1 1 ■_•  up  the  streets? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  meaning  of  the  order  is 
conveyed  in  the  reading  of  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  do  not  know  but  that  is  a 
good  answer  to  the  question,  and  does  the  gentle- 
man credit;  but  perhaps  the  community  will  un- 
deistand  the  answer  better  than  this  Board.  This 
matter  was  brought  up  at  my  suggestion,  and 


erty  owners,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
gentleman  makes  the  answer  lie  does. 

Alderman  Cutter— Perhaps  I  do  not  know  to 
what  the  gentleman  alludes.  It  is  news  to  me 
that  this  matter  appears  here  at  his  instigation. 
A  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  and  this 
is  their  report.  The  committee  cannot  control 
the  enactment  of  the  law.  The  petitioners  may 
have  a  word  to  say  about  that.  The  law  under 
which  the  Northanioton—treet  district  i-  being 
filled  is  different  from  that  under  which  the  Sui- 
folk-street  district  was  raised.  "We  cannot  say 
what  kind  of  a  law  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  KAILROAD   IN  STATE  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  for  himself 
and  Alderman  Power,  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving,  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  to  allow  its 
tracks  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonshire  streets 
for  the  present. 

Alderman  Peters— I  suppose  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  give  my  reasons  for  not  joining  with  the 
majority  of  tiie  committee.  [The  Alderman  read 
the  order  passed  April  27,  giving  permission  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  lay  down  a 
temporary  track  in  Washington,  State  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  which  was  passed  in  pursuance  of  a 
petition  filed  April  3.]  The  city  having  expend- 
ed several  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  extend 
"Washington  street,  this  company  was  given 
superior  facilities  for  getting  its  patrons  to  the 
centre  of  the  city  than  heretofore,  and  their  tracks 
having  been  laid  therein,  this  Board  on  August 
17  passed  an  order  directing  the  removal 
of  the  temporary  tracks  in  Washington, 
State  and  Devonshire  streets  within  four- 
teen days.  [The  Alderman  read  the  order  re- 
ferred to.]  Nothing  was  done  about  this ;  no  word 
was  sent  to  the  Paving  Committee  :uitil  three 
weeks  had  elapsed.  On  the  10th  of  September  a 
Vote  was  passed  in  the  Committee  on  Paving  to 
report  an  order  to  this  Board  directing  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  to  remove  the  tracks  at  the 
expense  of  the  railroad.  Then  came  the  petition 
of  the  railroad  to  allow  the  tracks  to  remain,  on 
which  the  committee  gave  them  a  hearing.  One 
reason  they  gave  was  the  expense  ;  that  the  track 
was  laid  to  be  permanent,  in  spite  of  the  order 
that  it  was  to  be  only  temporary;  the  pavement 
had  been  taken  up  the  whole  w'i<  1th  of  the  street. 
and  the  expense  increased  thirty -three  percent. 
They  said  it  was  a  long  way  around  Sudbury  to 
State  street,  and  they  wauled  ihis  track  to  con-, 
nect  with  the  track  in  Washington  Micet. although 
they  do  not  mean  to  abandon  the  location  in  Sud- 
bury street.  They  also  said  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  track  when  the  Old  State  House 
is  removed,  but  I  think  it  will  be  some  time 
before  that  occurs  as  the  city  is  receiv- 
ing $26,000  rent  from  the  building  and  some 
of  the  leases  have  a  year  to  run.  Another  reason 
they  gave  was  that'  the  track  will  do  no  harm 
there,  and  they  brought  a  witness  to  show  that 
heavy   teams   coming    up    State    street    put  one 

wheel    in    the  tra<  k  ami    make    the  ascent    i e 

easilv.  Tin- width  of  Stan-  -fed  ;,i  thai  point  is 
33  feet  and  0-10;  the  roadway  is  lit  feet  and  L'-IO 
wide;  the  distance  from  the  curbstone  to  the 
nearest  rail  is  1  foot  and  8-10,  and  to  the  outer 
curbstone  6  feet  and  9-10.  So  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  a  team  coming  no  with  one  wheel  in  the 
track  to  be  passed  bv  one  going  down.  They  said 
that  when  they  would  have  to  close  their  track  in 
Sudbury  street  their  passengers  will  be  unwilling  to 
be  landed  at  Brattle  street.  Now,  the  Board  have 
allowed  them  to  run  a  portion  of  their  cars  through 
Washington  street  to  lioylston  street.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  switch  at  Brattle  street  to  the  cor- 
ner of  Cornhill  and  Washington  street  is  125  feet; 
from  the  switch  at  Brattle  street,  through 
Washington     street,     to     the     head     of     State 


street,  410  feet;  and  from  the  same  s.vitch 
through  Devonshire  street  to  State  street 
track,  454  teet— showing  the  distance  the  people 
of  Charlestown  will  have  to  go  to  get  to  the  cen- 
tre of  business.  I  think  that  all  these  reasons— 
the  width  of  State  street  particularly,  and  chietly 
the  terms  on  which  the  track  was  laid— are  suffi- 
cient cause .for  not  allowing  the  order  of  Sept.  14 
to  be  revoked. 

Alderman  Cutter— My  associate  uses  the  weighty 
argument  that,  because  this  company  put  down  a 
thorough  and  substantial  track,  they  should  be 
obliged  to  remove  it,  and  that  because  the  order 
said  it  was  to  be  a  temporary  track.  I  say  it  is  to 
the  credit,  of  the  company  to  put  down  the  track 
as  well  as  they  did,  even  if  it  was  not  to  remain 
thirty  days.  It  is  no  discredit  to  them,  and  it  cost 
us  nothing.  The  gentleman  has  taken  pains  to 
make  an  estimate  and  prepare  himself  to  set  this 
subject  before  you.  Nobody  has  petitioned  us  to 
remove  it.  We  can  make  them  take  up  that  track 
at  any  moment.  This  report  only  allows  the  track 
to  remain  "for  the  present."  If  any  body  of  pe- 
titioners come  up  and  ask  to  have  it  removed  it 
can  he  done;  but  nobody  asks  for  it.  The  com- 
pany only  ask  that  it  remain  for  the  present.  I  do 
not  see  but  very  little  harm  from  the  tracks  re- 
maining there,  even  if  the  State  House  is  not  re- 
moved within  a.  year  from  now.  If  nobody  asks 
to  have  the  track  removed,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  done. 

Alderman  Peters— The  order  directing  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets  to  remove  the  tracks 
would  have  been  reported  to  this  Board  had  not 
the  company  asked  to  have  it  delayed  until  they 
could  put  tlie  petition  in.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  1  was  called  away  to  make  a  quorum  in 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  last  thing  I 
heard  the  chairman  say  was  th.it  lie  hail  heard  of 
a  horse  falling  on  the.tr'ack  by  the  Old  State  House. 
I  thought  there  would  be  some  consultation  on 
the  subject,  but  had  not  much  more  than  left 
when  the  vote  in  ta.vor  of  this  report  was  passed 
unanimously  by  tho-e  who  remained. 

Alderman  Cutter— AVhen  I  am  on  a  committee 
and  the  petitioners  appear  before  me  I  always 
take  the  opposite  side  of  the  case  and  argue"it 
that  way,  but  I  do  not.  make  up  my  mind  until  the 
petitioners  leave.  It  does  not  become  any  chair- 
man of  a  committee  to  make  up  his  mind  before  a 
case  is  through.  The  gentleman  left  the  commit- 
tee without,  any  solicitation  on  my  part,  and  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  stop.  We  went  on 
just  the  same  as  if  we  had  had  the  honor  of  his 
presence. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  who  differs 
from  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  this  case 
states  that  the  railroad  company  was  ordered  by 
this  Board  to  take  up  its  track  and  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  it.  That  was  satisfactorily  explained  by 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  road,  who  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  was  absent  from  the  city  and 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
this  track  so  soon;  he  was  not  here  or  he  would 
have  taken  notice  of  the  order  that  was  sent  him. 
He  came  to  the  committee  as  soon  as  he  heard  we 
were  deliberating  on  the  subject  and  said  they  were 
ready  to  remove  the  track  forthwith,  if  ordered 
to  do  so,  but  he  asked  for  time  to  petition  this 
board.  We  gave  him  time,  considering  that  such 
action  was  prudent,  as  long  as  nobody  bad  asked 
to  have  the  track  lemoved.  They  asked  to  have 
the  tracks  remain  there  until  they  car,  arrange  to 
have  their  other  tracks  permanently  located.  They 
propose  to  ask  the  privilege  of  making  some 
changes,  and  until  theii  plans  can  be  hilly  matured 
they  hope  this  petition  will  be  granted.'  I  there- 
fore hope  the  report  of  the  majority  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  Hall— We  granted  this  company 
leave  to  lay  a  teinporaiy  track  in  State  and  Dev- 
onshire street- ,  ami  it  'now  appears  that  we  or- 
dered them  to  take  it  up,  which  they  did  not  do 
on  account  of  the  president  being  absent  from  the 
city.  Now  the  matter  comes  back  to  us  with  two 
reports,  one  written  and  one  verbal,  and  to  give 
us  all  time  to  look  into  the  subject,  1  move  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table  lor  one  week. 

Alderman  Power— If  this  Board  grants  this  pe- 
tition today  it  can  be  annulled  at  any  time  this 
Board  desires,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  laying 
the  report  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Hall— I  have  yet  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man give  an''  reason  why  it,  should  not  he  laid  on 
the  table.  This  subject  has  been  three  times  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  he.  knowing  all  the  par- 
ticulars, refuses  the  rest  of  the  members  time  to 
examine  into  it.    While  I  propose  to  give  horse 
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railroads  all  necessary  facilities  for  transacting 
their  business,  I  do  riot  believe  the  people  will 
bear  us  out  in  allowing  them  access  to  every  street 
and  way  in  the  city.  Having  given  them  the  right 
to  lay  a  temporary  track  in  one  stieet,.  I  do  not 
believe  it  should*  be  allowed  to  remain  there 
permanently.  If  there  is  any  right  the  citizens 
have,  it  is  the  right  of  highway.  But  by  this 
course  you  deny  them  that.  Shall  this  committee 
say  we  shall  not  have  time  to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter? I  hope  this  Board  will  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost  by  a  tie, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Alderman 
Power. 

Teas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Biooks,  Cutter,  Emery,  Power, 
Stebbins  and  Woi tliington— 6. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  company  does  rot  pro- 
pose to  use  these  tracks  ;  they  simply  ask  leave  to 
have  them  remain  there  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Hall— That  opens  the  whole  question 
and  leaves  it  where  the  public  should  know  where 
it  is.  The  corporation  were  given  a  temporary 
track  there,  and  having  obtained  it  they  propose 
to  leave  it  there  and  not  use  it.  What  do  you  pro- 
pose to  do?— to  fill  our  streets  with  railroad  tracks 
and  keep  them  theie?  Is  that  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving?  If  the  company  need  the 
track  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  let  it 
remain;  if  not,  order  it  to  be  removed  forthwith. 

The  report  was  accepted— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigclow,  Brooks,  Cutter,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins—  8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Hah,  Peters,  Worthing- 
ton — 4. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

By  Alderman  Cutter  for  the  same  committee- 
Report  that  the  order  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fill 
up  a  hole  at  the  corner  of   Boston  and  Hamlet 
streets.  Ward  16,  ought  to  pass. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Warren  avenue  from  City  square 
to  Warren  Bridge,  rharlestown,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $8000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  in  front  of  the  estate  owned  by 
the  city  of  Boston  on  Washington  street,  Ward 
19,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  crossings  on  Regent  and 
Akron  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Order  to  pay  Eliza  J.  Heard  §200  for  damages  on 
account  of  change  of  grade  of  Washington  street, 
Ward  19,  by  order  of  Selectmen  of  Brighton  in 
1873. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Sarah  Follan,  for 
herself  and  a-  guardian  of  her  minor  children,  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  dollars,  in  consideration  of  her 

f;iving  to  the  city  the  right  to  build  and  maintain 
orever  the  footing  or  foundation  courses  of  a  re- 
taining wall  on  her  land  abutting  on  Seaverns 
avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Warren  avenue  from  War- 
ren Bridge  to  City  square  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  and  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pave  on  said  avenue  the  space  occupied 
by  its  tracks  with  small  granite  blocks;  said  work 
to  De  done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 
Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Charles  H.  Merrill  for 
compensation  due  him  as  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department.    Accepted. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on 
Bridges- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Neponset  Bridge,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  SIOOO;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 
Read  twice  and  i 


WOOD  PAVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  in- 
structed to  accept  the  bid  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Morong  for 
paving  Devonshire  street,  from  State  to  Milk 
streets,  with  carbolized  wood. 

Alderman  Peters— I  offer  that  order  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  This  Board  passed 
an  order  for  the  paving  of  Devonshire  street  from 
State  to  Milk  street  with  wood.  Dr.  Mo- 
rong's  bid  was  §1.87  per  square  yard  for 
carbolized  wood;  Dr.  Morong  and  Mr. 
Warren  each  bid  §2.07  per  square  yard  for 
bumettized  wood,  and  .Mr.  Warren  si.  i;:>.  for  natural 
wood.  As  the  records  of  the  committee  show,  Mr. 
Cutter  moved  to  accept  the  bid  of  Mr.  Warren  for 
natural  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote  stood  1  for, 
2  against.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Al- 
derman Power]  then  moved  that  the  Dr.  Morong 
and  Mr.  Warren  be  notified  to  make  new  bids  for 
laying  bumettized  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote 
stood  1  for  and  2  against.  I  then  moved 
that  the  contract  be  given  to  Dr.  Morong 
for  carbolized  wood,  and  on  that  the  vote 
stood  1  to  2,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
to  a  dead  lock.  But  the  subject  is  not  at  a 
dead  lock  in  Devonshire  street.  Property  owners 
are  running  around  asking  what  is  to  be  done. 
People  have  been  to  me  and  they  want  something 
done.  The  Aldennan  from  Ward  12  believes  in 
bumettized  wood;  the  Aldesman  from  Ward  6 
does  not  believe  in  wood  pavement  in  streets 
which  are  much  Travelled,  but  prefers  the  natural 
wood  to  that  treated  by  either  of  the  other  pro- 
cesses. I  do  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  I  prefer 
carbolized  wood,  as  :t  will  save  the  city  6500.  An- 
other reason  with  me  was  that  we  have  voted  to 
pave  Kilby  street  with  bumettized  wood,  and  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  pave 
two  parallel  streets,  where  there  will  be  very 
much  the  same  kind  of  travel,  with  wood  treated 
by  different  processes,  in  order  that  citizens  may 
see  for  themselves  which  is  the  better  method  of 
paving,  and  which  will  be  preserved  longer  from 
decay.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  order  will  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  has  stated  the 
position  of  the  committee  substantially.  I  am  op- 
posed to  wood  pavement  on  streets  u  here  there  is 
so  much  passing  as  on  Devon-hire  street.  If  we 
are  to  put  down  wooden  pavement,  which  I  think 
is  a  waste  of  money,  then  I  propose  to  waste  as 
little  money  as  possible.  An  order  came  to  the 
committee  to  pave  Kilbv  street  with  bumettized 
wood,  which  1  shall  comply  with.  But  this  order- 
did  not  say  bumettized  or  carbolized  wood,  but 
allows  the  committee  to  use  any  kind  of  wood. 
And  I  favor  natural  wood  because  "it  will  save  the 
city  over  a  thousand  dollars.  If  any  of 
you  have  taken  the  pains  to  take  up  this 
wood  pavement  where  there  is  a  great  amount 
of  travel,  you  have  found  that  the  wood 
splits  intos  livers;  it  is  in  fact  trampled  to 
pieces.  It  goes  to  pieces  instead  of  rotting.  Sol 
think  the  wisest  course  is  to  pave  with  natural 
wood,  which  will  last  as  long  as  anv  other  kind, 
and  be  cheaper.  When  you  purchase  bumettized 
or  caroolized  wood  you  do  not  know  what  you  are 
getting  unless  you  see  every  block  laid  down.  But 
when  you  purchase  wood  in"  its  natural  state  you 
know  what  you  arc  paying  for.  If  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  try  experiinen's  why  not  try  natural 
wood,  and  see  if  it  will  not  last  as  long  on  Devon- 
shire street  as  bumettized  wood  will  on  Kilby 
street. 

Alderman  Power— l  suppose  this  question  has 
been  very  thoroughly  discussed,  but  I  may  as 
well  say  a  word  in  explanation  of  my  posi- 
tion. As  I  have  said  before,  this  city  spent  con- 
siderable money  for  a  commission,  who  made  a 
report  that  the  only  practicable  and  the  best 
method  of  preserving  wood  rs  by  the  burnettizing 
process.  There  is  abundance  of  evidence  that 
bumettized  wood  will  last  a  great  many  years, 
white  we  all  know  that  wood  without  any  prepara- 
tions at  all  will  last  only  a  very  short  time.  I  have 
certificates  from  many  gentlemen  who  have  used 
it  Here  is  a  piece  [showing  specimen]  used  by 
Mr.  Francis  of  Lowell,  which  was  taken  from  a 
bridge  where  it  had  been  used  twentv  years.  An- 
other piece  here  laid  in  a  damp  cellar  from  lsnti 
to  1873,  and  when  taken  up  it  was  as  sound  as 
when  it  was  put  down.  It  is  an  impossibility  to 
put  down  wood  and  preserve  it  a  fourth  of  that 
time  without  some  preparation.  Anv  gentleman 
who  has  put  wood  down  in  wharves  knows  that  it 
is  not  expected  to  remain  in  good  condition  a  long- 
time if  it  is  in  the  natural  state.     While  in  conver- 
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sation  a  few  month*  ago  with  a  gentleman  con- 
nected with  a  horse  railroad,  he  told  me  it  is  uni- 
versally used  l.y  them,  and  he  had  taken  up  a 
piece  which  had  been  down  eighteen  years,  and 
the  only  reason  lor  taking  it  up  was  that  the  con- 
stant pounding  of  the  cars  upon  it  hail  got  it  out 
of  shape.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  going 
into  any  more  experiments.  I  hope 'that  order 
will  not  pass,  and  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  he  di- 
re ted  to  pave  Devonshire  street,  from  State  to 
Milk  street,  with  burncttized  wood. 

Alderman  Stebbins  sugge.-ted  the  addition  of 
the  words  "at  a  price  nor  exceeding  $2. 07  per 
square  yard,"  which  Alderman  Power  'agreed  to, 
and  amended  his  order  accordingly. 

Alderman  Peters— I  have  seen  testimony  to  show 
that  unless  wood  is  thoroughly  burnettized  the 
carbolizing  is  the  belter  process. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  will  also  offer  an  amend- 
ment, because,  if  we  advertise  for  the  burnett- 
ized wood  alone,  we  shall  have  to  pay  more  for  it. 
"We  know  that  by  experience.  We  will  have  to 
pay  s2.os.  ■-  square  yard,  but  if  we  advertise  for 
various,  other  processes,  they  will  place  it  very 
much  below  that.  So  you  see  there  is  some  sort 
of  cheating  in  this  matter.  I  offer  the  following 
as  an  amendment : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  di- 
rected to  pave  Devonshire  street,  from  Milk  to 
State  street,  with  wood. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  Alderman  wrll  remem- 
ber that  lumber  has  fallen  in  price,  he  must  see 
that  is  the  reason  we  get  it  cheaper.  If  this  mat- 
ter goes  back  to  the  committee,  I  will  agree  to 
vote  against  ir  if  there  is  any  attempt  to  get  up  a 
combination  on  it. 

Alderman  Hall— In  how  many  places  is  this 
burnettizing  done  ? 

Alderman  Cutter — I  am  unable  to  answer  that 
question. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  I  can,  and  I  believe 
there  is  but  one  place  in  New  England.  It  is  a 
monopoly  in  ,he  strongest  sense  of  the  word,  and 
that  is  the  meaning  of  the  whole  thing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Alderman  Cutter's 
amendment,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hal'— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Pigelow,  <  lark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Peters,  Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  then 
adopted— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  'Clark,  Emery,  Harris,  Power, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Pigelow,  brooks.  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters— 5. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  for,  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— W.  W.  Newton,  538 
Washington  street;  (.(wen  Cunghliii,  5  Way  street. 

Licenses  to  deal  in  Second  Hand  Articles 
Granted— 3!.  Jacobs,  2:;  Salem  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted-  Ebenezer  Brewster,  for 
a  hack  stand  at  corner  of  Richmond  and  North 
streets. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  Wilkms  &  Co., 
Eastern  Railroad  Depot;  Chailes  F.  I  laiiiburger, 
Ninth  street,  near  Old  Harbor  wharf;  A'.  M.Dunn 
(Charlestown  express);  George  L.  Dixon  and  six 
others  (transfers). 

Minors'  Applications  Granted  — Three  boot- 
blacks; ten  newsboys. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  — Andrews  Ander- 
son, 200  Atlantic  avenue;  Elizabeth  Zittnl,  1700 
Washington  stieet;  Chailes  I',.  Stuart,  86  Union 
street;  Charles  F.  (  lark,  2.S4  Atlantic  avenue ;  Mi- 
chael Mahoney,  171  Hanover  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused  William  Haney, 
17.38  Washington  street;  James  O'Neil,  65  South 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Retused— John  Jones,  43 
Howard  stieet. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Josephine  Mills,  75 
Hanover  street. 

Ordered,  J'hat  the  innholder's  license  granted 
on  Aug.  18, 1874,  to  Livingston  &  Wilder,  at  21 
Kneeland  street,  lie  revoked,  for  cause. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— Henry  M.  Snell 
removed  from  5  Peinberton  square  to  131  Devon- 
shire street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— S.  E.  Jenkins,  to 
give  concert  at.  Lyceum  Hall,  Oct.  15;  W.  B.  Story, 
to  give  concert  by  the  Wayland   Institute  singers 


at  Tremont  Temple,  Sept.  21  and  22 ;  "Tom  Thumb" 
troupe,  to  give  exhibitions  at  Brighton  and  Tre- 
mont Temple. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  innholder's  license  granted 
on  Aug.  18,  1874,  to  Livingston  &  Wilder,  at  21 
Kneeland  street,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  F.  H.  Wellington  for  leave 
to  establisn  a  line  of  omnibuses,  with  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  F.  H-  Wel- 
lington to  run  an  omnibus  through  the  following 
streets  of  this  city,  viz.:  From  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Depot,  through  Federal,  Kneeland, 
Lincoln,  Beach,  Albany,  Eliot,  Pleasant  and  Boyls- 
ton  streets  to  Dartmouth  street,  and  return  over 
the  same  route;  the  rate  per  passenger  not  to  ex- 
ceed ten  cents  each  way. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Peters, 
Alderman  Bigelow  stated  that  the  line  of  omni- 
buses was  mainly  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
pupils  of  the  Chauncy  Hall  School,  and  that  they 
would  start  from  tne  Boston,  Haitford  &  Erie 
Depot. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
STKEET  PEDLERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Hogg,  Broun  &  Taylor, 
McDewell  rX:  Adams,  and  many  others,  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  public  streets  caused 
by  the  location  of  temporary  stands  therein  for 
the  sale  of  fruit  and  other  articles,  having  care- 
fully considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report:  The  petitioners  rep- 
resent two  classes,  —  first,  those  who  hire 
places  of  business,  pay  taxes  on  their  stock 
and  sell  the  same  articles  which  are  offered 
by  the  street  venders  who  ;>ay  neither  rent  nor 
taxes;  second,  those  who  claim  that  their  business 
is  interfered  with  by  the  obstruction  which  these 
temporary  stands  oiler  to  public  travel. 

Those  who  remonstrate  against  the  prohibition 
of  this  street  traffic  represent  that  it  is  for  the 
public  benefit  to  permit  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
stre 

fruit,   at   r. 

classes;  and  that  if  a  proper  discrimination  is  ex- 
ercised in  granting  such  use  many  poor  persons 
can  earn  a  living  who  would  otherwise  have  to  be 
supported  at  the  public  charge. 

It  is  evident  from  this  brief  statement  for  and 
against  the  petitioners  that  a  good  deal  may  be 
said  on  both  sides;  a  good  deal  has  been  said 
ever  since  the  city  was  large  enough  to  make  the 
establishment  of  street  stands  remunerative. 
From  time  to  time  as  this  traffic— through  lack  of 
suitable  restrictions— has  encroached  upon  the 
public  ways  or  interfered  with  established  places 
of  business,  efforts  have  been  made  to  suppress 
it,  but  without  success.  Every  large  city  iu  this 
country  and  in  Europe  has  had  a  similar  expe- 
rience; and  in  every  large  city  it  has  been  found 
expedient  to  permit  a  reasonable  use  of  the  pub- 
lic streets  anil  grounds  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  year  lsr,2  the  Child  of  Police  of  this  city 
was  directed  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  enforce 
the  ordinance  '  which  forbids  persons  standing  in 
the  streets  for  the  purpose  of  selling  artieP  s.  un- 
less duly  licensed.  The  Chief  failed  to  act  as 
directed,  and  the  Committee  on  Police  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  report  why  the  ordinance 
was  not.  enforced.  That  committee,  coiisi-ting  of 
Aldermen  Thomas  C.  Anion,  Samuel  !!.  Spinney 
and  Otis  Norcross,  submitted  a  re)  ort  in 
which  they  discussed  the  whole  subject  of 
street  traffic  in  a  spirit  of  great  fairness 
and  liberality.  The  Chief  of  police  in- 
formed them  that  he  issued  orders  10  his  offi- 
cers to  enforce  the  ordinance,  bnl  so  la:  go  a  num- 
ber of  the  most  respectable  citizens  cemonsl rated 
in  behalf  of  the   different   individual-   to  be    re- 


l5oa.nl  should  have  an  opportunity  of  weighing 
the  considerations  which  induced  him  to  hesitate, 
and  .of  determining  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
judicious  to  regulate  rather  than  to  absolutely 
prohibit.  Although  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
enforce    the      prohibition    was     unquestionable, 

doing.  They  found  reasons  for  tolerating  itiner- 
ant, venders  anil  showmen  to  some  extent  in  the 
fact  that  they  furnished  a  certain  amount  of  di- 
version to  persons  passing  along  the    streets  ;  that 
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in  many  respects  they  were  a  public  convenience; 
and  that  many  aged  women  who  had  no  other 
means  of  subsistence,  and  who,  but  for  this  in- 
dulgence, would  be  a  public  burden  in  the 
almshouse,  were  enabled  to  earn  a  slender 
pittance,  and  to  present  an  appearance  of  con- 
tentment and  cheerfulness  which  had  a  whole- 
some effect  upon  those  who  were  ungrate- 
ful for  the  superior  comforts  which  they 
enjoyed.  The  result  of  the  committee's  report 
was  to  leave  the  matter  substantially  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Chief  of  Police.  Since  that  time 
the  custom  has  obtained  of  granting  conditional 
permits  to  occupy  portions  of  the  public  streets 
or  sidewalks  where  the  abutters  do  not  object  and 
where  such  occupation  does  not  interfere  with  the 
public  safety  or  convenience.  Your  committee 
have  pursued  the  policy  established  by  their  pred- 
ecessors. They  have  endeavored  to  restrict  the 
privilege  to  those  who  were  deserving  of  it; 
and  to  keep  tlie  traffic  within  reasonable 
limits;  but  undoubtedly  there  have  been  some 
instances  where  the  privilege  has  been  obtained 
by  persons  who  were  well  able  to  hire  permanent 
places  of  business,  and  possession  lias  been  taken 
temporarily  of  places  which  inconvenienced  the 
public  travel. 

All  the  permits  granted  by  the  committee  are 
subject  to  revocation  at  any  time  on  notice  from 
the  police;  and  as  soon  as  any  well  grounded  com- 
plaint is  made  showing  an  obstruction  to  public 
travel,  or  an  improptr  use  of  the  privilege, 
it  is  withdrawn.  In  reply  to  the  complaints 
of  fruit  dealers  who  hire  permanent  places 
of  business,  it  may  be  said  that  the  sale 
of  fruit  from  stands  in  the  public  streets 
and  grounds,  or  by  persons  going  about  from 
house  to  house  has  been  peirnitted  from  time  im- 
memorial. The  statutes  do  not  require  pedlers  of 
fruit  and  provisions  to  have  a  license.  Persons 
who  hire  places  of  business  to  sell  those  articles 
do  so  with  the  full  knowledge  of  what  they  have 
to  compete  with,  and  so  long  as  the  legitimate  use 
of  the  streets  is  not  seriously  interfered  With,they 
have  no  just  cause  for  complaint.  In  most 
instances,  as  appeared  in  the  public  hear- 
ing given  by  the  committee,  the  complainants 
themselves  occupy  a  portion  of  the  public  way  in 
front  of  their  shops  for  the  display  and  sale  of 
their  stock.  The  committee  see  ho  reason  for 
changing  the  policy  which  they  have  heretofore 
pursued  in  regulating  street  verniers;  and  they 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion  th<>t  no  further  action 
is  necessary  upon  the  subject. 

ALANSON    BlGELC/W. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
Hiram  Emery. 
Committee  on  Licenses. 
Alderman  Bigelow — In  offering  this  report  I  de- 
sire to    say  that  the    committee   have  not   taken 
leave  of  tlie  subject,  but  are  engaged  in  making  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  locations,  and  will  make 
such  changes  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Alderman  Peters— I  hope  the  report  will  be  ac- 
cepted, as  I  think  that  is  a  very  sensible  conclu- 
sion to  arrive  at. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

STREET  DAMA.GES  AKD  EXTENSIONS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  orders  to  pay  for 
street  damages  as  follows:  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  sd-1,370,  widening  Shawmut  avenue 
(now  Washington  street);  Frederick  Guild,  s;«l(3, 
widening  Shawmut  avenue  (now  Washington 
street);  Charles  D.  Swain.  $689:50,  widening  of 
Washington  street  (formerly  Guild  row);  Ed- 
win Bowker  and  Charles  and  Franklin  Tor- 
rey,  $80,  widening  of  Sixth  street,  at  Foundry 
street,  in  South  ISoston;  .lames  Riley,  .'i?284.10,  Por- 
ter street.  Brighton.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Lenox  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Harrison  avenue,  presented  a  report  that  the  re- 
solve aud  order  ought  to  pass,  and  also  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying   order: 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  laying  out  and 
extending    East    Lenox    strct   from    Washington 


-A  n 


i  to  . 


for  the  improvement  of  the  Northampton-street 
district. 

Alderman  Cutler  asked  if  the  committee  pro- 
posed to  buy  land  to  lay  out  the  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  almost  all  the  land  is 
given  to  the  city,  certainly  all  that  part  from  Har- 


rison avenue  to  Read  street.  From  Rend  street  to 
Washington  street  there  are  three  or  four  estates 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  take,  as  they  are  not 
benefited  by  the  improvement.  The  improvement 
is  such  that  no  member  of  the  City  Government 
will  doubt  for  a  moment  that  it  ought  to  go 
through. 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  would  not  press  the 
order  at  this  time,  as  several  members  desired  it 
to  lie  over. 

Alderman    Stebbins  said    there  was  one  i 


why  it  should  pass  today.  Mr.  Gay,  the  contract- 
or for  filling  the  Northampton-street  district,  is 
also   the   contractor  for  filling  this  district.    He 


I  about  finished  Idling  all  the  territory  west  of 
Harrison  avenue,  and  he  cannot  do  this  as  cheap- 
ly unless  he  has  the  use  of  the  same  tracks.  It  is 
a  very  favorable  opportunity  for  the  city  to  com- 
plete this  improvement  and  the  order  should  goto 
the  Council  this  week. 

Alderman  Cutter  could  see  the  importance  of 
hastening  on  the  work,  but  thought  streets  should 
not  be  laid  out  at  an  expense  to  the  city.  If  the 
Committee  on  Streets  have  been  diligent  as  they 
can  be,  and  made  as  good  a,  trade  as  they  can,  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  the  order. 

Alderman  Hall  had  no  desire  to  delay  business, 
but  this  order  for  an  expenditure  of  S.')l>,noo  ought 
to  be  explained,  or  been  brought  in  here  in  time 
to  allow  members  tc  look  into  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  City  Document  78,  sub- 
mitted two  weeks  ago,  had  been  on  the  Alder- 
man's desk,  and  if  he  had  read  it  he  would  know- 
all  the  facts. 

Alderman  Hall  replied  that  the  rules  required 
such  orders  to  lie  over,  and  he  did  not  believe  in 
rushing  orders  through.  Although  he  was  con- 
versant with  this  matter  and  did  not  object  to  it, 
still  it  was  hardly  fair  to  rush  it  through. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  order  report- 
ed by  the  committee  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading— ti  for,  i  against—  and  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  The  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  was  then  passed. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solve and  order  from  the  Sfeet  i  'ommissioners  for 
the  extension  of  Thomdike  sheet  to  Harrison  av- 
enue, and  recommending  the  i-as-ageof  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  laying  out  and 
extending  Thorndike  street  from  Washington 
street  to  Harrison  avenue  be  charged  to  the  loan 
for  the  Northampton-street  District  Improve- 
ments. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  if  the  same  necessity 
existed  for  passing  this  order  today  as  there  was 
for  the  other. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  in  the  same  dis- 
trict as  the  other,  and  the  same  necessity  existed 
for  one  as  the  other.  Mr.  Gay  is  under  contract 
with  the  city  to  build  these  streets,  provided  he 
can  do  it  while  he  is  filling  on  the  northwesterlv 
side  of  the  Northampton- street  district,  ,'f  be 
removes  his  tracks  to  the  easterly  side,  the  city 
cannot  have  it  done  so  cheaply.  Except  two  es- 
tates on  Washington  street,  he  believed  all  the 
land  was  given  to  the  city  by  the  abutters. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  it  M-emed  to  him  that  on 
almost  every  order  from  the  ( 'ommittee  on  Streets 
a  second  reading  is  called  for  when  it  i-  intro- 
duced. He  thought  at  least  one  week  should  be 
allowed  members  to  consider  the  matter. 

Alderman  Cutter  could  see  i.o  reason  for  the  ap- 
parent haste  of  the  committee  in  such  cases  as 
that  of  the  order  to  pay  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad 
which  had  just  been  passed,  unless  it  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  city's  money.  In  this  ease  the  city,  in 
order  to  make  a  good  bargain,  must  accconimo- 
dale  Mr.  Gay. 

The  order  of  the  committee  and  the  lesolve  and 
order  from  the  Street  Commissioners  -vere  sever- 
ally read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a 
report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  William  C. 
Strong,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable  for 
twenty  horses  on  Kenrick  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  G.  W. 
Skinner  and  others,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompany  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  eanci  1  the  bond  given  by  Georgc'W. 
Skinner  and  John  T.  Ellis  for  land  'on  Camden 
street,  west  of  Tremont  street,  uponjtheir  surren- 
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deriiig  the  agreement  received  by  them  from  the 
citv  to  convey  said  land,  and  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  lie  directed  to  issue  new 
bonds  and  agreements  to  Wallace  F.  Robinson 
and  Brice  S.  Evans  in  the  sum  oi  §4606,  in  seven 
annual  payments,  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum  ;  said  bond-  and  agreements  to  be  dat- 
ed Sept.  1, 1874. 
Read  once. 

MUNICIPAL  COUBT  BOOM  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  or.  County 
Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  81500  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  authorized  for  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  rooms  for  the  Municipal  Court,  East 
Boston  ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  County  of  Suffolk.  This  sum  to- 
gether with  ]  revious  appropriations  for  tliis  court 
room  doe's  not  exceed  S5000. 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  ask  that  that  older  may  be 
laid  over.  If  there  is  to  be  no  accommodation 
from  that  court  for  the  citizens  of  that  waid,  I 
hope  no  more  improvements  will  be  made  in  the 
room.  When  this  matter  first  came  up  1  advo- 
cated the  taking  of  the  wardroom  for  a  court 
room,  because  it  would  save  the  city  the  expense 
of  providing  an  additional  room  for  the  court  in 
that  ward,  while  at  the  same  time  the  citizens  of 
both  parties  might  be  accommodated  by  the  use 
of  the  room  for  caucuses.  If  the  Judge  is  not 
going  to  allow  us  to  hold  meetings  in  that  room, 
it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  it  is  good 
policy  to  spend  additional  money  for  furnishing 
the  room. 

Alderman  Emery— I  am  willing  to  accommodate 
the  gentleman,  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  com- 
pleting the  work.  We  have  made  some  expendi- 
tures there  >inee  the  former  order  was  passed.  We 
thought  the  judgment  of  the  gentleman  correct, 
and  that  it  w'as  the  best  place  we  could  find  in 
East  Boston  for  the  court  room,  and  especially  as 
he  was  desirous  of  saving  expense.  We  made  the 
necessary  changes,  and  1  think  the  Judge  will 
consent  to  the  use  of  the  room  by  the  citizens.  If 
he  does  not  I  shall  think  we  are  not  used  right  in 
the  matter.  I  think  he  intimated  to  the 
committee  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
using  it  for  a  wardroom.  But  that  matter 
of  providing  wardrooms  where  they  do  not  have 
them  now  is  under  consideration  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  will  be  brought  up 
this  week,  and  a  hearing  will  be  had  on  petitions 
which  are  before  us.  Then  the  suggestion  of  the 
Alderman  will  be  considered.  As  to  the  sum 
named  in  this  order,  it  is  what  we  shall 
have  to  complete  the  furnishing  of  the  room 
which  was  contemplated  when  the  first  order  was 
introduced.  I  should  like  to  have  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  as  I  do  not 
think  to  let  it  lie  over  will  affect  the 
object    the    Alderman     from    Ward    1    desires. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  court  room  is  fixed  up 
now  so  nicely  that  the  Judge  says  it  is  too  good  to 
allow  voters  to  go  in  there  and  hold  meetings.  If 
that  be  the  case,  I  do  not  want  any  more  money 
spent  there.  If  citizens  cannot  have  it  once  or 
twice  during  the  year  I  doubt  the  expediency  of 
laying  out  any  more  money  on  it.  I  advocated 
I  lie  taking  of'tlns  room  because  I  thought  the 
court  might  be  held  there  and  the  place  used  as  a 
wardiooin,  which  would  save  the  city  the  expense 
of  hiring  another  room.  I  should  think  that  court 
room  is  no  better  than  the  one  over  here,  where 
they  are  allowed  to  hold  conventions;  we  certainly 
having  nothing  worse  in  our  ward  than  there  is 
over  liere.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  order  pass- 
ing if  the  committee  will  not  lay  out  any  more 
money  until  we  know  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Emery— The  committee  desire  to  ac- 
commodate the  eilizens  of  East  Boston  who  de- 
sire to  have  a  wardroom,  and  the  question  is 
whether  we  are  obliged  to  furnish  them  with 
rooms  to  hold  cam-uses  in.  That  matter  has  been 
referred  by  the  committee  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  we  shall  have  his  answer  before  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Board.  I  think  the  ordinance  is 
permissive  on  that  subject;  but  it  is  the  opinion 
of  some  persons  that  we  are  obliged  to  furnish 
places  for  citizens  to  hold  caucuses,  when  they 
apjdy  for  them.  We  shall  know  what  is  our  duty, 
and  be  able  to  communicate  it  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  this  Board.  I  see  no  object  in  letting  the 
order  lie  over,  as  it  will  not  affect  the  matter  at 
all. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  the  committee 
have  exceeded  their   appropriation   by  fitting  up 


the  room  in  too  gay  style.  The  gentleman  argued 
that  we  could  build  a  'Home  for  the  Poor  at  much 
less  cost  now  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  labor 
and  materials ;  but  this  matter  I  think  must,  be 
owing  to  extravagance. 

Alderman  Emery— Gentlemen  very  well  know 
that  when  they  overhaul  an  old  building  and  tear 
it  to  pieces  they  g(  nerally  find  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  much  more  than  they  thought  at  first. 

Alderman  Cutter — Did  you  not  make  up  your  es- 
timates for  that? 

Alderman  Emery — We  did,  but  found  it  took  a 
great  deal  more.  We  also  left  out  the  furnishing. 
The  matter  came  upon  us  veiy  suddenly,  and  it 
was  very  difficult  to  make  a  proper  estimate. 

Alderman  Cutter— Has  the  money  been  spent 
already  ? 

Alderman  Emery— It  has  not.  We  cannot  draw 
it  until  you  pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Hall— Does  it  take  the  wardrooms 
out  of  the  control  of  the  City  Government  if  you 
give  it  up  to  the  courts. 

Alderman  Emery— That  matter  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  says  the 
money  has  not  been  spent,  because  it  cannot  be 
drawn.    Has  the  debt  been  incurred? 

Alderman  Emery— We  are  doing  work  there 
which  will  make  it  necessary  to  have  the  addi- 
tional funds. 

Alderman  Peters — That  does  not  answer  my 
question. 

Alderman  Emery— We  hope  that  the  appropria- 
tion will  not  be  exceeded. 

Alderman  Peters— Then  I  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  voting  this  app.  epilation  of  S 1500  addi- 
tional. 

Alderman  Brooks— Do  the  committee  propose 
to  spend  this  money  to  the  extent  of  carpeting 
this  wardroom  before  the  question  is  settled 
whether  we  shall  have  it  for  a  ward  room? 

Alderman  Emery— We  have  had  that  matter  un- 
der consideration.  We  supposed  that  the  judge 
would  not  object  to  allowing  the  use  of  that  room 
for  ward  purposes,  and  I  think  now  there  will  not 
be  the  slightest  difficulty  about  it. 

Alderman  Power— As  f  understand  it,  this  place 
has  been  designated  as  a  ward  room  and  will  be 
used  as  such  until  this  Government  orders  to  the 
contrary. 

Alderman  Brooks— If  that  is  so  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  use  it  for  caucuses  for  both  parties.  If 
it  is  the  Recognized  wardroom,  then  we  have  a 
right  to  use  it  for  ward  caucuses. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  doubt  but  that  is 
the  correct  position. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

OEDINANOES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
joint  committee  on  ordinances  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  O.  F.  Deshon,  for  removal 
of  restrictions  in  relation  to  discharge  of  firearms 
in  outlying  portions  of  the  city,  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  comply  with  tlie  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner.   Accepted. 

Report  in  response  to  an  order  concerning  the 
care  and  custody  of  city  documents,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  Joiit  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Printing  shall,  except 
when  otherwise  specially  ordered  bv  the  City 
Council,  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets,  the  printing  of  which 
tor  I  In- us,-  ol  the  City  Council  has  been,  or  may 
be  from  time  to  time  duly  authorized.  And  the 
Citv  ilcssengei  shall,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  said  committee  may  adopt, 
have  the  care,  custody  and  distribution'  of  said 
do,  unieiil.s,  hooks  and  pamphlets;  movided,  how- 
ever, that  noi f  said  publications  shall  be  sold 

unless  speeial  authority  is  given  bv  the  City  Coun- 
cil.    AH  doc -ids,  books   or   pamphlets   printed 


bject,  however,  at  all  times  to  the  control  of  the 

Kead  I  «  ice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petitions  of  John  Shepard  et  al.,  that 
als  ol  speed  be  allowed  on  a  portion  of  Brighton 
ei ,  leeonnneni'ing  the  passage  of  the  accoru- 

le  it  ordained,  etc, 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets 
hereby    amended    by  striking   out  the  thirty- 
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ninth  section,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  trie 
following,  namely : 

"Section  39.  No  owner  or  other  person,  having 
for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse,  or 
other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other  beast  to 
go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  six  miles  an 
hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or  ways  in  the 
citv,  except  in  that  portion  of  Brighton  avenue, 
situated  and  lying  between  Beacon  street  and 
Cambridge  street." 

Alderman  Hall  asked  that  the  ordinance  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Prescott  objected,  and  was  rather 
surprised  that  the  motion  came  from  Alderman 
Hall.  He  wanted  time  to  consider  so  important  a 
matter. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  would  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Alderman  Peters  renewed  the  motion  for  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Nobody  can  ascertain  what  the  re- 
sult is  going  to  be,  and  the  committee  were  in 
favor  of  giving  it  a  trial. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  the  committee  were 
satisfied  that  matter  was  legal,  and  Alderman  Pe- 
ters said  tliev  had  an  opinion  from  the  City  So- 
licitor to  that  effect. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  that  would  allow 
racing  on  the  Sabbath  day?  The  ordinance  had 
better  l;e  over  that  members  may  see  what  it  is 
worth. 

Alderman  Hall  said  that  was  regulated  by  the 
Sunday  law. 

Alderman  Peters  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading,  and  the  ordinance  was  laid  over. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows :  In  Sawyer  street, 
at  the  junction  with  Lenox  street;  in  Centre 
street,  between  Pynchon  and  Highland  streets, 
and  in  Highland  stnet.  between  Centre  and  Vale 
streets.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Nancy  Emerson  for  abatement  of  sewer 
assessment  on'Gray  and  Call  streets,  Charlestown. 
Accepted. 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  as  follows:  In  Cottage  street  between 
Sumner  street  and  Dorchester  avenue ;  in  Pond 
street;  in  Pleasant  street  between  Pearl  and  Cot- 
tage streets;  in  Dorchester  avenue  between  Mt. 
Vernon  street  and  Itamsay  court;  in  Grant  street; 
in  Newport  street;  in  Spring  Garden  street;  in 
Crescent  avenue,  and  from  foot  of  Crescent  ave- 
nue to  tidewater;  in  Amory,  School,  Atherton, 
Arcadia  and  Beethoven  streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Joseph  Ham  of  intention  to 
take  part  of  his  land  for  construction  of  a  sewer, 
as  follows:  Through  a  strip  of  land  five  feet  wide 
Mid  about  170  feet  long,  running  from  land  of 
Moseley  to  the  edge  of  the  marsh  in  Dorchester 
Bay  with  the  flats  thereto  belonging,  as  shown  in 
red  on  a  "plan  accompanying  the  conveyance  of 
rights  of  drainage  to  the  city' of  Boston," 'Septem- 
ber, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Sewer 
Department,  and  giving  notice  of  hearing  on  Oct. 
5,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.  to  said  Joseph  Ham  and 
others  on  the  subject.    Passed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  fhat  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  employ  such  me- 
chanics. teamsteiS  and  laborers  as  shall  be  needed 
at  the  repair  shop  of  the  Lamp  Department;  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  said  employes  to  be  de- 
cided oy  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  and  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tnerebe  appropriated  for  extra 
carpenter  work  done  on  the  repair  shop  in  the 
Lamp  Department,  the  sum  of  8700;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  for  leave 
to  erect  wooden  buildings  bv  Gctchell  &  Elilridge, 
in  Ward  22,  and  W.  C.  Strong,  :n  Ward  19,  and 
recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying  or- 
ders authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  granting 
the  same.    The  orders  were  severally  read  once. 


COMPENSATION    FOR  TIDE  WATER  DISPLACED. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Boston  Harbor,  to  whom  were  referred,  as  a  part 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  the  papers  relating  to  an  assessment  made 
upon  that  city  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  of 
the  Commonwealth  on  account  of  tide  water  dis- 
placed for  the  purpose  of  building  a  street  in  Pris- 
on Point  Bay,  submitted  a  report  that  the  assess- 
ment is  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
law,  and  that  no  further  reduction  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  amount.  The  committee  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  city  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  the 
sum  of  §4540.1214,  with  interest  thereon,  from  Jan. 
9, 1874,  until  the  date  of  payment,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  appropriation  for  streets,  said  sum 
having  been  assessed  upon  the  city  by  the  Harbor 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  for  tide 
water  displaced  by  the  construction  of  a  street  in 
Prison  Point  Bay. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  the  reference  would 
be  any  credit  to  them. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  Committee  on  Paving  would  give  them  credit 
for  anything  or  not. 

Alderman  Stehbins  did  not  seethe  need  of  the 
reference.  This  is  a  legacy  from  the  city  of 
Charlestown.  which  fought  it  as  long  as  possible. 
It  is  an  obligation  that  must  be  met,  and  the  soon- 
er the  better. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  he  thought  that  as  the 
appropriation  came  from  that  of  the  Committee 
oil  Streets,  they  might  want  to  look  into  it,  but  he 
would  withdraw  the  motion  for  reference. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  if  the  motion  was  a 
sensible  one  why  it  was  withdrawn. 

Alderman  Harris  explained  that  the  money  was 
to  come  from  the  appropriation  for  Streets,  and 
that  committee  might  wish  to  look  into  it.  It  is 
clear  that  the  city  will  have  to  pay  it. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  why  it  was  not  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Harbor. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  it  was  because  the  place 
filled  is  now  occupied  as  a  street. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

MOTION  TO  RECONSIDER. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  reconsider  the 
votes  of  the  last  meeting  refusing  an  iiinholder's 
license,  and  a  billiard  license  to  George  H.  Wal- 
cott,  at  City  Point.  He  proposed  to  move  to  give 
the  parties  a  full  hearing  at  the  next  meeting. 

After  a  brief  discuss'on  by  Aldermen  Cutter, 
Worthington,  Hall  and  Power,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  laid  on  the  table,  and  Alderman 
Stebbnis  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  take 
it  from  the  table  at  five  o'clock  next  Monday,  in 
order  to  give  both  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Prescott  ottered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  public  bath  house 
on  Cabot  street  for  the  use  of  an  evening  school, 
as  soon  as  the  bathing  season  for  the  present  year 
closes. 
Read  once. 

TRUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  com  in  it  tee  appointed  to  nom- 
nate  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  be  requested 
to  nominate  a  candidate  to  till  the  vacancy  on  said 
board  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hillman  B. 
Barnes. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORTS  CALLED  FOR. 

Alderman  Peters  drew  attention  to  the  joint  rules 
requiring  committees  to  repeat  within  four  weeks 
or  ask  for  further  time,  and  called  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  on  the 
order  to  procure  estimates,  etc.,  for  a  site  for  a 
new  Court  House. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  reportwould  be  forth- 
coming soon,  but  they  intended  to  have  another 


Paving  for  a  report  on  the  petition  for  a  retaining 
wall  on  Yarmouth  street,  presented  several 
months  ago. 

Alderman  Peters  said  they  had  hearings  on  the 
subject  and  had  prepared  a  report  recommending 
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leave  to  withdraw,  which  was  withheld  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  gentleman  from  'Ward  7. 

Alderman  Emery  asked  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  raving  on  the  subject  of  prevent- 
ing the  blocking  of  cars  in  the  streets,  referred 
some  months  ago. 

Aldermen  Peters  and  (litter  both  said  that  mat- 
ter was  before  last  year's  Government,  and  Alder- 
man Peters  called  attention  to  recent  legislation 
relative  to  the  running  of  horse  cars  around  the 
circuit. 


Alderman  Hall  asked  for  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  on  the  petition  of  the  Metropol- 
itan Railroad  for  leave  to  run  their  cars  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Highland  Railroad  in  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  matter  had  been  re- 
ported on,  and  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  voted 
to  accept  the  report. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    24,    1874. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  "William  A.  Simmons  et  al.,  W.  S. 
Allen,  Company  A.  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry, 
and  officers  of  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry.  Sev- 
erally referred,  in  concurrence. 

Invitation  for  the  City  Council  to  witness  pa- 
rade of  Roman  Catholic  temperance  societies  on 
Oct.  10.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  O.  F.  Deshon,  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  modify  the  ordinance  relating  to  fire- 
arms, etc.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Charles  H.  Merritt  to  be  paid  certain 
sums  alleged  to  be  due  him  as  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  pas-age  of  the  resolve 
and  order  for  laying  out  Thorhdike  street  from 
Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  ad- 
judged expen-e  of  S  ls.117.  with  an  order  to  charge 
the  expense  thereof  to  tin-  appropriation  tor  the 
Northampton -street  District  Improvement.  The 
order  from  the  committee  was  read  twice  and 
passed,  and  the  resolve  and  order  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  resolve 
and  order  for  laying  out  East  Lenox  street,  and 
extending  it  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  adjudged 
expenseof  s30,3ls.yr>  (City  Doc.  No.  78,1874);  with 
an  order  to  charge  the  expense  thereof  to  the 
loan  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  have 
some  explanation  of  this  extension.  It  seems  to 
me  that  these  are  prettv  large  amounts  for  those 
two  extensions— §48,117  for  one  and  .S30.318.95  for 
the  other. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  I  happen  to  be  on  the 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  District,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  the  gentleman  an  explana- 
tion of  the  improvements,  and  I  think  I  can  con- 
vince him  that  they  are  eminently  proper.  The 
order  already  passed  for  the  extension  and  laving 
out  of  Thorndike  street  is  for  the  taking  of  two 
estates  upon  Washington  street.  From  the  rear 
of  these  two  estates  to  Harrison  avenue  the  land 
is  given  and  costs  the  citv  nothing.    There  is  no 


rison  avenue  and  'Washington  street,  at  that 
point,  has  been  a  swamp  hole,  and  now  we  pro- 
pose to  have  these  two  streets  put  through  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  up  that  territory.  In  the  or- 
der for  laying  out  and  extending  East  Lenox  Street 
the  appropriation  is  for  taking  certain  land  and 
buildings  which  will  enable  us  to  put  a  fortv-foot 
street  through  there.  That  land  borders  on  Wash- 
ington street.  The  land  running  from  the  rear  of 
that,  through  to  Harrison  avenue,  is  given  to  the 
eity. 

Mr.Loring  of  Ward  12— "What  is  the  value  of  the 
laud  given? 

Mr.  Train— I  think  its  assessed  value  is  about 
eighty  cents  per  foot,  but  its  leal  value  today  is  at 
least  S1.50  per  foot. 

Mr.  Loring— What  is  the  whole  value? 

Mr.  Train— I  should  say  about  SOO.oou.  But  the 
importance  of  the  scheme  is  the  giv.ng  of  an  ave- 
nue from  Washington  street  to  Harri-on  avenue 
through  this  heretofore  unused  land.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District  have 
been  very  fortunate  in  having  that  land  tilled  as 
they  have,  and  any  one  who  will  go  up  there  and 
see  the  three  or  four  feet  of  tilling  will  observe 
the  good  work  that  has  been  done.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  recommended  this  extension, 
and  I  hope  no  obj  action  will  be  made  to  having 
it  done. 

The  order  reported  by  the  committee  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  was  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  lli — I  felt  inclined  to  oppose 
that  order,  for  the  reason  that  while  we  expend 
money  in  widening  and  laying  out  streets  which 
'  of    everybody,  and  on 


seem  to  be  out  of  the  way 


the  road  to  nowhere,  and  are  of  interest  to  no  one 
except  to  those  living  in  their  immediate  vicinity 
—one  street  of  that  kind  has  been  extended  in 
South  Boston;  Hawlev  street  was  extended  at,  an 

expense   of  8150. L indall  street    at   S)50,ono  or 

§180,000,  and  I  think  we  have  expended  in  all 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  widening 
streets  that  could  not  be  called  main 
thoioughfarcs — we  have  not  a  single  avenue 
running  from  the  east  to  the  west  side 
of  the  city.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  and 
I  think  he  has  given  very  good  reasons  why  this 
improvement  should  be  made.  But  I  should  be 
inclined  to  oppo-e  another  expenditure  of  thirty, 
forty,  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  an  improve- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  those  living  in  the  imme- 
diate   neighborhood    until  we   could   bring   our 


The  order  from  the  committee  was  passed  and 
the  resolve  and  order  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Order  requesting  the  committee  on  nomination 
of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  to  nominate  a  can- 
didate to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  hoard  of  said  trus- 
tees occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  authority  to  raise  the  buildings  on  the 
territory  bounded  by  Washington  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  to  a 
grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet  aha ve  mean  low 
water,  as  in  said  order  set  forth. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10—1  move  that  this  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. I  do  not  make  this  motion  to  secure  delay  or 
because  I  oppose  the  passage  of  the  order,  but'be- 
cause  I  take  it  that  in  all  cases  where  such  legis- 
lative action  is  contemplated,  it  is  proper  that  the 
subject  should  be  considered  in  the  fiist  instance 
by  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  I  un- 
derstand there's  some  difference  of  opinion  among 
property  owners  in  this  district  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  raising  the  grade,  and  more  particularly  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done.  There- 
fore, seeing  no  necessity  for  haste,  as  the  Legis- 
lature will  not  be  in  'session  for  three  or  four 
months,  I  think  it  best  to  refer  this  and  any  other 
similar  order  to  the  proper  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  is  best  to  be  done,  and  what  kind  of  an 
act  it  will  be  best  to  ask  for. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  .Matters,  and  was  send  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  directing  the  City  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  Treasurer  ot  the  Commonwealth  the 
sum  of  .84540.12V;.,  with  interest  from. Tan.  9,1874, 
being  the  assessment  for  tidewater  displaced  by 
the  construction  of  a  street  in  Prison  Point  Bay. 
The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  laid 
over.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  t'ease  stated 
that  the  cHy  had  been  paying  interest  on  this 
matter  since  last  January,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
settled  the  better. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  priming,  and  the  custody  of  the 
city  documents 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  this 
ordinance  by  striking  out  the  clause,  "provided, 
however,  that  none  or  said  publications  shall  be 
sold  unless  special  authority  is  given  by  the  City 
Council."  The  reason  why  1  think  it  is  advisable 
to  make  that  change  in  the  ordinance  I  will  en- 
deavor to  state.  The  matter  of  this  ordnance,  or 
the  suggestion  of  it,  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  and  the  matter  which  specially  raised 
the  question  was  in  relation  to  the  volume  of  the 
city  ordinances,  which  is  an  expensive  book.  The 
city  messenger  consulted  us  as  to  the  rule  he 
should  follow  in  giving  away  copies,  as  there 
were  a  great  many  applicants.  It  seemed  to  us 
that  there  was  hardly  any  restriction  ta  be 
placed  upon  them.  We  have  got  to  give  them  to 
all  citizens  who  apply,  or  else  give  them  only  to 
members  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  a  valu- 
able and  expensive  book  and  to  me  it  seemed 
hardly  desirable  to  give  it,  to  everybody  who  asked 
for  it.  It,  seemed  desirable  to  sell  it  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost,  to  all  who  are  willing  to  pay  for  it.  and 
§1.50  is  about  the  cost  of  the  book.  A  great  many 
people  not  citizens  of  Boston— perhaps  lawyers- 
desire  it,  who  would  a  great  deal  rather  1  uy  one 
than  go  about  begging  for  it,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  p.ovisiou  ought  to  be  made,  so  that 
persons   may    pay    the    $1.50   without  being  be- 
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holden  to  any  one  or  asking  favors  of  any- 
body, while  we  should  not  be  giving'  away  an 
expensive  book  to  every  one  that  asked  for  it. 
When  we  came  to  look  into  the  matter,  we 
found  that  nobody  had  charge  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  those  "documents,  and  it  seemed 
desirable  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
should  have  it,  and  therefore  we  offered  an 
order  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  report 
an  ordinance  providing  for  that  matter.  The  or- 
dinance as  it  comes  back  to  us  lias  inserted  in  it  a 
provision  prohibiting  the  sale  of  those  books.  It 
was  in  order  that  it  might  be  made  practicable  to 
sell  them  that  the  matter  was  started  at  first.  Al- 
though it  is  not  a  very  important  matter,  hardly 
worth  talking  about  any  way,  it  seemed  to  me  that 
the  whole  original  object  of  the  ordinance  will  be 
lost  if  this  clause  remains  in  it.  As  it  stands  now 
no  books  can  be  sold  without  an  order  of  the 
City  Council.  An  order  remains  in  effect  only 
during  the  year  it  is  passed;  if  you  pass  one  this 
year,  allowing  the  books  to  be  sold,  the  City 
Council  will  have  to  do  so  again  every  January, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Council  does  not  want 
an  infinity  of  little  matters  like  this  to  attend  to, 
but  that  it  had  better  be  left  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  An  ordinance  is  permanent,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  desirable  that  some  per- 
manent provision  of  this  kind  should  be  made,  to 
sell  these  books  to  any  one  who  desires  them.  This 
amendment,  I  believe,  will  accomplish  that  thing, 
and  therefore  I  make  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
clause  prohibiting  the  sale  of  documents. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man why  that  idea  was  not  incorporated  into  the 
ordinance  if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  speak  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who  desired  to  have  power  to  sell,  and 
were  unanimous  in  that  opinion.  It  is  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  who  originated  and  put  in 
this  clause  prohibiting  the  sale. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  no  such  motion 
will  prevail.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman,  because  earlier  in  the 
year  than  this  he  proposed  that  no  member  of 
the  City  Government  should  receive  even  a 
Municipal  Kegister  without  paying  for  it.  Have 
we  come  to  this,  Mr.  President?  Has  the  city 
of  Boston  arrived  at  the  point  that  its  Mu- 
nicipal Kegister  must  be  bought  and  paid  for 
by  the  members  of  the  City  Government? — 
that  I,  sir,  in  my  retirement  to  my  home, 
wherever  it  may  be,'must  come  up  here  and  ask 
the  City  Government  to  sell  me  a  Municipal  Keg- 
ister that  I  may  know  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Government,  if  I  am  not  familiar  with  them 
at  the  present  time?  It  is  too  small,  too  young  a 
project  for  the  City  Government  to  entertain.  I 
have  heard  of  it  before.  When  I  applied  to  the 
young  man  who  has  the  honor  to  be  the  City  Mes- 
senger, and  has  had  charge  of  the  documents,  for 
a  copy  of  the  Municipal  Kegister  to  take  into  re- 
tirement with  me— ignorant  as  I  am  ofuarlia- 
mentary  practice,  or  what  is  sometimes  "called 
parliamentary  law  — and  there  study  it,  I,  sir, 
was  refused' a  copy  of  that  document.  And, 
why,  sir?  Because  he  said  he  had  been 
informed  and  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Printing  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  give  any 
member  of  tne  City  Government  a  copv  of  the 
Municipal  Register  without  paying  for  it.  I  felt 
ashamed  of  this  City  Government,  that  I  was  re- 
fused a  copy  of  this  document ;  that  I,  a  member 
of  this  Council,  should  be  refused  this  document, . 
which  should  be  open  to  the  public  at  all  times. 
I  was  so  refuse!.  I  afterwards  learned  that  cer- 
tain members  of  the  City  Government  who  had 
never  been  here  before,  had  come  up  here  with 
ideas  against  such  rubs  as  the  City  Govern- 
ment had  heretofore  established  and  which 
those  gentlemen  were  hound  to  break  down. 
I  think  I  am  right.  The  motion  is  to  strike 
out  the  following  clause  from  the  ordinance: 
"Provided,  however,  that  none  of  said  publi- 
cations shall  be  sold  unless  special  authority 
is  given  by  the  City  Council."  I  may  not  be  right. 
I  arrived  aere  late  this  evening,  having  been  de- 
tained on  city  business,  and  1  may  not  perfectly 
understand  the  |>>'ineip]e  of  the  gentleman's  mo- 
tion. But  if  I  do  understand  it,  it  is  that  the  City 
Mes-enger  may  not  be  allowed  to  distribute  the 
city  documents  to  such  parties  as  in  bis  judgment 
are  entitled  to  them,  free  as  air,  without  cost  and 
without  price.  I  hope  that  no  gentleman,  not 
even  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Sixth  Ward,  will 
insist  upon  any  such  proposal  as  this.  The  city 
documents  should  be  free  as  air  to  every  man 
and    woman    of     the     city     of     Boston— I     in- 


clude women,  sir  —  all  should  be  entitled 
to  the  public  documents,  especially  the 
City  Register,  that  they  may  know  what 
are  their  rights  and  prerogatives  as  citizens.  I 
should  hope,  sir,  that  no  limit  will  be  placed  upon 
the  distribution  of  this  document.  Why,  sir,  look 
at  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  No  citizen 
can  apply  tc  the  sergeant  at  arms  at  the  State 
House  for  a  copy  of  the  general  laws  of  this 
State,  passed  at  each  session,  but  he  is  pre- 
sented with  a  copy  free,  and  large  numbers  of 
those  documents  are  sent  to  the  city  of  Boston 
to  be  distributed  freely  to  the  people  from  the 
police  stations.  Should  it  not  be  that  the  docu- 
ment, containing  the  laws  which  control  us, 
should  be  circulated  without  money  and 
price,  that  our  constituents— those  who  sent 
us  here — should  know  the  rules  which  gov- 
ern us,  and  by  which  they  must  be 
governed  in  presenting  their  petitions  to  this 
Government,  I  should  hope,  sir,  that  no  such  re- 
strictions will  be  allowed,  but  that  the  rule  so  well 
carried  out  by  the  City  Messenger,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  will  be  con- 
tinued, ana  no  saie  of  documents  allowed.  Does 
not  the  gentleman  know  that  if  the  great  law 
publishers,  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  want  tr  sell  this 
document  to  the  lawyers  of  this  city,  let  them  get 
up  an  edition  for  the"  purpose  and  'sell  it  to  them. 
But  under  no  consideration  let  the  City  Govern- 
ment sell  it  to  the  people  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  began 
with  a  most  astounding  misrepresentation  of 
what  I  desire.  It  never  was  in  my  dreams  that 
there  should  be  a  charge  made  to  members  of  this 
Government  for  documents.  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  He  may  study  the  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  body,  but  be  will  never 
find  any  such  statement  made  by  me,  nor  have  I 
ever  made  any  such  statement  anywhere  else. 
The  gentleman  desires  to  have  the  documents 
given  to  every  man  and  woman  in  Boston.  It  is 
for  the  Council  to  decide  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
give  them  to  every  man  and  woman  in  the  citv. 
My  friend  refers  to  the  custom  of  the  State.  The 
copies  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  are 
not  given  to  every  man  and  woman.  A  copy  is 
given  to  each  town  and  public  office,  but  not  to 
each  citizen.  Even  the  gentleman  himself  could 
hardly  get  one. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Go  on.    You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  docker  of  Ward  6— He  may  have  got  one. 
a*  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  h  sa  better  faculty 
than  most  of  us  for  getting  things  without  paving 
for  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  rising  to  a  question  of  order,  the 
President  stated  to  the  preceding  speaker  that 
personal  remarks  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker— Even  if  we  did  give  them  to  every 
citizen  of  Boston,  there  are  gentlemen  out  of  the 
city  who  want  them.  If  they  want  them,  and  are 
willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  them,  we 
should  enable  them  to  get  them;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  should  not  scatter  them 
around  broadcast  among  those  who  merely 
want  them  for  waste  paper.  The  Laws 
and  Ordinances  is  an  expensive  book,  and  we 
ought  to  do  this  as  a  reasonable  measure  of  econ- 
omy, while  we  give  it  to  niembeis  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. There  should  lie  that  distinction 'made. 
Even  were  I  so  idiotic  as  to  think  they  should  be 
sold  to  members  of  the  Citv  Government,  I  am 
only  one  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  though  I 
stippo-e  that,  according  to  the  gentleman's  stvle 
of  arithmetic— he  claims  that  one  is  a  majoiitv'of 
three,  and  I  suppose  that  one  is  a  majoiitv  of  five 
also- -I  could  vote  the  others  down.  But'l  r.ever 
entertained  such  a  proposition.  Mv  desire  is  to 
provide  some  measure  that  those  who  want  the 
took  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it  may  have  the 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  .:>— 1  desire  ;o  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  C.  If  he  will  sho .'.'  a  single 
in-f.uiee,  sir— l  challenge  him  here  to  do  it,  it  is 
his  own  language— show  me  a  single  instance.  I 
challenge  him  to  show  when  and  where  I  have 
obtained  that  which  1  do  not  p  iv  for.  Here  i  -  his 
language,  I  took  it  down.  He  say-.  '-The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  i-  in  tb"  habit  of  t  iking  thing- 
he  don't  pay  for."  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Presi  lent. 
1  challenge  linn  to  show  it!  upon  honorable  and 
equitable  grounds  I  challenge  him,  sir.  He  mav 
reside  in  Ward  6.  and  get  up  here  and  shake  hi's 
idiosyncratic  heal.  He  know  <  it  is  false,  that  it 
is  a  lie,  and  I  challenge  him  to  show  it.  I 
am  a  man,  sir,  and  I  stand  upon  my 
manhood;    and    when    he    charges   me   person- 
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ally  with  such  conduct,  1  will  replj  to  him,  with 
aU  the  vigor  of  my  manhood,  with  all  the  right 
and  prerogative  o'f  a  member  for  the  district 
which  I  represent.  I  care  not,  sir,  for  him,  for 
those  who  came  before  him,  or  for  those  who  shall 
come  after  him.  I  am  his  peer.  I  honor  him  as  a 
man,  but  I  despise  him  for  getting  up  and  charg- 
ing me  personally  with  things  that  he  knows  he 
cannot  prove.  I  speak  witli  the  warmth  of  an 
honest  man,  and  from  the  convictions  of  an  hon- 
est manhood,  and  from  (he  integrity  of  au  honest 
nature.  I  point  to  him  with  the  finger  of  scorn 
for  such  conduct,  but  I  honor  him  as  a  member  of 
this  Council.  Let  him  dare  to  tepeat  what  he  has 
said,  and  I  will  meet  him  on  his  own  ground  any- 
where. The  aristocracy  of  Ward  G  cannot  beat 
the  democracy  of  Ward  5.  I  stand  on  the  man- 
hood of  democracy  and  not  on  the  aristocracy  of 
Ward  6.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  you  and  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  to  excuse  the  warmth  with 
which  I  have  expressed  myself.  The  language  I 
use  is  deserved  by  him-,'  his  language  is  con- 
temptible. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  believe  I  was  called  to  order  for 
being  personal. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  speaking  upon  the  general 
principles  of  humanity  and  manhood.  Let  the 
gentleman  interupt  me  if  he  chooses.  You,  sir, 
Mr.  President,  know  the  rules  of  this  body.  I 
know  them  and  am  no  novice.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  may  think  he  can  browbeat  me.  Let 
him  undertake  it,  either  by  his  logic  or  his  legal 
lore,  and  with  his  prejudices  against  me.  Let  him 
show  it  here  en  this  floor  as  he  has  shown  it  be- 
fore. God  knows  1  have  got  integrity  in  my  con- 
science, f.nd  when  he  or  any  other  of  these 
seventy  -  four  members  stands  here  and 
charge's  me  in  the  language  which  lie  has  used, 
I  have  a  right  to  reply  to  it  with  warmth,  be- 
cause it  comes  from  a  heart  pledged  to  honesty 
and  integrity  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city, 
of  which  I  have  been  a  member  over  foity  years, 
and,  God  help  me,  I  hope   1    may   be   for  twenty 


take  it,  for  1  took  il  with  pen  and  ink — he  says, 
"The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  in  the  habit  of 
getting  things  without  paying  for  them."  That  is 
it,  sir.  Let  him  again  repeat  it.  Let  him  say  it  in 
the  public  courts  or  anywhere  else.  He  knows  it 
is  not  true,  and  God  knows  it  is  not  true. 
Now,     sir,   what    did    I    say?       I    said    I    had 


Municipal  Register,  which  I  desired  to  take  to  my 
home  that  I  might  refresh  my  memory,  which  is 
not  very  distinct,  in  regard  to  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  City  Council,  1  was  refused  by  the  City 
Messenger,  on  account  of  an  order  coining  from 
the  gentlemen  from  Wards  6  and  4,  who  sit  there 
cheek  by  jowl— my  friend  from  Ward  4  who,  let  it 
be  known',  has  come  fresh  from  Europe  with  all 
the  parliamentary  law  of  Great  Britain.  They  did 
propose— and  I  challenge  them  to  deny  it— early 
in  the  session  that  documents  should  not  be  de- 
livered to  members  or  anybody  else  without 
pay.  I  say  it  is  .  the  smallest  business 
which  any  committee  or  any  city  government  ever 
undertook  to  entertain  or  promulgate.  There- 
fore I  am  opposed  to  any  such  restriction.  If,  as 
I  said  before,  any  law  publishers  wish  to  issue  an 
edition  of   this  work,  let.   them  do  so  on  their  own 


will  be  as  glad  to  get  them  for  nothing  as  any 
one  else,  although  they  are  better  able  to  pay  for 
them  on  account  of  the  large  fees  they  charge 
every  time  they  open  their  books.  But  we,  the 
people,  desire  to  know  and  be  familiar  with  our 
laws  and  our  city  charter.  And  we  mean  to  be, 
sir,  and  when  the  new  charter  is  submitted  to  us, 
we  propose  to  criticise  it,  and  if  it  is  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  people  we  will  agree  to  it;  but  if  it 
is  encumbered  by  such  aristocratic  ideas  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  0  proposes  to  incorporate 
into  it,  it  will  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
and  we  shall  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — The  ground  taken  by 
the  gentleniair  from  Ward  5  that  members  of  the 
City  Council  should  have  any  number  which  they 
desire  of  copies  of  the  documents  printed  by  the 
city,  seems  to  be  entirely  just  and  proper,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  coincided  in  by  every  member  of 
the  Council.  But  I  do  not  hear  any  definite  argu- 
ment against,  the  principle  that  when  people  out- 
side want  copies  of  city  documents  there  should 
be  a  reasonable  price  charged.  Certainly,  if  the 
doctrine  of  my  friend  from  Ward  5  is  accepted  in 
its  length  and'breadth,  there  would  be  plenty  of 


people  in  Boston  who  would  apply  for  500  copies 
of  this  valuable  book  and  sell  them  for  waste  pa- 
per the  next  day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  interrupting— but  I  excepted  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Peabody— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
I  gathered  from  his  remarks  that  any  person 
applying  for  a  city  document  should  have  it.. 
What  1  wish  to  maintain  is  that,  after  members 
of  the  City  Government  have  been  supplied  with 
a  reasonable  number  of  documents  and  papers, 
then,  if  other  people  want  them,  there  should  be  a 
means  of  selling  them,  and  if  we  put  a  clause  in 
the  ordinance  making  it  difficult  to  make  such 
sales,  it  will  stand  in  the  way  of  a  just  and  reason- 
able conduct  of  the  printing  business  of  the  city. 
Therefore  it  seems  to  me  to  be  epiite  judicious  to 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  and  leave  it  open  for  inhabitants  of  the 
city  who  wish  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  the 
book,  and  to  the  committee  to  say  what  such  a 
reasonable  rate  shall  be. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  ii— I  am  surprised  at  the 
storm  of  indignation  which  followed  a  playful  re- 
mark of  mine.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  chal- 
lenges me  for  saying  that  he  got  things  without 
paying  for  them.  It  he  will  recollect,  "I  said  the 
State  did  not  give  away  the  Revised  statutes,  and 
he  said  he  had  got  them  for  nothing.  There  is  a 
case  where  he  got  one  thing  without  paving  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  understood  him  to  say  so,  and  it 
would  not  be  strange  if  he  had  got  one.  From 
the  storm  that  has  been  raised  by  an  innocent  re- 
mark of  mine,  I  should  judge  that  the  remark 
must  have  touched  him  in  a  tender  spot. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  never  said  I  got  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  went  yes- 
terday and  obtained  a  Blue  Hook,  but  never  did  I 
get  the  General  Statutes  without  imying  for  them. 
They  are  not  for  sale,  sir,  by  the  State.  The  gen- 
tleman ought  to  know— and  he  would,  if  he  Was 
posted— that  they  are  for  sale  by  AVright  &  Pot- 
ter, the  State  punters,  and  even  if  my  worthy 
friend  would  descend  from  his  hiuh  prerogative, 
and  from  his  position  as  high  as  Hie  .'state  House, 
and  ask  the  sergeant-at-arius  for  a  Blue  Book,  he 


would  obtain  it  without  money  and  without  price. 

'ling,  and  the  GeneralS 
utes  another.    I  never  had  a  copy  of   the  General 
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Statutes  without,  pajing  for  it,  but  the  Blue  Book 
is  free  for  people  who  will  take  the  trouble  and 
are  not  too  lazv  to  go  and  get  it. 

Mr.  Daccy  of  Ward  20— l  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee. When  the  matter  first  came  up 
the  intention  of  the  committee  was  that 
in  the  distribution  of  such  documents  as 
the  Laws  and  ordinances— and  perhaps  also 
they  included  the  City  Register— there  should  be 
the  same  discretion  exercised  in  regard  to  giving; 
away  further  copies,  as  has  been  the  custom— of 
course  a  copy  being  given  to  each  member  of  the 
City  Government.  1  think  it  had  been  the  custom 
to  give  away  the  copies  upon  the  discretion  of  the 
City  Messenger,  but  more  frequently  by  applica- 
tion to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on"  Printing, 
and  of  course  the  .Mayor  frequently  desires  copies 
and  there  would  of  course  be  no  question,  under 
any  order  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  in  regard 
to  the  disposal  of  the  book,  when  the  Mayor  or 
members  of  the  City  Government  wish  copies  of 
any  book  ;  but  there  should  be  the  same  discre- 
tion as  at  any  other  lime.  The  committee  thought 
there  should  be  some  discretion  exercised  in  re- 

fard  to  those  who  have  no  claim  upon  the  books, 
he  matter  came  up  in  this  way.  A  lawyer  came 
to  me  and  wanted  a  copy  of  the  Ordinances.  In 
looking  up  the  matter  I  found  the  only  way  was 
for  me  to  come  here,  beg  a  copy  and  give  it  to 
him.  He  had  no  claim  upon  it  whatever,  and  he 
was  willing  to  pay  for  it ;  but.  there  was  noway 
in  which  he  could  buy  it.  The  same  thing  has 
happened  to  me  in  the  past.  I  could  not  get 
a.  copy  without  coining  to  some  member  of  the 
City  Government  and  begging  for  it.  It  seems  to 
me  there  should  be  some  way  for  parties  to  get 
these  books  without,  going  to  members  of  the  City 
Government  and  begging  for  them.  Certainly  no 
one  believes  more  firmly  than  1  tdo  that  the  ordi- 
nary city  documents  should  be  spread  broadcast 
among  the  people,  and  any  way  we  can  get  them 
to  read  the  doings  of  the  city  should  be  adopted. 
Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1    believe  this  matter  has 
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heretofore  been  fixed  by  the  committee  by  leaving 
a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  Ordinances  to  be 
sold  at  a  nominal  price,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
it  cannot  be  done  now. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  intended  to  say  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  just  remarked. 
It  was  formerly  done  so,  and  I  think  Little, Brown 
&  Co.  were  authorized  to  sell  them.  That  was  pre- 
cisely what  the  committee  wanted  to  do,  that  par- 
ties who  had  no  particular  claim  to  them  might 
buy  them.  I  think  the  committee  will  have  that 
power  if  the  ordinance  is  amended  as  proposed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  ('rocker  was 
adopted,  and  the  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  and  put  upon  it-  passage. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  —  Is  not  the  ordinance 
obliged  to  lie  over  one  week? 

The  President— The  forty-seventh  rule  provides 
that  "no  ordinance,  order  or  resolution  imposing 
penalties,  or  authorizing  the  expenditure  of 
money,''  shall  have  more  than  one  reading  on  the 
same  "day.  The  same  rule  applies  to  ordinances 
imposing  no  penalty  as  to  orders  requiring  no  ex- 
penditure of  money. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  then  passed  in 
non-concurrence,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  additional  shed  and  store 
room  to  be  provided  at  the  South  and  West  citv 
stables,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £10,000.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  as  follows:  Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse, 
Brighton.  £27,700 ;  grammar  schoolhouse,  Ward  15, 
§4400;  Cottage-place  Schoolhouse  site,  $2000; 
Common,  etc.,  S700.  Passed  in  concurrence— yeas 
51,  nays  1— Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10  voting  nay. 

Order  authorizing  £4l»o  additional  to  be  expend- 
ed for  grading  and  paving  the  yard  of  the  Lowell 
Schoolhouse,  Ward  15,  and  completing  a  flight  of 
stone  steps. 

Order  authorizing  £27,700  additional  to  be  ex- 
pended to  meet  the  unpaid  bills  on  the  Bennett 
Schoolhouse.  Brighton,  and  to  complete  and  fur- 
nish the  building. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  not  ex- 
ceeding £21.100  additional,  for  purchase  of  land  on 
corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  streets,  as  a  site  for 
a  primary  schoolhouse. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
appointing,  subject  to  the  approval  and  confirma- 
tion or  the  City  C  mined,  Oliver  L.  Shaw  as  Inspect- 
or of  Buildings  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
the  expiration  of  his  present  teimof  service, Sept. 
28, 1S74.  The  nomination  was  approved  and  con- 
firmed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Mary 
Thompson,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  street.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  Stephen  H.  Tarbeil,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  Albany  street, 
between  Newton  am.  Stoughton  streets.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

Petition  of  Mercantile  Savings  Institution  et  al., 
for  the  widening  of  Avery  street  to  forty  feet 
width.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

REPORTS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Company  A.,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry — Re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  occupied  bv  Company  A.,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  3  West  Concord 
street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14,  for  the  same  commit- 
tee.— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
Armory  Building,  owned  by  the  citv,  at  the  corner 
of  Gibson  street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  and  now 
occupied  by  Co.  I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
M.  V.  M. ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri  - 
ation  for  Armories. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  building,  owned  by  the  city,  en  the  corner 
of  Bremen  and  Maverick  streets,  and  occupied  by 
Company  B,  First  Regiment,  and  Company  H, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M. ;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  dollars  in  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
armory  of  Company  li.  Ninth  Kegiment  of  Infan- 
try, M.  V.  M.,  at  577  Washington  street;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

The  orders  having  been  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Sir.  Davis  said,  "As  the  several  orders  read 
are  introduced  on  applications  presented  by  the 
companies  to  the  committee  before  the  summer 
vacation,  and  as  the  committee  deem  it  proper 
to  go  to  work  immediately  on  the  repairs,  I 
respectfully  ask  a  suspeu-ion  of  the  rules  that  the 
orders  may  take  their  second  reading  tonight." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Has  it  not  been  stated  to 
the  Council  that  the  appropriation  for  armories 
has  been  used  up  ?  I  would  i  iquire  of  some  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Ward  14— It  has  not  been  so  stated 
to  my  knowledge,  and  if  it  has  there  is  an  error 
somewhere.  I  do  not  think  one-half  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories  lias  been  expended  as  yet. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  only  asked  because  I  and 
others  understood  that  such 'a  statement  had  been 
made. 

The  rule  was  suspended — 42  for,  2  against— and 
the  several  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed— yeas  44,  nays  1— Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
voting  nay. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Little  et  al.,  for  the  extension  of  the 
building  limits— Report  recommending  that  said 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Accepted  and  ref- 
erence ordered. 

By  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings- 
Report  recommending  the  passage  of  accompany- 
ing order  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  permit  to 
the  Whittier  Machine  Company  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  corner  of  Hanaps'hire  and  Culvert 
streets,  according  to  an  application  on  file  in  De- 
partment for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings.   The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

TITLE  TO  CITY  PROPERTY  IN  WARD  19. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  ottered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  cause  examinations  of  the  titles 
to  all  real  estate  formerly  the  property  of  the  town 
of  Brighton  and  now  in  possession  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  records  of  Middlesex  County,  to 
ascertain  whether  any  such  property  is  now  or 
has  been  under  attachment  since  the  annexation 
of  Brighton  to  Boston,  and  whether  such  titles  are 
incumbered  in  any  way,  and  to  report  the  facts  to 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — It  is  proper,  sir,  and  is  my  custom,  in 
introducing  an  order,  to  give  my  reasons  for  it. 
At  the  last  meeting  I  stated  that  which  I  believed 
to  be  true  and  now  believe  to  be  true— that  cer- 
tain property  in  possession  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  believed  to  be  held  under  a  good  title,  is  un- 
der attachment.  Hence  no  good  title  holds.  I 
noticed  when  I  introduced  that  order  that  it  re- 
ceived the  sneers  of  some  members  of  the  City 
Government,  as  was  the  case  when  I  first  intro- 
duced the  subject— but  not  from  my  friends  from 
the  Brighton  District.  Some  six  or  eight  months 
ago  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  that  question— 
which  was  entirely  new  to  my  friends  from 
the  Brighton  District-that  the  'Wilson's  Hotel 
property  was  under  attachment  for  .^100,000,  and 
hence  the  city  could  have  no  good  title  to  it,  and 
for  two  or  three  months  I  received  the  sneers  from 
persons  around  City  Hall.  But  I  investigated  the 
subject  on  my  own  account,  examined  the  records 
and  found  that  I  was  entirely  correct ;  that  the 
property  was  under  attachment,  and  within  a  few 
days  from  the  time  of  that  statement  that  attach- 
ment was  released,  not,  sir,  by  the  attaching  cred- 
itor or  by  his  authority,  but  by  his  attorney,  with- 
out his  authority.  1  doubted  then,  sir,  whether 
that  release  would  hold  in  court,  and  stated  that 
I  had  received  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  Court  street  that  tne  court  would  not  en- 
tertain the  idea  of  that  release,  and  after  one  week's 
consultation  I  come  here  with  a  new  order  on  the 
subject,  introduced  by  me  at  the  last  meeting,  in 


537 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


relation  to  the  Bennett  Sehoolhouse — that  that 
property  and  the  land  on  which  the  engine  house 
stands,  are  under  attachment.  I  said  then  that  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  prerogative  of  some  member 
of  the  City  Government  to  investigate  that  sub- 
ject and  find  out  whether  that  proposition  was 
correct.  I  have  it  from  the  mouth  of  that  attach- 
ing creditor  that  that  attachment  still  stands,  and 
hence,  sir,  you  and  every  other  good  lawyer  will 
say  that  such  a  title  will  not  stand.  I  introduced 
that  order  as  the  only  legimate  way  lean  reach  the 
question,  standing  here  as  I  do',  a  representa- 
tive of  the  city  of 'Boston.  Coming  from  award 
which  pays  the  largest  tax  of  any  ward  in  this 
City,  I  stand  here  in  my  place  ami  demand  an  in- 
vestigation into  that  subject,  and  am  informed 
that  the  honoral.de  representatives  in  this  council 
from  the  Nineteenth  Ward  desire  such   an  exami- 


every  gentleman  elected  here  is  hound  by  his  oath 
to  protect  the  city's  rights,  if  by  any  smug- 
gling or  jugglery  the  city  has  got  property 
which  was  not  held  by  a  proper  title,  and  the 
sooner  that  fact  is  known  to  the  taxpayers 
and  city  authorities  the  better.  I  have  given  this 
order,  that  a  thorough  investigation  .shall  be 
made.  Now,  sir,  suppose  the  parties  deeding 
that  property  to  the  city  of  Boston  should  die  in- 
solvent, what  benefit  would  their  warranty  deed 
be  to  the  city  of  Boston?  Is  public  business  to  be 
passed  upon'  in  that  way  ?  Are  we  to  sit  here  in 
our  seats  as  dummies?  Are  we  to  listen  to  these 
little  matters,  which  we  know  are  done  by  fraud 
and  bad  management,  with  composure?  I  think 
not,  sir,  and  if  I  stand  alone  and  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  this  order  1  shall  do  so.  But  I  believe, 
sir,  that  the  honor  of  every  member  of  the  City 
Council  is  pledged  to  make  this  investigation,  f 
do  this  because  I  oelieve  it  to  be  my  duty,  and 
because  1  have  no  interest  at  stake  but  that  of  the 
city  of  Boston  ami  my  constituents  who  sent  me 
here.  I  stand  by  the  principle  that  I  have  initi- 
ated. I  am  plain  spoken  and  may  have  made  mis- 
takes; no  one  will  be  more  ready  to  acknowledge 
a  mistake  when  one  is  pointed  out  to  me. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  gentleman's 
order  will  be  passed,  but  I  lise  to  protest  against 
the  repeated  self-glorification  that  the  gentleman 
has  made  about  that  attachment  on  Wilson's  Ho- 
tel. We  have  had  it  over  five  or  six  tunes,  aud  I 
believe  the  Council  is  tired  of  the  subject.  I  think, 
also,  the  gentleman  makes  a  mistake  tor  taking 
a  glory  to  himself  in  that  matter.  I  will  say  to 
him  that  so  far  as  I  can  judge  of  the  universally 
expressed  opinion  of  members  of  this  Council, 
they  do  not  believe  he  knew  about  that  attach- 
ment when  he  first  brought  the  matter  up,  but 
that  he  accidentally  stumbled  upon  it  afterwards. 
I  have  heard  many  gentlemen  expii-- that  opin- 
ion, and  I  state  it  for  the  gentleman's  infor- 
mation, ami  indeed  that  is  the  most  charitable 
construction  which  can  be  put  upon  the  matter. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  knew  of  that 
attachment,  was  it  proper  that  he  should  keep 
the  matter  secret  for  weeks  or  months?  Should 
he  not  have  given  notice  to  the  proper  city 
officials?  What  would  we  expect  of  a  gentleman 
who  had  the  city's  interest  in  view'.'  Would  he 
not  have  given  notice  and  let  the  city  protect  it- 
self,  and  not  wait  for  weeks  or  months  until  the 
attachment  was  substantially  di-  e barged  ?  i  think 
we  have  heard  quite  enough  of  that  matter.  As  to 
this  order,  if  anybody  thinks  there  is  an  attach- 
ment on  any  of  tile  city  property,  I  hope  it  -v  ill  be 
looked  after. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  believe,  sir,  that 
there  is  another  gentleman  in  ,i he  Council  who 
would  have,  had  the  elliontery  to  stand  up  here  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  (i  has  done.  Does  he 
do  it  in  opposition  to  me?  Is  that  it?  Let  him 
show  some  reason  for  it.  Let  him  show  an  idea 
that  he  has  advanced  in  this  Council.  Why,  sir, 
he  cannot  conceive  of   such  an   idea.    "Stumbled 

it  is  news  to  this  Council.   Thank  God,  we  «  'sb  he 

I  am  always  willing  to  receive  information,  even 
from  him,  unable  as  be  is  to  give  it.  He  expects  me 
to  do  this,  that  and  the  other.  I  never  went  to 
him  for  advice.  He  is  the  last  man  in  creation  to 
go  to  for  advice,  especially  when  he  gets   up   here 
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pillow  tonight,  ami  thank  Cod' that' he    h 
chance  for  self  glorification  in  his  oppc 


opposition  to 


me.  And  after  he  reads  Islaekstone  and  Coke, 
I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  come  here  and  ad- 
vance an  idea  as  large  as  his  finger  nail. 
He  has  not  advanced  one  to  my  knowledge. 
But.  sir,  when  I  rise  here  and  offer  an  or- 
der which  the  people  of  his  ward  will  appieciate. 
hundreds  of  people  will  thank  Cod  that  they 
have  a  man  here  bold  enough  to  proclaim  this 
thine,,  nobody  will  go  to  him  to  proclaim  any- 
thing, for  he  has  not  the  courage  to  advance  an 
idea.  He  simply  comes  here  to  oppose  that 
project,  and  1  have  a  good  idea  to  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  and  see  whether  my 
friend  from  Ward  6  will  say  yes  or  no  upon  this 
order,  which  he  says  he  believes  in.  I  had  my 
reasons,  sir,  for  waiting,  and  he  questions  my  hon- 
esty. I  do  not  go  off  half  cocked  as  he  does.  I 
reflected,  examined  the  records  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense.. I  had  two  assessors  examine  the  records. 
I  took  it  to  the  City  Auditor,  the  City  Treasurer, 
Superintendent  of  i'ublic  Buildings.*  I  took  the 
counsel  of  men  who  knew  more  than  I  did.  and 
more  than  he  will  if  he  lives  hundreds  of  years, 
if  he  goes  on  shutting  off  ideas  from  men 
who  have  them  and  are  willing  to  advance 
them.  I  was  not  educated  in  a  lawyer's  office 
in  Court  street,  but  I  know  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense  and  decency  and  propriety,  and  I 
understand  his  slander  noon  me  about  not  paying 
for  what  I  receive.  His  slang  and  slander  can  go 
for  naught.  I  desire,  sir,  not  that  my  examina- 
tion of  the  records  which  I  have  made  in  company 
with  others  shall  be  taken,  but  that  the  City  So- 
licitor or  the  proper  authorities  shall  examine 
those  records  and  find  out  whether  or  not  the 
statements  I  have  made  here  today  are  correct. 
This  is  a  question  which  cannot  be  put  down,  and 
I  am  not  to  be  put  down  by  any  statements  of  his 
wheu  I  know  I  am  right.  1  say  here,  on  my  honor 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  that 
the  land  where  the  Bennett  Schoolhouse 
and  the  engine  house  stands  is  still  under 
attachment,  and  you  would  not  spend  your  money 
for  it  in  that  condition.  I  only  ask  that  the  city 
may  know  whether  the  foolery  which  is  put  upoii 
me*  belongs  to  me  or  to  those  who  do  not  know 
what  they  arc  talking  about. 
The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  on  its  passage. 
Mr.  Kimball  ol  \1  aid  (i— I  move  to  amend  ry  in- 
serting the  words  "by  such  attachments"  after 
the  word  "encumbered,''  as  1  understand  the  gen- 
tleman does  not  wish  the  title  to  the  whole  prop- 
erty which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  city 
from  Brighton  examined. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, but  would  suggest  that  there  might  be  other 
property  mi  encumbered,  and  if  there  is  the  city 
I  am  aiming  at  a  certain  point, 
dug  for  the  City  Solicitor  and 
ible  and  competent  coadjutors  to 
ties  of  property  held  by  the  city. 
iroperty  encumbered,  "it  should 
perhaps  there  is  another  cat  in 
no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
s  I  cany  the  order  in  my  mind 
be   property  coming   to  the  city 


should  kn 
It  is  but  a 
his  three  > 
examine  ; 
If  there  ii 
be  covere 
the  meal. 
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examination  of  all  titles  would  be  lengthy  and 
perhaps  expensive.  I  thought  that  afterwards  if 
the  gentleman  wauled  a  full  examination  he  could 
introduce  another  order. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

COST  OF  THE  HATHEIt  SCHOOLHOUSE. 


nected,  I  desire  to  make  a  correction 
reads  as  follows: 

"The   Mather  building,  on  Meetii 
was  built  in  1ST?,   and   contains   ten 
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was  decided  to  make  a  change  and  put  the  water 
closets  inside  the  building.  This  change  cost 
about  S1200.  Then  the  furniture  for  the  school- 
house  cost  S4615.99.  Afterwards  there  was  charged 
to  the  Mather  School  District  about  82300,  being 
the  expense  of  selling  and  repurchasing  the  old 
Mather  Sehoolhouse.  The  balance  of  the  amount 
consists  of  expenditure  for  fuel,  janitors'  pay,  co>t 
of  running  the  old  school,  etc.,  and  is  in  no  part 
an  expense  on  the  new  building. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Whiston  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  widening  School  street  on  the  northerly  >ide. 
and  to  report  whether  any  additional  legi>lation 
is  neeeded  to  enable  the  city  to  make  such  widen- 
ing. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

BIGELOW  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furni>h  additional  primary 
school  accommodations  for  the  Bigelow  School 
District ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Mi-.  Warren— I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  order  may  be  passed  tonight.  I  offered 
it  by  request  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bigelow 
School  District.  It  seems  that  there  are  about  a 
hundred  scholars  now  located  in  the  Court  House, 
at  the  coiner  of  Fourth  ana  Dorchester  streets, 
and  they  are  very  much  mixed  up  with  the  crim- 
inals there.  It  is  a  bad  place  for  a  school.  They 
have  found  a  place  where  they  can  remove  the 
school.  It  is  in  a  house  adjoining  the  Bigelow 
School,  and  they  alsopvopose  to  move  the  D-'street 
School  there  too,  so  that  the  transfer  will  really 
cause  no  expense  at  all. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  presume  this  subject 
will  bear  a  little  investigation,  and  as  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  such  matters  to  be  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  I  move  it  be 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— There  ought  to  be  no 
time  lost  on  this  matter.  It  is  an  imperative  ne- 
cessity that  this  thing  should  be  attended  to  at 


once.  The  scholars  are  all  mixed  up  with  the 
criminals,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  should  be  no 
delay  whatever. 

Mr.Loriug  of  Ward  12— Wnat  would  the  expense 
be? 

Mr.  Warren— As  I  understand  it  there  will  be 
no  expense  whatever.  The  room  they  propose  to 
hire  adjoins  the  Bigelow  School  and' can  be  had 
for  .51800  a  year,  which  is  what  they  pay  for  the 
schoolroom  on  D  street.  This  school  they  propose 
to  move  to  the  other _place. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  'W  aid  9— It  impresses  me,  sir, 
as  rather  an  unfortunate  precedent  to  commence 
making  appropriation*  of  money  and  contracting 
for  matteis  to  be  done  in  any  department  of  this 
Government,  without  its  tii  *t  having  been  looked 
into  by  the  proper  committee.  I  should  hope  that 
the  Council  will  not  inaugurate  such  a  career  as 
that. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  know,  but  I 
doubt  our  authority  to  do  it  without  arequei-t  first 
coming  from  the  School  Committee.  That  is  the 
usual  way,  and  the  matter  is  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  passage  of  the  order  before  it  is  properly 
referred. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— This  matter  comes 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bige- 
low 1  Hstrict. 

Mr.  West— It  would  be  establishing  a  very  bad 
precedent  to  f  urnich  a  schoolhouse  simply  on  a 
request  from  the  Chairman  of  a  district  commit- 
tee. They  would  all  be  in  here  for  new  school- 
houses  soon. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

FIRE   ENGINE  IX  FULTON  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
and  order  requesting  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings co  report  expanse  of  hiring  suitable  accom- 
modations for  a  Babcoek  Fire  Extinguisher  and 
the  horses  and  men  connected  therewith  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pulton  and  Commercial  streets  were 
taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Mr.  Crowley 
stated  that  the  motion  to  recommit  was  made  by 
consent  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1.  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    2?,  .1874. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeiman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding 

JURORS    DEAW.V. 

Thirty-sis.  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  ttrni  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constables— Francis  M.  Adams,  Arthur  F.  An- 
derson, Richard  F.  Andrews,  James  Ball,  John 
R.  Barry,  -Phineas  Bate.-,  Franci  J.  Baxter, 
*Jacob  T.  Pee.-v,  Morrill  P.  Berry,  William  TV. 
Blake,  Charles  A.  Booth,  Samuel  Bracket!,  Sam- 
uel J.  Bradlee,  Mo-es  P.  Brown,  {Francis  V.  Bul- 
finch,  Charles  Burcham,  {William  Burns,  Samuel 
Canning,  Jr.,  Hiram  A.  Campbell,  James  M.Carter, 
Derasius  Clapp,  Lemuel  (lark.  Joseph  D.  Coburn, 
*Chase  Cole,  William  P.  Cook,  Jcel  F.  Cotton, 
Martin  F.  C  urlfv,  {Daniel  B.  Curtis,  t  William  G. 
Davie-,  •Hem  v  TV.  Dickerman.  (  West  Ri.xbury), 
David  M.  R.  Dow,  Alvin  S.  Drew,  George  G.  Drew, 
John  A.  Duggan.  {Joshua  S.  iiuncklee  (Brighton), 
William  E.  Easterbrook,  "(ieorge  M.  Felch, 
tThoinas  Folger,  tHenrv  M  Forristall,  Elijah  D. 
Foss.  William  T.  lordlier,  {Eben  F.  Cray,  Sarell 
(ileason,  Edward  Glufling,  James  F.  Goodwin, 
William  Cordon,  {Dennis  J.  Gorman,  Edward  TV. 
Griggs,  Tlionia.-  Hall.  James  ( ;.  Harrington,  lohn 

C.  Harringron,  {Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  tWilliam 
L,  Hicks,  Joseph  Hubbard,  John  Huston,  Fred- 
erick P.  Ingalls,  Thomas  A.  Jackson,  Isaac 
Jacobs,  Charles  P.  Johnson.  Stephen  P.  Kelley, 
Henry  P.  Kennedy,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Rus.-ell 
R.  Knapp,  John  T.  Lawton,*Abraham  M.  Leavitt, 
-James  P.  Leeds,  {Andrew  J.  Loeke  (Cnarles- 
town),  William  D.  Martin,  William  H.  McCaus- 
land,  *Hcnry  McDonald,  Jr.,  {William  H.  Mcin- 
tosh, *Samuel  Mcintosh,  -Edward  F.  Mecuen, 
{Benjamin  Tieriam,  Michael  Merrick,  Jr.,  James 
Miskelly,  George  B.  Munroe,  Jotham  E.  Munroe, 
Samuel'  T.  Munroe,  Alonzo  F.  Neale,  {Isaac  F. 
Nelson,  Aaron  F.  Nettleton,  John  B.  O'Biien, 
Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  Dav^d  Patterson,  {William  S. 
Peabody,  {Joseph  Pierce,  George  B.  Proctor,  John 

D.  Reed.  {Augustus  M  Kiee.  Edwin  Rice,  *Han- 
nibalF.  Ripley,  John  Robie,  William  D.  Rock- 
wood,  John  Rogers,  Franklin  I.  Rose,  Joseph 
Rowe,  Burnhani  Rovce,  George  H.  Rovce,  Charles 
Smith,  ThoiiKb  M.  Smith,  {Edwin  R.  Smyth,  Asa 
South  worth,  A.  Ghapin  Southworth,  {Edwin  B. 
Spinney,  {Fianci-  R.  Stoddard,  George  P.  Stone, 
James  R.  Stone,  William  H.  Stone,  Barry  Sulli- 
van, *Jererniah  M.  Swett,  William  H.  Swift, 
Henry  Taylor,   George    W.  Tuckerman,    "(  hailes 

E.  Turner,  William  (..  Tyler.  {Elbridge  G.  Wallis, 
Johnson  Warren,  William  H.  Warren,  Jr.,  {Leon- 
ard Wesson. -Sumner  i>.  White,  {George  R.  Wil- 
liams, Wright  W.  Williams,  'Charles  S.  Wooflin- 
dale,  {Abraham  G.  Wyman. 

*Truant  officers. 
tHealth  Department. 
{Treasurer's  deputies. 

Special  Police  Officer— Charles  A.  Wilson,  for 
dutv  at  the  l'.oston  Theatre. 
Weigher  of  Coal— John  D.  L.  Bartlett. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  were 
considered :  On  expediency  of  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Cottage  street  between  Sumner 
street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  in  Pond  street,  in 
Pleasant  street  between  Pearl  and  Cottage  streets, 
in  Dorchester  avenue  between  Mt.  Vernon  street 
and  Ramsay  court,  in  Grant  street,  in  Newport 
street,  in  spring  Garden  street,  in  Crescent  ave- 
nue, and  from  foot  of  Crescent  avenue  to  tide 
water;  and  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Arnory,  School,  Atherton,  Arcadia 
and  Beethoven  streets. 

No  one  appearing  to  object,  the  subjects  were 
severally  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings-.  Owen  Nawu,  for  'leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Parker  street,  near  Centre 
street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Joseph  Hatch, 
for  compensation  for  damages  to  his  horse  and 
vehicle  on  Parker  street,  near  Heath  street,  on  ac- 
count of  the  want  of  a  suitable  railing  on  said 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.    Henry  E.  Smith,  for   leave   to   occupy  a 


wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Wales  place, 
Ward  16. 

Owen  N  awn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  thirty  horses  on  Parker  street,  near  Centre 
street. 

Charles  G.  Rost,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Conant  street,  rear  of 
No.  23. 

John  F.  Kelly,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
Stable  for  six  horses  on  Howard  street. 

Terence  Cavauaugh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Morm  court, 
rear  199  West  Ninth  street. 

M.  Harrington,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Bunker  Hill  street, 
rear  292. 

Clark  B.  Wood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  five  horses  on  North  Charles  street,  near 
Leveretl  street. 

G.  H.  Robinson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Cambridge  street,  No.  104  . 

Abijah  Woodward,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  lot  corner  Ashmont  and 
Carruth  streets,  Ward  16. 

Michael  Grady,  for  leave  to  move  and  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  North  Harvard 
street,  Brighton. 

John  Bryant,  for  leave  to  al;er  a  building  into 
a  stable  for  three  horses  in  rjar  of  13-15  Austin 
street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on.  Licenses.  J.  C.  Davis,  for 
license  as  an  auctioneer  at  12  Schooi  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Fourth 
Battalion  of  I\ifanti\ .  for  allowance  for  furniture 
o'f  headquarters  at  Boylston  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Christopher 
Foster  et  at.,  market  men,  that  the  city  purchase 
or  hire  the  market  grounds  between  India  and 
Central  wharves. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Xorthamp- 
ton-street  District.  johnT.  Manson,  to  be  paid 
for  land  damages  on  East  Lenox  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Nathan  Bishop 
et  ah,  that  Harvard  place  be  rep  ved. 

John  S.  W.  Lane,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Foster  street,  Ward  19. 

Seth  Williams  et  at.,  for  sidewalks  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  from  Field's  Corner  to  Centie  street. 

John  J.  Williams,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
assessment  on  Cobb  street,  -aid  work  beingapart 
of  the  Suii'olk-street  District  Improvement,. 

J.  TV.  Hunnewell  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  an  iron 
pipe,  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  under 
Trenton  street,  between  Putnam  and  Preseott 
streets,  to  be  used  for  conducting  refined  petro- 
leum from  railroad  side  track  to  packing  house. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Brighton 
avenue  from  Malvern  street  to  Union  square. 

P.  Ronan,  that  Church  street  be  graded  between 
Bowdoin  and  Percival  avenues,  Ward  16. 

John  T.  Mor-e,  Jr.,  et  «/.,that  Fairfield  street 
be  macadamized,  and  that  edgestones  and  cross- 
ings be  set  therein  between  Beacon  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Henry  B.  Hill  &  Co.,  that  Lewis  street.  East  Bos- 
ton, be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Edwin  Pinkham  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
in  Princeton  stieet,  East  Boston,  on  the  north 
side,  between  Preseott  street  and  the  sehoolhottse. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  the  location  of  an  ad- 
ditional track  from  New  Heath  street,  with  suita- 
ble curves,  to  connect  with  the  double  track  on 
Tremont  street;  also  for  the  location  on  Washing- 
ton street,  formerly  Shawmut  avenue,  of  an  addi- 
tional track  f n  mi'  Egieston  square  to  Bartlett 
street,  with  suitable  curves  and  connections. 

M.  T.  &  W.  Glynn  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  G  street,  from  Thomas  street  to  Eighth  street. 

Alfred  H.  Hinds  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Dell 
avenue. 

FEEDING  HORSES  IN  THE  STREETS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  J.  H.  Whiton  et 

al.,  teamsters,  for  a  modification  of  the  ordinance 
forbidding  the  feeding  or  baiting  of  horses  in  the 
public  streets,  and  asking  for  a  hearing  on  the 
subject. 

On  the  question  of  referring  the  petition  to  :he 
Joint  Committee  on  Oidinances,  Alderman  Steb- 
bins  said- 
Iii  connection  with  that  petition  I  would  like  to 
say  i  single  word.  I  do  not  know  by  whose  au- 
thority the  police  were  instructed  to  prohibit  team- 
sters from  feeding  their  horses,  on  their  stands  in 
the  streets,  at  noontime,  as  formerly.  There  is 
such  a  provision  of  the  ordinance,  but  it  has  not 
been  enforced  till  within  a  week.  I  do  not  think 
it  wise  to  enforce  it,  and  hope  tha*  until  the  mat- 
ter is  looked  into  by  the  committee  it  will  be  held 
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in  abeyance;  for  certainly,  after  looking  into  the 
subject,  they  cannot  but  think  it  would  not  be 
well  to  enforce  it  as  ha--  been  done  within  a  week. 
Here  are  hundreds  of  teamsters,  coming  from 
Charlestown,  South  Boston  and  the  suburos,  and 
if  the  ordinance  is  enforced  at  noon  they  must 
either  go  home  or  their  horses  must  suiter,  and  I 
apprehend  the  horses  would  suffer.  I  therefore 
hope  that  whoever  instructed  tue  Chief  of  Police 
to  enforce  that  ordinance  will  allow  the  matter  to 
rest  until  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  shall  re- 
port sonic  modification  of  it. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

FAST  DRIVING  OX  THE   MILE  GROUND. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  Henry  A. 
Green  and  fifteen  others,  against  an  affirmative 
decision  of  the  petition  to  allow  fast  driving  upon 
that  part  of  Brighton  avenue  known  as  the  "mile 
ground,"  they  considering  that  such  a  practice 
would  endanger  life  and  seriously  injure  the  value 
of  real  estate,  and  also  very  much  annoy  residents 
on  thatja  venue  and  its  vicinity;  and  requesting  a 
hearing. 

Also  a  remonstrance  from  Edward  D.  Sohier 
and  twenty-five  others,  land  owners  and  residents 
on  and  near  the  Brighton  avenue,  against  any  re- 
peal or  change  ot  the  thirty-ninth  section  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets,  inasmuch  as  any 
change  as  contemplated  of  the  present  regula- 
tions of  the  road  would  allow  the  dangerous  and 
reckless  driving  which  has  heretofore  caused 
many  serious  accidents:  and  in  removing  the  re- 
strictions that  are  now  enforced  by  the  police,  the 
petitioners  would  be  unprotected  in  their  travel 
upon  said  thoroughfare.  They  therefore  request 
to  be  heard. 

Alderman  Prcscott  moved  that  the  remonstrants 
in  this  case  and  the  petitioners  be  given  a  public 
hearing  before  the  full  Board  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  Monday  next,  and  that  public  notice  of  the 
same  be  given. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
which  was  acceded  to  by  Alderman  Prescott,  and 
the  motion  for  such  hearing  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  William  G.  Strong  to  enlarge  a 
wooden  building  on  Kcmick  street. 

Order  to  allow  Getchell  &  Elbridge  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Cambridge  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Order  to  establish  an  evening  school  in  the 
Cabot-street  bath-house  at  close  of  the  bathing 
season. 

Order  to  allow  an    additional  appropriation  of 


Camden  street  by  O.  W.  Skinner  et  al.,  and  to 
issue  new  bonds  tlieretor  to  W.  P.  Robinson  and 
Brice  S.Evans. 

Severally  passed. 

Ordinance  to  amend  oidinance  on  streets  so  as 
to  permit  fast  driving  on  Brighton  avenue  from 
Beacon  street  to  Cambridge  street. 

Specially   assigned,    on    motion    of     Alderman 
Prcscott,  to  four  o'clock  I'.  M.  next  Monday. 
PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Nomination  by  the  Mayor  of  Oliver  L.  Shaw  as 


>son,  Mercantile  Savings 
[.  Tarbell.    Severally  re- 


petitions of  Mary 'J 
Institution  and  Stephen 

ferred. 

Report  referring  to  Committee  on  Survey,  etc., 
of  Buildings,  the  petition  of  S.  Little  ft  al.  for  an 
extension  of  the  wooden-building  limits  in  Rox- 
bury.    Accepted,  and  reference  ordered. 

Order  for  Joint  Committee  on  Si  reels  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  widening  School  street  on 
the  northerly  side.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Whittier  Machine 
Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Hamp- 
shire and  Culvert  streets.     ( >i  dcr  passed. 

Order  for  City  Solicitor  to  examine  into  the 
titles  of  the  public  property  in  Brighton.     Passed. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  raise  the  buildings  on 
the  territor-  hounded  by  Washington  street,  Har- 
rison avenue,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  to 
a  grade  of  at  least  sixteen  feet  above  mean  low 
water,  as  in  said  order  set  forth,  came  up  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  The 
Board  concurred. 

The  report  and  an  ordinance  in  addition  to  an 
ordinance  relating  to  printing  came  up  amended 
by  striking  out  the  clause  providing  that  no  docu- 
ments shall  be  sold  excel  t  by  order  of  the  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Peters  inquired  how  that  left  the  or- 
dinance, as  he  understood  that  by  the  amendment 


the  Printing  Committee  could  sell  any  document 
the '  chose. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  ordinance,  as 
amended,  left  the  matter  discretionary  with  the 
Committee  on  Prin .  ing  to  sell  copies  of  important 
documents  if  they  sec  fit  to  do  so.  The  ordinance, 
as  passed  by  the  Board,  made  it  necessary  for  the 
City  Council  to  pass  an  order  every  year  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Board  concuried  in  the  amendment. 

Order  for  additional  accommodations  .for,  pri- 
mary schools  in  Bigelow  District.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Orders  to  allow  Company  I,  First  infantry.  8500 
for  repairs;  Company  A,  Fourth  Battalion  Infant- 
ry, S500  for  repairs  ;  Company  B,  First  Infantry, 
and  Companv  H.  Ninth  Infantry,  si.iOH  for  repairs; 
Companv  B,  Ninth  Infantry,  s400  for  repairs. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  are  constantly  voting  re- 
pairs for  armories  in  this  city,  and  during  my  ex- 
perience no  questions  are  raised  when  these 
orders  are  introduced.  1  suppose  that  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Armories  can  give  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  these  repairs,  the  proper  time  to 
do  which,  it  appears  to  me,  is  early  in  the  year, 
and  I  desire  to  know  why  they  are  done  thus  late 
in  the  season. 

Alderman  Worthington — Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  will  remember  that  the  State  has  passed  a 
law  for  the  furnishing  of  new  uniforms,  and  one 
clause  of  that  law  is  that  the  city  shall  supply  gun 
racks  and  closets  to  the  armories,  and  do 
certain  other  things,  before  the  armories  can 
be      approved      by      Adjutant      General      Cun- 


money  from  the  State.  They  are  not  new  repairs, 
and  we  are  not  asking  for 'what  should  not  be 
done.  In  a  few  cases  there  are  some  additional 
repairs— the  order  for  the  company  in  the  Eleventh 
Ward  is  for  repairs  done  last  spring,  for  which 
the  company  have  rendered  their  bill.  The  Tigers 
moved  into  a  new  armory;  they  found  it  necessary 
to  have  the  closets  and  gun  rack,  which  we  are 
obliged  bv  the  laws  ot  the  State  to  erect.  We 
have  put  in  a  bill  for  the  closets  on  condition  that 
they  shall  pay  for  the  gun  rack. 

Alderman  Peters —I  suppose  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  committee  to  get  the  sanction  of  this  Board 
before  incurring  the  debt,  and    I    would  like  to 


know  whv  the  expense  was  incur 
Alderman  Worthington— The  g< 


jht. 


But  the  committee  did  not  permit  the  spending  of 
this  money  in  Ward  11.  The  company  spent  the 
money  and  ask  us  to  pay  the  bill,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  which  we  do  not  pay,  the  company  paying 
the  balance  themselves. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gen  iieinan  seems  to  think 
it  necessary  to  build  closets  for  taking  care  of  new 
uniforms.  'I  would  like  to  know  if  it  was  not  just 
as  necessary  to  have  closet- for  taking  care  of  the 
old  uniforms  as  it  is  for  the  new  ones. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  the  gentleman  will 
examine  the  laws,  he  will  find  that  the  new  one 
requires  them  and  that  the  old  law  did  i  ot.  The 
commander  of  a  onipanv  is  not  allowed  to  permit 
a  uniform  to  be  earned  from   the   armory  without 


be 


without  the-  ollicer  in  command  becoming  person- 
ally responsible  for  them. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed— yeas  12.  nays  0. 

The  report  and  order  requesting  Committee  on 
Public  Building- to  report  expense  of  hi. ing  suit- 
aide    accommodations   for    a  Babcock   Fire  Kxtin- 

Cvit.il,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fulton  and  Commercial 
streets,  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Fire  Department.    The  Boai  d  concui  red. 

JAIL  EXPENSES  FOR    SEPTEMBER. 

A  requisition  Cor  $1949.11  was  received  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Sull'olk  County,  being  the  expenses  of 
Sull'olk  Jail  for  the  month  of  September.  Approv- 
ed and  ordered  paid. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Request  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  SaO.oimto  meet  the  expen- 
ses of  the  current   year  for  extending   the    water 


■  extensions  of  the  pipes  in  these  wards  are  re- 
ceived bv  the  lioard,  and  unless  a  further  appro- 
priation is  made,  the  work  will  have  to  be  stopped 
at  once.  [Accompanying  the  communication  is 
an  approval  of  the  foregoing  request  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water,  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  ] 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
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Auditor  of  Accounts.  Communication  repre- 
senting thai  the  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  is  exhausted.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

CITY  TREASURER'S    BOND. 

The  supplementary  bond  of  F.  U.  Tracy,  City 
Treasurer,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Count?  of  Sulfolk, 
was  presented,  certified  as  to  correctness  of  form 
by  the  City  Solicitor,  with  Horatio  Harris  as  sure- 
ty in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  question  was  on  approval. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  joint  special  committee  to  make  the  annual 
examination  of  the  bonds  of  city  officers.  There 
was  no  knowing  whether  this  bond  held  all  the 
others,  as  one  of  the  original  sureties  had  died. 

The  Chairman  said  this  bondsman  was  to  take 
the  place  of  the  one  who  died.  The  bond  was  cer- 
tified as  correct  in  form. 

Alderman  Peters— 1  think  it  should  be  referred. 

Alderman  Hall— I  believe  the  bond  has  to  be  ap- 
proved by  this  Hoard,  and  it  should  go  to  the  com- 
mittee for  examination. 

Alderman  Peteis — The  ground  I  take  is  this: 
There  were  ten  names  oh  the  City  Treasurer's 
bonds,  each  held  in  the  sum  of  $10,000.  One  of  the 
sureties,  Mr.  Hershaw,  has  since  died.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  solvency  of  Mr.  Harris,  but  I  think 
the  committee  should  examine  the  bond  and  re- 
port that  it  is  all  right. 

Alderman  Cutter— Everybody  knows  that  Mr. 
Harris  is  competent  to  be  a  bondsman  without  the 
delay  of  a  refere  ice,  and  if  there  is  any  weakness 
in  the  case  it  is  caused  by  making  the  delays,  for 
until  the  bond  is  approved  by  this  Board  we  do 
not  hold  that  bondsman. 

Alderman  Peters— Are  all  the  other  bondsmen 
still  held  when  the  new  bond  is  given? 

Alderman  Hall— The  motion  to  refer  is  perfectly 
in  order.  Each  bondsman  is  held  separately  for 
the  amount  signed  opposite  his  name.  I  believe 
it  was  this  committee  who  found  out  that  the 
vacancy  had  occurred. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  lost. 

Alderman  Peters  doubted  the  vote,  and  Alder- 
man Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  solv- 
ing the  doubt,  as  he  noticed"  that  some  Aldermen 
did  not  vote. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Hall,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter, 
Prescott— 5. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Robert  Frampton, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  ten-horse  power  on  Bovlston  street, 
Ward  17,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  thereon,  to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  19,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

REQUEST  FOR  THE  PAVING   OF  LEWIS  STREET. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  calling 
the  attention  of  this  Board  to  the  very  bad  condi- 
tion of  Lewis  street.,  leading  from  Maverick  street 
to  the  South  Ferry,  and  asking  that  the  same  may 
be  repaved  with  square  granite  blocks. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Early  in  the  present  year  a 
communication  was  sent  to  the  City  Council  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Ferries,  calling  attention  to 
the  bad  condition  of  Lewis  street.  That  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
Later  in  the  year  a  very  large  petition  was  sent  m 
from  the  leading  firms  in  East  lioston.  also  calling 
attention  to  the  condition  of  that  street.  The 
Committee  on  Paving  have  had  the  street  repaired 
once  or  twice,  but  it  is  now  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, so  much  so  that  the  heavy  teams,  which 
would  naturally  come  over  Lewis  street,  have  to 
take  the  longer  route,  and  go  by  the  North  Ferry. 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  City  Council,  and 
particularly  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  to  the 
necessity  of  paving  Lewis  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

WALCOTT'S  HOTEL  AT  CITY  POINT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins.  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  to  reconsider  the  votes 
refusing  an  innholder's  license  and  a  billiard  li- 
cense to  George  H.  "Walcott  at  City  Point,  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

The  Board  voted  to  reconsider  the  votes,  and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Wortliington  it  was  voted  to 
give  the  petitioner  and  remonstrants  a  hearing. 

P.  A.  Collins  appeared  for  the  petitioner, 
and  Paul  West  for  the  remonstrants.  At 
the  request  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Walcott  and  the  petition  of  W  C.  Fay  and  many 


other  citizi  ns  of  South  J  lost  on  and  the  city  proper 
in  aid  of  the  same,  were  read.  Mr.  Collin-  called 
Mr.  Walcott,  who  said  he  had  been  at  City  Point 
about  eight  months,  had  leased  the  place  for  ten 
years,  the  whole  being  about  one  and  one-half 
acres  of  upland  and  as  much  more  of  flats ;  he 
had  built  a  thsee-story  building,  invested  between 
seventeen  and  eighteen  thou.- and  dollars  there; 
had  twenty  sleeping  rooms,  and  a  billiard  ball  with 
four  tables;  had  a  dining  room  to  accommodate 
150  persons;  he  applied  in  April  or  May 
for  a  license  and  had  begun  to  do  busi- 
ness there,  and  no  complaint  from  citizens 
or  police  had  been  made;  he  had  found  the 
place  actully  needed,  and  had  done  a  prof- 
itable business;  the  billiard  and  dining  rooms  are 
about  one  hundred  feet  from  either  street.  To 
Mr.  West  Mr.  Walcott  said  that  within  five  days 
of  the  signing  of  the  lea-e  he  had  been  notified  of 
opposition  from  the  citizens;  he  had  kept  open 
his  dining  rooms  on  Sunday ;  had  no  lodgers  last 
night,  nor  the  night  before  that;  do  not  keep  a 
book  for  lodgeis  to  sign  their  names  in;  he  was 
not  there  all  the  time ;  he  had  no  other  place  of 
business  ;  sold  out  in  Harrison  avenue  six  or  eight 
months  ago.  but  sold  out  there  after  making  his 
application  for  this  lie  'use  ;  had  a  ease  in  court,  and 
was  lined  for  breaking  the  Sunday  law,  though  he 
did  not  think  he  had  broken  the  law;  he  had 
taken  an  appeal  in  that  case. 

Stanlev  Gore  was  called  by  Mr.  Collins;  he 
thought  it  one  of  the  best  places  kept  at  City 
Point;  in  his  opinion  ;  uch  a  hotel  is  a  necessity  in 
that  localitv,  ani  there  ought  to  be  a  laigerone 
there ;  City' Point  is  a  gn  at  resort  tor  people  who 
desire  meal  >  furnished.  To  Mr.  West  he  said 
there  was  a  number  of  other  places  there;  one 
good  place  kept  by  Mr.  Wright;  he  goes  down 
there  once  in  a  while  on  Sui.day  after  church  and 
thought  Mr.  Wright  kept  a  good  place. 

John  G.  Roberts,  called  by  Mr.  Collins ,  was  of 
the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  place  at  the  Point; 
he  had  boarded  there  three  week-  during  his  fam- 
ily's absence,  and  always  found  it  a  nice,  quiet 
place.  To  Mr.  West  he  said  he  bad  seen  no  other 
lodgers  there;  he  had  a  nice  room  and  good  fare. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that  closed  the  case  for  the 
petitioners.  Mr.  West,  said  he  supposed  they  were 
to  deal  with  the  ease  as  if  no  member  of  the  Board 
knew  anything  about  it,  and  he  prefaced  his  evi- 
dence by  a  short  recapitulation  of  the  opposition 
of  the  people  to  the  location  of  such  a  place  there; 
the  ample  notice  given  Mr.  Walcott;  the  hearing 
before  the  Building  Committee  and  leave  to  with- 
draw given.  Later  Mr.  Walcott  asked  for  permis- 
sion to  run  the  place  after  breaking  the  law  and 
appearing  in  court  and  paying  a  fine,  the  pro- 
tracted healing  before  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
their  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw, 
and  the  matter  as  now  before  the  Board. 

Henry  Faxon,  called  by  Mr.  West,  lived  within 
seventy-five  feet  of  the'preniises,  which  of  late 
had  been  lighted  uii  during  the  evenings;  he  had 
seen  people  going  there  in  the  evening;  had  seen 
carriages  drive  there  late  at  night  and  conic  again 
in  the  morning  to  take  parties  away ;  think  there 
are  enough  "rum  concerns"  within  500  feet  of  his 
house ;  they  are  now  run  every  day  in  the  week 
and  with  tenfold  power  on  Sunday  ;  think  there 
is  no  need  of  this  place  there;  don't  want  any 
more  "rum  holes"  there.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said 
he  had  never  seen  anybody  go  into  Mr.  Walcott's 
and  come  out  drunk,  but  they  did  at  Vibber's 
place  and  the  one  next  to  it;  the  first  intimation 
he  had  of  Walcott's  being  open  was  from  him 
[Walcott]  at  the  hearing  before  the  License  Com- 
mittee ;  Walcott  had  not  got  a  license  and  had 
not  put  steam  on  yet;  think  Walcott  gets  up  din- 
ners and  takes  in  lodgeis  from  the  city  proper 
late  at  night:  they  play  billiards  late  at  night, 
can  hear  the  balls  clinking  after  he  goes  to  bed; 
an  innholder's  license  is  for  people  to  sell  liquor, 
— everybody  knows  that  and  he  knew  they  always 
sell  liquor  at  such  places. 

Albert  F.  Lauten,  called  by  Mr.  West,  objected 
to  cross-examination ;  he  appeared  as  an  inde- 
pendent citizen  and  taxpayer;  he  was  in  the 
liquor  business  himself,  and  it  was  "too  thin"  for 
a.  man  to  lay  out  so  much  money  there  and  say  he 
does  not  intend  to  sell  liquor;  he  had  been  through 
the  building,  and  had  seen  rooms  just  large 
enough  for  a  bed  and  washstand,  and  he  thought 
no  decent  man  would  take  his  wife  there;  a  good 
meal  can  be  obtained  there;  Mr.  Walcott  hopes  to 
catch  people  who  would  not  like  to  be  seen  at  Vib- 
ber's or  Macomber's;  he  had  seen  people  coming- 
out  of  Walcott's  intoxicated  and  using  indecent 
language;  he  believed  the  place  would   be  a  nui- 
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sauce,  and,  as  an  independent  c'tizen  and  tax- 
payer, protected  against  it-  being  licensed;  in 
conversation  with  Sir.  Walcott.  lie  asked  him  if 
he  [W.]  would  allow  gambling  thcic,  as  he  had  in 
Harrison  avenue,  to  which  Mr.  Walcott  replied 
that  he  had  a  chance  to  lease  a  part  ot  his  rooms 
in  Hairison  avenue  f or  850  a  week,  and  he  had 
thought  best  to  do  it,  but  he  would  not  here. 

Daniel  Simpson,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  his 
greatest  objection  was  that  a  man  refused  to  buy 
a  piece  ot  his  land  there,  partly  because  of  this 
public  house:  the  establishment  of  such  a  place 
would,  m  hi- opinion,  injure  property  there  very 
much.  To  Mr-.  Collin-  he  said  that  thirty  years 
ago  there  were  not  so  many  public  houses  there  as 
now,  but  property  has  increased;  that  mau  ap- 
plied to  buy  his  property  early  in  the  spring,  and 
objected  after  the  public  liou-e  had  been  started  ; 
he  asked  seventy-five  cents,  but  the  man  would 
not  pay  it;  the  man  objected  to  no  other  elements 
of  civilization  than  the  horse  cars  and  the  hotel. 

William  P.  McC'obb,  called  by  Mr.  West,  thought 
more  liquor  places  on  the  Point  would  injure  real 
estate;  a  license  to  this  place  would  be  for  the 
doing  of  business  and  selling  liquor  on  Sunday; 
thinks  there  are  too  many  places  at  the  Point 
now;  it  is  his  impression  that  this  place  is  for 
something  besides  liquor  selling,  judging  Mr. 
Walcott's  future  by  nis  past.  To  Mi.  Collins  lie 
said  he  knew  nothing  about  Mr.  Walcott's  past 
except  what  he  had  been  told  ;  could  walk  from 
109  M  street,  where  he  lived,  to  Walcott's  place,  in 
three  minute-  ;  think-  such  a  place  will  depreciate 
the  property  on  M  street. 

Mr.  West  -aid  Walcott's  petition  was  signed  by 
persons  who  did  not  live  at  the  Point,  but  in  the 
city  proper. 

John  R,.  Brownell,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  he 
went  to  the  Point  a  -tranger  seven  years  ago,  for 
a  quiet  place;  only  a  few  rum  shops  were  there 
then  ;  he  did  not  favor  or  patronize  any  rum  shops ; 
men  had  come  to  his  place  drunk  and  vomited  on 
his  fence.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said  he  had  never 
bought  rum  at  Mr.  Macomber's  place.  He  object- 
ed to  being  cross-examined. 

Francis  J.  Baxter,  called  by  Mr.  West,  said  he 
went  there  six  years  ago  for  a  quiet  place  to  live, 
and  although  lie  did  not  think  property  had  so 
greatly  depreciated  in  value  as  some  others  do, 
he  believed  the  location  had  been  injured  as  a 
place  for  residences;  he  did  not  believe  a  man 
could  pay  slioo  rent,  as  Walcott  does,  and  make 
money  by  an  honest  business;  it  had  been  a  cold 
year,  and  the  men  all  say  that  business  had  been 
quiet  down  there  tin-season.  To  .Mr.  Collins  he  said 
he  would  not  take  S/l'aO  more  for  his  place  than 
what  he  gave  for  it;  he  lived  opposite  Macomber's 
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selves  in  the  neighborhood.  It  was  a  question 
whether  people  there  should  be  driven  from  their 
homes,  and  when  they  learned  that  the  place  had 
been  leased,  the    citizens    addressed  Mi.  Walcott  a 


note  (which  Mr.  Dean  read),  notifying  him  of  the 
facts  and  forewarning  him  of  the  determined  op- 
position of  the  citizens.  Then  came  an  applica- 
tion to  build,  to  which  opposition  was  made,  and 
the  committee  gave  leave  to  withdraw,  and  yet 
Mr.  Walcott  subsequently  went  on  and  built  his 
place  within  the  dimensions  prescribed  by  the  law, 
and  now  he  came  with  two  petitions  for 
license  as  an  innholder  and  to  keep  a  billiard 
saloon.  He  has  said  be  has  an  eating  place, 
and  a  bar  and  billiard  tables.  Mr.  Dean 
read  the  police  record  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Walcott's  place  at  L'o  Harrison  avenue,  showing 
that  ne  had  "the  reputation  ot  keeping  a  very  bad 
place,  which  is  the  resort  of  bad  men,  and  seiious 
rows  have  occurred  there;  the  sale  of  liquors  is 
the  principal  busine-s;  there  is  a  gambling  room 
up  stairs  connected  with  it."  This  report  was 
signed  by  Captain  Adams  of  Station  4.  Mr.  Dean 
also  read  a  communication  from  Captain  Goodwin 
of  Station  12.  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  dated 
July  26, 1874,  as  follows :  "Since  sending  in  a  re- 
port as  to  Mr.  George  H.  Walcott's  place  at  City 
Point,  I  learn  he  is  ca i  rying  on  his  billiard-table 
business  without  a.  license;  also  has  his  hoase 
open  for  the  entertainment  of  people  on  Sundays 
as  well  as  other  days,  when  it  is  not  really  lequir- 
ed,  as  there  seems  to  be  already  plenty  of  places 
in  the  vicinity  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  people 
which  are  already  licensed." 

Mr.  Dean  said  it  had  appeared  before  the  Build- 
ing Committee  that  Mr.  Walcott  had  been  prose- 
cuted for  selling  liquor  under  different  names. 
He  admitted  having  been  prosecuted  under  dif- 
ferent names.  Mr.  Dean  called  attention  to  the 
provision  ot  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  licens- 
ing of  billiard  tables,  that  no  such  license  shall 
be  granted  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  on 
the  premises,  it  turns  out,  he  said,  that  by  the 
admission  of  Mr.  Walcott  he  keeps  a  bar  in  his 
billiard  saloon,  which  disposes  of  the  question  of 
granting  the  license  for  a  billiard  saloon.  Mr. 
Dean  lead  the  remonstrance,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  which  was  signed  by  all 
the  neighbors  in  that  vicinity.  The  document  was 
as  follows : 

"To  the  Committee  on  lai  enses  of  the  City  of 
Boston— Thatpart  of  City  Point,  at  the  foot  of 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  has  until  the  occur- 
rences to  which  we  desire  to  call  your  attention 
been  a  verv  quiet  and  pleasant  place  to  reside. 
It  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpose,  and  the 
undersigned  occupy  residences  erected  at  consid- 
erable cost  for  that  reason. 

We  have  viewed  with  some  apprehension  the 
establishment  of  liquor  saloons  and  eating  houses 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  Point;  but  being  some 
distance  from  private  dwellings  and  situated  so 
as  to  afford  accommodation  to  those  coming  to 
the  Point  I'oi  some  of  ils  peculiar  advantages,  they 
did  not  feel  that  their  interests  were  affected  so 
much  more  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity , that  they  were  called  upon  to   oppose  them. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Nelson,  who 
owned  some  estates  at' the  loot  of  Fourth  street, 
having  sold  cue  of  them  and  abandoned  the  Point 
as  a  place  of  residence,  proposed  rent  ing  I  lie  other 
for  an  eating  house.  Anticipating  objections,  be 
called  upon  some  of  his  neighbors,  and  pneted 
their  opposition  by  the  strongest  assurance-  Ibat 
the  place  should  be  so  conducted  as  not  to  raise 
any  objection  to  it.  These  assurances  and  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Nelson's  deadly  ho-tilily  to  the 

?Hs   that   might  be 

;ars,  and  nc 
experiment. 

the  neighborhood.  It  attracted  person  '•  w  ho  had 
been  to  the  Other  places  alluded  to,  and  even  the 
repelling  of  those  who  had  taken  too  much  liquor 
elsewhere  was  attended  with  disgraci  fill  vio- 
lence and  noise.  After  the. result :oi  this  trial,  we 
by  a  written  communication  to  Mr.  Nelson,  prayed 
it  might  not  be  repeated,  and  as  soon  as  we 
learned  of  Mr.  Walcott's  lease,  notified  him  that 
his  proposed  scheme  would  be  oppo-cil;  thus 
doing  everything  that  honor  and  fairness  called 
for. 

This  was  before  any  considerable  expense  hail 
been  incurred.  Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Wal- 
cott applied  lor  a  license  to  creel  a  wooden  build- 
ing not  authorized  bv  law.  This  we  opposed  on 
the  sole  ground  that  Mr. Walcott's  business  would 
be  an  injury  to  the  neighborhood,  and  it  uas  re- 
fused. 

In  defiance  of  these  protests  and  warnings,. and 
determined  to  invade  a  peaceful  neighborhood 
with  a  traffic  and  business  opposed  to  their  wishes 
and  hostile  to  their  peace,  he  erected  such  a  build- 
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inn-  as  the  Inspector  allowed ,  and  is  carrying  on 
therein  the  business  of  a  victualler,  retailer  of 
liquors  to  be  drank  on  the  premises,  and  the  keep- 
er of  a  billiard  saloon. 

You  are  now  called  to  pass  upon  the  question, 
•whether  he  shall  be  licensed  to  do  these  thing*,  to 
our  injury.  Our  injury  will  be  much  greater  than 
.his  good,  our  losses  in  the  value  of  our  estates  will 
be  greater  than  his  gains,  and  one  of  the  most  el- 
igible places  for  residence  will  be  for  that  purpose 
ruined. 

The  law  requires  innholders.  victuallers  and  bil- 
liard-saloon keepers  to  be  licensed,  because  there 
are  proper  places  and  improper  places  for  such 
kinds  of  business,  and  because  there  are  proper 
and  improper  persons  for  carrying  on  such  kinds 
of  business,  and  became  somebody  oushtto  judge 
of  the  amount  of  such  kind  of  business  necessary 
for  any  neighborhood.  The  experiment  already 
tried  proves  the  place  to  be  an  unsuitable  one. 
The  number  of  places  on  the  South  Shore,  four 
of  them  embraced  in  a  line  not  exceeding  600  feet, 
aTe  enough  for  any  neighborhood,  and  we  respect- 
fully submit  that  Mr.  Walcott  is  not  a  person  to 
be  intrusted  with  the  important  authority  a  li- 
cense would  give  him.  Such  a  person  should  be 
one  having  some  re-peet  for  law  and  the  wishes 
and  sentiments  of  the  community.  Mr.  Walcott 
acknowledged  at  the  hearing  before  you,  that  he 
haa  kept  his  place  open  four  weeks  without  a  li- 
cense, contrary  to  law,  and  that  contrary  to  law 
and  without  a  license  was  keeping  his  house  open 
on  the  Lord's  Day.  He  al>o  acknowledged  that  in 
his  place  of  business  on  Harrison  avenue  where  he 
kept  a  liquor  saloon,  he  had  let  a  suite  of  rooms 
claimed  to  be  let  for  gambling  purposes,  for  fifty 
dollars  a  week,  and  you  will  observe  that  by  the 
printed  account  of  the  hearing  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
gambling  instruments  had  been  twice  seized  on 
his  premises,  and  that  he  had  been  prosecuted  and 
convicted  of  liquor  *eiling  and  keeping  open  on 
the  Lord's  Dav,  under  the  name*  of  George  H. 
Walcott.  Henry  "Walcott  and  Hairy  Waleott.  The 
law  has  always  been  stringent  m  prohibition  of 
gambling  in  inns. 

We  therefore  submit  there  are  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  reasons  for  refusing  a  license  to  Mr.  Wal- 
cott, by  whatever  name  he  may  apply. 

We  feel  that  Mr.  Walcott's  application  chal- 
lenges a  trial  of  the  question  whether  a  quiet  and 
desirable  place  for  residence  can  be  invaded, 
spoiled  and  poisoned  by  an  obnoxious  traffic,  not 
required  by  public  convenience,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

In  you,  the  city  fathers,  we  confidently  trust 
and  look  for  our  protection,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mit that  if  the  reasons  given  for  a  refusal  of  a 
license  in  this  case  are  insufficient,  you  cannot 
refuse  them  in  any  case  whatever,  and  that  the 
law  which  requires  a  license  is  a  dead  letter  and 
inoperative.  In  your  kind  consideration  of  our 
case  we  confidently  crust." 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  had  never  been  in  favor  of  a 
prohibitory  law,  but  always  felt  that  the  city  and 
town  authorities  could  be  trusted  to  deal  with  the 
subject,  and  that  if  citizens  showed  to  this  Board 
that  the  establishment  of  such  a  place  would  be 
more  injury  to  the  neighbors  than  benefit  to  the 
man  himself,  tin-  Board  could  be  trusted  to  estab- 
lish such  regulations  a-  would  best  promote  the 
public  good.  Mr.  Dean  reminded  the  Board  that 
the  law  makers  were  of  the  opinion  that  persons 
who  permitted  gambling  on  their  premises  were 
not  fit  to  be  licensed  as  victuallers.  He  looked 
upon  liquor  selling  as  a  thing  that  should  not  be 
prohibited,  but  must  be  regulated.  This  license 
will  permit  Mr.  Walcott  to  keep  open  on  Sunday. 
This  case  has  been  fully  tried  and  proved  a  nui- 
sance. There  is  no  need  of  hotel  and  a  lodg- 
ing house,  but  Mr.  Walcott  wishes  to  keep  a 
bar,  billiard  saloon  and  dining  100ms.  Mr. 
Splaine's  place  was  opposed  on  similars-rounds, 
but  it  won!  I  have  been  far  less  objectionable  than 
this. 

Walter  Smith,  called  by  Mr.  West,  stated  that 
he  appeared  only  as  a  citizen,  but  not  as  a  witness 
subject  to  cross-examination  bv  a  paid  advocate. 
There  is  a  larger  hotel  within  500  feet  of  Mr.  Wal- 
cott's,  and  better  kept  than  his:  the  ignorance  of 
Mr.  Walcott's  petitioners  of  this  fact  is  mobablv 
to  be  accounted  for  on  account  of  their  living 
away  from  thee.  He  did  not  wish  his  children  to 
live  in  sight  of  an  open  bar.  His  own  property 
had  been  damaged  to  the  extent  of  Sio.ooo  for 
sale  in  the  market,  and  if  this  is  to  be  continued 
he  would  have  to  move  away  The  remonstrants 
come  as  advocates  af  law  and  order  and  Mr.  Wal- 


cott comes  as  a  law  breaker,  and  he  had  no  fears 
as  to  the  opinion  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  West  said  that  closed  the  case  for  the  re- 
monstrants. The  question  was  whether  the  inter- 
est of  one  man  was  to  weigh  against  that  of  a 
whole  community. 

Mr.  Collins  again  called  Mr.  Walcott,  who  stated 
that  each  bedroom  in  his  house  contained  a  full 
chamber  set,  each  of  which  cost  s,,:,:  he  kept  car- 
riage* and  horses  there  himself;  had  never  any 
connection  with  a  gambling  place  in  Harrison 
avenue.  To  Mr.  West  he  said  he  let  a  suite  of 
rooms  at  20  Harrison  avenue,  over  the  barroom, 
for  S50  a  week;  they  were  well-furnished  rooms. 

Mr.  Collins,  in  closing  the  case  for  the  peti- 
tioner, said  the  case  was  to  be  tried  by  evidence 
and  argument,  not  by  blackguarding.  He  had 
learned  how  a  man  might  be  an  artist,  profess  to 
be  a  gentleman,  and  vet  be  a  blackguard,  and  his 
name  might  be  Walter  Smith.  And  the  idea  of 
Mr.  Laufen,  the  rumseller  of  Broad  street  and 


wards  in  the  city,  comma'  there  to  protest 
against  Mr.  Walcott's  selling  rum  at  City 
Point!  And  there  was  McCobb,  who  had  been 
these  six  years  without  taking  out  his  naturaliza- 
tion papers  and  comes  by  request  of  Mr.  Dean,  as 
counsel,  to  protest  against  this  Boston  boy  doing 
business  at  City  Point,  and  who  gave  his  evidence 
in  reply  to  questions  by  Mr.  Dean  filtered  through 
Mr.  West.  The  witnesses  objected  to beingcross- 
examined  because  they  were  afraid.  Mr.  Baxter 
was  the  only  fair  man  among  them,  and  he  was  a 
pretty  clever  fellow,  if  he  did  live  on  Beacon  Hill 
once.  Their  testimony  is  all  guess  work.  He 
would  rather  have  a  man  who  was  convicted 
for  selling  rum  than  one  who  was  afraid 
to  tell  the  truth.  Mr.  Collins  reviewed  the 
statements  of  the  police  officer*  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Walcott,  contending  that  the  latter  was  not 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  neighbors;  Mr. 
Walcott  had  applied  for  a  license,  and  if  refused 
he  would  not  take  to  slandering  his  neighbors  and 
lying  for  a  living.  A  hotel  w  as  needed  there :  peo- 
ple inust  be  entertained ;  that  is  a  peaceable  dis- 
trict ;  Mr.  Faxon,  who  lives  nearest  him,  had  not 
been  disturbed.  It  was  a  poor  argument  that  the 
remonstrants  did  not  want  Walcott  to  spend  his 
money  and  lose  it.  Think  of  Dean,  Lauten  and 
Smith  advising  a  man  not  to  lose  money;  when  a 
dollar  is  to  be  made  they  want  to  make  it  them- 
selves, and  when  a  dollar  is  to  be  lost  they  don't 
want  to  do  it.  If  Walcott  lo-t  hi*  money  he  would 
not  go  around  and  beg  Smith  or  Dean  to  replenish 
it.  Hr.  Collins  contended  that  if  Mr.  Waleott  should 
violate  the  liquor  law  there  wa*  plenty  of  machin- 
ery to  convict  him ;  thelicense  simply  gave  author- 
ity to  keep  a  i  linins  room. lodging' too  ins  mid  billiard 
tables.  We  do  not  live  in  a  society  modelled  by  Dr. 
Miner  or  Walter  Smith,  but  in  a  liberal  city,  he 
trusted.  The  only  requisites  were  whether  the 
place  is  a  fit  one,  whether  Mr.  Walcott  knows  how 
to  keep  a  hotel,  and  is  there  any  public  reason 
against  it.  Mr.  Walcott  had  committed  n  5  great- 
er crime  than  George  Young  or  Harvey  I).  Barker, 
who  violated  the  Taw  every  day  in  sight  of  City 
Hall.  The  remonstrants  want  to 'bottle  up  every 
particle  of  health-giving  air  at  City  Point  for 
themselves,  and  hot  allow  any  one  else 
to  breathe  it.  He  contended  that  Mr. 
Dean  and  others  did  not  know  anything 
more  about  the  case  than  others.  Mi'.  Faxon  was 
the  only  man  who  could  be  relied  on;  the  others 
all  guess  at  it.  It  is  a  pretty  place  for  a  hotel. 
One  is  needed  for  public  convenience;  Walcott 
knows  how  to  keep  a  hotel,  and  the  remonstrants 
do  not  deny  it.  In  conclusion  Mr.  Collins  thanked 
the  Board  for  listening  to  him  so  patiently;  if  he 
had  occupied  moie  time  in  talking  than  the  others, 
the  Board  must  bear  in  mind  that  he  had  taken 
up  less  time  with  his  evidence. 

Mr.  West  thanked  the  Board  for  the  patient 
hearing,  and  at  the  next  hearing  he  would  prom- 
ise not  to  pattern  after  Mr.  Collins.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  Mr.  Collins's  allusion  to  Mr.  McCobb, 
for  his  Hibernian  blood  naturally  fiies  up  when  he 
meets  a  Scotchman.  But  Mr.- Collins  was  to  be 
excused,  as  he  was  just  from  the  delivery  of  his 
first  "Ode  to  the  Passion*,"  at  Salisbury  Beach, 
and  he  did  not  blame  him. 

This  closed  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  reports'  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  trust  the  report*  will  not 
be  recommitted.  The  committee  have  bad  the 
subject  under  consideration  a  longtime,  and  have 
given  it  their  best  advice,  and  he  tin- ted  the  Board 
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would  decide  it  now,  for  they  are  competent  to  do 
so  after  tne  full  lieai  injr  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  recommittal. 

Alderman  Emery — I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
again  brought  before  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
who  have  had  hearings  upon  it,  and  sriven  it  a 
patient  investigation.  Since  the  Hoard  have  so 
fully  considered  the  matter  I  think  they  are  as 
competent  to  act  upon  it  without  further  advice 
from  the  committee.  Both  sides  have  been  pre- 
sented and  every  member  mn.-t  be  satisfied  as  to 
the  way  in  which  he  shall  vote. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee were  not  unanimous  in  this  leport.  If  they 
do  not  allow  this  g<  nth-man  a  license,  then  I  desire 
to  know  the  basis  upon  which  they  give  licenses, 
for  1  believe  there  are  other,  men  who  have 
licenses  who  are  as  bad  in  character  as  this  man 
is.  It  may  be  that  South  Boston  is  covered  with  a 
holy  sod,  but  I  do  not  see  it,  any  more  than  I  do  in 
any  other  section  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Emery— Lf  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  ha:  any  fault  to  rind  with  any  previous  action  of 
this  committee,  he  is  competent  to  call  for  it,  but 
that  should  not  govern  this  case.  I  wish  he  would 
particularize  a  case  and  not  deal  in  generalities, 
because  rf  he  is  going  to  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween this  case  and  some  others,  I  think  he  would 
find  some  trouble  m  selecting  one.  Unless  he  can 
bring  out  some  particular  case,  I  think  it  is  im- 
proper for  him  to  compare  this  case  with  anv 
other. 

Alderman  Cutter— Let  us  recommit  this  to  the 
committee,  and  it  will  afford  me  time  to  particu- 
larize, which  I  will  endeavor  to  do. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays 
7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Fewer 
Prescott.  Stebbins,  Woitbington — 7. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  reports  lie 
up  jn  the  table. 

Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be  spe- 
ciallv  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five  o'clock 
P.  M. 

The  question  was  put,  and  declared  lost.  Alder- 
man Prescott  doubted  the  vote,  and  Alderman 
Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday,  at  5  P.M. 
— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Teas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Prescott.  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Power 
and  Worthington — 5. 

PAYING   REPORTS  AND  ORDERS  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing—Reports and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  F.  A.  Richardson  it  ut..  that  Walthani 
street  be  paved  with  wood  from  Washington 
street  to  Harrison  avenue  ;  Michael  Donovan,  to 
be  compensated  for  grade  damages  at  5  School 
street,  Charlestown;  J.  Littlefield  et  at.,  that 
Charles  street  lie  paved  with  stone  from  Leverett 
street  to  Cambridge  street;  Charles  Kollins  et  at., 
that  Rollins  street  be  paved  with  wood;  Henry  W. 
Foote  et  at.,  that  a  fence  be  placed  on  the  sea  wall 
at  the  foot  of  Revere  street,  for  the  reason  that 
Revere  street  is  not  a  public  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  19, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Cambridge 
Horse  Railroad  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional 
track  in  the  lower  part  of  Leverett  street,  recent- 
ly widened.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Washington  street,  between 
Walthani  and  Newton  streets,  with  small  granite 
blocks  and  flagging  crossings.  Estimated  cost, 
868,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Albany  street,  between  Bast 
Concord  - treet  and  the  Roxburv  Canal,  with  small 
granite  block-.     Estimated  .  •.,-:',  825,000. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pair  \\  c -hi  eg  ton  •  treet,  between  New- 
ton Street  and  che-ici  square,  with  small  granite 
blocks  and  flagging  crossings.  Estimated  cost, 
$52,000. 

Se\  erallv  read  once. 

Ordered',  That  the  Superintendent  of  streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Itussell  street, 
between  Oak  and   Auburn   streets,   Charlestown, 


and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Walthani 
street,  between  Washington  .-treet  and  Harrison 
avenue,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  'that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gut  ters  and  sidewalk-  on  Russell  street. 
between  Oak  and  Auburn  streets,  Charlestown, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  840,  assessed  to  Brown 
&  Collins  for  edgestones  on  Brook  avenue,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ann  C.  Gay; 
that  the  sum  of  89.35  be  abated  from  the  amount 
a.-se-sed  to  Albert  Littlehale  for  sidewalk  No.  164 
East  Fifth  street,  said  amount  having  been  as- 
sessed in  error;  that  the  sum  of  81.68  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  John  Dunn,  No. 
137  London  street,  said  amount  being  assessed  in 
error;  that  the  sum  of  $12.63,  assessed  to  Andrew- 
Glover  for  edgestones  on  Dorchester  avenue,  be 
abated,  said  amount  being  as-es-ed  in  error. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  owners 
and  abutters  on  Orchard  street,"  near  Centre 
Street,  West  Roxbury,  to  remove  all  obstructions 
in  front  of  their  estates  extending  over  the  line  of 
said  street,  within  ten  days;  and  in  default  there- 
of the  Superintendent  of 'Streets  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  remove  said  obstruction  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners  of  said  estates. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSE  RKI-OR1S  SUBMITTED. 

By  Alderman  l'.igelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes—Reports as  follows : 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— William  Comack  and 
five  others  (transfers). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— A.  P.  Peck,  to 
give  concerts  at  Music  Hall  from  Sept.  28  to  Oct^ 
3;  John  Backup,  to  give  course  of  lectures  at 
Kennedy  Hall  this  season. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted— Henry  Robbins, 
740  Washington  street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Solomon  John- 
son, 225  Washington  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed  —  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Dwight,  007  Washington  street;  Louisa  Colton,. 
32  Harvard  street;  Alice  Moore,  12  Carver  street; 
Mary  MeCullum,  727  Washington  street. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Marcus  Griner,  677 
Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Campbell  &  Cov- 
erlv,  97  Washington  street;  Forrest,  Gannon  Si 
Berry,  149  Court  street;  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  75  Cam- 
bridge- street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered',  Thai  the  transfer  of  the  intelligence- 
office  license  at  59.)  Washington  street  by  Ellen 
Nye  to  Mary  A.  Mason  be  approved  by  the  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sew. 
ers— 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  at  the  pres- 
ent time  en  petition  of  Indus,  rial  School  for  Girls 
for  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  Ward  16. 

Accepted. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to 
construct  a  sewer  from  Dorchester  avenue,  oppo- 
site Commercial  street,  in  an  easterly  direction. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Committee 
on  Sewers  "to  consider  the  expediency  of  requir- 
ing traps  on  drains  from  conductors,  "that  unless 
such  a  regulation  could  be  enforced  upon  all  con- 
tluctor  drains  now  built,  as  well  as  upon  those  yet 
to  be  constructed,  no  decided  change  would  be 
made  in  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers  by  the  es- 
cape of  foul  air  from  them  ;  since  a  large  'propor- 
tion of  conductors  in  the  thickly  settled  parts  of 
the  city  now  enter  the  sewers  without  traps.  The 
amount  of  foul  air  escaping  from  the  sewers  is 
much  less,  and  its  character  less  noxious  than  is 
generally  supposed;  and  granting  that  some 
ventilation  of  the  sewers  is  necessary,  none 
seems  better  than  the  diffusion  of  the  es- 
caping air  in  small  quantities  at  numerous  outlets 
on  the  tops  :>f  buildings.  Should  all  means  of 
free  exit  in  this  direction  be  stopped  by  traps, 
foul  air  would  be  forced  into  the  interior  of 
houses  through  the  drains,  or  extensive  measures 
must  be  provided  to  relieve  the  pressure  cm  them 
by  grated  openings  in  the-  streets.  In  the  absence 
of  any  proof  of  evil  effects,  or  even  of  complaint 
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of  any  annoyance  from  the  present  arrangement, 
it  seems  hardly  advisable  to  put  property  owners, 
as  wo'l  as  the  department,  to  the  great  expense 
which  would  be  caused  by  the  proposed  change. 
Our  present  system  is  the  same  as  that  of  other 
cities  in  this  country,  while  our  short  lines  of 
drainage  allow  the  discharge  of  sewage  with 
much  less  opportunity  for  the  evolution  of  gases 
during  its  transit  than  is  the  case  elsewhere.  The 
committee  therefore  conclude  that  any  regulation 
as  proposed  in  the  order  would  be  inex'pedient. 
For  the  committee, 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table  for  the  time  being. 

Alderman  Cutter— What  is  meant  by  "the  time 
being"? 

Alderman  Worthington— Until  it  is  called  up. 

Alderman  Tower — I  should  like  to  know  the  rea- 
sons of  the  gentleman  for  wishing  to  lav  it  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Worthington— For  the  reason  that  I 
have  not  had  time  to  consider  it  and  want  to  look 
into  it.  I  think  this  Board  should  hesitate  before 
voting  to  continue  to  put  water  spouts  into  sewers 
as  they  are  now.  There  is  no  question  but  that  we 
are  endangering  the  health  of  the  city  by  so  do- 
ing, and  the  only  question  is  how  far  we  sliall  go. 

Alderman  Peters— I  see  no  use  in  laying  it  upon 
the  table  and  accumulating  business  there.  If  we 
accept  this  report  it  does  not  prevent  us  from 
taking  up  the  subject  again  if  we  find  the  city's 
health  suffering. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  believe  that  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highlands  introduced  this  order.  He 
put  one  in  before  that,  and  afterwards  desired  to 
rescind  it;  he  then  put  in  another,  and  I  stated 
that  he  ought  not  to  press  it  until  he  knew  wnat 
he  wanted.  The  order  in  regard  to  water  spouts 
has  had  a  beneficial  result.  Many  people  have 
complied  with  that  order  and  connected  their 
drains  with  their  conductors.  Being  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  I  know  the  necessity  of 
such  connection,  for  last  winter  we  ha'd  to 
pay  damages  in  two  cases  for  broken  limbs 
caused  by  water  flowing  from  the  spout  and 
freezing  on  the  pavement.  If  you  trap  the  con- 
ductors they  will  freeze  up  in  winter.  At  present 
the  gas  escapes  from  the  tops  of  the  houses.  In 
other  cities  they  have  drains  in  the  middle  of  the 
streets  for  ventilating  the  sewers.  I  think  it  is 
much  better  to  allow  the  gas  to  escape  from  the 
tops  of  the  hou-es  than  into  the  streets. 

Alderman  Peters — The  committee  were  asked  to 
report  as  speedily  as  practicable  on  this  question. 
They  have  done  their  duty  and  we  are  bound  to 
accept  the  report. 

Alderman  Hall— Is  there  anything  in  this  report 
that  will  not  keep  a  week?  If  it  is  laia.  over  we 
can  all  look  at  it  in  print  and  understand  it.  There 
cannot  be  anything  in  it  which  the  Committee  on 
Paving  think  detrimental  to  them. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  desire  to  press  it. 
The  more  gentlemen  look  into  it,  I  am  sure  the 
more  they  will  be  convinced  that  it  will  be  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table  was  carried. 

EAST  LENOX  STREET  OBSTRUCTIONS. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  — 

Order  of  notice  to  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson  and  John 
T.  Manson,  to  quit,  on  or  before  October  5,  on  ex- 
tension of  East  Lenox  street.     Passed. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
monstrance ot  .Joseph  V.  French  et  id.  against  the 
rebuilding  of  the  old  "barrel  factory"  on  Second 
street,  near  K  street — Report  recommending  the 
reference  of  the  same  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Accepted 
and  reference  ordered. 

By  Aide;  man  Worthington,  for  the  Committee 
on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Reports  rec- 
ommending the  granting  of  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows:  Pliinehas  B.  Smith, 
rear  42  Marcella  street;  National  Tube  Works 
Company,  Edmonds's  wharf,  Wardl;  Robert  F. 
Rieker,  Anawan  avenue,  near  Centre  street;  C.  E. 
Sparhawk,  Murdoch  street,  near  Cambridge 
street.  Ward  lit:  Michael  Cleary,  Charles  street, 
near  Baker  street.  Ward  17;  W.  H.  Forbes,  Chest- 
nut street,  Ward  17;  C.  Meslangs,  corner  First 
and  B  streets;  Daniel  L.  Toppan,  lot  between 
North  Beacon  and  Market  streets;  A.C.Forbes, 
Boylston  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  John  H.Wright, 
land  in  rear  of  Foster  street,  Ward  111;  also  report 
in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  George  Clark.  Jr., 


for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  stable  on 
Columbia  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  FERRIES. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  East 
Boston  Ferries— Report  nominating  Samuel  B. 
Hopkins  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries,  vice  Daniel  D.  Kelly,  re- 
signed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Emery  the  Board  pmeeeded  to  an  election. 
Aldermen  Eniery  and  Power  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 7 

Charles  B.  Hunting 5 

And  Mr.  Hopkins  was  declared  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

TEMPORARY  CARE  OF    THE  INSANE. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  re- 
port relating  to  the  temporaiy  care  of  insane 
persons,  with  instructions  to '  report  where  a 
suitable  room  can  lie  obtained,  and  the  estimated 
expense  of  adapting  it  for  the  purpose  indicated- 
Report  that  they  rind  that  a  ro  un  can  be  obtained 
in  the  Court  House  Building  foi  the  purpose,  ad- 
joining the  Tombs.  They  estimate  the  cost  of 
preparing  said  room  with  cells  suitable  for  such 
persons  at  §1000.  The  committee  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Court 
House  Building,  adjoining  the  Tombs,  for  the 
temporary   retention    of    insane    persons,    at    an 

estimated  cost  of  si ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 

to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  leaning,  and  in  reply  to  Alderman  Peters, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  hastening  such  a  new  thing, 
said  his  reasons  were  that  the  matter  was  recom- 
mended in  the  message  of  his  honor  the  Mayor 
and  was  no  new  thing. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  matter  had  come  to 
the  committee  from  the  Board,  and  they  had  an- 
swered the  interrogations. 

Aldeiman  Peters  thought  members  should  have 
time  to  inform  themselves,  and  Alderman  Power 
withdrew  th»  motion  for  a  second  reading  and  th5 
order  was  laid  over. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  POOR'S  FUND. 

Alderman  Hall  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  who  were  requested  to  make  certain 
inquiries  in  lelation  to  tin-  custody  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  "Charlesfown  Poor's'  Fund,"  having 
attended  to  that  duty,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  This  fund  had  its  origin  in  a  be- 
quest ot  £2un. made  in  the  year  li;74bv  Richard  Rus- 
sell, the  annual  income  of  which  was  to  be  distrib- 
uted to  the  poor  of  Charlestown  by  the  Selectmen 
and  the  deacons  of  the  church.  Since  that  time 
various  other  bequests  have  been  made,  either  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  generally  or  for  certain 
classes  designated  by  the  donors,— the  same  offi- 
cers and  their  -uece-sors  being  named  as  trustees 
for  the  disbursement  of  the  income.  The  latest 
addition  to  the  fund  was  made  in  the  year  1860. 
and  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the*  trustees 
made  at  tnat  time  that  the  total  amount  held  by 
them  was  822,900. 

By  chapter  40  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1825,  the  Selectmen  and  the  two  senior  dea- 
cons of  all  the  egularly  organized  churches 
then  or  thereafter  constituted  in  the  town  of 
Charlestown,  were  incorporated  as  the  trustees  of 
the  "Charlestown  Poor's  Fund,"  "for  the  purpose 
of  managing  certain  donations  given  and  be- 
queathed at 'iitlercnt  periods  of  time  by  Richard 
Russell"  and  others,  "and  such  other  funds  as 
might  come  into  their  hands  for  like  purposes." 
When  Charlestown  was  incorporated  as  a  city, 
the  Aldermen  became  the  successors  of  tic  Select- 
men as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  With 
one  exception  all  the  bequests  which  have  been 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Charlestown 
have  been  placed  by  the  donors  under  the  care  of 
these  trustees. 

The  exception  is  the  "Pierce  Fuel  Fund" — a  sum 
of  S1500  left  by  the  will  of  Caleb  Pierce  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  (loci  nimnit,  as  trustee,  the  in- 
come of  which  is  to  be  "expended  in  the  purchase 
of  fuel,  to  be  distributed  to  those  indigent  widows 
residing  in  Charlestown  who-e  husbands,  before 
their  decease,  had  resided  in  Charlestown  at  least 
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one  year.'  Until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  City 
Government  the  trustees  of  the  Tool's  Fund  were 
authorized  to  distribute  the  ineonie  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

By  section  12  of  the  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Charlestown  with  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  trustees  of  'the  Poor's  Fund  in  the 
town  of  Charlestown  should  continue  to  manage 
their  fund,  and  disburse  the  income  thereof  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  seveial  trusts  ;  and  that  the 
members  of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council 
for  the  time  being,  residing  within  the  present 
limits  of  Charlesto.vi:,  should,  together  with  the 
senior  deacons  of  the  religious  societies  therein, 
constitute  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that,  w'th  the  exception 
of  the  "Pierce  Fuel  Fund,"  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  has  no  responsibility  or  concern  in  the 
management  aid  disbur-ement  of  the  bequests 
which  constitute  the  "Charlestowu  Poor's  Fund"; 
and  your  committee  see  no  reason  for  recommend- 
ing any  change  in  the  agency  for  the  distribution 
of  the  "income  of  that  fund  of  which  the  City  Gov- 
ernment wa-;  designated  by  the  donor  as  trustee. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 
A.  J.  Hall,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

CHAMBERS-STREET  EVENING  SCHOOL. 

By  Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  free 
evening  school  heretofore  located  in  the  Chambers- 
street  Chapel— Report  recommending  t.re  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  ward- 
room in  the  Wells  Schoolhou-e  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  the  evening  school  heretofore 
located  in  the  Chambers-street  Chapel ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  tin  appropriation  for  School- 
houses  and  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott, 
and  passed.  The  Alderman  stated  that  the  time 
f or  the  commencement  of  the  school  is  near  at 
hand,  and  it  was  desirable]  to  make  the  repairs  as 
soon  as  possible. 

THE  NEW  CITY   STABLE  LOT. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  and  they  aie  hereby  directed  to 
set  apart,  until  otherwise  ordered,  for  the  use  of 
the  Health  and  Paving  departments,  the  lot  of 
land  containing  10,172  square  feet,  as  shown  on 
the  accompanying  plan,  drawn  by  Thomas  W. 
Davis,  City  Surveyor,  the  same  to  be  added  to  the 
lot  previously  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
city  stable  at  Boston  Highlands. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  and 
passed. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION. 

Alderman  Stcbbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.Cook,  police 
officer,  for  extra  services,  amounting  to  $25,  be 
allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
provided  it  is  approved  in  tin-  usual  manner;  said 
amount  J:o  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries. 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Aldermen  Peters  and 
Cutter,  Alderman  Stebbin's  said  Mr.  Cook  was  em- 
ployed on  extra  duty,  the  bills  being  paid  quar- 
terly, to  go  on  important  errands  for  the  City 
Treasurer,  ami  attend  to  the  mails  for  City  Hall. 
There  had  been  a  demonstration  some  years  ago 
of  the  need  of  a  faithful  officer  to  perform  this 
duty,  and  Mr.  Cook  was  selected  for  his  peculiar 
fitness  for  the  position. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD  TRACK  IN  STATE  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  granting  permission  to  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  let  a  m  the  location 
of  their  temporary  track  on  state  and  Devonshire 
streets.  At  this  late  hour  1  do  not  propose  to  say 
a  word  upon  the  expediency  of  allowing  those 
tracks  to  remain  there.  I  merely  wish  to  move 
the  reconsideration  and  keep  the  matter  alive  one 
week  longer,  and  if  any  member  so  desires  I  shall 
not  object  to  laying  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  this  Board  is  as 
well  qualified   to  decide  this  question  now  as  it 


will  be  at  the  next  meeting,  when  there  will  be 
long  hearings  and  a  late  session.  We  have  been 
kept  here  solar*  that  a  few  minutes  more  will  not 
make  any  difference.  1  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Peters — The  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  seems  to  think  that  if  a  motion  is  laid  on 
the  table  it  must  come  up  at  the  next  meeting.  I 
call  his  attention  to  the  first  motion  of  the  list  on 
the  table,  in  regard  to  J.  M.  Smith's  riding  school, 
made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  nine  months 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

FEEDING   HORSES  IN  THE  PUBLIC  STREETS. 


sonal  explanat  ion  in  regard  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Alderman  from  the  Eighth  Ward  on  the 
feeding  of  horses  in  the  public  streets.  It  is 
strictly  against  the  ordinances  to  feed  horses  in 
the  streets  of  this  city.  [The  Alderman  read  sec- 
tion 3S  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  streets,  which 
prohibits  the  baiting  or  feeding  of  horses  in  the 
streets.]  This  is  the  law  of  the  city.  The  order 
referred  to  came  from  the  t  hief  of  Police  himself, 
from  the  fact  that  a  short  time  ago,  in  Eliot  street, 
a  party  took  the  headstall  otf  bis  horse,  put  the 
basket  on  his  head,  went  off  and  left  th~-  ani- 
mal standing  in  the  street.  The  horse  took 
fright  and  ran  away,  and  came  very  near 
doing  serious  injury  to  several  parties.  The  Chief 
then  thought  it  his  duty  to  prohibit  the  fee  ling 
of  horses  on  the  streets  unless  they  are  looked 
after  by  their  owners.  Another  reason  is  that  we 
have  jiist  spent  si,r,uii,oni)  for  extending  Washing- 
ton street  to  llaymarket  square,  and  S500,()l)0  more 
for  widening  and  extending  Devonshire  street  to 
Dock  square.  It  has  become  a  common  practice 
for  expressmen  and  others  to  use  those  extensions 
for  stable  purposes.  They  back  their  teams  in 
there,  and  I  have  seen  eight  or  ten  of  them  bait- 
ing their  horses  at  a  time.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  Chief  or  any  member  of  this  Board  proposes 
to  interfere  with  truckmen  who  Lave  been  in 
the  habit  of  feeding  their  horses  upon  their 
stands  at  noon,  but.  it  is  his  duly  lo  look  after  the 
enforcement  of  any  law  v.  Inch  is  violated  at  the 
risk  of  the  safety  of  the  citizeus.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  an  arrangement  can  be  made  so  that 
truckmen  who  reside  in  South  Boston  or  out  of 
the  city,  and  come  here  in  the  morning,  can  feed 
their  horses  during  the  day,  if  they  are  properly 
looked  after,  and  it  is  done  in  proper  localities. 
But  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  not  to  allow  Washing- 
ton, Court  or  Tremont  street  to  lie  used  for  such 
purposes.  The  commencement  of  this  prohibition 
was  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  accident  did  occur 
where  damage  was  done  to  teams,  and  a  very  se- 
rious injury  came  very  near  being  done  to  indi- 
viduals on  Eliot  street, 'from  the  feeding  of  horses 
there  with  mil  the  parties  looking  after  them. 

Alderman  Stcbbins— Then  it  seems  that  the 
order  which  caused  all  the  tumble  came  from  an 
accident  at  the  South  End,  where  one  man  forgot 
his  duty  to  the  public,  while  doing  his  duty  to  his 
horse.  "Then  1  think  more  cave  should  have  been 
used  by  the  department  in  enforcing  this  order. 
I  have'  had  a  great  many  teamsters  come  to  me  on 
account  of  it.  They  think  it  will  be  an  outrage  to 
send  them  home  at  noon  to  feed  their  horses.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances will  frame  such  an  amendment  as  will  suit 
the  case.  There  are  other  considerations.  If  we 
are  going  to  build  up  a  great  city  by  trying  to 
keep  the  streets  as  (juiet  as  in  a  country  town,  I 
hardly  think  we  shall  succeed.  We  might  as  well 
say  we  will  not  allow  people  to  come  here  with 
teams,  unless  they  are  able  to  go  to  a  stable  to 
have  their  horses  fed.  If  we  want  to  build  up  a 
great  city,  we  shall  have  to  be  more  liberal  with 
those  who  come  here. 

Alderman  Emery— I  think  it  is  proper  and  right 
that  there  should  be  some  restriction  put  upon 
this  feeding  of  horses  in  the  streets.  At  the  same 
time  it  would  lie  a  great  hardship  to  prevent  the 
feeding  in  proper  places.  There  are  proper  places 
and  improper  ones,  as  we  all  understand,  but  I 
should  myself  be  much  opposed  to  enforcing  this 
ordinance  so  as  to  entirely  prohibit  the  feeding  mf 
horses  in  all  streets  of  the  city.  It  would  be  a 
great  injury  to  persons  having  teams  who  come 
from  the  extreme  limits  of  the  city  and  are  un- 
able to  bait  their  horses  at  the  stables.  But  I 
should  hope  that  the  thing  may  be  restricted  so 
that  they  will  feed  only  ill  proper  places,  and  that 
without  inconvenience  to  tile,  public. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hairis  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    1,    1874. 


Renul.tr  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M. 
E.  0.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  A  NEW  MEMBER. 

Mr.  Flynnof  Ward  7  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  conduct  Mr.  Caton,  member  elect 
from  Ward  11,  before  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  the 
City  Clerk,  to  be  qualified  as  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  in  place  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes, 
deceased. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  whether  there  was 
any  official  information  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  elected.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proper 
course  would  be  for  the  President  to  announce 
Mr-.  Caton's  election  to  the  Council.  It  was  a 
mere  form,  but  should  be  kept  up. 

The  President  said  such  a  course  had  not  been 
customary,  but  be  would  read  Mr.  Caton's  certifi- 
cate of  election. 

The  certificate  was  read,  the  motion  was  adopt- 
ed and  Mr.  Flnm  was  appointed  said  committee, 
and  departed  to  perform  the  duty. 

Subsequently  Mr.  1-lvnn  reported  that  Mi.  Caton 
had  been  dulv 'qualified  before  the  Mayor.  The 
President  welcomed  Mr.  Caton  to  the  Council,  and 
he  was  escorted  to  seat  66. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Joseph  Hatch,  Owen  Nawn,  John 
T.  Manson,  J.  H.  Whiton  ct  al.,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry.     Severally  leferred.in  concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
stating  that  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  is  exhausted  ;and  request  of  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  §50,000  for  extension  of  water  pipe  in 
Wards  13  to  16.  Severally  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings,  of  remonstrance  of 
Joseph  P.  French  et  al.  against  the  rebuilding 
of  the  barrel  factory  on  Second  near  K  street. 
Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Reports  and  orders  authoi  i/.inu  permits  to  erect 
buildings  to  be  issued  to  i, etched  \-  Kldridge,  on 
Cambridge  street.  Ward  22;  to  William  C.  Strong, 
on  Keurick  street,  Ward  19.  .  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  cancelling  of 
the  bond  given  by  George  W.  Skinner  and  John 
T.Ellis  for  land'on  Camden  street,  west  of  Tre- 
mont  street,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  said 
order  set  forth.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  certain  lot  of  land,  contain- 
ing 16,172  square  feet,  to  be  set  apart  for  the  use 
of  the  Health  and  Paving  departments.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  S25.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and 
passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  bath  house  on  Cabot 
street  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  an  evening 
school.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  the  wardroom  in  the  Wells 
Schoolhouse  to  be  fitted  and  furnished  for  an 
evening  school.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  inexpedient  to  make  any  change  in  the 
custody  or  disposal  of  the  Charlestown  Poor's  Fund. 
Accepted. 

Report  nominating  Samuel  B.  Hopkins  as 
Director  of  East  Boston  Kernes  in  place  ot  Daniel 
I).  Kelly,  resigned,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  said  'Hopkins  as  such  director.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Messrs.  Tease  of  Ward  1,  Flynnof  Ward  7,  and 
Perkins  of  Ward  16  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect,  count  and  sort  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Samuel  li.  Hopkins  had 29 

Charles  B.  Hunting 25 

John  W.  Frazer. . : 1 

And  Mr.  Hopkins  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— Petitions  of  Shaw 
&  Sharp,  to  tie  paid  for  two  gascirctilatingheaters 
for  steam  engines  furnished  the  Fire  Department 
in  1S73,  by  order  of  the  Chief  Engineer;  and  of  D. 
Sharp,  to  be  paid  for  work  done  in  attaching  said 
heaters  to  the  engines.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Petitions  of  Company 
C,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a  suitable  place 
for  an  armory;  Of  Company  D,  First  Regiment. 
for  $100  for  repairs  on  armory.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Armories. 

By  Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  John 
Bryant  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Austin  street.  Ward  'JO.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

THE  PROPOSED  NAUTICAL    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who  were 
requested  to  consider  t lie  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  free  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys  in 
navigation,  seamanship,  mat  me  enginery  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  proper  equipment  and 
sailing  of  vessels,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  The  subject  of  establishing  a  nauti- 
cal school  has  been  urged  upon  the  attention  of 
the  City  Government  several  times  during;  the 
past  fifteen  years.  The  nautical  branch  of  the 
State  Reform  School  went  into  operation  in  1860 ; 
and  in  the  i  olio  wing  year  Captain  R.B.Forbes  me- 
morialized the  City  Council  to  establish  as  apart  of 
our  system  of  public  education  a  school  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  common  English  branches  a  ml  in  practi- 
cal seamanship  and  navigation.  The  committee  to 
whom  the  memorial  was  icferred  made  a  general 
recommendation  in  favor  of  establishing  such  a 
school,  but  stated  that  the  execution  of  any  spe- 
cific plan  was  attended  with  so  many  difficulties 
that  they  hesitated  to  put  their  recommendation 
into  form  for  definite  action.  The  times  were  un- 
favorable to  the  consideration  of  any  new  meas- 
ures except  those  relating  to  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  the  country  was  then 
engaged,  and  as  a  consequence  the  committee's 
recommendation  failed  to  take  practical  shape. 

In  1870  Captain  Forbes  made  another  appeal  for 
action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council ;  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  conunitlee  charged  with  t lie  investi- 
gation of  the  subject  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
information  concerning  the  operation  of  nautical 
schools  established  in  other  cities. 

Although  the  committee  appeared  to  re- 
gard the  project  favorably,  they  failed  to 
make  any  recommendation  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  matter  was  presented  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  as  unfinished  business.  That  com- 
mittee found  that  the  city  had  no  power  to  appro- 
priate money  forthe  purpose  of  establishing  such 
a  school,  and  thereupon  the  whole  matter  was 
dropped. 

It  is  now  presented  to  the  Government  under 
somewhat  different  circumstances.  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  furnish  upon  applica- 
tion of  a  Governor  of  a  State  a  vessel  of  the  navy 
properly  fitted  up  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  any 
nautical  school  established  at  each  or  any  of  the 
ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more and  San  Francisco,  upon  the  condition  that 
there  shall  be  maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or 
branch  of  a  school,  for  the  instruction  of  youths 
in  navigation,  seamanship,  marine  enginery,  etc.; 
and  the  President  is  authorized  to  detail  proper 
officers  of  the  navy  as  superintendents  of,  or  in- 
structors in,  such  schools. 

The  full  text  of  the  act  is  appended  hereto. 
The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
having,  by  an  act  passed  in  1873,  pro- 
vided for  the  establishment  of  a.  nautical 
school,  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
city  of  New  York  have  taken  the  necessary  steps 
to  obtain  a  vessel;  a  naval  officer  has  been  detail- 
ed as  instructor,  and  a  school  is  now  being  organ- 
ized at  that  port.  A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Education  upon  the  subject  is  ap- 
pended hereto. 

Requisitions  have  been  made  by  ( lie  authorities 
of  Philadelphia  and  San  Franci'so  for  suitable 
vessels  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  Baltimore  a  "Floating  Public  School"  has 
long  been  established.  Under  the  ordinances  of 
the  city,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Schools  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  organize  and  put  in 
operation  a  public  school  of  such  grade  as  may 
seem  to  them  advisable,  on  board  of  any  ship  or 
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other  vessel  liat  ui.-iv  for  the  time  being  be  used 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Baltimore  as  a  nautical 
school.  The  relations  which  the  city  authorities 
occupy  to  the  school  established  there  are  set 
forth  in  the  following  memorandum,  signed  by  a 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  School 
Commissioners : 

"It  was  agreed,  that  in  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  school,  the  School  Commissioners  should 
furnish  teachers,  and  the  same  course  of  instruc- 
tion, so  far  as  it  would  be  applicable,  as  are  now 
employed  in  our  schools — with  desks,  seats  and 
all  necessary  Looks  and  stationery,  and  should  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  same  care  anil  supervision 
that  they  now  give  to  the  public  schools;  and  on 
the  part' of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  citizens 
generally,  whose  assistance  it  will  invoke,  it  was 
proposed  that  the  vessel  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  school  should  be  provided  with  the 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  all  neces- 
sary riggiug,  tackle,  etc.;  also,  whatever  nautical 
apparatus  is  required,  and  adequate  teachers  to 
instruct  the  boys  in  all  that  relates  to  seaman- 
ship." 

In  this  connection  the  following  account  of  the 
nautical  schools  in  Liverpool  (extracted  from 
Captain  Forbes's  address  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  in  1870)  will  be  of  interest: 

"In  Liverpool  there  are  three  institutions  for 
the  education  of  seamen.  First  is  the  'Mercan- 
tile Marine  Service  Association,'— conducted  on 
board  her  Majesty's  ship  Conway,  and  is  de- 
signed to  train,  and  complete  the  education  of 
boys  intended  for  officers  in  the  merchant 
service.  Boys  intended  for  the  royal  na- 
vy are  also  admitted,  and  receive  special 
training  for  that  service.  The  terms  for 
admission  are  £40  per  annum,  the  parents 
of  children  finding  underclothes,  and  ten 
guineas  are  charged  tor  uniform.  Children  of 
memoers  have  certain  privileges.  Boys  between 
twelve  and  sixteen  are  received;  and  they  must 
know  how  to  read  and  perform  the  simple  rules  of 
arithmetic,  and  they  must  pass  a  medical  exami- 
nation. So  far  as  1  can  see  by  glancing  over  the 
reports,  i  believe  the  Government  furnish  the  ship 
and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  gives  honorary  tokens 
of  merit ;  but  the  current  expenses  are  paid  from 
subscriptions,  and  I  infer  the  expenses  exceed  the 
receipts.  Hie  next  in  order  is  the  training  ship 
Indefatigable,  where  the  sons  and  orphans  of 
sailors,  and  other  poor  and  destitute  boys  are 
taught,  xhis  institution  is  established,  as  i  learn 
from  the  report  of  1868, 'with  a  view  to  rescue 


them  in  habits  of  industry  and  usefulness  in  the 
mercantile  maiine.'  This  school  is  mainly  de- 
pendent on  private  contributions,  which,  for  1867, 
amounted  to  onlv  £1528 — not  sufficient  to  main- 
tain the  one  hundred  boys  then  on  board. 
None  are  received  under  twelve  or  over  fif- 
teen years  of  age;  and  none  who  cannot 
pass  a  medical  examination.  Preference  is 
given  to  boys  belonging  to  Liverpool, but  others 
are  received     The  mayor  is  president  ex  officio. 


I  am  not  aware  whether  or  no  the  Government 
has  furnished  the  ship,  but  1  presume  so. 

Some  of  the  items  of  maintenance  are— Salaries. 
£790;  provisions,  £598;  clothing,  £222;  outfit  for 
thirty-one  boys  sent  to  sea,  £188.  The  other  ship 
is  the  Akbar,— a  reformatory  institution,  and  con- 
stitutes a  branch  or  portion  of  the  'Liverpool 
Juvenile  Reformatory  Institution' ;  the  other 
parts  being  the  'Liverpool  (iirls'  Reformatory' 
and  the  -Liverpool  Farm  School.'  The  Mayor  of 
Liverpool  is  the  president." 

Although  the  General  Government  will  un- 
doubtedly furnish,  upon  application  by  the  proper 
authorities,  a  suitable  vessel,  and  detail  an  able 
instructor  for  duty  at  this  port,  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  the  school  will  involve  a  con- 
siderable annual  expense  to  the  city;  and  vour 
committee  have  been  advised  by  the  City  Solicitor 
that  further  legislation  will  be  'required  to  enable 
the  city  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose.  A 
copy  of  his  opinion  is  appended  ;  also  a  list  of  the 
branches  authorized  to  be  taught  in  our  schools, 
and  an  extract  from  an  opinion  of  Judge  Shaw- 
bearing  upon  the  subject. 

The  question,  therefore,  to  be  determined  is 
whether,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  United 
States  Government,  it  is  expedient  to  petition  the 
Legislature  foi  authority  to  organize  and  main- 
tain such  a  school.    It  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of 


that  the  offer  of  the  Government  should 
be  accepted.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  re- 
sults of  such  an  establishment  are  likely  to  repay 
the  expense,  the  city  ought  not  to  act  in  the  mat- 
ter. Although  the  school  DO  be  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  national  authorities  will  be  on 
a  different  basis  from  the  one  established  by  the 
State  in  1860,  and  recently  abandoned,  an  exami-- 
nation  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  State  institution  cannot  fail  to  fur- 
nish some  useful  hints  upon  the  subject  now 
under  consideration. 

Governor  Washburn,  in  his  inaugural  address  to 
the  Legislature  in  1872,  said— 

"The  Nautical  School  was  established  in  the 
belief  that  it  would  be  very  useful  in  forming 
a  good  class  of  sailors.  That  it  at  least  par- 
tially answered  this  expectation  while  the  war 
furnished  Doth  an  outlet  and  an  incentive 
to  the  boys,  is  unquestionably  true  ;  but  I 
seriously  doubt  the  wisdom  or  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  school.  At  the  date  of  the'  last  re- 
port 144  boys  were  on  the  schoolship,— kept  there 
at  an  expense  to  the  State  nearly  twice  as  great 
per  boy  as  is  incurred  for  those  at  Westborough. 
No  thorough  classification  is  possible  onboard 
the  ship,  and  the  very  vicious  and  comparatively 
good  are  necessarily  crowded  together.  Tiiev  can- 
not be  kept  at  study  all  the  time;  there  is  little 
opportunity  to  do  anything  else;  and  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  provide  them  with  suitable 
work.  The  system  does  not  tend  to  reformation 
so  much  as  the  Westborough  system.  Few  of  the 
boys  are  willing-  to  go  to  sea,  and  steam  navigation 
having  to  so  great  an  extent  superseded  the  ne- 
cessity for  sailing  vessels,  there  is  uot  much  de- 
mand for  them.  During  the  past  year  onlv  twen- 
ty-nine were  shipped,  of  whom  eleven  were  placed 
in  the  revenue  service,  from  which  mosi  of  them 
promptly  deserted.  It  is  manifestly  unwise  to  ex- 
pend considerable  sums  in  fitting  boys  for  a  call- 
ing which  they  are  not  to  pursue,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  that  early  provision  be  made  for  the 
close  of  the  school  and  the  sale  of  the  school- 
ship." 

As  the  proposed  school,  when  established,  would 
naturally  be  placed  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  School  Committee,  and  as  nothing 
can  be  done  until  after  the  next  Legislature  as- 
sembles, your  committee  would  recommend  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  school  board,  with  a 
request  to  consider  and  report  to  the  City  Council 
as  early  as  practicable  upon  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  nautical  school,  and  the  probable 
annual  expense  to  the  city  of  maintaining  the 
same. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 
Chas.  J.  Prescott, 

Of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
W.  H.  "West, 

Of  the  Common  Council. 

Following  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor : 

Cur  Solicitor's  Office,  2  Pemberton  ) 

Square,  \ 

BOSTON,  Sept.  21,  1874.  ) 
Sir— In  my  opinion,  the  City  Council  have  not  a 
legal  right  to  appropriate  monev  from  the  city 
treasury  for  the  support  of  a  'nautical  school, 
such  as  is  contemplated  by  the  accompanying- 
order.  Municipal  authorities  cannot  raise  or  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  support  of  any  schools 
Other  than  those  which  ale  authorized  by  statute; 
and  no  statute  authorizes  a  school  of  this  descrip- 
tion to  be  provided  for  at  the  expense  of  cities  or 
towns.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Mr.  Alderman  Prescott,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West,  the  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF    TREMONT    STREET. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  widen- 
ine  Tremont  street  by  taking  a  portion  of  the 
Common  from  Park  to  1 '.ovist on  street. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Before  that  motion  is  put 
I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  the  Council  some 
reason  why  he  makes  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  moved  to  take  the 
order  from  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
an  amendment  refemng  the  matter  to  the  Street 
Commissioners.    A  petition  has  already  been  pre- 
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usual  custom  of  that  board,  thev  will  advertise 
for  hearings  upon  the  subject.  That  is  the  proper 
place  for  the  subject  to  go,  and  I  make  this  mo- 
tion in  order  to  get  the  order  off  the  programme. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Then  there  can  be  no 
harm  in  allowing  the  order  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
If  any  petitions  for  that  widening  are  before  the 
Street  Commissioners  it  will  avail  nothing  to  have 
the  order  passed  in  this  body.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  motion  will  not  prevail  and  that  the  order  will 
continue  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Let  the  Street 
Commissioners  hear  the  petitioners,  pass  upon 
the  subject  and  then  submit  their  recommenda- 
tions to  the  City  (iovernment. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost. 

COMPENSATION    TO  A   FIREMAN'S    FAMILY. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 

be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  the 

family  of  the  late  Mark  W.  Hayes  the  sum  of  one 

hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  cover  the  funeral  ex- 


penses of  said  Hayes  who  was  killed  while  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  as  driver  of  Steam  Engine 
No.  26;  said  'sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Fire  Department. 

The  order  havinir  been  read  once,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  the 
order  might  lie  passed.  It  is  customary,  he  said, 
when  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  is  killed 
in  the  service  to  appropriate  a  certain  sum  for  his 
family.  The  order  came  in  proper  form  from  a 
memlJer  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

VACANCIES  FILLED. 

The  President  announced  tae  appointment  of 
Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11  to  the  positions  in  the  joint 
committees  on  Public  Institutions,  and  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  made  vacast  by  the  death  of 
Hillman  B.  Barnes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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dernien  took  place  .Monday.  Sept.  .:>.  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  his  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 


jrn"i;s    drawn. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  David  Snow,  that 
Atlantic  avenue  be  graded  and  put  in  order  near 
Arch  street,  as  the  occupants  of  petitioner's  build- 
ing  claim  an  allowance  on  the  rent  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  streets :  also  that  a  wooden 
building,  which  has  been  moved  into  the  street 
and  has  remained  there  some  two  months,  may  be 
removed ;  also  complaining  of  the  Otis  estate  as  a 
nuisance. 

E.  F.  Sears  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Seaverns  avenue,  Ward  17. 

James  Reed  et  al..  that  brick  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  north  side  of  Princeton  street,  between  Put- 
nam and  Prescott  streets. 

T.  C.  and  C.  F.  Newcoinb  et  al.,  that  the  old 
part  of  Newcomh  (formerly  Prescott  street  be  re- 
graded  and  that  the  edgestones  and  sidewalks  be 
relaid. 

Emanuel  Downing  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be 
laid  on  the  south  side  of  Lexington  street,  from 
Putnam  to  Eagle  street. 

Pettr  Higgms  et  a!.,  that  Rockland  street,  be- 
tween Rockland  and  Walnut   avenues,  be  graded. 

Thomas  S.  Wales  et  al.,  that  the  extension  of 
Harvard  avenue  in  Ward  Hi  mav  be  graded. 

John  R.  Duff  ei  "?.,  thai  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Burroughs  street.  Ward  17. 

F.  J.  Baxter  et  al.,  that  Fifth  street  be  graded 
between  M  street  and  the  water. 

James  Riley,  to  lie  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Com  witter  on  Stmts  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  S.  E.  Decker,  for  abatement  of  better- 
ment assessment  on  land  in  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
19. 

To  the  Committer  on  Sewers.  William  H.  Low 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Bedford  street,  from  Kings- 
ton to  Columbia  street. 

Mary  A.  G-.  Fuller,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sewer  in  Clifton  street,  Ward  16. 

Franklin  Proctor,  for  the  removal  of  the  drain 
which  runs  through  Ids  land  on  Cottage  street. 

To  tin  CommUte,  on  Health  on  flu  part  of  the 
Board.  Daniel  Goodnow,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Fulton  and  Rich- 
mond streets.' 

David  C.  Hall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  forty  horses  on  Mcrrimae  s  Licet,  Xos.  156  and 
160. 

John  O'Hare,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  Knowlton  street,  in  the 
rear  near  Eight  street. 

Louis  Vogel,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Washington  and  Grove  streets, 
Ward  17. 

C.  W.  Ryan  et  al.,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  A.  J. 
Butterly  for  leave  to  remove  his  stable  to  Mavei  ick 
street. 

Trustees  of  Boston  College,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain their  cellar  below  grade. 

P.  R.  Ouiiicy,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  cellar  be- 
low grade  at  (i!i3  Harrison  avenue. 

Boston  Protective  Department,  for  leave  to 
occupy  a  brick  stable  on  Oshoi  n  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  George  S. 
I'cndcrgast  and  other-.  A--i— ni>  of  ChaileMown 
in  187.3,  to  be  allowed  forservices  rendered  in  their 
official  capacity  to  April  i,  1x74. 

DORCHESTER  BAY  SEWER. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  expediency 
of  taking  a  strip  of  land  five  feet  wide  and  seventh 
feet  long  belonging  to  JosephHam  Cor  the  pur- 
pose of  lavmg  a  seuer  from  land  of  Moseley  to 
the  edge  ol  the  uiai  -li  in  lion-he-  ter  Hav.wa-  con- 
sidcred,  and  no  one  appearing  to  object .  the  suh- 
jcet    was  lee lifted  1  o  till'  ( 'ol  ll  lint  tee  on  Sewer,-.. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Harn  was  present,  and 
no  motion  of   Alderman    Power    the    subject  was 


again  taken  up  in  order  to  give  Mr.  Ham  a  hear- 


iDMr 


Ham  objected  to  its  going  through,  as  he  did 
not  know  what  he  might  want  to  use  the  land  for, 
and  expected  to  receive  proper  compensation;  if 
it  does  go  through  he  would  prefer  to  have  it  go 
through  the  centre  of  his  land. 

The  order  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

FASl   DRIVING  ON  THE  MILDDAM. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
an  ordiuance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to 
streets,  so  as  to  admit  last  driving  on  the  portion 
of  Brighton  avenue,  between  Beacon  street  and 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  l:i,  and  a  public  hearing- 
was  given  the  petitioners  (John  Shcpard  and 
others),  and  of  remonstrants  (Edward  D.  Sohier 
and  others). 

The  Mayor  read  the  section  of  the  ordinance 
with  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee. 


some  preliminary  remarks  by  counsel  and  Alder- 
man Clark  relative  to  the  mode  of  procedure,  the 
petitioners  opened  their  case. 

Mr.  Russ  said  all  that  could  be  offered  as  testi- 
mony must  be  the  opinion  of  those  familiar  with 
trials  of  speed.  It  was  nothing  unusual  to  report 
an  ordinance  applying  only  to  one  portion  of  the 
city.  Until  the  annexation  of  Brighton  the  law 
of  the  road,  if  there  was  any,  was  disregarded; 
anil  gentlemen  owning-  a  large  amount  of  taxable 
property  in  fast  horses  have  used  this  road  for 
trials  of  speed.  Now  all  they  ask  is  when  they  are 
returning  from  an  evening  'drive,  if  they  have  a 
desire,  to  drive  beyond  the  absurd  limit  of  six 
miles  an  hour,  they  wish  the  privilege  of  do- 
ing so  without  being  stopped  by  a  policeman 
or  being  brought  into  court  next  day  as  a 
criminal.  He  understood  policemen  to  say  the 
effect  of  permitting  the  .speeding  of  horses  on  this 
road  was  the  acquiescence  of  all  parties  in  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance  when  they  reached  that 
part  of  the  city  Where  there  arc  dwellings. 

John  A.  Nowell,  called  by  Mr.  Huss,  thought 
there  would  be  very  little  danger  in  allowing  the 
horses  to  go  as  last  as  they  could  trot;  to  limit 
driving  everywhere  to  six  niiles  an  hour  is  absurd  as 
are  other  statutes  on  our  books;  there  are  two  mil- 
lion dollars  invested  in  horses  entirely  on  account 
of  their  speed;  there  are  accidents  on  the  mile 

f;round,  but  the  proportion  would  compare  very 
avorably  with  other  sections,  raking  the  speed 
into  consideration  ;  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  acci- 
dents result  from  the  carelessness  of  inexperi- 
enced drivers ;  there  are  other  roads  where  per- 
sons who  wish  to  drive  slowly  can  enjoy  them- 
selves; such  a  display  of  fine  horses  always  at- 
tracts a  large  number  of  people  ;  he  had  seen  the 
street  lined,  during  sleighing  lime,  two  deep  on 
each  side,  merely  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
horses  go  fast;  it  attracts  all  classes;  he  thought 
the  fast  driving-  should  be  done  under  the  surveil- 
lance of  the  police.  To  Mr.  Parker  he  said  there 
area  great  many  2. 15  horses  in  Boston;  horses, 
as  a  general  thing,  which  can  go  at  that  rate,  can 
be  stopped  easily,  for  they  are  well  broken ;  he 
once  owned  a  thioe-niiiiiite  horse,  which  his  child 
could  drive  easily;  do  not  think  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity tor  crossing  the  road  on  occasions  when 
people  are  trotting  their  horses. 

John  Shcpard,  called  by  Mr.  Kuss,  had  driven 
there  twenty  years  and  thought  il  caused  no  great 
inconvenience  to  citizens;  the  exhibitions  there 
had  caused  many  persons  to  go  there  and  after- 
ward pay  high  prices  for  horses;  generally  the 
drivers  acquiesce  in  the  rule  where  fast  driving  is 
prohibited,  mid  he  believed  the  pel  dinners  de- 
sired to  have  the  driving  under  police  regulations; 
thought,  the  only  crossing  is  at  Harvard  street, 
about  the  end  of  the  groun  I ;  he  thought  if  would 
be  better  to  include  the  limit  between  Beacon  and 
Harvard  .streets,  if  there  was  objection  to  extend- 
ing it  as  far  as  Cambridge  street. 

Mr.  Russ  called  flic  names  of  several  gentlemen, 
but  none  re-ponding,  lie  said  the    pel  il'ioners  sup- 


he  woul 


rest  his  . 


spondeil  and  Mr.  Russ 
for  the  present. 
After  a  brief  discussion  as  to  the  advisability  of 

Euttingin  additional  testimony  lor  the  petitioners 
ctween  Mr.  Barker  and  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Nowell  ex- 
plained his  remark  that  be  did  not  see  any  neces- 
sity of  crossing  the    street;  he    had    seen  people 
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crossing  the  street  to  get  better  positions,  but  iliil 
not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  it  while  the 
horses  were  being  driven  fast,  any  more  than 
there  would  be  crossing  a  railroad  track  when  a 
locomotive  is  passing,  and  it  was  equally  dan- 
gerous. 

E.  D.  Sohier,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  lie  had 
lived  in  that  vicinity  twenry-seven  years,  and  on 
the  mile  grouiu.  ten  years.  Tin-  practice  of  racing 
is  exceedingly  unsafe  and  a  nuisance  to  the  peo- 
ple living  there.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Novell 
as  to  the  danger  of  crossing  the  street.  It 
is  not  till  within  eight  years  that  there  has  been 
this  fast  racing  in"  Weighs,  which  began  on  the 
Neck,  and  then  on  the  Tremont  road,  and  in  Brook- 
line,  but  it  was  stopped  at  those  places,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  mile  ground.  The  road  is 
only  forty  feet  between  the  sidewalks,  and  with 
two  rows' of  sleighs  on  each  side,  with  two  lines  of 
racers  between,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  turn 
into  or  out  of  their  gates,  and  if  they  did  they 
were  liable  to  abuse  from  the  drivers,  some 
of  whom  were  exceedingly  drunk.  He  did  not 
believe  any  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  petition  would 
allow  their  wives  to  be  driven  there  by  ordinary 
drivers.  The  abutters  regarded  the  sleigh  racing 
as  temporary,  and  never  complained  of  it.  Kacmg 
on  wheels  began  to  be  common  in  1871  or  1872, 
wher  " 


became  such  a  nuisance  that  the  abutters  sent  in 
a  petition  to  the  police  to  stop  it.  A  great  number 
of  accidents  have  taken  place,  and  several  this 
year.  In  point  of  fact,  the  racing  has  stopped  up 
the  public  way.  The  driver-  are  not  the  gentlemen 
present,  and'  you  generally  see  them  by  their 
cigars  in  the  dark.  To  let  up  all  restraint,  as  is 
proposed,  would  greatly  increase  the  danger  on 
this  thoroughfare  to  Brookline,  Brighton  and 
Newton.  It  is  an  important  line  o£  travel.  If  a 
citizen  gets  in  the  line  of  a  racer  he  runs  the  citi- 
zen down,  or  if  the  latter  smashes  him  the  driver 
abuses  him.  Either  the  racing  or  all  quiet  driving- 
must  stop.  There  are  lulls  when  you  can  get  in  and 
out.  St.  Mary's.  Essex,  St.  Paul,  Pleasant.  Babcock, 
Harvard,  Allston  and  some  other  streets  or  lanes 
open  on  to  the  avenue,  on  all  of  which  people  live, 
and  have  occasion  to  use  this  road.  There  are 
great  nuisances  on  all  such  places  in  the  form  of 
liquor  shops,  which  do  not  tend  to  increase  the  se- 


:  there,  in  violation  of  the  law.  and  it  has  1 
come  a  nuisance.  Close  and  fast  driving  occurs 
only  in  tl;e  evening,  for  a  short  time.  The  better 
class  of  gentlemen  disappear  about  dusk,  and 
then  the  worst  class  of  drivers  comes  down.  To 
grant  this  petition  would  bring  other  classes 
there ;  it  would  give  unlimited  license  to  speed; 
six  miles  an  hour  is  an  unreasonable  limi- 
tation in  some  streets  of  the  city,  but  the 
ordinance  proposed  will  limit  drivers  to 
that  speed  every  vhere  except  on  the 
mile  ground.  This  promiscuous  driving  is 
more  dangerous  than  on  any  race  course.  The 
Brighton  race  course  is  near  by  and  gave  a  great 
impetus  to  this  fast  driving.  He  suggested  that 
the  road  at  the  reservoir  could  be  used.  To  Mr. 
Buss  Mr.  Sohier  said  there  were  very  few  abutters 
on  that  road;  there  are  only  two  streets  which 
cross  the  avenue;  the  locality  of  the  rapid  driving- 
depend  on  the  order  the  road  is  in;  the  city  has 
lately  repaired  it,  and  the  driving  is  extending  tip 
towa'rd  the  upper  end.  Brighton  and  Brookline 
have  done  repairs  on  the  road  at  different  times, 
but  he  could  not  compare  it  with  other  roads. 
The  exhibition  of  racing  brings  out  a  fine  display 
of  horses  there ;  he  should  like  to  be  driving  some 
of  those  fine  horses  himself.  A  great  number  of 
people  drive  out  there  and  get  a  safe  position  on 
each  side  to  see  the  driving,  and  a  long  line  of  teams 
on  each  side  contains  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
our  most  respectable  citizens,  who  go  there  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives.  There  would  be  a 
vast  deal  more  trouble  in  controlling  drunken  men 
behind  fast  horses  than  it  would  in  other  places. 
There  is  occasional  fast  driving  during  the  day, 
but  the  principal  part  of  it  has  been  in  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  He  drives  over  this  road 
during  a  large  part  of  the  year ;  would  not  give 
much  for  a  horse  that  would  not  go  from  here  to 
Nahant  in  an  hour ;  think  the  rate  for  Washing- 
ton street  should  not  he  enforced  in  many  other 
streets.  He  remonstrated  against  the  race  track, 
because  it  had  become,  when  the  old  half-mile 
track  was  there,  a  very  low  place:  he  remonstrated 
against  changing  it  to  a  mile  track  because  of 
the  grog  shops  and  ether   concomitants  of  race 


courses.  He  failed  in  his  opposition,  but  had  seen 
the  evils  he  predicted. 

F.  L.  Winship,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Gardner  street,  and  sometimes  travelled 
on  the  mile  ground,  which  for  many  years  bad 
never  been  under  police  regulations;  he  had  sent 
petitions  to  the  Brighton  Selectmen  to  have  police 
stationed  there ;  he  opposed  the  riotous  driving- 
there  on  account  of  the  safety  of  himself  and 
family  and  friends  who  came  to  his  house ;  there 
are  two  school  houses  there,  and  the  pupils  have 
to  cross  this  road  four  times  a  day.  It  is  at  times 
exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous  to  get  across 
this  street:  he  had  got  policemen  stationed  there, 
and  until  the  mounted  police  came  there  it 
was  very  dangerous :  some  of  the  mounted  police 
said  tliey  were  afraid  to  ride  their  horses 
there  at  first;  many  children  have  to  cross  the 
road  every  day.  To  "Mr.  Buss  he  said  a  great  deal 
of  reckless  driving  was  done  by  men  perfectly 
sober;  if  he  understood  correctly,  some  of  the 
reckless  drivers  had  signed  the  petition;  he  had 
been  so  informed  by  the  police.  There  are  nearer 
thirty  than  nine  houses  on  ;hat  portion  of  the  road 
they  propose  to  exempt;  the  bulk  of  the  road  is 
thinly  inhabited.  but  a  great  many  people  live  off 
the  load  who  are  obliged  to  use  it  for  travel.  The 
second  lot  from  the  road,  he  had  been  informed, 
was  bid  in  last  fall  at  forty  cents,  which 
sold  at  forty-five  a  year  ago,  and  he  believed 
real  estate  has  gone  down  in  value  along 
that  lice.  Some  lots  have  doubled  within 
the  past  five  years,  but  he  would  not  say  the 
whole  territory  had.  He  understood  that  this  re- 
peal yvould  place  them  without  any  protection 
from  the  police.  It  would  not  in  his  opinion  be 
as  easy  to  control  that  road  a  single  hour  in  the 
day  as  for  the  whole  day;  they  did  have  good 
police  regulations,  but  understood  that  they"had 
been  taken  off  through  the  influence  of  some 
members  of  the  City  Government;  there  has  been 
a  disposition  to  ignore  the  quiet  people  of  Brigh- 
ton, and  there  had  never  been  any  restriction  on 
careless  and  reckless  driving  tinder  a  town  gov- 
ernment. Now  the  reckless  drivers  want  to  do 
the  same  thing  under  a  city  government ;  all  he 
asked  was  to  keep  away  the  nuisance  from  which 
they  had  suffered  for  tw-o  years. 

William  H.  Foster,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  had 
resided  on  the  mile  ground  nineteen  years,  in 
peaceful  possession  tilt"  within  a  few  years.  It  is 
a  most  abominable,  intolerable  nuisance  to  allow 
the  fast  driving  to  continue.  He  could  not  get 
into  or  out  of  his  gate  ;  he  had  to  fall  into  a  line, 
and  when  he  went  to  cross  the  road  to  go  into  the 
gate  he  had  endured  a  great  deal  of  cursing  from 
the  drivers.  Not  long  ago  he  had  to  keep  a  young- 
lady  at  his  hou-e  till  after  evening,  for  fear  she 
would  be  injured.  Accidents  are  very  frequent, 
horses  are  maimed  ;  remember  finding  a  horse  dying 
on  the  road,  took  the  horse  on  a  drag  and  tolled  him 
up  to  his  house  and  kept  him  two  days,  when  he 
died  ;  that  horse  had  been  left  there  to  starve  to 
death  by  his  owner.  People  driving  from  the 
streets  named  by  Mr.  Sohier  have  got  to  cross  the 
avenue  in  order  to  get  on  the  line  of  travel.  The 
neighborhood  is  fast  building  up  there,  and  this  is 
a  trunk  road  into  which  those  six  or  seven  roads 
empty.  To  Mr.  Buss  he  said  there  were  decidedly 
more  than  a  dozen  houses  on  the  mile  ground,  but 
it  is  thinly  settled,  although  a  great  many  families 
live  near  there  and  have  to  cross  this  road.  He 
did  not  know  what  he  could  get  for  his  land  now 
and  did  not  think  the  assessed  valuation  is  double 
what  it  was  five  years  ago.  In  his  judgment  ab- 
solute prohibition  is  better  than  the  license  of  an 
hour  a  day ;  there  is  a  race  course  where  the  v  can 
go  and  break  their  necks:  the  legul  itions  of  the 
last  two  months  have  been  very  near  perfection. 
He  was  not  a  horse  man  and  never  drove  fast 
horses.  To  Mr.  Parker  he  said  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  proposition  for  a  license  for  an  hour  a  clay. 

Mr.  AVinsliip  recalled,  said  many  of  the  children 
who  go  to  those  schools  have  had  "to  cross  the  ave- 
nue. 

Cyrus  H.  Brown,  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Allston  street ;  the  nuisance  is  great  and 
intolerable;  more  people  probably  cross  near  Alls- 
ton  street  than  at  any  other  point;  he  had  great 
reason  to  remonstrate ;  his  son,  in  attempting  to 
cross  the  street  was  run  over  and  his  right  arm 
broken,  for  which  he  had  not  prosecuted  the 
town:  the  man  who  ran  over  him  did  not  stop  to 
pick  up  the  boy;  this  was  in  sleighing  time.    It  is 


about  five  o'clock;  the  road  was  thronged.     He 
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could  mil  say  what  the  thousands  went  there  for, 
and  had  no  doubt  many  went  to  see  the  exhibi- 
tion of  horses;  many  of  them  might  be  peaceable 
citizens,  lint  he  was  not  able  to  judge. 

S.  N.  Dickerman,  called  by  Mi .  Parker,  said  he 
lived  on  Allston  street;  called  the  fast  driving 
dangerous,  although  he  considered  himself  a  good 
driver;  he  had  a  hoy  of  seven  who  has  to  go  on  to 
the  road  to  go  to  school.  He  liked  to  have  his 
wife  come  to  the  city  for  him  to  drive  out  with 
him,  and  he  thought  it  unsafe  ror  her  to  drive  in 
at  those  hours,  and  oftt-ii  he  thought  it  unsafe  to 
drive  out  himself.  To  Mr.  Russ  he  said  his  wife 
would  have  to  go  round  by  Brookline  and  the  road 
to  the  reservoir,  a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  the  way; 
it  would  be  a  mile  farther  to  go  through  Cani- 
bridgepoit,  be-ides  not  being  a  good  road. 

George  W.  Torrey.  called  by  Mr.  Parker,  said  he 
lived  at  Cottage  Farms;  passed  over  the  road  daily, 
saw  great  many  accidents— carriages  -mashed  up; 
the  last  one  was  at  the  end  of  his  street— a  car- 
riage was  smashed  by  fast  driving  :  there  is  more 
danger  when  there  is  racing  at  , he  race  course; 
do  not  know  that  it  would  be  any  worse  with  re- 
striction than  it  is  now.  To  Mr.  Russ  he  said  he 
did  not  think  the  police  do  any  good  now,  and  at 
certain  times  as  many  police  a-  vou  might  put  on 
would  have  no  effect;  he  had  never  sen  ladies 
run  into  on  that  road ;  he  was  only  three  minutes 
from  Brighton  avenue,  and  a  mile  from  Beacon 
street. 

Mr.  Parker  then  addressed  the  Board  in  behalf 
of  the  remonstrants ;  a  strong  case  cannot  be  put 
too  gently,  and  he  would  try  to  be  as  moderate  as 
possible.  Six  miles  an  hour  is  too  slow  for  all 
parts  of  the  city;  the  remonstrants  are  willing  to 
have  a  fair  law  applicable  to  all  sections,  relaxing 
that  rule ;  they  had  no  objections  to  fast  hor-.es  and 
fast  driving,  but  nobody  can  examine  this  ordi- 
nance without  pronouncing  it  the  ino.-t  extraordi- 
nary piece  of  legislation  attempted  to  be  made  in 
behalf  of  one  class,  who  are  rich  and  are  to  be 
furnished  a  free  race  course  by  public  taxation; 
this  would  be  in  favor,  not  of  the  people,  but 
of  a  class  of  people  worth  two  millions  in  fast 
horses;  it  is  the  niilhoiinaires  who  ask  to  take  this 
highway  for  a  race  course  at  the  public  expense  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  great  trunk  roads  leading  into 
Boston.  First,  you  should  not  establish  a  trotting 
park  at  the  public  expense,  and  second,  if 
you  do  establish  such  a  park,  it  should  not 
be  on  a  public  highway.  He  did  not  know 
what  people  would  say  to  this  question,  but  was 
confident  so  intelligent  a  Hoard  would  not  en- 
tertain the  idea.  This  highway  is  for  the  public 
to  travel  on.  This  proposition,  as  put  by  one  of 
the  petitioners,  is  to  make  that  road  as  danger- 
ous to  cross  as  a  railroad  track  with  a  locomo- 
tive coming.  The  ordinance  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee liberates  this  road  from  police  control;  a 
highway  will  be  stopped  up  for  the  owners  of 
s„, nun, nun  worth  of  last  hoi ses,  and  this  from  the 
admission  of  their  own  witnesses.  This  road  is 
one  of  the  three  great  inlets  from  the  country,  on 
which  there  are  two  schools,  into  which  several 
streets  debouch,  with  a  growing  neighborhood, 
and  this  road,  this  highway,  you  are  to  turn  into  a 
race  course,  and  to  tax  the  people  every  year  to 
maintain.  It  is  not  proposed  to  allow  one  hour  a 
day;  if  it  were,  what  right  have  the  Board  to  shut 
up  a  road  for  twenty-three  hours,  rnd  let  it  be 
open  for  one  hour.  Rather  let  them  go  there 
and  break  the  law  at  all  hours.  No  one  has 
any  protection  except  a  suit  for  damages,  and 
that  is  no  protection  to  a  man's  wife  and  family. 
If  notice  is  once  given  that  2. an  horses  may  be 
driven  fast  there,  will  it  not  also  be  giving  notice 
to  everybody  else  to  keep  oil'  the  course?  If  this 
has  been  done  in  the  green  tree,  when  prohibited, 
what  will  not  be  done  in  tne  dry.  when  all  restric- 
tion is  taken  off  ?  It  will  be  a  free  racing  park, 
and  everybody  with  a  horse,  fast  or  slow, 
will  go  there  to  try  to  make-  him  go.  If  you 
establish  this  race  course  under  police  reg- 
ulations, such  regulations  would  be  very  curi- 
ous indeed;  for  the  men  might  drive  fast 
and  not  be  drunk  or  noisy  ;  whereas  if  it 
is  once  established  as  a  quiet  race  course,  the  pro- 
tection of  the  police  will  not  amount  to  anything. 
This  city  refused,  last  year,  to  license  boys  to  play- 
ball  on  the  Common,  for  fear  some  one  'would  be 
hurt,  and  now  the  proposition  is  to  put  on  a  force 
of  police  to  protect  a  free  race  course  and  keep 
the  men  from  beiiiLi- drunk  and  swearing.  As  a 
citizen  he  would  feel  great  mortification  were 
such  an  ordinance  passed  and  have  the  country 
members  of  the  General  Court  come  here  next 
winter  and  annul  it.    He    appealed  to  the  Board 


not  to  grant  the  petition,  and  believed  the  peti- 
tioners would  think  better  of  it  after  going  home 
and  sleeping  on  it.  The  committee,  in  reporting 
the  ordinance,  had  taken  a  step  without  seeing  the 
consequences. 

Mr. Russ  closed  the  case  for  the  petitioners.  He 
thought  the  tenacity  of  a  few  persons  clinging  to 
their  privilege-,  against  the  comfort  of  the  many, 
was  the  basis  on  which  the  remonstrants  stand. 
Their  witnesses  are  the  abutters  on  a  thinly  set- 
tled territory;  a  highway  was  never  asked  to  be 
laid  out  but  the  abutters  came  and  protested 
against  it;  but  the  abutters  who  object  to  horse 
railroads  and  new  highways  are  ready,  a  year 
after,  to  say  they  are  glad  of  it.  The  luxuries  of 
life  are  allied  to  the  necessities,  and  people  want 
one  as  well  as  the  other.  The  whole  com- 
munity have  had  a  cultivated  taste  for  horses, 
not  merely  the  people  owning  them.  The  humblest 
who  cannot  afford  to  keep  a  horse,  as  well  as  those 
who  can,  go  out  by  thousands,  to  the  mile  ground 
and  take  their  families  there  to  enjoy  the  carnival 
of  pleasure  in  the  exhibition  of  as  line  horses  as 
there  are  in  New  England.  It  is  just  as  well  to 
use  a  portion  of  this  road  for  such  trials  of  speed 
as  it  is  to  give  it  to  a  horse  railroad.  The  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  the  great  number  must  be  al- 
lowed in  preference  to  the  wishes  of  a  few. 
Against  the  lew  families  there  he  put  the  wishes 
of  the  thousands  of  every  class,  from  every  part  of 
the  city,  who  demand  this  boon.  The"  three 
petitions  number  very  many  respectable  names; 
they  desire  not  an  unrestricted  race  course,  but 
a  road  on  which  they  can  drive  their  horses  at 
speed  under  proper  regulations.  It  shows  the 
good  faith  of  the  petitioners  in  not  desiring  to 
ride  over  their  fellow  men;  it  is  asked  for  by  re- 
spectable men,  and  an  authority  exists  in  the  po- 
lice to  regulate  the  conduct  of  men  who  are 
noisy,  riotous  and  drunk.  Mr.  Russ  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  General  Statutes  in  regard  to 
the  powers  of  the  police,  and  thought  that  if 
these  gentlemen  could  not  speed  their  horses 
without  creating  a  disturbance  they  must  be 
suppressed.  The  city  could  line  the  road  with  a 
cordon  of  police  and  enforce  the  law.  It  is  the  old 
worn  argument  of  prohibiting  a  thing  you  cannot 
prohibit.  This  terrible  nuisance  seems  to  have 
come  from  the  fact  that  the  public  have  been  op- 
posed to  the  enforcement  of  this  law ;  and  now  the 
Eetitioners  say,  Give  us  an  ordinance  you  can  en- 
urce;  put  us 'in  a  position  so  that  we  will  not  be 
classed  with  the  riotous  and  disorderly  and  bring 
down  the  terrors  of  the  law  on  those  who  disobey 
the  law.  There  was  the  same  fear  of  accidents 
when  railroads  were  hist  talked  of:  it  reminded 
him  of  the  story  of  the  man  who  was  afraid  to  get 
married  because  lie  was  afraid  he  should  have  a 
child  and  the  child  fall  into  a  pot  ami  get  scalded. 
The  Board  must  see  that  the  application  is  from 
a  great  number  lor  a  slid  greater  number,  and  is 
opposed  by  the  few  who  live  on  the  road.  Mr. 
Buss  instanced  precedents  in  Chicago.  New  York 
and  other  cities,  where  beautiful  lines  of  road  ale 
laid  out  for  this  purpose.  This  petition  is  in  the 
line  of  progress,  and  to  grant  it  will  be  an  act  the 
city  will  not  lie  ashamed  of  in  the  future. 

This  ended  the  hearing,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Cutter  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  half- 
past  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIEMED. 

Constables— C.  S.  Emery,  Charles  S. Black,  John 
M.  llodgate,  John  May,  John  C.  liobinson,  Henry 
C.  Stratton,  Charles  R.  Cutter,  George  Richard- 
Special  Police— John  Gibbons,  Washington  Pipe 
Works,  Saratoga  and  Pope  streets;  William  Chan- 
ninu  Clapp,  Clapp  place,  Five  Corners;  S.  Walter 
Wales,  Columbia  street  and  its  vicinity.  Ward  10; 
Daniel  W.  Carney,  Wint.hrop  Hall,  Charlestown. 

HOTEL  AT  CITY  POINT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  took 

up   the  special    as-igi uit  for  five  o'clock  P.  M., 

viz.,  the  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petitions  of  G.  II.  Waleott,  for  innholder's  and 
billiard  licenses  at  City  Point. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  further  considera- 
tion of  them  yvas  specially  assigned  to  5  P.  M.  next 
Monday. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  boiler  and  engine  in  a  building  to  he 
used  as  a  barrel  factory,  by  George  &  Proctor,  on 
corner  of  K  and  First  streets,  and  Porter  <S  Co 
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613  Atlantic  avenue;  and  orders  of  notice  were 
passed  for  hearings  thereon  on  Mouda  jv  October 
2Gth,  instant,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  all  parties 
objecting  to  the  granting  of  the  same. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Court  House,  Court 
square,  for  the  temporary  care  of  insane  persons. 
Estimated  expense,  $1000. 

Order  to  pave  Washington  street,  from  Chester 
square  to  Newton  street,  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  S52,000. 

Order  to  pave  Washington  street,  from  Waltham 
street  xo  Newton  street,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost,  §68,000. 

Order  to  pave  Albany  street,  from  Concord 
street  to  the  Roxbury  Canal,  with  small  granite 
blocks.     Estimated  cost,  $25,000. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Company  B  First  Infantry,  Com- 
pany C  Ninth  Infantry,  John  Bryant,  Shaw  and 
Sharp  and  D.  Sharp.    Severally  referred. 

Certificates  of  the  appointment  of  Asa  H.  Caton 
on  Committees  on  Common,  etc.,  and  Public  In- 
stitutions; to  fill  vacancies.    The  Board  concurred. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $150,  to  defray  funeral 
expenses  of  Mark  W.  Hayes,  a  fireman,  who  was 
killed  in  the  performance'of  his  duty.    Passed. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  was  presented,  duly  certified, 
and  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Paymaster  of  Stale  Aid.  Report  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  July,  August  and  September — 
Received  of  the  City  Treasurer,  $21,059:  dis- 
bursed, $21.211 ;  balance  on  hand  Oct.  1,  S448;  .inly 
applicants,  1326;  August  applicants,  1275;  Sep- 
tember applicants,  i.'jgo.    Sent  down. 

Inspector  or'  Lh;liicr.i.  Quartery  report  for  Oct.l— 
Receipt-,  $1941.8..:  expenses  of  office,  $47.73;  di- 
vided by  the  incumbents,  $1895.12;  vessels  in- 
spected, 437;  cargoes  of  same,  33,870  tons.  Sent 
down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  license  from  the  State  Board  of  Harbor 
Commissioners  f  >r  the  city  to  extend  Swett  street 
by  constructing  r.  bridge  or  solid  structure  across 
South  Bay.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  George  Sparhawk,  to  be  paid  for  sods 
and  loam  taken  from  his  estate  in  Brighton  in 
1873. 

Report  that  the  City  Council  lias  no  power  to 
grant  the  petition  of  Peter  ilobart,  Jr.,  et  at.,  that 
an  allowance  be  made  from  the  city  treasury  to 
Thomas  D.  Johnson,  who  was  injured  while  in  the 
employ  of  a  person  under  contract  with  the  city. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  James  A.  Kemp,  that  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  overflow  from  a  sewer  upon  his  land 
be  abated,  as  the  evil  complained  of  has  been  rem- 
edied. 

Report  on  petition  of  C.  C.  Cobleigh  et  at.,  to  be 
paid  foi  damages  caused  to  the  wells  on  their  es- 
tates by  the  constiuction  of  a  sewer  in  North  Har- 
vard street.  'Ward  19,  that  the  city  is  not  liable  for 
the  damages  suffered  by  the  petitioners. 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Sauer  to  be  paid 
for  damages  caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
er in  Halfeck  sheet,  that  if  the  petitioner  has  any 
claim  it  is  against  the  person  who  contracted  to 
perform  the  work,  and  not  against  the  city. 

Severally  accepted. 

METROPOLITAN  AND  HIGHLAND  RAILROADS. 

Alderman  Cutter  for  himself  and  Alderman 
Power,  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  for 
leave  to  use  i he  tracks  of  the  Highland  Railway 
in  Shawmut  avenue  and  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters,  a  minority  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, ottered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for 
the  report  of  the  majority : 

Ordered.  That  permission  lie  and  hereby  is  given 
to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  this  Board,  to  enter  upon 
and  use  with  its  Kglest  on-square  line  of  cars  the 
tracks  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
on  Guild  row,  Rox bury  street  and  Shawmut  ave- 
nue ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  lay  down   such  con- 


nections, switches  and  curves  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  connect  in  a  proper  manner  the  tracks  of 
said  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Washington  street, 
south  of  Dudley  street,  with  the  tracks  of  said 
Highland  Railway  Company  on  Guild  row. 

Alderman  Peters— I  voted  in  favor  of  granting 
the  petition  of  the  Highland  Railroad  for  leave  to 
run  over  the  tracks  ot  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
in  Comhill  and  "Washington  street  because  I 
thought  it  was  a  reasonable  request  for  leave  to 
accommodate  the  public.  These  streets  belong  to 
the  public,  and  this  Boird  should  give  the  same 
rights  to  one  road  that  it  does  to  another.  The 
Egleston-square  cars  have  to  run  over  Washington 
street  as  far  as  Boylston  street  or  Temple  place, 
and  get  intoTieinont  .street  .hat  way.  which  makes 
a  delay  of  at  least  five  minutes,  besides  filling 
Washington  street  between  Dover  and  Boylston 
streets  with  cars.  The  number  of  cars  proposed 
to  be  run  on  this  route  is  six  an  hour 
each  way,  and  the  trip  can  be  made  over 
Shawmut  avenue  in  five  minutes  less  than  now. 
The  granting  of  tins  petition  will  not  damage  the 
rights  of  the  Highland  Railroad  by  taking  rhe 
fares  of  passengers,  for  the  cars  aie  generally  full 
when  they  come  to  Dudley  street;  and  if  they 
should  take  in  passengers  on  Shawmut  avenue  the 
statutes  provide  a  means  of  resort  to  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  and  the  Railroad  Commissioners 
would  allow  such  reasonable  compensation  as 
would  be  just.  I  therefore  move  that  the  order 
be  substituted  for  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Alderman  Cutter — How  is  it  that  they  save  five 
minutes'  time  when  the  distance  is  the  same? 

Alderman  Peters — There  is  not  a  very  great  dif- 
ference  in  the  distance,  but  the  saving  occurs  in 
Shawmut  avenue  where  there  is  plenty  of  room. 
There  is  never  a  great  jam  on  Shawmut  avenue, 
but  there  is  frequent  delay  on  Washington  street 
between  Dover  and  Boylston  streets;  I  never 
heard  there  was  a  jam  on  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween these  two  points. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  Alderman  does  not  pro- 
duce the  merits  of  the  case.  The  reason  why  five 
minutes  are  saved  is  because  the  Highland  road 
runs  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour,  while  the 
Metropolitan  run- at  only  five.  Therefore  if  you  let 
the  Metropolitan  cars  on  Sha  wmut  avenue  they  will 
not  save  those  five  minutes  but  block  up  the  street. 
Shawmut  avenue  i-  the  only  road  the  Highland  cars 
come  in  on,  while  the  Metropolitan  road  has  tracks 
on  Harrison  avenue,  Washington  and  Tiemont 
streets  and  elsew  here.  If  you  allow  this  petition  the 
Highland  road  will  rightly  come  in  here  and  ask 
the  privilege  of  running  their  cars  on  Washington 
street  and  elsew  here  on  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan road.  Besides,  there  are  no  petitioners  for 
this  thing  except  the  President  of  the  Mettopoli- 
tan  Railroad.  If  the  people  in  that  locality  desire 
to  be  accommodated  in  this  way,  they"  would 
naturally  appear  here  with  petitions.  Bttcnosuch 
petition  has  reached  this  Board.  Therefore  I  see 
no  merit  in  the  gentleman's  substitute  for  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Peters— If  the  inhabitant-  of  Ward  17 
had  known  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  they 
would  have  sent  in  a  great  number  of  petitions. 
But  it  is  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  petitions. 
The  Alderman  seems  to  look  upon  the  rights  of 
only  one  railroad  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  a"  question  as  to  the  rights  of  the  railroads  at 
all.  If  the  public  can  be  better  accommodated  bv 
having  these  cars  run  over  Shawmut  avenue  I 
would  vote  for  it;  or  if  that  result  could  be  ac- 
complished by  allowing  the  Highland  ears  to  run 
down  Washington  street.  I  would  vote  for  that. 
I  vote  for  what  I  believe  will  benefit  the  people 
living  along  the  line.  If  petitioners  would  carry 
it  then  I  know  tha  everybody  on  the  line  of  Wash- 
ington street  in  "Ward  17*  would  sign  a  petition  to 
have  it  done. 

Alderman  Brooks— As  this  is  an  important  sub- 
ject, and  as  the  hour  is  quite  late,  f  move  that 
further  consideration  of  it  be  po-tponed  till  Mon- 
day next,  at  half-past  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  we  are  as  well  pre- 
pared to  settle  this  question  tonight  as  we  will  be 
next  Monday.  We  are  now  detained  beyond  the 
usual  hour,  and  I  hone  this  matter  will  be  settled. 
I  think  a  report  as  preposterous  ami  unreasonable 
as  this  of  the  minority  might  oc  very  easily  set- 
tled. The  gentleman  argues  that  if "  citizens  of 
Ward  17  were  aware  this  "matter  was  coming  up 
they  would  come  in  with  petitions.  I  think  that 
is  preposterous.  It  must  be  apparent  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Ward  17  that  a  line  of  railroad,  controlled 
by  one  company,  should  be  regulated  by  that 
company.    If  the  Metropolitan  road  see  fit* to  in- 
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crease  their  time  to  six  miles  an  hour  they  can 
do  so.  If  they  are  allowed  to  run  on  Shaw- 
mut  avenue  there  will  be  two  competing  roads 
running  on  one  track,  and  there  will  be  a  con- 
stant conflict.  You  might  just  as  well  say  that 
running  another  railroad  to  Lowell,  parallel  with 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  would  not  take  any 
passengers  from  the  present  road,  as  to  say  the 
granting  of  this  petition  will  not  injure  the  High- 
land road.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  people  will 
be  better  accommodated  as  they  are  now.  I  hope, 
for  these  reasons,  that  the  special  as-ignment  will 
not  prevail,  and  that  the  subject  will  be  settled 
tonight'. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  trust  the  motion  to  assign 
will  not  prevail.  I  agree  entirely  with  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and 
12.  It  must  be  apparent  to  members  of  the  Board 
that  this  is  plainly  a  case  to  be  settled  tonight. 
To  grant  this  petition  will  seem  preposterous.  We 
have  much  business  accumulating,  ami  I  hope  this 
will  be  dispo-ed  of  this  evening. 

Alderman  Hall— I  see  no  particular  necessity  for 
pres-ing  this  matter  this  e>  eriing,  although  when 
the  order  came  in  here  to  allow  tire  Highland  road 
to  run  its  cars  over  the  Metro  iolitan  track  in  Corn- 
hill  it  was  urged  as  a  necessity,  and  passed  the 
same  evening,  no  one  being  given  a  chance  to  be 
heard.  I  hope  that  fairness,  will  prevail,  and  the 
public  will  lie  given  tune  to  look  into  this  matter, 
and  I  trust  the  order  will  lie  over  for  a  week.  If 
the  people  iu  Roxbury  want  to  come  here  and  be 
heard,  let  them  come.'  This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  committee  three  months;  it  certainly  will 
keep  a  short  week. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost— yeas 
4,  nays  8 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Hall,  Peters,  Stebbms 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark.  Cutter,  Emery, 
Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Worthington— 8. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  motion  to  substi- 
tute. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Metropolitan  Railroad 
are  not  very  anxious  for  this  petition.  They  have 
not  pressed  the  committee  to  make  a  report,  and 
they  stated  that  they  should  not  have  asked  for  it 
except  that  the  Highland  Railroad  had  got  the 
privilege  of  running  round  the  circuit,  showing 
conclusively  that  it  is  not  very  material  to  them. 
But  we  have  got  to  act  upon  1  heir  petition. 

Alderman  Peters— The  majority  of  the  Paving 
Committee  seem  to  have  learned  a  great  deal  of 
their  argument  since  last  Thursday  afternoon. The 
President  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  has  spoken 
of  this  matter,  and  urged  us  to  make  this  report. 
An  Alderman  in  this  Board  asked  about  this  re- 
port and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  assured 
him  that  it  had  been  made;  I  did  not  contradict 
him,  thinking  he  might  be  light,  and  I  might  be 
mistaken.  It  is  not  stating  the  ques'iori  properly 
to  say  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  do  not  want 
it.  This  Board  granted  the  Highland  road  the 
right  to  go  round  the  chcuit,  and  now  I  think  it  is 
the  merest  reciprocity  to  allow  the  Metropolitan 
to  use  the  tracks  of  the  Highland. 

Alderman  Hall— I  am  aware  that  it  is  veiy  un- 
popular to  say  anything  in  this  Board  in  favor  of 
the  .Metropolitan  Railroad.  They  have  lost  pres- 
tige simply  because  i  b.ey  have  lost  the  position  of 
monopolists.  A  charter  was  granted  to  the  High- 
land Street  Railway,  and  now  it  has  come  tj  the 
point  to  say  whether  that  road  shall  monopolize 
the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan.  I  believe  the 
Highland  Railway  has  accomplished  a  very  good 
purpose;  it  has  afforded  the  o-oplo  of  ihe  High- 
lands ample  accommodations,  and  caused  the  Met- 
ropolitan to  increase  the  number  of  its  cars;  but 
having  served  the  purpose  for  which  its  charter 
was  granted,  it  does  not  sci  in  to  me  that  we.  as 
custodians  of  the  people's  interests,  ought 
to  allow  them  to  ruin  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  by  doing  all  the  business  along 
the  line  of  that  road.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Metropolitan  has  some  rights.  In  1850  they  were 
granted  a  charter  to  run  round  Cornhill;  shortly 
after  that  the  South  Boston  road  was  allowed  to 
use  that  track  and  they  did  so  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Metropolitan.  This  year  two  other 
roads  have  been  allowed  to  run  round  there  and 
use  that  track.  We  were  told  that  it  was  an  ex- 
periment, but  it  has  been  pretty  clearly  proved 
that  there  are  more  blocks  in  the  streets  than  be- 
fore; carriages  cannot,  make  any  headway,  and 
teams  are  delayed.  Now  the  Metropolitan  ask  the 
same     privilege  that   is   granted     other 
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the    reply?       They    say    it    will 


injure  the    Highland    road.     Why, 


the  Railroad  Commissioners  have  decided  that. 
And  yet  the  Highland  road  have  been  chartered 
to  bring  people  from  Roxbury  into  the  citv,  and 
the  Metropolitan  has  asked  to  use  the  Highland 
track  for  one  of  its  lines,  in  order  to  save  time  and 
better  accommodate  the  people  of  one  important 
section  of  the  city.  Now,  when  we  ask  a  week  to 
consider  this  subject  we  are  not  allowed  to  do  so, 
and  the  Metropolitan  road  are  not  to  be  heard  at 
all.  I  am  not  going  to  treat  the  thing  so  slightly. 
I  believe  the  minority  report  should  be  substituted 
for  the  majority,  ami  that  this  corporation  should 
be  allowed  to  use  that  track,  or  else  the  Highland 
should  give  up  the  use  of  the  Metropolitan's. 

Alderman  Power— The  president  of  the  Metro- 
politan road  was  aware  that  this  matter  was  to 
come  up  today,  and  he  has  no  objection  to  its  be- 
ing decided  one  way  or  the  other  this  evening.  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  the  gentleman  on 
the  subject.  The  Board  is  as  well  piepared  to  de- 
cide it  today  as  at  any  other  time,  and  I  think  it 
had  better  be  done  now.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Hall— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  President  ot.the  Metropolitan  road 
is  willing  to  have  this  matter  decided  tonight? 
Does  the  gentleman  know  that  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge ? 

Alderman  Power — I  had  a  talk  with  him  today. 
He  said  it  might  as  well  be  decided  today  as  at 
anv  other  time,  if  we  saw  fit  to  do  so. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  order  for 
the  rnajoiity  report  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall.  Peters,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow-,  Brooks.  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Harris,  Power,  Prescott,  Worthing- 
ton—9. 

The  report  of  the  majority  was  accepted. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  J.  W. 
Hunnewell  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  under  Bremen 
street,  between  l'utnam  and  Prescott  streets,  upon 
conditio]!  that  he  shall  fust  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, holding  the  city  harmless' against  any  and 
all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  la)  ing 
down  and  maintaining  of  said  pipe  under  said 
street;  also  upon  condition  that  he  shall  remove 
said  pipe  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Princeton  street,  hetwen  Pres- 
cott and  Eagle  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board 
a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Caleb  H.  Dol- 
beare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  $1027,  for  the  city's 
portion  of  the  expense  of  building  a  retaining 
wall  in  front  of  his  estate  on  Atlantic  avenue,  to 
support  the  filling  of  said  avenue  ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Burnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  Board 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  duly  17, ".1874,  to  pay 
Caleb  II.  Dolbeare,  trustee,  the  sum  of  $1027  upon 
certain  conditions  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  construct  a.  retaining  wall  at  the  end 
of  Yarmouth  street,  on  the.  line  of  the  Providence 
Railroad  ;  and  to  grade  and  gravel  said  street  ac- 
cording to  the  established  grade.  Estimated  cost, 
$4500. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters 
ami  crossings,  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of 
Fairfield  street  between  Beacon  street  and  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  also  to  build  the  cesspools 
and  drains  required  for  the  surface  drainage  of 
said  street.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  .Monday,  Oct.  20, 
at4P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  gianting  the  petition 
of  Metropolitan  Railroad  lor  leave  to  extend  their 
locations  in  Roxbury.    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Licen- 
ses, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Milliard  Licenses  (iranlcd  —  \\  llliam  hocnemann, 
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C',2  Boylston  street;  .1.  II.  Flack  Cc  Co.,  .'it,:')  Wash- 
ington street  (renewed);  James  Cutter,  148  Merid- 
ian street. 

Auctioneer'.-  License  (Granted— John  D.Bicktord. 
1  West  Dedham  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— William  M.  Nas- 
sau, 56  Washington  street :  !•:.  A.  Berdge.  59  Wash- 
ington street;  Samuel  A.  Packard,  519  Washington 
street. 

Minors' Applications  Granted— Five  bootblacks. 
thirteen  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— A.  P.  Peck,  to 
give  concerts  at  Beethoven   Hall  from  Oct.  5  to  10. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— John  F.  Bowers  and 
five  others. 

"Wagon  Licenses  Transferred — George  L.  Dixon 
and  three  others. 

"Victuallers' Licenses  Granted— -P.  H.  Diegnan, 
189  D  street;  James  Tee  van,  2  Providence  street ; 
Raffail  Cohen,  on  "Washington-street  extension, 
four  doors  from  Hanover  street. 

Victuallers"  Licenses  Refused— William  Carson, 
1  Garland  street;  Thomas  J.  Denny,  38  Harrison 
avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  John  E.  Hum 
to  run  coaches  from  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Al- 
ly streets  through  Kingston.   Otis,  Devonshire 


the  Lowell  and  Eastern  railroad  stations,  and  to 
return  by  the  same  route ;  the  rate  of  fare  for  pas- 
sengers not  to  exceed  ten  cents. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  order  was 
read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  and  intended  to  be 
present  when  that  matter  was  considered  and 
oppose  it,  but  that  was  my  fault,  I  think  the 
matter  hail  better  lie  over,  for  I  certainly  do  not 
think  we  should  put  another  line  of  coaches  in  our 
crowded  streets  just  yet.  The  horse  cars  run 
from  these  very  points  for  a  less  price  than  is  to 
be  charged  by  the  coaches. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  thought  the  gentleman 
understood  the  matter,  or  I  should  "not  have 
moved  that  it  be  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  I  understand  this  order 
it  is  to  furnish  a  line  of  coaches  to  the  North  End, 
at  a  fare  of  ten  cents,  while  the  horse  cars  go  over 
the  same  route  and  charge  only  five  or  six  cents, 
and  seven  cents  for  transfer  from  one  line  to  an- 
ether.  I  cannot  now  see  any  reason  whv  we  should 
license  these  coaches. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  move  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  as  they  ought  to 
understand  a  matter  and  not  report  upon  it  until 
they  can  agree. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
for  that  motion.  "We  very  often  see  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  differing ;  we  often  see  them  coming 
in  here  with  two  reports,  and  sometimes  three,  f 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted. re- 
ports as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  fol- 
lowing petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables : 
Michael  Crady,  North  Harvard  street, 'Brighton ; 
Clark  B.  Wood,  North  Charles  street,  near  Lever- 
ett  street:  Owen  Nawn,  Parker  street,  near  Centre 
street;  Henry  C.  Smith.  Wales  place,  Ward  16;  M. 
S.  P.  Pollard,  Savin  Hill  avenue,  corner  Midland 
street;  A.  J.  Houghton  &  Co.,' Halleck  street, 
brewery  estate.  Also,  reports  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  <>n  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  sta- 
bles by  Patrick  McGovern,  301  Bolton  street; 
Joseph  W.  Robinson,  Bremen  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  for  leave  to  maintain  cellars 
below  grade  as  follows:  Proprietors  of  T  wharf , 
house  on  Atlantic  avenue,  cellar  one  foot  below 
graue,  leave  granted,  provided  -aid  cellar  be  boxed 
tothesatisfa -lion  of  Committee  on  Health,  William 
R.  Clark,  ten  stores  on  Broad  street,  one  foot 
belnw  grade,  1  -ave  grained;  Stephen  11.  Tarbell, 
50  and  52  Hudson  street,  ana  Archibald  McLean. 
corner  Pitts  and  Meirimac  streets,  severally  leave 
•So  withdraw.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
feet  above  mean  low  water,  as  provided  in  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Alderman,  approved  De- 
eember  24,  1872,  and  in  default  of  such   alteration 


tion  of  chapter  377  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
proceedings  will  be  commenced  against  them  ac- 
cording:'to  law:  F.  C.  Bacon,  one  house,  27G  Bea- 
«on  street ;  Frederick  Pope,  one  house,  329  Beacon 
street ;  D.  W.  Beckler,  two  houses,  317  and  319 
Marlborough  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Peters,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  to  whom  was  referred  tne 
request  of  the  trustees  of  said  cemetery,  for  an 
appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land,  submitted  a  report 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  i<>  grant  the  request; 
also  a  report  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  request  of  said  trustees  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $4200  for  the  completion  of  a  new 
receiving  tomb.    Severally  accepted. 

STEAM  ENGINES  AND  BOILERS. 

Alderman  Brooks  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines  reported  as  follows: 

Report-'  in  favor  oi  granting  petitions  of  George 
K.Paul  &  Co.,  48-50  Union  street,  and 'Anton 
Krasinski,  Brookside  avenue,  for  leave  to  locate 
engines  and  boilers  at  the  places  named.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  James  McCaffery  et 
oil.,  that  measures  be  taken  to  secure  the  oakum 
factory  owned  and  occupied  by  Thomas  H.Dun- 
ham oh  N  and  O  streets,  which  "the  petitioners  al- 
lege is  in  dan  rer  of  taking  or  creating  hie,  that 
having  examined  said  building  they  find  that  the 
same  Is  a  substantial  brick  structure,  and  is  in  no 
wav  dangerous  to  the  dwellings  in  its  proximity, 
and  therefore  no  action  is    necessary.    Accepted. 

ELECTION  OF  TRUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  candidates  for  trustee  of  theCitv 
Hospital,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
election  of  Asa  H.  Caton  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Hillman  B.  Barnes.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Harris  and  Worthington  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
and  they  reported  that  Asa  H.  Caton  had  received 
twelve  votes.  Mr.  Caton  was  declared  unanimous- 
ly elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Sohier  &  Welch,  attorneys,  for  the 
persons  hereinafter  named,  S72,810;  for  land  taken 
in  the  name  of  Joseph  L.  Cunningham,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Federal 
and  Milk  streets,  upon  E.  Linzee  Cunningham, 
Sarah  L.  Cunningham,  and  Eliza  G.  Winchester, 
trustee  for  Mary  B.  Cunningham. 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  Crowley  $244.50,  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Crowley, 
by  the  extension  of  Marion  street  to  Meridian 
street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Anna  M.  Wright  §663.12  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  of  J.  H.  Wright  in  the  widening 
of  Foster  street,  by  the  town  of  Brighton  in  1873, 
and  also  for  her  ownership  in  about  2500  square 
feet  of  land  in  the  sidewalk  of  said  Fo-ter  street, 
as  it  existed  in  front  of  her  estate  before  the  wid- 
ening. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  order  took 
its  second  reading  and  was   put   upon  its  pas-age. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  if  this  settled  all  claims 
for  grade  damages. 

Alderman  Harris  said  that  was  generally  settled 
by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  not  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Alderman  (  utter  said  he  raised  the  question  be- 
cause the  Selectmen  had  been  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing cue  settlement  to  cover  all  grade  damages  as 
well  as  damages  for  land  taken. 

The  chairman  state  I  that  this  sum  was  the  award 
of  the  Selectmen  otjl Brighton. 

The  order  was  passed. 

By  Aldermen  Harris  foi  the  same  committee- 
Report  recommending  leave  to  \\  ithdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  E.  A.  Boardman  et  al.  for  abatement  of 
assessment  of  betterments  on  estates  uand  11  Com- 
mercial street.    Accepted. 

SEWERS  AND  THE  PARKER-STREET  NUISANCE. 

By  Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on 
Sewers— 

Repoit  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  (at  his 
own  request)  on  petition  of  George  C,  Leach  for  a 
sewer  in  Putnam  street,  Ward  14."    Accepted. 
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Orders  dii oc tiny the  Superintendent  (if  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  In  Cottage,  Pond, 
Pleasant,  Dorchester  avenue,  Giant,  and  Spring 
Garden  streets, and  in  Crescent  avenue;  in  Arnory, 
School,  Atlierton,  Arcadia  and  Beethoven  streets. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  communication  from  the  Mayor  rela- 
tive to  the  Parker-street,  nuisance. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  extend  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook  so  as  to  prevent  the  discharge  upon  the 
flats  adjacent  to  Parker  street. 

Order  read  once. 

INDEX  FOB  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  print  an  index  to  the  city  documents 
which  have  been  numbered  and  bound  together 
from  1«34  to  1874;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  s,.r,o, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WARDROOMS. 

By  Alderman  Emery,  tor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings- 
Ordered,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  procure'  suitable  rooms  to  be 
used  as  voti.  g  places,  in  Wards  20,  21  and  22,  at 
the  ensuing  elections;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petitions  of  W.  A.  Simmons  et  al., 
and  Otis  Clapp  et  al.,  for  suitable  wardrooms  for 
meetings  of  citizens,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant 
the  request  of  the  petitioners,  from  the  fact  that 
the  ordinances  do  not  compel  the  city  to  furnish 
wardrooms  for  meetings,  but  only  for  elections. 
In  the  majority  of  the  wards  accommodations  are 
already  provided  for  meetings  of  citizens  in  build, 
ings  belonging  to  the  city,  which  can  be  obtained 
upon  application,  but  it  is  not  expedient  for  the 
eity  to  hire  rooms  for  political  caucuses.  More- 
over, during  the  coining  year  the  wards  will  be 
newly  districted  throughout  the  city,  and  new 
voting  centres  will  be  provided.    Accepted. 


PASSAGEWAY  TO   BE  OPENED. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submit  ted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  passageway  leading  from  Har- 
rison avenue,  and  running  parallel  with  East 
Clie-ter  park,  together  with  the  passageway  lead- 
ing from  East .Springfield  street  to  East  Chester 
park,  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying  plan 
drawn  by  Thomas  \V.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  and 
dated  Oct.  3,  1S74,  be  approved  and  accepted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Emery,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  for  some  explanation, 
and  Alderman  Emery  said  it  is  merely  a  ten-feet 
passageway  from  East  Springfield  street  to  East 
Chester  park.  The  owner  of  the  adjoining  land 
gives  enough  to  open  this  passageway,  which  it  is 
desil  able  to  have  ;  the  distance  across  is  some  105 
feet. 

Alderman  (.'utter  asked  if  it  would  enhance  the 
value  of  the  city's  land. 

Alderman  Emery  believed  it  would.  This  was 
part  of  a  settlement  made  between  the  city  and 
the  owner  of  the  adjoining  property.  There  was 
no  need  of  pressing  the  order  today  if  gentlemen 
desired  to  look  into  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


Alderman  Brooks  oll'ered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Baihoad  Company  that  this 
Board  will,  on  Monday,  the  29th  day  of  October,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  removing  the  tracks  of  said  company 


from  Meridian  street,  Viet  ween  'White  street  and 
the  bridge  leading  to  Chelsea,  when  any  person 
objecting  thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard;  said 
notice  to  be  given  by  a  publication  of  a  copy  of 
this  order  of  notice  in  the  Boston  Evening  Tran- 
script and  the  East  Boston  Advocate. 
Passed. 

NUMBER  OF  HORSE  CARS  IN  THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Hall  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railtoad  Com- 
pany, the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  be  requested  severally 
to  furnish  to  this  Board,  on  or  before  the  12th 
inst.,  the  time  tables  for  running  ears,  at  this  date, 


trip;  also  a  schedule  of  the  cumber  of  cars  run 
through  Temple  place  each  hour,  on  each  line,  be- 
tween seven  o'clock  A.  M.  and  seven  o'clock  P.  M. ; 
also  the  number  of  cars  run  each  way  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple  place, 
each  hour,  on  each" line,  between  seven  o'clock  A. 
M.  and  seven  o'clock  P.  M.;  also  the  number  of 
cars  run  each  way  on  Tremont  street,  between 
Temple  place  and  the  Tremont  House,  each  hour, 
on  each  line,  between  seven  o'clock  A.  M.  and 
seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Hall— I  offer  that  order  that  this 
Board  may  get  information  which  it  seems  to  me 
will  determine  the  question  as  to  who  is  blocking 
rip  the  streets.  We  can  then  have  it  in  print  and 
know  how  many  trips  each  railroad  is  making- 
over  our  crowded  thoroughfares. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  the 
order,  but  it.  seems  to  me  something  like  locking 
the  door  after  the  horse  is  stolen.  We  have  al- 
ready allowed  the  cars  to  run  round  the  circuit. 

Alderman  Hall— That  is  true,  and  our  streets 
are  more  crowded  than  ever  before.  But.  that  we 
may  know  how  badly  and  by  whom,  I  offer  this 
order.  The.  gentleman  who  makes  that  remark 
reported  the  order  to  allow  the  cars  to  run  lound 
the  circuit,  and  voted  for  its  passage. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  F. 
J.  Baxter  and  many  other  constables,  which  had 
been  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer.  On  his  mo- 
lion  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  re- 
quest of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  S50,000  for  the  extension 
of  the  water  works  in  Wards  13  to  10,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  .Joint  Committee  on  Water,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  re- 
lation to  the  Aldermen's  Contingent  Fund,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of    the  accompanying  order: 

ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Water  Works  S30,000,  and  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  S2IUI00,  to  the  appropriation  to 
Water  Works,  Wards  13,14,15  and  10;  also  to 
transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses  to  the  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board  of 

Aldermen  $1500. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins, 
and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

TRAPS  FOR  WATER   CONDUCTORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  report 
from  Committee  on  Sewers  that  it  is  inexpedient. 
to  attach  traps  to  conductors  which  connect,  with 
sewers,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  accepted. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting  referring  the  supplementary  bond  of 
City  Treasurer  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Examination  of  Bonds  of  City  Officers,  was  recon- 
sidered and  the  bond  approved. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    8,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7C>  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Quarterly  rerorts  of  Inspector  of  Lighters  and 
Paymaster  ot  State  Aid  i  laced  on  file 

Petition  of  George  S.  Pendergast  ct  at.,  and 
communication  from  Street  Commissioners-,  trans- 
mitting a  license  from  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
for  the  extension  of  Swett  street  to  South  Boston. 
Severally  referred,  in  concurrence. 

The  following  lcports  were  considered  ; 

"Leave  to  withdraw,"  on  petition  of  George 
Sparhawk  to  be  paid  for  sods  and  loam  taken 
from  his  estate  in  Brighton.    Accepted. 

"City  Council  has  no  power  to  grant  the  peti- 
tion" of  Thomas  I),  .lohnson,  to  be  compensated 
for  injuries  received  while  in  the  employment  of 
a  person  under  contract  to  the  city.    Accepted. 

"No  further  action  necessary,"  on  petition  of 
James  A.  Kemp  to  be  paid  for  oainages  from  con- 
struction of  sewer  in  Kemp  street.     Accepted. 

"City  Council  not  liable,"  on  petition  of  C.  C. 
Coldeigh  ct  al.  to  be  paid  for  damages  from  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard  street. 
Recommitted  to  .Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  wBo  said  he 
understood  the  petitioner-  have  some  additional 
evidence  that  they  would  like  to  state  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

"Has  no  claim  against  the  city,"  on  petition  of 
George  Sauer  to  be  paid  for  damages  fit  m  con- 
struction of  sewer  m  Haiieck  street.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  communication  of  Trustees 
of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  on  the  subject  oi  purchase 
of  additional  land,  etc.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  request  of  said  trustees  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  64200,  for  comple- 
tion of  a  new  receiving  tomb.    Accepted. 

"Inexpedient,"  on  petitions  of  Ots  Clanp  and 
W.  A.  Simmons  for  suitable  wardrooms  to  be  pro- 
vided in  wards  where  such  do  not  now  exist.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  wardrooms  to  be  pro- 
vided at  ensuing  elections  in  Wards  20,21  and  22, 
to  be  used  as  voting  places.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  room  in  the 
Court  House  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  temporaiy 
retention  of  the  insane,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
81000.  Order  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
(who  said  the  matter  had  been  before  the  City 
Council  some  two  years),  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  an  index  to  oe  printed  to  the 
City  Documents  which  have  been  numbered  and 
bound  together,  from  1834  to  1874.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Asa  If.  Caton  as  trustee  of 
City  Hospital  in  place  of  Kidman  B.  Raines,  de- 
ceased ;  and  certificate  of  the  eb-etion  of  said  C'a- 
ton,  as  such  trustee,  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  ISrackett  of  Ward 
10,  and  Page  of  Ward  9  were  appinted  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  fol- 

Wliole  number  of  votes 4!) 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

AsaH.Caton  liad 48 

George  A.  Shaw  had 1 

And  Mr.  Caton  was   declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  following 
transfers:  From  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Works  S30,noo,  and  from  tfm  Reserved  Fund  $20,- 
000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works,  Wards 
13, 14, 15  and  10;  also  from  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  Expenses  to  Contingent  Fund  for  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  Sinon.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  bath  bouse  on  Cabot  street 
to  be  fitted  up  for  the  use   of  an  evening  school. 

Order  authorizing  the  wardroom  in  the  Wells 
Schoolhouse  to  be  fitted  and  furnished  for  an 
evening  school. 


Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY/  OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    Exhibit  fo>-  September 
(City  Document,  No.  33).     The  following  is  the 
state  of  the  appropriations: 
Appropriations, 

revenues,  etc.         Expended.      Unexpended. 
General....  jd:l,s«s,44K.5I         $5,iiii4,NS4.iiO  S7,ti(,:i,:.i,.l.(,l 

Special 4,482,330.54  l,087,x22.2H  :t,:)!H,',us.-ji, 


$18,410,779.05        $7,052,707.18        $11,358,471.87 
Fire  Commissioners.    Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  the  month  of  September. 
Severally  sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Hen- 
ry W.  Pickering,  executor,  for  the  i emission  of  a 
tax  for  1874,  upon  an  estate  which  was  distributed 
wholly  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  December,  1873. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES   SUBMITTED. 

By  Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  tor  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  tor  Superin- 
tendents of  Bridges— Report,  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinance  passed  July  13,  187-1,  recommending 
the  elect. on  of  the  louowing-iiamed  persons:  Su- 
perintendent of  Warren  Bri  Ige— Charles  H.  Mar- 
pie:  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge- 
Joel  R.  Bolan;  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge 
— John  Howard. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  nominations 
laid  over  under  the  rule. 

By  Mr.  West  of  Ward  lit,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Bigelovv  School  District— Report 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  provide 
such  additional  accommodations,  and  that  the  or- 
der ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr,  West  of  Ward  16— Perhaps  a  word  of  expla- 
nation may  be  necessary.  The  present  roc msover 
the  Court  Ilous-e  in  South  Boston  were  objeetiona- 
He,  in  that  they  brought  the  children  in  contact 
with  the  criminals.  That  was  the  principal  objec- 
tion. Mechanics  are  now  making  alterations  in 
the  building,  wheiehy  the  schoolrooms  will  be  re- 
lieved of  that  obji  ction.  There  are  to  be  separate 
stairways  and  water  closets,  and  they  are  nice, 
large  arid  airy  rooms,  better  than  could  begot  in 
the  other  building,  besides  not  costing  the  city  as 
much  by  #J800  a,  year.  The  committee  think  it 
best  for  the  city  not  to  do  anything  at  piesent,but 
eventually  something  will  have  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  regret  very  much 
that  the  committee  have  come  to  that  conclusion, 
though  I  have  no  doubt  they   exercised   their  best 


with  criminals  is  out  of  place;  and  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  as  the  committee  found  the  building 
unsuitable  they  might  have  recommended  some 
other  one.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  continue  to 
mix  the  pupils  of  our  schools  with  criminals  we 
shall  ere  long  have  need  of  more  court  houses 
than  sehoolhouscs.  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  at- 
tended to  before  a  great  while.  As  I  understand 
it,  the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  at 
present;  that  being  the  case  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
forgotten,  but  b  •  propeilj  attended  to. 
The  order  was  denied  a  second  reading. 
By  Mr.  Morse  of  Ward  13,  for  tue  Joint  Com- 
mii/ii i  Public  Buildings- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  cause  the  removal  of  the 
wood  building  known  as  the  engine  house  in  the 
rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  lSi  ighton,  the  same  having 
been  partly  destroyed  by  Me  and  relinquished  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners;  the  expense  of 
said  removal  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

.  assed  to  a  second  reading. 

By  Mr.  Morse,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  who  \i  ere  directed  by  an  order  ap- 
proved Sept.  18, 1874,  to  provide  suitable  accom- 
modations in  Ward  lit  for  the  Dorchester  Branch 
of  the  Pubbc  Library-  Report  that  said  accommo- 
dations can  be  furnished  in  the  new  police  station 
house  in  process  of  erection.  A  portion  of  the 
second  story  not  required  for  police  or  county 
purposes  can  be  utilized,  giving  ample  room  for 
the  present  as  well  as  the  future  wants  of  the 
binary  in  that  section.  This  contemplated  loca- 
tion, which  has  the  approval  of  the  Trustees  fo 
the  Public  Library,  can  now  be  furnished   at  an 
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estimated  cost  of  §1000.  and  the  committee  recom- 
mend die  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  die  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  accommodations  in 
Ward  16  for  the  Dorchester  Branch  of  the  Public 
Library  in  the  new  police  station  house,  Ward  16, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1000;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation 
for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  (who 
said  the  mechanics  are  just  at  that  point  where 
they  can  make  the  necessary  alterations  without 
any  trouble  or  expense)  and  passed. 

THE    PROPOSED  NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  the  report  on 
establishing  a  nautical  school  (Citv  Doc.  No.  82) 
was  taken  from  the  table— 43  for,  6  against.  The 
question  was  on  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  West- The  git  of  the  report  is  upon  the 
tenth  page,  if  members  will  be  so  kind  as  to  look 
at  it.  The  comniitt;  e  found  that  the  city  had  no 
legal  right  to  establish  such  a  school.  They  felt, 
however,  that  the  offer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  a  very  liberal  one,  and  entitled  to  a  care- 
ful consideration,  and  therefore  they  framed  this 
report  asking  the  opinion  of  the  school  board  as 
to  the  expediency  of  establishing  such  a  school 
and  the  probable'  cost  thereof.  After  we  obtain 
that  information  it  will  i  emain  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  say  whether  they  will  authorize  the  estab- 
lishment ot  such  a  school  or  not;  after  which  they 
will  have  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
do  so.  This  report  simply  asks  the  school  board 
for  information. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — This  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  it  rather  seems  to  me 
that  this  Councilshould  give  it  more  consideration 
than  we  have  been  able  to  do  this  evening.  I  have 
see:,  the  report  for  the  first  time  since  coming  here 
this  evening ;  I  have  er.deavored  to  read  it  through, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  must  be  the.  case  with  other  mem- 
ber? of  the  Council.  The  offer  from  the  Federal 
Government  is  a  very  liberal  one,  and  this  ques- 
tion of  establishing  a  nautical  school  is  one  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  City  Council  should  consider 
somewhat  before  passing  it  out  of  their  hands;  at 


any  rate  we  should  look  at  it  a  little  and  treat  it 
with  proper  delcrcncc  and  consideration.  And  it 
may  be  that,  instead  of  sending  it  to  the  School 
Committee,  we  shall  decide  to  apply  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  establish  'this  school.  I 
therefore  hope  that  it  may  lie  upon  the  table  for 
a  week,  and  move  that  it  be  specially  as-igned  for 
next  Thursday  evening  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  have  no  objection  to 
the  assignment,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very 
clear  case.  The  committee  recommend  that  the 
subject  be  referred  to  the  school  board  with  a  re- 
quest for  them  to  consider  it  and  report  to  the 
City  Council.  We  do  not  let  it  go  out  of  our 
hands. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— We  had  nautical  schools 
for  several  years,— the  "Massachusetts"  and  the 
"George  M.  Barnard"— and  by  pre  per  attention  to 
the  subject  and  the  reading  of  this  report,  we  can 
get  the  necessary  inforniati  n  with  which  to  deal 
with  the  matter  ourselves.  But  if ,  after  due  con- 
sideration, it  should  be  best  to  refer  it  to  the 
school  board,  I  do  not  see  that  there  will  be  any 
particular  objection  to  it.  But  1  do  not  like  to 
pass  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  with- 
out paying  some  attention  to  it. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

GREENHOUSE  AT  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered  That  the  Trustees  of  the  city  Hospital 
be  requested  to  fuuiish  the  City  Council  with  in- 
formation as  to  the  size  and  extent  of  the  green- 
house about  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the 
City  Hospital,  the  necessity  and  cos;t  of  the  same, 
and  under  what  appropriation  such  building  is  to 
be  erected. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  that  they 
have  already  broken  ground  there,  and  have  made 
or  are  about  to  make  a  contract  for  the  buiding  of 
this  greenhouse.  I  desire,  and  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  me,  to  obtain  the  infoimation  re- 
quested in  the  order.  If  there  are  any  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  present,  perhaps  they  can 
explain  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    13,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeiman  Clark",  chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DEATN. 

Five  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— John  McConnell,  for  duty  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Special  l'olice— .lohn  H.  Kerr,  Lenox  street  and 
its  vicinity;  Henry  L.  Jenks,  Devonshire  and  Fed- 
eral street  and  the  vicinity;  Ellison  B.  Gushing, 
Sumner  street,  Ward  16. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  C.  H.  Rob- 
inson et  ah,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sun- 
day,  Oct.  20,  to  allow  Burnham  Wardwell  to  hold 
a  meeting  on  the  subject  of  prisons  and  prisoners. 

A.  O.  Brewster  et  at.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Nov.  2,  for  a  political  meeting. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  C.  &  O.  Rice,  for 
leave  to  change  the  business  of  stalls  53-55,  Fan- 
euil Hall  Market. 

Daniel  Cumn.ings  &  Co.  et  ah,  occupants  of 
stores  on  South  Market  street,  that  the  city  would 
purchase  land  for  the  new  produce  market. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Patrick  Meeban 
etal.,  that  Boylston  avenue,  Ward  17,  be  lighted 
with  gas. 

Amelia  Koehler,  for  location  of  street  lamp  on 
Beech-Glen  avenue. 

Daniel  Simpson  etal.,  that  the  north  side  of 
City  foint  may  be  lighted  by  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion gas  works. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on.  Public  Buildini/s. 
W.  F.  Mallalieu  et  ah,  that  smoking  be  prohibited 
in  the  Ward  12  wardroom  on  election  days. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Surrey  ami  Inspec- 
tion ofBuilitini/s.  Edward  (iallagber, for  leave  to 
occupy  the  loft'  of  building  C32  Harrison  avenue 
for  business  purposes. 

Houghton  .V  Short,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
bi.ilding  on  East  Newton  and  Albany  streets. 

To  the  Committer  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  George  Lewis  et  ah,  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assessment  for  widening  Warren 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Henry  W. 
Wilson  eta?.,  that  the  grade  of  Eastern-avenue 
Bridge  be  reduced  from  20°  to  203. 

To  the  Committees  on  Licenses  anil  Police.  John 
S.  Mitchell,  for  permission  to  use  a  stereoptical 
lantern  from  24  Tremont  row  across  to   73  Court 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  G.  Wintbrop 
Coffin  et  ah,  that  the  city  would  supply  Ward  17 
with  water  from  Jamaica  Pond. 

To  the  Committee  on  1'iivimj.  William  Balcll 
et  ah,  that  a  retaining  wall  be  built  at  thJ  westerly 
end  of  Canton  street. 

Minnie  W.  Wieler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Buggies  street. 

Heirs  of  Jamts  Brown,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Foster  street,  Brighton. 

John  F.  Kelley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Eu  st is  street. 

William  P.  Hunt  et  ah,  for  a  plank  walk  on  Sa- 
vin Hill  avenue,  near  the  railroad  bridge. 

B.T.  Stephenson  it  ah,  that  I  he  sidewalk  on  the 
west  side  of  Chestnut  street  l.e  graded. 

John  L.  (ieddes  et  ah,  that  Old  Harbor  street 
sidewalks  be  laid. 

Mary  N.  Allen  et  ah,  for  a  concrete  sidewalk 
from  Nonantum  street  to  dale  square.  Ward  19. 

J.  Morrill,  Jr.,  et.  ah,  thai  Mt.  I'leasant  avenue 
edgestones,  gut.U  is  and  sidewalks  be-  put  in  order. 

Edward  Winslcw  et  ah,  tor  brick  sidewalks  on 
Marion   street  from  Havre  to   Bennington   street. 

Horatio  G.Morse  et  aZ.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Harrison  avenue,  between  Dudley  and  Eustis 
street-,  be  paved  with  brick. 

Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  a  location  ol  tracks 
in  Northampton  street  from  Tremont  street  to 
Columbus  avenue,  and  in  Columbus  avenue  anil 
I 'ark  square,  from  Northampton  street  to  boylston 
street,  to  connect  with  tracks  already  located,  with 
suitable  connections,  curves  and  turnouts. 


To  the  Committee  on.  Sewers.  Jesse  Holbrook, 
for  a  sewer  on  Woodbine  street. 

N.  B.  Mansfield  et  ah,  residents  in  Dwight  street 
and  its  vicinity,  to  be  relieved  from  the  overflow 
of  the  sewers. 

R.  C.  dishing,  for  a  sewer  in  Walnut  street 
(Ward  16),  between  Water  and  High  streets. 

Joseph  S.  Paget  et  ah,  for  abatement  of  assess- 
ment of  a  sewer  in  I  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Emerson  A.  Noyes,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
stable  on  5  and  7  North  Centre  street  for  125 
horses. 

Batchelder  Brothers,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stablelortive  additional  horses  on  Howe's 
wharf,  Shaving  street. 

Robert  H. 'Waters,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable 
for  twenty  horses  on  East  Concord  street. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  on  Winchester 
street,  Charlestown  District. 

Edward  Fennerty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Mt.  Hope  street. 

John  G.  Day,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable  on 
School  street,  near  Arcadia  street,  W  ard  17. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  J.  W.  Hunnewell  &  Co.  to  lay  an 
iron  pipe  under  Bremen  street,  between  I'utnam 
andPrescott  streets,  for  conveyance  of  petroleum, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Princeton  street,  between  Prescott  and  Eagle 
streets. 

Order  to  pay  Caleb  H.  Dolbeare,  trustee,  $1027 
towards  the  expense  of  a  retaining  wall  in  front 
of  his  estate  on  Atlantic  avenue,  and  to  rescind  a 
previous  order  for  this  object. 

Order  to  build  a  retaining  wall  on  line  of  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  at  end  of  Yarmouth  street;  esti- 
mated cost,  $4500. 

Order  to  set  edgestones,  pave  gutters  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway  of  Fairfield  street  near  Bea- 
con street.     Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  Crowley  $244.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Marion  street.  East  Boston. 

Order  to  pay  Sohier  &  V  clcli,  attorneys,  $72,810, 
for  land  taken  from  heirs  of  J.  L.  Cunningham, on 
Milk  and  Federal  streets. 

Ordei  for  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  extend 
Stony  Brook  sewer  so  as  to  prevent  the  discbarge 
of  sew  age  on  the  Hats  near  Parker  street. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  H.W.  Pickering,  executor.  Referred. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  number 
and  locations  of  alarms  of  fire  in  the  month  of 
September.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations on  Oct.  3,  1X71  (City  Document  No. 
83).    Placed  on  file, 

Recommitment  of  report  of  Committee  on 
Claims,  that  City  Council  is  not  liable  or.  petition 
of  C.  C.  Cobleigh  et  ah,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
from  construction  of  a  sewer  in  North  Harvard 
street.    The  board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  a  portion  of  the  new 
police  station  in  Dorchester,  for  purposes  of  a 
branch  library,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1000. 
order  passed. 

Orde.'  for  Trustees  of  City  Hosj  ital  to  report 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  greenhouse  now  in  pro- 
cess of  erection  within  the  hospital  grounds,  by 
what  authority  it  is  commenced,  and  to  what  ap- 
propriation it  is  to  be  charged  and  the  necessity 
therefor.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resit/nations.    Communications    from     N.    P. 

Kemp,  tendering  his  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Warden  of  Ward  17;  and  from  George  B.  Thomas, 
resigning  the  position  ol  Clerk  in  Ward  20.  Sever- 
ally placed  on  file. 

NUMBER  OF  HORSE  CARS  IN  THE  STREETS. 

In  response  to  the  order  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing requesting  the  several  horse  railroad  compan- 
ies to  furnish  statements  hi  regard  to  the  number 
of  cars  in  certain  portions  of  the  streets  at  certain 
houisof  the  day,  communications  were  received 
as  follows : 

Middlesex  Railroad.  The  communication  from 
this  company  consisted  simply  of  the  time  table, 
with  the  following  notes apj  ended:  "The  Bunker 
Hill    cars  run  every  ten    minutes   through  Temple 
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inont  House.  No  cars  of  this  company  are  run  on 
Tremont  street  between  Temple  place  and 
Boylston  street." 

South  Boston  Roil  roc  il  Company.  Total  num- 
ber of  trips  per  clay,  383.  The  total  number  of 
trips  through  Temple  place  from  7  A.  M.  to  8  A. 
31.  is  25;  8  to  9.  25;  9  to  10,  23;  10  to  11,  19;  11  to 
12  31.,  24;  12  to  1  P.  31..  24;  1  to  2,  24;  2  to  3,  25;  3  to 
4,  27 ;  4  to  5,  29 ;  5  to  6,  30 ;  6  to  7  P.  M.,  27.  Until 
recently  they  have  not  run  any  trips  through  Tre- 
mont street  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple 
place  (when  running  via  "Temple  place);  but  some 
three  weeks  since  they  begun  to  run  trips  through 
Boyl-ton  and  Tremont  streets,  between  the  hours 
of  3  P.  31.  and  7  P.  31.,  when  those  through  Temple 
place  during  the  same  hours  were  discontinued. 
They  do  not  run  tiips  through  Boylston  and  Tre- 
mont streets  or  Temple  place  except  on  the  in 
trip,  as  all  their  outward  trips  are  rim  via  "Wash- 
ington, Summer  and  Chauney  streets.  Accom- 
panying this  is  a  time  table  of  the  road. 

Highland    Street   Railway.      Schedule   of    the 
number  of  oars  run  each  way  on  Tremont  street 
between  Temple  place  and  the  Tremont  House : 
Lines. 
Grove        Warren       Mount 
Hall.  street.     Pleasant. 

7  A.  M.  to  15  P.  31.  each  hour... 0  6  6 

6  P.M.  to  7  P.M.      "        "     ...2  5  5 

All  running  north  only. 

Schedule  of  the  number  of  cars  run  through 
Temple  place  each  hour  on  each  line,  between  7  A. 
31.  and  7  P.M.: 

LINES. 

Warren       Mount      Dudley 


Hours. 
A.M.  to    8  A.  31. 


Hall. 


street.     Pleasant,     street. 


Schedule  of  the  number  of  cars  run  each  way 
on  Tremont  street  between  Boylston  street  anil 
Temple  place,  each  hour,  between  7  A.  31.  and  7 


11"     u 

'  12  31    0 
1  PM  (I 


Number  of  trips  made  by  each  line  per  day — 
Grove  Hall,  90;  Warren  street,  90;  Mt.  Pleasant, 
90;  Dudley  street,  53. 

Metropolitan  Railroad.  From  the  statement  of 
this  company  it  appears  that  the  number  of  cars 
per  hour  run  on  each  line  is  as  follows: 

Norfolk  House  Line— From  5.30  A.  31.  to  6,  1 ; 
6  to  7,  7;  7  to  8,  7;  8  to  9,  11 ;  9  to  10,  7;  10  to  11,  7; 
11  to  12  31.,  8;  12  to  IP.  M.,9;  1  to  2,10;  2  to  3,  9; 
3  to  4,  8;  4  to  5,  10;  5  to  6, 12;  6  to  7,  11;  7  to  8,  8; 
8  to  9,  5 ;  9  to  10,  7 ;  10  to  11 ,  6 ;  11  to  11.30  P.  31.,  4. 
Total  per  day,  147  trips. 

East  Boston  Ferry  Line— From  5.30  A.  31.  to  6,  2; 
6  to  7,  8;  7  to  8, 13;  8  to  9, 11;  9  to  10,  8;  10  to  11,8; 
11  to  12  31.,  8;  12  31.  to  1  P.  M.,  8;  1  to  2,  8;  2  to  3, 
14;  3  to  4, 14;  4  to  5,  12;  5  to  6,  8;  6  to  7,  8;  7  to  8,  5; 

8  to  9,  4;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  2;  11  to   11.40  P.  31.,  1. 
Total,  140  trips. 

Chelsea  Ferry  Line— From  [5.45  A.  31.  to  6, 1;  6 
to  7,  4;  7  to  8,4;  8  to  9,  4;  9  to  10,  4;  four  each  hour, 
ten  until  7,  P.  31. ;  from  7  P.  31.  to  8.15,  3;  from  8.15 
to  9.45,  2.    Total.  60  trips. 

Charles-street  Line— From  6.15  A.  31.  to  7,  3;  7 
to 8,4;  8  to  9,5;  and  then  four  every  hour  until  8.15, 
P.  M.,  and  four  after  that  hour.    Total,  59  trips. 

Warren-street  (Depot)  Line— From  5.45  A.  31. 
to  6, 1;  6  to  7,  5;  7  to  8,  G;  8  to  9,  7;  9  to  10,  6;  10  to 
11,6;  11  to  12,  4;  12  to  IP.  31..  5;  then  six  each 
hour   til)  7  P.  31.;    from  7  P.  31.  to  8,5;    8  to  9,4; 

9  to  10,  5 ;  10  to  11, 1.    Total,  91  trips. 
Dudley-street  and  Depot  Line— From  6.45  A.  31. 

o  7, 1 ;  then  four  each  hour  till  6.45  P.  31.  Total, 
9  trips. 


Mt.  Pleasant  and  Fpham's  Comer  Line— From 
5.45  A.  31.  to  6, 1 ;  6  to  7,  4;  7  to  8, 10;  8  to  9,  8;  9  to 
10,9;  10  to  11,  6;  11  to  12,  6;  12  M.  to  1  P.  31.,  6,  1 
to  2,  7 ;  2  to  3,  9 ;  3  to  4,  9 ;  4  to  5,  8 ;  5  to  6, 10 ;  6  to  7, 
7;  7  to  8,  7;  8  to  9,  6;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  2;    11  to  12, 

1.  Total,  120  trips. 

Egleston-square  Line— From  5  A.  31.  to  6, 1 ;  6  to 
7, 5 ;  7  to  8,  7 ;  8  to  9, 5 ;  then  three  each  hour  till  4  P. 
31. ;  from  4  to  5,  6 ;  '5  to  6,  5 ;  6  to  7,  4 ;  7  to  8,  4 ;  8  to 
9,  4 ;  9  to  10,  4 ;  10  to  11,  2.    Total,  68  trips. 

Forest  Hills  Line— ( ino  car  each  hour  from  6 
A.  31.  to  6  P.  31.    Total  13  trips. 

Beacon-street  Line — From  7  A.  31.  to  8,  2;  then 
six  each  hour  till  6  P.  31. ;  15  P.  M.  to  7,  4;  7  to  8,  3; 
8  to  9,  2;  9  to  10,  2;  10  to  11,  2.    Total  75  trips. 

Lenox-street  Line— From  6  A.  31.  to  7, 1 ;  7  to  8, 
17;  8  to  9, 19;  then  15  each  hour  till  1  P.  31.;  1  to  2, 
16;  2  to  3, 16;  3  to  4, 17;  4  to  5,  20;  5  to  6,  18;  6  to  7, 
14;  7  to  8,  9;  8  to  §,7;  9  to  10,8;  10  to  11,5;  11  to  12, 

2.  Total  229  trips-. 

Tremont  Crossing  (Highlands)  line— From  5  A. 
31.  to  6,  2;  6  to  7,  17;  7  to  8,  9;  8  to  9, 14;  9  to  10,  15; 
10  to  11, 12;  11  to  12, 12;  12  to  1, 11;  1  to  2, 12;  2  to  3, 
12;  3  to  4, 16;  4  to  5, 13;  5  to  6,  14;  6  to  7,  14;  7  to  8, 
7;  8  to  9,  5;  9  to  10,  4;  10  to  11,  5.    Total.  149  trips. 

Crossing  and  Depot  Line— From  u  A.  31.  to  7,  1; 
7  to  8,  2 ;  and  then  two  each  hour  tiU  5  P.  31.  Total, 
29  trips. 

Lenox-street  and  Depot  Line— From  6  A.  31.  to  7, 
1;  7  to  8,  1;  then  two  each  hour  till  8  P.  31.,  and 
one  after  that.    Total,  27  trips. 

Camden  street  via  Washington  street  to  Depots 
Line— From  5  A.  31.  to  6, 1 ;  6  to  7,  3;  7  to  8,  4;  8  to 
9,  4;  9  to  10,  3;  10  toll,  2;  11  to  12,  4;  12  to  1,4;  1 
to  2,  3;  2  to  3,  4;  3  to  4,  4;  4  to  5,  4;  5  to  6,  5;  6  to  7, 
4;  7  to  8,  3;  8  to  9,0;  9  to  10,1;  10  to  11, 1.  Total,  54 
trips. 

Dorchester  via  Grove  Hall  Line — One  car  per 
hour  from  6  A.  31.  to  10.15  P.  31,  except  between  7 
and  8  P.  31.  and  9  and  10  P.  31.    Total  15  trips. 

Jamaica  Plain  Cars— From  6  A.  31.  to  7, 1 ;  then 
two  each  hour  till  8  P.  31.,  and  one  per  hour  then 
till  10.10.    'total,  30  trips. 

Brooklir.e  Line— From  6  A.  31.  to  7, 1;  then  two 
each  hour  till  6  P.  31. ;  then  one  per  hour  till  10.15 
P.  31.    Total,  28  trips. 

A  statement  follows  of  the  number  of  cars 
running  through  Temple  place  from  7  A.  31.  to  7 
P.M.: 

t  (,._  No.  of     Average      Once 

cars,     per  hour.       in 

Camden  street  &  Depot 45  4  15  min. 

Dudley  street  A-  Depot 48  6  15     '• 

Warren  street  A  Depot 70  1  10     " 

Dorchester'&GroveHall....    12  8  (50     " 

Jit.  Pleasant  ,V  U pham's  Cor.    (15  4  8     " 

KulesKin  square 48  9  15     " 

Norfolk  House 109  9  7     " 

East  Boston  i-errv 114  9  7     " 

Chelsea  Ferry 48  4  15     " 

Charles  street 48  4  15     " 

ForestHills 12  1  (50     " 

Total 649    Average  per  hour,  54. 

Following  is  the  number  of  cars  inward  on  Tre- 
mont street,  from  Boylston  street,  from  7  A.  31.  to 
7  P.  31.,  to  Temple  place : 

No.  of       Average       Once 
Line.  cars.       per  hour.        in 

Lenox  street 197  16  4  min. 

Tremont  Crossing 154  13  4    " 

Jamaica  Plain 24  2  30    " 

Bmokline 24  2  30     " 

Tremont  Depot 24  2  30    " 

Lenox-Street  Depot 24  2  30    " 

Beacon  street 65  5  10     " 

512 
Add  Washington-street  ears .    649 

Making  a  total  of 1261  from  Temple  place  to 

Tremont  House,  at  an  average  of  105  per  nour. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
cars  outward  on  Tremont  street  from  7  A.  31.  to  7 
P.  M.,  from  Tremont  House  to  Temple  place: 
Lenox-street  line,  197;  Tremont  Crossing, 154;  Ja- 
maica Plain,  24  ;  Brookline,  21;  Beacon  street,  65; 
Forest  Hills,  12;  Egleston  square,  48;  Jit.  Pleasant 
and  Upham's  Coiner,  95;  Doiehester,  12— total, 631. 
Average  per  hour,  52.  Add  to  this  total  48  out- 
ward Tremont  depot  ears  f torn  Temple  place  and 
it  makes  679  trips  outward  from  Temple  place  to 
Boylston  street. 

Alderman  Hall— I  move  that  these  communica- 
tions from  the  railroads  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  with  instructions  to  report  one 
week  ficm  today  upon  the  general  location  of  the 
horse  railroads,  as  provided  in  the  order  offered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  s,  and  passed  April  6. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
modify   that  motion.     The  committee    have  en- 
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deavoreu  to  make  a  report  on  thai  subject,  and  I 
know,  from  the  consideration  we  have  already 
given  it,  that  it  is  impossible,  within  one  week,  to 
make  a  report  from  which  any  good  results  will 
come. 

Alderman  Hall— It  must  be  evident  to  any  gen- 
tleman wdio  looks  upon  the  crowded  condition  of 
our  streets  at  present  that  something  should  be 
done  at  once.  If  the  committee  want  more  time  I 
would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  name  it  and  he 
can  be  accommodated . 

Alderman  Power— I  think  we  shall  need  thirty 
days,  for  this  reason  :  We  have  hail  consultations 
with  officers  of  the  horse  railroads,  and  we  shall 
have  to  give  hearings  to  all  of  them  in  older  to  do 
something  that  will  cause  general  satisfaction.  I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  extend  the  time  at  least 
thirty  days. 

Alderman  Hall  assented  to  the  proposition,  and 
the  motion  to  rf  commit  pre  vailed. 

PAVING  ORDERS  AND  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  reports  recommending 
the  passage  of  orders  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge-stones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  old  Harbor  street,  between 
Thomas  and  Eighth  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edges  tones. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  G  street,  be- 
tween Thorn  is  street  and  Eighth  street,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Seventh  street, 
between  I  and  K  streets,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones 
and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  ami  sidewalks  on  L  street,  be- 
tween Fifth  and  Seventh  streets,  and  on  Sixth 
street,  between  I  and  M  streets,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones and  sidewalks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Leverett  street,  as  widened  by 
the  Board  of  Street  '•ommissioners,  between 
Charles  street  and  the  East  Cambridge  Bridge,  and 
to  pave  said  street  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost,  $4500. 

Order  to  pay  "William  Appleton  S11.1O0  for  grade 
damages  on  Liberty  squaie.  Crab  alley  and  Water 
street! 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Front  street,  between  Austin  and 
AValforcl  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks;  esti- 
mated cost  $18,000. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 

LICENSE  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  i-epoi  ts  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — John  M.  Gill,  30 
Hanover  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted  —  Thomas  F. 
Weight,  to  give  concert  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  Oct. 
13;  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  a  panorama  of  Ire- 
land at  Horticultural  Hall  for  one  week. 

Billiard  License::  Granted — Lewis  Rice  &  Son, 
American  House;  Crocker  &  Buck,  St.  James  Ho- 
tel; Ultz  &  Jungiiain-,  4s-j  Trcmont  street. 

Pawnbroker's  Licenses  Granted— Lewis  Brown, 
22  Pleasant  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— M.  Staples  and  three 
others  (transfers);  Charles  C.  Messer,  rear  of 
Blackstone  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Frederick  Boyd,  26 
Kueeland  street ;  Dennis  Hurley,  corner  Claren- 
don street  and  Commonwealth  avenue;  Wilbur 
Downing  (a  minor). 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Timothy  McCar- 
thy, 3fi7  Hanover  street;  Christian  Anderson,  cor- 
ner of  Fleet  and  Hanover  street;  George  H. 
Hicks,  Hancock  squaie,  Charlestown  ;  Joseph 
La.mbrcc.ht,  100%  Court  street;  S.  P.  Kimball,  37 
Sudbury  street;  E.  Mclntyre,  8  North  Anderson 
street. 

Innholdcrs'  License  Granted— P.  K.  ltuggles,  cor- 
ner Hancock  and  Cambridge  streets. 

Victuallers'  License  s  lief  used— J.  W.  Moody,  53:: 
Washington  street;  Nathaniel  Gilson,  xr>  Green 
street;'    J.    W.    Mainwaning,    1023    Washington 


street;  Charles  \V.  Hcbard,  4  Main  street.  Charles- 
town. 

Hack  License  Refused— John  F.  Harvey,  Wash- 
ington street  between  Prattle  street  and   Cornhill. 

Severally  accepted. 
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IN    THE    lTl'.LIi-    SI  Ki  IT-. 


The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
4V2  P.  M.,  viz.,  the  ordinance  in  favor  of  allowing 
"trials  of  speed"  on  the  portion  of  Brighton  ave- 
nue between  Beacon  street  and  Cambridge  street. 
Ward  19,  the  question  being  on  passing  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Alderman  <  Utter  in  (he  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee: 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  thirty-ninth 
section,  and  inserting  m  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing, namely: 

"Sect.  39.  No  owner  or  other  person,  having  for 
the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse  or 
other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other  beast  to 
go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  eight  miles  an 
hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or  ways  of  the 
city,  except  those  included  within  the  limits  of 
wards  numbered  16, 17  and  19." 

Sect.  2.  No  owner  or  other  person  having  for 
the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of  any  horse  or 
other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or  draught,  shall 
ride,  drive  or  permit  the  horse  or  other"  beast  to 

fo  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  twelve  miles  an 
our  in  any  of  the  public  ways  or  streets  included 
within  the 'limits  of  wards  numbered  10,  17  ana  19. 

Alderman  Clark— I  offer  this  ordinance  a:-  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  one  v,  hich  has  been  on  our  table  for 
two  weeks  past,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  accept- 
able to  both  parties— to  those  who  wish  to  have 
the  privilege  of  driving  faster  than  six  miles  an 
hour  on  a  certain  street,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
are  opposed  to  allowing  persons  to  drive  at  any 
rate  of  speed  they  choose  on  any  street.  I  pre- 
sume that  there  is  no  member-  of  the. Hoard  of 
Aldermen  who  believes  that  individuals  should  be 
compelled  to  lay  themselves  liable  to  arrest  for 
driving  at  a  speed  greater  than  six  miles  an  hour. 
The  ordinance  is  violated  every  hour, every  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  day.  There  is  not  a  coach 
that  goes  from  a  railroad  station  to  a  hotel  which 
does  not  drive  from  six  to  eight  miles  an  hour ; 
there  is  not  a  horse  car  that  runs  through  the 
streets  of  Boston  that  docs  not  at  times  go  faster 
than  six  miles  an  hour.  By  the  alteration  of  the 
ordinance  allowing  them  to  drive  at  the  rate  of 
eight  miles  an  hour  through  the  city  proper,  you 
will  enable  them  to  go  at  a  rate  of  speed  that,  may- 
be required  in  the  I  hickly  settled  parts  ,,f  the  city . 
This  substitute  also  allows  them  to  drive  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour  in  Dorchester,  West 
Koxbury  and  Brighton.  1  believe  this  substitute 
will  be  acceptable  to  all  parties;  it  will  give  the 
petitioners  leave  to  drive  at  greater  speed  than 
six  miles  an  hour,  and  1  have  reason  to  believe  it 
will  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  have  remon- 
strated against  the  use  of  the  Brighton  road  at 
any  rate  of  speed  which  1  lie  driver  may  choose.  1 
hope  the  ordinance  which  I  have  ollei'eit  as  a  sub- 
stitute will  pass. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  refer  the  whole 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  see  no  necessity  lor  its  going-  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  '  If  there  is  any  rea- on  why 
it  should  go  there  I  would  like  lo  hear  the  gentle- 
man state  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  made  that  motion  sim- 
ply because  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  should  consider  this 
matter  in  all  m  its  bearings.  So  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  ordinance,  I  have  no  objection  to  offer 
to  it  at  this  time.  It  appears  to  be  rather  reason- 
able; but  I  hardly  think  it  is  wise  to  change  these 
ordinances  without  having  them  definitely  before 
us  in  print,  or  without  having  them  referred  to 
the  proper  committee  for  consideration. 

Alderman  Clark — 1  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  its  going  to  the  Committee  onOrdi 


such  committees.  Hut  I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  the  reference,  although  it  will  cause  a 
delay  which  I  think  is  unnecessary. 

Alderman  Hall— The  present  ordinance  has  lost 
its  force,  and  any  man  who  has  any  idea  of  how- 
fast  six  miles  an  hour  is  knows  it.  Ceitain  gen- 
tlemen of  this  Board  seem  to  take   special   excep- 
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tions  to  this  ordinance  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  want  ro  delay  the  matter.  For  one,  I  do  not 
think  I  very  of  ten  break  the  law  of  six  miles  an 
hour,  but  1  think  I  know  many  men  who  do— and 
even  those  who  pro1  ested  against  the  removal  of 
the  restrictions  on  Brighton  avenue  admitted  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  change,  for  every  man  who 
drives  a  good  horse  brerks  the  law.  Some  of  us 
are  law  bteakers,  perhaps,  as  well  as  law  makers, 
and  this  ordinance  is  ottered  to  satisfy  all  parties. 
As  one  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  do  not 
think  thev  will  ask  to  have  it  referred  to  them.  A 
reference  will  only  make  delay,  without  having 
any  good  come  from  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  put,  and  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Prescott  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
reference,  but  inasmuch  as  there  seems  to  tea 
majority  in  favor  of  passing  it  this  afternoon,  I 
shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion  to 
refer. 

Alderman  Emery— I  also  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  fhe  Committee  on  ( irdinanecs  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  the  substitute  has  been  carefully  drawn, 
I  see  no  reason  for  the  reference,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  committee  will  feel  sensitive  about  it; 
one  member  of  the  committee  expresses  himself 
so,  at,  least.  It  is  a  joint  committee,  and  ifc  will 
take  some  time  before  they  can  report  upon  it, 
whereas,  if  we  piss  upoii'it  favorably,  it  can  go 
to  the  Common  Council  and  be  acted  upon  very 
soon. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  suppose  that  a  discussion 
of  this  matter  is  out  of  order  at  this  time,  as  the 
question  is  upon  solving  the  doubt.  But  my  only 
object  in  making  the  motion  is  that  the  subject 
may  be  considered  in  all  its  bearings.  I  have 
never  known  a  case  where  ?  member  of  this  Board 
introduced  an  ordinance  changing  what  is  the 
statute  law.  so  far  as  this  city  is  concerned,  with- 
out its  being  acted  upon  by  a  committee  before  it 
was  passed.  I  wish  to  see  it  in  print,  that  we 
may  make  no  mistake  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to 
me  eminentlv  proper  for  it  to  lie  over  one  week, 
and  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances doubtless  they  will  be  ready  to  rei  oit  next 
Monday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  solving  the 
doubt,  and  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  was  lost— yeas  i.  nays  7: 

Yeas— Alderman  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
COCt— 4. 

Nays — Alderman  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington—  7. 

Absent — Alderman  Peters. 

The  substitute  was  then  adopted,  and  the  ordi- 
nance as  amended  was  passed. 

HOTEL  AT    CITY  FOIST. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  tor  5  P.  M.,  viz., 
the  reports  iceoninieiiding  leave  to  withdiaw  on 
petitions  of  G.  H.  Walcott  for  innholder's  and  bil- 
liard licenses  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  been  asked  by  a' 
member  of  this  Board,  who  desires  to  visit  this 
location,  to  request  that  this  matter  lie  over 
another  week.  Personally  I  have  no  such  request 
to  make,  but  on  his  behalf  I  move  that  this  matter 


matter  has  been  before  this  board  long  enough  to 
have  it  decided  now.  I  dc  not  suppose  that  any 
more  information  can  be  gained  if  we  delayed  it 
through  the  rest  of  this  year.  I  hope  it  will  he 
decided  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  Hall— This  is  a  petidon  of  a  gentle- 
man at  City  Point  for  a  license  as  innholder,  and 
1  think  it  has  been  fairly  shown  that  he  has  the 
best  place  on  the  whole  of  City  Point.  But  be- 
cause of  the  opposition  of  certain  gentlemen 
ther»  who  are  landholders— in  other  words  it  is  the 
rich  against  the  poor— U"  has  been  denied  this  li- 
cense. Now  one  member  of  this  Board,  who  has 
voted  for  it.  has  asked  to  have  the  matter  lie  over, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  fair,  just  and  reasonable  re- 
quest,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  granted. 

Alderman  Emery— Before  that  question  is  put  I 
desire  to  say  one  word.  That  matter,  as  all  gen- 
tlemen present  are  aware,  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  and  they  had  repeated  hear- 
ings. The  subject  was  investigated  pro  and  con. 
The  petitioner  appeared  with  able  counsel,  and  he 
had  all  the  hearings  he  asked  for;  gentlemen  tes- 
tified in  favor  of  the  license;  the  remonstrants 
were  fully  heard,  and  a  great  number  of  them  ap- 
peared.   The  committee  visited  the   premises  and 


looked  the  matter  over  with  the  utmost  care. 
After  a  full,  fair,  free  and  complete  investigation, 
the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
did;  they  reported  to  this  Board,  and  the  re- 
port was  accepted.  To  accommodate  the  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  petitioner  as  counsel  the 
matter  was  brought  back.  A  gentleman  who  ex- 
pressed his  approval  of  that  report,  through 
the  kindest  feelings  for  the  eminent  coun- 
sel, gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsid- 
er, and  every  other  gentleman  here  seemed 
to  be  willing  to  hare  a  full  investigation,  it  the 
parties  desired  it.  We  went  into  a  long  and 
tedious  examination  before  the  full  Board.  Noth- 
ing appeared  at  that,  bearing. as  1  observed,  which 
had  not  been  heaid  by  the  committee.  After  that 
full  investigation  the  vote  was  postponed  to  chis 
time.  Now  a  gentleman,  as  I  understand,  asks  a 
further  extension  of  time.  We  might  just  as  well 
pass  upon  it,  as  to  keep  it  along.  "\V  hde  we  are 
indulging  in  this  dilatory  action,  the  gentleman 
has  no  license.  It  is  time  for  the  gentlen 
this  Board  to  take  the  resp  — -*■ 
we  should  decide  the  questii 
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necessity  for  pressing  this  matter  this  evening. 
We  all  admit  tlud  one  member  is  away  who  would 
vote  in  favor  of  this  license.  In  my  opinion  this 
is  a  hardship  upon  the  petitioner.  Thev  have 
hunted  him  from  place  to  place  and  have  not  given 
him  an  hour's  peace  anywhere.  And.  who  are  his 
persecutors?  They  are  certainly  rich  men  who 
are  doing  it.  It  is  not  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Certainly  this  man  keeps  tne  only  place  there 
which  can  be  called  a .  hotel.  He  has  a 
dining  room  to  accommodate  150  persons, 
and  twenty  sleeping  rooms,  which  he  proved 
were  well  furnished,  although  the  remon- 
strants tried  to  show  that  they  were  not. 
And  one  gentleman,  whom  you  all  must  admit  to 
be  a  candid  man,  said  he  lodged  there.  Now, 
while  we  are  waiting  for  the  full  Board  to  be  pres- 
ent, gentlemen  aie  attempting  to  press  this  mat- 
ter. Nobody  is  to  be  injured,  by  th  -  delay ;  no  one 
will  be  harmed  by  laying  it  oyer  one  week,  and  I 
hope  the  final  vote  will  not  be  taken  this  (■■veiling. 
The  motion  to  specially  assign  wa«  put,  and  de- 
clared lost.  Alderman  W'orclidigton  doubted  the 
vote,  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed—8  for,  3  against. 

PROPOSED  NEW  SQUABS  ON  THE  BACK  BAY. 
Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  'that   the  Committee   on  Common   and 
Public  Grounds  be  requested  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  whether   any  satisfactory 
arrangement  can  be  made  with   the   parties  inter- 
ested to  secure  the  laving  out  as  a  public   park   of 
the  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Boylston  street,  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  Dartmouth  street. 
Passed. 

BONDS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  joint  special  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  bonds  of  city  officers, 
suoinbted  a  report  that  they  have  attended  to  the 
duty,  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  certified  to  the 
correctness  as  t«  form  of  all  the  bonds,  and  the 
committee  find  that  the  suieties  of  each  are  suffi- 
cient.   Accepted. 

COMPENSATION   FOR  TRUE  TIME. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fir»  Commissioners 
be  authorized  to  pay  to  Joseph  Wiulock,  director 
of  the  Observatory  of  Harvard  College,  the  sum 
of  S500  for  furnishing  the  true  meridian  time  to 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  present  year;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Fire  Alarms. 

Bead  once. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports  and 
orders  as  follows . 

Reports  recoinmemlimv  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Cynthia  O.  Pierce  for  abatement  of 
betterment  assesinent  for  widening  Union  street. 
Brighton;  and  on  petition  fcof  S.  E.  Decker  for 
abatement  of  betterment  assessment.  Severally 
accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows :  J. 
Lavery,  .33114.  hiving  oui  a:  d  extending  East  Len- 
ox street;  Joseph  Ilix,  scr.d,  widening  Centre 
street;  Patrick  Council,  .xioii.iin,  widening  Maga- 
zine street;  heirs  of  Kalph  llaskins,  SI'.iuk.  laving 
out  Kingsbury  street.    Severally  ierd  once. 

Order  to  pay  Ezckicl  S.  Johnson  S7500,  for  land 
damages  in  laying  out  and  extending    East  Ler.ox 
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street.    Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Har- 
ris, and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Addison  P.  Wheeloc'k  and  Na- 
thaniel Adams,  executor  ot  M.  E.  C.  Gunnison,  to 
quit  on  Silver  street  by  the  1st  of  November. 
Passed. 

WIDENING  OF  NORTH  CENTRE  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets, to  whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  or- 
uer  of  the  Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
widening  of  North  Centre  street,  at  Hanover 
street,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  City 
Council  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  said  resolve 
and  order;  the  expense  of  making  the  widening  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out 
and  Widening  Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolve  and  or- 
der were  passed,  in  concurrence  with  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  tne  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  that  leave  he  granted  on  the 
following  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables : 
M.  Harrington,  rear  2:12  Bunker  Hill  street:  C.  C. 
Dow,  Bartlett  street,  Ward  13;  Mt.  Washington 
Brewery  Co.  (to  move  and  occupy).  Eighth  street; 
John  F.  Kelly,  Howard  street:  i>- ston  Protective 
Department,  on  Pleasant  street  corner  of  Osborn 
place;  Louis  Vogel. Washington  and  Grove  streets, 
Ward  17;  George  H.  Robinson,  101  Cambridge 
street;  Terence  Cavanaugh,  Mori  court;  Charles 
G.  Rost,  rear  23  Conant  street  ;  also,  report  recom- 
mending the  granting  ol;  petition  of  Trustees  of 
Boston  College  for  leave  to  maintain  a  eellarbelow 
grade,  provided  said  cellar  is  boxed  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee  on  Health.  Severally 
accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  that  petition  of  Franklin 
Proctor,  for  removal  of  a  drain  which  runs 
through  Irs  land  on  Cottage  street,  be  referred  to 
Com.dittee  on  Paving.  Accepted  and  reference 
ordered. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing common  sewers  as  follows:  In'Walnut  street, 
Dorchester,  between  Ericsson  and  Water  streets; 
in  Bedford  stre°t,  between  Kingston  and  Summer 
streets.    Severally  passed. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  taking  of  land  of  Jo- 
seph Ham,  170  feet  long  and  five  feet  wide,  run- 
ning from  land  of  Moseley  to  the  edge  of  the 
marsh  in  Dorchester  Bay,  with  the  Hats  thereto 
belonging,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  sewer 
between  the  foot  ot  Crescent  avenue  to  tide  water 
in  Dorchester— according  to  a  plan  of  said  land, 
called  "Plan  accompanying  the  conveyance  of 
rights  ot  drainage  to  city  cf  Eoston,"  and  dated 
September,  1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers.   Head  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  .siio.4.1  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  Mary  A.  G.  Fuller,  for  a  sewer 
in  Clifton  street,  and  that  $30.21  be  hereby  as- 
sessed upon  the  same  party  for  a  sewer  in  Hudson 
street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75.60  be  here'jy  re- 
funded to  ('har)es  Robinson,  Jr.,  attorney,  being 
one-half  the  assessments  and  costs  levied  upon 
certain  estates  in  Bartlett  street,  Charlestown,  for 
a  sewer. 

Order  to  pay  Thomas  Leonard  S43.20,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  improve- 
ment of  Stony  Brook,  in  West  Roxbury,  by  an  or- 
der of  Commissioners  on  Stony  Brook)  passed 
Jan.  9, 1871. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

OLD  ENGINE  HOUSE  IN  WARD  SEVENTEEN. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  representing  that 
the  committee  have  in  charge  a  lot  of  land  con- 
taining about  l.r>(i()  square  feet,  upon  which  is  a 
wooden  building  known  as  the  old  engine  house, 
on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury.  Said  building  be- 
ing unlit  for  use,  the  committee  recommend  the 
pa-sage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  <  'onnnitree  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction  the  lot  of 
land  belonging  to  the  city  known  as  the  old  en- 
gine house  lot,  Mtuated  'on  Centre  street,  West 
loxbury  ;    also,  at  the  same  time,  the  wood  build- 


PERMITS  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  passage  of  orders  author- 
izing the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ings as  follows:  John  Bryant,  Austin  street,  Ward 
20;  Stephen  11.  Tarbell,  Albany  street,  between 
Newton  and  Stoughton  streets;  Owen  Navvn  (leave 
to  enlarge),  Parker  street,  near  Ce-  tre  street, 
Ward  15.  The  orders  were  severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Also  report  on  remonstrance  of  J.  P.  French  et 
al.  against  the  rebuilding  of  the  old  barrel  factory, 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary,  as  the  parties 
have  concluded  to  build  in  another  locality.  Ac- 
cepted. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  A. 
F.  Neale  ami  several  others,  constables,  which  had 
been  certified  by  the  City  'treasurer,  and  on  his 
motion  the  bond's  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

WARRANT  FOR  STATE  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  in  their  respect- 
ive wards  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  Novem- 
ber next, being  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  said  month,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and 
there  to  give  m  their  rotes  for  a  Governor,  Lien- 
tenant  Governor,  Secretary,  Auditor,  Attorney 
General,  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  also  for 
the  number  of  Councillors,  Sena  tors  a  ml  Represen- 
tatives to  which  this  city  is  entitled  in  its  various 
disricts ;  also  tor  members  of  the  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  from  Districts  3,  4,. 
5  and  8;  also  for  a  Sheriff,  a  District  At- 
torney and  thice  Commissioners  of  Insolvency 
for  Suffolk  County,  and  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court  in' place  of  Henry  Homer,  drciiisnl 
—all  the  foregoing  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot; 
also,  to  give  in  on  another  ballot  their  vote,  yes  or 
no,  in  answer  to  each  of  the  following  questions, 
viz.:  Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Commonwealth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-tour,  entitled  "'An  act  to  unite  the  city 
of  Chelsea'  with  the  city  ot  Boston''  be  accepted? 
Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  entitled  "An  act  to  unite  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Winthrop"  be  accepted? 
The  polls  to  lie  kept  open  uutil  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

ORDER  TO  REPORT  IN  PRINT. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commission  of  Physicians 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  to  examine  anil  report 
upon  the  comparative  sanitary  qualities  of  the 
Sudbury,  Mystic,  Shawsheen  and  Charles  River 
waters  "be  authorized  to  submit  their  report  in 
print,  and  to  furnish  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
same;  the  expense  of  such  printing  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  an  Additional  Water 
Supply. 

Passed. 

PASSAGEWAY  IN  REAR    OF    EAST  CHESTER  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  to  ac- 
cept a.  passageway  in  rear  of  East  Chester  park, 
with  passageway  leading  from  Kast  Springfield 
street  to  East  Chester  park,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  that  the  order  is 
part  of  a  settlement  made  by  the  Committee  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  with  the  owner  of 
the  adjoining  lot,  in  order  to  make  property  be- 
longing to  him  and  to  the  city  more  available. 

The  order  was  passed. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  such  temporary  ac- 
commodations as  they  may  deem  expedient  for 
evening  schools  in  such  sections  of  the  city  where 
the  registration  of  voters  or  ward  meetings  of  cit- 
izens are  held  in  buildings  now  occupied  for  said 
school  purposes;  the  expense  of  providing  said 
accommodations  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouscs,  Public.  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time;  I  have  in- 
troduced it  for  this  reason  :  In  several  of  the 
wards  in  this  city,  in  2,  3,  5,  7,  and  possibly  in 
some  others,  the  wardrooms  which  are  now  used 
for  evening  schools  will  be  needed  by  the  Assist- 
ant Registrars  of  Voters  for  some  two  weeks. 
The  wardrooms  will  also  be  needed  some  evenr 
ings  for  political  caucuses,  and  in  order  that  some 
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temporary  accommodations  may  be  furnished 
meanwhile  for  these  evening  schools  I  have 
introduced  this  order.  If  there  is  any 
part  of  the  money  expended  in  this  city  for  edu- 
cational purposes  that  is  well  spent,  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  that  spent  for  evening  schools, 
where  young  men  and  women,  who  work  hard 
during  the  day,  attend  regularly  in  order  to 
educate  themselves.  In  four  wards  the  meeting 
for  the  registration  of  voters  will  intei fere  very 
seriously  with  the  schools.  Temporary  accommo- 
dations can  l)i'  provided  at  no  very  great  expense, 
but  I  think  the  Committee  on  l'ublic  Buildings 
have  hardly  authority  to  do  it  without  an  order 
from  the  C'ity  Council. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and 
then  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  istehbins— l  am  willing  to  vote  for  the 
order,  with  the  proviso  that  those  additional  ac- 
commodations shall  be  provided  in  the  school- 
houses  belonging  to  the  city.  Under  the  order 
the  committee  will  have  authority  to  go  outside 
and  hire  any  hall  that  they  mav  be  able  to  secure. 
If  it  is  provided  that  the\  shall  make  the  arrange- 
ments in  our  public  schoolhouses.  1  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  order,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
authorize  the  committee  to  lease  halls  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  order  is  written  "to  pro- 
vide such  temporary  accommodations  as  they  may 
deem  expedient."  "I  hardly  think  the  committee 
will  deem  it  expedient  to  hire  halls.  In  most  ot 
these  cases  the  gas  pipes  i>  ill  have  to  be  extend- 
ed to  some  other  room  in  the  building. 

Alderman  Emery— As  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  l'ublic  Buildings.  I  am  not  anxious  that  we 
should  be  put  to  any  more  expense  for  school- 
houses  than  is  indispensable.  Our  expenses  are 
mnning  up  very  fast,  and  if  we  can  get  along 
without  any  additional  rooms,  I  should  desire  to 
do  so,  and  I  hope  we  shall.  It  will  be  but 
a  few  weeks  that  we  shall  need  any  out- 
side accommodations,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  go  outside  at  all.  If  these 
schools  are  located  in  districts  where  there  are 
schoolhouses  I  tbink  they  will  accomplish  the 
purpose.  It  may  be  we  can  find  tnese  accommo- 
dations outside  for  a  few  weeks,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  would  suffer  very  much  if  we  should 
suspend  the  schools  for  a  short  time  in  some  in- 
stances. 

Alderman  Prescott— These  evening  schools  are 
only  held  during  a  few  months  in  the  year,  and  it 


seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  extremely  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  scholars  to  suspend 
them  even  for  a  short  time.  If  gentlemen  of  this 
Board  will  corns  in  and  look  at  these  evening 
schools  I  think  they  will  not  object  to  spending 
a  few  dollars  for  them. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  the  order,  if  it  i>  left  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  know 
what  are  the  objections  to  occupying  some  of  the 
schoolhouses  for  these  evening  schools.  It  would 
certainly  save  expense.  Each  sclioolhouse  has  a 
large  hall  in  the  upper  story,  and  large  rooms  for 
classes,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  going  outside 
and  spending  a  dollar  unless  it  be  to  put  in  gas 
pipes  to  light  those  rooms  in  the  evening.  I  hope 
if  this  oraer  passes  that  there  will  be  no  money 
spent  in  hiring  rooms  outside  »he  schoolhouses. 

Alderman  Emery— I  suppose  it  will  he  practica- 
ble in  most  cases  to  use  the  school  rooms.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
who  otters  the  order,  understands  the  case,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  he  desires  to  incur  great  expendi- 
ture. There  can  be  no  objection  to  leaving  it  to 
the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  think  there  need  be 
any  objection..  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings will  furnish  only  such  accommodations  as 
are  necessary.  An  order  has  already  hern  passed 
locating  an  evening  school  in  the  Well-  Sclioolhouse 
in  place  of  the  Chambers-street  Chapel.  Now  the 
Assistant  Registrars  of  Voters  will  use  that  room 
for  two  weeks  commencing  next  Monday  night, 
and  the  room  may  also  lie  v  anted  by  citizens  for 
caucuses.  I  offered  this  order  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  may  be  authorized  to  pro- 
vide tempoiarv  accommodations   somewhere  else. 

Alderman  Hall— There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
need  of  coming  hete  and  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  this  kind,  as  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of 
room  for  these  evening  schools.  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  use  the  different  schoolhouses  and  not 
lie  hiring  halls  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Pi  escott— It  was  not  my  intention  to 
hire  outside  halls,  but  to  furnish  such  tempoiarv 
accommodations  in  some  othoi  school  rooms,  which 
the  committee  have  no  right  to  do  without  author- 
ity from  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
jocrned  and  stood  a  ljouri,od  till  Tuesday.  Oct.  13, 
at  71,  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  hold  a  convention  with  the 
School  Committee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    15,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  lit.  half-past  7  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS.  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  G.  Wintbrop  Coffin  et  al.,  Henry 
W.  Wilson  et  al.,  W.  F.  Mallalieu  et  al.,  Houghton 
&  Short,  and  Edward  Gallagher.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Report  that  bonds  of  the  city  officers  are  cor- 
rect, and  the  sureties  of  each  are  sufficient.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  that  further  consideration  is  unnecessa- 
ry on  remonstrance  of  Joseph  P.  French  and 
others  against  rebuilding  the  barrel  factory  on 
Second  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued,  as  follows:  1.  John  Bryant,  Austin 
street,  Ward  20.  2.  Stephen  II.  Tarbcll,  Albany 
street.  3.  Owen  Nawn.  Parker  street,  lear  Centre 
street.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  temporary  accommodations 
to  be  furnished  for  evening  schools,  which  are 
held  in  buildiugs  where  the  registration  of  voters 
is  made  or  ward  meetings  are  held.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading  and  laid  over.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  Mr'.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  Mr.  Pease  explained  that  the  rooms 
were  to  be  used  by  the  Assistant  Registrars  of 
voters,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  accommo- 
dations should  be  furnished  immediately. 

Report  recommending  the  pas- age  of  the  resolve 
and  order  for  widening  North  Centre  street,  at 
Hanover  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  §11,(120. 
Accepted, andsaid  resolve  and  order  road  a  second 
time  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Commission  of  Physicians 
on  examination  of  sanitary  condition  of  Sudbury, 
Mystic,  Shawshi'en  and  Charles  rivers,  to  report  iu 
print,  and  to  furnish  3000  copies.    Read  twice  and 


Order  requesting  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  report  whether  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
can  be  made,  with  parties  interested,  to  secure  for 
a  public  park  the  lot  of  land  bounded  by  lioylston 
street,  Huntington  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

FAST  DRIVING   EN  THE  STREETS. 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances recommending  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
to  allow  fast  driving  on  the  "Mile  Ground," 
came  down  with  a  substitute  adopted  by  the  other 
branch  providing  for  a  change  in  the  present  or- 
dinance jorbiddmg  the  driving  at  a  greater  rate 
of  speed  than  eight  miles  an  hour  within  the  city 
except  Wards  10,17  and  19,  and  forbidding  a  speed 
faster  than  twelve  mile-   an   hour  in  those  wards. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— There  has  been,  sir,  for 
several  years,  among  the  ordinances  oj  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  is  well  known  to  its  citizens  and  the 
members  of  this  body,  one  limiting  the  rate  of 
speed  in  our  streets  to  six  miles  an  hour.  That 
ordinance  has  been  found  to  be  of  practical  opera- 
tion and  beneficial  in  its  results.  By  means  of  it 
pedestriaus  on  the  macadamized  streets  and 
wooden-paved  avenues  leading  from  the  centre 
of  the  city  have  been  enabled  to  cioss  and 
recross  with  safety;  the  children  in  many 
parts  of  the  city,  who  have  unfortunately  no 
other  place  to  play  in,  have  been  enabled 
with  considerable  safety  to  find  amusement  in  the 
streets ;  under  it  the  police  have  been  able  to  con- 
trol the  locomotion  of  vehicles  and  regulate  public 
travel  in  our  streets.  No  objection  has  ever  been 
made  to  it;  no  re  juest,  so  far  as  1  can  judge  from 
reading  the  proceedings  of  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  City  Council,  has  been  made  for  its 
repeal,  or  for  its  modification,  except  to  a  limited 
extent.  Some  little  time  since,  after  the  annexa- 
tion to  the  city  of  what  is  now  Ward  19,  a  petition 
was  presented  asking  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory  should  be  set  apart  for 
the  purpose  of  trials  of  the  speed  of  horses  for 
one  hour  before  and  one  hour  after  sun- 
set. That,  sir,  met  with  some  objection,  as 
might  naturally  have  been  supposed,  from  the 
abutters  on  that  street.  Owing  to  that  objection, 
the  other  branch  of  this  Government  have  passed 
an  ordinance  repealing  the  one  which,  as  it  seems 


to  me,  wisely   limited   the   rate   of  speed   to  six 
liles  an  hour,  and  virtually  making  a  race  cours 


dinance,  it  seems  to  have  been  done  because  it 
was  believed  that  this  would  be  acceptable  to  both 
parties.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be  acceptable  to 
neither  party.  Those  gentlemen  who  want  to  drive 
their  horses  upon  the  Mile  Ground  do  not  wint  to 
be  limited  to  a  mile  in  five  minutes ;  they  do  not 
want  to  be  limited  to  twelve  miles  an  hour;  they 
want  to  get  the  utmost  speed  from  their  horses 
upon  that  track.  Those  who  ride  tor  pleasure  cer- 
tainly do  not  want  to  run  the  risk  and  incur  the 
danger  of  collision  or  accident  in  what  is  a  beau- 
tiful—if not  the  most  beautiful— part  of  the  sub- 
urbs of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  tins  new  ordinance,  as 
proposed,  will  cut  off  those  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  drive  for  pleasure  and  not  for  speed  from 
Biighton,  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  and  con- 
vert into  a  sort  of  mile  track  the  driveway 
around  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  The  effect 
of  passing  this  ordinance  will,  it  seems  to 
me,  increase  more  than  twofold  the  risk 
and  danger  which  there  always  is,  more  or  less, 
to  those  who  drive  merely  for  pleasure.  It  will 
enable  people  to  drive  across  the  ei„y  at  an  unrea- 
sonable rate  of  speed.  It  will  throw  open  the 
newly  acquired  territory  to  racing  on  Sunday, 
notwithstanding  the  remark  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers in  the  other  branch,  that  the  Sunday  law 
would  prohibit  fa«t  driving  on  the  Mile  ( i round  on 
that  day.  I  do  not  so  understand  it.  Tne  Sun- 
day law  prohibits  travelling  on  Sunday,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  necessity  or  charity,  and 
it  does  not  regulate  the  speed  at  which  a  man, 
travelling  for  necessity  or  charity,  may  drive. 
Therefore  we  shall  have  rapid  driving  in  the  new- 
ly acquired  territory  on  Sundays  as  well  as  week 
days,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  detet  mine  who  has 
the  right  to  travel  fast  on  that  day  and  who  not 
I  hope,  therefore,  for  the  reasons  given,  that  this 
ordinance  will  not  prevail. 

The  President  explained  that  the  first  question 
was  on  the  sub  titutioii  ol  the  ordinance  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  one  originally  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
ordinance  ought  to  go  to  the  coniinittee  who  have 
had  the  subject  in  charge,  ami  who  reported  the 
first  ordinance.  I  noticed  that  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  there  was  a  public  healing  given  ou  the 
subject.  Now,  the  giving  of  public  hearings  by 
one  branch  upon  a  matter  that  is  to  be  passed 
upon  by  both  branches  seems  to  me  to  be  an  ir- 
regularity that  was  doubtless  entertained  by  in- 
advertence, because  there  are  many  mat- 
ters which  that  Board  passes  upon  exclu- 
sively. But  this  relates  to  an  ordinance  which 
cities  and  towns  are  authorized  to  pass,  and  there- 
fore it  should  be  acted  upon  by  both  branches. 
This  ordinance  not  having  been  before  any  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council,  I  therefore  move  that 
the  whole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— As  that  matter  has  been 
very  fully  discussed  by  the  other  branch,  I  sug- 
gest an  amendment  to  the  motion,  which  1  hope 
thegentlema.il  from  Ward  12  will  accept,  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  mi  Ordinances  on 
the  part  of  this  branch.  I  shall  have  no  objection  to 
its  going  there,  but  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
referring  it  to  a  joint  committee  when  the  other 
branch   have  passed  upon   it.  after  a  long  hearing. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— One  objection  to  the 
amendment,  is  that  this  is  a  matter  which  is  ro  be 
passeil  upon  by  both  branches,  and  therefore  it 
should  go  to  a  joint  committee.  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  its  being  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  which  is  composed  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances  on  the  pari  of  this  branch;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that,  on  the  whole,  it  should  go  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  this  ordi- 
nance has  not  been  before  them.  That  committee 
reported  the  original  ordinance,  and  if  it  is  re- 
committed at  all  it  should  go  to  them. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— If  I  read  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  aright,  this  ordi- 
nance has  never  been  before  that  committee,  but 
was  offered  at  the  last  meeting  by  Alderman 
Clark  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  reported  by  the 
coniinittee.  A  motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  which  was  voted 
down. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  suggested  the.  amendment— the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  having 
been  made  in  the.   other  branch    and  voted  down 
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My  own  opinion  is  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch,  a  mo- 
tion to  refer  to  the  joint  committee  having  been 
voted  down  in  the  otber  branch. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  exercise 
that  courtesy  due  to  the  committee  having  the 
matter  in  charge— in  refusing  to  recommit  the 
subject  for  their  consideration — is,  perhaps,  a  rea- 
son why  we  should  set  them  a  better  example. 

The  1'resident — Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  to  make  a  motion? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — Jfo,  sir. 

The  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances  was  carried,  in  nonconcurrence. 

rMTSISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  suitable  wardrooms  to  be 
provided  at  ensuing  elections  in  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  to  be  used  as  voting  places.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  the  follo,ving  transfers 
From  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works  ssn.onn 
and  from  the  Reserved  Fund  S20.000,  to  the-  appro 
priation  lor  Y\  ater  Works.  Wards  13,  11. 15  ami  10 
also  from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses to  Contingent  Fund  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  S1500.  Passed— yeas  13,  nays  0— in  con- 
currence. 

Order  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  old  engine 
house  in  rear  of  Town  Hall.,  Brighton.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  Council  took  up,  as  unfinished  business,  the 
nominations  for  superintendents  of  Charles  River, 
Warren  and  Maiden  Bridges  and  proceded  to  an 
election. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  that  all  the  su- 
perintendents be  voted  for  at  once.    Carried. 

Messrs.  Lorine  of   Ward  12,  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, 
and  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  were  appointed    a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  son  and  count  votes.    They  re- 
ported as  follows: 
For  Superintendent  of  diaries  River  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Joel  R.  Bolan  had 57 

E.B.Rankin 1 

And  Mr.  Bolan  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  tu  a  choice 28 

Charles  H.  Marple  had 54 

And  Mr.  Marple  vras  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

Whole  number  of  votes 56 

Necessary  to  a  choice 29 

John  Howard  had 54 

J.J.Flyrrn 1 

Nanoleon  O'Brien 1 

And  Mr.  Howard  was  declared  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  for  the  City  Council  to  attend 
the  dedication  of  the  new  building  of  the  Brigh- 
ton Branch  Library,  on  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  29. 
The  invitation  was*  accepted  on  "the  part  of  the 
Common  Council  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  for  leave 
to  eularge  wooden  building  by  the  Whiting  Iron 
Foundry  Company,  on  Farnham  ,street,  Ward  13; 
and  to  erect  wood-en  buildings  t>yKelley&  Mooney 
on  Ashton  place,  Ward  3,  and  Owen  Xa'wn  in  rear 
of  Palmer  street,  AVard  13. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

WARDROOMS  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  who  were  directed  to 
report  suitable  voting  places  in  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
wardrooms  for  Wards  20,  21  and  22,  for  election 
purposes,  be  established  at  the  following  locali- 
ties, namely:  Ward  20,  at  Choral  Hall.  Lawrence 
street;  Ward  21,  at  Edgeworth  Chapel,  Edge- 
worth  street;  Ward  22,  at  Union  Hall,  Main  street. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED  NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 


signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  instruction  on  establishing 
a  nautical  school  (City  Doe.  No.  82,  1874),  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  and  the 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  School  Committee 
with  a  request  to  consider  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  as  early  as  practicable  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  such  a  school,  and  the  prob- 
able annual  expense  to  the  city  of  maintaining 
the  same. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  find  by  reading  the  re- 
port that  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the 
establi-hment  of  nautical  schools  authorizes  ■■the 


properly  fitted  up,  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
any  nautical  school  established  at  each  or  any  of 
the  ports  of  Sew  Yoik.  Boston,  Baltimore  ami  San 
Francisco,  upon  condition  that  there  shall  be 
maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or  branch  of  a 
school, for  the  instruction  of  youths  in  navigation, 
seamanship,  marine  enginery,"  etc.  But  it  is  to  be 
done  upon  application  in  writing  by  the  governor. 
It  seems  that  in  New  York  the  governor  made 
application  at  the  request  of  certain  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Nevy  York.  But  the  act  itself,  while 
it  looks  to*  the  establishment  of  such  a  school  at 
the  port  of  Boston,  seems  to  me  to  consider  it  a 
State  institution.  The  report  of  the  committee 
also  speaks  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  nautical 
schools.  Thev  were,  of  course,  of  a  different 
kind,  because  they  were  schools  for  sentenced 
children,  while  this  law  provides  that  no  sentenced 
children  shall  go  to  this  school.  Therefore,  as  a 
means  of  acquiring  information,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  on  the  subject  of  a  nautical 
school  be  referred  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  vim 
the  request  that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth  regarding  the  same,  and  com- 
municate to  the  City  Council  such  information  as 


Commonwealth  or  the  city,  and  the  probable 
annual  expense  of  maintaining  the  same. 

The  President- The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  question  before  the  Council  now  is  upon  the 
acceptance  of  the  report,  which  would  be  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  school  board  with  the  request 
that  they  consider  and  report.  The  order  offered 
bv  the  gentleman  is  not  in  order.  If  he  will  em- 
body the  substance  of  the  order  in  a  motion,  that 
will' be  m  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  will  make  it  as  a  motion 
then  ["that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  Mayor, 
with  the  request,"  etc]. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16 — I  am  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction,  and  I  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  this  school  was  to  be  under  the  supervision 
of  the  city  of  Boston  by  its  school  board.  The 
idea  did  not  once  enter  iny  head  that  it  might  be 
a  Commonwealth's  institution,  and  I  ani  very- 
glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  discov- 
ered that  point.  I  hope  that  his  motion  will  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  desiie  that  the  city  of  Boston 
should  manage  any  institution  and  foot  the  bills 
for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  I  think  we  have  done 
enough  of  that.  But  if  it  does  legitimately  be- 
long to  the  city  to  bear  the  expense  I  should 
favor  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  prevailed  and  the  re- 
port was  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

LEAVE  TO   WITHDRAW. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  at  their  own  request  on  petitioS  of  C. 
C.  Cobleieh  et  al.    Accepted. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  af- 
ditional  sum,  not  exceeding  $000,  for  team  work 
in  their  department;  the  expenditure  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum, not  exceeding  S5000.  in  paying  for  labor 
on  the  public  grounds,  the  expenditure  to  be 
charged  tn  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  se.'ond  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    19,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four   o'clock  P.  M., 

Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special   Police— John  A.  Doe,    Jr.,  Temporary 

Home,  Chardon  street;  .lames  Worse,  George  H. 
Morse,  Methodist  Fpi-copal  Society,  Washington 
"Village;  Henry  Hugh  Smith,  Appleton  Temporary 
Home;  George  S.  Hutchinson,  Evening  School, 
bathhouse,  Cabot  street. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— Jonathan  Fro- 
hock. 

Constables— Charles  E.  Townsend,  Samuel  A. 
Cushing,  Treasurer's  Department. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  petitions  were 
considered  and  disposed  of  as  follows: 

On  expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Bedford 
street,  between  Kingston  and  Summer  streets. 
No  objections,  and  order  recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

On  expediency  of  building  a  sewer  in  Walnut 
street,  Dorchester,  between  Ericsson  and  Water 
streets.  The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  from 
Jeremiah  Myers  et  al.  against  the  construction  of 
said  sewer.  '  Alderman  Stebbins  said   he  had  been 


hail  been  requested  by  parties  in  interest  to  move 
that  the  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers.    The  motion  prevailed. 

On  petition  of  Robert  Frampton,  for  leave  to  lo- 
eate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on  Boylston 
street,  Ward  17.  No  objections,  and  recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Company, 
for  an  additional  track  on  lower  portion  of  Lever- 
ett  street.  No  objections,  and  recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street TJistriet.  Joseph  Niekerson  et  at.,  that 
the  grade  of  Hunneinan  street  be  kept  at  12. 

To  the  Joint  commitlrr  on  Public  Lands.  Boyn- 
ton  Bros,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  Columbus  avenue  at  the  corner  of  Northamp- 
ton street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  B.  Fallon 
eft  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  on  Mt.  Hope  and  Can- 
terbury streets,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  George  C.  Wright  for  removal  of 
several  trees  from  the  sidewalk  of  Eden  street, 
Charlestown. 

Tothe  Committee  on  sewers.  A.  L.  Bailey, for  a 
sewer  in  Ninth  street  from  I  toK  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  guard'an,  for  abatement. 
of  betterment  assessment  on  Lincoln  street,  Brigh- 
ton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  F.  B.  Beaumont,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  tor  three  horses  on  Alveston  street. 

William  F.  Shedd  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Mosely  avenue, 
Ward  16. 

Joseph  B.  Sanford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  or.  Highland  street. 

George  Russell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  tor  one  horse  on  Kemp  stieet. 

T.  W.  Howe, for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  in  rear  of  Heed  street. 

T.  W.  Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Reed  street. 

R.  J.  Monk,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  C  street,  corner  of  Second 
street. 

F.  D.  Osgood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  hors"  on  Cedar  street,  No.  56,  Ward 
15. 

Eliza  M.  Howe,  for  extension  ol  time  in  which  to 
build  a  stable  on  Laurel  street. 

William  Cable  ct  al.,  rei strance  against  erec- 
tion of  a  stable  by  John  G.Day  on  Beethoven 
street. 

L.  P.  Hunt,  remonstrance  against  erection  of 
stable  at  2(1  Fast  Concord  street. 

Nathan  H.  Dillingham,  for  leave  to  establish  a 
private  lying-in  hospital  at  21  Indiana  place. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  Porter  & 
Coates  of  Philadelphia,  lor  aid  in  the  publication 
of  an  illustrated  work  exhibiting  the  progress  of 
the  United  States  in  one  hundred  years.  The 
aid  asked  is  to  consist  of  three  steel  engrav- 
ings— one  a  perspective  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  it 
is,  another  a  view  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  and 
the  third  a  view  of  Fancuil  Hall.  The  estimated 
cost  is  $900,  and  the  plates,  it  the  city  agree,  are  to 
be  returned  after  the  publication  of  the  work. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pa  una/.  Boston  Coopera- 
tive Building  Company,  that  the  names  of  Sydney 
place  and  Waterloo  'street  be  given  to  certain 
highways  in  Ward  16,  owned  by  petitioners. 

George  Hale,  trustee,  et  al.,  that  Cazenove  street 
be  paved  and  put  in  order. 

Emerson  Wheeler  et  al.,  for  a  plank  or  concrete 
sidewalk  on  easterly  side  of  Korth  Harvard  street, 
from  Cambridge  street  to  Western  avenue. 

George  W.  Niekerson,  for  leave  to  construct  a 
cellar  stairway  within  his  own  premises  from  side- 
walk on  Dorchester  avenue  at  Linden  street. 

Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  platform  twenty  feet  from  the  ground 
across  First  street  at  their  factory. 

Charles  V.  Whitten,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Dorchester  avenue. 

Henry  Hoyt,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  9 
Cornhill. 

Thomas  S.  Manahan  et  al.,  that  St.  Charles 
stieet  be  paved  and  put  in  order. 

A.  &  J.  McLaren  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Bennington  street,  from  No.  71  to  No.  82. 

J.  E.  Came  ct  al.,  for  brick  sidewalks  in  Warren 
place,  Ward  14. 

William  Pratt  et  al.,  that  Hereford  street  be 
macadamized  and  put  in  order. 

J.  E.  Came  et  at.,  for  the  grading  of  Wirren 
place,  Ward  14. 

Union  Stone  Company  et  al.,  that  the  street 
railway  tracks  be  removed  from  Devonshire 
street. 

Proctor  &  Jones,  for  leave  to  use  a  hoisting 
beam  at  corner  of  Charles  and  Leverett  streets. 

Citizens'  Gaslight  Company,  for  consent  and 
authority  to  dig  up  and  open 'the  ground  in  any 
of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  of  the  city  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  gas  mains. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock,  Director  of  the 
Observatory  at  Harvard  College,  $500,  for  furnish- 
ing to  the  city  the  true  meridian  time. 

Order  to  pay  Patrick  Connell  $109.90,  for  land 
damages  on  Magazine  street. 

Order  to  pay  Ralph  Haskins  heirs  §1928,  for  land 
damages  on  Kingsbury  street. 

Order  to  pay  J.  Lavary  $3114,  for  land  damages 
on  East  Lenox  stieet. 

Older  to  pay  Joseph  l>ix  $650,  for  land  damages 
on  Centre  street. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  V.  Whitten  $162.80,  for 
land  damages  on  Centre  street. 

Order  to  sell  the  old  engine  house  and  lot  on 
Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Owen  Nawn,  Kelley  &  Mooney,  and 
Whiting  Iron  Foundry  Co.     Severally  referred. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
on  the  subject  of  a  nautical  school  (City  Doc.  No. 
82)  came  up  referred  to  the  Mayor,  with  the  re- 
quest that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  upon  the 
subject  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  such  a 
school. 

Alderman  i'rescott  said  this  subject  had  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  who  made  a  recommendation  which 
seemed  to  them  the  best,  disposal  of  the  subject, 
the  City  Council  could  make.  It  has  been  materi- 
ally changed  bv  amendment  in  the  other  branch, 
and  he  had  not  had  time  to  give  the  subject  that 
thought  he  would  like  to  give.  He  therefore 
moved  that  it  be  specially  assigned -for  the  next 
regular  meeting  at  live  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Invitation  for  City  Council  to  attend  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Krighlon  branch  Library  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  29,  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  removal  of  the  old  wooden  engine 
house  in  rear  of  the  Town  Hall,  Brighton. 

Alderman  Hall  asked  for  some  explanation  of 
this  order. 

Alderman  Emery  said  it  was  an  old,  dilapidated 
building,  which  was  partly  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
is  of  no  use  to  the  city.  One  of  the  sub-committee 
who  made  the  examination  is  present,  and  can 
give  further  information  if  desired. 

The  order  was  ] 
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Report  nominating  Charles  II.  Marplo  as  Super- 
intendent of  Warren  Bridge,  .Joel  R.  Bolan  as  Su- 
perintendent of  Charles-River  Bridge,  and  of 
John  Howard  as  Superintendent  of  Maiden 
Bridge.    Accepted. 

Certificates  of  the  election  of  said  persons  to 
the  positions  above  named,  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council.  The  Board  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot, Aldermen  Bower  and  Emery  being  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported, and  the  gentlemen  above  named  were 
elected  in  concurrence— all  of  them  unanimously, 
except  John  Howard,  who  received  ten  votes  to 
two  scattering. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  C.  C.  Cobleigh,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  construction  of  North  Harvard-street 
sewer.    Accepted. 

Order  to  establish  wardrooms  in  Charlestown, 
as  follows :  Ward  20,  Choral  Hall, Lawrence  street; 
Ward  21,  Edgeworth  Chapel,  Edgeworth  street; 
"Ward  22,  Union  Hall,  Mam  street.    Passed. 

The  ordinance  to  allow  a  rate  of  speed  in  city 
proper  at  eight  miles  per  hour,  and  Wards  16, 17 
and  in  at  twelve  mile-  per  hour,  came  up  recom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
Board  concurred. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICER. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  to  Oct.  1— Ar- 
rests 8218,  males  0402,  female-.  1750,  Americans 
2834,  foreigners  5384,  non-residents  1S26,  minors 
1458,  committed  5083;  lodgers  soul,  males  G848,  fe- 
males 1(5(5.  Americans  2950,  foreigners  5548,  non- 
re  idents  Uiiti'.i,  minors  tld'.i ;  property  taken  from 
prisoners  and  returned  to  them,  $19,127.15;  prop- 
erty reported  stolen  in  the  city,  S12.1U0.00;  stolen 
property  recovered,  $15,383.99;  fines  imposed  by 
the  courts,  s22,09S.OO:  amount  of  imprisonment  by 
same,  010  ye;  rs  7  months  ;  amount  received  for  dog 
licenses,  $3360.00;  the  principal  causes  of  arrest 
were  as  follows:  Assault  and  battery  70.3, felonious 
assault  so,  common  drunkards  100,  disorderly  1731, 
disturbing  the  peace  13s,  drunkenness  3142,  forni- 
cation 20,  gambling  30,  idle  and  disorderly  62,  in- 
decent exposure  52,  insane  50,  keeping  house  of  ill- 
fame  10,  larceny  4110,  felonious  larceny  154,  ma- 
licious mischief'  74.  night  walking  28.  robbery  14, 
shop  breaking  no,  stubborn  children  30,  suspicion 
of  lareem  01,  suspicion-'  persons  403,  tlueatening 
bodily  harm  10,  vagrancy  100,  violation  of  city 
ordinances  11..,  witnesses  87,  violation  of  liquor 
law  12,  violation  of  Sunday  law  53.  Expenditures 
tor  the  quarter,  S2()5.010.72,  balance  of  appropria- 
tion in  treasury  S403.034.72.    Placed  on  file. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  G.  K.  Withington 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  sterm  engine  and 
boiler  at  923  Tremont  street,  and  an  order  of  no- 
tice was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Nov.  9 
at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

LEAVE  TO  WITHDRAW  ON    CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 

Claims,  submitted  reports  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petitions  of  .lames  Murphy,  for  dam- 
ages for  blasting  on  Regent  street;  and  A.  T. 
Stearns  co  Co.,  for  damages  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Taylor  and 
Water  streets,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 


Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  severally  recommending  the 
passage  of  orders  of  notice  for  healings  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  9,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petitions  of 
Metropolitan  Railroad  for  leave  to  lay  down 
tracks  in  Columbus  avenue;  and  on  petition  of 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  ex- 
tend their  locations  in  Ward  12.  The  orders  were 
severally  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted reports  on  petitions  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  build,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  an  iron  bridge  with  stone  abut- 
ments on  Ashland  street.  West  Koxbury,  over  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  Estimated  cost, 
$30,000. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Bovlston  street, 
between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost  $3000. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Midland  street,  Ward  16,  as  re- 
cently laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners.    Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Harrison  ave- 
nue between  Eustis  and  Dudley  streets,  and  re- 
port to  this  Hoard  a  schedule  of   the  cost   thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
estate  on  the  southeasterly  coiner  of  Fourth  and 
G  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule 
of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Orders  to  pav  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Eugene  O'Neil,'S250,  Paris  street,  corner  of  Porter 
street;  Julia  Pimental,  .8159,  Fabin  street. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  a  sidewalk  in 
Dorchester  avenue,  between  Broadway  and  G 
street,  $278.96,  with  order  f  a  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  one- half  of  same  on  the  persons 
therein  named.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  a:  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  t .ranted— Otto  &  Schubert,  805 
Washington  street:  Gustave  Llutliard.  so  Spring- 
field street;  Edward  W.  SI  ck,  485  Tremont  street. 

Auctioneers"  Licen.-es  ( ;rained — Jo.-eph  C.  Da- 
vis, 12  School  street;  Leonard  &  Co.,  48-50  Brom- 
field  street. 

Minor's  Applications  Crante   —Ten  newsboys. 

Amusement  License  G.anted — W.  B.  Stacey,  to 
exhibit  Ro  al  Marionettes  at  Tremont  Temple  for 
three  weeks;  H.  D  ivis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  panorama 
at  Wait's  Hall,  Oct.  23, 24. 

Dealers  in  Secondhand  Articles  Licensed— G.  J. 
Fortune,  3  Harrison  avenue ;  John  F.  Flynn  &  Co., 
5  Washington  avenue;  Jacob  Runkel,  148  Essex 
street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— A.  Locke  and  four 
others  i transfer- 1 :  W.1I.  G  allure,  Atlantic  avenue 
andT  Wharf:  Martin  Courdry,  5  Oneida  street; 
Augustus  V.  Bas-ett  (express  wagon). 

Wagon  License  Refused— Thomas  Phillips, 
Adams  House. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Henry  E.  White,  cor- 
ner India  and  State  streets;  John  Eaton,  Jr.,  16 
Eliot  street  (after  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  daily) 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— David  "Murray, 
1775  Washington  street;  Nathaniel  H.  Clark,  7 
South  Russell  street;  Ceorge  E.  Ellani,  10  Knee- 
land  street;  Stanley  &  Clarke,  812  Washington 
street;  Conrad  Fais,  580  Washington  street; 
Thomas  Hunt,  Western  avenue,  North  Brighton  ; 
Rani-oll  Brothers.  287  Federal  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— John  H.  Nugent, 
1597  Washington  street;  T.  Wilder,  137%  East 
Dover  place  :  James  Cain,  422  Federal  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO  USE    FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  submitted  reports  as  follows:  la  favor  of 
granting  the  use  of  said  hall  to  C.  H.  Robinson 
et  al.,  for  a  meeting  on  Oct.  25,  on  the  subject  of 
prisons  and  prisoners,  provided  the  hall  can  be 
relinquished  by  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Me- 
chanic Association  by  that  date;  in  favor  of 
granting  the  use  of  said  hall  to  A.  O.  Brewster  for 
a  political  meeting  on  Nov.  2.  Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES.     • 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  grannngof  the  following 
petition-,  for  leave  to  ocenpv  stables:  i;.  F.  Bui- 
lard,  1081  Tieinont  street ;  W.  P.  Newman,  War- 
ren street,  near  ()ui..cv  street.  Ward  14;  Edward 
Fennerty,  Alt.  Hope  st'reet;  Reed  Bros.  &  Sawin, 
Winchester  street.  Charlestown  ;  Batch  el  dor  Bros., 
Howe's  wharf,  Shaving  street ;  Emerson  A.  Noyes, 
5-7  North  Centre  street;  also  report  in  favor  of 
granting  petition  of  Daniel  Goodnow,  for  leave  to 
maintain  a  cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Fulton 
and  Richmond  streets,  for  storage  purposes  only. 
Severally  accepted. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 
Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 

of  Boston  :  Respect  I'ullv  represent  the  undersigned, 
acommittee  appointed  by  the  Sulfolk  Bar,  with 
instructions  to  urge  the  prompt  action  of  your 
honorable  Board  m  the  matter  of  the  purchase  of 
land  for  anew  Court  House. 

1st.  That  some  seven  months  ago,  viz.,  in 
March,  a  hearing  was  fgranted   to  said   Bar  Com- 
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niittee  bvvour  honorable  Board,  and  on  June  23 
vour  Board  instructed  your  Committee  on  County 
Buildings  to  select  and'  report  a  suitable  site  for 
said  Court  House. 

2d.  That  on  the  second  day  of  October  said 
committee  gave  a  public  heating,  and  had  sub- 
mitted to  them  various  sites  for  such  a  building, 
but  that  the  report  called  for  by  the  instructions 
of  your  honorable  Board  four  months  ago  has  not 
been  presented. 

3d.  That  the  term  of  the  present  Hoard  is  draw- 
ing towards  its  close,  and  that  if  by  a  delay  in 
making  the  committee's  report. the  present  Alder- 
men shall  have  no  opportunity  to  take  action  in 
the  matter,  the  work  of  your  petitioners  will  have 
to  lie  done  again, with  no  greater  chance  of  success. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the    undersigned    cannot 
regard  their  instiuctions    received   at  the  Suffolk 
Bar  meeting  as  fulfilled   without    respectfully  re- 
monstrating against    further    delav  in  the    prem- 
ises. William  Gaston. 
■E.  H.  Derby, 
S.  M.  Quincy. 
W.  A.  Field. 
Edward  Avery. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings. 

RELATIONS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  AND  DRAINAGE. 


Sewers  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  great  distress  and  danger  to  health  in  certain 
parts  of  the  city,  caused  by  furnishing  a  copious 
supply  of  Cochituate  water  befooe  any  provision 
can  be  made  for  its  removal  by  sewerage.  The 
soil  around  our  suburban  dwelling-,  which  will 
easily  absorb  the  sewage  of  the  household  when 
the  water  used  is  pumped  from  wells,  is  rapidly 
saturated  and  overliowed  when  the  supply  conies 
from  the  water  pities  ;  the  wells  are  spoiled  and 
the  neighborhood  becomes  unhealthy.  The  larger 
p^rt  of  the  work  of  the  Sewer  Department  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  in  the  outlying  wards, 
following  the  laving  of  water  pipes  at  a  greater  or 
less  interval;  but  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  sew- 
erage as  fast  as  water  supply,  because  the  drain- 
age of  a  small  area  in  a  high  situation  may  re- 
quire a  long  and  expensive  sewer ;  and  this,  under 
our  law  of  assessment  is  paid  for  by  an  almost  in- 
supportable tax  upon  all  the  estates  along  the 
line  which  reallv  have  no  need  for  it.  From  some 
petitions  on  the  files  of  the  department  it  would 
appear  that  greater  discomfort  has  arisen  from  a 
supply  of  water  without  means  of  drahifge, 
than  would  have  been  encountered  by  keeping  the 
original  supplv  from  wells.  But  mor"  than  this, 
owing  to  the  extended  area  and  peculiar  topogra- 
phy of  our  city  there  are  localities  to  which  it 
will  be  physically  impossible  to  extend  sewers  for 
many  years,  and' by  furnishing  indiscriminately  a 
supplv  of  Cochituate,  a  permanent  evil  will  result 
from  a  temporary  convenience.  To  this  contin- 
gency we  deem  it'proper,  through  you,  to  call  the 
attention  os  the  Water  Hoard, the  Board  of  Health 
and  the  citizens  of  the  suburban  wards. 
James  Power, 
Alanson  Bigelow. 
Thomas  B.  Harris. 

Committ  ;e  on  Sewers. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

orders  for  sewers. 
Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Russell  court,  and  of  assess- 
ing the  expense  thereof  on  all  parties  benefited 
thereby.    Passed. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to 
build  a  se we  1  in   Bedford    street,  between  Kings- 
ton and  Summer  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 
streets. 
Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board- 
Order  to  pay  Mrs.  Sarah    Scott    84812,   for    land 
ami  damages  caused  by  widening  of    Washington 
street,  by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  of 
July  19, 1874.    Head  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  apportion  in  three  equal  instalments 
the  betterment  assessed  ori  Jordan,  .Marsh  &  Co., 

for  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street,  in  \\  aid  l!l; 
to  be  paid  with  the  taxes  in  November,  1875, 1876 
and  1877,  with  interest.    Passed. 


hotel  at  city  point. 

The  Chairman  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  5  P.  M.,  namely,  reports  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  G.  H.  Walcott  tor 
innholdcr's  and  billiard  licenses  at  Citv  Point. 
The  Board  refused  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject— 5  for,  <;  against— by  a  rising  vote. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  subject  was 
made  a  special  assignment  for  Monday  next,  at  a 
quarter  before  five'  o'clock,  P.  M. 

constables'  bonds  approved. 

Alderman    Steobins    presented   the    bonds   of 

Charles  P.  Johnson    and    other   constables,  duly 

certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  on  his  motion 

they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthmgton,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  submitted  repot ts  and  orders  as 
follows : 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  volun- 
teer militia  in  this  city— that  the  city  would  se- 
cure to  their  use  the  privilege  of  the  drill  room  of 
the  Institute  of  Technology— because  the  space 
which  can  be  utilized  in  said  building  for  drill 
purposes  is  insufficient.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  armoiv  occupied  by  Company 
I,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  Y.  M.,  at  the 
junction  of  <;ihson  street  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
he  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of 
arms  an<l  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  in 
furnishing  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  Y.  M.,  at  the 
junction  of  Cambridge  and  Ninth  Russell  streets; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton,  and  passed-  -yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  officers  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry  for  battalion  headquarters, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
junction  of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  street  , 
the  sum  of  $300  per  annum,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  1874;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthmg- 
ton, and  passei  —yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  Company  A,  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a  new  armory, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  A.  Second  Battal- 
ion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  Ill  North  Russell 
street,  be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1874,  and  that  the  sum  of 
$900  per  annum  be  allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of 
armory  now  occii)  ied  by  said  company,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets,  and 
continuing  until  otherwise  ordered  ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 


the  sum  paid  for  where  they  were,  formerly  lo- 
cated? 

Alderman  Wortliington-Tlie  amount  paid  by 
the  city  is  $<;oo  instead  of  $3011.  They  had  an  in- 
ferior place  entiiely  unsuitable  for  an  armory. 
When  the  Committee  on  Armories  went  there  it 
was  at  once  deemed  entirely  unsuitable,  and 
they  have  been  unable  to  get  a  proper  armory 
until  now.  This  building  has  been  erected  ex- 
pressly for  them.  They  pay  $1500  rent,  and  the 
city  pays  .SHOO  for  the  two  armories,  $300  for  the 
major's  headquarters,  and  $300  for  the  armory 
that  the  Stale  pays  back  to  us. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  the  head- 
quarters thev  had  before  were  very  good.  It  is  a 
locality  with  which  1  am  acquainted.  To  increase 
this  rent  does  not  look  like  economy  to  me,  and  if 
there  is  any  place  where  economy  should  lie  exer- 
cised it  is  in  this  armory  department.  I  think 
every  member  will  agree  with  me  that  there  i» 
need  of  economy  if  they  will  look  oyer  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2— Alder- 
men Cutter  and  Prescott  voting  nay. 


OCTOBER 


1874. 
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PAVING  OF  CITY   PASSAGEWAYS. 

Alderman  Cutter  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  A.  N.  Webb 
et  al.,  recommending the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order : 

Ordered,  That  tin-  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  with  wood  the  city  passageway 
leading  from  West  Newton  street  to  Concord 
square,  West  of  Tremont  street.  Estimated  cost, 
§2000. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  know 
why  it  is  that  we  have  such  ordeis  coming  in  here 
this  late  in  the  season,  and  why  this  passageway 
is  to  be  paved  with  wood.  Is  it  economical  to 
pave  with  wood  when  we  can  lay  down  a  stone 
pavement  that  will  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  very  happy  to  know 
that  the  gentleman  is  in  pursuit  of  informa- 
tion on  that  subject.  I  think  he  voted  for 
wood  pavement  once  or  twice,  but  now  he 
comes  to  us  for  information.  I  think  he  is  rather 
late.  We  would  not  be  justified  in  paving  those 
passageways  with  stone,  and  we  cannot  do  it  so 
well  and  cheap  as  we  can  with  wood  in  its  natural 
state,  or  even  with  wood  in  the  burnettized  state, 
the  price  for  which  we  have  got  almost  down  to 
that  of  wood  in  its  natural  state.  All  through  the 
winter  and  spring  those  alleyways  are  a  nuisance. 
and  something  ought  to  be  done.  We  think  this 
is  the  cheapest  and  best  thing  we  can  do. 

Alderman  Worthington— Why  are  we  called 
upon  to  pave  these  passageways  between  streets 
at  the  South  End?  Are  they  public  streets,  and 
why  have  they  not  been  paved  before? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  uot  aware  they  are  pub- 
lic streets. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  asked  why  vre 
did  not  do  them  before.  One  reason  is  we  attend 
to  them  as  our  attention  has  been  called  to  them, 
and  this  petition  did  not  come  in  as  early  in  the 
season  as  some  others.  Parties  complain  that  the 
wagons  and  milk  carts  passing  through  these  nar- 
row ways  disturb  them,  and  they  wish  the  wood 
E lavement  laid.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  15 voted 
or  wood  pavement  in  Devonshire  street,  where  it 
will  soon  wear  out. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  well  enough  to  have 
this  thing  understood :  but  these  are  not  public 
streets  in  the  usual  acceptance  of  the  term.  This 
land  formerly  belonged  to  the  city,  and  was  sold 
to  these  parties  with  restriction-,  the  passagewav 
being  reserved  for  the  abutters.  Although  the 
fee  is  in  the  city,  yet  it  is  not  a  public  street  as  we 
use  the  term  in  regard  to  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters— Can  the  abutters  prevent  any 
one  from  going  through  there? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  think  it  could  be 
closed  up.  I  think  the  condition  is  that  it  is  left 
open  for  the  abutters  and  those  having  occasion 
to  use  it.  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  closed  up  or 
sold. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  make- no  material  differ- 
ence how  the  street  is  laid  out,— whether  it  is 
given  to  the  city  or  not — we  have  got  to  take  care 
of  it  and  keep  it  in  passable  condition.  Therefore 
we  see  no  difference  in  this  respect  between  what 
we  call  a  public  street  and  a  passageway. 

Alderman  Hall— Have  these  passageways  been 
accept  >d  by  the  city? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  understand  that  they  have. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Lost,  by  a  rising  vote — 1  for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Hall -I  doubt  whether  these  streets 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city,  and  if  they  have 
not  we  have  no  right,  in  my  judgment,  to  pare 
them.  In  order  to  ascertain  that  fact  I  move 
that  the  matter  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Monday  afternoon  at  five  o'clock. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  to  specially 
assign  will  not  prevail.  We  have  introduced  this 
order  on  the  strength  of  knowledge  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  oi  Streeis, who  informs  us 
emphatically  that  the  city  is  just  as  much  bound 
to  take  care  of  those  passageways  as  of  Wash- 
ington street.  The  committee  voted  to  do  this 
some  months  ago,  and  I  supposed  that  the  work 
had  been  done.  1  can  only  account  for  the  delay 
by  the  large  amount  of  business  that  the  Paving 
Department  have  had  to  do  this  season.  If  any 
gentleman  will  go  into  those  passageways  he  will 
see  that  they  are  nuisances  and  that  the  work  on 
them  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  oppose  the  paving  of 
these  passageways  if  we  have  a  right  to  do  it, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  it  while  there  is  anv  doubt 


about  it.  If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  C  will  say 
of  his  own  knowledge  that  those  passageways 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city,  and  that  people 
have  the  right  to  call  for  the  paving  of  all  such 
passageways  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  with 
wood,  I  have  no  objection.  But  it  will  do  no 
harm  to  let  the  order  lie  over. 

Alderman  Emery— I  see  no  occasion  for  having- 
this  matter  specially  assigned.  If  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  matter  they  will  see  that  toe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  are  authorized  to  lay  out 
those  passageways.  [  the  Alderman  read  section  3 
of  the  ordinance  relating  to  public  lands  in  sup- 
port of  his  position.]  After  the  passageways  have 
been  laid  out  and  the  land  sold,  there"  is  no  ques- 
tion in  my  mind  but  that  the  city  is  obliged  to 
keep  them  in  proper  condition.  It  is  very  late  in 
the  season  to  make  these  improvements,  and  I 
think  the  committee  are  right  in  hurrying  the 
matter  up  now,  if  they  have  been  dilatory  hereto- 
fore. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  have  no  doubt  of  our  au- 
thority to  pave  those  passageways,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Committee  on  Public* Lamls  laid  them 
out,  and  the  city  accepted  them  and  put  them  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  take  care 
of.  We  are  only  doing  what  is  consigned  to  us. 
As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  in  dwells  in  that  lo- 
cality, it  appears  to  be  rather  in  tad  taste  for  him 
to  prevent  this  being  done.  I  see  no  reason  for 
specially  assigning  it. 

Alderman  Hall— Are  we  here  to  deal  with  facts 
or  to  advei  tise  for  votes  ?  1  he  gentleman  says  he 
has  no  doubt.  I  have  good  authority  in  this 
Board  for  saying  that  those  passageways  are  not 
accepted.  The  ordinance  says  subjeet'to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  who  knows  that 
they  have  been  approved?  No  man  claims  to 
know  it.  And  yet  we  are  going  to  establish  this 
costly  precedent.  As  to  my  location,  I  did  not 
know  that  any  man  in  this  Board  represented 
any  particular  locality.  I  supposed  we  represent 
the  people  of  the  whole  city,  and  that  we  are  to 
labor  for  the  good  of  them  all. 

Alderman  Cutter— Have  we  not  the  same  means 
of  knowing  that  the  pa-sagewavs  are  accepted 
that  we  have  that  Kilby  street  is? 

Alderman  Hall-  Why* do  not  you  produce  it? 

Alderman  Cutter— We  do. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
specially  assigned.  I  live  in  that  section  myself, 
and  I  would  like  to  ootain  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  these  passageways.  1  cannot  see  any  rea- 
son for  passing  the  order  today.  It  is  more' than 
probable  that  it  cannot  be  done  for  some  time. 
It  is  one  of  those  mysterious  orders  that  commit- 
tees sometimes  are  anxious  to  rush  through  this 
Board  without  allowing  otner  members  time  for 
investigation. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  surprised  that  the  Alder- 
man should  make  a  great  speech  on  so  small  a 
matter.  It  is  well  known  that  these  passageways 
have  been  well  enough  this  summer,  while  we 
have  been  doing  a  great  deal  of  other  work.  But 
we  must  put  them  in  order  now.  The  committee 
acted  on  this  matter  several  months  ago.  The 
Superintendent  ol  Streets  brought  the  orders  a 
few  months  ago.  I  asked  him  about  it,  and  he 
said  it  was  a  matter  that  was  not  suffering,  and  he 
had  let  it  lie  over.  There  is  no  necessity  for  letting 
the  order  lie  over.  If  there  is  anything  wrong,  anv 
gentleman  can  move  a  reconsideration  within 
twenty-four  hours.  The  gentleman  can  consult 
the  City  Solicitor  at  any  moment,  and  yet  he  tries 
to  make  it  appear  that  this  is  a  very  important 
matter,  like  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  and,  therefore. 
this  Board  should  not  ha.-  cilv  pass  upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  speaks  of  this  as  a  trivial  matter,  as  of 
not  much  consequence.  We  have  here  an  order 
to  take  care  of  land  in  the  rear  of  buildings,  pas- 
sageways in  the  rear  of  e-tates.  The  question  is, 
does  this  extend  to  all  land  sold  in  this  way?  If 
it  extends  to  one  it  does  to  another.  It  is  now 
nearly  forty  yews  since  the  city  sold  certain 
lands.  Are  we  going  to  establish  a  new  plan  of 
taking  care  of  land  -old  by  the  city?  1  never 
heard  of  anything  of  this  kind  before,  and  I  do 
not  believe  the  Alderman  ever  heard  of  the  city 
keeping  back  pa-sage  wavs  in  order  heretofore 
By  doing  so  we  shall  lay  an  immense  tax  on  the 
citv.  ]f  we  do  it  will  be  a  great  object  for  men  to 
buy  laud  of  the  city.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  1  think,  from  present  appearances, 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  have  made  a  mis- 
take. We  had  better  stop  and  go  hack  and  see 
whether  we  should  establish  such  a  precedent. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  like  to  see  the  gentleman 
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seeking  information.  If  lie  will  recollect  this 
Board  passed  an  order  to  pave  a  passageway  be- 
tween Upton  street  and  Union  park,  and  he  voted 
for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  seeks  information 
rather  late. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  not  the  first  time 
that  1  have  discovered  that  1  had  voted  wrong  by 
following  the  lead  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  0. 
I  was  not  aware  of  what  was  coming,  and  if  I  had 
I  certainly  would  not  have  done  so.  If  I  previously 
made  a  mistake  it  is  not  too  late  to  prevent  doing 
so  in  future. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  specially  assign,  and  it  was  lost- 
yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas  —  A  ldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Biooks.  Clark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Peters.  Power,  Stebbin=— 8. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  it  was  passed— 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Brooks.  Clark.  Cutter. 
Emerv,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbius— 8. 

Nay's— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thiugtoii— 4. 

While  the  roll  was  being  called.  Alderman  Pres- 
cott a-ked  to  be  excused  fiom  voting.  Alderman 
Brooks  raised  the  point  that  the  request  should 
have  been  made  before  the  loll  was  called,  and 
the  Chairman  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  pave  with  wood  the  citv  passageway 
leading  from  Concord  square  to  Worcester  street; 
and  the  city  passageway  in  the  rcr  of  said  Con- 
cord square  and  Worcester  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$2200. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  the  order  take  its  sec- 
ond reading.  Declared  lost.  Alderman  Power 
doubted  the  vote ;  a  rising  vote  was  taken  and  the 
order  was  read  a  second  time — 7  for,  4  against — and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  "Worthington— Is  this  order  of  the 
same  character  as  the  one  we  passed  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  ? 

Alderman  Cutter— The  order  explains  itself .  It 
is  to  have  a  passageway  that  the  citj  has  to  take 
care  of. 

Alderman  Harris— How  long  have  these  pas- 
sagewavs  been  Mtllered  io  go  without  paving? 

Alderman  Cutter— Ever  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Board;   I  cannot  date  farther  hack  than  that. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  is  too  important  a 
matter  to  be  passed  over  as  we  did  the  other  or- 
der. We  are  now  askeel  to  appropriate  £2200  to 
pave  a  passageway.      I   have   known   some  such 


passngewavs  for  twent\  years,  and  never  heard  of 
them  being  paved  before.      The   gen'1  — 
Ward  6  talks  of  economy,  and  yet  we  ; 


before.  The  gentleman  from 
>nomy,  and  yet  we  are  establish- 
ing a  precedent  that  will  be  bad  for  the  city  of 
Boston.  We  must  stop  and  think  before  we  spend 
S2200  for  paving  a  private  passageway ,  one  only 
of  the  public,  lands  of  this  city.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton has  sold  hundreds  of  acres;  if  we  begin  on 
one  we  will  have  to  go  through  all  the  hundreds 
of  acres.  We  shall  have  to  go  on  the  Back  Bay 
and  do  it  there.  It  is  giving  away  too  much 
money  to  abuttors,  who  are  abundantly  able  to 
take  care  of  their  own  passageways. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  of 
economy,  but  another  thing  is  to  practice  it,  as  I 
remarked  a  short  time  ago  in  regard  to  paying 
soon  for  an  armory  when  snoo  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose. But  we  have  got  to  take  cai  e  of  the  streets 
of  Boston.  Some  people  are  asking  for  a  park  to 
ride  in;  I  think  it  is  better  to  put  the  streets  in  a 
condition  to  ride  over  first.  These  can  hardly  be 
called  passageways;  they  are  open  to  all.  Their 
condition  is  very  bad  in  frosty  and  stormy 
weather.  The  proper  way  to  put  them  in  order  is 
to  pave  them  with  wood ;  it  is  the  cheapest  and 
best,  and  therefore  we  recommend  it.  They  are 
as  much  under  our  jurisdiction  as  are  the  streets. 
When  the  Committee  on  Paving  puts  in  an  order 
for  suo.OOO  to  pave  \\  ashington  street  the  gentle- 
man utters  no  word  of  economy,  it  is  a  judicious 
expenditure  to  pave  these  passageways  with 
wood.  The  interest  on  the  cost  of  repairs  will 
have  amounted  to  the  original  cost  when  the 
wood  wears  out. 

Alderman  Hall— The  objection  1  have  is  simply 
against  the  attempt  of  the  Coinmillee  on  Paving 
to  rush  the  orders  through  t'  is  Board  whether  we 
have  the  light  to  pave  the  passageways  or  not. 
If  there  is  a  place  that  should  be  paved  it  is  on 
these  passageways.    But  I  cannot  understand  why 


we  should  not  lie  allowed  to  get  information  be- 
fore we  pass  these  orders.  I  hope  it  will  lie  over. 
There  certainly  is  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men here  as  to  our  right  to  do  this  thing. 

Alderman  Brooks — 1  can  sec  a  necessity  tor  this 
order  passing  at  this  time.  Ail  the  paving  that  is 
ilone  must  be  done  now,  for  very  soon  the  ground 
will  begin  to  freeze.  Paving  d'oue  after  Decem- 
ber, isn't  worth  fifty  cents  upon  a  dollar  as  much 
as  it  is  if  done  before.  All  the  paving  should 
be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  I' can  see  work 
in  my  own  section  that  should  be  done  before 
cohl  weather  sets  in. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  attacks  me' again  on  economy,  and  in- 
forms this  Board  that  1  readily  voted  tor  sgo.ooO 
to  pave  Washington  street.  I  did.  Washington 
street  belongs  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Cutter— When  was  it  accepted? 

Alderman  Worthington— This  passageway,  I  am 
informed  on  good  authority,  does  not  belong  to 
the  city.  The  land  there  was  bought  from  the 
city,  and  there  is  no  obligation  in  the  contract 
that  the  passaged  ays  shall  be  kept  in  order  by  the 
city,  and  they  ne\  e!  have  been.  But  now  a  prece- 
dent is  established,  that  whenever  land  is  pur- 
chased from  the  city  it  shall  he  kept  in  order  by 
the  city.  The  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  that  I  am 
willing  to  vote  $900  for  an  armory.  I  love  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  I  am  plad  to 
say  that  I  am  willing  to  vote  8000  for  a  military 
company  in  this  city,  after  what  Abraham  Lincoln 
said,  that  the  volunteer  militia  of  Massachusetts 
saved  the  capital.  That  paid  us  for  all  we  ever 
spent  for  armories.    Are  you   going  to  deny  that? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  subject  of  military  companies  is  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  simply  defending 
my  position.  1  desire  to  say  that  I  shall  at  all 
times  vote  to  encourage  the  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts by  supplying  them  with  good  armories  here 
in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power— I  had  no  idea  that  there  was 
to  be  so  much  buncombe  matte  out  of  this  job. 
The  fact  is  simply  this:  Those  passageways  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to 
take  care  of,  and  the  committee  are  doing  what 
they  think  is  the  best.  That  is  all  there  is  about 
it.  If  this  order  is  passed  i » will  save  the  city 
money. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  has  lugged  in  the  military  department 
perhaps  X  can  say  a  word  or  two  about  it.  I  ad- 
mit that  the  gentleman  loves  that  department, 
but  he  loves  it  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers. 
1(  am  one  will  look  at.  the  money  spent  for  armo- 
ries and  see  uhat  consideration  we  get  for  them, 

and  see  the  amount  spent  for  repairs,  he  must 
conclude  that  it  was  spent  for  the  love  of  the 
militia,  and  no  such  sum  should  have  been  spent 
for  the  care  ol  armories  as  lias  been  shown  by 
orders  introduced  into  this  Board.  1  do  not  propose 
to  say  any  thing  a  gains  I  1  he  militia.  The  gentleman 
alludes  to  economy.  I  think  i  t,  is  economy  to  pave 
those  passageways  with  wood,  all  hough  I  do  not 
think  it.  is  economy  to  pave  Kilby  street,  with 
wood,  which  the  gentleman  voted  for.  The  abut- 
ters on  this  passageway  pay  heavy  taxes  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property  and  the  keeping  of 
the  streets  in  order.  1  say  we  are  in  duty  bound 
to  give  these  public  passageways  our  sacred  atten- 
tion as  well  as  the  streets  in  [rent  of  the  houses. 
1  am  surprised  that  the  Alderman,  wdio  is  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Health,  opposes  this 
when  he  knows  there  is  no  more  unhealthy  local- 
ity than  a  filthy  back  passageway,  where  decayed 
vegetables  are  thrown  and  the  dirt  is  never  swept 
up.  II  we  pave  these  passageways,  as  we  propose  to 


stree 


locality. 

Alderman  Peters- The  Superintendent  of  Streets 
stated  that  the  city  has  always  had  and  always 
taken  the  care  of  these  passageways. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  very  glad  to 
have  the  Alderman  from  Ward  0  explain  the  ob- 
ject of  this.  If  it  is  a  sanitary  matter,  pUt  it 
squarely  on  that.  When  you  do  it  tor  sanitary 
purposes  I  ho  Committee  on  Health  will    go   as  far 


able  to  pay  for  it  themselves?  Arc  we  to  pave 
every  back  passageway  as  we  do  Washington 
street?  That  is  the  question  I  want  decided  to- 
night. 


OCTOBER      19,       1874. 
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Alderman  Harris  asked  for  the  yeas    and  nays 

Alderman  Prescott— I  feel  compelled  to  vote  in 
the  negative,  because  when  members  of  this 
Board  directly  from  that  section  ask,  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy,  to  have  the  order  lie  over  one  week 
that  thev  ma's  look  into  it,  thev  have  been  denied 
the  privilege.'  [The  Alderman  read  section  6  of 
the  rules  and  orders,  requiring  such  orders  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  after  one  reading,  and  not  to  be 
considered  unless  on  the  motion  of  a  member.] 
I  have  asked  what  emergency  there  is  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  today,  and  none  has  been  shown. 
My  own  house  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  such  a 
street,  and  I  should  like  to  see  the  passageway 
laved.  But  this  paving  of  passageways  is  some- 
thing entirely  new,  and  it  seems  to  be  establishing 
a  new  precedent.  Courtesy  to  gentlemen 
residing  in  that  section  requires  that  the  order 
should  lie  over.  I  do  not  suppose  the  paving  sea- 
son is  to  be  closed  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  I, 
for  one,  would  like  to  know  the  emergency  for 
passing  this  order  today. 

The  chairman  read  from  the  City  Clerk's  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Boari  of  Aldermen  of 
June  4  and  10  of  1867,  an  order  placing  all  pas- age- 
ways  south  of  Dover  street  in  charge  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Alderman  Hall— Does  that  signify  that  they 
have  been  accepted  by  the  city? 

The  Chairman— The  passageways  were  placed  in 
eharge  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  we  are 
just  as  much  bound  to  take  care  of  those  pa-sage- 
ways  as  we  are  to  pave  the  streets.  That  has  been 
the' case  from  time  immemorial,  and  that  has  been 
mv  reason  for  voting  as  I  did. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  the 
paving  of  those  passageways  if  we  can  be  con- 
vinced thev  are  accepted  streets.  If  that  order 
read  by  the  Chairman  is  an  acceptance  of  a  street 
it  is  very  curiously  worded.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not 
here  to  bid  for  votes  by  offering  orders  to  pave 
back  passageways  of  Ward  11,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  other  reason  for  this  than  to  bid  for  votes. 
If  that  is  the  reason,  let  us  know  it  in  plain  Eng- 
lish. I  do  not  understand  that  they  are  accepted 
streets,  and  consequently  cannot  vote  for  the  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  that  if  there  is  any 
one  here  who  requires  to  bid  for  votes  it  is  the 
gentleman  who  was  last  up.  The  gentlemen  who 
offer  this  order  are  not  candidates  for  office  at  the 
coming  election.  His  fling  at  the  meinbefs  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  is  more  applicable  to  him- 
self than  to  anybody  else.  We  have  submitted 
this  order  just  as  we  do  others,  on  the  authority 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  a  man  in  whom 
this  Board  have  entire  confidence.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  street  that  he  has  advised  his  committee  to 
pave  "that  it  was  not  this  Board's  duty  to  take  care 
of.  We  had  the  same  confidence  in  him  in  regard 
to  this  that  we  had  when  we  voted  to  pave  Kil- 
by  street.  If  these  inquiries  were  prompt- 
ed by  good  motives  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
to  the  credit  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
raised  such  an  excitement  on  this  little  matter. 
But  the  order  would  not  have  been  questioned, 
had  not  something  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
armorie=.  It  loons  as  though  the  question  had 
been  raised  more  for  spite  than  for  the  interest  of 
the  city.  The  Superintendent  of  Streets  has  taken 
care  of  those  pa<-agewaysfor  years,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  have  deemed  this  the  cheapest 
way  to  take  care  of  them,  and  that  is  why  we  sub- 
mit this  order.  Everybody  who  has  been  there 
knows  it  is  the  best  way  to  take  care  of  them. 
This  order  is  not  prompted  by  a  desire  for  votes, 
for  there  is  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  who  is  a  candidate  for  office  this  year.  We 
do  not  need  to  bid  for  votes.  The  proud'est  thing 
I  can  say  is  that  I  never  felt  that  I  needed  to  make 
any  special  pleas  for  votes. 

Alderman  Peters — The  Alderman  from  Ward  10 
seems  to  rest  this  entire  question  on  whether 
these  are  public  streets  for  the  public  to  go 
through.  I  do  not  think  that  enters  into  the  case 
at  all.  The  fee  of  the  land  is  in  the  city,  and 
whether  it  is  a  public  street  or  not  the  city'  must 
keep  the  passageway  in  good  condition.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
expresses  aimself  aright.  I  believe  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Paving  is  a  candidate 
for  office  this  year. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  the  public  will  be  re- 
lieved of  a  great  deal  of  weight  by  that  announce- 
ment. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract  made  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
abutters  when  the  lands  were  sold,  and  there  is 


an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  city  to  keep  those 
passageways  in  good  condition. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  year  is  drawing  to  a 
close  rapidly,  and  the  number  of  times  which  I 
will  have  the  privilege  of  addressing  this  Board 
is  very  few,  I  would  state  still  further,  in  reply  to 
the  fling  that  has  been  made  at  this  com- 
mittee, that  they  have  gone  on  and  attended  to 
their  duties  so  constantly  that  they  cannot  afford 
to  fill  this  position— honorable  and  dignified  as  it 
is— they  cannot  afford  to  spend  the  time  here  any 
longer.  There  is  one  other  great  relief  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  can  give  to  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  is  to  inform  them  that  he  is  no  longer 
a  candidate. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  not  notice  the  flings 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  They  are  beneath 
my  notice.  I  will  not  bring  myself  'down  to  his 
level  by  noticing  them.  But  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  surprises  me.  He  approves  of  this  order 
and  will  not  vote  for  it.  Because  why?  Because 
he  cannot  have  his  own  way.  If  he  can  have  his 
own  way  and  carry  this  over,  he  will  vote  for  it.  It 
seems  to  be  his  ambition  to  cany  a  majority  of  this 
Board.  That  is  a  singular  position  for  a  "man  to 
take.  A  man  should  do  his  duty,  and  do  it  now. 
Hit  is  a  proper  order  to  pass.  Ue  should  vote  for 
it.  To  pave  that  passageway  this  season  we  have 
not  only  got  to  pass  this  order,  but  advertise  for 
proposals,  which  will  delay  it  another  week.  De- 
lay its  passage  another  week,  and  you  throw  it 
over  to  the  la*t  of  the  month,  into  f  ro-tv  weather, 
and  it  cannot  be  done  this  fall.  I  am"  surprised 
that  he  does  not  think  with  me  on  this  subject. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  seems  to  think  I  have  acted  obstinately  in  this 
matter.  I  simply  asked  for  time,  when  no  emer- 
gency was  shown  why  it  should  be  acted  upon  at 
this  tii-e.  I  think  we  should  adhere  to  our  rules 
unless  special  reason  is  given.  That  is  the  only 
ob-tinacy  I  have  shown.  The  object  of  my  wish- 
ing it  to  lie  over  is  that  I  mav  obtain  information 
and  act  intelligently. 

Alderman  Worthi'ngton— Does  that  order  refer 
to  any  other  passageways  south  of  Dover  street" 

The  Chairman— It  does  not.  The  Chair  would 
state  .hat  the  city  owns  no  land  upon  what  is 
known  as  the  Back  Bay.  The  people  tnere  own 
their  passageways.  The  city  owns  the  fee  of  the 
land  on  passageways  south  of  Dover  street  and 
has  always  taken  care  of  them. 

Alaerman  Worthington— I  desire  to  say  that  I 
am  no  party  to  the  turn  the  controversy  has  taken. 
I  simply  asked  for  information.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  we  were  establishing  a  precedent  that  it 
would  not  be  well  to  establish.  Until  the  reading 
of  that  record  I  had  good  assurance  that  we  were 
not  called  upon  to  pave  those  passageways,  and  I 
was  in  duty  bound  to  get  all  the  information  that  I 
could. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Teas— Aldermen  I'.igeldw.  Brooks.  (  lark,  Cutter, 
Emery,  Peters.  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hall,  Harris,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington—4. 

TRANSFER  OF  MARKET  LEASE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  the 

Market,  submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  granting 
petition  of  Ambrose  Aldrich  for  leave  to  transfer 
to  Lemuel  Clapp  one  undivided  half  of  lea-e  of 
cellar  No.  5  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, on  petition  of  occupants  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  the  paving  of  a  portion  of  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  Faneuil  Hall,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner- should  be  granted  and  recommending  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Discussion  ensued.  Able-men  Stebbins.  Power, 
Cutter,  ami  others  doubting  the  propriety  of 
allowing  the  sidewalk  to  be  obstructed  by  vendors 
of  fruits  ami  vegetables.  Alderman  Prescott  ex- 
plained that  the  part  to  be  paved  was  only  a  few 
feet  in  extent,  in  front  of  the  southerly'  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  A  motion  by  Alderman' Peters  to 
recommit  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Market 
was  lost— 3  for,  9  against.  The  report  was  then 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

THE  LATE  EX-MAYOR  SHURTLEFF. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  19th  Oct.,  1874.     J 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 
The  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  aniumnciii"' 
to  you  the  decease  of  our  esteemed  fellow  citizen" 
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COMMON       CO  U  NC  I  L  . 


Hon.  N.  B.  Shurtlell',  which  occurred  at  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city  on  the  seventeenth  instant. 
Born  in  Boston,  he  always  cherished  for  his  native 
city  an  ardent  affection,  and  ever  manifested  a 
patriotic  interest  in  whatever  concerned  her  wel- 
fare. While  performing  the  duties  of  Mayor  he 
Showed  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  favor  those 
measures  which  tended  not  only  to  add  to  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  Boston,  but  also  to  advance  and 
encourage  her  moral  and  intellectual  reputation. 
I  therefore  suggest  that  the  City  Council  should 
take  some  action  expressive  of  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  his  public  seivices. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  ordered  sent  down. 

AJdernran  Cutter  offered  the  following: 

Upon  the  communication  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
conveyinu  to  the  City  Council  the  sad  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  Nathaniel  Bradstreet  Shurtleff, 
who  was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  lioston  during  the 
municipal  years  of  lsi/,8,  lsC'.i  and  1870— 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  desue  to  place 
upon  record  their    appreciation  of   the  services 


which  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  rendered  to  his 
native  city  during  an  important  period  in  its  his- 
tory;  the  great  value  of  his  labors  in  collecting 
and  preserving  information  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  the  city;  and  the  constant  and  deep  in- 
terest which  he  manifested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  further  remark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  id'  Mr.  Shurtleff,  a  committee  of 
the  City  Council  be  appointed  toattend  the  funeral 
of  the  deceased,  at  the  hour  designated  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Preseott.  the  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  was  taken  by  a 
rising  vote,  and  they  were  passed  unanimously, 
and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Cutter  and 
Hall  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Board  to 
attend  the  funeral,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter  the  chairman  was  added  to  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    19,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  called  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  E.  0.  Shep- 
ard,  President,  m  the  chair. 

A  communication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
announcing  the  death  of  lion.  Nathaniel  B.  ShV.rt- 
leff   and  suggesting  that  the  City  Council  take 


the  value  of  his  public  services,  together  with  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file,  and  the  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and 
passed  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  President  joined  Messrs.  Dean  of  Ward  12, 
Boardman  of  Ward  14,  Kent  of  Ward  21,  and 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  to 
the  committee  to  attend  the  funeral,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  President 
was  added  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 


BOARD       OF       ALDER  M  E  N  . 


574 


CITY  OF  BOSTON, 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBEB    22,    1874. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  called  by 
the  Mayor,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Warren  Bridge  be  closed  to  pub- 
lic travel  on  this  day,  22d  Oct.,  and  remain  closed 
until  certain  repairs  are  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDER  TO  PAY. 

Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  an  order 
to  pay  Ellen  Conwell  sixty-three  dollars  for  land 
and  damages  occasioned  by  widening  Magazine 
street. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington,  and  passed. 

EASTERN-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  modify  the  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  Eastern-avenue  Bridge 
and  draw  so' as  to  reduce  the  grade  to  twenty-one 
feet  above  mean  low  water  at  the  centre  of  the 
draw;  provided,  that  a  bond  or  obligation  is 
given,  satisfactory  to  said  committee  and  the  City 
Solicitor,  to  indemnify  the  city  for  all  expenses 
growing  out  of  said  modification  of  the  contracts 
and  reduction  of  the  grade. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  order 
was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  What  is  to  be  the  expense 
of  this  proposed  change,  and  is  it  to  be  paid  for 
directly  by  the  cicy  or  contractor? 

Alderman  Worthington  -I  cannot  state  exactly 
what  the  expense  will  be,  but  the  Boston  Wharf 
Company  have  agreed  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  contractor  for  building  the  bridge,  so 
that  the  city  will  not  be  a  party  to  the  expense. 

The  order  was  passed. 

SWETl'-STREET    EXTENSION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve 
and  order  (City  Doc.  No.  81)  for  the  widening  and 
extension  of  Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to 
the  junction  of  Boston  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue  in  South  Boston,  at  an  adjudged  expense 
of  §117,540.04,  the  damages  to  the  estates  taken 
being  as  follows : 


i  -  ? 


L.  B.  Morse  and  E.  A.  Eemick...      sin  stt.tiii  ~4.44s.ou 

Koxhur,- Grammar  School 1,390  1.50  2,085.00 

Roxlmrv  Grammar  School 31,2  1.2.5  452.50 

Boston  Lead  Company 1,265  1.50  3,097.50 

Person  or  persons  unknown 468  ..  .... 

•I.S.  l.amiii'-an.l  Alonzo  s.  Drisko  5.0115  1.25  15.25ii.25 

Otis  shepard 2,677  1.25  5,346.25 

Person  or  persons  unknown 1,134  ..  — 

Person  or  persons  unknown 17,364  ..              

Koxl.urv  lias  Lndit   Company....  4.841  90  4,356.90 

Lawrence  Cuddy 2,100  1.00  5.100.00 

Hiram  Johnson 8,529  45  3.838.05 

Joseph  Dorr  and  others 1,982  60  1,189.20 

Central  Wharf  Company -'3.130  40  9,452.00 

R.  A.  Ballon  and  others 23,758  37  9.030.46 

Heirs  of  Martin  Brimmer 15,327  33  5,057.91 

William  L.  Bradlev 15,904  60  10,142.40 

R.  A.  Ballon  and  others 787  25  196.75 

South  Cove  Corporation ll.-s,,  "5  5"4.3o 

George  W.  Tux  I  »irry 7,3S3  05  369.65 

South  Cove  Corporation 803  05  40.15 

Person  or  persons  unknown 276  ..              

Person  or  persons  unknown 4,752  ..              

South  Cove  Corporation l:t.9ll  "-  i,«,.v, 

Shebnah  Rich 24,062  o,  1,443.72 

Martin  Haves....                    12.811  H6  7-. hi; 

Heirs  of  Lemuel  Crehore 4,673  06  280.38 

Person  or  persons  unknown 1,180'  ..              

Benjamin  1.  Wins: 211.723  13  2.486.76 

Samuel  Jordan 2,353  50  3,176.50 

Charles  If.  and  l'r ancis  C.  Hersey  4.635  .50  5,317.50 

Nathaniel  C.  Decker 785  60  2,071.00 

Person   or  persons    unknown 1,866  ..              

DavidH.Geer 1.457  60  874.20 

Boylston   National  Bank 7.343  50  3,671.50 

Thomas  (0,0,11 1,421  50  710.50 

Alphens    M".  Stetson 6,730  80  8,8*4.00 

William  llardv 2,151  1.00  3.951.00 

Thomas  Gooin 277  1.00  277.00 

Christina  Kammerer 2-34  1.25  2,817.50 

Totals 258,661        ....§117,540.04" 

The  accompanying  resolve  and  order  for  the  ex" 
tension  of  Swett  street  to  South  Boston  is  trans 
mitted  to  the  Council  for  its  concurrence  therein- 
In  addition  to  the  cost  of  land  and  buildings,  as 
expressed  in  the  above  estimate  for  extending  the 
street,  the  Commissioners  wi-h  it  understood  that 
there  will  be  the  expense  of  building  and  paving 
the  street,  the  construction  of  the  bridge  and 
water  ways  required  by  the  Board  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  damage 
to  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  con- 
sequent upon  the  necessary  change  of  grade  of 
their  road  bed.  These  expenses  can  only  be  ap- 
proximated bv  this  Board,  but  will  probably  reach 
if  not  exceed  83511,000.  The  order  estimates  the 
damages  occasioned  by  the  extension  at  S117.54O.04, 
which  will  give  the  land  for  a  street  from  Albany 
street  to  the  junction  of  Boston  street  am,  Dor- 
chester avenue.  South  Bo-ton.  tal<imr25x.f>t;i  square 
feet  of  land,  valued  at  Ss4.s4u.114,  affecting  build- 
ings valued  at  Sls.ritin,  and  damaging  buildings, 
owner.-  and  occupants,  ,«32,700. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  011  Streets. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    as,    1874. 


i*e  tlif  jii  i^dege  oi  tilt-  drill  room  of  the 
of  Technology.    Accepted. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petitions  of  Porter  &  Coates,  Bovnton  Brothers, 
and  Joseph  Nickei'sun  et  at.    Referred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  A.  T.  Steams,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
alleged  to  be  caused  by  coiistiuction  of  a  sewer 
in  Taylor  and  Water  streets,  Ward  16;  of  Joanna 
Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  her  houses,  48 
and  50  Regent  street,  by  blasting.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  sale  by  auction  of  the  lot 
of  land  belonging  to  the  city,  known  as  the  old 
engine-house  lot  on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury, 
and  the  wooden  building  standing  uj.on  said  lot. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock,  Director  of  the 
Observatory  at  Harvard  College,  $500,  for  furnish- 
ing to  the  city  the  true  meridian  time.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  act  on  petition 
ot  commanding  officers  of  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Militia  in  this  city  that  the  city  would  secure 
to  their  use  the  ] 
Institute  < 

Report  and  order  to~"discontinue  allowance  for 
rent  of  armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  IliNorth 
Russell  street,  ana  to  allow  S900  per  annum  for 
rent  of  armory  now  occupied  by  said  company  at 
corner  of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets. 
Order  passetl  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  §300  per  annum  for 
rent  of  leadquarters  of  Second  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M.,  at  corner  of  Cambridge  and 
North  Rus-ell  streets,  beginning  Oct.  1, 1874.  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $280  for 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  A,  Second 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of 
Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets.  Passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  in  relation  to  defective  drainage  in 
certain  localities  in  the  city.  Referred  to  Cochitu- 
ate  Water  Board  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  widening  and  extension  of  Swett  street  to 
South  Boston.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets. 

Order  authorizing  a  change  of  the  grade  of  the 
draw  of  Eastern-avenue  Bridge  on  certain  condi- 
tions therein  named. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  §600  additional 
to  be  expended  for  team  work  on  Common,  etc. 

Passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  satioo  addition- 
al to  be  expended  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  0 — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  have  some  explanation  from  the  committee 
for  what  purpose  it  is  proposed  to  devote  this 
$5000.  We  have  made  a  great  many  appropria- 
tions for  the  Common  and  public  grounds,  and  I 
think  that  the  Council  should  know  what  one  of 
this  magnitude  is  for. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9—1  would  say  in  explana- 
tion, that  at  the  hist  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  the  Superintendent 
reported  about  $1000  were  due  for  labor,  and  there 
would  probably  be  needed  before  long  about  $..000; 
and  we  concluded  to  ask  for  that  amount  now,  in 
order  to  save  the  trouble  of  coining  to  the  Council 
from  time  to  time.  This  order  is  merely  asking 
leave  to  spend  money  already  appropriated.  This 
amount,  with  what  has  already  been  expended  for 
labor  on  the  public  grounds,  does  not  cover  what 
was  appropriated  for  that  purpose  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 


THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  1 
BOSTON,  Oct.  22,  1874.      J 

To  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council:  Gentle- 
men— It  becomes  my  imperative  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action 
upon  the  question  of  continuing  the  work  now 
under  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  portion 
of  the  conduit  between  Farm  Pond  and  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir.  In  order  that  the  question,  as 
now  presented,  may  be  clearly  undei stood,  I  beg 
to  state,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  action  already 
taken  upon  the' subject  bv  the  City  Council  and 
the  Water  Board. 

By  chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872,  the    city  of 


and  convey  to,  into  and  through  this  city  all  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  farm  Pond-  and  al- 
so to  take  any  water  rights  in  or  upon  the  river 
and  pond,  or  connected  therewith. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Water,  the 
following  onier  was  passed  on  the  11th  of  April,' 
1873,viz.1 

"Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  the  sum  of  Suiiti.niin,  to  be  expended, under 
the  direction  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in 
furnishing  an  additional  supply  of  pure  water 
from  Sudbury  River." 

Soon  after  the  Water  Board  made  a  con- 
tract, involving  an  expenditure  of  about  §340,- 
000,  for  building  a  conduit  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir  to  Newton  Centre,— being  a  part  of  the 
independent  conduit  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir to  Farm  Pond,  the  plan  by  which  the  supply 
from  Sudbury  River  was  to  be  In  ought  into  the 
City.  In  beginning  work  under  the  contract  the 
verbal  consent  of  the  owners  of  lands  entered 
upon  was  obtained,— it  being  the  opinion  of  the 
Water  Board  that  a  settlement  more  favorable  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  could  be  made  after  the 
work  was  completed,  and  the  actual  damage 
shown,  than  before  anything  had  been  done. 
Early  in  the  fall  of  1873  it  became  necessary 
to  seize  lands  in  the  proposed  storage  basins, 
and  the  City  Solicitor  was  called  upon  to  1  repare 
the  necessary  papers.  He  found  that  although 
the  Water  Board  had  beer  authoiized  by  the  or- 
der of  April  11' to  carry  on  the  work  in  which  they 
were  then  engaged,  they  bad  received  no  direct 
authority  to  act  as  the  agents  oi  the  city  in  taking 
lands.  On  the  20th  of  October  the  .chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Water  offered  an  order  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  giving  the  Water  Board  for- 
mal authority  to  take  and  hold,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  the  necessary  lands  and  water  rights  to 
procure  a  permanent  supply  of  water  from  Su-l- 
bury  River  and  Farm  Pond.  The  order  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Common  Council,  where, 
after  some  discussion,  it  was  referred  to  the  pres- 
ent City  Council. 

The  report  of  your  Committee  on  Water,  sub- 
mitted on  the  22d  January  last,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  same  order,  is  now  before  you. 
Meantime  the  work  under  the  contract,  has  been 
continued.  When  it  appeared  that  the  Water 
Board  had  no  authority  to  take  lands,  the  owners 
of  the  estates  which  had  been  entered  upon 
threatened  to  stop  the  work  by  injunction,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  settle  with  them  or  forfeit 
all  that  had  been  done.  The  work  under  the  con- 
tract has  now  progressed  to  a  point  where  other 
estates,  whose  owners  have  not  settled  with  the 
city,  are  to  be  entered  upon,  and  1  am  informed 
by  the  Water  Board  that  unless  the  lands 
are  taken  by  competent  authority,  an  injunction 
will  he  obtained  to  prevent  the  contractors  from 
proceeding.  The  work  cannot  be  stopped  with- 
out making  the  city  liable  in  damages  to  the  con- 
tractors. Under  these  circumstances  the  Water 
Board  decline  to  take  the  responsibility  either  of 
continuing  the  work  anil  being  made  personally 
liable,  or  ol  discontinuing  it  and  making  the  city 
liable.  The  City  Council  can  meet  the  question  in 
one  of  two  ways:  First— By  passing  the  order  giv- 
ing the  Water  Board  authority  to  take  all  the 
lands  and  water  rights  necessary  to  procure  a  per- 


tinue  work  on  the  conduit,  and  to  settle  with  the 
contractors,  [respectfully  request  that  you  will 
give  the  matter  your  early  and  earnest  attention, 
to  the  end  that  the  public  interests  may  not  suf- 
fer from  unnecessarv  delay. 

Sam'l  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 


OCTOBER      22,       1874. 
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Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  commu- 
nication be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  and  at  a 
later  stage  of  the  meeting  I  propose  to  make 
another  motion  in  reference  to  it. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  Ho- 
mer Pierce,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Clayton  street,  Ward  16. 

Petition  of  Joseph  K.  Paul,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Bristol  street. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Bracken  ot  Ward  10— Petition  of  Corne- 
lius' White,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren  avenue,  Charles- 
town. 

By  Mr.  Abbott  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  C.  C. 
Gee'r,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received  from 
an  alleged  delect  in  the  Leverett-street  sidewalk. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

CONNECTION    OF    THE    HIGH     SERVICE  WITH    THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Burditt,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  submitted  a  report  that  in  consequence 
of  a  change  in  the  loca.ion  of  the  high-service 
pipes,  the  "standpipe  in  the  Public  Library  build- 
ing is  left  unsupplisd  with  water.  To  make  a 
necessary-  connection  with  the  new  high-service 
pipes,  an  estimated  expenditure  of  S2500  will  be 
required, and  as  this  expenditure  was  not  contem- 
plated when  the  estimates  for  public  buildings 
were  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
same  by  transfer  from  some  other  appropriation. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the 'committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  arrangements  to  con- 
nect the  standpipe  in  the  Public  Library  building 
with  the  high-service  pipes,  at  an  estimated  ex- 
pense of  $2500 ;  ~aid  -inn  to  be  transferred  for  that 
purpose  from  the  Reseived  Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  the  report  and  order 
were  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  sub- 
mitted reports  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  (as  the 
application  is  withdrawn)  on  petition  of  Houghton 
&  Short;  and  report  that  no  action  is  necessary 
on  petition  of  the  Whiting  Iron  Foundry  Compa- 
ny.   Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
authorizing  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  Owen 
Nawn  to  erect  building  in  rear  of  Palmer  street, 
according  to  an  application  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
ment for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

GREENHOUSE  ON  CITY  HOSPITAL  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  submitted  the  following: 
City  Hospital,  Boston,  Oct.  21, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council :  Gentlemen— 
The  Board  of  Trustees  respectfully  furnish  the 
following  information,  in  reply  to  the  recent  order 
of  inquiry  "as  to  the  size  and  extent  of  the  green- 
house about  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the 
City  Hospital,  the  necessity  and  cost  of  the  same, 
and  under  what  appropriation  such  building  is  to 
be  erected."  In  making  up  the  amount  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  asked  for  by  the  trus- 
tees for  the  support  of  the  hospital,  a  certain  sum  is 
estimated  to  be  required  for  the  expenditures 
upon  the  "buildings  and  grounds."  Out  of  the 
sums  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  according  to 
the  reports  of  the  City  Auditor,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended from  sismi  to'  S2600  annually,  for  the  last 
five  years,  for  the  "care  and  improvement  of 
grounds."  Of  this,  there  was  paid,  by  contract,  to 
the  gardener  for  the  "care  of  grounds,"  in 

1869 92,300 

1870 2,100 

1871 2,000 

T872 1,700 

1873 1,700 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  the  trus- 
tees beleiving  that  the  work  could  be  more  eco- 
nomically done  m  a  different  way,  employed  a  gar- 
dener by  the  month  for  the  whole  year,  and  after 
paying  all  expenditures  on  account  of  "care  and 
improvement  of  grounds,"  including  labor,  outfit 
of  garden  tools,  stock  of  plants,  etc.,  the  total  for 
the  year  will  be  about  S1200.  In  stating  this 
amount,  no  allowance  is   made  for  the  fact  that 


when  not  fully  occupied  in  his  own  department, 
as  during  the.  winter  months,  the  gardener  is  to  be 
employed  in  other  general  work,  thus  saving  the 
expense  of  hiring  additional  help  for  the  special 
purpose. 

There  is  now  on  hand  as  the  product  of  the 
grounds  from  plants  purchased  last  spring  about 
p500  worth  of  plants  which  must  be  thrown  away 
if  means  are  not  provided  for  their  preservation, 
and  others  must  be  purchased  next  season.  But 
if  pioperly  taken  care  of  they  will  be  of  increased 
value  next  spring,  and  future  expenditures  for 
plants  will  be  merely  nominal.  The  trustees 
therefore  believe  that  the  amount  saved  this  year 
in  the  "care  and  improvement"  of  the  grounds, 
viz.,  about  $600,  could  be  properly  and  econom- 
ically used  in  providing  a  shelter  for  the  care  of 
the  plants  in  winter.  A  small  plat  of  ground, 
13x50  feet,  in  the  angle  of  two  corridors,  is  to  be 
covered  by  a  glazed  roof  raised  eighteen  inches 
above  the  ground  on  one  side,  and  to  lean  against 
the  corridor  wall  on  the  other  side.  This  is  to  be 
used  as  a  propagating  house,  and  not  as  a  green- 
house or  conservatory.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  by  the  facilities  thus  furnished  not  only  can 
the  grounds  be  more  successfully  and  economi- 
cally adorned  than  has  heretofore  been  done,  but 
that  flowers  may  be  easily  and  inexpensively  pro- 
vided for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  with  the  aid  also 
of  the  recent  bequest  of  Miss  Shaw  for  fruits  and 
flowers  for  the  patients. 

The  total  cost  of  the  propagating  house  is  es- 
timated to  be  betwc  en  S00O  and  sTdii;  ami,  includ- 
ing this  sum,  the  total  expenditure  for  the  year, 
foi  "care  and  improvement  of  grounds,"  will  be 
less  than  the  average  of  previous  years  ;  and  after 
this  year  there  will  be  a  saving  of  Sc.oo  to  ssoo  an- 
nually from  previous  cost.  The  heating  will  be 
done  by  steam  from  the  boiler  house  near  by  at  a 
trifling  expense. 

The  only  object  the  trustees  have  had  in  viewin 
this  matter,  as  in  all  others  connected  with  the 
hospital,  has  been  the  more  economical  and  satis- 
factorv  administration  of  i"s  affairs. 

E.  C.  Drew,  President, 

For  Trustees. 

Accepted  and  sent  up. 

SALE   OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  am  sorry  to  trouble 
the  Council  again  about  that  matter  of  the  ordi- 
nance relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  books, 
pamphlets  and  city  documents.  But  that  ordi- 
nance required  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
make  certain  rules,  and  when  they  came  to  make 
them  it  was  discovered  that  the  ordinance  con- 
tained a  word  which  the  committee  had  overlook- 
ed, aud  which  rendered  it  questionable  whether 
they  could  adopt  such  rules  as  they  hoped  to 
make.  The  original  order  called  for  an  ordinance 
to  give  the  Committee  on  Printing  the  general 
charge  and  disposal  of  the  documents,  and  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  renorted  an  ordinance 
giving  them  the  general  care",  custody  and  distri- 
bution of  the  documents.  It  occurred  to  us  that 
to  strike  out  the  clause  relating  to  the  sale  would 
remedy  the  defect,  but  we  overlooked  the  fact  that 
instead  of  being  given  the  general  charge  and  dis- 
posal of  the  documents— which  we  considered, 
and  I  think  very  properly,  woul  d  have  given  us 
power  to  dispose  of  them  by  sale  or  gift— we  were 
given  the  general  care  and  distribution  of  them. 
This  substitution  of  the  word  "distribution"  for 
"disposal"  of  them  rendered  our  power  to  sell 
very  questionable,  notwithstanding  the  striking 
out  of  the  clause  prohibiting  the  sale.  As  the 
Council  at  a  former  meeting  expressed  itself  quite 
decidedly  in  favor  of  giving  the  Committee  on 
Printing  power  to  make  sales,  am  1  as  the  ordinance 
as  *t  now  stands,  makes  that  power  questionable, 
I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
which  will  confer  that  power  bevond  a  doubt.  I 
therefore  move  to  amend  the  ""Ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  the  care  and  distribution  of  public  doc- 
uments," by  inserting  after  the  words  "distribu- 
tion of  city  documents,  books  and  pamphlets," 
the  following  words:  "Provided,  That  said  com- 
mittee may  authorize  the  sale  at  an  approximate 
cost  price  or  any  surplus  copies  of  any  of  such 
documents,  books  or  pamphlets."  This  will  dis- 
tinctly give  us  what  we  previously  supposed  was 
implied,  but  which  we  now  think  is  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  it  is  a  custom  of 
the  City  Government,  sir,  and  I  believe  it  is  of 
this  branch,  as  well  as  of  the  other,  always, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  change  a  solemn  ordi- 
nance of  the  city,  to  have  that  proposition  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.     I  believe  that 
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has  been  a  standing  rule,  if  not  always  the  prac- 
tice, and  therefore  I  lise  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  motion  that  the  proposition  now  before  the 
Council  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  Here  is  a  proposition  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  an  arbitrary 
power.  "We  are  not  to  pass  upon  it.  We  have 
nothing  to  say  as  to  the  price  to  be  fixed  upon 
these  document's  Here  i-  a  proposition  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  single  committee  an  arbitrary 
power,  which  I  am  always  opposed  to.  If  we  are 
to  change  a  solemn  ordinance  let  us  do  it  in  the 
most  solemn  manner.  Let  us  give  it  to  the  proper 
committee  to  consider  its  need-',  and  what  is  to  he 
its  prooable  bearing  not  only  upon  ourselves  hut 
upon  the  community  at  large.  Therefore  I  think  it 
is  our  imperative  duty,  and  certainly  I  feel  it  to  be 
mine,  as  one  member  of  this  Council,  to  move  and 
vote  that  that  matter  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  so  that  they  in  their  private 
chamber  may  consider  the  propriety  of  it,  may 
consider  whether  it  is  better  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  whom  we  represent  that  the  public 
documents— which,  in  my  judgment,  should  be 
made  free  as  ail'— are  to  be  put  upon  sale  by  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  believe  tbatthe  people 
will  sustain  us  for  a  moment  in  any  such  proposi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  let  us  have  that  matter  com- 
mitted to  the  appropriate  committee,  and  what- 
ever their  decision  may  be  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  abide  by. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  li—  I  do  not  desire  to  ob- 
ject to  its  being  referred  to  the  «  'ommittee  on  Or- 
dinances, especially  if  the  committee  think  it  is  a 


matter  that  ought  to  be  referred  to  them.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  practice  has  been  with  such 
amendments  a-  this,  but  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
have  it  go  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances was  adopted,  and  was  sent  up  for  concur- 

SPECIAL  MEETIXG. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  when  this 
Council  adjourns  it  be  to  next  Monday  evening  at 
7%  o'clock  P.  M.  I  do  this  from  the  fact  that 
some  decisive  action  must  be  had  very  soon  with 
regard  to  the  matter  alluded  to  in  the  message  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  As  stated  in  the  message, 
in  about  two  weeks  tin-  contractors  will  be  through 
the  tunnel  to  the  land  that  does  not  at  oresent  lie- 
long  to  the  city  of  ISo  ton,  and,  as  is  fully  stated 
in  the  message,  the  Water  Hoard  do  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  proceed  any  farther ;  aud  it  will  he 
at  a  very  serious  inconvenience  and  great  expense 
to  the  city  if  the  contra,  tors  have  to  stop  where 
they  are.  Therefore,  if  we  intend  to  proceed  with 
the  work,  something  decisive  must  be  done.  Be- 
sides, the  report  of  the  Engineer,  which  is  all 
printed  except  a.  few  pages,  will  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  City  <  ouncil  on  Saturday.  There- 
fore I  hope  that  we  shall  meet  as  early  as  possible 
to  act  upon  this  matter. 

The  motion  was  carried  by. a  rising  vote— 32  for, 
18  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  "Ward  1C,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday 
evening  next,  at  71,.,  o'clock. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    26,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  mot-tint;  at  four  o't-lock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Constables— William  A.  Fort,  for  duty  in  Pro- 
bate Court;  Isaac  W.  Derby  for  duty  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

Special  Police  Officers— Algernon  M.  Mitchell, 
for  Williams  Market  and  its  vicinity. 

"Suitable  persons  to  make  complaint  in  case  of 
violations"  of  the  statute  concerning  the  care  and 
custody  of  neglect-  d  children— The  truant  officers 
of  the  city. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Ordprs  of  notice  returnable  today  were  consid- 
ered, and,  there  being  no  objection  offered,  they 
were  severally  disposed  of  as  follows: 

On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Rus- 
sell street,  Roxbury.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

On  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engines  by  George  &  Proctor,  corner  of  K  and 
First  streets,  and  by  Porter  &  Co.,  at  613  Atlantic 
avenue.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad,  for  exten- 
sion of  tlieir  tracks  in  Roxbury.  Recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

On  expediency  of  removing  Metropolitan  tracks 
in  Meridian  street,  East  Boston.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Thomas  N.  Hart  ct  a!.,  that  the  passageway  be- 
tween Worcester  and  Concord  streets  be   drained. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Roger  Drury, 
for  a  sewer  in  either  Parker  street  or  Ten  ace 
street, 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Ira  W.  Hill,  for 
leave  to  transfer  lease  of  stall  No.  4  New  Faneuil 
Hall  Maiket  to  Ridler  &  Legg,  and  to  change  the 
business  thereof. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finn  nil  Hall.  liurnham 
Wardwell,  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  Faneu  1 
Hall  for  the  meeting  on  Sunday  last,  on  "The  Pre- 
vention of  Crime,  and  the  Treating  of  Prisoners. 

To  the  Committee  mi  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Phineas  15.  Smith,  Jr.,  for  the  lemoval  of 
a  tree  from  sidewalk  of  Washington  street,  corner 
of  Hawthorn  place. 

John  J.  Sorcn,  tor  removal  of  a  tree  from  side- 
walk of  1!)  Greenville  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  St  nets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  E.  Bird  for  abatement  of  assess- 
i, ieut  id'   Washington-stic-ei  bet  tei  inent. 

To  the  Joint  Conimilln    on    Li  gislatirr  Affairs. 

Copy  of  proposed  petiti. 1  Dawd  Coolidge  etal., 

for  the  annexation  of  Brookline  to  Boston. 

To  the  Com  in  iff <<■  mi  J- iei  uses.  O.  L  Fuller,  for 
leave  to  exhibit  exhibition.-  ot  physical  manifes- 
tations at.  lotion  Hall  from  Oct.  •&)  to  Nov.  15. 

Frank  J.  Ellis,  for  a  hack  stand  at  corner  of 
Clarendon  and  Marlborough  streets. 

To  the,  Joint  Committee  on  S  arret/  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Henry  Dudley,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Green  stieet,  near 
Washington  street.  Ward  17. 

To   the    Cominillii    on  llinltli  on  the  part  of  Ihe 

Hoard.      Charles   Sinn is,  for    leave    to  occupy 

wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Berry  street,  near 
Central  street,  Ward  17. 

John  Green,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  North  Beacon  street. 

Robert  McMurty,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  North  Beacon  street, 
corner  of  Gordon  street. 

Patrick  Cembey,  for  leave  to  occuy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  „n  Keyes  street,  near  Centre 
street,  Ward  17. 

Elmer  C.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Thornton  place,  No.  1, 
Ward  14. 

C.  Camfill  &  Son,  for  leave  to  occupy  a.  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  private  way  off  Walk  Hill 
street,  Ward  17. 

John  Devinc,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  on  Keys  lot,  near  South  street, 
Ward  17. 


T.  Kelly,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable 
for  nine  horse-  on  Elmore  street,  No.  36,  Ward  16. 

Fabins  Rose,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Gleiiwood  stieet,  No.  10, 
Ward  14. 

John  A.  Sanborn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  horses  on  398  Main  street, 
Charlostown. 

Nathaniel  G.  Simonds,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  foi  six  horses  on  Chelsea  street, 
adjoining  No.  WO. 

E.  R.  Willis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  twenty-live  horses  on  Sixth  street,  No.  698 
between  M  and  N  stieets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. E.  S.  Johnson,  for  the  refunding  of  tax 
paid  on  land  taken  by  the  city  in  extending  East 
Lenox  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  F.  W.  Ryder, 
agent,  for  edgestones  at  119  Ruggles  stteet. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for  the  revoca- 
tion of  tbe  location  of  track-  in  'i  lav  market  square 
given  to  the  Metionolitan  Railroad,  and  the  loca- 
tion of  the  same  for  petitioners. 

A.  D.  Puffer,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Washington  street. 

John  Carew  et  at.,  for  sidewalks  on  H  street 
from  Broadway  to  Emerson  street. 

A.  D.  Williams,  for  edgestones  on  portion  of 
southeasterly  side  of  Perry  court,  out  of  Hampden 
street. 

W.  A.  Goodman  et  at.,  that  brick  sidewalks  be 
laid  in  Clifford  stieet. 

Fred  I.  Knight  et  al.,  that  Frances  street  be 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Mary  E.  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Silver  street. 

W.  H.  Gleeson  ct  al..  that  Fifth  street,  between 
P  and  Q  stieets,  be  graded;  also  that  edgestones 
be  set  therein. 

Pventi  s  Sargent  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Canal  street,  between  Essex  and  Chapman 
streets,  Charlestown. 

A.  F.  Upton  et  al.,  that  the  crossings  on  Treinont 
street,  between  Chester  park  and  Dover  street, 
[now  laid  with  stpiare  -tones]  be  relaid  with  flat 
riag  i- tones. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  con- 
struct an  iron  bridge  on  Ashland  street,  West 
Roxbury,  oyer  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad. 
Estimated  cost,  .1530,000. 

Alderman  Worthington— Will  the  Committee 
on  Paving  give  some  explanation  of  this  order, 
anil  what  the  bridge  is  for? 

Alderman  Peters — As  this  bridge  is  in  the  ward 
in  which  I  live,  I  would  state  that  Ashland  street 
was  laid  out  since  the  Providence  Railroad  was 
built,  and  therefore  he  city  is  bound  to  keep  the 
bridge  m  order.  The  bridge  is  in  a  bail  state  of 
repair.  The  Providence  Railroad  have  finished 
their  third  track  nearly  to  this  point,  and  have 
notified  us  that  they  wish  to  continue  it  by  there, 
and  desire  us  to  take  the  abutments  off.  This 
plan  will  be  more  expensive  at  first,  but 
the  committee  thought  it  would  be  cheapest, 
to  build  an  iron  bridge  there.  Wherever  a  biingc 
is  constructed  bofoie  a  railroad  is  liuilt,  or  a  rail- 
road is  laid  out  before  a  bridge  is  built,  the  citv 
has  to  build  and  take  can-  of  the  bridge.  If  the 
bridge  is  built  at  the  time  the  railioad  is  laid  out, 
then  the  railroad  has  to   build   and  take  care  of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— Will  thi-  #30,0110  be  the 
entire  expense?  and  1  would  impute  if  Ashland 
street  is  not  a  private  street,  laid  out  by  parties 
who  are  selling  land  there  and  are  calling  upon 
the  city  to  take  care  of  it? 

Alderman  Peters— Ashla  iti  street  Is  not  a  private 
street,  but  was  laid  out  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners. When  this  matter  first  came  before  the 
Committee  on  Paving  they  delayed  the  matter  till 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  could  find  out  all 
about,  it.  Parties  may  he  selling  land  there,  but,  I  he 
street   is   a    public  way,    and    the  city  is  bound  to 

to  be  removed  on  -it-count  of  the  thud  track  about 
to  be  laid.     We  uniler-t-.mil    that    (his   .-ail. ooo  will 

be  the  whole  expense. 
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>M    Till'.   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

White.  C.  C.  Gever,  J, 

i  F.  Paul.  Severally  referred. 

;ions 

,.,.,.ling 
on  East.  Newton  street;  and 
Foundry  to  enlarge  a  buiblii: 
Ward  13.     Severally  aet-eptei 


Homer  Pierce,  Joseph  F.  Paul.  Severally  refer, 
of  lloiiglilon'&Sh'i'irt"!!  I'aeet'  a"  u'ooden    blind 


si  reel , 
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Report  anil  order  to  allow  Owen  Sawn  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Palmer  street,  Ward  13.  Or- 
der passed. 

A  report  and  order  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Buildings  for  a  transfer  from  ttie  Reserved 
Fund  of  82500,  to  meet  the  expense  of  connecting 
the  standpipes  in  the  Public  Library  Building 
with  the  high-service  came  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    The  Board  concurred. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  printing  so  as  to  provide  "for  the  sale  of 
surplus  copies  of  the  city's  publications"  came  up 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The 
Board  concurred. 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hosnital  up- 
on the  order  requesting  information  as  to  the 
size,  extent  and  cost  of  the  new  greenhouse  built 
within  their  premises.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  scon  additional 
to  be  expended  for  teamwork  on  Common,  etc. 
Passed. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $5000  addition- 
al to  be  expended  for  labor  on  the  public  grounds. 
Passed. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  Sls.'l.'.io,  being  the  amount  of 
expenses    of    Suffolk  County    Jail   for   October. 

Read  and  approved. 

EXPEDIENCY  OF  ERECTING  A  HOME  FOR  THE  POOR 
ON  THE  AUSTIN  FARM. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Direct- 
ors of  Public  Institutions  in  response  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  City  Council  for  their  reasons  for 
deeming  it  inexpedient  to  erect  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  on  the  Austin  farm.  The  communication 
summarizes  previous  notion  of  that  board  and  the 
City  Council  on  the  subject,  and  then  proceeds  as 
follows : 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  the  board  have  had 
to  express  their  views  upon  the  site  -elected,  and 
they  now  cheerfully  complv  with  the  request  of 
the  City  Council. 

While  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  Aus- 
tin farm  were  pending,  the  opinion  of  individual 
members  of  the  board  may  have  been  expressed 
upon  the  relative  merit.,  of  this  ami  other  sites, 
yet  no  official  opinion  upon  the  subject  had- been 
sought  until  the  order  of  Sept.  10  was  adopted. 

While  the  board  do  not  claim  to  possess  superior 
wisdom  in  these  matters,  it  is  but  just  to  assume 
that  a  board  having  direct  personal  supervision  of 
the  institutions  are,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
in  a  position  to  render  an  intelligent  and  conclu- 
sive opinion  as  to  the  necessities  and  requirements 
of  an  institution  of  this  kind.  Witlumi  de.-iiing  to 
criticise  the  knowledge  or  judgment  of  others,  we 
wish  only  to  record  a  deliberate  opinion  based 
upon  years  of  observation  and  actual  experience 
in  conducting  the  public  institutions. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  Austin  farm  pos- 
sesses natural  and  artificial  attractions:  and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  committee  that  recommended 
the  selection  of  this  site,  and  the  City  Council 
that  purchased  it,  were  actuated  by  a  "desire  to 
procure  a  beautiful  and  commanding  location  for 
the  Home  for  the  Poor.  But  the  main  question  to 
be  considered  by  this  board  in  deciding  as  to  the 
expediency  of  locating  the  institution  thereon  is, 
Does  it  combine  the  requisite  advantages  for  an 
economical  and  convenient  management  of  such 
an  institution? 

To  this  question  we  are  obliged  to  answer  that 
it  does  not. 

In  considering  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
Home  for  the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  ques- 
tions of  a  general  nature  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  maintaining  the  city  poor  present  them- 
selves, as  well  as  the  special  subject  of  that  par- 
ticular location  for  such  a  purpose.  We  must 
constantly  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  class  reuniting  support  in  such  a  home 
is  owing  to  the  great  increase  in  population  con- 
tinually changing  from  year  to  year.  Private  and 
religious  charitable  societies  'are  increasing  in 
number  and  usefulness,  and  arc  seeking  out  and 
assistingthe  worthy  anil  deserving  objects  of  their 
charity,  who  through  failure  of  health  or  business, 
or  the  death  of  their  natural  protectors,  are  oblig- 
ed to  receive  the  charity  of  others.  The  work  of 
these  societies  in  and  around  Boston  is  annually 
increased,  and  as  a  result  leaves  a  larger  propor- 
tion among  the  poor  to  be  provided  for  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  of  those  who,  by  their  own  improvi- 
dence or  vice,  deprive  themselves  of  the  means  of 
support.  More  than  a  third  of  the  adult  inmates 
of  the  almshouse  have   been  sentenced  inmates  of 


the  House  of  Industry  for  intemperance  or  va- 
grancy, and  who  now  alternate  between  the  penal 
and  charitable  institutions. 

We  claim,  then,  on  general  principles,  that  it  is 
not  only  inexpedient,  but  unwise,  to  locate  an 
institution  of  this  character  in  the  midst  of 
a  rapidly  increasing;  population,  and  upon  a 
site  which,  in  view  of  the  possibilities  for  its  im- 
provement, i;;  altogether  too  valuable  for  such  a 
purpose.  In  our  opinion  such  an  institution 
should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  isolated  from  a  grow- 
ing community,  \  et  so  situated  as  to  be  easy  of  ac- 
cess; for  we  regard  means  of  convenient  and  easy 
communication  to  be  imperative.  This  farm  is 
surrounded  by  costly  and  desirable  estates  that 
in  a  short  time  will  be  demanded  for  building 
purposes  and  residences,  and  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  so  situated  will  prove  a  detriment  to  the 
neighborhood. 

The  character  of  the  site  audits  surroundings, 
demand  a  more  elaborate  style  of  architecture 
than  would  be  required  in  a  more  retired  or  iso- 
lated location.  In  preparing  plans  for  a  structure 
upon  the  Austin  farm,  as  requested  by  the  city 
Council,  the  board,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  had 
some  reference  to  the  good  appearance  and'effect 
of  the  building,  with  the  view  of  erecting  an  insti- 
tution that  would  correspond  m  some  degree  with 
the  location,  and  be  ere  .itable  to  the  city. 

Again,  we  regard  it  inexpedient  to  erect  this  in- 
stitution upon  the  Austin  farm,  because  in  our 
opinion  the  available  space  is  too  small  for  the 
erection  of  the  builaings.  The  surface  of  the  lot 
is  uneven,  and  to  obtain  a  level  space  of  sufficient 
size  for  the  struertue  much  grading  will  be  neces- 
sary. Fully  one-third  of  the  farm  is  low  and  wet, 
and  it  is  quite  uncertain  if  a  good  foundation  can 
be  obtained  without  considerable  trouble  and 
expense. 

The  cost  of  erecting  a  building  there  will 
be  very  largely  increased  from  the  fact  that 
all  the  great  amount  of  material  used  in  its 
construction  must  be  teamed  to  the  site  from 
the  city  proper.  After  the  institution  is  erected, 
the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  greatly  augment- 
ed from  the  same  cause.  All  tlie  supplies  used 
must  be  freighted  by  rail  and  then  teamed  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  a  mile  to  the  institution,  or  must 


amount  to  a  very  cotisid  'table  sum.  Every  ton  of 
coal,  every  barrel  of  flour — in  fact,  every  article 
in  the  nature  of  supplies,  great  in  the  aggregate, 
required  by  a  large  institution— will  be  subjected 
to  the  increased  cost  of  transportation,  and  the 
running  expenses  will  be  unduly  enhanced. 

To  prevent  the  inmates  from  roaming  to  the 
neighborhood  and  becoming  a  constant  source  of 
annoyance,  to  say  the  least,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
surround  the  farm  with  a  high  stockade  fence. 

When  we  consider  the  character  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  the  difficulty  of  confining  the  inmates  to  the 
grounds  ;  the  nature  of  the  site  and  its  location  in 
a  beautiful  section  of  the  city,  soon  to  be  demand 
ed  for  improvement ;  the  cost  of  grading,  con- 
struction, transportation  and  maintenance,  we 
cannot  forbear  the  expression  that,  in  our  opinion, 
it  is  altogether  inexpedient  to  locate  the  institu- 
tion upon  the  Austin  farm. 

Under  the  original  order  of  the  City  Council, 
the  board,  having  stated  the  fad  that  in  their 
opinion  it  is  inexpedient  to  erect  the  Home  for 
the  Poor  upon  the  Austin  farm,  and  thus  fully  ex- 
pressed the  reasons  and  conclusions  upon  which 
that  opinion  is  based,  would  have  committed  the 
subject  to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  City 
Cou.-.cil.  But  in  addition  to  the  original  request, 
the  City  Council  have  desired  the  board  "to  report 
what,  in  Their  opinion,  is  a  suitable  site,  and  their 
reason*  for  such  a  selection." 

To  this  request  we  would  respectfully  reply  that 
some  of  the  objections  that  rnv  been  'urged 
against  the  Austin  farm  apply  with  equal  force  to 
any  inland  site  that  is  not  easily  accessible  by 
railroad. 

A  proper  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
City  Council  to  select  and  recommend  a  suitable 
location,  and  specify  the  reasons  for  the  selection 
would  require  considerable  time,  and  involve  an 
examination  of  several  locations. 

The  plans  submitted  by  the  board  in  1870  for  a 
building  at  Deer  Islam!  contemplated  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  $225,000,  or  less  than  one-half  the 
amount  which  will  be  required  to  erect  the  pro- 
posed building  on  any  other  location.  At  that 
time  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  was  such 
that  the  expense  would  have  been  much  less  of  a 
burden  than  it  can  be  t  present.    Since    then  the 
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disastrous  fire  has  occurred. and  the  heavy  expendi- 
tures resulting  from  the  calamity,  and  'the  great 
addition  to  the  city  debt  in  consequence  of  the 
fire  and  annexation,  demand  the  most  careful 
and  economical  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  which  may  well  arouse  our 
earnest  attention,  the  board,  in  the  renewed  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  with  reference  to  reply- 
ing to  the  communication  of  the  City  Council, 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  possibly 'this  great 
expenditure  may/or  the  present  lie  avoided",  and. 
that  it  may  not  he  necessary  to  pioceed  at  once  to 
the  erection  of  a  new  Home  for  the  Poor.  In  view 
of  this  possibility  the  board  beg  leave  respectful- 
ly to  submit,  the  following  suggestions: 

In  the  summer  ot  1871'  it  na-  decided  .0  remove 
the  adult  male  paupers  to  Rains'ford  Island, 
and  authority  was  gi anted  by  the  City  Council 
to  fit  up  tie  buildings  at  that  place  for  their  re- 
ception. Steam  apparatus  for  beating,  cooking, 
and  laundry  purposes  was  introduced  and  tlie 
main  building  thoroughly  repaired  and  made 
comfortable  and  pheasant,  at  an  expenditure  of 
$18,642.  During  the  last  year  the  stone  building 
has  been  put  in  good  order  and  fitted  for  hospital 
purposes  with  steam  heating  apparatus,  and  now 
all  the  room  in  the  main  building  is  used  for  the 
males  who  are  not  in  ueed  of  hospital  treatment. 
The  amount  expended  in  repairs  and  alterations 
during  the  past  year  was  811,454— making 
a  total  expenditure  at  Rainsford  sao.osib. 
The  capacity  of  the  main  building  can  be 
increased,  by  the  addition  of  wings,  as  such 
enlargement  becomes  uecessary,  and  the 
place  still  continue  to  be  used  as  a  home 
for  the  men.  The  institution  there  can  be  easily- 
supplied  by  the  city  steamer,  and  The  cost  of  su- 
perintendence and  management  is  small.  It  is 
accessible  to  the  city  and  Deer  Island;  the  men 
are  comfortable  and  contented,  and  thus  far  the 
occupation  of  the  island  has  been  more  satisfac- 
tory in  its  results  than  was  at  first  anticipated. 
If  the  City  Council  should  decide  to  retain  this  lo- 
cation as  a  home  for  the  adult  males,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  appronriate  a  sufficient,  amount  for 
the  erection  of  wings  to  the  main  building. 

By  the  annexation  of  Chatlestown  and  Brighton, 
the  city  came  into  possession  ot  two  almshouses. 
That  belonging  to  Charlestown  is  situated  on  the 
Maiden  side  of  Mystic  River,  comprising  a  brick 
building  and  about  three  acres  of  land.  The 
building  is  in  good  condition,  and  can  ac- 
commodate about  125  inmates.  AVith  a  compar- 
atively small  outlay  it  can  ' 
f'ortab'le  home.  It  is  easily 
railroad  passes  the  door. 
Brighton  is  a  wooden  bu 
Lake  street,  not  far  from  C 

It  can  be  fitted  up  at  small  expense  to  accommo- 
date from  twenty-five  to  thii  ty  inmates.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  classify  the  adult  female  paupers  now  at 
Deer  Island,  and  remove  them  to  these  two  insti- 
tutions, where  they  will  be  provided  for  in  a  com- 
fortable manner,  and  the  room  vacated  by  them 
will  be  used  to  relieve  the  House  of  Industry, 
which  is  now  overcrowded. 

The  recent  modifications  in  the  laws  of  settle- 
ment, whereby  a  man  gains  a  settlement  in  our 
city  by  a  resilience  of  five  years  and  tlie  payment 
of  three  taxes,  and  women  by  five  years'  resi- 
dence without  taxes,  will  largely  increase  the 
number  wdio  will  apply  to  the  city  for  aid  ami  sup- 
port. In  this  connection  the  que  ;ion  .1  the  neces- 
sary and  proper  aid  to  bestow  becomes  one  of 
great,  importance.  Though  the  administration  of 
partial  support  aim  outdoor 
another  board,  y  I  lbe  three 
to  say  that,  in  their  opi; 
policy  of  relief  on  the  pai 
cil  would  do  much  to  redn 
now  seek  permanet  relief  in  the  almshouse. 
The  experience  of  this  board  proves  that 
there  are  cases  that  with  more  liberal  assistance 
in  time  of  sickness  or  emergency,  maj  be  prevent- 
ed from  seeking  a  home  at  the  public  expense, 
During  the  winter  season  especially,  the  city 
should  not  hesitate  to  grant  sufficient  appropria- 
tions to  relieve  the  wants  of  those  who  with  as- 
sistance may  be  able  to  keep  their  families  to- 
f:ether  at  less  expense  to  the  city  than  if  provided 
or  in  a  Home  for  the  Poor. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  thus  reviewed  the 
subject  committed  to  them  bv  the  Cit\  Council. 
It  has  engaged  their  earnest  and  continued  con- 
sideration. They  have  been  influenced  by  i  de- 
sire to  submit  such  fact-  and  suggestions  as 
will  lead  the  Council  to  a  speedy  and  cor- 
rect solution  of  the  miportent  question    of   pro- 
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viding  adequate  accommodation  for  the  poor. 
They  have  considered  the  financial  condition  of 
the  city;  the  general  character  of  the  class  to  be 
supported;  the  site  in  question  and  the  plans  of 
the  building,  and  have  suggested  a  method  by 
which,  as  it.  appears  to  them,  the  question  can  be 
decided  for  some  considerable  time  without  a 
large  expenditure  of   the   public  money.     They 


men,  the  removal  of  the  women  to  Charlestown 
and  Brighton,  andthe  increase  of  outdoor  relief 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  poor  from  becoming 
permanent  inmates  of  the  almshouse.  Of  the 
necessity  of  some  immediate  provision  for  the 
pauper  class  there  is  no  room  tot  argument.  It  is 
conceded  bv  all,  and  the  Directors  submit  the 
case  to  the  good  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
City  Council,  trusting  it  will  receive  immediate 
and  decisive  action. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Beadlee,  President. 

During  the  reading  of  the  above  crniniunication 
Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  it  belaid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  a  report  which  I  am 
not  certain  whether  I  am  justified  in  calling  a 
minority  report  or  not,  because  my  time  has  been 
so  much  taken  up  that  I  have  had  time  tc  see 
only  a  very  few  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The 
report  just  read  is  signed  by  the  President  "for 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions." 
There  are  some  of  the  directors  who  would  have 
signed  this  report,  I  think,  if  I  could  have  seen 
them  :  there  are  some  who  say  they  do  not  agree 
with  either  that  report  or  this  one.  I  should  'like 
the  privilege  ot  reading  this  report,  as  pretty 
much  the  whole  of  that  one  has  been  read. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter, 
whether  the  directors  had  been  notified  of  the 
minority  report,  Alderman  Power  said  that  the 
report  just  read  was  to  be  presented'  a  fort- 
night ago,  but  was  delayed  expressly  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  make  a  minority 'report. 

Alderman  Prescott  favored  the  reading  of  the 
minority  report. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  vote  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  print  the  report  just  read  be  recon- 
sidered, and  gave  notice  that  if  it  prevailed  be 
would  move  to  recommit  both  reports  with  in- 
structions to  have  them  signed  and  reported  again 
in  print. 

Alderman  Cutter  was  unaware  that  there  was  to 
be  a  minority  report  when  he  made  the  motion, 
and  thought  it  singular  that  the  I'lcsident  did  not 
sign  the  report  for  the  majority  if  he  had  had  no- 
tice of  a  dissenting  report. 

Alderman  l'etcrs's  motion  to  reconsider  was  car- 
ried, and  he  then  moved  that  the  majority  and 
minority  reports  be  recommitted  to  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  with  iustructiens  to  have 
them  signed,  and  that  they  be  reported  in  print. 
He  said  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  there  was 
a  minority  report,  while  the  Chair  has  read  what 
purports  to  be  a  unanimous  report. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  as  a  substitute  for 
Alderman  Peters's  motion,  that  the  balance  of  the 
majority  re-port  be  read,  and  that  they  should  then 
hear  the  minority  report.  He  thought  it  would 
hardly  be  courteous  to  tlie  directors  to  recommit 
the  reports  before  they  had  been  read  to  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  wanted  to  hear  enough 
of  the  minority  report   read    to  learn  what  it  was; 
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nays  1,  Alderman  refers  voting  nay. 

The  remainder  of  the  majority  report  was  read, 
and  then  Alderman  Power  read  the  report  offered 
by  him,  as  follows: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  tlie  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  dissent  from  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  said  board  as  to  the 
expediency  of  erecting  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on 
the  Austin  farm,  anil  beg  leave  to  state  briefly 
their  reasons  therefor. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  providing  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  poor  is  fully  admitted  by 
the  majority,  and  the  undersigned  have-  no  need 
to  present  anything  further  upon  that  point.  The 
only  question  is  as  to  the  character  of  the  accom- 
modations to  be  furnished. 

After  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  commit 
the  city  to  the  construction  of  a  large  and  costly 
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almshouse  on  Deer  Island,  the  majority  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  have  suddenly  dis- 
covered that  no  new  structure  is  necessary, 
and  that  it  would  be  an  economical  arrangement 
to  organize  a  number  of  separate  institutions  for 
the  care  of  the  poor  in  different  sections  of  the 
city.  The  motive  for  this  change  of  policy  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  City  Council  has  de- 
termined not  to  provide  permanent  accommoda- 
tions for  the  poor  in  connection  with  the  penal 
and  reformatory  institutions,  or  in  any  locality 
difficult  of  acces's  for  the  friends  of  the  inmates. 

If  the  City  Council  of  last  year  or  of  this  year 
had  authorized  the  erection  of  a  building  on  Deer 
Island  in  accordance  with  plans  submitted  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  1870,  and  estimated  to  cost 
over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  nothing 
would  have  been  heard  from  the  majority  about 
the  economy  of  providing  for  the  poor  in  several 
different  localities.  The  real  objection  to  the  Aus- 
tin farm  is  that  it  is  not  located  on  Deer  Island. 
In  stating  the  rules  which  should  govern  the  selec- 
tion of  a  location,  the  majority  have  ingeniously 
endeavored  to  make  it  impossible  to  select  any 
place  on  the  mainland.  Some  of  the  objections, 
they  say,  which  have  been  urged  against  the  Aus- 
tin farm  apply  with  equal  force  to  any  inland 
site  that  is  not  easily  accessible  by'  railroad. 
They  want  a  place  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  business  portion  of  the  city,  which  is 
not  only  isolated  at  present  but  likely  to  remain 
so,  and  at  the  same  time  on  the  line  of  a  railroad. 
The  only  place  that  would  answer  such  a  deserip- 
would  be  a  bog  or  marsh,  with  a  raib'oad  running 
through  it.  The  Austin  farm  is  altogether  too  at- 
tractive a  spot  for  such  a  gloomv  structure  as  the 
majority  purpose  to  erect  for  the  wretches  who 
lind  their  way  into  our  almshouse.  "More  than  a 
third,"  they  say,  "of  the  adult  inmate-  of  the  alms- 
house, have  been  sentenced  inmati  -  of  the  House  of 
Industry  for  intemperance  or  vagrancy,  and  who 
now  alternate  between  the  penal  and  charitable 
institutions."  That  being  the  case,  they  propose 
to  treat  all  paupers  as  though  there  was  very  little 
to  choo  e  between  a  pauper  and  a  criminal. 

If  there  is  any  one  question  concerning  the 
management  of  our  public  institutions  which 
would  appear  by  the  votes  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  expressed  will  of  the  people,  to  be  finally 
and  forever  settled,  it  is  that  permanent  accom- 
modations for  the  poor  of  this  city  should  be  fur- 
nished in  a  decent  locality  on  the  mainland. 
When  the  project  of  the  Dire'etors  for  the  location 
of  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer  Island  was  about 
to  he  carried  out,  the  largest  taxpayers  in  the  city 
and  the  most  liberal  contributors  to  the  societies 
for  tne  relief  of  those  whom  the  majority  desig- 
nate as  "worthy  and  deserving  objects  of  charity,'" 
united  in  reinonsi rating  against  the  proposed  ac- 
tion, "believing,"  as  they  stated,  "that  such  an 
establishment  should  be  so  placed  as  to  avoid  any 
association  with  penal  institutions, and  to  preserve 
for  its  inmates  as  far  as  its  due  regulation  will  per- 
mit, reasonable  opportunities  for  intercourse  with 
their  friends."  These  are  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  who  do  the  most  towards  supporting  both 
the  public  ana  the  private  charities. 

In  his  in:  uguial  address  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment of  1873,  Mayor  Pierce  said— 

"The  proposition  to  provide  a  Home  for  the 
Poor  apart  from  the  penal  and  reformatory  estab- 
lishments meets  my  hearty  approval.  Paupers 
and  criminals  should  not  be  brought  together 
under  the  same  roof,  or  on  the  same  plot  of 
ground,  or  placed  in  such  relations  to  each  other 
that  by  any  possibility  they  can  be  classed  togeth- 
er. The  present  system  is  discreditable,'  and 
should  not  be  tolerated  beyoud  the  time  abso- 
lutely reouired  to  make  different  provisions." 

Mayor  Cobb  in  his  inaugural  address  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  municipal  year,  said— 

"A  site  for  a  new  almshouse  having  been 
purchased  by  the  last  City  Council,  I  trust  there 
will  be  no  delay  in  proceeding  to  erect  suitable 
buddings.  That  the  unfortunate  poor  of  our  city 
should  be  provided  with  a  fitting  refuge  without 
being  subjected  to  the  presence 'and  contaminat- 
ing influences  of  the  vicious  and  degraded  has 
been  settled  practically  by  the  votes  of  previous 
councils  and  by  public  opinion." 

The  real  reason  for  opposing  the  location  on  the 
Austin  farm  has  been  already  stated.  The  osten- 
sible reasons  given  by  the  majority  are  briefly 
these  :  Tba*  the  available  space-  is  too  small  for  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  ;  that  the  place  is  inac- 
cessible ;  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  confine  the 
inmate- ;  that  the  situation  is  such  as  to  require 
the  erection  of  an  expensive  structure. 


"With  one  exception,  these  objections  are  simply 
a  repetition  of  those  offered  by  seme  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Institutions  of  last  year.  Thema- 
jority  of  the  Board  of  Directors  are  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  discovering  that  the  a\  ailable  space  is  too 
small.  The  estate  contains  fiftv  acres,  of  which 
all  but  twelve  are  upland.  If  thirty-eight  acres 
do  not  furni-ii  sufficient  available  *  space  for  a 
single  institution  what  becomes  of  the  proposition 
to  locate  upon  Deer  Island? 

Upon  the  que-tion  of  accessibility,  the  commit- 
tee of  last  year  stated  that  "good  facilities  are  af- 
forded for  transportion  by  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  All  the  materials  required  for  erecting 
new  buildings  can  be  shipped  from  the  east,  or 
from  Quincy,  delivered  at  the  dock  and  easily 
transported  by  car-  to  the  ground."  As  Roxbury 
stone  is  to  be  used  for  the  foundation  it  can  be  de- 
livered on  the  ground  at  less  cost  than  it  could  be 
in  any  other  locality. 

The  difficulty  of  confining  the  inmates  is  no 
greater,  of  course,  at  tlie  Austin  farm  than  at  any 
other  place  on  the  mainland. 

The  statement  that  it  would  be  necessary 
on  account  of  the  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  erect  an  expensive  building  on  this  site 
has  no  force  whatever.  There  is  not  a  particle  of 
reason  for  erecting  a  mo;  e  elaborate  building  on 
the  Austin  farm  than  on  Beer  Island.  A  building 
on  the  island  would  be.  subject  to  general  obser- 
vation to  a  much  greater  extent  than  on  the  farm. 
If  members  of  the  Government  will  look  at  the 
matter  exactly  as  it  is.  they  cannot  help  seeing 
that  it  would  be  impossible* to  find  another  place, 
for  any  reasonable  price,  so  near  the  centre  of 
tbe  city,  possessing  equal  advantages  with  the 
Austin  farm  for  an  institution  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed to  be  located  there. 

Instead  of  depressing  the  value  of  real  estate  in 
the  vicinity,  it  will  lie  more  likely  to  have  a  con- 
trary effect.  A  Home  for  the  "Poor  is  not  and 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  obnoxious  institu- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  low  opinion  which  the 
majority  entertain  of  the  inmates. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the  majority,  that, 
in  view  of  the  large  expenditures  incurred  by  the 
city  in  consequence  of  the  fire  of  two  years  ago,  it 
may  not  be  necessary  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  building,  the  undersigned  would 
state  that,  if  the  representations  of  the  directors 
during  the  past  six  years  as  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  permanent  additional  accommodations 
for  the  poor  were  well  founded,  the  work  should 
be  carried  forward  without  delay.  Whatever  is 
essential  to  be  done  the  city  can  as  well  afford  to 
do  today  as  it  could  in  1870. 

Mayor  Cobb,  in  his  address  from  which  we  have 
already  quoted,  points  out  the  way  in  which  the 
means  for  erecting  the  proposed  building  can  be 
provided  without  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the 


Deer  Island,  amounting  to  sir.o.iwi,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  appropriation  for  a  new  lunatic  hospital 
made  in  1867,  amounting  to  §103,000.  If  that  is 
not  sufficient  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
old  almshouse  estate  in  Roxbury  will  more  than 
cover  the  deficiency. 

There  are  other  things  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  this  question  of  providing  for  the 
poor.  In  their  report  at  the  close  of  last  year  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  said  that  al- 
though they  "had,  not  recommended  to  the  City 
Council  any  definite  action  upon  the  suggestions 
of  the  Mayor  relative  to  tie  removal  of  the  House 
of  Correction  from  South  Boston  and  the  removal 
of  the  House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Offend- 
ers from  Deer  I- land,  they  had  prepared  the  way 
for  definite  action  during  the  ensuing  year  by  the 
selection  of  a  new  location  for  the  Home  for  the 
Poor.  The  removal  of  the  paupers  from  Deer 
Island  to  an  establishment  on  the  mainland  was 
preliminary  to  changes  in  the  other  institutions, 
which  would  follow  naturally  and  in  the  order  of 
their  necessities."  If  contracts  are  made  this 
year  for  the  new  almshouse,  it  will  not  be  ready 
for  occupancy  until  the  latter  part  of  1876;  and  by 
that  time  the  temporary  accommodations  sug- 
gested by  the  majority  will,  in  view  of  the  recent 
mo  .Mi  ations  in  the  settlement  laws  increasing 
the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  relief,  be  entire- 
ly inadequate.  The  rapid  occupation  of  the  South 
Boston  flats  for  business  purposes  necessitates 
prompt  action  in  securing  anotln  r  location  for  the 
House  of  Correction,  so  as  to  libeiate  the  exten- 
sive tract  of  land  and  flats  connected  with  that 
institution. 

In  a  report  to  the    City   Council   in  1872,  recom- 
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the  removal  would  lie  s:ir,iui:iii;  ami  that  the  value 
of  the  ^property  would  be  increased  85t;4.4'Jh. 
by  transferring  the  institutions  to  another 
locality.  Provision  is  now  being  made  by 
the  State  for  the  care  of  the  insane  pooV 
belonging  in  this  city  :  and  a  wise  economy  would 
suggest  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  carrying  out 
the  plan  by  which  a  large  amount  of  property  val- 
uable for  business  purposes  will  lie  brought  into 
the  market,  and  our  public  institutions  placed 
upon  a  respectable  and  nerinai  ent  foundation. 
James  Power, 
Benjamin  Dean. 

Oct.  24,  1874. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  The  reports 
should  have  the  signatures  of  the  directors  indi- 
vidually, and  he  renewed  the  motion  previously 
offered  by  Alderman  Peters,  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions etc. 

Alderman  Emery  thought  that  perhaps  some  of 
the  director-;  might  not  agree  with  either  report, 
and  therefore  could  not  sign  then. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  not  expect  any  di- 
rector to  sign  cither  report  if  he  did  not  agree  with 
it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  such  a  recommittal 
would  be  discourteous.  They  did  not  really  know 
which  was  the  minority  or  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Worthington  would  be  the  last  man 
in  the  Board  to  do  anything  discourteous  to  the  di- 
rectors. 

Alderman  Peters  thought  the  motion  should 
have  been  adopted  in  the  first  place,  but  that  it 
did  not  make  much  difference  now. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  it  fair  to  presume 
that  the  minority  had  got  all  the  signatures  they 
could. 

Alderman  Power  stated  emphatically  that 
although  the  minority  report  might  contain  all 
the  signatures  that  can  be  got  upon  it,  he  could 
say  that  there  are  three  director3,  who  said  they 
could  not  sign  the  President's  report;  but  there 
are  two  more  names  which  he  thought  he  could 
get. 

Alderman  Peters  asked  if  Alderman  Power 
meant  that  he  thought  five  more  would  sign  it 
besides  the  two  who  have  already  signed,  and  the 
latter  replied  that  lie  did  not. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  City  Council 
would  be  governed  more  by  the  arguments 
brought  forth  than  by  the  signatures  appended  to 
the  reports. 

Alderman  Hall  called  for  the  yea*  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  to  recommit  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Emery,  Peters,'  Power.  Worth- 
ington— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Hall,  Harris,  Prescott.  Stebbins— 8. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  reports 
were  ordered  printed  and  sent  down. 

walcott's  hotel  at  city  point. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  as- 
signment for  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock,  viz., 
reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions of  G.  H.  Walcott  for  innholdei's  and  billiard 
licenses  at  City  Point;  the  question  being  on  the 
acceptance  of  "the  reports. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M. 

Lost,  on  a  division  and  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays— yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Power, 
Prescott,  "Worthington— C. 

Aldermen  (utter  moved  that  the  subject  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.    Lost. 

Alderman  Peters  said  lie  should  vote  against  the 
acceptance  of  the  report.  He  noticed  that,  at  the 
last, meeting  it  had  bean  stated  that  he  was  known 
to  be  in  favor  of  granting  the  license  ;  whereas  no 
one  knew  how  he  should  vote  on  the  quejtion.  It 
was  also  said  that  this  was  a  fight  of  the  rich 
against  the  poor;  he  took  no  such  ground;  the 
rich  have  rights  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  right 
to  have  their  property  protected.  The  com- 
mittee had  licensed  five'peisons  I  etween  P  street 
and  the  water,  and  this  place,  to  which  they  had 
refused  a  license,  was  the  only  one  there  where  he 
thought  any  Alderman  here  would  be  willing  to  go 
and  take  his  wife.  The  appearance  of  Mr.  Wal- 
cott  before  the  Hoard  was  greatly  in  his  favor,  he 
being  willing  to  submit  to  cross-examination, 
•while  the  remonstrants  would  not. 


Alderman  Cutter  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  ordered— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott,"Worthington— 5. 

The  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  applica- 
tion for  a  billiard  license  was  taken  by  yeas  ami 
nays,  at  the  call  of  Alderman  Emery,  and  the 
Board   refused   to   accept   the   report  —  yeas   6, 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Pe- 
ters, Prescott,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Hall, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  a  license  be 
granted  to  George  H.  Walcott  to  keep  a  billiard 
saloon  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  aad  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brook's,  Clark,"  Cutter,  Hall, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Emery,  Harris,  Peters, 
Power,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

When  the  name  of  Alderman  Power  was  called 
he  rose  and  said  he  should  vote  nay,  and  intended 
to  vote  yea  on  the  question  of  accepting  the  re- 
port, but  made  a  mistake  in  the  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  accepting  the 
report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw,  on  the 
application  of  (ieoige  H.  Walcott,  for  an  innhold- 
ers'  license  at  City  Point. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  should  vote  against 
granting  this  license.  This  man's  record,  as 
given  by  the  police,  appears  to  be  a  very  bad  one. 
He  has  been  m  court  several  times,  pleaded  guilty. 
and  was  convicted  of  violating  the  law ;  he  has 
been  complained  of  under  several  aliases,  such  as 
Harry  Walcott,  George  Walcott  and  Henry  Wal- 
cott," and  he  had  admitted  that  he  was  the  same 
rierson  in  each  case.  The  committee  refused  to 
grant  him  a  license  on  Harrison  avenue,  and  this 
Board  accepted  that  report.  This  man  had  kept 
or  allowed  to  be  kept  on  his  premises  on  Harrison 
avenue  a  notorious  gambling  house.  When  he  went 
to  City  Point  he  was  warned  by  the  people  there 
that  he  would  be  opposed,  and'  if  the  Alderman 
understood  the  case  lightly,  the  taxpayers  and 
property  owners  there  almost  unanimously  pro- 
tested against  this  Board  granting  him  a  license 
as  innholder.  If  we  should  grant  George  H.  or 
Harry  Walcott  a  license  as  innholder  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  who  can  we  refuse?  The  Alderman  con- 
cluded by  saying  he  should  vote  to  sustain  the  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Hall  said  in  reply  to  Alderman  Pres- 
cott that  he  did  not  know  of  anybody  who  has  sold 
liquor  in  this  city  during  the  last  few  years  who 
has  not  been  in  court,  and  many  had  been  there 
under  various  names.  He  did  not  believe  it  could 
be  proved  that  George  II.  Walcott  kept  a  notori- 
ous gambling  place.  The  petitioner's  appearance 
before  the  Board  showed  him  to  be  honorable, 
and  he  fully  disproved  the  statement  of  his  ene- 
emies  that  he  had  not  any  well-furnished  rooms 
in  his  house.  Why  make  this  distinction  against 
one  liquor  dealer  and  in  favor  of  others?  He 
could  not  sustain  a  man  with  his  voice  and  vote 
against  him.  If  any  man  at  City  Point  should 
have  a  license  this  man  should. 

Alderman  Peters  did  not  see  why  the  Board 
should  try  to  keep  a  man  down  when  he  was  fix- 
ing to  rise.  The  strongest  evidence  in  Mr.  Wal- 
cott's favor  was  the  fact  that  Mr.  Faxon,  who 
lives  beside  the  hoti  1,  did  not  know  it.  was  open 
until  he  was  told  so  at  the  hearing  befo.-e  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  accepted 
—yeas  8,  nays  4 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brook's,  Clark,  Em- 
ery, Harris,  Bower,  Prescott,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters,  Stebbins 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  a  reconsideration  of 

this  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table.  Lost— yeas  4,  nays  s  (the  members  vot- 
ing in  the  same  relative  i 

The  motion  to  reconsid 

NAUTICAL  school. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 

r>v2  o'clock,  viz.,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Public  Instruction  on  the  subject  of  a  "Nautical 
School"  (City  Doc.  No.  82),  which  bail  been  refer- 
red to  the  Mayor  by  the  Common  Council,  with 
the  request  that  he  confer  with  the  Governor  upon 
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the  subject  of  the  expediency  of  establishing  such 
a  school. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Cutter. 


Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Jesse  Holbrook  for  a  sewer  in  Woodbine  street. 
Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  orders  of 
notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next  on  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  sewers  as  follows :  In  Ninth 
street,  between  I  and  K  streets ;  in  Emerson 
street,  between  Third  and  Dorchester  streets. 
The  orders  were  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  In  Russell  court, 
Roxbury ;  in  Walnut  street,  Dorchester,  300  feet 
southerly  from  Ericsson  street.  Severally  read 
once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— W.  E.  Claytur,  86 
Court  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— F.  A.  Harmon,  to 
give  magical  entertainments  at  John  A.  Andrew 
Hall,  Nov.  11;  H.  Davis,  Jr.,  to  exhibit  a  pano- 
rama at  Dorchester,  Oct.  27,  and  at  West  Roxbury 
Oct.  29. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— Morris 
Simpson,  121  Dover  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  Murray,  two 
stands  on  Border  street;  Granville  Hicks  et  al. 
(transfers). 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Dominico  Leverono, 
117  North  street;  Domenico  Ripetti.  123  North 
street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— John  M.  Davis,  Devon- 
shire street;  John  F.  Harvey,  corner  Kilby  and 
Water  streets. 

Pawnbrokers  and  Dealers  in  Second-hand  Arti- 
cles Licensed— Haims  &  jTishler,  150  Cambridge 
street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— C.  R.  Clirg,  27 
Fruit  street;  C.  J.  Lynch,  Glover's  Corner. 

Pawnbrekers  Licensed — Alexander Builegan,  114 
Essex  street;  Jaccb  Hammelburg,  116  Dorchester 


Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— John  Lyons.  115 
Pleasant  street ;  Michael  Peterson,  95  Richmond 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Barnes,  Gill  & 
Co.,  United  States  Hotel. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— E.  A.  Wilbur, 
1372  Tremont  street;  James  B.  Litttefield,  23  Bart- 
lett  street,  Roxbury;  Elizabeth  Swte+man,  804 
Washington  street ;  A.  Iletherston,  1738  Washing- 
ton street;  W.  M.  Piper,  131  and  133  Main  street; 
George  L.  Howland  A;  <  '<>..  662  Washington  street; 
John  J.  Barry,  67  Eastern  avenue ;  Wright  & 
Kane,  86  Hanover  street;  Rosella  Hoffman,  1H 
Bennet  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLSS  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
as  follows : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows :  Robert  H. 
Waters,    East    Concord    street;   F.  B.  Beaumont, 


George  Russell.  Kemp  street  :  William  F.  Shedd  & 
Co.,Mo.-e!y  avenue.  Ward  16;  T.W.Howe,  rear 
of  Reed  street ;  T.  W.  Hcwe,  Reed  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  extension  of  time 
in  which  to  build  a  stable  on  Laurel  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  ol  David  C.  Hall  for  leave  to  oecupv  a 
brick  stable  for  forty  horses  on  156  and  160  Meni- 
mac  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  required  on  petitions 
of  S.  &  A.  R.  Whittier.  Christian  Rothfushs  and 
Bernard  and  W.  M.  Cunniffe  for  leave  to  main- 
tain cellars  below  grade  12.    Severally  accepted. 

ORDER  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  to 
pay  $308.10  to  the  heirs  of  Samuel  M.  Weld,  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  caused  by  the  widen- 
ing of  Magazine  street.  Read  twice,"  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Harris,  and  passed. 


PAY  FOR  A  CONSTABLE. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  M. 
P.  Berry,  constable,  the  sum  of  §73.15,  for  services 
and  expenses  while  in  attendance  upon  the 
Municipal  Court  for  the  Southern  District,  the 
same  having  been  certified  as  correct  by  the  jus- 
tice of  said  court. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
secono.  reading. 

In  reply  to  a  call  for  some  explanation  by  Alder- 
man Brooks,  Alderman  Harris  said  it  was  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  a  constable,  which  the  judge  of 
the  court  has  authority  to  order,  and  the  Board 
has  no  alternative  but  to  pay  it. 

To  a  question  by  Alderman  Cutter,  Alderman 
Harris  said  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  justice 
and  was  for  special  services. 

Alderman  Brooks  desired  that  the  order  should 
lie  over,  and  Alderman  Harris  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  a  second  reading. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATIONS    FOR 
ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Armories  and 
Military  Affairs  beg  leave  to  represent  that  an 
additional  appropriation  of  §5000  will  be  required 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  department 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present  financial 
year.  The  expenditures  to  October  1st,  (including 
tl»e  October  draft)  amounted  to  £13,766.01.  The 
items  are  as  follows :  Rents  of  armories.  §8975.41 : 
allowances  for  rents  of  headquarters,  81537.50; 
repairs  of  armories.  82013. *5:  gas,  8375.00;  water 
rates  armory  building.  East  Boston,  824.50;  com- 
mittee— refreshments,  8203.75;  carriage  hire. 
S36.00— 8239.75.  The  bills  now  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  on  account  of  repairs,  etc.,  amount  to 
§162.62.  Orders  have  been  passed  bv  the  City 
Council,  authorizing  expenditures  for  repair- 
ing and  furnishinn'  armories  to  the  amount 
of  82211.53.  By  adding  this  amount,  and 
the  amount  of  the  above-named  bills,  to  the 
payments  made  up  to  Oct.  1,  it  gives  a  total  of 
816.170.16.  Deducting  this  from  the  appropriation 
made  for  the  financial  year  (825.iiut>>,  and  a  bal- 
ance of  §8829.84  is  left.  On  the  basis  of  the  pres- 
ent allowances  for  rents  of  armories  anel  head- 
quarters there  will  be  required,  on  that  account, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  sum  of  810.680 ; 
for  gas,  §375;  total,  811,055.  To  meet  this  there  is 
the  balance  of  the  apjiiopriatioii  (alter  paying  all 
expenditures  authorized  by  the  Citv  Council). 
amounting  to  $8829.84 ;  making  the  amount  to  be 
provided  foi .  S2225.16.  It  is  estimated  that  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  82774.84  will  be  required  to  cover 
further  allowances  for  rent  and  the  necessary  re- 
pairs, etc..  during  the  remaining  six  months  of 
the  financial  year.  It  should  be  understood  that 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  present  5"ear  was 
the  same  as  the  appropriation  for  the  year  previ- 
ous; and  that,  by  the  annexation  of  West  Rox- 
bury and  Charlestown,  the  city  has  been  obliged 
to  provide  seven  additional  armories — five  for  in- 
fantry, one  for  cavalry  and  one  for  headquarters. 
The  expenditure-,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
armories  furnished,  will  not  be  so  large  this  rear 
as  they  were  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first 'day 
of  May  last.  Respectfully  submitted. 
For  the  committee, 

Roland  Worthington,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  sent  down. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
on  petition  of  George  C.  Wright  for  removal  of 
certain  trees  from  the  sidewalk  on  Eden  street, 
Charlestown,  recommending  that  the  petitioner 
be  permitted  to  remove  the  trees  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Grounds.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Bigelow.  lor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  orders  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  lie  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  82H3.51)  in  the  improvement  of  the 
public  grounds  at  the  coiner  of  Eagle,  Trenton 
and  Prescott  streets.  East  Boston;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Common,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  lie  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  §112.50  for  the  purchase  of   loam  ; 
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>aid  sum  to  lie  charged  to  t  lie  appropriation  for 
the  Common,  etc. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $800  in  repairing  fences  in  and 
around  the  public  gr. .ends  ;  said  sum  to  beicharged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc. 

Severally  read  once. 

BAITING  HORSES  IN    THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 

whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  H.  Whiton 
et  al.,  teamsters,  for  a  mortification  of  the  regula- 
tions forbidding  the  feeding  of  horses  in  the  pub- 
lic streets,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
pa.-sage  of  tue  accompanying  order: 

Ordered..  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  for  the  regulation  of  carriages  and 
vehicles  used  either  wholly  or  in  part  within  the 
city  of  Boston  be  and  they  hereby  are  amended 
by  striking  out  the  fortieth  section  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following,  viz.  r 

"Section  10.  No  owner  or  driver  of  any  hackney 
carriage,  truck  wagon,  dray,  cart,  sleigh,  sled,  or 
anv  other  vehicle  whatsoever,  with  horses  or  any 
other  beasts  harnessed  thereto,  shall,  unless  occu- 
pying a  stand  by  license  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, bait  or  feed  any  -ueli  nea-tsiu  any  street, 
lane,  square  or  alley  of  the  city,  under  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  two  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars  for  each  offence.  And  no  owner  or  driver 
of  any  vehicle  having  a  license  to  occupy  a  stand 
in  any  street,  lane,  square  or  alley  of  the  city, 
shall 'bait  or  feed  his  horse  or  horses  or  other 
beasts  in  any  street,  lane,  square  or  alley  of  the 
city,  except  in  such  place  as  shall  be  des- 
ignated by  the  Superintendent  of  Hacks,  or 
the  Superintendent  of  Trucks  and  Wagons,  and 
upon  the  conditions  that  the  horse  or  horses  or 
other  beasts  shall  be  under  the  care  of  some  suit- 
able person  while  being  baited  or  fed,  and  shall  he 
properly  secured  to  prevent  them  from  getting 
beyond  "the  control  of  the  persons  having  charge 
of  them.  Any  violation  of  the  foregoing  condi- 
tions shall  be  -ufiieient  cause  for  the  revocation  of 
a  license.  All  vehicles  without .horses  haine-.-ed 
thereto  must  be  removed  from  the  streets  during 
the  night  and  on  Sundays,  otherwise  they  will  be 
removed  by  the  city  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners." 

Read  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  locations  here- 
tofoie  giantert  by  this  Board  lo  the  Cambridge 
Railroad  Company,  to  lay  down  tracks  in  •  \<ial 
of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company 
shall  have  the  right  to  l.,y  down  a  n  add  1 1  tonal 
track  on  Leverett  street,  between  Charles  -licet 
and  Cragie's  Bridge,  so  .'ailed,  upon  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  track, 
the  precise  location  of  the  same,  the  form  of  rail 
to  be  used  anil  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  sain  "  i  o-k,    hall  be  it  ml.  rib  ■  .liree- 

tionandto  the  satisfacti the  (  ommittee  on 

Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  -  ,.-  t-.  ;■  u«l 
shall  be  approved  l,\  the,,,:  al-..  ii|....i  «■.. edition 
thai    11  e  .  .,„,!„   .!■■<    o.i      ■■ p  '    ,       h    il    ;,.•■ 


otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Reports  recommending:  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  plank  walk  on 
Brighton  avenue,  and  George  W.  Niekerson  for 
leave  to  construct  a  cellar  stairway  from  sidewalk 
on  Dorchester  avenue  at  Linden  street.    Severally 

I"'.    '    |ned. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Nathan  Bishop  et  al.  thai  Harvard 
place  be  repaved;  Alfred  H.  Hinds  et  al.,  for 
sidewalk  on   Delle  avenue;    William   Pratt./    al., 

that  herelord  slreel  he  ma.  a. lanii.-ed -loi;the  rea- 
son that  the  w ::;  ■  .i   are  not  public  streets. 

Severally  aeeepied. 

On  lei  >  lo  p:.\  b.i  ci  ad  ■  '! '■..■  ;,-  Pillow's  :  Ja- 
cob Knap...  -'IV..  U-'  :,,..|  :,20  Itueele-  -tieel  :  I  in;.. 
A.  Bailey,  -lit),  cornei'  Cottage  and  Frankli.. 
streets.  V  everally  read  twice  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Ctrl  ter  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tb"  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
dire. 'ted  lo  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Bennington 
street,  between    Nos.  78  and   82    inclusive,  and     to 


report    to   this    Board    a    schedule    of  The    cost 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  and  place  leading  from 
Harvard  street.  Ward  Pi,  upon  land  of  the  Boston 


Cooperative  Building    Company,   be   re-pcctively 
called  and  known  as  Waterloo  street  and   ~ 
place. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  < diaries  treet,  Ward  16,  as  re- 
cently laid  oiit  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said 
street.    Estimated  cost  S1000. 

Severally  read  once. 

CELLARS  BELOW  GRADE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  following-named  persons  be 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  alter  and  con- 
struct the  cellars  under  their  respective  houses  so 
that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  feet  above,  mean  low  water,  as  provided 
in  the  order  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  approved 
December  24,  1872;  pud  in  default  of  such  altera- 
tion by  either  of  said  parties  within  ten  days  after 
the  service  of  this  order,  as  provided  by  the  third 
section  of  chapter  377,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1872, 
proceedings  will  be  commenced  against  him  oi- 
lier according  to  law: 

Charles  W.  Freeland,  two  houses  on  northerly 
side  of  Newbury  street,  between  Berkeley  and 
Clarendon  streets,  west  of  and  adjoining  No.  73 
Newbury  street. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  J.  Thomas,  one  house  on  southerly 
side  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley 
and  Clarendon  streets,  west  of  and  adjoining  No. 
84  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Charles  J.  Underwood,  one  house  on  northerly 
side  of  Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and 
Dartmouth  streets,  tilth  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Stevens  G.  Palmer,  one  house  on  northerly  side 
of  Newbury  street,  between  CI  iren.lon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  fourth  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Nathan  Morse,  one  house  on  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  third  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

Fred.  H.  Moore,  one  house  on  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  second  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

George  F.  Bemis,  one  house  on  northerly  side  of 
Newbury  street,  between  Clarendon  and  Dart- 
mouth streets,  first  house  easterly  from  Dart- 
mouth street. 

John  A.  Burnham,  Jr.,  one  house  on  northerly 
Side  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley 
and  Clarendon  streets,  second  house  easterly  from 
Clarendon  street. 

Emily  f.\  Lawrence,  one  house  on  northerly  side 
of  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Berkeley  and 
Clarendon  streets,  first  house  easterly  from  Clar- 
endon street. 

Jonas  G.  Smith,  one  house  numbered  20  Gray 
street. 

J.  M.  Crafts,  one  house  numbered  59  Marlbor- 
ough street. 

Francis  E.  Bacon,  one  house  numbered  270  Bea- 
con street. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  order  declared 
passed. 

Alderman  Cutter  doubted  the  vote;  and  said  it 

cept  to  cause  a  compliance  with  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law:  no  inn  ance;  are  caused  by  these  houses 

and  tie  re  is  ea  on  I  ha  i  I  licit  occupants  si  oulrt 

be  put  to  1  hi    est  except  thai  the   law  requires  it. 
Vet  the  Alderman    proposes  to  have   his   pound\>f 


Alderman   Cutter  asked   if  there   was  any  mii- 

Aldennan  \V..t  I  hington  replied  that  there  was 
no  more  than  then-was  in  the  cellars  on  Dover 
street  before  they  first  raised  that  territory,  or 
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after  it  had  been  done  and  it  -was  found  that  they 
requited  to  be  rilled  up  more. 

Alderman  Peters  said  this  was  under  a  statute 
law,  which  says  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
"shall"  compel  persons  to  raise  their  houses  to 
grade  12. 

Alderman  Cutter  asked  i£  the  same  committee 
had  not  reported  that  no  action  is  necessary  in 
cases  of  cellar.-,  below  grade. 

Alderman  YV'or  thing-ton  said  those  were  cases 
where  cellars  were  constructed  before  the  law  was 
passed. 

Alderman  Hall  hoped  the  order  would  lie  over ; 
he  believed  some  of  the  cellars  were  for  storage 
purposes. 

Alderman  "Worthina'ton  said  these  were  all 
dwelling  houses,  and  the  law  is  positive.  Every- 
man who  built  there  had  the  notice  of  the  law  on 
his  permit,  and  could  not  take  one  without  seeing 
the  other.  Last  year  a  similar  order  was  passed, 
but  they  went  on  building  below  grade  all  the 
same.  Some  had  even  dug  out  the  gravel  and 
sold  it. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought thQ  committee  seemed 
to  make  it  a  point  to  pursue  property  owners  on 
the  Back  Bay  lands,  where  men  pay  heavy  taxes. 
and  who  have  to  destroy  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  property  where  there  is  no  nuisance. 

Alderman  Worthington  disclaimed  anyintention 
of  prosecuting  Back  Bay  land  owners  or  any 
others. 

Alderman  Peters  likened  the  discussion  to  the 
action  of  a  militia  company  in  "West  Roxbury 
twenty-five  years  ago;  they  received  an  impera- 
tive order  and  held  a  meeting  to  vote  whether 
they  should  obey  it  or  not. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  reports  previously 
alluded  to  were  on  cellars  for  strictly  storage  pur- 
poses, and  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  report  leave 
be  granted  instead  of  no  action  necessary,  if  they 
had"  seen  fit. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2— Alder- 
men Cutter  and  Clark  voting  nay. 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  nominate  for  confirmation  by  this  Board 
officers  for  duty  on  board  tie-  police  steamboat,  as 
follows:  One  chief  officer  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant of  police ;  one  mate  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant of  police;  one  engineman  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  of  police;  one  fireman  with  the  rank 
of  patrolman ;  two  deck  hands  with  the  rank  of 
patrolman. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Later  in  the  session  a  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Mayor  making  the  following 
nominations  of  police  officers  for  duty  on  said 
boat: 

Chief  Officer- George  T.  Gould. 

Engineer— Stephen  Henton. 

Fireman— C.  C.  Millar. 

Deck  Hands— Caleb  U.  Atkins,  James  M.  Ellis. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Dorchester-avenue  Bridge,  over 
the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  be  closed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  from  the  27th  to 
31st  instant  inclusive,  while  necessary  repairs  on 
said  bridge  are  in  progress. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Joshua  S.  Duncklee  and  other  constables,  which 
were  duly  certified  bv  the  City  Treasurer,  and  on 
his  ino'tioii  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATION    FOR    SCHOOLHODSE 
SITE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  tor  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  otter  d  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  the 
corner  of  Roxbury  and  Ring  streets  as  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse,  the  Committtee  on  Public 
Instruction  be  authorized  to  exuend  a  further 
sum,  not  exceeding  safio,  to  pay  for  land  in  excess 
of  the  estimated  amount  and  for  taxes  assessed 
for  the  present  year  on  the  estates  purchased  for 
said  site ;  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Prescott  explained  that  by  the  survey 
made  by  the  City  Surveyor   there  appeared  to   be 


350  more  feet  of  land  than  had  been  estimated 
for;  the  original  order  was  passed  July  13th,  and 
the  owneis  are  becoming  impatient  for  their 
moDey,  after  three  months'  delay  caused  by  the 
preparation  of  the  papers  in  the  City  Solicitor's 
office — which  was  owing  to  a  heavy  piessure  of 
business  on  that  department,  and  not  to  any 
neglect.  The  Alderman  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  requiring  the  order  to  go  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  like  to  see  additional 
appropriations  asked  tor:  there  must  have  been  a 
great  mistake  in  the  original  figuring. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  uol  like  to  call  for  addi- 
tional appropriations.  The  actual  additional 
amount  for  land  is  about  S115,  and  the  balance  is 
to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  estate. 

Ihe  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read 
twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

PROTECTION  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  make  the  necessary  connec- 
tions with  the  steam  pump  and  fire  pipe  in  City 
Hail  budding,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made 
available  in  case  of  fire,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  dellars ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for' 
Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  and 
passed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITIONS.' 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines were  received  from  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.,  20 
Beach  street,  and  L.  J.  &  G.  Turtle,  on  Washing- 
ton square,  on  which  orders  of  notice  were  passed 
for  hearing-  on  November  1G  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 

THE  CARE  OF  PASSAGEWAYS. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  votes  of  the  last  meeting  whereby  were  passed 
the  orders  to  pave  the  Concord  square  and  Rut- 
land square  passageways  with  wood 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  hail  received  inform- 
ation   since    the  last  meeting  which  led  him  to 
believe  the  Committee  on   Paving  were  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the   right   of   the  city  to  pave  those 
pas-age  ways.    The  Alderman  read  "the  following: 
City  Solicitor's  Office.        ) 
2  Pejibekton  square,  Boston,  J 
Oct.  24,  1874.     ) 
Sir — Having  considered   the   quest-ions  you  pro- 


posed to  me  respecting    the    pas.-agewav>  referred 
~     rdof  Aid 
0,  1867,  s 
to  them  as  follows : 


to  in  the  orders  of   the  Board  of   Aldermen  passed 
respectively  June  10,  1867,  and  Oct.  19,  1874, 1  reply 


Question  1— Is  the  city  legally  held  to  keep  such 
passageways  in  order? 

Answer— It  is  not. 

Question  2— If  a  nuisance  exists  in  such  passage- 
ways, is  it  the  duty  of  the  city  or  the  abutters  to 
abate  such  nuisances? 

Answer— The  abutters. 

Question  3-Lf  acidents  occur  in  such  passage- 
ways owing  to  a  defect,  who  is  liable  for  damage  ? 

Answer— these  passageways  not  being  public 
streets,  the  statute  liabilities'  in  regard  to  streets 
does  not  apply  to  them.  Ordinarily  damages 
would  not  be  recoverable  against  any  parties  in 
such  a  case;  but  if  damages  were  recoverable, 
they  would  be  only  from  patties  whose  duty  it 
was  to  remedy  the  defect. 

Question  4 — If  the  city  has,  up  to  the  present 
time,  taken  care  of  such  passageways,  is  tlie  <  ity 
heldto  continue  such  care?  or  are  they  liable  for 
damages  resulting  from  a  defect? 

Answer.— Any  care  taken  of  the  passageways 
heretofore  by  the  city,  tloes  not  impo.-e  an  obliga- 
tion upon  it  to  continue  ti ..at  care.  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  know  precisely  what  the  city  has  done  in 
the  passageways  in  question,  and  therefore  I  can- 
not answer  decidedly  whether  it  has  dime  enough 
to  render  it  liable  to  damages  for  injuries  caused 
by  a  defect  in  either  of  them  ;  but,  as  i  understand 
the  facts,  n0  suci-  liability  would  attach  to  the 
Gity.  If  there  is  doubt  in  this  respect  as  to  any  of 
the  passageways,  the  liability  may  lie  avoided"  In- 
placing  proper  warning  at  their  entrances  in  the 
same  way  as  warning  is  now  given  in  various 
ways  for  travel,  for  which  it  disclaims  respon- 
sibility. Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prescott. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  if  that  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Committee  on  Paving  he  should  move 
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that  the  orders  be  laid  on  the  table,  should  the  re- 
consideration prevail. 

Alderman  H:dl  said  they  would  remember  that 
he  had  doubted  the  power  of  the  Board  to  pave 
these  pas-ageways,  and  lie  had  also  propounded 
certain  questions  to  the  City  Solicitor.  He  read 
the  following : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,        ) 
2pembi.etox  s'u'are,     j 

BOSTON,  Oct.  24, 1874.  ) 

Sir— To  the  questions  you  propose  to  me  I  answer 
as  follows: 

Question  1— Did  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  June  10.  18(17,  placing  certain  passageways 
south  of  Dover  street  in  charge  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  constitute  a  legal  laying  out  of  said 
passageways  as  public  ways  or  streets  of  the  city? 

Answer— It  did  not. 

Question  2 — Did  any  obligation  exist  on  the  part 
of  the  city  to  take  care  of  said  passageways  as 
public  ways  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  order 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Paving  to  take 
charge  of  them  ? 

Answer — There  was  no  such  obligation. 

Question  3 — If  no  prior  obligation  existed,  did 
the  passage  of  the  order  referred  to  impose  any 
obligations  upon  the  city  other  than  those  resting 
upon  it  in  regard  to  private  ways  in  other  sections 
of  the  city? 

Answer— It  did  not. 

Question  4— Is  the  order  of  June  10, 1867,  of  the 
nature  of  an  ordinance  conferring  powers  upon 
the  committee  of  1SH7  and  their  successors  until 
repealed,  or  did  the  force  of  the  order  expire  with 
the  Hoard  which  passed  it?  Did  it  confer  any 
authority  or  impose  any  obligation  upon  any  com- 
mittee of  1871? 

Answer— In  my  opinion  the  order  was  inopera- 
tive after  the  municipal  year  in  which  it  was 
passed,  and  confers  no  authority  and  imposes  no 
obligation  upon  the  Committee  on  Paving  for  the 
current  year. 

Question  5 — Does  the  city  own  the  fee  of  the 
above  mentioned  passageways? 

Answer— I  think  the  fee  in  the  passageways  be- 
longs to  the  city.  The  abutters  have  the  right  to 
use  them.  Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Hall. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  committee,  and  they  had  acted  upon  the 
best  information  !he\  possessed  and  bad  reported 
what  they  deemed  the  best  way  to  take  care  of 
those  passageways.  He  was  thankful  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  9  for  relieving  the  committee  of 
future  labor  in  caring  for  the  passageways.  He 
believed  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Lamps  had  also  forgotten  to  ascertain  what  was 
his  duty  before  lighting  up  those  passageways. 
He  moved  that  the  orders  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 


Alderman  Prescott  disclaimed  any  desire  to  re- 
flect on  the  committee  ;  he  had  simply  consulted 
the  City  Solicitor;  hail  the  opinion  been  favorable 
to  the  position  of  the  committee  he  would  have 
supported  the  order. 

Alderman  Hall  had  not  intended  to  say  any- 
thing, but  was  willing  to  meet  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  0.  As  chairman  of  t'..e  Lamp  Department, 
he  had  placed  but  one  lamp  in  a  ba<  k  pa-sageway, 
which  was  at  the  request  of  the  Alderman  troiu 
Ward  6. 

Alderman  Peters  said  the  whole  Board  are  the 
Surveyors  of  Highways,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
each  member  to  look  into  the  order  as  much  as  it 
was  the  committee's.  The  reason  for  pressing 
the  orders  was  that  it  might  save  time,  while  a 
motion  to  reconsider  within  twenty-four  hours 
could   stop  it  effectually  if  anything  was  wrong. 

Alderman  Cutter  disclaimed  having  made  any 
request  ol  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Alderman  Peter-  -aid  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  asked  him  about  it  and  took  him  to  the  place, 
and  that  he  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  his  col- 
league on  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

The  orders  were  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  this  Board 
for  the  paving  of  the  pas-ageuay  between  Union 
park  and  i'pton  street  be  rescinded. 

Alderman  Hall  suggested  that  this  is  a  very 
wide  passageway,  and  would  undoubtedly-  be 
accepted  as  a  public  street.  He  suggested  that 
the  order  be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  street  could 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  Peters  said  an  order  to  pave  could  be 
passed  after  the  street  is  accepted.  They  are  now 
in  the  position  of  having  passed  an  order  to  do  a 
thing  which  the  City  Solicitor  says  they  have  no 
right  to  do. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  that  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  10  was  somewhat  interested  in  the  passage- 
way; he  did  not  want  to  see  him  make  tish  of  one 
and  Mesh  ot  the  other. 

Alderman  Hall  said  his  stable  was  not  located 
near  it;  the  passageway  was  in  a  very  had  condi- 
tion, and  something  should  be  done  to  it. 

Alderman  Power  believed  that  the  original  or- 
der should  be  rescinded;  it  would  not  avail  any- 
thing to  lay  this  ordei  on  the  table. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of*  Streets  be 
directed  to  place  proper  signs  at  the  entrances  of 
all  passageways  owned  but  not  accepted  by  the 
city,  indicating  that  they  are  private  ways. 

Alderman  Prescotl  agreed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
order,  but  thought  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  he  so  moved. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  7J2  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROST  THE  BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  to  transfer  S500  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
to  he  added  to  appropriation  for  senoolhouse  site 
at  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  s 


pended  and  order  read  twice  and  rejected  in  non- 
concurrence — yeas  48,  nays  1— two-thirds  of  the 
whole  Council  not  voting  therefor.  Mr.  "West 
changed  his  vote  to  nay  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  the  result. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Winlock  8500  for  furnishing 
true  meridian  time.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  ar- 
mory formerlv  occupied  bv  Company  A,  Second 
Battalion  of  infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  19  North  Rus- 
sell street,  and  to  allow  §900  per  annum  for  rent 
of  armory  now  occupied  by  -aid  company,  at  cor- 
ner of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets.  Or- 
der passed  to  a ''-econd  reading. 

Order  to  allow  8300  per  annum  for  rent  ot  head- 
quarters of  Second  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  coiner  of  Cambridge  and  MortU  Russell 
streets,  beginning  Oct.  1, 1874.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  authorizing  an  expenditure  of  8250  for 
furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  a,  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  tne  corner  of  Cam- 
bridge and  North  Russell  streets.  Passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Severally  passed— yeas  49,  nays  0;  in  concur- 
rence. 

WASTE  -WATER. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  cover- 
ing a  report  from  the  Water  Registrar,  recom- 
mending certain  amendments  in  the  ordinance 
establishing  water  rates,  so  as  to  prevent  the  un- 
necessary waste  ana  improper  use  of  water,  sub- 
mitted a"  report  fCity  Doe.  No.  91]  recommending 


ing  for  the  Care  and  Management  of  the  Boston 

Water  Works. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  providing  for  the  care 
and  management  of  the  Boston  Water  Works  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  to  section  twenty-four, 
the  following : 

"Seven— All  distributing  pipes  and  water  fix- 
tures introduced  into  the  premises  of  any  water- 
taker  shall  be  subject  to  approval  by  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board,  or  their  duly  appointed  agents; 
and  no  clango  affecting  the  flow  of  the  water  shall 
be  made  in  the  service  pipes  or  water  fixtures  al- 
ready introduced,  unless  approved  by  the  said 
Water  Board,  or  their  duly  appointed  agents. 

•'Nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  the  City  Council  from  altering 
the  foregoing  regulations  from  time  to  time  in  its 
discretion." 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  twelfth  line  in 
section  27,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing : 

■In  addition  to  the  foregoing  rai  2S  there  shall 
be  charged  to  each  dwelling  house  with  one  fam- 
ily from  one  dollar  to  ten  dollars  for  each  water 
closet  and  each  bath  tub  in  use,  according  to  the 
amount  of  water  used:  and  for  each  family,  more 
than  one,  the  annual  charge  shall  be, for  each,  two 
dollars  additional." . 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  between  the  word  "tene- 
-aent"  in  the  twelfth  line,  and  the  word  "each"  in 
the  seventeenth  line  of  section  28,  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"In  addition  to  the  f  oi egoing  rate,  there  shall 
be  charged  to  each  tenement  from  one  to  ten  dol- 
lars for  each  water  closet  and  each  bath  tub  in  use, 
according  to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

Also,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "annu- 
ally," in  the  ninth  line  of  the  twenty-ninth  sec- 
tion, and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 


"And  in  addition  to  these  rates  there  shall  be 
charged  for  each  water  closet  in  use  within  the 
office  or  tenement  from  one  to  ten  dollars,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  water  used;  and  when  the 
water  closet  is  located  so  as  to  be  used  in  common, 
the  charge  for  each  office  or  tenement  shall  be 
from  one  to  ten  dollars,  according  to  the  amount 
of  water  used." 

Af=o.  by  striking  out  in  the  fifth  ice  of  section 
thirty-three  the  words,  ••five  dollars,  and  for  cor- 
ner lots  ten  dollars,"  and  inserting  in  place  there- 
of the  words,  "from  five  dollars  to  ttfey  dollars, 
according  to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  who  is  to  decide  upon 
the  amount  of  water  to  be  used,  and  desired  to 
know  what  is  intended  by  the  words  "according 
to  the  amount  of  water  used." 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  Water  Board 
would  undoubtedly  have  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion. This  matter  of  alternative  rates  is  intended 
to  reach  alternative  fixtures.  Some  fixtures 
are  more  wasteful  than  others;  for  instance, 
the  Hopper  closet-,  which  are  likely  to 
be  x'ermitted  to  run  all  the  time.  If  the 
Water  Board  can  charge  a  larger  price  for  such  a 
fixture  than  for  an  ordinary  one,  it  would  amount 
to  a  prohibition  and  cause  a  very  large  saving  in 
the  amount  of  water  used.  [Mr.  Dean  read  from 
City  Document  No.  134,  page  98,  an  account  of 
special  observations  made  on  July  20  and  Oct.  5, 
18 1 3,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer,  to 
determine  the  quantity  of  water  used  in" a  certain 
district  of  the  city  in  the  night,  between'  the 
hours  of  one  and  three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Sunday, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  consumption  would  be 
less  per  hour  than  for  any  other  two  hours 
of  the  twenty-four.  The  result  was  as  fol- 
lows: July  20,  386,857  gallons  were  drawn 
down  in  the  aforesaid  two  hours,  which 
is  equal  to  4.642.284  gallon-  fur  twenty-four  hours. 
A  thorough  inspection  was  at  once  instituted  upon 
all  water  fixtures  in  this  district :  repairs  and  re- 
newals were  completed  Oct.  5th,  'Alien  the  second 
observation  was  made,  with  the  following  result: 
Between  the  hours  of  1  and  3  A.  M..  Oct.  5th, 
336,294  gallons  were  drawn  in  the  aforesaid  two 
hours,  which  is  equal  to  4,035,528  for  twenty-four 
hours — showing  a  difference  in  the  quantity  i>f  wa- 
ter drawn  between  the  two  experiments  of  606.756 
gallons.  The  quantity  of  water  drawn  for  legiti- 
mate uses  at  a  point  of  time  when  the  observa- 
tions were  made — i.  e. — between  one  and  three 
o'clock  Sunday  night,  must  be  very  limited,  con- 
sequently the  proper  and  reasonable  deduction  is 
that  with  all  the  painstaking  of  the  Water  Board, 
a  thorough  inspection  of  the  fixtures  within  the 
district  during  the  period  of  seventy-five  days 
reduced  the  waste  to  a  very  inconsiderable  quan- 
tity, i.e..  606.756  gallons,  or  thirteen  per  cent., 
leaving  the  balance,  viz.,  4,035,528  gallons,  or 
eighty-seven  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  drawn  to 
be  accounted  for  in  no  other  way  than  by 
the  use  of  improper  fittings,  and  objection- 
able styles  of  water  closets  and  urinals.] 
The  Couucil  will  remember,  continued  Mr. 
Dean,  that  it  was  stated  by  the  Water  Regis- 
trar that  of  the  eighteen  millions  of  gallons  used, 
one-third  was  wasted  without  any  question.  This 
subject  was  first  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  [Mr. 
Shaw],  and  it  did  not  strike  him  [Mr.  D.]  at  first 
as  of  the  importance  it  has  proved  to  be  after  in- 
vestigation. The  first  step  should  be  to  stop  this 
waste  of  water;  when  that  is  done  the  great  dif- 
ficulty in  regard  to  a  supply  is  solved.  ThereBis 
no  disposition  to  curtail  the' use  of  water  ;  I  think 
every  member  will  encourage  the  use  of  it,  but  to 
do  that  it  must  be  cheap;  but  nothing  is  gamed 
if  an  enormous  debt  is  incurred,  and  the  interest 
eats  up  all  the  profits  made.  The  main  ques- 
tion is  how  cheap  you  can  get  it.  and 
how  cheap  you  can  supply  it  to  the  citizens. 
You  don't  build  reservoirs* to  increase  the  ebb 
tide  in  Boston  Harbor,  or  let  it  run  to  waste.  It 
may  be  that  the  first  change  of  fixtures  made  will 
be  expensive;  but  when  it  is  done  an  everlasting 
ex  i  use  to  the  ci  izens  of  Boston  is  stopped. 
There  may  be  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  con- 
ferring  entire  powei  upon  the  Water  Board;  but 
iu-t  enough  power  is  given  them  to  regulate  these 
objection  a  die  fixture-;  when  if  is  a  matter  of  one 
dollar  for  a  good  one  and  ten  dollars  for  a  waste- 
ful one,  there  is  no  excuse  for  having  a  wa  tefal 
one.  There  is  no  exc.u-  e  for  this  enormous  waste, 
and  to  talk  about  plunging  fhe  city  into  debt  to 
prevent  it,  is  the  height  of  folly.      When  you  stop 
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tlie    waste  you   will   be    able    to   furnish   water 
cheaper  and' tojjiucica-o  the  general  supply. 


to  stop  the  pipes  from  freezing  bv<  -hanging  the  'li- 
mate.  People  will  let  the  water  run  to  prevent 
its  freezing. 

Mi-.  Dean  of  "Ward  12  said  the  object  of  the 
ordinance  was  to  prevent  waste,  and  the  amend- 
ment would  not  reach  it;  and  the  only  way  that 
could  be  clone  was  to  increase  the  cost  to  the  indi- 
vidual using-  it.  He  understood  from  a  gentleman 
in  Providence  that  the  plumbers  like  the  license 
system,  as  they  had  to  put  in  much  better  fix- 
tures. The  object  is  to  tax  ths  waste,  so  that  it 
will  be  stopped. 

Mr.  Dennv  of  "Ward  y  hoped  that  if  the  ordi- 
nance is  approved  by  the  Water  Registrar  it 
would  be  pressed  through  tonight.  "While  it  is 
impossible  to  increase  the  supply  at  one-',  the  next 
step  is  to  decrease  the  waste,  which  will  make  the 
present  supply  very  fair.  It  cannot  be  done  too 
quickly.  The'  water  is  decreasing  in  Lake  Co- 
chituate,  no  water  is  falling  over  the  Mystic  dam 
at  present,  and  our  supply  is  daily  diminishing ; 
the  Council  cannot  act  too  promptly,  and  utilize 
the  present  supply  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

Mr.  Dacey  thought  the  amendment  met  the 
case.  Of  course,  a  family  of  ten  persons  used 
more  water  than  one  of  five.  If  metres  are  not 
used,  how  can  the  board  find  out  how  much  water 
is  used,  except  bv  the  number  of  parties? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5  thought  members  of  the 
Council  were  elected  to  act  for  their  constituents 
and  on  their  best  judgment,  rather  than  to  stand 
by  the  Water  Registrar.  This  ordinance  is  too 
important  to  pass  hastily.  The  subject  of  watse 
was  important.    He  believed  more  than  fifty  per 


ber  and  November  to  appoint  inspectors,  but 
they  considered  the  suggestion  of  no  account. 
They  did  not  spend  a  two-pennvto  save  the  waste, 
but  now  there  are  pai  tie  about  City  Hall  who 
are  constants  talking  about  the  want  of  a  water 
supply.  The  need  of  a  further  source  of  supply 
would  be  obviated  by  appointing  a  loard  of  com- 
petent inspectors.  If  ever  there  was  an  enonnous 
fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this 
Sudbury  rtiver  scheme,  and  as  collateral  to  it  is 
thjs  question  raised  in  the  message  of  his  honor 
the  Mayor.  If  there  ever  was  an  honest,  far-see- 
ing, honorable  husiness  man  in  tin-  Mayor's  chair, 
there  is  one  there  now;  but  he  ha-  been  imposed 
upon.  The  speaker  said  thi-  no  in  the 
haste  of  debate,  but  upon  clear  reflection. 
He  believed  that  the  scheme  of  tunnelling 
that  hill  was  an  extravagant  scheme  for 
which  it  is  now  being  at- 
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for  their  license  will  be  taken  away.  People  think 
it  is  a  hardship  to  be  fined  because  the  water  is 
allowed  to  run  a  few  minutes ;  and  if  they  pay  the 
fine,  perhaps  it  will  be  but  a  few  moments  lie- 
fore  it  is  running  again.  The  gentleman  from 
"Ward  20  is  mistaken  m  thinking  the  amount  of 
water  used  is  m  proportion  to  the  number  in  a 
family.  It  is  with  the  fixtures  that  the  great 
trouble  is  —  such  a  pipe  carried  into  a  house 
where  it  is  exposed  to  frost.  The  idea  of  appoint- 
ing a  host  of  inspectors  is  wrong.  It  was  thun- 
dered about  City  Hall  some  eleven  months  ago 
that  if  the  inspectors  were  not  put  on  there  would 
be  trouble. 

Mi'.  "Wilbur  of  Ward  0  said  the  gentleman  from 
"\Vard5  either  wilfully  or  ignorantlv  misstated  the 
position  of  the  Water  Board  in  regard  to  inspect- 
ors. They  took  great  interest  in  the  subject  last 
year,  engaged  a  gentleman  from  Cambridge,  who 
had  been  very  successful  there,  and  diminished 
the  waste  about  twenty-rive  per  cent.  He  did  not 
find  nearlv  as  much  waste  in  Boston  as  they  expect- 
ed, but  the  principal  result  of  his  labor  is  em- 
bodied in  this  ordinance.  When  parties  are  fined 
for  letting  water  run  thev  complain  that  it  is  a 
hardship,  and  try  to  beg  off. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  might  have  wilfully 
or  ignorantlv  misstated  the  position  of  the  "Water 
Board  ;  it  might  be  both.  But,  this  is  Boston,  not 
Cambridge,  and  he  did  not  propose  to  lie  governed 
by  the  latter.  Members  of  the  Water  Board— not 
the  present  one— may  be  interested  in  ways  differ- 
ent from  the  city's  interest.  The  members  of  that 
board  should  take  such  suggestions  from  individ- 
uals, and  he  was  acting  in  the  city's  interest  when 
he  asked  lor  a  system  of  inspection.  The  board 
think  inspection  is  a  mistaken  idea;  yet 
the  proof  is  that  one-fourth  of  the  water'  is 
wasted;  and  yet  a  member  of  the  Water  Board 
said  he  either  will  ally  or  ignorantly  misstated 
the  ease.  He  might  be  both  ignorant  and  wilful, 
but  the  people  who  sent,  him  here  did  not  think  so. 
If  there  is  an  inefficient  board  today,  it  is  the  Co- 
chituate  "Water  Board.  He  favored  a  new  board, 
but  was  opposed  to  the  one  under  the  present  law, 
and  believed  the  Legislature  would  pass  such  a 
law  as  Boston  desired.     lie  did  not   believe   in  an 


is  now  exercised  by  the  Fire  Commissioners, 
believed  the  report  was  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  but  hoped  that  the  ordinance 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  till  they  could 
have  a  chance  to  learn  the  will  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  said  the  ordinance  had 
been  reported  by  the  committee  alter  consultation 
with  the  "Water  Registrar.  Mr.  Dean  read  at 
length  from  the  ordinance  establishing  the  pres- 
ent water  rates,  and  showed  the  difference  be- 
tween the  rates  as  they  are  now  and  as  thev  are 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  new  o'-dinanco,  show- 
ing the  great  amount  of  waste  water  which  could 
be  saved  by  restricting  the  fixtures. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Dacey  was  lost. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,'by  Mr.  Dacey,  was 
lost. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dacey  moved  to  strike  out  the  word-  "or 
then  duly  appointed  agents."  He  thought  it  was 
a  question  w  hether  they  were  not  gi\  ing  too  much 
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of  fixtures  would  impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  as  everybody  knows  who  has  deal- 
ings with  plumbers.  He  thought  the  ordinance 
should  lie  over,  and  moved  that  it  be  specially  as- 
signed for  eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Dean  said  he  had  no  desire  for  haste,  but 
the  discussion  hail  gone  on  and  it  seemed  to  be 
understood  that  the  ordinance  would  be  passed 
tonight.  The  Mystic  Water  Boai-d  have  the  same 
powers  that  is  proposed  in  this  ordinance,  though 
he  did  not  know  how  far  they  extended  to  plumb- 
ing. 

Mr.  Dacey  said  that  in  Chailestown  the  price 
was  limited  according  to  the  style  of  closet,  a  hop- 
per closet  with  a  self-closing  apparatus  being  re- 
garded the  same  as  a  pan  closet. 

Mr.  Dean  had  no  objection  to  the  ordinance  ly- 
ing over,  and  Imped  that  if  any  members  had  any 
suggestions  to  make  (hey  would  do  so. 

Mr.  Shaw  suggested  tliat  any  such  arbitrary  ac- 
tion could  be  annulled  by  the  General  Court  at 
any  time. 

The  ordinance  was  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  at  8  P.  M. 

FAST  DRIVING  IN  THE   STREETS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  "Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
orainance  in  regard  to  fast  driving  in  the  streets, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  same  in  a  new  draft. 

An  Ordinance  to  Amend  an  Or/Una  nee  in  relation 
to  Streets. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of ■  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  thirty-ninth 
section, 'and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  "follow- 
ing, namely :  "Section  39.  No  owner,  or  other  per- 
son having  for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use  of 
any  horse  or  other  beast  of  burthen,  carriage  or 
draught,  shall  ride,  drive,  or  permit  the  horse  or 
other  beast  to  go  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than 
seven  miles  an  hour  in  any  of  the  public  streets  or 
ways  in  the  city,  except  those  included  within 
the  limits  of  wards  numbered  sixteen,  seven- 
teen, and  nineteen.  No  owner,  or  other  per- 
son having  for  the  time  being  the  care  or  use 
of  any  horse  or  other  beast  of  burthen, 
earriag'e  or  draught,  hall  ride,  drive,  or  permit  the 
horse  or  other  beast  to  go  at  a  greater  rate  of 
speed  than  +en  miles  an  hour  in  any  of  the  public 
streets  or  ways  included  within  the  limits  of  wards 
numb'  red  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  nineteen." 

The  ordinance  reported  by  the  committee  was 
substituted  for  the  original  one. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  raised  the  point  that  it 
should  lie  over  as  it  was  part  of  an  ordinance  to 
which  a  penalty  was  attached. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
laid  over. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  ordinance  might  take  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Bui'ditt  of  Ward  10  objected,  as  some  of  the 
suburban  members  wanted  to  look  it.  over. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— 7  for, 
35  against. 

STANDPIPE  FOE  THE    PCTBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  tor  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  order  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  reference 
to  connecting  the  standpipe  in  the  Public  Library 
with  the  high  service,  recommending-  the  passage 
of  the  order  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  connect  the  standpipe  in 
the  Public  Library  with  the  high  service,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  82500,  and  that  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  amount 
for  that  purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buddings. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing   Comniiitee    on  Water  De- 
partment, who  were  requested— 

lirst— To  ascertain  and  report  whether  the  pres- 
ent source  of  our  water  supply  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate  and  Mystic  Lake,  combined,  can  be  so  util- 
ized as  to  give  an  adequate  water  supply  to  the 
city  in  a  season  of  drought,  how  great  that  sup- 
ply would  be,  for  how  many  years  it  would  be  ad- 
equate, and  the  expense  of  procuring  it; 


Second— To  examine  the  Charles  River  and  re- 
port upon  its  availability  as  a  source  of  supply, 
and  the  expense  of  conveying  the  waters  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir — 

Beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  the 
City  Engineer  and  his  assistants,  giving  full  and 
complete  information  upon  all  the  points  covered 
by  the  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

The  yield  in  a  dry  year  from  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  sources,  after  making  improvements  and 
additions  to  the  works  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
81.312,032,  is  estimated  at  33.(1(10,(1111)  gallons  daily. 
Assuming  fiom  oast  experience  that  the  future 
increase  of  consumption  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent,  yearly,  the  supply  would  be  fully 
used  in  1877.  The  yield  in  an  ordinary  year  from 
the  two  sources  would  be  f lorn  thirty-six  to  thir- 
ty-nine millions  of  gallons  daily,  'which  would 
meet  the  estimated   'onsumptioii  in  1878  or  1879.. 

Five  schemes  of  works  for  obtaining  a  supply 
of  fifty  million  gallons  daily  from  Charles  River 
are  given,  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  each  (see 
pp.  33  to  37  Engineer's  report).  The  report  of  the 
commission  (which  will  lie  submitted  in  a  few 
days)  upon  the  purity  of  the  different  sources  of 
supply  will  be  of  great  lvalue  in  determining  the 
point  where  it  would  be  safe  to  take  a  supply  from 
Charles  River. 

In  considering  this  question  of  a  permanent 
water  supply  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
plans  for  the  Sudbury  River  scheme  have  been 
prepared  at  great  expense,  and  that  the  work  can 
be  prosecuted  energetically  and  without  inter- 
ruption as  soon  as  the  necessary  authority  to  take 
lands  is  given.  If  the  authority  asked  for  had 
been  granted  last  year,  at  least  a  third  of  the 
work  on  the  proposed  line  of  the  Sudbury  conduit 
would  have  been  completed.  If  any  other  scheme 
is  adopted  it  will  take  another  year  to  obtain  the 
necessary  legislation  and  a  long  additional  delay 
for  the  preparation  of  new  plans. 

In  view  of  the  unusually  low  state  of  the  water 
both  in  the  Cochituate  au'd  Mystic  basins:,  caused 
by  the  absence  of  the  ordinary  fall  rains  and  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  water  takers  dur- 
ing the  itresent  year  (nearly  two  thousand  on  the 
Cochituate  service  alone)  making  the  consump- 
tion at  the  present  time  twenty  million  gallons 
per  diem  from  that  source  of  supply,  your 
committee  again  urge  upon  the  City  Council 
the  importance  of  immediate  action  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  supply  of  water  adequate 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city.  The  water  in  the 
Chestnut  Hill  reservoirs  this  morning  «  as  five  feet 
below  high-water  level,  being  the  lowest  point 
ever  reached;  and  the  water  ia  the  Cochituate 
Lake  was  six  feet  seven  inches  below  high-water 
mark.  Unless  we  have  copious  rains  during  the 
next  few  days,  the  lake  will  be  so  reduced  'as  to 
require  the  aid  of  steam  [tumps  to  raise  the  water 
to  the  flow  line  of  the  conduit,  or  the  opening  of 
the  gates  from  the  tempoiarv  connection  made  in 
1872  with  the  Sudbury  River.  The  Cochituate 
Water  Board  decline  to  adopt  the  latter  alterna- 
tive without  authority  front  the  City  Council,  be- 
cause Of  the  per.-ona]  liability  which' would  follow 
such  action.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
property  of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board  of 
187^  is  now  under  attat  Innent  for  a  similar  taking 
of  the  Sudbury  water  during  the  drought  of  1872. 
Your  committee  are  informed  that  Mystic  Lake 
is,  at  the  present  time,  about  three  feet'-ix  inches 
lower  than  at  this  date  last  year. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Ftelev, 
that  apian  is  presented  for  diverting-  the  water  of 
Pegan  Brook,  in  the  town  of  Natick.  The  pol- 
lution of  Lake  Cochituate  from  this  source,  al- 
though inconsiderable,  has  always  been  a  source 
of  anxietv  to  the  Water  Board,  and  for  reasons 
set  forih  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  by  Mr. 
Ftelev,  it  would  seem  desirable  to  remove  tais 
pollution  at  once.  A.  portion  of  the  expense 
should,  however,  be  borne  by_  the  town  of 
Natick,    and   your  committee  would  recommend 


next  session,  for  authority  to  be  given  to  the  city 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Natick,  to  construct  a 
sewer  fir  that  purpose. 

The  committee  would  also  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  conduit  from  the  lake  has  been  for 
the  past  month  run  under  a  pressure  to  keep  up  the 
supply,  and  must  be  closed  for  a  short  time  dur- 
ing flic  next  few  day-  for  the  purpose  of  making 
necessary  lepairs  before  cold  weather. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  urge  upon  citi- 
zens generally  the  necessity   of  using  water  with 
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creat  caution  that  the   supply  may  be  eked  out 
until  heavy  rainfall*  again  till  the  lake. 
For  the  committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Frederick  Pease, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  Common  Council. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  petition  the  General  Court, at 
its  next  session,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  city  of  Bonon  and  the  town  of  Natiek 
to  construct  a  sewer  for  the  purpose  of  diverting 
the  waters  of  Pegan  Brook  from  Lake  Cochitnate; 
the  expense  to  be  assessed  in  equitable  propor- 
tions upon  said  city  ajd  town. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pease  stated  that  it  was  important  to  have 
the  order  passed  tonight,  in  order  to  get  the  peti- 
tion at  the  State  House  sixty  days  before  the 
assembling  of  the  Legislature".  He  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

Carried^-43  for,  0  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5  had  no  objection  to  that 
part  of  the  older  in  reference  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, but  the  reference  to  Natiek  is  entirely  out  of 
place,  and  wholly  incompet  dit  for  Boston  to  ask 
for  anything  for'the  town  of  Natiek. 

Mr.  Pease  explained  the  position  (a*  given  in 
the  report  above)  of  the  town  of  Natiek  in  regard 
to  draining  into  the  place  where  its  pump-  ate  lo- 
cated, and  said  the  selectmen  of  that  town  had 
urged  the  Water  Board  ro  apply  for  authority  to 
build  the  sewer.  The  same  thing  was  done  last 
winter  in  regard  t(i  the  storage  basins  on  the 
Mystic  River.  Natiek  is  as  much  interested  as 
Boston. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  representatives  from  those 
town*  on  the  Mystic  ndiculed  that  proposition 
last  winter,  and  said  Boston  proposed  tb  interfere 
with  its  whole  suburban  district. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  understood  that  it  was  to 
be  with  the  cooperation  of  Natiek. 

Mr.  Show  moved  to  strike  out  all  reference  to 
the  town  of  Natiek. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  could  see  no  improprie- 
ty in  the  order.  It  is  simply  asking  for  authority, 
and  Natiek  can  join  in  the  work  if  it  sees  fit. 
This  proposition  is  not  such  an  interference  as  it 
would  be  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  interfere  with 
the  drainage  of  Natiek. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  (i  moved  to  still  further 
amend  by  adding  a  section  providing  that  the 
expense  of  the  sewer  shall  be  assessed  in  equita- 
ble proportions  upon  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
town  of  Natiek.  This  would  leave  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  the  Legislature,  and  vet  state  what  is  de- 
sired bv  Bo-ton,  and  pb  ase  the  fastidious  taste  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  if  he  were  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15,  he  would  say,  "Plato, 
thou  reasonest  well,  but  not  upon  this  ques- 
tion." To  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  who 
speaks  of  "fastidious  taste,"  he  would  say, 
"Let  him  study  the  rules  of  common  sense;" 
if  he  would  do  that,  he  would  not  favor  any- 
thing outside  of  the  prerogative  of  the  city. 
He  was  almost  laughed  at  for  bringing  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Legislature  last  winter.  He  would  not 
vote  for  the  older  until  the  proposition  to  include 
Natiek  is-tti,  ken  out. 

Mr.  Dean  was  inclined  to  favor  the  order;    the 

reason    I'm    .  i.-.-l  :    l:_      le-  c"  ;.'  N-.     v.    i-   Inel  i  h ■  t'-ell- 

nical.as  if  thej  asked  to  hi  ve Natiek  paj  a  portion 
of  the  expensi  il  would  I  e  said  there  «  <-  no  hing 

about  it  in  the  petition.  g 

Mr.  Crocker  said  that  it  might  be  i  nipro)  er  tor 
Boston  to  ask  to  have  Natiek  do  certain  things 
which  that  toy  n  mighl  i  ot  ask  10  do. 

Mr.  Shan',  amemiment  wa    lost. 

Mr.  Dean  thought  tl der  should   stand  as  it 

is,  and  oppo-e-l    \l  I'.  I    i  oekei idmellt. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Kimball,  Mi.  I  rocker  ex- 
plained that  his  amendment  was  to  assess  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  expense    on  Natiek  ;  but  it 

scented    Ii;mI    la-le    loi     lio    loll    III  :|     I      I  lial     X:|  i  ill      lie 

included  when  that  town  might  not  desire  it. 


Mr.  Pea*e  said  tbeSeleetnien  of  Natiek  were  in 
favor  of  it,  and  believed  the  town  would  gladly 
bear  its  share  of  the  expense.  There  would  be  no 
sort  of  danger  of  their  laughing  at  the  petition. 

Mr.  Shaw  contended  that  it  was  going  outside 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  ask 
for  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  suggested  that  the  order 
be  amended  so  that  the  JVayor  be  requested  to 
join  the  Selectmen  of  Natiek  in  the  petition  for 
authority  to  build  the  sewer. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  that  the  most  excellent  sug- 
gestion that  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Crocker  withdrew  hi*  amendment,  and  re- 
newed the  one  suggested  by  Mr.  Peabody. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  SCHEME. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Pea*e,  the  message  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  suoniittcd  at  the  last  meeting, 
wa*  taken  from  the  table  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Pease  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the  or- 
der authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
seize  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  all  lands 
necessary  to  convey  them  into  the  city.  Lost— 23 
for,  29  against. 

STANDPIPE  FOR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  authorizing  the  connection 
of  the  standpipe  of  the  Public  Library  with  the 
high  service  might  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. He  instanced  the  hie  at  the  Hotel 
Boylston  this  morning  as  demonstrating  the  ne- 
cessity therefor.  They  had  had  a  connection  with 
the  high  service,  but  it  was  cut  off,  and  could  not 
be  worked  today.  Hence  the  loss,  even  with  the 
precautions  taken. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Shaw  Imped  the  oi''er  would  be  passed.  He 
was  present  at  the  fire  alluded  to  a  full  half  an 
hour  before  a  commissioned  arrived,  in  his  humble 
judgment  rubber  hose  is  wholly  unfit  for  use  in  the 
department;  he  made  that  statement  because  it 
might  appear  in  print  and  be  seen.  He  had  ad- 
vocated and  used  bis  inllnence  tor  a.  Fire  Coni- 
mission  last  year;  but  he  had  sent  written  com- 
munications to  the  Fire  Commissioners  which 
had  not  been  noticed.  He  was  opposed  to 
such  an  arbitrary  power  as  that  commis- 
sion exercised,  sitting  in  their  Star  Chamber. 
Never  should  a  committee  of  the  Government  sit 
with  closed  doors  If  he  were  tried  for  misde- 
meanors and  crimes,  he  preferred  to  be  tried  pub- 
licly. There  should  be  no  Star  Chamber  proceed- 
ing-, with  three  men  to  pass  upon  a  man's  charac- 
ter. He  used  this  a*  in  illustration  of  the  rights 
of  the  people  under  a  demoor..tic  Government. 

Mr.  Putnam  raised  the  point  oi  order  that  Mr. 
Shaw  was  not  speaking  to  the  question. 


dy   illustrating  his 


present  prop- 
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s  not  better 
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i  a*  this  rubber 
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The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1(5,  the  Coun- 
il  adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Oommon  Council, 

OCTOBER    89,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  71;,  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  A1DEHMES. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  M.  Eartrf  al.,  Henry  Dud- 
ley, E.  S.  Johnson,  and  copy  of  petition  of  David 
Coolidge  et  al.,  severally  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  request  of  the  Com'mittee  on  Armories  for  an 
additional  appropriation  of  85000  (City  Doe.  No. 
87, 1874),  came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing- necessary  connections  to  he 
made  with  the  steam  pump  and  fire  pipe  in  City 
Hall,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  §1400. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  that  order,  Ahout  three  or 
four  weeks  ago  we  were  asked  to  vote  a  thousand 
dollars  for  a  steam  pump,  hut  now  they  come  in 
with  an  additional  order  for  SHOO.  I  understand 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  were  trying  it  on  the 
City  Hall  the  other  day;  now,  if  tlie  committee 
had  authority  to  make' the  connection  why  cannot 
they  pay  the  hills  without  coming  to  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Until  a  short  time  since 
we  supposed  that  the  general  order  for  putting  in 
the  steam  pump  covered  authority  to  spend  the 
necessary  money  to  connect  the  standpipe  with 
the  steam  pump  ;  hut  by  the  ruling  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  we  must  have  a  separate  order  for 
that  purpose.  There  will  be  considerable  money 
left  from  the  appropriation  for  steam  pump", 
but,  by  the  ruling  of  tlie  Auditor,  it  will  not  be 
applicable  to  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Do  I  understand  that 
after  approriating  81000  for  the  pump  that  there 
is  money  to  be  left  over -while  asking  for  this  81400 
extra.  The  question  was  raised  at  the  time  of  the 
appropriation  for  a  steam  pump,  andit  was  said 
that  the  §1000  would  cover  all  the  expense. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — The  appropriation  for 
the  pump  was  81000  and  the  cost  of  the  same  was 
8000  or  8700—1  do  not  know  exactly  the  amount — 
leaving  a  balance  which  is  Hot  applicable  to  mak- 
ing the  connection. 

Mr.  Dacev  of  Ward  20— If  the  pump  cost  only 
8700,  what  is  the  other  81400  for?  When  I  voted 
for  theorder  1  supposed  the  81000  would  cover  all 
the  expense.  I  understand  that  the  pump  was 
bought  before  th-.'  appropriation  was  called  for. 
There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  this  calling  for 
additional  appropriations.  Articles  are  bought 
and  the  work  begun,  and  moro  money  is  asked,  be- 
cause it  is  thought,  perhaps,  that  the'  city  will  not 
go  back  on  theoriginalappropriation.  They  should 
not  come  here  and  ask  for  appropriation  after  ap- 
propriation when  the  amount  originally  named 
should  cover  all  the  expense.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
order. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Waro  16— The  original  appropria- 
tion was  made  specifically  for  a  steam  pump.  If 
it  had  said  "for  a  steam  puniD  and  provide  for  its 
connection,"  it  would  have  memf  to  allow  for  all 
the  appurtenances  upon  it.     So  the  Audita    de- 

cii'i  -  that  the  iiyvj.  >    il  -  1 fin-     •  .■     |  .h.   I  ■ .  i   tin 

steam  pump    am',    that    al .and     hat  we  must 

have  a  separate  appropriation  for  making  the  con- 
nection.   1  he  fan    that     i      a 
tion  is  a-ked  for  is  nothing  ne< 
time  that  we  have  found  the  ea 
er  than  what  was  al  in  -i  estirni 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— I  hope  1  shall  bee  o  used 
for  speaking  plainly.  It  is  not  the  way  to  do  busi- 
ness; it  is  not  the  way  a  private  citizen,  a  good 
business  man,  does  business, ami  we  shoul  I  tran- 
sact the  city's  affairs  just  as  any  sound  business 
man  would  do  his.  A  good  business  man  first 
finds  out  the  expense,  but  does  not  ■_"  and  spend 
his  money  first.  I  do  not  know  how  the  city's 
business  nas  been  done  here  in  former  years,  but 

ill    the  eit\     \\  hiell    I    ami    III  llei     ■.:  e  n  I  I.    II    I  i    |,le-f  111 

— which  has  been  annexed  to  Boston — an  estimate 
of  the  cost  was  first  made  and  when  an  appropri- 
ation was  asked  for  it  was  to  cover  the  whole  ex- 
pense. I  have  learned  a  great  deal  -ince  1  have 
been  here,  and  probahlyil  I  am  returned]  ball 
learn  a  great  deal  more."  I  shall  neve)  votefor  an- 
other appropriation  alter  one  ha-  been  made  lor  a 
specific  uurpose. 


mal  appropria- 
is  not  the  first 
>es  to  be  great- 


Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi— It  is  probably  in  the  ex- 
perience of  every  man  in  private  business  that  the 
cost  of  work  exceeds  his  first  estimate.  1  presume 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  has  often  done  work 
which  cost  more  than  he  at  first  expected. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— When  the  order  first  came 
up  the  question  was  asked  whether  the  81000 
would  cover  the  whole  expense,  and  •  I  think  the 
answer  was  that  it  would;  or  it  was  something 
similar  to  that,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
laid  over. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  streets,  making  the  rate  of  speed  at  which 
horses  and  other  beasts  can  be  driven  iu  the  pub- 
lic streets  of  Wards  16, 17  and  19,  not  more  than 
ten  miles  an  hour-,  and  in  all  other  wards  not  more 
than  seven  miles  an  hour. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  was  lost. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  Communication  representing 
that  about  $1200  are  needed  for  repairing  the 
boiler  and  for  other  work  on  the  steamer  Samuel 
Little,  and  requesting  permission  to  transfer  that 
amount  from  the  general  quarantine  appropria- 
tion and  use  it  for  the  above-named  purpose. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  Michael ' 
Sheedy  and  Daniel  Falion.  severally  for  damages 
for  alleged  defect  in  Seventh  street.  Severally 
referred  to  .bunt  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mi-.  Woodward  of  Ward  l.j— Petition  of  N.  S. 
Wilbur  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city  at  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  Springfiel  I  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  McDon- 
ough  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Dover-street  Bridge.  Accepted  and 
sent  up. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  accom- 
panying order  authorizing  the  granting  of  a  per- 
mit to  Joseph  F.  Paul  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Bristol  street.  Order  read  twice  and  passed 
and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  ter- 
ritory bounded  by  Washington  street,  Harrison 
avenue,  Maiden  and  East  Canton  streets,  submit- 
ted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  for 
authority  to  raise  so  much  as  shall  be  deemed 
necessaiy  o£  the  teiiiiniy  bounded  by  Washington 
street,  Harrison  avenue,  Maiden  street  and  East 
Canton  street,  to  such  grade  as  shall  secure  the 
proper    drainage    thereof:    the    expense    of    such 


the 


THE  DRIVING  OF  CATTLE    ill  I : ;n  THE  siKia  is. 

Mr.  Moley  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 
Ordered, 'That  the  <  ommittee  on   Ordinances  be 
requested  to  inquire  and  report  whelher   am  ,  and 
if  any  what,  additional  regulations    arc    neees  ary 

to  pi-event,  injury    to   persons   and   properh  by 

driving  cattle  and  other  beasts  iu   large   numbers 
through  the  public  streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

GREENHOUSE  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 
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of  explanation  may  not  be  out  of  place.  We  spend 
a  great  deal  of  lioney  annually  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  Common  and  public  grounds,  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  to  rue  artistic  taste  of  the 
community,  and  it  has  frequently  been  suggested 
to  me  by  many  of  our  best  citizens  that  the  man- 
agement of  these  grounds  was  not  complete,  as 
there  was  no  greenhouse  where  specimens  of  flori- 
culture could  be  shown.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  sup- 
posed to  favor  anything-  that  would  flavor  of  un- 
necessaiy  expenditure,  but  I  should  think  that 
such  an  appropriation  would  greatly  increase  the 
love  of  floriculture.  Theie  are  many  persons  in 
Boston  who  are  too  poor  to  go  out  into  the  coun- 
try, and  who  would  be  glad  to  see  flowers  growing 
under  glass  in  our  Public  Garden.  I  am  told  by 
Mr.  Garvin,  the  Superintendent,  ihat  the  annual 
maintenance  of  a  greenhouse  will  not  be  expen- 
sive, and  that  many  of  the  laborers  on  the  public 
ground*  could  lie  emploved  in  it  at  odd  hours. 

Mr,  "Wilbur  of  Ward  9— I  do  not  know  that  the 
Committee  on  Common  have  any  particular  ob- 
jection to  considering  that  matter,  but  it  has  been 
'before  them  already  and  they  decided  that  they 
did  not  feel  as  though  they  wanted  to  go  to  the 
expense  this  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  happen  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Common,  and  I  tan  second 
the  statement  of  my  colleague,  the  chairman  on 
the  pare  of  this  branch.  I  lite  the  spirit  of  the 
order  very  well,  but  that  the  Council  may  not  be 
misinformed  in  regard  to  it.  i  .\  ill  tate  that  the 
position  of  the  committee  is  this :  The  old  green- 
house was  unfit  for  use;  it  was  verv  much  dilap- 
idated and  was  taken  down  and  sold.  The  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  considered  whether  it 
was  expedient  to  build  a  Dew  one  this  year:  they 
passed  unon  the  question,  and,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice,  decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  this 
year.  They  thought  the  money  could  be  spent  to 
the  better  advantage  of  the  citizens.  Therefore, 
it  would  eem  useless  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
committee;  but  I  should  not  wish  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  my  friend  or  tae  tastes  fnd  wishes  of 
those  whom  he  represents.  But  that  is  the  status 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  was  not  aware  of  the 
subject  having  been  investigated  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  of  its  having  been  before  them  at  all.  I 
have  no  desire  to  have  them  go  inco  another  in- 
ves  ligation,  and.  with  the  consent  of  the  Council, 
will  withdraw  the  order. 

The  order  was  withdrawn. 

STANDPIPE  FOR   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  order 
authorizing  the  standpipe  in  Public  Library  build- 
ing to  be  connected  with  the  high  service,  and  for 
a  transfer  of  S2500  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  pay- 
therefor,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  put  upoii 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Will  this  amount  cover 
the  entire  e'xpense? 

Mr.  Burditt  i  if  Ward  1C — In  this  case  we  take 
th»  figures  of  the  Water  Department.  They  think 
it  will  amply  cover  the  expense,  and  perhaps  there 
may  be  a  slight  surplus. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— What  the  Water  Depart- 
ment estimate  for  and  what  a  man  will  do  it  for 
are  two  different  things.  I  think  we  should  get 
the  e-timat.  s  of  those  who  will  do  the  work— the 
figure    of  practical  mechanics. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— This  question  came  be- 
fore the  Finance  Committee,  and  the  merits  of  the 
case  were  made  known  to  them  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  E  istern  Division.  He  said  that 
£2500  was  the  outside  expenditure,  and  very  prob- 


geitlenian  from  Ward  0  has  said.  We  had  Mr. 
Joi.es  before  us :  he  estimated  Unit  S2500  would 
be  sufficient.  Of  course  if  they  struck  a  ledge  of 
rock,  or  a  gold  mine,  the  city  might  have  to  spend 
more  money,  and  they  would  have  to  ask  for  more. 
Such  are  the  causes  of  requests  for  small  extra 
appropriations  that  come  before  us.  People  can- 
not see  into  the  future  ;  they  do  not  know  what 
will  happen:  they  use  their  best  judgment  m  esti- 
mating dint  a  certain  sum  of  money  will  accom- 
plish a  certain  purpose.  Sometimes  it  doea  not 
cost  as  ninth  as  the  estimate,  and  we  never  hear 
anything  of  it,  the  balance  gonig  into  the  Sinking 
Fund.  Of  course  we  ought  to  have  a  due  legard 
for  the  interest  of  the  city,  but  when  a  committee 
makes  a  fair  statement,  1*  do  not  think  we  should 
question  them  so  closely  as  to  details.  It  is  un- 
avoidable sometimes. 


Mr.  Dacev  of  "Ward  20—1  do  not  believe  it  is  un- 
avoidable. "There  are  certain  mechanics  in  this 
city  who  will  estimate  on  this  work.  If  you  have 
got  a  practical  man  to  estimate  on  this  work,  and 
be  savs  he  will  do  it  for  S2500  he  ought  to  no  it, 
and  tie  will  if  he  is  a  man  of  his  word.  But  if  you 
estimate  by  the  head-  of  the  department- only, 
who  is  bound  by  it?  Nobody;  and  the  city  has  to 
pav  the  bil'o.  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  the 
heads  of  departments  to 
and  give  the 


the 


stimates 
thev  please. 

Mi\  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  -This  is  a  matter  of  lay- 
ing pipes  m  the  streets,  and  it  is  done  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Division.  The'pipe 
will  be  laid  in  Columbus  avenue,  where  it  is  not 
likely  there  v/iU  b  •  any  ledge  to  go  through,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  expense  will  come  within  this 
estimate. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  standpipe  is  al- 
ready in  the  Public  Library,  and  this  order  simply 
contemplates  connecting  it  with  the  high  service. 
I  hope  that  in  this  di-cus-ion  the  importance  of 
the  subject  will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  the 
order  will  receive  the  two-thirds  vote  necessary 
to  pass  it.  The  library,  today,  is  in  a  dangerous 
condition.  The  high  service  was  connected  with 
the  standpipe,  but  witnout  the  knowledge  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  library,  or  any  of  his  as- 
sistants, it  was  disconnected.  An  addition  to  the 
library  is  in  process  of  erection,  and  the  danger  to 
the  building  on  account  of  the  workmen  being- 
there,  and  the  flying  about  of  shavings,  is  greatly 
increased.  By  a  recent  arrangement  of  the  Super- 
intendent the  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department 
in  that  district  w.s  to  take  care  of  the  hose,  which 
is  at  all  times  connected  with  the  high  service. 
At  his  first  visit  he  inspected  the  hote  and  found 
that  the  water  would  only  come  up  through  the 
hose  about  three  feet,  the  high  service  having 
been  disconnected  from  he  standpipe.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  this  high  service 
should  be  reconnected  as  speedily  as  possible.  I 
hope  the  order  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  TLaeher  of  Ward  15— With  regard  to  the 
disconnection  of  the  high  service  from  the  stand- 
pipe,  I  would  state  that  when  the  tiustees  of  the 
Public  Library  first  made  application  to  the  Water 
Board  for  the  connection,  it  was  stated  that  it 
would  be  allowed  only  for  a  short  time,  as  there 
was  to  be  a  larger  pipe  laid  in  Columbus  avenue 
to  go  across  the  Common  and  connect  with  the 
north  side  of  Beacon  Hill,  and  the  pipe  which 
would  supply  the  library  at  that  time  would  soon 
be  thrown  on  to  the  low  service.  But  they  said 
they  would  take  the  risk,  aud  insisted  on  having 
it.  "But.  knowing  that  so  many  standpipes  have 
proved  failures— in  the  ease  of  the  one  on  the  City 
Hall  building  they  put  on  a  stearc  pump  when  they 
got  anew  boiler— and  knowing  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  city  they  do  not  work  well,  and  that  people 
are  putting  in  steam  pumps,  I  shall,  for  that 
reason,  have  to  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  it  has  not  been 
stated  by  whose  order  this  disconnection  was 
made,  i  shoul  d  like  to  have  my  friend  from  Ward 
6  state  that.  If  there  is  any  one  at  fault  we  should 
know  where  the  fault  lies."  I  should  like  to  know 
by  whose  authority  and  at  what  time  it  was  done, 
because  I  have  heard  a  great  ileal  of  this  Public 
Libra,  y  service  within  the  last  six  months. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  cannot  answer  the 
question  of  the  member  from  Ward  5.  I  was  sim- 
ply informed  that  it  was  disconnected  and  that  no 
notice  was  given  to  any  one  in  the  Public  Library 
building. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— That  matter  was  talked 
over  in  the  Water  Board  today.  The  Superintend- 
ent sta  ed  that  the  trustees  were  notified  that  it 
would  be  only-  for  temporary    use    and    that  they 


parties  in  that  vicinity —at  the  Public  Library  and 
Hotel  Boylston  and  others,— were  notified  when  it 
was  taken  off. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  fault;  and  that  it  has  continued  for 
months,  and  has  been  well  known,  but  until  this 
order  was  offeieti  no  sort  of  an  attempt  was  made 
to  secure  that  immensely  valuable  property-.  There 
is  a  fault  somewhere  and  it  ought  to  be  where  it 
belongs.  If  the  property  of  the  city  and  the  tax- 
payers is  to  be  imperilled,  we  should  know  it.  If 
there  is  a  want  of  water,  say  so.  But  in  ihis  case 
it  is  the  want  of  a  pipe.  What  is  the  use  of  water 
if  you  have  no  conductors'?  Look  at  the  negli- 
gence which  has  caused  the  enormous  fires  in  that 
neighborhood— not,  sir,  for  want  of  water!— such 
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as  the  Essex- street  five  of  yiay  30.  It  was  shown 
and  proven  here  that  there  was  an  abundance  of 
water.  But  it  was  wasted,  lost.  Somebody  is  at 
fault.  Are  we  at  fault,  as  a  City  Government?  or 
are  the  powers  which  send  water  on  a  fire  at  fault? 
There  has  been  the  greatest  negligence  some- 
where, and  I  am  glad  this  has  culminated  in  an  at- 
tempt to  do  soinethii  g  to  protect  the  enormously 
expensive  property  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  order  was  parsed,  in  concurrence— yeas  51, 
nays  2— Mes-vs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  Dacey 
of  Ward  20,  voting  nay. 

KING-STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  "West  of  Ward  16  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  bv  which  the  order  appro- 
priating s.")0o  additional  for  the  purchase  of  land 
mi  Roxbuvy  and  Kins  streets  and  authorizing  the 
transfer  of'said  amount  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
was  defeated  for  want  of  a  two-thirds  vote.  The 
vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  order  again  put  on 
its  passage. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  Id— As  this  is  a  case  in  point, 
it  serves  to  illustrate  what  we  have  been  talking 
about,  and  I  may  as  well  give  a  briei  explanation 
of  the  order.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction  asked  for  S2ii, I 

to  pitrcli  'se  the  land  for  this  schoolhotise.  They 
thought  that  was  enough.  When  they  came  to 
purchase,  they  loundsome  of  the  owners  were 
not  quite  so  willing  to  sell,  and  so  they  had  to 
come  to  the  City  Council  and  ask  for  82000  move, 
liefore  the  1  itles  w  re  passed  a  survey  was  made, 
and  it  is  shown  that  there  are  350  feet  move  laud 
than  was  estimated  fov,  and  we  hail  to  come  here 
again  and  ask  fov  more  money.  We  could  not 
help  it.  The  veal  object  in  this  case  was  to  ask 
for  as  little  money  as  possible.  We  do  not  want 
to  tax  the  peeple  fov  money  to  go  into  the  Sinking 
Fund  any  more  than  we  can  help. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK, 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General    Court    at  its  next  ses- 
sion fov  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city 
of   Boston,  by  and  through  the  agency  of  commis- 
sioners apooiiKcd  by  the  .Mayor,  with  the  approval 
'■-  Purchase  or  otherwise  take 
a  public  park  for  the  ben- 


of  The  City  Council,  to  purchase  or  other* 

.       s  of  s 
efit  of  the  people. 


lands  for  the  purpose « 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  suggested  that  the  order 
be  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "or  parks" 
after  the  words  "public  park." 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment  and  the  or- 
der was  so  amended. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  particular  harm  in  passing  an  order 
requesting' the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  this  authority. 'except  That  I. as  one  member  of 
this  Conned— ami  I  hope  I  reflect  tlie  opinion  of 
my  constituents— object  to  this  body  putting  itself 
oii  record  as  m  favor  of  such  a  piece  oi  extrava- 
gance a*  this,  i  do  nor  propose  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case;  it  is  unneces- 
sary. But  we  are  reminded  by  our  tax  bills  that 
wo'aro  Irayelling  ai  a  rale  which,  unless  it  lie 
stopped  somewhere,  will  lead  to  destruction.  I 
ilo  not  believe  the  n-cessil  ies  of  I  be  people  require 
a  public  park  and  1  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7—1  offered  the  o'-der  this 
evening' that  the  city  may  be  able  to  file  the  peti- 
tion sixty  days  before  the  Legislature  meets,  a - 
required  by  law,  in  case  the   Park  Commis-ionets 


shall  recommend  such  action.  That  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  order. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  withdraw  the  motion 
to  refer. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— On  the  passage  of  the 
order  I  request  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  order 
was  passed— ye  is  :m.  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Bvackett,  Brown, 
Buvditt,  Burgess,  Butler.  Caton.  Ciocker,  Gush- 
man,  Dean,  Denny,  Klynn,  (ioldthwait,  ltine,Hun- 
newell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Teach,  Loving,  Martin, 
Moley,  Mooney,  Powers,  Putnam,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train,  Waloridge,  Whi-ton, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt— 34. 

Nays— Mes-rs.  Barry,  Cawley,  Collins,  ( 'udworth, 
Dacey,  Day,  Flatley,  Kimball,  Minot,  Noyes, 
Pease.  Perkins,  Prav,  S-blev,  Swear,  Thacher, 
Warren,  West,  Weston,  E.  1'.  Wilbur,  Woodward 
—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Beavce,  Bleilev,  Boavdman,  Crowley,  Davis,  Ful- 
ler, Gordon,  Harrington,  Hicks,  Long,  McCavty, 
Morse,  Page,  Peabody,  Russell,  Woods— 18. 

WATER  RATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  "An  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  cave  and  management  of  the  Boston  Water 
Works"  (City  Doc.  No.  91),  was  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dacey  of 
Ward  20  to  strike  out  the  words  "or   their   agent." 

Mr.  Dacey— So  long  as  the  Coehituate  and  Mys- 
tic water  boards  are  not  united— and  I  hope  tliev 
will  always  remain  separate— perhaps  it  might  not 
be  well  for  me  to  force  this  amendment,  and  ac- 
cordingly I  withdraw  it. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Minot  of  Ward  17—1  made  the  motion  to 
specially  assign,  simply  to  secure  time  to  gain  in- 
formation.    1  have  no  objection  to   the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Caton  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  object  to  an  or- 
dinance making  plumbers  responsible  lor  imper- 
fect material  or  labor.  But  I  do  think  that  it  is 
an  erroneous  idea  that  there  will  be  a  very  large 
amount  of  water  saved  by  usintr  pan  instead  of 
hopper  closets.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  near- 
all  hopper  closets  in  dwellings  are  placed  in  the 
cellar  or  basement  story,  and  they  are  therefore 
more  liable  to  freeze.  Consequently  the  tempta- 
tion to  let  the  water  run  to  waste  to  prevent  freez- 
ing is  very  great.  Now  we  all  know  that  bv  rais- 
ing the  pull  to  a  pan  closet,  and  securing  it  there 
by  a  wedge,  ypu  produce  the  same  result  as  you 
would  to  turn  the  lancet  to  a  hopper  closet.  If 
the  plumbing  is  iniiicifect  in  a  pan  closet,  or  the 
faucet  leaks,  the  water  runs  to  waste  equally  with 
the  hopper  closet.  Neithev  do  I  believe  that  it 
will  be  economy  to  nfci/j  tin-  intstr  oitirrli/  in  some 
portions  of  the  city  where  the  drainage  is  low  and 
imperfect  on  account,  of  low  grade,  as  no  doubt 
there  would  be  serious  trouble  with  the  sewers  in 
a  very  short  time.  Gentlemen  may  say  that  the 
ordinance  does  not  compel  the  changing  the  hop- 
per to  a  pan  closet,  but  every  person  knows  that  if 
you  charge  one  dollar  lor  a  pan  closet  and  ten  dol- 
lars for  a  hopper  closet  it  is  virtually  prohibiting 
the  use  of  the  hopper  closet.  I  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  true  policy  for  the  city  of  Boston  is 
to  incrra.sr  tin-  sii/ijiIi/  nf  inilrf  to  its  citizens,  and 
no  doubt  they  will  cheerfully  submit  to  whatever 
the  expense  inay  be. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
djourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    3,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  nt  ton.' o'clock  P.  Ml., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— Charles  H.  Scollay,  with  rank  of 
sergeant,  for  duty  as  mate  on  the  police  boat. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  1  >epa.rtinent— Byron  P. 
Bragdon,  for  lieutenant;  James  Magee,  for  ser- 
geant. 

Constable— Robert  P.  Piles. 

OKDEKS  OF    NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  following  orders  of  notice  were  considejed  : 

On  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Ninth 
street,  between  I  and  K  streets ;  on  expediency  ot 
constructing  a  sewer  in  Emerson  street,  between 
Third  and  Dorchester  streets.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  orders  and  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  BEFEEBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Henry  W. 
Bragg,  to  be  paid  for  services  and  expenses  ren- 
dered to  the  city  of  Charlestown  prior  to  annexa- 
tion. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  port  of  the 
Board.  A.  P.  Newman,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  sta- 
ble for  two  more  horses  on  Thorndike  place,  Ward 
15. 

Crane  &  Johnson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  seven  horses  on  Head  street. 

Moses  TV.  Cobb,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Summit  avenue. 

J.  TVillworth.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  one  horse  on  Munroe  street,  No.  84. 

E.  R.  Wilson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  on  Sixth  street.  No.  698. 

Robinson,  Steams  &  Derby,  for  leave  to  occupy 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  on  land  of  Butch- 
ers' Slaughtering  Association,  near  North  Beacon 
street. 

J.  B.  V.  Fairbanks,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  five  horses  on  North  Harvard  street, 
Ward  19. 

J\,  Ihr  Cinnmitli  i-ii,i  ( ;,,  in,  ion  on  /In  part  of  the 
Board.  William  Holmes,  for  leave  to  remove  a 
tree  in  front  of  No.  1  Bellevue  street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Mrs.  L.  11.  Wing 
for  leave  to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  25  Bed- 
ford street. 

Herman  Cohen,  for  license  as  auctioneer. 

To  the  Com/m/ittee  on  Lamps,  s;.  b.  Pratt  etal., 
that  the  lamps  on  Forest  Hill  street  near  Morton 
street  be  lighted  each  night. 

To  the  <  •(mini itli ■<■  an  Sewers.  Isaac  New  el  ,,/., 
that  the  Third-street  sewer  be  extended  from  O  to 
N  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pai'iinj.  John  Cuinmuigs 
et  al.,  for  edgestones  on  London  street  from  No. 
184  to  194. 

Boston  Beer  Co.  etal.,  that  Bolton  street  be 
graded  and  paved  from  C  to  D  street. 

Edward  Bangs  et  nl.,  trustees,  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  Nos.  90,  98  and  100,  and  104  to  130  Water 
street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  for  a  location  of  an 
additional  track  in  Washington  street  from  Boyl- 
ston  street  to  Milk  street;  also  a  track  in  Milk 
street  from  Washington  to  llawley  street  or  Arch 
street,  thence  through  Hawley  or  Arch  street, 
to  connect  with  the  tracks  of  said  road  now 
laid  in  Summer  street,  with  suitable  curves  and 
connections;  together  with  the  right  to  change 
the  location  of  track  now  laid  in  Washington 
street  from  Hoy  Is  ton  street  to  Milk  street. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay 
tracks  as  above  mentioned,  in  connection  with  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co. 

Ira  A.  Medbury  et  al.,  that  a  street  crossing  and 
cesspool  lie  built  at  corner  of  Porest  avenue  and 
"Warren  street. 

George  Lawton  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Union  Freight  Railioad  Company 
into  the  centre  of  Atlantic  avenue  at  its  junction 
with  federal  street. 

Frank  R.  Jones  et  al.,  for  a  brie'e  sidewalk  on 
Halleck  street,  near  Ruggles  street. 

Mary  G.  P.  Stevens,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
aces  on  Day  street. 

Eliza  M.  Dyer  et  at.,  that  the  grade  of  Blue  Hill 


a\  enue  from  Jamaica  street  to  the  railroad  be  es- 
tablished. 

Order  to  grant  an  additional  track  to  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  at  foot  of  Leverett  street. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Walnut  street,  near 
Ericsson  street,  Ward  16. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Russell  court,  Ward 
15. 

Order  to  pay  Morrill  P.  Berry  $73.15,  for  attend- 
ance as  Constable  at  the  Southern  District  Mu- 
nicipal Court. 

Order  to  give  the  names  of  Waterloo  street  and 
Sydney  place  to  cartain  ways  in  Ward  16. 

'Order  to  grade  ami  macadamize  Charles  street, 
Ward  16,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1000. 

Order  to  lay  sidewalks  at  78-82  Bennington 
street. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  to'  allow  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to 
expend  an  additional  amount  of  §800  for  fences, 
etc. 

Order  to  allon  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $203.50,  for  the  improvement  of  Eagle 
square,  South  iloston. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  $112.50,  for 
purchase  of  loam,  etc. 

Severally  passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  to  amend  section  40  of  the  Rules  and  Reg- 
ulations; of  Hoard  ot  Aldermen,  so  as  to  allow  the 
baiting  of  horses  of  licensed  teams  in  the  public 
streets.    Passed. 


Petitions  of  Michael  Slieedy.  Henry  Fallon  and 
N.  S.  Wilbur.     Severally  referred. 

Mayor's  message  (City  Doc.  No.  88),  suggesting 
that  immediate  action  lie  taken  to  secure  addition- 
al water  supply.    1  laced  on  file. 

Re t  and  order  for  Mayor  to  join  the  Select- 
men of  Na tick  in  a  petition  to  next  Legislature 
for  authority  to  construct  a  sewer  to  divert  the 
waters  of  Pegan  Brook  from  Lake  Cochituate. 
Order  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  ThoiiiasMcDonougb.ro  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  on  Dover-street  Bridge.    Accepted. 

Order 'for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  on 
subject  of  regulating  the  transportation  of  cattle 
in  public  streets.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  in  a  new  draft  for  Mayor  I o 
petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  raise  the 
Dedham-street  territory.  Order  in  new  draft 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  Joseph  P.  Paul  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Bristol  street.  Order 
passed . 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  land  for  a  public  park  or  parks, 
by  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthinglon—  I  trust  that  the  Alder- 
man will  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  important  to  pass 
this  order  at  the  present  meeting,  otherwise  the 
sixty  days  in  which  it  is  allowed  to  file  the  peti- 
tion wi'l  have  gone  by.  The  law  requires  that  the 
Mayor  shall  give  sixty  days' public  rotice  of  the 
petition,  ami  if  we  do  not  give  that  notice  we  shall 


I,  th 


ll    should 


Commission  shall  reconim 
park.  We  have  no  such  a 
order  proposes  to  ask  for 
missiouers  power  to  rake  1 
valuation,  in  case  the  Citj 
such  action  expedient. 

The  Chairman— The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  the  Board  will  think 
proper  to  pass  that  order.  1  can  See  no  objection 
to  it.  The  subject  must  come  before  the  Council 
for  concurrent  action  before  anything  can  be 
done  in  the  way  of  taking  land  for  parks.  This 
order  commi Is 'us  to  no  scheme  for  parks  in  any 
way.  II  is  a  verv  similar  order  to  one  before  the 
Board  last  year,  when  it  was  considerably  dis- 
cussed by  some  members.  As  we  have  a  Commis- 
sion on  Parks,  i  think  the  least  we  can  do  is  to 
obtain  authority,  so  thai  if  occasion  demands  it 
land  can  lie  taken  by  authority  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. There  can  be'  nothing  harmful  about  the 
order,  as  it  only  asks  to  give  authority  to  take 
land,  and  commits  us  to  no" scheme  for  a  park.  I 
hope  the  Hoard  wib  pass  the  order. 
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Alderman  Cutter— I  made  the  motion  to  lay  on 
he  table  because  like  all  other  case-  which  it  is 
lesired  to  push  through  on  their  demerits  instead 
if  their  merit-,  it  is  put  in  here  at  the  last  mo- 
nent,  and  ,-u  attempt  is  made  to  force  it  through 
vithout  due  consideration.  I  beg  this  Board  to 
muse  before  they  launch  out  on  this  extravagant 
neasure.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  it 
rill  do  no  harm.  That  same  remark  is  made  of 
iverv  oruer  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  le°-i?la- 
ive "  authority.  I  have  watched  the  result 
n  this  Board,  and  I  know  that  now  is 
he  time  for  doing  harm.  Pass  this  or- 
ler  and  we  will  commit  the  city-  to  a  large  expen- 
diture and  add  twenty  millions  to  our  debt.  Does 
lot  that  do  harm?  We  have  other  large  expendi- 
urestomake;  we  will  have  to  provide  a  Court 
louse;  we  must  secure  an  adequate  water  supply, 
vhich  today  i~  running  very  low.  It  becomes  us 
o  look  out  for  the  necessaries  for  our  families; 
ve  must  provide  beef  and  pork  and  other  neces- 
aiies  btfore  we  indulge  in  luxuries.  It  will  be  in 
>ad  taste  for  this  Hoard  to  commit  the  City  Coun- 
il  to  this  scheme,  which  is  pushed  by  men  who 
lave  land  to  sell;  it  comes  in  here  not  with 
,nv  public  interest  at  its  back,  but  in  the 
nterest  of  private  speculators.  Where  are  your 
letitioners  for  a  park?  Where  is  the  report  of 
our  Park  Commission?  Have  they  given  you 
nv  intelligence  upon  this  subject?  What  were 
hev  appointed  for  if  it  was  not  to  gain  informa- 
ioii  upon  this  subject  and  report  to  the  City  Gov- 
rnment?  We  have  heard  nothing  from  them, 
nd  yet  we  are  asked  to  push  this  thing  through 
t  the  last  moment  without  a  moment's  considera- 
ion.    I  say  it  is  in  bad  taste  for  this  Board  to  do 


or  the  purpose  of  allowing  further  debate. 

Alderman  Peters — When  I  was  first  elected  to 
he  Board  of  Aldermen  I  supposed  and  hoped  I 
hould  have  the  privilege  of  voting  to  take  some 
teps  towards  the  laying  out  of  a  park  ;  but  as  the 
ffairs  of  the  citv  are  at  present,  I  shall  vote  to 
ry  this  matter  upon  the  table.  The  important 
abject  of  a  water  supply,  which  must  be  acted 
pon,  will  be  as  much  as  the  city  can  bear  this 
ear  in  the  way  of  large  expenditure.  Another 
hing,  the  land  "which  the  city  will  want  for  a  park 
-  fallinir  in  price  today,  and'  next  year  it  will  be 
null  cheaper.  I  think  that  as  the  Park  Commis- 
ion  have  made  no  report,  perhaps  they  may  con- 
ider  i;  inexpedient  to  have  a  park  at  all.  I  think 
his  order  had  better  lie  upon  the  table  till  the 
'ity  Council  rakes  a  supply  of  water. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  not  over-sensitive  in  re- 
ard  to  a  supposed  lack  of  etiquette  m  transact- 
rg  city  business ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
ri.ivci  inn -it  ought  to  have  some  little  respect  for 
lie  Park  Commissioners.  This  order  is  certainly 
ere  without  their  concurrence.  His  Honor  the 
layorwasa  well-known  advocate  of  a  park  at 
ue"beginning  of  the  year,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
he  order  has  his  approval.  It  has  not  mine.  As 
3  the  necessity  of  haste,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
lie  Legislature  suspending  the  rules  if  the  city  of 
loston  goes  there  and  asks  for  action  in  re- 
ard  to  this  matter;  so  there  is  no  neces- 
ity  for  pressing  it  on  that  account, 
think  we  should  wait  until  ire  get  some  report 
torn  the  Park  Commissioners.  The  members  of 
iiat  commission  have  always  responded  when  his 
[onor  the  Mayor,  as  chairman,  has  called  them 
igether,  and  I  think  that  if  he  had  deemed  any 
ach  action  as  this  necessary  he  would  have  ad- 
ocated  it.  But  he  has  not,  or  if  he  has  I  have 
ever  heard  of  it.  The  order  should  lie  on  the 
ible  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  anticipate 
aat  any  discussion  of  the  park  question  would 
onie  up  at  this  time,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
lto  one  now.  But  I  do  propose  that  this  Board 
hall  understand  how  this  matter  is  to  stand, 
he  Legislature  has  made  a  law  that  in  every- 
ling  that  is  coming  before  it  which  inter- 
ires  with  towns  they  shall  have  sixty  days' 
otice.    The  gentleman  from  Ward  12   says  there 

1  no  question  about  their  suspending  the  rules, 
here  may  be  no  question  about  it,  but  that  is  not 
hat  we  want.  We  want  the  people  to  know 
bout  this  matter  of  a  park ;  we  want  the  Legisla- 
te to  know,  sixty  days  beforehand,  that  we  are 
oing  to  ask  for  authority  to  take  land  for  a  park. 
fe  are  not  committing  the  City  Government  to 
ay  scheme ;  nor  will  it  commit  the  Alderman 
•om  Ware  6  to  one,  and  it  looks  very  much   as  if 

2  were  not  willing  to  trust  the  voters  of  this  city, 


and  as  if  he  was  saying  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Government  that  they  shall  not  get  it  for  another 
year.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  the  voters  of 
Boston.  It  thev  are  not  willing  to  vote  for  a  park, 
they  will  vote  against  it.  I  believe  the  people  of 
Boston  will  have  their  own  way  about  this  thing. 
We  want  to  give  the  notice  that  the  State  law  says 
the  people  ai  e  entitled  to  have,  that  we  intend  to 
apply  for  authority  to  take  land  for  a  park  if  the 
people  of  Boston  wish  it— nothing  more.  It  is 
idle  for  us  to  get  up  here  and  discuss  the  general 
subject  of  parks.  That  is  a  subject  for  the  people 
of  Boston  to  discuss.  They  will  take  that  matter 
in  hand  and  discuss  it  themselves,  and  when  they 
make  up  their  minds  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6, 
or  12,  or  14,  will  have  to  obey  their  wishes  or  re- 
tire. The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  says  this  is  a 
scheme  for  laud  sellers.  I  do  not  know  of  one 
land  owner  who  comes  in  here  and  asks  for  a 
park.  It  is  the  people  of  Boston  who  are  debating 
this  question.  Another  member  says  the  Park 
Commissioners  have  not  asked  for  ii.  That  is 
true,  but  ib  is  well  known  that  the  commissioners 
have  suggested,  that  they  have  no  power  to  take 
land,  and  if  we  wane  it"  we  must  get  it  from  the 
Legislature.  I  will  illustrate  that  b\  one  simple 
statement.  When  the  chairman  of  the  assessors 
went  out  to  what  is  called  Muddy  Brook  Park, 
the  owners  came  to  him  and  told  him  they  had 
land  that  was  perfectly  worthless,  and  they  de- 
sired him  to  assess  it  at  sin  per  acre.  He  said  it 
was  worth  much  moie.  The  idea  came  to  him  that 
this  was  a  place  for  a  park,  and  if  we  could  buy 
that  land  for  §10  an  acre  we  ought  to  do  it.  He  be- 
lieving that,  goe-  before  the  Park  Commissioners 
and  advocates  it.  It  takes  well  with  the  commis- 
sioners ;  they  think  favorably  of  it;  the  people 
think  favorably  of  it.  What  is  the  result?  One 
gentleman  say's,  "You  are  talking  about  S10  an 
acre  for  that  land;  you  cannot  have  it  for  less 
than  $250  an  acre."  That  is  the  point  to  be  con- 
sidered if  we  are  to  take  land  for  a  park;  that  is 
the  reason  why  we  want  a  law  and  pi  opose  to  give 
them  notice,  and  why  we  do  not  want  to  ask  a  Mis- 
pension  of  the  rules.  We  want  to  do  the  thing 
fandy  and  squarely,  open  and  above  board;  we 
want  the  people  to  know  what  we  ask,  and  we 
do  not  want  to  go  to  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
moment  and  do  what  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
tries  to  make  it  appear  is  trying  to  be  done  here. 
I  am  sure  that  this  suggestion  came  from  the 
Park  Commissioners;  I  believe  the  Mayor  agrees 
with  it ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  although  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  his  views. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  wants  to  do  everything 
squarely  and  above  board,  and  he  wants  to  give 
the  citizens  and  the  Legislature  information,  and 
he  wants  a  great  many  more  things.  I  would  like 
to  know  what  the  Commissioners  on  Parks  were 
appointed  for,  if  it  was  not  for  that  very  purpose. 
But  the  gentleman  wishes  to  forestall  their 
labors.  If  this  order  has  the  sanction  of  the 
Mayor,  it  puts  it  in  a  worse  light  than  before,  for 
it  seems  that,  failing  to  get  this  thing  before  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners,  they  come  inhere 
and  try  to  get  it  through. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  did  not  say  this  order 
had  been  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  hut  I 
thought  he  approved  the  suggestion. 

Alderman  Power— I  understood  the  gentleman 
to  state  that  it  had  the  sanction  of  the  Mayor. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  said  I  thought  it 
would  meet  the  sanction  of  the  Mayor  if  we 
passed  it. 

Alderman  Power— That  may  be.  But  the  Park 
Commissioners  were  appointed  to  get  authentic 
information  upon  tnis  subject.  We  have  held 
many  meetings,  plans  have  been  proposed  and 
submitted,  and  the  ca-c  i>  something  like  that  of 
a  site  for  a  Court  House — we  cannot  get  two  people 
to  agree.  The  gentleman  says  he  does  not  know 
of  any  land  owners  advocating  a  park.  I  can  say 
from  my  own  experience  that  a  pretty  good  sprin- 
kling of  land  speculators  were  at  those  hearings. 
We  have  responded  to  the  call  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  attended  all  the  meetings;  and  when 
he  thinks  it  is  the  proper  time  to  ask  for  this  au- 
thority I  believe  the  Mayor  will  call  the  commis- 
sion together  lor  that  purpose.  I  think  a  report 
from  them  would  be  more  appropriate.  If  the 
gentleman  will  put  in  an  order  of  inquiry,!  should 
have  no  objection.  But  I  think  this  order  had 
better  lie  on  the  table  until  that  is  done.  The 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  give  informa- 
tion, and  they  are  the  most  competent  to  pass 
upon  this  subject.  When  you  get  a  report  from 
them  you  will  know  what  authority  to  ask  for. 
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Alderman  WprtWngton.— 1  fully  agree  with  the 
Alderman  from  "Ward  12  in  regard  to  what  the 
commissioners  were  appointed  for.  They  were  to 
recommend  what  land.sshould  betaken.  But  they 
have  suggested  that  the  commission  has  no  au- 
thority to  take  lands,  and  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
branch  has  put  in  this  order  to  secure  that' 
authority.  They  can  now  only  look  at  a  piece  of 
land  ami  say  that  i+  is  suitable  for  a  park.  Is  it 
wise  to  be  prepared  to  do  a  certain  thing? 
If  we  go  to  the  Legislature  we  must  com- 
ply with  a  certain  law;  otherwise  we  can  do 
nothing.  The  commissioners  are  doing  all  that 
they  were  appointed  to  do;  hut  they  have  no 
authority  to  go  to  the  Legislature.  It  is  not  their 
business'  to  come  to  us  and  ask  us  to  go  to  the 
Legislature.  It  is  our  business  to  go  there  and 
obtain  the  authority  to  authorize  them  to  take 
lands. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  stated  how  safe  it  was  to  rely  on  the 
people's  vote.  It  is  generally  so;  but  it  is  not  so 
when  the  people  are  not  properly  educated.  When 
the  people  have  been  educated  in  this  matter  by 
the  press,  who  are  interested  in  the  lands,  and 
speculate  in  them,  then,  I  say,  it  is  not  safe  to 
trust  the  people.  How  was  it  about  l'.righton? 
The  Selectmen  recommended  the  purchase  of  Wil- 
son's Hotel  for  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  it  is 
worth;  they  did  not  need  it;  they  called  a  town 
meeting  and  it  was  voted.  I  say  the  people  are 
often  deceived  by  the  press,  because  an  interested 
press  has  taken  hold  of  this  matter.  Then,  I  think  it 
is  better  for  this  Lark  Commission  to  speak  upon 
this  matter  than  for  us  to  pass  it  first ;  and  it  had 
better  be  referred  to  them.  It  will  do  no  harm  if 
it  lies  over  another  year.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  17  says,  land  has  been  falling,  and  it 
will  keep  on.  Every  day's  delay  will  be  money 
saved. 

Alderman  "Worthington — I  am  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  gentleman  speak  of  the  press 
speculating  in  land.  I  never  knew  a  member  of 
the  press  to  speculate  in  land.  They  have  other 
business  that  must  he  attended  to,  and  which  re- 
quires all  their  time.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
one  or  two  members  of  the  press  have  left 
their  business  to  attend  to  other  mattter,  much 
to  their  dis  id  vantage.  But  I  never  knew 
any  of  them  to  speculate  in  lands.  I  know 
that  there  is  no  member  of  the  press  today  who  is 
advocating  a  park  with  the  idea  ot  making  a  dol- 
lar out  of  it ;  on  the  contrary  it  looks  as  if  certain 
large  real  estate  on  nets  are  trying  to  prevent  this 
thing  for  fear  they  will  have  to  pay  taxes  for  an 
improvement  which  the  people  wish  to  secure  in 
order  to  promote  the  public  good  and  health  here- 
after. We  are  not  legislating  for  the  present 
time.  We  should  be  wise  now,  that  those  who  fol- 
low us  may  be  benefited  hy  what  we  do.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  spoke  of  what  was  done 
hy  this  commission.  If  he  had  been  posted 
he  would  have  seen  that  a  member  of  this 
commission  offered  this  order  in  the  Council 
and  advocated  it,  and  it  was  carried  through,  i 
do  not  know  what  the  purchase  of  the  hotel  in  r 
Brighton  has  to  do  with  the  park  or  the  wisdom  or 
education  of  the  people.  I  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Brighton  were  wiser  than  the  people  of 
Boston.  They  looked  out  to  see  that  they  had 
proper  buildings.  Look  at  their  engine  house, 
schoolhouses  and  Public  Library.  Did  they  not 
prepare  themselves  with  what  they  wanted  before 
coming  into  Boston?  Were  they  not  well  pre- 
pared? I  remember  the  story  of*  an  old  gentle- 
man who  took  \\  hat  pa\  he  wanted  lief  ore  he  asked 
for  it.  They  took  what  they  wanted,  and  the  city 
has  got  to  pay  for  it.  And  'hey  were  wise  in  buy- 
ing that  hotel,  which  the  Committee  on  Paving 
are  now  using  to  a  good  purpose. 

Alderman  Let  ts— Another  reason  is  the  extrav- 
agant valuation  of  land  by  t.ie  assessors.  If  land 
is  to  be  taken  it  will  be  at  the  valuation  at  which 
the  city  receives  taxes  from  it.  The  land  that  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  speaks  of  is  not 
land  at  all;  it  is  a  largi  district  covered  with  rock. 
I  think  the  gentleman's  argument  about  Brighton 
is  wr.mg.  The  people  of  Boston  voted  to  take 
Brighton  in  and  pay  the  bills. 

Al  Ionian  Eiuerv  I  regret  that  members  have 
gone  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  park  ques- 
tion atthi  time.  11  i  notour  duty  to  do  so  now. 
I  care  not  what  the  opinions  of    this   man  or  that 


right  at  all  limes,  whenever  they  think  it  proper, 
to  take  such  land  as  may  he  necessary  for  a  park. 
There  is  no  reason — none  can    be  given— why  the 


people  should  have  legislation  giving  them  that 
right.  That  question  cannot  be  successfully  dis- 
puted. The  Park  Commission  have  had  no  occasion 
to  ask  for  this  authority  ;  the  Legislature  has  not 
been  m  session.  But  now  is  the  time  to  have  the 
authority,  so  that  if  occasion  offers,  the  land  may 
be  taken  if  the  city  deems  it  best  to  do  so  The 
people  do  not  want'  their  hands  tied  in  this  matter. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  people  generally  would  pre- 
fer that  we  should  have  this  authority,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Hall — I  shall  oppose  this  order,  after 
hearing  this  discussion,  for  this  reason.  It; 
is  to  give  the  Mayor  power  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  land.  If 
that  is  not  the  meaning  of  it,  I  do  not  know  the 
meaning  of  words.  [The  Alderman  read  the  or- 
der.]   Is  that  a  republican   form   ot  government? 

Alderman  Emery — Are  they  not  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council? 

Alderman  Hall— Hut  is  that  a  republican  form 
cf  government?  That  is  what  you  propose  to  do. 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  for  any  order  to  allow  the 
Mayor  to  appoint  any  more  commissioners.  If  we 
are  to  have  commissions  let  them  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  so  as  to  be  removed  at  any 
time. 

■-  Alderman  Cutter  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and' 
nays,  and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table — yeas 
8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  ]'•  igelow.  Cutter,  Harris,  Hall, 
Prescott,  Peters,  Power,  Stebbins— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Worth- 
ington—4. 

Report  and  order  in  a  new  draft  to  connect  the 
standpine  in  the  Public  Library  liuilding  with  the 
high  service,  at  a  cost  of  S'iaiio,  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Reserved  Fund.  Order  passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
water  rates.    (City  Doc.  No.  91.)    Passed. 

Request  of  Board  of  Health  for  transfer  of 
¥12011  from  item  ot  "Quarantine"  to  item  "Steam- 
er Samuel  Little."  Referred  to  the  Joint  Commit 
tee  on  Health. 
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Ballast  Inspector,  on  accounted'  bodily  infirmity, 
and  requesting  an  examination  of 'the  doings 
of  his  office  by  a  .committee  of  the  City  Council. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor,  and  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  Re- 
port for  quarter  ending  Oct.  :!1  -Cash  received  for 
rent-  of  stalls,  $13,340.25;  do.  for  stalls,  S6920.25J 
do.  for  permanent  outside  stand-,  .  7  1.,  I :  total  re- 
ceipts, S27,1i;ii.sii,  which  were  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury.   Placed  on  file. 

thtMMhtendent  of  Sewers,  communications 
transmit  ting  schedules  of  cost  of  consi  meting 
sowers  in  the  following-!) amed  street's":  North  An- 
derson, Emerson,  Paris,  Prescott.  'I  bird.  Itegent 
and  Circuit,  Ericsson,  Adams,  P.ird,  Princeton, 
AVatert'ord,  CIclsea  and  Putnam,  Mecnanic,  We-t- 

and  Fountain,     Referred  to  < oiniiiitt ee  oil  Sewers. 
BONDS  APPROVED. 

-The  bonds  of  Franklin  T.  Rose  and  several 
other  constables  were  presented,  duly  certified  by 
the  City  Treasurer,  and  were  ap>  roved  bv  the 
Board. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  reports  severally  recommend- 
ing leave  to  withdraw  on    petitions    of  W.    Elliot 

W I  ward,  to  be    compensate. I     for    damages   on 

acpount  of  alleged  breach  of  contract  with  Ihe 
city;  and  on  petition  of  Catherine  Kisker,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
alleged  defect  in  llalleck  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

CAVING   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  i  eports  with  the  following  orders  : 

Order  to  pay  Henry  A.  Johnson  ¥70(11),  for  grade 
damages  at  J.'i  and  Si  Kilby  street,  caused  by  rais- 
ing the  grade  of  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestpnes  and 
nave  the  sidewalks  on  11  street,  between  Kroad- 
way  and  Emerson  street,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed   to  pave  Athens  street,  between  P.  and  C 
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streets,  with  trarnettized  spruce  blocks ;  also,  to 
furnish  and  set  the  edgestoncs  and  pave  the  side- 
walks on  said  street.  Estimated  cost,  84000. 
■Ordered,  That  the  Supei intendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  H  street,  between  Broadway  and 
Emerson  street,  and  report  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
to  this  Board. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Brooks  street, 
between  Saratoga  and  Chelsea  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Ordered, -That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the. sidewalks  on  Prescott  street, 
between  Saratoga  and  Trenton  streets,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense : 
thereof, 
^Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  the  unpaved  sidewalks  on 
Bennington  street,  between  Central  square  and.. 
Marion  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched-. 
ule  of  the  expense  thereof.  — : 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
P,ower.  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to  . 
Mary  Dhninock,  wif e  of  Samuel  1  Hniinoek,  to  xe- . 
move  all  obstructions  in  front  of  her  estate  on 
Magazine  street  extending  over  the  line  of  said 
street,  within  ten  day* :  and  in  default  thereof  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  . 
remove  said  obstructions  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  thereof. 

Passed. 

HOUSE    RAILROAD     TRACKS    IX    WASHIXGTOX 
STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports — 

On  the  xietition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  for  additional  locations  in  "Washington, 
Milk  and  other  streets— Report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
the  subject  Monday,  Nov.  23,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
when  any  person  objecting  to  the  granting  of 
said  petition  may  appear  and  be  heard, 

"On  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad,  for  location 
of  tracks  in  Haymarket  square,  given  to  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Ju^e  29,  1874 — Report  with 
order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday, 
Nov,  23,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  all  parties  ob- 
jecting to  the  granting  of  said  petition  may  ap- 
pear and  be  heard. 

On  petition  of  Citizen-;1  Gas  Light  Companv  for 
consent  and  authority  to  dig  up  and  open  the 
ground*  in  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways 
of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  gas  mains, 
etc. — Report,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a  heai  ing 
on  Monday,  Nov.  9,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when 
any  person  objecting  to  the  granting  of  said  peti- 
tion may  appear  and  be  heard. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 

Reports,  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Mary  E.  Murphy,  for  grade 
damages  on  Silver  street;  A.  P.  Upton  et  dl:,fOt  - 
flagstone  crossings  on  Tremont  street,  between 
Dover  street  and  Chester  square ;  A.  D.  AVilhams, 
for  edgestones  on  portions  of  Perry  court,  for  the 
reason  that  Perry  court  is  not  a  public  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Proctor  &  Jones,  for  leave 
to  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  corner  of  Charles  and 
Leverett  streets,  recommending  that  a  license  be 
granted  upon  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

The  chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Armories  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  .- .3ui.)ii.  submitted  a  report  with  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories  the 
sum  of  S5000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington.  the  order 
was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Peters— I  see  bv  the  request  of  the 
committee  that  only  $2169.15  was  asked  for,  but 
the  order  says  .--.">0ntf.  . 

Alderman  Worthington— The  two'  thousand  dol- 
lars is  the  actual  amount  we  are  bound  to  pav  out 
today.  "We  must  have  that  amount  to  pa'v  the 
bills:  There  are  other  expense*  to  be  incurred  be- 
tween this  and  next  May  that  we  must  meet:  but 
it  is  the  feeling  of  the  committee  that  thev  will 
not  spend  any  more  monev  than  thev  are  com--  - 
pelled  to  bv  the  law  of  the  State.  I  have  a  letter 
in  my  pocket  from  the  Adjutant  General  condem- 


ning three  armories,  rind  requiring  that  they  shall 
be  put  in  order  by  the  city  of  Boston.  If  we  put 
them  in  order  we  shall  have  to  spend  I  know  not 
how  much  money.  The  State  law  compels  us  to 
furnish  closets  for  the  uniforms  and  gun  racks. 
If  we  are  required  to  do  that  we  may  have  to  come 
to  this  Board  for  an  addition  to  this  85000c 

Alderman  Peters— Does  the  State  pay  back  any 
money  to  the  city? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  State  pavs  back 
§600  rent  for  each  armory  per  year,  but  it  does  not 
repay  us  for  the  repair*  and  putting  in  closets  and 
gun  racks.  They  pay  back  for  rent  of  Major's 
headquarter.-,  such  as  we  gave  Major  Gaul  last 
week,  8300  per  year.  We  are  now  paying  (in  addi- 
tion to  the  rent*  paid  for  the  occupation  of  armo- 
ries in  the  city  last  year)  .8300  per,  annum  for  an 
armory  in  West  Roxbury  and  82400  for  rents  of 
armories  in  the  Charlestown  District.  We  have 
also  paid  for  repairing  and  properly  fitting  up 
armories  in  Charlestown  81225  the  present  season. 
The  repairs  mentioned  were  in  every  case  a  neces- 
sity, and  ought  to  have  been  attended  to  before. 
Thus,  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  and  di- 
rectly on  account  of  annexation  amount  to  §3925 
— this  sum  of  course  being  in  addition  to  the  reg- 
ular and  growing  expenses  of  rents  and  renairs 
for  the  armorie-  located  in  the  citv  proper,  Rox- 
bury, East  Boston  and  Dorchester.  'At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  the  committee  thought  that  it 
was"  barely  possible  that  an  appropriation  of 
825,000  would  be  sufficient,  and  asked  for  only 
that  sum.  But  during  the  spring  the  militia  act 
was  amended  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  there 
is  now  a  strict  law  1  eganling  the  disposition  and 
care  of  uniforms  and  proper  places  being  provid- 
ed for  them  in  armories,  which  latter  the"  city  are 
bound  to  furnish  ai_d  fit  up  suitably.  New'  uni- 
forms have  been  issued  to  a  large  number  of  com- 
panies, and  of  course  proper  places  in  which  to 
bestow  tbem  were  promptly  petitioned  for  by  the 
several  companies,  and  various  sums  of  money 
had  to  be  appropriated  in  order  to  meet  the  neees"- 
sities  of  the  case.  The  appropriation  of  8600  for 
repairing  and  fitting  up  the  East  Boston  Armory 
Building  m-  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the 
partial  destruction  of  the  building  by  fire.  Last 
year,  with  an  appropriation  of  823. 000.  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories  had  twenty-eight  armories— 
including  battalion  headquarters— to  provide  for. 
This  year  the  committee,  with  825.000.  have  thirty- 
eight:  armories  to  provide  for.  The  natural  aiid 
proportionate  increase  of  expenses  in  the  depart- 
ment woidd  be  something  like  8S000  over  last 
year.  If  the  85000  additional,  which  the  commit- 
tee now  ask  for,  is  erranted,  the  expense  will 
amount  to  only  87000  over  last  year. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0 — and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Sherwood  Healv, 
to  hold  a  fair  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  on 
and  after  Nov.  16,  for  about  four  weeks;  E.  S. 
Washburn,  to  exhibit  dancing  and  magic  at  Curtis 
Hall  on  Nov.  19:  Richings  troupe,  to  rive  concerts 
at  Tremont  Temple  for  a  week  from  Nov.  2. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Henrv  W.  Shepard,  355 
Main  street,  Charlestown ;  Albert  E.  Shaw,  IS 
Kneeland  street. 

"Wagon  Licenses  Granted— William  Harlow,  154 
Dorchester  avenue;  George  Young,  166  State 
street;  John  Twomey,  170  London  street:  Daniel 
Magrath.  42  Norfolk  avenue:  Stephen  Brennan, 
3  Gouch  street ;  Bent  &  Cady  and  three  others 
(transfers'). 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Stephen  Grady, 
2  Decatur  street;  Bartholomew  sdiohan.  959  Tre- 
mont street;  J.  N.  Healy.  305  Federal  -treet:  Stur- 
gis  &  Coleman,  57  Marginal  street:  Smith  &  Un- 
derwood. 9  and  11  Exchange  place:  Horace  M. 
Barlow,  S01  Tremont  street. 

Tunholder's  License  Granted— C.  H.  Sherman,  37 
Green  street. 

uses  Refused-^B.  F.  Tavlor.  34 
mk  A.  (  aswell.59  and  (il'Shaw- 
memann,  15  Eliot  street :  l'hilip 


Victuallers 
Cresc 
mut  ; 
Cohei 


Innholdei-s-  I.,,  ,  ,  -,..  ;;,  ,  ,.,.,;_ j.  -\v.  liuiikett. 
S  Chickeriiig  place;  Asa  Swett  &  Co..  200  and  20S 
Eliot  -treet. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Eliza  A.  Roberts, 
5  Phillips  street:  Edgar  Foster.  tin;  Wa-hin<  ton 
street;  .Mrs.  J.  R.  Dickson.  Ebon  Hall.  Ward  17. 

Minors  Applications  Granted  —  seven  news- 
boys. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— James  A.  Riedell  (two 


598 


BOARD       OF       AJLDERMEN 


hacks),  129  Eliot  street;  M.  J.  Reaxdon, 
Dartmouth  and  Beacon  streets;  Frank  J.  Ellis, 
corner  Clarendon  aad  Marllioiough  streets;  Bos- 
ton Hotel  Coach  Company  and  others  (transfer*). 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  lhat  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Frank  Libhy,  a  minor,  to  sell  papers,  be  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SMOKING  IN  WARDROOMS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
1'ulilic  Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  rhe  peti- 
tion of  W.  F.  Mallalieu  and  others,  that  smoking 
be  prohibited  in  the  wardroom  of  Ward  12  on 
election  days,  submitted  a  report  that  the  control 
of  wardrooms  on  election  day  is  in  the  nanus  of 
the  ward  officers,  and  does  "not  belong,  in  their 
judgment,  to  the  Committee  or  Superintendent  of 
'Public  Buddings.  Accepted  and  sent  down. 
STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  anil  boil- 
ers as  follows;  Robert  Fia.nipton,  boylston  street, 
"Ward  17;  Porter  &  Co.,  613  Atlantic  avenue; 
George  &  Proctor,  corner  of  K  and  First  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 

FANEUIL     HALL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall,  submitted  a 'report,  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  L.  Foster  .Morse  ct  al..  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  3,  after 
the  ball  is  vacated  bv  the  ward  officers.  Accepted. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
on  petition  of  Burnham  Wardwell  for  free  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall.    Accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  grant  ng  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables,  as  follows:  Elmer  C.  Gordon,  No. 
1  Thornton  place;  T.Kellv,  3ii  Elmore  street;  John 
Green,  North  Beacon  street;  Robert  McMurty, 
North  Beacon  street,  corner  of  Gordon;  John 
Devine,  on  Keys  lot,  Eighth  street,  near  South 
street,  Ward  1?';  Charles  Simmons,  Berry  street, 
near  Central  street,  Ward  17;  Patrick  <  onooy, 
Keves  street,  near  Centre  street;  C.  (ami  ell  ct 
Son,  on  private  wav,  oil  Walk  Hill  street ;  F.  D. 
Osgood,  56  Cedar  street,  Ward  15.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  and  re- 
ports as  follows: 

Orders  to  pay  for  street  damages— 1<  ittv  Asso- 
ciate-, S2f.:.(i.  widening  Washington  sheet  at  Elm 
street;  Fittv  Associates,  s;;oio,  widening  Brattle 
street;  D.  B.  Flint,  S2'J7.:U,  widening  Cottage 
street;  Charles  F.  Bradford,  .s-.W7.D0,  widening 
Shawmut  avenue  (now  Washington  street).  Ser- 
erally  read  once.  • 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  C.  H.  B.  Breck,  guardian,  for  abate- 
ment of  betterment  assessment  on  higelow  street; 
and  report  that  no  further  action  is  required  on 
petition  of  Daniel  Norton,  Jr.,  it  til.,  that  the  or- 
der to  quit  on  132-160  Broad  street  be  rescinded, 
as  the  widening  of  the  street  has  been  completed 
and  the  building  disposed  of.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  HARBOR. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  petition  of  George  1  .  Tewksbury  for  lea.ve 
to  remove  ballast  from  Wintlirop  Beach,  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw,  as  the  city  lias  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject  matter  of  the  peti- 
tion.   Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderrnarj  P»wer,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  orders  as  follows: 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
to  construct  common  sewers  as  follows:  In  Ninth 
street,  between  1  and  K  streets  ;  in  Lmerson  street, 
between  Dorchester  and  Third  streets. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to' pay  George  11.  Williams  and  Charles  E. 
Curtis  S3!«t.34,  for  land  and  damages  occasioned  by 
the  improvement  of  Stony  hrook,  by  order  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Stony  lirook  of  the  town  of 
West    Roxbury,Dec.    10,   1872.    Read   twice   and 


SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  as  follows : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Samuel  Little  el  al.,  for  extension  of 
the  building  limits.     Accepted,  and  sent  up. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  permit  to  J.  Homer 
Pierce  toetect  a  wooden  mi  tiding  on  Clayton  street, 
Ward  10.    Order  passed  and  sent  down. 

PUMPING  ENGINES  AT  LAKE    COCHITUATE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ollered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Coehituate  Water  Board  be- 
and  it  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  oper- 
ate pumping  engines  at  Lake  Coehituate  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  expense  to  be 
chaigeil  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Boston 
Water  WTorks. 
Alderman  Stebbins— My  attention  was   called  to- 


that  the  board  might  be  authorized  to  make  the 
expenditure  required,  the  ordinance  providing 
that  no  board  shall  spend  money  for  any  purpose 
except  what  is  specified  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  unless  authorized  by  the  City  Council. 
No  appropriation  for  this  contingency" was  made 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  T  move  that  the 
order  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Hall— Have  -he  Coehituate  Water 
Board  authority  to  connect  with  the  pipes  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  and  use  the  Mystic  water  at 
this  tune  without  any  additional  legislation? 

Alderman  .stebbins — 1  understand  that  the  Co- 
ehituate Mater  Hoard  have  taken  action  on  that 
matter  within  a  day  or  two,  and  requested  the 
Mystic  Board  to  open  the  gate,  if  they  have  any 
water  to  spare,  and  relieve  us  in  our  emergency. 
Whether  any  reply  has  been  received  to  the  re- 
quest I  do  not  know.  I  presume,  however,  that  if 
they  have  any  water  to  spare  they  will  dc  so. 

Alderman  Hall— That  does  not  answer  my  ques- 
tion. I  asked  if  the  City  Council  has  power  to 
order  them  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  to  be  arranged  by 
the  two  boards.  Of  course  any  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  will  he  binding  upon  either 
board. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  a  member  of  the  Coehitu- 
ate Water  Board  I  would  state  that  a  communica- 
tion has  been  sent  to  the  Mystic  Water  Board  to 
state  if  they  can  let  us  have  any  water,  and  if  any 
how  much;  but  that  chmmunication  has  not  been 
answered  as  yet. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  was 
read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

SMITH'S   RIDING  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  Alderman 
Power's  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  granting 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  .1.  M.  Smith,  for 
a  riding-school  stable  in  rear  of  1043  Washington 
street,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  Alderman 
Brooks  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  on  the  part  of  tne  Board. 

Alderman  Hall — I  think  the  Board  will  allow  me 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  question,  inasmuch  as  we 
had  so  many  pleasant  words  a  few  months  since. 
The  other  day  1  received  a  polite  note 
from  the  owner,  requesting  me  to  visit 
that,  stable,  and  ldid  so.  1  found  the  building  well 
constructed,  with  one  exception.  There  is  no 
manure  pit  in  the  building,  nor  a  chimney  to  re- 
move the  ammonia  arising  from  the  manure.  At 
the  present  time  they  are  keeping  some  twenty 
horses  in  an  old,  half  torn-down  building,  and  1 
think  it  would  be  better  for  the  neighborhood  if 
that  old  building  were  torn  down  and  the  horses 
kept  in  the  other  one,  provided  they  build  a  chim- 
ney such  as  they  have  in  all  modern  structures  of 
that  kind.     In  that  case  1  should  be  very  happy  to 


ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  ollered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  the  Hoard  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday,  Nov.  5,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  returns  of  votes  to  be  cast  at  the  Stat* 
elrction  tomorrow. 

Passed,    and   Aldermen    Stebbins,    Peters    and 
Bigelow  were  appointed  said  committee. 
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THE    LATE    ASSISTANT    SUPERINTENDENT    OF   THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Tlie  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  late  William  A. 
Wheeler.  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Library,  be  made  to  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  and  paid  to  his  widow  ;  said  allowance  to  be 
charged  io  the  appropriation  for  the  Public 
Library. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

FANEDIL  HALL  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  reco  m 
mending  the  approval  of  the  transfer  of  lease  of 
Stall  No.  4,  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  from  Ira 
"W.  Hill  to  Kidder  &  Legg,  and  the  change  of 
business  thereby.    Accepted. 

THE  VACANCIES    IN    THE    COCIIIUJATE  WATER 


ilderman  Power— Some  time  last  January  there 
was  a ;  >poi nted  a  committee  to  nominate  members 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  By  section  10  of 
the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders,  committees  are  re- 
quired to  report  in  four  weeks  or  ask  for  further 
time.  As  that  committee  has  had  ample  time,  and 
I  should  not  suppose  that  they  would  require 
much  more,  I  move  that  they  be  required  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  motion,  but,  being  chairman  of 
the  committee,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  the 
reason  why  the  report  has  not  been  made.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  early  in  this  year  a  report 
was  made  to  the  City  Council  recommending  the 
reorganization  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
and  subsequently  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  this 
Board  and  sent  to  the  other  branch, where  it  i's  still 
pending.  It  was  thought  by  members  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  that  it  would  be  hardly  courte- 
ous to  recommend  the  election  of  persons  to  serve 
on  that  board  while  the  matter  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion was  still  pending.  The  ordinance  is  still  lia- 
ble to  be  called  up  and  acted  upon  at  any  time. 
Again,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  competent  per- 
sons to  take  an  office  of  such  an  uncertain  tenure. 
We  might  elect  them  today,  and  the  ordinance 
might  be  taken  up  in  the  other  branch,  though,  of 
course,  the  terms  of  office  of  the  newly 
elected  members  would  then  close.  For 
these  reasons  no  report  has  been  made. 
I  think  it  would  hardly  be  courteous  to  call  upon 
the  committee  to  make  a  report  until  final  action 
on  the  ordinance  is  taken  by  the  other  branch. 
The  nominations  must  go  to  the  other  branchfirst, 
as  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tse  originated  there,  so  that  the  part  of  the  Alder- 
man's motion  requiring  them  to  report  to  this 
Board  would  be  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  all  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  were  to  resign  would  it  be  discourte- 
ous to  elect  new  members? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  a  different  state  of 
things  from  what  exists.  No  members  have  re- 
signed. The  terms  of  the  chairman  and  two  oth- 
er members  have  expired,  as  have  also  the  rerms 
of  three  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
though  I  do  not  know  that  this  special  committee 
have  "power  to  make  nominations  to  fill  vacancies 
in  that  board.  If  the  members  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  had  resigned,  or  if  they  were  incom- 
petent to  do  service,  that  would  be  different;  but 
they  are  still  doing  and  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  service  for  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  no  act  of  discourtesy  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
that  board.  If.  I  am  rightly  informed,  certain 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  do  not 
act  and  have  not  v cted  on  that  board  for  some 
time  ;  therefore  they  have  to  choose  a  temporary 
president  at  each  meeting.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  matter  should  be  acted  upon  now.  The  Pres- 
ident of  that  board,  I  understand,  is  out  of  health 
and  is  very  seldom  at  any  of  the  meetings.  I 
think  it  is' the  duty  of  that  committee  to  report 
nominations  to  fill  tbe  vacancies  in  that  board. 

Alderman  Peters — It  might  have  been  discourt- 
eous for  the  committee  to  report  if  the  ordinance 
had  been  passed  by  both  branches,  but  1  do  not 
think  it  will  be  if  they  are  ordered  to  do  so  by  the 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Power— That  does  not  alter  section  10 
of  the  joint  rules.  It  seems  to  me  tliat  the  com- 
position' of  this  Water  Board  is  what  is  going  to 
decide  this  question  of  whether  tnere  is  to  be  a 
new  regime  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  was 
a  want  of  confidence  in  that  board,  or  else  there 
never  would  have  been  an  attempt   to  make  a 


ehange.  No  one  can  deny  that  there  is  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt  when  that 
matter  .will  be  acted  upon.  If  some  gentle- 
men in  whom  the  community  had  full  and  im- 
plicit confidence  were  selected  to  fill  that  place, 
-10  ehange  would  be  likely  to  be  called  for.  and, 
therefore,  1  think  there  should  no  longer  be  any 
delay  in  this  matter.  There  are  plenty  of  men  in 
the  city  of  Boston  who  are  competent  to  fill  the 
positions,  and  if  such  men  are  chosen  it  will  not 
be  found  necessary  to  make  a  change  in  the 
present  organization.  With  orders  for  820.000 
for  pumps^  etc.,  coming  in  here,  it  shows  the 
necessity  of  having  a  full  Water  Board.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  President  of  that  board  is 
unfitted  by  illness  to  attend  to  his  duties.  Now 
that  svc  are  threatened  with  a  water  famine,  we 
should  have  the  best  talent  and  knowledge  we  can 
get  in  the  management  of  this  board.  The 
committee  ought  to  make  a  report  at  least — 
if  not  to  this  Board,  to  the  other  branch.  I 
will  change  my  motion  so  that  they  shall 
be  required  to  'report  to  the  Common  Council 
at  the  next  meeting.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
my  delay.  We  might  as  well  meet  the  question 
now.  The  public  have  not  confidence  in  the 
present  "Water  Board.  If  we  can  get  men  the 
public  have  confidence  in,  I  think  the  whole  evil 
will  be  remedied,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  a 
commission.  There  are  gentlemen  of  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  integrity  who  will  accept  these 
positions  if  tendered  to  them.  Such  men  have 
been  obtained,  andean  begot  again.  I  think  it 
highly  important  that  action  should  be  taken  at 
this  time 

Alderman  Peters— I  suggest  an  amendment  to 
the  motioc,  requiring  them  to  report  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  on  Nov.  12. 

Alderman  Power— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Aldermm  Stebbins— It  was  not  on  account  of 
any  incompetency  on  the  part  of  the  Cochituate 
"Water  Board  that  the  changes  in  the  ordinance 
were  suggested.  It  was  from  the  suggestions  of 
members  of  the  present  board  and  every  living 
past  President.  They  urged  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing a  small,  compact  board  to  manage  that  im- 
portant department.  That  was  the  testimony  of 
every  ex-President  who  appeared  before  the|com- 
mittee.  They  united  in  saying  that  it  was  too  much 
,o  ask  of  any  set  of  men  to  give  their  time  without 
pay  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  perform  that  duty, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  entire 
time  will  be  required  for  the  next  five  years. 
The  members  of  the  present  Water  Board 
are  not  responsible  for  the  water  famine 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  alludes  to. 
Had  the  advice  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
been  taken  we  should  not  have  been  in  the  condi- 
tion we  are  today.  They  have  been  united  for  sev- 
eral years  past;  they  have  agreed  substantially  in 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board,  and  are  in  no 
wayresDonsible  for  the  condition  that  we  find  our- 
selves in  today— short  of  water.  I  apprehend  that 
if  we  till  the  vacancies  we  shall  still  need  more 
water,  and  we  shall  have  to  have  it,  whether  we 
pump  it  from  Lake  Cochituate  or  take  it  faroni 
Sudbury  Rivei. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  his  motion  in  the 
folio  wing  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  special  committee  appointed 
to  nominate  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Be  ard  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, on  Nov.  12,  suitable  candidates  to  fill  the  ex- 
isting vacancies  in  the  Cochituate  Board. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

STANDPIPES  FOR  SCHOOLHODSES. 

Alderman  Worthington— Some  two  or  three 
months  ago  an  order  was  put  into  this  Board  ask- 
ing the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  t^ 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  standpipes  in 
the  public  schoolliouses  of  the  city  for  protection 
against  fire.  I  would  like  to  inquire  what  action 
has  been  taken  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery— The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildi.  gs  have  had  that  matter  under  considera- 
tion at  different  times,  but  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  report  in  full  as  to  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing such  standpipes  in  the  schoolhoiises.  Va- 
rious considerations  enter  into  that  matter.  Stand- 
pipes  are  of  very  little  use  unless  they  have  a 
steam  pump  or  something  of  that  kind  connected 
with  them,  or  are  operated  by  the  high  service. 
The  committee  will  probably'  report  in  relation  to 
that  matter  within  a  short  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hall,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stooit  adjourned  to  Nov.  5  at  four 
o'clock  P.M. 
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ber  term,  and  eight  additional  traverse  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  November  term  of  the  Superior 
Criurin  rl  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pa  vine/.  Trinity  Church  et 
al.,  for  a  plank  sidewalk  on  tiie  northerly  side  of 
Boylsion  street,  near  Clarendon  street. 

Jane  Delaney  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  42U-K;o  Saratoga  street. 

John  Spillane  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Benningtou  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Kit  ret  u  n  ml  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  i.uildin'g  on  Warwick  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  Ellcy  riper,  for  leave  to  elect  a  wood- 
en stable  for  twelve  horses  on  wharf  at  476  and 
478  Atlantic  avenue. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct.  31. 
Total  receipts  for  records,  issuing  licenses,  etc., 
§12(59.43.     Read  and  sent  down. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct. 
31.  Receipts  lor  eeititieates  of  intention  of  mar- 
riage, $622.    Read  and  sent  down. 

SMITH'S  RIDING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port on  petition  of  J.  M.  Smith  for  leave  to  locate 
a  riding-school  stable  in  rear  of  104:s  Washington 
street  (which  was  recommitted  to  said  committee), 
that  leave  lie  granted  on  the  usual  conditions,  pro- 
vided the  old  building  shall  be  removed  and  a 
manure  pit.  const.i  u<  ted  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  the  ventilator  to  run  above 
the  top  of  .-aid  stable.    Accepted. 

Also,  report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
John  A.  Sanborn  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  at  398 
Maiu  street.    Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city  on  the  third  instant  for  State  and  county  offi- 
cer's, and  on  the  propositions  for  the  annexation 
of  Chelsea  and  A\  intluop  to  this  city,  report  that 
the  increased  num'.er  of  districts,  into  which  this 
city  is  now  divine,.,  and  the  large  number  of  bal- 
lots castin  the  several  wards,  make  the  work  of 
an  examining  committee  more  laborious  than 
formerly,  xiesicks,  since  the  day  of  election,  this 
committee  has  received  through  the  City  Cleik, 
requests  in  the  proper  form  for  the  recount  of  the 
original  ballots  foi  the  following-named  officers  in 
the  following  wards : 

For  member  of  <  ongress  in  District  4— Wards  1, 
2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  9. 

For  Representatives  -o  Ceneral  Court— Wards 
5, 17,  20,  21. 

For  Senator,  Second  Norfolk— Ward  16. 

The  committee  have  found  it  impossible  to  ex- 
amine all  these  ballots  as  requested  in  season  for 
this  meeting.  They  therefore  ask  for  further 
time  to  examine  the  same  and  to  declare  the  re- 
sults of  the  above  election  in  this  city. 

S.  B.  Stebbins,        ) 

F.  A.  Peters,  \  Committee. 

ALANSON  BlliELOW.  ) 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Stebbins  it.  was  voted  that,  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  Saturday  next,  at  one  o'clock 
P.M. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Phineas  B.  Smith,  Wash- 
ington street  and  Hawthorn  place;  and  John  T. 
Soren,  19  Greenville,  for  tin1  removal  of  trees  on 
sidewalks  at  the  places  named,  submitted  reports 
severally  recommending  that,  the  petitioners  have 


leave  to  remove  said  trees,  at  their  own  expense, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  ({rounds.    Severally  accepted. 


Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  Isaac  New  et  al.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  of  notice  of  a 
hearing  on  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on 
expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Third 
street,  between  O  and  N  streets,  when  anyone 
making  objections  will  then  and  there  be  heard. 
Order  passed. 

Reports  on  schedules  of  the  cost  of  construct 
ing  sewers  in  Walnut  avenue,  Circuit  and  Foun- 
tain streets;  in  North  Anderson  street;  in  Paris 
street,  from  Brooks  to  Putnam  street;  in  Paris 
street,  between  Dorchester  and  Porter  streets;  in 
Bird  street;  in  Adams  street;  in  Watciford  street; 
in  Princeton  street;  in  Third  street;  in  Emerson 
Street^  in  Chelsea  and  Putnam  streets;  in  Regent 
ard  Circuit  streets;  in  Westminster  and  Steiling 
streets;  in  Prescott  street;  in  Ericsson  street;  and 
in  Mechanic  street,  which  were  referred  to  said 
committee,  that  the  same  are  severally  correct, 
and  recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying 
orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  of'  the 
same  uron  the  persons  name rl  in  the  schedules, 
and  notice  given  thereof  to  the  parties  aforesaid, 
their  tenants  or  lessees.  The  orders  were  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Benjamin  Meriam  and  others,  constables,  duly 
certified  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  they  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 


Alderman  Present!  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  instruc- 
tion consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
providing  accommodations  for  an  evening  draw- 
ing school  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter— Will  the  Alderman  give  us 
some  reason  why  he  oilers  that  order  at  this  time. 
From  the  information  I  have  received  such  a 
school  would  not  be  legal. 

Aldeiman  Prescott— I  offered  the  order  at  the 
request  of  the  chairman  ot  the  Diawing  Commit- 
tee of  the  school  board,  who  has  endeavored  to 
have  fuch  an  order  passed  by  that  body,  referring 
that  matter  to  the  City  Council,  for  the  past,  two 
months;  but, owing  to  the  lack  of  a  quorum,  and 
a  press  of  other  business,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
do  so.  It  has  been  lepvesentcd  to  me  that  perhaps 
a  hundred  and  fifty  persons  in  East  Boston  would 
avail  themselves  of  such  a  drawing  school  if  one 
wers!  established  there;  and  that  the  matter  might 
properly  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  for  >  onsideiation  at 
the  present  time,  I  have  offered  this  oi  der.  If  the 
accommodations  arc  provided  it  will  be  in  some  of 
the  public  schoolhouses.  without  additional  ex- 
pense. As  Hie  matter  goes  to  the  committee  to  he 
considered  and  reported  upon,  I  can  see  no  harm 
in  having  the  order  passed. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the  or- 
der on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
such  a  school  as  that.  But  we  might  ask  for  an 
order  to  establish  a  military  school  with  the  same 
argument.    From  the  information  1  have  received 


cut  nature,  you  can  have  them  ;  but  as  I  under- 
stand it,  we'eaunot  appropriate  money  for  such  a 
purpose.     I  will  not  oppose  the  order,  however. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  Alderman  is 
entirely  mistaken  in  his  opinion  in  this  matter. 
We  certainly  do  have  the  right  to  appropriate  and 
spend  money  for  drawing  s,  hools,  and  the  State 
Legislature  haw  made  it  obligatory  upon  cities  to 
have  drawing  taught  in  the  public  schools.  Wo 
have  evening  drawing  schools  now  in  other 
sections  of  the  city.  This  order  is  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  accommodations  in  East 
Boston  for  exactly  such  schools  as  we  have  in 
other  sections  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  Al 
derman  from  Ward  9  thinks  this  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure for  the  city  to  go  into.  If  we  have  any 
control— which  I  think  we  have  not— over  the 
money  spent  tor  educational  purposes  by  this  city, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  see  that  it  is  used 
in  a  proper  manner.  I  have  heard  that  this  whole 
thing  is  a  fraud  on  the  city  oi'  Boston;  I  have 
heard  it  so  stated.    The  Alderman    from  Ward    9 
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being  a  member  of.lhe  School  Committee,  I  would 
like  to  have  him  state  whether  he  thinks  it  judi- 
cious to  encourage  the  establishment  of  such 
schools. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  know  that  I  am 
prepared  to  state  m.v  views  in  regard  to  drawing 
schools  now.  but  I  have  expres.-ed  them  pretty 
plainly  in  another  branch  of  the  City  Government, 
and  I  do  doubt  very  seriously  the  propiiety  of  de- 
voting so  large  an  "amount  of  time  and  money  to 
the  study  of  drawing  in  the  public  schools.  But  I 
hardly  think  that  question  is  to  be  debated  now-. 
The  order  before  us  is  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  providing  the  same  accommodations  in  Ea.-t 
Boston  as  are  provided  for  evening  drawing 
schools  in  other  sections.  I  simply  introduced  the 
order  that  the  committee  might  consider  the  sub- 
ject at  once,  so  that  if  the  school  is  to  be  estab- 
lished it  mav  be  done  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos-ible. 
This  i>  the  season  of  the  year  when  evening  draw- 
ing schools  are  most  patronized.  I  have  under- 
stood that  there  are  neailv  150  mechanic-  and  art- 
isans in  East  Boston  who  would  be  glad  to  study 


mechanical  drawing  if  an  opportunity  is  offered 
them  to  do  so.  Such  school-  are  provided  in  other 
parts  of  the  citv,  and  this  older  simply  contem- 
plates piovh.ing  a  similar  ore  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Biooks — 1  would  like  to  have  this 
order  go  to  the  committee  for  them  to  consider 
the  subject.    No  section  of  the  city  is  inhabited  so 


aged.  I  believe  it  would  be  one  of  the  best  things 
that  could  happen  for  that  section.  It  is  well 
Known  to  members  of  this  Board  that  there  are  m 
East  Boston  many  young  mechanics  and  others 
who  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  such  schools, 
and  who  would  avail  themselves  of  it  if  it  were 
established.  It  can  do  no  harm  to  have  the  order 
go  to  the  committee,  and  if  the  school  cannot  be 
legally  established,  I  shall  have  no  de*sire  to  have 
it  done. 

The  order  was  pa-eil  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Saturday  next  at 
one  o'clock  P.  -\L 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    5,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  V-/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 
papebs  fbom  1be  board  of  aldebitex  fob 
co>-cubre:s-ce. 

Petitions  of  Henry  W.  Bragg,  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.  and  resignation  of  Abijah  R.  Tewksbury,  Bal- 
last Inspector,  severally  referred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  Samuel  Little  and  others,  for  ex- 
tension of  building  limits;  of  Catharine  Ki-kei, 
to  be  paid  for  per  onal  .njuries  from  a  defect  in 
Halleck  street;  of  W.  E.  Woodward,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  alleged  breach  of  contract  by  the 
citv.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  W.  i .  Mallalieu  et  al., 
that  the  control  of  wardrooms  on  election  days  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  ward  officers,  and  not  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  be  issued  to  J. 
Homer  Pierce  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Clay- 
ton street,  Ward  1C.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  late  'William  A.  Y\  heeler,  Assistant  Superin- 
tenuent  of  the  Public  Library,  till  1st  of  next  Feb- 
ruary.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  directing  the  committee  on  nomination 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  report  to  Com- 
mon Council,  on  Xov.  12,  suitable  candidates  to 
fill  vacancies  in  said  board.  Read  twice  and 
p  issed. 

Order  authorizing  pumping  engines  to  be  estab- 
lish^ 1  and  operated  on  Lake  Cochituate  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  acequate  supply  of  wa- 
ter fo.  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  member  why  this  is  proposed.  It  is  an  or- 
der to  authorize  "the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
establish  and  operate  pumping  engines  on  Lake 
Cochituate  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  an  ade- 
quate '•upplv  of  water  foi  the  city."  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Water  the 
necessity  for  this  proposition.  I  certainly  cannot 
vote  for  it  now.  No  reason  has  been  stated  to  the 
Council,  and  unless  some  reason  is  given,  as 
one  member  of  the  Council  I  cannot  vote 
for  it.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  proposition.  I  have  no  doubt 
some  member  of  the  Water  Board  or  Committee 
will  explain  why  it  is  necessary,  and  why  it  is  of- 
fered here  for  our  action.  This  enormous  ques- 
tion of  a  water  supply  for  the  city  has  been  before 
us  for  many  months,  and  unless  some  reason   is 

fiven  for  the  order,  certainly  as  an  humble  mem- 
er  of  the  Council,  I  cannot  vote  for  any  such 
thing.  It  authorizes  an  expenditure  of  money, 
and  unless  good  reasons  are  gi.'en  for  that  ex- 
penditure, as  one  citizen  and  member  of  this  body, 
I  cannot  vote  for  it.    1  have  no  doubt  some  mem- 


ber here  can  give  a  reason  for  it,  and  I  hope  he 
will. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— That  is  a  matter  which 
can  be  very  easily  explained.  Lake  Cochituate  is 
today  only  six  aha  a  half  inches  above  the  bottom 
of  the  conduit,  which  is  two  and  a  half  inches  be- 
low its  mouth.  Enter  such  circumstances  as  that 
there  is  no  way  to  get  water  into  the  conduit  with- 
in a  very  short  time  except  by  pumping.  The 
Water  Board,  anticipating  such"  a  state  of  things, 
want  to  have  the  pumps  ready  when  they  are 
necessary. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  would  further  state  that 
the  Auditor  considers  that  we  are  not  fully  author- 
ized to  spend  anything  for  this  pumpingarrange- 
ment  unless  a  specific  order  is  passed  by  the 
Council,  inasmuch  as  nothing  was  said  about  it  in 
the  original  appropriation.  As  has  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  the  lake  has  been  fall- 
ing at  the  rate  of  an  inch  per  pay  for  some  time. 
It  is  now  twe  inehe-  below  the  top  of  the  conduit, 
and  it  has  been  impossible  for  two  or  three  months 
to  keep  such  a  supply  in  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
that  the  conduit  can  be  run  under  pressure.  Anv 
gentleman  will  see  that  it  is  impossible  to  furnish 
a  supply  of  water  when  the  conduit  is  run  only 
half  lull.  It  is  proposed  to  give  authority  to  the 
Water  Board  to  do  this  in  case  of  necessity.  It  is 
piepostd  to  get  the  pumps  m  position  forthwith 
in  otuer  to  prevent  a  lack  of  supply  on  account  of 
the  water  in  the  lake  not  being  up  to  the  proper 
level. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  also  state  that 
the  establ.shing  of  pumping  stations  is  nothing 
else  but  getting  the  engii.es  from  one  side  of  the 
lake  to  the  other.  In  1871,  after  we  got  through 
using  the  engines,  they  were  conveyed  across  the 
lake  and  pat  in  a  storehouse,  where  thev  have 
been  seen  by  members  of  the  Council.  The  ex- 
pense contemplated  by  this  order  is  ]u't  what  it 
will  cost  to  take  the  numps  out.  set  thtm  up,  fur- 
nish fuel  and  pay  the  expense  of  engineers.  It 
does  not  contemplate  buying  new  pumps — noth- 
ing more  than  merely  setting  them  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed when  I  state  that  mere  than  a  vear,  and 
perhaps  two  years  ago,  an  order  was  passed  estab- 
lishing, containing  and  adoptii  g  rbis  proposition, 
to  establish  and  operate  pumping  engines  on  Lake 
Cochituate.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  that 
proposition  hac  been  carried  out?  I  hear  nothing. 
I  want  an  honorable,  fair  and  square  statement 
with  regaid  to  this  question.  That  is  all  I  ask  for. 
This  water  question  is  a  great  question,  one  which 
the  Water  Board  and  committee  are  bound  to 
state  conclusively  before  the  per  pie  whether  it  is 
desirable  or  prop'er.  I  am  informed  that  one  year 
ago  an  order  was  passed  for  establishing  such 
pumping  engines,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  that  order  has  been  complied  with 
literally  and  completely,  and  if  this  order  before 
us  reiterates  it.  It  is  a  question  wnich  the  peoole 
and  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  interested  in,  which 
they  are  bound  ro  stanu  by  if  necessity  requires  it 
and  not  otherwise,  and  not  because  speculators— 
I  repeat  it,  sir.  speculator — aie  desirous  of  doing 
such  things  for  their  gam.  and  not  because  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  people  require  it.    This  is  the  first 
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moment  I  have  heard  of  this  proposition,  anil  as 
au  humble  member  of  tbis  Council  1  ask,  when 
sneb  a  proposition  is  made  here,  involving  such 
an  expenditure,  that  the  Water  Hoard  or  Commit- 
tee shall  state  in  full  the  reasons  for  it. 
Such  superficial  statements  as  have  been 
made  here  this  evening  shall  not  Lie  accepted  as 
aw  and  gospel.  When  the  "Water  Board  or  Com- 
mittee make  such  a  statement  as  will  satisfy  me 
that  necessity  requires  it,  I  shall  be  among  the 
first  members  of  this  Council  to  advocate  it.  I 
have  heard  no  sufficient  reason  to  require  me  to 
vote  tor  it.  What  I  asked  was  only  a  statement 
as  plain  as  I  make  here  tonight  in  opposition  to 
any  such  expenditure;  when  it  is  made  I  shall 
vote  for  it.  This  water  question  is  one  that  the 
people  of  Boston  are  considering  with  eyes  sharp 
upon  the  action  of  this  bodj  .  wide  open  upon  us — 
whether  an  enormous  expenditure  is  contemplated 
upon  this  matter  as  collateral  to  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  theie  has 
been  a  di  ought ;  but  unless  it  is  shown  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  this  expenditure  of  money  for 
pumping  engines,  1  shall  not  vote  for  the  order.  If 
itis  necessary  1  shall  beaumng  the  first  to  vote  for 
it  when  my  name  is  called.  As  one  responsible  to 
my  constituents  for  my  vote  I  need  to  be  shown 
the  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  think  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  aie  entirely  uncalled 
for.  An  explanation  has  been  given  fairly  and 
squarely.  It  is  to  place  the  pumping  engines  in 
posttien  for  use  when  they  aie  requiieu.  The 
fact  that  the  water  in  the  lake  is  very  low  is 
known  to  us  all,  and  this  order  is  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  the  remarks 
and  insinuations  that  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— As  I  think  that  seventy- 
three  out  of  the  seventy-four  members  of  this 
Council  understand  this  question,  and  as  I  believe 
a  two-hours'  discussion  would  not  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Presidents  The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny— Under  the  rule,  no  member  can 
speak  twice  "on  the  same  question  if  objection  is 
made,  and  I  object  to  the  gentleman  proceeding 
further. 

The  President — The  point  of  order  is  not  well 
taken.  The  question  is,  .Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?  and  the  new  rule  allows  ten  minutes 
debate. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  thank  you  for  your  de- 
cision, sir;  it  is  in  order.  When  my  friend  from 
the  Ninth  Ward  undertakes  to  dispute  a  point  of 
order  with  me  he  must  do  it  with  decency  and 
uroprietv.  I  care  not  for  him  or  anybody  else  in 
this  Council,  when  1  rise  to  ask  an  explanation  of 
an  expenditure  that  affecis  the  taxpayers.  I  only 
asked  that  the  necessity  for  it  may  be  shown.  I 
am  as  ready  and  willing  to  vote  for  anything 
which  is  necessary  to  the  city  for  a  supply 
of  water  as  anybody  else.  I  am  aware  of  the 
sneboeracy  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  When 
1  make  a  propo  ition  he  always  opposes  it,  wheth- 
er right  or  wrong.  He  represent0,  a  constituency 
here;  so  do  i.  1  asked  for  reasons  which  have  not 
been  shown.  1  only  ask  for  a  reply  to  my  ques- 
tions. He  may  attack  me  from  July  to  eternity, 
but  he  canuot  invest  his  constituency  with  a  right 
which  does  not  belong  to  mine.  They  are  tax- 
payers, as  well  as  my  own.  I  only  asked  for  a 
leason— which  has  no"t  been  given— for  the  neces- 
sity of  the  passage  of  this  older.  When  that  ne- 
cessity is  shown,!  shall  vote  for  the  order;  but  it 
has  not  been  shown.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I 
ask  for  reasons  which  the  people  whom  1  repre- 
sent, which  the  people  of  Boston,  will  appre- 
ciate. I  only  ask  that  common  sense,  decency, 
and  propriety  shall  be  given  to  me  when  I  ask  a 
question,  t  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  gentleman 
flow  Ward  9  is  my  opponent  in  every  proposition 
which  I  make.  But  i  am  aware,  sir,  that  1  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston ;  and 
when  any  question  arises  1  shall  stand  here  in 
their  interest  against  sclii  mes  and  propositions  of 
all  kinds  which  compel  the  people  of  Boston  to 
pay  taxes  upon  that  which  is  not  deserving  or  de- 
sirable. I  only  asked  an  exj  lanation  of  the  neces- 
sity for  tbis  order.  That  is  all  I  ask,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, nothing  more.  If  the  necessity  can  be 
shown  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  passed  to  a  second  leading. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— As  that  is  a  very  im- 


portant measure,  and  is  thoroughly  understood 
by  nearly  every  member  of  the  Council,  I  move 
a 'suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  order  may  take 
its  second  reading  at  this  time. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— As  I  understand  it,  this  is 
only  to  repeat  what  was  done  in  1871,  in  a  season 
of  drought.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  very 
considerable  supply  of  water  below  the  conduit, 
and  as  I  gather  from  tne  remarks,  the  Water 
Board  is  apprehensive  that  the  drought  may 
continue,  and  that  there  may  be  a  necessity 
for  pumping  in  order  to  keep  up  the  sup- 
ply. That  I  suppose  to  be  the  case.  While  I 
vo'ted  against  the  previous  question  because  I 
think  that  any  person  is  entitled  to  a  full  consid- 
eration of  the'question,  yet  it  seems  to  me  that, on 
the  whole,  it  is  better  to  pass  this  order  at  this 
time,  because  if  the  drought  does  continue,  and 
the  board  should  find  it  necessary  to  do  what  was 
done  in  1871,  they  can  gain  a  supply  until  the 
copious  fall  rams  are  likely  to  come. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— After  the  explanation 
made  by  my  honorable  friend  from  the  Twelfth 
Ward,— who  understands  the  matter  perhaps  a 
great  deal  better  than  I  do — I  shall  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  vote  for  the  order.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  believe  in  obstinate  opposition 
to  a  matter;  but  the  few  words  he  stated 
have  satisfied  me  of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I 
shall,  therefore,  after  his  explanation,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  vote  fur  the  adoption  of  the 
order ;  but  without  such  an  explanation  I  never 
should  have  voted  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $203.5(1,  for  the  improvement  of  Eagle 
square,  South  Boston.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  $112.50,  for  the 
purchase  of  loam,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  alio w  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to 
expend  an  additional  amount  of  not  exceeding 
shoo,  for  fences,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $5000  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries.   Older  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions  on  the  expediency  of  locat- 
ing the  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin  farm, 
West  Roxbury.  (City  Docs.  Nos.  92  and  93,  1874.) 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15. 

Quarterly  reports  of  the  City  Registrar  and  City 
Clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  accom- 
modations for  an  evening  drawing  school  in  East 
Boston.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  connections  to  be 
..jade  with  the  steam  pump  and  fire  pipe  in  City 
Hall,  at  a  tost  not  exceeding  $1-100.  Passed  in 
concuriencc. 

SANITARY     QUALITY     OF    THE     SUDBURY,     SHAW- 
SHEEN,  MYSTIC  AND  CHARLES  RIVER  WATERS. 

The  following  was  received  and  read : 

Boston,  Nov.  5, 1874. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
—I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  brief 
statement  of  the  results  ot  the  investigations 
which  nave  been  made  by  the  medical  commission 
appointed  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council  pass- 
ed June  10,  1874. 

The  statement  is  furnished  at  my  request  in  ad- 
vance of  the  full  report,  in  order  that  you  may 
have  all  the  information  necessary  to  a  coriect 
understanding  of  the  important  questioii  now 
awaiting  your  action. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

To  his  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb, Mayor  of  Boston: 
Sir— Incompliance  with  your  request,  we  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  cf  the 
results  to  which  our  investigations  have  led  us, 
referring  to  our  forthcoming  report  for  full  details 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  these  conclusions  are 
based. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  of  the  four  rivers  under 
consideration  the  Sbawsheen  will  probably  fur- 
nish the  purest  and  most  wholesome  water  for  tie 
supply  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
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Somewhat  inferior  to  the  Shawsheen,  but  still 
capable  of  furnishing  water  of  a  goof  quality  for 
domestic  purposes,  are  the  Charles  and  Sudbiny 
rivers.  In  estimating  the  comparative  desirability 
of  these  two  rivers  we  assume  that  all  sewage  ami 
manufacturing  refuse  of  a  deleterious  nature  can 
be  urevented  i rom  directly  entering  the  rivers, 
these  being  the  most  important  sources  of  con- 
tamination of  river  water. 

On  this  assumption  the  density  of  the  popula- 
tion in  the  two  drainage  areas,' "and  its  probable 
future  increase,  are  the  two  principal  points  to  be 
considered. 

In  this  respect  the  Charles  River  is  on  the  whole 
preferable  to  the  Sudbury.  The  latter  river  has, 
however,  according  to  the  proposed  plan,  some- 
what better  storage  facilities,  but  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  this  advantage  is  not  to  be  regarded 
outweighing   the    disadvantages   arising  from 


nosition  that  it  the  Charles  River  be  adopted: 
the  source  of  supply,  the  water  will  be  taken 
directly  from  the  storage  basin  above  South  Na- 
tic;  for  if  it  be  allowed  to  how  through  the  river 
bed  to  Newton  Upper  Falls,  it  will  necessarily  be- 
come more  or  less  contaminated  with  the  sew- 
age of  the  towns  ol  South  Natick,  Diver,  Dcdham, 
West  Roxbury  and  Needham,  as  well  as  with  veg- 
etable impurities  derived  from  file  extensive 
meadows  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dedham,  thus 
involving  a  partial  loss  of  the  benefits  derived 
fcom  storage  in  the  large  basin. 

The  Mystic  River,  owing  to  obvious  sources  of 
pollution,  is,  in  our  opinion,  much  less  desirable 
than  the  other  divers  as  a  source  of  water  supply 
for  the  city.       Respectfully, 

Charles  W.  Swan. 

H.   P.  BOWDITCH. 

Edward  S.  Wood. 

Boston  Nov.  5, 1874. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  commu- 
nication be  printed  and  sent  up.  At  a  later  stage 
of  the  meeting  I  propo.-e  to  introduce  an  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5—1  would  like  to  ask  if  this 
is  to  be  considered  the  report  of  that  commission. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  inform  the 
gentleman,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  says  in  his 
communication  that  it  is  a  "brief  statement," 
"furnished  at  my  request  in  advance  of  the  full 
report";  and  the  commission  say,  "we  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
results  to  which  our  investigations  have  led  us, 
referring  to  our  forthcoming  report  for  full  de- 
tails," etc. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Do  I  understand  that  this 
is  but  a  superficial  or  preliminary  report?  If  it  is 
to  be  considered  as  the  report  of  an  hororable 
commission  apnointeu  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I 
should  say  it  is  nothing  else  but  superficial.  If  it 
is  to  come  in  detail,  and  if  we  are  to  have  it  at  the 
proper  time,  and  know  how  to  interpret  its  mean- 
ing; if  it  is  true  that  that  is  the  consideration  in 
which  it  is  placed,  I  shall  of  course  advo- 
cate the  printing  of  that  report— that  is,  if  it 
is  to  be  considered  preliminary <  But,  sir,  if 
it  is  to  be  a  finality,  I  should  say  that 
it  is  without  any  honorable  consideration  before 
this  body,  for  certainly  no  reasons  are  given  for 
the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived.  I 
want  to  see  a  full  report,  a  detailed  statement  in 
print  of  the  reasons  why  they  have  arrived  at 
such  a  conclusion.  If,  sir,  I  am  right,  the  Coun- 
cil will  support  me ;  if  I  am  wrong  i  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  of  it.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is  but  a  pre- 
liminary report  and  is  to  be  given  to  us  in  full  de- 
tails. If  any  gentleman  can  enlighten  me  upon 
that  subject — whether  he  be  upon  the  Water  Board 
or  committee— I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  him. 
The  importance  of  the  question  before  the 
people  is  that  which  requires  a  full  ami  detailed 
statement  in  every  particular  of  the  rea- 
sons by  which  they  come  to  such  conclusions.  It 
is  a  question  which  the  whole  people  of  Boston 
are  interested  in,  and  I  hope  the  reasons  for  til's 
report  will  be  given  in  detail  to  the  people  with- 
out cost  even  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  may  know 
that  the  conclusions  there  arrived  at  are  correct. 
Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  should  favor  the  print- 
ing of  the  communication;  but  the  fact  is  obvi- 
ous, fiom  the  statement  of  the  commissioners, 
that  all  the  advantages  the  Sudbury  River  has, 
in  their  judgment,  cannot  be  considered  as 
outweighing  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
the  dangers  of  contamination  to  those  waters. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
must  be  obvious  to  any  one,  especially  to  those 


who  have  favored  the  Sudbury  scheme,  that  until 
we  get  the  detailed  report  it  would  be  impossible 
to  favor  a  scheme  whose  advantages  are  out- 
weighed by  the  dangers  of  contamination,  because 
we  certainly  must  have  pure  water,  if  we  can  get 
it,  for  the  future  health  of  the  city  depends  so 
much  upon  the  water  that  we  drink,  and  water 
enters  so  largely  and  entirely  into  the  consump- 
tion of  everything  that  we  cook  or  use.  I  should 
hope  that  the  communication  will  be  printed  and 
sent  up,  out  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  us  to  act  until  we  get  the  detailed  report. 
The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  sent  up. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  CHARLES  RIVER. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tue  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  ihe  (-ieneral  Court  at  its  next 


and  through  the  eiiy,  the  whole  or  an;,  portion  of 
the  water  of  Charles  River  above  South  Natick, 
and  also  to  take  and  hold  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise any  lands  or  real  estate  necessary  to  build 
and  maintain  pumping  works  and  aqueducts  for 
laising,  conducting,  discliaigii  g.  db  posing  of  and 
distributing  the  water,  and  for  forming  reser- 
voirs. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  like  to  meddle 
with  any  order  introduced  by  a  committee,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  perhaps  the  lines  are  drawn  a 
little  too  strictly.  I  observe  that  the  order  is 
worded  "to  take  the  water  above  South  Natick." 
I  do  not  think  any  hann  cm  be  done  the  order  by 
adding  after  the  words  "South  Natick,"  "or  New- 
ton Upper  Falls,"  and  I  move  to  make  thatamend- 
ment.  I;  seems  to  me  that  then  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  committee  will  still  hold  it  in  their 
power  to  choose  either  or  both  localities,  while  if 
we  simply  say  South  Natick  we  put  it  entirely  out 
of  their  power  to  ask  foi  a  connection  at  Newton 
Upper  Falls,  even  if  they  should  so  desire.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  order  worded  so  that  thev 
shall  have  their  choice.    This  matter  of  Charles 


it  f  eems  to  me  that  we  should  word  the  order  so 
as  to  give  them  as  much  latitude  as  possible. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  do  not  see  any  objection 
to  the  amendment.  It  will  all  have  to  be  passed 
upon  by  ihe  Legislature,  of  course.  The  simple 
wording  of  the  order  will  not  alter  anything.  I 
accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wara  5— I  move  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  I  agree  with  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ward  9,  that  this  is  a  desirable  propo- 
sition to  adopt,  and  I  move  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  the  effect  that  it  shall  be  said  "at 
any  desirable  point,"  so  that  th:-re  shall  be  even  a 
broader  la. rtude  than  that  which  my  friend  sug- 
gests, and  so  that  there  can  possibly  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  that.  Certainly  it  gives  great  lati- 
tude for  them  in  their  option  to  say  which  is  the 
most  desirable  point  to  take  the  water  from  to 
supply  this  city. 

Air.  "Pease  of  Ward  1— I  accept  that  amendmen 
also. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  be  caught  by  any  such  amendment  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  It  may 
give  them  power  to  take  Suubury  River.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  is  very 
anxious  to  have  that  amendment  accepted.  I 
hope  that  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— There  is  no  cat  in  the  meal 
about  this  matter.  I  accept  the  amendment,  and 
will  accept  any  other  that  is  desirable  to  the  City 
Council,  even 'if  it  is  desirable  to  take  water  from 
the  mouth  of  Charles  River.  My  idea  is  that  the 
order  was  written  right  at  first.  But,  if  the 
Council  think  differently,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  believe  that 
any  advocate  of  the  Sudbury  scheme  would  de- 
scend to  any  trick  to  catch  votes.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  proper  way  is  to  strike  out  the  winds 
"above  South  Natick  or  Newton  Upper  Falls," 
and  simply  say  "take  the  waters  of  Charles 
River." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  idea  I  intended  to 
convey  by  the  amendment  was  "at  any  desirable 
point"  upon  Charles  River.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
Sudbury  scheme  in  every  particular.  I  meant 
Charles  River  and  nothing  else.  I  meant  "at  any 
other  desirable  point  upon  Charles  River."    I  have 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


said  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  Sudbury 
River  scheme  from  beginning  to  end,  as  mak- 
ing an  expenditure  to  the  city  wholly  un- 
deserved, undesirable  and  unnecessary  in  eve- 
ry particular.  I  meant  "at  any  other  point 
upon  Charles  River."  My  friend  fro'm  the  Seventh 
"Ward  mistakes  my  meaning.  I  cai'e  nothing,  sir, 
about  the  language  of  the  order,  provided  that 
idea  is  carried  out.  I  only  ce.  ire  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  Sudbury  scheme  is  a  scheme  of 
speculation  from  beginning  to  end,  calling  for  an 
unp  eceoentc-d  exnenjituie  of  money  wholly  un- 
desirable for  the  city.  I  believe  that  the  Charles 
River  scheme  is  a  proper  one,  and  one  which  may 
be  utilized  in  addition  to  the  sources  of  supply 
>'bich   we   now    have,  and    which   will  fully  and 


wholly  supply  the  city  of  Boston  if  anything  in  ad- 
dition tc  the  present  supply  is  necessary.  I  think 
my  worthy  friend  fioin  the   Seventh  Ward  hardy 


!  taking  water  at  anv  desirable  point 
ircni  Charles  River. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16—1  would  like  to  inquire 
whether,  if  we  adopt  this  orde: ,  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme  is  abandoned  altogether;  whether  there  is 
no  intention  of  taking  water  from  there? 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— There  is  one  ether 
amendment  which  I  wish  to  offer  in  the  form  of 
an  addition  to  the  order.  It  is  very  important,  as 
the  Council  will  see  when  I  read  it: 

"And  hi-  Honor  the  Mayor  is  also  authorized  in 
his  discretion  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  surrounding  towns,  under  the,  condi- 
tion that  said  towns  shall  share  in  the  use  of  the 
water  upon  fair  terms." 

When  we  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  use  of 
Charles  River,  we  shall,  of  course,  meet  with  con- 
siderable resistance,  and  if  we  can  get  any  help  in 
the  Legislature  it  will  be  quite  useful  to  us.  There 
is  water  enough  in  that  river  to  supply  not  only 
Boston,  but  all  its  suburbs.  Waltham  is  already 
authorized  to  take  it.  If  we  authorize  his  Honor  the 
Mayoi  to  make  such  conditions  as  1  speak  of  ,we  can 
make  Walt  ham.  Jvewton,Brookline  and  other  places 
of  great  assistance  to  us.  Any  gentleman  who 
has  studied  the  siati  ties  of  increase  of  population 
will  see  that  the  supply  of  Cambridge,  Arlington 
and  other  places  will  at  no  distant  date  become 
polluted;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  acting  upon 
this  question  we  should  look  forward  to  the  future 
as  it  is  going  to  be.  The  Charles  River,  if  propel  lv 
protected  now  by  turning  all  the  sewage  which 
would  find  its  way  into  it  from  the  Neponset  or 
Black-stone,  can  be  made  to  furnish  a  good  supply 
of  water  for  Boston  and  all  its  suburbs.  We  cer- 
tainly need  a  good  supply  in  the  suburbs  where 
our  dwellings  are,  as  well  as  on  the  peninsula 
wheie  our  bu  iness  is  located.  And  it  seems  to 
me  that  by  properly  looking  at  the  question  the 
city  of  Boston  can  scenic  the  cooperation  of  all 
these  towns  from  Lexington  to  Hingnam  simply 
by  allowing  them  lo  connect  their  pipes  with  tho-'e 
of   the  city  of   Bo- ton  and  having  a  pro  rata  share 


shall  be;  we  look  at  i he  river  as  it  will  be  when 
it  shall  supply  Boston  and  its  neighborhood  wilh 
water. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  see  any  objection 
to  the  Migge  -i  ion  of  the  gcntl  man  from  the  Ninth 
Ward.  'the  only  object  the  committee  have  is  to 
petit.ioi.  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  the 
water  of  Charles  River.  The  Legislature  will  have 
to  pass  upon  the  details.  All  we  ask  is  to  author- 
ize the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  ;h'"'  water  of  Chailes  River. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  exceedingly  glad  to 
hear  the  sound  and  sensible  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Ninth  Ward.  I  think  they  are 
perfectly  Sound  and  sensible  in  every  particular. 
He  seems  entirely  competent  to  apprehend  and 
does  apprehend  precisely  the  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed.  'Certainly  the  state- 
ment which  he  has  made  and  the  statement 
he  has  heretofore  made  upon  that  same  subject, 
are  sound  in  every  particular.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
he  has  examined  this  subject  perhaps  as  well  as 
any  oilier  one  member  of  tin-  city  government,  has 
done.  I  shall  hope  that,  the  suggestion  which  he 
has  made  will  be  received  with  great  considera- 
tion by  the  council  and  adopted.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant question,  and  the  people  are  looking  with 
sharp  eyes  upon  us  as  their  representatives,  and 
t;:e  responsibility  for  which  we  cannot  shirk,  but 
are  bound  to  take  here.  The  statement  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  !)  made  some  months 
ago  was  sound  in  every  particular,  and  I  hope 
the    Council,   before    opposing   such   a  proposi- 


tion, will  reflect  on  every  particular.  It  is 
a  question  in  which  every  man,  woman 
and  child  is  interested.  The  enormous  ex- 
penditure proposed  by  the  Sudbury  scheme  is  one 
which  the  people,  the  taxpayers,  even  the  poll- 
tax  payers,  are  opposed  to,  because  they  do  not 
believe  it  to  be  right.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  has  made  statements  which  are 
worthy  our  consideration  in  every  particular,  and 
I  hope  they  will  be  adopted  here  tonight. 

The  President— Does   the  Chair  understand    the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment? 
Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1—1  do. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  move  to  strike  out 
the  words  "above  South  Natick  or  Newton  Upper 
Falls  or  any  other  desirable  poi..t." 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  entirely  concur  with  the 
amendment  o,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  as 
simplifying  the  order,  and  when  that  is  adopted  I 
propose  to  oiler  another  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Perkins  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Waul  12— Before  the  words  "anv 
lands,"  1  move  to  insert  the  words  "from  time  to 
time."  I  make  this  suggestion  because  it  is  well 
known  that  where  application  is  made  to  the 
Legislature  antl  power  is  granted  to  take  lands 
for  a  particular  purpose,  when  any  lands  have 
been  taken  the  power  of  the  city  thus  granted  is 
exhausted,  and  no  more  can  be  taken  without 
a  new  application  to  the  Legislature.  Now, 
then,  the  Water  Board  might  recommend  the 
taking  of  certain  lands,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  additional  lands  might  be  required  m  order 
to  supply  the  city.  If  the  Legislature  granted  au- 
thoricv  to  take  land  from  time  to  time,  then,  after 
once  taking  it,  if  the  board  .-lionld  think  it  desir- 
able to  make  another  taking,  it  could  not  be  done 
without  a  renewed  application  to  the  Legislature. 
When  the  application  was  made  for  authority  to 
build  reservoirs  foi  the  purpose  of  utilizing  all  the 
waters  of  the  Mystic  basin,  at  my  suggestion, 
made  to  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor,'  the  Legisla- 
ture introduced  the  words  "from  time  to  time"  to 
build  reservoirs;  "from  time  to  time"  to  take  the 
requisite  hauls,  so  that  if  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
should  see  fit,  it  could  build  one  reservoir  next 
yepr,  and  as  they  discovered  that  the  population 
had  increased  the  City  Council  could  authorize 
the  building  of  still  other  reservoirs,  as  further  in- 
vestigation should  develop  that  they  were  desira- 
ble. Therefore,  as  in  framing  bills,  the- c  precau- 
tionary words  are  apt  to  be  omitted,  I  should  pre- 
fer to  see  those  words  "from  time  to  time"  intro- 
duced into  the  order. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  accept  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  now  desire  to  propose 
another  amendment: 

"Also,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
make  a  similar  petition  with  reference  to  the 
waters  of  the  Shawsheen  River." 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  would  accept  that  amend- 
ment; I  do  not  object  to  it,  1  am  rather  favorably 
disposed  to  it;  but  it  struck  we  that  it  would  be 
better  to  introduce  a  separate  order.  If  we  put 
them  both  together  it  might  confound  matters. 
The  Legislature  certainly  would  not  give  us  both  ; 
and  .s  the  order  would  read  it.  might  show  that  we 
were  asking  for  both,  at.  the  same  time. 

Mr. Dean  of  Ward  12— Then  I  will  withdraw  that 
amendment,  and  will  introduce  a  separate  order 
after  we  get  the  detailed  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners, although  there  might  still  be  some  risk 
about  it.  My  present  impression,  from  reading 
of  the  last  report  of  the  City  Engineer,  is  rather 
in  preference  for  the  Chailes  River  instead  of  the 
Shawsheen,  but  I  will  withdraw   the   amendment. 

The  order  was  then  read  a  second  time  in  the 
following  form: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of 
Boston  to  take,  hold  and  convey  to,  into  and 
thiough  the  city  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
the  waters  of  Charles  River,  and  also  to  take 
and  hold,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  from 
time  to  time,  any  lands  or  real  estate  neces- 
sary for  building  and  maintaining  pumping  works 
and  aqueducts  for  raising,  c luciing,  discharg- 
ing, disposing  of  and  distributing  the  water,  and 
for  forming  reservoirs;  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  also  authorized  in  his  discretion  to  endeavor 
to  secure  the  cooperation  of  thesiu  rounding  towns 
under  the  condition  that  said  towns  shall  share  in 
the  use  of  the  water  upon  fair  terms. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  with  only  one  vote 
in  the  negative— Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— and 
sent  up. 
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PROPOSED  LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  ordinances  and  by-laws, 
from  time  to  time,  regulating  tire  introduction  and 
use  of  all  water  pipes  ami  water  fixtures  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Boston  Water 
"Works";  and  providing  that  all  plumbers  and  oth- 
er persons  who  introduce  or  repair  sueh  wafer 
pipes  and  water  fixtures  shall  be  licensed  hy  the 
"Water  Board  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  of 
a  general  character,  as  the  City  Council  may  es- 
tablish. 

Mr.  Dean— The  ordinance  which  was  passed  by 
both  branches  of  the  City  Government  to  prevent 
the  waste  of  water  will  be  very  much  advanced, 
audits  availability  increased  by  the  passage  of 
such  an  act.  All  that  is  proposed  is  that  theie 
shall  be  general  regulations  for  the  licensing  of 
plumbers;  that  is,  it  provides  for  regulations 
of  a  general  character,  and  such  regulations 
would  be  of  the  same  character  as  those 
which  have  undoubtedly  been  found  beneficial 
in  other  cities— and  those  are  that  plumbers  who 
are  licensed  shall  give  a  bond  to  the  city  to  make 
reports  of  the  water  fixtures  that  they  put  in,  and 
that  they  shall  put  in  only  such  fixtures  as  by 
the  general  regulations  are  approved  by  the 
Board.  Of  course  these  general  regulations  would 
prevent  anything  in  the  ahape  of  a  monopoly  of 
any  character  w  hatever,  and  they  would  ob 
viate  the  neces  ity  of  any  constant  su- 
pervision by  the  agents  of  the  Water  Boar^. 
Every  plumber  who  gives  security  to  the 
citv  that  he  will  comply  with  the  general  regula- 
tions and  perhaps  make  a  report  to  the  Water 
Board  of  the  fixtures  he  puts  in,  becomes  thereby 
an  agent  of  the  city,  so  that  there  need  be  no  oth- 
er supervision  whatever.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  [Mr.  Thacher],  while  at  Providence, 
found,  in  conversation  with  plumbers,  that  tuey 
were  very  favorable  to  the  idea  of  being  licensed. 
As  the  system  has  been  found  to  work  well  in  oth- 
er cities,  and  will  do  away  with  any  kind  of  super- 
vision by  the  Water  Board.it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  a  very  desirable  act  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  am  glad  that  this  ques- 
tion has  come  up.  If  we  are  to  have  a  license  sys- 
tem when  our  new  governor  is  inaugurated,  I  do 
not  know  why  plumbers  should  not  be  included. 
Their  character  is  such  that  nobody  can  trust 
them.  Everybody  that  the  plumbers  do  work  for 
thinks  he  is  cheated.  There  is  scarcely  any 
man  who  has  plumbing  done  but  thinks 
lie  is  dealing  with  a  rogue.  I  believe,  of 
course,  that  plumbers  should  be  licensed, 
and  that  plumbers  should  sacrifice  their 
time  snd  ability  to  please  the  community  at 
large.  I  believe  the  same  of  lawyers  ana  doctors, 
that  they,  too,  should  sacrifice  their  own  time, 
and  charge  only  sufficient  to  live  upon,  including 
all  the  quack  d'octors  and  law  vers:  and  that  they 
shall  report  to  the  Almighty  for  the  deeds  they 
have  done.  But,  seriously,  what  does  this  licens- 
ing of  plumbers  amount  to?  Is  there  a  man  who 
will  be  appointed  on  that  commission  who 
understands  plumbing?  As  well  might  you 
take  a  plumber  and  put  him  on  the  bench.  What 
would  a  plumber  know  about  Coke  and  Littleton? 
Very  certainly  nothing,  gentleme  i.  This  whole 
thing  looks  like  forcing  the  matter.  The  Water 
Board     now     have     power    to     regulate     the 


nopper     and     pan     closets.      If    you     prevent 

wasteful  fixtures  in  closets  you  accomplish 
what  the  board  asked  for.  What,  right  have 
we  to  say  what  kind  of  pipe  shall  go  into 
a  house?  If  a  man  wants  to  put  a  cheap  pipe  into 
his  house  he  takes  the  risk  himself.  The  plumber 
is  more  willing  to  sell  expensive  than  (heap  pipe. 
What  you  want  to  regulate  is  the  water  closets 
and  thefaucets.  So  far  as  oipes  are  concerned,  if  a 
man  desires  to  preserve  his  own  property  he  will 
put  in  good  pipe.  But  a  pipe  has  never  been  in- 
vented that  the  frost  cannot  break.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  licensing  plumbers  or  anybody  else, 
even  lawyers.  This  is  a  free  city,  and  every  man 
has  a  right  to  go  into  just  what  business  he  wants 
to.  I  have  a  rierht  to  put  out  my  shingle  as  a  law- 
yer in  Pemberton  square,  and 'if  people  have  a 
mind  to  employ  me,  and  pay  me  a  high  price  for 
doing  nothing  for  them,  they  can  do  so. 

What  right  have  we  to  find  fault  with  any  one 
for  doing  so?  This  question  requires  a  great  deal 
of  consideration.  The  late  election  told  what  the 
people  can  do  after  deliberation,  and  that  this 
thing  may  be  understood  by  those  outside  as  well 
as  inside  ,>f  the  Council.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
order  lie  on  the  table  for  one  week,  and  I  now 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  to  the  fact  that 
lawyers  are  licensed,  and  that  he  cannot  put  out 
his  shingle  without  some  kind  of  an  examination, 
so  that  the  community  mav  be  protected  from  the 
evil  that  he  might  do  in  that  direction.  Now,  the 
question  is,  how  shall  the  Water  Board  know? 
They  can,  of  course,  regulate  closets  and 
faucets,  pei  haps;  but  the  question  is, 
how  shall  they  know  what  closets  are 
put  in,  and  what  fixtures  aie  used?  Well,  *here 
are  two  ways :  One  would  be  for  the  Water  Board 
to  employ  agents  about  the  city  to  see  what  fix- 
tures are  put  in ;  or  they  might  enter  into  com- 
munication with  the  Inspectors  of  Buildings. 
Another  way  would  be  to  have  some  eeneral  reg- 
ulations whereby  all  plumbers  who  comply 
the  Bunker  Hill  District  as  one  of  those  agents, 
agents  of  the  city  and  have  authority  to 
act;  and  thus  the  Water  Board  could  ob- 
tain the  desired  information.  It  is  making 
plumbers  substantially  the  agents  of  the  city  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  rules  of  the  Water 
Board.  I  am  sure  if  we  had  the  gentleman  from 
with  those  general  regulations  would  be  the 
his  work  would  be  well  and  faithfully  done,  and 
he  should  not  be  competed  with  at  all  by  every 
quack  of  his  kind  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— My  modesty  is  so  flat- 
tered that  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lav  on  the 
table.  ' 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  think  it  of  much 
consequence,  but  when  rcy  friend  from  Ward  12 
says  lawyers  are  licensed,  I  do  not  know  by  what 
authority  he  says  it.  Any  one  can  go  into  court  and 
plead  the  case  of  a  criminal  by  his  request.  I 
have  done  it,  sir,  and  I  may  do  it  again.  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  'quash  an  indictment 
drawn  by  the  district  attorney.  Therefore,  I  think 
lawyers  will  accept  the  proposition  that  no  license 
is  necessary  for  them.  The  law  has  been  repealed 
requiring  lawyers  to  have  a  United  States  license. 
They  oo  not  need  it  today. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  passed,  and 
sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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Adjourned   meeting   at   1   o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICER. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  November  4, 1874. 

Following  is  the  state  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.     Unexpended. 

General ....  «.13,!.tf,>,556.10  i-7  ,'2-11,737.85          $.0,1.51  ,xl -.■_'., 

Special 4,532,330.54  1,380,177.50            3,i.VJ,lr>:i.(U 


:i,sii:i,!U.'. 


$18,464,8«6.64        $8,600,315.35 
Sent  down. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  on  the  3d  inst.  for  State  and  county 
officers,  also  on  the  propositions  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Chelsea  and  Winthrop  to  this  city,  have 
attended  to  that  duty,  ami  have  examined  and 
compared  the  result--  as  entered  in  the  City  Clerk's 
records,  and  find  that  the  same  are  correctly  re- 
corded. They  have  also  recounted  the  original 
ballots  for  the  officers  in  the  several  wards  for 
which  requests  were  submitted  to  the  committee, 
and  the  resmt-.  based  ujion  the  count  of  the  bal- 
lots by  the  committee  are  substituted  in  said 
record  in  place  of  the  original  renins,  as  is  pro- 
vided, by  law.  A  table  exhibiting  the  differences 
between  the  counts  by  ttic  ward  officers  and  those 
made  by  the  committee  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  committee  report  that  uj.  on  the  questions 
of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea  and  Winthrop  to  this 
city  the  results  are  as  follows:  For  Chelsea,  the 
whole  number  of  yeas  was  0.7.14;  the  whole  number 
of  nays  is  7318.  For  Winthrop,  the  whole  number 
of  yeas  is  64'J3;  the  whole  numberj  of  nays  is  7375. 
So  both  propositions  are  rejected  m  this  city. 

The  committee  report  that  the  following-named 
persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have  been 
duly  elected  Representatives  to  the  General 
Court: 

Suffolk  County.  District  1,  Nathaniel  Seaver, 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  Dexter  A.  Tompkins;  2,  Neil 
Doberty,  Michael  Carney,  Patrick  Collins;  3, 
James  L.  Locke,  George  1'.'  Kingsley,  Nathaniel  J. 
Rust;  4,  Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  Charles  Hale,  John 
H.  Woodbury;  5,  Francis  M.  Hughes,  Edward  15. 
Rankin,  Hoi  ace  L.  ISowkcr;  li,  William  E.  1'erkins, 
Charles  K.  Codman,  John  T.Morse,  Jr.;  7,  Thomas 
F.  Fitzgerald,  James  T.  Maho.iey,  John  li.  Martin; 
8,  Daniel  Noonan,  Amasa  W.  Bailey,  William 
Woods;  9,  .Moses  Kimball,  William  Frost;  10,  Jo- 
seph F.  Paul,  John  J.  McNutt;  11.  Richard  H. 
Steams,  William  15.  Merrill,  Wallace  F.  Robinson; 
12,  Richard  Pope,  Thomas  Johnson. 

Norfolk  futility.  District  No.  2,  no  choice;  3, 
William  S.  King,  Henry  W.  Fuller,  Ebenezer 
Adams;  4.  Austin  H.  Council;  5,  Frederick  P. 
Moselev,  i.ardner  A.  Churchill. 

A/iiliilrsrj- fomiti,.  District  No.  1,  James  A.  Mc- 
Donald; 2,  John  D.  Flynn,  John  Sanborn  ;  3,  Jo- 
seph W.  Hill,  Samuel  R.  Brintnall. 

In  adJition  to  the  foregoing  formal  report,  the 
committee  desire  to  add  in  explanation  some  gen- 
eral remarks  on  this  subject. 

:ed  by  an  examination  of  the  ap- 
at  the  variations  between  the  re- 
il  otlii  ers,  which  arc  made  up  in 
xcitement  in  the  wardrooms,  and 
the  eaieful  and  deliberate  count  of  the  committee 
are  unu-ualh  Might,  and  speak  well  for  the  gen- 
eral aeeuiaey  .il  tin-  ward  officers.  No  results  arc 
substantially  altcctcd  by  this  examination  except 
in  the  representative  district  in  Ward  17,  and  the 
senatorial  district  in  Ward  16. 

Bv  the  returns  of  the  ward  officers  from  Ward 
17,  Joseph  S.  Ropes  had  ,W2  and  Richard  ()lney577, 
and  R.  S.  Olney  one,  R.  Oldney  one,  and  one  vote 
for  Richard  Olney  was  rejected  for  technical  in- 
formality, which  e  insisted  in  the  pasting  of  the 
name  of  Richard  Olney  over  the  name  of  Joseph 
S.  Ropes  in  such  a  waj  as  to  cover  the  title,  also, 
of  th"  office.  Put.  the  committee  felt  that  a  proper 
interpretation  should  lie  given  to  I  he  manifest  in- 
tentions of  the  voters,  and  in  their  count  of  the 
ballots  they  have  credited  all  such  ballots  to 
Richard  Olney,  who  has,  including  all  such  ballots, 


pended 
turns  of 
the  huri 


582  votes,  making  a  tie  with  Joseph  S.  Ropes, 
which  fact  must  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  a  new  election  must  be 
ordered  by  this  Hoard,  to  take  place  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  this  month. 

In  counting  the  ballots  in  the  congressional  dis- 
trict, the  committee  have  credited  Josiah  G.Ab- 
bott with  all  ballots  which  read  Josiah  G.  Abbott 
of  Chelsea,  and  to  Ruins  S.  Frost  all  ballots  which 
read  Ruf'us  S.  Frost  of  Boston,  as  these  were  cases 
where  the  intent  of  the  voter  was  clearly  ex- 
pressed by-pasting  the  name  of  the  candidate  over 
another  without  wholly  covering  the  residence  of 
the  party  which  was  printed  on  the  ticket. 

In  the  examination  of  the  ballots  cast  in  "Ward 
20  for  representatives  to  the  General  Court,  the 
committee  found  eleven  ballots  for  J.  A.  McDon- 
ald for  representative  to  Congress,  and  one  ballot 
for  D.  G.  Quirk  for  the  same  office,  which  ballots 
were  not  credited  by  the  committee  to  those  per- 
sons as  representatives  to  the  General  Court. 

The  committee  would  here  state  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  counted  each  and  all  of  the 
ballots,  and  they  agreed  in  all  their  counts. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work,  the  committee  no- 
ticed the  following  ii regularities: 

In  Ward  1  there  was  found  a  package  contain - 
ing  six  tut/tots  indorsed  "deposited  fraudulently 
and  not  counted."  These  ballots  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  but  are  not  included  in  their 
count.  The  warden  of  Ward  1  appeared  before 
the  committee  and  stated  that  from  the  appear- 
ance of  these  ballots  and  the  way  in  which  they 
were  folded  the  ward  officers  thought  they  were 
deposited  fraudulently:  they  were  deposited  in 
three  paicels  of  two  each. 

In  Ward  3  there  were  found  four  packages,  con- 
ta.ning  in  all  eleven  ballots;  these  were  indorsed 
"in  the  opinion  of  the  ward  officers  fraudulently 
cast  and  not  counted."  The  warden  of  this  ward 
was  summoned  and  appealed  befoie  the  committee 
and  stated  that  the  ballots  were,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  ward  officers,  fraudulently  deposited  because 
they  were  folded  up  closely  together  with  one  uni- 
form crease  mark  through  them.  He.  did  not  ex- 
amine the  ballots,  but  placed  them  immediately 
aside  and  indorsed  them  as  stated.  The  commit- 
tee examined  these  ballots  but  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  their  count. 

In  Ward  5.  there  was  found  a  package  contain- 
ing twentv-seven  ballots,  indorsed.  "These  ballots 
were  stuffed,  T.  J.  Callahan,  Warden."  The  war- 
den and  cleik  of  this  ward,  and  also  one  of  the 
United  States  marshal'-,  appointed  for  this  ward, 
were  summoned,  and  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  testified  that  these  ballots 
were  found  pressed  tightly  together  in 
one  bundle;  and  they  stated  that  as  soon 
as  their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  pack- 
age they  were  satisfied  that  it  did  not 
pass  through  the  ballot  box,  but  must  have 
been  placed  upon  the  table  where  it  was  found 
(apart  from  the  other  ballots),  cither  by  some  one 
inside  the  rail,  or  was  placed  there  by  some  oerson 
outside  the  rail.  These  ballots  were  opened  and 
examined  by  the  committee,  but  arc  not  included 
in  their  count.  They  were  evidently  cast  in  the 
interest  of  the  local  representatives" only,  for  the 
names  of  both  candidates  for  Congress  were  found 
among  them. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  if  all  the  fraudulent 
ballots  found  in  the  boxes  of  the  three  wards 
above  mentioned  had  been  counted,  the  result  in 
this  city  would  not  be  affected  thereby.  The  total 
number  of  fraudulent  ballots  in  these  three  wards 
for  a  member  of  Congress  was  — for  Unfits  S.  Frost, 
25;  for  Josiah  G.  Abbott,  19. 

The  committee   therefore   recommend  that  the 
results  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
notify  the.  Representatives  of  their  election  to  the 
General  Court.    They  also  recommend  the  passage 
of  the   accompanying    order   authorizing    a    new 
election  in  Ward  17  for  one  Representative. 
Solomon  B.  Stebuins. 
Francis  A.  Peters. 
Alanson  Bigelow. 

Committee. 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  issued  for  a  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  17,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-third  day  of  November  ins  taut  (being  the 
fourth  Monday 'ii  said  month),  at  eight  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for 
one  Representative  to  the  General  Court  for  the 
Second  District  of  Norfolk  County,  there  having 
been  no  choice  of  Reprcsentative'on  the  third  of 
November  instant.  The  polls  to  he  kept  open  un- 
til four  o'clock,  I".  M. 
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Appended  is  the  table  referred  to  in  the  report : 
Fourth  Congressional  District. 
Ward  Returns.  Official  Count. 

Wards.    Frost.    Abbott.    Scat.     Frost.    Abbott.    Scat. 

1 1,104         1,267         ..  1,105         1,265 

2 515         1,609         ..  517         1,576  2 

3 520  841  3  525  841  3 


924 


546 


O'l.i 


Totals. 


5.799         ..  4.654         5,749 

Fifth  Norfolk  Senator,  Ward  16. 

Ward  Returns.       Official  Count. 

Smith 1,038  1,038 

Wentworth 725  798   • 

Scattering 28  21 

Representative  to  General  Count,  Ward  5. 
Names.  Ward  Returns.       Official  Count. 

Edward  B.  Rankin 340  344 

Francis  M.  Hughes 347  357 

Horace  L.  Bowker 268  277 

(Jeorge  A.  Shaw 255  257 

.I«.l,u  M.  Maguire 165  173 

];,,_',  r  H.  s.Mimell 245  256 

William  W.  Thain 143  143 

Robert  Met'ue     45  57 

Michael  H.  McCarthy 70  76 

All  others 7  10 

Representative  to  General  Count,  Ward  17. 

Ward  Returns.       official  Count. 

Joseph  S.  Ropes -582  582 

Richard  "llit-v 577  582 

E.  s.  Otoey 1 

Richard  Oldnev 1 

Francis  M.  Weld 1 

One  vote  for  Richard  Olnev  thrown  out  for  tech- 
nical informality. 

Representative  to  General  Court,  Ward  20. 

Ward  Returns.    OfficialCount. 

James  McDonald 534  521 

Dennis  G.  Quirk 492  512 

Franklin  Hopkins 441  446 

Dennis  Quirk 26 

F.  McDonald 1 

AUothers 4  4 

Representative  to  General  Court,  Ward  21. 

'  Ward  Returns.         Official  Count. 

John  D.  Flvnn 894  892 

Ji.lin  Sunburn 813  813 

George  R.  Kelso 666  666 

John  Samson 789  790 

Allen  I).  Hall 190  185 

AUothers 28 

Alderman   Peters— I   merely   wish   to    say,  al- 
though it  was  not  woith  while  to   put  it  into  tue 


report,  that  the  work  of  the  commi;tee  was  much 
increased  by  the  ward  officers  rolling  up  the  pack- 
ages of  ballots  instead  of  letting  them  remain  flat 
in  the  box  as  heretofore.  I  trust  the  ward  officers 
hereafter  will  not  roll  them  up.  The  ballots  are 
not  only  easier  to  count  when  in  flat  packages, 
but  they  can  be  more  easily  packed  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Ir  occurs  to  me  to  remark, 
also,  in  connection  with  the  variation  of  the  vote 
in  Ward  2  for  members  of  Congress,  that  perhaps 
I  had  better  state  how  this  was  caused.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  vote,  as  counted  by  the  commit- 
tee, is  less  than  that  reported  by  the  "ward  officers. 
The  votes  in  this  ina  were  rolled  up,  as  mentioned 
by  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury,  and  mark- 
ed "100  straight  tickets."  But. upon  examination, 
one  package  was  found  to  contain  eighty-eight 
and  another  seventy-eight,  thereby  making  the 
difference  between  'the  reports  of  the  committee 
and  the  ward  officers.  It  was  a  m^re  eiror  in 
counting  and  indorsing  the  package  by  the  ward 
officers. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  pas;  eel. 

COAL  FOE  THE  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  supplying  coal  required 
for  the  running  of  the  police  steamboat  Protector 
to  July  1. 1875;  the  experse thereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Alderman  Peters — Has  the  chairman  ascer- 
tained whether  a  different  kind  of  coal  is  re- 
quired from  that  supplied  by  the  contractor  with 
the  Committee  on  Fuel,  and  whether  we  have  not 
got  to  take  the  coal  under  that  contract.  That 
matter  was  in  doubt  when  I  last  saw  the  chairman, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  we  can  con- 
tract outside  or  whether  we  are  held  to  the  con- 
tract with  the  Committee  on  Fuel. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  kind  of  coal  required  by 
the  police  boat  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  contract 
to  supply  tlie  city  with  fuel.  Another  reason 
is,  we  must  have  it  where  it  can  be  loaded  con- 
veniently at  all  hours,  which  we  shall  have  to  do 
in  case  of  large  fire,  and  we  must  have  a  place 
where  we  can  come  and  coal  up  without  delay. 
We  have  found  a  place  in  Charlestown,  where,  if 


gency. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


nofe 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    9,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Court  (Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE     NOMINATION    CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Ephraim  W.  Farr. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  were  considered, 
and  no  objection  being  oft;  red,  they  were  several- 
ly recommitted  as  follows : 

'  On  expediency  of  constructing  a  common  sewer 
in  Third  street  between  O  &  N  streets— to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

On  petition  of  G.  K.  Withington,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  923 
Tremont  street— to  the  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

On  petition  of  South  I'.o-fon  Kaihoad  Company, 
for  extension  of  location  in  Ward  12,  and  on  peti- 
tion of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a 
location  on  Columbus  avenue— severally  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

CITIZENS'   GAS-LIGHT  COHPANV. 

The  petition  of  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Company  for 
leave  to  open  the  streets  of  the  city  and  lay  down 
pipes  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  citizens  with 
gas,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  objecting. 

Hons.  P.  A.  Collins  and  Henry  D.  Hyde  ap- 
peared for  the  petitioners;  Hon.  R.  M.  Morse.  Jr., 
appeared  for  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  and 
Mr.  George  Pucnam,  Jr.,  for  the  South  Boston 
Gas  Company,  a>  remonstrants. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  that  it  was  a 
very  important  subject,  that  several  gentlemen 
who  had  expected  to  be  present  were  not  here, 
and  moved  that  the  hearing  be  postponed.  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  Emery,  and  Power  objected  to  a 
postponement.  Alderman  Worthington  withdrew 
the  motion,  and  the  hearing  proceeded. 

Mr.  Collins  opened  the  case  for  the  petitioners, 
giving  a  history  of  the  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany. At  tne  last  Legislature  five  gentlemen, 
supported  by  3215  taxpayer^,  representing  sixty 
million  dollars,  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  as  a  Citizens'  Gas  Company. 
There  was  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Mercantile  Affairs,  and  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company  appeared  in  opposition.  A  divided  re- 
port was  made,  but  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate incorporating  A.  H.  Rice  and  others  as  the 
Citizens' Gas  Light  Company  of  Boston.  In  that 
bill  was  a  proviso  that  the  company  shorn  d  not 
sell  out  their  charter  to  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company,  and  should  be  responsible  for  all  dam- 
age done  to  the  water  pipes  or  sewers,  and  should 
be  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  should  prescribe ;  and  that  bill  went 
to  the  House,  where  a  substitute  was  passed  with 
a  section  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  gas 
works  by  the  city  and  allowing  the  city  to  pur- 
chase the  Boston  Gas  Light  Works  within  one  year. 
This  bill  was  defeated  in  the  Senate.  The  peti- 
tioners did  not  at  first  organize  under  the  general 
law  because  they  wanted  authority  to  increase 
their  capital  stock  to  two  and  a  half  millions. 
Since  then  the  company  has  been  formed  under 
the  general  law  with  a  capital  of  $5000,  with  the 
privilege  of  increasing  it  to  a  million.  The  mini- 
mum amount  was  taken  in  order  to  save  the  fees 
necessary  to  pay  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

It  is  proposed,  if  the  consent  of  the  Board  is  ob- 
tained to  lay  down  pipes  in  the  streets,  to  go 
ahead  and  increase  the  capital  to  a  million  dollars, 
to  lay  pipes  and  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  and  when  the  million 
dollars  capital  is  used  up  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  get  authority  to  make  a  further  increase. 
George  ().  Carpenter  is  president  of  the  company 
and  Henry  Smith  treasurer.  The  petitioners  are 
prepared  to  give  any  information  the  Board  de- 
sired, and  Mr.  Collins  proceeded  to  call  his  wit- 
Mr.  George  0.  Carpenter,  president  of  the  new 
company,  said  that  the  interests  of  the  city  were 
such  that  no  one  company  should  have  a  monopo- 


ly, but  that  gas  should  be  furnished  at  reasonable 
prices.  The  Boston  Gas  Company  never  had  any 
restrictions  placed  upon  it,  and  charged  consu- 
mers whatever  it  desired.  The  new  company  had 
been  formed  in  good  faith,  and  if  allowed  to  lay 
pipes,  etc.,  one  of  its  first  acts  would  be  to  reduce 
the  price  of  gas  much  lower  than  that  chaiged  by 
the  Boston  Gas  Company.  The  Citizens'  Company 
desired  to  have  such  re.- frictions  placed  upon  it  aV, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  deemed  wise,  and  their  in- 
tentions and  purposes  were  nonest. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Horse,  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company, inquirea  of  Mr.  Carpenter  how 
much  money  had  been  pad  in.  Mr.  Carpenter  re- 
plied that  the  sum  of  800(10  had  been  pan!  in  ;  that 
the  corporation  had  not  deemed  it  prudent  to 
commence  the  erection  of  works  until  permission 
was  first  obtained  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  it 
was  proposed  to  make  gas  out  of  coal  and  Lot  of 
petroleum  ;  the  manufacture  of  gas  had  been  dis- 
cussed for  some  time  past  and  several  gentlemen 
had  been  consulted  in  the  matter;  the  main  reason 
that  he  favored  the  new  company  was  because  he 
considered  that  competition  was" a  good  thing  m  a 
growing  community. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  George  Putnam,  Jr.,  counsel 
for  the  South  Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  Mr. 
Carpenter  said  that  the  Citizens'  Gas  Company 
desired  to  cover  the  same  territory  as  was  now 
covered  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company;  the  new 
company  desired  always  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen;  although  the  new  corpo- 
ration had  no  general  ie.ea  of  the  manufacture  of 
gas,  etc.,  fe  was  willing  to  say  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  associates  that  they  would  pay  in  8250,000; 
the  profits  made  by  the  Bo.- ton  Ga-  Coin]. any  were 
enough  to  convince  them  that  the  experiment 
would  be  a  safe  one. 

George  P.  Baldwin  said  to  Mr.  Hyde  that  he 
was  acting  in  good  faith,  was  willing  to  put  in 
every  dollar  he  has  or  can  borrow.  As  Director  of 
the  Public  Institutions  he  said  the  cost  of  manu- 
facturing gas  at  the  House  of  Correction  and 
Deer  Island  is  .81.05  per  thousand  ;  at  the  Lunatic 
Hospital  and  Home  for  the  Poor  the  cost  is  the 
same,  while  the  Boston  Gas  Company  charges  him 
§2.50  per  thousand. 

To  Mr.  Morse  he  said  there  was  a  regular  en- 
gineer employed  at  the  houses  ot  Industry  and 
Correction;  did  not  know  the  engineer's  iiame; 
he  had  the  report  of  his  associates  on  the  hoard, 
each  month,  giving  the  cost  of  making  the  gas; 
he  knew  his  statement  was  within  a  very  tew 
cents  at  le;; st ;  every  expense  is  included  except 
interest  on  cost  of  laying  pipes;  labor  at  the 
island  is  a  merely  nominal  sum,  but  a  compe- 
tent superintendent  is  employed;  some  of  the 
labor  is  dene  by  convicts;  the  only  labor  al- 
lowed for  is  what  is  paid  for,  as  he  under- 
stood it;  the  principal  cost  is  the  material 
itself  from  which  the  gas  is  made;  the  coarse 
taboris   done   by  the   inmate-;    he   thought  each 


is  a  bituminous  coal;  had  heard  it  said  that  the 
best  coal  is  cheapest,  and  thought  it  cost  eight 
dollars  per  ton  or  more;  had  never  noticed  the 
quality  of  the  Boston  (las  Company's  coal;  had 
never  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  what  it  cost 
the  gas  company  ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  an  ex- 
pert, but  he  had  taken  hold  of  many  businesses 
with  less  information  than  he  had  of  'this;  he  be- 
lieved that  a  company  that  had  had  a  monopoly 
for  fifty  years  could  not  be  harmed  by  honorable 
competition;  he  wanted  a  fair  return  for  his 
money  by  judicious  management  and  courtesy  to 
the  customers. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Baldwin  if  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  three  per  cent.,  and  Mr.  Baldwin 
declined  to  answer. 

Mr.  Morse  said  he  wanted  to  nrobe  this  matter 
to  the  bottom,  and  see  what  basis  the  movement 
had. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  a  return  of  from  eigl  t  to  ten 
per  cent,  would  be  a  fair  return,  ami  if  he  received 
that  he  would  be  satisfied.  He  knew  the  project 
was  started  in  good  faith  to  provide  the  citizens 
with  good  gas  at  as  low  lates  as  possible. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Baldwin  how  much  his  sub- 
scription to  the  85000  was;  Mr.  Hyde  objected  and 
said  tint  if  any  member  of  the  Board 'desired  to 
see  their  subscription  list  of  si  .oiio.ooi),  or  desired 
a  8100.000  deposit  for  a  guarantee,  they  could  have 
it  tomorrow.  It  is  rather  an  impertinent  question 
for  a  rival  corporation  to  ask  how  much  the  stock 
holders  have  paid  in.  They  came  in  good  faith  to 
pay  and  risk  their  own  nionev. 

Mr.  Morse  desired  that  the  subscription  paper 
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should  lie  pro. lueed;  it  was  a  ridiculous  proposi- 
tion that  a  company  should  wan.  to  build  works 
and  lay  pipes  wit.li  a  capital  of  only  $5000. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  the  City  Government  might  put 
anv  condition  thev  chose,  requiring  that  not  a 
street  should  be  opened  until  $1,0110,0110  had  been 
subscribed. 

To  Mr.  Morse  Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  no  definite 
estimates  had  been  made  as  to  the  exact  cost  of 
works  or  laying  pipes,  but  they  had  had  state- 
ments from  several  parties  making  approximate 
estimates,  and  he  was  astonished  to  lear?  how 
cheaply  gas  could  be  made  at  the  public  institu- 
tions: lie  had  also  talked  with  several  parties  in 
New  York. 

To  Mr.  Putnam  Mr.  Baldwin  said  estimates  had 
been  made  that  they  could  furnish  gas  at  a  less 
rate  than  is  at  present  furnished  by  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company;  he  knew  they  had  intelligent 
gentlemen  who  ii ad  made  such  estimates;  he  did 
not  suppose  they  would  first  begin  to  supply  gas; 
they  intended  to  start  u  ithin  the  present  city  lim- 
its; no  action  has  been  taken;  he  did  not  care  to 
advertise  the  amount  he  was  willing  to  subscribe 
to  the  million  dollars;  it  was  a  question  as 
to  how  many  customers  they  could  get  away 
from  the  Boston  (ias  Light  Company. 

To  Alderman  Brooks  Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  did 
not  know  the  kind  of  coal  to  be  used,  but  it  would 
be  the  best. 

To  Alderman  Peters  Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  in 
the  estimate  of  the  Deer  Island  gas  no  allowance 
was  made  for  interest  on  works. 

To  Mr.  Collins  Mr.  Baldwin  said  they  proposed 
to  go  anywhere  they  could  get  customers,  and  to 
take  their  own  risk. 

Mr.  Leopold  Morse  (called  by  Mr.  Collins)  said 
he  was  one  of  the  corporators,  acting  in  good 
faith,  and  intended  to  go  ahead. 

To  Mr.  R.  M.  Morse  Mr.  Leopold  Morse  said  it 
was  generally  undci stood  by  his  friends  that  he 
was  willing  to  go  ahead.  He  had  not  seen  any 
subscription  paper  for  a  million  dollars;  his  sub- 
scription to  the  original  company  was  $500;  he  had 
made  no  special  estimate,  but  his  gei.eral  impres- 
sion was  that  chey  could  make  a  success  of  it.  He 
was  not  so  great  a  philanthropist  as  the.  Boston 
Gas  Company  is.  but  perhaps  'he  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton would  get  as  much  benefit  fi  0111  his  company 
as  from  the  other;  he  had  formed  a  general  opin- 
ion that  the  business  was  profitable,  else  the  Bos- 
ton Gas  Light  Company  would  not  be  there  to  op- 
pose it. 

Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy,  called  by  Mr.  Collins,  said 
he  was  managing  directorof  the  Mutual  lias  Light 
Company  of  New  York,  and  had  had  twenty-live 
years'  experience  in  building  gas  works  in  San 
Francisco,  Newark,  Detroit,  New  York  and  other 
cities.  In  Detroit  there  were  two  companies, 
whose  pipes  were  laid  side  by  side,  and  in  New 
York  there  were  five,  one  of  which  had  a  right  to 
go  into  the  district  of  either  of  the  other  four.  In 
New  York  there  aic  four  companies,  each  with  a 
separate  district,  and  the  Mutual  has  the  right  to 
go  into  all  districts,  though  only  three  are  occu- 
pied at  present. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Morse,  he  said  the  price  in  New 
York  was  §2.75,  the  competing  company  charging 
the  same  as  the  otheis,  but  the  quality  of  the 
gas  has  been  much  improved,  and  therefore  there 
nad  been  a  substantial  '"duction.  In  Detroit  the 
old  companv  was  selling  for  $2,  and  the  new  com- 
pany for  si  to  large  coir  uiuers  and  $1.50  to  small 
consumers.  He  thought  gas  could  be  furnished 
in  Boston  by  the  new  company  for  $2,  and  the 
company  pay  a  go<  d  dividend  at  that  price. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  the  Mutual  company  had  not 
paid  a  dividend  because  they  had  to  spend  all 
their  earnings  in  extending  their  works.  They 
had  been  operating  two  years,  spent  three  mil- 
lions for  works ;  they  use  the  Pennsylvania  coal ; 
have  seventy  miles  of  pipes  laid.  It  took  about 
eight  month's  to  build  the  works  in  Detroit,  where 
gas  has  been  reduced  from  ,s2  per  thousand  to  ftl 
for  large  consumers  and  $1.50  for  small  ones. 

To  Mr.  Putnam,  Mr-.  Kennedy  said  he  had  not 
made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  works  for  Boston. 
The  reduction  in  the  New  York  price  was  from 
the  fact  that  the  gas  is  of  a  better  quality,  gives  a 
better  light,  and  the  better  the  gas  the  slower  it 
passes  through  the  meters.  The  interruption  to 
travel  by  laying  the  pipes  had  not  been  very  great. 

Questions  were  asked  Mr.  Kennedy  as  to  the 
cost  of  making  gas  and  he  replied  that  that  in- 
formation was  the  property  of  the  companies  who 
employed  him  and  he  did'  not  feel  authorized  to 
tell  it  without  their  authority.  He  thought  there 
was  enough  margin  to  induce  men  to  go  into  the 


business;  with  works  of  modern  construction,  and 
with  .-judicious  management  gas  could  lie  sold  at  a 
less  juice  per  thousand  than  is  now  charged,  and 
with  a  maigin  left  for  a  fair  profit. 

To  Alderman  Hall  Mr.  Kennedy  said  the  light 
in  that  room  was  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  caudle 
power;  in  New  York  the  Mutual  Company  supnlies 
twenty-candle  power,  while  that  of  the  other  com- 
panies  is  fourteen  and  a  half  and  sixteen  and  a 
half  candle  power. 

He  declined  to  state  what  the  cost  per  thousand 
feet  was  to  the  Mutual  (ias  Company. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  they  were  talk- 
ing a  great  deal  without  coming  to  the  point.  The 
new  company  ask  leave  to  open  the  streets  and 
say  they  can'furnish  gas  at  a  less  price  than  is  at 
present  charged  and  pay  a  profit  to  their  stock- 
holders. That  is  the  direct  point  the  Board  want.  If 
he  voted  to  give  this  company  leave  to  dig  up  the 
streets,  he  must  be  assured  that  they  can  furnish 
gas  at  a  less  price  ami  at  a  profit,  so  that  here- 
after the  city  will  have  two  competing  companies 
and'the  new* one  will  not  lie  sold  out  to  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company,  and  the  city  will  not  have 
only  one  company  after  having  submitted  to  the 
inconvenience  of  digging  up  the  streets.  He  de- 
sired the  new  company  to  answer  that  question, 
as  that  was  the  point  to  be  decided,  and  which 
should  be  decided  before  the  permit  is  given.  He 
wanted  the  solid  facts,  without  any  equivocation. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  he  could  guarantee  to  give  a 
better  light  for  a  less  price  than  what  gas  is  now 
sold  for.  He  thought  they  could  afford  it  for  aless 


three  dollars  per  street  lamp,  including  the  light- 
ing and  the  repairs,  while  the  juice  was "fifty- three 
dollars  when  they  began  work.  That  was 'at  the 
rate  of  $2.75  per  thousand. 

Mr.  W.  "W.  Greenough,  president  of  the  Boston 
(las  Light  Company,  took  the  stand  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Hyde,  counsel  for  the  petitioners.  The 
price  of  gas  now  is  S2.50  per  thousand,  but  he  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  state  the  co  t  jier  thousand 
without  the  consent  of  his  directors;  he  regarded 
the  information  as  confidential.  The  corporation 
started  with  $75,ooo  rajiital;  $2,500,000  are  paid  in, 
and  recently  $1,500,000  were  added  at  $7.85.  with  a 
par  value  of  $5.  They  had  regularly  paid  ten  per 
cent,  dividends.  Their  works  are  taxed  for 
$;;,oo(i.ooo;  the  pijies  are  assessed  a",  personal 
property  at  .$050,000.  He  did  not  know 
of  any  city  in  America  which  afforded  such  good 
facilities  for  delivering  gas  to  consumers  as  Bos- 
ton. The  average  power  of  the  gas  made  last  year 
was  nineteen  candles ;  it  is  tested  daily  at'  the 
works  and  at  the  office;  possibly  it,  might  go  down 
to  sixteen,  but  he  never  knew  it  to  go  down  to 
fourteen.  It  had  been  the  object  of  the  company 
to  furnish  gas  at  an  average  rate  to  the  consumer, 
though  the  cost  had  varied  at  different  times. 
He  believed  that  if  the  people  had  better  informa- 


in  regard  to  the   gas  company  they  would  not 
be   so   prejudiced    against   the 
that    the    gas    furnished    in    Boston 


He   believed 


propo  'lion  to  the  cost,  cheaper  than  in  any  other 
city  in  the  United  States.  He  did  not  see  that 
there  was  any  leason  for  another  gas  company 
where  one  could  do  the  work.  The  number  of 
consumers  is  limited;  the  cajiital  employed  must 
pay  its  dividends.  Mr.  Greenough  explained  at 
some  length  the  method  of  collecting  the  bills, 
and  to  Aldci man  Cutler  he  said  the  unpaid  bills 
amounted  to  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  per 
cent,  a  year. 

To  Aldei men  Peters  and  Hall  Mr.  (ireenoiigh 
said  the  street  lamjis  in  Boston  burned  four  feet 
an  hour,  while  in  New  York  it  was  only  three  feet. 

Mr.  Kennedy  dccalled)  said  to  Alderman  Worth- 
ington that  it  was  his  ini|iression  that  a  new  com- 
jiany  could  furnish  gas  at  $2  a  thousand  and  pay  a 
dividend. 

After  further  remarks  the  fuithcr  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  postponed  to  4  P.  M.  next 
Monday,  and  the  Board  voted  that  the  next  regu- 
lar meeting  should  be  at  3  P.M. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To   the   Joint    Committee    on    Public    Lands. 

Rowland  lClbs  el  at.,  that  the  passageways  west 
of  Tremont  street,  from  Worcester  street  to  New- 
ton street,  be  drained. 

To  i/ir  fimumltrr  an  Lain  /is.  Francis  J.  Ward 
rt  at.,  for  a  street  laniji  on  Cleveland  street. 

Tothr  Join!  Coniiilitlrr  on  Sit  irrl/  ami  1 11  spre- 
tion  ofBtiildlnr/s.  J.  S.  Nason,  for  leave  to  enlarge 
a  wooden  building  at  02S  Main  street,  Ward  22. 

Tothr  Committee  on  Steam    Engines.    Joseph 
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Xeediiam,  for  leave  to  erect  a   small  furnace  on 
Bennington  street,  near  Saratoga  street. 

To  the  Commute  on  Market.  Samuel  Talbot, 
Jr.,  et  al.,  occupints  of  Quincy  and  Faneuil  Hall 
markets,  representing  that  the  room  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  said  markets  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
tiansaction  of  the  busine-s  that  rightfully  he- 
longed  to  it;  and  believing  it  to  be  lor  the  best 
interests  of  buyer  and  seller,  and  of  the  public  at 
large,  to  have  the  business  concentrated  in  one 
place  instead  of  having  two  markets,  the  petition- 
ers suggested  that  the  tract  of  land  lying  between 
the  extension  of  South  Market  street  and  the 
granite  stores  on  Commercial  street  owned  by 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  and  others  would  be  a  suita- 
ble place  to  accommodate  the  increasing  business 
of  our  markets,  ami  a  place  where  tlie  buyer  and 
seller  as  well  as  the  public  at  large  would  be  bet- 
ter accommodated  than  they  possibly  could  be  by 
having  the  market  business  carried  on  in  two  sep- 
arate places  as  at  the  present  time. 
.  To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  A.  M.  Morton 
&  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  stores  on  the  Washington- 
street  extension  be  numbered. 

"Wilson  &  Brother  et  al.,  that  Athens  street  be 
paved  and  sidewalks  laid  between  A  and  B  streets. 

EliFernald.for  an  appropriation  to  put  Fort 
avenue  m  order. 

Howard  Slade,  for  leave  to  erect  a  iamppojt 
and  lantern  at  88  and  90  Court  street. 

D.  Chamberlin  et  al.,  that  Mystic  street,  be- 
tween Dedham  and  Canton  streets,  be  paved. 

M.  B.  Murray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Russell  street,  Cbarlestown. 

Axel  Dearborn  et  al.,  that  Cumston  street  be 
paved  with  wood. 

G-.  S.  Hillard  and  S.  S.  Shaw,  trustees,  to  be 
compensated  fur  grade  damage's  at  '■)  anil  11  Corn- 
hill. 

Trustees  of  Tufts  College,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Kilby  street. 

Augustus  Tacchella  et  al.,  that  Stillman  place 
lie  paved. 

Choate  Burnham  et  al.,  that  Vale  street,  east  of 
Lowland  street,  by  graded. 

Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  Culvert  street 
be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  F.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twenty-five  horses  on  Norfolk 
avenue,  near  Hampden  street. 

Thomas  Eager,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  hoists  on  Washington  street,  Ward 
16. 

J.  Ellery  Piper,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  twelve  horses  on  wharf  476  and  478  At- 
lantic avenue. 

William  Cogan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Ninth  street,"near  H. 

Lancaster  &  I'phani,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  cow  and  one  horse,  on 
wharf  285  Medford  street,  Ward  21. 

Margaret  Caddick,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Bremen  street," rear  of  309 
and  311  Bennington  street,  Ward  1. 

J.  Ingersoll  Bow  ditch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  additional  horses  on  Pond 
street. 

N.  C.  A.  Preble  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  pro- 
posed stable  on  Head  place. 

Heirs  of  William  Bngham,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  cellar  below  grade  at  1053  Washington  street. 

Joseph  F.  Barry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Spring  park,  Ward  17. 

Thomas  Liversidge,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  River  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  F.  Bradford  §2587.50,  for 
Washington-street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  §2655,  for 
Washington-street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  the  Fifty  Associates  $3010,  for  Brat- 
tle-street damages. 

Order  to  pay  D.  B.  Flint  §297.91,  for  Cottage- 
street  damages. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  A.  Johnson  87000,  for  Kilby- 
stieet  grade  damages. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalks  on 
H  street  from  Broadway  to  Emerson  street. 

Order  to  pave  Athens*  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets, with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  §4000. 

Severally  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  li- 
cense plumbers,  and  to  make  regulations  relating 
to  water  fixtures. 


Alderman  Cutter— I  move  to  lay  the  order  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

Alderman  Cutter — Members  of  the  Board  may 
be  familiar  with  this,  but  I  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  that  we  might  gain  some  information.  I 
hardly  think  we  are  ready  to  license  plumbers.  If 
you  have  to  employ  a  plumber  in  an  emergency 
and  cannot  get  any  but  a  licensed  plumber,  the 
tenants  would  have  to  wait,  and  perhaps  suffer  in- 
jury. It  would  be  as  well  to  license  gas-fitters  as 
plumbers.  The  Water  Board  can  inspect  the 
works  at  anv  time.  There  was  no  certainty  of 
getting  the  work  done  better  under  a  license  sys- 
tem, and  the  large  firms  will  send  incompetent 
men  to  do  the  work. 

Alderman  Peters— The  attempt  to  have  the  Wa- 
ter Board  regulate  fixtures  is  altogether  without 
precedent.  Why  cannot  we  as  well  license  lathers, 
builders  and  masons?  Any  man  who  has  a  right 
to  carry  on  a  business  should  not  be  compelled  to 
take  out  a  license.  I  doubt  whether  any  such  a 
law  would  be  legal. 

Alderman  Power — I  object  to  the  order  because 
it  is  clearly  illegal  to  compel  a  man  doing  a  legiti- 
mate business  to  take  out  a  license. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  and  stated  that  it 
was  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  such  a  law. 

Alderman  Power-But  I  do  not  believe  the  Leg- 
islature has  any  authority  to  pass  such  a  law.  I 
think  it  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  constitution. 
The  Legislature  parsed  a  law  authorizing  this  city 
to  issue  fire  bonds,  but  the  Supreme  Court  decid- 
ed that  they  had  no  right  to  pass  such  a  law. 

Alderman  Prescott—PTobably  if  it  is  unconsti- 
tional  the  Legislature  will  not  pass  it.  The  Board 
now  has  power  to  license  auctioneers,  pawn  brok- 
ers, victuallers,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  get 
authority  to  license  plumbers.  I  understand  that 
in  other  cities  where  plumbers  are  licensed,  this 
system  works  well.  Cert  inly  it  will  do  no  harm 
to  get  the  authority. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  City  Couneil  last  June  by 
an  order  reported  from  the  Water  Board  based 
on  a  report  of  the  Water  Registrar,  who  went  into 
the  matter  very  thoroughly  and  showed  the  ne- 
cessity for  licensing  p1umbers.  The  order  was 
passed  and  the  legislative  committee  agreed  to 
report  a  bill,  but  afterward  some  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  and  the  bill  was  withheld,  and 
later  in  the  session  a  report  was  made  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw.  During  the 
year  the  Water  Registrar  has  again  and  again 
called  attention  to  the  necessity'  of  licensing 
plumbers  as  is  done  va  New  York,  Al- 
bany, Chicago  and  other  cities,  where  plumb- 
ers are  not  allowed  to  place  flxtuies  in  a  bouse 
until  they  are  inspected  by  the  Water  Board.  The 
difficulty"  is  that  cheap  works  are  put  in  which 
cause  not  onlv  loss  to  the  owner,  but  a  great  waste 
of  water.  This  movement  is  in  the  interest  of 
people  who  purchase  houses.  It  will  cost  a  little 
more  in  the  first  place,  but  the  pipes  will  be  i  ut 
where  they  cannot  freeze.  Such  a  system  will 
not  prevent  any  one  from  employing  cheap 
ulumbers  if  he  chooses;  it  simply  provides  that 
plumbers  shall  put  it  fixtures  that  must  be  in- 
spected by  the  Water  Board.  All  the  most  re- 
spectable plumbers  in  the  city  desire  the  system. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hove  no  doubt  the  boss 
plumbers  desire  such  a  law  as  this,  because  they 
want  absolute  power  to  compel  citizens  to  employ 
them.  If  a  man  should  come  here  from  the  Prov- 
inces who  had  served  seven  years  at  his  trade,  we 
could  not  employ  him.  I  had  plumbing  done  by 
Lockwood  &  Luuib  which  did  not  prove  good. 
When  I  went  to  see  about  it,  the  man  who 
did  the  work  had  been  discharged,  and  they 
could  not  tell  me  anything  about  it.  Yet 
who  pretends  that  Lockwood  &  Lunib  would 
be  refused  a  license?  I  want  a  plumber 
who  carries  on  his  own  businsss  and  does  his  own 
work.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  8  promised  to 
notify  me  when  that  hearing  was  to  take  place, 
but  he  did  not.  But  when  the  committee  came  to 
hear  the  argument  on  the  other  side  they  refused 
the  bill.  I  say  it  is  well  for  this  Board  to  consider 
well  before  this  petition  to  inaugurate  such  a 
despotism  as  this  will  be  is  granted. 

Aldeiman  Brooks— This  is  simply  proscription 
in  regard  to  plumbing.  Only  favorite- would  be 
licensed. 

Alderman  Hall— It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to 
stop  before  we  begin  to  license  the  mechanics  of 
this  country.  Every  man  who  comes  to  this  con- 
tinent should  not  be  shut  out  from  the  privilege 
of  earning  bis  daily-bread,  and  should  be  allowed 
to  work  without  a  license.     You  sent  the  Mayor 
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to  the  Legislature  for  power  to  consolidate 
the  two  "water  boards,  and  you  got  a 
license  for  him  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners. Instead  of  the  Water  Board  try- 
ing to  license  plumbers,  they  had  hotter  try  to 
find  the  leaks.  The  Water  Board,  imbecile  as  it  is 
today,  has  got  all  it  can  do  without  trying  to 
license  plumbers.  This  is  one  of  the  most  out- 
rageous acts  ever  attempted  In  this  city.  If  you 
pass  this  tonight,  tccjuire  that  all  mechanics  shall 
be  licensed,  and  the  people  will  treat  it  as  they  did 
Governor  Talbot  for  vetoing  the  liquor  bills. 

Alderman  Peters— People  who  build  houses  have 
the  right  to  employ  any  one  they  please.  It  is 
ridiculous  to  say  that  this  thing  shall  be  regulated 
by  only  three  men.  I  move  that  this  order  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  that  we  get  the  opinion  ox  the 
City  Solicitor  on  the  question. 
Tne  motion  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  8. 
Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power -5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bi_ielow,  Clark,  Eme?y,  Harris, 
Prex'-ott,  S-.ebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Alder-man  Cutter  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"shall,"  and  insert  "may,"  so  that  it  shall  read 
"plumbers  may  be  licensed." 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  "shall"  the 
right  word;  they  w  in  ted  something  positive. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  law  might  amount 
to  something  if  the  amendment  were  adopted; 
but  that  it  wouldn't  if  the  amendment  were  not 
passed. 

Alderman    Stebbins    thought    the    Legislature 
could  he  trusted. 
The  amendment  was  lost— 5  for,  6  against. 
On  motion  of  Alderman    Brooks,  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
next  Monday— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Biooks,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emery. 
Hall,  Peters,  Power— 7. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Harris,  Prescott, 
SteDDins,  Worthington— 5. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  waters  of  Charles  River  for  sup- 
ply to  this  city.  Laid  en  the  table  for  one  week, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Report  in  a  new  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  re- 
strict the  rate  of  speed  f or  driving  in  the  public 
streets  to  seven  miles  an  hour,  except  in  Wards  16, 
17  and  19,  where  the  rate  may  be  ten  miles  an  hour. 
Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"with  the  exception  of  the  driveway  round  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  situated  in  the  last-named 
ward,  where  the  rate  of  speed  shall  be  restricted 
to  seven  miles  an  hour." 

Alderman  Cutter— It  strikes  me  that  it  is  not 
strictly  a  public  driveway. 

Aim  rman  Stebbins— A  portion  of  it  is,  for  it  is 
part  of  the  road  from  BrookPne  to  Newton.  When 
the  road  was  laid  out  the  Water  Board  had  power 
co  divert  the  line  of  the  road,  so  that  the  part  run- 
ning by  the  reserve:  r  is  a  public  street.  My  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  fact  by  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board  in  the  other  branch.  If  fast  driving 
is  allowed  there  it  will  cause  great  injury  to  the 
driveway. 

Alderman  Hall— 1  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
pievail.  Are  the  Water  Board  to  control  plumb- 
ers and  regulate  the  speed  of  horses  in  the  sireets? 
Before  Brighton  came  in  there  was  no  rate  of 
speed  and  every  man  could  drive  as  fast  as  he 
chose. 

The  Chairman— It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
that  the  driveway  is  not  an  accepted  street  and  is 
not  under  the  control  of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Emery — 1  shall  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  believe  that  unless  you  keep  a 
large  number  of  policemen  there  you  will  be  able 
to  regulate  the  speed.  It  is  no  use  to  make  laws 
unless  it  is  intended  to  enforce  them. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost 
—yeas  5,  nays  7: 

yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Peters,  Pre  - 

N.av. —Aldermen  Brooks,  (lark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Power,  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  strike  out  "seven" 
and  insert  "eight,"  and  to  strike  out  "ten"  and 
insert  "twelve,''  in  the  section  naming  the  num- 
ber, of  miles  per  hour. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Hall,  Alderman 
Power  modified  the  amendment  so  that  "twelve" 

Alderman  Cutlei  oppo-ed   the   amendment,  and 

cited  tl angers  incident  to  last  driving  in  the 

street- of  1,  <•  suburban  wards  which  tins  amend- 
ment would  allow. 

Alderman  Hall  believed  it  would  be  satisfactory 


to  all  parties,  while  he  had  not  seen  a  single  man 
satisfied  with  the  ordnance  as  reported. 

Alderman  Prescott  opposed  the  amendment  and 
preferred  the  ordinance  repotted  by  the  commit- 
tee, though  he  should  vote  for  it  loluctantly.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  tell  whether  a  man  were  driv- 
ing at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  The  law 
was  not  like  that  of  the  Modes  .-.ml  Persians,  to  he 
enforced  to  the  letter,  but  an  ordinance  warrant- 
ing twelve  miles  an  hour  should  not  be  put  on  the 
book. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was 
adopted— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldennen  'Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott, Stebbins — 5. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed— yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Veas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,"  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott—4. 

Passed  in  non-concurrence  and  sent  down. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

Chief  of  Police.  Communication  representing 
the  apparently  unnecessary  blockades  in  the 
streets  by  horse  cars  at  certain  hours  of  the  dt.y 
has  become  a  matter  of  greet  inconvenience 
to  public  travel,  which  the  police,  under  pres- 
ent legal  enactments,  have  not  the  power  to 
regulate,  in  view  of  the  frequent  changes  and 
modifications  of  the  statutes  and  ordinances. 
What  is  most  required  is  an  ordinance  re- 
pealing the  number  of  cars  of  each  corpo- 
ration running  through  any  street  during 
each  hour,  the  rate  of  speed,  the  prevention 
of  unnecessary  ;  tops,  a.  i-hortor  distance  between 
cars,  and  holding  the  individual  in  charge  respon- 
sible for  violations.  This  can  be  done  under  chap- 
ter 29,  section  13,  acts  of  1874.  The  attention  of 
the  Board  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject. 
Referi  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Quarterly  report  for  Oct. 
31:  Cash  on  hand  .Inly  31,  $51S. its';  received  from 
City  Treasurer,  $29,358.97;  cash  from  cities  and 
towns,  $30i;.S0;  total  receipts,  S29,ssi.so.  Paid  for 
burials,  §19110.37;  cities  and  towns,  for  relief  of 
Boston  poor,  $',i:iii;.3s;  lor  coal, -¥4.311;  for  groceries, 
.•S03S7.50;  for  immediate  relief  of  persons  having 
no  settlement,  .$1*9.50;  total  disbursements,  $25^ 
119.17.    Cash  on  hand,  $5294.07.     Sent  down. 

Communication  requesting  the  city  to  assume 
the  tax  upon  the  property  given  by  the  heirs  of 
David  Sears  to  the  city  of  Boston,  Way  1, 1874. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

Siijiii-iiiti  ■mlnit  of  North  Sriilex.  Quarterly  re- 
post  for  June  1— R-veipts,  $070.53;  paid  into  the 
city  treasury,  .$211.47;  expenses  of  office,  $29.15; 
divided  by  incumbents,  $270.62.     Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  li  esand  alarm:-, 
for  October— Total  number  fires,  69;  bells,  48; 
stills,  19;  false,  0;  needless,  2;  tires  confined  to 
one  building.  59;  extended  to  other  buildings,  4; 
loss  on  building-,  $24,087;  loss  on  stock,  $33,997; 
full  insurance  on  buildings,  $209,425;  do.  on  stock, 
$271,375;  buildings  slightly  damaged,  54;  consid- 
erably do.,  7;  totally  destroyed,  2.    Sent  down. 

DRAINAGE  OF  MYSTIC  POND. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Mystic  Water 
Boaid  (City  Doc.  94),  in  response  to  an  order  re- 
questing said  board  to  prepare  and  submit  esti- 
mates of  the  oxper.se  of  constructing  a  sewer  to 
carry  away  the  imparities  which  now  discharge 
into'Mysti'e  Pond  from  the  towns  of  Winchester 
and  Woburn  and  certain  tanneries  and  other 
manufactories.  The  board  say  that  very  soon  af- 
ter the  pa  sage  of  the  order, 'they  employed  Mr. 
Thomas  Doane,  a  civil  engineer  of  unquestioned 
renutation  and  ability,  to  make  the  necessary  ob- 
servations and  surv-ys,  and  to  prepare  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  a  sewer  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  take  away  the  impurities  which  ate  now  dis- 
charged from  the  places  named  in  the  older,  into 
streams  which  find  their  way  into  the  Mystic  I  ond. 
Mr.  Doane  has  been  carefully  over  the  ground,  ha* 
made  the  surveys  and  estimates,  and  we  present 
the  result  of  his  labor;,  in  his  own  report,  hereto 
annexed.  'I  he  estimate  is  lor  the  construction  of 
sewers  for  a.  length  of  79,9X3  feet,  at  a  co- 1  of 
$100,000.  The  surveys  have  been  carefully 
made,  the  sewers  all  actually  located  upon 
the  ground,  and  the  size  of  each  is  be- 
lieved to  be  equal  to  the  need  in  each 
case,  and  the  board  are  of  the  opinion  that  with 
the  present  prices  of  materials  and  labor  the  work 
ctin  be  done  for   the  sum   named.      What  propoi- 
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tion  of  the  expense  of  construct  in*;  the  sewers,  or 
what  amount  diould  lie  naid  for  the  right  to  enter 
them,  after  they  are  built,  by  the  owners  of  man- 
ufactories or  dwellings  who  are  now,  it  is  believed, 
unlawfully  draining  into  the  tributary  streams  of 
Mystic  Pond,  is  a  question  which  the  board  can- 
no*  answer,  and  which  will  perhaps  require  legal 
action  to  determine ;  but  it  seems  reasonable  only 
to  suppose  that  a  share  of  the  cost  should  be  borne 
by  these  parties.  If  a  system  of  sewerage  for  the 
towns  of  Woburn,  Winchester  and  Medford  was 
to  be  adopted  and  paid  for,  as  it  should  be,  by  the 
places  benefited,  it  would  be  requisite  to  do  the 
work  on  a  larger  si.  ale  and  at  a  greatly  increased 
cost;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  object  contemplat- 
ed in  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  carrying 
away  of  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
streams  connected  with  Mystfc  Pond,  can  be 
effectually  accomplished  by  the  construction  of 
the  i  ewers  proposed  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Doane ; 
and  for  the  reasons  stated  by  Mr.  Doane  in  his  re- 
port, the  board  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is 
but  little  liability  to  any  increase  in  the  kind  of 
manufacturing  whicli  is  so  objectionable  and 
troublesome  along  the  course  of  these  streams. 
For  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer, 

President. 
Sent  down. 

POLICE  BOAT  REGULATIONS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Commiteee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  rule •,  and  regula- 
tions be  adopted  for  the  management  and  control 
of  the  police  steamboat  and  the  officers  and  men 
connected  therewith: 

1.  The   police    steamboat   Protector,   with  her 


>;  and  the  captain  of  that  division  shall  have 
the  care  and  management  thereof;  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  general  control  and  direction  of  the 
Chief  of  Police. 

2.  The  thief  officer  appointed  for  duty  on  board 
the  boat  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  captain 
of  the  division,  have  the  immediate  command  of 
the  boat,  and  of  all  the  officers  and  men  connected 
therewith.  He  shall  at  all  times  (when  practica- 
ble) be  ready  with  his  force  to  respond  to  any  call 
of  duty  that  may  be  made ;  he  shall  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  general  good  order  and  cleanliness  of 
the  boat  and  all  belonging  thereto;  and  he  shall 
from  time  to  time  make  such  report  of  his  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  boatand  his  command 
as  the  good  of  the  service  may  require. 

3.  The  engineer  and  firemaii,  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  officer,  shall  each  have  control  of  the 
matters  properly  pertaining  to  their  positions,  and 
shall  be  he'ld  responsible  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  They  shall  be  required  to  sleep  at 
the  station  house,  or  on  board  the  boat  on  alter- 
nate nights,  and  be  ready  to  respond  promptly  to 
ar.y  call  made  upon  them  by  the  chief  officer  of 
the  boat  or  the  officer  in  charge  at  the  station 
house. 

4.  The  second  officer  in  charge  shall  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  cleanliness  and  good  order  of  all 
portions  of  the  boat  and  rigging  not  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  engineer  and  fire- 
man and  shall  obey  all  orders  of  the  chief  officer 
with  promptness  and  despatch.  In  the  absence  of 
the  chief  officer  he  shall  have  command  of  the 
boat  and  be  responsible  for  its  management. 

5.  The  deckhands  shall  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  officer  and  shall  sleep  on  board  the 
boat  on  alternate  nights.  At  least  one  of  the  offi- 
cers or  men  belonging  to  the  boat  shall  be  onboard 
at  all  times  of  the  dav  and  night. 

6.  The  hours  of  regular  duty  shall  beasfollows: 
During  the  months  of  December,  January  and 
February,  8  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M. ;  March,  April,  May, 
September,  October  and  November,  8  A.  M.  to  6 
P.  M. ;  June,  July  and  August,  8  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M. 

7.  During  the  day  the  boat  may  patrol  the  up- 
per harbor,  visiting  the  wharves,  islands  and  ship- 
ping, as  duty  may  require,  and  going  to  the  lower 
harbor  at  least  once  each  day  when  practicable. 

8.  When  a  fire  occurs  on  the  water  front  of  the 
city,  the  boat  shall  be  taken  to  the  locality  at  the 
first  alann,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and'  on  ar- 
riving there  the  oiiicer  in  command  shall  place 
her  in  such  position,  and  take  such  measures  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  fire  as  the  Fire  Engi- 
neers may  direct. 

9.  When  the  boat  is  lying  at  the  wharf  or  not 
in  active  service  the  tires  shall  be  banked  and  the 
boat  shall   be  in  such   condition   as  to  enable  the 


officers  to  bring  it  into  immediate  use  if  required. 
Read  ofice. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Lawton  et  al.,  for 
removal  of  Union  Freight  Railroad  tracks  into 
centre  of  Atlantic  avenue,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  granted.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Franklin  street,  between  Cambridge  street  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  as  shown  on  apian 
and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated 
Oct.  2, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City 
Surveyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  the  easterly  side  of  Halleck 
street,  south  of  Ruggles  street,  and  to  report  to 
this  Hoard  a  schedule  of  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Brook  avenue,  Ward  16,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  drawn  bv  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  25, 
1873,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Sur- 
veyor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  on  the  westerly  siae  of  Greenville 
street,  in  front  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Nichols;  also  to  pave  the  sidewalks  on  the 
easterly  side  of  said  street,  in  f  rent  of  estate 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Thaddeus  Nichols,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  expense 
thereof. 

Order  directing  the  superintendents  to  notify 
owners  and  abutters  to  remove  obstructions  on 
Mindoro  street  within  ten  days,  and  to  do  the 
same  in  default  of  compliance  with  said  order. 
Passed 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  location  granted 
to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  June  7, 
1865,  as  authorized  said  company  to  lay  down  a 
sinale  track  on  Meridian  street,'  between  White 
street  and  the  northerly  end  of  Chelsea  new 
bridge,  so  called,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
voked, and  that  said  company  be  directed  to  re- 
move said  track  forthwith  and  place  the  roadway 
of  said  street  and  bridge  in  as  good  condition  as  i't 
was  in  before  said  track  was  laid. 
Severally  read  onee. 

Schedules  of  assessments  for  laving  sidewalks 
in  Trenton  street  ($1897.32);  K  street  ($2541. 89), 
and  for  setting  edgestones  in  Bower  street 
($2723.96),  with  orders  for  the  apportionate  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  same.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted — Simon  Sugar- 
man,  95  Sudbury  street  (transfer). 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Richard  J.  Raleigh, 
corner  Dartmouth  and  Beacon  streets;  Andrew 
O'Brien,  Oliver  street,  near  Milk  stieet. 

Auctioneer's  License  Grantad— J.  F.  Morris,  9S 
Tyler  street. 

'intelligence  Office  Licensed— Mrs.  L.  H.  AVing, 
25  Bedford  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— H.  Jacobs  &  Son,  10 
South  Market  street;  Thomas  Phillips  (express); 
John  Brievogle  and  seven  others  (transfers). 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— John  C.  Miller, 
33  Green  street;  Livinia  McLeod,  103  Cambridge 
street;  A..  A.  Gray  don,  74  Portland  street;  John 
Mclver,  5y2  Fleet  street. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— John  Seddon,  69 
Essex  street. 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  and  Billiard  Table 
Granted— Howard  Slade,  88  and  90  Court  street 
and  9  Howard  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Annie  de  Mont- 
ford,  to  give  exhibitions  of  mesmerism  at  Beetho- 
ven Hall;  Eliot  Dramatic  Association,  to  give  ex- 
hibitions in  Concordia  Hall  Nov.  18  aud  Dec.  28. 

Severally  accepted. 

TELEGRAPH  POLES  ON  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Fire  Commissioners  representing  that 
the  telegraph  poles  on  Atlantic  avenue  and  Broad 
street,  between  Milk  and  Summer  streets,  were  in 
such  a  location  that  in  case  of  fire  it  would  be 
difficult  to  place  ladders  against  the  buildings, 
and  would  impede  prompt  action  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 
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PETROLEUM   LICENSE  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  on  the  part  or  the  Hoard,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Alvah  Walker  &  Co.  for  a  petroleum  li- 
cense at  40  Clinton  street.    Accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR   STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Hoard,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Orders  to  pa  v  Daniel  McKiuuev  si:i(M',.r,(i,and  Eliz- 
abeth A.  Brown,  C.  H.  Breck  and  C.  H.  B.  Breek, 
guardian,  81Mi.(i8—  severally  for  the  widening  of 
Washington  street,  Ward  Hi,  by  the  selectmen  of 
Brighton  in  1873.    Severally  read  once. 

ORDER    TO  SELL. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  auction,  to  be  re- 
moved immediately,  the  wood  buildings  standing 
on  the  lot  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on  Rox- 
bury  and  King  streets,  Ward  10,  in  ordei  that  the 
erection  of  a  primaiy  si  hoolhouse  on  said  lot, 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  July  ;il,  may  be  com- 
menced; the  proceeds  -,i  said  sab-  to  be  p'aid  to  the 
City  Treasurer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

FURNISHING  COURT    ROOMS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Building's,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  rail- 
ing, platforms,  furniture  for  judges  and  assist- 
ants; also  accommodations  for  a  jury  in  the  way 
of  furniture  in  the  Municipal  Court  room,  South 
Boston,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1500; 
the  expense  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  furni- 
ture and  heating  appaiatus  for  the  Municipal 
Court  room,  Brighton,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing the  suvn  of  .V'isilli;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  leading,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Harris,  Al- 
derman Emery  said  the  furniture  required  was 
for  the  court  roam,  clerks'  and  judges'  rooms, 
platform,  docks,  etc.  To  Alderman  Cutter  he  said 
it  included  the  carpentering. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  they  should 
know  definitely  what  the  cost  was  to  be ;  '81800  was 
a  large  amount  to  spend  for  furnishing  a  court 
room.  There  had  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint 
about  this  extravagance. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  that  nothing  would 
be  put  in  but  what  was  necessary;  they  are  all 
ready  to  go  ahead,  and  are  waiting  for  these 
orders. 

Alderman  Cutter  did  not  see  the  necessity  cf 
spending  so  much  for  furniture  in  these  courts, 
when  it  was  not  done  in  the  County  Court  House. 
He  thought  the  estimate  very  high. 

Alderman  Emery  explained  the  furnishing  re- 
quired, and  said  that  so  far  as  the  court  house  :n 
South  Boston  was  concerned  it  was  no  lcDger  an 
(X  leriaient,  but  a  fixed  success,  as  that  court 
would  turn  in  $15,000  or  818,000  this  year  above  all 
expenses. 

Alderman  Cutter  thought  the  ddliculiy  was  that 
the  committee  never  asked  for  any thing'until  they 
were  under  a  pressure,  and  then  asked  for  a  sec- 
ond reading  the  same  day.  He  did  not  favor  the 
putting  of  any  more  courts  in  the  city  ;  he  believed 
it  sought  out  poor  drunken  men  to  have  them 
fined. 

Alderman  Emery  had  supposed  these  courts 
were  merely  an  experiment  m  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts, but  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment  in  South 
Boston.  They  were  established  by  the  State,  and 
the  Board  were  obliged  to  furnish  the  rooms. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  it :  the  Aldei man 
called  it  a  succss  to  enable  courts  to  fine  poor  fel- 
lows for  being  drunk? 

Alderman  Bower  said  the  courts  are  established 
and  the  rooms  have  to  be  furnished,  but  they  are 
a  fraud  on  the  city  of  Boston.  All  the,  money  they 
take  in  used  to  be  taken  by  the  central  police 
court.  The  officers  go  about  the  marshes  picking 
up  children,  six  or  seve-a  years  of  age,  arresting 
them  for  going  into  the  water;  they  arrest  little 
boys  in  the  streets  for  throwing  stones.  The  city 
never  should  have  taken  a  step  towards  furnish- 
ing those  court  roouv*. 


Alderman  Emery  had  never  favored  establish- 
ing the  courts,  but  they  are  legally  established, 
and  there  is  no  getting  rid  of  them.  Thestai  dard 
of  success  was  the  business  done  in  ^curt.  He  did 
not  like  the  plan  of  arresting  boys  as  they  had 
done. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  the  court  room  in  East 
Boston  had  been  furnished  so  well  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  the  use  of  it  for  public 
meetings.  He  thought  it  would  have  been  good 
policy  not  to  lay  out  so  much  money  on  the  fur- 
niture.   He  moved  to  lay  the  orders  on  the  table. 

Lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters 
-4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  (lark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Prescott.  Stebbins,  Worthington — 8. 

The  order  relating  to  the  Btighton  Courtroom 
was  passed— yeas  8,  nays  4 — and  the  order  relating 
to  the  South  Boston  Court  was  passed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  th3  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Thomas  N.  Hart  et  al.,  that  the  pas- 
sageway between  Worcester  and  Concord  streets 
be  drained,  as.  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  of  Oct.  20,  1874,  this  is  not  a  public 
passageway.     Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  Farrington,  to  be  released  from 
certain  conditions  of  sale  of  land  on  Adams  and 
Gibson  streets.    Accepted. 

Reports  on  petitions  of  N.  S.  Wilbur  and  Boyn- 
ton  Bros.,  severally  recommending  tne  passage 
of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  lor  erecting  dwelling- 
houses  upon  lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue, 
corner  of  Northampton  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
Sept.  1, 180'.),  to  Messrs.  Hoynton  Bros.,  be  extend- 
ed to  Jan.  1, 1870,  ui)on  condition  that  they  pay  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
825(1  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der.   Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the  lot 
of  land  on  Springfield  street,  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue,  as  purchased  of  the  city  by  N.  S.  Wilbur 
in  July.  1X72,  be  extended  to  Jan.  1, 1S.70, upon  con- 
dition that  lie  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Lands  the  sum  of  8100  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Report  leprcsenting  that  the  city  sold  in  July, 
1871,  to  John  Farrington  a  lot  of  land  on  Adam's, 
corner  of  Gibson  street,  Ward  10,  containing  15,- 
000  square  feet,  the  [nice  per  foot  was  ten  cents; 
the  condition  of  sale  being  that  no  building  be 
erected  upon  the  described  premises  the  use  of 
which  is  to  be  for  any  other  than  religious  purposes. 
As  a  portion  of  the  society  which  Mr.  Farrington 
represents  is  not  pleased  with  the  location 
whereon  to  erect  a  church  edifice,  he  is  desirous  of 
surrendering  the  agreement  given  to  him  by  the 
city  to  C  nvi  v  said  land  ;  also  to  forfeit  to  the  city 
aH'that  has  been  paid  upon  the  bond,  together 
with  the  taxes,  amounting  in  all  to  8702.  In  view 
of  the  facts  as  herein  set  forth  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  given  by  John 
Farrington  for  a  lot  of  land  on  Adams,  corner  of 
Gibson  street,  Ward  10,  upon  his  sunendering  the 
agreement  given  by  the  city  to  convey  said  lands. 

Read  once. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables: 

Leave  be  granted  on  petitions  of  MosesW.  Cobb, 
Summit  avenue;  Robinson,  Steams  &  Derby, 
near  North  Beacon  street;  J.  B.  V.  Fairhank, 
North  Harvard  street.  Ward  PI  (twelve  horses);  E. 
R.  Wilson,  008  Sixth  street  (for  J.  Willworth,  84 
Munroe  street). 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  E.  R.  Wilson, 
008  Sixth  street  (for  twenty-five  horses).  Several- 
ly accepted. 

EVENING  DRAWING  SCHOOL  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  accommoda- 
tions for  an  evening  drawing  school  in  East  Bos- 
ton, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order: 
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Ordered.  TUat  the  Committee  on  Public  build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  accommodations  for 
an  evening  drawing  school  in  East  Boston;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Sehoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  ask  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  at  the  present  time.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  wise  to  pass  the  order,  in- 
volving the  city  as  it  does  in  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure  of  money,  and  from  the  fact 
that  orders  have  been  passed  providing  for  such 
schools  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  The  order 
will  have  to  go  to  the  other  branch  for  concur- 
rence, and  then  the  rooms  will  have  to  be  fitted 
up. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  notice  that  the  Chairman 
has  signed  the  report  as  "for  the  committee," 
when  only  four  of  the  committee  were  present, 
and  I  voted  against  it.  'While  I  believe  in  spend- 
ing money  for  educational  purposes,  I  hesitate 
verv  much  about  spending  it  tor  drawing  schools. 
If  "one  ward  asks  for  it  I  do  not  know  why  it 
should  have  it.  There  are  none  in  Wards  1,  2,  3,  4 
or  6.  We  are  already  spending  slo.Oiin  for  these 
drawing  schools.  I  hope  the  Board  will  hesitate 
to  pass  "the  order  without  considering  it-  merits. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  Board  had  better 
look  into  this  matter  somewhat  before  passing  this 
order.  They  are  carrying  this  matter  of  educa- 
tion too  far.  It  is  just  as  important  to  establish 
exclusively  music  schools  as  it  is  to  have  draw- 
ing schools.  You  might  go  on  and  establish  other 
departments  just  as  well.  I  believe  it  is  sufficient 
for  people  if  t'liey  are  educated  in  a  way  to  fit  them 
for  business,  but  I  do  not  think  we  are'  warranted 
in  getting  up  t  liese  special  departments.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  legal.  If  we  have  established  them  in 
other  parts  of  the  city,  we  should  stop  and  con- 
sider before  doing  so  any  more. 

Alderman  Prescott — In  answer  to  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  6, 1  would  state  that  five  members  of 
the  committee  were  present,  four  of  whom  voted 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  tni-  order.  The  Alder- 
man did  not  notify  me  that  he  intended  to  put  in 
another  report. 

Aldernuan  Cutter— Did  I  not  vote  against  it? 

Alderman  Prescott— Yes,  sir;  but  hs  did  not  no- 
tify me  that  he  intended  to  put  in  a  minority  re- 
nort.  The  city  does  not  supply  schools  according 
to  wards,  but  to  districts,  and  according  to  the 
petitions  and  the  wants  of  the  petitioners.  The 
Alderman  may  have  more  knowledge  than  I  have, 
as  at  the  last  meeting  he  douiited  whether  we  have 
any  right  to  establish  di  awing  schools.  I  would 
like  to  caU  his  attention  to  the  second  section  of 
chapter  247  of  the  acts  of  1870.  which  says— 

'•Every  city  or  town  may,  and  every  city  or  town 
with  over  ten  thousand  inhabitant.-  shell  establish 
drawing  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  School 
Committee." 

So  it  seems  that  instead  of  not  having  the 
right  to  establish  these  schools,  we  are 
compelled  to  do  so.  Application  was  made 
some  months  ago  from  Bast  Boston  for  a 
school  for  teaching  mechanical  drawing  like 
those  furn-shed  in  other  sections.  An  order 
was  passed  in  this  Board  for  fitting  up  the  looms, 
one  of  which  is  in  the  City  Hall  at  Charlestown, 
where  there  are  150  pupils.  In  East  Boston  notice 
has  been  given  that  there  are  no  less  than  200  me- 
chanics and  artisans  who  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  that  an  evening  drawing- 
school  will  afford  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  no  section  of  the  city  where  we  could  establish 
an  evening  drawing  school  with  an  exj  ectation  of 
better  results  than  in  East  Boston.  We  have 
rooms  there  now  that  can  be  fitted  up  at  no 
expense  except  for  the  heating  and  lighting.  One 
room,  intended  for  two  classes,  is  over  the  Bublic 
Library,  and  another  is  a  vacant  room  in  the  Ly- 
man Schoolhouse.  In  regard  to  the  large  amount 
of  money  spent  for  drawing  in  the  public  schools, 
I  am  opposed  to  that.  But  these  schools  are  in- 
tended for  mechanics  ami  artisans.  It  is  no  new 
experiment.  It  has  been  tried  in  England,  Ger- 
many, and  in  nearly  every  eountrv  in  Europe, 
where  superior  facilities  are  a  Horded  at  the  public 
expense.  They  are  in  the  nature  of  industrial 
schools,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  with  the  small 
amount  of  money  required  from  the  treasury  we 
should  not  hesitate  to  make  this  expenditure.  I 
should  not  ask  for  a  second  reading  of  this 
order  tonight  were  it  not  that  the  time  is  so 
short.  Even  if  this  order  passes  tonight,  it 
must  be  by  the  first  of  December  before  those 
making  the  application  can  have  the  school. 
[The  Alderman  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 


showing  that  such  schools  had  been  very  suc- 
cessful.] If  we  are  to  have  these  schools  for 
teaching  mechanical  drawing,  for  the  benefit  of 
mechanics,  certainly  the  evening  is  the  time  to 
have  them. 

Alderman  Cutter— Cannot  females  attend  these 
schools? 

Alderman  Prescott— Yes,  sir,  if  the  ladies  of 
East  Boston  wish  to  attend  them  they  can.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  will  take  an  evening 
some  time  and  see  the  work  that  these  evening 
schools  are  doing.  I  believe  that  no  money  is  bet- 
ter spent  than  that  for  the  evening  schools  of  this 
city.  In  England  there  are  no  less  than  538  of 
these  schools  for  teaching  industrial  drawing, 
with  over  seventeen  thousand  pupils. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  has  alluded 
to  the  European  schools.  It  is  well  known  that 
most  of  the  Europeans  who  come  to  our  shores 
cannot  read  or  write.  I  say  we  should  teach  our 
children  reading,  and  writing,  and  arithmetic.  I 
have  seen  the  pupils  of  these  drawing  schools  of 
an  evening  after  they  have  closed,  and  I 
have  seen  them  commit  immoral  actions 
which  assured  me  that  if  I  had  children 
I  should  not  send  them  to  those  evening 
schools.  I  am  satisfied  that  one  half  the  amount 
of  money  that  we  spend  upon  these  drawing 
schools  is  thrown  awaj .  Our  educational  appro- 
priation amounts  to  about  two  miUions  a  year, 
and  I  think  it  is  about  tone  we  knew  how  it  is 
spent.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  9  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  has  been  guilty 
of  increasing  these  expenditures. 

Alaerman  Prescott — How  can  the  Alderman 
prove  that? 

Alderman  Cutter — As  he  is  a  member  of  that 
board  he  is  responsible  fo.  it.  It  is  well  known 
that  a  man  came  here  from  a  foreign  shore,  was 
introduced  to  the  school  board,  and  an  act  was 
passed,  saying  cities  "shall"  establish  these 
schools.  It  is  just  the  same  with  the  truant  offi- 
cers. The  Committee  on  Police  made  up  their 
minds  that  five  truant  officers  could  do  the  work 
instead  of  ten.  But  they  went  to  the  Legislature 
and  got  an  act  passed  taking  it  out  of  our  hands. 
I  do  not  know  tnw  many  there  are  now.  If  you 
wan.  to  know  how  pleasant  that  position  is,  look 
at  the  number  of  applicants.  A  truant  officer  has 
about  aU  his  time  to  himself.  And  that  is  the  way 
our  taxes  are  piled  up  here,  nearly  two  millions 
for  education,  when  in  my  judgment,  if  judicious- 
ly managed,  it  could  be  done  for  one  million. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  heard  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  characterize  those  drawing  schools 
as  a  fraud  upon  *he  city  of  Boston,  and  jet  he 
comes  in  here  and  advocates  the  passage  of  an 
order  for  another  one.  I  think  it  is  time  that  we 
exercised  our  authority,  if  we  have  any,  and 
checked  the  enormous  extravagance  of  the 
School  Board.  It  is  uaiversaUy  pronounced 
the  most  extravagant  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Even  now  they  are  again  talking  of  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of 'teachers,  when  everything 
is  depreciating.  Last  year  the\  increased  sala- 
ries to  the  amount  of  >go,oii<i  oi  S70.000.  I  say  it  is 
about  time  to  put  a  check  on  them. 

Alderman  Bres"ott — Certain  members  of  this 
Board  are  fond  of  bringing  up  the  extravagance 
of  the  school  board  when  any  order  for  educa- 
tional purposes  is  introduced. "  I  believe  that  the 
educational  department  cf  the  city  of  Boston  is 
carried  on  at  a  much  greater  cost  than  is  necessa- 
ry; but  I  believe  that  is  the  case  with  every  de- 
partment here.  I  believe  the  Aldermen  would  do 
better  if  thev  spent  more  time  looking  into 
matters  which  they  have  charge  of.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  is  Chairman  of 
a  department  which  has,  an  appropriation  of 
.*40,oon,  of  which  .$20,000  are,  in  my  estimation, 
squandered.  I  refer  to  the  Bathing  De- 
partment. There  are  now  fourteen  men  em- 
ployed at  $3  per  day,  when  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  spending  even  S10  a  day  in  that  de- 
partment. I  give  notice  to  this  Board  that  I  in- 
tend to  do  all  I  can  to  put  that  department 
tinder  the  Board  of  Health.  Some  of  the  salaries 
that  we  are  worthlessly  throwing  away  here  can 
be  taken  away  ami  given  to  the  teachers  of  Bos- 
ton. If  we  have  our  evening  high  schools  to  teach 
German  and  astronomy,  why  not  give  some  prac- 
tical education  to  those  who  want  to  improve 
their  talents.  In  regard  to  drawing  in  the  public 
schools,  I  think  it  involves  a  larger  expenditure 
of  money  than  is  necessary.  But'  the  money  used 
in  teaching-  industrial  drawing  I  believe  is  wisely 
spent. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  the  gentleman  is  on  the 
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Committee  on  Bathing  lie  should  bring  In  a 
minority  report  and  not  come  in  here  at  the  last 
of  the  year  saying  that  the  committee  has  thing 
away  $'20. (Kill.  "  He  is  part  and  parcel  of  that  com- 
mittee and  ought  not  to  perpetrate  a  waste  of 
.vjo.cuo  a  year. 

Alderman  I'rescott—  What  I  alluded  to  was  the 
keeping  up  of  the  expense.  I  will  say,  that  the 
chairman  has  endeavored  in  every  way  to  bring 
down  the  expenses  of  that  department,  but  the 
committee  have  not.  It  is  but  a  lew  weeks  since, 
when  the  houses  were  closed,  and  yet  the  expense 
is  going  on.  I  intended  to  bring  this  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  (iovernment  at  an   early  day' 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  do  not  see  any  more  neces- 
sity for  establishing  drawing  school's  than  1  do  for 
riding  schools. 

Alderman  Hmeiy  suggested  that  no  amount  was 
named  in  the  order  and  Alderman  I'rescott  moved 
to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  "expense," 
the  words  "not  to  exceed  §600." 

Alderman  Power— One  extravagance  does  not 
justify  another.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  !)  has 
undertaken  to  polish  over  this  matter.  The  city 
has  an  elephant  in  the  Bathing  Department,  and 
we  are  trying  to  manaire  it  the  best  we  can.  The 
gentleman  irom  Ward  'J  has  done  a  gieat  deal  of 
talking,  but  I  have  never  seen  him  take  any  ac- 
tion. He  has  done  great  deal  of  talking  about 
what  he  is  going  to  do,  hut  it  is  no  time 
to  shut  the  barn  door  when  the  horse  has  been 
stolen— when  the  appropriation  is  all  used  up. 
He  has  had  my  promise  to  do  the  best  I  can.  I 
have  tried  to  remedy  it.  I  saved  enough  last  year 
to  build  a  new  bath  house,  something  that  never 
was  done  before  without  asking  for  an  extra,  ap- 
propriation. This  year,  with  all  we  had  to 
contend  with  we  ran  all  the  bathing  houses 
of  Charlestown  with  the  regular  appro- 
priation. 1  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  cut 
down  the  expense.  We  might  have  accomplished 
more,  if  the  gentleman  had  done  mine  and  talked 
a  little  less.  If  we  have  abuses  here,  it  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  us.  We  know  the  School  Board  is  an  ex- 
travagant body,  heaping  up  a  debt  when  we  can- 
not bear  it.  They  go  on  and  increase  salaries 
when  we  are  trying  to  economize  in  other  depart- 
ments. We  have  no  more  right  to  maintain  draw- 
ing than  we  have  music  schools.  If  we  have  made 
a  mistake  in  passing  prevh  us  orders,  let  us  stop 
here.    I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 


Alderman  Cutter-How  does  the  gentleman  ar- 
rive at  the  sum  named? 

Alderman  Prescotfc—  1  inquired  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings,  and  lie  said  it  would 
not  cost  more  than  .¥500.  We  do  not  intend  to 
hire  a  room.  The  rooms  belong  to  the  city.  The 
only  expense  will  be  the  extending  of  'the  gas 
pipes,  putting  in  stoves  and  furnishing  desks,  of 
which  we  have  a  large  number  in  the  store  rooms.  In 
regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  alderman  from 
Ward  12, 1  would  simply  say  that  he  has  had  more 
experience  on  the  committee  than  I  have  had. 
This  is  my  first  year,  I  have  been  consulting  in 
regard  to" the  matter,  and  it  is  only  today  that  I 
spoke  to  him  in  regard  to  taking  measures  to  less- 
en the  expense  of  that  department. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed — yeas  10,  nays  2  (Aldermen  Cut- 
ter and  Power  voting  in  the  negative),  and  sent 
down. 

PRINTING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 

I'rinting,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Porter  &  Coates  of  Philadelphia,  for  permission 
to  use  certain  engravings  on  steel,  to  be  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  in  an  illustrated  work 
showing  the  progress  of  the  United  States  during 
the  first  century  of  the  national  existence,  sub- 
mitted a  report  that  they  had  given  personal  in- 
terviews to  the  gentleman  representing  the  peti- 
tioneis  and  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that 
the  city  ought  not  to  incur  the  expense  involved 
in  the  proposed  measure,  and  therefore  they 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

ARMORIES    APPROVED. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  headquarters  of  the  Second 
Baitalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junction  of 
Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets,  be  approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  ainiory  of  Company  A,  Sec- 
ond Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Cambridge  and  North  Bussed  streets,  be 
approved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of 
arms  and  equipments. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  liinery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday,  the  10th  instant,  at  7%  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    13,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  1H2  o'clock  P.  M,,  E. 

0.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  AIDBEMEK  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  (City  Doc.  No.  95), 
and  quarterly  reports  of  Superintendent  of  North 
Scales  and  Overseers  of  tlie'l'oor.  Severally  placed 
on  file. 

Petition  ol  J.  S.  Nason,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
and  How-land  Ellis  <i  ,il.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  ol  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions— 

1.  Of  Porter  &  Coates,  for  aid  in  the  publication 
of  an  illustrated  work  exhibiting  the  progress  of 
the  United  States  in  one  hundred  years;  2.  Of 
Thomas  N.  Hart,  that  the  passageway  between 
Worcester  and  Concord  streets  tie  drained;  3.  Of 
John  Farrington,  to  be  released  from  certain  con- 
ditions of  sale  of  land  on  Adams  and  Gibson 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  tor  extension  of  time  to  Jan. 
1, 1876,  for  Boynton  Bros,  to  build  on  certain  lots 
of  land  on  (  oiunibus  avenue,  corner  of  Northamp- 
ton street;  and  N.  S.  Wilbur,  to  build  on  a  certain 
lot  of  land  on  Springfield  street,  corner  of  Harri- 
son avenue.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  sale  by  public  auction  of  the  wooden 
buildings  on  the  city  lot  on  Roxbuiy  and  King- 
streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  accommodations 
for  an  evening  drawing  school  at  East  Boston,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  $600. 

The  order  having  been  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, Mr.  West  of  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  saying  that  the  evening  schools  com- 
menced on  the  1st  of  November,  and  if  a  week's 
time  could  be  saved  so  much  more  benefit  could 
be  gained  by  the  school. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  anil  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

Tin i''      i  a  in  c     |  i.i --cil  for  coiii-aiTcncc  by  this 

Council  on  the  _:irh  tilt.,  "to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  streets,''  came  down  amended  so  as 
to  make  the  rate  of  spe 
driven,  not  exceeding- 
miles  an  hour,  in  Wards  16,  17  and  19. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19,  who  is  absent  this  evening,  is  very  de- 
sirous of  giving  his  views  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  in  order  to  accommodate  him  i  move 
that  the  consideration  of  this  subject  lie  post 
poncd,  and  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  hall-past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  on  an  order 
of  the  City  Council  relating  to  sewerage  (City  Doc- 
ument No.  94,  1X74),  and  report  of  the  Eire  Com- 
missionets  on  tires  and  alarms  during  October, 
1874.    Severally  placed  on  hie. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  late  William  A.  Wheeler,  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Library,  till  the  1st  of  next 
February. 

Order  to  allow  the  (  ommittee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $203.50,  for  improvement  of  Eagle 
square,  East  Boston. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  $112,50,  for  pur- 
chase of  loam,  etc. 

Order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  an  additional  amount  of  not  exceeding 
$X00,  fill  fences,  etc. 

SeveralB  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Oi-dei  fni  a  1 1  :i  ■■  l"i'  of  sr.onu  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Mi.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  noliee  all  through  the 
year  that  there  have  be;  n  extra  appropriations 
for  armories,  anil  that  this  is  a  transfer  from  the 
Reserved  Fund.  1  presume  it  is  all  right,  but  I 
should  like  an  explanation  from  the  committee. 
As  this  is  not  a  military  government  1  should  like 
to  know  the  reason  for  all  these  extra  appropria- 
tions for  armories. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— When  the  appropriation 
for  armories  was  called  for  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  it  was    not  expected  that  the    State 


would  furnish  new  uniforms  for  the  military  com- 
panies. But  all  the  companies  in  Boston  have 
been  supplied  by  the  State  with,  new  uniforms  at 
an  expense  of  $20110  or  $3000  for  each  company. 
In  a  great  many  of  the  armories  there  was  no 
proper  place  provided  to  keep  the  uniforms  in 
suitable  condition.  Many  of  the  companies  called 
upon  the  Military  Committee  to  furnish  their  ar- 
mories with  siutable  closets  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  their  uniforms,  and  that  has  constituted  an  ex- 
pense which  the  committe  had  not  apprehended. 
Then  the  armory  building  in  Kast  Bo-ton,  which 
was  occupied  by  two  military  companies,  was  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  liie,  which  called  for  an  extra 
appropriation  of  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 
The  ^tate  law  oblige-  the  1 . omnia n tiers  of  the  dif- 
ferent organizations  to  see  that  the  uniforms  are 
properly  cared  for.  This  comes  under  their  ex- 
charge,  and  they  rely  for  aid  and  assist- 


Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  "16—  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  please  explain  why  the  committee 
calls  for  an  additional  appropriation  when  there 
is,  according  to  the  Auditors  exhibit,  an  unex 
pended  balance  of  $10,000? 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  21— That  unexpended  balance 
is  pledged  111  payment  for  rent  of  armories.  Of 
the  amount  spent  for  rent $ls,onn  comes  back  from 
the  State,  ana  a  balance  of  about  $7000  is  left  for 
the  committee  to  spend  on  matters  pertaining  to 
the  military  organizations. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  51, 
nays  2— Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  and  Thacher 
of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

REQUESTS  FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requasts  were  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee f~r  additional  accommodations  for  the  Kinder- 
garten School  in  Somerset  street,  and  for  lire  es- 
capes for  each  story  of  the  Winthrop  School- 
house. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

VACANCIES  IN  COOHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  for  the  joint  special  co 


ted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of  Ed- 
ward A.  White  and  L.  Miles  Staudish,  as  mem- 
bers of  said  board  at  large,  for  a  term  of  two 
vears  from  the  first  Monila\  of  May  last. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
move  that  the  rule  requiring  I  he  mini  illations  to  lie 
over  be  suspended.  As  the  Board  is  at  present 
somewhat  disorganized— I  te  President  being  sick 
and  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties— the  sooner  a 
reorganization  is  completed  the  better. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended.  The  hist  notice  1  have  had  of  the 
gentlemen  proposed  for  those  vacancies  is  upon  a 
slin  of  paper.  Both  of  the  names  do  not  meet 
with  my  individual  approval,  and  I  should  like 
further  time  to  see  it  some  other  name  cannot  be 
submitted  111  place  of  one  of  these. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  also  hope  that  the 
rule  will  not  be  suspended.  The  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Hoard  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  that  we  shall  have  to  pass  upon  this 
year.  Everybody  knows  that  the  constitution  of 
the  Cochittiate  Water  Board  will  have  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  determination  of  the  question  of 
water  supply,  and  although  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  against  ci'her  of  these  gentlemen  rec- 
ommended, 1  should  like  time  to  inquire  if  they 
are  proper  per  sons,  and  1  hope  that  a  week  will  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  can  atld  ray  voice  in  op- 
position to  a  suspension  of  the  rule."  This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  heard  of  these  nominations,  ex- 
cept that  I  heard  that  the  committee  met  this 
afternoon.  There  has  not  been  time  to  print  the 
ballots,  and  the  only  information  is  a  slip  of  paper 
with  the  names  of  two  persons  nominated  for 
something  or  other.  The  argument  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Noyes  J  is  th  it  Ihe  President  of  the 
Water  Hoard  is  sick.  Why,  sir,  he  has  been  sick 
for  months  and  he  has  not  discharged  his  duties 
lor  months.  Let  11s  have  somebody  put  in  his 
place  who  is  fit  to  discharge  them,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  question 
until  we  can  see  whether  better  names  than  those, 
proposed  can  he  found.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  un- 
due haste  to  wall  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— 0  for, 
54  against— and  the  nominations  went  over. 
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CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thaeher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Committee  on 
€Jaims,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Mary 
Thomson,  to  be  compensated  for  pergonal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  street,  rec- 
ommending that  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted  and  sent  up. 

DRAINAGE  OF   THE  MYSTIC  BASIX. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following:: 
Ordered,  that  his  Honor   the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  join  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Woburn, 
Winchester,  Stoneham  and  Meiifonl,  in  a  petition 


away  the  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
Myotic  Pond;  the  expense  of  doing  said  work  to 
be" equitably  assessei I  upon  the  parties  benefited, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  deter- 
mine. 

Read  twice  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  that  question  in  a 
somewhat  different  form  was  before  the  Legisla- 
ture last  winter  and  has  not  been  con-idered  by 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  and  as  it 
cannot  be  got  in  within  the  sixty  days,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
•on  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  cannot;  see  any  necessity 
lor  such  a  reference.  Here  is  a  direct  proposition', 
and  I  do  not  know  what  the  committee  can  say  for 
or  against  it.  It  is  a  direct  proposition,  in  which  I 
heartily  concur  with  my  friend  from  Ward  it,  and 
for  once  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  agree  with  him. 
I  am  glad  to  remrn  good  for  evil  and  wdl  not 
cavil  at  a  proposition  coming  from  him  as  he  does 
at  every  one  coming  from  me.  I  can  for  once 
raise  my  voice  in  conjunction  with  his.  and  I  hope 
that  no  delay  will  be  allowed.  The  sixty  days' 
time  is  merely  a  nominal  thing.it  is  only  to  give 
notice  to  the  public.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ward 
15  will  not  in-ist  upon  his  motion.  But  if  he  does, 
let  him  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  believe  this  order  is  in 
accordance  with  the  report  and  recommendation 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  and  I  can  see  no  ne- 
cessity for,  or  anything  to  be  gained  by  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  I  do 
not  know  what  they  can  recommend  in  reference 
to  tbe  order,  or  what  they  can  say  against  it.  The 
object  of  the  order  is  verv  clearly  stated. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  the  order;  on  the  contrary  I 
heartily  concur  with  the  spirit  of  it.  [  only  moved 
to  refer  it  to  the  committee,  that  they  might  con- 
sider the  matter  of  detail  and  the  equitable  as- 
sessment; difficulties  might  also  ari-e  as  to  the 
towns  to  join.  The  committee  could  consider 
those  matters  and  report  next  Thursday  evening. 
It  seems  to  me  that  such  matters  have'generally 
been  referred  to  the  committee  to  consider  the 
form  of  petition. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— My  impression  is  that 
there  is  already  authority  to  do  this  in  an  act 
passed  last  year,  although  I  do  not  know  but 
that  this  order  might  ;ts  well  pass,  because,  if  it  is 
found  that  there  is  the  requisite  authority, then  of 
course  the  Mayor  will  not  send  in  the  petition.  I 
have  noc  the  act  just  now,  but  I  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  the  authority  exists.  if  we  pass  the 
order,  however,  ami  the  Mayor  shoald  learn,  by 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  that  the  author- 
ity already  obtained  is  sufficient,  then  he  need  not 
make  the  application. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  think  the  gentleman 
from- "Ward  12  gives  a  good  reason  why  this  order 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee '  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters,  who  could  see  if  this  authority  has 
been  conferred,  and  report  back. 

Mr.  Shr>w  of  Ward  5—1  can  explain  the  position 
of  this  matter.  The  act  referred  to  by  my  friend 
from  Wa~d  12  does  not  give  this  authority.  The 
petition  came  to  the  Legislature  when  the'session 
was  nearly  over.  I  had  tlia  honor  to  present  it 
myself,  at  the  request  of  the  Mavor,  anu  it  was  re- 
jected on  account  of  the  oppo  ition  raised  by  Rep- 
resentatives from  Woburn  and  other  towns,  be- 
cause sufficient  noti-e  had  not  been  given,  as 
apparently  coming  from  the  city  of  Bo.ton  with 
undue  haste  at  that  late  hour  of  the  session.  It 
was  therefore  suggested  that  as  it  would  not  be 
taken  hold  of  during  the  present  year,  it  had  bet- 
ter be  referred  to  the  next  General  Court.  But  it 
was  rejected  for  the  reasons  I  have  named.  I 
suppose  this  order  is  brought  in  now  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  that  want. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  find  that  the  law  is  what 
I   supposed   it  to   be.      [Mr.  Dean    read  section 


2  of  chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  1874,  authorizing 
the  city  of  Boston  to  build  storage  reservoirs  on 
the  Mystic  basin,  maintain  dams,  lay  pipes,  main- 
tain and  build  conduits  and  sewers  or  other 
means  of  purifying  said  waters  or  diverting  the 
impurities  from  the  same.]  And  there  is  a 
clause  providing  for  the  punishment  of  any- 
body who  shall  medcle  with  any  of  these  things, 
and  then  the  act  says  that  '"  any  person  or 
town  using  the  drain  or  sewers  of  said  city 
shall  bear  a  proportionate  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  or  maintaining  the  same." 
It  rather  seems  to  me  that  that  gave  the  author- 
ity. But  I  suppose  that,  although  the  sixty  days 
cannot  be  availed  of,  yet  if  we  get  it  in  as  soon  as 
possible  it  will  aid.  as  it  always'  does  in  any  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature,  in"  obtaining  an  early 
consideration  of  the  subject.  I  believe  there 
has  been  a  modification  of  the  act  relating 
to  applications  to  the  Legislature,  so  that  if  an 
emergency  arises,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the 
party  applying  to  those  affected  by  the  petition. 
Now"  that  the  matter  is  up  I  do  not  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  passaee  of  this  order,  and  if  we 
have  the  authority,  then  the  application  need  not 
be  made. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— The  extract  that  the 
gentleman  has  read  confirms  the  impression  I 
had,  and  I  thought  that  before  we  put  in  a  peti- 
tion we  ought  to  see  what  we  were  petitioning 
for.  It  is  not  a  very  important  matter  and  if  the 
Council  think  otherwise,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost  bv  a  rising  vote— 17 
for,  36  against. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12--The  reading  of  the  order 
shows  that  there  is  contemplated  something  more 
than  exists  now.  It  is  that  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  joiu  the  authorities  of  those  towns  in  pe- 
titioning for  a  regular  system  of  sewerage.  We 
have  just  had  a  report  that  a  sewer  will  cost 
§160,000,  but  the  report  says  that  if  other  tewns 
are  going  to  join,  a  larger  sewer  will  be  required 
at  a  greater  expense.  To  meet  such  an  emergency 
it  would  seem  proper  that  this  order    shoultf  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

PROPOSED  SEW  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  turning  the  water  of  Nonsuch  Pond  into  the 
Cochituafe  conduit  or  Lake  Cochituate  as  a  sup- 
plementary supply  during  the  time  required  by 
the  construction  of  works  for  a  permanent  sup- 
ply- 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  entirely  green  in  re- 
gard to  whose  pond  this  is  and  whether  we  have 
the  right  to  do  it,  and  I  hope  my  friend  from  Ward 
12  will  explain  this  proposition. 

Mi'.  W7arren  of  Ward  12— Nonsuch  Pond,  ac- 
cording to  the  City  Engineer's  last  report,  has  a 
drainage  area  of  two  and  ninety-four  hundredths 
square  miles,  and  is  situated  one  or  two  miles  this 
side  of  the  lake,  near  the  Cochituate  conduit.  Ac- 
coiding  to  the  City  Engineer's  i  eport,  which  speaks 
of  it  inconnection  u  ith  other  storage  ponds.it  will 
cost  860,000  or  S70,000  to  raise  the  pond  ten  feet. 
Now,  if  we  can  furnisn  about  three  million  gallons 
per  day  from  that  source,  it  seems  to  me  that  will 
give  a  supply  to  last  for  two  or  three  years,  and 
carry  us  over  the  time  required  to  construct  works 
for  a  permanent  supply.  1  think  this  would  be  the 
best  thing  that  could  be  done,  and  it  would  be  the 
cheapest  plan  reported  yet.  I  think,  from  the  re- 
ports, that  it  is  good  water  for  domestic  uses. 

Mr.  Shaw7  of  Ward  5—1  am  happy  to  hear  the 
explanation,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn' that  we  have 
one  member  of  the  Council  who  is  looking  for 
sources  of  supply  that  will  cost  us  next  to  nothing. 
Here  is  something  that  I  have  never  heard  of  be- 


fore, giving  a  capacity  of  H.niio.iinii  gallons  per  day. 
and  if  that  supply  eah  lie  obtained  it  will  entirely 
do  away  with  that  Sudbury  River  scheme  of  spec- 


ulation. Somebody  has  found  out  wheie  the  sup- . 
plies  of  water  may  be  obtained,  and  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  we  have  one  man  here  to  pick  up  a  point 
of  this  kind.  I  wish  we  had  more  of  them.  I 
think  if  we  should  go  on  far  enough,  and  con- 
tinue this  examination,  that  in.-tead  of  costing 
eight  millions  of  dollars  at  least,  and  probably  fif- 
teen, we  will  get  a  supply  for  a  quarter  of  a  'cen- 
tury for  perhaps  two  millions,  and  certainly  less 
than  three. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be' entirely  inexpedient  to  do  anything  tow- 
ard obtaining  water  from  this  pond.  The  water 
in  Lake  Cochituate  will  last  some  months  yet  bv 
pumping— probably  through  the  winter ;  while,  if 
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we  have  any  amount  of  rain,- the  lake  will  be 
filled.  If  we  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  in 
pumps  and  then  turn  in  the  vvatei  from  this  pond, 
it  would  be  just  mi  inurh  money  thrown  away. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— This  order  is  simply  for 
the  committee  to  report  on  i  he  expediency  of  this 
matter,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  'this  dis- 
cussion. I  want  every  pond,  creek  and  mud-hole 
within  an  area  of  seventy  miles  looked  into,  so 
that  some  time  we  can  have  the  main  question  of 
a  water  supply  brought  up  and  settled  decidedly. 
I  think  it  is  well  to  have  all  thes  ■  ponds  and  dif- 
ferent streams  well  ventilated  and  shown  up,  and 
I  hope  this  order  will  pass.  If  there  is  anything 
to  be  gained,  let  us  have  it.  But  what  we  want  to 
get  at  is  the  main  question ;  that  is  something 
that  the  citizens  of  Hostoh  want  to  have  settled. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  ID  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  Legi-datuie  for  authority  to 
take  the  waters  of  Nonsuch  Pond,  Pickerel  Pond, 
Morse  Pond  and  Stevens  Brook,  or  either  or  any 
of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  pure  water  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  for  authority  to  take  land  or  lands,  and  do 
such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose ; 
also,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  present  a 
like  petition  with  reference  to  the  waters  of  the 
Shawsheen  River. 

Mr.  .Dean  of  Ward  12— My  colleague  from  Ward 
12  has  presented  one  order  referring-fhe  matter  of 
one  of  these  ponds  to  the  Water  Committee,  and 
it  occurred  to  me  that  when  he  -lid  it,  it  was  pos- 
sible that  the  question  asked  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  might  be  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  that  the  requisite  authority  may  not 
now  exist.  I  find  by  the  report  of  the  Citv  Engi- 
neer that  the;e  various  sources  will  furnish  a 
supply  of  water  derived  from  seven  square  miles 
oi  drainage  area,  ahd  the  same  report  makes  the 
drainage  area  of  the  Cochituate  basin  somewhere 
about  twelve  square  miles;  so  that  you  get 
an  additional  one-third  of  the  present  area. 
I  had  the  impression  that  the  Cochituate  drainage 
area  was  la!  ger  than  that;  but  at  any  rate  these 
ponds  give  about  half  as  much  again  a-  that  of  Co- 
chituate Lake.  The  taking  of  lands  and  paying 
of  damages  for  getting  this  water  will  come  to 
about  half  a  million  dollars.  The  report  then  says 
that  including  the  building  of  the  conduit  along- 
Side  of  the  present  one-  which  the  report  rinds 
may  very  well  be  done— for  about  eight  miles,  or 
two-thirds  of  the  distance  to  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  to  get  all  this  water  besides,  the  cost  will 
amount  to  a  little  over  two  million  dollars.  That 
includes  two-thirds  of  the  distance  between  the 
lake  ajd  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  by 
making  this  other  conduit  to  the  lake  we 
would  be  able  to  get  the  full  benefit  of 
both  the  lake  and  these  ponds.  Now,  the 
attention  of  the  Council  was  called  some  weeks  or 
months  since  to  the  report,  or  various  reports, 
showing  that  for  an  average  of  nine  years  up- 
wards of  5,000,000  of  gallons  a  day  had  been 
wasted  at  Lake  Cochituate  by  running  through 
the  waste  ways,  and  that  that  5,000,000  gallons 
could  not  be  saved  by  the  present  conduit,  lie- 
cause  the  present  one  was  not  large  enough  for 
the  purpose.  It  was  then  made  to  appear  that  it 
would  be  wise,  and  possibly  necessary  in  any 
event,  unless  we  were  to  continue  to  waste  this 
5.000,000  of  gallons  from  Lake  Cochituate,  to 
build  another  conduit — and  this  was  one  of  the 
strong  arguments,  even  if  the  '  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  should  not  be  taken,  for  building 
the  new  conduit  alongside  the  old  one.  Now, 
if  ycu  save  five  millions,  and,  if  in  addition  to  that 
yoii  add  live  oi  six  millions  more  from  these  ponds, 
with  that  addition  in  a  dry  time  you  get  nearly 
eleven  millions  naturally  in  addition  to  what  yoii 
now  have  from  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  sur- 
rounding ponds.  We  already  have  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to  build  such  reservoirs  as  may 
be  necessary  in  the  Mystic  basin,  where  you  have 
one  or  two, 'and  you  can  build  enough  to  save  the 
whole  drainage  area  of  that  twen  y-seven  square 
miles.  We  have  already  passed  an 'ordinance  pro- 
viding for  and  looking  to  preventing  a  waste  of 
water;  we  have  also  a  report  from  the  City  En- 
gineer that  of  eighteen  million  gallons  that  came 
from  Lake  Cochituate  last  year,  one-third  was 
wasted.  Now,  if  that  should  turn  out  to  be  the 
case  and  we  can  save  six  million  gallons  there, 
then  from  this  source  alone— by  securing  the 
waste  from  the  lake  and  the  supply  from  these 
ponds— yau  have  really  got  seventeen' or  eighteen 
million  gallons  daily  saved  to  the  city  from  that 


one  source,  to  say  nothing  whatever  of  the  large 
additions  that  will  come  from  securing  the  waters 
of  the  Mystic  basin.  The  little  addition  to  the 
end  of  the  order  with  regard  to  the  waters  of 
the  Shawsheen  I  do  not  consider  particu- 
larly important.  I  look  upon  that  rather 
in  the  same  light  that  I  looked  upon 
the  order  that  was  passed  with  reference 
to  the  Charles  River.  It  is  well  that  it  should  be 
looked  at.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  with  the  in- 
formation that  we  have  now,  and  with  the  mea- 
sures taken  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
waste  of  water,  we  can  save  this  very  enormous 
expenditure,  that  in  my  judgement  has  not  been 
unjustly  characterized  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5.  I  do  not  mean  to  criticise  those  who 
have  been  in  favor  of  the  Sudbury  scheme;  I  do 
not  mean  to  make  an  u -.kind  remark  in  reference 
to  their  opinions,  because  it  is  pei  iectly  plain  that 
they  did  not  have  the  information  we  low  have 
when  they  were  committed  to  it.  The  various 
orders  that  have  passed  this  (  ity  Council  have  com- 
pelled an  investigation  into  this  water  question, 
and  have  thrown  a  flood  of  light  upon  it,  and  have 
shown    that   we    need   not  go  to  a  very  large  ex- 


is  not  to  be  considered  an  argument  in  favor  of  ; 
small  supply.  I  think  no  man  who  has  been  a 
member  of  tins  Council,  and  I  may  say,  indeed, 
with  every  menibei  of  the  City  Movernnient,  there 
is  but  one'desiie,  and  that  is  iohave  water  enough 
to  answer  every  purpose,  not  only  to  meet  the  do- 
mestic wants  of  the  city,  but  enough  to  meet  all 
the  mauuf.ictui  ing  wants  of  the  city.  But  in  or- 
der to  do  that  water  must  be  obtained  at  as  cheap 
a  rate  as  possible;  we  must  prevent  waste,  or 
it  will  do  no  good.  It  is  not  enough  to 
say  we  must  get  water  enough;  but  we  must 
not  pay  so  much  that  we  have  to  charge  a  bigh 
price  for  it.  We  must  have  it  cheap,  so  that  we 
can  encouiage  manufactures  ;  if  we  get  it  at  great 
expense,  then,  of  course,  we  fail  to  do  that. 
Although  this  order  does  contemplate  an  addi- 
tional application  to  the  Legislature,  yet  I  think 
we  have  all  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  has  been  so  beneficial 
that  it  had,  on  the  whole,  better  be  continued,  and 
these  various  openings  presented,  so  that  when  it 
comes  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  various  authori- 
ties it  can  lie  done  with  the  full  light  which  we 
now  nave,  and  with  what  we  shall  have  gained 
when  the  Legislature  meets, 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  0— I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion, audi  think  my  friend  from  the  Twelfth  Ward 
will  coincide  with  liie,  that  it  will  be  wisestforusto 
make  up  our  minds  before  we  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture which  plan  we  want,  and  give  our  whole 
force  to  that  plan.  If  we  ask  tor  three  or  four  dif- 
ferent things,  they  are  likely  either  to  refuse  all, 
or  to  select  one  themselves,  thereby  depriving  us 
of  a  chance  to  select.  When  we  asked  for  either 
the  Charles  or  Sudbury,  they  selected  the  Sud- 
bury, which  we  don't  want,  instead  of  the  Charles 
which  we  do  want,  or  if  we  do  not  want  it,  let  us 
so  decide  and  then  work  with  the  Legislature  for 
what  we  do  want,  ami  for  that  alone.  In  this  wa- 
ter question,  it  will  be  dangerous  to  apply  that 
management  of  city  matters  which  allows 
a  district  to  be  built  over,  and  then 
raises  it,  and  afterward  has  to  raise  it 
again.  We  a  ust  look  toward  to  the  future  just 
as  it  is  going  to  be  and  act  accordingly.  Nothing 
is  more  sure  than  that  in  future,  say  fifty  or  sev- 
enty-five years  hence,  the  sources  of  water  supply 
in  this  neighborhood  will  be  polluted,  and  then 
what  will  be  the  position  of  Boston  and  the  sur- 
rounding towns.  At  that  time  they  will  need 
so,(|(iii,iioii  gallons  a  day  if  pure  water,  and  where 
will  they  get  it?  The.  Sudbury  has  no  such  sup- 
ply. Unless  we  provide  for  the  case  now  they 
must  go  to  the  Merrimack  or  Lake  Winnipiscoge'e 
or  some  distaut  source  at  vast  expense.  We  can 
provide  for  it  now  by  protecting  the  Charles, 
which  is  a  river  of  such  volume  that  it  would 
supply  a  million  people,  and  leave  an  ample  flow 
in  the  river.  And  it  is  for  the  interest  of  every 
inhabitant  of  every  town  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston,  to  give  Boston  the  right  to  protect 
that  river.  In  other  words,  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  that  the  Legislature  should 
give  Boston  a  right  to  take  and  protect  Charles 
River.  Nor  need  the  project  be  looked  upon  as 
involving  an  immediate  and  heavy  expenditure. 
The  actual  addition  needed  to   our'  present  water 
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ten  or  fifteen  years  to  come.     The  point  is  to  pro- 
tect it  and  keep  it  pure  for  future  use.    The  aque- 


tion  now  needed  to  our  present  supply  could  be 
pumped  from  a  filtering  gallery  there,  just  as  Wal- 
tbam  is  pumping  heis,  which  her  citizens  think  is 
unsurpassed  in  quality,  and  the  city  could  perhaps 
use  those  pumps  which  are  now  store. 1  at  Natiek. 
Money  must  indeed  be  spent  for  reservoirs  and 
protecting  the  water,  but  one  dollar  so  spent  now 
may  save  us  twenty  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  make  a, 
statement  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Dean]  in  regard  to  the  water  supplies  beii.g  better 
known  than  they  were  at  the  time  the  Sudbury 
scheme  was  adopted.  At  that  time  the  various 
schemes  were  looked  into,  the  .Uerrimack  and  even 
Lake  Quinsigauion,  lief  ore  the  board  settled  upon 
Sudbury  River.  So  that,  so  far  as  the  source  of 
supply  is  concerned,  there,  is  no  more  before  the 
Council  than  there  was  four  years  ago,  except  the 
Mvstic  and  the  Snawsheen. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  all  of 
these  ponds  are  for  the  first  time  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Council  by  the  report  of 
the  City  Engineer,  and  although  we  were 
aware  of  the  grea  t  variety  of  sources  from  which 
water  could  be  obtaine ',  we,  after  all,  knew  but 
very  little  of  them.  We  find  now  that  if  we 
are  going  to  investigate  it,  we  have  to  grope 
among  a  great  many  reports  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  what  we  want.  Every  scheme  tends  to  a 
diflerent  result  and  amount."  Now,  for  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  Charles  River,  an  ordinary  or- 
der has  been  pa-sed  to  authorize  the  taking  of  the 
waters  of  Charles  River  for  a  supply.  Now,  when 
you  apoly  for  authority  to  rake  the  waters  of  any 
river,  you  have  got  to  pay  for  them  all,  although 
you  may  want  but  a  'very  small  amount.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  the  Ninth  Ward,  that  if  you  tret  water  from 
the  Charles,  and  can  get  what  you  want  and  pay 
for  what  you  get,  that  is  the  kind  ot  legislation  to 
take,  and  I  should  be  quile  content  to  cooperate 
with  him  and  other  members  of  the  Council  m 
coming  to  a  conclusion  before  (his  matter  should 
be  passed  upon  by  the  Legislature,  and  stale  u  hat 
we  want,  and  whirl)  scheme  appears  to  the  City 
Council  most  advisable  to  adopt,  and  then  put  our 
whole  force  upon  that.  The  only  difficulty  is  from 
the  fact  that  in  order  to  compel  the  Legis- 
lature to  take  notice  of  any  application 
of  this  kind,  notice  must  be  given  and 
publi-hedin  advance,  a?  soon  as  an  emergency 
arises;  and  between  now  and  then  1  should  cer- 
tainly be  ready— and  I  should  certainly  have  no 
pride  in  opposing  any  particular  scheme— and  if 
we  are  only  compelled  to  pay  for  the  amount  of 
water  we  actually  take  and  use,  1  should  be  quite 
content  to  coincide  with  him.  But  the  trouble  is— 
and  that  was  one  of  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
Shaw-sheen;  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  to  the  Shawsheeu,  but  I  put  that  in  with  a 
view  to  greater  caption,  to  meet  any  emergency; 
my  idea  is  that  Ave  might  very  well,  so  far  as  the 
Charles,  or  any  other  river  is  concerned, 
obtain  legislation  to  enable  us  to  take 
what  water  we  want  and  do  no  particular 
damage  to  anybody.  For  instance,  ir,  was  stated 
by  myself,  in  a  foinier  debate  upon  this  question, 
that  Mr.  ().  N.  Whipple  brought  an  action  against 
the  city  of  Boston  for  taking  the  waters  of  Long 
Pond  and  Lake  Coehituate,  laying  his  damages  at 
$100,000.  Long  Pond,  he  said, 'is  a  great  pond,  and 
if  the  city  is  going  to  take  that  number  of  gallons 
from  my  mills,  I  am  entitled  to  damages.  But 
when  he  came  to  try  the  case,  it  appeared  that  at 
the  time  he  wanted  to  run  his  mills,  which 
would  occur  at  a  dry  time,  the  water  that  ran 
down  from  this  lake  to  Concord  River  was  not 
enough  for  a  ti out  to  swim  in.  This  is  also  illus- 
trated by  the  disaster  in  the  Mill  River  dis- 
trict. There  is  a  stream  that  wa,<  not  enough 
for  manufacturing;  but  by  storing  the  water  it 
gave  an  enormous  supply  in  a  dry  time.  So  it 
is  in  regard  to  Lake  Wmnipiseogee,  which  is 
mostly  owned  by  a  corporation,  by  which  the 
water  of  and  the  power  of  all  the  mills  on  the 
Merrunack  River  are  undoubtedly  doubled.  Now, 
as  to  this  legislation,  if  the  right  kind  were 
obtained,  there  can  be  no  question  that  the 
waters  of  Charles  River,  by  proper  storage, 
could  be  used  so  as  to  give  a  more  permanent 
and  reliable  supply  than  can  be  hail  now  in  a  dry 
time,  and  give  the  city  of  Boston  all  it  would 
need.      But  in  doing  'that  you  have  got  to  have 


a  very  different  kind  of  legislation  from  that 
ever  had  before.  This  matter  ot  seizing  water  for 
the  use  of  towns  and  mills,  and  of  legislating 
upon  that  subject  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  "We  have 
many  prejudices  to  overcome  before  we  can  se- 
cure legislation  that  will  enable  us  to  use  these 
gieat  sources  of  power  with  which  New  England 
is  supplied.  I  remember  when  I  was  on  a  commit- 
tee in  the  Legislature,  parties  asked  the  right  to 
raise  certain  reservoirs  from  a  neighboring 
stream,  in  times  of  freshets  and  when  it  would 
hurt  nobody,  anil  theyr  could  not  get  it.  I  pre- 
sume now,  with  the  light  since  obtained,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  that  right. 
I  remember  a  case  of  a  man  who  asked  leave  to 
turn  a  little  mountain  stream,  that  ran  close  by  a 
pond  that  furnished  water  for  a  mill,  into  that 
mill  pond,  instead  of  letting  it  run  uselessly 
into  the  sea,  and  the  act  was  passed  by 
the  Senate,  but  owing  to  the  prejudice 
against  interfering  with  another  man's  land— al- 
though it  ndght  i'.o  good  to  till  the  world  beside — 
it  failed  in  the  House.  But  I  think  there  is  great 
enlightenment  in  the  State  on  this  subject  now, 
and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  will  not 
permit  these  great  sources  of  power  and  water, 
which  we  have,  to  run  to  the  ocean  doing  no  good, 
when  there  are  those  who  are  willing  to  utilize 
them  for  the  wealth  of  the  State.  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Want  9,  that  inas- 
much as  this  application  is  desirable  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  the  Legislature  to  look  into 
this  thing,  I  would  certainly  cooperate  with 
him,  although  it  might  be  well  to  have 
these  schemes  lef erred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water,  or  to  a  special  committee,  in  order  that 
after  a  careful  investigation  of  these  various 
schemes,  the  matter  should  be  explained  and  the 
City  Council  definitively  pass  upon  what  was,  on 
the  whole,  most  desirable.  1  should  certainly  not 
dispute  his  proposition  ;  it  might  do  very  much. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  am  very  glad  indeed 
to  hear  some  of  the  ;  latenn-nt-  which  mv  friend 
from  the  Twelfth  Ward  has  made,  and  to  see  that 
this  problem  of  utilizing  this  water  which  runs  to 
waste  is  attracting  the  attention  of  such  minds  as 
his,  and  that  he  is  trying  to  meet  it.  The  summer 
flow  of  Charles  River  averages  thirty  million  gal- 
lons a  day,  while  in  winter  the  flow  averages  some 
two  hundred  million  gallons.  Therefore  it  is 
palpable  that  the  unu-ed  surplus  in  winter  it  suf- 


ficient to  supply  a  city  of  six  or  seven  hundred 

abita""" 
clown  to  swell  the  tide. 


thousand  inhabitants  with  wafer 


/hich  now  goes 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  o—l  merely  desire  to  say 
that  one  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  not  fully  justified  by  the  facts.  He  said 
that  the  City  Council  had  become  satisfied  that 
the  Sudbury  River  is  not  the  proper  source  for  a 
supply.  I  think  no  one  is  justified  in  making  such 
a  statement,  and  1  do  not  think  any  such  conclu- 
sion is  to  be  drawn  from  the  vote  of  the  last  meet- 
ing. I  voted  for  that  order  concerning  Charles 
River,  and  I  have  no  doubt  others  did,  without 
thinking  of  abandoning  Sudbury  River.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  the  city  should  have  a 
petition  to  take  Charles  River,  so  that  if 
after  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  the  two 
schemes,  we  should  think  it  best  to  take  that 
source, we  might  be  enabled  to  avail  ourselves  of  it. 
And  for  that  reason  it  seemed  very  proper  to  have 
that  petitio  i  presented,  and  perhaps  this  one  now 
before  the  Council  should  also  lie  presented.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  that  it  is  very  important 
for  the  Council  to  determine  what  it  wants.  If 
we  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  several 
things,  the  Legislature  may  say,  "Make  up  vour 
minds  what  you  want,  but' we  cannot  grant  you 
the  privilege  of  going  all  ovei  the  State  at  your 
own  free  will  and  pleasure."  I  think  the  "City 
Council  should  determine  which  of  the  schemes  it 
is  best  to  carry  out,  and  when  the  report  of  the 
physicians  is  in,  I  hope,  for  one,  that  we  shall  de- 
vote ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  the  main 
question,  and  determine  which  scheme  we  shall 
ask  for.  I  do  not  believe  that  authority  to  take 
Charles  River  will  be  granted  without  a  clause  re- 
pealing the  authority  to  take  the  Sudbury.  If  we 
want  the  Charles  we  must  give  up  the  'Sudbury, 
and  if  we  want  the  ponds  we  must  give  up  both 
the  diaries  and  Sudbury.  We  cannot  have  every- 
thing . 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order,  but  I  agree  fully  w  it  1 1  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  that  we  should  not  ask  for 
too  many  things  at  once.  I  am  afraid  the  Legis- 
latuie  would  grant  one  ot  two  things,  or  perhaps 
give  us  that   which  we   don't  want.    If  we  could 
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have  these  petitions  advertised,  and  then  deter- 
mine which  scheme  we  do  want,  then  I  would  say, 
take  that.  Neither  do  I  believe  in  a  temporizing 
process.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  figures 
our  how  we  can  get  seventeen  million  gallons  a 
day,  but  1  think  he  makes  a  mistake.  He  makes 
five  million;-  from  the  Nonsuch  and  six  millions 
from  the  lake,  and  then  he  says  we  lose  one 
third  by  the  wastage  of  the  daily*  supply  we  get, 
and  by  enforcing  the  ordinance  we  have 
just  passed  we  can  save  half  of  it,  making 
fourteen  millions,  and  you  spend  from  one  to  five 
m  ,11  ion  dollars  to  save  it,  and  then  we  are  just 
where  we  are  today.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  in  my  opinion,  is  entirely  correct.  However 
disagreeable  1  lie  duly  may  lie,  we  have  got  to  look 
ahead  into  the  future,  and  calculate  lor  seventy- 
five  or  eighty  million  gallons  for  a  daily  supply; 
and,  with  the  gentle  man  from  Ward  ij,  I  am  not  so 
sure  but  we  shall  have  to  take  tiie  Sudbury  River 
after  all.  I  hope  the  Legislature  will  give 
us  the  Charles  River,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  will.  I  am  not  pledged  to  any  scheme. 
There  always  will  be  prejudice  against  any 
large  scheme,  as  there  is  against  the  Sudbury 
and  ,4jobs."  I  know  nothing  of  jobs  in  connec- 
tion with  Sudburj  River.  I  have  seen  nothing 
that  meets  our  ease  so  well  as  the  Sudbury,  except 
the  Charles,  which  will  if  we  can  get  it.  I  think 
it   becomes  the  citv  to  look  out  for  the  future. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  believe  that  all  that  is 
wanted  is  the  application  of  a  little  common  sense 
to  this  question.  All  we  want  is  to  make  an 
alternative  pioposition.  All  that  is  asked  is  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority to  take  this  water.  Talk  about  the 
Legislature —why,  it  does  not  come  together 
for  almost  sixty  days.  Then  everybody 
knows  it  takes  two  or  three  weeks  to  get  the  com- 
mittees to  work,  so  that  it  will  be  about  three 
months  before  you  can  get  any  action  at  all. 
Meantime,  this  matter  may  be  gone  into.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  but  let  us  have 
an  alternative  proposition.  "We  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature with  a  dozen  uropositions,  it  may  be,  but 
we  want  to  centre  upon  one  at  the  proper  time. 
The  members  of  the  Legislature  are  human, 
like  ourselves,  and  it  is  made  up  of  men 
of  common  sense,  to  whom  we  make  a  rea- 
sonable proposition.  I  do  not  see  that  it 
is  temporizing.  It  is  good  plain  common 
sense.  Let  us  make  a  proposition  so  that  every 
man  may  read  it,  and  every  man  in  the  Common- 
wealth may  know  and  understand  that  Boston 
needs  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  is  bound  to 
have  it  at  any  cost.  Because  my  f i  iend  from  Ward 
16  does  hot  know  that  there  are  no  jobs  in  the 
Sudbury  scheme  does  not  prove  that  there  are 
none.  I  come  here  to  state  what  I  know,  and  I 
know  and  I  say  theie  are  schemes  of  speculation 
in  it,  and  have  been  from  the  beginning.  I  speak 
plainly.  I  use  no  honeyed  words.  It  is  true,  and 
the  people  believe  it  to  be  true,  and  there  are 
tnose  who  know  it  to  be  true.  The  peo- 
ple know  it  is  not  necessary  to  spend  eight 
millions  of  dollars— those  are  the  lowest  figures, 
while  every  man  of  common  sense  knows  it  will 
be  ten,  twelve  or  fifteen  millions.  Let  us  be«in 
and  try  to  economize  somewhere.  Let  us  author  ■ 
ize  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  all  of 
these  propositions,  and  then,  within  the  next 
ninety  diys,  we  shall  have  abundant  time  to  re- 
duce the  matter  down  to  a  head  and  go  for  one 
.single  proposition.  I  agree  with  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Waid  !),  that  Charles  River 
ought  to  be  taken,  and  let  me  .say  that  this  is  not 
the  only  city  that  has  its  eye  on  that  river.  I 
am  informed  by  an  official  of  another  city 
that  it  has  its  eye  on  Charles  River,  and 
perhaps  may  get  in  before  we  do.  Let  us  have 
our  grappling  irons  somewhere  else;  let  us  have 
an  abundance  of  water;  let  us  go  in  for  these 
propositions.  I  am  willing  to  favor  all  of  them; 
and  when  the  Legislature  meets  let  us  lay  these 
matters  before  them,  ami  decide  which  we  think 
best. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  !i—  In  1H71  the  city  of  Boston 
petitioned  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
water  from  various  sources,  and  the  Legislature 
met  that  petition  by  limiting  the  city  of  Boston 
to  two  sources— thc>  Sudbury  and  the  Charles.  For 
rea-ons  supposed  to  be  sufficient  at  that  time,  the 
city  abandoned  I  he  Charles  and  accepted  the  act  au- 
Hioi  izing  the  I  a  king  of  the  Sudbury.  In  1874,  on  the 
12th  of  November,  we  go  back  where  we  were 
three  years  ago,  and  talk  about  spreading  out  our 
grappling  irons,  and  taking  water  where  the  Leg- 
islature granted  us  leave  to  take  it  three  years  be- 


fore. Practically  we  are  where  we  were  in  1871  by 
introducing  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  introduced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  very  much  em- 
barrass us  in  any  effort  we  make  to  get  the  waters 
of  Charles  River.  His  propositi  >n  is  that  we  shall 
petition  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  next  six 
weeks  decide  what  we  want,  and  then  bend 
all  our  energies  to  that  one.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  past  eighteen  months  has  shown 
me  that  we  cannot  decide  this  question  in  six 
weeks.  "We  have  now  passed  through  this  body 
an  order  looking  to  the  taking  of  the  waters  of 
Charles  River,  on  the  ground  that  a  board  of 
physicians  are  about  to  decide  that  the  Sudbury 
River  will  not  give  us  pure  water.  On  the  strength 
of  a  report  which  we  expect  to  have  we  passed 
that  order  last  Thursday  night.  It  seems  to  me 
that  in  a.  -ix  weeks'  discussion  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  hoping  to  fix  upon  anything  but  the  Sud- 
bury or  Charles.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
does  not  want  to  embarrass  our  position  before  the 
Legislature  by  sending  m  vai  ion*  petitions.  If  we  go 
to  the  Legislature  with  various  petitions  they  will 
say,  Decide  what  you  want  and  we  will  determine 
what  is  best.  Bur  the  proposition  is  to  put  in  the 
petitions  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  statutes,  and 
then  we  shall  decide  what  we  want  ourselves.  Then 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  had  better  rest  where  we 
are,  and  if  it  is  deemed  expedient  and  we  can  get 
authority  from  the  Legislature,  adopt  the  Charles 
River  scheme.  If  they  decide  against  that,  thenlet 
us  take  the  next  best  thing  to  be  done,  but  not  to 
authorize  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
these  various  propositions  with  the  hope  that  in 
the  next .-  ix  weeks  we  shall  decide  what  is  best  to 
be  done,  upon  this  ground  I  object  to  the  older 
and  not  upon  the  incuts  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Braekett  of  Ward  10— Although  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  new  to  me, 
I  amiiclined  to  favor  it.  But  I  do  not  see  how 
the  fact  that  we  have  already  petitioned  for  the 
Charles  is  an  objection  to  the  proposition.  I  vot- 
ed for  the  order  fir  Charles  River,  but  I  did  not 
intend  to  commit  myself  to  that  scheme.  On  the 
contrary  I  have  grave  doubts  both  in  regard  to  it 
and  the  Sudbury,  on  account  of  the  impurity  of 
the  water.   Why,"this  very  report  puts  the  Charles 


lution  is  less.  The  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  commits  the  city  to  getting 
a  supply  from  ponds,  which  1  think  is  favorable.  I 
can  see  no  objection  to  asking  for  three  or  half  a 
dozen  sources'  of  supply.  Between  this  time  and 
when  the  Legislature  meets  I  think  we  can  deter- 
mine what  is  best  to  be  d.ine.  I  have  not  such 
faint  hope  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr. 
Denny]  has.  Let  us  ask  for  several  sources.  Fur- 
thermore, we  have  reason  to  expect  that  there 
will  be  great  oppo-ilion  to  the  Charles.  As  this 
is  a  new  subject  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be 
well  to  have  it  go  over  for  a  week. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  says  that  if  I  don't  know  about  jobs  in 
Sudbury,  that  is  no  sign  there  are  none.  Of 
course  nobody  objects  to  that.  But  if  there  are 
jobs  there  1  want  to  Know  it.  If  there  are  jobs  in 
that  or  Charles  River,  I  don't  propose  to  go  for 
either.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  said  a 
few  weeks  ago  that  there  was.  a  gigantic  swindle 
in  this  Sudbury  River  scheme,  and  he  promised 
us  the  facts  and  figures.  I  hope  he  is  able  to  give 
them  to  us. 

Mr.  Shaw— He  is. 

Mr.  West— If  there  is  such  a  job  as  that  we  will 
very  soon  root  it  out.  But  if  somebody  wants  to 
speculate  out  of  it  we  cannot  stop  that.  A  man 
has  a  right  to  go  out  there  and  buy  land  that  the 
citv  wants.  But  I  don't  consider  that  a  gigantic 
job.  If  there  is  anything  in  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  has  said,  I  want  to  know  it,  an  I  I 
believe  it  would  gratify  the  Council  very  much  if 
he  will  give  the  farts  he  promised. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  (i— 1  think  the  Council  has 
a  right  to  demand  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
that  he  will  hand  over  those  facts.  We  have  been 
hearing  about  them  for  months,  and  it  is  about 
time  for  us  to  have  them.  The  gentleman  should 
either  state  bis  facts  to  the    Council    or   introduce 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  I  he  gentleman  from 
Waidfi  will  demand  an  investigating  committee, 
and  demand  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  these 
facts,  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  gets 
ready  he  will  give  them  and  more  than  the  gentle- 
man'from  Ward  ('.ever  had  tile  brain  to  conceive  of 
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Demand  facts  from  me !  I  never  talk  anything;  but 
facts.  If  the  gentleman,  the  as  lute  member  from 
"Ward  6,  expects  aught  else  from  me,  he  is  mis- 
taken. I  always  state  facts.  In  place  of 
copying  other  people's  ideas  into  books  over  his 
own  signature,  let  him  study  the  law  and  the 
facts,  and  the  gosnel.  too.  As  1  have  told  you,  I 
have  never  studied  law;  but  when  the  gentleman 
demands  of  me  to  state  facts,  he  will  have  them 
in  my  own  good  time  ;  but  when  anybody  under- 
takes t«i  bluff  nie  down  by  demanding  facts,  be 
will  find  that  he  is  not  able  to  do  it,  and  that  I 
will  give  my  facts  only  when  I  am  ready  to 
do  it.  Nobody  shall  disparage  me  here  in 
my  place  ;  nobody,  not  even  my  worthy  and  astute 
friend  from  the  Suffolk  bar,  can  confound  me  in 
his  wisdom,  although  the  wisdom  of  fools  some- 
times confounds  the  wise— not  exactly  a  literal 
quotation  according  to  seiipture,  but  it  meets  the 
case.  Now,  when  1  rise  here  to  speak,  because  it 
is  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  when  I  use  the  words  of 
truth— they  come  plainly  from  my  lips— not  like 
those  from  the  honeyed  tongue  of  my  friend  from 
the  Sixth  Ward,  who  has  been  brought  up  at  the 
bar — when  I  say  there  are  jobs  and  schemes, 
I  know  it,  and  when  I  get  ready  I  will 
divulge  it.  The  people  know  it,  and  for 
a  year  and  a  half  they  have  heard  my  voice 
againsrit;  they  have  read  it  in  the  newspapers 
and  complimented  me  for  it— some  of  the  constit- 
uents of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  now  gone  to 
their  .graves.  I  have  letters  from  wealthy  con- 
stituent^ of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  compli- 
menting me  on  me  statements  I  hai-e  made  in  the 
Council  in  the  interest  of  the  t  eople  and  against 
these  enormous  and  uncalled  for  expenditures. 
That  is  my  answer  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  0.  Let  him  exercise  his  power, 
or  the  power  of  the  Council  in  demanding  it. 
"When  I  am  to  be  commanded,  it  must  be  "by  a 
power  higher  than  his— higher  than  this  Council. 
Let  him  make  the  beginning;  the  sooner 
he  begins  the  sooner  he  will  exhaust  him- 
self, and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time  that  he 
who  lays  traps  gets  exhausted.  In  sober  earnest, 
let  me  say,  that  the  people  have  arisen  and  told 
us,  as  their  representatives,  that  they  believed 
this  scheme  wholly  and  absolutely  unnecessary. 
I  have  said  that  if  the  honorable  Water  Board 
would  exercise  a  very  little  authority  and  inaug- 
urate a  system  of  inspection,  they  could  stop 
this  enormous  waste  of  water,  which  my  friend 
from  "Ward  12  stated,  after  I  had  stated  it  a  year 
ago,  although  received  with  sneers  at  the  time, 
and  has  been  shown  by  the  reports  coming  from 
the  legitimate  sources.  Now,  sir,  let  us  inaugu- 
rate   a   system   of    inspection    and   save   water, 


rather  than  waste  it  where  it  does  nobody 
any  good.  At  the  same  time,  let  me  say,  I 
want  an  abundant  supply  if  it  is  necessary. 
Let  us  use,  as  we  do  in  our  business  matters,  some 
little  common  sense,  and  prevent  this  waste,  not 
because  we  have  friends  to  reward  or  enemies  to 
punish,  but  because  we  believe  it  to  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  who  sent  us  here  that  we 
should  adopt  this  matter  and  act  upon  it  with 
common  sense  and  sound  judgment;  and  if  we 
can  save  several  millions  of  dollars  to  the  tax- 
payers, we  ought  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  the  Council  seems 
to  be  losing  sight  of  the  subject  before  it,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12 — Will  the  gentleman  with- 
draw  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  Kimball — I  will,  at  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Dean— I  merely  rise  to  state  that  at  tne  sug- 
gestion «f  one  or  two  members  who  thought  they 
would  like  a  Hi  tb'  further  time  to  consider  this 
matter,  although  it  is  desirable  to  get  the  petition 
in  as  soon  as  possible,  I  have  no  objection  to  hav- 
ing the  order  lie  over.  If  the  subject  will  not 
bear  investigation,  of  course  it  is  not  de- 
sirable that  the  order  should  pass.  I 
think  that  all  we  need  now  is  to  take  hold  of  it, 
and  we  cannot  help  but  come  out  right.  The  re- 
sult, as  we  all  know— and  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
any  reflections  upon  aay  member,  because  I  know 
that  any  meinbei  who  has  been  urging  the  Sudbury 
scheme  did  it  with  the  belief  that  it  was  the  best 
scheme — the  result  of  these  investigations  has  un- 
doubtedly changed  the  minds  of  members  of  this 
Council  who  were  in  favor  of  the  Sudbury  scheme. 
I  do  not  think  it  has  changed  them  entirely,  but 
it  has  put  them  in  a  frame  of  mind  to 
go  over  to  what  is  best.  I  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Cheesebrough  in  his  report 
makes  the  remark  that  if  the  waters  of  Charles 
River  are  unfit  for  use,  then  the  larger  and  more 
expensive  scheme  may  be  justified.  Then 
it  turns  out  now  that  Charles  River  is  fit 
for  use,  and  if  this  report  shall  sus- 
tain  the   preliininaiy    statement   of     the   physi- 


that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be 
postponed  until  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock  P.  M. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15, 
Mr.  Dean  changed  the  hour  to  nine  o'clock,  and 
the  order  was  specially  assigned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    16,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  mi  eling  at.  three  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  (lark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

.EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Julius  A.  Sweetland, 
Broadway  Methodist  Church. 

Measurers  cit  Wood  and  Bark— Alonzo  H.  Stow- 
ell,  Thomas  Coleman,  Jr. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Charles  I).  Bickford,  for  leave 
to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  at  No.  105  New 
Heath  street,  Ward  15. 

Albert  Howe,  f  oi  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Market  street,  near  Washington  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Robert  E.Hud- 
son et  al.,  fox  a  lease  of  the  new  vegetable  market. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Mauley  Howe, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  lamp  post  opposite  374  Broad- 
way, South  Boston. 

Hannah  M.  Cook  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  Williams 
street  near  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

T.  C.  Wales  et  al.,  that  lamps  be  placed  and 
lighted  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  south  of  Seaver 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Samuel  Austin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  North  avenue, 
Ward  16. 

Thomas  Doyle,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue,  No  560. 

E.  Chipman,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Malvern  street,  Ward  15. 

Roger  Drury,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Terrace  street,  Ward  15. 

Charles  xJ.  Bickford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  fifteen  additional  horses  on  New 
Heath   street,  No.  105,  Ward  15. 

W.  T.  McConuack,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Lamartine  street,  Ward 
17. 

Albert  Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  sta- 
ble for  fifteen   horses  on  Market  street,  Ward  19. 

Joel  Knight  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horse-  on  Stone's  wharf,  141  and 
149  Medford  street. 

Charles  A.Green,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  a  twenty-foot  street 
from  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  16. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  foi  leave  to  maintain  his  cel- 
lar below  grade  at  101  East  Dedbam  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  reoccupy  a  stable 
with  eight  additional  stalls  for  horses  on  Reed 
street. 

Samuel  Hatfield,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Washington  near  Winsbip 
street,  Ward  19. 

Josiah  Webb  et  or*.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  at  corner  of  Washington  and 
Richmond  streets,  Ward  16. 

Charles  Roberts,  for  leave  to  construct  a  cellar 
below  grade  on  Friend  street,  near  Travers  street. 

John  Elms,  for  renewal  of  license  granted  for  a 
stable  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  H. 
Leach  et  al.,  that  the  curbstone  in  Charter  street, 
between  Nos.  7  and  15,  be  put  in  saf"!  condition. 

Cyrus  Baker,  et  al.,  that  Third  street  be  graded 
and  sidewalks  laid  from  L  to  M  street. 

David  Smith  et  al.,  that  Lincoln  street,  Charles- 
town,  be  graded. 

Trinity  Church,  that  the  sidewalks  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  Newbury  street  be  paved  with  brick. 

George  E.  Young  et  a?.,  that  Condor  street  be 
macadamized. 

William  Makepeace  et  al..  for  leave  to  set  out 
trees  in  front  of  estates  Nos.  3  and  5  Allston 
street,  Ward  4. 

James  Curtin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
91  Bennington  street. 

Nathan  Samuels,  that  the  budding  at  corner 
Pearl  and  Bath  streets  lie  numbered,  and  that  the 
name  of  "Post  Office  square"  be  given  to  the  area 
east  of  the  new  Post  Office. 

Rebecca  C.  Billings,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Providence  street. 


Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  for  leave  to  lay  gas 
pipe  across  Granite  a  rect  between  their  gas  works 
and  refinery. 

Robert  Simpson  et  al.,  for  a  crossing  in  Warren 
street  at  Maywood  street. 

Mauley  Howe,  for  leave  to  erect  a  lamp  post  op- 
posite 374  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

B.  L.  Bowen,to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  Canal  and    Windiest  x  streets. 


Alderman  Brook-  presented  the  pet'tion  of  Dr. 
B.  F.  Campbell  and  1000  other  citizens  of  Ward  1, 
representing  that  they  are  still  suffering  from  a 
supply  ot  impure  water,  and  earnestly  petitioning 
the  City  Council  either  to  purify  their  present 
source  of  supply  or  grant  the  prayer  of  the  Flax 
Pond  Company.  Alderman  Brooks  moved  that 
the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  petition  states  that  the 
city  of  Boston  has  power  at  the  present  time  to 
purify  the  Mystic  River.  Ttat  is  not  the  fact.  The 
petition  for  power  to  purify  that  river  was  not 
acted  upon. 

Alderman  Worthmgton— Was  not  an  act  passed 
to  allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  build  sewers  through 
that  district  in  connection  with  the  towus  on  the 
line? 

Alderman  Stebbins — A  petition  of  that  kind 
from  the  city  of  Boston  was  presented  to 
the  last  Legislature,  but  it  being  so  late 
in  the  session,  ldave  was  not  granted  it  to 
be  introduced.  An  attempt  was  made  later  in  the 
session  to  get  an  amendment  covering  that  peti- 
tion to  the  act  allowing  the  building  of  storage 
reservoirs,  but  that  was  refused. 

Alderman  Worttnngton— The  act  grants  power 
to  build  sewers,  and  we  have  an  order  for  a  peti- 
tion for  the  towns  to  join  in  the  work  which  comes 
from  the  Common  Council  today  to  be  acted  up- 
on. The  act  passed  last  winter  was  to  give  the 
city  of  Boston  power  to  build  sewers,  but  not  to 
assess  the  cost  upon  other  towns. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  act  provided  that  the 
city  of  Boston  might  build  a  sewer  in  connection 
with  the  storage  reservoirs,  but  not  in  connection 
with  the  present  supply.  An  order  for  a  petition 
for  that  has  come  to  us  from  the  other  branch  to- 
day. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COLUMBU9  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  remonstrances 
ag,.inst  granting  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  severally  signed  by  A.  W.  Beard 
et  al.,  George.  W.  Pope  el  al.,  11.  Harris  &  Co.  et 
al.,  Harwootl  &  Hackett  et  al.,  llenrv  Noweli  et 
al.,  Stillman  B.  Allen  et  al.,  Charle-  Blake  et  al. 
Severally  referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Pres- 
cott, to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order    to    pay  Daniel    McKinney   $1906.69,   for 

Washington-street  damages,  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  pa v  Elizabeth  A.  Brown,  C.H.  Breck, 
etal.,  $1330. OS,  for  Foster-street  damages,  Brigh- 
ton.   Passed. 

Orders  to  establish  the  grade  of  Franklin  street, 
between  Cambridge  street  ami  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  rescind  location  of  Met  ropulitan  Rail- 
road in  Meridian  street,  from  White  street  to  the 
bridge,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  rails  from  said 
street.  Laid  upoa  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Brooks. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish 
anil  set  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on  easterly 
side  of  Hatleck  street,  south  of  Ruggles  street. 
Passed. 

Order  to  establish  the  revised  grade  of  Brook 
avenue  in  Ward  16.    Passed. 

Order  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  lay 
sidewalks  on  west  side  of  Cieenville  street,  near 
the  estate  of  Charles  Nichols,  and  on  the  easterly 
side  near  the  estate  of  Tliaddcus  Nichols. 


lations  for  the  man  igenientof  the  police  boat  Pro- 
tector.   Passed. 

Order  to  cancel  the  bond  of  John  Farrington  for 
a  lot  of  land  on  Adams  and  Gibson  streets.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Orders  for  assessment  and  collection  of  sidewalk 
assessments  on  Bowen,  Trenton  and  K  streets. 
Severally  passed. 
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PAPERS    FROM   THE     COMMOX     COUNCIL     FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Requests  from  the  School  Committee  that  a  suit- 
able lire  escape  be  attached  to  the  Winthrop 
Schoolhouse,  in  Tremout  street;  and  that  addi- 
tional accommodations  be  provided  for  the  Kin- 
dergarten School  in  Somerset  street.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Mary  Thomson,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  in  South  sti\  et.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  join  the  selectmen  of 
Woburn  and  other  towns  interested  in  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  for  a  system  of  sewerage,  to 
carry  away  from  Mystic  Pond  all  injurious  matter 
now  discharging  therein.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  turning  the  waters  of  Nonesuch 
Pond  into  the  Lake  Cochituate  conduit,  or  Lake 
Coehituate,  for  a  temporary  supply.    Passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  John  D.  Reed  and  others,  consta- 
bles, were  presented,  duly  certified  by  the  City 
Treasurer,  and  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Notice  of  vacancies  in  said 
board  from  Wards  C,  9, 11,  14  and  2.  Placed  on 
file. 

Superintendent  of  sv»v  /•■,-.  Schedules  of  the  cost 
of  constructing  sewers,  as  follows  :  Eighth  street, 
81411.87;  Condor  street,  $1988.49:  Hartford  and 
High  streets.  $1110.98;  Washington  square, $707.19; 
South  Eden  street,  S1097.40;  Hamilton  street, 
$816.39;  Warren  place,  $810.88:  Rochester  street, 
$1244.17:  Oneida  street,  $1309.22;  Washington 
street  (Charlestowri).  $1048.32:  Iiorchester  street, 
$2319.87;  Brook  avenue,  $1547.13.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  C.  McNeil  to  be 
compensated  for  injuries  to  his  child  from  an 
alleged  defect  in  Meridian  street.  Accepted  and 
sent  down. 

SOUP   FOR  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  tem- 
porary aid  to  the  poor  during  the  coming  winter 
by  the  distribution  of  soup  from  the  police  station 
houses,  or  such  other  places  as  they  may  select,  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  the  expense,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  .$3000,  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter, 
passed,  and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Billiard  License  Granted— Pollard  &  Bliss,  367 
Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Two  bootblacks, 
nine  newsboys. 

Wagon  License*  Granted— D.  W.  Littlefield  and 
three  others  ( transfers);  Andrew  Thompson,  8 
Moon  street;  P.  II.  Padelford,  Roxbury  (express); 
B.  J.  McCabe,  14  Hudson  street;  G.R.Eaton,  634 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — H.  M.  Hewett, 
to  give  dramatic  entertainments  at  John  A.  An- 
drew Hall  this  season  ;  C.  M.  Charter,  to  exhibit  a 
panorama  at  Institute  Hall. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — Louisa  E.  Gil- 
more,  67  Joy  street;  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association,  92  Carver  street. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
Hannah  H.  Samelsohn,  160  Merrima  ■  street; 
Nichols  &  Avery,  165  Fulton  street;  Peter  Swift, 
Harrison  avenue  and  Eustis  stieet ;  James  Graham, 
40  Batterymarch  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— S.  M.  Caro,  1128  Tremont 
street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Mrs.  Fanny  E. 
Appleton,  21  Cambridge  street;  Jeanette  Beckler, 
11  Harrison  avenue ;  Thomas  Wilder.  107  Pleasant 
street;  S.  Page  Fan-en,  117  Eliot  street;  William  S. 
Bates,  174  Border  street ■;  Alexander  Boudrow,  104 
Sumner  stieet. 

Innholders'  Licenses  Granted— C.T.  Weymouth, 
Charles  River  Hotel;  T.  Taylor  Harrington,  Cattle 
Fair  Hotel,  Brighton. 

Hack  License  Granted— E.  T.  Dyer,  Court  street, 
after  nine  o'clock  P.  M. 

Hack  License  Refused— George  M.  Pratt,  United 
S  tates  Court  House. 

Severally  accepted. 


PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

A'derrnan  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 


ing  of  new  street  east  of  Washington  park,  for 
the  reason  that  the  street  referred  to  is  not  a  pub- 
lic street;  Mary  G.  P.  Stevens, to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Day  stieet;  Union  Stone  Company  et 
al.,  that  the  street  railway  tracks  be  removed 
from  Devonshire  street ;  Eli  Fernald,  for  an  ap- 
propriation to  put  Fort  avenue  in  order,  for  the 
reason  that  Fort  avenue  is  not  a  public  street. 
Severally  accepted . 

Report  recommending  reference  to  next  City 
Government  of  petition  of  William  Balch  et  al., 
that  a  retaining  wall  be  puilt  at  the  westerly  end 
of  Canton  street.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Meriiam  &  Philbrook  and  others,  that 
the  sidewalk  in  the  rear  of  Faneuil  Hall  be  wid- 
ened.   Accepted. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  and 
edgestones  for  Washington  street,  between  Brat- 
tle and  Haymarkel  sip, are;  Hancock  and  Colum- 
bia streets  between  Bird  and  Stoughton  streets; 
Bennington  street,  between  Prescott  and  Brooks 
streets;  Albany  street,  between  East  Chester  park 
and  East  Concord  street;  Dorchester  avenue,  be- 
tween Field's  Corner  and  Centre  street ;  with  or- 
ders for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read  twice,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  be 
directed  to  grade  irancis  street  north  of  Brook- 
line  avenue  as  recently  laid  out  and  widened  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  and  according 
to  the  grade  established  by  said  board.  Estimat- 
ed cost,  $4000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sup,  rintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  ai.d  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Burroughs  street.  Ward  17, 
and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost 
of  furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of 
the  estate  on  the  southwesterly  coiner  of  Wash- 
ington and  School  streets,  Ward  17,  and  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  thereof. 

Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $32.99,  assessed  to 
George  B.  Faunce  for  edgestones  un  Norfolk  ave- 
nue, be  abated,  and  the  same  asse-scd  to  Henry 
M.  Fuller. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $38.57,  assessed  to  An- 
drew Beminghoff  for  sidewalk  No.  1210  Tremont 
street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Ruth 
H.  Thompson. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22.84,  assessed  to 
Charles  McGinley  for  sidewalk  on  East  Fifth 
street,  669,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
Alice  Andrews. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $78.41,  assessed  to 
Robert  Keleen  for  sidewalk  on  Athens  street, 
corner  of  F  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  as- 
sessed to  Micah  Dyer,  Ji . 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $65.93,  assessed  to 
Robert  Keleen,  for  edgestones  on  F  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Micah   Dyer,  Jr. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $13.97  be  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  to  Manley  Howe  for  side- 
walk on  Athens  street,  and  that  $13.10  be  assessed 
to  John  M.  Porter. 

Ordered,  That  abatements  be  made  the  following- 
named  parties  in  the  sums  set  against  their  respec- 
tive names,  for  sidewalks,  erroneously  assessed: 
Thomas  Patterson,  04  Silver  street.  $9.23;  Angeline 
Quincev,  Dorchester  strict.  $15;  Patrick  Rogers, 
Tremont  street,  $12. CO;  George  .McDonald.  Athens 
street,  $13.58;  Benjamin  M.  Thayer.  Stoughton 
street,  $95  94;  Alfred  Ford,  Stoughton  street. 
$13.53;   Charles  A.  Green,  $17.63. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12.34,  assessed  to 
Daniel  McCarty  for  edgestones  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  16,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed 
to  John  McCarty. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $14.70,  assessed  to 
Francis  Schwendeman  for  sidewalk  No.  97  Gold 
street,  be  abated  and  the  same  assessed  to  James 
RaUston. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Cutter,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Standard  Sugar  Refinery  to  lay  a  gas  pipe  under 
and  across  Granite  street,  between  their  gas  works 
and  refinery,  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing- 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  saving  the   city 
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harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of,  the  laying  and  maintaining 
of  said  pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condi- 
tion that  said  company  shall  remove  said  pipe 
when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 
Read  twice,  on  motion  jf  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
passed. 

THE  PAVING  OF  STIIXMAN  PLACE. 

Alderman  Peters— In  behalf  of  the  Committee  oh 
Paving.  I  wish  to  make  an  explanation  of  a  paper 
that  1  find  on  every  Alderman's  desk,  in  regard  to 
the  paving  of  St'illiiian  place.  The  committee 
found  that  Stilhnan  place  is  a  private  wajr,  and 
that  they  have  no  right  to  pave  it,  hut  they  have 
not  concluded  to  make  that  report  yet.  When 
they  have  had  time  to  go  and  see  it  they  will  de- 
termine what  is  best  to  be  done. 


Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  an  order  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  to  construct  a  sewer  in  Third  street,  be- 
tween N  and  0  streets.  Read  twice,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Power,  and  passed. 

SURYEY  OF  FLAX  AND  OTHER  PONDS  IN  LYNN. 

Alderman  Stebhins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
"Water,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to 
make  such  surveys  and  measurements  as  may  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  actual  amount  of  water 
that  can  be  furnished  from  Flax,  Sluice  and  Ce- 
dar ponds;  the  expense  of  making  such  surveys 
ami  measurements  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Additional  Water  Supply,  the  bills  to 
be   approved  by  the  Coehiruate  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Stebhins— The  Committee  on  Water 
have  before  them  the  application  of  M.  Berry 
and  others  of  Lynn,  to  furnish  the  citizens  of 
Ward  1  with  water.  Before  making  a  report  on 
the  subject,  the  committee  desire  to  know  how 
much  water  can  be  depended  upon  from  chat 
source  in  case  it  should  be  deemed  desirable  to 
make  an  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Berry.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  today 
in  order  that  the  City  Engineer  may  begin  the 
measurements  at  once. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent 
down. 

ASSISTANT    FOR    INSPECTOR    OF    MILK. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Inspector  of  Milk  for  an 
assistant,  submitted  a  report  recommending  tha" 
the  same  be  granted.  Report  accepted  and  the 
following  order  passed: 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  the  Inspector 
of  Milk  to  employ  an  assistant  to  aid  him  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  ot  his  office,  at  an  expense 
per  annum  not  exceeding  live  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Health. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

The  petitions  of  S.  J.  &  G.  Turtle,  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  steam  engine  on  Washington  square, 
and  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use 
steam  engine  at  20  Beach  street,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration on  orders  of  notice  for  hearings.  No 
one  appeared  to  object  and  the  petitions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT   COMPANY. 

At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  the  Board  continued  the 
hearing  on  the  petition  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company,  for   leave   to   lay  down  pipes  in  the 

Hon.  P.  A.  Collins  appeareC  for  the  petitioners ; 
Hon.  R.  M.  Morse,   Jr.,  for   the    Boston    Gaslight 


aslight  Company  ;    and  W.  A.  Field  for 
the  Roxbury  Gaslight  Company. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  had  heard  the  questions 
asked  by  Alderman  Worthington  at  the  last  meet- 
ing in  regard  to  the  cost  of  making  gas,  and  he 
would  call  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  said  he  had  made 
some  estimates  of  the  approximate  cost  of  gas 
works  to  Boston  ;  he  had  plans  whi<di  he  would 
show  to  the  Board  or  a  committee.  AVorks 
can  be  built,  a  hundred  mile-  ot  pipes  laid,  and 
all  apparatus  constructed  for  ahou!  S2,0()0,000;  he 
could  go  to  work  for  that  amount,  and  he  could 
manufacture  and  distribute  gas  for  about  SI  .511 
per  thousand  feet,  and  with  a  consumption  of  a 
million  feet  a  day  he  could  sell  for  about  Si  a 
thousand,  and  this  with  an  illuminating  power  of 
eighteen  to  twenty  candles,  and  better  quality 
than  is  now  furnished;    the  Boston  Gaslight  Com- 


pany furnish  twdce  that  amount  now.  When  he 
came  to  Boston  he  came  as  a  gas  expert,  and  after 
looking  over  the  ground,  concluded  to  be- 
come a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company;  he  had  subscribed  for  two  thousand 
shares,  or  $200,000,  was  willing  to  put  up  that 
money,  and  was  willing  to  bind  himself  to  the  city 
that  the  new  company  should  build  works,  furnish 

fas,  and  not  sell  out  to  any  other  company.  To 
Ir.  Morse  Mr.  Kennedy  said  lie  did  not  propose  to 
tell  tne  Boston  Gaslight  Company  what  he  could 
do;  and  did  not  propose  to  state  the  inside  work- 
ings of  the  Citizens'  company;  they  would  require 
several  acres  of  land,  from  three  to  ten  ;  he  would 
determine  the  number  when  he  made  the  ground 
plan,  but  declined  to  state  what  estimate  he  had 
made  for  land ;  he  had  been  in  Boston  long  enough 
to  know  something  of  the  price  of  lann;  he  de- 
clined to  name  the  price  of  land  per  foot  he  had 
allowed;  he  was  willing  to  give  the  Board  or  a 
committee  any  information  I  hey  desired,  but  was 
unwilling  and'  unprepared  to  go  info  details;  he 
had  allowed  for  enough  street  mains  to  accommo- 
date the  people. 

Mr.  Morse  asked  Mr.  Kennedy  how  much  land 
he  had  estimated  for  and  the  amount  allowed  for 
in  the  e-tiinate  of  S2.ono,000. 


belonged  to  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  as  a 
corporation — just  as  Mr.  Greenough  had  said,  it 
was  information  for  the  directors. 

Mr.  Morse  submitted  that  when  this  company 
asks  for  permission  to  dig  up  the  streets  it  must 
give  evidence  that  it  is  able  to  go  on  with  the 
works,  and  furnish  gas  to  citizens  for  a  less  price 
than  it  is  supplied  at  t> resent.  They  stood  there 
as  the  assistant-  of  the  Board  in  testing  the  truth 
of  the  statements  of  witnesses,  and  probing  this 
whole  matter;  they  were  proceeding  in  good  faith 
and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  go  on.  It  is  proposed 
to  change  the  city's  policy  and  allow  competing 
coi  porations  to  come  in  and  supply  the  citizens 
with  gas.  The  question  is  not  to  be'  decided  has- 
tily. 

Mr.  Collins  said  it  was  not  to  be  decided  hastily, 
and  procrastination  was  what  the  Boston  gas- 
light Company  wanted,  and  if  it  could  put  it  off 
for  all  eternity  so  much  the  better  for  them.  The 
new  company'must  show  its  ability  to  go  ahead 
and  do  its  work,  but  it  was  not  important  for  the 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  private  details  of  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company.  The  way  to  test  it  is 
by  nroviding  a  forfeit.  This  is  one  corporation 
against  another,  and  the  only  remonstrant  was 
the  corporation  who  has  had  a  monopoly  for  fifty 
years.  They  would  submit  all  the  details  to  the 
Board  ill  confidence. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Field,  representing  the  Roxbury  Gas- 
light Company,  said  it  was  the  rule  of  evidence 
that  in  a  hypothetical  stati  nient  like  that  of  Mr. 
Kennedy,  an  expert  should  give  details. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  oiler  to  furnish  gas  cheaper 
than  it  is  now,  made  at  a  previous  meeting,  must 
be  connected  with  the  present  estimates.  If  the 
Boston  and  Roxbury  Gaslight  companies  want 
to  learn  how  to  make  gas  for  $1.50  a  thousand, 
they  cannot  get  that  information  free  of  cost  from 
the  witnesses  of  the  petitioner. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  supposed  the  Board  is 
desirous  of  gel  ting  all  the  information  it  can  on 
this  important  subject,  and,  as  one  member,  he 
desired  the  new  company  to  show  all  the  details 
of  the  business,  and  bow' they  are  going  to  be  able 
to  furnish  gas  cheaper  than  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company  do.  But  if  the  new  company  are  to  be 
oblige'  to  do  this,  lie  wanted  to  know  if  the  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company  are  going  to  show  by  their 
books  and  accounts  that,  it  cannot  be  done.  The 
Board  should  have  both  sides  of  the  question  if 
details  arc  to  be  furnished.  Mr.  Greenough  had 
said  that  certain  information  was  the  property  of 
his  ''irectors.  The  proposition  made  »y  the  new 
company  cannot  be  gainsaid,  but  he  hoped  they 
would  give  details  as  to  how  gas  can  be  furnished 
cheaper  than  it  is  now. 

Mr.  Morse  said  that  if    after    the    investigation 


answering  any  proper  interrogatories  by  the 
Board.  The  only  ililVorcnce  in  price  is  fifty  cents  a 
thousand  feet. 

Mr.  Putnam  said  that  the  questions  asked  Mr. 
Kennedy  bad  never  been  refused  to  be  answered 
before.  '  What  had  been  refused  had  been  the  dis- 
closure of  the  actual  cost  of  making  gas,  because 
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that  depended  on  a  great  variety  of  things.  The 
cost  of  laying -pipes,  building-  retort  nouses,  etc., 
was  not  a  trade  secret,  and  the  refusal  had  never 
been  made  before. 

Mr.  Morse  repeated  the  question  to  Mi-.  Kenne- 
dy as  to  how  many  miles  of  street  mains  he  had 
estimated  for,  and  asked  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  on  the  question. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  the  question  was 
perfectly  competent,  and  that  it  is  desirable  for 
Mr.  Kennedy  'to  answer  questions  in  regard  to 
particular  expem  itures— whether  he  lias  made  es- 
timates for  a  particular  expenditure  in  the  con- 
struction of  work's,  the  amount  of  land  to  be 
used,  and  ttu  laying  of  main  pipes;  any  secrets 
they  may  have  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
gas'neeii  not  be  disclosed:  the  Board  was  desir- 
ous of  as  full  detail-  as  possible. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  to  Mr.  Morse  that  he  had  es- 
timated for  laving  100  miles  of  street  mains,  the 
expense  of  which  would  vary  from  three  to  thirty 
thousand  dollars  per  mile  ;  he  e-timated  that  the 
works  and  100  miles  of  pipes  will  cost  two  millions 
of  dollars;  he  had  not  had  time  to  make  estimar.es 
in  detail;  he  declined  to  state  how  much  he  al- 
lowed for  land,  buildings  or  pipes;  [Mr.  Col- 
lins said  they  were  to  have  live  acres  of  land 
given  to  them  ;]  he  had  estimated  for  the  business 
part  of  the  city ;  they  had  three  or  four  locations 
in  view,  but  had  not  decided  which  to  take. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  question  in  regard 
to  land  should  be  answered. 

Alderman  Power  said  there  was  one  way  the 
hearing  might  be  shortened  a  great  deal.  We 
know  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company,  and  they  can 
show  what  it  costs  to  furnish  gas  ;  and  if  they 
show  that,  the  Board  will  take  their  word.  If 
they  will  show  that  gas  cannot  be  furnished 
cheaper  than  it  is  now,  nobody  will  question  them. 
Mr.  Kennedy  states  that  he  can  put  in  works  for 
making  a  certain  number  of  feet  of  gas  for  a 
specified  sum  of  money;  but  if  lie  ha-;  got  to  prove 
everything  in  detail,  it  will  take  a  great  deal  of 
time,  which  could  be  saved  if  the  Bo-ton  i  lasliirht 
Company  will  show  just  what  it  costs  to  make 
gas. 

Mr.  Morse  thanked  Alderman  Power  for  the 
suggestion  and  the  confidei  ce  expressed  in  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company.  But  it  is  known  that 
every  few  years  there    is  a  desire   to  investigate 


prove  something  tending  to  support  their  peti- 
tion. It  would  not  be  a  good  practice  for  the  pe- 
titioner to  throw  down  his  petition  and  call  on  the 
remonstrants  to  disprove  it. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  could  settle  the  point  by 
showing  the  results  in  New  York. 

AJderman  Worthington  thought  they  were 
going  on  right,  and  the  questions  ought  to  be 
answered  so  that  they  can  understand  the  sub- 
ject. The  petitioners  had  asked  for  leave  to  dig 
up  the  streets  and  lav  pipes,  and  sav  they  can  SeU 
gas  at  a  less  [nice  than  it  is  sold  at  iiow. '  He  stat- 
ed last  week  that  they  should  put  in  their  whole 
case  and  the  Board  should  have  all  the  facts  on 
the  subject.    The  true  way  is  for  them  to  answer 


point,  and  vote  undcrstandingly. 


petitioners 


,  single  member  of  the  Board  capable  of  asking 
the  proper  questions  unless  aided  bv  some  one  ac- 
quainted. He  wanted  the  petitioners  to  answer 
all  the  questions,  and  then  he  wanted  the  South 
Boston,  Roxbury  and  Boston  Gaslight  companies 
to  come  on  and  answer  in  the  same  wav.  In  that 
way  the  Board  would  get  at  all  the  facts  and  know 
how  to  vote. 

Alderman  Power  thought  it  well  enough  to  get 
all  the  information  on  the  subject  they  can,  but 
when  a  responsible  [larty  comes  in  and  petitions 
for  a  certain  ihiinr,  it  is  for  those  who  impose  that 
petition  to  show  why  they  oppose  it.  These  peti- 
tioners have  told  us  what  they  want  and  what 
they  can  do,  and  it  seemed  to' him  that  it  is  for 
any  one  who  opposes  it  to  show  that  it  cannot  be 
done. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked— How  can  they 
answer  questions  before  they  are  asked  ?  The  pe- 
titioners had  made  a  broad  assertion  that  a  cer- 
tain thing  can  lie  done;  they  must  prove  their 
ability  to  do  it,  and  he  did  not  see  how  the  Boston 
Gaslight  Company  can  answer  anything  until  it 
is  picsented. 

Mr.  Collins  said  it  was  not  of  much  consequence 
to  know  how  many  acres  of  land  they  want.  The 
main  question  is  the  abilitv  of  this  company  to  do 


people  of  Boston  with  the  article  they  desire  to 
manufacture.  In  answer  to  the  question  proposed 
he  had  documentary  evidence  in  his  hands. 

The  Chairman  said  the  petitioners  must  produce 
this  evidence. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  wanted  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  petitioners  had 
said  they  meant  business.  He  understood  that 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  had  seven  millions 
of  dollars  invested  in  this  work.  He  wanted  to 
kDow  the  particulars.  If  this  petition  meant  busi- 
ness, they  must  state  squarely  what  they  intend  to 
do.  He  was  in  favor  of  cheap  gas,  and  wanted  it 
for  $2  if  he  could  get  it  at  that  price  ;  but  he  was 
not  willing  to  put  the  city  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  havhm  the  streets  opened  and  not  having 
any  return  for  rt. 

Mr.  Collins  said  it  would  not  cost  the  citv  any- 
thing. 

Alderman  Brooks  said  they  should  have  all  the 
evidence  the  gentleman  holds  ;  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion last  week  as  to  howmucb  ot  the  capital  of 
tne  Boston  Gaslight  Company  had  been  paid  in, 
and  the  president  said  two  anil  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  and  they  started  with  $75,000.  Now,  if 
they  have  paid  ten  per  cent,  dividend  and  put  it 
into  the  capital  stock  it  is  clear  that  they 
have  made  money  in  two  ways  and  have  charged 
people  full  price  for  gas  while  there  has  been  put 
into  the  corporation  double  the  amount  of  their 
subscriptions. 

Mr-.  Kennedy  said  the  company  did  not  propose 
to  pipe  the  whole  city  at  first,  but  they  could  lay 
one  hundred  miles  and  increase  as  the  business 
increased.  He  had  estimated  for  about  five  acres 
of  land  and  one  hundred  miles  of  pipe;  he  had 
allowed  a  million  dollars  for  the  pipe  and  meters 
and  one  million  for  the  land  and  works.  He  had 
not  estimated  for  the  use  of  naphtha,  which  thev 
use  in  New  York ;  the  highest  price  of  coal  they 
use  there  is  ST. 75  per  ton  -.  they  make  a  saving  both 
for  the  com) 'any  and  consumers  bv  using  naphtha  ; 
they  have  from  5000  to  10,000  barrels  in  an  iron 
tank  on  the  wharf ;  they  had  never  hail  an  explo- 
sion at  the  gas  works  hi  New  York;  it  had  been 
talked  about  that  they  would  use  naphtha  here, 
but  they  had  not  decided  to  do  it ;  if  he  could  have 
his  way  he  would  use  naphtha;  he  would  not  pro- 
pose to  take  this  stock  unless  he  was  going  to 
build  the  works ;  there  were  other  gas-stock  own- 
rs  in  the  compa  ny  with  him. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  asked  to  give  his  opinion  why 


ence  in  New  York  in  1863  in  the  Metropolitan 
company,  with  the  price  of  coal  about  the  same 
as  now.  In  this  they  included  labor,  materials, 
and  all  expenses  except  interest  on  capital  stock ; 
it  includetl  about  ten  per  cent,  estimate  for  loss ; 
for  one  year  in  New  York  he  knew  the  leakage  to 
be  just  41/-  per  cent.,  but  that  was  rather  low;  of 
the  si.no  he  allowed  fifteen  cents  for  leakage;  he 
had  produced  lo.ono  feet  ot  gas  for  a  ton  of  coal. 

Mr.  Collins  introduced  testimony  in  regard  to  the 
gas  sold  bv  the  Mutual  company  of  New  York,  in 
the  form  of  letters  from  consumers,  including  the 
hotels,  theatres  and  churches,  which  showed  that 
that  of  the  Mutual  was  10.5  candle  power,  while 
the  other  is  only  17;  that  the  gas  is  superior  and 
the  bills  25  per  cent,  less,  while  the  nominal 
charge  is  the  same.  Mr.  Collins  said  they  propos- 
ed to  use  all  the  modern  appliances  for  making 
gas,  and  would  adopt  naphtha  or  any  system  that 
had  not  yet  been  discovered,  if  good  gas 
could  be  made  cheaper.  What  Mr.  Kennedy  had 
done  in  New  York  he  is  capable  of  doing  here 
They  proposed  to  invest  a  million  dollars,  and  go 
as  far  as  that  won. d  take  them;  then  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  get  their  capital  increased  to  two 
and  a  half  millions,  and  use  that  up,  and  also  to 
deposit  any  foiieiture  the  1'oard  should  require. 

Mr.  Kennedy  said  to  Mr.  Morse  that  he  had  made 
an  estimate  and  would  guarantee  to  make  10,000 
feet  of  gas  per  ton  from  coal  at  S7.50  per  ton.  In 
his  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  and  selling-  a 
thousand  feet  of  gas  he  had  allowed  75  cents  for 
coal,  25  cents  for  labor,  20  cents  for  distribution, 
15  cenrs  for  leakage  (which  he  thought  was  highl, 
18  cents  for  taxes,  20  cents  for  cannel  coal,  10 
cents  for  incidentals  and  contingencies— making 
in  all  81.73,  and  allowing  from  20  to  23  cents  off  for 
coke  and  tar.  He  did  not  allow  anything 
for  lime,  as  he  used  a  better  article  that 
costs  nothing— an  oxide  and  sulphate  of  iron, 
something  of  his  own  arrangement.  He 
did  not  estimate  that  the  purification  costs  any- 
thing.   Besides  this  it  has  the  merit  of  not  being 
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,  nuisance ;  when  the  tank  cover  is  lifted  you  i 


on  the  capital  stock.  He  thought  there  was  mar- 
gin enough  for  repairs,  as  they  did  uot  amount  to 
much.  He  would  stake  his  professional  reputa- 
tion that  he  Would  carry  out  those  figures  and 
would  pay  down  his  money,  too.  The  making  of 
ga.-  ha-  nothing  to  do  with  laying  the  pipes. 

To  Mr.  Putnam  Mr.  Kennedy  said  that  when 
they  had  a  fair  share  of  business  they  could  make 
gas* for  §1.50  a  thousand:  he  thought  this  would 
be  about  the  same  illuminating  power;  hit  could 
do  it  for  less  for  the  company,  and  make  tLe  bills 
20  to  25  per  cent.  less,  by  using  naphtha.  ToJMr. 
Collins  he  said  there  »a<  not  the  least  danger  in 
using  naphtha.  To  Mr.  Field  he  said  the  dense 
part  of  a  city  could  be  supplied  cheaper  than  the 
outskirts;  he  would  not  go  into  the  sparse  parts 
first;  he  would  take  the  dense  parts  first  and  then 
the  sparse  parts;  the  actual  cost  is  greater  in 
proportion  when  the  cost  of  layiug  the  pipes  is 
greater;  one  company  could  supply  gas  cheaper 
than  two,  if  they  would. 

Mr.  Collins  read  the  names  at  the  heads  of  the 
petitions  presented  in  aid  of  the  company's  peti- 
tion at  the  State  House,  and  in  reply  to  a  re- 
mark by  Mr.  Morse  said  it  had  now  turned  out 
that  somebody  had  stolen  the  original  petitions. 

The  petitioners  heie  rested  their  case. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitions  in  aid  of 
Citizens'  Ga-iight  Company's  petition,  headed  as 
follows:  From  Asa  B.  Potter,  P.  H.  Perkins, 
Keating,  Lane  &  Co.,  and  89  others;  George 
E.  Hale  and  37  others;  Guild  &  Delano, 
Alexander  Stowell  &  Co.,  Shepard,  N^rwell 
&  Co.,  and  94  others;  T.  C.  Wales,  Boston 
Belting  Company,  George  H.  AVardwell,  and  42 
others:  W.  G-.  Train,  Edward  F.  Everett,  Lorenzo 
I'.urge.and  ill'  others;  John  Holman  &  Co.,  George 
W.  White  &  Co.,C.  D.  Cobb  &  Brothers,  ana  4S 
others;  Cobb  Brothers  &  Co.,  E.  YV.  Noyes  &  Co., 
and  61  others;  B.F.Brown,  C.  B.  Illsley,  and  75 
others;  Samuel  C.  Rice,  C.  H.  Waterman,  and  65 
others;  J.  N.  Danforth,  Charles  J.  Lee,  and  33 
others;  William  Heckle  &  Co.,  Dow,  Hunt  &  Co., 
Edward  Dewey,  and  64  others;  Haley,  Morse  & 
Co.,  Deuneit.  iiliss  Al.Iones,  John  H.  Play,  Sons  & 
Co.,  and  136  others;  Tennov,  Aldrich  &  Co.,  J.  F. 
Dane,  Grinnell  &  Co.,  C.&  M.  Cox. and  176  others; 
J.  W.  Balch.  Allen,  Field  A-  Lawrence,  S.  B.  Thax- 
ter  &  Son,  B.  F.  Stevens,  and  80  others;  Tucker 
Manufacturing  <  ompany,  Morris  &  Ireland,  F.  A. 
Streeter,  and  48  others;  S.S.Pierce  &  Co.,  Well- 
ington Brothers  &  Co.,  Frost  Brothers  &  Co., 
Kevins  &  Co..  and  7.'!  others:  J.  F.  Bumstead  & 
Co.,  Widdineld  &  Co.,  and  120  others;  Henry  C. 
Bird  &  Co.,  John  P.  Ordway,  N.  I).  Whitney,  and 
4s  others;  Alvin  Adams,  Waldo  Adams,  Chipman 
Brothers,  and  39  others;  Shreve,  Crump  &  Low, 
Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  Phili]  ps,  Shuman  &  Co.,  Ma- 
cullar,  Williams  &  Parker,  John  C.  chaffin  &  Co., 
and  xx  others;  Micah  Dyer,  Jr.,Gurney  &  Co.,  and 
98  others. 

Alderman  Power  said  those  petitions  had  all 
been  obtained  since  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
the  signatures  had  been  honestly  obtained. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  petitions  in 
aid  of  the  petition  of  the  citizens'  Gaslight  Com- 
pany, signed  by  Patrick  Uonahoe,  Snow,  Rollins 
&  Co.,  Doe  &  Iliinnewell,  and  121  others;  J.  W. 
Watson,  H.  Chaplain,  John  Osborn,  Jr.,  &  Co., 
and  seventy-two  others;  Faulkner,  Page  &  Co., 
Heath,  Anderson  &  Co.,  D.  P.  Ives  &  Co.,  Hyer 
Brothers, Fr\e,  PInpps  A.  Co  ,  and  sixty-six  others; 
Cutter,  Tower  &  Co.,  Champney  Brothers  &  Co., 
anil  eleven  others;  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  N.  G. 
Wood  &  Son,  William  FroUiingham,  Cook  &  Al- 
drich, and  128  others. 

Mr.  Morse  called  attention  to  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Carpenter  at  the  last  meeting  that  he  would 
pioduce  a  subscription  paper  of  the  capital.  Mr. 
Morse  would  submit  the  question  whether  there 
are  any  bona  fide  subscribers  to  the  amount 
of  a  million  dollars,  and  he  inquired  whether  that 
document  would  he  presented. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  list  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Carpenter,  and  can  be  seen  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
twelve  Alderman,  but  it  was  not  proper  to  show  it 
to  the  other  corporations  who  a-e  the  enemies  of 
the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Morse  did  not  care  to  see  it  himself,  and 
submitted  that  the  proper  time  to  show  it  to  the 
Board  is  now. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  the  paper  be 
given  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  in  confidence, 
to  be  shown    to   the   Mayor  and  Board,  in  order  to 


save  time.  The  Board  needed  all  the  facts  and 
would  not  decide  it  hastily. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  would  deposit  the  paper  with 
the  Chairman  on  those  conditions. 

Mr.  Morse  submitted  that  it  was  not  right  to 
submit  a  paper  to  the  Board  that  they  shall  not 
speak  of.  It  was  an  unusual  tiling  for  a  paper  to 
he  shown  to  a  public  body  to  he  kep..  secret. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  had  confidence  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Nash  appeared  as  a  remon- 
strant. He  said  he  was  sure  there  was  great  dis- 
affection in  this  city  yvith  the  supply  of  gas,  and 
he  could  get  any  number  of  petitioners  for  a 
change.  The  questions  involved  are  those  of 
political  economy  and  sanitary  consideration. 
With  two  gas  or  water  companies,  the  streets 
would  be  torn  up  two-thirds  of  the  time.  He  was 
the  first  in  this  country  to  agitate  the  question  of 
gas  legislation,  and  now  it  has  become  a  national 
question.  Well-lighted  streets  form  the  best 
police  a  city  can  have,  and  when  the  city  supplies 
the  gas,  the  lights  can  be  multiplied  and  the 
streets  guarded  more  effectually  than  now.  The 
waters  in  the  harbor  are  poisoned  by  the  washings 
of  the  gas  companies  in  this  vicinity  ;  persons  had 
been  killed  by  bathing  in  the  water.  The 
laying  of  gas  pipes  is  a  nuisance.  Gas  is 
so  poisonous  that  there  is  not  an  hour 
but  there  is  a  lawsuit  pending  in  London 
on  account  of  the  ooisoning  of  the  water.  Mr. 
Nash  noticed,  as  objections  to  granting  the  peti- 
tion, that  two  companies  would  have  to  be  sup- 
ported instead  of  one;  that  one  could  do  the  work 
cheaper  and  better  than  two,  if  made  to  do  so. 
Mr.  Nash  said  gas  companies  wen-  greatly  abused, 
and  often  justly,  too,  because  they  accepted  no 
improvements  that  would   militate  against  their 

Private  interests.  He  then  read  an  extract  from 
ohn  Stuart  Mill  hearing  on  this  topic,  contend- 
ing that  the  gas  should  be  dispensed  by  the  city,  as 
water  is.  It  would  be  a  like  disadvantage  to  have 
a  new  gas  company  as  it  would  to  have  a  new 
water  company.  Mr.  Nash  proceeded  to  state  the 
cost  of  making  gas  from  petroleum  oil  at  his 
firm's  works  in  Cauiluidge,  where  they  had  pre- 
viously paid  about  §6000  a  year  to  the"  company, 
and  gave  the  amount  used  at  different  periods. 
This  month  they  will  have  consumed  about  55,0110 
feet  of  gas  against  over  156,000  last  year.  So  that 
a  vast  amount  is  saved,  and  lie  ventured  to  assert 
that  lie  cost  would  be  much  less  in  proportion. 
If  Boston  would  furnish  her  citizens  with  gas  at  a 
minimum  cost,  no  man  would  be  able  to  afford  to 
buy  a  stick  of  wood  or  a  ton  of  coal  for  cooking. 
He  hoped  and  trusted  that  the  city  of  Boston 
would  take  this  matter  into  its  own  hands,  and  he 
would  guarantee  that  the  cost  of  a  park  would  be 
saved  every  year.  He  knew  the  new  company,  if 
they  get  into  Boston,  can  make  money  fast;  he 
knew  that  a  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
spent  to  get  this  thing  through  the  Senate  last 
winter.  The  money  spent  on  these  gas  works 
would  be  returned  to  Hie  city  every  five  years. 

Mr.  Morse  said  Mr.  Nash  had  presented  his  own 
opinions,  mot  as  a  friend  to  any  company  but  in 
favor  of  one  part  of  the  remonstrants'  case.  There 
are  three  questions  which  the  Board  must  consid- 
er: first,  whether  the  petifioncis  have  the  pecuni- 
ary ability  to  carry  out  their  plans ;  that  there  are 
absolute, 'exact  and  unqualified  ■iuhscriptions.jand 
of  this  the  Board  must  he  satisfied  before  grant- 
ing the  petition;  second,  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  or  can  be  demonstrated  that  gas  can  be  fur- 
nished better  than  is  at  present  furnished  by  the 
Boston  Gaslight  Company;  the  estimates  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  are  uot  to  be  relied  on  ;  and  the  cost  of 
gas,  it  will  be  shown,  has  been  much  less  than, 
under  many  cases,  it  should  he.  Mr  Morse  read 
from  a  pamphlet  published  in  Washington  the  cost 
of  gas  in  the  principal  cities  in  the  country.  The 
highest  price  is  in  North  Carolina,  §10,  and  the 
lowest  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  §i  .60;  the  average  in  the 
United  Stales  is  §4.32%;  the  price  in  Boston  is 
§2.50;  in  Philadelphia.,  wlieie  the  works  are  owned 
by  the  city  and  coal  is  cheap,  §2.30;  in  New  York, 
where  there  arc  several  competing  companies, 
§2.75;  in  Washington,  .§3;  in  Baltimore,  where  the 
price  of  coal  is  much  less  than  in  Boston,  §2.75; 
in  Chicago,  §3;  in  St.  Louis,  §3.09.  So  that  if  you 
take  the  price  of  gas  in  all  the  large  cities  of  the 
country,  including  Philadelphia,  which  lias 
greater  facilities  than  any  other,  you  will 
sec  that  the  price  in  Boston  is  lower  than  in  any 
except  Philadelphia,  while  it  is  a  fact  that  with 
one  exception  (when  they  paid  eleven  per  cent.) 
the  Boston   company  has   never  paid  more   than  a 
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ten  per  cent,  dividend.  He  proposed  to  show  by 
the  testimony  that  the  gas  furnished  here  is  su- 
perior to  that  furnished  in  other  cities.  The 
third  question  is,  even  if  the  petitioners  show 
their  ability  to  do  this  work,  and  even  if  there  is 
cause  for  complaint  against  the  present  system, 
is  the  remedy  proposed  the  proper  one  to  oe  ap- 
plied? If  the  cost  of  delivering  the  gas  is  in- 
creased, rhe  cost  to  the  consumer  is  greater.  It  is 
a  fallacy  that  the  consumer  is  always  benefited  by 
competition.  Mr.  Morse  instanced  the  casesof  horse 
railroads  and  newspapers,  before  alluded  to,  as 
illustrative  of  the  advantages  of  competition,  but 
thought  the  cases  were  not  parallel.  If  the  new 
company  began  they  would  haze  to  come  to  some 
arrangement  with  the  old  company  in  regard  to 
sections,  and  the  price,  so  that  on  the  broad  ques- 
tion of  policy  it  is  not  good  policy  to  lay  down  ad- 
ditional pipe's  when  there  are  sufficient  accommo- 
dations for  furnishing  it.  The  injury  to  the 
paving  of  the  streets  would  be  positive ;  every 
citizen  is  incommoded.  Today  there  is  only  one 
organization  who  can  be  complained  of  in  case 
of  leakage,  while  with  two  companies  the 
details  and  confusion  are  obviously  numerous. 
The  different  kind  of  pipes  should  be  at  a  certain 
level ;  the  new  company  must  go  below  the  present 
level ;  think  of  the  danger  of  weakening  the  water 
pipes  and  sewer  pipes.  If  there  is  trouble  now, 
the  remedy  proposed  is  not  the  correct  one.  It  is 
true  that  the  companies  have  a  selfish  interest  in 
appearing  here,  but  it  must  be  said  that  the  re- 
sult of  all  investigations  has  been  that  they  have 
not  been  changed,  and  that  the  city  is  serred 
fairly  and  honestly,  all  things  considered. 

Mr.  Morse  called  John  C.  Pratt,  president  of 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Company,  organized 
about  twenty  Years,  which  manufactures  about 
75.000  feet  a  day.  They  find  that  the  gas  costs  a 
lntle  over  $2  a  thousand  feet,  which  is  the  amount 
paid  by  the  city  for  lamps;  their  gas  is  10  to  18  can- 
dle power.  They  charge  84  per  thousand  feet,and 
they  had  made  four  per  cent,  dividends  every  six 
months,  and  had  no  surplus;  did  not  believe  gas 
could  be  made  at  si. no  a  thousand,  at  the  rate  of  a 
million  feet  a  day.  When  at  the  Fifth-avenue  Ho- 
tel in  New  York  a  few  months  ago.  they  had  a 
freat  deal  of  trouble  with  the  light,  and  he  had 
een  told  by  one  of  the  proprietors  that  the  reason 
was  they  had  just  put  in  the  new  company's 
gas.  To  Mr.  Collins  he  said  he  merely 
gave  his  opinion  as  president  of  the  com- 
pany that  gas  could  not  be  made  at  SI. 50;  but  had 
no  doubt  it  could  be  made  cheaper  than  §3  if 
more  were  made;  if  the  Citizens'  Gas  Company 
wanted  to  go  to  Jamaica  Plain,  he  would  hold  up 
both  hands  and  try  and  sell  them  their  stock.  He 
made  about  9000'feet  of  gas  per  ton  of  coal.  To 
Mr.  Putnam  he  said  they  used  the  best  Maryland 
eoal,  and  the  cost  of  it  delivered  was  about \slo  a 
ton.  To  Mr.  Morse  he  said  the  freight  is  about 
$2.50  or  83.00  a  ton  from  Baltimore.  To  Mr.  Col- 
lins he  said  that  the  bulk  of  the  coal  from  Balti- 
more came  from  mines  in  Maryland.  If  gas  could 
be  furnished  cheaper  the  new  company  should  be 
welcomed,  but  unless  that  is  shown  it  ought  not 
to  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  He  objected  as  a 
citizen  to  granting  the  petition.  To  Alderman 
Worthington  lie  said  he  could  furnish  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  cost  of  making  gas.  To  Alderman 
Power  he  .-aid  his  company  averaged  thirty-eight 
consumers  to  a  mile.  To  Mi'.  Field— In  calculat- 
ing the  cost  he  did  not  include  interest  on  works. 
Mr.  George  E.  Neal,  treasurer,  engineer  and 
manager  of  the  Charlestown  Gas  Company,  said 
their  capital  was  s,iOD,ono,  and  the  number  of  con- 
sumers is  from  4000  to  5000.  It  costs  ua  good  deal 
if  not  more"  to  make  gas ;  in  some  places  more 
than  others ;  they  charge  S3  to  ordinary  consum- 
ers, and  s)2.50  to  the  city,  with  a  discount  of  five 
percent,  to  lirge  customers;  they  had  paid  ten 
per  cent,  dividend  since  1805;  their  policy  is  to 
earn  ten  per  cent.,  keep  the  works  in  perfect  re- 
pair and  reduce  the  price;  many  of  their  con- 
sumers burn  kerosene  oil  in  connection  with 
gas;  he  had  visited  the  Mutual  works  sev- 
eral times;  a  gentleman  had  offered  to  adapt 
their  works  to  the  new  plan  of  mak- 
ing gas  from  petroleum  or  naphtha. 
In  his  judgment  gas  could  not  be  made  of  coal  at 
the  price  named  by  Mr.  Kennedy  of  as  rich  quali- 
ty as  that  made  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company, 
which,  by  actual  test,  is  the  richest  made  in  New 
England!  In  Charlestown  they  have  made  five 
feet  to  the  pound  for  American  coal,  but  it  tends 
to  reduce  the  quality  of  the  gas;  the  fault  with 
the  Boston  company's  «js  is  that  it  is  too  rich  and 
smokes  the  burner.    He  made  up  the  cost  last  year 


of  making  gas,  and  it  was  one  dollar  and  a  part  of 
a  mill  for  coal  for  every  thousand  feet  of  gas. 
The  coke  they  sell  at  $4  a  chaldron,  delivered; 
They  paid  for  taxes  alone  nearly  fifteen  cents  on 
every  thousand  feet  of  gas  sold.  He  thought  the 
gas  companies  were  more  afraid  of  letting  each 
other  know  the  cost  more  than  they  were  the  pub- 
lic. He  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  he  wrote 
some  time  since  of  the  trouble,  expense  and 
annoyance  of  having  the  pipes  injured  by  even 
those  of  a  friendly  water  company'.  It  would  be 
impolitic  and  unwise  to  have  an  opposition 
company;  that  idea  relates  to  the  city  proper, 
though  if  they  came  to  Charlestown  'he  would 
meet  them  half  way  in  a  manner  he  had  thought 
of.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said  the  number  of  con- 
sumers had  not  increased  largely  of  late,  except 
where  there  is  a  great  deal  id  building  going  on  in 
Somerville.  To  Mr.  ( 'ollins  Mr.  Neal  said  his  com- 
pany was  taxed  at  snoo.ooo,  and  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  was  worth  not  much  more 
than  that.  They  have  twenty  miles  of  pipe 
in  Charlestown  and  ten  miles  in  Somerville, 
and  made  sixty  million  feet  of  gas  last  year,  selling 
about  sixty  million.  They  do  not  use  any  high- 
priced  coal  at  all.  paying  for  American  coal  80.25 
in  Philadelphia,  the  freight  averaging  less  than 
$2  or  about  S3  a  ton.  A  ton  of  coal  will  produce 
about  10,000  feet  of  gas,  and  he  could  not  make 
that  gas  for  82  a  thousand;  give  him  his  choice 
of  the  streets  in  Boston  pricier,  guarantee  him  a 
million  feet -old  per  day,  and  he  could  not  make 
it  and  sell  if  for  82  a  thousand  feet.  He  believed 
he  could  build  works  and  lay  pipes  in  the  city 
proper,  and  supply  a  million  feet  of  gas  for  two 
millions  of  dollars,  if  they  took  tlie  principal 
streets  of  Boston.  A  ton  of  coal  will  not  produce 
quite  fiftv  bushels  of  coke  ;  they  produce  consider- 
ably more  than  a  chaldron  of  coke  for  each 
ton  of  coal ;  he  knew  that  Mr.  Fitch,  who  sent  the 
inquiries  from  Memphis,  was  now  president  of  the 
rival  company  in  Detroit;  he  was  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  American  Gaslight  Association; 
he  denied  that  where  one  struck  the  others 
helped;  he  had  used  clay  retorts  for  many  years; 
a  ton  of  coal  averages  4.7s  feet  gas  to  the  pound, 
and  the  cost  of  coal  is  just  a  dollar  per  thousand 
feet.  Adding  17  cents  for  coal,  for  labor 
16  cents,  taxes  18  cents,  leakage  18  cents,  for 
general  repairs  10,  15  or  20  cents,  the  cost  of 
a  thousand  feet  sold  is  not  far  from  82.50, 
including  six  per  cent,  on  capital.  To  Alderman 
Power  he  said  they  could  rot  make  much  more 
than  now,  but  the  pipes  should  be  enlarged ;  in 
many  places  they  simply  run  the  mains  to  accom- 
modate the  city.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  most  gas  engineers  that  fifteen 
or  sixteen  candle  gas  is  more  acceptable  to  con- 
sumers than  gas  of  a  higher  power;  many  of  the 
burners  are  not  adapted  to  the  gas  burned  here; 
his  company  could  not  afford  to  make  as  rich  gas 
this  year  as  the  Boston  company  does,  and  he  did 
not  believe  they  could  either.  To  Mr.  Collins  he 
said  the  lighter  the  gas  the  more  it  will  register;  a 
eubic  foot  of  rich  gas  will  give  more  light  than 
one  of  poor  gas;  but  the  poorer  gas  will  not  go 
through  the  meter  faster  than  the  rich  gas;  but 
the  meters  will  register  the  same;  it  is  by  saving 
the  gas  that  the  saving  is  made  and  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  quality  of  the  gas. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  I'ui ■thcrjconsiiier- 
ation  of  the  subject  was  postponed  to  two  weeks 
from  today  at  41/,  o'clock  P.  M. 

LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
5y2  P.  M.,  being  the  order  tor  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  authority  to  licei  se  plumbers,  and  to 
make  general  regulations  relating  to  water  fix- 
tures. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  by  Al- 
derman Cutter,  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

HEALTH  REPORTS. 

Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows : 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  request  of  Board  of 
Health,  for  leave  to  transfer  81200  ol 'appropria- 
tion for  Quarantine  Jto  that  for  repairs  on  steam- 
er Samuel  Little.  Accepted,  and  the  following 
oiilcr  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  allowed 
to  expend  from  the  appropriation  for  Quarantine 
the  sum  of  S1200,  for  repairs  on  steamer  Samuel 
Little. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions   on    the    following   petitions     for     leave 
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to  erect  and  occupy  stables:  A.  P.  Newman, 
Thornton  place,  Ward  15,  provided  the  stable 
drain  be  connected  with  a  common  sewer  and  a 
brick  or  stone  manure  pit  with  cemented  bottom 
with  thorough  ventilation  throughout  the  stable; 
Craue  &  Johnson,  Head  place,  on  condition  that  a 
new  brick  or  stone  cemented  manure  pit  be  con- 
structed with  cemented  bottom;  Nathaniel  G. 
Simonds,  adjoining  190  Chelsea  street,  provided 
the  stable  in  rear  be  discontinued  and  all  horses 
to  be  kept  in  stable  on  lot  No.  2S  and  fronting  on 
Chelsea  stieet;  John  (i.  Pay.  School  street,  near 
Arcadia  street,  Ward  19;  Thomas  Liverbridge, 
River  street;  J.  Elle 'v  I'ipei ,  4TH  and  478  Atlantic 
avenue;  Lancaster*  I'pham,  'Js;.  Medford  street, 
Ward  21;  Margaret  Caddiek.o09-311  Brewer  street; 
Joseph  P.  Barry,  Spring  park,  Ward  17;  J.  I. 
Bowditch,  Pond  street. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Fabius  Kose.  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses  on  Glen-wood  street,  No. 
10,  Ward  14. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORX5ER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Samuel  N.  Wes- 
ton tor  license  to  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  on 
Border  street.  East  Bostou,  and  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Dec.  7, 
at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

CHAELES  RIYEB  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  the  order  for 
Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  lor  authority  to 
take  waters  of  Charles  River  for  supply  to  this 
citv,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Cutter— Do  I  understand  that  this  or- 
der comes  from  the  Committee  on  Water? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Alderman  Cutter— Then  1  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  that,  to  make  the 
order  of  any  value,  it  should  be  passed  tonight. 
The  law  requires  that  the  petition  shall  be  pub- 
lished at  least  four  weeks  before  the  assembling 
of  the  Legislature,  audi  am  informed  that  it  must 
be  advertised  on  Wedne-dav  of  this  week  to  come 
within  the  rules.  The  order  did  not  come  from 
the  Committee  on  Water,  but  it  was  presented  in 
the  other  branch  by  a  member  in  consequence  of 
the  preliminary  report  to  the  City  Council  from 
the  commission  of  physicians  to  consider  the  pu- 
rity of  the  various  water  supplies. 

Alderman  Peters— I  shall  vote  for  this  order  on 
the  ground  that  there  is  so  much  water  needed, 
and  if  we  cannot  get  one  supply  we  must  have 
another.  But  I  should  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  if  he  is 
continued  in  that  position  another  year,  if  he 
should  endeavor  to  do  his  duty  and  get  all  of 
these  petitions  fm  water  granted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
chairman  to  get  through  all  acts  that  the  city  of 
Boston  petitions  for,  and  secure,  if  possible,  all  the 
interests  of  the  city.  At  least  I  am  free  to  say 
that  if  we  cannot  take  the  Sudbury  River  I  am  in 
favor  of  taking  the  Charles.  In  1871,  during  a 
great  drought  similar  to  that  of  the  present  time, 
the  City  Engineer  was  directed  to  examine  all  the 
available  water  sources  within  fifty  miles  of  the 
city  of  Boston ,  with  the  view  of  determining  the 
best  point  from  which  to  secure  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  best  and  purest  water.  He  made  a  very 
careful  examination  of  seventeen  ilitiereiif  sources 
and  finallv  came  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the 
Sudbury  'or  the  Charles  was  the  best  source 
for  the  city  to  look  to  for  an  additional  water 
supply,  and  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  take  one  or  the  other 
of  these  two  sources."  The  Legislature  declined  to 
grant  the  city  of  Boston  the  right  to  take  Charles 
River,  in  consequence  of  the  great  opposition 
made  by  the  various  towns  upon  the  line  of  that 
river.  But  they  did  grant  thv  city  of  Boston  the 
right  to  take  the  Sudbury  River,  and  under  that 
act  a  temporary  connection  was  made  with  Lake 
Cochituate  and' the  water  famine  was  relieved. 
Appropriations  were  made  from  time  to  time 
to  the  amount  of  $600,000  for  taking  water 
from  this  source,  and  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  work  was  put  under  contract  in 
1872.  After  the  surveys  for  the  tunnel  were 
completed,  authority  was  asked  of  the  City 
Council  to  go  on  and  complete  the  work  as  laid 
out  by  the  Engineer,  but  f  torn  that  time  the  mat- 
ter has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  still  remains  in  that  branch.  Various 
schemes  have  been  investigated  in  the  meantime, 
ut  the  hope  of  supplying  the  city  at    a   less    cost. 


Charles  River  is  urged  on  the  ground  that  a  larger 
supply  will  be  seemed  at  a  less  cost,  but  I  appre- 
hend that  when  the  city  goes  to  the  Legislature 
it  will  l 
ns  of  D 

Watertown  and  others.  The  estimate  made  atthat 
time  by  the  City  Engiceer  for  building  the 
conduit  included,  among  other  things,  bricks  at 
$16  a  thousand ;  today  they  can  be  delivered  at 
Sll  a  thousand,  delivered  on  the  liue  of  the  con- 
duit, and  labor  and  other  materials  used  in  cou- 
strueting  the  works  can  be  had  at  a  similar  deduc- 
tion iii  cost,  so  that  the  cost,  if  that  scheme 
shall  be  carried  out,  will  be  much  less  than  was 
first  estimated  for.  There  is  hardly  any  necessity 
for  saying  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  increas- 
ing the  water  supply,  because  we  all  know  that 
we  are  sull'oring  today  from  an  inadequate  supply. 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  in- 
creased receipts  of  the  Water  Department,  which 
I  think  will  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a  lai  .to  additional  supply.  Ill  1854  the  re- 
ceipts were  S217,0(i0;  ten  years  later,  in  1864,  they 
were  §394,000 ;  in  1874  the  receipts  will  be  more 
than  a  million  dollars,  having  more  than  doubled 
in  every  ten  years  since  the  first  construction  of 
the  works.  Of  course  we  cannot  expect  to  keep 
up  these  receipts  without  providing  an  additional 
supplv  so  as  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
city. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 8 
says  that  in  1871  they  examined  several  sources. 
Did  they  examine  the  Shan  sheen  then,  and  was  it 
considered  at  that  time? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  at  that  time,  and  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  gone  over  then  or  not.  I  think  the 
gentleman  will  find  the  information  he  desires  in 
City  Document  No.  29  of  1873. 

Alderman  Cutter — Does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  favor  the  passage  of  this  order? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  favor  the  passage  of  any 
order  that  will  give  us  an  adequate  supply  of 
"water.  If  the  City  Council  do  not  intend  to  go 
forward  and  take  Sudbuiy  River,  I  will  favor  the 
taking  of  any  river,  pond  or  stream  that  will 
supply  the  city  with  sufficient  pure  water,  so  that 
we  shall  not  have  to  turn  peoWe  away  daily  from 
the  water  office  when  they  aupiy  for" water.  We 
cannot  supply  water  for  manufactures  if  we  do  not 
have  an  additional  supply.  I  favored  the  Sud- 
bury River  scheme,  and  have  seen  nothing  to 
change  my  mind  from  the  opinion  that  it  is  one  of 
the  best  sources  of  supply  for  l'.oston.  I  am  firmly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  "city  will  ultimately  take 
the  Sudbuiy  River,  whatever  scheme  may  be  in- 
vestigated or  urged  for  adoption. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  beg  to  differ  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8.  I  Jhall  favor  no  water  but 
the  best  and  the  largest  quantity,  and  that  we 
shall  get  from  Sudbuiy  River.  It  is  known  that 
Charies  River  is  discolored  by  the  washings 
from  the  miUs,  and  that  reservoirs  cannot 
be  made  on  that  river  without  destroying  the  vil- 
lage of  Dedham.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
knows  the  impracticability  of  storing  water  in 
that  locality.  The  grade  is  so  low  and  the 
land  so  leve'l  that  the  water  will  flow  over  a  large 
number  of  acres,  and  the  vegetable  matter  will 
affect  the  taste  of  the  water;  besides,  it  will 
opstroy  the  village  of  Dedham.  While  I  am 
willing  and  want  to  give  the  city  of  Boston  all  the 
water  it  needs,  I  am  not  willing  to  stand  up  here 
and  carry  out  what  I  believe  to  be  wrong.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  the  way  to  meet  this  question,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  see  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Com- 
mittee taking  the  stand  he  does.  Let  us  take  the 
best  water  we  can  get.  We  can  get  Sudbury  River 
in  twenty-four  hours  if  we  only  say  so.  We  have 
already  spent  money  for  it.  1  am  familiar  with 
the  water  question,  and  so  is  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8,  and  I  hope  he  will  stand  up  and  vote 
right.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  says  he  will 
vote  for  anything ;  if  he  was  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject he  would  not  say  so. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  must  remem- 
ber that  the  report  from  a  committee  is  not 
always    a    proper    report,    and    is    not     always 


ceuld  not  get  the  other.  I  believe  that  the  passage 
of  this  order  will  not  do  any  more  to  get  the  waters 
of  Charles  River;  but  something  must  be  done. 
If  the  City  Council  docs  not  favor  taking  Sudbury 
River,  then  I  shall  vote  for  the  Charles.  But  I 
should  prefer  to  take  the  Sudbury. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ward   6   talk  of   the  water  of 
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Charles  River  as  he  does,  when  we  have  the  re- 
port of  the  physicians  that  it  is  suitable  water  to 
take.  We  know  that  water  can  be  purified,  and 
that  the  town  of  Waltham  is  now  taking  water 
from  Charles  River  and  purifying  it  for  use.  Is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  they  are  drinking  impure, 
yellow  water '!  I  think  that  the  testimony  of  the 
physicians  is  that  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  is 
more  yellow  and  impure  than  the  Charles;  and  I 
think  they  reported  in  favor  of  the  Charles 
as  giving  a  very  much  larger  supply.  I 
believe  it  is  the  testimony  of  experts  that 
the  supply  from  Sudbury  River  will  not  last 
longer  than  1880,  while  that  from  the  Charl -s  will 
do  for  sixty  years.  I  think  we  should  send  this 
petition  to  the  Legislature.  If  we  find  that  there 
are  objections  to  it,  it  need  not  be  pushed.  Let  us 
have  the  privilege  of  choosing  between  two  sources 
of  supply.  The  more  we  can  get  from  the  Legis- 
lature, the  better  we  will  be  able  to  make  a  good 
choice.  We  certainly  need  this  water,  a. id  must 
have  it.  If  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, after  reading  the  report  of  the  physicians 
that  Charles  River  is  the  best  and  purest,  I  say  let 
us  have  it. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  understand  that  the 
physicians  reported  that  the  Charles  Kiver  water 
is  any  purer  than  the  Sudbury.  As  I  read  it,  they 
base  their  report  upon  the  population  of  the  val- 
leys of  the  two  rivers,  and  the  liability  of  the  rivers 
to  pollution;  and  I  think  there  should  be  another 
commission  to  investigate  that  quession.  This 
commission  went  beyond  what  they  were  appoint- 
ed to  do.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
to  say  that  the  water  of  Charles  Riveri-  discolored 
by  the  washings  from  the  mills.  This  yellow  color 
will  entirely  disappear  when  the  water  is  submit- 
ted to  aeration. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  color  of  Charles 
River  was  certainly  very  good  when  we  went  there 
last  summer.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  physicians 
that  they  went  farther  than  we  wanted  them. 
They  went  far  enough  to  give  us  an  authentic  re- 
port, and  that  is  what  we  want. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  objection  I  have  to  the 
Charles  River  is,  that  it  hardly  moves,  there  is 
scarcely  a  ripple  perceptible  on  the  surface.  Take 
a  river  with  not  enough  current  to  cause  a  ripple, 
and  impurities  congregate  in  the  bed.  You  see 
no  grass  growing  at  the  bottom  of  Sudbury  River 
because  the  current  runs  fast  enough  to  destroy 
the  glass.  When  you  dam  up  Charles  River,  you 
flood  all  that  district.  The  difficulty  is  that 
the  water  question  is  one  that  gentlemen  talk 
about  it  without  knowing  anything  of  it.  What 
does  the  doctors  report  amount  to?  The  chemists' 
report  is  the  one  to  study  to  learn  the  different 
qualities  of  the  waters.  I  say  we  should  get  the 
best  water  we  can,  and  get  water  where  we  shall 
not  have  to  pump  it.  If  we  take  Charles  River 
we  have  got  to  pump  it,  and  gentlemen  know  the 
expense  of  pumping.  We  can  take  water  from 
Sudbury  River  without  pumping,  and  have  a  pitch 
nine  feet  greater  than  that  of  the  present  conduit. 
That  is  the  best  scheme  for  the  citizens  of  Boston 
to  adopt  because  it  is  the  best. 

Alderman  Hall— It  seems  to  me  that  the  water 
question  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  time  with- 
out accomplishing  a  great  deal  of  good.  In  1872 
the  city  went  to  the  Legislature  and  got  an  act 
passed,  and  then  the  City  Council  attempted  to  es- 
tablish on  independent  conduit  to  Farm  Pond,  be- 
cause that  pond  had  an  elevation  of  eight  feet 
and  a  lew  inches  (not  nine  feet),  and  the 
Water  Board  attempted  to  run  the  city  in  debt 
about  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  carry  that  scheme 
through.  Now  the  act  distinctly  says  that 
the  city  shall  not  take  the  waters  of 
Sudbury  River  when  the  water  is  running 
over  the  dam  at  Lake  Cochituate.  Here 
is  the  act  word  for  word.  [The  Aldennan  read 
the  act.]  The  intent  of  this  act  is  that  we  shall 
not  take  the  Sudbury  River  water  if  the  water  is 
running  over  the  dam  at  Lake  Cochituate.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  do  need  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River  by  an  independent  conduit,  but  we  should 
go  to  the  Legislature  and  get  authority  to  take  the 
water  of  Charles  River,  which  can  be  procured 
within  a  few  miles  of  our  reservoir,  ami  which  the 
chemists    have    agreed  is  pure.    We  should  com- 

Slete  the  tunnel,  get  a  temporary  supply  by  an  in- 
ependent  conduit,  s.nd  then  we  shall  have  two 
sources  of  supply,  with  water  enough  to  supply 
the  city  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, and  keep  up  with  the  progre--  of  the  times 
Therefore  I  nope  this  order  will  pass  the  Board  to- 
night. 
Alderman   Cutter— The    gentleman    seems    to 


think  thai  the  Water  Hoard  are  desirous  of  mak- 
ing us  do  this  thing.  The  Water  Board  do  what 
this  Board  and  the  Common  Council  direct  them 
tr>  do..  We  gave  them  s-iuo.ooo  to  spend,  and  they 
are  spending  it  for  that  purpose.  The  gentleman 
says  it  will  cost  ten  millions;  the  highest  estimate 
I  have  seen  is  seven  millions.  The  damages  that 
would  occur  to  the  town  of  Dedham,  and  the 
amount  of  land  we  would  cover  by  taking  Charles 
River,  would,  in  my  judgment,  amount  to  more 
than  the  cost  of  taking  Sudbury  River.  The  gen- 
tleman does  not  give  us  any  figures;  he  does  not 
know  that  we  will  save  a  cent  by  taking 
Charles  River;  he  does  not  know  the  expense  of 
pumping  water.  We  have  got  to  pump  water  at 
Lake  Cocnituate  now,  and  this  dtv  is  liable  to  b^ 
short  of  water  within  two  months.  And  yet  this 
water  question  has  been  dragging  along," and  no 
attention  has  been  paid  to  it.  When  this  city 
gets  out  of  water  somebody  has  got  to  take  the 
responsibility  for  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence— yeas  If,  nays  2. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigefow,  Krooks",  ("laik.  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington—10. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Power,  2. 


Alderman  Hall  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read  by  the  Chairman : 

BOSTON,  Nov.  16, 1874. 

Dear  Sir— Referring  to  a  conversation  had  be- 
tween us  on  the  subject  of  this  note.  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that  the  Wamesit  Power  Com- 
pany of  Lowell,  being  the  owner  of  water  power 
on  Concord  River,  which  is  formed  by  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Sudbury  River,  and  owning  the  sur- 
plus water  after  certain  mill  rights  are  carried 
out  of  it,  brought  a  suit  against  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston  for 
the  taking  of  the  water  of  the  Sudburv  River  in 
July,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  right  of 
the  city  to  take  the  same,  and  also  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question  whether  the  cirv  had 
in  due  form  taken  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  River 
so  as  to  be  liable  to  the  mill  owners  who  were  de- 
prived thereof  for  damages  for  so  doing.  That 
suit  is  still  pending  for  trial. 

Meanwhile,  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  great 
dearth  of  water  in  Lake  Cochituate  for  the  use  of 
the  city  of  Boston;  that  the  city  are  drawing  from 
the  lake  only  about  thirteen  'millions  of  callous 
per  day,  while  they  are  expending  some  eighteen 
millions.  This  information  may  or  may  not  be 
accurate,  but,  whether  or  not,  it  is  accurate,  I 
suppose,  in  a  degree.  The  dearth  of  water  in  the 
present  drought  might  prove  a  ver\  great  calami- 
ty to  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  Sudbury  River  is  the  only  one  by  which  an 
immediate  relief  from  the  present  exigency  can 
be  afforded,  or  bv  means  of  which  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate can  be  filled  up  during  the  winter  so  as  to  fur- 
nish a  full  supply. 

Under  the  present  condition  of  things  the 
Wamesit  Power  Company,  beingin  some  degree  in 
a  representative  position  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
mill  owners  because  of  their  suit,  and  the  princi- 
pal mill  owners  on  the  Concord  River  who  would 
be  injured  by  the  diversion  of  the  Sudburv  River, 
notably  M.  Simpson,  Esq.,  whois  the  first  to  use  the 
water;  and  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  for 
Messrs.  Talbot  at  Billerka,  who  would  bo  the  mo-t 
injured  by  a  diversion  of  wa'er,  of  which  there  is 
now  a  very  short  supply,  and  who  have  not  as  yet 
provided  themselves  with  steam  power  to  meet 
the    emergency  of    the    diversion    ,,f    tie'  water  of 

SlldbUTN    line,.  :.,„!    V  ho     have     the     see, ml     ii    eof 

the  wa:er  at  Bilerica;  and  the  Middlesex  Mills  at 
Lowell  being  the  other  principal  user  of  the  water 
of  the  C  -moid  River,  have  authorized  me  to  make 
this  communication. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  inform  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  Boston,  through  vou,  that  we  as- 
sent to  the  diversion  of  the  water  of  Sudbury 
River  into  Lake  Cochituate  bv  the  eitv  of  i'„,  t.  n 
for  the  present  emergency,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  Lake  (  oclntuate  during  the  winter.  This 
to  be  done  without  detriment  or  effect  unon  the 
rights  of  the  parties  as  against  the  city  as  mal 
ters  now  stand.  Or,  in  other  words,  thai  if  the 
city  choose  from  motives  of  public  safety  and 
convenience,  to  diveit  the  water-  of  sudburv 
River  into  Lake  Cochituate,  the  Wamesit  Power 
Company,  who  have  already  brought   suit— and   I 

speak  authoritatively  for  the  other  mill  owner 

will  waive  all  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  city 
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so  to  do,  or  any  effect  upon  the  pending  contro- 
versies with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  city,  or  as 
to  the  taking  of  such  water  Hereafter, 
or  rights  of  damages.  Without  waiving  any 
of  our  own  rights,  we  desire  to  test  the 
propriety  of  the  doings  of  the  city  be- 
cause of  its  previous  action.  We  take  the  same 
f  round  in  this  note  as  if  one  of  our  neighbors,  his 
ouse  being  on  tire,  should  put  his  hose  pipe  into 
our  well  and  exhaust  the  water.  Without  cpies- 
tioning  his  right  so  to  do,  we  should  not  think  of 
bringing  or  enforcing  any  claim  for  damages 
therefor. 

I  make  this  offer  simply  in  order  that  no  act 
of  mine  or  the  mill  owners  whom  I  believe  I  rep- 
resent, shall  prevent  the  use  by  the  city  of  Boston 
of  the  only  supply  of  water  which  has  already 
been  and  can  be  made  use  of  at  once  from  being 
available  for  the  purpose  of  public  health  and  se- 
curity against  tire,  and  the  other  uses  for  which 
the  city  of  Boston  needs  water.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be 

Very  respectfully, 

your  friend  and  servant, 
Benjamin  F.  Butleb. 
Andrew  J.  Hall,  member  of   Board  of  Aldermen 

city  of  Boston,  Boston,  Mass. 

Alderman  Peters— Has  not  that  matter  been 
gone  over  before?  and  has  it  not  been  decided 
that  we  cannot  do  it? 

Alderman  Hall — I  offer  that  communication 
from  my  friend,  General  Butler,  that  the  city  of 
Boston  may  have  an  abundant  supply  of  water  as 
a  free  gilt.' As  to  whether  we  have  the' right  to  con- 
duct it  into  the  city  now  I  cannot  state,  not  being 
a  lawyer  myself,  but  perhaps  my  friend  fiom 
Ward  17  can.  I  believe,  however,  that  we  need 
more  water  today.  I  move  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  think  there  are  some  le- 

fal  aspects  of  the  case  to  be  considered  and  it  had 
etter  be  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor.  Certainly 
within  a  few  .lays  the  City  Solicitor  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  the  city  takes  the  Sudbury  River 
water  it  must  be  unier  the  act  of  1872,  and  no 
other. 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  understand  this  com- 
munication to  say  that  the  water  is  a  free  gift  to 
the  city  for  the  winter.    Two  years  ago  the  city  of 


Boston  tool;  thai  water  a  ml  I  lie  proprietors  of  those 
mills  sued  the  city.  But  that  is  a  past  question.  We 
have  a  suit  to  settle  the  title  to  the  water  and 
now  he  says  you  are  short  of  water,  and  we  will 
give  it  to  you  for  the  winter  for  nothing.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  proposal  is  a  magnanimous  one. 
Certainh  we  shall  be  obliged  to  accept  it,  or  get 
water  another  way. 

Alderman  Peters-  It  seems  to  me  to  be  right  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  who  can  look 
into  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case  and  report  back. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  suppose  I  bat  it  there  is  any 
action  of  this  kind  it  must  be  done  by  the  Water 
Board,  and  it  is  the  same  board  whose  members 
were  sued  by  the  author  of  that  communication, 
and  I  suppose  as  soon  as  the  members  of  that 
board  take  the  water  again  they  will  be  sued 
again. 

Alderman  Hall — I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  that  communication  needs  any  friend- 
ship from  the  member  from  Ward  6.  I  think  the 
offer  is  a  magnanimous  one,  and  I  don't  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  needfearto  be  accused 
of  Butlerism  if  he  accepts  it.  I  believe  it  to  be 
honest,  i  rank  ;  it  was  presented  at  my  suggestion. 
If  that  will  not  hold  you  harmless  1  will  give  you 
what  will  hold  you  harmless. 

Alderman  Cutter-  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  the  right  to  make  an  assertion 
that  he  con  hold  them  harmless  ;  neither  does  Mr. 
Butler,  as  I  understand  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— Then  you  do  not  wish 
to  understand  it.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
communication  again. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  think  that  is  neces- 
sary. Most  of  us  do  understand  it,  even  if  the 
gentleman  fiam  Ward  6  does  not. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water  and  sent  down. 

LEAVE  TO  REMOVE  A  TREE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  on 
petition  of  William  Holmes,  recommending  that 
he  be  granted  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from  in  front 
of  his  premises  on  Bellevue  street,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.   Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    19,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  "W".  E.  Hawes  et  al.,  B.  F.  Campbell 
et  al.,  Albert  Howe  and  C.  D.  Bickford.  Severally 
referred. 

A  communication  from  Benjamin  F.Butler,  at- 
torney for  Wamesit  Power  Company  and  other 
corporations,  tendering  to  the  city,  for  its  use  this 
winter,  such  quantifies,  of  Sudbury  River  water  as 
its  necessities  require,  without  compensation,  and 
with  the  waiving  of  all  claims  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  said  taking  by  the  city  during  this  emer- 
gency, came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  refer- 
ence. 

Mr'.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  most  heartily  agree 
with  the  spirit  of  magnanimity  w  Inch  has  prompt- 
ed this  proposition  to  the  city,  and  I  believe 
that  it  may  be  a  veiy  proper  thing  for  the 
city  to  do.  Nevertheless,!  think  it  i-  always  better 
for  the  city  to  be  upon  its  guard.  When  a  r  repo- 
sition or  this  kind  comes  from  a  source  which  is 
in  hearty  contact  with  the  city— if  I  may  so  ex- 
press myself,  as  it  is  the  head  of  this  proposition 
— I  believe  in  Major  General  Butler;  I  believe 
that  he  expresses  a'spirit  which  is  proper  under 
the  circumstances  to  express  toward  the  city; 
nevertheless  Major  General  Butler  has  a  keen 
eye,  although  it  may  be  a  crooked  one,  and  I  believe 
in  the  keenness  of  those  eyes,  and  I  believe  that 
there  is  more  far-sightedness  in  those  two  eyes 
than  in  any  other  two  on  this  continent — while  I 
am  a  member  of  this  City  Government  I  shall 
stand  by  the  city's  inteiest,  although  it  shall  come 
in  contact  with  the  spirit  of  General  Butler's 
proposition.  1  want  to  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  motion  to  refer  the  communication  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  which  is  that  the  reference 
be  "with  instructions  to  consult  with  the  City  So- 
licitor as  to  the  legal  responsibility  which  may  be 
incurred  by  the  city  by  such  taking  of  the  waters 
of  tLe  Sudbury  and  Concord  rivers." 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— The  amendment  would  be 
all  right  if  the  City  Solicitor  had  not  already  ex- 
pressed an  opinion.  The  communication  from 
General  Butler  in  behalf  of  certain  mill  owners 
using  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  was  presented 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  '  late  Monday  evening 
and  by  them  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  At  nine  o'clock  Tuesday  morning  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Mayor's  office,  at 
which  were  present  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the 
Cicy  Solicitor,  the  City  "Engineer  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Water  Committee.  The  generous  of- 
fer of  General  Butler  was  carefully  considered, 
the  City  Solicitor  giving  his  opinion  that  there 
was  no  legal  objection  to  accepting  the  offer. 
Since  this  meeting  the  Solicitor  has  carefully  ex- 
amined the  whole  subject,  and  in  a  note  written 
today  to  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Committee 
again  repeats  that  there  are  no  objections  to 
accepting  the  offer  of  General  Butler.  Of  course 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an  agreement  care- 
fully drawn  to  be  signed  oy  all  the  owners  of  mill 
groperty  on  the  Sudbury  River,  inasmuch  as  the 
ity  Solicitor  has  already  expressed  that  opinion, 
I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  the  amendment, 
though  I  do  not  object  to  it.  The  noty  written  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Water  Committee  by  the  City 
Solicitor  today  covers  the  point  raised  bv  the  gen- 
tleman.   The  letter  is  as  follows : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,        ) 

2  Pemberton  Square,    \ 

Boston,  Nov.  19, 1874. ) 

Dear  Sir— I  have  returned  to  Mr.  MeClearv  the 
communication  of  General  Butler  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  There  is  no  objection,  so  far  as  I  see, 
to  the  acceptance  of  his  offer. 

Yours    truly, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— After  the  reading  of  the 
letter  perhaps  the  Council  may  be  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment.    But  I  have  the  opinion,  neverthe- 


ess,  that  it  a  single  individual  having  a  legal 
right  to  the  waters  of  that  river  shall  hereafter,  tit 
any  time,  cause  an  action  for  damages  to  be 
brought  against  the  city  of  Boston,  he  will  have 
good  cause  for  that  action.  Now,  sir,  I  am  of  the 
opinion,  with  the  City  Solicitor,  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  every  single  claimant  to  sign  a  re- 
lease, because  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  you  cannot  take  one  square  inch  of 
that  water  without  taking  the  whole  of  it.  I 
think  my  friend  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean] 
has  repeatedly  expressed  the  opinion  that 
you  cannot  take  a  part  of  the  waters  of  that  river 
without  taking  the  whole.  I  mean  by  that  not  the 
ab.-olute  taking  of  the  whole  of  the  wateis,  but 
without  being  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the 
waters.  It  may  not  be  necessary  to  adopt  the 
amendment  under  the  circumstances,  but  as  the 
City  Solicitor  has  expressed  the  opinion,  and  seems 
to  be  ready  to  draw  such  an  instrument  in  writing 
as  will  hold  all  parties  under  the  circumstances,  1 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  withdrawing  tin- amend- 
ment, believing  in  the  good  faith  of  the  City  So- 
licitor. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  Coun- 
cil concurred  in  the  reference. 

Report  leconiiuending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  J.  C.  McNeil  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries done  to  his  child  by  a  defect  in  Meridian 
street.    Accepted. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  from  the  Quarantine 
appropriation  of  S1200,  tor  repairs  on  steamer 
Samuel  Little.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  of  Wardll 
(who  said  the  steamer  was  of  no  use  without  these 
repairs  are  made  and  they  should  be  made  at 
once),  and  passed. 

Order  author' zing  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
distribution  of  soup  to  the  poor  to  be  made,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  sonriu.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  llvnn  of  Ward  7— If  there  is  in  objection,  I 
would  ask  a  suspension  ot  tne  rule  that  the  order 
in  relation  to  the  distribution  ot  soup  may  be 
passed  this  evening,  as  it  will  take  some  little 
time  to  make  the  arrangements  for  earning  out 
the  order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  rise  to  object  to 
the  passage  of  the  order,  but  I  would  prefer  to 
have  it  lie  over  one  week,  because  there  is  quite  a 
difference  of  opinion  about  the  practicability  of 
distributing  soup  at  the  city's  expense.  Further- 
more, there  may  be  a  variety  of  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  expediency  of  this  work— whether  or  not  it 
is  better  that  the  soup  shall  be  distributed  by  the 
police,  or  whether  the  money  shall  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  other  organizations  to  distribute  the 
soup.  These  are  questions  which  it  mr.v  be  quite 
important  for  us  to  consider  before  we  pass  this 
order,  and.  therefore,  that  we  may  have  time  to 
consider  them,  I  would  prefer  not  "to  vote  on  the 
order  tonight,  but  to  have  it  lie  over  one  week. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  fully  agree  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  It  has 
been  a  question  in  my  own  mind  whether  this  is 
the  best  way  to  distribute  the  soup,  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  I  will  withdraw  the 
request  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  went  over. 

Orders  authorizing  such  surveys,  etc.,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  actual 
amount  of  water  that  can  be  furnished  from  flax, 
Sluice  and  Cedar  ponds.  Read  twice,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  1  (who  said  it  was  important  that  the  sur- 
veys should  be  made  at  once,  and  the  passage  of 
the  onler  would  greatly  facilitate    matters),  and 


ELECTION     OF     MEMBERS     of    I'OCTIITUATE    WATER 
BOARD. 

The  Council  took  up  the  report  nominating  Ed- 
ward A.  White  and  L.  Miles  Standish  as  members 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Hoard  for  two  vears  from 
the  first  Monday  of  May  last,  and  proceeded  to  an 
election. 

Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9, Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
Train  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  Thcv  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Nic-essaiv  to  a  choice 39 

N.Adams 1 

T.  L.  Jcnks "1 

Charles  H.  Allen 9 

T.  McGuiness '  1 

Samuel   Little 1 

H.W.  Wilson '  1 

N.  J.  Bradlee .jj 

George  Lewis ..,'.  2 


(SStl 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


Jake  Smith 1 

Charles  Woodbury J 

L.  Miles  Standish 51 

Edward  A.  White 43 

Messrs.  SSandish  and  White  were  declared  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  re- 
port was  sent  up. 

TITLE  TO  CITY  PROPERTY  IN  WARD  19. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Sh?  w  of  Ward  5,  sent  up : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,        ) 

2  Pemberton  Square,     \ 

Boston,  Nov.  19, 1874. ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— In  compliance  with  your  order  directing 
an  examination  to  he  made  of  titles  to  all  real 
estate  formerly  belo:  ging  to  the  town  of  Brigh- 
ton, and  now  m  tv-e  possession  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, to  ascertain  whether  any  such  property  is 
now  or  has  been  under  attachment  since  the  an- 
nexation ot  Brighton  to  Bos. on,  and  whether  said 
titles  are  encumbered  by  such  attachments,  if 
anv,  I  now  report  that  the  examinations  have 
been  made,  and  the  records  show  that  an  attach- 
ment to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  tin  usand  dol- 
lars,of  real  estate  in  Middlesex  County,  was  made 
April  22, 1872,  in  a  suit  brought  by  Samuel  S. 
Learned  of  Watertown  against  ( ienrge  A.  Wilson 
of  Brighton  and  four  otfiei  parties,  defendants, 
which  suit  was  returnable  ami  entered  in  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  for  Suffolk  County  at  the 
September  te 'in,  1872. 

After  the  above  attachment  was  made,  tnere 
weie  three  conveyances  of  land  to  the  town  of 
Brighton,  by  George  A.  Wil-on  and  Benjamin  F. 
Bicker,  and  one  conveyance  by  George  A.  Wilson 
alone,  as  follows: 

The  first  conveyance  by  \\  ilson  and  Ricker  was 
of  13,4<:0  square  feet  of  land  on  chestnut  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Rockland  street,  by  deed  recorded  Jan. 
15,  1873. 

The  second  conveyance  bv  the  same  two  grant- 
ors was  of  2i;,049  square  feet  of  land  on  Chestnut 
Hill  aveiuie  and  Winship  place,  by  deed  record- 
ed Sept.  6, 1873. 

The  third  conveyance  by  the  same  two  grantors 
was  of  a  small  piece  of  land  on  Chestnut  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Rockland  street,  centents  not  given,  by 
deed  recorded  Oct.  30, 1873. 

The  conveyance  bv  George  A.  Wilson  alone  was 
of  75,225  square  feet  'of  land  on  Washington  street, 
by  deed  recorded  Oct.  2a,  1873. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  1X74,  the  attach- 
ment in  the  above-named  suit  was  released  by  the 
attorneys  of  Learned  "upon  that  part  of  Wilson's 
property  known  as  the  Brighton  Hotel,  contain- 
ing 75,2(10  square  feet,"  and  on  the  fourth  day  of 
May,  1*74,  "the  attachment  mane  by  S.  S.  Learned 
upon  land  of  George  A.  Wil-on"  was  released  by 
the  same  attorneys  "unon  the  lot  sold  to  the  town 
of  Brighton  for  a.  grammar-school  lot,  being  on 
Chest. ,ut  Hill  avenue,  and  also  the  lot  sold  for  an 
engine  house  on  the  same  street,  but  upon  no 
other  land."  No  attachment  appears  of  record  in 
the  name  of  George  A.  Wilson. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  F.  Kittkedge, 

Assistant  City  Solicitor. 
petitions  presented. 

By  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Mary  R. 
Gilbens  for  a  duplicate  city  of  Boston  bond  to  re- 
place one  that  w^a  stolen.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  ot  Thom- 
as Leavitt  for  leave  to  enlarge  a,  wooden  building 
on  135  Dorchester  avenue.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

AN  INVESTIGATION  ORDERED. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  In  the  discussion-  and  allusions  to  the 
order  known  a-  the  order  taking  the  waters  of 
Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  Itivei ,  said  order  now 
lying  on  the  t  ble  of  this  board,  it.  has  been  plainly 
and  re,  eat.edly  a  -cried  that  the  scheme  proposed 
is  one  of  speculation,  jobbery  and  fraud,  it  is 
theiefore 

Ordered,  That,  for  tin-  purpose  ot  setting  these 
allced  facts  clearly  before  the  City  Council  and 
tlicTicopl-a.-tl.ry  'houM  be,  if  true,  or  of  dis- 
proving them,  if  ihey  an.  false,  a  committee  be 
appoint.,!  cou-i  ling  of  lli.ee  members  of  fins 
branch,  with  siu-h  as  the  hoard  ol  Aldermen  may 
join,  said  committee  to  have  lull  powers  m  the 
matter,  with  authority  to  sent  lor  persons  and 
papers,  and   do  all   that   is    necessary  to  make  a 


thorough  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  report 
the  result  of  the  same  to  the  City  Council  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— That  appears  to  be  a 
pretty  broad  order,  one  cading  for  an  investiga- 
iton  which,  perhaps,  no  one  outside  of  the  mem- 
ber who  offered  the  order  is  cognizant  of.  I 
should  like  to  hear  some  explanation  of  the  order. 
Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  think  that  the  order  ex- 
plains itself.  The  facts  are  set  forth  in  it.  Those 
facts,  I  believe,  are  well  understood  by  every 
member  of  this  Council.  1  think  the  order  will 
commend  itself  to  every  member  of  this  Board, 
and  unless  some  objection  is  made  I  propose  to 
submit  it  upon  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  object  to  the  pas- 
sane  of  the  order  at  ail,  but  1  thought  the  gentle- 
man ottering  it  might  give  to  the  Council  some 
explanation  of  it,  and  state  upon  what  authority 
he  offers  it.  The  subject  may  be  familiar  to  him 
that  certain  statement.-  were  made,  but  still  other 
members  ot  the  Council  may  not  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  them.  I  desire  that  there  shall  be  a  most 
thorough  investigation  of  this  subject,  but  I  think 
it  is  due  to  the  Council  for  the  gentleman  to  ex- 
plain why  and  upon  what  authority  he  offers  this 
order. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  offered  it  upon  my  own 
authority,  and  in  behalf  of  those  whose  good 
name  and  whose  motives  are  impugned  by  the 
statements  that  have  been  made  here.  I  am 
rather  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleina.ii  say  that 
all  members  of  the  ootuicil  may  not  be  aware  of 
the  facts  that  are  set  forth  in  that  preamble.  I 
thought  it  was  well  understood  that,  through  all 
this  year,  time  ard  again,  statements  had  been 
made  openly  and  plainly,  that  this  Sudbury  water 
project  was' a  scheme  of  speculation  and  robbery 
and  fraud.  I  supposed  that  was  clearly  under- 
stood, and  that  every  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil had  heard  it  over  and  over  again. 
And  that  is  the  necessity  for  offering  the 
order.  Let  me  go  back  a  little.  Some  three 
or  four  weeks  ago  his  honor  the  Mayor  deemed  it 
his  imperative  duty  in  a  communication  to  this 
Council  to  ask  that  something  might  be  done  in 
regard  to  this  matter  of  water,  that,  if  the  Sud- 
bury River  project  was  to  be  rejected  or  accepted, 
definite  action  might  be  taken,  and  he  set 
forth  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  A  special  meet- 
ing was  called  for  the  purpose,  of  considering  it. 
The  meeting  was  not  technically  called  for  that 
purpose,  but  it  was  well  understood  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  that  it  was  called  to  consider 
the  Mayor's  message.  Other  business  intervened; 
there  were  various  discussions  upon  other  top- 
ics, but  the  question  for  which  we  were 
called  together  never  was  touched,  although  the 
water  question  was  argued,  and  this  very  order, 
now  lying  on  the  table,  was  talked  of  and  dis- 
cussed as  a  scheme  ot  jobbery,  and  by  a  member 
of  this  Council  who  declared  that  he  said  the 
words  in  no  undue  excitement,  and  that  he  hoped 
within  a  week  to  produce  facts  and  figures.  I 
think  that  was  his  statement;  I  may  not  be  tech- 
nically right  as  to  his  words,  but  I  gave  the  spirit 
of  those  words.  Now,  sir,  this  Sudbury  Kiver 
project  has  lieen  considered  for  a  great  while';  it 
has  been  lying  upon  the  table  for  nearlv  the 
whole  of  this  year;  vaiious  schemes  have  been 
introduced,  and' no  light  has  been  brought  to  the 
Council;  nothing  new  has  been  brought— nothiinr 
but  what  was  known  two  or  three  years  ago  ex- 
cept the  plans  of  my  friends  from  Ward  12  for 
the  taking  of  the  Shawsheon,  and  the  conduit  to 
Lake  Cochituate;  otherwise  there  has  been  no 
real  information  brought  before  this  Council 
which  was  not  known  ever  two  years  ago.  But 
the  Sudbury  River  project  has  been  attacked;  no 
one  has  attempted  to  argue  against  its  merits;  no 
one  has  taken  it  up  and  found  fault  with  its  de- 
tails of  expenditures.  But  we  have  heard  in  very 
general  terms  that  it  is  a  scheme  for  an  enormous 
expenditure,  run  up  as  high  as  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  by  some  members  of  the  Council.  It  has 
been  attacked  as  one  of  fraud  and  jobbery.  Now, 
sir,  I  am  one  of  the  Water  Committee,  I  have 
given  my  time  and  ability  to  the  question.  I  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Water  Committee  profess 
to  be  straightforward,  square  men,  doing  our  best 
for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not 
propose  to  be  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  any  scheme  of  fraud.  If  there  is  any  fraud 
here,  let  us  unearth  it;  I  am  »n  for  doing  it,  and  if 
any  gentleman  wants  to  unearth  the  fraud  in  this 
scheme,  1  will  promise  him  the  aid  of  eight  good 
men  and  true,  and  they  are  members  of  the 
Joint    Standing    Committee    on    Water     of     the 


NOVEMBER 


1874 


633 


City  Council.  Now.  we  want  to  get  at  the 
bottom  of  this  matter.  If  there  is  fraud  here 
we  want  to  know  it.  And,  sir,  when  the 
word  "fraud"  has  been  used  here  it  has  been 
in  its  largest  sense — not  mere  anxiety  to  sell 
land  or  secuie  contracts.  We  all  know  that  those 
things  arc  inseparable  from  any  scheme,  whethei 
it  be  the  Sudbury  River  or  any  other.  But  the 
word  "fraud"  means  something  dishonorable  and 
wrong  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  used  here.  It 
is  due  to  his  honor  the  Mayor,  who,  it  is  said,  has 
been  imposed  upon  ;  it  is  due  to  the  "Water  Board 
and  the  Water  Committee,  who  have  been  calum- 
niated in  some  measure  by  these  statements,  that 
this  investigation  should  take  place,  and  that  is 
the  reason  1  have  offered  that  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — The  explanation  is  ner- 
fectly  satisfactory  to  me,  and,  I  think,  to  every 
member  oi  the  Council.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
on  the  Water  Committee  lias  spoken  so  thoroughly 
and  fully,  and  I  heartily  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  certainly  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  order.  If  the  members 
of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water  Committee  feel 
that  there  is  any  charge  auainst  their  honor  which 
they  desire  to  "have  cleared  up,  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  it  should  be  done.  But  I  do  not  think 
it  is  quite  right,  under  tin-,  change  of  issue,  when 
the  Sudbury  River  has  been  overthrown  in  every 
one  of  its  details,  for  the  gentleman  io  say  there 
has  been  no  discussion  of  those  details.  He  says 
that  no  fault  has  been  found  with  those  details, 
when  that  has  been  done;  and  he  ought  not 
to  come  here  and,  by  putting  up  a  man  of 
stiaw,  undertake  to  create  sympathy  for  ihe 
scheme,  and  say  there  has  been  no  argu- 
ment upon  it.  I  never  made  any  charge  of 
fraud  or  jobbery,  and  I  had  no  idea  that  there  was 
any  jobbery  in  it.  The  members  of  the  Water 
Board  and  "Committee  are  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
have  great  respect.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
although  I  am  a  strong  opponent  of  this  Sudbury 
scheme,  I  opposed  it  not  because  I  thought  there 
was  fraud  in  it,  but  simply  because,  on  the  facts 
presented,  on  the  information  given  by  the  Water 
Board  themselves,  it  is  a  scheme  that  under  no 
circumstances  ought  to  pass  any  intelligent  tri- 
bunal. That  is  the  reason  why  I  opposed  it. 
When  the  matter  was  argued  before  I  thought  I 
presented  some  leasons  why  it  should  not 
pass,  and  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  show 
that  today.  The  gentleman  says  there  is  no 
new  information.  Why,  we  are  all  full  of  in- 
formation. We  have  new  information  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water,  as  to  the  places  where  water 
can  be  obtained  and  as  to  the  great  saving  that 
can  be  made  by  preventing  the  waste  of  water. 
Talk  about  the  expenditure  of  a  dozen  or  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  when  it  has  been  shown  clear- 
ly and  distinctly  that  for  nine  years  an  average  of 
five  million  gallons  runs  to  waste  daily  and  has 
not  been  used  at  all !  Why,  since  this  thing  start- 
ed, the  Water  Registrar  has  brought  in  informa- 
tion which  seems  to  be  authentic  and  with  a  state- 
ment of  details  which  prove  that  six  millions  of 
Gallons  of  the  eighteen  millions  brought 
rom  the  lake  run  to  waste  by  improp- 
er fixtures  and  the  most  improvident  of 
water  closets  —  the  two  together  amounting 
to  just  as  much  as  is  used.  When  they  pretended 
that  you  had  to  build  this  enormous  conduit 
at  an  enormous  expense  away  round  through 
Farm  Pond,  and  not  going  near  Lake  Cochituate, 
which  we  were  not  to  have  the  advantage  of  as  an 
aerated  basin ;  and  now  they  come  m  here  and 
say  you  can  take  Nonesuch  Pond,  and  it  is  right 
to  build  the  conduit  by  the  old  one  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir,  when  they  said  it  could  not  be 
built  beside  the  old  one,  and  now  admitting  that 
it  can  be  done.  And  do  the  gentlemen  pay  so  lit- 
tle attention  to  these  reports  as  to  sav  there 
is  nothing  new?  Why,  it  turns  out  that  there  are 
only  about  twelve  millions  of  gallons  legitimately 
used  daily,  and  that  half  of  that  which  runs  to 
waste  can  be  saved;  explanations  are  made  and 
experiments  have  been  tried,  and  the  evidence  is 
complete  that  it  can  be  saved,  and  this  Board  has 
taken  the  means  to  make  that  saving;  as  much 
water  running  to  waste  as  is  used;  this  conduit 
can  be  built  along  side  of  the  other,  and  form 
a  conduit  that  may  lie  used  by  going  a  little  far- 
ther to  Lake  Cochituate;  then  you  have  got 
five  million  six  hundred  thousand  gallons, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  miking  in  round  num- 
bers six  mil  I  ion  so  I'  gallons,  as  much  as  is  now  used, 
and  six  millions  of  gallons  more— and  then  we 
have  n't  got  any  new  information!     Why,  Mr. 


President,  if  I  had  supposed  that  this  matter  was 
to  be  discussed  to  night;  if  I  had  supposed 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  dis- 
cuss it,  I  should  like  to  have  had  time  to 
collate  figures  by  going  over  the  vast  array  of 
pamphlets  which  one  has  to  study  to  get  at 
the  truth  and  to  bring  correct  conclusions  be- 
fore the  Council.  Now,  then,  1  do  not  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  order,  it  these  gentlemen  desire  it, 
and  it  they  think  their  honor  has  been  impugned 
by  anybody.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned  1  do  not 
object  to  it.  But  I  do  object,  that  those  who 
have  made  no  charges  of  fraud,  those  who  know 
nothing  about  that  and  have  tried  this  matter 
upon  tne  {proper  issues  of  economy— 1  do  object 
that  thi-  opportunity  -liall  be  used  in  a  change  of 
issue  to  create  sympathy  for  a  scheme  that  cer- 
tainly never  can  stand  for  a  moment  upon  its 
merits. 

•  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  have  perfect  confi- 
dence in  the  honor  of  the  Committee  on  Water, 
believing  them  to  be  as  honest  men  as  there  are  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  shall  be  happy  to 
vote  for  the  order,  if  they  wish,  only  hoping  that  I 
may  not  be  one  of  those  who  are  set  to  hunting 
for  a  needle  iu  a  haymow,  when  1  think  there  is  no 
needle  there.  But  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
gentleman  can  feel  that  the  information  gath- 
ered within  two  years  makes  no  change 
in  the  condition  of  the  Sudbury  scheme. 

Mi-.  Kent  of  Ward 21  (interrupting,  and  Mr.  Pea- 
body  yielding  the  floor) — I  did  not  mean  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  no  new  information  has  been 
obtained  in  the  researches  which  have  been  made. 
I  was  speaking  particularly  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  I  said  it  never  had  been  taken  up  and 
passed  upon  what  is  claimed  to  be  its  mentsby 
its  friends.  All  that  has  been  said  against  the 
Sudbury  scheme  has  be  ;n  said  negatively.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  during  the  investigations  of 
the  last  nine  months  we  have  got  a  great  deal  of 
information;  but  1  say  that  so  far  as  the  Sudbury 
or  Charles  River  are  concerned  there  is  no  new 
information,  and  none  of  the  facts  set  forth  have 
been  dispioved. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  0— I  accept  the  statement 
as  my  friend  makes  it.  Now  let  me  mention  one 
or  two  particulars  of  the  changes  made  in  two 
years.  1  must  speak  from  memory,  because  I 
have  none  of  the  pamphlets  here.  About  two 
years  since  one  of  the  water  reports  stated  that 
there  were  no  facilities  for  .storage  reservoirs  on 
Charles  River  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston.  About 
two  months  since  they  issued  a  report  stating  that 
a  reservoir  ran  be  established  at  South  Natick, 
holding  nearly  twice  as  much  as  all  the  storage 
reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  put  together.  Two 
years  ago  one  of  the  reports  stated  that  one  of 
the  advantages  of  the  Sudbury  over  the  Charles 
was  that  the  valley  of  the  Charles  was  likely  to  be 
filled  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population,  which 
would  pollute  the  stream,  etc.  The  examining 
commission  of  physicians  confirms  the  state- 
ments made  by  me  some  time  since, 
that  the  population  of  the  Sudbury  is  much  larger 
to  the  square  mile  than  that  of  the  Charles,  and 
increasing  more  rapidly.  In  February,  1873,  Mr. 
Chesbrough's  report  stated  that  the  Charles  River 
would  furnish  more  water  than  the  Sudbury,  and  at 
much  less  cost;  but  if  the  water  was  de- 
cidedly inferior  to  that  of  the  Sudbury,  then  we 
should  be  justified  in  adopting  the  more  expen- 
sive scheme.  The  examining  physicians  have 
lately  reported  that  the  water  of  the  Charles  is 
the  be  iter  of  the  two.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  if  the  information  gained  within  the  last 
two  years  does  not  affect'  the  details  of  the  Sud- 
bur\  seneine  it  should  affect  the  scheme  itself. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  presume  inv  worthy 
friend  from  the  Bunker  Hid  District  referred  to 
me  when  he  said  -'individual."  I  am  that  individ- 
ual. But  when  he  attributes  language  to  me  that 
I  never  uttered,  he  does  me  gioss  injustice,  which 
a  son  of  Bunker  Hill  never  ought  to  do  and  which 
the  sword  of  Bunker  Hill  never  would  defend.  I 
have  spoken  plainly  here,  but  the  language  attrib- 
uted to  me  was  never  uttered.  I  never  used  the  word 
"fraud."  I  challenge  him  to  show  it,  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  gentleman  from  the  Sixteenth  Ward  [Mr. 
West]  to  show  that  I  ever  used  the  language 
attributed  to  me  by  him  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. "Stupendous  swindle"!  I  never  uttered 
those  words,  I  challenge  any  gentleman  of  this 
Council  to  show  it.  I  did  sav,'  and  there  are  those 
within  my  hearing  who  know  it,  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme  was  and  is  a  great  speculation.  No  broad* 
er  language  was  ever  used  by  me  than  that.  Let 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  shake  his  head;  I 
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tUe  combat.  Never  did  I  use 
indie"  or  "fraud."  I  will  re- 
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has  been  held  by  this  committee,  and  never 
lis  lied  till  within  a  few  days.  And  I  was  shown 
by  the  most  efficient  engineer  that  1  ever  met, 
yesterday  [Mr.  Ftelyj,  am.  i  learned,  and  othtr 
gentlemen  learned  from  him,  facts  which  the  City 
Government  have  been  entitled  to  for  months,  iii 
fact  lor  years.  I  am  very  glad  that  my  worthy 
friend  from  the  Ninth  Y\  an  I  [Mr.  i-'ea  ijodj  J  has  re- 
ferred to  that  flowage  laud  along  the  valley  of 
the  Charles— those  storage  acres  have  al- 
ways been  denied  to  amount  to  nothing 
wovthy  of  ^consideration  ;  and  yet,  sir,  when  I  cast 
my  eye.  over  more  than  4000  acres  of  the  best  stor- 
age laud  in  the  world,  I  venture  to  say  that  45u0 
acres  (that  is  the  number  giveu  me  by  that  engi- 
neer) can  be  used  as  a  storage  basin  along  the 
Charles;  and  yet,  sii ,  all  this  knowledge  has  been 
kept — 1  will  not  say  purposely — from  us,  neverthe- 
less; and  rfhen  I  heard  yesterday,  in  company 
with  half  a  dozen  men,  at  the  invitation  of  my 
worthy  friend  [Alderman  Stebbins],  who  is  chair- 
man ot  s  he  commit ri'.  ,  and  ,vho  i-  here  .  hi-  >■  veil- 
ing—and  when  1  heard  the  expressions  oi  amaze- 
ment, 1  was  only  astonished  at  the  way  tin-  water 
business  lias  been  managed  by  that  Water  Commit- 
tee. I  thank  my  wortuy  f.iend,  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Water  Committee,  to 
whom,  although  diametrically  opposed  to 
him  in  this  scheme,  1  would  intrust  every 
water  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  be- 
cause 1  believe  him  to  be  an  hone.-t  man,  the 
noblest  work  of  God,  and  an  intelligent  man.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  he  is  one  ot  those  able  io  give  to 
the  people  his  views,  and  give  them  in  language 
fitting  to  be  made— not,  sir,  in  language  that  will 
stab  in  i  he  dark,  as  ha  conic  from  the  "Sword  of 
Bunker  Hill"  upon  me  tonight.  "An  individual"  ! 
I  have  his  language.  I  see  the  cast  of  his  eye,  as 
I  do  General  Butler's  sometimes,  when  he  looks 
over  toward  me.  Why,  yesterday,  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  in  our  beautiful  ride  over  the  hills  and  val- 
leys by  the  banks  of  the  river— why  did  n't  he  say 
to  me,  "My  friend,  tomorrow  night!  propose  to 
stab  you,"  and  give  me  a  chance  to  quote  facts 
from  these  reports,  and  I  would  have  given 
them  back  in  a  way  that  even  BunKer  Hill 
during  the  great  Revolution  did  not  hear.  "The 
Mayor,"  he  -ays— 1  needn't  give  his  words  letter 
by  letter— "asks  for  action  upon  this  proposition ; 
a  special  meeting  was  called,"  etc.  "The  question 
never  was  touched."  Who  was  at  fault?  Well, 
here  is  the  great  honorable  Water  Committee. 
Whose  business  was  it?  There  was  a  special 
meeting  ami  they  did  not  touch  if.  Perhaps  they 
did  n't  know  how.  Perhaps  thej  have  shown  as 
much  prudence  in  it  as  in  other  things.  I 
am  not  a  candidate  for  Water  <  ouiini.-  inner,  sir, 
and  I  do  not  live  on  Bunker  Hill.  "Now  the  gen- 
tleman," he  says,  "has  repeated  two  or  three  times 
that,  this  scheme  of  Sudbury  Itiver  was  a  scheme 
of  fraud."  Who  lias  pronounced  tlio.-e  word:,  and 
when? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — If  the  gentleman  will  al- 
low me  I  will  tell  him.  I  read  from  page  588  of 
the  Minutes,  "If  ever  there  was  an  enormous 
fraud  perpetrated  on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this 
Sudbury  Itiver  scheme."    Then  you  have  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— That  is  very  good.  "Per- 
petrated on  the  city  of  Boston,"  not  by  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  know  speculators  in  Middlesex  County 
who  are  in  this  thing.  I  never  charged  the  City 
Government,  with  any  tiling  corrupt;  by  no  means. 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  charging  corruption  upon 
a  bodv  of  which  1  am  a.  member.  'there  is,  or 
should  !ic,  honor  among  men.  Now  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  very  glad  this  s 
glad  to  meet  it.      I  am 


at  any  time.  But,  sir,  w  I 
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I  visited  it  yesterday,  m  companv  with  members 
of  the  Water  Committee.  I  saw  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  ponds  of  water  that  I  ever  saw  in  my 
life,  covering  an  area  of  forty  acres,  and  with  a 
watershed  and  basin  competent  1o  be  made  sev- 
enty-three acres  more,  making  nearly  103 
acres;  and  what  think  you,  sir,  was 
the  statement  made  by  the  eminent  engi- 
neer with  us?  Why,  sir,  that  pond,  from  which 
was  flowing  one  of  the  most  beautiful  brooks 
which  man  ever  saw,  conveying  from  :he  pond 
half  a  million  gallons  daily  "of  the  purest  water 
you  ever  saw,  and  that  pond  can  be  utilized  and 
can  be  made  to  feed  one  of  the  conduits  within  a 
very  short  time,  at  an  expenditure  of  how  much, 
sir?  Ninety-two  thousand  dollars,  while  an  ex- 
penditure inaddiiion  <<>  ilia!  will  make  it  compe- 
tent to  fuini-h.i  billion  gallons— those  are  the 
words  and  figure-  tand  figures  don't  lie),  of  the  en- 

fineer— at  an  expenditure  of  s210,0un,  to  furnish  a 
lllion  gallon-  of  water,  as  pure  as  man  ever  saw. 
Fortunately,  sir,  I  happened  to  take  the 
figures,  and  here  they  are.  The  large 
area  he  proposes  to  take,  would  hold 
seventeen  hundred  million  gallons,  and  no  pump- 
ing at.  the  lake  would  then  lie  required  in  a  dry 
time.  Those  were  the  exact  words  of  that  emi- 
nent engineer.  In  case  this  is  carried  out,  no 
pumping  at  the  lake  will  be  required  in  a  dry 
time.  That  is  all  new  to  us.  And  we  have  learned 
nothing  new,  sir.  says  Bunker  Hill! 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Doe-  he  -tare  how  leng  a. 
time  this  :•  to  rage  of  water  will  last  the  city? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waul  5— Mr.  President  — 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Denny — The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  are  not  germain  to  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  1  would  like  to  say  m  explana- 
tion that  I  raise  the  point  in  order  to  facilitate 
business,  and  that  we  may  dispose  of  the  question 
under  consideration. 

The  President. — The  gentleman's  point  of  order 
is  well  taken,  but  as  the  discussion  upon  this 
whole  subject  has  taken  a  wider  range  than  is  in 
order, -the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  been  al- 
lowed to  proceed.  But  as  objection  has  been 
raised,  the  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  the 
preamble  and  order  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  simply  illustrating  my  views 
upon  the  question.  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  it 
by  all  parliamentary  usage  in  the  world. 

The  President  -The  Chair  has  decided  the  ques- 
tion. To  discuss  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  not 
in  order,  unless  the  gentleman  wishes  to  appeal. 
The  gentleman  can  go  on  it  he  will  con  line  himself 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  shall  take  occasion  to  say  such 
words  as  I  believe  to  be  parliamentary  under  the 
circumstances;  and  when  1  misuse  language  I 
shall  be  subject  to  be  called  to  order,  and  not 
otherwise.  1  was  going  on  to  say  that  I  have  a 
peifect  right  to  state  every -ingle  question  that 
comes  under  the  head  of  this  grand  water  ques- 
tion; I  have  the  right  to  refer  to  them  directly 
and  indirectly,  neailyor  remotely;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  will  raise  His  points 
of  order,  as  he  always  doe,  when  he  gets 
a  chance,  upon  me,  but  he  never  has  sus- 
tained one  yet.  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to 
the  report  upon  this  one  of  the  sources  from 
which  it  is  propoed  to  take  water,  why  sir,  have 
not  I  a  right  to  refer  to  it  to  illustrate  my  point. 
There  is  not  a  parliamentarian  upon    eanh'   that— 

Mr.  President— the  gentleman  is  om  of  order, 
lie  is  discussing  a  subject  not  before  the  Council, 
but  he  has  the  right  to  speak  to  the  pending  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
of  this  order,  and  now,  sir,  I  propose  to  discuss 
that  order  directly  and  not  remotely.  If  the  gen 
tlemau  from  the  Bunker  Mill  District  desires  to 
bring  me  before  the  bar  of  this  tribunal,  I  am  ready 
to  meet  him.    If  he  proposes  to  do  it  in  a  mean 

spoken  words  of  truth  and  soberness;  while  i  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Council  and  raised  my 
voice,  but  1  do  not  propose  to  be  put  down  by 
those  in  interest   or  having   a  \o-  io  grinn.     I  have 


know  1  am  to  every  friend  ot  the  Sudbury  scheme, 
but  by  the  people  of  common  sense,  and  before 
the  bar  of  common  sense,  the  few  feeble  remarks 
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I  make  here  I  think  are  appreciated.  I  am  under- 
taking to  do  what  I  believe  to  be  for  the  city's  in- 
terest, and  if  I  discuss  this  matter  with  ardor,  Ido 
it  with  honest  intentions.  1  do  not  propose  to  bring 
up  every  man  here  because  he  happens  to 
be  desirous  of  a  place  on  the  Water  Commis- 
sion-thank  God,  that  cannot  be  got  out  of 
this  Council  this  year,  not  for  any  one  m  favor  of 
this  scheme.  1  stand  here  for  the  taxpayers,  the 
men  who  have  got  these  bills  to  pay.  And  then, 
sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  if 
it  is  not  a  discourteous  cutler  to  bring  '.efore  this 
honorable  body.  I  am  in  favor  of  an  abundant 
supply  of  water,  but  if  .t  can  be  obtained  for  two 
million  dollars  I  do  not  want  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions expended  for  it;  if  for  five  or  six  millions,  I 
don't  want  eight  millions  expended  tor  it.  Now, 
from  the  plans  winch  have  come  to  me  within  a 
Jew  days  and  if  that  information  which  is  entirely 
new  to  most  of  us  is  correct— and  they  hearmy  lan- 
guage now  and  know  whether  or  not  we  have  re- 
ceived valuable  information.  I  believe  that  a  better 
and  less  expensive  scheme  than  the  Charles  or  Sud- 
bury River  can  be  obtained.  I  have  not  yet  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessary  to  take 
Charles  River,  but  if  the  information  that  has 
reached  us  within  a  few  days  is  not  sufficient, 
then,  sir,  I  say  let  us  go  and  ask  the  Legislature 
to  grant  us  authority  to  take  Charles  River  as  the 
next  best  plan.  I  am  opposed — I  have  not  said  it 
in  the  dark;  I  have  not  undertaken  to  say  it  be- 
hind people's  backs;  1  have  said  it  openly,  fairly 
and  squarely  that  1  am  opposed  in  toto—  to  tus 
Sudbury  scheme,  as  one  which  I  do  not  believe 
approves  itself  to  the  people.  I  have  said 
that  the  direct  ami  remote  damages  are  such 
as  the  city  of  Boston  will  not  for  many  years  re- 
cover from.  I  think  they  will  be  enormous.  Al- 
though I  heartily  approve  the  otter  made  by  Gen- 
eral Butler,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  probed  from 
top  to  bottom  before  we  accept  any  such  plan.  I 
believe  we  are  all  endeavoring  to  do  that  which  is 
best  for  the  city's  interest.  Even  my  friend  from 
Bunker  Hill,  who  would  stab  me  in  the  dark,  is  in 
favor  of  an  abundant  and  economical  supply  of 
water.  But,  sir,  travelling  all  a'ong,  and  enjoying 
with  him  the  beautifnl  scenery  of  lake, 'hill 
and  valley  and  river,  I  only  wonder— could  n't 
he  have  said,  "Were  you  not  mistaken  in 
your  tirade  against  the  .Sudbury  scheme?" 
No  intimation  that  I  was  to  be  picked  out.  He 
did  not  call  me  by  name.  Oh,  no,  of  course  not. 
"Scheme  of  fraud'!"  1  charged  him  with  no  fraud, 
I  have  too  miift'  respect  for  him,  I  have  too  much 
respect  tor  the  land  he  is  from.  He  is  from  the 
Old  Colony.  His  fathers  and  mine  landed  on 
Plymouth' Rock  together  250  years  ago.  I  re- 
spect him,  towering  above  me  as  he  does  not 
only  in  proportions  of  length,  but  in  other  pro 
portions  which  go  to  make  a  man  full  of  brain, 
life,  hone-ty  and  integrity  ot  purpose,  good  judg- 
ment. But  I  have  a  right  to  use  my  brain  as  much 
as  he.  I  have  the  same  right  to  express  my 
opinions  as  he  has.  I  am  elected  here  to  express 
my  opinions  upon  the  various  matters 
brought  before  us,  and  if  I  do  it  very 
plainly,  as  I  know  I  do  it  honestly,  I 
am  not  to  be  brought  before  the  Council 
for  words  which  in  the  warmth  and  fervor  of  de- 
bate I  may  use.  I  attribute  no  fraud  to  him,  but  I 
shall  always  choose  to  use  such  language  as]  be- 
lieve to  be  proper  and  right.  If  1  am  to  be  tried 
here,  I  desire  to  be  tried  now,  unprepared,  with 
the  documents  before  me.  I  have  substantiated 
every  statement  I  have  made.  I  have  never 
charged  fraud  upon  any  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment, nor  do  I  propose  to  do  so.  But  I  do  pro- 
pose to  argue  from  my  own  standpoint  with  the 
tongue  <i od  has  given'  me,  and  1  do  propose  to 
bring  forward  !  uch  views  as  I  believe  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  We.-t  of  Ward  If— That  order,  if  I  under- 
stand its  reading  correctly,  is  general  in  its  terms. 
Tt  does  not  point  to  any  individual,  though  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  fi  seem-  to  think  it  doe-.  I 
think  it  does,  too.  The  gentlema  from  Ward  5 
said  that  a  gigantic  swindle  was  being  perpe- 
trated, not  bv  the  city,  but  upon  the  eilv. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waul'  5— I  rise  to  say  distinctly 
that  1  never  used  (hose  words. 

Mr.  West— The  gentleman  did  say  that  a  gigan- 
tic swindle  was  being  perpetrated  upon  the  city. 
My  memory  is  just  as  good  as  his,  but  1  don't  de- 
sire to  enter  into  a  personal  altercation.  I 
know  what  •'gigantic  swindle"  mean!  .  He 
said,  furthermore,  that  the  Mayor,  lor  whom 
he  had  the  highest  respect  —  good,  honest 
soul  —  "had     been     imposed      upon."        It     is 


sufficient  to  remember  that  he  said  the 
Mayor  "had  been  imposed  upon."  1  don't  believe 
his  honor  the  Mayor  is  so  easily  imposed  upon. 
If  I  were  :  member  of  the  Water  Committee  I 
would  press  this  order.  The  gentleman  did  n't 
say  fraud;  he  said  swindle.  He  has  used  the 
word  jobbery  several  times.  He  charged  d<  liber- 
ated that  it  was  a  scLeme  for  speculation,  and  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  show  it,  and  he  would 
present  the  facts  and  figures,  he  hoped,  within  a 
week.  A  week  or  two  ago  I  asked  the  gentleman 
to  present  them  ;  I  wanted  them ;  I  said  I  did  not 
mean  to  advocate  any  job;  whereupon  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  demanded 
the  facts  and  figures,  saying  they  were  due  to  the 
Council,  as  they  had  been  promised.  The  re- 
sponse of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was,  "De- 
mand of  me  !  Let  him  demand  ;  he  will  get  them 
when  I  get  ready."  If  I  were  on  the  Water  Com- 
mittee 1  would  press  this  order;  I  would  have 
those  facts  and  figures.  I  propose  to  speak  to  the 
passage  of  this  order,  and  am  not  going  off  to 
speuk'of  how  many  gallons  of  water  can  be  stored 
on  Charles  Ri^er.  lam  not  very  well  versed  in 
pa-liamentary  tactics,  but  1  know  that  any  cloud 
of  dust  raised  by  any  gentleman  here  can't  blind 
my  eyes.  1  hope  the'Coui.eil  u  ill  pass  that  order.  I 
don't  want  to  have  any  tilt  with  ihc  gentleman,  but 
Idowanttosee  tho-c facts  and  figures.  It  may  be 
there  is  fraud.  My  not  believing  it  does  not  prove 
it  is  not  there.  But  to  make  such  charges  and 
statements  i 
squeak,  and  ] 
I  said  here  a  few  evenings  ago  that  he  said*  "stu- 
pendous swindle."  I  have  the  word  fixed  in  my 
mind;  I  know  it  is  "gigantic,"  and  I  wont  give  it 
up ;  I  know  it  is  so,  and  I  wont  give  it  up.    Unless 


Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  did  say  that  I  should 
vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order',  but  after  the 
information  that  is  now  before  t'ae  Council  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  vote  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  to  ba  a 
very  silly  thing  to  undertake  to  bring  up  here,  if 
brought  for  the  purpose  of  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  charges  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the 
gehtleman  from  Ward  5.  Now,  then,  the  gentle- 
man fioin  Ward  5  says,  on  page  588— 

"Members  of  the  Comic  il  were  elected  to  act  for 
their  constituents,  and  on  their  best  judgment, 
rather  than  to  stand  by  the  Water  'Registrar. 
This  ordinance  is  too  important  to  pass  hastily. 
The  subject  of  waste  was  important.  He  believed 
more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  supply  is  use  less- 
ly,  needlessly  wasted*  He  had  asked  the  AVater 
Board  last  December  and  November  to  appoint 
inspectors,  but  they  <  onsidered  the  suggestion  of 
no  account.  They  did  not  spend  a  two-penny  to 
save  the  waste,  but  now  there  are  parties  about 
City  Hall  who  are  constantly  talking  about  Tie 
want  of  a  water  supply.    The   need  of  a    further 


appointing 
ever  there 
i  the  city  of 
me,  and  as 


What  in  the  world   is 


source  of  Slit 

aboard  of  competent   inspectors.    T 

was  an  enoimon-  fraud  perpetrated 
Brstonitis   this    Sudbury  River    scl 
collateral   to  it  is  this  question   raised  in  the  mes- 
sage ot  his  honor  the  Mayor.    If  there  ever  was  an 
honest,  far-seeing,  honora 
Mayor's    chair,  there  is    o 
has  been  imposed  upon." 

Now,  then,  what  is  that? 
that  he  has  said  ?  The  gentleman  says  here  that 
he  has  charg  duo  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment with  fraud,  and  does  not  intend*  any  such 
tiring.  So  far,  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  the 
using  of  the  general  term  that  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  under  the  circumstance  s,  i-  a  huge  fraud. 
What  is    i.\>     1.    is    chaiaeie.-i/ed    in    -ti.mg     lan- 


upon  the  city  an  eno 
light,  with  my  views, 
terize  it,  not  that  I  shou 
of  this  Government  is   g 


to?  What  a.  weal,  and  silly  waste  01  time  it 
would  be!  Now,  then,  there  is,  a  bold  piece  of 
language,  which,  standing  by   itself,  would,  per- 
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haps,  bear  investigation,  because  it  says  the 
scheme  itself  is  erne  of  speculation  "inside  and 
outside."  Now  take  that  and  his  statement  thathe 
never  intended  to  make  a  charge  against  any 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  take  that  lan- 
guage alone,  and  it  might  bear  an  interpretation 
that  the  scheme  and  those  connected  with  or  car- 
rying out  the  scheme  were  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
therefore  might  be  a  proper  subject  for  investiga- 
tion. But  take  the  whole  thing  through,  and  it 
docs  not  seem  tome  to  justify" any  such  conclu- 
sion.    Here  is  another  passage : 

"The  speakei  .-aid  this  not  in  the  haste  of  de- 
bate, but  upon  dear  reflection.  He  believed  that 
the  scheme  of  tunnelling  that  nill  was  an  extrav- 
agant scheme  for  a  water  supply  which  it  is  now 
being  attempted  to  toist  upon  the  city.  Inside 
and  on  top  of  it  there  are  speculator's  who  are 
bouna  to  filch  the  city  treasury.  This  moposition 
for  us  to  consider  comes  lightfully  from  his  honor 
the  Mayor,  and  he  honored  him  for  the  feeling 
which  inspired  the  message.  But  the  scheme  it- 
self is  nothing  else  than  a  -peculation,  and  before 
another  week  shall  have  passed  away  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  reveal  the  facts  as  they  are.  The  city 
should  not  be  humbugged  by  speculators  if  his 
humble  voice  can  be  raised  in  protest  against  it. 
If  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
is  carried  out,  i.he  best  interests  of  the  people  will 
be  subserved.  So  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  he  would  raise  his  voice  against  such 
schemes  for  speculation  as  the  Sudbury  River 
and  such  collateral  projects  as  this  tunnel." 

Now  he  savs  there  are  speculators  about;  and, 
although  the  language  is  strong,  yet  in  the  light 
of  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  now,  it  is  clear 
that  it  comes  within  the  category  of  speculations 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  '_'!  says  always  lie- 
long  to  every  scheme.  He  says  that  the  charge  of 
speculation  was  general.  The  question  heie  is, 
and  the  foundation  for  the  investigation  is,w  hether 
there  is,  on  the  whole,  with  a  fair  construction 
of  the  words,  and  especially  in  the  light  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  here  —  whether 
there  is  any  more  than  a  statement  that 
this  thing  is  urged  by  people  who  are  to 
be  benefited  and  largely  benefited,  and  bring- 
ing it  within  the  category  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  the  Bunker  Hill  District,  who 
says  they  belong  to  every  scheme,  and  if  only 
that,  he  should  not  ask  for  an  investigation.  It 
seems  to  me.  the  only  construction  to  be  put  upon 
it  is  that.  The  gentleman  says  he  don't  mean  to 
char-e  any  member  of  this  Council  with  fraud. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  never  hear  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  speak  without  increased  respect  for 
the  legal  profession,  and  I  think  what  a  hue  thing 
it  is  when  you  are  upon  your  feet  to  be  able  to  use 
words  in  just  the  form  that  von  want  to  put  them. 
It  is  an  immense  thing  to  do,  and  the  legal  pro- 
fession have  an  immense  advantage  over  us.  I 
simply  want  to  say  one  word.  I  introduced 
this  order,  not  that  I  wanted  to  influence 
the  water  question,  not  that  I  am  bellig- 
erent, for  1  am  one  of  the  most  quiet 
persons  that  ever  lived.  But  I  feel  that  we  have 
been  wronged,  and  it  is  for  the  Council  to  say 
whether  we  have.  1  did  not  refer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  in  so  many  words;  but  we  all 
know  that  he  is  the  person.  I  nave  couched  the 
order  in  respectful  terms,  and  in  the  remarks  I 
made  I  have  said  nothing  wrong.  I  have  not 
charged  that  anything  said  here  has  tended 
to  implicate  the  committee  in  fraud.  No 
man  m  his  senses  believes  that.  Neither  do 
we  rely  upon  anything  said  at  any  one  meet- 
ing. But  throughout  this  entire  year  this  cry  of 
fraud  and  jobbery  has  been  made,  until  it  is  time 
something' should  be  said.  If  the  Council  don't 
think  so,  I  do  not  care. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  read  from  the  proceedings  of  only  one 
meeting.  I  would  like  to  call  his  attention  to 
page  (',2(1,  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting.  I 
hope  this  order  will  pass  ami  that  we  shall  have 
this  investigating  committee,  as  desired  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  On  page  1121),  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says— 

"Because  my  friend  from  Ward  16  does  not 
know  that  there  are  no  jobs  in  the  Sudbury 
scheme  does  not  prove  that  there  are  none.  I 
come  here  to  state  what  I  know,  and  I  say  there  arc 
schemes  of  speculation  in   it,  and  have  been  from 


[Mr.  West],  said- 

"If  there  are  jobs  in   that  or  (diaries  River  I 
don't  propose  to  go  for  either.    Now  the  gentle- 


man from  'Ward  5  said,  a  few  weeks  ago,  that 
there  was  a  gigantic  swindle  in  this  Sudbury 
River  scheme,  and  he  promised  to  give  us  the  facts 
and  figures.    1  hope  he  is  able  to  give  them  to  us." 

And  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  replied— 

"He  is." 

Further  down  on  the  same  page,  in  reply  to  a 
remark  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Crocker]  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  says— 

"I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  C  will  de- 
mand an  investigating  committee,  and  demand  of 
the  gentleman  from  \>  aid  5  these  facts,  and  when 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  geis  ready  he  will 
give  them,  and  more  than  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  ever  had  the  In  ain  to  conceive  of." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  all  that  has  been 
said  heretofore  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  in 
regard  to  the  Sudbury  scheme— the  distinct  state- 
ment that  there  is  something  wrong  connected 
with  it;  the  calling  of  it  a  swindle,  specula- 
tion, jobbery,  or  whatever  you  will,  with 
out  reflecting  upon  the  Water  Committee  or 
any  one  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
or  any  citizen  of  the  city,  1  hope  that  this  order 
will  pass,  and  that  we  shall  have  a  full  investiga- 
tion, so  that  whether  we  di  cover  any  fraud  in 
this  Sudbury  scheme  or  not,  the  effect  shall  be 
good  upon  any  other  scheme ;  so  that  no  person 
hereafter  will  attempt,  whenever  we  try  to  get  a 
supply  of  water  from  any  source, to  form  any  plan 
for  def lauding  the  city,  knowing  that  under  the 
guidance  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  the  mat 
ter  will  he  unearthed,  and  a  committee  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  facts  and  details.  I 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  we  shall  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Perkins  ot  Ward  16—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  word,  bv  unanimous  consent  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

The  President- The  gentleman  can  give  a  rea- 
son why  the  main  question  shall  or  shall  not  be 
put. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  will  reread  what  has  been 
once  read  to  the  Council,  because  an 
honorable  member  has  expressed  a  wish 
to  me  that  I  would  repeat  that  which  I 
said.  And  here  I  am  with  Tray,  Blanche 
and  all  the  other  dogs  pitted  against  me.  But 
they  cannot  intimidate  me.  I  cannot  be  intimi- 
dated by  such  doggerel.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  the  main  question  put  now,  because  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  never  used  the  words  "gigantic swin- 
dle" which  have  been  attributed  to  me.  I  never 
used  those  words.  Now  let  me  read  from  page 
528;  [Mr.  Shaw  read  a  part  of  the  second  para- 
graph quoted  by  Mr.  Dean,  beginning  "Inside  and 
on  top  of  it  are  speculators,"  etc.]  Now,  sir,  they 
have  filched  the  city  treasury  within  three  days. 
A  speculator  on  top  of  that  mountain  has,  as  lam 
informed,  received  pay  for  that  speculation.  I 
was  informed  this  very  day  that  that  speculator 
had  received  from  the  Water  Board  his  pay.  Spec- 
ulators !  did  n't  they  stop  the  contractors  from  their 
work?  Was  not  an  injunction  or  -'olnething  of 
that  legal  nature  placed  there  ?  I  don't  want  the 
previous  question  now,  because  I  want  the  facts 
to  be  known.  I  was  informed  that  the  Water 
Board  had  settled  with  the  speculator  today. 
Speculation,  is  it?  Gigantic  swindle,  is  it?  My 
friend  brings  it  up  here,  and  now  1  will  say  to 
the  worthy  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  that  I 
have  never  charged  a  member  of  this  City  Gov- 
ernment with  corruption  of  any  kind.  Such" words 
or  language  cannot  be  found.  Am  I  to  be  brought 
before  this  tribunal  to  be  tried  for  words  which 
have  their  proper  application  in  fact?  Is  that  the 
way,  sir,  that  I  am  to  be  trod  into  the  gutter  and 
•oiitumcly  heaped  upon  me?  God  knows  that  I 
come  here  with  an  honest  purpose,  and  while  I  am 
here  I  will  act  and  speak  with  an  honest  purpose, 
even  though  it  be  my  death  blow.  Heap  contume- 
ly upon  me  by  young  lawyers,  whose  books  and 
writings  I  had  the  honor  to  examine  at  Harvard 
College  while  on  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Overseers,  and  who  arc  young  members 
of  this  Council  today.  Talk  to  me  and  teach  me 
common  sense!  Iain  a  man,  sir,  and  you  may 
bring  down  all  your  contumely  upon  me  that  can 
be  raised  by  Ward  6  anil  the  Bunker  Hill  District. 
Then,  sir,  I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not  be 
call edun til  the  proper  time. 
The  main  question  was  ordered. 
On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading,  Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading— yeas 
86,  nays  7. 


NOVEMBER      19,       1874. 


637 


Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce, 
Bleiler,  Boardinan,  Jinn  kett,  Biown,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Caton,  Cawley,  Collins,  Crocker,  Curtworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey  Davis,  Day,  Denny,  Flatley, 
FlynD,  Fuller,  Coldthwait.  Gordon,  Hicks,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Molev,  Mooney,  Morse,  Page, 
Peabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Sbaw,  Sibley.  Smith.  Sprague.  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  Thacker,  train,  Walbridge,  Warren, 
West,  Whiston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward— 56. 

Nays— Messrs.  Butler,  Crowley,  Dean,  Jennings, 
Loring,  Martin,  Noyes— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Har- 
rington, Hine,  Hunnewell,  Long,  McCarty,  Minot, 
Weston,  Willfuit— 10. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  I  tnink  the  spirit  of  the  Council  has 
been  shown  clearly  by  the  vote  just  taken,  that 
an  investigation  should  fake  place.  The  benefit  of 
having  an  investigation  will  De  to  meet  it  prompt- 
ly. This  matter  has  been  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  a  whole  year;  the 
discussions  have  been  read  and  the  charges 
of  fraud  and  corruption  have  been  made 
throughout  the  year  and  they  have,  of  course, 
been  noticed  by  the  citizens,  an  it  is  cleai  that 
they  must  have  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  in 
discussing  this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council  should  be  set  right  on  this  matter.  If 
there  is  corruption  let  it  be  known,  that  this  Coun- 
cil may  be  relieved  of  the  stain  upon  its  honor  in 
submitting  to  these  charges  dining  the  whole 
year. -and  let  the  Council  be  vindicated  soon.  I 
hope  the  order  will  riot  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
an  investigation  will  be  entered  into  soon. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  desire  to  say  that  the 
settlement  with  a  speculator,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  alluded  to  as  having  been  made, 
was  a  settlement  with  a  gentle-nan  who  asked 
$3000  is  a  speculator,  but  when  he  came  to  deal 
with  honest  men,  such  as  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  and  committee,  he  accepted  $1500, 
which  is  a  very  good  trade  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
Mr.  Loring  "of  Ward  12— I  cannot 'believe  that 
the  Committee  on  Water  or  the  Water  Board 
earnestly  desire  the  passage  of  this  order  for  an 
investigation.  I  therefore  hope  that  no  further 
time  be  taken  up  in  considering  the  matter,  but 
that  it  will  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— This  Council  knows  as 
much  now  as  it  ever  can  know  upon  the  subject; 
all  the  facts  are  before  the  Council  today.  It  ap- 
pears now,  after  all  the  debate,  that  the  only 
charge  was  in  regard  to  speculations  that  were 
spoken  of  bv  the  gentleman  who  moved  for  this 
investigation,  and  which  are  likely  to  occur  in  any 
scheme.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  [Mr. 
West]  spoke  of  some  kinds  of  speculations  that 
accompanied  everything  the  city  did.  The  charge 
of  enormous  fraud  was  in  reference  to  the 
great  expense.  It  is  utterly  impossible  in  the 
nature  of  things,  after  what  has  taken  place  here, 
and  the  disclaimer  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  with  the  statement  that  he  never  had 
charged  a  member  of  the  City  Government  with 
fraud,  and  all  there  is  of  it  is  that  certain  parties 
are  trying  to  reap  benefit  from  it  by  purchasing- 
lands  or  gaining  contracts.  If  you  appoint  an 
investigation  it  will  drop  stillborn.  You  cannot 
state  any  more  than  has  been  stated  here  today, 
and  we  should  not  attempt  to  pass  an  order  that 
will  prove  to  be  y  very  foolish  thing. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  hesitate  in  its  action  upon  this  order.  The 
fact  that  there  is  so  much  squirming  and  shrink- 
ing from  this  investigation  shows  that  there  is 
something  behind  that  will  be  of  value  to  this 
Council  We  are  rot  such  fools  as  to  be  made  to 
believe  that  we  have  heard  nothing  about  fraud 
and  corruption  connected  with  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  or  that  it  can  be  explained  away  by  a  few 
scphistical  words  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  We  all  know  this  scheme  has  been  stigmatized 
as  a  fraud  and  speculation  ;  we  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  has  challenged  an  investiga- 
tion into  his  language.  We  shall  be  wanting  in 
self-respect  to  let  it  drop  stillborn.  Gentlemen 
rise  here,  night  after  night,  and  use  language 
which  may  or  may  not  mean  anything,  and  if  they 
do  it  is  our  duty  to  investigate  it ;  and  if  they 
mean  nothing  it  is  time  we  should  ki.ow  it.  It  is 
time  to  have  an  investigating  committee,  and  let 
them  make  a  report,  and  1  t  the  responsibility 
fall  where  it  belongs.  I  think  we  shall  have  no 
need  of  so  using  up  the  time  of  this  Council  in 


frivolous  talk,  which  I  stigmatize  as  a  disgrace  to 
any  body. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
lie  on  the  table.  I  feel  personally  that  I  am  rest- 
ing under  a  charge,  not  of  being  a  swindler,  but 
that  I  have  been  an  advocate  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  Although  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  that  in  all  its  details  that  scheme  has  been 
overthrown,  I  don't  believe  it  has.  It  has  not,  in 
my  mind.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  I  feel 
that  I  am  resting  under  the  charge  of  having  im- 
positions practised  upon  me,  and  I  don't  choose 
to  rest  under  that  imputation  quietly.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed  tonight,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  it  let  us  know  it. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  will  not  oieviil.  I  believe  it  is 
due  to  the  Water  Board  and  Committee,  and  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  that  all  the  facts  in  this 
case  should  be  investigated,  that  it  be  done 
promptly,  and  that  we  should  get  a  report  as  early 
as  possible.  For  one,  I  should  like  to  have  a  little 
light  upon  this  subject  before  the  city  election, 
and  see  whether  there  is  any  speculation  in  t^ese 
schemes  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says  he 
has  all  the  facts.  He  said  a  few  weeks  since  that 
before  another  week  be  hoped  to  reveal  all  the 
facts.  That  week  has  passed,  and  two  weeks 
more.  I  hope  that  if  he  knows  of  any  fraud  he 
will  give  us  the  facts. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  pass.  We  have  already  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time,  and  I  think  we  have  thorough- 
ly ventilated  this  matter.  I  don't  think  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  thinks  that  an  investigation 
can  show  any  fraud  whatever.  The  ventilation  to- 
night of  words  spoken  in  the  heat  of  debate  is  suf- 
ficient. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Can  I  ask  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  single  word  here  ? 

The  President— By  the  rule  of  the  Council  the 
time  allowed  for  debate  has  expired.  If  no  one 
objects- 
Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  object. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Waid  15—1  object. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  supposed  he  would  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  order  that  the  gen- 
tleman may  have  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  hope  the  question  may  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  because  I  want  to  allow  my  young 
and  virtuous  friend  from  the  Highlands  once  more 
to  brandish  his  feeble  dagger  at  me.  My  case  is 
abundantly  made  out  by  the  admission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Island  Ward  [Mr.  Pease],  and  I 
want  to  call  attention  to  his  statement,  which 
my   whole    case.    [Mr.  Shaw  re-read  the 


of  the  facts  of  the  speculation  admitted.  It  i 
thata  speculator  on  top  of  that  hill  had  gobbled 
up  the  land,  and  stopped  work  there,  and  de- 
manded $30110,  and  they  settled  with  him  for  $1500. 
That  admission  is  too  much.  It  covers  in  princi- 
ple the  whole  of  my  case.  Now  let  my  astute 
voung  friends  put  that  in  their  pipes  and  smoke 
it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  rise  to  a  point  of  or- 
der. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Putnam— The  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  are  not  germane  to  the  question. 

The  President — The  gentleman's  point  of  older 
is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  or- 
dered. I  am  glad  tin' fact  which  covers  my  case 
has  been  stated,  that  a  speculator  on  the  top  of 
that  mountain  demanded  $:;0no  and  the  honorable 
committee  settled  with  him  for  $1500. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered.  The  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  fable  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  and  sent  up.  Subsequently  the  President 
appointed  Messrs.  lloanlman  of  Ward  14,  Loring 
of  Ward  12.  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6  as  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council.  The  President 
stf.ted  that  he  had  by  request  departed  from  the 
usual  custom  of  appointing  the  gentleman  who  of- 
fered the  order. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all. ,  But 
I  expected  nothing  better  from  Bunker  Hill,  after 
what  has  been  said. 

Mr.  Kent— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

FAST  DRIVING  IN  THE  STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  half-oast  eight  was  taken  up, 
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namely,— amendment  to  the  "ordinance"  passed 
for  concurrence  bv  this  Council  on  the  29th  ult., 
"to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,"  so 
as  to  fix  the  rate  of  speed  at  twelve  instead  of 
ten  miles  an  hour  in  Wards  16,  17  and  19.  The 
question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19 
[Mr.  Hunnewell],  who  is  absent,  would  have  said, 
had  he  been  present,  that  the  amendment  did  not 
meet  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  believed  the  constituents  of 
the  gentleman  referred  toaie  in  Brookline,  and 
that  he  was  not  rightfully  a  member  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  moved  to  further  postpone,  and  assign  it  for 
the  next  meeting,  at  half -past  eight  o'clock.  He 
thought  the  houi  too  late  for  discussion. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost— 27  for,  34 
against. 

Mr.  Putnam  favored  adhering  to  the  original 
vote  of  the  Council.  He  had  talked  with  many 
persons  in  the  outlying  wards  who  did  nor  approve 
of  the  amendment.  Another  objection  was  that 
he  did  not  believe  in  passing  a  law  which  was  not 
applicable  to  all  section-  of  the  citv  alike. 

Mr.  Will^utt  of  Ward  17  fully  agreed  with  the 
last  speaker.  As  at  present  constituted,  the  ordi- 
nance proviaes  a  safe  rate  of  speed.  Driving  at 
the  rate  proposed  would  be  dangerous  to  ladies 
who  drive  alone  and  to  children  on  the  street. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  West  thought  ten  miles  a  safe  rate,  though 
if  he  had  a  horse  which  could  n't  go  faster  than 
that  he  would  sell  him.  They  ought  to  legalize 
only  such  a  high  rate  as  would  be  safe. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  subject  had  been  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
fixed  the  rate  as  ten  miles,  thinking  that  as  fast 
as  the  interest  of  the  people  would  permit. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment — 34  for, 
29  against. 

PROPOSED  NEW  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  Coeliituate  Water  Board, 
so  that  the  members  of  said  board  shall  consist  of 
a  president,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and 
appointed  by  the  City  Council,  to  "serve  for  a  term 


of  three  years;  two  citizens  at  large,  to  be  elected 
by  the  City  Council  for  a  term  of  two  years  each; 
onememoerof  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  one 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  to  be  elected  an- 
nually by  the  City  Council,  the  president  to  re- 
ceive such  compensation  for  his  services  as  the 
City  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine, 
and  the  other  members  on  said  hoard  to  serve 
without  compensation. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Denny,  the  ordinance 


was  amended  by  Mr.  Dean,  by  inserting   "to   con- 

expedienc    jot   reporting" 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  by   substituting   "con- 


sider the 


;  and    at  the 


firmed"  for  "appointed." 

Mr.  West  desired  time  to  ascertain  what  provi- 
sion the  new  city  charter  made  for  the  Water 
Board,  and  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dean  explained  the  order  at  some  length, 
advocating'!  h.  necessity  id' reorganizing  the  Water 
Board,  audSalluding  to  the  defeat  of  the  ordinance 
to  establish  the  Boston  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Pease  said  that  ordinance  was  defeated  on 
account  of  a  technical  detect  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Dean  consented  that  the  order  should  lie 
over  in  ordei  that  members  might  look  into  it,  and 
the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DRAINAGE  OF    MYSTIC  BASIN. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  ottered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  and  repoit  upon 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
city  of  lands  upon  which  to  eoiistiuet'storage  res- 
ervoirs, and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  to  either  branch. 

Read  twice  after  an  explanation  by  Mr.  Kent— 
who  said  it  was  offered  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board— and  passed 
and  sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward 
1,  City  Document  94  was  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  the  Joint.  Committee  on 
Water. 

Mr.JNoyesof  Ward  5  moved  that  when  the  Coun- 
cil adjourn  it  be  to  next  Tuesday  evening.  An 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  lbackeit.  was  adopted, 
and  it  was  voted  that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it 
be  to  Friday  evening  of  next  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  Hi,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  and  si 1  ad  journed  to  Friday  even- 
ing, Nov.  27,  at  7%  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    33,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting ;  at   four   o'clock  P.   M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chan  man,  piesiding. 
JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  December 
term  of  the  Tinted  States  District  Court,  and  ten 
additional  traverse  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court, 
second  session.  October  term. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Promotion  in  the  Police  Department— John  H. 

Laskey  for  sergeant  at  Station  2. 

Special  Police  Officer— Charles  W.  Lingley,  for 
Bennington  and  Marion  streets  and  the  vicinity. 

Police  Officer— Albion  Adams. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  Hie  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P.  Havey,  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  cm  1  mdley  avenue,  Ward  17. 

John  O'Hare,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  stable 
for  three  horses  on  Knowlton  street,  Ward  12. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
stable  100  additional  horses  on  Bartlett  street. 
Ward  14. 

Benevolent  Fraternity  of  churches,  remonstrance 
against  the  erection  of  a  stable  on  Dorchester 
avenue  near  their  chapel. 

James  Laughlin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick 
stable  for  eight  horses  on  Pearl  street,  No.  29, 
Ward  21. 

J.  H.Wiggleswnrth,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  additional  horses  on  Fifth  street, 
near  O  street. 

Yeaton  Jenness,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Mareella  street,  No.  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Leander  H.  Jones 
fit  ah,  that  Foundry  street  be  lighted  with  gas. 

Charles  H.  Pinkham  et  ah,  for  street  lamps  on 
Buttonwood  street,  Ward  16. 

Robert  Swan  et  ah,  for  a  lamp  on  Winter  street, 
Ward  li;,  near  Pi  cscntt  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Zircon  Soap  Com- 
pany et  ah,  for  a  sewer  in  Kemble  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviny.  William  R.  Cav- 
anagb.for  leave  to  close  Taylor  street  (Ward  16) 
to  public  travel  for  one  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
straightening  a  building.  [Referred  with  full 
power.] 

Sarah  Contry  et  ah,  for  grade  damages  at  426 
and  4:;0  Saratoga  street. 

To  tin ■  Committer  an  Streets  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Bridget  Kelly,  to  be  paid  for  land  dam- 
ages in  Fast  Lenox-street  extension. 

Martin  Lennon,  to  be  paid    for   land  taken  in 
1867  to  widen  Davis  street,  now  Albany  street. 
HEARING  ON  PROPOSED  LAYING    OF    ADDITIONAL 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  ON  WASHINGTON  AND  OTHER 

STREETS. 

The  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track  in  Wash- 
ington street  from  I'.oylston  to  Milk  street,  and  in 
Milk  street,  through  llawley,  or  Arch  street,  to 
Summer  street,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  no- 
tice for  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Hon.  Harvey  Jewell,  counsel  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  presented  a  petition  in  aid  of  the 
petition  of  that  road,  signed  by  the  proprietors 
and  representatives  of  the  Boston  and  Globe 
theatres  and  the  Music  Hull,  and  many  others 
doing  business  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Jewell  re- 
ferred to  the  order  of  the  Board  directing  the 
Committee  on  Paving  to  make  inquiries  relative 
to  the  running  of  Morse  cars,  and  other  orders 
looking  to  relieving  the  pressure  on  Tremont, 
Washington  street  and  Temple  place,  where  the 
pressure  is  greater  than  ever  before.  A  notice 
was. served  on  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  to  con- 
sider that  order,  ana  they  met  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  and  the  representatives  of 
other  roads.  The  matter  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  the  committee  informed  them  that 
the  best  means  for  such  solution  was  to  take  a 
street  on  the  east  side  of  Washington  street  for 
the  use  of  the  cars,  and  the  present  route  was 
suggested  by  the  committee.  It  was  said  the 
people  Of  South  Boston  would  not  be  satisfied  to 
return  by  Summer  street,  wishing  to  go  by  Post. 
Office  square,  but  they  would  be  satisfied  with  go- 


ing by  Milk  street  and  llawley  street.  The  South 
Boston  and  Metropolitan  companies  were  willing 
to  run  a  portion  of  their  cars  back  by  this  route. 
The  petition  was  drawn  with  the  assent  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  the  plan  was  substan- 
tially recommended  by  them.  The  obstruction 
opposite  the  estate  of  the  late  John  Roessle  had 
heen  removed  since  the  last  fire,  and  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  two  tracks.  The  track  could 
be  laid  to  Summer  street  in  three  days. 

Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the 
South  Huston  Railroad,  being  called  by  Mr.  Jew- 
ell, said  the  street  is  as  wide  as  lieach  s'treet  where 
are  two  tracks,  and  business  is  done  without  trou- 
ble. The  only  solution  of  the  trouble  is  in  two 
tracks  on  Washington  street.  To  build  up  the 
city  the  railroads  must  have  accommodations. 
The  horse  railroad;  have  been  of  great  advantage 
to  the  city.  He  did  not  own  a  share  of  horse  rail- 
road stock  in  the  wot'  i,  although  in  charge  of  the 
South  Boston  Railroad,  and  his  only  interest  was 
in  accommodating  the  people.  The  plan  pro- 
posed would  let  them  run  125  trips  a  day.  They 
could  get  no  freight  if  the  cars  returned 
above  Milk  street.  Tie  horse  railroads  carry 
some  115,000  passengers  daily,  who  ought 
to    have   some   consideration.   The    expenses   of 


Two  tracks  are  an  advantage  in  a 
street;  teams  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  cars  bet- 
ter; he  would  prefer  two  tracks  if  there  was  onlv 
three  feet  between  the  track  and  the  curbstone. 
If  a  team  has  to  back  up  to  the  sidewalk  to  un- 
load the  cars  have  to  stop.  This  plan  will  help 
build  up  the  city.  Where  they  used  to  run  a  car 
nine  trips  a  day  they  run  only  seven  now,  and  if 
this  blockage  keens  on  they  will  have  to  run  onlv 
To  Alderman  Power  he  said  he   thought  the 


blocks  on  Temple  place  and  Tremont  street  would 

be  greatly  relieved. 

tout  they'would  take  12S  c 


His  road  runs  430  trips  a  day, 
the  "circuit'  if  this 
petition  is  granted.  There  is  no  place  on  Wash- 
ington street  where  a  team  cannot  pass  on  each 
side  of  the  cars  if  the  additional  track  is 
laid.  To  Mr.  E.  W.  James,  a  remonstrant, 
he  said  he  did  not  know  how  the  Metro- 
politan road  couli  ran  the  long-line  cars 
to  the  depots  and  give  the  people  any  accom- 
modation, as  the  long-line  cars  would  be  filled 
with  short-line  passengers.  Mr.  Botsford,  a  re- 
monstrant, said  that  there  was  much  more  travel 
in  Washington  street  than  lieach,  and  asked  a 
comparison  of  the  travel  in  the  two  streets.  Mr. 
Johnson  replied  that  the  travel  in  Beach  street 
was  by  heavy  teams  and  harder  to  deal  with  in  re- 
gard to  blocking  t  be  streets  ;  in  Washington  street 
the  teams  could  easily  be  made  to  fall  in  the  line 
of  the  cars.  Mr.  Botsford  asked  if  the  abutters  on 
the  hne  of  the  extension  had  sinned  the  petition, 
and  Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  he  did  not  know. 
Mr.  Johnson  alluded  to  a  healing  several  years 
ago  before  the  Board  in  regard  to  having  two 
tracks  on  Federal  street,  to  which  there  was  great 
opposition,  and  it  was  not  six  months  afterward 
before  the.  gentleman  who  fought  him  the  hardest 
told  him  it  was  the  best  day's  work  he 
[Mr.  J.]  ever  did.  To  Mr.  Putnam  he  said 
it  was  best  to  have  two  tracks  where  there  was 
room  for  two  tracks  and  a  team  on  each  side,  if 
the  business  demanded  it.  South  street  is  the 
narrowest  street  they  have  tracks  in,  and  there  is 
only  one  wagon  in  Boston  which  cannot  pass  their 
cars.  They  can  get  through  the  part  of  Washing- 
ton street  juonosed,  ai.d  not  have  less  than  eight 
feet  on  each  side  of  the  two  tracks,  except  at  Bed- 
ford street,  where  the  distance  on  each  side  is  7. ST 
and  7.45  feet.  The  heaviest,  teams  can  go  between 
the  car  and  curbstone  if  the  track  is  eight  feet  from 
the  curbstone,  and  he  did  not  think  there  are 
ten  wagons  in  Boston  which  would  cause  a  block 
under  such  circumstance:  .  He  thought  Chauncy 
street  would  be  more  inconvenienced  than 
Washington  or  Tremont  street,  and  he  would 
prefer  Hawley  to  Arcn  street;,  for  there  are  not 
so  many  heavy  wholesale  business  firms.  They 
propose' to  run  through  Washington,  Milk,  llaw- 
ley and  Chauncy  streets  about  a  third  of  their 
cars;  they  will  add  more  cars,  of  course,  as  busi- 
ness demands  it,  but  will  not  add  any  this  year; 
they  will  withdraw  some  of  the  cars  from'  the 
"circuit,"  but  (hey  will  have  to  increase  their  eats 
as  passengers  increase.  The  cars  have  to  go 
through  the  business  streets  because  the  passen- 
gers want  to  go  there.  They  used  to  stop  at  Sum- 
mer street,  but  the  passengers  were  all  the  time 
growling,  and  wanted  to  go  farther;  cars  now 
making  seven  trips   used  to  run  fourteen   then; 
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the  shortest  line  he  could  run  was  what  he 
wanted  if  it  accommodated  the  people.  As  busi- 
ness increases  the  cars  will  have  to  increase.  The 
retail  business  always  follows  horse  cars,  and  will 
follow  them  into  Hawley  street,  and  property  will 
be  increased  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  value  there. 
The  people  who  ride  on  horse  cars  are  going  to  be 
accommodated;  the  30.000,000  who  ride  on  cars 
are  pretty  strong,  and  he  pitied  the  man  who  got 
in  their  way ;  he  calculated  to  keep  ahead  of  them ; 
when  they  ask  to  have  a  street  given  up  to  horse 
cars, the  city  will  have  to  consider  their  case.  There 
has  been  a  tremendous  pressure  to  get  this  thing, 
manifested  by  impatience  at  blocks  in  the  streets; 
they  scolded  him  a  great  deal,  though  they  have 
had  no  public  meeting  in  South  Boston  urging  it; 
they  had  petitions  asking  the  raihoad  company 
to  go  down  to  the  new  Post  Office  by  Federal  and 
High  streets;  he  never  expected  to  see  the  time 
when  be  would  have  no  complaints,  but  he  never 
had  bad  so  many  complaints  as  during  the 
past  six  months.  To  Mr.  James  he  said 
it  would  not  relieve  the  matter  by  having  to  go  to 
the  West  End;  if  3000  legal  voter-  asked" him  to  go 
to  the  West  End  he  would  not  want  to  go  there  ; 
they  were  not  chartered  to  go  there  and  wanted 
to  mind  their  own  business.  The  Cambridge  road 
is  obliged  by  law  to  sell  transfer  tickets,  but  they 
do  not. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance  signed  by  J. 
W.  Plimpton  et  al.,  Seth  Robinson  et  al.,  owners 
and  occupants  of  buildings  on  Hawley  street, 
against  the  granting  of  the  petition ;  also  remon- 
strance of  Edward  Wtgglesworth  et  al.,  against 
the  location  of  Metropolitan  Raihoad  ti  acts  in 
Hawley  street. 

Mi'.  E.  M.  Chambeilin  appeared  for  the  owners 
and  lessees  of  the  Adams  Btousej  who  object  to  a 
double  track  on  Washington  street  because  it 
will  give  very  little  room  for  the  hacks  and 
coaches  to  come  to  the  hotel.  The  street  there  is 
thirty  feet  ten  inches  wide,  and  is  narrower  than 
Chauncy  street.  If  the  tracks  are  put  too  close 
together  accidents  will  be  very  frequent.  At  pres- 
ent persons  are  frequently  confused  and  fright- 
ened by  the  great  travel.  The  sidewalks  there  are 
very  narrow,  and  axles  jutting  over  them  put 
people  continually  in  danger.  The  two  tracks  will 
require  at  least  seventeen  feet,  and  allowing  eight 
feet  on  each  side  makes  thirty-three,  which  is 
wider  than  the  street  is.  The  part  of  Washington 
street  near  the  Adams  House  is  the  narrowest, 
and  in  case  of  a  block  there  is  no  way  to  get  free 
except  by  backing  out.  It  seemed  foolish' to  take 
this  narrowest  street  to  relieve  travel  on  wider 
streets.  The  cars  will  stop  at  theatres  for  passen- 
gers, and  that  will  occasion  blocks.  So  there  are 
at  least  two  narrow  points.  Mr.  Chambeilin 
spoke  at  length  of  the  inconvenience  to  the  public 
and  the  danger  from  blocks. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Tuttle  presented  a  list  of  the  princi- 
pal and  largest  lime  doing  business  on  Washing- 
ton street,  on  the  line,  remonstrating  against  the 
granting  of  the  petition. 

*  Mr.  M.  P.  Kennard,  of  the  firm  of  Bigelow,  Ken- 
nard  &  Co.,  regretted  to  appear  before  the  Board 
again  on  this  subject,  as  he  supposed  they  had 
layed  the  evil  spirit  before.  The  petition  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tuttle  included  all  the  firms  on 
the  line.  That  section  of  the  street  is  the  seat  of 
the  retail  trade,  and  would  be  greatly  inconve- 
nienced ;  it  is  full  now,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any 
more  cars  and  teams  can  be  got  into  it.  In  front 
of  his  premises  the  width  is  only  thirty  feet,  leav- 
ing seven  and  a  half  feet  for  wagons  on  each  side 
of  the  tracks,  and  it  would  be  very  serious  to  have 
the  axles  jutting  over  the  sidewalk.  On  mornings 
there  is  a  great  cross  travel  to  the  depots,  and  that 
should  enter  into  the  question.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  business  vortex  of  the  city  shoidd  be  so 
crowded  with  horse  cars,  and  he  thought  there 
were  other  parties  to  be  considered  be.- ides  those 
who  ride  in  the  cars.  To  Mr.  Jewell  he  said  he 
could  expect  some  of  his  customers  to  walk  to  his 
store  instead  of  riding  in  carriages,  but  they  were 
not  all  who  are  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  George  H.  Davis,  of  the  firm  of  Hallet,  Da- 
vis &  Co..  noticed  that  the  petitioners  wanted  to 
accommodate  the  public,  but  did  not  consider 
what  causes  the  blockade.  Opposite  his  store  is 
one  of  the  narrowest  places  on  the  street ;  he 
could  not  unload  a  team  in  less  than  eleven  min- 
utes, and  sometimes  twenty  minutes,  and  a  car 
would  have  to  wait  that  time  if  a  team  were  un- 
loading, and  the  blocks  would  be  greater  than 
now.  There  was  no  comparison  between  the  busi- 
ness of  Beach  and  Washington  streets;  there  are 
no  rear  passages  on    Washington   street,  and  the 


loading  anil  unloading  mustbe  done  in  front.  Be- 
fore Washington  street  was  extended  there  were 
not  one  in  ten  so  many  blockades  as  now;  the 
Street  is  filled  densely  with  teams,  and  the  increase 
has  been  maivellous  during  the  last  six  months. 
They  would  have  to  abandon  their  place  of  busi- 
ness if  the  petitiou  is  granted.  The  business  of 
the  locality  is  increasing  daily.  The  granting  of 
the  petition  would  be  a  great  personal  conven- 
ience to  him,  but  his  business  was  of  more  impor- 
tance than  his  personal  convenience.  To  Mr. 
Jewell  he  said  they  could  get  along  now, 
but  he  did  not  think  a  majority  of  the 
dealers  were  greatly  benefited  by  having 
the     cars     bring     customers     to    their      doors. 

Mr.  Botsf  ord  objected  to  Mr.  Johnson's  remark 
that  Hawley  street  was  not  a  heavy  wholesale 
street,  and  "suggested  that  many  large  firms  on 
Washington  street  use  Hawley  street  as  a  back 
entrance.  He  asked  if  any  large  number  of  the 
people  of  South  Boston  were  present  to  aid  the 
petitions. 

Mr,  Johnson  replied  that  they  regarded  him  as 
their  agent  and  were  not  there.  He  thought  the 
Board  "might  prevent  heavy  teams  from  going 
through  Washington  street. 

Mr.  E.  W.  James  addressed  the  Board,  denounc- 
ing the  Metropolitan  Railroad  for  buying  out  the 
Suffolk  Railroad,  and  making  people  pay  two 
fares  to  go  to  the  South  End  from  the  West  End. 

Alderman  Power  thought  Mr.  James's  remarks 
were  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  question,  and  asked 
if  he  were  a  remonstrant. 

Mr.  James  said  he  was  a  remonstrant,  and  said 
the  Metropolitan  Raihoad  had  alieady  asked  for 
a  location  in  Leverett  street  and  Cambridge  to 
relieve  Tremont  street.  The  people  did  not  want 
all  the  -treet  -  taken  by  the  railroads. 

The  Chairman  called  attention  to  the  subject 
under  discussion,  and  Mr.  James  said  he  did  not 
want  his  children  passing  up  Washington  street 
killed  by  a  railroad  which  stole  the  road  at  the 
West  End.  He  knew  wdiy  they  came  here,  and 
they  were  bound  to  have  what  they  wanted. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Holmes  appeared  for  the  Bordman 
estate  to  object  to  the  granting  of  the  petition.  It 
is  the  largest  thoroughfare  in  the  city,  with  a 
width  of  thirty  to  thirty-two  feet,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  cut  out  a  strip  of  sixteen  feet  from  the 
centre.  If  few  horse  cars  were  going  along 
without  stopping,  the  teams  could  go  along  with- 
out delay,  but  the  cars  stop  so  often  that  the 
teams  have  to  leave  the  rails.  If  you  use  Wash- 
ington street  for  cars,  the  time  wdl  soon  come 
when  the  tracks  are  as  full  as  on  Tremont  street. 
Teams  avoid  the  rails,  and  the  blocks  are  caused 
by  the  cars.  His  estate  has  no  back  entrance  on 
Hawley  street,  and  if  a  team  stops  in  front  it  will 
cause  a  block,  and  cause  difficulty  in  delivering 
goods.  The  heavy  business  firms  would  be 
touched  in  their  pockets;  the  teams  and  travel 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  stores  will  be  in- 
cemmoded.  There  is  no  doubt  this  is  convenient 
for  the  horse  cars,  but  there  are  two  publics,  one 
in  the  cars,  and  one  on  the  streets,  and  the  Board 
must  decide  to  preserve  the  interests  of  each, 
without  seriously  inconveniencing  the  other.  To 
Mr.  Jewell  he  said  he  did  not  believe  the  estate  is 
benefited  bv  the  horse-car  track  being  there. 

Mr.  Shreve,  of  the  firm  of  Shreve,  Crump  & 
Lowe,  at  corner  of  Summer  and  Washington 
streets,  where  travel  is  very  great,  said  that  now 
one  carriage  only  can  stand  m  front  of  his  store 
while  a  car  is  passing;  two  tracks  will  tend  to 
block  the  streets  very  much  where  there  is  not 
much  trouble  now.  To  Mr.  Jewell  he  said  one 
track  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  property, 
and  to  take  the  track  out  would  not  dimmish  the 
value  of  the  store  very  much,  with  a  track  so  near 
on  Tremont  street. "  He  never  remonstrated 
against  laying  the  original  track  in  Washington 
street,  but  had  remonstrated  against  a  double 
track  in  Summer  street  before  it  was  widened. 

Mr.  Long  appeared  for  Jordan.  Marsh  &  Co., 
and  said  they  objected  solely  on  the  ground  that 
the  street  is  not  wide  enough  for  two  lines  of 
tracks;  if  the  street  were  wide  enough  they  would 
not  object.  He  also  considered  that  it  would 
make  it.  dangerous  for  persons  crossing  the  street. 

Mr.  William  E.  Perkins  said  he  supposed  the 
part  of  Washington  .treet  has  been  benefited  by 
the  widening,  and  if  they  proposed  to  take  up  the 
streets,  the  owner  of  the  estate  he  represented 
would  contest  any  assessment  for  betterments  on 
the  ground  that,  the  street  had  not  been    bettered. 

Mr.  Clarke,  bookseller,  objected,  having  many 
customers  who  come  in  carriages,  or  would  come 
if  they  had  a  place  to  stop  their  carriages.    He 
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would  not  give  near  so  uracil  for  a  rental  if  a 
double  track  is  laid. 

Mr.  Palmer  of  Palmer.  Bachelder&  Co.  Thought 
a  second  track  would  interfere  with  the  standing 
of  carriages  in  front  of  the  stores. 

Mr.  Kennard  alluded  to  the  parallel  case  of 
Broadway.  Xew  York,,  where  it  had  been  the 
policy  to  keep  the  horse-car  tracks  out  of  the 
large  retail  street. 

Mr.  Johnson,  recalled  by  Mr.  Jewell,  said  that 
at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  "tt  ashington  streets 
there  is  a  continual  stream  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
men passing,  and  they  had  rever  hurt  one  yet. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Currer  the  petition  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

JTXDDLESEX    BATLKOAD    LX  HAYJIARKET  SQUABE. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
for  leave  to  use  the  old  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  in  Haymarkec  square,  was  considered  ou 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  Mid ile-es  Rail- 
road, explained  the  location  asked  for.  it  being 
supposed  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  would 
take  it  originally:  but  it  appears  that  thev  do  not 
want  it,  while  the  Middlesex  Railroad  do'need  it, 
and  without  it  they  could  not  get  their  cars  ou  to 
the  track  in  the  extension  of  "Washington  street. 

Mr.  Jew  ell,  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, assented  to  the  proposition,  which  was 
merely  to  change  the  ownership  of  a  small  piece 
of  track.  200  feet  in  length,  to  those  to  whom  it 
really  belonged. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  was  granted.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  the  rote  granting  the 
petition  was  reconsidered,  and  the  petition  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  that  a 
regular  order  of  location  may  be  reported. 

nSTESISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Burroughs  street.Ward  IT.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  on 
southwest  corner  of  "Washington  and  School 
streets,  w  ard  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Francis  street  north  of  Brookline 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,  $4000.    Passed. 

PAPERS    FBOM    THE    COJSQIOX  COUNCIL     FOB   COX- 

CTEEESiE. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  Leavitt  and  Mary  R.  Gib- 
bens.   Severally  referred. 

Report  nominating  Edward  A.  White  and  L. 
Miles  Staudrsh  as  members  of  the  Cochituate  "Wa- 
ter Board  for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
May  last,  and  certificate  of  election  of  Messrs. 
Standish  and  "White  as  members  of  the  Cochituate 
"Water  Board  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  election  be 
postponed  for  one  week,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  Aldeiman  Hall  said  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  a  first-rate  man  would  accept  the  position- 
one  that  the  Board  would  probablv  choose  unani- 
mously. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  procure  bonils  for  the  convevance  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  storage  basins  o'n  Mystic 
River.    Passed. 

Order  to  take  from  the  files  (Citv  Doc.  No.  94} 
the  report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  on  sewerage 
of  the  towns  on  borders  of  Mystic  Lake,  and  to 
refer  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Passed. 

Communication  from  the  Cirv  Solicitor  on  the 
titles  to  the  public  property  in'Ward  19.  Placed 
on  file. 

THE  ALLEGED   FBAITJS  EN  THE  SfDBl'BY  SCHEME. 

An  order  came  up  tor  a  joint  special  committee 
Mt-i-.  Boardman,  LoriDg  and  Kimball;  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  of  alleged  fraud  in  connection 
with  the  Sudbury  River  project. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Peter>— I  shall  vote  against  thi- or- 
der for  the  reason  that  it  is.  as  I  understand  it.  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  other  branch  to  gag  a 
somewhat  loquacious  member,  and  that  it  is  also 
an  attempt  to  draw  this  Board  of  Aldermen  into 
this  affair.  No  charge  of  fraud,  that  1  ever  heard 
of,  has  ever  been  made  in  this  body,  and  no  charge 
of  fraud  hao  been  made  in  this  building  bv  any- 
body whose  accusations  it  is  worth  the  while  of 
the  City  Council  to  investigate.    If.  however,  the 


Common  Council  wish  to  investigate  any  l 
less  charges,  let  them  do  it;  or  if  there  'are  some 
well-grounded  charges  to  make,  let  them  be  made, 
and  not  this  frivolous  talk ;  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen should  not  be  brought  into  it  at  all.  The 
Common  Council  should  appoint  its  own  commit- 
tees for  the  investigation  of  charges  against  its 
own  members. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  shall  vote  for  this  order 
out  of  courtesy  for  the  other  branch,  who  ask  for 
(Jus investigation,  and  who  would  not  do  so  if  it 
were  not  proper.  It  relates  to  the  conduct  of  one 
of  their  members,  they  ask  it,  and  therefore  out 
of  courtesy  to  them  I  shall  vote  it. 

Alderman  Brooks— Certainly  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  I  should  be  very  glad  to  vote  for  this  or- 
der; but  it  will  be  just  so'much  money  and  time 
thrown  away.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any 
charges  brought  on  which  we  should  enter  into 
such"  an  investigation.  I  think  it  useless  and 
frivolous.  If  the" other  branch  have  charges,  and 
wish  to  investigate  chem,Iknow  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  do  so:  but  I  think  that  no  charges 
have  been  made  in  this  branch.  I  hope  the  order 
will  not  pass,  because  I  assume  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water  Commit- 
niittee  are  above  such  insinuations  as  are  said 
to  have  been  made,  and  above  anything  that 
would  seem  to  be  insinuared  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  it"  is  very  proper  that 
this  order  should  pass,  for,  if  I  understand  the 
matter  rightly,  the  charges  of  fraud  are  made 
against  the  City  Government  and  the  Mayor,  al- 
though it  was  qualified  somewhat  in  the  Mayor's 
case  and  put  in  the  way  of  a  mistake,  or  ratherthat 
he  had  been  deceived  or  imposed  upon.  So  far  as 
the  Mayor  is  concerned  it  was  said  to  be  a  matter 
of  deception,  lut  so  far  as  the  rest  of  the  City 
Government  is  concerned,  they  were  charged  with 
being  engaged  in  fiaudultnt  practices,  or  actuated 
by  improper  motives  in  pressing  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme.  Unfortunately  there  is  quite  a 
large  class  of  people  in  this  city  who  do  not  know 
the  author  of  those  statements':  if  they  knew  him 
I  would  consider  such  an  investigation  a  waste  of 
time  and  money.  But  they  do  nor  know  him,  and 
therefore  I  think  the  order  had  better  pass,  that 
the  public  may  know-  who  the  author  is. 

Alderman  Peters— I  merely  wish  to  say  that  the 
man  against  whom  this  order  is  directed  ex- 
pressly "disclaimed,  iu  the  Common  Council  at  the 
last  meeting,  that  he  had  any  idea  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government,  or  any  one  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  city,  had  been  guilty  of  fraud. 

Alderman  Brooks— To  sav  that  the  author  of 
those  statements  should  be  known  is  a  very  -lim 
reason  for  this  Board  to  pass  the  order.  It  is  a 
very  -lim  thing  indeed  if  we  have  got  to  pass 
orders  to  make"members  of  the  Common  Council 
known.  Certainly,  I  think,  the  public  have  had 
as  good  a  chance'  to  know  all  the  facts  as  they 
will  after  an  investigation  by  this  Board.  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  did  not  iutend  to  say  any- 
thing about  this  matter  todav.  but.  as  the 'Com- 
mittee on  Water  are  implicated,  and  as  the  whole 
City  Council  are  more  or  less  reflected  upon,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  having  the 
order  pass. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  7, 
navs  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Cutter,  Emory, 
Power.  Pi'e.-cntt.  Stebbin: — 7. 

Nays- Aldermen  Brooks.  H.ill,  Harris,  Peters, 
Worthington— 5. 

The  Chairman  joined  Aldermen  Power  audPres- 
cott  to  said  committee. 

JAIL   EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  S1943.13  for  jail  expenses  for 
November.    Ordered  paid. 


The  bonds  of  J 
-t.il.lc-.  being  pr< 
Treasurer,  were  ; 


ne  and  others,  cou- 
certified  by  the  City 
the  Board. 


AXXEXATIoX   or   WINTIIROP. 

Notice  was  received  of  petition  of  David  P. 
Mathews,  resident  and  taxpayer  of  Winthrop.  to 
the  Legislature,  that  said  town  either  be  annexed 
to  Boston  or  made  a  part  of  Middlesex  County. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters and  -ent  down. 

OFFER   OF  Sri'lilltV    UIVER  WATER. 

The  following  was  received,  read,  referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water,  and  sent  down : 


NOVEMBER       2  3,       1874. 
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Office  of  Essex  Ooipan-v.  i 
Boston,  Nor.  20th.  1874. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb.  Mayor  of  Boston  :  Dear 
Sir— In  behalf  of  The  Esses  Company,  the  owners 
of  the  water  power  at  Lawrence,  which  is  in  part 
supplied  by  the  Sudbury  and  Concord  rivers,  I 
wish  to  say  that  we  assent  to  the  diversion  of  the 
water  from  the  Sudbury  into  Lake  Cochituate  in 
the  present  emergency,"  and  for  the  purpose  of  fill- 
ing the  lake  during  the  present  winter,  and  will 
make  no  claim  for  damages  for  such  temporary 
diversion.  This  assent,  however,  to  be  without 
detriment  to  th<»  rights  of  the  Essex  Company  in 
case  the  city  should  hereafter  proceed  with  what 
is  known  as"  the  "Sudbury  River  plan:'  for  a  per- 
manent supply.    Very  respectfully, 

Tour-  obedient  servant, 

Charles  S.  Siorro-w, 
Treasurer  of  Essex  Company. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
the  Cochituate  "V\  ater  Board. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  0>~  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  New  England 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  corner 
Milk  and  Congress  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting on  Monday,  Dec.  14.  at  4  P.  M. 

COMAtcXICATIONS  FBOM  CIIV  OFFICERS. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Communication  rep- 
resenting that  the  present  time  is  considered  the 
most  favorable  for  contracting  for  pipes,  and  re- 
questing authority  to  contract  at  once  for  the  de- 
livery of  water  pipes  and  appurtenances  to  the 
amount  of_ -8100,000.  payment  therefor  to  be  made 
in  May,  18i5.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water  and  sent  down. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting for  concurrent  action  of  the  City  Council 
a  resolve  and  order  (City  Document  No.  987), 
for  the  widening  of  Shawniut  avenue  from  Lenox 
to  Roxbury  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  853,- 
349.65.  the  damages,  etc.,  to  the  estates  taken  be- 
ing given  in  the  schedule  annexed: 

Number    Square  Total  am't 

Estates. 

John  Lamb.       cor.  Lenox  st.  273 

Samuel  G.  Reed,            622  573 

Michael  Freeman,         624-6  118 

Benjamin  F.  Grisgs.     623  65 

John  McBarron,             630  56 

Unknown  owners,      passage,  30 

Benjamin  F.  Griggs,     6-34  73 

•  Toliii  Mi  B.u-ri.n.             636-8  81 

Heirs  of  Sam'l  A.Wav,  644  to  652  lr- 

Dennis  F.  Flagg,            663  177 

Aaron  Kingsbury,          667-9  227 

Sarah  A.  Morse,              671  108 

Nathan  Morse,               673  110 
Hubert  ^imi  if 'ii.  cor. Windsor  st.  532 

Rufus  Estabrook,  "    Sterling  st.  133 

Lucinda  M.  Avery,         697  41 

lijn rut-  1'.  French,          699  37 

Alden  Avery,                  701-3  64 

Heirs  Taos.  Marshall,  705  27 

William  Bleaklev,         707  25 

Charles  H.  Havden.   Tin  to  721  75 

L.  G.  Parmelee,  cor.Williams  st.  63* 

Herman  W.  Young,          "  447 

Phcebe  Daniels,             726  343 

ferae!  Hue-kins.              734  342 
■  .  ••    ■■  - .    -    -  :      "  :■ 

Arthur  Libbv,  738  307 

W.  and  A.  Bacon,  c.  Buggies  St.  1506 

William  F.  Bell.  758  382 

Edwin  B.  Jenness,  764-8  547 

M.  and  P.  A.  Bilev.  770  211 

John  Good,  774  272 
Joseph  B.  Sharland 

and -others,  776-82  518 

Edward  F. Litchfield,   7S4  271 

Caroline  Homer,  788  191 

W.  S.  Cordingley,  792  143 

Unknown  owners,       passage,  55 
John  Griggs, 


S4.00  81,242.00 

"  2.50  1,432.50 

2.75  324.50 

2.75  178.75 

2.75  1-54.00 

2.75  208.75 

2.75  222.75 

2.25  243.00 

2.50  442.50 

2.25  510.75 

2.25  243.00 

2.50  275.00 

2.30  1,223.60 

2.35  312.55 

2.56  102.50 

2.25  83225 

2.25  144.00 

2.25  60.75 

2.25  56.2-5 

2.25  188.75 

2.50  4,097.50 

2.75  1,259.25 

2.50  1,057.50 

2,50  1,355.00 

2.25  2,510.00 

2.00  3,064.00 

2.00  3,052.00 


951.50 
494.25 

S4-.25 
3h1.mii 


ist.    423 
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John  J.  Dowd,    cor.  Veruor 
Hiram  Johuson,  806 

Joseph  Ham,  757 

Fran'-is  J.  Abele,  759 

Daniel  Clark,  763 

John  Rogers,  767 

Ernil  F.  Ackennan,  771 
German  M.E.Church,  777 
W.  H.  Palmer.  vacant, 

W.  R.  Howe,  7S7-9 

Ann  Yanier,  793  zv, 

CvnthiaW.Batchelder.795  218 

John  Moore.        cor.  Yernon  st.    451 
Reuben  M.  Stackpole,    "  1,911 

William  Minot,       car  stable,       903 
H»race  B.  Sargent,   cor.  Rox- 
bury st.  2,279 


230 


160.00 
69250 
116.00 

196.50 
221.25 
261.51) 

402.00 
345,00 

..72.25 
392.25 
411.50 

2,-;:.5ti 

7. '27.5U 
1.-H6.M0 


PAVESG. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows  : 

Report  recommending  that  so  much  of  petitions 
of  Robert  Simpson  et  o.L,  for  a  crossing  and  lamps 
on  Warren  and  Maywood  streets,  and  Cyrus  Baker 
et  o.l.,  for  sidewalks  and  lamps  on  portions  of 
Third  and  M  streets,  as  refers  to  lamps,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Accepted 
and  reference  ordered. 

Report  recommending  that  permission  be  grant- 
ed to  "William  Makepeace  et  al.  to  set  out  trees  in 
front  of  estates  Nos.  3  and  5  Allston  street,  "Ward 
4.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  for  a  lo- 
cation in  Columbus  avenue.    Accepted.  " 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Eliza  Reddv.  815  Rubies  street.  .8300:  John  F. 
Kellev,  291,"  293,  295  Eustis  street,  -8300.  Severally 
read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  Patrick  Kel- 
lev to  remove  or  set  back  within  ten  days  the 
fence  which  projects^ over  the  line  of  the  street  in 
front  of  his  estate,  !No.  58  East  Newton  street,  and 
in  default  thereof  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  hereby  directed  to  remove  said  fence  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  owner  of  said  estate. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  given  to  Manley 
Howe  to  place  a  lamp  post  in  the"  sidewalk  oppo- 
site No.  374  Broadway.  South  Boston,  upon  condi- 
tion that  he  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
savins  the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs,  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account 
of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  placing  or 
maintaining  of  said  lamp  post  in  said  sidewalk; 
also  upon  condition  that  he  shall  remove  said 
lamp  post  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cose  of  sidewalks  and  edge- 
stones  in  the  following-named  streets,  with 
accompanying  orders  for  the  proportionate 
assessment  upon  and  collection  of  the  same 
from  the  persons  named  in  said  sched- 
ules: Marlborough  street,  between  Dartmouth 
and  Gloucester,  edgestones,  §548.77:  Dudley 
street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Dennis 
street.  8984.01:  Ruggles  street,  between  Tremont 
and  Parker  street,  sidewalks,  81019.04:  Winthrop 
street,  near  Warren  street.  -8217.92.  sidewalks: 
Fourth  street,  between  N  and  P  streets,  sidewalks, 
-81234.03;  Fourth  street,  corner  of  &  street.  -869.72, 
sidewalks  :  Dorehe-ter  street,  between  Eighth  and 
Sixth  streets,  sidewalks,  8447.04:  First  street,  cor- 
ner of  Dorchester  avenue,  sidewalk:-.  860.09;  Old 
Harbor  street  and  Eighth  street,  sidewalks.  8242.28; 
White  street,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam,  side- 
walks, 8893.88.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

STREET  DAJIAGES. 

By  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
following : 

Orders  to  pav  for  street  damages  as  follows: 
Abbie  Pond,  widening  Dale  street.  -8160.80:  Wil- 
liam Sheafe,  814.208.60,  for  land  taken,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  widening  Federal  street, 
said  amount  having  been  awarded  bv  a  referee, 
8100  being  for  the  services  of  said  referee.  Sev- 
erally read  once. 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to 
Alpheus  'Hardy  an  agreement  signed  by  him  as 
trustee  under  date  of"  December  9.  1872.  wherein 
he  obligate?  himself  to  pay  to  the  city  of  Boston  a 
portion  of  the  rent  received  from  the  buildings  on 
an  e-tate  repre-ented  by  him  -landing  within  the 
lines  of  "Washington  street  extended  to  Haymar- 
ket  square — upon  said  Hardy,  trustee,  giving  to 
the  city  a  release  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor 
of  all  claims  of  his  estate  for  additional  land  taken 
and  other  damages  occasioned  by  the  said  exten- 
sion of  Washington  street  beyond  there,  for  which 
he  ha*  already  had  a  settlement  with  the  city- 
Read  once. 

PERMITS  FOR   STABLES  A>"T>  CEET.ARS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  ~~  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports as  follows : 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  permits 
to  erect  stables  as  follows:  Charles  D.  Beekford. 
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105  New  Heath  street;  Roger  Drury,  Terrace 
street;  Albert  Howe,  Market  street',  Ward  19; 
W.  T.  McCniinack,  Lamartine  street,  Ward  17; 
Joel  Knight  &  Co.,  141-149  Medford  street;  Sam- 
uel Austin,  North  avenue,  Ward  16;  E.S.John- 
son, Reed  street;  Charles  A.  Green,  on  small 
street  leading  from  Savin  Hill  avenue;  E.  Chip- 
man,  Malvern  street,  Ward  16.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petitions 
for  leave  to  maintain  cellars  below  grade  by 
Adoniram  Curtis,  Kit  East  Dedhain  street;  heirs 
of  William  Brighain.  in  tear  lor,::  Washington 
street;  also  report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
Theodore  L.  Savony  for  leave  to  occupy  basement 
of  Paine  Memorial  Building  for  boiler  and  storage 
purposes,  provided  the  same  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  said  committee.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelovv,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

billiard  License  Granted— Charles  D.  Leckie, 
1557  Washington  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— John  O.  Wiggin,  658 
Washington  street;  Howe,  Elton  &  Co.,  171  Tre- 
mont  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Dean  Proctor  &  Co. 
(transfer);  Sargent  &  Co.,  four  wagons.  33  Court 
square;  James  Robbins,  comer  Oak  street  and 
Harrison  avenue;  Joshua  Egin,  49  Leverett 
street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Edward  F.  Mc- 
Avev,  to  give  variety  entertainment  at  Fedcrhen'* 
Hall,  Dec.  8,  provided  no  sparring  exhibition  is 
allowed. 

Victuallers"  Licenses  Granted— Charles  A.  Hac- 
ket,  116  Dorchester  street:  Charles  Phillips,  61 
Essex  street;  Charles  .M.Sanborn,  121  Harrison 
avenue;  A.  Tomfohrda,  28  Hanover  street;  H.  Lit- 
tlefield,  149  Court  street ;  Frank  Pierce,  61 ',.,  1  Hack- 
stone  street;  M.  E.  Shorey,  86  luion  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Henry  I.  Lefevre, 
1453  Ticmont  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Sands  &  Sar- 
gent, 737  Washington  street;  George  L.  Rumph, 
322  Washington  street ;  James  I'eaice,  corner  H 
and  Eighth  streets;  John  Povnton,  28  Merriniac 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  buildings,  submitted 
reports  with  orders  authorizing  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  as  follows:  Haley,  Morse  &  Co., 
Maverick  street ;  Kellv  &  Moonev,'  Ashton  place; 
Albeit  Howe,  Market  street,  Ward  19;  Henry 
Dudley,  Green  street,  Ward  16.  The  orders  were 
severally  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

Also  report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  peti- 
tion of  Charles  D.  Piekford,  for  leave  to  erect 
wooden  building,  as  said  building  will  not  exceed 
the  legal  dimensions.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

WATEB  SUPPLY  AKD  DRAINAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  reports  and   orders   as  follows: 

Report  in  pari  on  petition  of  John  C. Pratt  et 
al.,  and  G.  Winthrop  Coffin  etcU.,  in  relation  to 
furnishing  a  supply  of  pure  water  for  West  Rox- 
hury  and  Brighton,  by  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order.  Under  an  order- 
passed  sometime  ago,  the  City  Engineer  is  making- 
surveys  for  the  extension  of  the  water  works  in 
those  districts,  and  if  a  contract  is  made  now  the 
pipes  can  be  delivered  and  laid  without  delay 
next  year.      The  price  of  iron  is  very  low  at  the 

E  resent  time,  and  it  is  probable  that  much  more 
avorable  terms  can  be  made  now  than  could  be 
made  next  spring: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pipes  and  other  material  required,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and 
19;  the  expen.se  ol  said  pipes  and  oilier  materials 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  sj<200,000. 

Ordered, That  the  Treasurer  lie  authorized  to  bor- 
row, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, a  sum  not  exceeding  S200.(i»(>,  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  water  pipes  and  other  material 
for  the  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and  19. 

Referred,  oh  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  and  sent  down. 

Report  in  response  to  order  requesting-  the  con- 
sideration of  expediency  of  authorizing  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  to  procure  bonds  for  conveyance 
of  land,  etc.,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 


Ordered,  That  tin;  Mystic  Water  Board  he  au- 
thorized to  procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  to 
the  city  of  such  lands  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  City  Engineer  for  the  location  of  a  storage 
reservoir  in  the  .Mystic  Valley,  and  report  thereon 
to  the  City  Council ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  Mystic  Water  Department. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

Reporton  communication  ol  Mystic  Walei  Board 
in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  sewer  for  the 
drainage  of  the  Mystic-  \  alley, thatanorder having 
been  already  passed  by  the  City  Council,  request- 
ing the  Mayor  to  join  the  other  municipal  corpora- 
tions interested  in  a  petition  for  authority  to  build 
such  a  sewer,  it  is  necessary  that  surveys  and  esti- 
mates should  he  made  by  the  City  Engineer  in 
season  to  be  s  ubmitted  to  the  next  General  Court. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized 
to  prepare  surveys  and  estimates  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  to  furnish  dr  linage  for  the  towns 
of  Woburn,  Stouehain,  Winchester  and  Medford. 
and  to  convey  away  the  impurities  which  now 
discharge  into  Mystic  Pond;  the  expense  of  pro- 
curing 'the  same'  to  be  charged  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Department,  and  the  bills  to  be  approved 
bv  the  Mystic  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— Have  not  surveys  al- 
ready been  made  on  that  plan? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  .Mystic  Water  Board 
ha\e  already  submitted  a  report  of  a  survey  made 
by  engineers  employed  by  them,  and  the  cost  of  a 
sewer  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  Mystic  Lake; 
but  the  Hoard  and  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water 


their  hearty  concurrence. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

Report  on  communication  of  General  B.  F.  But- 
ler, in  relation  to  the  temporary  use  of  Sudbury 
River  water,  that  having  ascertained  from  the 
City  Solicitor  that  thort  is  no  legal  objection  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  offer,  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  tne  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  he 
authorized  to  obtain  the  assent  in  writing  of  all 
the  parties  owning  rights  or  privileges  in  the  wa- 
ters of  Sudbury  River  for  the  diversion  of  said 
waters  into  Lake  Cochituate  for  the  use  of  the  city 
of  Boston  during  such  period  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  bv  the  said  owners  and  the  said  Water  Board  ; 
and,  upon  the  assent  of  all  the  owners  as  afore- 
said, the  Cochituate  Water  Board  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  divert  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River 
into  Lake  Cochituate  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
deem  expedient;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Depart- 
ment. 

Read  twice,  passed  and  sent  down. 

SITE  FOR  THE  PROPOSED  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Emery  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  County  Buildings,  who  were 
directed  to  select  and  submit  to  this  Board  a  suit- 
able site  for  a  new  Court  House,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following  report :  In  a  former  report  the 
committee  stated  that,  no  argument  was  necessary 
to  demonstrate  the  need  of  additional  and  im- 
proved accommodations  for  the  municipal  and 
county  courts  located  in  this  city.  The  present 
Court' House  in  Court  square  covers  an  area,  on 
the  ground  floor,  of  about,  twelve  thousand  square 
feet.  The  main  portion  of  tin-  building  was  erect- 
ed between  1831  and  1836;  and  it  was 
enlarged  to  its  present  dimensions  by 
the  extension  of  the  southerly  end  in  1859.  The 
rapid  increase  in  the  amount  of  business  trans- 
acted by  the  courts  soon  led  to  a  demand  for  fur- 
ther accommodations,  and  in  1S67  the  City  Council 
petitioned  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
lands  for  the  location  of  a  new  building.  The 
necessary  authority  was  promptly  granted,  and  an 
eil'ort  was  made  to  fix  upon  a  sin'  that  year.  The 
northerly  end  of  Pemheiton  square  seemed  to  he 
regarded  with  the  most  favor,  and  plans  were 
made  for  the  location  of  a  building  in  that  place; 
but,  as  the  matter  had  not  been  worked  out  in  all 
its  details,  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 

In  1868  the  Committee  on  Public  Ihtildings  on 
the  part  of  the  Aldermen  made  an  elaborate  re- 
port, in  favor  of  furnishing  the  desired  accommo- 
dations bv  remodelling  and  enlarging  tin  present 
building  at.  an  estimated  expense  of  ¥191,000.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  additional  room  fur- 
nished bv  the  proposed  alterations  would  only 
answer  the  requirements  of  the  courts  for  a  veiy 
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short  time,  and  the  project  was  accordingly  aban- 
doned. 

No  further  action  was  taken  until  1871,  when, 
upon  the  earnest  representations  of  the  then 
Mayor,  Mr.  Gaston,  as  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding; better  accommodations  for  the  courts 
and  juries,  a  committee  of  the  Aldermen 
recommended  the  taking  of  the  estates  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  between  Temple  and  Hancock 
streets,  and  the  lands  adjoining  occupied  by  the 
Beacon  Fill  Reservoir.  Before  any  action  was 
taken  upon  the  recommendation  a  communication 
was  received  from  the  Water  Board  stating  that 
the  reservoir  might  be  required  again,  in  case  of 
emergency,  to  supply  the  high  service  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  The  subject  was  thereupon  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council.  In  the  following 
year  (1872),  just  previous  to  the  great  tire,  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  reservoir  site,  so  called,  and 
stated  that  arrangements  had  been  made  with  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  which  obviated  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  the  reservoir  any  longer.  In  view 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  tire  of  Nov.  9,  no 
further  action  was  taken  upon  the  subject  during 
that,  and  the  following  year. 

This  brief  statement  of  the  action  heretofore 
taken  upon  the  subject  is  sufficient  to  show  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  question  is  pre- 
sented at  this  time. 

It  is  evident  that  any  location  distant  from  the 
present  centre  of  business  and  the  public  build- 
lrgs  would  not  be  regarded  with  favor;  that  being 
the  case,  the  number  of  eligible  sites  is  quite  lim- 
ited. It  has  been  suggested  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  that  suitable  accommoda- 
tions could  be  provided  for  many  years 
to  come  and  at  comparatively  small  expense  by 
closing  against  the  pa-sage  of  vehicles  the  en- 
trances from  Court  street  into  Court  square,  tak- 
ing the  buildings  on  the  easterly  and  westerly 
sides  of  the  square  for  judges'  rooms,  clerks*' 
offices,  e*c,  and  remodelling  the  present  Court 
House. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  examination,  that 
such  an  arrangement  would  be  very  expensive, 
and  that  it  would  be  far  from  satisfactory  to  the 
officers  of  the  courts.  It  should  be  borne'in  mind 
that  if  a  new  building  is  furnished,  the  present 
Court  House,  which  is  probably  worth  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars,  can  be  sold  or  part  of  it  occupied  by 
the  city,  iu  connection  with  the  City  Hall,  and 
part  of  it  leased.  A  large  annual  expense  is  in- 
curred by  the  city  in  paying  rents  for  offices  out- 
side of  the  City  Hall  which  could  be  more  conven- 
iently accommodated  in  the  Court  House  as  soon 
as  other  provision  is  made  for  the  courts. 

The  site  to  which  the  Government  of  1867  gave 
special  attention,  viz.,  that  at  the  northerly  end  of 
Pemberton  square,  contain-  about  47.00(1  square 
feet.  The  assessors'  valuation  of  the  lands  with 
the  buildings  and  other  fixtures  thereon  amounts 
to  about  $500, 000.  It  was  proposed  that  the  front 
of  the  building  should  be  on  Peuiberton 
square,  and  the  rear  on  Howard  street.  The 
grade  of  the  street  is  about  twenty  feet  lower 
than  the  square  ;  and  the  ulans  provided  for  the 
location  of  the  criminal  courts  in  the  basement. 
with  the  entrance  from  the  street.  The  objections 
to  this  location  were  stated  in  the  report  of  1871, 
as  follows : 

"It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  criminal 
court  rooms  should  be  located  so  as  to  give  the 
freest  admission  to  light  and  air.  This  point  was 
dwelt  upon  with  great  earnestness  by  somejof  the 
judges  and  clerks  who  have  had  a  long  experience 
in  these  courts.  A  large  amount  of  space  is  re- 
quired to  accommodate  the  witnesses,  sometimes 
as  many  as  five  or  six  hundred  each  day,  most  of 
them  in  a  very  uncleanly  state,  who  are  called 
before  the  grand  jury  of  the  Superior  and  Munici- 
pal courts.  In  order  to  give  a  proper  entrance  tor 
such  a  large  number  of  persons,  and  facilities  for 
receiving  and  sending  off  prisoners,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  widen  Howard  street;  and  the  conse- 
quence would  be  that  a  large  amount  of  heavy 
travel  between  Bowdoin  square,  Scollay  square 
and  Hanover  street  would  pass  over  this  street  in- 
stead of  Court  street.  The  space  allowed  for 
showing  the  front  of  the  building  on  Pemberton 
square  is  only  about  seventy  feet,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  facade  would  be  hidden  from  view  by 
the  buildings  on  the  easterly  and  westerly  sides.'"' 

Another  location  was  proposed  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Pemberton  square,  extending  through  to 
Somer.-et  street.  The  assessors'  valuation  of 
34,550  square  feet, with  the  buildings  thereon, 
amounts  to  $500,000.  The  principal  objection  against 


this  site  is  the  difference  in  grade  between  the 
front  and  rear.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
the  building  front  on  the  square,  which  is  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  below  Somerset  street, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  in  that  case  to  make  any 
satis factoiy  arrangements  for  the  criminal  courts. 
The  attention  of  this  committee  has  been  particu- 
larly directed  to  the  site  on  the  corner  of  Beacon 
and  Somerset  streets.  The  assessors'  valuation 
the  present  year  of  a  lot  containing  43,432  square 
feet,  bounded  l i.v  Beacon  street,  Somerset  street, 
A-hburton  place  and  Freeman  place,  is  $030,000. 
The  valuation  of  a  lot  containing  43.010  square 
feet,  bounded,  by  Beacon  street.  Bowdoin  street, 
Ashburton  place  and  Freeman  place,  is  sij'.ifi.nno. 
Both  the-e  sites  po—e-s  advantages  and  the  selec- 
tion of  either  would  give  satisfaction  to  many 
members  of  the  bar.  It  may  be  objected  airainst 
these  sites— and  with  good  reason— that  the  small 
quantity  of  land  will  necessitate  the  location  of 
the  building  directly  on  the  street,  that  the 
noise  of  passing  teams,  especially  in  Beacon 
street,  will  interfere  with  the  trail-action  of  busi- 
ness, and  that  the   location  will   necessitate  the 

recom- 
mended by  the  committee  of  the  Aldermen,  con- 
tains, with  the  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  about 
04,000  square  feet.  The  estimated  value  of  the 
portion  covered  by  the  reservoir  (about  38,000 
square  feet)  is  S175. 000.  The  assessors'  valuation 
ot  the  seven  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street  amounts 
to  $227,000.  Of  this  site  the  committee  of  1871 
say— 

"The  heavy  granite  blocks  of  which  the  reser- 
voir is  constructed  can  be  worked  over,  and  used 
to  good  advantage  in  building  the  foundations 
ard  basement  story  of  the  Court  House.  If  sold 
for  removal  this  material  would  be  of  compara- 
tively little  value.  The  distance  from  the  Citv  Hall 
to  the  centre  of  this  lot  is  just  a  quarter  of  a  mile; 
from  Pemberton  square,  by_  way  of  Somerset 
street  and  Ashburton  place, 'it  is' only  about  one 
thou-aud  feet.  The  distance  for  the  conveyance 
of  prisoners  between  the  Court  House  and  t,he 
jail  would  be  reduced  nearly  one-half.  The  grade 
from  Cambridge  street  through  Hancock  or 
Temple  street  to  Derne  street,  is  easy.  It  is  only 
on  the  westerly  and  northwesterly  side-  of 
the  hill  that  the  grade  is  steep;  from  aU 
other  points  the  place  is  accessible  and  con- 
venient. There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  noise  of  travel  in  the  surrounding  streets. 
There  will  be  a  considerable  space  between  the 
building  and  the  streets;  and  there  is  no  heavy 
travel,  and  never  likely  to  be  any,  through  these 
streets,  as  none  of  them  are  regular  thorough- 
fares." The  advantages  of  light  and  air  are  un- 
surpassed. 

The  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
the  location  of  the  Court  House  on  this  site  are, 
that  it  would  cause  a  number  of  wealthy  residents 
in  the  vicinity  to  i  etire  from  their  houses  and  pos- 
sibly from  the  city;  that  it  would  not  be  easily  ac- 
cessible, as  it  is  out  of  the  line  of  public  travel 
and  on  a  very  high  giade;  and  that,  being  on  the 
side  of  a.steep  hill,  the  erection  of  a  building 
would  be  attended  with  more  than  ordinary  ex- 
pense. Many  prominent  lawyers  and  officers  of 
the  court  have  strongly  favored  this  location, 
while  others  have  as  strongly  opposed  it.  In  or- 
der that  there  might  be  no  misunderstanding  as 
to  the  necessity   for    any  future  use  of  the  reser- 


voir, either  for  supplying  water  for  domestic  ■ 

iguishment  of   fires,  inquiries  were 


or  for  the  extinguish 

made  of  the  Water  Board,  the  City  Engineer,  and 

the   Fire  Commissioners,  and    their    answers  are 

appended. 

About  the  only  objection  which  can  be  urged 
against  the  location  in  front  of  the  City  Hall.' be- 
tween School  street  and  Bromlield  street,  is  the 
expense— and  that  is  so  large  as  to  more  than 
counterbalance  the  advantages.  The  assessors' 
valuation  of  about  03,000  feet,  giving  a  front  of 
two  hundred  feet  on  the  two  streets,  amounts  to 
about  $1,200,000. 

Other  sites  have  been  suggested,  and  have  been 
examined  by  the  committee,  but  none  of  them 
possess  the  advantages  ol  those  which  have  been 
described.  The  committee  have  given  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
have  made  every  ett'ort  to  comply  with  the  ordei 
of  the  Board,  but  they  find  themselves  unable  to 
agree— each  member  entertaining  views  dill'eient 
from  the  others.  The  localities  favored  by  the 
committee  are— 

1.  The  one  on  the  corner  of  Beacon  and  Somer 
set  streets. 
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2.  The  lot  bounded  by  Mt.  Vernon,  Temple, 
Drnie  and  Hancock  streets. 

3.  The  northerly  end  of  Pemberton  square. 
"While  fully  admitting   the  need  of   larger  and 

better  accommodations  fur  the  courts,  the  com- 
mittee feel  some  hesitation,  in  view  of  the  present 
condition  of  our  finances  and  the  depressed  state 
of  business,  .about  urging  immediate  action  upon 
the  matter.  Under  the  most  favorable  conditions 
it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  land  and  building- 
can  be  provided  for  less  than  Sl,250,( r  sl,r,O0,- 

000. 

Having  furnished  all  the  inf.  rmation  in  their 
possession,  the  committee  would  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Board.  Hiram  Emeey. 

John  T.  Clark. 

Charles  J.  Prescott. 
Committee  on  County  Buildings. 


John  T.  Clark,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir— In  reply  to  yours 
of  the  14th  f  will  say,  I  laid  the  matter  before  the 
board,  and  without  expressing  any  oninion  on  the 
subject  they  directed  me  to  get  the  views  of  the 
Citv  Engineer  oi:  the  subject.  I  have  consulted 
with  him  and  also  with  Jlr.  ■Jones.  Supei  iutendent 
of  Eastern  Division,  and  Jlr.  Davis,  Water  Regis- 
trar. They  all  agree  with  me  that  if  the  Beacon 
Hill  Reservoir  was  not  built  they  would  nol  spend 
twenty  thousand  dollars  (scjo.oOu)  for  all  the  value 
it  would  be  to  the  water  supply.  There  are  so 
manv  connections  at  pre-ent  that  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  all  will  be  disabled  at  one  time. 
Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Comx,  President  ;  ro  tern. 


Alderman  John  T.  Clark:  Dear  Sir— In  answer 
to  your  inquiry  of  Nov.  18,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Beacon  Hill  Reservoir  now  serves  no  purpose  of 
importance  in  maintaining  the  water  supply  of 
this  city,  and  thai  i  am  of  op'irion  that  it  can  be 
abandoned  without  detriment  to  the  distributing 
system.  Respectfully  yours, 

Joseph  P.  Davis, 

City  Engineer. 

Office  of  the  > 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  [ 

City  Hall,  Roston,  ]Sov.  21, 1874.     ) 

Alderman  J.  T.Clark:  Sir— in  answer  to  your 
inquiry,  "whether  the  Fire  Commissioners  desire 
to  retain  the  Beacon-Hill  Reservoir  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  tires,"  the  board  have  to  say  that 
they  cannot  recommend  the  abandoning  of  any 
reservoir  or  supply  of  water,  however  remote  may 
be  the  contingency  which  would  cause  it  to  be 
drawn  on  for  fire  purposes.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  satisfied,  from  the  information  derived 
from  the  City  Engineer,  that  the  beacon-Hill  Res- 
ervoir would  lie  drawn  from  only  in  the  event  of 
the  failure  of  the  standpipe  in  Boston  Highlands, 
and  of  the  new  reservoir  recently  built  on  Parker 
Hill,  a  com  lit  ion  of  all'airs  certainly  possible,  but 
not  probable.  Respectfully  yours, 

Alfred  P.  Rockwell, 
Chairman. 

Alderman  Emery  moved  that  the  report  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  shall  hesitate  about  expend- 
ing money  on  that  report,  as  it  does  not  seem  to 
aid  us  much.  As  it  is  late  in  the  year  and  very 
likely  this  Government  will  not  he  aide  to  select  a 
site  for  a  Court  House,  even  if  it  were  judicious 
to  do  so— which  I  doubt  very  much  at  the  present 
time,  as  I  think  we  had  better  spend  the  money  to 
obtain  more  water  than  in  obtaining  another 
Court  House,  when  in  fact  we  have  four  addition- 
al courts  established  in  this  county  this  year— 
and,  therefore,  I  would  suggest  that  it  had  better 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Alderman  Emery— file  committee  have  investi- 
gated that  subject  quite  extensively,  and  there  is 
a  huge  amount  of  information  in  the  report  that 
will  be  valuable  to  the  city  hereafter,  as  some- 
thing will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  done  towards  a 
new  Court  House,  and  it  will  be  rather  a  saving  of 
money  to  have  it  printed. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  only  objection  I  have  is 
that  it  terminates  without  finding  any  site.  It 
recommends  no  particular  locality.  If  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended    one   locality    and    sus- 


tained it  by  any  argument  I  would  have  been  hap- 
py to  vote  to  have  it  printed. 

Alderman  Emery— The  best  three  sites  have 
been  presented,  but  upon  any  one  of  those  the 
coininiit'-e  have  been  unable  to  agree. 

The  Chairman— Tiie  report  is  in  tne  hands  of  the 
Board  for  disposal.  Three  sites  have  been  recom- 
mended, eirher  of  which  is  good  enough  for  the 
location  of  a  Court  House,  ami  if  this  Board  de- 
sire to  ieeoiumend  either  of  them  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  them  to  do  so. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

proposed  enlargement  of  the  present  court 
house. 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  examine  into  the  practi- 
cability, expediency  and  expense  of  adding  a 
story  or  stones  to  tin  present  Court  House,  and 
report  to  the  city  Council  thereon. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  glad  that  order  has 
been  offered.  I  shall  move  to  amend  it  by  adding, 
"Also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
small  Court  House  for  the  transaction  ot  criminal 
business  on  city  land  near  the  County  Jail."  The 
city  has  a  large  tract  of  hind  in  close  proximity  to 
the  jail,  where  criminals  could  be  taken  directly 
and  either  discharged  oi  recommitted.  Certainly 
no  one  can  watch  the  daily  proceedings  in  front  of 
the  present  Court  House,  wdicn  teams  come  up 
to  the  door,  but  must  feel  that  something  is 
wrong;  that  it  is  bad  to  bring  criminals  there  to 
be  gazed  upon  by  idle  lookers-on.  It  is  bad 
both  for  the  criminals  and.  the  lookers  on.  I  think 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  establish  a  Court  House 
in  the  jail,  w-here  criminals  could  be  discharged 
or  sentenced,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  kept  entirely 
out  of  sight  of  the  crowd,  who  go  to  the  present 
entrance  and  gaze  upon  them  from  mere  curiosity. 
I  believe  that  if  the  criminal  business  could  be  re- 
moved the  present  building  could  be  so  remodelled 
that  it  would  furnish  accommodations  for  the 
courts  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

Alderman  Peters — I  accept  the  amendment.  It 
seems  to  me  that  another  story  on  the  present 
building  would  give,  the  courts  better  light  and 
air  and  more  freedom  from  noise  than  any  other 
place  you  could  put  them  in. 

Alderman  Brooks  hoped  the  order  would  lie 
over,  and  Alderman  Peters  said  it  was  merely  an 
order  for  the  committee  to  consider  and  report. 

The  order  was  passed. 


Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petitition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  the  location  of  an  additional  track 
in  Washington  street,  etc.,  respectfully  report  the 
accompanying  order  of  location: 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in  Washington 
street,  from  Roylston  street  to  Jlilk  street;  also  a 
track  in  Milk  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Hawley  street,  and  a  track  in  Haw  ley  street  from 
Milk  street  to  the  track  now  laid  down  iu  Summer 
street;  also  a  curved  track  to  connect  the  easterly 
track  on  Washington  street  with  the  track  now 
laid  down  in  Summer  street.  Said  company  are 
also  empowered  and  directed  to  change  the  posi- 
tion of  the  track  now  laid  down  on  Washington 
street  between  Boylston  and  Summer  streets  so 
that  said  track  'together  with  the  additional 
tracks  located  by  this  order  shall  conform  to  the 
red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  W.S.Barbour  and 
A.  Hodges,  civil  engine  is,  dated  Nov.  21,1874, and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  wdiole 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon  the  con- 
dition that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Compa- 
ny shall  accept  this   order   of  location,   and   shall 


agreement  ivit.Ii  tint  City  Clerk,  within  thirty  days 
of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
null  and  void. 


NOVEMBER       23,       1874 
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order  being  reported  to  quickly  today,  that  no  dis- 
courtesy to  the  remonstrants  was  intended.  The 
Paving  Committee  present  this  as  their  scheme 
for  relieving  Tremont  street.  The  plan  which  I 
should  prefer  is  the  cutting  off  a  part  of  the  Com- 
mon, but  which  I  find  opposed  by  every  man  who 
was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Maine  and  has 
made  Boston  his  home.  "When  I  was  a  hoy  the 
centre  of  population  in  Boston  was  about  Cl.auncy 
street.  On  Washington  street,  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Tremont  street  above  Dover  street  there  were 
no  houses,  and  a  population  of  100,000  now  reaches 
from  there  round  to  Beacon  street.  In  connection 
with  this  proposition  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
know  what  wa?  the  amount  of  freight  carried  by 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  in  1840.  I  wrote 
to  the  superintendent  [the  alderman  read  a  letter 

fiving  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  freighting 
one  now  and  in  former  yeaisl. 

The  Paving  Committee  do  not  want  to  play  any 
sharp  game  in  this  matter.  They  realize  the  im- 
portance of  something  being  done  to  relieve 
Tremont  street.  They  were  instructed  to  report 
on  this  matter  within  thirty  days,  and  although 
forty  days  have  parsed  they  have  reported  as  soon 
as  they  could.  They  have  given  this  subject  full 
consideration,  and  are  unanimous  in  the  report, 
but  only  two  of  the  committee  are  in  favor  of 
the  order  taking  its  second  reading  today.  We 
thought,  however,  that  the  Board  would  be  the 
best  judge  of  that.  "We  do  not  present  any 
argument  for  this  report  except  that  it  is  a  scheme 
for  relieving  Tremont  street,  and  the  committee 
feel  that  it  is  a  scheme  thev  can  recommend.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  today, 
and  the  reason  I  do  so  is  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son. If  the  order  takes  its  second  reading  today, 
the  road  can  be  built  within  a  few  days.  The  great 
blocks  in  the  streets  call  for  something  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  there  is  no  other  solu- 
tion of  this  horse-car  difficulty  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  had  better  lie 
over  a  few  days,  not  only  for  us  to  consider  it,  hut 
out  of  respect  for  the  remonstrants.  Xhey  must 
know  that  there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  since  the  petition  was  recommit- 
ted to  them,  and  that  the  order  now  reported  by 
that  committee  was  prepared  before  this  hearing. 
For  one  I  want  time  to  consider  the  order  more 
carefully. 

Alderman  Peters— The  committee  understand 
that  the  remonstrants  must  know  that  this  order 
was  written  within  a  short  time,  but  we  have 
given  the  subject  a  great  deal  of  consideration. 
The  committee  wint  it  understood  that  this  is 
their  scheme  for  relieving  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Have  the  committee  ever 
considered  any  other  plan  for  the  relief  of  Tre- 
ment  street? 

Alderman  Peters— Individually  I  should  prefer- 
to  cut  off  a  part  of  the  Common  to  begin  with, 
giving  three  tracks,  two  to  come  down  on  and  one 
to  go  back  on.  "We  have  tried  to  find  somebody 
who  would  give  us  some  more  feasible  scheme 
than  the  one  proposed.  If  the  Alderman  has  such 
a  one  the  committee  would  he  very  glad  to  hear 
from  him. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  looked  into  this 
matter  with  what  care  I  could,  and  have  conferred 
with  railroad  parties.  The  plan  which  always 
seemed  best  to  me  is  to  change  the  location  of  the 
South  Boston  Raiiroad,  leaving  the  present  line 
on  Beach  street,  and  going  (hence  through  Kings- 
ton and  Summer  streets  over  tracks  now  laid,  but 
unused,  and  thence  through  Arch  or  Hawley 
street  to  Milk  stieet.  returning  thence  by  their 
old  route  through  Chauncy  or  by  Washington  and 
Essex  streets.  That, it  seems  to  me, would  be  a 
much  better  location  than  t'.-ey  have  now,  and  they 
could  accommodate  their  customers  with  a  less 
number  of  cars  than  they  have  now.  Then  change 
the  Middlesex  cars  to  Koylston  street  instead  of 
Temple  place,  and  let  the  Highland  cars  now  run- 
ning through  Eliot  street  pass  straight  down  Tre- 
mont street  and  out  through  Temple  place,  Wash- 
ington and  Eliot  streets.  That  would  take  about 
400  cars  from  Tremont  street,  and  give  them  ?.  bet- 
ter location  than  they  now  have,  a  bettsr  loca- 
tion than  they  can  get. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  Alderman  from  the 
Seventeenth  Ward  has  said,  early  in  the  year 
there  was  an  order  passed  for  the  Committee"  on 
Paving  to  consider  this  matter  of  the  blockade  of 
the  streets,  and  of  course  it  was  expected  that  we 
would  propose  some  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
After  fully  considering  the  whole  subject  the 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the   plan 


which  is  now  proposed,  under  a  petition  from  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad,  appeared  to  offer  the  best 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  and.it  also  being  accept- 
able to  all  the  railroad  companies,  we  thought  on 
the  whole  that  we  would  report  in  favor  of  such  a 
plan,  and  after  consultation  with  the  companies 
the  committee  agreed  to  do  so.  Now,  sir,  some 
time  ago  I  voted  again.-t  allowing  a  double  track 
to  be  laid  in  Washington  stre«t,  from  Boylston 
street  to  Temple  place..  I  considered  that  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  abutters  on  that  street  were 
well  grounded,  although  seeming  somewhat  self- 
ish, as  tin  y  wished  to  accommodate  their  custom- 
ers who  go  there  in  carriages.  It  would,  no  doubt, 
be  a  great  inconvenience  to  tho-e  people,  butit 
seemed  to  me  that  public  necessity  demanded 
that  they  should  give  way  in  a  measure  and  put 
up  with  some  little  inconveniences  for  the  public 
good.  As  I  said  before,  we  see  no  solution  of  the 
difficulty  so  good  as  this  plan,  and  therefore,  we 
hail  made  up  our  minds  to  favor  it.  The  Com- 
mittee were  unanimous  for  it.  But  today  a 
remonstrance  has  come  in  for  the  first  time 
signed  "by  three  or  four  hundred  persons  and 
it  has  never  been  before  the  committee.  We  have 
fully  considered  this  matter,  and  I  am  frank  to 
say  that  the  petition  does  not  alter  my  opinions 
on  the  subject  one  iota,  but  I  have  thought  this 
order  ought  to  lie  over  one  week,  that  the  com- 
mittee may,  at  least,  take  the  petition  and  look  at 
it.  Therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  the  older  j  but  favor 
its  lying  over  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Emery— I  hope  I  appreciate  the  feel- 
ings of  the  gentleman  on  my  right  [Alderman 
Power].  I  would  certainly  not  ignore  proper 
courtesy  to  petitioners  before  this  Board,  but  at 
the  same  time  there  are  certain  contingencies 
which  we  cannot  ignore  either.  This  committee 
have  had  this  subject  under  consideration  a  very 
long  time,  and  now  if  it  is  delayed  one  week  per- 
haps it  would  be  fatal  to  carrying  out  the  object 
of  the  order.  It  is  po  sible  that  the  weather 'will 
continue  as  we  have  had  it  through  October  and 
November,  hut  not  at  all  probable.  If  the  weath- 
er becomes  cold  or  snow  should  fall,  tnis  whole 
matter  would  probably  have  to  remain  in  statu 
quo,  so  to  sneak,  till  next  April.  No  railroad  com- 
pany would  undertake  to  lay  rails  during  the  winter 
season  after  the  frost  had'  come.  I  must  agree 
with  the  committee  that  this  appears  to  be  the  only 
feasible  project  that  has  been  Drought  forward 
for  relieving  the  press  of  public  travel  on  Temple 
place  and  Tremont  str3et.  There  may  be  some- 
thing brought  ii])  afterwards  that  will  answer  the 
purpose  as  well  as  this,  but,  my  impression  is  that 
all  the  railroads  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  would  not  be  satisfied;  and  if  they  would 
be  satisfied  i  believe  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  reason  that  the  curve  of  the  stieet  is  such  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  South  Boston  cars 
to  turn  out  of  Beach  street  into  Kingston.  That 
matter  has  been  looked  into  by  the  directors  of 
the  South  Boston  road. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  is  the  width  of  King- 
ston street? 

Alderman  Emery— I  cannot  recollect. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  was  widened  to  sixty 
feet. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Still  1  think  the  plan  would 
be  impracticable,  for  you  deprive  the  South  Bos- 
ton road  of  taking  passengers  into  Washington 
street. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  allow  them  to  re- 
turn through  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Emery— They  would  then  be  unable 
in  comiug  from  South  Boston  to  take  theirpassen- 
gers  where  seven-eights  of  them  desire  to  go. 
The  railroad  is  willing  to  be  located  on  the  route 
recom mended  by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  not 
that  they  would  get  an  increase  of  passengers, 
but  that  they  desire  to  yield  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  city,  by  helping  to  relieve  this  crowd- 
ing of  cars  through  Temple  place  and  Tremont 
street.  If  they  could  go  with  their  usual  facilities 
they  would  prefer  to  retain  their  cars  where  they 
now  are.  But  in  coming  down  town  they 
consider  it  indispensable  to  reach  Washing- 
ton street  in  the  nearest  possible  wnv.  Fur- 
thermore, if  you  give  up  the  pre-ent  arrangement 
to  adopt  any  other,  you  are  certainly  foiled  for 
the  present,  and  will  not  be  aide  to  carry  out  any- 
thirg  during  the  present  season,  and  it  must  lie 
next  April,  at  least,  before  the  railroads  would 
undertake  to  tear  up  the  streets  and  lay  rails. 
It  must  be  patent  to  every  man  here  that  it  will 
be  very  bad  getting  through  the  winter  with  the 
present  number  of  cars  in  the  street  without  some 
relief.    We    shall    be  badly   blocked  with  snow, 
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naturally,  and  we  must  have  sonic  relief  from  the 
additional  crowding  up  of  the  streets   by  the  cars. 

Alderman  Hall— i  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  question,  that  we  may  get  a.  fair  solution 
of  this  problem.  The  gentleman  who  now  op- 
poses this  order  taking  its  second  reading,  once 
brought  in  a  report  in  favor  of  allowing  the  High- 
land Company  to  run  over  the  tracks  of  the  .Met- 
ropolitan; ire  wanted  it  passed  the  same  evening, 
and  since  then  we  have  had  the  streets  pcrleetly 
blockaded.  I  offered  an  order  for  the  various 
railroads  to  furnish  their  time  tables,  and  now 
this  committee  have  come  in  with  their  report, 
am!  those  who  come  to  remonstrate  I  would  like 
to  treat  with  courtesy.  But  those  who  own  stores 
are  not  all  the  people  in  the  communi- 
ty. It  is  the  great  public  who  must  be 
accommodated,  not  meiely  the  few  store- 
keepers. If  the  South  Boston  road  can  have  this 
location  they  will  take  oil  125  from  the  430  on  Tre- 
mont  street;  and  I  understand  ihat  the  metropol- 
itan road  proposes  to  run  the  Norfolk  House  line 
over  this  route,  which  will  take  300  trips  off  the 
circuit  and  greatly  relieve  the  travel  there,  and 
that  will  relieve  Tremont  street  very  much  at  the 
comer  of  Temple  place.  The  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son when  the  committee  have  reported,  and  the 
precedent  that  the  Hoard  has  already  established 
arc  si  i  oiig  arc:  uments  in  favor  of  passing  this  or- 
der this  evening.  The  remonstrants  have  been 
heard,  and  the  committee,  after  heating  them, 
say  that  this  is  the  tiling  to  do.  'then  why  should 
we  wait  till  tomorrow  when  the  ground  may  freeze 
over  ? 

Alderman  Power— I  forgot  to  ray  that  since  this 
matter  was  before  the  Board  1  have  carefully 
watched  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  street  there, 
and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  people  on  that 
section  of  Washington  street  will  not,  suffer  any 
more  inconvenience  with  two  tracks  than  they 
have  since  the  Highland  and  Middlesex  cars  have 
been  permitted  to  go  round  the  circuit.  I  am  op- 
posed to  cutting  off  the  Common  to  widen  Tre- 
mont  street,  and  I  favor  this  plan  in  order  to  pre- 
vent them  from  making  any  pretext  for 
catting  off  the  Common,  and  I  believe  if 
the  matter  is  arranged  in  this  way  that 
will  be  obviated.  In  relation  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  going  round  the  circuit,  there 
were  no  remonstrants  against  it.  I  am  prepared 
to  pass  upon  this  matter  this  evening,  but  that 
petition  lias  come  in  and  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  raving,  and  of  course  they  all  know  we 
never  have  looked  at  it,  and  it  would  seem  very 
disrespectful  to  them  to  appear  to  throw  it  into 
the  waste  basket.  My  mind  is  made  up  for  grant- 
ing this  privilege,  because  1  think  it  will  result  in 
good  to  everybody.  The  Alderman  opposite 
[Alderman  Sfebbins]  says  that  by  adopting  the 
route  he  speaks  of,  it  will  take  oil  some  125  cars. 
This  will  take  off  some  300  cars.  Chauncy  street 
will  als.,  be  relieved. 

Alderman  Emery — If  there  aie  remonstrances 
presented  next  Monday  will  the  gentleman  desire 
the  same  courtesy  extended  to  them?  and  would 
he  wish  it  postponed  another  week  out  of  courtesy 
to  them  ? 

Alderman  Power— At  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  this  Board  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vole  on  this 
question,  and  I  do  not  know  of  anything,  as  I  said 
before,  that  will  change  my  opinions.  I  have 
looked  the  matter  all  over  and  believe  this  to  be 
the  very  best  solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  unless 
some  other  solution  is  proposed  that  can  be  car- 
ried out  as  speedily  as  this  can  be,  l  shall  be  pre- 
pared next  Monday  to  vote  for  this  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  if  his  plan  would  not  carry  all  the 
cars  up  Washington  street  and  make  it  worse  than 
before.  Now  we  have  the  cars  all  going  m  one 
direction.    I  see  many  objections  to  his  plan. 

Alderman  WoiMiington— I  hope  the  order  will 
lie  over  for  one  week;  it  is  due  to  the  remon- 
strants. We  have  had  along  remon- trance  from 
the  best  business  men  on  the  street,  and  shall  we 
not  give  a  moment's  consideration  to  them,  but 
pass  an  order  that  was  prepared  beforehand? 
When  this  order  conies  up  I  see  no  reason  why  I 
shall  not  vote  for  it.  I  see  no  other  solution  of 
this  great  difficulty.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
courtesy  to  the  remonstrants  requires  that  we 
should  let  it  lie  over  one  week".  I  certainly  think  we 
should  take  time  to  consider  if  after  letting  them 
have  an  opportunity  to  lie  heard. 

Alderman  Sfebbins  moved  that  a  special 
meeting  be  held  at  1  P.  M.  on  Wednestlay.to  which 
Alderman  Peters  j-ssented,  end  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  a  second  reading. 


public  any  remedy  for  being  detained,  by  horse 
cars  on  Tie  moid  street  and  Temple  place,  and  on 
the  circuit,  you  may  as  well  do  it  now.  You  may 
as  well  take  the  bull  by  the  hojns  now  as  next 
Wednesday.  If  you  propose  to  knuckle  to  the  le- 
monstrant's  today  I  presume  it  wiD  be  the  same 
thing  next  Wednesday,  and  they  will  keep  your 
knees  .baking.  You  cannot  always  relieve  the 
public  by  allowing  double  tracks  to  be 
laid     in     the     street.  No      man      likes      to 

have  a  doubl6  track  in  front  of  his  store.  The 
Alderman  fiom  the  Highlands  wishes  to  act  cour- 
teously with  the  remonstrants.  Did  he  show  the 
remonstrants    any  courtesy  when  the  order  for 


reading  at  that  session,  and  when  the  order 
was  passed  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail,  and  that  right  in  the  face 
of  the  remonstrants,  and  that  1  believe  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  outrages  ever  committed 
by  this  Government.  Shall  I  hesitate  to  do 
my  duty?  You  have  got  the  merits  of  this 
case  just  as  well  as  you  will  have  them  on 
Wednesday.  Perhaps  in  one  or  two  days  the  frost 
and  snow  will  prevent  its  being  done 'until  next 
spring.  This  is  no  new  subject  to  the  Paving 
Committee.  Last  year  there  was  a  petition  for  a 
double  track  between  Boylston  street  ami  Temple 
place,  and  the  committee  reported  leave  to  with- 
draw. They  did  the  same  thing  early  this  year. 
They  have  now  gone  over  the  ground  for  the 
third  time,  and  if  you  want  to  relieve  the  pub- 
lic, you  have  got  to  meet  the  question  now. 
If  there  is  any  merit  in  the  remonstrance, 
vote  down  the  order.  If  there  is  any  virtue  in  the 
order,  let  the  railroad  companies  have  the  advan- 
tage of  it.  because  they  want  to  put  down  the 
tracks  forthwith,  and  it  certainly  would  be  a  very 
great  advantage  to  put  down  the  track  as  far  as 
Summer  street,  for  they  could  almost  do  it  bynext 
Wednesday.  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  meet 
this  question  upon  its  merits,  and  not  equivocate. 
1  respect,  the  remonstrants,  but  I  do  not  allow 
them  to  interfere  with  my  good  judgment.  I  go 
for  the  greatest  good  for  the  largest  number. 

Alderman  Peters— All  the  remonstrances  they 
could  bring  in  fieri'  would  not  -hake  me  one  atom. 
I  withdrew  the  motion  for  a  second  reading  be- 
cause I  thought  1  was  unable  to  get  if  through  at 
this  meeting.  I  think  if  ought  to  be  done  for  the 
public  benefit,  and  I  do  not  care  a  snap  for  all  the 
horse  railroads. 

Alderman  Brooks  suggested  that  the  hour  for 
Wednesday's  meeting  lie  -I  I*.  M.,  which  Alderman 
Sfebbins  accepted  and  so  framed  his  motion. 

Alderman  Peters— 1  think  it  hardly  worth  while 
to  postpone  the  order  if  it  is  to  be  passed.  If  it  is 
to  be  defeated  at  till  defeat  it  today. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  an  adjourned 
meeting  on  the  table,  by  Alderman  Cutter,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  an  adjourned  meeting  Wednesday,  at  4  P.  M., 
was  ordered— yeas,  10,  nays  2— Aldermen  Cutter 
and  Peters  voting  nay. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Sfebbins,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
for  Wednesday,  at  4  P.  M. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  National  Hank  of  Repub- 
lic, recommending  the  passage  of  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  ,'$51.23,  assessed  upon  the  Nation- 
al Bank  of  the  Kepublic  for  a  sewer  in  Merchants' 

row,  and  $10.07  assessed  iq H.  MeWilliams   for 

a  sewer  in  Gray  and  Call  streets,  be  hereby 
abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  the  schedules  of  cost  of  construct- 
ing sewers  in  Oneida,  Hamilton,  Dorchester, 
Washington  (Charlestown),  Condor,  Washington 
squaro,  Hartford  and  High,  South  Helen,  Brook 
avenue,  Eighth,  Warren  place,  and  Rochester 
streets,  (previously  referred  to  said  committee,) 
are  correct,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  ac- 
companying orders  for  the  proportionate  assess- 
ment upon  and  collection  of  the  same  from  the 
persons  named  therein.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

RECONSIDERATION  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  by  which  was  passed  the  order 
for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to. license 
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plumbers,  and  to  make  regulations  relating  to 
water  fixtures. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  reconsideration  was  refused  —  yeas  5, 
nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  "Worthington— 7. 

PAVING    IN  FRONT  OF    FANETJTL    HALL     MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  last  meeting  by  which  leave  to  withdraw 
was  given  on  petition  of  Merriam  &  Philbrook 
and  others,  that  the  sidewalk  on  West  side  of 
Faneuil  Hall  be  widened.  He  desired  members  of 
the  Board  to  visit  the  locality  and  see  for  them- 
selves, and  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  next  regular  meeting. 
The  granting  of  the  petition  was  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Market. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  the  Committee  on 
Paving  were  unanimous  that  the  sidewalk  need 
not  be  widened.  The  trouble  was  that  the  side- 
walk was  leased  to  dealers. 

Alderman  Cutter  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
of  Alderrnan  Power,  and  thought  the  removal  of 
the  tenants  the  proper  remedy.  He  believed  the 
Committee  on  Market  were  shirkirg  their  duty. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  made  the  motion  to 
give  members  a  chance  to  visit  the  locality.  Three 
members  of  the  Board  on  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket recommended  it ;  three  others  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  objected  to  it ;  he  wanted  the  others 
to  judge  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Peters  said  what  was  needed  was  to 
clear  the  sidewalk. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  believe  the  Committee 
on  Market  had  a  right  to  lease  any  part  of  the 
sidewalk. 


Alderman  Hall  hoped  it  would  lie  over,  as  every 
one  must  know  the  street  is  very  narrow. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Paving  Committee 
had  been  over  the  subject  several  times,  and  had 
always  opposed  the  widening  of  that  sidewalk. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table- 
yeas  9,  nays  3 ;  Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Power 
voting  nay. 

■WARRANT   FOR  CITY  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  oll'ered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  lecal  voters  of  this  city,  in  their  re- 
spective wards,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December  next,  being  the  Tuesday  after  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  sain  month,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
then  and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
able  and  discreet  person  to  be  .Mayor  of  this  city; 
also  for  twelve  Aldermen,  all  of  whom  to  be  in- 
habitants of  this  city;  also  to  give  in  their  bal- 
lots for  a  "Warden,  Clerk  and  five  Inspectors  of 
Elections  ;  two  members  of  the  School  Committee, 
to  serve  three  years,  and  four  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  except  in  Wards  17, 19,  20,  21  and  22, 
where  the  voters  shall  elect  only  so  maviy  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  of  the  school 
committee  as  thev  are  entitled  to  by  law,  all  to  be 
inhabitants  of  this  city  and  resident  within  their 
respective  wards.  Also  to  give  in  their  votes  for 
one  able  and  discreet  person  to  serve  as  a  street 
commissioner  fcr  three  years — from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  next :  a'lso  to  notify  the  voters  in 
the  following  wards  to  fill  vacancies  existing  in 
the  school  committee  in  the  delegations  to  that 
body  from  said  wards,  viz.,  one  member  from 
Wards  2.  !,<;,  9, 11,14, 15  and  19;  all  the  foregoing 
to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot.  The  polls  to  De 
kept  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjourned  to  "Wednesday  next 
at  4  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  uvular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P. 
A!.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  rive  petit  jurors  for  the  Decem- 
ber term  of  the  United  States  Distiict  Court,   and 
fifty-tour  traverse  jurois  for  the  September  term 
of  the  Supieme  .judicial  Court  were  drawn. 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
cences submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Victualler's  License  Transferred— John  McDon- 
ough,  corner  O  and  Eighth  streets,  to  Daniel  Bns- 
coe. 

Billiard  License  (iranred-  L.W.Poiter, 375 Wash- 
ington street. 

THE  ELECTION  IN  WARD  SEVENTEEN. 

Alc'eiman  Stehhins  submitted  the  following: 
The  undersigned,  having  examined  the  returns 
of  votes  east  in  Ward  17  at  tin-  second  meeting  on 
th.  23d  ii.st.  for  choice  of  a  Representative  to  the 
Wenerai  Lourt  from  the  Secoud  Noifolk  District, 
report  that  it  appears  from  Saul  returns  that  Jo- 
seph S.  Ropes  has  been  chosen.  Your  committee 
recommend  that  a  certificate  of  election  be  issued 
by  the  City  Clerk  accordingly. 

S.  B.  Stebbins.  ) 

Francis  A.  Peters.  |  Committee. 
Alanson  Bigelow.  ) 
The  report  was  accepted. 

THE    DOUBLE    TRACKS    IN    WASHINGTON     STREET. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  assignment,  namely,  the  report  and  order 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  granting  the  It  cation 
of  anotner  track  to  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad  in 
Washington  street,  ftoni  : 'ovist  on  street  to  Milk 
street,  and  of  a  track  in  Milk  and  Hawley  streets. 

Tue  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  Win  n  this  report  and  or- 
der were  under  consideration  last  Monday  even- 
ing, I  suggested  that  proper  courtesy  for  the  peti- 
tioners whom  we  heard  at  that  time,  as  well  as 
for  a  proper  until  islanding  of  the  order  by  our- 
selves, should  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  us  to  post- 
pone further  action  until  the  next  meeting,  'ihe 
matter  was  postponed,  anil  ttiis  meeting  was  call- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  considering  it.  1  recognize  as 
fully  as  any  one,  I  think,  the  accommodations  fur- 
nished by  these  various  railroads,  and  also  the  diffi- 
culties we  are  daily  oxpcriencing.on  Treinont  street 
especially,  by  the  blockading  ot  the  street  by  horse 
cars;  but,  sir,  I  hardly  think  we  shall  l.e  warrant- 
ed in  relieving  the  blockade  in  one  street  by 
blockading  another.  And  for  one  i  propose  thatthe 
matter  may  be  recommitted  to  the  Commitee 
on  Paving  to  see  if  some  other  method  cannot  be 
devised  to  relieve  the  blockade  upon  Tiemont 
street  and  at  o  to  furnish  the  horse  railroads  suf- 
ficient accommodations  for  their  patrons.  The 
plar;  which  1  suggested  on  Monday,  m  answer  to 
the  inquiry  from  the  Alderman  Lorn  Ward  17 — 
that  the  South  Boston  Horse  Railroad  might  bet- 
ter be  accommodated  on  the  eastside  of  Wa:  hing- 
ton  street— seems  to  me  to  oiler  a  very  good  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty  we  now  experience.  The  route 
might  be  varied  from  that  which  I  then  bi ought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Board  ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  removal  of  400  cars  per  day  from  Temont 
street  would  all oi  tl  a  great  measure  of  relitf,  es- 
pecially from  the  fact,  that  the  railroad  itself  and 
its  pattens  would  be  as  well  accommodated  on  the 
cast  side  of  Washington  street  as  they  are  now. 
They  would  have  a  better  location  than  now,  and 
would  afford  to  their  patrons  facilities  etpial  hi 
those  they  now  enjoy;  they  would  hum  their 
patrons  on  Milk  street,  in  the  heart  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city,  and  return  by  Washington 
or  Hawley  street,  making  their  route  shorter 
and  enabling  them  to  do  their  business  with  a 
much  less  number  of  cars,  and  making  the 
number   of    trips   much   less  than   now.      If    the 

to  amend  Ihe  older  mi  that  Ihe  dou.de  tiack  shall 
be  laid  only  from 'femplc  place  to  Milk  street.  I 
do  not  see  why  any  necessity  e  \is1s  lor  a  double 
track  from  Essex  street,  to  Temple  place,  for,  cer- 
tainly, no  one  can  go  on    Washington   street   and 


notice  the  numberol  cars  and  teams  on  each  side 
but  must  be  convinced  that  the  objections  raised 
here  last  Monday  are  well  founded.  I  hope  the 
report  will  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  the  order  modified  anil  some  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  committee  that  will  afford  the 
railroads  all  the  conveniences  they  require,  and 
do  away  with  the  necessity  of  blockading  Wash- 
ington street.  To  enable  "them  to  further  pursue 
their  investigations  1  move  to  recommit  the  re- 
port and  order  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with 
instructions  to  consider  and  report  if  some  other 
method  cannot  be  devised  to  relieve  the  crowded 
state  of  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, the  Committee  on  Paving  have  had  this  mat- 
ter under  consideration  for  several  months,  and 
have  fully  considered  it  in  every  way,— the  rights 
of  the  abutter?  on  that  street,  the  inconvenience 
they  will  he  put  to,  and  all  matters  bearing  upon 
the  question, —but,  as  I  said  before,  the 
committee  seemed  to  think  that  it  would 
be  for  the  public  good  to  do  what  we  have 
recommended,  and  that  was  their  opinion 
when  that  report  was  presented  here.  1  have 
not  changed  my  mind  since.  If  the  majority  of 
the  Board  think  that,  any  other  course  will  be  bet- 
ter, why,  of  course,  we  must,  take  this  matter  and 
consider  it  again.  But  that  order  is  reported  by 
the  committee  after  ^  eliherating  ser'ously  and  for 
a  great  length  of  time  on  every  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. 1  have  not,  changed  my  mind,  and  still  think 
it  would  be  for  the  public,  good,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  have  that  location  granted,  ft  was 
supposed  by  some  people  who  objected  to  this 
plan  that  it  was  going  to  make  matters 
worse  in  Chauncy  street,  and  there  were 
some,  I  think,  who  came  here  for  that 
reason.  They  do  not  feel  any  concern  or  anx- 
iety for  any  other  place  but  Chauncy  street. 
But  1  think  this  plan  is  going  to  relieve  Chauncy 
street  somewhat,  instead  of  making  matters  worse, 
as  less  cars  will  be  run  through  there  than  now. 
ft  seems  to  me  that  ®ne  of  two  things  must  be 
done;  either  these  horse  cars  must  be  abolished, 
or  we  must  give  them  some  place  to  run.  Of 
course  the  public  wants  will  not  be  complied  with 
if  we  drive  thtm  on  to  the  back  streets,  where  no- 
body lives,  and  where  they  will  be.  out  of  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  city.  To  meet  the  public  want 
and  convenience,  the  cars  mu  t  run  through  our 
principal  thoroughfares,  and  it  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one  who  has  spent  any  time  on  Tremont 
street,  between  Temple  place  and  Bromfield 
street,  that  it  will  not  do  to  allow  the  present 
state  of  things  to  exist  a.  single  moment  longer 
than  any  reasonable  plan  for  tin;  solution  of  the 
dithcultv  can  be  found.  Therefore  1  hope  that 
the  order  presented  by  :.he  Paving  Committee  will 
pass,  because  1  sincerely  believe  it  is  the  best  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty.  The  motive  which  actuates 
the  Paving  Committee  is  to  do  the  greatest  good 
to  the  largest  number,  to  do  the  best,  thing  we  can 
for  the  public,  and  I  think  that  no  one  here  be- 
lieves they  are  actuated  by  any  other  motive.  Of 
course  it  is  useless  to  discuss  the  question  of  horse 
railroads,  their  convenience,  and  what  they  have 
done  10  make  Washington  street  a  desirable  place 
to  do  business  upon,  or  what  it  would  be  if  we 
should  drive  them  away  from  it.  My  opinion  is 
that  the  gentlemen  who  came  here  and  said  that, 
business  is  going  to  lie  injured  are  mistaken.  I 
am  one  of  the  owners  of  as  valuable— one  of  the 
most  valuable,  f  think— an  estate  as  there  is  on 
Washington  street,  between  Summer  and  Boyl- 
ston  streets,  and  I  think  it.  is  going  to  be  a  benefit 
to  that  estate.  I  refer  to  the  Emigrant  Savings 
Pink.  1  speak  for  myself,  and  not  for  anybody 
else,  when  1  say  that.  I  am  one  of  the  officers  of 
that  institution,  and  I  think  the  property  is  going 
to  be  grealy  benefited,  instead  of  injured, 
by  having  those  tracks  go  there.  I  think  those 
gentlemen  aie  mistaken  ;  I  think  it  will 
not  injure  their  business  at  all.  I  know  it  will 
pill  them  anil  their  customers  to  some  incon 
venience;  but  there  are  many  sioe  streets  where 
their  drivers  can    lake    their 'carriages    and    wait 

for  them.    Therefore,  in  view  of  the  great  public 

bent  lit  it,  will  be,  I  think  those  people  should  be 
willing  to  submit  to  the  little  inconvenience  it 
will  be  to  thein  in  that  lespect.  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass,  as  I  honestly  believe  it,    will    be   for   the 

,lmiic'iiirv'lliat'l"ca'n  see  at  present."  'lY '""majority 
of  this  Hoard  think  there  is  a  better  plan,  of 
course  I  must,  submit  to  their  will;  but  I  think 
the  whole  of  the  Paving  Committee  arc  of  the. 
opinion  that  1  now  express. 
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Alderman  Peters— As  one  of  the  Paving;  Com- 
mittee, I  nope  this  ctler  will  not  he  recommitted 
to  them.  We  have  worked  over  this  for  three  or 
four  months,  and  unanimously  present  this  plan. 
If  it  is  a  poor  plan  defeat  it.  There  is  no  use  in 
sending  it  back  to  them.  There  is  no  more  talent 
in  the  Paving  Committee  now  than  before,  and 
they  have  no  more  ingenious  theories  to  work  out. 
If  the  plan  is  a  g->od  one,  let  the  Board  pass  trie 
order;  if  not,  let  it  be  defeated.  I  believe  we 
could  nor  be  made  to  think  differently— that 
this  is  a  bad  plan,  —  and  we  cannot  be 
made  to  report  what  we  think  is  a 
better  plan,  because  we  cannot  see  a  better  one. 
All  the  streets  in  Boston  are  narrow;  the  original 
st.eets  have  not  been  widened,  as  population  has 
increased,  and  there  are  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  people  within  ten  miles  of  Boston  who 
have  got  to  conic  through  these  streets — there  is 
no  use  telling  thev  shall  not.  The  next  question 
is,  How  shall  they  do  it?  The  horse  cars  must  not 
be  allowed  to  stop  in  front  of  every  door  to  land 
passengers,  or  wait  for  them  to  come,  and 
I  do  not  see  why  carriiges  cannot  land 
their  passengers  and  ccme  back  for  them. 
So  far  as  the  valuation  of  the  property  is 
concerned,  I  think  this  location  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  retail  trade.  The  cars  will  be 
going  on  bith  tracks  and  passengers  will  be  land- 
ed in  front  of  the  stores,  a  convenience  which  I 
think  the  public  have  a  rigbt  to  demand.  If 
Washington  street  is  too  narrow,  it  may  event- 
ually lead  to  widening  it.  I  see  it  stated  in  the 
papers  that  two  teams  and  two  cars  cannot  pass 
each  other  on  Washington  street.  An  impossibil- 
ity cannot  take  place ;  if  they  meet  in  a  narrow 
place,  one  will  have  to  stop  and  let  the  other  pass 
—the  cars  will  not  go  over  the  tops  of  the  teams 
nor  the  teams  over  the  cars.  We  all  understand 
that  petfectly. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  fully  agree  with  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  the  Alderman  on  my  left  [Alder- 
man Stebbins]. '  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  For 
one,  I  certainly  c-nnot  see  my  way  clear  to  vote 
for  the  order  as  it  is  now  presented  to  the  Board. 
It  is  true  that  this  taking  off  two,  three  or  four 
hundred  cars  will  relieve  Tremont  street  at  the 
expense  of  Washington  street,  and,  to  use  a  boine- 
lv  phrase,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  like  jumping  out  of 
the  frying  1  an  into  the  fire.  I  need  no  other 
argument  to  convince  me  that  this  order,  recorr- 
mended  by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  ought  not 
to  pass,  than  to  spend  a  half-hour  on  Washington 
street  as  it  is  now.  I  have  been  accustomed  dur- 
ing more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  go  through 
that  street  nearly  every  day,  and  since  this  order 
has  been  under  consideration  by  this  Board,  I 
have  taken  an  opportunity  to  pass  some  time  upon 
that  street,  and  to  notice'the  state  of  travel  there 
now.  I  found  frequent  blocks  upon  that  street, 
even  with  only  a  single  track ;  I  found  po- 
licemen stationed  at  the  crossing  of  nearly 
every  street  between  Essex  and  Milk  streets 
in  order  to  prevent  blockades  in  the  street. 
Those  blockades  do  occur  very  frequently, 
notwithstanding  the  diligence  of  the  police, 
and  must  inevitably  occur.  I  tried  myself,  this 
forenoon,  and  waited  ten  minutes  to  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  the  policeman  stationed  at  one 
of  these  crossings  to  ask  him  about  his  experience 
as  an  officer  on  that  street,  but  I  could  not  get  the 
opportunity,  for  the  officer  had  all  he  could  do  to 
prevent  a  blockade  in  the  street.  If  that  is  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  the  present  time,  it  must  be 
immeasurably  woive  when  we  have  another  track 
on  that  sti  eet.  The  Alderman  on  my  right  [Alder- 
man Petei>]  has  suggested,  that  if  another  track  is 
put  there,  and  it  is  found  that  the  street  cannot  ac- 
commodate public  travel,  it  may  be  necessary  and 
expedient  to  widen  Washington  street.  I  hardly 
think  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  we 
want  to  entertain  that  proposition  for  a  moment. 
In  the  past  two  years  not  less  than  £480,000  have 
been  spent  in  widening  Washington  street,  between 
Milk  and  E=sex  streets,  to  accommodate  public 
travel,  allowing  the  single  track  to  remain  on  Wash- 
ington street,  and  I  think  we  never  should  widen  it 
again  for  the  sake  of  having  a  double  track  there. 
I  believe  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  run  cars  in 
opposite  directions  on 'that  street  without  turning 
away  almost  all  other  kinds  of  vehicles.  The 
arguments  presented  here,  by  parties  owning 
propei  ty  or  doing  business  on  Washington  street, 
are,  it  seems  to  me,  unanswerable.  1  believe  it 
will  be  a  serious  detriment  to  the  retail  trade 
there,  besides  creating  a  blockade  which  the  whole 
police  force  of  this  city   could   not    disentangle. 


It  has  been  truly  stated  that  many  of  the  stores 
in  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  street  have  no 
rear  passages,  and  that  all  the  merchandise  must 
be  carried  in  at  the  front  door,  and  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  some  teams  to 
stand  before  those  stores  in  order  that  peo- 
ple may  transact  their  business.  The  Alder- 
man irom  Ward  6  [Alderman  Cutter]  seemed  to 
be  strenuous  at  the  last  meeting  that  we  should 
pass  this  order  before  winter  set  in,  as  a  deep 
snow  might  fall  and  make  it  impossible  to  lay  the 
track.  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  Washington 
street,  with  even  an  ordinary  amount  of  snow,  if 
another  track  is  laid.  The  railroad  corporations 
would  of  course  feel  obliged  to  clear  their  tracks ; 
snow  ploughs  would  be  run  through  the  street  on 
each  track,  which  would  make  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  any  other  kind  of  teams  to  pass — be- 
sides, the  turning  of  the  snow  upon  the  sidewalks 
would,  I  believe,  render  them  impassable  by 
pedestrians.  It  seems  te  me  that,  in  the  winter, 
with  the  snow  ploughs  running  there,  and  piling 
the  snow  up  m  the  space  left  between  the  tracks 
and  the  sidewalks,  would  render  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  teams  to  pass.  The  true  solution  of 
this  question,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be  to  take  off 
some  of  the  cars  now  in  such  streets  as  Tremont 
or  Washington,  instead  of  putting  down  new 
tracks  there.  It  is  absolutely  impolitic  for  us  to 
considir  for  an  instant  any  measure  for  allowing 
the  horse  cars  to  bring  all  the  people  liv- 
ing within  a  circuit  of  five  or  ten  miles 
through  our  two  mam  thoroughfares.  It  can- 
not be  done.  South  Boston  people  very  nat- 
urally wish  to  have  direct  communication  with 
the  two  principal  thoroughfares  of  this  city.  If 
they  should  have  it.  why  Dot  others?  The  people 
of  Brighton,  who  are  now  left  over  in  Bowdoin 
square,  might  a-  well  claim  the  right  to  have  a 
passage  from  their  homes  to  these  thoroughfares; 
the  people  of  Jit.  Bowdoin  and  of  Milton  Lower 
Mills,  who  are  now  left  on  Federal  street,  at  the 
foot  of  Summer  street,  might  just  as  well  claim 
the  right  to  be  brought  directly  through  these 
thoroughfares.  The  suggestion  made  by  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left  [Alderman  Stebbins]  to 
keep  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  on  the  east  side  of  Washing- 
ton street,  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be  a  far  better 
solution  of  the  problem  than  the  plan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  Why  can  they  not  come  round 
to  the  head  of  Summer  street  ami  return  possibly 
by  the  fame  way  they  do  now?  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  I  have  giver  the  to  study  this  matter  that 
will  enable  me  to  recommend  any  particular 
changes  in  regard  to  the  running  of  ear«  at  the 
present  time;  but  the  condition  of  Washington 
street,  with  a  single  track,  frequently  blockaded, 
almost  impossible  for  teams  to  get  through 
and  then  only  at  a  very  slow  rate  of  speed 
— is  a  sufficient  argument  to  convince  me 
that  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  for  us  to  grant 
this  Detition  for  a  second  track.  Although  the 
committee  have  studied  this  matter  thorough'y 
and  are  unanimous  in  this  report,  I  should  like  to 
ask  if  they  have  considered  any  other  plan.  I 
have  taken  pains,  since  last  Monday,  to  ask  the 
opinions  of  men  whose  judgment  is  to  be  respect- 
ed in  this  matter — men  whom  members  of  this 
Board  would  naturally  go  to  for  instruction  in 
this  matter— and  without  a  single  exception,  the 
opinion  has  been  expressed  to  me,  by  those  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  would  be  a  very  unwise  course  in- 
deed. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  says  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  Paving  Committee  a  question.  I 
would  say  again,  that  since  this  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the'Paving  Committee  I  have  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  going;  over  this  route,  and 
looking  at  every  phase  of  the  question.  I  do  not 
change  my  vote' very  often  on  a  subject  that  comes 
before  this  fiovemment,  and  I  would  l.ot  change 
it  unless  I  thought  I  was  justified,  and  had  the 
very  best  reasons  in  the  world  for  doing 
so.  Od  a  former  occasion  I  voted  against 
allowing  a  second  track  in  Washington 
street,  between  Boylston  street  and  Temple 
place,  because  I  thought  the  remonstrance  of  the 
abutters  the1-?  contained  «ome  merits,  and  was 
well  grounded.  And  I  think  now  that  they  will 
be  put  to  some  considerable  inconvenience; 
some  of  their  wealthy  customers  will  be  put.  to  what 
may  appear  to  them  a  very  great  inconvenience, 
in  ha.ing  to  drive  their  carriages  into  some  of 
the  side  streets  and  walk  a  very  few  steps— but 
that  is  about  all.  Tf  I  did  not  think  that  the 
public    good    was   to   be  greatly,  immensely  sub- 
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served  by  this  order,  I  should  ml  change  my  vote 
upon  this  subject.  Now,  the  gentleman  opposite 
[AlderinaL  Prescott]  talks  about  taking  oil' ears. 
Why  did  not.  he  think  of  this  when  he  voted  1o 
allow  the  .Middlesex  ears  to  go  round  the  circuit? 
Alderman  Prescott — If  tlie  gentleman  will  allow 
me  a  moment.  The  reason  was  I  did  not  have  time 
to  think  of  it.    The  order  was  put  in  by  the  Com- 


that  I  asked  to  have  the  matter  laid  over,  and 
request  was  refused. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  gentleman  will  look 
back  and  see  when  that  petition  came  in  here  he 
will  find  that  lie  had  time  to  look  into  it  and  think 
of  it.  Before  he  voted  to  allow  them  to  go  round 
the  circuit  was  the  time  to  look  into  this  question. 
I  thought  of  it  then,  and  I  thought  there  was  -no 
reason  in  the  world  why  the  citizens  of  Charles- 
town  an  1  the  Highlands' should  not  have  the  right 
to  go  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  anothsr.  I  owu 
no  stock  in  any  railroad.  I  endeavor,  while  I  am 
here, to  do  justice  to  all  the  horse  rai1roads,and  to 
the  public  too.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have 
endeavored  to  make  the  best  disposal  of  them,  so 
that  the  public  will  be  as  little  inconvenienced  as 
po,sible.  and  it  seems  to  me  that  these  gentlemen 
know  fully  as  much  about  this  subject  as  they  wilj 
six  months  hence.  This  motion  is  not  simply  a 
matter  of  postponement,  but  is  a  want  of  couiatrc 
to  meet  the  question  right  on  its  merits  and  at 
this  time.  Some  gentlemen  may  think  that  the 
decision  of  this  question  one  way  or  another  will 
have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  coining  election. 
That  never  entered  into  my  mind  in  anything  I 
have  done  in  this  case, and  1  do  not  think  anybody 
thinks  it  did.  1  mean  to  vote  for  what  I  think  is 
for  the  public  good.  I  think  this  is  for  the  public 
good,  and  I  hojje  the  order  will  pass  and  not  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee  again. 

Alderman  Prescott — In  answer  to  the  remarks 
cf  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  why  objection 
was  not  made  to  allowing  the  Middlesex  cars  to 
run  to  Templs  place,  I  refer  him  to  the  minutes  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Aug.  3,  1874,  when  the 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  that  location. 
When  some  members  of  the  Hoard  asked  that  the 
order  might  lie  over  to  allow  time  to  look  into  it, 
it  was  opposed  because  we  had  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome at  the  south  part  of  the  ciiy,  and  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  give  the  people  of  Charles- 
town  better  facilities  lor  getting  to  the  Hippo- 
drome, and  that  was  presented  as  an  argument 
why  we  should  pass  it  at  that  meeting.  I  beg 
leave  to  read  what  I  said  at  that  time : 

"It  is  o£  vastly  more  importance  for  us  to  act 
understandingly  upon  this  matter  than  that  we 
should  hurry  to  accommodate  the  people  of 
Charlcstown  who  wish  to  attend  Barnum's  Hip- 
podrome. I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  re- 
port, and  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it.  Unless 
there  is  some  necessity  to  have  it  passed  today  I 
hop  !  it  will  lie  over,  that  members  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine  it." 

Alderman  Peters— I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  '■>  to  the  minutes 
of  the  3tlth  of  March,  1874,  when  quite  a  lengthy 
hearing  was  had  on  that  petition,  and  it  was  sub- 
sequently postponed  to  the  Oth  of  April,  at  which 
time  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  and  then  it  was  the  4th  of  August  when 
they  reported.  Yet  tin-  gentleman  raid  he  had  not 
had  time  to  look  into  the  question. 

Alderman  Cutler— The  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
seems  to  think  we  do  cot  allow  time  enough  to 
con-bier  subjects  before  the  board.  I  know  he  is 
always  procrastinating;  that  is  a  fault  of  his.  I 
think  we  have  had  this  long  enough  before  us  to 
decide  upon  it  now.  The  gentleman  says  he  a-  ked 
to  have  the  order  giving  the  Middlesex  road  the 
right  to  run  cars  on  Washington  stieet  lie  o\  er. 
\V  ell  that  oriler  »;i-  passed.        I  be  gentleman  had 


do  nothing  to  relieve  the  blocks  in  this 
street  now.  It  may  be  the  object  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  to  get  a  report  in 
favor  of  taking  a  piece  of  the  Common.  Now,  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  never 
report  in  favor  of  taking  off  a  piece  of  the  Com- 
mon, and  no  such  object  can  be  gai.ied  by  recom- 
mittal. I  think  the  citizens  desire  r-ome  relief. 
Twice  I  voted  against  laying  a  double  track  on 
Washington  street ;  but  something  has  got  to  be 
done  to  relieve  the  blocks  on  '1  remont  street.  The 
committee  invited  representatives  of  the  horse 
railroads  ;o  their  room,  and  after  two^hours'  con- 
sultation it  was  agieed  that  this  was  the  most 
practicable  way  t  >  relieve  the  blocks  on  Tremont 
street,  and  theiefore  the  committee  have  re-ported 
the  order  of  location.  If  the  Board  believe  it  is 
impracticable,  I  think  it  would  be  more  sensible 
to  vote  it  down  than  to  recommit  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  gentleman  who 
was  last  up  must  have  Ik  en  busy  while  1  made  my 
remarks.  I  asked  for  no  further  time ;  1  want  no 
further  time.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington street  now  to  prevent  me  from  doing  any- 
thing to  make  it  worse.  I  favor  a  recommitment 
in  order  to  have  t foe  Committee  on  Paving  consid- 
er some  other  plans.  But  I  think  this  plan  entire- 
ly impracticable.  That  is  the  decided  opinion 
of  every  one  I  have  talked  with  since  we  were 
here  before,  and  1  have  taken  occasion  to  see  gen- 
tlemen upon  whose  judgment  I  can  rely.  In 
regard  to  certain  statements  which  have 
been  made  —  that  any  gentleman  of  the 
Board  wishes  to  have  this  matter  post- 
poned till  after  election— I  think  no  reply  is  neces- 
sary. I  consider  it  unworthy  to  make  a  reply  to.  I 
sc .e' sufficient  in  the  newspapers,  and  hear  enough 
in  the  remarks  made  on  the  streets,  about  log- 
rolling, and  rings,  and  corporations  trying  to  own 
members  of  this  Boaru— all  of  which  any  gentle- 
man-who  sits  at  this  Board  knows  to  be'false.  I 
do  not  believe  any  eoi  poration  has  attempted  to 
own  any  members  of  this  Hoard,  or  used  any  un- 
fair influence  with  them  to  force  this  matter 
through. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  heartily  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman who  has  just,  taken  his  seat,  m  regard  to 
what  may  be  the  effect  upon  the  coming  election. 
I  think  it  is  a  slur  upon  the  Metropolitan  and 
South  Boston  Raihoad  eoiporations,  and  all  other 
corporations,  to  intimate  that  they  have  got  among 
their  presidents  and  directors  men  who  would  use 
their  power  one  way  or  the  other  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  the  election.  1  believe  that  they  ex- 
pect this  Board  of  Aldermen  to  do  just  what  we 
think  is  right,  ii.  this  matter  without  regard  to  the 
question  of  whether  tin  election  takes  place  this 
week  or  next.  I  do  net  believe  they  or  any  other 
corporation  would  do  so  contemptible  or 
mean  a  thing  as  to  take  any  action  to  prevent  the 
election  of  any  member  of  this  Board  if  he 
thought  differently  from  them  m  regard  to  the 
location  of  those  tracks.  So  much  for 
that.  I  am  a  little  surprised  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  who  have  been  considering  the 
matter  seven  months,  and  who  in  last  July  re- 
ported unanimously  against  allowing  another 
track  to  be  put  down  on  Wa-  hinglon  street,  should 
so  completed  h.ue  changed  their  minds  and  re- 
ported unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  It  is  a  little 
surprising  that  this  Paving  Committee,  who  have 
do'.ie  Mica  good  service  for  the  eitv,  have  changed 

solve  the '  problem  of  the  blockade  on  Tre- 
mont street  would  be  to  take  the  block  out 
of  Tremont    street   and  put  it   into    Washington 

It  is  not  live  years  ago  since  one  entire  line 
of  cars  was  taken  out  of  "Washington  street 
because  the  press  was  so  great.  The  relief 
came  immediately  by  having  them  stop  in  Tie- 
niont  street.    I   am    in    favor    of    granting  every 
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Ward  12  says  be  is  interested  in  apiece  of  property 
on  Washington  street.  Well,  what  is  the  width  of 
the  street  there?  Sixty  feet— plenty  of  room;  no 
trouble  about  two  tracks  there.  I  am  not 
here  to  say  that  to  allow  them  to  put 
down  another  track  will  injure  or  depreciate 
property  there.  Possibly  it  may  improve  rents 
theie—1  have  no  fears  about  that.  But  two  par- 
ties have  come  here  and  asked  to  put  down  an- 
other track  in  Washington  street— both  of  them 
are  first  rate  nun,  managing  their  corporations 
in  tne  interest  of  the  city,  no  doubt,— the  presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  and  the  superintendent 
of  the  South  Boston  Kailioad.  They  are  the  only 
parties  who  come  here  and  ask  to  have  another 
track  laid  down  there.  They  asked  the  same  thing 
six  month-  ago,  and  we,  to  a  man.  refused  to  grai»t 


woman  and  child  doing  business  on  Washington 
street  from  Boyl- ton  to  Milk  street — people  who 
pay  a  great  deal  of  taxes  and  do  a  large  part  of  the 
retail  dry  goods  business  in  the  city,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  great  respect,  to  some'  consideration. 
But  it  did  seem  to  members  ol  this  Hoard  and  the 
community  generally  that  they  did  not  receive 
the  respect  that  they  are  entitled  to.  The  great 
objection  to  laying  additional  rails  there  is  be- 
cause it  is  an  immense  thoroughfare,  and  must 
always  continue  to  be,  and  until  the  street  is 
widened,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  lay  another 
track  there  without  interfering;  immensely  with 
travel.  Now  in  New  York— which  is  considerable 
of  a  city— there  are  no  horse  cars  allowed  in 
Broad  wav;  they  go  on  every  side  of  the  city,  and 
accommodate  the  great  travelling  public,  and  in 
fact  you  can  ride  five  or  six  miles  for  five  cents, 
'l hey  go  through  tire  back  streets  and  accommo- 
date the  public.  His  not  necessary  that  all  these 
cars  which  come  from  o"t  of  town  should  run  all 
the  way  up  and  down  iremont  street,  or  all  the 
way  up  and  down  Washington  street.  There  are 
other  ways  to  accommodate  horse  cars  and  the 
people  who  ride  in  them.  And  the  way  I  wouldsug- 
gest  is  this.  Let  the  South  Boston  cars,  instead  of 
going  through  Beach  street  to  Washington 
street,  come  down  1  each  street  to  Kingston,  and  go 
up  Kingston— which  is  ,-ixty  feet  wide  in  some  parts 
—to  Summer  street,  lhen  over  a  double  track 
through  Summer  and  Washington  streets  to  Milk 
street,  and  from  Milk  to  Hawley,  and  back  by 
Hawley  to  Summer  street.  That  would  accom- 
modate their  patrons.  All  South  Boston  could 
be  brought  directly  into  the  heart  of  the  ciiy,  and 
if  they  want  to  go  up  or  down  Washington  street 
they  can  do  so.  That  would  relieve  Wash- 
ington s.reet  between  Temple  place  and  Boyl- 
ston  street,  and  also  the  lower  part  of  Tremont 
street,  of  430  cars  a  day;  it  would  save 
the  South  Boston  cars  a  mile  or  more  travel,  and 
they  could  accommodate  the  community  in  the 
most  complete  manner  imaginable;  it  would  also 
give  them  tne  depot  patronage  which,  of  course, 
they  would  not  want  to  be  deprived  of,  as  they 
could  take  passet  gers  to  and  from  the  Old  Colony 
and  Boston  A:  Albany  depots  just  as  they  do  now. 
I  do  not  see  why  that  route  would  not  accommo- 
date the  South  Boston  cars  better  than  they  are 
accommodatec  toc.ay.  I  should  suppose  that  the 
company  would  think  it  for  their  interest  to  make 
this  anangement,  but  doubtless  they  do  not, 
or  they  wotnd  have  considered  it  before.  If 
the  alternative  is  to  have  another  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  or  no  horse  cars,  then  I  should  go 
for  allowing  them  to  put  down  the  track.  But  so 
long  as  they  can  be  better  accommodated  them- 
selves and  can  accommodate  the  public  precisely 
just  as  w  ell,  I  should  hope  that  this  order  may  be 
recommitted  to  the  Comirittee  on  1  aving  with  the 
request  that  they  see  if  any  arrangement  cannot 
be  made  to  relieve  travel  in  Tremont  street  by 
going  to  tne  east  side  of  Washington  street.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  anything  further  to  say  on 
this  subject,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  com- 
mittee and  the  South  Boston  and  Metropolitan 
diieciors  can  arrange  some  plan  which  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  citizei  s  at  large  and  to  the 
gentlemen  doing  bu.  iness  upon  the  line  of  Wash- 
ington street  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  order 
will   be  lecoiuniitted  to  the  (  ommittec  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question.  Suppose  that  all  the  per- 
sons doing  business  between  Summer  and  Milk 
streets  remonstrate  against  a  double  track  there? 

Alderman  Clark— But  suppose  they  do  not  show 
go  od  reasons  for  remonstrating.  There  is  some 
difference  between  a  remonstrance  against  put- 
ting down  a  double  track   in   a   street  sixty  feet 


wide  and  one  against  nutting  down  another  track 
in  a  street  thirtv-five  feet  wide.  It  would  not  be 
a  very  severe  thing  to  have  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  go  (low  n  1-  ederal  street,  to  the  Post  Office  ; 
I  will  sign  a  petition  f„r  that;  my  place  of  busi- 
ness is  there.  Bv  the  plan  I  propose  every  citizen 
can  be  brought  into  the  bnsiuess  part  of  the  city 
400  times  a  day.  There  are  not  a  great  many  of 
their  patrons  who  want  to  be  carried  by  Winter 
street  to  Cornhill— and  I  believe  the  bulk  of  their 
cars  go  up  Washington  street  today.  That  plan 
would  a  great  deal  better  accommodate  their  pa- 
trons than  they  do  now  by  going  around  through 
Boylston  aid  Tremont  streets  to  get  on  to  the  cir- 
cuit. 

Alderman  Prescott— While  1  was  up  before  I  in- 
tended to  ask  the  Committee  on  Paving — they  say 
they  have  been  considering  this  matter  for  months 
and  that  this  is  the  wisest"  lecommendation  they 
can  make  to  this  Board  for  the  relief  of  Tremont 
street— wii  ether  they  have  i  onsidered  the  subject 
of  requiring  the  Metropolitan  road  to  use  the 
track  which  was  given  them  the  right  to  lay  some 
two  or  three  years  ago,  in  the  upper  part  of  Har- 
rison avenue,  south  of  Dover  street.  They  came 
here  and  asked  for  that  location — 

Alderman  Stebbins— Are  the  streets  blockaded 
up  there? 

Alderman  Prescott— My  place  of  business  is 
there,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  blockade.  For  one 
I  amat  a  loss  to  know  why  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road, having  a-ked  for  that  location,  ; ml  laid  the 
track  and  used  it  without  ever  coming  into  Wash- 
ington or  Tremont  street  at  all,  (Jo  not  use  it  aow. 
It  seems  to  me  that  would  be  a  very  good  route 
and  of  advantage  to  their  patrons,  and  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  that  track  is  not  in  use.  I  would 
also  ask  the  committee  if  they  considered  the  mat- 
ter of  the  turnout  on  Tremont  street,  and  whether 
that  is  not  a  serious  cause  of  the  blockade.  Those 
two  questions  have  weighed  heavily  on  my  mind, 
and  if  the  committee  have  any-  points  I  would  like 
to  hear  them. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him, 
are  a  majority  of  the  committee  who  brought  m  a 
report  at  the  last  meeting  on  the  site  for  a  county 
Court  House,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  row 
wish  to  carry  out  the  programme  of  that  com- 
mittee—bring in  a  whole  lot  of  reports  and  rec- 
ommend nothing.  The  Committee  on  Pavirg  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  making  such  reports  ;  they' gen- 
erally recommend  something  definite.  Now,  each 
gentleman  has  a  plan  of  his  own.  Do  you  want  to 
go  on  and  have  the  streets  blockaded  the  whole 
yeai  ?  That  is  the  plan  you  suggest.  If  they  had 
brought  in  one  plan  for  the  Court  House— 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  no  doubt  the  report  on 
the  Court  House  has  giver;  universal  satisfaction, 
and— 

Alderman  Power— Who  has  the  floor,  Mr.  Chair- 
man? 

The  Chair— Alderman  Power  has  the  floor. 
Alderman  Fowi  r — Whether  it  has  given  satis- 
faction or  not,  it  is  not  the  kind  of  report  that  the 
Committee  on  laving  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
makii  g.  They7  are  not  in  the  habit  of  shiiking 
anything.  Th'ev  recommend  a  definite  plan  here; 
tout  here  are  these  other  ger.tlemen,  situ- 
ated just  as  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings were — <-aeh  has  a  plan  of  his  own— and  if 
you  follow  their  fancy  you  will  have  the 
same  thing.  The  gentleman  opposite  [Al- 
derman Clark]  says  that  every  man,  woman 
and  chiid  doing  business  on  Washington  street 
opposes  this  location.  I  thought  there  were  more 
than  three  hundred  men  women  and  children 
oVing  business  on  Washington  street.  If  that  is 
all  we  should  rot  hesitate  about  putting  this  thing 
through;  we  should  not  put  tifty.  sixty  or  a  hun- 
dred thousand  to  inconvenience  eveiy  day  in  the 
week  if  on'y  three  hundred  oppose  it;  if  that  is 
all,  we  should  not  hesitate  a  minute  to  put  it 
through.  In  relation  to  the  Emigrant  Savings 
Bank,  the  gentleman  savs  the  street  is  sixty  feet 
wide  there.  I  do  not  see  what  that  has 
got  to  do  with  it.  Any  bloi  k  which  occurs  on  the 
street  affects  that  location  the  same  as  any  other. 
As  I  have  said  before,  all  those  companies  have 
been  coienlted  :  member.-  of  this  board  have  been 
consulted,  and  they  knew7  all  about  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  were  going  to  recommend — and 
yet  they  would  have  people  think  they  knew 
nothing  about  it.  They  knew  just  as  much  about 
it  as  we  did.  1  hope  this  question  wii]  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  oMier.anil  that  it  will  not  be  rei  om- 
rnitted.  If  a  majority  of  this  Hoard  think  it  i-  in! 
for  the  public   good   to  do  this,  let  them  \  otc  it 
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down  ;  or  if  it  is  to  lie  reeommitt  ■(!  let  it  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  or  County  Building; ,  and  let  them 
bring  in  a  plan  satisfactory  to  each  one. 

Alderman  (  lark-Each  gentleman  who  consider- 
ed the  site  for  a  Court  House  had  so  decided  an 
opinion  that  he  would  not  yield  to  the  others. 
Their  is  no  question  abaut  their  having  decided 
opinions.  That  is  not  the  subject  bef  are  tho 
Board,  1  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  as  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  lias  lugged  it  in,  I  wi'h  to  say 
that  1  am  ready  to  defend  my  location,  and  if  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  should  see  lit  to  go  into  an  ex- 
penditure of  a  million  of  dollars  I  think  they 
would  adopt  it.  But  it  happened  that  the  bar  had 
a  meeting;  one  man  was  in  favor  of  a 
new  Court  House,  but  thought  that  if  this  Board 
desirea— I  understand  that  (  am  out  of  orJer,  Mr. 
Chairman— to  vote  to  locate  a  Court  House  at  this 
time,  he  should  consider  them  tit  candidates  for 
an  im  aae  asylum.  I  do  not  want  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  the  citizens  to  suppose  that  we  did 
not  have  decided  opinions.  We  reported  the  facts 
to  this  Board,  and  it  is  now  n\  on  the  table  for  you 
to  act  upon  them;  and  when  it  is  taken  up  I  hone 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will  express  his 
opinio  .  upon  it.  Now  another  subject,  which 
this  Committee  on  Paving  has  had  before 
them  for  some  time  is  the  removal  of  the 
Metropolitan  office  from  Tremont  street.  That 
has  been  the  panaci  a  for  these  evils.  The  Com- 
mittee were  goirg  to  make  the  change  somehow, 
hut  it  has  n„t  been  done.  Now  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  says  that  members  of  this  Hoard 
knew  what  that  connntttee  was  going  to  report. 
I  did  not,  and  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
that  report  had  been  made  up  two  or  three  hours 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Board  last  Monday  af- 
ternoon, when  theie  had  been  an  advertisement 
out  for  a  for  tnight  previous,  that  all  parties  ob- 
jecting to  the  granting  of  the  petition  should 
come  here  ami  be  fairly  treateu.  And  I 
do  not  believe  that  many  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  had  the  slightest  idea  that  this  report 
was  to  be  made.  I  believe  there  are  on  this  Paving 
Committee  men  of  ability,  energy  and  zeal,  who 
accomplish  what  they  undertake.  I  do  not  believe 
they  have  exhausted'  tneir  persuasive  powers  in 
trying  to  convince  the  South  Boston  Railroad  that 
it  is  for  their  interest  and  for  the  accommodation 
of  their  patrons  to  adopt  the  route  which  I  have 
suggested  this  afternoon.  Now  this  route  down 
Harrison  avenue  might  be  used,  no  doubt,  were  it 


streets,  and  parties  living  out  on  Warren 
street  could  be  landed  at  their  places 
of  business  several  minutes  quicker  in 
the  morning,  and  go  home  the  same  way  about 
four  or  five  o'clock  m  the  afternoon.  There  is  no 
reason  in  the  woi Id  why  a  part  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan and  Highland  cars  should  not  run  over  that 
track.  No  doubt  it  will  be  done  some  time.  Citi- 
zens of  the  Sixteenth  Ward  are  obliged,  rain  or 
shine,  to  leave  the  cars  at  the  foot  of  Summer 
street.  Now,  is  it  not  possible  that  patrons  of 
other  lines  can  do  the  same  thing?     Certainly, 


they  will  be  accommodated,  if  they  are  allowed 
to  'come  a  few  rods  up  Washington  street, 
which  is  the  great  centre.  Al'mo  t  every 
lady  wants  to  go  on  Washington  street,  and 
if  the  route  I  suggest  is  adopted,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  them  from  doing  it,  and  it 
will  relieve  Tremont,  street.  Then  take  awav  the 
ticket  office  in  Montgomery  place,  and  that  will 
lelieveitso  much  more.  When  you  have  done 
that  you  Will  have  no  crowd  in  Tremont  or  Wash- 
ington street. 

Alderman  Peters— I  did  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing more,  but  two  or  thiec  argutne  ts  educed 
here  must  be  answered.  In  reply  to  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  [Alderman  Clarkl,  I  will 
state  that  the  record  shows  that  on  the  27th 
of  July  we  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  for  a  double  track  in  Washington  street. 
One  reason  was  it  was  entirely  a  different  track. 
It  was  their  interest  to  build  the  track,  and  this 
blockade  had  not  occurred.  On  the  3d  of  August 
this  same  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  an  order  to 
allow  the  Middlesex  road  to  run  130  cars  through 
Washington  stieet  to  Temple  place,  and  soon  after 
that  allowed  the  Highland  cars  to  do  the  same 
thing.  That  made  the  present  state  of  affaiis. 
Then  there  was  an  order  introduced  for  the  com- 
mittee to  see  what  could  be  done.  Tbey  have 
inve-tigaied  the  facts,  and  they  thought  this 
double  track  would  be  the  remedy.  Tbey  did  not  in- 
tend to  do  anything  "on  the  sly."  They  intro- 
duced it  as  their  report.  I  think  it  was  ihe  duty 
of  the  Board  to  lay  the  matter  over,  as  they  did'; 
but  we  merely  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Board. 
In  reply  to  the  remarks  about  the  Court  House— I 
do  not  know  what  that  has  to  do  with  it.  But  the 
names  of  the  three  members  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings  were  signed  to  the  report,  and 
it  is  to  be  supposed  that  they  are  all  in  tavor  of 
three  sites.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  savs  the 
inhabitants  of  Dorchester  are  landed  at  the  foot 
of  one  street  and  the  people  of  Cambridge  at  anoth- 
er. I  say  the  people  of  Cambridge  and  Dorchester 
have  a  right  to  go  through  our  main  thorough- 
fares. I  favor  the  widening  of  Washington  street, 
and  yet  I  am  willing  to  stand  for  economy  with 
any  gentleman.  We  have  spent  StKO.ono  for  widen- 
ing Washington  street,  and  what  is  the  use  of 
widening  a  pan  without,  widening  the  whole  of  it? 
It  is  only  §4X0,000  thrown  away,  unless  the  widen- 
ing is  carried  out.  I  think  it  will  have  to  be  done 
eventually.  If  you  lay  this  track,  and  the  cars 
and  teams  cannot  get  through,  they  cannot;  and 
teams  have  got  to  take  the  track  and  stay  on  -it 
till  they  get  to  a  wide  place  where  the  cars  can 
pass  by. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  recommit  prevailed,  yeas  7, 
nays  5 :  .  .        ' 

Yeas— Aider  men  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stcbl.ins,  WorthingtO/i— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power— 5. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    27,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  m  the  chair. 


Notice  of  proposed  petition  for  the  annexation 
of  Winthrop  to  Boston;  offer  of  the  Essex  Co. 
for  the  city  to  use  Sudbury  River  water  with- 
out expense  oi  claim  for  damage;  request  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  authority  to  Bontract 
for  pipes  to  ne  delivered  next  spring;  report  of 
Committee  on  Water  in  regard  to  supply  of  water 
for  Wards  17  and  19;  and  resolve  and  order  from 
the  Street  Commissioners  for  the  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue.    Severally  referred. 


of  Charles  D  Bickford  for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wood- 
en building  on  New  Heath  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for 
Henry  Dudley  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Green  street,  "Ward  17;  Albert  Howe  to  eTect  a 
wooden  building  on  Market  street,  Ward  19;  Kel- 
ley  &  Mooney  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Ash- 
ton  place,  and  Haley,  Morse  &  Co.  to  er^ct  a 
wooden  building  on  Warwick  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  surveys,  etc..  for  a 
sewer  for  drainage  for  the  towns  of  Woburn, 
Stoneham,  Winchester,  and  Medford,  and  to  con- 
vey awav  the  impurities  which  now  discharge  into 
Mystic  Pond.  Order  read  twice,  and  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of 
Ward  I,  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to 
procure  bonds  for  the  conveyance  of  such  lauds 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  (  iiy  Engineer,  for  a 
storage  reservoir  in  the  Mystic  Valley.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  obtain 
the  as-  cut  in  writing  of  all  parties  owning  rights, 
etc.,  in  the  waters  of  the  Sudbury  River,  for  the 
diversion  of  said  waters  into  Lake 'Cochituate  dur- 
ing such  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  then 
for  said  board  to  divert  said  waters  into  said  lake. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

FREE  SOUP. 

The  order  authorizing  suitable  arrangements  for 
the  distribution  of  soup  to  the  poor  to  be  made  by 
the  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, at  an  expense  of  not  exceeding  $5000,  was 
considered  under  the  head  of  unfinished  business, 
the  question  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Fortunately  for  hu- 
manity and.  for  us,  the  Legislature  has  empowered 
the  City  Council  to  appropriate  this  money  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor ;  and  while  1  am  in  entire  sym- 
pathy with  the  purposes  contemplated,  1  think 
there  is  a  better  way  to  do  tins  than  that  proposed 
in  the  order  now  before  the  Council.  1  therefore 
wish  to  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consisting 
ot  three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  arrangements  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  the  deserving  poor  during  the 
coming  winter  as  may  seem  most  expedient  to 
them,  the  amount  expended  by  them  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  $5000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidentals. 

The  question  was  on  substitution. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  any  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Police  Department  of  this  city 
to  make  soup,  nor  to  turn  themselves  into  almon- 
ers of  the  city's  charity.  My  plan,  briefly  .would  be 
— providing  the  substitute  order  is  passed — that 
the  special  committee  having  charge  of  this  mat- 
ter should  employ  two,  and  not  exceeding  three 
persons,  one  or  two  of  whom  I,  as  one  individual 
in  the  Council,  would  prefer  to  be  a  woman.  I 
have  not  forgotten  that  in  the  early  portion  of 
this  vear  1  took  occasion  to  endeavor  to  have  a 
woman  appointed  a  member  ot  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  and  I  am  to  this  day  duly  grate- 
ful to  this  Council  for  the  kind  and  generous  as- 
sistance they  gave  me  in  carrying  out  that  meas- 
ure. In  my  iudgmeut  it  was  unfortunately  defeat- 
ed in  the  coordinate   branch   of   the  Government, 


and  we  have  had  to  submit.  I  believe  that  if  a 
special  committee  will  take  this  matter  in  charge 
and  employ  two  or  three  persons  to  look  after  it, 
that  the  object  contemplated  in  this  order  will  be 
better  carried  out  than  with  an  indiscriminate  dis- 
tribution of  soup.  It  is  a  notorious  ract  that 
many  people  have  been  made  recipients  of  this 
charity  who  have  not  deserved  it;  and  I  believe 
that  it  will,  if  the  information  is  scattered 
broad-cast  that  soup  is  to  be  furnished 
here,  be  an  invitation  to  vagabonds  to 
come  here— for  it  is  well  known  that  our  soup  is 
better  than  in  New  York — and  sleep  in  our  station 
houses  at  night  and  live  on  the  soup  by  day.  Sick 
women,  who~  have  any  womanhood  left,  do  not 
like  to  go  to  the  station  houses  to  ask  for  soup, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  the  strong,  the  un- 
couth and  the  rough  get  a  large  portion  of  this 
charity  which  is  intended  for  the  deserving 
poor.  Now,  if  a  committee  will  take  this 
matter  in  hand,  and  have  it  well  known, 
by  advertisement  and  otherwise,  that  per- 
sons deserving  or  needing  help,  by  leaving 
their  names  at  the  station  houses  can  have  this 
charity  awarded  to  then,— the  captains  can  bring 
the  names  to  the  city  hall  in  the  morning  -they 
can  distribute  the  soup  to  the  persons  coining  to 
them  in  this  way,  and  they  could  thus  immediate- 
ly relieve  the  virtuous  and  needy  poor,  who  are 
the  ones  we  desire  to  get  this  charity.  And 
I  should  hope  that  if  this  order  is  passed, 
the  committee  will  see  fit  to  employ  one  or 
two  women,  for  it  is  an  undeniable  fact  that 
women  have  a  keener  sense  of  the  duties  per- 
taining to  charity,  and  a  much  longer  and  un- 
tiring patience  to  search  out  objects  of  charity  than 
men  have,  and  1  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  will  be  composed  of  women.  I  believe  the 
object  of  this  charity  will  be  better  fulfilled  by 
the  plan  I  propose  than  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated in  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. Vnle-s  some  better  [dan  can  lie  suggested — 
and  as  this  is  a  crude  idea  suggested  here  I  would 
be  glad  to  hear  the  opinions  of  members  of  the 
council  and  have  it  amended — I  hope  this  substi- 
tute order  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  hope  the  substitute  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  will  pass. 
After  consultation  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9, 1  intended  to  ask  for  the  postponement  of  this 
subject  that  some  such  order  as  this  might  be  in- 
troduced, either  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
or  myself .  I  have  no  objection  to  this  order,  on- 
ly I  hope  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  16  will  allow 
it  to  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— Since  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  I  have  taken  considerable  pains 
to  make  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  (free  distri- 
bution of  sou])  from  the  police  stations,  and  I 
agree  very  nearly  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man who  first   spoke  upon   this    question,    about 


the  Poor,  who  are  excellent  citizens  and  men 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the 
position;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  that  Board 
is  the  only  proper  body  to  distribute  any 
of  the  charities  which  the  City  Council  votes 
to  dispense.  I  have  talked  with  members 
of  that  Board,  and  with  visitors  of  the 
poor,  and  they  all  condemn  the  indiscriminate 
giving  of  soup  to  all  comers.  In  NewTork  the 
experiment  has  been  tried,  and  there  it  has  been 
a  pronounced  failure.  In  fact,  those  who  have 
had  the  most  experience  in  New  York  say  it  has 
done  an  injury  both  to  the  beneficiary  and*  to  the 
charity  itself ;  the  same  seems  to  have  been  the 
experience  here.  We  have  passing  through  our 
city  every  year  thousands  of  persons  termed 
tramps;  they  are  employed  in  the  farming  dis- 
tricts during  summer  at  good  wages,  and  come  to 
the  city  in  the    winter   to   live  upon  charity ;  they 

?o  to  New  York  for  the  same  reason.  These  men, 
am  told,  can  receive  $15  a  month  by  remaining 
in  the  country  towns  ;  but  rather  than  receive  such 
wages  as  those,  they  will  come  to  Boston  and  live 
in  the  station  houses  and  subsist  on  charity.  We 
do  not  want  such  a  class  to  come  to  our  city.  But 
there  is  a  needy,  deserving  class  of  poor  wfiom  we 
should  aid  with  our  charities,  and  probably  this  one 
class  will  be  larger  than  usual  this  winter.' But  they 
want  to  be  met  in  a  way  that  will  save  to  them 
their  respect.  They  never  will  go  to  the  police 
station  to  get  a  plate  of  soup,  unless  under  trying 
necessity;  but  they  will  leceive  aid  coming  "in  a 
P'  oper  way  from  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
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Poor.  But  the  soup  does  not  seem  to  be  the  only 
thing:  which  the  poor  need.  Sometimes  a  little 
tea,  rice,  or  flour  will  be  more  acceptable  and  do 
a  great  deal  more  good  to  the  pool'  than  soup.  I 
have  prepaid!  an  amendment  to  the  order  winch 
seemed  to  me  to  cover  the  case.  I  should  like  to 
offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  order  passed  by 
this  branch.  It  is  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
'•Ordered,"  and  insert  the  following: 

"That  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  authorized 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  temporary  aid 
to  the  poor  during  the  coming  winter  by  the  dis- 
tribution of  soup  01  such  other  necessary  articles 
of  food  as  in  their  judgment  shall  seem  best,  at 
such  places  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city  as 
shall  be  easily  accessible  to  those  needing  relief; 
the  expense  not  exceeding  saline,  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals." 

It  seems  tome  that  with  some  such  method  as 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  would  be  allowed 
to  give  such  things  as  might  be  needed.  I  had  a 
very  pleasant  conversation  with  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  soup  for  the 
poor  through  the  Police  Department.  He  said  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  have  it  done  by  his  de- 
partment, and  if  it  was  voted  by  the  <  ity  Council 
he  would  endeavor  to  have  it  done  to  the  best  of 
his  ability;  but  he  thought  it  certainly  ought  to 
be  done  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  He  stated 
two  strong  objections  to  me;  one  was  that 
it  brought  these  people  in  contact  with  the  pris- 
oners at  the  station  houses,  which  was  very  bad 
indeed ;  then  the  boiling  of  large  quantiti  es  of 
beef  and  soup  every  day  kept  the  station  houses 
in  a  filthy  condition'  ami  made  them  very  uncom- 
fortable, ami  he  objected  to  it-  on  that  ground.  I 
think,  from  the  conversations  which  1  have  had 
with  various  parties,  that  I  should  be  better  sat- 
isfied to  have  this  aid  distributed  through  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  than  by  any  other  plan. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— While  I  have  a  very 
profound  respect  for   the  gentleman  w  ho  has  just 


have  no  women  on  their  board  unfortunately,  and 
that  is  just  the  class  we  need.  I  have  in  my 
mind  a  woman  in  this  city  who  is  worth 
more  for  searching  out  and  relieving  the 
poor,  than  all  the  overseers  of  this  city. 
The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  have  more  than  they 
can  do  this  winter.  The  old  gentleman  who  has 
had  the  work  in  charge  has  passed  to  his  reward, 
and  the  one  who  is  left  will  not  do  much.  I  hope 
this  will  not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  over- 
seers; first,  because  they  have  just  as  much  as 
they  can  do  at  present;  and,  second,  I  believe  that 
the  new  element  to  be  introduced  into  the  chari- 
ties of  the  city  is  one  of  the  crying  wants  of  the 
age. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  not 
prevail,  for  the  reason  that  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  do  not  visit  the  sick,  or  those  persons  who 
are  in  distress.  They  employ  visitors,  who  go 
about  daily  for  three  dollars  a  day,  and  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  possible  tor  them  to  visit  all  the 
persons  who  need  aid.  I  find  by  tonight's  paner 
that  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
have  spent  .*20,4()u.05,  a  larger  amount  than  ever 
before.  Fifteen  members  of  the  society  have 
visited  1050  families  and  made  22,815  visits. 
Now,  I  believe  that  a  portion  of  this  money 
could  be  distributed  to  such  societies  as  not  only 
this  one  but  those  connected    with   the   poor  all 


Poor,  and  that  was  the  object  of  my  asking  that 
this  matter  might  be  laid  over,  that  members 
might  consider  it.  and  propose  some  order  that  will 
prove  more  beneficial  than  the  one  introduced  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Swectser  of  Ward  10— The  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  last  speaker  in  regard  to  the  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  is  just  to  the  point  in 
my  argument.  If  we  could  give  this  to  any  chari- 
table societies  to  distribute,  there  are  many  of 
them  who  would  do  more  good  than  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  perhaps,  but  that  we  cannot  do, 
we  cannot  go  ouside ;  that  would  be.  contrary  to 
all  experience  and  propriety.  We  must  be  the 
almoners  of  our  own  charity.  Now,  if  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  had  this  money  for  distribution 
in  all  parts  of  the  city,  they  could  have  soup 
made  in  every  section  of  the'eity,  and  distribute 
it  to  those  persons  sent  by  those  having  authority 
to  do  so.  There  could  be  soup  made  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Vincent,  de  Paul's;  any  one.  of  those 
visuors  would  simply  have  to  send  a  worthy  per- 


son to  that  place,  and  he  or  she  would  be  supplied. 
Every  chaiitable  society  or  visitor  to  the  poor 
would  have  such  an  opportunity,  and  any  applica- 
tion coining  properly  from  them  would  be  re- 
ceived and  the  aid  required  would  be  rendered.  It 
appears  tome  that  the  facilities  and  knowledge 
which  the  ( iverscers  of  the  Poor  have  would  be  far 
better  than  any  special  committee  appointed  by  this 
Council.  Itseemstome  that  if  we  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  it  ,-hould  go 
through  the  ( iverscers  of  the  Poor  as  the  author- 
ized distributors  of  our  charity.  I  find  that  is  the 
very  general  feeling  outside  of  the  "'ouncil. 

Mr.  Flynn— Would  the  geiuleniau  compel  poor 
people  to  go  to  the  Charity  Bureau  to  have  this 
soup  distributed  to  them? 

Mr.  Sweetser — By  no  means.  The  order  that  I 
offered  is  for  them' to  establish  places  throughout 
the  citv  in  different  sections  where  this  aid  can 
and  should  be  rendered.  The  general  supposition 
would  be  that  the  request  of  any  visitor  or  any 
charitable  society  would  be  acceded  to  at  once. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
■would  be  wise  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
this  special  committee,  not  only  on  account  ©f  this 
proposed  distribution  of  soup,  but  to  take  into 
consideration  sonic  of  the  other  methods  of  tem- 
porary relief  to  the  poor  which  have  been  hereto- 
foie  adopted  in  the  city.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  coming  winter  is  to  be  one  of  great  hardship 
to  the  class  of  people  wdio  ha\e  not  hitherto  been 
accustomed  to  ask  for  charity,  and  the  problem 
we  have  to  solve  is  bow  to  aid  rhe  destitute,  and 
at  the  same  time  diminish  that  large  and  increas- 
ing class  wdio  take  advantage  of  others'  misfor- 
tunes to  live  in  idleness.  Besides  the  distribution 
of  soup  as  a  temporary  relief,  there  is  the  Charity 
Bureau,  of  which  there  is,  I  believe,  a  great 
deal  of  criticism— 1  do  not  know  how  true 
it  is— and  besides  that  is  the  question  of 
furnishing  temporary  lodgings  at  the  sta- 
tion houses,  which  must  soon  be  met  by  the  City 
Council ;  I  think  that  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil are  hardly  aware  how  that  has  increased.  I 
believe  the  report,  of  the  Chief  of  Police  for  1873 
states  that  17,:Mil  lodgers  were  received  at  the 
station  houses  last  year,  an  increase  of  11,000  over 
those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  per- 
sons furnished  with  temporary  lodgings  at  the 
various  station  houses  is  more  than  the  whole 
number  of  arrests  during  the  entire 
year,  the  lodgers  being  received  during  the 
cold  weather.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that 
that  the  police  have  managed  this  work  with  as 
much  and,  I  should  say,  more  wisdom  and  care 
than  is  consistent  with  the  accommodations  at 
their  command,  and  with  the  discharge  of  their 
regular  duties.  But  there  are  evils  in  the  present 
system— and  1  think  many  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment see  t-beiii  as  plainly  and  deprecate  them  as 
much  as  any  other— which  ought  to  be  done  away 
with.  I  am' quite  sure  that,  if  anybody  goes  and 
looks  over  the  various  reports  from  the  station 
nouses  of  the  men  and  women  furnished  with  food 
and  lodging,  and  sees  from  what  localities  these 
persons  hail,  be  will  find  the  offer  of  lodgings  is 
quite  as  great  an  attraction  to  people  out.  ot  the  city 
and  State  to  Gome  here  during  the  winter  as  is  the 
offer  of  free  soup.  At  the  same  time  a  visit  to 
the  station  houses  will  show  that  it  is  a  question 
whether  we  furnish  such  accommodations  as  we 
should  if  the  applicants  are  deserving  of  the  city's 
charity,  and  whether  we  do  not  provide  for  a 
large  idass  of  vagabonds,  and  whether  our  present 
system  is  tending  to  encourage  this  life  of  vaga- 
bondage. 1  believe  that  in  New  York  the  experi- 
ment has  been  attempted  of  requiring  a  certain 
amount  of  work  as  an  equivalent  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  afforded.  I  know  that  in  Lon- 
don this  requiring  of  work  as  an  equivalent, 
for  lodging  has  been  adopted  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  success;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  in- 
teresting for  the  Council  to  know  somewhat  of  the 
details  of  that,  system.  The  work  is  done  there  by 
the  district  workhouse,  which  corresponds  to  a 
large  extent  to  our  almshouse.  Lodgers  or  appli- 
cants ate  received  at  a  cei  tain  hour  of  the  even- 
ing; they  are  taken  in  and  provided  with  bread 
anil  water  for  supper;  then  they  are  treated  to  a 
bath  in  every  case,  a  process  to  which  a  laige 
class  object  quite  as  much  as  to  the  work 
they  are  required  to  do;  their  clothes  are 
taken  from  them,  and,  if  necessary,  fumi- 
gated; they  are  separated  according  to  their 
conditions,  and  every  one  receives  a  clean 
bed  in  a  clean  and  well-ventilated  apartment.  In 
the  morning  t-hev  receive  a,  simple  breakfast,  ot 
bread,  to  which  gruel  is  added  in  winter.    After 
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that  they  are  put  to  work,  the  men  usually  at  some 
such  employment  as  cracking  stones  or  grinding 
corn,  and  the  women  are  required  to  pick  oakum 
or  do  some  household  duties.  Alter  three  or  four 
hours'  work  they  are  allowed  to  go.  The  work  is 
varied,  and  a  great  deal  of  discretion  is  given  to 
the  officers,  according  to  the  party;  and  certainly 
a  person  who  is  deserving  of  aid  prefers  to 
work  a  great  deal  more  than  those  who 
are  not  deserving.  At  the  same  time,  a  great 
deal  of  care  is  exercised  to  prevent  a  frequent 
repetition  of  this  relief,  so  that  if  a  person  applies 
three  or  four  times  he  is  generally  looked  upon  as 
a  vagabond  or  tramp,  and   treated  accordingly, 


know  that  we  could  introduce  this  plan  here, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
considering  when  we  are  discussing  this  question 
of  temporary  relief.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
attended  with  a  great  deal  of  success  there, 
and  according  to  the  --tati-tics  made  by  the 
officers  in  charge  its  adoption  has  decreased 
one-third  or  one-half  the  number  of  tramps 'who 
apply  for  lodging  in  the  city  of  London.  Various 
improvements  are  projected,  and  many  of  the 
officers  believe  it  is  going  to  put  an  end, to  a  great 
extent,  to  the  impositions  which  are  practised  in 
this  direction.  It  has  the  advantage  of  enabling 
worthy  applicants  to  earn  in  a  measure  the  aid 
which  they  are  compelled  to  ask  for,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  does  decrease  that  very  large  class  of 
tramps  and  vagabonds  which  we  find  'in  all  the 
larger  cities. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— At  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  I  will  withdraw  the 
order,  and  move  that  a  joint  special  committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  thi--  subject  and  report  to 
the  City  Council. 

The  President— The  gentleman  cannot  withdraw 
the  order  after  an  amendment  has  been  offered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  one  very  serious 
objection  to  the  plan  proposed  to  all'ord  this  relief 
through  thf  ( iversecrs  of  the  Poor,  and  it  is  one  of 
those  objections  which  strike  at  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  matter.  I  think  ever  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  City  Government  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  the 
poor  and  paupers ;  but  the  proposition  of  my 
worthy  friend  here  makes  every  man  a  pauper 
who  applies  for  aid.  I  had  the  honor,  this  year, 
while  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  for  four 
months  to  hold  a  proposition  which  finally 
passed  with  a  siDgle  dissenting  voice,  to 
empower  this  City  Council  to  afford  temporary 
relief  for  the  poor  on  a  basis  which  would  not 
make  paupers  of  the  poor,  and  which,  sir,  I  have 
the  honor  to  have  before  me,  and  which  I  will 
read,  and  also  something  which  passed  there  in 
regard  to  paupers.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  read 
that  which  passed  with  regard  to  temporary  relief 
for  the  poor,  which  was  passed  wholly  on  the  basis 
that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston  were  op- 
posed to  it.  That  was  argued,  sir,  from  my  place, 
and  against  the  protestations  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  one  of  whom  was  a  member  of  that  body. 
But  when  the  matter  came  to  a  vote,  was  there  but 
a  single  voice  raised  against  it  out.  of  240 members? 
No.  Now  let  us  read  what  that  act  was.  [Mr.  Shaw 
read  chapter  374  of  the  acts  of  1874,  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money,  and  raise 
money  by  taxation,  for  the  temporary  aid  of  the 
poor.]  May  raise  money  by  taxation,  may  tax  the 
people,  sir;  that  is  the  In'w.  Now  let  me  refer 
back  to  that  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Char- 
itable Institutions  reported  and  the  Legislature 
passed,  with  regard  to  another  part  of  this 
matter  relating  to  paupers.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
from  chapter  274  of  the  aets  of  1874,  re- 
lating to  a  change  in  the  conditions  of  secur- 
ing a  settlement  in  a  town  or  city.]  Any  woman 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  resides 
five  years  without  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper 
shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement.  Let  a  poor  wo- 
man of  twenty-one  years  with  a  targe  family  of 
half  a  dozen  children  apply  to  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  for  a  plate  of  soup,  and  if  she  receives  it  she 
is  thereby  made  a  pauper.  Is  that,  humanity? 
Down,  sir,  upon  such  subterfuges  as  this!  Let  us 
stand  by  decency  and  propriety.  Let  us  afford 
temporary  relief  for  the  poor  without  making 
them  paupers,  and  then  we  may  in  a  great 
measure  prevent  crime  which  is  a  natural  conse- 
quence, in  many  instances,  of  poverty.  Let 
us  protect  our  worthy  poor;  let  us  furnish  them, 
through  our  police  oi'  special  committee,  whether 
it  be  you,  sir,  with  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  any 


person,  sir,  who  gives  a  poor  woman  a  plate  of 
soup ;  let  us  give  it  to  them  by  the  proper  persons, 
but  by  no  means  create  paupers  of  them. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— I  hope  the  Council  will 
act  upon  the  suggestion  made  by  the.  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  and  allow  the  order  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  then  let  us  have  a  special  committee  to 
report  a  plan,  and  then  go  to  work  at  once.  We 
shall  have  some  difficulty  in  acting  understand- 
ing! y  on  the  matter  as  it'is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  we  had  better  pass  the  original  order.  lam 
satisfied  that  the  intention  of  the  order  introduced 
this  evening  is  to  spend  about  one-half  the  appro- 
priation to  secure  suitable  places  to  make  this 
soup.  Now  we  have  sufficient  room  in  the  station 
houses  co  allow  the  police  to  make  it,  and  I  don't 
believe  there  is  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  set  of  men 
who  can  judge  better  of 'the  merits  of  applicants 
for  soup  than  the  police.  By  allowing  them  to 
have  complete  and  entire  control  of  it,  I  think 
you  will  come  nearer  to  weeding  out  the  bum- 
mers than  you  can  in  any  other  way.  Put 
it  into  the  hands  of  new  men  who  do  not 
know  one  man  or  woman  from  another,  and  you 
will  find  that  they  will  be  imposed  upon  more  than 
the  police  of  Boston  who  are  familiar  with  this 
work. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20-The  gentleman  from 
Ward  2  expresses  my  idea  of  this  "matter  exactly. 
I  think  the  police  are  better  adapted  to  carrying 
it  out  than  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  whom  I  have 
also  a  great  respect,  but  who  can  be  the  almoners 
of  their  own  bounty.  I  don't  care  who  re- 
ceives the  benefits  of  this  order,  whether 
tramps  or  any  other  person.  I  think  gthat 
if  any  person  calls  at  the  station  house  for 
a  plate  of  soup  lie  is  entitled  to  it  out  of 
Christian  charity.  I  think  it  is  better  to  feed  a 
tramp  than  to  hold  a  coroner's  inquest,  ou  his  body. 
If  we  do  not  feed  him  he  will  starve  on  our  hands, 
and  one  coroner's  inquest  will  cost  more  than  it 
will  to  keep  a  tramp  alive  ar  i  lie  Parker  House  for 
six  months.  The  police  have  room  and  some  fa- 
cilities for  making  soup  i  his  year,  and  the  cocking 
will  cost  nothing;.  There  are  twelve  station 
houses  in  Boston  and  the  $5000  is  to  be  divided 
among  them,  giving  over  §400  for  each  station 
house.  Well',  sir,  how  many  hungry  people  are 
suffering  while  you  are  making  all  this  fuss  about 
it?  If  you  pay  half  of  it  for  rent,  what  is  left 
to  feed  people  with?  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  [Mr.  Perkins]  nods  hi^  head  and  says  nothing. 
Is  it  not  better  to  let  the  police  give  it  to  the  de- 
serving, even  if  some  others  who  are  not  deserv- 
ing get  a  litttle.  There  is  another  consideration 
which  perhaps  does  not  strike  the  members  of  the 
City  Government.  These  officers  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  study  the  culinary  department, 
and  next  year  when  the  City  Government  goes 
upon  its  annual  pilgrimage,  it,  can  take  the  police 
officers  with  them  and  save  the  cost  of  cooking 
their  dinner. 

Mr,  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  cannot  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  last  gentleman,  that  anybody  and 
everybody  who  sees  fit  to  stop  at  the  station 
houses  or  other  places  where  soup  is  given  out 
should  receive  his  or  her  portion.  The  soup 
should  be  confined  to  the  poor.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  tramp  who  comes  from  any  other  place, 
or  that  any  resident  of  Boston  who  is  known  by  the 
police  to  have  means,  should  receive  any  portion  of 
this  saOliii.  I  believe  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
the  poor.  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  police 
of  Boston  are  better  adapted  and  more  competent 
to  determine  who  are  really  deserving  poor  in  their 
districts  than  any  new  persons  whom  we  can  ap- 
point to  hunt  up  the  poor.  I  believe  you  can  leave 
it  to  them.  I  believe— although  a  year  ago  I  en- 
tertained a  different  opinion— that  they  are  more 
competent  to  give  out  this  soup  than  are  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor.  I  assume  that  we  desire 
that  all  of  this  sauna  shall  reach  those  for  whom  it 
is  intended.  Now,  it  is  known  that  the  kettles 
are  ready  in  the  station  houses,  and  the  poor 
are  generally  well  known  to  the  police. 
In  a  very  short  time  the  police  would  see 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  coming  regularly 
for  their  soup,  and  if  they  find  "that  they 
are  persons  who  are  imposing  upon  them,  they 
could  stop  the  supply  of  soup.  If  a  mechanic  is 
working  in  that  vicinity  be  should  not  come  to  get 
some  soup  to  eke  out,  the  dinner  which  be  gets  at 
home.  It  is  to  the  poor  that  this  soup  should  be 
confined  ;  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2,  and 
the  last,  gentleman  who  spoke  expressed  it,  if  we 
take  §5000  to  spend  for  the  poor,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  joint  special  committee,  I  don't  believe 
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that  $1500  of  it  would  ever  get  to  the  poor.  If 
there  is  an  objection  to  employing'  the  po- 
lice stations  by  such  a.  committee  tt'iey  will  thave 
to  rind  other  places;  first  you  will  have  the  item 
of  rent;  second,  there  must  be  the  cost  of  provid- 
ing new  utensils  for  making  tins  soup  or  removing 
the  present  utensils  at  the  station  house  to  a  new 
place  ;  third,  you  must  provide  persons  to  prepare 
and  dispense  this  sou]).  Now,  not  one  ot  those  ex- 
penses will  have  to  be  borne  if  the  soup  is  given 
out  as  contemplated  in  the  original  order.  I  hope 
the  original  order  will  be  passed  tonight,  and  that 
we  shall  incur  no  expense  to  dispense  soup  or  pro- 
vide any  other  plan  to  give  it  out  when  we  already 
have  one  that  is  so  good. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  and  several  others,  that 
the  police  are  the  best  medium  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  charity,  chiefly  because  they  are  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  districts  of  the  city  and  know 
the  poor  who  deserve  this  charity.  'But  I  think 
there  is  something  in  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  that  there  should  be  some 
committee  to  seek  out  that  class  of  persons 
who,  from  a  want  of  delicacy,  will  not 
go  to  the  station  houses.  I  have  drawn  an 
order  here  which  I  think  will  combine  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems,  that  is,  it 
uses  the  police  ami  the  station  house  as  a  means 
of  distributing  this  soup,  and  thereby  saves  the  ' 
expense  of  rents,  utensils,  etc.,  and  at  the  same 
time  will  provide  some  means  by  which  persons 
can  seek  out.  the  poor  who  would  not  go  to  the 
stations.  1  think  that  combines  the  benefit  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  wishes,  by  seeking 
out  deserving  cases,  with  the  saving  of  the  ex- 
pense of  a  new  system;  leaves  the  police  to  do 
the  bulk  of  the  business  of  distribution  and  gives 
other  machiiieryfor  seeking  out  other  eases  which 
would  not  otherwise  be  relieved.  The  order  is  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  together  with  such  as  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen  may  loin,  be  appointed,  with 
authority  to  cooperate  with  the  police  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  soup  and  with  authority  to  em- 
ploy such  aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  seek  out  and 
aid  deserving  cases  ot  poverty  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  reached. 

The  President— It  is  not  in  order  to  introduce  a 
new  order  now. 

Mr.  Putnam— I  intended  it  as  an  amendment, 
the  same  as  the  others. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  move  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee, 
to  consist  of  three  from  this  branch  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  objections  to 
that  reference,  but  I  think  t  be  suggestion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  is  eminent- 
ly the  most  fitting  one  proposed,  and  it  must  com- 
mend itself  to  the  judgment  of  every  gentleman 
present,  and  I  think  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Sixteenth  Ward  would  agree  to  that  thing,  because 
it  seems  to  me  thai  it  incorporates  his  very  ideas. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  has  proposed 
that  some  person  shal!  be  employed  to  seek  out 
worthy  noor;  if  I  understand  my  worthy  friend 
from  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  that  was  his  exact  propo- 
sition. It  seems  to  me  that  that  was  a  proper  thing 
to  do  and  as  one  who  has  taken  a  special  interest  in 
this  matter  during  the  past  year,  1  think  that  is  one 
of  the  best  things  proposed.  I  hope  the  idea  will 
prevail,  and  that  such  persons  may  be  employed 
to  seek  out  the  worthy  poor,  that  all  that  is  rjro-' 
posed  by  this  older  may  be  done. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  do  not,  of  course, 
wish  to  urge  action  upon  such  an  older  so  hastily 
drawn;  but  we  may  have  a  severe  winter,  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  suffering  already,  so  that, 
if  the  Council  sees  its  wav  clear  to  pass  any  order 
tonight,  I  think  it  would  not  be  preferable  to  refer 
it  to  a  committee,  as  the  order  I  offered  seems  to 
combine  the  merits  of  both  plans. 

Mr. Kimball  of  Ward  li— Is  the  older  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  now  before  the 
Council  ? 

The  President— ft  is  not.  There  are  two  amend- 
ments already  to  the  original  order. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  — Before  the  last 
amendment  was  offered,  I  was  about  to  withdraw 
my  amendment.  1  now  hope  that  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  joint  special  committee  will  prevail, 
and  that  they  will  take  all  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration and  report  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Want  1G — J  hope  that  the  motion 
will  prevail,  because  I  think  by  the  action  of 
the  committee  the  subject  will  be  boiled  down- 


not  the  soup— and  that  we  shall  have  the  essential 
points  extracted. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— It  is  all  well  enough  to 
appoint  committees ;  hut  committees  want  to  go 
to  work  with  full  stomachs.  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter let  the  police  officers  do  it,  and  give  the  soup 
to  those  who  are  hungry. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7— The  original  order  seems 
to  suit  me  very  well.  The  Committee  on  Police 
have  taken  care  of  it  very  satisfactorily  so  far. 
We  have  a  Standing  Committee  on  Police  on  the 
part  of  this  branch,  and  if  they  were  added  to  it 
I  think  it  would  accomplish  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing a  joint  committee.  I  shall  vote  for  the  order 
as  it  is. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  is  evident  that  there 
is  a  great  diversity  ol  opinion  m  the  Council  on 
this  subject.  I  think  that  five  different  themes 
have  been  introduced,  and  that  seems  to  be  agaoa 
argument  for  appointing  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— There  are  grave  objec- 
tions to  the  police  distributing  this  soup.  I  know 
of  hundreds  of  poor  people  last,  yeai  who  would 
not  go  near  the  station  house,  and  who  were  actu- 
ally suffering  for  want  of  food.  They  do  not 
want  it  if  they  are  required  to  go  to  tin  station 
house  tor  it.  I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
joint  special  committee  will  preva.il,  and  that  they 
will  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed  in  non-concur- 
rence. Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Flynn  of  Ward 
7  and  Putnam  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  said 
committee  and  the  papers  were  sent  up  for  con- 
currence. 

WIDENING  OF  LEVERETT  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  transmitting  to  the  City 
Council  for  concurrence,  a  resolve  and  order  (City 
Doc.  No.  99)  for  the  widening  of  Leverett  street, 
on  the  southwesterly  side,  from  Charles  street  to 
Brighton  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $41,- 
970,  the  damages  to  the  estates  being  given  in  the 
schedule  annexed : 


u 


Lewis  (lark Cor.    Leverett 

and  Charles. 
Dennis  F.  Flagg  


Heirs    of    Daniel 

Breen 
Heirs  of    Joshua 

Bennett 

Lewis  Clark 

.'.list  ill    W.  belli  1 1 II 


130  and  132 

128  and  cor. 

Brighton  street 


$4.50      $3,861.00 
3.50        1,085.00 

4.03        1,400.00 


4.50      15,455.00 


4,452  $41,070.00 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  sent  up. 

WATER    SUPPLY      FROM     NONESUCH    POND. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water,  who  were  requested  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  procuring  a  temporary  supply  of  water 
from  Nonesuch  Pond,  submitted  majority  and 
minority  reports,  the  former  recommending  the 
passage  of   the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  ses- 
sion for  the  passage  of  aeacl  authorizing  I  he  city 
of  Boston  to  take  water  from  Nonesuch  Pond  in 
the  towns  of  Weston  and  Natiek,  and  to  take  from 
time  to  time  such  lands  as  may  be  necessary  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  said  water  and  to  conduct 
it  into  Lake  Coc'hituate  or  into  the  conduit  be 
tween  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir. 

Minoritii  Report.  The  undersigned  respect- 
fully dissent  from  the  recommendation  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  c mittee  in  the  matter  of  petition- 
ing for  authority  to  take  the  waters  of  Nonesuch 
1'on.d,  for  the  following  reasons: 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  Engineer 
that  it  will  require  a  full  working  year,  after 
legislative  authority  is  obtained,  to  construct  a 
storage  reservoir  in  connection  with  Nonesuch 
Pond.  The  cost  for  land  and  construction  is  es- 
timated at  Stilt), 1)00,  in  addition  to  which  must    be 
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included  mill  damages  and  claims  for  withholding 
water  from  Waban  Lake— a  large  ornamental 
pond  in  front  of  the  estates  of  Mollis  Hunnewell 
and  others,  in  the  town  of  Needham.  The  time  re- 
quired for  filling  the  reservoir  after  its 
completion  in  consequence  of  the  small  wa- 
tershed dependent  upon  the  annual  rainfall  will  be 
from  one  to  six  years,  and  it  would  only  be  of 
value  when  full  and  in  a  year  of  drought,  like  the 
present.  There  is  a  similar  reservoir  in  connec- 
tion with  Lake  Cochituate,  namely,  Dudley  Fond. 
This  was  drawn  off  during  the  drought  of  1872, 
and,  with  a  more  favorable  watershed,  has  not, 
if  we  are  correctly  informed,  since  that 
time  been  filled.  To  construct  and  fill  the 
proposed  reservoir  will  require  more  time 
than  to  complete  works  which  will  furnish  the 
city  with  m  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the 
next  fifty  years.  It  therefore  seems  to  the  under- 
signed undesirable  to  make  the  large  expenditure 
required  for  the  proposed  reservoir,  or  any  similar 
small  scheme,  unless  the  City  Council  decide,  to 
abandon  the  surer,  better  and  mora  ample  ones 
now  under  consideration.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  addition  to  the  large  outlay  which 
must  be  made  during  the  next  year  for  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Works,  nearly  one  million  of  dol- 
lars will  have  to  be  provided,  during  the  same 
time,  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  proposed  sewer  and 
storage  reservoirs  for  the  Mystic  Water  Works. 
To  enable  the  city  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
contracts  now  existing  between  the  Mystic  works 
and  the  several  municipalities  depending  upon 
that  source  for  3  water  supply,  work  should  be 
commenced  early  in  the  coming  year  in  construct- 
ing the  sewer  and  reservoir,  so  that  the  water  may 
not  only  be  pure  but  ample  in  quantity. 

With  a  profound  regard  tor  the  best  interests  of 
our  city,  and  with  the  firm  conviction  that  an 
abundant  supply  of  pure  water  will  tend  to  pro- 
mote, the  prosperity,  health  and  comfort  of  its 
people,  we  again  urge  upon  the  City  Council  the 
importance  of  prompt  and  liberal  action  upon  the 
question  of  an  additional  water  supply. 

Ours  is  a  manufacturing  city,  and  the  chief  ele- 
mentwhich  enters  into  the  successful  operation  of 
manufactories  is  pure  water  for  steam  purposes. 
New  industries  requiring  water  for  steam  or  mo- 
tive power  are  constanth  springing  up,  but  during 
the  past  year  all  such  have  been  discouraged  for 
want  of  water  to  supply  their  needs.  The  revenue 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Department  more  than 
doubles  every  ten  years,  reaching  this  year  up- 
wards of  one  million  of  dollar-,  and  should  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  proposed  Sudbury  works  reach 
the  sum  estimated."  we  are  confident  the  increase 
in  revenue  will  provide  for  the  interest  on  the 
cost,  and  bring  to  our  city  the  prosperity  which 
follows  the  permanent  establishment  of  manufac- 
turing industries  in  any  community. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
Alanson  Bigelovv. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr-.  Pease  of 
Ward  1,  who  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
matter  while  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Dean]  is  absent. 

FIRE  ESCAPES  FOR  WINTHROP  SCHOOUBOUSE. 

Mr. West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lie  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee  that  fire  escapes  be  pro- 
vided in  the  Winthrop  Schoolhouse,  Tremont 
street,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that  the 
request  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
ImiMings.  Accepted,  and  reference  ordered  and 
report  sent  up. 

PROTECTION    FROM  FIRE  IN  WARD  17. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Fire  Department,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pe- 
titions of  Matthew  BoUes  et.  al.  and  J.  G-.  Whit- 
ney et.  al.  for  further  protection  from  fire  in  the 
Seventeenth  Ward,  reported  that  the  additions 
recently  made  to  the  department  in  that  section 
of  the  city  would  appear  to  furnish  -ufheient  pro- 
tection for  the  present  time.  A  chemical  engine, 
drawn  by  horses,  and  under  the  charge  of  a  mem- 
ber of  tlic  department  permanently  employed,  has 
been  located  at  Rosliudale.  A  new  reservoir  has 
also  been  established  near  the  engine  house  in  the 
same  district.  Vox  West  Roxbury  Village,  a  light 
hand  ladder  carriage  is  now  building:  and  a  new 
reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  25,01111  gallons  has 
been  established  on  Mount  Vernon  street.  Ar- 
rangements are  now  being  made  for  a  permanent 
supply  of  water  to  Ward  17  for  domestic  use  and 
the  extinguishment  of  fires;  when  that  is  accom- 
plished it  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  some  addi- 
tional fire  apparatus. 


The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  up. 

PROPOSED  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  POOR. 

Mr.Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  well-known  desti- 
tution among  the  working  classes  of  our  people, 
caused  by  the  extreme  inactivity  and  dulness  of 
business,  the  near  approach  of  the  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  general  feeling  that 
one  cf  the  hardest  of  the  hard  winters  of  our  New 
England  climate  is  approaching,  and  in  fact  is 
upon  us,  and  that  a  very  large  number  of  worthy 
citizens  are  thrown  out  of  employment  (formerly 
m  the  employ  of  the  city),  who  must  inevitably,  be 
cast  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  un  ess 
some  means  are  provided  to  give  them  some  kind 
of  employment ;  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  a  joint 
special  committee  of  the  City  Council,  to  consist 
of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  togeth- 
er with  such  as  tin-  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join, 
be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  report 
whether  some  means  may  be  provided  by  the  City 
Council  to  furnish  employment  upon  the  streets 
of  the  city,  or  in  other  capacities,  for  worthy  per- 
sons, at  such  wages  as  may  enable  them  to  afford 
sustenance  for  themselves  and  their  families  dur- 
ing some  portions  at  least  of  the  hard  season,  and 
thus  in  a  measure  prevent  starvation  and  its  con- 
sequences, as  well  as  to  add  something  to  our 
stock  of  humanity. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  cannot  conceive  that 
among  the  gentlemen  composing  this  <  ouncil  of 
sensible  men,  one  single  word  is  needed  to  enforce 
the  argument  which  those  words  proclaim.  It  is 
proverbial.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  the  poor— and  worthy  poor— peo- 
ple of  Boston  are  out  of  employment,  and  it  is  a 
question  not  only  of  expediency  but  of  humanity, 
whether  it  is  not  our  bounden  duty  to  provide 
some  relief  for  the  unemployed.  I  have  intro- 
duced that  order  that  it  may  be  brought  to  tne 
attention  of  the  Council  and 'the  taxpayers,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  one  which  will  commend  itself 
to  the  best  judgment  of  the  people.  I  desire  to 
make  no  speech  upon  it.  It  tells  its  own  story  and 
therefore  I  am  content  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  (ouncil. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  would  most  heartily 
agree  in  any  order  which  tends  in  a  proper  way  to 
relieve  the  poor  or  needy  during  this  severe  sea- 
son ;  but  I  think  that  in  this  order  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple involved  which  we  shoultl  not  commit  our- 
selves to  even  by  appointing  a  joint  committee  to 
consider  it.  and  that  is  the  policy  of  government, 
whether  State  or  national— furnishing  employ- 
ment to  the  people.  It  might,  not  do  any  harm  by 
doing  it  one  winter,  but  the  principle  is  a  very 
dangerous  one.  If  begun  it  will  grow  con- 
stantly. There  is  a  constantly  increasing  class  who 
are  looking  for  work,  and  a  proletariat  will  grow 
up  just  as  has  appeared  in  France.  Although 
it  will  have  a.  small  beginning  here  for  one  season, 
still  I  would  not  establish  a  precedent  which  will 
involve  a  great  deal  ot  trouble,  if  poor  people  get 
into  the  habit  of  looking  to  the  city  for  employ- 
ment when  it  is  not  needed.  If  we  are  going  to 
manufacture  orders  for  street,  widenings  in  order 
to  make  work  for  the  poor,  the  result  in  the  end 
would  be  almost  confiscation,  because  it  would  be 
a  recognized  principle  that  no  necessity  for  im- 
provements would  be  created,  but  that  the  poor 
people  create  a  necessity  for  the  work.  Although 
it  might  not  do  harm  to  appoint  a  committee,  still 
I  think  the  principle  such  a  dangerous  one  that  I 
am  opposed  to  taking  this  first  s,ep  towards  creat- 
ing a  proletariat. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G — As  we  have  taken  steps 
ta  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  this  subject,  I 
would  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Soup. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  took  the  suggestion- of 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  with 
regard  to  the  soup  question  and  it  went  along 
in  my  mind  when  he  said  that  this  was  going  to 
be  the  hardest  winter,  I  believe — and  I  "believe, 
too,  that  every  gentleman  here  believes— it  will  be 
the  hardest  winter  we  have  had  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Now,  1  suppose  my  worthy  fiiend  from 
the  Sixth  Ward  believes  that  I  introduced  that 
order  for  the  purpose  of  being  upon  thai,  commit- 
tee, and  therefore  he  wants  to  get  it  before  some 
otner  committee.  I  expected  it  f rem  him.  That 
committee  has  got  about  as  much  as  it  can  do. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  ii  may  put  a  veto  upon 
that  order,  but  it  might  do  him  good, if  passed; 
it     might    give    him     a    little    common    sense. 
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I  have  introduced  this  order  upon  a  broad  princi- 
ple.   This  is  a  great  corporation,  and  we  are  the 

directors  of  it,  elected  by  the  corporators  for  the 
taking  care  of  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
Now,  here  is  starvation  and  poverty  staring  us  in 
the  face,  all  round  about  us.  Shall  we  wait  till 
death  ensues,  or  shall  we  take  the  patient  in  time 
to  secure  his  life  and  comfort?  I  care  not  for 
what  Paris  has  done.  Great  heavens !  if  we  had  a 
Napoleon  we  would  have  a  better  city  of  Boston 
than  we  have.  Paris  nev-r  thrived  as  it  did  un- 
der the  reign  ot  Napoleon;  Paris  never  had  her 
streets  in  such  shape  as  it  did  when  Napoleon  had 
the  rule;  it  never  had  before,  and  it  has  never- 
had  since— may  never  have  again.  Now,  sir, 
he  created  and  widened  streets  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  employment  to  the  poor.  Why, 
there  are  projects  passed  upon  by  this  Council  for 
grading  and  widening  streets  which  can  be  done 
during  the  cold  and  inclement  weather  at  one-half 
the  expense  that  it  will  cose  next  year.  Let  us 
look  at  things  as  they  are.  While  we  protect  the 
millionnaire,  let  us  see  that  we  protect  the  poor 
pauper.  Let  us  all  enter  into  our  heart  of  hearts 
with  a  sense  of  decency  and  propriety  towards 
those  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  we  are,  and  are 
suffering  for  the  little  plate  of  soup  which  we 
should  deal  out.  Talk  about  principle,  talk  about 
decency,  and  turn  away  our  fellow-man, whom  God 
has  created  in  his  own  image,  and  placed  upou 
the  face  of  the  earth !  Poverty  is  no  crime,  but  it 
may  lead  to  crime.  Let  us  do  what  we  can  to  al- 
leviate that  crime.  It  will  be  money  in  the  city 
treasury,  and  lessen  the  cost  of  our' courts,  that 
we  may  help  along  the  great  hope  that  shall  go 
up  from  every  honest  man,  with  love  to  your 
fellowman  and  love  to  God,  our  only 
superior.  Let  my  friend  talk  about  the  poor. 
The  poor  are  in  ne^d  of  bread  and  butter,  which 
th-se  people  demand  day  by  day.  There  is  where 
your  power  lies.  What,  sir,  in  a  time  of  poverty 
like  tins,  if  we  open  our  i  harifies— our  city  treas- 
ury, if  need  be— does  it  follow  that  we  shall  do  it 
another  year  when  plenty  abounds,  and  when  the 
people  are  protected  and  able  to  hold  their 
heads  up,  as  you  an'!  I  do,  in  the  commu- 
nity? Let  us  stand  by  the  right,  God 
helping  us.  Let  humanity  be  our  watchword. 
Let  it  be  our  leading  word.  And  there  is  not  a 
man  in  this  community  who  would  raise  his  voice 
as  ataxpayerjagainst  that  little  order  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  introduce.  I  hope  that  nobody 
will  vote  against  it.  I  cannot  believe  it  is  in  the 
heart  of  any  man  here  to  vote  against  the  princi- 
ple in  that  order.  It  is  merely  for  the  committee 
to  report  upon  the  principle 'or  feasibility  of  it. 
What  harm  does  it?  Does  it  touch  the  comforts  of 
my  friend  who  lives  in  affluence  and  fares  sump- 
tuously every  day  at  his  residence  at  the  High- 
lands? Does  it  touch  his  conscience  01  his  pride? 
Give  the  poor  their  plate  of  soup!  Talk  not  of 
pride  in  necessity.  Give  them  a  hasty  plate  of 
soup,  give  them  the  morsel  for  which  they  beg, 
and  sustain  their  lives  and  enable  them  to  rise 
from  the  place  of  humility  which  they  hold,  and 
aspire  to  a  higher  place,  even  to  seats  in  this 
Council  against  some  who  are  here. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— I  will  not  admit  that 
I  am  second  to  the  gentlemaa  from  Ward  5  or 
anybody  in  this  Council  in  sympathy  with  the  poor 
for  the 'sniveling  which  the\  will  undergo  during 
the  coming  season,  and  I  will  always  favor  any 
method  for  distributing  discriminate  aid  or 
charity.  But  I  cannot  vote  for  this  order,  or  for 
any  order  which  has  in  it  a  tendency  to  create 
work  for  the  sake  of  giving  employment  I  say 
it  is  a  fatal  principle  for  any  municipal 
or  corporate  government  to  enter  upon.  Al- 
though it  is  beginning  very  small,  1  think  the 
principle  will  be.  a  very  dangerous  one.  The  gen- 
tleman refers  to  Paris  under  Napoleon.  Although 
that  is  somewhat  remote,  I  will  say  that  if  that  is 
what  you  are  to  do  by  establishing  a  proletariat, 
God  save  us  from  it.  If  we  are  to  run  boulevards 
and    streets    through 
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impracticability  of  this  matter,  and  tin' danger- 
ous precedent  to  be  established  should  we  go  so 
far  as  to  establish   such   a  committee.    For  one,  I 


cannot  see  how  a  committee  could  conceive  of 
any  plan  to  propose  to  the  City  Government  by 
which  work  should  be  originated  in  order  to  em- 


partments  in  charge  of  committees.  If  those  de- 
partments can  enlarge  their  work  and  bring  for- 
ward their  propositions,  of  course  it  would  in- 
crease the  means  of  employment  for  the  poor. 
If  they  would  bring  their  propositions  before  the 
City  Council  for  us  to  act  upon,  we  eomd  then 
decide  upon  such  means  a  <  would  provide  assist- 
ance for  the  poor.  We  have  had  no  propositions 
brought  before  u-;  from  the  various  committees, 
but  what  we  shall  have  ■will  be  acted  upon  by 
their  merits.  If  that  is  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  desires,  we  should  vote  to  accomplish  it  in 
that  way.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  has 
stated  iii  a  few  words,  that  for  a.  ^government — 
municipal  or  State  or  general— to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  taking  charge  of  and  appropriat- 
ing moneys  for  furnishing  employment, 
it  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  that  nothing 
but  an  absolute  monarchy  should  think  of  enter- 
ing upon.  Such  a  policy  "would  be  fatal  to  the  em- 
ployed and  to  the  whole  community.  I  recollect 
that  this  is  about  the  last  of  the  year  and  that  an 
election  is  :  -oon  to  'tike  place, an  I  1  remember  that 
about  this  time  last  year  propositions  for  helping 
the  poor  were  strongly  advocated  before  this  body, 
although  !  cannot  sec  how  tiiis  can  be  connected 
with 'he  election.  I  cannot  see  how  anything  of 
this  kind  can  be  done. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke.  The  superintendents  of 
the  various  department.-,  may  be  counted  upon  to 
give  all  the  labor  that  they  can  to  the  poor,  and 
until  I  can  be  made  to  understand  that  a  joint 
special  committee  can  be  made  to  do  it  better 
than  the  regular  committees  can,  I  shall  vote 
against  this'order.  I  heartily  sympathize  with  the 
idea  of  aiding  the  poor,  but  we  should  be  very 
careful  about  what  steps  we  take.  As  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  ID,  1  think  the  order  is  a 
dangerous  one,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Jacey  of  Ward  20—1  agree  with  the  ideas  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  His  idea  is  to  spur 
up  the  action  of  the  various  committees.  It  has 
been  done  before.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was 
done  before.  There  was  an  order  lor  every  person 
to  empty  their  water  conductors  into  the  main 
sewers ;'that  caused  an  immense  ami  ant  of  em- 
ployment to  masons.  Then  there  is  at-  ordinance 
for 'regulating  the  water  fixtures,  and  that  will 
give  employment  to  the  plumbers  of  the  city. 
Many  other  things  could  be  done  to  carry  out  the 
gentleman's  idea.  I  forget  the  word  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  -such  words  are  not  familiar 
to  us  Democrats  and  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
using  them,  and  I  shall  have  to  wait  and  study  it 
out  in  the  official  report.  But  I  think  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  a  good  one.  There 
arc  many  things  lying  dormant  in  the  committees 
which  could  be  brought  forward  so  as  to  give^ 
work  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  care  not,  si",  for 
the  gentleman  with  his  "pollytariats,"  or  any 
other  "pollyats."  Let  him  talk  about  polities, 
and  I  will  know  what  he  says.  1  care  not  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  !l  aiid  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  l(i,  over  here,  deem  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. But  what  is  it  that  is  dangerous?  Haven't 
we  had  them,  and  don't  we  have  them  day  after 
day?  Only,  sir,  you  give  to  the  rich  and  not  to 
the  poor.  You  legislate  here  in  I-ehalf  of  the  mil- 
lionnaires,on  the  hopper  clo.sets.50r  whatever  else 
you  may  have  here;  yet  you  leave  the  great  inter- 
est of  the  common'  people  out  of  sight.  This 
is  no  poppy-cock  talk.  I  expected  this  op- 
position. I  expected  it  from  the  aristocrats 
who  set  themselves  above  ordinary  people  and 
their  ordinary  wants,  and  because  it  comes  from 
me,  sir,  as  being  a  bold  proposer  of  new  ideas. 
That  is  whence  this  opposition  is.  It  is  nothing 
•l.-e.  There  is  no  prineipl •  propriety  or  decen- 
cy in  it.    Let  us  take   things    as  we  find  them  to- 
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Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Kimball— My  point  of  older  is  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  5  are  not  ger- 
mane to  the  question  now  before  the  Council. 

The  President— It  is  difficult  to  decide  the  point 
of  order,  as  the  gentleman  was  speaking  some- 
what upon  the  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  will  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  answering  the  gentleman  on 
the  "pollytariacks."  .L,et  the  young  squirt*  call 
me  to  order,  squirt  as  he  is. 

The  President— Every  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  raise  a  point  of  order,  whether  he  is  in  order  or 
not.  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  member,  and  he 
is  not  to  be  criticised  by  any  member  speaking 
after  him. 

Mr.  Shaw— When  an>  gentleman  here  suggests 
any  argument  with  regard  to  any  question,  I  have 
a  right  to  answer  that  argument.  I  shall  always 
quote  his  language  until  ordered  not  to  quote  it. 
And  you,  sir,  as  President  of  this  Council,  know 
very  well  that  I  have  that  right.  And  i  say 
he  may  talk  his  French  "  pollyacks "  as 
much  as  he  has  a  mind  to ;  he  may  talk  Yankee 
politics,  and  I  answer  him  as  a  man  here. 
When  I  raised  this  order  I  expected  that  it  would 
be  opposed  by  the  votes  of  such  as  he,  because  it 
is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
and  in  the  best  interest  of  the  taxpayers,  and 
hence  in  the  interest  of  those  who  are  not  tax- 
payers, everyg  man,  woman  and  child  who  walks 
our  streets  has  an  interest  in  the  supervision  cf  this 
corporation.  I  have  not  expected  that  it  would  be 
passed  without  opposition  from  such  as  he.  If  it 
is  voted  down,  I  shall  be  content.  That  is  all  i 
have  to  say.  I  have  done  that  which  my  mind 
compels  me  to  do,  taking  things  as  I  find  them. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President  said  the  question  was  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer,  and  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  withdrew 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas   and  nays  on  the 


Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  see  any  possi- 
ble harm  in  passing  this  order.  It  is  simply  a  ref- 
erence to  a  committee.  If  they  can  throw  any 
light  upon  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that 
we  have  to  solve,  I  as  a  member  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment should  be  glad  to  receive  it.  I  move  to 
amend  the  order  by  adding  "also  to  consider 
whether  the  employment  of  men  on  sewing  ma- 
chines in  making  clothing  in  our  penal  institu- 
tions tends  to  increase  pauperism." 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone,  and  it  was  lost^yeas  28, 
nays  30. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bearce,  Boardman,  Brackett' 
Burditt,  Caton,  Crecker,  Cudvvorth,  Cushman, 
Denny,  Goldthwait,  Kimball,  Leach,  Morse,  Page, 
Peabodv,  Pease,  Perkins,  l'utnani,  Russell,  Sweet- 
ser,  Thachcr,  West,  Weston,  E.  P.Wilbur,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods,  Woodward— 28. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bleiler,  Burgess. 
Butler,  Cawley,  Collins.  Crowley,  Dacey,  Flatley, 
Flynn,  Gordon,  Harrington,  Jennings,  Kent,  Lo- 
ring, Martin,  McCarty,  Moley,  Noyes,  Powers, 
Prav.  Shaw,  Sibley.  Sprague,  Sweat,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Warren,  Wbiston— 30. 

Absent,  or  not  voting— )li«rv  Barn,  Ileal,  Bent, 
Brown,  Davis,  Day,  Deans,  Fuller,  Hick*,  Rlne, 
Hunnewell,  Long.  Minot.  Moonev,  Smith — 15. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— As  the  subiect  of  this 
order  seems  to  be  so  nearly  related  to  that  on 
which  we  have  appointed  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee, I  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  to  refer  it  to  the  joint  Special  Committee 
on  Soup. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  as  I  was  appointed  on  that  com- 
mittee. If  this  is  coming  to  the  same  committee 
I  shall  have  to  sit  upon  the  question,  and  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  in  this  particular  case,  I  feel 
that  I  could  not  sit  upon  the  question,  and  should 
have  to  decline. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  suggests  a  good  reason  for  referring  it 
to  that  committee.  It  would  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  gentlemen  having  no  decided 
opinions,  which  would  be  desirable.    It  seems  to 

*Mr.  Shaw  positively  denies  the  use  of  the  word 
"squirt,"  but  it  was  so  understood  by  the  reporter  and 
written  out  in  longhand,  at  the  time.  He  savs  the 
word  he  used  was  "spurt." 


me  that  this  is  a  subject  which  it  would  do  no 
harm  for  us  to  consider,  and  I  am  glad  the  motion 
to  refer  has  been  renewed.  The  committee 
might  Consider  what  can  be  done  for  the  poor  this 
winter  in  the  way  of  work  while  they  are  consid- 
ering the  subject  of  provisions  and  soup.  I  hope 
they  will  consider— though  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  distinctly  referred  to  them  or  not — whether  it 
is  desirable  to  make  people  who  apply  for  soup  at 
the  station  house  perform  some  labor  for  the 
lodgings  furnished  them  ;  and  whether  there  are 
any  ways  of  making  them  work  the  next  morning 
after  getting  lodgings,  ami  whether  there  are  any 
ways  for  people  to  receive  public  assistance  so 
that  they  can  make  a  return  for  it.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  a  very  proper  subject  for  that  com- 
mittee to  consider''  and  r  seems  unreasonable  and 
absurd  to  appoint  two  committees  to  consider  the 
same  subject.  I  hope  the  committee  will  con- 
sider this  subject  and  make  an  exhaustive  report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  a  degree  of  courtesy  due  from 
members  oi  this  Council  toother  members.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  offered  that  order.  Common  courtesy 
—I  may  as  well  say  it  now  as  at  anv  other  time, 
for  everybody  knows  it— would  lead  the  honorable 
President  to  appoint  me  upon  that  committee. 
But  a  common  enemy  rises  here  and  because  I 
have  goffered  'thatj  order,  tries  to  divert  it  from 
its  proper  course.  Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  from  personal  opposition,  having  fought 
me  on  everything  since  he  has  been  a  member 
here,  rises  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  this  order 
from  the  natural  channel  which  it  would  take. 
Is  that  common  courtesy  or  decency?  I  ask  no 
more. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  hope  this  order  will 
not  be  referred  to  a  different  committee.  I  think 
we  have  members  of  this  government  who  have 
time  and  ability  to  go  into  this  matter.  I  see  no 
reason  for  referring  it.  unless  it  is  intended  to  kill 
it  out,  and  1  hope  that  game  will  not  be  played. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  have  only  to  say  that 
I  have  no  de-ire  but  that  the  whole  subject  shall 
be  considered  fairly,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  the  committee  can  consider  it 
better  in  connection  with  the  other  subject  al- 
ready before  them. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Soup.  They 
will  have  all  that  tqey  can  do  in  the  next  ten  days 
with  the  matters  to  come  before  them.  I  hope  it 
will  be  considered  by  a  separate  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
ordered  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  by 
a  rising  vote— 32  for,  25  against— and  sent  up,  the 
President  appointing  Messrs.  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Kent  of  Ward  21,  and  Powers  of  Ward  4  on  said 
committee. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  in  relation  to  the  project  for  procuring  a 
supply  of  water  from  Sudbui  v  River,  be  ami  thev 
are  hereby  directed  to  allow 'no  statements  to  be 
made  to  them  of  facts  relating  to  said  matters 
and  to  receive  no  testimony  before  them  that  is 
not  given  under  oath,  from  any  person  not  duly 
sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  brief 
statement.  1  ottered  triat  order  in  the  inter- 
est of  propriety  and  of  justice.  I  have  heard 
statements  floating  around  City  Hall  that 
have  no  foundation  in  truth;  I  have  heard  of 
statements  made  before  that  honorable  commit- 
tee—I  did  not  hear  them  myself .  because  I  have 
not  appeared  before  them— I  have  heard  of  state- 
ments made  which  are  entirely  divested  of  truth. 
And  now,  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  propriety, 
I  have  introduced  that  order.  1  desire,  sir,  and' I 
have  a  right  to  desire,  and  the  right  to  suggest  here 
that  every  statement  which  shall  be  made  there 
shall  come  in  the  sacredness  of  an  oath.  Is  there 
a  man  in  this  community  wbo  desires  to  have  a 
trial  before  a  court  of  justice  who  wouldn't  de- 
mand that  every  witness  should  be  subjected  to 
the  administration  of  an  oath,  and  hold  up  his 
hand  before  his  God  and  make  a  stateim  nt  which 
he  is  ready  to  answer  to  here  oifhereafter?  Will 
the  Common  Council  of  Boston  vote  down 
that  order?  Will  they  go  before  the  peo- 
ple and  say  that  they  do  not  desire 
the     tr~.th?     Shall     parties     be     admitted     to 
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make  statements  before  an  honorable  committee 
to  sit,  sir,  in  judgment,  who  are  allowed  to  tell 
that  which  their  interests  or  their  own  fancy  may 
dictate  to  them  without  the  sanction  of  an  oath? 
1  ask  this  here  before  the  people.  My  name  has 
been  connected  with  that  so-called  judicial  tribu- 
nal. Thank  God,  sir,  that  tribunal  has  no  power 
over  me.  Until  I  shall  have  committed  an  overt 
act— I  speak  that  now  which  you  yourselves 
know— I  shall  not  descend  from  my  high 
position  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold  here 
as  a  member  of  this  City  Government;  when  I 
shall  have  charged  my  compeers  here,  my  asso- 
ciates, with  crime,  call  me  to  account,  sir,  as  you 
have  the  right  to  do.  But,  sir,  when  a  committee 
of  this  honorable  City  Council  sits  in  judgment,  for 
Ood's  sake,  I  want  them  to  hear  the  truth,  and  that 
is  why  I  have  introduced  that  order.  If  that  order 
is  to  be  defeated  1  am  content.  I  have  then  carried 
my  point,  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  the  fact,  and  I  demand  it,  sir,  as 
one  whose  name  ha-  been  held  in  obloquy,  and  it 
may  be  by  a  certain  class  of  the  City  ( ievernment, 
because  I  have  dared  that,  sir,  which  1  shall  dare 
again,  and  that  is,  to  state  my  opinions  and  my 
views  and  judgment,  Hod  helping  me,  so  long  as  I 
have  the  honor— which  will  be  but  a  very  few  days 
—of  holding  a  seat  in  this  Council.  And  now,  I 
only  ask  that  such  as  they  request  or  summon 
as  witnesses  before  them,  or  as  they  shall  notify 
to  come  before  them,  so  that  whenever  they  say 
anything  purporting  to  be  facts,  it  shall  he  sub- 
stantiated by  an  oath.  That  is  common,  custom 
and  practice  the  world  over.  Here  are  ques- 
tions of  fact  which  have  arisen  and  may  again 
arise.  I  hear,  yes,  sir,  I  hear  that  I  am  to 
be  taken  under  arrest  and  brought  before 
the  honorable  committee.  God  help  me, 
I  wish  they  would  take  me  there.    We  would  see 


where  people  stand  then.  I  only  ask,  sir,  in  sober 
earnest,  that  that  vote  may  be  reconsidered  in  the 

interest  of  justice  and  com i  propriety.    I  have 

only  called  attention  to  it  in  this  manner  because 
I  don't  believe  it  is  understood.  If  it  is  voted 
down,  sir,  I  shall  be  content;  my  purpose  shall  be 
gained.  I  have  spoten  my  mind.  I  propose 
to  speak  my  mind  from  this  seat  on 
every  question,  be  it  water  or  any  other,  and  I 
would  like  to  see  a  committee  of  this  Council  that 
dares  to  interfere  with  my  speech  when  I  make  an 
honest,  upright,  straightforward  statement,  as  I 
intend  to  do.  I  hope  that  order  will  pass.  If  it 
does  not  pass  I  shall  be  just  as  well  contented, 
though  i  am  sure  the  people  will  not. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  Shaw  voted  for  the  order,  and  could  not  move 
a  reconsideration,  but  the  President  ruled  the 
point  not  well  taken,  as  there  had  been  no  record 
of  the  vote  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  voted  against  the  order 
and  shall  vote  against  a  reconsideration,  from  the 
fact  that  gentlemen  were  before  the  committee 
and  testified  this  afternoon,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  compel  to  go  back. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  order  cannot  be  re- 
troactive.    It  is  only  for  the  future. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

CONFINEMENT  OF  PRISONERS  IN  CELLS. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  of  this 
branch  investigate  the  reasons  for  allowing  more 
than  one  person  in  a  cell  at  a  time,  and  report 
the  same  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER.  30,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  Chairman,  presiding.  . 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officers— George  N.  Hutchinson,  George 
S.  Maynard. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.    Rudolph  Bou- 
telje,  for  a  pawnbroker's  license  at  108  Dorches- 


Hicks  &    Halladav.  for  a   pawnbroker's   license. 

George  W.  Davis,  ior  a  hack  stand  on  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Globe  Theatre. 

Howard  Slade,  for  hack  stand  at  90  Court 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Count//  Buildings.  Re- 
monstrance of  Charles  R.  Train  and  112  other 
members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  against  the  erection 
of  a  new  Court  House  at  the  present  time,  in  view 
of  the  heavy  burdens,  "both  public  and  private, 
thrown  upon  the  citizens  by  the  great  fire,  the 
large  debt  of  the  city,  the  great  sums  that  must 
be  spent  for  matters  of  absolute  necessity,  and 
the  fact  that  the  present  Court  Hou-e  can,  with- 
out any  great  outlay,  be  made  convenient. 

To  the  Committee  on  streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  Rochelle,  for  a  hearing  in  the  matter 
of  damages  by  the  extension  of  East  Lenox 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Phineas  B.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses  at  42  Marcella 
street. 

Charles  N.  Rowell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  at  No.  69  Bower  street, 
Ward  14. 

Timothy  Gunning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Lamartine  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Jamaica  Plain 
Gaslight  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a  track' on 
Keyes  street. 

F.  L.  Fay,  for  leave  to  lay  a  steam  pipe  under 
Devonshire  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Frank  W.  Reynolds,  for  the  removal 
of  three  trees  from  diehard  street,  A\  ard  17. 

To  the  Joint  S/ii-rial  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  T.  E.  &  C.  F.  Newcomb.  to  be 
reimbursed  for  the  expense  of  filling  land,  and 
laving  sewer  and  sidewalks  on  Newcomb  Street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  HalUv/ith  fidl 
power).  M.  0  Brien  et  at.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall 
for  a  political  meeting  December  7. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Resolve  and  order  from  Street  Commissioners 
to  widen  Leverett  street  near  the  bridge,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $41,970.  (City  Doc.  No.  99.)  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  re- 
ferring to  Committee  on  l'ublie  Buildings  the  sub- 
ject of  fire  escapes  for  the  Wmthrop  Schoolhouse. 
Accepted 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Department  that 
airangeinciits  have  been  m„de  for  protection  of 
propei  ty  in  Ward  17  from  tire.     Accepted. 

The  order  passed  by  this  Hoard  for  the  Police 
Committee  to  distribute  soup  from  police  stations 
came  up,  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee 
to  consider  the  best  plan  for  such  distribution. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  believe  I  had  the  honor  to 
oiler  the  original  order,  and  1  think  that  this 
Board  had  better  adhere  to  its  former  action.  We 
do  not  wish  to  spend  any  part  of  the  money  for 
rents  or  fixtures;  and  we  can  use  those  at  the 
station  houses,  as  we  have  done  heretofore,  by 
simply  paying  a  man  a  dollar  a  day  to  make  the 
soup  and  take  care  of  it:  and  that  will  be  all  the 
expense  there  is  to  it.  I  have  had  the  duty  of  ap- 
proving the  bills  in  years  past,  and  I  know  the 
Police  Department  buy  as  good  food  and  at  as  low 
price  as  any  one  else  will  be  able  to  do.  As  we 
have  only  sr.nuo,  which  is  all  we  can  spend  legally 
for  soup,'  1  think  it  docs  not  become  us  to  take  any 
portion  of  it  to  run  the  expense  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee or  to  hire  places  or  persons  to  distribute  it. 
Every  dollar  of  it  should  be  given  out  in  the  way 
it  is   appropriated.     As   I   see  that  in  the  other 


branch  no  two  hardly  agreed,  I  hope  this  Board 
will  adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Alderman  stcbbinv— I  am  inclined  to  concur 
with  the  other  branch  in  the  reference  wdiich  they 
have  made  of  this  order.  I  think  that  when  the 
committee  shall  have  thoroughly  investigated  it, 
they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter 
had  better  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  police  cap- 
tains, where  it  has  been  heretofore.  There  can  be 
no  harm,  it  seems  to  me,  in  having  it  investigated 
by  this  joint  special  committee,  and  when  the 
members  of  the  other  branch  shall  have  informed 
themselves  of  the  means  in  the  police  stations,  1 
think  they  will  agree  to  leave  it  with  the  police 
captains.'  It  will  cause  very  little  delay  to  concur 
in  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  change  from  our  first  course.  I  think  that 
my  experience  has  been  heretofore,  with  what 
knowledge  I  have  had.  that  this  will  simply  cause 
delay  in  the  distribution  of  this  soup,  and  that  it 
will  cause  expense.  I  think  that  the  Police  De- 
partment have  a  better  knowledge  of  the  deserv- 
ing poor  than  almost  any  other  class  of  men  that 
we  can  call  to  our  service  to  distribute  this  soup, 
whatever  course  you  might  take  with  it,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  to  appoint  a  special  committee 
to  spend  a  week  over  it  is  simply  wasting  time. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  Board  will  adhere  to  its 
former  action. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  inclined,  from  what  I 
have  heard  about  this  and  the  discussion  in  the 
Common  Council,  to  think  that  it  is  fully  as  well 
to  concur  with  the  Common  Council.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  members  of  this  Hoard  think  that  no 
portion  of  this  money  will  be  spent  by  the  com- 
mittee as  imagined  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
6;  from  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  ap- 
pointed upon  this  committee,  we  need  have  no 
fears  of  this.  As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  says, 
I  think  that  when  the  committee  examine  the 
subject  they  will  come  down  to  the  first  method, 
or  at  least  adopt  no  other  way  to  spend  this  money 
than  that  first  intended.  I  think  it  is  well  to  con- 
cur with  the  other  branch  and  give  these  gentle- 
men a  chance  to  look  into  it,  and  they  will  then 
be  better  satisfied.  I  think  the  committee  itself 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  no  portion  of  this 
money  will  be  wasted. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  don't  wish  to  be  understood 
as  saying  anything  against  the  committee.  It 
only  means  delay,  and  1  think  the  members  of  the 
committee  remarked  that  they  had  taken  the 
pains  to  inquire  into  this  subject  and  were  well 
posted  up  upon  it.  There  is  as  much  need  of  the 
soup  now  as  there  will  be  a  month  hence,  and  if 
you  desire  delay  you  may  give  it  to  a  committee. 

Alderman  Bovver — I  have  n't  the  slightest  idea 
that  the  gentleman  opposite  has  not  just  as  good 
an  idea  of  the  committee  as  I  have;  but  he  thinks 
the  plan  adopted  heretofore  is  a  good  one  and, 
therefore,  wishes  to  adhere  to  it. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  reference, 
by  a  rising  vote— 3  for,  8  against — and  the  order 
was  sent  down. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
employment  for  the  poor  during  this  winter. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  an  amendment  to 
that  order  as  follows:  Strike  out  "Joint  special 
committee  of  the  City  Council"  and  insert  "Joint 
Committee  on  Health  and  Connnitt.ee  on  Paving 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen."  1  make  that  motion 
for  the  reason  that  those  two  committees  have 
charge  of  the  departments  which  control  a  huge 
part  of  the  labor  of  the  city.  An  order  very  simi- 
lar to  this  was  ollored  in  this  Board  a  year 
or  two  ago,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving;  but  as  this  one 
comes  from  the  other  branch,  and  that  they  may 
not  be  ignored,!  included  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health,  so  that  the  other  board  may  have  a 
representation.  They  know  most  about,  the  man- 
ner in  which  any  extra  assistance  can  be  rendered 
in  compliance  with  that  order.  I  think  the 
Having  Coninntt.ee  have  been  considering  what 
is  the  best  thing  lo  be  done  during  this  winter  with 
the  laborers  in  their  Department.  A  conclusion 
and  report  will  be  got  much  sooner  from  those 
committees,  as  they  are  thoroughly  posted  on 
those  matters  which  must  be  considered,  and  if 
anything  is  done  it  seems  to  me  it  must  be 
through  those  two  committees.  That  is  the  rea- 
son I  ollered  this  amendment  and  I  hope  it  will 
prevail . 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  referi cd  to  the  next  City  Government,  and 
the  reason  1  do  if  is  that  the  two  committees  con- 
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sist  of  five  Aldermen  and  three  Councilinen, 
which  would  hardly  give  the  Council  that  repre- 
sentation on  the  committee  which  they  generally 
have.  If  that  ordei  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  pres- 
ent, we  certainlv  have  had  the  most  pleasant  fall 
we  have  had  for  many  years.  No  committee  can 
employ  men  now,  directly  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
ploying them.  The  Committee  on  Paving  had  1050 
men  during  the  summer;  now  they  have  750  on 
three-quarters  time,  and  that  is  as  much  as  the 
appropriation  will  allow.  This  prolix  order  con- 
templates an  investigation  into  a  matter  of  do- 
mestic economy,  which  would  take  Adam  Smith  a 
century  to  study  out.  If  it  is  taken  up 
early  next  year  and  a  committee  competent  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  of  class  legislation  is  ap- 
pointed ;  I  think  that  in  a  year  they  will  be  able  to 
report,  if  they  devote  themselves  to  it  with  as- 
siduity. I  therefore  hoi  e  the  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost— 1  for,  10  against ; 
the  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  adopted 
—6  for,  4  against;  and  the  order  as  amended  was 
rejected  in  non-concurrence — 4  for.  (i  against. 
ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS  OF  COCH1TUATE  WATER 
ROARD. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  and  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board.  Aldermen  Peters  and  Worthington  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  ot  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Edward  A.  White  had 8 

L.  Miles  Standish H 

Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee 9 

And  Mr.  White  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence, and  Mr.  Bradlee  was.  declared  elected  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  in  non-concurrence,  and  the 
report  was  sent  down. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT  COMPANY. 

The  Board  then  took  up  the  special  assignment 
for  4%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  Continuation  of  hear- 
ing on  petition  of  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company, 
for  leave  to  open  the  streets  of  this  city,  and  lay- 
down  pipes. 

Alderman  Bigelow  jjresented  petitions  from  the 
directors  of  the  Boston  Music  Hall,  Arthur  Che- 
ney of  the  Globe  Theatre,  Oilando  Tompkins  of 
the  Boston  Theatre,  Job  A.  Turner  of  the  Black- 
stone  Bank  and  thiiteen  others,  in  aid  of  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co. 

Alderman  Yvorthington  presented  petitions  in 
aid  ot  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.  from  Parker  & 
Gannett  and  ninety-four  others;  Lewis  Rice  & 
Son  and  eighty-eight  others;  Kimball  Biothers 
and  eighty-one 'others;  Wiight,  Delano  &  Co.  and 
180  others;  Francis  Sargent  &  Co.  and  eighty- 
four  others:  Newell  Harding  &  Co.  and  ninety- 
five  others;  Benjamin  CaHender  &  Co.  and  146 
others;  James  It.  Osgood  ej  Co.  and  125  others. 

Mi'.  W.  W.  Greenough,  prcsidert  of  the  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company,  took  the  stand,  and 
in  reply  co  questions  by  Mr.  Morse,  stated  that 
he  had  been  the  agent  of  the  Boston  Gas- 
l'ght  Company  twenty-two  years;  the  com- 
pany was  organized  in  1822;  the  first  com- 
pany failed,  and  the  charter  was  sold  in  1827;  this 
company  was  organized  some  time  afterwards ; 
the  company  supplies  the  city  proper  now,  but 
their  pipes  formerly  extended  to  the  Norfolk 
House  in  Roxbury.  The  capital  of  the  gaslight 
companies  now  within  the  city  limits  is  as  follows: 
(  hai'lestown,  x5no,(iilO;  Boxbury,  sono.lMiO;  Jamaica 
Plain,  §173.000;  South  Boston,  §.'40,0(10;  hast  Bos- 
ton, £22(1,(10(1;  Dorchester,  s-ino.i -  making  a  total 

of  §2,333. ooo,  ,,o  which  add  §2,500,000,  the  capital  of 
the  Boston  Gaslight  Company,  and  the  total 
amount  of  capital  within  the  city  limits  is  §4,833.- 
000,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  Brook- 
line  company,  which  supplies  Brighton.  In  Boston 
proper  there  are  105  miles  of  street  mains  to  120 
miles  of  public  and  private  streets  (a  great  many 
of  the  company's  mains  are  laid  in  duplicate  and 
triplicate);  in  South  Boston,  21  miles  of  mains  to 
38  miles  of  stieets;  in  Roxbury,  48  miles  of 
mains  to  60  miles  of  streets;  in  Jamaica 
Plain,  18  miles  of  mains  to  85  miles  of  streets;  ' 
in  East  Boston,  10  miles  of  mains  to  35  of  streets; 
in  Dorchester,  33  miles  of  mains  to  61)  of  streets. 
These  gas  companies  outside  of  Boston  proper 
made  260, 731, 000  cubic  feet  of  gas  last  year,  and  in 
Boston  proper  the  amount  made  was  668;210,000 
cubic  feet.  Of  these  two  amounts.  230,731,000  feet 
were  sold  outside  of  the  city  proper,  and  612,000,- 


000  feet  were  sold  in  Boston  proper,  making  the 
total  amount  of  gas  lost  and  unaccounted  for 
2:1,000.000  feet  out  of  the  city,  a  total  of  85,0110,0110 
unaccounted  for,  the  percentage  of  loss  being  a 
little  less  than  ten  per  cent.,  which  is  about  the 
average.  The  total  number  of  street  lamps  in 
the  outlying  districts,  besides  Jamaica  Plain,  is 
3687,  and  in  Boston  proper  3828,  or  7515  in  all. 
In  Boston  proper  there  are  22,708  meters  in 
use,  and  the  total  in  the  city  is  35,630.  The  policy 
of  the  company  in,  substantially  adopted  before 
he  became  associated  with  it.  They  have  nearly 
always  preceded  consumption  in  laying  mains; 
have  always  looked  forward  to  the  probable  set- 
tlement of  streets,  and  laid  main-,  in  advance;  it 
has  never  made  any  charge  for  meters  since  1836; 
services  are  put  in  without  charge.  This  company 
is  the  only  one  in  the  world  that  keepis  a  body  of 
men  on  hand  day  and  night  to  answer  the  com- 
plaints of  consumers  in  regard  to  leakage  and  to 
answer  calls;  there  are  three  or  four  men  at  the 
office  all  the  time  for  this  purpose.  Mr.  Green- 
ough then  described  the  process  of  deter- 
mining the  candle  power  >  f  gas,  which  is  not  al- 
together a  satisfactory  process,  because  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  obtain  two  candles  binning  at 
the  same  rate  per  hour,  the  standard  being'  12(1 
grains  per  hour.  He  considered  it  impossible  1.0 
tell  the  candle  power  of  gas  by  the  ey  .  At  the 
present  time  and  for  a  series  of  years  the  Boston 
gas  has  been  be. ween  eighteen  and  nineteen 
candle  power,  which  is  cheaper  than  sixteen  can- 
dle power.  Their  gas  is  made  entirely  from  the 
most  expensive  sorts  of  coal  used  in  this  country; 
the  expense  of  transportation  makes  the  cost 
much  greater  tnan  in  most  other  seaport  cit- 
.  ies.  The  Albert  coal  costs  $25  per  ton  in 
gold ;  they  have  used  the  Pennsylvania  coaBYottgh- 
iogeny  coal,  and  also  some  shipped  from  Balti- 
more, as  the  grade  seems  to  be  better:  this  year 
thev  have  used  some  Monongahela  and  West  Vir- 
ginia coals,  also  Cape  Breton- and  Pittou  coal. 
Freights  iii  ordinary  years  aie  §2.50  a  ton  from 
Baltimoie;  this  year  they  are  a  little  cheaper.  Mr. 
Greenough  then  explained  the  object  of  puiifying 
gas,  for  which  they  use  lime,  than  which  nothing 
is  so  perfect;  other  processes  are  used  by  other 
companies.  He  had  not  given  a  great  deal  of  in- 
vestigation to  the  subject  ot  substituting  naphtha 
in  place  of  coal ;  for  making  gas  the  quantity  neces- 
sary to  keep  on  hand  would  be  so  large  that  the 
board,  would  not  permit  him  to  store  it;  he  could 
not  offer  a  guarantee  to  secure  the  city  from  acci- 
dent; he  thought  20.000  barrels  would  be  about  a 
two  to  three  months'  stock,  and  tbty  would  have 
to  get  that  on  hand  for  the  winter's  use.  Mr. 
Greenough  then  explained  the  process  of  making 
gas;  the  quantity  of  good  gas  taken  from  each 
pound  of  coal  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  coal; 
the  larger  the  product  the  poorer  the  quality;  an 
effort  has  been  made  by  gas  enginet  is  to  get  a 
larger  amount  of  gas  and  still  keep  up  the  quality; 
the  best  Ameiiean  coals  yield. -I1:,  feet  to  the  pound. 
The  company's  gross  receipts  last  year,  exclusive  of 
coke  and  coal  tar,  were  §1,400,557.70,  and  inclusive 
of  coal  tar  they  were  Sl,6(l2,60ii.l3— that  i-  §2.30  per 
thousand  feet  of  the  whole  amount,  of  gas  sold. 
The  cost  of  the  gas  si,3'.)3,ni;o.03.  or  §2.08  per  th  m- 
sand,  and  add  to  that  two  per  cent,  for  bad 
debts  am!  §2.12  is  the  actual  cost.  No  interest  on 
the  capital  stock  is  included  in  the  above. 

1  he  profits  last  year  were  not  enough  to  pay  ten 
per  cent.  The  expenses  that  the  company  went  to 
growing  out  of  the  lire  do  not  enter  into  the  ele- 
ments of  cost  before  stated.  Ni  charge  was  made 
to  the  quarterly  consumers  in  the  burnt  district 
during  the  quarter  in  which  the  fire  occurred. 
The  price  of  gas  for  the  coming  year  cannot  be 
determined  until  next  March,  when  the  ac- 
counts are  made  up.  The  price  to  the  ordinary 
consumer  is  §2.50;  to  wholesale  consumers,  five 
per  cent,  discount  is  allowed  where  over  a 
thousand  dollars'  worth  is  consumed,  so  that  the 
average  receipt  in  1873  was  §2.30.  The  company 
have  property  which  is  taxed  at.  §3,400,000;  but 
whatever  its  valuation  it  earns  a  dividend  only  on 
§2.000,1100,  so  that  it  is  no  benefit  to  the  corpora- 
tion to  have  it  worth  more  than  it  cost,  as  it 
only  earns  the  interest  on  the  original  cot  .In  the 
city  proper  the  company  have  between  eleven  and 
twelve  acres  of  land,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  in 
Ward  2,  and  the  rest  111  Wards  3,  6,  7,  9  and  13.  All 
this  real  estate  is  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the 
company,  and  he  believed  they  occupy  less  land 
than  other  large  gaslight  companies  doing  so 
much  business.  They  have  purchased  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  twenty  acres  of  land  at  Commercial 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  at  some  future 
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day,  another  .  cl.  of  winks.  TIic <■< mi ; i:ni>'  lias  works 
sufficient  to  supply  the  city  proper  today,  and  they 
would  do  for  three  or  four  winters.  He  aid  not 
see  the  necessity  of  another  company  to  supply 
the  city.  They  use  a  portion  of  the  coke  in  manu- 
facturing gas.  The  coke  usually  brings  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  coal.  About  ten  per  cent,  is 
thought  to  lie  the  amount  of  gas  lost  by  leakage, 
condensation  or  stealing,  principally  leakage.  Mr. 
Greenough  then  described  the  kind  of  iron  retorts 
used,  which  they  would  have  to  use  so  long  as 
they  carbonize  Albeit  coal.  He  then  presented 
sketches  showing  the  condition  of  several  of  the 
streets  of  Boston,  with  the  pipes,  sewers  and  car 
tracks  laid  in  them,  a  ml  explained  them  to  individu- 
al members  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Greenough  then  said 
the.  history  of  competition  among  gas  companies 
in  other  cities  had  been  that  a  competing  com- 
pany had  never,  to  bis  knowledge, paid  a  dividend. 
In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  there  are  six  companies  where 
there  formerly  were  two,  and  it  ended  there  as  it 
has  ended  elsewhere,  and  the  price  remains  at 
three  dollars.  The  competition  lasted  only  two 
years,  the  competing  company  buying  a  district 
iiom  the  old  one.  Previous  to  1858  London  was 
supplied  by  thirteen  companies ;  but  the  great  in- 
convenience caused  a  rearrangement  of  the  dis- 
tricts, and  now  taere  are  only  two  large  companies 
mainly  supplying  the  citv  of  London,  with  tome 
small  ones,  and  there  is  no  competition  at  all.  In 
Paris  there  were  eight  compyries  somewhat  in  com- 
petition, but  the  Lniperor  Xapoleon  ottered  them 
a  couces.-um  if  they  would  unite,  which  was  done, 
and  competition  ended.  In  some  of  the  other 
larger  European  cities  there  are  two  or  three  com- 
panies, but  none  of  them  competing.  New  York 
covers  212,000  acres  and  is  supplied  by  Ave  com- 
panies with  a  total  capital  ot  si 7,300.0011,  and  they 
m  i.de  3,Goo,oii0,000  cubic  feet  of  gas;  they  have  541 
miles  of  pipe  laid  last  year;  the  cost  to  the  con- 
sumer is  $2.75  per  thousand  cubic  feet.  Competi- 
tion has  been  tried  at  Buffalo,  St.  Louis,  Mem- 
phis, Chicago  and.  some  of  the  interior  towns  of 
New  York.  The  competition  at  Detroit  must 
end  either  in  failure  or  an  arrangement  upon 
a  price  at  which  they  can  live.  Mr.  Green- 
ough  then  reviewed  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  making  gas  so  as 
to  sell  it  at  $2.00  a  thousand,  stating  that  many 
elements  were  omitted  which  in  his  judgment 
should  have  been  put  in.  specifying  the  price  of 
coal,  labor  as  being  too  low,  ami  said  that  in  his 
judgment  no  company  could  manufacture  the 
'same  grade  of  gas  a-  is  now  furnished  in  Boston  for 
$2.00  a  thousand,  and  make  a  profit  on  it.  Mr. 
Greenough  submitted  a  list  of  a  large  number  of 
important  places  supplied  in  New  York  by  the  old 
companies.  In  regard  to  the  landsfor  work's  he  said 
five  acres  within  a  reasonable  distance  could 
not  be  pnrchassd  for  less  than  a  dollar  a 
foot;  it  large  mains  are  laid,  the  cost  of 
distribution  would  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
mains;  the  expenses  increase  from  year  to  year,  as 
the  street  is  paved,  inhabited  and  occupied  by 
other  pities.  '1  he  present  pipes  are  laid  at  a  three- 
foot  level;  the  water  pipes  are  at  the  four-foot 
level,  and  the  sewers  below  that.  A  new  company 
must  eleci  to  fake  a  lower  or  a  higher  level,  or 
they  must  take  care  of  the  crossings  of  the  other 
pipes.  Loo-ening  the  soil  is  prejudicial  to  the  un- 
derground work.  Laying  the  seweis  always  cre- 
ates expense  for  the  gas  company;  mains  are 
broken,  and  the  repairs  have  been  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  company.  He  thought  their  pipes 
the  heaviest  laid  in  the  United  States,  as  so  many 
of  the  streets  are  on  made  land,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  pipe  is  much  greater.  Mr. 
Greenough  called  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Philadelphia,  where 
the  city  manufactures  the  gas,  showing  that 
a  total'  of  14,700,000  feet  ot  gas  was  made  last 
year,  supplying  0-104  public  lamps,  at  #55  each  ; 
they  have  o,041,741  feet  id'  mains;  there  are  79,477 
consumers;  the  amount  invested  in  the  works  is 
S7.H41 ,702,  and  total  cost  of  the  .works,  including 
the  private  works  purchased,  is  $11,126,101.  In 
that  statement  is  found  a  comparison  with  Bos- 
ton, where  the  coft  of  street  lamps  is  $40  per 
year. 

To  Mr.  Il.ule.  counsel  for  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company,  Mr.  Greenough  said  he  had  not  the 
items  making  up  the  cost  of  gas  except  the  coal 
and  laoor,  which  amounted  to  $1.37;  Mr.  Hyde 
asked  if  competent  parties  are  willing  to 
make  gas  for  $1.50,  would  it  hurt  the  city  of 
Boston,  to  which  Mr.  Greenough  replied  that 'they 
do  not  propose  to  reduce  the  price,  and  if  other 
citizens  propose  to  do  it  for  less,  and  do  do  it  for 


less,  the  Boston  company  must  go  to  the  wall. 
The  putting  down  of  a  second  set  of  pipes  costs 
more  than  a  first  set.  In  Detroit  the  competing 
company  was  still  going,  and  the  companies  are 
cutting  one  another's  throats.  The  largest  items 
in  making  gas  are  coal  and  labor.  He-was  asked 
how  gas  could  be  made  at  one  dollar  a  thou- 
sand at  the  Island,  and  said  he  understood  that 
was  not  much  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
coal.  A  company  supplying  a  large  city  must  have 
an  apparatus  large  enough  to  provide  against  ac- 
cident; in  lifty  years  the  lamps  of  Boston  never 
went  out,  except  on  the  second  night  after  the 

freatfire.  There  are  three  companies  which  are 
etter  situated  lor  supplying  gas  cheaper  than  the 
Boston  is.  The  company  have  an  inducement  to 
make  as  good  an  article  as  they  can  so  long  as 
they  supply  it  solely;  it  is  to  their  interest  to  make 
it  cheap,  because  they  can  sell  more,  and  by  sell- 
ing more  their  property  is  more  permanent.  In 
1873  the  company  had  the  rehiring  of  the  mains  in 
the  burnt  district;  they  did  not  build  any 
gas  meters;  they  made  purchases  of  land, 
paying  a  portion  by  borrowing  $100,000  and 
leaving  $100,000  on  mortgage  on  the  property;  did 
nothing  at  Neponset  except  a  little  work  on  the 
sea  wall.  He  did  not  regard  187::  an  average  year ; 
the  expenses  diller  every  year;  but  he  wanted  the 
company  to  earn  its  dividends. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  to  the  Board  that  he  would 
be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  put  by  mem- 
bers now  or  hereafter. 

Mr.  Morse  said  that  so  far  as  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company  is  concerned,  they  would  rest  the 

Mr.  Putnam  said  the  ease  had  been  gone  over  so 
thoioughly  that  the  South  Boston  Company  would 
not  put  in  any  evidence. 

Mr.  George'B.  Neal  of  the  Chailestown  Gaslight 
Company  said  he  had  noticed  in  the  Transcript's 
report  of  the  last  hearing  that  he  was  reported  as 
saying  that  in  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  thou- 
sand feet  of  gas  was  one  item  of  sixteen  cents  for 
labor,  which  was  wiong.  He  said  that  it  was 
sixty-six  cents.  He  knew  he  left  the  Board  in  a 
mystery,  and  did  so  because  the  other  side 
did,  and  he  wanted  to  be  as  frank  as  they 
were.  He  estimated  the  gross  cort  of  gas  to  be 
$2.21.2  per  thousand  last  year.  They  received  for 
coke,  tar,  etc.,  28  cents,  which  leaves  about  $1.92; 
then  the  inteiest  on  the  capital  was  52  cents  and 
8  mills,  making  the  cost  per  thousand  $2.45.  The 
price  to  the  city  is  $2.50;  to  private  consumers  $3, 
with  a  discount  to  large  consumers.  He  had  vis- 
ited the  sugar  refinery  in  Kast  Cambridge  to  get 
some  new  ideas,  and  had  found  that  the  gas 
smoked  so  that,  if  burned  here,  the  Board  would 
be  1  kely  to  adjourn,  though  it  (toes  very  well  at 
the  refinery,  where  they  say  they  are  used  to 
smoke.  Mr.  Neal  then  described  various  processes 
of  making  gas,  and  then  asked  why  it  was  the 
competing  companies  charged  $2.75  in  New  York 
if  they  could  make  it  so  cheap.  If  there  is  a  cheap- 
er way  of  making  gas  the  Chailestown  companies 
would  be  glad  to  learn  it.  He  thought  the  gas 
companies  lost  many  customers  on  account  of 
the  cheapness  ot  kerosene,  and  he  hoped  to  see 
either  the  price  of  kerosene  go  up  or  to  learn  how 
to  bring  down  the  price  of  gas.  He  was  satisfied 
that  gas  cannot  be  made  in  Boston  and  sold  at  a 
profit  for  $2  a  thousand. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  the  petitioners  had  nothing  fur- 
ther to  offer,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  next  at  5  P.  M.,  when  the  coun- 
sel will  present  the  arnuments. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  George  H.  Royce  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 


A  communication  was  received  from  Luther  W. 
Bixliy  resigning  the  ollice  of  Clerk  of  Ward  14. 
Placed  on  file. 

BOWBOIN-STREET     WIDENING. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners,  transmitting  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  City  Council  a  resolve  and  order  for  the 
widening  of  Bowdoin  street,  in  Ward  ](>(CityDoc. 
No.  100),  between  Adams  and  Washington  streets, 
at  an  adjudged  expense!  of  $20,009.S(;,  the  dam- 
ages to  the  estates  taken  being  given  in  the  sched- 
ule hereunto  annexed: 
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Number 

Square 

Price   Total  am't 

Estates. 

on  the 

ft.  land 

pr  ft.   dani'-esto 

street. 

taken. 

in  cts.  eachest'te 

E.  P.  Robinson,  Bowdoin street 4,575 

45 

S2,35S.75 

Unknown  owners, 

306 

William  Hamian,  cor.  Green 

St.  447 

"32 

143!04 

Benjamin  A.  Brown 

17b 

35 

61.60 

Warren  W.  H. 

Richards, 

847 

27 

Heirs  of  .lames 

Davenport, 
Heirs  of  lames 

309 

27 

83.43 

Davenport, 
Heirs  of  Benj.  F. 

43 

27 

11.61 

Brown, 

693 

187.11 

Eliza  •!.  Cooper, 
Heirs  of  Benj.  F. 

928 

27 

250.56 

Brown, 

385 

27 

103.95 

F  riuees  M.  Gleason, 

870 

243.H0 

'  Hii.T  Ditson, 

1,029 

20 

205.80 

St.  Mary's  Episcopal 

Church, 

2,683 

25 

670.75 

Oliver  Ditson.  I'rivate  street. 

518 

lit.   KeV.  J.J. 

Williams, 

2,240 

20 

448.00 

John  Wall 

2.69.5 

20 

2,339.110 

.lames  Jessup, 

1,601 

30 

1,980.30 

Heirs  of  Benj.  F. 

Brown, 

720 

27 

394.40 

John  D.  Reinhard, 

5,81^0 

27 

.■1,1911.30 

•  lames  Tucker,  '-'d, 

3,566 

35 

3,488.10 

Warren  W.  H. 

Richards. 

1,5?0 

30 

2,277.00 

Nat.  Phillips, cor.  Cedarave. 

1,440 

25 

3i.ll.0U 

Marv  L.  Fenno,  cor. 

Kl.    lev.  J.  J. 

Williams, 

Union  ave.  3,247 

30 

974.10 

1,722 

20 

344.40 

Natlianiel  Phillips, 

472 

20 

94.40 

Robt.  McDevitt  and 

Thos.  Hanev.  cor 

Union  av.3,t 

28 

1,009.12 

Cornelia  II.  Eliot, 

87H 

28 

245.2s 

Rich.  W.  Robinson, 

14,52(1 

30 

ll»."« 

Mary  A.  Mann, 

302 

30 

90.60 

58,294  $26,099.89 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  and 
sent  up. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  a.s  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — John  Manning,-  and 
several  others  (transfers). 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Charles  Cohen,  ;;ii7  Federal  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Z.  M.  G.  Hol- 
biook,  Columbus  avenue. 

Pawnbroker    Licensed— Warren    A.   Pollard,    1 


Km-eland  street;  John    11.  Davis,  2j  Essex  street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed  —  Isaac  Seabury,  5  Cam- 
bridge street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Maverick  Liter- 
ary Association,  to  give  entertainment,  at  Sumner 
Hall  Dec.  28;  Arthur  Cheney,  Globe  Theatre;  Wil- 
liam Hersey,  to  give  exhibitions  of  spiritual  man- 
ifestations at  vai  uius  places  in  this  city. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— Antoine  Mattel, 
corner  Washington  and  South  streets,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— S.  E.  Thompson 
&  Co.,  14  Merrimac  and  123  Friend  street ;  Aratus 
E-  Pratt,  5  Pynchon  street;  Stephen  Harvey,  cor- 
ner Met  rimac  and  Pitts  streets ;  Charles  11.  Browr , 
48  Leverett  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Fernando  M.  Al- 
len, 220  Harrison  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  BEPOETS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Pa  vine', 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Charles  V.  W  bitten  lor  grade  damages 
on  Doi Chester  avenue;  and  Franklin  Proctor  ten- 
ths removal  of  the  drain  which  runs  through  his 
land  on  Cottage  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in  front 
of  the  lot  on  the  easterly  corner  of  M  and  Eighth 
stieets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of 
the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Company  to  construct  a 
platform  not  less  than  twenty  feet  from  the  ground 
across  first  street  at  (heir  factory,  upon  condition 
that  they  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving 
the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses   for,   or  on  account  of, 


also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agiee 


i  said  platform  when  ordered  so  to  do  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Severally  reed  once. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks 
and  edgestones,  with  orders  for  the  proportionate 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  same  as  follows: 
Sidewalks— Dorchester  avenue  at  intersection  of 
Dorchester  street  and  on  Boston  street,  §(127.14; 
Vinton  street.  SloOs.ofj;  Woodward  stieet, between 
Dorchester  aye  nueand  Dorchester  street, Slli:;s.wi ; 
Fifth  street,  between  C  and  E  streets,  S22'.i7.(;r>; 
Eustis  street,  between  Dearborn  and  Magazine 
stieets,  S3494.14.  Edgestones— Park  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  (lid  Colony  Railroad, 
$1831.07.    Orders  severally  read  once. 

FORT  HILL. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Fort  Hill  Improvement,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Hartt  et  nJ.. for  compensation 
for  damages  sustained  by  the  removal  of  Fort 
Hill,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw.    Accepted. 

REGULATION  OF   HORSE  CARS  IN  STREETS.' 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  relation  to  the  use  of  streets 
by  horse  railroad  companies,  passed  dune  27, 1857, 
he  and  the  same  are  hereby  amended,  by  striking- 
out  the  fourth  section  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following : 

"Section  4.  Cars  driven  in  the  same  direction 
shall  not  approach  each  other  within  a  distance 
of  twenty  feet,  except  in  case  of  accidents,  whan 
it  may  be  necessary  to  connect  two  cars  together, 
and  also,  except  at  stations." 

Read  once. 

DOUBLE  TRACKS  IN  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  order  locating  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road in  Washington  and  other  streets,  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  order  granting 
said  company  the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional 
track  in  Washington  street  between  Temple  place 
and  Milk  street,  also  a  track  in  Milk  and  Hawlev 
streets.  Your  committee  will  state  that  if  said 
location  is  granted,  they  will  offer  an  order  re- 
quiring the  South  Boston  cais  tiding  said  location 
to  pass  from  Summer  street  through  Kingston 
street,  instead  of  through  Chauncy  street,  as  at 
present,  thus  relieving  the  letter  street  from  a 
large  number  of  the  cars  now  passing  through  it. 
For  the  committee, 

L.  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  in  Wash- 
ington street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street; 
also  a  track  in  Milk  street  from  Washington  street 
toHawley  stieet,  and  a  track  in  Hawley  street 
from  Milk  street  to  Summer  street;  also  a  curvecl 
track  to  connect  the  easterly  track  on  Washington 
street.  Said  company  are  also  empowered  and 
directed  to  change  the  position  of  the  track  now 
laid  down  en  Washington  street  between  Temple 
place  and  Summer  street  so  that  said  track,  to- 
gether with  the  additional  track  located  by 
this  order,  shall  conform  to  the  red  line's 
on  a  plan  drawn  by  William  S.  Baldwin 
and  A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  Nov.  21, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laving  down  the  same,  the 
form  of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality 
of  material  u-ed  in  paving  said  trac  ks,  shall  be 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  sati.-laetiui  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  otder  of  loca- 
tion, and  shall  agree, in  writing,  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  herein  contained,  and  tile  sa'id  ac- 
ceptance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

streets. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Stieets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Orders  to  pay  for  stieet  damages  as  "ollows: 
Heirs  of  George  l<\  Harriett,  s  IiiOii.r.n  for  land  dam- 
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ages  occasioned  by  the  lading  out  and  widening 
of  Hunneman  street;  William  Deshon,  trustee 
under  the  will  of  Hinman  Meredith,  syjo.uuo,  wi- 
dening of  Congress  street;  Elizabeth  L.  Francis, 
S10,5X(3.97,  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park 
square.     Severally  read  once. 

Otdered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets,  with 
the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  author- 
ized to  make  an  agreement  with  the  trustees  in 
possession  of  the  railroad  company  passing  over 
Cottage  street,  in  "Ward  16,  tor  the  widening  of 
said  street  on  the  southerly  side  at  that  point,  to 
conform  to  the  width  already  established  for  other 
parts  of  :.aid  stieet,  paying  said  tiustees  such  sum 
of  money  as  will  relieve  the  city  from  rebuilding 
and  maintaining  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
stieet  as  relocated. 

Read  once. 

DUPLICATE  BOND  TO  BE    ISSUED. 

The  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  R.  Gib- 
bens  for  a  duplicate  city  of  Boston  bond,  tore- 
place  one  that  was  stolen  and  destroyed,  reported 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authoiized  to  issue  a  new  certificate  of 
city  debt  to  Mary  R.  Gibbens,  in  place  of  certifi- 
cate numbered  5923,  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
alleged  to  have  b<  en  destroyed,  upon  satisfactory 
evidence  of  such  loss  being  produced  by  the  party 
claiming  to  own  the  same,  on  condition  thai  said 
party  owning  the  same  shall  give  a  bond  with 
three  good  and  sufficient  sureties  to  the  city,  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor  and  City  Treasurer, 
to  indemnify  it  from  ail  legal  claims  in  conse- 
quence of  such  reissue. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton,  passed  and  sent  down. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  etc.,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing petitions  as  follows:  Joseph  Needham,  to 
erect  a  small  furnace  on  Bennington  street,  near 
Saratoga  street;  S.J.  &  G.  Tuttle,  to  erect  and 
use  steam  engine  on  Washington  square;  G.  K. 
Withington,  to  locale  and  use  steam  engine  at  923 
Tremont  street.    Severally  accepted. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

That  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  Louis  B.  Schwartzes  al.,  chat  lamps  he  placed 
and  lighted  in  the  passageway  between  153  andl55 
Charles  street;  Amelia  Koeiiler,  for  location  of 
street  lamp  on  Beech  Glen  avenue;  Weston  & 
Rand,  for  two  street  lamps  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Exeter  stieet. 

Recommending  the  granting  of  the  petition  of 
S.  B.  Pratt  i:t  al.,  that  the  limps  on  Forest  Hill 
street,  near  Morton  street,  be  lighted  each  night. 

That  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions  of  Rob- 
ert Swan  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Winter  stieet, 
Ward  It;,  near  Prescott  street;  Francis  J.  Ward 
el  al.,  for  a  street  lamp  on  Cleveland  street. 
Highland!!. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  peimits  to  William 
Cogan  to  occupy  stable  on  Ninth  street,  near  H; 
and  to  P.  Havey,  to  enlarge  wooden  stable  on 
Dudley  avenue,' Ward  17.    Severally  accepted. 


ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters for  the  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  Green  and  Chardon  streets, 
be  discontinued  from  and  after  December  1,  1874, 
and  that  the  sum  of  S450  per  annum  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  rent,  of  headquarters  for  said  battal- 
ion, at  BoyPton  Hall,  beginning  December  1, 1«74, 
and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  as  the  rent  begins  at  the 
new  place  on  the  1st  of  December,  and  they  de- 
sired to  discontinue  the  allowance  for  the  rent  of 
the  old  armory  from  that  time. 

Alderman  Cutter— What  rent  are  they  paying  id 
Cha>don  street? 

Alderman  Worthington— They  are  paying  con- 
siderably more  than  this,  but  1  do  not  know  the 
amount.*  We  merely  transfer  tf450  from  there  to 
Boyls! on  Hall;  the  rent  is  not  increased  by  the 
order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12, 
nays  0— and  sent  down. 

PERMIT  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  a 
report  with  an  order  authorizing  a  building  per- 
mit to  be  issued  to  Thomas  Leavitt,  at  No.  135 
Dorchester  avenue,  according  to  an  application  on 
file.     Order  read  twice  and  1 


SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  George  Q.  Thorndike,  for 
abatement  of  assessment  for  a  sewer  in  Merchants' 

MYSTIC  WATER  RATES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  report,  in  consultation  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  such  ordinance  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  Mystic 
water  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity;  said  report  to 
be  made  to  either  branch. 
Passed. 

PROPOSED  TAKING  OP    MIDDLESEX    CARS  OFF  THE 
CIRCUIT. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  a  petition  from 
Maciillar,  Williams  Oi  Parker.  George  S.  Tolman, 
Bigelow,  Kennard  &  Co.,  Williams  &  Everett, 
Mallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  Henry  W.  Dutton  &  Son, 
and  others,  representing  that  Washington  stieet 
opposite  their  respective  places  of  business  is  now 
blocked  b.v  the  large  number  of  horse  cars  which 
the  various  companies  run  tluough  tlrat  thorough- 
fare, that  said  blockade  is  a  detriment  to  tie 
business  of  the  streets,  aad  that  the  remedy  lies 
not  in  placing  other  horse  car  tracks  in  this  street, 
but  in  restricting  the  running  of  cars  throujjh 
this  street,  and  they  pray  that  the  permission 
given  the  Middle  ex  and  Highland  cars  to  run 
through  tint  part  of  Washington  street  be  re- 
voked. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  on  motioD 
of  Alderman  Prescott. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    3,    1874. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  7  P.  M.,  E. 
O.  Shepard,  President,  iu  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petition  of  T.  C.  &  C.  F.  Neweomb  referred. 

Resolve  and  order  from  the  Stieet  Commission- 
ers for  the  widening  of  Bowd_in  street,  Ward  16, 
between  Adams  and  W'a  hington  streets. at  an  ad- 
ju.lged  expense  of  816,1199  si-iw.  (City  Doe.  No. 
100.)    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  te  issued  to 
Thomas  Leavitt  to  enlarge  a  building  at  135  Dor- 
chester stieet.     Older  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  new  certificate 
of  city  debt  to  1'e  issued  to  Mary  R.  tiibbens,  to 
replace  one  that  was  destroyed  ;  the  same  to  be  is- 
sued on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  said  order  set 
forth.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  corner  of  Green  and  Chardon  streets,  and  that 
S450  per  annum  be  allowed  for  such  headquarters 
at  Boylston  Hall.    Ordeied  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  directing  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  renort,  in  consultation  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,  to  either  branch,  an  ordinance  to  regulate 
the  distribution  of  Myotic  water.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Certificate  of  the  ejection  of  Nathaniel  J.  Brad- 
lee  as  a  member  of  the  Coclntuatc  Water  Board 
in  place  of  L.  Mdes  Standish,  elected  by  this 
Council.    The  picsi  lent  read  the  following: 

BOSTON,  Dec.  2,  1874. 

Colonel  Eil ward  O.  .Shepard,  President  Common 
Council:  Dear  Sir— I  see  by  the  papers  that  I 
have  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Water  Hoard 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  place  of  my  friend 
L.  Miles  Standish,  who  is  in  every  way  qualified 
to  fill  the  position.  I  wish  you  would  therefore 
state  to  the  Common  Council  that  1  am  not  a  can- 
didate for  the  office. 

Youts,  respectfully, 

Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee. 

The  Council  pioceeded  to  an  election,  Messrs. 
Denny  of  Ward  9,  Dacey  of  Ward  20  and  Woods  of 
Ward  8  weie  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  o£  votes  cast 48 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

1..  .Mile,   Stalulish    37 

Nathaniel  .1.   Bradlee !) 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

JohnS.  Damrell 1 

And  Mr.  Standish  was  declared  reelected  in  non- 
concurrence,  and  the  certificate  was  sent  up. 

Certificate  of  non-concurrence  in  the  reference 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  subject  of  the 
order  concerning  the  distribution  of  soup,  etc., 
among  the  poor. 

The  President— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council— io  adhere  or  recede? 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1G  -  Nothing  IS  further  front 
my  mind,  sir,  than  by  any  word  or  deed  to  delay 
the  distribution  of  this  charity.  But  1  hope  the 
Council  will  adhere  to  the  vote  'referring  this  sub- 
ject to  a  joint  special  committee.  It  is  a  subject 
upon  which  there  is  certaii.ly  a  very  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and  th:  fact,  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  was  ex  .ressed  here  by  gentlemen  who 
have  nothing  but  the  best  interest  of  the  city  at 
heart  should  be  a  sufficient  indicuti.ni  that  that  dif- 
ference of  opinion  is  honest,  and  that  the  best  way 
to  arrive  at  a  sensible  conclusion  will  be  to  have 
this  matte-  referred.  I  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  the  Alderman  from  Ward  (i  say,  in  his  re- 
marks, that  he  was  afraid  that  a  portion  of  this 
appropriatior  would  be  diverted  fioin  its  proper 
uses  in  running  the  expense  of  a  special  commit- 
tee. I  desire  to  say- and  I  hive  no  doubt  my  col- 
leagues on  the  committee  do  the  same— that  I  re- 
pel the  insinuation  that  a  dollar  of  the  amount 
will  be  diverted  from  the  purpose  of  the  order. 
From  sonic  conversation  I  have  hail  with  Aloermen 
since  last  Monday,!  am  satisfied  that  if  this  Coun- 
cil adheres  to  its  former  action,  the  Board  of 
Aide  men  will  concur  next  Monday,  and  the  mat- 
ter will  then  be  adjusted.  I  move  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 


The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  papers  were  sent 
up. 

Notice  of  rejection  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  the  order  concerning  the  employment  of  per- 
sons needing  work  during  the  present  winter 
passed  by  this  Council.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Mystic  Water  Board  to  procure  bonds 
for  the  conveyance  of  such  lands  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  ity  Engineer,  for  a  storage  leservoir 
in  the  Mystic  valley.    Passed. 

EXTENSION  OF  EAST  LENOX  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  City  Council  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  ex- 
tension of  East  Lenox  street  to  Fellows  street,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  syoon.  the  damages  to  the 
estates  being  as  follows : 

Square  feet  of    Value  of    Total  amount 
land  taken,    land  taken,    of  damages. 
W.  Eliot  Wood- 
ward          3,503  $9,000  $9,000 

City  of  P.oston 
and  others...         9,671 

13,174  $9,000  $9,000 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— If  it  is  in  order  1  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  that  that  order  may  take  its 
second  reading  and  be  passed  this  evening.  It  is 
of  the  greatest,  importance  that  that  improvement 
should  be  carried  out  at  once.  Our  contract  for 
filling  the  Northampton-street  distiict  will  be 
completed  by  tomorrow  night  and  we  desire  to 
close  up  all  the  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  resolve  and 
order  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  and 
sent  up. 

REPORT   OF  THE  PARK  COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  { 
Boston,  Dec.  3, 1874.     | 

Cclonel  E.  ().  Shepard,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with the  report  of  the  commissioner*  appointed 
under  the  order  approved  Feb.  17, 1874,  to  investi- 
gate the  subject  of  the  establi  liment  of  public 
parks.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayoi. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— The  commission  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  public  parks,  respectfully  submits 
the  following 

REPORT. 

The  city  of  ISoston,  the  sixth  in  population,  and 
the  second  in  valuation  in  the  United  States,  has 
115  acres  of  publi  3  grounds  within  its  limits, 

New    York   has 1,358  acres, 

B-ooklyn         "    550     " 

Philadelphia"    3,074     " 

Baltimore       "    771     " 

Chicago  "    1,897     " 

devoied  to  public  uses. 

While  these  cities  have  begun,  and,  in  some 
cases,  have  completed  their  great,  public  parks, 
Boston,  relying  on  her  situation,  and  con- 
tent with  suburbs  unrivalled  for  beauty  and 
for  ease  of  access,  has  lost  the  opportuni- 
ty of  acquiring  land  at  nominal  prices,  and 
today  finds  that  the  rural  beamy,  so  highly  prized, 
has  nearly  disappeared,  and  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  Io  supply  its  place. 

It  is  useless  tr.  dwell  on  past,  shortcomings;  but 
we  earnestly  recommend  that  no  further  time  be 
lost  in  maturing  and  carrying  out  a  pian  adequate 
to  the  future  needs  of  the  city  in  this  direction. 
We  think  r.hat  money  so  expended  will  be  well  in- 
vested, and  quickly  leturned  by  betterments  and 
by  the  increase  iii  taxable  value  of  all  surround- 
ing property.  In  this  connection  it  will  not  be 
out  of  place' to  see  what  has  been  done  elsewhere, 
and  what  have  been  the  results. 
New  York. 

Tn  1857  the  Central  Park  was  commenced, 
and  may  now  be  said  to  be  finished. 
It  contaii  s  937.68  acres,  and  has  been 
the  most  costly  of  any  yet  undertaken  in  tl.is 
country.     The  outlay  has  been 

For  land $5,028,844.10 

Improvements 8,874,671.50 

$13,902,515.60 

When  it  was  beirun  the  real  estate  valuation  of 
the  city  was  $352,343,033 

In  1874'(  the  island  alone) $858,641 ,630 

An  increase  in  seventeen  years  of $606,298 ,597 

equal  to  143  per  cent.  
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The  increase  for  the  same  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  three  wards  lying:  around  the  park, 
has  been  §297,399,173,  equal  to  ninety-one  per  cent.; 
while  for  the  three  adjacent  wards  it  has  been 
S20s.soa.424.  equal  to  768  per  cent.,  and  more  than 
two-fifths  of  the  increase  of  the  whole  city. 
Brooklyn. 

Work  was  actually  commenced  on  Prospect 
Park  in  1866. 

The  real  estate  valuation  cf  the  city  at 
that  time,  not  including  the  wards  adjacent 
tD  the  park,  was  §93,000,000;  it  is  now 
¥151.000,000,  an  increase  of  62  per  cent.  The  valu- 
ation of  the  adjoining  wards  was  330,000,000  and  is 
now  S65,000,000,  an  increase  of  117  per  cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  been  about  89.000,000  for 
land  and  construction. 

Philadelphia. 

The  Park  Commission  was  appointed  in  1867. 

The  outlay  has  been,  for  land S5.737.000 

Improvements 1,500,000 

■■57.237,000 

The   real    estate   valuation  of  the  city  in  1868 

was S44o.503.32i 

In  1874 539,003,602 

An  increase  of §93,440.281 

Equal  to  21  per  cent. ;  while  the  increase  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  park  has  been  over  400  per 
cent. 

Baltimore. 
In  1860  Druid  Hill,  containing  685  acres,  was  in- 
augurated. The  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the 
whole  city  from  1860  to  1874  has  been  sixty-nine 
per  cent. :  the  increase  of  the  lands  adjoining  the 
Park  has  been  over  400  per  cent.    The  cost  to  this 

time  has  been  for  land $575. 000 

For  improvements  about 1.200.000 


$1,775,000 


Chicago. 

The  parks  here,  comprising  nearly  two  thousand 
acres,  were  commenced  in  1868.  The  increase  in 
the  valuation  of  the  city  since  that  time  has  been 
thirty-four  per  cent. ;  in  the  lands  in  the  vi<  inirv 
of  the  parks  the  increase  has  averaged  400  per 
cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  oeen  for  land S3. 603.475 

For  improvements 2.020,278 


S6,232,753 

And  this,  notwithstanding  that  in  1871  70,000 
people  were  burned  out. 

It  thus  appears  that  while  the  increase  of  the 
cities  has  ranged  from  twenty-one  to  143  per  cent., 
the  increase  of  the  lands  adjoining  their  parks 
has  ranged  from  117  to  768  per  cent. 

While  it  would  not  be  just  to  sav  that  this  re- 
markable growth  in  the  vicinity  ox  these  parks 
has  been  entirely  owing  to  their  establishment, 
enough  remains,  after  all  reasonable  deductions 
shall  have  been  made,  to  show  that  thev  have 
been  sources  of  large  pecuniary  profit  to  the 
communities  in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  ruble  irive>  the  real  e-tate  valua- 
tion of  the  different  cities  when  their  parks  were 
commenced: 

New  York §352,343,033 

Brooklyn 123,000,000 

Philadelphia 445,563.321 

Baltimore 131,540,072 

Chicago 174,505.410 

Boston,  with  a  real  estate  valuation  of  S554.200,- 
150,  has  yet  to  take  the  first  step  m  this  direction. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  sanitarv  aspect  of  the 
question. 

Nothing  is  so  costly  as  sickness  and  disease, 
nothina  so  cheap  as  health.  Whatever  promotes 
the  former  is  the  worst  sort  of  extravagance- 
whatever  fosters  the  latter  is  the  truest  economy. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  the  truth  of  these  prop 
ositions:  they  are  self-evident.  We  apply  them 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  families,  but  are  apt  to 
forget  that  they  are  equallv  applicable  to  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole. 

Whatever  increases  disease  is  a  heavier  tax  than 
any  other  on  the  resources  of  a  citv;  whatever 
prevents  it  and  brir  gs  in  health  yields'  a  larger  re- 
turn than  any  other  investment. 

"Within  the  past  twenty-five  years,"  says  Presi- 
dent White  of  Cornell  University,  "there  has  been 


created  a  science  of  sanitary  engineering.  I  say 
within  the  past  twenty-five  years,  although  I  know- 
that  engineering,  even  in  ancient  times,  had  fre- 
quent reference  to  sanitary  considerations.  Any 
one  who  has  walked  along  the  Tiber  at  Borne  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Cloaca  Maxima  is  well 
aware  of  that;  but  it  is  within  the  past  twenty-five 
years  that  the  science  has  been  placed  on  solid 
foundations. 

Vital  statistics  have  shown  the  effects  of  the  in- 
troduction of  sunlight,  of  pure  water  and  air,  into 
our  dwellings  and  cities,  and  engineering  has 
shown  us  the  best  methods  of  introducing  them. 
Any  one  who  will  take  up  the  recent  work  on  the 
subject  by  Mr.  Baldwin  Latham  will  see  what 
great  conquest  has  here  been  made. 

The  statistics  show  that  of  seven  leading  towns 
and  districts  in  England,  such  as  Croydon,  Ely, 
Salisbury  and  others,  where  careful  and  thorough 
modes  of  sewerage  prevail,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  has  been  reduced  from  forty  to  twenty  per 
cent. 

I  also  see  from  calculations  made  on  the  basis 
of  Dr.  Allen's  tables  that  there  is  a  saving  to 
these  districts  pecuniarily.  Taking  into  view  the 
fact  that  for  every  death  prevented  about  twenty 
cases  of  disease  are  prevented,  I  will  say  that, 
judged  even  from  a  cold  financial  point  of  vi^w, 
the  result  has  been  magnificent.  What  the  re- 
sult would  be  by  good  modes  of  sanitar. 
engineering  may  be  judged  from  the  statement  in 
Dr.  Beale's  book  on  -'Disease  Germs,"  which  is 
that  by  a  good  system  of  sewerage  one  hundred 
thousand  lives  might  be  saved  annually  in  Eng- 
land." 

Those  who  constitute  the  mass  of  our  commu- 
nity, at  least  three-rounhs  of  ic,  the  laboring  men 
and  women  of  Boston  with  their  families,  should 
not  be  surrounded  by  what  Kingsley  calls  "every 
circumstance  which  depresses  the  vital  energies, 
and  leaves  them  an  easy  prey  to  pestilence  itself, 
by  bad  light,  bad  air,  bad  food,  bad  water,  bad. 
smells,  bad  occupations,  which  weaken  the  mus- 
cles, cramp  the  chest,   disorder  digestion." 

This  is  exactly  what  we  are  doing,  or  permitting 
to  be  done,  here  in  Boston  as  the  city  grows.  LTn- 
less  open  spaces  of  sufficient  extent'  are  provided 
and  properly  located,  we  shall  create  and  shut  up 
in  this  city  the  conditions  of  which  disease,  pestir 
lence  and  death  will  be  the  natural  offspring. 

This  will  become  more  apparent  it  we  con- 
sider the  direction,  extent  and  character  of  the 
city's  growth.  The  topography  of  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  Boston  is  such  that  its  largest 
growth  will  necessarily  be  in  a  westerly  and  south- 
erly direction.  In  the'territory  bounded  hyaline 
drawn  from  the  northerly  end'of  Arlington  street 
on  Charles  River  to  Dover-street  Bridge  on  the 
South  Bay;  thence  by  a  line  southwesterly  through 
Albany  street  to  Dudley  street,  in  w-hat  was  for- 
merly Roxbury ;  thence'by  a  line  running  north- 
erly through  Long-wood  avenue  to  the  Cottage 
Farm  Station  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad; 
and  thence  by  the  south  bank  of  Charles  River  to 
the  point  of  beginning,  there  are.  according  to  the 
estimate  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  city  surveyor,  about 
1700  acres  of  land  and  water.  Much  of 'this  tract 
is  inhabited,  or  used  for  manufacturing  and  other 


been,  and  the  whole  territory  occupied,  we  should 
have  the  following  result : 

Wards  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9, 10  and  11,  with  an  area  of 
1380  acres,  contained,  according  to  the  census  of 
1870,  a  population  of  93.63  persons  to  the  acre. 
When  the  territory  above  described  is  fully  in- 
habited, it  will  have  at  least  as  many  persons  to 
the  acre  as  the  wards  just  mentioned— a  popula- 
tion of  159,171. 

The  population  in  the  territory  within  the  six- 
mile  circle  from  the  State  House  has  doubled 
eveiy  eighteen  years  since  1820.  At  this  rate  these 
1700  acres  will  be  entirely  occupied  in  less  than 
twenty  years.  More  than'  150,000  people  will  then 
te  living  between  Arlington  street  and  Parker's 
Hill.  This  district  is  a  natural  cesspool ;  from  its 
centre  the  land  rises  to  the  highlands  of  Roxbury, 
to  Parker's  Hill,  and  even  towards  Washington 
and  Arlington  streets.  If  it  be  filled  to  the  grades 
of  twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water  for  the 
cellars  and  eighteen  feet  for  the  streets, 
which  are  the  ones  established  for  what 
has  been  hitherto  filled,  there  will  be  a 
large  and  densely  populated  district  into  and 
over  which  will  flow  the  surface  drainage  and 
much  of  the  filth  from  an  extensive  tract  of  a 
higher  level  nearly  all  around  it.  It  is  easy  to  pre- 
dict that  the  death  rate  not  only  of  that  'district, 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


but  of  the  whole  city,  will  l>e  alarmingly  increased 
unless  stringent  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent 
such  rnis-improvement. 

The  registrar  of  Boston,  in  his  annual  report  for 
1873,  comments  on  the  vital  statistics  which  he 
presents  as  follows: 

"From  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  tables 
it  is  evident  that  Boston  cannot  be  congratulated 
on  its  sanitary  condition.  Without  the  presence 
of  any  epidemic,  except  scarlatina  and  smallpox, 
the  former  existing  to  no  greater  exter  than  lor  a 
number  of  years  pj-st,  and  the  latter  disappearing 
in  July  last,  the  death  late  appears  m  the  ratio  of 
28.45  in  1000.  in  three  years  only  (1S53,  1854  and 
1872)  within  the  last 'twenty-five  has  the  rate 
reached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and  1864 
it  was  27  in  1000,  and  in  1859  it  had 
fallen  to  21.4.  For  the  ten  years  end- 
ing with  the  last-named  year,  the  average  rate 
was  25.2;  and  in  the  ten  years  ending  with  1869  it 
was  23.7.  In  1870  it  was  24.3;  in  1871  it  was  23.5, 
and  in  1872  it  iumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of 
smallpox  in  the  past  year,  the  only  unusual  dis- 
ease noticeable  during  that  period,  will  account 
for  a  portion  of  the  large  mortality  ;  but  it  will  be 
seen  that  with  the  subsidence  of  that  disease  the 
death  rate  still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  alti- 
tude. To  those  who  are  familiar  with  vital  sta- 
tistics and  are  able  to  read  their  meaning,  the 
sudden  increase  of  the  death  rate  from  23.5  in  a 
thousand,  in  1871,  which  was  preceded  by  a  similar 
condition  tor  a  series  of  years,  to  30.5  in'  1872,  and 
this  in  turn  followed  by  the  rate  of  28.4  in  1873,  the 
subject  assumes  a  very  serious  aspect." 

This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  JBostou, 
to  which  the  registrar  has  so  earnestly  called  the 
attention  of  its  "citizens,  will  become  still  more  se- 
rious in  the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close 
at  hand,  if  the  territory  which  we  have  described 
is  not  laid  out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no 
part  of  the  city,  as  constituted  today,  that  requires 
more  careful  sanitary  engineering  than  this.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that  an  infect- 
ed and  unhealthy  district  poisons  the  air  for  miles 
around  it. 

If  scarlet  fever,  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers, 
cholera  infantum,  cholera,  and  'other  similar 
scourges  that  punish  so  tearfully  man's  ignorance 
and  negligence,  are  generated  in  the  cesspool  we 
have  described,  the  dwellers  on  Beacon  street,  at 
the  South  End,  on  the  highlands  of  Roxbury  and 
at  Longwood  will  not  escape  similar  punishment. 

Boston  has  paid  more  attention  to  intellectual 
and  less  to  physical  education,  on  which,  to  be  of 
use,  all  the  former  must  be  based,  than  any  city 
m  the  country.  She  seems  to  have  forgotten 
that  a  community  to  be  truly  strong  must 
be  strong  in  every  way  ;  that  the  strength  of  the 
whole  is  measured  by  tha*.  of  the  weakest  part. 
It  is  not  enough  in  these  days  to  be  nearer  by  two 
hundred  miles  to  Liverpool,  if  we  have  no  trunk 
line  to  the  West ;  it  is  not  enough  to  widen  and 
straighten  our  streets,  unless  we  can  compel  the 
business  to  fill  them.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  have  the 
best  common  schools  on  the  continent,  and  to  add 
to  them  conservatories  of  music,  schools  of  de- 
sign, and  art  museums,  unless  at  the  same  time 
provision  be  made  for  that  physical  culture  which 
fresh  air  and  the  opportunities  for  out-door  life 
alone  can  give. 

The  fact"  that  every  day's  delay  will  add  so 
greatly  to  the  cost  should  compel  immediate  ac- 
tion. A  city,  to  keep  its  rank,  cannot  afford  to 
postpone  inevitable  improvements.  All  experi- 
ence shows  that  ti>e  tendency  of  the  population  is 
toward  the  cities;  year  by  year,  m  the  older  parts 
of  the  country, the  villages  and  smaller  towns,  un- 
less supported  by  manufacturing,  are  dwindling; 
the  cities  grow  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest. 
Centralization  is  the  type,  of  the  age.  Recognizing 
this  fact  what  shall  we  do?  The  answer  is  plain. 
Make  the  cities  in  all  ways  healthful  and  beauti- 
ful. Bring  in  pure  water.  Provide  at  any  cost 
such  a  system  of  sewerage  that  not  a  single'death 
can  he  laid  at  that  door.  And,  cheapest  of  all, 
see  to  it  in  time  that  pure  air  shall  be  within  the 
reach  of  all  within  your  limits. 

We  can  forecast  the  future ;  we  can  tell  to  a 
thousand  how  many  people  Boston  will  contain 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  years  hence;  how  many  square 
miles  will  be  covered  with  dwellings;  what  will  be 
the  taxabU;  valuation.  Can  we  not  foresee,  too, 
what  that  population  will  need  in  the  way  of 
breathing  spaces,  and  at  what  cost  that 
population  will  have  to  provide  them,  if 
we  neglect  our  plain  duty?  Whatever  plan 
may  be  adopted,  if  as  comprehensive  as  the 
most  sanguine  might   propose,  will  probably  be 


pointed  at  within  the  next  thirty  years  as  another 
instance  of  how  little  one  generation  realizes  the 
growth  and  needs  of  the  next. 

We  need  in  Boston  no  single  large  "Central 
Park"  ;  the  shape  of  the  city  forbids  it.  nor  would 
it  answer  our  purposes.  'We  need  many  open 
spaces  in  every  part ;  a.  series  of  parts  of  various 
sizes  and  shapes,  where  the  land  may  be  found 
best  fitted  for  them,  connected  by  broad  drive- 
ways. This  system  of  roads  should  also  connect 
with  Forest  Hills,  Mount  Hope  and  Mount  Au- 
burn cemeteries,  and— if  an  arrangement  can  be 
made  with  Harvard  University— with  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  which  is  to  be  located  on  a  part  of  the 
Bussey  Farm  in  West  Roxbury.  We  think  that 
the  university  will  agree  to  keep  this  forever  open 
to  the  public,  under  proper  regulations,  to  be 
agreed  upon,  if  the  city,  paying  nothing  for  the 
land,  will  contribute  to  the  cost  of  laving  out  and 
planting  it  in  the  first  instance,  and  6t  keeping  it 
in  order  thereafter. 

One  of  the  strongest  objections  has  been  that 
Boston,  at  this  time,  should   not    increase  its  debt 


point  of  view,  and  that  the  experience  of  other 
cities  proves  that  the  question  of  cost  need  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  immediate  action. 
We  tlieiefoi e  recommend— 

First— That,  in  view  of  the  present  grade  and  of 
the  class  of  buildings  which  may  be  erected  there, 
a  park  be  laid  out  in  some  part  of  the  territory 
between  Arlington  street  and  Barker's  Hill. 

Second — That  a  series  of  parks,  of  moderate 
size,  connected  by  proper  roads,  be  laid  out  be- 
tween the  third  and  fourth  mile  circles,  and  that 
the  land  for  a  second  series  of  larger  size,  beyond 
the  first,  be  secured  at  once.  These  outer  parks 
need  not  be  improved  until  the  growth  of  the  city 
makes  it  necessary. 

Third— That  application  be  made  to  the  next 
Legislature  for  the  power  to  take  land  for  public 
parks  and  their  connecting  roads,  and  that  assess- 
ments for  betterments  in  this  connection  may  be 
authorized. 

Having  no  power  to  act,  we  think  it  unwise  to 
specify  any  particular  lots  of  land  to  be  taken  for 
these  purposes. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,, 

John  T.  Clark. 

George  A.  Shaw. 

James  J.  Plyot. 

H.  J.  Boaedmau, 

Richard  Frotiuxgham. 

Edw-ard  H.  Clarke. 

William  &ray,  Jr. 
Boston,  ATov.  25, 1874. 

The  undersigned,  while  assenting  in  general 
terms  to  the  statement  contained  in  the  foregoing 
report,  desires  to  hive  it  appear  as  a  part  of  the 
record  that  he  is  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  out  public  parks  at  this  time— 
the  city  being  heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  mu- 
nicipal purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds  of  busi- 
ness in  an  unusually  depressed  condition. 

James  Power. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed,  and    1000  addi- 
tional copies  were  ordered. 


Mr.  Bracket!  of  Ward  10  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Henry  FaJlon 
and  Michael  Sheedv,  to  be  compensated  for   dam- 


street.    Severally  accepted  and  sent  up. 

MYSTIC  WATER  RATES. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  who  were  directed  to  report  an 
ordinance  in  relation  to  the  use  of  Mystic  water 
in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  submitted  a  report 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1875,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  be,  and  it  is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  charge  and  collect,  the  same  prices  or  rates 
for  the  use  of  water  furnished  in  Wards  20,  21  and 
22,  as  the  Coehititatc  Water  Board  is  authorized 
by  ordinances  of  the  City  Council  to  charge  and 
collect  for  the  use  of  water  in  other  portions  of 
the  city;  and  the  said  Mystic  Water  Board  is 
authorized  to  exercise  the  same  powers,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  in  the  control 
and  management  of  the  Mystic  Water  Depart- 
ment and  the  assessment  and  collection    of  water 
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rates,  fines  and  penalties,  as  trie  Coehituate  Water 
Board,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  that  the  order  might  taise  its  second 
reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16—1  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  sav  anything  in  regard  to  that  oraer, 
except  that  it  was1  drawn  in  consultation  with  the 
.Mystic  Water  Board  and  City  Solicitor,  and  is  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  them,  and  is  considered  by 
all  parties  to  be  the  best  arrangement  that  can  be 
made. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  should  like  to  know 
what  the  real  object  of  the  order  is.  The  people 
of  Charlestown  are  affected  by  it,  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman can  explain  it  I  should  like  to  hear  him. 
Probably  1  shall  be  asked  the  question  what  the 
effect  of  this  order  is.  and  I  should  like  to  know. 

Mr.  West  of  AVard  16— There  is  no  existing  or- 
dinance under  which  the  Mystic, Water  Board  can 
charge  anybody  for  water,  the  Charlestown  ordi- 
nances having  expired.  There  must  be  a  city  or- 
dinance to  empower  them  to  make  out  bills"  and 
collect  them.    Tha  t  is  the  primary  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Dacey— I  am  satisfied. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

SALE  OF  SURPLUS  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
to  amend  the  ordinance  relative  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  public  documents,  so  as  to  allow  the  sale 
of  surplus  documents,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordi- 

An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  Ordinance  relating 

to  Printing. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance relating  m  printing,  passed  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1874,  is  herehy  amended  bv  insert- 
ing in  the  first  section,  after  the  words  "distribu- 
tion of  said  documents,  books  and  pamphlets," 
the  words,  -prov'trleri,  that  said  committee  may 
authorize  the  sale,  at  an  approximate  cost  price. 


of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such 
ments,  books  or  pamphlets." 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

THE  SUDBURY  RrVER  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  with 
full  power  to  send  for  persons  a. id  papers  and  to 
investigate  the  charges  tint  the  scheme  for  taking- 
water  from  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  is  one 
of  speculation,  jobbing  and  fraud,"  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report:  The  order  under 
which  the  committee  was  appointed  was  approved 
the  24th  of  November,  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  chairman  the  following-named  persons  were 
notified  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  clerk  to  attend  a 
meeting  on  the  next  day  and  furnish  any  evidence 
in  their  possession  relating  to  the  subject  of  the 
investigation,  namely :  Nathaniel  ,1.  Bradlee, Pres- 
ident of  the  Coehituate  Water  Board  in  1868-69 
and  '70;  Charles  H.  Allen,  President  of  the  board 
in  1871  and  1872;  Alderman  S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water 
daring  the  past  two  yeais  ;  Councilman  Frederick 
Pease,  Chairman  of  "the  Water  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council;  Councilman  George 
A.  Shaw,  who  was  represented  to  be  the  author 
of  the  charges,  and  Councilman  William 
H.  Kent,  who  introduced  the  order  for 
the  investigation.  It  was  understood  that 
the  meetings  of  the  committee  would  be 
public,  and  that  any  persons  interested  could  at- 
tend and  testify. 

All  the  parties  who  had  been  notified,  except 
Mr.  Shaw,  attended  at  the  place  and  hour  desig- 
nated ;  but  in  the  absence  of  two  members  of  the 
committee  the  -meeting  was  adjourned  until  Fri- 
day, the  27th  of  November;  and  the  clerk  was  di- 
rected to  notify  Mr.  Shaw  and  request  his  attend- 
ance at  that  time. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  the  clerk  submitted  a 
statement  which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Shaw, 
dated  the  24th  of  November,  stating, in  substance, 
that  he  had  made  no  charges  against  any  member 
or  members  of  the  City  Council  which  the  Coun- 
cil or  any  members  'thereof  were  authorized  to 
call  upon  him  to  substantiate;  and  that  he  should 
decline  to  appear  before  the  committee. 

The  chaiunau  then  called  upon  Mr.  Kent  to  give 
his  re  "sons  for  introducing  the  order. 


Mr.  Kent  said  the  older  was  based  solely  on  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Shaw;  and  he  referred  par- 
ticularly to  tin  following  words: 

"I  repeat  it,  that  behind  all  this  there  is  a 
scheme  of  speculation  which  is  not  -een  ;  there  is 
a  scneme  for  water  and  land  speculation  all  along 
that  line  which  does  not  show  itself  here,  but 
which  will  show  itself  and  be  proven  to  the  Coun- 
cil before  many  weeks  more  shall  have  passed 
away."  [Proceedings  of  Common  Council,  p.  366. 
"If  ever  there  was  an  enormous  fraud  perpe- 
trated on  the  city  of  Boston  it  is  this  Sudburv 
River  scheme;  and  as  collateral  to  it  is  this 
question  raised  in  the  message  of  his  honor 
the  Mayor.  *  *■  *  The  scheme  itself  is  nothing 
else  than  a  speculation,  and  before  another  week 
shall  have  na-sed  away  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  re- 
veal the  facts  as  they  are."  [Proceedings  of  the 
Common  Council,  p  588. 

"Because  my  triend  from  Ward  16  does  not  know 
that  there  are  no  jobs  in  the  Sudbury  scheme  does 
not  prove  that  there  are  none.  I  came  here  to 
state  what  I  know,  and  I  know,  and  I  say,  there 
are  schemes  of  speculation  in  it,  and  have  been 
from  the  beginning,  It  is  true,  and  the  people  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true,  and  there  are  those  who  know 
it  to  be  true.  *  *  *  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  will  demand  an  investigating  commit- 
tee, and  demand  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  these  facts;  and  when  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  gets  leady  he  will  find  them,  and 
more  than  cue  gentleman  from  Ward  6  ever  had 
the  brains  to  conceive  of.  *  *  *  When  I  say 
that  there  are  jobs  and  schemes  I  know  it,  and 
when  I  get  ready  I  will  divulge  it."  [Proceedings 
of  the  Common  Counci1,  pp.  620-621. 

The  chairman  inquired  whether  there  was  any- 
one present  who  could  furnish  any  facts  as  to  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  the  assertions  which  had  been 
referred  to. 

.  Mr.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  who  was  President  of 
the  Water  Board  when  the  scheme  for  procuring 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  city  was 
initiated,  stated  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any 
speculation,  jobbing  or  fraud  in  connection  with 
the  Sudbury  River  project.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Allen, 
who  succeeded  Mr.  Bradlee  as  president,  made 
the  same  statement. 

The  chairman  stated  that  Mr.  Shaw  bad  been 
notified  of  !he  first  meet'ug  in  the  usual  manner; 
and,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  he  had  also 
been  notified  of  the  adjourned  meeting  and  re- 
quested to  attend  it.  As  it  appeared  that  the  in- 
vestigation was  based  wholly  ou  the  assertions  of 
that  individual,  and  as  he  had  refused  to  come 
before  the  committee,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
substantiating,  explaining  or  withdrawing  them, 
there  was  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  matter  fur- 
ther, and  the  hearing  was  accordingly  closed. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add'  anything  to 
this  brief  statement  of  the 'committee's' proceed- 
ings. As  it  stands,  the  author  of  these  assertions, 
which  have  had  a  tendency  to  bring  discredit  up- 
on the  Government,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  oc- 
cupies no  enviable  position  ;  and  the  committee 
have  no  desire  to  make  it  more  conspicuous  by 
any  comments  of  their  own. 

James  Power, 
chas.  j.  prescott. 
H.  J.  Boardman. 
Harrison  LORrNG. 
David  P.  Kimball. 
The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the   re- 
port. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  some  interest  in 
that  matter.  There  is  a  statemeut  there,  sir.  that 
the  author  of  those  statements  holds  no  enviable 
position.  "The  author  of  those  statements,"  I 
presume,  is  intended  to  mean  myself .  1  presume 
that  reference  of  the  committee  is  intended  for 
me.  I  shall  therefore  desire,  in  addition  to  that 
report,  that  the  communication  which  I  made  to 
that  committee  shall  be  published  m  connection 
with  it.  I  ask  nothing  more,  and  I  shall  submit  to 
nothing  less,  in  common  decency  and  common 
courtesy.  I  answered  the  committee  when  I  ap- 
peared before  them,  and  I  now  sav  that  the  an- 
swer which  I  made  to  the  committee  should  be 
published  to  all  the  world  in  connection  with  the 
report.  I  think  common  justice  requires  it,  and  I 
think  the  common  justice  and  good  sense  of  the 
Council  will  vote  it  to  me.  I  ask,  sir,  that  in  con- 
nection with  this  report,  the  answer  which  I  made 
to  the  honorable  cominPtee  shall  be  published.  I 
make  that  motion  as  an  amendment  to  the  report, 
and  I  do  it  with  all  the  courtesy  which  I  am  able 
to  express,  and  I  ask  it  because  1  am  designated 
there  as  having  no  enviable  position.    Had  those 
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words  not  been  used  1  never  would  have  asked  it . 
Common  courtesy  aiui  decency  tome  compel  me  to 
make  that  motion,  and  1  hope  that  no  gentleman 
will  refuse  it. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  hear 
the  communication  read. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  not  in  possession  of 
the  communication. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  certainly  among  the 
papers  of  the  honorable  committee,  and  it  should 
have  been  returned  with  those  documents,  by  all 
common  custom  and  practice.  I  therefore  ask, 
sir,  that  the  matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  the 
honorable  committee  can  furnish  that  communica- 
tion, which  is  in  their  hands  as  an  official  docu- 
ment, and  is  properly  a  part  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— I  merely  wish  to  say  in 
regard  to  publishing  that  letter,  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  if    the    gentleman  from  "Ward   5    had  ap- 


peared before  the  committee  and  stated  his  facts. 
or  made  any  statement,  the  committee  would 
have  reported  what  he  said.  But  he  chose  to  take  an 
entirely  irregular  method  of  proceeding,  and  make 
a  written  statement;  and  when  the  committee 
had  their  meeting,  instead  of  going  before  them 
he  took  a  seat  ir.  the  next  room  and  sent  rather  an 
unpleasant  kind  of  letter  declining  to  appear  be- 
fore them.  Now  it  strikes  me  that  the  city  is 
hardly  called  upon  to  go  to  the  expense  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world  ibis  irregular  leUer,  sent  in 
this  irregular  way.     If    the    gentleman    had  any- 


at  the  time  of  the  meeting,  and  if  he  had  gone  be- 
fore the  committee  he  might  then  have  expected 
them  to  take  notice  of  what  he  said.  But  when 
the  gentleman  stands  oil  and  semis  a  written  com- 
munication; when,  instead  of  appearing,  as  he 
might  have  done,  he  chooses  not  to  submit  to  be 
cross-questioned,  but  sends  in  this  letter,  which 
he  has  already  published  in  a  good  many  papers, 
I  do  not  know  why  the  city  should  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  publishing  it  any  further. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— I  hope  the  Council  will 
take  some  action  upon  the  report  tonight,  and 
either  accept  it  or  reject  it.  The  communication 
to  which  the  gentleman  refers  was  not  addressed 
to  the  committee,  but  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  did  not  recognize  the 
committee;  he  only  recognized  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, and  seirt  to  him  a  lengthy  communica- 
tion in  response  to  the  ordinary  notice  which  is 
sent  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  requesting  the 
attendance  of  gentlemen  before  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  City  Government.  That  communi- 
cation was  in  print,  and  was  distributed  about 
City  Hall  before  the  iirst  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  as  stated  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  t>,  did  not  appear  before 
the  committee,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  he  has  for- 
feited all  right  to  have  any  evidence  or  defence 
which  he  desires  or  has  desired  to  make,  printed 
in  the  proceedings  of  this  Government  or  at- 
tached to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Fur- 
ther than  that,  this  communication  ought 
not  to  be  printed.  Two  portions  of  that 
communication,  as  is  probably  well  known 
to  most  of  the  Council,  are  simply 'scurrilous,  and 
reflect  dishonorably  and  disgracefully  upon  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  a  member 
of  this  body.  If  the  communication  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  the  committee,  if  it  had  been  respect- 
ful in  its  tone,  it  might  possibly— although  not 
probably— hare  been  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
committee.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  order  the 
printing  of  that  lengthy  document,  as  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  it  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  their  report,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  a  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Shawof  Ward  5 — I  desire  to  deny  in  toto  the 
statement  made  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from 
the  Sixth  Ward.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  notices 
which  I  received,  and  will  read  them  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Council,  and  for  his  information 
as  a  member  of  that  committee.  I  received  on  the 
24th  of  November  this  communication,  which  1 
now  have  the  honor  to  read: 

City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  24,  1874. 

Sir— The  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City 
Council,  appointed  under  the  following  preamble 
and  order,  namely— "Whereas,  In  the  discussions 
and  allusions  to  the  order  known  as  the  order  tak- 
ing the  waters  of  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River, 
said  order  now  lying  on  the  table  of  this  Board, 
it  has  been  plainly  and  repeatedly  asserted  that 
the  scheme  proposed  is  one  of  speculation,  job- 
bery and  fraud,  it  is  therefore  Ordered,  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  these  alleged  facts  clearly 


before  the  City  Council  and  the  people,  as  they 
should  be,  if  true,  or  of  disproving  them,  if  they 
are  false,  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of 
three  members  of  this  branch,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  said  committee  to 
have  full  powers  in  the  matter,  with  authority  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject,  "and  report  the  result  of  the  same  to  the 
CityjCouncil  at  ttie  earliest  practicable  moment" — 
will  hold  a  meeting  in  the  City  Hall,  on  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  25,  at  4.30  o'clock,  P.M.  You  are  re- 
quested to  be  present  and  furnish  to  the  commit- 
tee any  evidence  in  your  possession  relating  to  the 
subject  matter  of  the  order. 
I  am,  etc., 

James  M.  Bugbee, 

Clerk  of  Com. 
George  A.  Shaw,  Esq. 

At  the  hour  of  half-past  four  on  that  day,  I  was 
in  an  adjoining  room,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  (J  says.  1  skulked  and  shirked  nothing;  I 
skulked  from  no  committee.  I  was  in  the  adjoin- 
ing 10,0111  to  show  that  I  was  able  to  be  there.  But 
at  that  hour  of  half-past  four  the  *  Board  of  Al- 
dermen were  in  session,  and  remained  so  for  one 
hour  after,  and  no  meeting  of  that  committee 
was  held,  and  ncvei  had  been  up  to  that  moment. 
That  is  all  matter  of  history  and  record,  which 
seveial  gentlemen  in  this  room  can  prove,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  cannot  deny  it,  for  he 
was  there  in  the  Clerk's  room  reading  the 
document  whicn  I  had  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  m  answer  to  his  communication,  and 
notacommunication  authorized  i>\  t  he  committee— 
1  repeat  it,  not  a  communication  authorized  by  the 
committee.  Let  the  gentleman  here  deny  it  truth- 
fully, and  1  will  give  way  to  him  if  he  can.  I  was 
there  and  1  demanded  before  him  and  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  that  the  meeting  be  held  at  the  hour 
named,  but  the  meeting  was  not  held  till  a  quarter 
of  six  o'clock  that  night.  Let  the  gentleman  deny 
that  if  he  can.  It  is  history,  recorded  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Assistant  City  Solicitor  and  in  the 
presence  of  three  reporters  now  here  in 
this  loom.  Deny  that  he  who  can.  And 
then,  sir,  having  some  little  feeling  and  in- 
terest in  another  matter,  a  question  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  stayed  there  to  hear  some- 
thing upon  the  horse  railroad  question, — as  it  was 
proposed  to  put  another  track  down  in  my  dis- 
trict. 1  was  there  told  by  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees that  the  meeting  was  postponed  till  Friday. 
Said  I,  "Mr.  Bugbee,  postponed  by  whom?  Have 
you  had  a  meeting  of  your  committee?"  "No, 
sir,"  said  he.  "Postponed  by  whom?"  And  the 
worthy  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  said  to 
me,  in  the  Clerk's  room,  following  me  in— this  is 
history,  sir — "Aldermen  Tower  and  1'rescott  and 
myself  are  a  majority  of  the  committee."  "I 
admit  it,  sir;  but  you  have  n't  had  a  meet- 
ing. Can  you  adjourn  and  call  another  meet- 
ing without  having  had  a  meeting?  That 
can't  be  done."  He  knew  it  could  n't  be 
done.  What  diil  he  say?  Why,  sir,  "After  .con- 
sultation between  myself  and  the  clerk,  the  clerk 
went  in  and  met  the  chairman  of  the  committee ; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  then  said,  af- 
ter considerable  delay,  'we  will  call  a  meeting 
when  the  Board  adjourns.'  "  They  called  the 
meeting  when  the  Hoard  adjourned. and  who  were 
present  ?  Why,  sir,  only  the  two  Aldermen  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  lioiii  the  Sixth  Ward.  And 
then  Alderman  fresco  tt  rose  in  his  place  and  sug- 
gested that  a  bare  majority  of  the  committee  was 
present,  and  he  then  moved  that  the  committee 
adjourn  and  hold  a  meeting  on  Friday.  And  here, 
sir,  I  have  another  notice : 

Sir— The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  in  relation  to  the  project  for  procuring  a 
supply  of  water  front  Sudbury  River  will  hold  an 
adjourned  meeting  in  the  committee  room,  City 
Hall,  on  Friday,  Nov.  27,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
You  are  requested  to  be  present. 
I  am,  etc., 
James  M.  Bugbee,  Clerk. 

George  A.  Shaw,  Esq. 

That  is  the  history  of  tins  matter,  sir. 

The  President- The  time  allowed   for  debate  on 


if  the  Common  Council  sees  fit  to  give  me  time. 

Mr.  Boring  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  and  that  the  gentleman  be  allowed  to 
proceed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice  [Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9]. 


DECEMBER       3,       187  4 


672 


President,  I  ask  nothing  but  common  justice.  I 
made,  sir,  to  that  honorable  committee  a  most  re- 
spectful and  courteous  answer  to  their  request  to 
be  present.  I  never  intended  to  be  present.  They 
had  no  right  to  call  upon  me  to  be  present.  They 
seat  me  a  request  which  I  had  the  right  to  accept  or 
reject.  I  rejected  it.  A  proper  regard  for  the 
dignity  of  the  place  which  I  hold  here,  sir,  re- 
quires me,  in  the  estimation  of  the  best  people  of 
Boston,  to  stand  in  my  place  here  and  say  that 
which  I  have  to  say.  I  am  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil; I  am  one  of  "the  judges,  sir,  and  a  judge  is 
not  to  be  called  before  his  own  tribunal,  is  there 
a  lawyer  here— even  my  astute  friend  from  Ward 
6 — who  denies  that  proposition?  impeach  me  he 
who  can !  he  who  dares !  he  who  may !  .But  until 
I  am  impeached  no  power  in  this  land  can  eall  me 
before  that  committee.  That  you,  s;r,  and  every 
man  of  common  sense  knows.  Now,  am  I  to  de- 
scend to  a  mere  pettifogging  examination  before 
a  committee?  For  the  committee  I  have  entire 
respect,  and  if  the  document  I  offered  to  them 
were  appended  to  that  report,  I  should  not  say 
one  word.  Sir,  it  was  born  in  honesty  and  brought 
forth  in  integrity,  and  the  man  does  n't  breathe 
who  can  impeach  my  integrity.  An  honest  man 
can  afford  to  be  bold.  A  man  who  be- 
lieves that  speculation  is  and  has  been 
rife,  does  n't  hesitate  to  say  so.  I  never 
charged  it,  sir,  upon  any  member  of  this 
City  Government,  nor  did  I  ever  charge  corrup- 
tion, fraud  or  wrong-doing.  The  man  does  n't 
live  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  who  can  say  it— or 
can  truthfully  say  it.  And  all  I  ask  is,  that  that 
communication,  which  the  gentleman  wrongfully 
says  was  put  in  print  before  a  certain  time,  may 
be  printed.  I  shall  admit  that  I  handed  it  to  an 
honorable  editor  to  examine  and  use  if  h  s  saw  fit, 
but  not  until  five  o'clock,  and  it  was  not  used 
until  half  an  hour  after  the  time  when  the  honor- 
able committee  said  they  would  meet,  and  the 
proof  of  it  is  in  this  room.  Let  the 
gentleman  keep  the  facts  upon  his  side. 
I  am  brought  here  to  answer  to  what?  To 
answer  to  an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors?  Where  is  the  man  that  dares 
propose  it?  I  wish  to  make  no  long  speech;  I  am 
sorry  to  propose  this  thing,  and  I  should  not  have 
asked  it,  had  not  those  few  words  there  compelled 
me  to  do  so.  By  common  rights  and  common 
courtesy  from  members  of  this  Council  to  one 
another,  I  shall  demand  that  the  communication 
which  I  made  to  the  committee  shall  be  published 
as  one  of  the  official  documents,  and  that  it  shall 
go  broadcast  to  the  world  in  connection  with  the 
report  which  the  honorable  committee  have  seen 
fit  to  make. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  am  very  sorry  to  oc- 
cupy any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Council  upon 
this  matter,  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
has  m^de  some  statements  which  are  not  exactly 
as  f  understand  them,  and  as  I  am  unwilling  that 
they  shall  stand  uncorrected,  1  will  beg  permis- 
sion of  the  Council  to  occupy  a  very  few  moments. 
I  desire  to  state  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
when  the  meeting  was  appointed  at  half-past 
four,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  I  was  the  only  member  of  the  committee 
who  was  present  at  the  hour  for  meetiig.  The 
other  two  members  from  this  branch  were  un- 
avoidably absent ;  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  in 
session  until  very  nearly  half-past  five  o'clock, 
I  think.  There  was  quite  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  attendance  m  the  large  com- 
mittee room.  It  was  impossible,  or  it  would  have 
been  improper,  to  call  two  members  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  from  their  seats  at  such  a  moment, 
and  it  was  deemed  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  meeting  should  be  postponed 
until  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  as 
no  one  would  be  discommoded  thereby,  and  the 
Clerk  of  Committees    had   informed  us  that  the 

fentleman  from  Ward  5  would  not  ar  pear, 
he  Clerk  of  Committees  returned  from  the 
Aldermen's  room  and  stated  that  Alderman 
Power,  the  chairman,  had  postponed,  or 
proposed  to  postpone  the  meeting,  until 
three  o'clock  Friday  afternoon.  The  gentleman 
from  Wan'  Sprotested — that  was  the  expression, 
Mr.  President— against  the  postponement  of  the 
meeting  until  Friday.  I  did  n't  know  the  reason 
then,  but  it  came  out  subsequently,  because  his 
document  appeared  in  print  that  afternoon.  I 
stated  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees  that  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  was  unwilling  to  have  the 


meeting  go  over  until  Friday,  he  might  say  to  the 
Aldermen  that  I  would  remain,  and  there  should 
be  a  quorum  present  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Board.  I  did  not  read  the  document  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees. The  Clerk  commenced  to  read  to  nie  a  paper 
which  he  said  he  had  receive  1  from  Mr.  Shaw,  and 
after  he  had  read  a  short  portion  of  it  I  declined 
to  hear  any  more.  Those  are  the  facts  up  to  that 
moment.  Subsequently,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  three  members  of 
the  committee  met.  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  and  Alderman  Prescott 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  meeting  until 
Friday  afternoon,  because  there  was  barely  a  quo- 
rum of  the  committee  present,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  there  should  be  more  present  at  such  a 
time.  One  word  more  and  I  am  done. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  .5  wholly  misunderstand*  his  position 
in  this  matter;  if  he  does  not,  I  wholly  misunder- 
stand my  position  here  as  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil and  of  that  committee.  I  did  not  understand, 
whet  that  committee  of  investigation  was  formed, 
that  any  gentleman  was  on  trial,  or  that  it  was 
proposed  to  impeach  any  gentleman  whatever. 
But  I  did  understand  that  there  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  who,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  was  in  the  possession  of  facts  and  fig- 
ures which  would  show  that  there  was  something- 
wrong  in  this  Sudbury  scheme,  and  he  had  stated 
in  his  seat  that  he  desired  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation, before  whom  he  would  place  those  facts 
and  figures;  and  I  understood  that,  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council— and  he  and  the  Coun- 
cil will  pardon  me  if  I  say  it  —  it  was 
his  duty— as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  one  of 
us  in  the  Council  who  had  in  his  possession  any 
facts  and  figures  tending  to  show  wrong,  corrup- 
tion, speculation  or  jobbery  connected  with  any 
scheme  before  the  City  Government — to  aid  the 
committee  of  investigation  to  unearth  those 
wrongs.  1  supposed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  would  appear  before  us  as  an  assistant,  to 
aid  us  in  determining  who  were  the  persons  to  be 
sent  for  or  summoned,  who  were  to  be  compelled 
to  appear  before  us  with  their  papers  and  evi- 
dence, if  they  had  any.  I  desire  the  gentleman  of 
Ward  5  to  understand  that  I  never  intended  to  sit 
as  a  judge  at  his  trial;  1  never  desired  to  be  upon  a 
committee  before  whom  he  was  to  be  impeached. 
I  have  no  right  to  speak  for  any  other  member  of 
the  committee,  except  generally  to  say  that  Ithink 
the  whole  committee  entertained  the'  same  views 
that  I  did  and  do  ;  and  it  was  for  the  reason  I  have 
given  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  was  re- 
quested to  come  before  the  committee  and  give 
us  his  assistance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  thank  the  gentleman  for 
so  honestly  and  fairly  stating  the  case.  In  regard 
to  the  main  facts,  he  has  stated  them  precisely  as 
I  stated  them,  and  precisely  as  they  exist.  I 
thank  him  for  his  fairness.  I  have  the  right  to 
judge  of  my  own  prerogative,  as  well  as  he  has  of 
his.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Council,  his  peer,  his 
equal  in  standing  as  a  man  and  member,  and  some 
little  experience  has  taught  me  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  exercise  that  right  as  becomes  me  as  a  mail 
and  member.  The  reason  why  I  sent  that  com- 
munication is  stated  in  full  in  it,  and  I  am  only 
astonished  that  he  and  his  colleague  should  desire 
to  suppress  anything  in  answer  to  the  request  of 
the  honorable  committee.  Gaga  member  of  the 
Council  when  he  makes  such  a  request,  when 
among  the  most  eminent  men  whom  I  have 
consulted  within  a  few  days  it  is  the 
opinion  that  I  have  the  prerogative  here, 
in  my  own  place,  to  state  my  case,  and  not  in  a 
star  chamber !  That  is  why  I  request  that  my 
communication  shall  be  published  co-equal  with 
the  report  of  the  committee.  My  communication 
to  the  committee  states  my  reason  for  not  appear- 
ing before  them,  and  fully  states  the  case  as  it 
stood  then  and  as  it  stands  now,  and  as  it  shall 
always  stand  while  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council.  That  order  was  offered  here 
in  a  spirit  inimical  to  me.  I  have  the  right  so  to 
state  it,  whatever  my  worthy  friend  may  think. 
He  did  n't  introduce  it,  but  there  is  n't  a  fair- 
minded  man  in  this  council  that  does  n't  believe 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  me  before  the 
public  or  undertaking  to  gag  nie,  to  put  me  down, 
because,  sir,  in  my  honesty  and  integrity,  and 
from  information  which  came  to  me  from'inany 
sources,  I  saw  fit  to  state  my  belief.  I 
remember,  Mr.  President,  that  when  John 
Quincy  Adams  rose  in  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  protested  that  the  right  of 
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petition  belonged  to  the  people,  there  was  one 
common  assent  through  this  nation,  and  through 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  that  sentiment.  Am  I 
to  be  sagged,  sir?  Is  my  liberty  of  speech,  sir, 
when  I  speak  within  the  rules  of  this  Council,  to 
be  gagged  ?  Is  my  worthy  friend,  a  member  of 
the  Suffolk  Bar,  to  rise  here  and  say  that  the 
communication  addressed  to  the  party  from  whom 
I  received  the  notice,  and  was  signed"  "with  entire 
respect  to  you,  sir,  and  to  the  committee  which 
you  represent,''— that  is  the  language— "ana  to 
the  City  Council,  I  remain  most  truly  yours," — 
that  is  the  conclusion,  sir.  And  now,  sir.  am  I  to 
be  gagged  down  for  that?  Is  the  honorable 
member  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  to  rise  here  and  say 
that  the  communication  should  not  be  printed,  be- 
cause it  will  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a  few  dol- 
lars? What  <ae  our  rights,  sir,  as  Amer- 
ican citizens?  Is  the  liberty  and  freedom  of 
speech,  the  right  of  man  to  be  ignored?  It  may 
be  so.  I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything;  more.  I 
only  ask  that,  sir,  which  you  in  your  judgment 
never  should  refuse,  and- which  I  believe  this 
Council,  in  its  honorable  judgment,  will  never 
refuse,  and  that  is,  sir,  that,  in  connection  with 
this  report,  the  courteous  statement  which  I  made 
to  that  committee  shall  lie  published  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  (1— It.  sounds  very  absurd 
to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  talk  about 
gagging  him.  That  is  a  thing  which  we,  unfortu- 
nately, cannot  do.  In  this  particular  case  we 
tried  to  make  him  talk  and  tell  what  he  had  been 
hinting  at;  but  he  has  declined  to  do  it,  and  now 
he  wants  us  to  pri-..t  his  letter.  I  do  not  think  the 
city  wants  to  print  that  communication  for 
his  glorification.  What  the  Council  want- 
ed—perhaps it  was  m  a  spirit  hostile  to 
him  —  was  to  hear  what  his  facts  were.  They 
believed,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  understands 
and  appreciates  it,  that  he  had  n't  any  facts,  and 
wi  wa  itedtohave  liim  linm-hi  into  the  position 
in  which  he  stand-  today,  in  the  opinion  of  every 
fair-minded  man,  of  having  talked  about  facts 
which  he  knew  did  n!t  exist.  Hie  gentleman  at 
the  first  part  of  the  session  talked  about  fraud  in 
the  lirightcn  mattcis ;  lie  made  a  great  deal  of 
that,  and  finally  it  resulted  in  discovering  that 
there  was  an  attachment  in  the  name  of  George 
O.  Wilson  when  the  land  had  been  bought  from 
George  A.  Wilson,  an  attachment  which  was  n't 
worth  anything,  and  which  was  taken  off  before 
he  knew  of  it. 

Mr.  Shaw— That  isn't  true. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Now,  he  has  been  talk- 
ing about  enormous  fraud.  It  does  n't  matter 
whether  the  fraud  is  by  members  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment or  not,  if  there  is  fraud,  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  we  should  know  it;  and,  if  the  gentle- 
man knows  about  those  frauds,  I  think 
that  every  man  will  agree  with  me  that  he  should 
state  th em.  I  wanted  to  hear  about  them,  and  the 
Council  wanted  to  hear  them;  but  the  gentleman 
declines,  takes  tine  points,  and  assumes  that  he 
was  n't  duly  notified.  At  any  rate  lie  was  duly 
rotified  of  the  second  meeting.  But  1  believe  the 
gentleman  admits  that  he  didn't  mean  to  go  be- 
fore the  committee,  whether  notified  or  not;  he 
did  n't  mean  to  go  before  the  committee  or  tell  his 
facts.  He  meant  to  keep  behind  the  general  state- 
ment of  general  fraud.  He  said,  to  he  sure,  at  the 
last  meeting  substantially  something  like  tins: 
that  a  party,  out  win -re  i  he  tinned  i  .  eh.irgo.1  s.'Stintl 
for  the    right    to    ero-s    his    land,      in      go       -l.".i  1) 
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vent  it?  We  en  t  find  out  where  his  laots  are. 
There  is  nothing   but   this    $3000   matter  in    the 

whole  ten  millions;  that,  is  I  he  only  Hung  lie  has 
put  his  finger  upon,  and  that  is  till  I  be- 
lieve he  has  been  able  to  find.  I  think  the 
gentleman  himself,  if  he  Hunks  about  it 
coolly  and  carefully,  will  see  that  he  does 
stand  today  in  no  enviable  position  before  the 
City   Council   and   the   city    of  Boston,    anil    that 

people  must  till nU  that  lie  does  <now  the  laots 

about  which  he  pretends  to  speak;  or  if  they  do 


not  believe  that  of  him,  I  can  think  of  but  one 
other  possible  alternative.  If  a  man  knew  of 
frauds  and  kept  them  back,  it  might  be  be- 
cause he  had  a  hold  upon  the  persons  who 
proposed  to  perpetrate  the  fraud,  and  expected  to 
get  something  out  of  them  as  the  price  of  his 
silence.  I  am  unable  to  find  any  other  reason 
than  that.  If  the  gentleman  has  any  other  reason, 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  ex- 
plain it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  an  old  adage  that 
if  you  give  a,  rogue  rope  enough  ho  will  hang  him- 
self. 1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has 
done  it,  and  it  is  n't  tie  first  time  he  has  done  it. 
That  is  no  enviable  position  for  him  to  be  in— that 
may  be  an  interested  judgment.  He  is  one  of 
those  who  has  practised  so  long  at  the  bar  that  he 
is  able  to  take  almost  any  position,  I  presume.   At 

iy  rate  he  thinks  he  is.    Now,  sir,  he  states  in 


now,  sir,  l  have  got  some  facts  about  that  matter 
since,  and  if  the  gentleman  wants  to  know  it, 
I  can  prove  it  from  the  Water  Board,  that 
it  was  n't  any  S3ilt)()  speculation,  but  it  was  a  great 
deal  nearer  sKi.OUti,  and  when  the  time  comes,  as 
1  said  in  that  document,  which  I  asked  to  have 
published,  l  -hall  state  the  facts  here  in  my  place, 
before  no  commit  tee,  but  here.  Now,  let  the  gen- 
tleman take  that  and  record  it.  Here,  sir,  in  my 
place,  when  I   shall   have   ascertained  the  facts, 


my  own  seat.  Let  him  deny  it  who  d«res, 
he  who  can  ;  and,  sir,  if  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary, 1  will  cite  before  this  honorable 
committee,  if  ever  they  shall  sit  in  judg- 
ment again,  an  honorable  Alderman  of  this 
city  who  knows  another  fact  with  regard 
to  the  speculation,  who  desires  not  to  be 
called,  but  he  is  ready  to  be  called  for  justice's 
sake.  Let  gentlemen  think  of  that  for  a  moment. 
Now,  sir,  he  makes  one  gross  misstatement  here 
and  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  report,  which  you 
had  the  honor  to  read,  sir,  from  the  Assistant  City 
Solicitor,  with  regard  to  the  Brighton  matter. 
Every  .statement  which  !  made  was  substantiated 
in  that  report.  The  As.-ista.iit  (  ity  Solicitor  stated 
that  the  attachments  woie  taken  oil' sixty  days 
after  the  time  in  which  I  made  my  statement,  and 
yet,  sir,  that  man  has  the.  effrontery  to  rise  hero  and 
say  that  the  attachment  was  taken  oil  before  I 
made  my  statement  in  this  Council.  I  deny  it 
in  toto.  I  made  an  examination  of  the  rec- 
ords myself,  my  attention  having  boon  called  to 
it  by  some  of  the  ex-selectmen  of  Brighton.  I 
made  that  statement  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and 
to  some  three  or  four  of  the  honorable  Aldermen, 
and  they  disbelieved  and  discredited  it,  and  re- 
quested me  to  go  there;  and  I  wont  there,  with 
two  assessors,  to  examine  the  records,  and  1  found 
that  the  attachment  exi.dod,  and  not  one  particle 
had  been  removed.  And  now  lot  tic  honorable 
gentleman    •  tam!    boo  and  undertake  to  impeach 
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that  is  my  impression  as  lo  Hie  laots. 

Mr.  Pease  Of  Ward  1  — Will  the    gentleman  from 
Ward  5  be  kind  enough  to  repeat  his  statement  in 
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regard  to  the  $lo,oi>o  matter,  a*  1  did  not  under- 
stand him.  I  understood  him  to  make  a  state- 
ment as  coming  from  the  Water  Board,  that  a 
party  owning  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  settled  for 
$1500,  whose  former  price  was  $10,000. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  sale,  it  was  nearer  $10,- 

000  than  $3000.  I  know  from  whom  he  received 
the  report.  It  was  written  to  him  on  a  piece  of 
paper  and  sent  round  to  him.  I  have  no  question 
about  the  facts.  There  is  a  little  bird  which  has 
spoken  of  that  thing.  Three  thousand  dollars  is 
the  sum  stated  to  him,  but  $1500  were  received.  I 
say  that  a  sum  nearer  $10,000  was  asked  in  the 
first  place,  and  after  I  had  made  the  bold  state- 
ment I  did  the  party  came  round  and  accepted 
$1500.  I  have  no  difference  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1.  His  statement  was  as  he  received 
it.    But  my  information  has  been  received  since. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9— As  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  Water  Board  having  the  settle- 
ment of  those  uaiuages  in  charge,  I  will  state  that 
no  other  proposition  was  ever  made  to  us  but 
$3000 ;  there  was  no  proposition  for  $10,000  or  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  The  only  proposition  ever 
made  was  $3000. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Assist- 
ant City  Solicitor's  communication  thare  is  a  mis- 
print. It  states  that  the  original  attachments 
were  against  George  "A."  Wilson;  but  it  is  other- 
wise in  the  original  communication,  as  will  be 
seen  by  any  one  who  will  examine  it.  The  prin- 
ter supposed  it  was  a  mistake,  and  put  in  an 
"A"  in  place  of  an  "O."  While  I  am  up,  I  wish  to 
say  with  regard  to  this  speculation  or  fraud  where 
the  tunnel  is.  the  gentleman  charges  it  as  part  of 
the  fraud  of  the  Sudbury  scheme.  If  gentlemen 
will  consider,  they  will  see  that,  so  far  as  there 
has  been  any  imposition  on  the  city  at  all,  it  has 
been  because  the  Sudbury  scheme  lias  never  been 
carried  through.  If  we  had  voted  to  take  that 
land  we  could  take  it,  and  have  its  value  deter- 
mined by  a  jury.  But  as  the  thing  has  been  going 
on,  by  reason  of  the  opposition  the  Sudburv 
seheme  has  encountered  in  the  City  Council,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
owners  of  that  land ;  and  they,  perhaps,  baa  the 
city  in  their  power,  and  obtained  a  higher  price 
than  we  would  otherwise  have  had  to  pay. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  idea  of  George  "A." 
or  George  "O."  Wilson  is  a  mere  quibble.  You 
know  that  is  a  mere  clerical  error  ami  that  it  can 
be  amended  at  any  time.  It  is  a  mere  error  of 
writing  in  the  ordinary  way  a  dash  being  carried 
over  so  that  it  made  the  "A"  look  like  an  "O." 
More  than  six  months  ago  I  consulted  with  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex  County  on  the  subject.  It  is 
a  mere  quibble  that  the  gentleman  gets  up  here. 
The  attachment  was  against  George  "A."  Wilson, 
and  so  stood.  And  while  I  am  here  let  me  say 
that  there  is  n't  a  shadow  of  question  that  more 
than  two  months  from  the  time  in  which  I  made 
that  statement,  when  tne  attachment  still 
existed  against  George  A.  Wilson,  that  Messrs. 
Avery  &  Hobbs,  the  able  lawyers  of  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Learned,  went  over  there  with- 
out the  consent  of  Mr.  Learned,  the  plain- 
tiff, and  released  that  attachment,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  write  that 
down,  and  ascertain  whether  that  was  thirty  days 
sooner  or  later,  because  I  know  the  fact;  because 

1  went  theie  and  examined  the  records  with  two 
assessors,  and  afterwards  by  myself.  There  is  n't 
a  question  about  that.  The  gentleman  can't  state 
anything  with  truth;  that  doesn't  affect  anything, 
only  the  gentleman  is  trying  to  bring  my  word  in 
opprobrium  before  this  Council.  That  is  all,  sir. 
It  is  a  personal  thrust  at  me,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  this  case. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9— While  I  am  desirous  of 
showing  all  proper  courtesy  to  the  gentleman 
from  \V  artl  5,  or  any  other  member  of  the  Council, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  asking  too  much  of  us  to 
keep  this  disagreeable  subject  under  considera- 
tion any  longer.  These  charges  of  fraud  have 
been  reiterated,  one  after  another,  and  In  good 
ftiith  the  Council,  at  the  gentleman's  own  request, 
appointed  a  committee  of  investigation ;  anil  that 
committee  having  made  a  report,  the  gentleman 
asks  as  a  courtesy  that  his  communication  go 
with  the  report.  That  communication  has  ap- 
peared in  all  the  public  prints;  there  is  hardly  a 
citizen  who  pays  any  attention  to  that  kind  of 
speech  but  has  read  it.  That  communication  had 
no  relevancy  to  the  investigation;  it  was  merely 
stating  the  reasons  why  he  should  not  appear  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  therefore  I  see  noth- 
ing  to   l>e    gained   by   having  that  communica- 


tion printed.  As  I  said  before,  it  is  asking  too 
much  to  keep  this  question  open  and  have  it 
talked  upon  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  two 
months.  Every  member  of  this  Council  knows  it 
is  stale,  and  we  have  got  tired  of  it,  and  the  soon- 
er it  comes  to  an  end  the  better.  Therefore  I 
think  we  should  not  lay  the  report  upon  the  table, 
but  accept  it  and  have  done  with  it. 

The  motion  to  laj  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5—1  move  that  the  commu- 
nication be  printed  in  connection  with  the  report. 

The  President— The  difficulty  is  that  the  gentle- 
man asks  to  have  action  taken  upon  a  paper 
which  the  Chair  has  not  in  his  posses-ion,  and  the 
Common  Council  cannot  act  upon  it  under  such 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  communication  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  and  is  certainly  a  part  of  the 
papers  of  the  case  as  well  as  the  original  order; 
the  papers  of  the  committee  are  in  their  posses- 
sion and  not  in  mine,  and  consequently  it  is  their 
duty  to  furnish  t'aem  to  this  body. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  would  say  in  an- 
swer to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  that  the  committee  are  not  aware  that  the  docu- 
ment is  in  their  possession.  I  have  not  seen  it, 
and  did  not  make  iuquiry  for  it.  I  was  told  that 
it  was  the  special  property  of  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, who  has  it  in  his  possession,  I  presume. 
The  fact  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committee 
was  denied,  and  that  this  was  the  special  property 
of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  was  the  reason  it  was 
not  handed  to  us. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  can  say  from  information  received 
from  one  of  the  committee  that  ray  communica- 
tion was  read  to  the  honorable  committee  at  their 
meeting. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  will  furnish 
the  Chair  with  a  copy  of  his  amendment  the  Chair 
will  put  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  -I  wish  I  could  do  so,  but  1  cannot.  It 
is  out  of  my  power.  It  is  putting  me  ;'n  a  most 
extraordinary  position  when  a  request  for  a  paper 
to  be  received  and  published  is  disallowed.  *  If  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  gag  It  off  and  not 
allow  it,  why,  of  course,  it  can  be  done  ;  but  I 
should  hope  thatin  all  decency  sufficient  time  will 
be  given  for  that  communication  to  be  pioperly 
received  and  entertained  as  it  should  have  been  at 
the  time.  I  ask  no  more  than  what  isfair  and  right. 

Mi-.  Putnam  of  Ward  15 — I  move  that  the  report 
be  accepted. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  report  was  sent 
up. 

UNPAID  TAXES  ON  THE  LO  WELL  Sl'HOOLHcl  USE  SITE 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  means  forpavingthe.taxes, 
amounting  to  $4*.30,  assessed  tortile  pre  cut  year 
on  the  lot  of  land  purchased  in  Mav  last  of  John 
Johnson  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Lowell  School- 
house  lot  on  Centre  street.  Ward  15. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  lti  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—  The  sub-committee  of  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  who  ne- 
gotiated for  the  lot  of  9000  feet  of  land  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Lowell  Schoolbouse  site,  had 
just  $5000  to  make  the  purchase  with.  In  making 
the  trade,  we  were  to  receive  the,,land  and  the  city- 
was  to  assume  the  taxes.  It  was  then  very  near 
the  1st  of  May,  and  the  taxes  were  assessed  to  Mr. 
Johnson  The  papers  were  passed  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  there  was  no  necessity  for  putting  in 
an  order  for  the  city  to  assume  the  taxes.  But 
Mr.  Johnson  came  to  the  committee,  said  he  had 
received  the  tax  bill,  and  wishes  the  city  to  abate 
it.  The  City  Treasurer  says  he  cannot  see  his  way- 
clear  to  abate  the  taxes,  and  after  consultation  i't 
was  found  that  the  only  way  to  do  it  is  for  the  city 
to  assume  the  taxes  on  the  property. 

Mr.  AVest— I  lemernber  the  case  liow,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  vv.es  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

THE  NONESUCH  POND    WATER  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12,  the  order 
requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  take  the  waters  of  Nonesuch, 
Pickerel  and  Morse's  ponds  and  Stevens's  Brook, 
or  either  or  any  of  them,  for  the  puipose  of  fur- 


be  necessary  for  the  purpose;  also,  to  pre 
sent,  a  like  petition  with  reference  to  the  waters 
of  Shawsheen  River,  was  taken  from  the  table  [a 
rising  vote  being  taken  to  solve  a  doubt  raised  by 
Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9]— 24  for,  24  against— the 
President  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  explained  that  he  had  at 
the  lust  meeting  asked  to  have  the  order  lie  over 
through  a  misapprehension,  and  that  the  order 
then  referred  to  was  the  one  for  an  ordinance 
looking  to  the  appointment  of  a  new  water  com- 
mission, offered  l>v  Mr.  I  lean  of  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  object  of  selecting 
Nonesuch  Pond,  as  being  more  practical  than  any 
other  among  the  cluster  of  ponds  in  that  section, 
was  because  ithasalaiger  watershed,  contains 
the  purest  water,  and  can  lie  utilized  tor  the  least 
expenditure  of  money.  If  Morse's  Pond  and  Pick- 
erel Pond  were  converted  into  a  reservoir,  it  would 
submerge  the  i  oehituate  conduit  sixteen  feet  be- 
low the  surface  ot  the  water.  As  every  cubic  foot 
of  water  weighs  olP.,  pounds,  the  additional  press- 
ure upon  the  conduit  would  lie  1000  pounds  to  the 
square  foot:  then  should  there  lie  a  breakage  in 
the  conduit  in  consequence  of  this  pressure,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  the  dynamical  effect 
upon  the  conduit,  on  that  portion  out- 
side the  reservoir,  would  inevitably  shatter 
the  whole  structure  for  a  long  distance. 
Water  is  a  non-elastic  substance,  and  a  sud- 
den shock  of  10(10  pounds  per  square  foot,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  outward  pressure,  would  most 
ceitainlv  destroy  the  conduit.  If,  however,  there 
can  be  built,  without  great  expense,  a  dyke  of 
earthwoik  alone  the  line  of  conduit  to  protect  it 
from  being  submerged,  there  certainly  can  be  no 
objection  to  its  adoption.  The  minority  report 
does  not  appear  before  us  unexpectedly.  It  is  the 
old  story— an  argument  for  the  Sudbury  River 
scheme.  It  condemns  all  plans  except  those 
of  the  most  expensive  character.  They  claim 
that   Dudley  Pond    has  a  more    favorable    wa- 

rshed    than     Nonesuch     Pond,    and    yet    this 


jond    does     not     fill     itself     or     pay    its    way. 

ig.    If  I  am  correctly 

informed,  there  is  not  one-halt  a  square  mile  of 


this  statement  is  all  wrong 


watershed  around  Dudley  Pond,  while  Nonesuch 
has  three  square  miles,  according  to  the  Engineer's 
report,  ff  the  minority  statement  were  true,  that 
Dudley  loi.d  has  a  larger  watershed  than  that  of 
Nonesuch  Pond,  or  three  square  miles,  and  yet 
does  not    till    itself,  what  assurance  have  we   that 


will  furnish  us  from  fifty  to  seventy  millions  per 
day?  If  the  system  of  estimating  the  capacity  of 
the  Sudburv  is  reliable,  the  minimum  supply  of 
Nonesuch  Pond  will  lie  two  millions  of  gallons  per 
day,  and  from  that  up  to  four  millions.  Of  course 
f  it  should  not  rain  for  six  years,  it  would  not 
fill  up,  and  neither  would  Lake  Cochituate. 
Nor  would  the  proposed  reservoirs  on  the  Sud- 
bury. I  understand  the  Engineer's  opinion  is  that 
had  Nonesuch  Pond  been  in  readiness  it  would 
have  filled  this  year.  When  the  committee  visit- 
ed this  pond,  in  "the  dryest  part  of  the  season,  we 
found  wasting  under  the  conduit  a  stream  esti- 
mated at  over  a  half-million  gallons  per  day,  of  as 
pure  water  as  we  ever  drank;  and  this  without 
dams  or  reservoirs.  According  to  the  Engineer's 
theory,  the  present  supply  is  from  six  to  eight 
million  gallons  short  of  an  adequate  supply  in 
times  of  drought.  It  will  require  five  years  to 
complete  the  works  for  the  Sudbury  ;  it  may  be 
eight,  or  perhaps  less  time,  for  the  Charles  River. 
It  may  be  many  years  before  we  conclude  to  take 
either.  Are  we  to  be  kept  on  a  short  allowance 
in  order  to  keep  up  this  water  panic 
till  we  adopt  the  Sudbury  River  scheme? 
Or  shall  we  secure  the  right  to  take  this  pond, 
which  will  furnish  its  pure  water  at  K!i  per  million 
gallons— the  cheapest  water  we  have  ever  found? 
If  you  turn  in  the  Sudbury  Hirer  water  today,  and 
use  it  till  the  completion  of  the  works,  the  interest 
on  the  two  million  dollars  for  damages  will  come 
to  $600,000,  or  three  times  what  Nonesuch  Pond 
will  cost.  I  believe  in  making  a  saving  where  we 
can.  The  cost  of  the  pond  will  be  much  less  than 
the '"stimates,  as  the  land  was  put  in  at  twice  its: 
value.  As  to  the  matter  of  damage,  referred  to  in 
the  minority  report,  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  it  would  amount  to  anything  worth 
naming.  There  may  be  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars, but  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  En- 
gineer that  it  woulel  be  a  very  small  affair. 
The  water  which  feeds  Mr.  Hunnewell's  pond 
runs  from  Pickerel,  Mud,  Jennings's,  and  Morse's 
pords,  and  as  I  understand  the  matter,  if  we  take 
the  water  of  Nonesuch  Pond  it  will  divert  only 
about  one-fifth  of  the  water  that  flows  into  Hun- 
newell's pond.  Therefore  there  can  be  no  claim 
for  damages  .there,  as  they  will   have    an   abun- 


dance of  water  for  any  ornamental  pond.  With 
this  reservoir  and  one  or  more  built  on  the  Mys- 
tic, which  may  be  done  at  a  moderate  cost,  we 
will  have  a  supply  that  will  carry  us  safely  over 
any  drought,  and  enable  the  city  to  take  its  own 
time  in  procuring  a  more  permanent  supply..  In 
this  way  we  will  get  a  return  which  will  prove  an 
equivalent  for  the  money  expended. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  think  it,  is  desirable  that 
we  should  get  legt-lative  authority  to  take  this 
pond,  for  it  is  not  eleai  to  my  mi  id  that  we  shall 
ever  get  the  Sudbury  or  the  Charles.  I  think  we 
shall  have  just  as  much  opposition  to  the  Charles 
River  scheme  as  we  have  had  to  the  Sudbury,  and 
if  there  is  anything  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake 
Cocliituate'tliatcan  be  developed,  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  it.  Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  applying 
to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  the  waters 
of  Nonesuch  Pond.  It  would  have  been  of  great 
value  to  us  this  year.  The  engineer  stated  that  it 
will  take  about  a  year  to  build  the  works,  and  if 
we  have  a  severe  drought  Nonesuch  Pond  will 
make  a  bridge  over  the  chasm.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  order  reported  by  tliema  jority  will  beauopted. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— I  have  iio  objections  to 
authority  being  obtained  from  the  Legislature, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman  speak  so 
disparagingly  of  the  prospect  of  obtaining  water. 
I  had  hoped  that  the  time,  labor  and  money  spent 
in  investigation  will  amount  to  something.  lam 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  minonty  report.  We 
visited  the  pom!,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Etely,  was  that  it  would 
not  be  a  good"  idea  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  en- 
tertain the  proposition  for  securing  a  permanent 
supply  from  those  ponds  1  hope  the  minority  re- 
port will  prevail.  I  think  it  is  well  written  and 
shows  good  sense. 

Mr.  Pease — 1  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as 
abandoning  the  Sudbury  scheme.  I  believe  now, 
as  I  always  have,  that  it  is  the  cheapest  and  best 
source,  and  if  my  vote  would  bring  it  here,  I 
would  give  that  vole  tonight.  That  is  my  honest 
conviction.  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as 
objecting  to  Sudbury  River;  I  am  heartily  in 
favor  of  it,  and  always  have  been. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Ftely.  As  I  understood  him,  if  Nonesuch 
Pond  had  been  in  readiness  last  year,  we 
shouldn't  have  had  to  use  the  pumps  today.  Anel 
we  could  have  an  additional  supply  of  water  from. 
Nonesuch  Pond,  such  as  will  be  required  in  an 
ordinary  drought.  So  far  as  the  cost  is  concern- 
ed, I  have  stated  before,  the  land  damages  we 
shall  have  to  pay  if  we  take  the  Sudbury  River, 
will  amount  to  not  far  from  :»2,000,000,  a'nd  if  we 
use  Nonesuch  Pond  while  we  are  building  the 
Sudbury  River  conduit,  it  will  save  nearly  five 
or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  interest  money — 
nearly  five  times  the  cost  of  obtaining  Nonesuch 
Pond. 

Mr.  Adams  of  Ward  14—  P.eing  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Committee,  and  favoring  this 
petition  for  Nonesuch  Pond,  I  wish  to  state  my 
position  now.  1  am  in  favor  of  taking  this  water, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  I  is,  if  we  do  not 
take  the  Sudbury  River.  But  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  wrong,  for  in  case  we  do  take 
Sudbury  River,  we  shall  not  need  any  part  of 
Nonesuch  Pond,  because  we  can  open  the  gates 
and  let  in  the  Sudbury  River  water  at  anytime. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary 
expense  to  spend  1  hat  .f20(l,(llil>,  provided  this  City 
Government  is  going  to  take  Sudbury  River.  The 
idea  of  the  committee  in  favoring  the  askirgof 
the  privilege  of  taking  this  pond  is  that  they  be- 
lieve it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  Boston  to  do  so, 
provided  we  do  not  take  the  Sudbury  River  water, 
and  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  0—1  object  to  sending  this 
petition  to  the  Legislature  for  a  reason  which  is 
somewhat  dill'eient  from  any  other  olfered.  I  can 
hardly  think  that  any  gentleman  believes  there 
will  not  verv  soon  be  a  decision  of  this  question 
of  permanent  water  supply.  The  citizens  would 
not  allow  this  to  be  an  open  question  very  long. 
Neither  would  the  citizens  be  satisfied  with  hav- 
ing a  temporary  supply  instead  of  a  permanent 
one.  My  objection  to  the  petition  is  that  we  will 
embarrass  our  action  before  the  Legislature  in 
supporting  the  petition  which  we  have  already 
authorized  the  Mayor  to  make  with  reference  tc 
the  Charles  River  scheme,  if  we  have  several 
other  schemes  for  faking  water.  That  was  the 
case  in  1872,  when  flic  City  Government  went  be- 
fore the  Legislature  asking  for  leave  to  take 
water  from  various  sources,  we  were  at  once  lim. 
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ited  to  two  sources:  the  Charles  and  Sudbury  riv- 
ers, and  flually  toe  Sudbury  was  decided  upon  be- 
cause we  could  not  ge+Jthe  Charles.  Now,  if  we  go 
to  the  Legislature  with  a  petition  for  Nonesuch 
Pond,  and  with  the  petition  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  absent'  [Mr. 
Dean]  to  take  water  from  the  Shawsheen  River. 
we  shall  meet  with  the  same  opposition  that  we 
did  in  1872.  The  reasons  I  gave  against  that  order 
are  why  I  object  to  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  this 
water.  "I  think  we  would  embarrass  our  action  in 
asking  for  Charles  River.  If  we  send  variout 
other  petition*  to  the  Legislature  we  shall  cer- 
tainly be  ruled  ouT.  iherefore,  it  is  our  dutv  not 
to  embarrass  the  city  by  sending  in  these  various 
petitions.  Furthermore,  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  as  presented  in  the  minority  report,  it 
seem*  to  me  that  we  should  not  pass  this  order. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  don't 
understand  the  matter.  This  order  was  out  in  to 
furnish  a  supplementary  supply  to  carry  us  over 
the  drought:  it  was  not  to  cut  off  the  Charles  or 
Sudburv  River,  but  merely  to  supply  the  conduit 
when  the  water  has  gone  down  as  it'  is  today.  It 
seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  this 
petition  and  that  for  Charles  River. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  would  like  to  a?i£  the 
gentleman  wliether  there  is  rot  a  proposition  be- 
fore the  Citv  Conner)  to  accept  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  as  a  free  gift,  and  will  that  not  do 
away  with  the  taking  of  the  water  from  this  pond '.' 

Mr.  Warren— I  don't  understand  tnat  this  has 
anything  to  do  with  tne  Su  Ibury  River.  It  is 
men  lv  an  additional  supply  for  a  specific  purpose. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  gentleman  says  ne  wants  to 
pa<>  this  order,  involving  an  expense  of  S200.000, 
when  the  poi.d  is  empty  at  the  pre  ent  time.  If 
I  do  not  misundci-taiid' the  facts  of  the  case,  the 
mill  owners,  through  Geneial  Butler,  have  offered 
to  the  city  of  Boston  an  ample  supply  of  water 
from  Sudbury  River;  or  am  I  mistaken"? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  wish  that  report  was 
tru s ,  but  from  information  that  came  to  me  last 
week,  I  learn  that  the  mill  owners  sav  Geneial 
Butler  had  no  authority  to  make  such  an  offer, 
and  they  absolutely  refuse  to  sign  the  document- 
When  the  document  was  taken  to  the  mill  owners 
they  positively  refused  to  sign  it,  and  said  "no." 

Mr.  Perkins— I  am  equally  pa'ned  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  '  on  A'ater  to  learn 
that  fact.  It  only  adds  an  additional  argument  in 
favor  of  discarding  all  these  schemes  and  enter- 
ing upon  the  work  as  men  understanding  the  situ- 
ation and  having  the  pluck  to  grapple  with  it. 

Mr.  West  of  "\\  aid  16—1  ani  much  of  the  opi  ion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  amo  g  many 
complications  we  may  get  that  which  we  don't 
want.  In  regard  to  this  particular  scheme,  it  is 
estimated  that  it  will  take  three  or  four  years  be- 
fore we  can  get  the  water.  As  I  have  remarked 
once  or  twice,  I  have  no  faith  in  any  temporizing 
schemes,  for  the  simple  reason  that"  \hen  you  get 
where  you  can  use  them  you  are  just  about  where 
you  first  -  tarted,  and  your  mone  v  is  gone.  I  am  of 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  that 
this  City  Council  will  not  find  anv  better  plan  than 
to  take  Sudbury  River.  Nevertheless,  I  am  not  so 
committed  to  that  scheme  as  to  accept  none  other. 
If  the  Legislature  wiP  give  us  authority  to  take 
the  Charles.  I  am  willing  to  look  into  it.  The  ad- 
vocates of  Suubury  River  haze  been  said  to  bj 
committed  to  it;  but  I  am  not;  though  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Temporizing 
wont  do.  You  will  only  waste  money;  it  will  mih 
do  when  it  can  be  done  quickly. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  we 
could  not  adopt  a  more  dangerous  policy  than  to 
waste  our  forces  at  the  present  time  on  small 
scheme*.  Nothing  can  be  clearer,  as  we  look 
toward  the  future,  than  that  Boston  must  require 
a  very  large  supply  of  water;  ami  one  of  my  prin 
cipal  objections  to  the  Sudburv  scheme  is  that  I 
believe  that  supply  will  be  entirely  insufficient  tor 
•our   wants,   and   I    fear   that   by  that  time   the 


urging  that  the  Charles  be  applied  for  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  :f  we  go  to  the  Legislature  this 
winter  with  petitions  for  other  supplies  than  the 
Charles,  they  will  help  to  kill  each  other. 
I  fear  that  the  introduction  of  these  petitions  into 
the  Legi-lature,  even  if  we  withdraw  them  after- 
ward, will  hurt  our  chances  of  getting  any  legis- 
lation at  all,  and  in  that  case  the  Sudburv  will 
come  back  to  the  Council  next  summer  without 
any  competitor,  and  the  Council  will  have  to 
choose  between  the  Sudbury  and  nothing.    I  feel 


sure  that  those  of  the  Council  who  believe  as  I 
do,  that  the  Sudbury  supply  is  likely  to  prove  in- 
sufficient in  quantify  and  dangerously  expensive, 
will  desire  to  avoid  having  the  scheme  come  back 
to  the  Council  next  summer  witn  such  advan- 
tages. It  will  so  come  back,  unless  we  can  get 
legislation  thi:,  winter  for  a  better  scheme. 
Every  application  to  the  Legislature  will  be  oppos- 
ed by  many  selfish  interests,  and  must  be  put 
through  by  hard  work.  If  we  wish  our  petition 
for  the  Charles  to  succeed,  the  work  for  it  ought 
to  be  actively  going  on  now.  The  proofs  should 
be  laid  before  the  influential  men  in  the  adjoining 
towns  that  the  interest  of  those  towns  is' identi 
cal  with  that  of  Boston.  A  bill  should  be  in  course 
of  preparation  calculated  to  enlist  the  cooperation 
of  the  mill  owners  and  towns  on  the  river,  by  a 
just  and  liberal  policy  to  alL 

A  rough  plan  of  engineering  works  should  be 
sketched  out,  calculated  to  make  the  water  of  the 
river  of  the  greatest  possible  use  to  the  commu- 
nity. And  to  do  all  this  we  have  only  a  month  now, 
before  the  Legislature  meets  Now,  those  gentle- 
men whose  official  duty  it  is  to  push  this  matter 
approach  the  subject  with  a  certain  discourage- 
meot,  because  a  somewhat  similar  application 
made  two  years  ago  met  with  much  opposition. 
If  they  can  be  convinced  that  by  pushing  this 
matter  successfully  they  will  break  up  the  dead- 
lock that  now  exists  on  the  water  question,  per- 
haps they  will  go  at  the  matter  in  earnest,  and  by 
presenting  the  matter  in  such  a  way  as 
to  secure  cooperation  where  last  time 
there  was  resistance,  they  may  be  successful. 
But  how  can  we  expect  them  to  work  with  any 
energy  if  they  are  liable  to  be  told  afterward  that 
this  (oui.cii  does  net  want  Charles  River  at  all? 

fiow  can  we  expect  any  work  or  success  in  any 
plan  for  this  winter  unless  we  choose  the  plan 
now,  and  begin  the  work  ? 

Hitherto  the  attitude  of  this  Council  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  ve-ry  wise  and  prudent.  We  have 
insisted  on  careful  investigation,  and  as  it  seems 
to  me  with  useful  results.  These  investigations 
have  satisfied  oie  that  a  suppiy  of  water  larger 
than  the  Sudbury  suoplv,  and  of  better  quality, 
runs  to  waste  every  winter  in  the  Charles. 
If  we  can  get  the  legislative  permisision  to  use 
this  water,  it  ought  to  save  us  millions  of  dollars 
over  the  Sudbury.  After  we  get  that  permission 
we  need  not  launch  out  at  once  in  any  works  of 
en  irmous  cost.  We  can  act  cautiously  and  pru- 
dently, inclining  expense  as  we  need  water.  For 
these  reasons  I  hope  the  Council  is  ready  to  make 
its  choice  now,  and  that  all  these  smaller  schemes 
will  be  rejected,  as  their  only  effect  will  be  to  kill 
the  Charles  and  make  room  for  the  Sudbury.  I 
hope  to  see  this  order  defeated. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council  will 
make  a  choice,  too.  but  if  we  can  make  a  reservoir 
covering  408  square  acres  for  S210,000  I  think  we 
can  make  a  great  saving  over  every  other  scheme, 
while  we  are  deviating  and  setrling  the  matter  of 
what  river  we  shall  take.  I  don't  think  we  should 
wait  till  then,  when  we  can  take  water  right  be- 
side our  conduit  and  turn  it  into  the  reservoir. 
and  save  the  expense  of  pumping. 

The  order  was  denied  a  second  reading,  on  a 
lising  vote— 20  for,  21  against, 

MB.  SHAW'S  COMMUinCATIOX. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following-: 

ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Committees  of 
the  City  Council  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
send  to  the  Common  Council  the  communication 
received  by  him  from  George  A.  Shaw,  a  member 
of  this  Council,  in  reply  to  one  from  him  of  same 
date,  requesting  said  "Shaw  to  be  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  joint  special  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  in  relation  to  the  project  of  pro- 
cuting  a  supply  of  water  from  the  Sudburv  River, 
which  communication  was  received  by  said  com- 
mittee and  read  to  them  by  its  clerk, 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  iw  desire  to  prolong  this  mat- 
ter, but  I  only  ash  in  common  justice  that  the 
paper,  which  was  not  received  at  the  proper  time, 
be  sent  to  the  Common  Council.  I  only  ask  it  m 
common  fairness.  Upon  the  question  f  desire  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  think  that  com- 
mon courtesy  calls  upon  us  to  askf 
I  am  sure  I  don't  want  to  see  anyth 
and  I  am  sure  the  Council  does  not  v 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered— 8  for.  38 
against— one-fifth  not  having  voted  therefor. 

The  order  was  then  refused  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Davis  of  Ward  14  the  Council 
adjourned. 


that  paper, 
g  more  of  it. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    7,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding'. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  police  officer— Barney  Doouan,  for  Bus- 
ey  Institute  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Edward  M.  Skin- 
ner et  al.,  for  additional  lamps  on  portions  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Nash,  Spanning  \-  Co.,  W.  H.  Kinsman  ii  Co., 
William  Claflin  &  Co.,  J.  IS.  Brigham  &  Co.,  Dan- 
forth,  Scndder  &  Co.,  Dexter  &   Co.,  Hubbard  i 

Blake,  and  o\  er  It their,  representing  that  they 

fully  believe  in  the  views  as  set  forth  by  ex-Alder- 
man N.  C.  Nash,  iiiremon.stiance  agiinst  granting 
the  petition  of  the  Citizen.-'  (iaslight Company  for 
authority  to  build  gasworks,  gasometers  and  to 
sink  gas'mains  and  pipes  throughout  the  city,  the 
benefit  of  which  would  inure  to  the  company  at 
the  expense  of  the  consumers,  besides  being  haz- 
ardous to  the  purity  of  our  water  .-upply  in  conse- 
quence of  the  contiguity  of  the  gas  mains  to  the 
water  mains,  of  great  damage  to  our  streets,  and 
of  great  inconvenience  to  travel;  and  believing 
that  a  supply  of  the  best  and  purest  quality  of 
illuminating  gas  for  domestic  use  at  minimum 
cost,  is  as  essential  to  the  comfort,  well-being  and 
prosperity  of  our  citizens  as  a  copious  supply  of 
pure  water,  respectfully  petition  the  Board  to 
adopt  early  measures  for  obtaining  from  the  next 
State  Legislature  authority  for  tile  city  to  build  or 
purchase"  gasworks  distant  from   the  city  proper, 


Lewis  and  L.  Foster  Morse, for  compensation  for 
the  duties  pei  formed  as  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Annexation.  The  petitioners  say  that 
though  the  order  for  the  commission  "contem- 
plated no  compensation  for  the  services  of  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  thereunder,  yet 
the  magnitude  and  diversity  of  the  interests  in- 
volved, the  extent  of  area,  large  populations  and 
number  of  towns  and  municipalities  embraced, 
necessitated  the  application  of  much  more  time, 
care  and  labor  to  the  performance  of  their  duties 
than  were  thought  to  be  requisite  when  saia  order 
was  passed  and  the  positions  of  your  petitioners 
accepted." 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Bonril.  S.  Klous  et  al.,  for  removal  of  three 
willow  trees  from  Centre  street  near  Wyinan 
street. 

To  the  Committer  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Gilmari  &  Cheney,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  four  additional  horses  on  Med- 
ford  street,  No.  47  to  61. 

Michael  Lagan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  four  additional  horses  on  North  Beacon 
street,  Ward  19. 

Nelson  Downing,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  two  additional  lioir.es  on  Fruit  street, 
Ward  3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Borland,  for 
compensation  for  grade  damages  at  19  Kilby 
street. 

P.  B.  Murphy,  et  »/.,that  Walden  place  be  paved 
and  put  in  order. 

To  the  Committer  on  Sewers.  Franklin  Curtis, 
for  extension  of  Perrin-street  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  Maria  Davis,  Charles  Davis, 
Susan  Johnson,  for  apportionment  of  the  expense 
of  filling  lands  in  Northampton-street  district  as- 
sessed upon  their  estates. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  petition  of 
Samuel  N.  Weston,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  engine  of  four-horse  power  on  the 
south  side  of  Boston  street,  was  considered,  and 
no  objections  being  offered,  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  collection  of  edgestone  assess- 
ments on  Park  street,  Ward  16. 

Orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ments on  Vinton  street,  Dorchester  avenue  and 


Boston  street,  Lustis  street,  Fifth  street  and 
Woodward  street. 

Order  to  set  edgestone  on  easterly  corner  of  M 
and  Eighth  streets. 

Order  for  an  agreement  with  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  trustees  for  the  widening  of  Cottage- 
street  Bridge  in  Ward  16. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett  §1609.50, 
for  land  taken  on  Hunneman  street. 

Order  to  pay  Elizabeth  L.  Francis  $10,586.97,  for 
land  taken  to  extend  Columbus  avenue. 

Order  to  pay  William  Dehon,  trustee,  820,000,  for 
land  taken  on  Congress  street. 

Order  to  allow1  the  Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Com- 
pony  to  construct  an  elevated  platform  over  First 
street  in  connection  with  their  works. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  to  amend  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  street  railways,  so  as  to  allow 
street  ears  to  approach  within  twenty  feet  of  each 
other  while  in  transit. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
space  of  twenty  feet  is  hardly  enough  to  allow 
between  cars  to  insure  safety  to  the  "public  and 
allow  carriages  to  pass  between  the  cars,  espe- 
cially when  the  latter  are  in  motion.  I,  therefore, 
move, to  amend  by  making  the  distance  thirty  feet 
instead  of  twenty.  The  present  rule  is  one  hundred 
feet,  which  cannot  be  enforced  because  it  is  not 
practicable. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  to  be  best  to 
keep  the  rule  at  something  which  will  give  a 
chance  to  enforce  it.  Sometimes  a  car  is  not 
more  than  six  inches  ahead  of  the  end  of  the  pole 
of  the  car  behind,  and  in  some  streets  the  proba- 
bility is  they  will  rcmari  so.  To  make  it  twenty 
feet  and  try  to  enforce  that  rule,  would,  I  think,  be 
better.  The  wider  the  distance  is  made  the  less 
chanei.'  there  is  of  enforcing  the  rule. 

Alderman  Stebbins-  The  trouble  now  is,  the  law 
cannot  be  enforced.  The  distance  is  one  hundred 
feet, and  the  police  report  that  it.  is  impracticable. 
Twenty  feet,  in  my  opinion,  is  hardly  enough  to 
allow  pedestrians,  especially  ladies,  crossing  the 
streets,  and  carriages  to  go  between  the  ears  with 
safety.   Thirty  feet,  1  think,  is  better  than  twenty. 

Alderman  Hall— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
8  think  thai  the  thirty-feel  rule  can  be  enforced 
between  Boyls'.on  a  id  School  streets? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hardly  think  it  could, 
today;  but  I  am  in  hopes  that  there  will  be  an  im- 
provement in  Tremont  street,  between  Boylston 
and  School  streets,  and  when  that  takes  place  I 
think  the  thirty-feet  rule  can  be  enforced. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Wash- 
ing street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street;  also 
a  track  in  Milk  and  llawley  streets  on  certain  con- 
ditions. Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  wdio  said  he  would  call  it  up  later 
in  the  session,  after  the  Committee  on  Paving  had 
reported  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  abutters  on 
Washington  street  betweet  Temple  place  and 
Milk  street. 


Resolve  and  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 

to  extend  Fast  Lenox  street  to  Fellowes  street,  at 
a  cost  of  $9000. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  proper  to  state  that 
this  award  of  $9000  is  not  entirely  for  the  land 
taken.  There  was  upon  the  land  a  large  wooden 
building  which  Mr.  Woodward  was  required  to 
remove  to  another  location.  lie  was  also  requited 
to  cut  off  the  end  of  another  large  wooden  build- 
ing which  is  over  the  line  of  extension,  and  to  re- 
lease the  city  from  any  claim  for  grade  damages 
by  reason  of  this  extension.  The  price  of  the  land 
is' but  $1.50  per  foot  which  is  the  same  at  which 
tie  assessors  placed  it.  The  moving  and  cutting 
off  of  those  buildings  make  the  total  of  $9000, 
Parties  in  the  immediate  vicinity  released  all 
their  land  taken  and  gave  it  to  the  city,  but  their 
land  was  not  so  much  damaged  as  Mr.  Wood- 
ward's was. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
nctitions  of  Michael  Shecdy  and  Henry  Fallon,  to 
Vie  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in 
highways.     Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  .authorize  the  Mystic  Board 
to  charge  the  same  rates  next  year  for  Mystic 
water  as  are  fixed  for  the  delivery  of  Cocliituate 
water.    Passed. 

Report   and    ordinance   to  amend  ordinance  ;u 
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relation  to  printing',  ,-o  as  to  allow  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain city  publications.     Passed. 

Order  to  provide  means  for  payment  of  taxes  on 
Lowell  Schoolhouse   site  for  1s74— sqs.yij.    Passed. 

The  order  for  the  expenditure  of  §5000  by  the 
Committee  on  Police  in  providing  soup  for  the 
poor  came  down  with  the  adherence  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  their  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  a 
joint  special  committee. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  reference— 3 
for.  7  against. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  light 
for  the  Common  Council  to  have  some  voice  in  the 
matter  of  spending  money  for  this  purpose,  and  I 
was  in  hopes  the  Board  would  recede  from  its  for- 
mer action.  I  feel  certain,  from  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Council,  that  they  will  either 
conform  to  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in 
former  years  in  this  matter  or  that  they  will  sug- 
gest some  better  plan.  I  think  there  is'  no  danger 
that  any  of  this  money  will  be  spent  in  the  way 
the  gentleman  opposite  [Alderman  Cutter]  feared'. 
In  his  remarks  he  thought  a  large  amount  of  this 
sum  might  be  spent  in  experiment  as'to  the  best 
method  of  dealing  out  this  soup.  I  have  been 
assured  that  none  of  this  money  will  be 
spent  in  that  way.  The  members  of  the 
Council  have  something  to  propose  to  a  committee 
of  members  of  this  Board  if  we  concur  with  them. 
I  hoped  that  the  Committee  on  Police  would  have 
formed  the  committee  from  this  branch.  They 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  course  formerly  pursued, 
and  if  the  members  of  the  council  have  nothing- 
better  to  propose,  the  committee  of  this  Board 
would  know  it  and  report  back.  They  have  some 
things  to  propose  which  they  think  will  accom- 
plish this  matter  more  thoroughly,  efficiently  and 
judiciously  than  has  been  done.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  in  former  years  the  indiscriminate 
distribution  of  this  soup  lias  led  to  some  abuses, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  this  joint  committee  might 
improve  matters  somewhat.  I  hope  the  vote  will 
be  reconsidered  and  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  concurred  in.  If  the  members  from 
this  Board  do  not  see  any  improvement  in  what 
the  members  of  the  Council  have  to  recommend, 
they  can,  of  course,  stop  all  action  and  come  back 
here  with  a  report,  and  if  that  report  is  in  favor 
of  the  course  pursued  in  former  years,  it  will,  of 
Course,  be  accepted.  I  hope  the  members  of  the 
eouncil  will  have  a  voice  in  prescribing  the  mode 
by  which  this  charity  is  to  be  dispensed. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  learn  wisdom  from  ex- 
perience. \Ve  have  had  experience  in  distribut- 
ing this  soup,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  can  be  done 
most  economically  by  the  police.  The  gentleman 
thicks  that  out  of  courtesy  for  the  members  of 
the  Council,  we  should  concur  in  this  reference. 
I  disagree  with  him.  I  think  the  vote  in  the  other 
branch  referring  the  order  to  a  joint  committee 
was  nearly  a  tie.  From'  the  experience  I  have 
had,  a  joint  committee  is  not  so  economical  as  one 
of  small  numbers,  and  if  this  is  referred  to  a  joint 
committee  they  will  do  what  they  have  proposed 
— employ  a  lady  to  distribute  tins  soup,  hire  places 
-and  pay 'rents,  etc.  I  thinkit  will  not  be  judicious 
for  this  Board  to  indorse  any  such  method.    Such 


of  a  lady  there  to  be  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  who  did  not 
receive  a  single  vote  in  this  Board.  Now,  sir,  if 
your  object  is  to  have  the  money  spent  for  the 
poor,  I  think  this  Board  should  not  hesitate  to  ad- 
here to  its  former  action. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  know  what  the  ob- 
ject of  that  one  member  of  the  Common  Council 
may  he,  but  the  committee  will  consist  of  live 
members,  and  of  course  it  cannot  be  governed  by 
one.  If  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
have  not  something  better  to  propose,  why,  of 
course,  the  old-method  can  he  adopted.  I  do  not 
think  a  majority  of  the  committee  will  decide 
otherwise,  unless  something  better  is  proposed. 
There  can  be  no  harm  in  concurring  in  this  refer- 
ence.   One  man  cannot  run  the  whole  committee. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  wish  to  say  further,  that  I 
do  not  think  it  is  judicious  to  delay  this  matter, 
and  this  reference  means  delay.  Seven  days  of 
winter  have  passed  now,  and  we  have  not  distrib- 
uted any  soup.  It  will  be  better  for  all  concerned 
to  adhere  to  our  former  action. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  and  the  or- 
der was  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  election  of  L.  Miles  Standish  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  place 


of  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  elected  by  this  Board, 
who  declines  service. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  'Worthington,  the 
Board  proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Aldermen  Wor- 
thington and  Peters  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

L.  Miles  Standish  had 6 

J.  Pay  son  Bradlee 6 

And  there  was  no  choice.  The  Chairman  read  the 
letter  presented  to  the  Common  Council  on 
Thursday  evening  last  fiom  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee, 
declining  to  be  a  candidate.  The  second  oallot  re- 
sulted as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

L.  Miles  Standish 7 

J.  Payson  Bradlee 5 

And  Mr.  Standish  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  John  T.  Gardner,  Harbor  Master, 
and  William  G-.  Tyler,  constable,  beiugjpresented 
duly  certified,  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

NOTICE  OF  CLAIM  TO  LAND. 

Notice  was  received  from  A.  A.  Burrage,  one  of 
the  executors  of  the  will  of  William  Burrage,  J. 
M.  Jones,  Frederick  Jones  and  Alexander  Strong, 
that  they  fence  out  that  portion  of  the  side- 
walk on  Pearl  street,  the  fee  of  which  belongs  to 
them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  acquisition  of  any 
easements  over  the  same.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting for  concurrence  by  the  City  Council  of  a 
resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of  Pleasant 
street,  from  Main  to  Warren  street,  in  Charles- 
town,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  S15. 552.50.  the 
damages  to  the  estates  being  given  in  the  sched- 
ule annexed— 

Total  dam- 
Owner.  Square  feet    Price  per    agi-stueach 
land  taken.       foot.  estate. 

Francis  B.    Austin 1,520  $5.00  slii.liiu.uii 

Francis  B.  Austin 1,377  2.50  5,442.50 

2,897  ....  si.",''!--'. 5U 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  resolve 
and  order  take  their  second  leading. 

Alderman  Prescott— Has  this  matter  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Streets? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Committee  on 
Streets  considered  that  matter  today,  and  hoth 
they  and  the  Street  Commissioners  passed  it 
unanimously.  It  is  a  short  street  connecting  two 
very  short  streets  in  Charlestown,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  to  have  the  widening  done  this  fall.  It 
can  be  done  very  cheap  at  the  present  price  of 
labor.  The  improvement  to  property  will  be  very 
large  in  that  vicinity. 

The  second  reading  was  ordered  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  the  passage  of  the  tesolve  and  order. 

Alderman  Peters— I  object  to  the  passage  of 
this  order  today,  because  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  it  should  not  lie  over.  I  never  knew  anything 
about  it;  I  do  not  know  where  the  street  is.  I 
think  it  is  well  enough  to  place  a  great  deal  of 
confidence  in  the  committee,  but  I  want  to  know 
about  it  myself.  If  it  can  lie  over  for  a  week,  I 
think  every  man  can  vote  understandingly. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  no  objecticnto 
the  order  lying  over  if  the  Alderman  will  go  over 
there  and  look  at  the  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  four  P.  M.,  next 
Monday. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  De- 
cember 3.  Following  is  the  state  of  the  appropri- 
ations : 

Appropriations, 

revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General  ....sl:j,!»8  7II4.5S  $8,214,940.45  S5,723.;oi.i:! 
Special 4,532,330  54  1,561,487.05  2,!l70,s42.59 

818,471,035.12         89,770,428.40         Ss  i;h4,wi  1.72 

Sent  down. 

Communication  representing  that  an  execution 
has  been  issued  against  the  city  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  foi  the  amount  recovered  in  said 
court  by  Edwin  M.  Montague,  for  damages  to 
leasehold  estates  in  Church-street  District,  and 
costs,  amounting  to  S2010.43,  and  that  there  is  no 
appropriation  which  he  is  authorized  to  charge 
the  same  to,  and  asking  for  action  thereon.    Re- 
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ferred  to  Joint  Committee  on    Finance   and  sent 
down. 

Cochitaate  tVatef  Board.  Communication  as 
follows : 

To  the  City  Council— Your  order  dated  Nov.  23, 
1874,  authoiizing  the  Water  Board  to  obtain  the 
assent  in  writing  of  all  the  parties  owning  rights 
or  privileges  in  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  for 
the  use  of  the  city  of  Boston,  was  brought  be- 
fore the  board,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  board  I  was 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  City  Solicitor.  Act- 
ing under  his  advice,  an  agent  was  sent  to  each 
of  the  parties  interested.  With  one  exception, 
(Mr.  Fay,  treasurer  of  the  Middlesex  Mills,  who 
has  not  been  seen.)  they  all  decline  at  present  to 
ratify  and  confirm  tl coffer  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 
Butler.  Letters  have  been  received  from  the 
Essex  Company  of  Lawrence  and  the  Chase  Mills 
of  Lowell,  giving  their  assent  to  the  proposition. 
Thomas  <;<m;i>-,  President  pro  tern., 
Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Sent  down. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT    COMPANY. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
five  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  continuation  of  the  hear- 
ing on  petition  of  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  for 
leave  to  open  the  streets  and  lay  pipes  therein 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  citizens  with 
gas. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Field,  counsel  for  the  Roxbury  Gas 
Company,  presented  the  facts  peculiar  to  the  cor- 
poration he  represented,  which  had  from  forty- 
eight  to  fifty  iniles  of  street  mains;  the  average 
price  it  received  last  year  w;i«  $2.85  per  thousand, 
and  about  half  the  length  or  streets  in  the 
territory,  and  supplies  about  one-third  of  the 
street  lamps,  supplied  by  the  Boston  Gas- 
light Company,  and  on  a  capital  of  a  quarter, 
has  about  half  the  length  of  street  mains  as  that 
company.  They  have  a  small  nucleus  of  a  city 
thickly 'populated,  which  renders  it  possible  to 
supply  gas  at  present  prices  to  the  thinly-populat- 
ed districts.  The  company  had  taken  tlie  burdens 
on  its  district  as  well  as  the  benefits,  which  he 
thought  was  right.  There  are  three  general  ques- 
tions involved— 1st,  are  the  citizens  and  the  city 
supplied  with  gas  at.  reasonable  rates  and  are  they 


not  well  treated,  whether  a  competing  company 
is  the  proper  remedy?  3d,  if  that  be  a  proper 
remedy,  have  the  petitioners  showed  that  they  are 
competent  to  perform  the  functions  they  wish  to 
assume';'  The  first  question  he  would  leave  to  be 
discussed  by  his  associates,  and  would  discuss 
the  last  two.  In  considering  the  petition 
he  would  not  discuss  the  paper  privately  handed 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board.  The  onlv  proposi- 
tion made  was  for  works  to  cost  ,$2,000,000,  which 
the  petitioners  cannot  do,  as  the  present  corpora- 
tion is  not  large  enough ;  they  say  if  they  can  get 
this  permission  they  can  get  leave  to' increase 
theii  capital ;  th  y  want  to  get  something  to  affect 
future  legislation  to  enable  somebody  else  to 
open  the  streets  of  Boston.  Their  promises 
not  to  sell  out  were  not  binding  in  law; 
their  organization  is  not  the  one  that  will  do 
anything,  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
consider  whether  their  petition  ought  to 
be  granted  when  they  come  and  show  their 
ability  to  do  what  is  proposed.  This  company  pro- 
fesses to  want  only  what  will  pay  best,  the  cream 
of  the  business,  and  want  the  really  burdensome 
part  of  the  business  to  rest  on  the  old  companies. 
He  felt  certain  the  remedy  proposed  was  not  the 
one  the  Board  would  adopt  if  u  ny  remedy  is  need- 
ed. Mr.  Field  then  discussed  the  business  neces- 
sary to  be  done  to  earn  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  stock,  which  he  illustrated  in  the  case  of 
the  Mutual  Company  of  New  York;  to  make  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  they  must  add  .f  1  to  the 
cost  of  each  thousand  feet  of  gas.  Two  or  three 
works  in  the  same  district  give  twice  the  money 
expended  to  do  the  same  business,  with 
the  extra  running  expenses.  The  different 
companies  must  live,  for  the  larger  share 
of  the  property  is  comparatively  worthless 
for  any  other  business,  and  the  price  of  ga1? 
will  be  increased  on  the  additional  companies. 
There  is  no  objection  to  any  private  citizen  or 
firm  making  their  own  gas,  but,  the  petitioners  de- 
sire to  dig  up  the  public  streets.  Mr.  Field  then 
alluded  to  the  difficulties  attending  the  having  of 
so  many  different  pipes  in  the  street;  the  aban- 
donment of  competition  in  Europe  and  the  largest 
cities  of  this  country,  arguing  that  the  experi- 
ments in  New  York  and  Detroit  were  too  recent  to 


base  action  upon ;  the  question  whether  a 
city  should  furnish  gas  to  citizens  was 
discussed  negatively,  he  arguing  that  a 
government  which  changes  every  year  is  not 
adapted  to  conducting  extended  manufacturing 
operations  economically.  The  argument  that  the 
system  of  supplying  '  gas  is  a  monopoly  was 
answered  by  the  claim  that  no  body  having  pub- 
lic duties  or  municipal  functions  committed  to  it, 
whether  it  be  a  gas  company,  water  board  or  pav- 
ing department,  is  a  monopoly  ;  if  the  persons  or 
corporations  do  not  perform  them  right  some  one 
else  should  lie  put  in  their  place.  If  a  remedy  is 
to  be  adopted  it  will  not  lie  in  having  two,  three 
or  four  companies,  and  digging  up  the  streets  and 
laying  the  pipes  therein. 

Mr.  George  Putnam.  Jr.,  counsel  for  the  South 
Boston  Gaslight  Company,  presented  some  rea- 
sons why  his  clients  should  not  be  submitted 
to  the  competition  of  this  new  company.  Their 
number  of  consumers,  2000  in  a  population  of 
50,000;  miles  of  mams,  21  ;  they  sell  50,000,000  feet 
of  gas  a  year,  the  city  taking  one-fifth  for  street 
lamps;  capital  stock  is  $440,000,  with  no  extra 
stock  or  cash  dividend.  They  sell  per  dollar  of 
capital  stock  115  feet  of  gas'  per  year;  for  every 
head  of  population,  Kioo.  The  Boston  company 
sell 4000  ner  year  for  each  inhabitant;  the  average 
dividends  have  been  seven  and  three-te  iths  per 
cent.,  and  at  present  ten  per  cent.,  which  is 
not  too  much  pay  for  the  investment  of  the 
capital.  All  the  surplus,  if  there  is  any,  is 
invested  in  the  works,  and  the  consumers'  get 
the  benefit  of  it  without  paying  anything  for  it. 
The  business  is  not  so  profitable  in  South  Boston 
as  in  the  city  proper,  for  there  are  no  theatres, 
hotels  and  dwellings  of  the  very  rich,  but  a  wise 
and  economical  population,  getting  along  with  as 
little  gas  as  possible.  Within  four  or  five  years 
they  had  reduced  the  price  from  $4.25  a  year  to 
$3.  He  was  not  surprised  to  see  the  large  num- 
ber of  petitioners.  This  morning  he  met  a  gentle- 
man whose  name  was  at  the  head  of  one  petition, 
who  said  he  had  been  told  he  could  get  his  gas  for 
$1.25  a  thousand.  Mr.  Putnam  did  not  believe  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  told  him  so,  but 
thought  they  had  some  agents  out  who  did.  Mr. 
Putnam  cited  the  cases  of  competing  railroads  in 
this  vicinity  which  have  stopped  a  cut-throat  busi- 
ness and  combined  upon  a  tariff  at  which  they  can 
live.  If  railroad  corporations  lose  money  on  com- 
peting business  they  make  it  up  on  places  not  in 
competition.  Competition  is  less  objectionable 
in  the  case  of  railroads  for  they  can  reduce 
their  stock  and  put  away  their  cars  until 
they  are  needed;  while  a  gas  company  cannot 
do  this;  their  pipes  are  laid  and  their  works 
established.  In  Detroit  both  companies  have 
reduced  the  price  within  the  competing  lim- 
its, while  beyond  them  the  old  company  has  put 
the  price  up  to  the  old  rate  of  $3  per  thousand. 
Other  checks  upon  excessive  charges  exist  now, 
and  can  be  obtained  by  legislation.  One  check  is 
the  competition  of  the  oils,  which  many  people  use 
to  diminish  the  expense  cf  light ;  tl'ien  there  is 
the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  which  is  very 
strong,  as  has-been  instanced  in  the  case  of  all  the 
suburban  companies  reducing  the  price  from  $4  or 
$4.25,  to  $3.  He  thought,  the  gas  companies-  had 
shown  a  disposition  to  deal  fairly  with  the  citizens 
and  the  city,  and  charge  only  fair  prices,  with 
which  public,  opinion  has  a  great,  deal  to  do.  Such 
excitements  as  the  present  cause  a  constant,  ap- 
prehension, undoubtedly  tends  to  produce  in  the 
minds  of  managers  of  gas  companies  a  determina- 
tion to  guard  against  unjust  and  injudicious  action 
by  the  people.  Aside  from  public  opinion  is  the  di- 
rect power  of  the  City  Government,  acting  in  the 
interests  of  the  citizens.  The  effect,  of  it  is  that  in 
his  district  the  city  gets  gas  for  fifty  cents  less  than 
private  consumers.  Another  method  of  meeting 
the  supposed  evil  is  Mr.  Nash's  plan  of  buying 
the  works,  and  still  another,  now  in  use  in  Eng- 
land, is  a  board  to  investigate  the  accounts  of 
gas  companies  and  to  decide  what  price  shall  be 
charged,  which  system  could  he  introduced  here. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Morse,  Jr.,  counsel  for  the  Boston 
Gaslight  Company,  said  the  claim  of  the  petition- 
ers is  that  the  policy  of  Boston  should  be  reversed 


3pect  to  the  manufacture   and  distribution  of 
The  necessity  for  such   a.  change  is  almost 
always  taken  for  granted.     The  Board  has  nothing 


to  do  with  the  individuals  on  each  side.  The  gas 
consumer  is  not  represented  here.  The  fact  is, 
that,  out  of  all  the  citizens  who  signed  the  peti- 
tion, not  one  has  come  up  to  advocate  it.  It  is 
conceded  that  the  Boston  company  has  been  eon- 
ducted  without  complaint,  except  in  regard  to  the 
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price;  its  affairs  have  been  well  managed;  it 
never  hart  a  controversy  with  the  city;  it  has 
always  gone  into  unsettled  streets,  and  trusted 
to  the  future  for-  a  return  for  its  outlay;  it 
does  more  tor  consumers  than  any  other  company 
in  the  world,  by  making  repairs ;  no  complaint 
has  ever  been  made  of  the  quality  of  the  gas.  The 
entire  burden  of  the  charge  is  that  the  gas  costs 
more  than  it  should.  This  is  the  main  point  to  the 
consumer,  of  course  ;  but  the  Board  will  look  into 
what  evidence  has  been  produced  here,  and  if  the 
petitioners  have  utterly  failed  to  prove  their  main 
proposition  they  have  failed  to  prove  their  case. 
Mr.  Morse  then  compared  the  rates  charged  for 
gas  in  Boston  with  other  cities,  noticing  that 
while  the  price  of  coal  is  very  much  higher  here 
than  in  most  cities,  to  which  must  be  added  the 
freight,  the  price  of  gas  is  less  than  in  most  other 
cities.  Three  New  York  companies,  as 
shown  by  Mr.  Greenough,  have  better  advan 
tages  for  distributing  gas  than  the  Boston 
company  has,  and  yet  the  price  is  higher. 
In  Philadelphia,  where  the  city  makes  the 
gas,  the  rate  is  more  than  in  Boston.  In  Detroit 
some  arrangement  must  he  made  between  the  two 
competing  companies,  for  the  price  charged  is  not 
claimed  to  be  a  lair  one.  In  all  the  investigations 
which  have  taken  place  Boston  is  spoken  of  as 
the  place  where  gas  is  furnished  cheaper  than 
elsewhere.  In  regard  to  the  actual  cost  of  gas 
Mr.  Morse  compared  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Greenough,  showing  that  the  profits  on  the 
quantity  made  were  very  small.  The  sugges- 
tion will  be  made  that  a  surplus  has  been 
laid  up,  but  that  does  not  affect  the  "point 
as  to  the  policy  of  the  cky,  or  the  question  wheth- 
er the  present  price  is  a  fair  one.  He  then  com- 
pared the  statements  of  witnesses  as  to  the  cost  of 
making  gas  in  Charlestown  and  Jamaica  Plain, 
all  given  by  men  of  standing,  and  all  showing  that 
tbe  price  justified  a  fair  return  for  the  money  in- 
vested. Mr.  Morse  then  referred  to  the  statements 
in  regard  to  the  cost  of  malting  gas  of  petroleum 
by  Mr.  Nash  and  Mr.  Neal.  which  system  had  not 
been  adopted  for  supplying  great  cities,  and  the 
cost  was  not  to  be  considered ;  he  then  alluded 
to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Baldwin  in  regard 
to  the  cost  of  making  gas  at  Deer  Island, 
which  represented  merely  the  price  of  coal, 
and  he  contended  that  that  was  not 
a  fair  comparison  with  the  price  charged  for  sup- 
plying large  cities.  The  petitioners  should  have 
produced  a  man  who  would  testify  to  what  the 
actual  cost  of  making  gas  out  of  coal  may  be,  as 
they  stated  §1.50;  but  they  rest  their  case  entirely 
on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  whose  evidence, 
Mr.  Morse  said,  was  all  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rely.  The  peculiar  position  in  which  Mr.  Kennedy 
stands  must  be  considered ;  he  has  a  very  large 
pecuniary  interest  in  it,  and  the  petitioners  rest 
their  whole  case  on  his  opinion  substantially, 
and  he  is  practically  to  have  the  spending  of 
§2,000,000  of  money.  Such  a  man  would  naturally 
be  very  sanguine  in  what  he  proposed  to  do  and 
expected  to  accomplish.  In  weighing  Mr.  Kenne- 
dy's evidence,  his  position  must  be  understood. 
But  another  point  is  Mr.  Kennedy's  position  with 
other  companies  and  the  puolic.  He  i-:  a  director 
in  the  mutual  company  which  is  to  saddle  a  cor- 
poration of  $5,000,000  on  the  people  when  they 


company  has  never  paid  a  dividend.  Either 
Mr.  Kennedy's  statement  is  wrong,  or  his  com- 
pany must  be  managed  wrongly.  We  are 
not  used  to  such  management  in  Boston. 
Mr.  Morse  compared  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Kennedy  and  Mr.  Greencgh  in  regard  to  the  cost 
of  gas,  showing  the  difference  in  the  statements, 
and  submitting  that  the  Board  have  nothing  but 
the  testimony  of  one  man  standing  in  such  a  po- 
sition that  full  credence  cannot  be  given  to  it,  and 
that  it  should  not  outweigh  the  testimony  of  gen- 
tlemen who   gave   the    cost  of    gas  in    their   own 


evidence  produced,  showing  that  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  all  existing  companies  to  maks 
gas  as  cheaply  as  possible.     Mr.  Morse  said  the 


pense  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  investigate  the  merits  of  various  new- 
processes  of  making  gas.  None  of  the  companies 
are  averse  to  using  any  of  these  processes,  whose 
virtues  are  not  fully  established  in  other  cities. 
Mr.  Morse  concluded  by  brierlv  reviewing  several 
of  the  points  made  by  the  remonstrants,  and  c  on- 
ended  that  the  experiment  should  not  be  tried, 


because  in  the  end  it  would  be  an  additional  tax 
upon  the  city.  Never  before  did  a  company  ask 
for  that  which  another  corporation  will  do.  Be- 
fore any  change  is  made  the  Board  can  pause  and 
consider  all  the  results  likely  to  flow  from  it. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitions  of  J.  P. 
Squire  &  Co.  and  ls<>7  others,  making  with  those 
previously  nearly  9000  petitioners  in  aid  of  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company. 

Alderman  Cutter  moved  that  the  s'ubject  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Hyde,  counsel  for  the  Citizens' 
Gaslight  Company,  said  he  had  supposed  the  hear- 
ing was  to  be  closed  today,  and  he  had  made 
other  engagements  for  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  a  postponement, 
and  Aldermen  Cutter  and  Peters  favored  it,  as 
the  hour  was  late,  and  other  business  rem  aired 
to  be  done. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  postpone  was*  lost — yeas  5, 
nays  7 : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Harris,  Peters, 
Worthington— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Power,  Prescott,  Stebbins— 7. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  the  question  was  not  a  new  one ; 
again  and  again  has  the  investigation  of  gas  been 
discussed,  but  whenever  they  go  to  the  city  of 
Boston  or  to  the  Legislature,  they  are  met  by  an 
array  of  gas  companies  opposing  the  desire  of  the 
people  to  rid  themselves  of  a  monopo'y.  He  had 
sat  for  twenty-three  nights  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Government  trying  to  get  information  as  to 
the  cost  of  gas,  but  they  were  defiantly  told  they 
should  not  have  it.  While  the  investigations  are  in 
progress  they  are  supplied  with  good  ga.- ;  it  always 
has  been  so,  and  gentlemen  had  told  him  they 
hoped  this  investigation  would  keep  on,  for 
they  get  good  gas— it  does  n't  sputter,  and 
one  can  read  by  it.  There  are  six  gas  com- 
panies in  this  city,  and  is  there  a  gentle- 
man in  the  City  Government  who  would  want  to 
buy  them  out  at  their  own  figures?  It  is  apparent 
to  every  one  that  when  stock  cannot  be  bought 
m  the  market  there  is  no  loss  in  making  gas. 
They  will  not  reduce  their  price  until  compelled  to 
do  so  by  competition ;  they  will  not  even  adopt 
means  of  cheapening  gas  c.r  use  the  improved  ap- 
pliances for  manufacturing  it.  He  believed  that 
the  day  will  come  when  the  streets  of  Boston  will 
be  lighted  by  gas  made  from  petroleum  for  one 
dollar,  bat  this  cannot  be  done  under  the  present 
system.  Until  competition  entered  into  teleg- 
raphy one  message  only  could  be  sent  over  one 
wire;  now  two  messages  can  be  sent  over  each 
wire  in  each  direction,  making  four  in  all.  There 
is  nothing  so  odious  to  the  people  as  a  monopoly, 
and  here  is  a  monopoly  in  one  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  life.  Here  are  these  companies  fighting- 
inspection,  giving  up  here  a  little  and  there  a  little, 
but  as  closely  fighting  it  today  as  ever.  Here  are 
these  gentlemen  who  ask  the  privilege  of  manu- 
facturing gas  with  their  own  money  and  offer  to 
sell  it  at  less  than  the  present  price,  and  they  are 
supported  by  9000  citizens  whose  streets  are  to 
be  dug  up.  He  believed  the  citizens  should 
have  the  privilege  of  choosing  between  two  com- 
panies in  purchasing  a  necessity  of  life.  The 
remonstrants  were  afraid  that  the  petitioners 
would  carry  out  their  plan ;  the  petitioners  would 
give  a  bond  to  any  amount  that  they  are  acting  in 
good  faith.  His  belief  was  that 'the  petitioners 
would  do  what  is  proposed  and  do  it  qnickh  . 
There  is  a  corporation  in  our  midst  with  a  paid-in 
capital  of  $2,500,000,  and  property  worth  ss.niHi.iiiin. 
and  the  time  will  come  when  the  stock  must  be 
watered  to  $8,000,000.  Mr.  Morse  interrupted  Mr. 
Hyde  and  said  the  property  was  worth  onlv 
83,500,000,  and  Mr.  Hyde  asked  if  they 
would  sell  for  that,"  which  Mr.  Morse 
said  he  was  not  authorized  to  answer.  Mr. 
Hyde  said  the  new  company  would  be  compelled  to 
go  into  whatever  streets  the  citizens  should  de- 
mand, and  if  the  company  did  not  submit  the  peo- 
ple could  go  to  the  Legislature  and  get  a  law  com- 
pelling it.  The  gas  companies  had  fought  every- 
thing but  the  proposition  to  allow  them  to  con- 
tinue to  cany  on  a  monopoly.  Mr.  Hyde  contended 
that  abuses  exist ;  the  street's  are  not  to  be  opened 
until  after  due  consideration,  and  in  conclusion. 
he  urged  that  the  Board  decide  this  question  be- 
fore they  go  out  of  office,  and  protested  against 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, out  desired  the  giving  of  that  disposal 
to  the  subject  which  is  best  for  the  interests  of 
Boston. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  the  petition  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Order  granting  F.  L.  Fay  permission  to  lay  a 
steam  pipe  under  Devonshire  street,  from  the 
Rich  estate  to  the  Pay  estate,  on  said  sweet,  on 
the  usual  conditions.     Head  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  setting  edgestones  in 
Pond  street,  Ward  17,  Parker  street,  Francis 
street,  Autumn  street,  Adams  street  and  Brook- 
line  avenue;  and  laying  sidewalks  in  Lexington, 
Pre;cott,  Copelaud,  Highland,  Millmont,  Silver 
and  Centre  street-,  with  orders  for  the  proportion- 
ate assessment  and  collection  of  the  same.  Or- 
ders severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  In  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on  Washington 
street  (formerly  Shaw  unit  avenue),  from  Bartlett 
street  to  School  street.  Said  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  are  hereby  empowered  and  direct- 
ed to  change  the  position"  of  the  single  track  now 
laid  down  on  said  Washington  street,  between 
Bartlett  a  id  School  streets,  so  that  said  track,  to- 
gether with  the  track  located  by  this  order,  shall 
conform  to  the  red  lines  shown  on  the  plans  drawn 
by  W.  S.  Barbour  and  A.  Hodges,  civil  engineers, 
dated  Xov.  9, 1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work 
of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  iu 
paving  said  track  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  lie  approved  by  them. 

Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  heroin  contained,  and  shall 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage"; 
otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Josephs.  Hyde.  August  II.  Welbmok,  Jotham 
Twitched,  Edward  A.  Polan,  it  iiI  ,  Thomas  Gogin, 
Samuel  F.  liatehelder  and  heirs  of  Benjamin  Hos- 
ley,  to  remove,  cut  off,  or  set  back,  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  this  order,  all  buildings, 
walls,  fences  or  other  obstructions  in  front  of  their 
respective  estates  on  Dorchester  avenue  extend- 
ing over  the  line  of  said  avenue. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  mi  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  Rogers's  wharf,  Sixth  street, 
South  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment, for  the  landing  and  storage  of  paving 
blocks,  gravel,  brick,  etc.,  for  a  term  of  live  years, 
at  an  annual  rental  of  31000  per  year  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Macullar,  Williams  &  Parker  ct  id.,  that 
the  permission  granted  to  the  Middlesex  and  High- 
land cars  to  pass  through  Washington  stieet  be 
revoked.    Accepted. 


Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District,  olfered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  lie 
authorized  to  close  against  public  travel,  from 
this  date  until  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  fol- 
lowing-named streets  or  portions  of  streets  in- 
cludeit  within  the  Northampton-street  District,  so 
called,  namely,  Reed  street,  from  a  point  two 
hundred  and  'thirteen  feet  distant  from  North- 
ampton street,  to  Thorndike  street;  Lenox  stieet, 
from  Fellows  street,  to  a  point  about  two  hundred 
feet  distant  from  Washington  stieet;  Newcomb 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Reed  street; 
Thorndike  street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows:     . 

Victuallers'  Licenses  ( i  ran  ted— G  race  &  Bros., 
Green  Dragon  Building,  on  extension  of  Washing- 


ton street;  W.  H.  II.  Graves,  75  Cambridge  street; 
Johnson  &  Gerrish,  50  Pleasant  street. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— Henry  O.  Lyons, 
25  La  (i  range  street. 

Innholders'  License;  Granted— Miss  A.Baker, 
488  Tremont  street;  George  W.  Murch,  30  Cause- 
way street. 

Wag. .n  Licenses  Granted— lonnev,  Thayer  & 
Wight,  0(1  to  58  1'nion  street;  John  Kelly,  corner 
l'.owker  and  Chardon  streets;  Harrison  D.  Hobbs, 
109  South  Market  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— To  Thomas  All- 
man  from  L.  Flanders  &  Co.,  four  licenses. 

License  for  Intelligence  office  Transferred- 
Louisa  Cotton.  80  Harvard  street,  to  C.  W.  Hall. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— Mar- 
tha Castle.  333  Federal  street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Herman  Colin, 
149  Main  street.  (  harlestown. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— H.  T.  Reed,  to 
give  concert  at  Tremont  Temple,  Dec.  9;  Mercan- 
tile Diamatie  Club,  to  give  exhibition  at  Parker 
Memorial  Hall,  Dec.  10;  Howard  Lodge,  to  give 
enteitainmeut  at  Monument  Hall.  Ward  22,  Dec. 
10. 

Pawnbrokers  Licensed— Hicks  &  Hal'.aday,  99 
Washington  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted  —  George  W.  Davis, 
(coupe)  •  Bernard  Harvey,  corner  Marlboro'  and 
Clarendon  streets. 

Hack  Licenses  Transferred— To  Frank  E.Bland 
from  Daniel  Nolan;  to  Joseph  White  from  George 
M.  White. 

Hack  Licenses  Refused — Jeremiah  Dempsev, 
42  Essex  street;  Howard  Slack',  90  Court  Street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— M.  J.  Portal,  2  Main 
street,  Ward  20. 

Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  favor  of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
pv  stables  bv  Charles  N.  Rowell,  09  Bower  street; 
John  P.  Fot'tler.  Noifolk  street;  James  E.  Rowe, 
foot  of  G  street,  near  Eighth;  G.  E.  Ring,  Oak- 
land stieet,  toward  Washington  street. 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables  bv  Samuel  Hatfield, 
Washington  street",  near  Winship;  F.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Norfolk  avenue,  near  Hampshire  street; 
Thomas  Lager.  Washington  street,  Ward  16. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  O'Hare 
for  a  brick  stable  on  Knowlton  street,  provided  a 
dwelling  house  shall  be  erected  on  same  lot  and 
at  the  same  time  ;  said  stable  is  to  be  constructed 
with  blank  brick  walls  on  each  side  and  in  rear. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  John  Elms  for 
renewal  of  license  for  stable  on  Decatur  street, 
provided  there  shall  he  a  blank  brick  wall  on  one 
side  and  a  brick  or  stone  and  cemented  manure 
pit. 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  ol  James  Laugblin 
for  a  brick  stable  at  29  Pearl  street,  Ward  21,  pro- 
vided the  present  building  used  for  stable  pur- 
poses shall  be  removed,  and  the  new  building  to 
contain  modern  appliances,  slated  roof  and  blank 
walls  on  sides  and  rear,  as  applied  for.     • 

In  favor  of  granting  petition  of  Metropolitan 
Railroad  to  occupy  stable  on  Bartlett  street  for 
100  additional  horses,  provided  the  old  building 
shall  be  discontinued  for  stable  use  within  thirty 
clays  from  this  date;  also,  that  the  drains  of  sta- 
ble's, soil  pipes  and  manure  pit  shall  be  connected 
with  common  sewer. 

Severally  accepted. 

STREET    WIDENINGS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 

Streets,  submitted  reports  severally  recommend- 
ing that  the  City  Council  concur  with  the  Hoard 
of  Street  Commissioners  in  the  passing  the  re- 
solves and  orders  for  the  widening  of  Leverett 
street  [City  Doc.  No.  99]  on  the  southeasterly 
side,  from  Charles  street  to  Brighton  street; 
and  for  the  widening  of  Shavvmut  avenue 
[City  Doc.  No.  98]  from  Lenox  street  to  Rox- 
bury  street;  also,  recommending  the  passage 
of  accompanying  orders  requesting  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  to  report  orders  providing  the 
means  for  said  widenings.  Reports  accepted; 
orders  severally  read  once. 

STREET  DAMAGES   AND  BETTERMENTS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  submitted  the  following: 

Report  recommending  that  the  petitions  of 
Bridget  Kelly  and  C.  Roschelle,  for  compensation 
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for  land  taken  in  extending  East  Lenox  street,  and 
all  petitions  of  a  similar  nature,  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  as  said  committee  have  eharp;e  of 
the  appropriation  therefor.  Report  accepted, 
reference  ordered,  and  petitions  sent. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  John  Hawkins  $60,  for 
damages  on  account  of  widening  Bennington 
street.    Read  twice  ami  passed. 

Older  to  pay  W.  Eliot  Woodward  Saono  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  extension  of  East  Lenox  street. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  fjiooks  inquired  the  reason  for  wish- 
ing the  second  reading  to  be  taken  today. 

Alderman  Harris  said  the  amount  had  been  de- 
termined by  the  Street  Commis-ioners,  it  is  now 
due,  and  if  the  order  is  passed  it  will  be-  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  party  interested. 

The  order"  was  read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent 
down. 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Mary  E.  Bird  for  abatement 
of  Washington-street  betterment  assessment,  and 
George  Lewis  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  Warren- 
street  bettei  incut  assessment.  Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessed  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  Sept.  8,  1874,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square, 
upon  the  estate  of  James  Cheever,  9  and  10 
Charlestown  street,  amounting  to  si:00.  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  reduced  by  the  sum  of  8280. 
leaving  the  betterment  assessed  upon  said  estate 
to  be  §1080,  on  account  of  an  error  in  the  plan  by 
which  the  assessment  was  made. 

Read  once. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  petitrons  of  Robert  Simpson  et  al.,  for  a 
lamp  on  Maywood  and  Warren  streets;  Alfred  J. 
Anthonv  et  al.,  for  more  lamps  in  Roslindale; 
Charles'H.  Pinkharn  et  al.,  for  lamps  on  Button- 
wood  street;  and  Henry  Hayward  et  al.,  for  a 
lamp  in  Chambers  street!  Charlestown,  the  prayers 
of  the  several  petitioners  having  been  grained. 
Severally  accepted. 

DRAINING  OF  PASSAGEWAYS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  report  on  petition  of 
Rowland  Ellis  et  al.,  that  under  the  recent  deci- 
sion of  the  Cit\  Solicitor  the  passageways  west  of 
Tremont  street,  from  Worcester  to  Newton  street, 
are  not  public  passageways,  and  therefore  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

PERMIT  TO  USE  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on   Steam 

Engines,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  A.  J.  Faxon  &  Co.  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  steam  engine  at  No.  20 
Beach  street.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  common  sewer 
in  Perrin  street,  near  Waverley  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $20.38  be  abated  from  assessment 
upon  James  P.  Tolrnan,  for  sewer  in  Westminster 
street,  on  account  of  over-estimate  of  laud  ;  that 
$1-1.10  be  abated  from  Honora  Sweeney  and  as- 
sessed upon  Timothy  Sullivan,  for  a  sewer  in 
North  Anderson  street ;  that  8107  be  abated  from 
Margaret  C.  Bateman  and  assessed  upon  John  G. 
Haynes,  for  a  sewer  in  Fountain  street;  that 
•S105.0S  be  abmed  from  James  Rock.  S153.23  f torn 
Michael  Kellv.sils.sn  from  Patrick  Fiueron,  and 
$118. sa  from '■  homa*  Kelly,  for  a  sewer  in  Circuit 
street,  on  account  of  previous  payments;  that 
$5.02  be  abated  from  (icorge  1'arkman's  heirs,  for 
a  sewer  in  North  Anderson  street,  on  account  of 
over-estimate  of  land. 

Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  George  F.  Weld,  Rebecca  Weld 
and  Jacob  W.  Seaver  $400. so  for  laud  taken  in 
name  of  heirs  of  Jacob  Weld ;  also  $030."). 70  to 
same  parties  for  laud  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of 
Fianklin  Weld  ;  also  Jacob  W.  Seaver  $51.00— all 
for  land  taken  for  the  improvement  of  Stony 
Brook.    Severally  read  once. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 


The  Committee  on  Public  ibubUngs  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  re' 
quired  for  public  buildings,  to  meet  expenses  on 
the  same  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 
The  occasion  for  this  deficiency  is  partly  due  to 
the  repairs  and  alterations  necessary  on  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  newly  annexed  territory, 
the  addition  of  which  has  increased  the  number 
of  public  buildings  to  a  total  of  106,  the  require- 
ment- for  all  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
definitely  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was  made 
up.  In  addition  are  expenditures  ordered  by  the 
City  Council  during  the  year  and  not  anticipated 
in  the  yearly  appropriation,  such  as  the  leasing  of 
building  No.  30  femberton  square  for  city  offices, 
altering,  fitting  and  furnishing  the  same;  the 
creating  of  office  of  architect,  with  the  necessary 
assistants  and  equipment  to  carry  on  the  same; 
the  repairing  of  damage  by  fire,  in  Julv  last,  to 
armory,  Maverick  street,  East  Boston:  the  fur- 
nishing of  increased  accommodation  for  the 
Health.  Department,  Board  of  Health,  Fire  Com- 
missioners and  Assessors,  with  the  necessary 
fitting  and  furnishing.  The  above  items  enu- 
merated have  caused  an  expenditure  from  the  ap- 
propriation of  $30,i'00  not  anticipated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  financial  year.  Following  are  the 
amounts  classified  expended  from  the  appropria- 
tion on  the  various  public  buildings,  from  May  1 
to  Dec.  1,1874: 

Appropriat  on  for  Public  Buildings  for  the 
financial  year  1874-7",,  $107,000:  expended  for  ma- 
sonry, drains  and  paving.  89147.91;  masonry  and 
contract  work.  84000 ;  carpentry,  ordinary,  87761.41 ; 
carpentry,  contract  work.  S4.">0ii;  gas  fitting,  pip- 
ing and  plumbing',  83832.35:  painting,  contract 
work,  85000;  painting  and  glazing.  S3121. 25;  white- 
washing and  pla-tering,  .--2.spi.32;  carpeting, 
$5325.80;  new  furniture,  repairs  of  old,  window 
shades,  bells  and  clocks,  .-sop;.;::;;  roofing, 81401. 28; 
iron  work,  fences,  etc.,  82314.17;  new  heating  ap- 
paratus and  repairs  of  old,  8ii(i50.77;  looksniithiiig. 
$105.75;  gas  and  wa':er.;.-;g14i;.23;  icnts  and  taxes. 
$7030.21:  care,  cleaning  -and  janitors,  80345.10 ; 
fuel,  $3704.22;  supplies,  including  ice,  mats,  hods, 
baskets,  etc.,  sl9S0.4a;  salaries,  87134.32:  miscella- 
neous expenses,  84515.48;  -watering,  8153.75;  total 
expenditures.  $00,484.20;  unexpended  balance, 
$7515.80. 

Your  committee  estimate  as  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  expenses  of  the  department  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
remaining,  the  sum  of  $27,000.  This  includes  the 
$12,000  estimated  and  ordeicd  in  the  yearly  appro- 
priation for  the  rai-ing  and  altering  of  Police  Sta- 
tion House  No.  8.  They  would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully request  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$27,000.  For  the  committee,* 

Hiram  Emery,  Chairman.- 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
sent  down. 

APPLETON  TEMPORARY  HOME. 

A  communication  was  received  from  D.  Banks 
McKenzie,  superintendent  of  the  Appleton  Tem- 
porary Home,  asking  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to 
the  work  the  institution  had  done  in  reclaiming 
drunkards. 

The  petition  was  briefly  discussed  on  amotion 
by  Alderman  Cutter  to  refer  the  communication 
to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  which  finally  prevailed— -7  for,  5  against. 

DOUBLE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board  took 
up  the  order  to  allow  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  to  lay  down  an  additional  track  on 
Washington  sireet  from  Temple  place  to  Milk 
street;  also  a  track  n,  Milk  and  Hawley  street-',  on 
certain  conditions. 

Alderman  Prescott— -I  trust  this  order  will  not 
be  passed.  I  do  not  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Board  at  this  late  hour  in  discussing  this  mat- 
ter, especially  since  it  was  so  fully  discussed  a 
week  or  two  since.  The  only  difference  between 
this  order  and  the  one  acted  upon  then  is  that  the 
douDle  track  is  confined  to  Washington  street 
from  Temple  place  to  Milk  street,  instead  of  run- 
ning all  the  way  from  E-sex  street.  The  argu- 
ments introduced  at  that  time  to  recommit  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  instruc- 
tions to  recommend  some  other  way  of  relieving 
Tremont  street,it  seems  to  me  hold  equally  good 
now.  Certainly  the  portion  of  Washington  street  be- 
tween Temple  place  and  Summer  street  is  as  nar- 
row as  that  part  between  Temple  place  and  Essex 
street;  it  is  one  of  the  narrowest  parts  of  the 
street;    frequent  blockades  occur;    on  both  sides 
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are  spacious  stores  doing  a  large  retail  business, 
and  ir  seems  to  me  their  patrons  should 
have  the  right  to  go  there  in  carriages. 
The  street  in  some  places  is  less  than 
thirty-two  feet  wide  between  the  curbstones;  the 
two  tracks  will  take  up  fourteen  feet,  leaving  on 
each  side,  between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the 
curbstones,  less  than  nine  feet.  To  my  mind  it 
would  be  entirely  impracticable,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  at  length  in  an  argument  on  the  subject. 
It  is  a  portion  of  Washington  street  that  is  very 
frequently  blockaded,  near  the  corner  of  Temple 
place,  not  by  horse  cars  waiting  to  get  through 
Temple  place,  bin  by  the  natural  travel  through 
the  street.  1  can  hardly  think  of  a  more  unwise 
thing  to  be  done  by  this  Board  in  locating  a 
railroad  track  than  to  lay  an  additional 
track  lietween  Temple  place  and  Summer  street. 
I  should  hesitate  before  locating  another  track 
there,  as  the  street  is  none  too  wide  now  with  a 
single  track  and  the  immense  number  of  vehicles 
passing  through  it.  "We  widen  streets  and  assess 
betterments  for  such  widening.;.  If  we  are  going 
to  lay  down  additional  tracks  in  such  places  as 
that," instead  ol  the  widening  being  a  betterment 
to  property  there,  it  will  be  a  detriment,  and  an 
assessment  of  betterments  on  that  territory  could 
not  be  collected,  m  my  opinion,  if  the  party  should 
appeal  to  a jury ;  bur  that,  however,  is  a  trivial 
consideration  compared  with  the  narrowness  of 
the  thoroughfare.  I  have  watched  travel  there 
nearly  every  day:  have  conversed  with  policemen 
who  are  kept  there  to  keep  the  streets  as  clear  as 


Alderman  Power— There  is  somewhat  more  dif- 
ference between  th6  two  propositions  than  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  'J  has  mentioned.  If  this 
arrangement  i-  mate,  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
agree  that  all  the  ears  on  this  new  line  shall  go 
down  Summer  street  through  Kingston  street, 
thus  relieving  Chauncy  street.  I  do  not  suppose 
there  is  a  part  of  Boston  where  there  is  so  much 
delay  as  in  Chauney  street.  I  also  understand 
that  they  agree  to  run  the  balance  of  their  cars 


will  make  a  great  difference.  I  should  say  also 
that  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  programme  which  we 
have  got,  so  far.  Other  provisions  must  be 
made  to  arrange  those  cars  besides  tins,  but  this 
will  relieve  the  street  very  much.  Now,  it  will  no 
doubt  be   somewhat  of   an  inconvenience  to  the 


cc  Co.,  Uigelow.  Kennard  &  Co.,  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Hallet,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  others,  cannot  al- 
ways have  carriages  standing  in  front  of  their 
stores.  Now,  in  which  way  will  the  public  be 
convenienced  to  the  greatest  extent?  It  seems 
to  me  that  to  let  those  cars  go  in  this  way  will  do 
it.  These  gentlemen  object  purely  on  selfish 
grounds.  Do  we  widen  streets  that  each  gen- 
tleman may  keep  as  many  carriages  standing 
before  his  store  as  he  pleases?  "We  certainly 
do  not.  I  grant  that  people  should  have  facil- 
ities for  getting  to  those  stores;  hut  I  do  not 
think  we  are  warranted  in  allowing  carriages 
to  stand  there  ad  libitum.  The  committee 
think   this   will  be  a  great    improvement    over 


the  present  stale'  of  affairs,  but  it  is  only  a  part  of 
the  programme  which  we  are  a-ranging  for  these 
horse  railroad  companies.  Some  of  the  other 
lines  must  be  diveited  in  other  directions  and  run 
or  other  streets;  it  ought  to  be  done  as  soon  as 
pos-ible,  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  done  either  by 
ourselves  or  our  succes>  ors.  I  think  it  will  be  for 
the  public  good  to  have  this  order  passed,  or  I 
should  not  recommend  it.  I  have  in  mind  full 
consideration  of  the  rights  ami  privileges  of  all 
people  keeping  stores  there,  and  f  do  noc  think  it 
will  injure  their  business.  There  are  plenty  of 
side  streets  where  carriages  can  stand  without 
waiting  on  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  mistaken.  The  street  is  much  narrower  between 
Temple  place  and  Essex  street  than  it  is  between 
Temple  place  ami  Summer  r-treet.  The  distance 
allowed  between  <tie  tracks  and  the  curbstones 
will  be  8.45  feet,  which  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  tells  me  is  sufficient  to  allow  carriages  to 
pass.  Between  Summer  and  Milk  streets,  where 
the  remonstrants  are  located.  Washington  street 
is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  there  is  not  a  point  where 
there  will  not  be  room  for  two  cars  and  two  car- 
riages to  pass  at  the  same  moment. 

Alderman  Prescott—  The  gentleman  from  "Ward 
17  says  Washington  street  between  Essex  street 
and  Temple  place  is  not  so  wide  as  it  is  between 
Temple  place  and  Summer  street.  I  find  upon  an 
examination  of  the  plan  that  it  is  a  fraction  of  a 
foot  only,  8.67  feet  on  each  side  of  the  railroad 
track  between  Temple  place  and  Winter  street; 
while  between  Temple  place  and  E-sex  street  it  is 
8.45  feet.  The  space  is  so  narrow  that  I  think  it 
would  be  entirely  impracticable  to  attempt  to 
lay  down  another  track.  In  regard  to  allow- 
ing carriages  to  stand  there  ad  libitum,  as 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  says,  that  is 
not  allowed— it  is  regulated  by  ordinance.  No 
carriage  is  allowed  to  stxnd  there  twenty 
minutes;  certainly  not  more  than  that.  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.,  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  and  other 
large  firms  on  "Washington  street,  should  have  the 
privilege  of  allowing  their  customers  to  come  in 
tlieir  carriages  and  wait  a  reasonable  time.  From 
the  immense  amount  of  travel  there  we  could  ex- 
pect nothing  but  a  continual  blockade  of  ears  and 
vehicles  on  the  whole  street  if  we  lay  this  addi- 
tional track.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  said 
this  was  not  the  whole  programme,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  would  make  other  changes.  It 
seems  to  me  we  had  better  have  this  whole  thing 
in  a  complete  and  comprehensive  plan  before  us, 
and  not  act  upon  it  by  piecemeal.  This  whole  sub- 
ject of  horse  railroads  in  the  only  two  thorough- 
fares must  soon  be  taken  in  hand,  and  a  com- 
plete system  be  laid  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  then  it  seems  to  me  we  can  act  more  in- 
telligently upon  it  than  we  can  by  simply  passing 
this  order.  I  ask  that  this  question  be  taken  by- 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  rejected— 5  for,  7  against. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall,  Peters, 
Power — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  liigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Har- 
ris, Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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dent,  in  the  chair.  Called  to  order  at  live  minutes 
past  eight,  after  the  call  of  the  roll,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Present— Messrs.  Harry,  Beal,  Boardman,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burgess,  Caton,  Cawley.  Crocker,  Crow- 
ley, Cudworth,  Dacey,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Gold- 
thwait,  Hicks,  Kent,  Kimball,  Lonng,  Moley, 
Noyes,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Powers,  Pray,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Shaw,  Shepard,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Sweat, 
Sweetser,  'Lhaeher,  Train,  Warren.  Weston,  N.  S. 
Wilbur,  Willcutt— 38. 

Absent— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Bearce,  Bent, 
Bteiler,  Bracket!,  Brown,  Butler,  Collins.  Cushman, 
Davis, Day,  Dean, Denny,  Fuller, Gordon. Harring- 
ton, Hine,'llunncwell,. Jennings,  Leach,  Long, Mar- 
vin, McCartv.  Minot,  Moonev,  -Morse,  Cage,  Pease, 
Smith.  Walbridge,  West,  Winston,  E.  P.  Wilbur, 
Woods,  Woodward— 36. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  L.  Foster  Morse  and  Weston  Lewis, 
heirs  of  Susan  Johnson,  heir-  of  Maria  Davis  and 
Charles  Davis.    Severally  referred. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit  (printed  City  Doe. 
No.  104).    Placed  on  file. 

Report  retelling  to  Committee  on  Northampton- 
street  District  the  petitions  of  Bridget  Kelly  and 
C.  Rechelle  lor  damages  on  account  of  improve- 
ments in  said  district.    Accepted. 

Request  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Bui'dings 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  SL'T.tlOO  (Print- 
ed City  Doc.  No.  106),  and  a  communication  from 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  asking  for  action  relative 
to  an  execution  issued  against  the  city  for  S2019.43, 
recovered  by  E.  M.  Montague  for  damages  to  cer- 
tain estates  on  Church-street  district.  Severally 
referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  recoin mending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Row  land  Kllis  and  others  that  passage- 
ways west  of  Tremont  street  from  Worcester  to 
Newton  street  be  drained.    Accepted. 

Order  to  pay  to  W.  Elliot  Woodward  S9000,  for 
land  taken  ami  damages  occasioned  by  extension 
of  East  Lenox  street.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16  (who  said  the  matter  had  already  been 
acted  upon,  the  amount  had  been  awarded  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  as  it  is  already  due 
there  is  no  reason  for  delay  in  paying  it),  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  George  V.  Bart  left  sh;ii:>.r,o, 
for  land  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Hunneman  street.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

FREE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SOUP. 

The  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $5000  for  the 
free  distribution  of  soup  by  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  came  down  with 
the  adherence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  refus- 
ing to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  joint  special 
committee. 

The  President— What  is  the 'pleasure  of  the 
■Council,  to  recede  or  adhere? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  vote,  referring  the  subject  to 
a  joint  special  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  prevail,  and  that 
the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  former  action.  I 
certainly  think  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen in  this  matter  is  a  little  discourteous  to 
this  branch.  The  honorable  Alderman  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  [Alderman  Cutter],  who  has  steadily 
fought  this  proposition  from  the  beginning,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board  went  out  of  his  way  to 
cast  a  fling  at  me  for  endeavoring  to  have  a  lady 
appointed  upon  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  exultingly  -tales  that  she  received  no 
votes  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  not 
know  that  that  has  anything  to  do  with  this 
question,  but  1  hope  that  «  hen  the  Alderman  shall 
receive  his  reward  for  acts  of  charity,  the  credit 
side  of  his  account  will  show  as  well  as  that  of 
the  lady  referred  to.  1  have  had  interviews  with 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Arnory,  and  with  attaches  of  the 
Provident  Association  as  well  as  members  of  oth- 
re  benevolent  associations,   and   they   are   almost 


unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  free  distribu- 
tion of  this  soup  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Amory  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  plan  of 
distributing  the  soup  by  a  joint  special  committee 
would  be  a  very  wise  one.  There  certainly  could 
be  no  harm  in  this  reference,  and  if  gentlemen 
had  made  no  opposition  to  it  in  the  first  place,  the 
matter  might  have  been  settled  by  this  time. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  l.">— As  this  matter  was  de- 
feated in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  as  a  motion 
to  reconsider  that  vote  was  also  defeated,  1  do  not 
know  whether  they  can,  under  their  rules,  con- 
sider it  again  if  it  goes  back  to  them.  But  sup- 
posing that  they  can,  although  1  do  not  believe 
in  being  intimidated  by  their  action,  still  I  think 
there  is  no  particular  reason  for  our  adhering, 
when  the  opinion  of  the  other  branch  has  been  so 
plainly  expressed.  Although  undoubtedly  some 
improvements  in  the  present  system  might  be 
made  if  we  had  plenty  of  time  for  deliberation, 
still  I  do  not  hear  any  very  widespread  complaints 
of  the  present  method  of  distribution  that  should 
require  us  to  adhere,  and  if  we  talk  this  over  much 
longer  the  winter  will  soon  be  far  gone.  Nor  do  I 
think  that  the  special  committee  could  devise  a 
scheme  which  should  be  a  substantial  improve- 
ment upon  the  present  soon  enough  to  put  in  op- 
eration this  winter;  our  plan  would  be  too  hastily 
formed  to  be  thorough.  I  think  the  Council  caii 
recede  without  loss  0f  dignity.  I  would  therefore 
move  as  a  substitute  that  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence be  appointed,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  who  can  consider  it  and  re- 
port back. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— In  order  that  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  may  be  appointed,  the  Council 
must  first  adhere  to  it's  former  action. 

Mr.  Putnam— Then  1  withdraw  that  motion,  and 
if  the  motion  to  adhere  prevails,  which  I  hope  it 
will  not,  I  will  move  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— To  my  mind,  the  most 
judicious  cour.-e  to  pursue  is  to  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason 
why  the  Council  should  adhere  to  its  vote.  As 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  [Mr.  Putnam] 
says,  there  has  not  been  any  complaint  in  refer- 
ence to  the  course  which  the  police  have  pursued 
in  performing  this  duty  on  former  occasions. 
Now  if  this  order  is  to  be  kicked  about  from  one 
branch  to  the  other,  the  poor  will  suffer  in  conse- 
quence, and  not  get  any  assistance  at  all.  I 
cannot  understand  why  gentlemen  here  should 
insist  upon  carrying  out  their  own  opinions.  The 
poor  will  certainly  be  benefited,  and  get  more  aid 
by  this  plan  than  by  any  other;  and  I  do  not  see 
aiiy  better  way  than  to  let  t  be  disti  ibittion  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  police.  If  you  must  have  a  joint 
committee,  (hen  join  the  Committee  on  Police  of 
this  branch  with  that  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— This  is  not  a  question  of 
verv  great  moment  as  regards  money  ;  and  as  to 
the'  matter  of  sou])  I  care  but  very  little  about 
that.  But  if  there  is  suffering  among  the  poor— 
and  the  poor  we  always  have  among  us— the  aid 
that  will  reach  them  the  quickest  is  the  best. 
What  I  am  in  favor  of  is  the  quickest  way  of  put- 
ting this  money  to  the  use  for  which  it  is  designed. 
I  think  the  notice  are  the  proper  men  to  find  out 
who  are  suffering;  but  whoever  delivers  this  soup 
should  give  it  to  the  poor  as  soon  as  possible.  At 
present  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to  vote  to 
adhere  or  to  recede  from  our  former  action.  I 
hope  the  subject  will  be  discussed  so  that  we 
can  learn  which  is  the  better  way  to  vote.  I  do 
not  care  how  it  is  done,  so  that  the  aid  reaches 
the  suffering  poor  in  the  quickest  way. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Want  10—  1  should  rather  prefer 
to  vote  against  any  appropriation  for  the  public 
distribution  of  soiqi  than  to  have  it  dispensed 
through  the  police  stations  as  it  has  been  hereto- 
fore. From  the  best  information  I  can  gather, 
that  method  «f  distributing  sou])  has  been  an  in- 
jury. It  has  encouraged  rather  than  prevented 
paupeiism— not  that  I  mean  to  say  the  police  do 
not  do  the  best  they  can  ;  but,  as  I  said  a  week 
ago,  it  brings  to  our  city  a  set  of  tramps  who  de- 
pend for  a  living  upon  what  they  can  get  from  the 
city  of  Boston,  rather  than  remain  in  the 
country  during  the  winter  and  earn  a  comfoi  table 
support.  1  was  told  by  one  person,  who  knows 
thoroughly  what  lie  is  talking  a  bout,  that  one  sea- 
son after  the  disl  ribution  of  soup  had  beendiscon- 
tinuuod,  he  employed  or  commissioned  two  per- 
sons to  go  through  one  district  with  a  list  of  per- 
sons who  had  received  soup  from  that  station 
house,  with  the  idea  of  finding  out  how  many  fam- 
ilies had  taken  soup;  only  two  acknowledged  it, 
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and  most  of  the  pool  families  laughed  at  the  idea 
of  the  free  distribution  of  soup  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton from  the  station  houses.  Now,  if  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  is  carried 
out,  and  we  can  have  a  proper  committee  to  see 
that  food,  and  not  soup,  is  distributed  to  those 
living  in  the  city  who  need  aid,  then  some  good 
can  be  done  with  the  $5000  which  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  voted  for  this  purpose.  But  un- 
less it  can  be  distributed  through  some  judicious 
committee,  and  given  to  people  who  deserve  it,  I 
would  rather  vote  against  it  altogether,  than  to 


there  can  be  in  referring  this  matter  to  a  joint 
special  committee.  They  are  to  report  to  the 
Council,  and  if  they  report  that  the  proper  way  is 
through  the  1  olice  Department,  that  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  can  see  a  great  deal 
of  harm  in  referring  it  to  a  special  commi  ttee,  and 
a  great  deal  of  delay.  It  will  have  to  go  to  the 
Board  for  concurrence ;  then  the  committee  have 
got  to  hold  a  conference  meeting,  and  then  come 
here  next  Thursday  and  report ;  and  then  it  will 
have  to  go  to  the  Board  ot  Aldermen,  which  will 
take  nearly  three  weeks;  while  if  we  concur  with 
the  Board  the  police  can  go  to  work  and  begin  to 
give  out  soup  next  Monday  morning.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Police  tells  me  that  the 
police  buy  meat  cheaper  than  he  can  buy  it,  and 
their  method  gives  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction. 
The  hard  season  is  coming  on ;  any  one  can  see 
that  the  number  of  unemployed  poor  is  very  nu- 
merous now,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  shall 
vote  to  concur. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1G— This  appropriation  is 
made  to  benefit  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  records  show  that  at  the  Chardon-street  Bu- 
reau, where  dinners  are  given  indiscriminately, 
more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  were 
non-residents  of  Boston.  I  do  believe  that  the 
Council  proposes  to  use  this  money:  or  none 
others  than  the  worthy  poor  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  [Mr. 
Sweetser],  I  would  prefer  to  see  this  appropria- 
tion kept  back  and  not  made,  rather  than  to  have 
it  distributed  as  has  been  done  in  former  years. 
I  am  satisfied  that  in  London,  New  York  and  in 
our  own  city  this  free  distribution  js  a  standing 
advertisement  for  the  tramps  and  bummers  to 
come  and  get  soup.  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to 
see  this  whole  sum  turned  over  to  some"charitable 
society  such  as  the  Provident  Institution — I  do 
not  care  which— and  unless  some  other  method  of 
distribution  than  by  the  police  shall  be  agreed  to, 
I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  furnish  a 
good  reason  why  it  should  go  to  the  police.  At 
the  Chardon-street  Bureau  we  find  that  eighty 
per  cent,  were  non-residents;  but  yon  cannot  find 
auy  such  thing  if  you  give  it  to  the  police.  They 
can  ascertain  who  are  residents  and  who  are  not, 
who  are  deserving  and  who  are  unworthy.  One 
gentleman  on  this  committee,  I  know,  would  pre- 
fer to  have  this  money  go  into  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ligious society— and  'although  it  is  a  society  I  am 
in  sympathy  with.  I  think  there  is  a  better  way 
than  that. 

Mr.  Perkins— Is  the  Provident  Institution  a  reli- 
gious society? 

Mr.  Cawley— I  did  not  refer  to  that.  I  think  it  is 
best  to  keep  societies  out  of  it  altogether,  for  if 
you  give  money  to  one  you  will  have  a  hundred 
here  claiming  that  each  one  should  have  an  equal 
portion  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  2  has  reference  to  me.  I  did  make  a 
statement  that  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society 
had  aided  a  great  many,  and  I  believe  today  that 
they  are  as  competent  to  distribute  this  soup  as 
any  one  else  in  Boston,  and  that  they  would  do  as 
much  good  to  poor  folks  in  dispensing  this  soup 
as  any  other  organization  except  the  police.  I 
have  no  fears  that  a  cent  would  be  misapplied  if 
it  w eve  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  7—1  fully  agree  with  mv  col- 
league Mr.  Flynn,  in  what  he  has  just  said;  but  if 
we  keep  up  this  deadlock  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
do  what  we  all  intend  to  do,  and  that  is,  supply 
the  poor  with  what  they  need.  God  knows  it  is 
needed  now,  and  has  been  needed  for  the  past 
two  months.  The  poor  are  suffering  for  want  of 
food,  and  if  we  go  on,  night  after  night,  in  this 
manner,  because  the  Aldermen  do  not  see  fit  to 
concur  with  this  branch,  the  poor  will  get  no  aid. 
There  is  no   reason  why   we   should   not  give  the 


Aldermen  their  wav,  if  the  poor  are  going  to  be 
benefited.  My  opinion  is  that  there  are  some 
members  here  who  do  not  intend  that  the  poor 
shall  be  benefited  by  the  distribution  of  soup,  or 
by  airy  other  means,  this  winter.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  concur  witli  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— The  question  with  me  is, 
whether  these  gentlemen  have  the  right  to  say 
anything  on  this  subject,  as  we  have  full  stom- 
achs; besides,  it  is  near  election  time,  and  per- 
haps this  is  one  of  the  elements  that  will  enter 
into  the  canvass.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  [Mr.  Perkins]  is  a  poor  prophet.  He  stated 
last  week  that  if  we  adhered  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men would  concur.  But  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
-  have  not  done  that.  Now  the  poor  must  be  suffer- 
ing, and  as  long  as  this  ssuiio  i-  appropriated  they 
had  better  have  it— although  it  will  not  do  away 
with  all  the  suffering— and  we  had  better  concur, 
although  I  regret  any  deprecatory  remarks  which 
any  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  have 
made  in  regard  to  members  of  this  Council,  1  think 
the  police  should  know  who  the  tramps  are  and  who 
are  the  poor  people  on  their  beats,  who  are  worthy 
and  who  are  not  worthy  of  assistance;  if  thev  do 
not,  the  Mayor  should  remove  them  at  once  'and 
appoint  competent  men  in  their  places.  As  the 
gentleman  says,  I  do  not  think  it  would.be  well  to 
give  this  money  to  any  charitable  societies,  but  it 
would  be  better  to  do  that  than  not  to  give  any- 
thing, even  if  we  had  to  dispense  with  the  Contin- 
gent Fund  tor  one  year.  I  thmk  we  had  better  re- 
cede, as  I  believe  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  as 
good  judgment  as  any  twelve  men  here. 

The  motion  lo  adhere  was  put  and  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote,  and  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered— 10  for.  29  against.  The  mo- 
tion to  adhere  was  lost— yeas  13,  nays  30. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Crocker,  Flynn,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Sprague,  Sweat.  Sweet- 
ser, Warren,  N.  S.  W  ilbur,  Willcutt— 13. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Boardman,  1-iraekett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burgess,  Caton.  Cawley,  Crowley,  Cudworth, 
Cushman,  Dacey,  Day.  Flatley.  (ioldthwait,  Hicks, 
Kent,  Leach,  Moley,  Noyes,  Pease,  Powers,  Pray, 
Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw.  Sildev,  Thacher,  Train, 
Weston,  Woodward— 30. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams, 
Bearce,  Bent,  Bleiler,  Brown.  Butler,  Collins,  Da- 
vis, Dean.  Denny,  Fuller,  Gordon,  Harriugton, 
Hine,  Hunnewell,  Jennings,  Long,  Martin,  Mc- 
carty, Minor,  Mooned .  Morse.  Page,  Smith,  Wal- 
bridge,  West,  Winston,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  Woods— 30. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — Is  it  necessary  to  make 
a  motion  to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
or  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  it? 

The  President— The  Council  has  voted  substan- 
tially so  recede  from  its  former  vote.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concurrence  in  passing  the  original  or- 
der, with  the  pendu  g  amendments. 

The  amendments  offered  bv  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  and  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Per- 
kins of  Ward  16  were  then  severally  rejected,  and 
the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  original 
order  as  received  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mi'.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  ••Committee  on  Police," 
the  words  "with  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the 
Common  Council."  During  an  interview  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  he  asked  me  why  we  had  not 
made  this  disposition  ot  it,  as  they  were  ready  to 
cooperate  with  the  Committee  on  Police  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government.  That  is  the  reason  I 
now  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  pioper  to 
give  this  branch  of  the  Government  a  representa- 
tion on  the  committee,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Police  in  this 
branch  will  materially  aid  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  seem  to 
think  they  are  entire  masters  of  the  position,;  that 
thev  understand  the  wants  of  the  poor,  anil  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council."  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  on  Police  of  the  Common  Council  are 
very  able  gentlemen,  but  I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  joining  them. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21—1  hope  this  amendment 
vv  ill  prevail,  for  it  seems  tome  to  be  a  very  fair 
compromise  between  the  two  branches.  By  ap- 
pointing the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of 
this  branch,  it  will  give  them  a  voice  in  this  mat- 


(586 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 


ter,  and  when  meeting  these  various 

they  will  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  also  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail,  for  while  in  consultation  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  today, 
he  said  he  will  assent  to  it.  That  will  give  eight 
members  for  the  twelve  station  houses,  and  if  the 
police  are  not  doing  their  duty  the  committee  can 
see  that  they  do. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  I  think  the  order,  as  it  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose. It  is  simply  an  additional  bill  of  expense  to 
have  a  joint  committee.  I  should  rather  feed 
three  Aldermen  than  three  Aldermen  and  five 
Common  Councilmen.  The  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  fully  competent  to  deal 
with  this  question.  We  have  been  dilly-dallying 
with  this  soup  business  long  enough,  and  I  think 
we  had  better  do  something  before  the  year  is 
ended,  and  go  out  of  office  with  living  colors.  If  a 
man  is  hungry,  give  him  something  to  eat,  if  he 
is  a  tramp.  The  Committee  on  Police  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  are  competent  to  attend  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  if  any  gentlemen  desire  to  act  as  volun- 
tceis,  let  them  do  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope   the  amendment 


will  prevail.     I  think  it  comes   with    a   very  good 
grace  from  the  gentleman  on  the  committee  fr 
this  branch  to  whom  the   matter  was  referred.    It 


is  the  most  sensible  and  the  easiest  way  to  get  at 
what  we  desire.  1  see  no  harm  in  adding  the 
Committee  on  Police  of  this  branch,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  settle  it  at  once. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  original 
order  as  thus  amended  was  passed,  in  concur- 
rence, and  sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  head- 
quarters of  I'll  st  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  corner  of  Green  and  Chardon  streets,  and  that 
S450  per  annum  be  allowed  Cor  such  headquarters 
at  Boylston  Hall.  ^Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  :s9, 
nays  3— Messrs.  Crowley,  Dacey  and  N.  S.  Wilbur 
voting  nay. 

COMMUNICATION   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  tires  and  alarms 
for  November— Total  number  of  alarms,  84—  bells 
51,  stills  2(1,  faB-e  I ,  needless  (>;  total  tires,  73;  con- 
fined to  one  building,  71 ;  extended  to  other  build- 
ings, 2;  loss  on  building.  s:;4.541 ;  on  stock.  s:sn/i(«; 
insurance  on  buildings,  S2it;,40i>;  on  stock,  §150,- 
750;  buildings  slightly  damaged,  52;  considerably 
damaged,  13 ;  totally  destroyed,  8.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  presented  the  petition 
of  A.  A.  Gibson  to  be  refunded  a  bill  for  repairs 
of  damages  to  41  Worcester  street,  and  for  the  re- 
setting of  a  stone  to  protect  the  rear  passage.  Re- 
ferred to  Join t  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Woodward  of  Ward  13  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  N.  S.  Wilbur  for  removal  of  restrictions  on 
land  on  East  Springfield  street  purchased  from 
the  city.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  who  were  requested  to  report  whether  ad- 
ditional legislation  is  needed  to  enable  the  city 
to  widen  School  street  on  the  northerly  side,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  (Jeneral  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of 
Boston  to  widen  School  street  on  the  northerly 
side,  between  Washington  and  Ticinont  streets. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— Will  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  ii  form  us  why  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  legislative  authority? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  .7—1  did  not  introduce  the 
order;  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  who  found  that  in  order  to  get  a  titie 
to  the  graveyard  there,  in  case  the  city  should 
vote  to  widen  School  street,  we  must  have  legisla- 
tive authority  to  take  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  ud. 


CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  reports  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cornelius  White 
for  compensation  for  ptrsonal  injuries  received 
on  Warren  avenue,  Charlestown,  and  C.  C.  Geyer 
for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  received  in 
Leverett  street.    Severally  accepted  and  sent  up. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  whereby  the 
report  of  the  joint  special  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  in  connection  with  the  Sudbury 
River  scheme  was  accepted.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  I  had  the  honor  of  suggesting  that 
at  a  future  time,  before  the  proper  committee  and 
in  the  proper  place,  I  should  have  occasion  to 
speak  upon  this  matter.  Thin  is  the  only  time,, 
sir,  that  I  shall  probably  have  to  carry  out 
that  proposition.  I  gave  a  statement  at  the 
last  meeting  with  regard  to  some  facts,  though 
the  very  hasty  reading  of  the  report  then,  of 
course,  gave  me  no  particular  time  to  examine  it 
in  detail  and  specially  to  weigh  its  bearing.  I 
have  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty,  and  I  have 
been  informed  by  many  of  my  friends  and  many 
eminent  citizens  of  Boston,  that  it  is  my  duty— a 
duty  which  1  owe  myself,  my  family,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  (  ouncil  and  the  community— to  state 
the  ground  of  my  objections  to  that  leport,  and  I 
now  propose  to  do  it  as  briefly  as  possible;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  bear  with  vai  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, because  it  is  a  matter  of  some  import  to 
me  and  to  my  future,  and  also  to  those  who  feel 
an  interest  in  me.  I  consider  that  report  a  gross 
libel  upon  me,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  state 
my  reasons,  wdiich  I  intimated  the  other  evening, 
and  which  I  now  shall  present  in  the 
shape  of  an  argument,  if  it  may  be  considered  as 
rising  to  the  dignity  of  an  argument,  though  I 
suppose  it  will  not  lie  so  considered  by  some  here. 
On  the  24th  of  November  1  received  a  note  from 
James  M.  Bugbee,  Clerk  of  Committees,  which 
reads  as  follows : 

"Clerk  of  Committees,        1 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  24, 1874.  J 

Sir— The  joint  special  committee  of  the  City 
Council  appointed  under  the  following  preamble 
and  order,  namely.— [The  preamble  and  order  are 
included  in  the  notice]— will  hold  a  meeting  in  the 
City  Hall  on  Wednesday, Nov.  25th,  at  4y2  o'clock 
P.  M.  You  are  requested  to  be  present  and  fur- 
nish to  the  committee  any  evidence  in  your  pos- 
session relating  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  order. 
I  am,  &c, 

James  M.  Bugbee, 

Clk  of  Com. 

Geo.  A.  Shaw,  Esq." 

I  have  read  the  whole  of  it,  sir.  In  response  to 
that,  Mr.  President,  —  when  irentlemen  get  ready 
to  retire  1  wdl  give  up  and  sit  down, — I  addressed 
the  following 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— I  would  ask,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  a  quorum  is  present? 

The  President  ordered  the  roll  to  be  called  with 
the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Beal,  Boardman,  Brackett, 
Burgess,  Crocker,  Crowley.  Citdwoith,  Cushman, 
Dacey,  Day,  l'lyun,  Goldthuait,  Hicks,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  'Lining,  Molev.  1'eabody,  Pease, 
Powers,  Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Shaw.  'Shcpard, 
Spraguc,  Sweat,  Sweelser,  Thacher,  Warren,  Wes- 
ton, N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woodward— 34. 

The  President— Thirly-fonr  gentlemen  have  an- 
swered to  their  names, "and  a  quorum  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  present.  Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
irom  Ward  5  was  sneaking  when  the  question  was 
raised,  the  Chair  will  take  the  sense  of  those  mem- 
bers here,  whether  or  not  they  prefer  to  remain 
and  wait  for  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Crowley  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil adjourn. 

The  President  —  A  quorum  is  not  present ;  the 
motion  cannot  no  entertained. 

The  question  whether  or  not  those  present 
would  remain  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a 
rising  vote— 13  for,  15  against—  and  was7 so  declared 
by  the  President. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Does  the  action  of  the 
majority  bind  the  minority? 

The  President— There  is  no  Council  present,  and 
the  Chair   dec!  t'cs  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    14,    1874'. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark',  Chairman,  presiding. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

The  petition  of  New  England  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  at  the  corner  of  Milk  and 
Congress  streets  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting.  "No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

A  petition  was  received  for  leave  to  locate  a 
steam  engine  by  (folding  &  Co.  in  Green  Dragon 
Building  on  Washington-street  extension,  and  an 
order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Thursday. 
Dec.  31,  was  passed. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  Charles  Davis,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  by  widening  Hunneman  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Members 
of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  and 
citizens,  remonstrance  against  removal  of  their 
armory  to  East  Boston ,  as  it  would  cause  unnec- 
essary outlay,  which  they  deem  useless  and  inex- 
pedient. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paring.  Broinfield-street 
M.  E.  Church,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from 
the  front  of  said  church. 

Amos  Cutler,  for  a  plank  walk  on  west  side  of 
Columbus  avenue,  between  West  Chester  park 
and  Springfield  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  K.  Wing,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  twenty  additional  horses  on 
Northampton  street. 

Jeremiah  Scannell.  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Grant  street, 
Ward  16. 

William  Devine,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  at  525  Fifth  street. 

E.  W.  Ridgway  et  at.,  remonstrance  against  the 
erection  of  a  stable  by  H.  K.  Wing,  on  Northamp- 
ton street. 

D.  D.  Alexander  et  at.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  wooden  stable  at  525  fifth  street. 

William  H.  Forbes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  Chestnut  street.  Ward 
17. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lanrls.  Sim- 
eon B.  Smith,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  Albany  and  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Jesse  Holbrook, 
for  a  lamp  in  Fessenden  court,  East  Boston. 

THE   PROPOSED  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SOUP. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Lydia  M.  Warner, 
representing  that  the  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  appropriate  money  in  aid  of  the  poor 
was  passed  through  her  efforts  and  asking  that 
she  may  be  heard  by  the  Board  or  a  committee, 
that  tlie  views  of  those  who  caused  the  en- 
actment of  the  law  may  be  understood  and  if 
beneficial  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  this 
charity. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  ot  the 
Poor. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
that  the  committee  give  the  petitioner  a  hear- 
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last  meeting  showed  that  the  "Board  iiad  so  much 
confidence  in  that  committee  that  no  instructions 
would  be  needed,  and  he  preferred  the  reference 
without  instructions. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  and  the  netition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
constructing  seweis  in  I -inwood.  Marcclla  Saw- 
yer, Magazine,  Putnam.  Albany,  Chelsea,  Medford 
streets  and  Harrison  avenue.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Isaac  Jacobs  and  Lemuel  Clark, 


constables,   being  presented  duly  certified,  were 
approved. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  granting  an  additional  location  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  of  an  additional 
track  on  Washington  stieet  (late  Sh.twmut  ave- 
nue), from  Bartlett  street  to  School  street,  in  West 
Roxbury,  niton  certain  conditions.    Passed. 

Order'  to  pay  (ieorge  V.  Weld  et  at.  $0395.76,  for 
Stony  Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Jacob  W.  Server  $51.60.  for  Stony 
Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Order  ito  pay  Ceorge  F.  Weld  et  at.  $460.86,  for 
Stony  Brook  damages.    Passed. 

Order  for  abatement  of  certain  sewer  assess- 
ments on  James  P.  Tolman  and  others.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  a  portion  of  betterment  assessed 
on  estate  of  James  Cheever  for  extension  of 
Washington  street.    lassed. 

Resolves  and  orders  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  widen  Leverett  street  near  Brighton 
street,  at  a  cost  of  $  41,070;  and  to  widen  Shawmut 
avenue  from  Lenox  street  to  Roxbury  street,  at 
a  cost  of  $53,341.65.  Severally  passed— yeas  12, 
nays  0,  and  orders  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  the  means  for  said  widening  passed. 
Severallv  sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  hire  Rogers's 
Wharf,  on  Sixth  street,  f.,r  the  landing  of  paving 
materials,  at  an  annual  rent  of  §1000,  for  five 
yeais.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  certain  abutters  on  Dorches- 
ter-avenue-to  remove  obstructions  fiom  the  front 
of  their  premises  within  thirty  days.    Passed. 

FROM    THE  COMMON    COUNCIL,  FOR  CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  A.  A.  Gibson  and  N.  S.  Wilbur,  re- 
ferred in  concurunce. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  C.  C.  Geyer,  to  be  paid  for  pergonal 
injuries  caused  bv  a  delect  in  Leve>ett  stieet,  and 
of  Cornelius  White,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries caused  by  a  detect  in  Warren  avenue,  Charles- 
town.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  Fi  e  Commi-sioneisonthe  number  ami 
location  of  fires  in  this  city  during  the  last 
month.    Placed  on  tile. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  widen  School  street 
on  its  northerly  side. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  raeuibei  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  what 
is  the  exigency  for  taking  this  action  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  also  the  probable  cost  of  this  im- 
provement, if  it  is  carried  out. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  well  kuown  that 
one  of  the  improvements  to  be  made  in  this  part 
of  the  city  in  connection  with  the  new  post  office, 
is  the  widening  of  School  stieet  tiom  Washington 
to  Tremont  street.  School  street  is  very  narrow ; 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of  travel  there  and 
it  is  increasing  every  year.  The  committee 
have  ascertained  that  it  is  not  within 
the  power  of  the  City  Council  to  widen 
School  street  without  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 
The  stone  church  which  stands  on  tLe  corner  of 
School  and  Tremont  streets  is  tilled  with  vaults 
for  burial  purposes,  and  the  land  on  which  the 
church  would  have  to  be  moved  is  a  burial  ground. 
It  is  rot  within  the  power  ot  the  City  (iovernment 
.  to  take  possession  of  that  burial  ground  without 
an  act  of  the  Legislature.  This  order  is  to  ask  the 
Legislature  for  that  authority  in  case  the  widen- 
ing should  be  deemed  expedient  at  some  future 
time.  There  is  no  question  but  that  School  street 
will  have  to  be  widened  at  some  future  day,  and 
we  should  have  the  authority  to  do  so  when  the 
City  Council  deems  it  expedient.  As  to  the  ex- 
pense, 1  think  no  one  has  made  a  calculation,  as 
we  have  not  gone  far  enough  to  make  an  investi- 
gation of  that  blanch  of  the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
probable  expense  is  one  of  the  first  things  the 
committee  should  consider— whether  it  will  be 
$500,000  or  $1,000,000.  of  course  it  is  very  easy  to 
ask  the  Legislature  for  this  authority.  That  is  the 
entering  wedge,  and  the  city  will  be  partially  com- 
mitted to  the  scheme.  After  that  it  will  lie  bi  ought 
before  the  City  Council,  urged,  and  finally  adopt- 
ed. I  think  we  had  better  look  the  matter  square- 
ly in  the  face  before  we  go  into  it. 
*  Alderman  Worthington— When  the  City  Governs 
inent  seriously  considers  mat  improvement,  the 
exponsi  will  lie  the  first   thing    to    learn.      Lut   I 
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Government  or  the  next  may  take  this  improve- 
ment into  consideration  ;  but  at  present  we  have 
no  authority  to  take  the  burial  ground.  We  know 
that  the  expense  cannot  lie  very  great,  as  the  city 
of  Boston  owns  a  large  part  of  the  land,  and,  be- 
sides the  cost  of  the  land  and  buildings  between 
City  Hall  and  Washington  street,  the  expense 
would  otherwise  be  little  more  than  the  removal 
of  the  church,  including,  perhaps,  compensation 
for  removing  the  vaults  under  the  church. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  Did  this  iniprovementorig- 
inate  in  the  Committee  on  Streets?  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any  petition  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  will  be  remembered 
by  those  who  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
branch,  that  an  order  of  inquiry  on  this  subject 
was  introduced  there  by  a  member,  passed,  and  we 
concurred  in  it.  We 'have  considered  it,  have 
found  that  the  city  has  not  authority  to  make  the 
widening,  and  though!  it   expedient  to  obtain  it. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  «,  whether  or  not  it  would  te  pop- 
ular to  widen  School  street;  else  why  should  we 
have  this  backing  and  tilling  just  on  tl  e  eve  of  an 
election  ?  Let  us  know  just  how  we  stand  on  this 
point. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  a  cheap  kind  of  ar- 
gument for  a  member  of  this  Board  to  use.  I  did 
not  raise  the  question  because  of  the  popularity  or 
unpopularity  of  the  improvement,  or  because  the 
election  is  near  at  liana.  That  is  not  my  way  of 
doing  i he  city's  business.  It  makes  veiy  little 
difference  to  me  whether  a  n  election  occurs  soon  or 
not.  I  merely  raised  the  question  to  ascertain  the 
expense.  If  it  is  going  to  cost  $500,000  or  .31,000.- 
000,  let  us  know'  it.  We  certainly  have  ways 
enough  of  spending  money  in  improvements 
which  are  petitioned  for  without  entering  into 
such  unealle  '-for  schemes  as  this. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wish  to  he  under- 
stood as  not  advocating  the  widening  of  School 
street,  but  as  merely  explaining  why  a  petition  for 
this  authority  should  be  sent  to  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  seriously  doubt  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  the  order  now  before  us.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  expedient  for  this  Government  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to  enable  the 
city  of  Boston  to  widen  School  street  by  taking  a 
portion  of  the  cemetery  until  the  widening  has 
been  fully  discussed  arid  its  desirability  shown. 
I  hardly  think  thrt.  an/  member  of  this  Board 
will  deem  it  expedient,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
city  finances  and  the  general  depression  of  busi- 
ness, to  go  into  any  such  expenditure  during 
the  coming  year.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be 
well  for  us  to  reject  this  order,  and  wait  till  the 
time  comes  when  public  convenience  stienuously 
points  to  the  necessity  tor  widening  this  street, 
and  then  we  can  get  this  authority  from  the  Legis- 
lature: If  we  pass  this  order  it  will  be  witn  ihe 
tacit  understanding  that  we  desire  to  widen  this 
Street  now,  and  I  hardly  think  the  city  in  a  condi- 
tion to  take  any  such  burden,  or  that  it  will  be  for 
some  years  to  come.  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
defeat  this  order. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  I  am  not  advocating  the 
widening  of  School  street.  If  that  subject  should 
come  up  I  probahlv  would  vote  against  it.  I  am 
merely  explaining,  as  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  why  this  order  is  presented. 

Alderman  Cutter— IJo  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  say  that  he  disapproves  of  it?  I  thought 
the  order  was  reported  by  the  committee. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  approve  of  asking 
the  Legislature  for  this  authoi  ity,  but  I  will  state 
that  I  am  at  present  opposed  to  widening  School 
street.  When  we  get  the  authority,  then  the  sub- 
ject can  be  considered  on  its  merit  . 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  Legislature  meets 
every  year,  and  is  in  session  most  of  the  year,  it 
seenis  to  me  that  it  will  be  about  as  well  to  post- 
pone this  matter.  When  the  City  Government  sees 
fit  to  spend  money  for  this  purpose,  then  will  he 
the  tune  to  put  in  an  order  to  get  this  authority. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  we  should  go  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  for  this  authority. 
If  there  is  a  street  in  this  city  that  should  he  wid- 
ened it  is  School  street ;  right  here  in  front  of  City 
Hall  it  is  continually  blocked  up  with  teams,  and 
here  we  are,  this  afternoon,  barking  and  filling, 
and  acting  as  if  this  were  boys' play,  and  we  all 
know  the  street  >  hould  be  widened  'today.  Every 
man  here  knows  that  Tremont  street  should  be 
widened  too,  by  taking  a  piece  off  the  Common, 
but  how  many  are  there  who  will  dare  to  stand  up 
here  and  say  so,  on  the  eve  of  the  election  ?  I  be- 
lieve that  School   street  should   be  widened,  and 


the  Common.  I  would  vote  to  widen  School 
street  today,  and  Tremont  street  too,  and  to  have 
the  thoroughfares  of  this  city  as  they  ought  to  be. 
If  we  are  to  be  a  great  commercial  metropolis  we 
must  have  our  streets  wider  than  nine-feet  cow- 
paths.  We  should  get  this  authority  to  widen 
School  street  by  taking  those  graveyards,  and  we 
should  not  hemate  to  vote  for  it  before  election 
any  more  than  we  would  afterwards. 

Alderhian  Peters— I  am  in  favor  of  widening 
Tremont  street  by  cutting  off  the  Common,  be- 
cause it  will  not  cause  any  expense.  But  when 
you  talk  about  widening  a  street  which  is  wide 
enough  to  allow  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  to 
leave  his  horse  standing  two  hours  a  day,  that  is  a 
different  thing. 

Alderman  Hall— I  suppose  I  should  apologize  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  for  that,  but  I  am 
very  busy  just  before  election. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence. 

The  order  passed'  by  this  Board  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police  to  provide  soup  for  the  poor  at  the 
several  police  stations  came  up  with  an  amend- 
ment to  join  to  said  committee  the  members  of 
the  Police  Committee  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  former  action  because  I  think  this  would 
place  the  matter  in  not  as  good  a  form  as  it  would 
to  have  had  a  joint  special  coniinittei  appointed. 
Therefore  ITiope  we  shall  vote  to  adhere. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  1,  that  it  is  best  to  adhere.  If  the  or- 
der was  right  at  first,  it  is  right  now,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  should  have  the  management  of 
the  distribution  of  this  soup. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment, 
and  the  order  was  sent  down. 

WIDENING  OF  PLEASANT    STREET,  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special   assignment,  viz. ; 
Resolve    and   order    to  widen    Pleasant  street, 
Chailestown,  on  estate   of    F.  B.  Austin,  at.  a  cost 
of  S15.542.50.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports,  and  reports  with  orders,vas  fol- 
lows: 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  .lames  Curtin  and  John  Spil- 
lane  et  al.  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Ben- 
nington street.    Severally  accepted. 

Schedules  of  assessments  of  sidewalks  on  Silver 
street  from  D  to  I1',  and  from  0  to  1),  and  of  edge- 
stones  in  BoyNton,  School  and  Washington  streets 
Ward  17,  and  Foster  street,  Ward  10,  with  orders 
for  the  proportionate  assessment,  and  collection 
of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  'I  hat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Church  street  between  Bowdoin 
and  Adams  streets.  Ward  16,  to  the  established 
grade.    Estimated  cost,  $5000. 

Bead  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  area  included  between  Wa- 
ter, Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  Post-office  square,  and  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  place 
street  signs  upon  and  number  said  square. 

Read  once. 

PROJECTING   BUILDING  TO  BE  REMOVED. 
Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  owner  or  agent  of  the  tmilding  on  the 
corner  of  Reed   and   Northampton   streets  to  re- 
move forthwith  the  portion  of  said  building  which 
projects  over  the  line  of   the  public  street,  and  in 
case  of  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do  within   ten  days 
from  the  date  hereof,  the  Chief  of  P(  lice  is  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  cut  off  and  remove  the 
same. 
Passed. 

CLAIMS. 
Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Joseph  Hatch  for  com- 
pensation for  damages  to  his  horse  and  vehicle  on 
Parker  street,  near  Heath  stree'.  Severally  ac- 
cepted and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Billiard  License  Rene  wed— Louis  Sommers,  1038 
Tremont  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Albert  T.  Abbot, 
<ifi:i  Washington  street. 
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Hack  License  Refused— John  T.  Murray,  705 
Tremont  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Transferred— Xos.  1813,  3152  and 
184(1  respectively  to  George  W.  Goodwin,  Little- 
field  &  Co.  and  "Hilton  &  Sons. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— S.  W.  Bowker,  Minot 
and  Leverert  streets;  John  Mooney,  99  Vinelaud 
street. 

Victuallers  Licenses  Granted — Amos  F.  Pren- 
tice, North  Brighton;  Mrs.  E.  Mansfield,  1816 
■Washington  stieet;  James  C'ahill,  78  Merrimao 
street;  Brett  &  Ames,  5  Havward  place;  D.  O. 
Bacon  &  Co.,  29  Bovlston  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refu  ed— John  F.  Griffin, 
79  Puts  street;  John  McCormick,  98  Sumner 
street. 

Innholder's  License  refused— Lewis  A.  Hoke,  9 
Perry  street  and  9  Ashland  place. 

Severally  accepted. 

SWETT-STEEET  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  as  follows : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  resolve  and  order  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
widening  and  extension  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany stieet  to  Dorchester  avenue,  having  care- 
fully con-  idered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report:  Swett  street,  as  at  pres- 
ent laid  out,  is  about  forty-five  feet  in  width  and 
extends  from  Albany  street,  to  Gerard  street— a  dis- 
tance of  about  seven  hundred  feet.  The  planof  im- 
provement presented  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
provides  for  widening  the  old  street  to  sixty  feet, 
and  extending  it  in  a  straight  line  to  Dorche^er 
avenue,  at  the  intersection  of  Dorchester  street 
and  Boston  sn-eet,  a  distance  of  about  4700  feet. 
The  general  grade  of  the  new  street,  as  shown  on 
the  plan  of  the  City  Surveyor,is  eighteen  feetabove 
mean  low  water,  except  where  it  approaches  and 
passes  under  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad.  The 
lowest  grade  under  the  railroad  bridge  is  fourteen 
feet.  The  act  of  the  Legislature  [1874,  chapter  387] 
provides  that  the  streetshaU  rotcrossthe  railroad 
at  grade.  Although  this  lequirement  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  expense  of  building  the  street, 
the  public  safety  and  convenience  demand  it  in 
establishing  such  an  important  thoioughfare  as 
this.  The  present  grade  of  the  railroad,  at  the 
point  where  it  will  pass  over  the  street,  is  sixteen 
feet. 

It  is  desirable,  of  course,  that  highways  should 
pass  over  raihoa  Is  wherever  it  is  practicable.  Tn 
this  case  tin'  crossing  at  high  grade  would  neces- 
sitate raising  the  street  to  grade  thiity-seven  at 
the  bridge:  and  all  the  partie-  interested  agree  in 
the  opinion  that  the  low  grade  is  the  only  practi- 
cable one. 

The  estimates  for  laying  out  and  building  the 
street,  as  made  up  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
and  the  City  Engineer,  are  as  follows: 
For  filling  Swett  street  (including  slopes),  23,000 

squares,  at  ?U S138,000 

Rip-rap  wall  north  side,  west  of  railroadbridge), 

loot'  square  Yards,  at  SI. SO 2,400 

Displacement"  of  tide   water.  39,000  cubic  yards, 

at  37',  eents 14,625 

For  filling  to  raise  the  urade  uf  the  Hartford    & 

Erie  Kailroad    iuelttdiuu  siope„>.  1. ii.tioo squares, 

atS5 65,000 

Rip-rap   wall,   for    raising  railroad,  5000  square 

\  aids,  at  SI. 50 7,500 

Displacement  ot  tide  water  ou  account  of  raising 

railroad,  17, 0( uhic-  yards 6,375 

Railroad  bridre  over  Swett  street 20,227 

Estimate  ot  land  damages 117,540 

Wooilen  sluiceway  meter  Swett  street 9,789 

Paving,  or    macadamizing,  setting  edgestones, 

fencing,  etc 87,600 

Total  estimates 9475,056 

The  owners  of  unoccupied  lands  and  flats 
through  which  the  street  is  extended  ha\e  shown, 
from  the  beginning,  a  disposition  to  cooperate 
heartily  with  the  cityiu  carrying  out  the  improve- 
ment. They  offered  to  give  the  lands  and  flats 
taken  from 'their  several  estates  for  the  widening 
and  extension  of  the  street,  and  release  all  grade 
damages,  including  the  right  to  slope  the  filliim- 
en  their  lands  ;  and,  as  it  was  somewhat  doubtful 
whether  the  city  would  be  able  to  collect  better- 
ments from  a  poition,at  least,  of  the  abutters, 
they  also  agreed  to  contribute,  towards  the  build- 
ing ot  the  street,  such  an  amount  as  the  Street 
Commissioners  might  decide  to  be  just  and  equi- 
table. 

At  the  request  of  your  committee  the  commis- 
sioners  prepared    a    statement   of  the    amounts 


which,  in  their  opinion,  should  be  paid  by  these 
abutters  who  had  given  their  lands  and  released 
giade  damages,  and  by  others  who  were  inter- 
ested m  the  improvement,  but  who  were  not  abut- 
ters on  the  street  and  not  liable  to  assessment  un- 
der the  betterment  law.  These  parties  have  sev- 
erally signified  their  willingness  to  contribute  the 
sums  designated -the  whole  amounting  to  SUO.00O. 
The  estimated  value  of  laid  damages  released  is 
S3m,s:ii.44 — making  the  total  amount  contributed 
in  this  way  §99,891.44.  The  necessary  papers  to 
make  the  arrangement  binding  will  be  signed  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
In  addition  "to  this  contribution  the  city  will  obtain 
a  considerable  amount  from  other  abutters  by  as- 
sessments in  the  usual  way  after  the  street  is  "laid 
out  and  opened  to  public  travel. 

The  necessity  of  providing  better  facilities  for 
communication  between  South  Bosfn  and  Rox- 
bury  has  long  been  recognized,  and  a  stieet  would 
have  been  laid  out  years  ago  had  it  not  been  for 
the  onerous  requirements  of  the  State  in  regard  to 
building  a  pile  structure  over  South  Bay.  Under 
the  act 'passed  last  winter,  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners have  approved  plans  by  which  the  expense 
of  construction  hi  tide   waters  is  reduced  to  the 


The  times  are  peculiarly  favorable  to  the 
consummation  of  this  great  public  improvement 
upon  terms  the  most' advantageous  to  the  city. 
No  one  doubt-  that  this  thoroughfare  is  greatly- 
needed  for  the  public  convenience  at  this  time", 
and  that  it  must  be  built  in  a  very  few  years  if  not 
now.  The  individuals  most  larg:  ly  benefited  have 
met  the  city  in  a  very  liberal  spirit.  If  the  work 
is  delayed  the  land  damages  and  the  cost  of  grad- 


mend  the  City  Council  to  concur  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and 
order;  and  they  would  also  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order  to  provide  the 
means. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  T.  Clakk,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  widening  and  extending  Swett  street,  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  estimates  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers and  the  City  Engineer. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Jo;nt  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  lespectfully  dissents  from  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority  in  relation  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street,  and  begs  leave  to  state 
his  rea-ons  therefor.  The  present  financial  con- 
dition of  the  city  is  such  that  the  Government 
would  not  be  justified  in  entering  upon  any  new 
and  expensive  undertaking  unless  it  was  clearly 
shown  that  the  public  interests  would  suffer  by 
delay.  In  the  case  now  under  consideration  no 
such  exigency  exists.  The  amount  of  travel 
which  would  be  accommodated  by  the  proposed 
new  street  would  be  very  small  for  many 
years  to  come.  We  are  called  upon  to  add  to 
our  already  heavy  burdens  for  the  pui  pose  of  pro- 
viding for  a  condition  of  thiugs  in  the  future 
which  may  never  exist.  But  admitting  that  the 
territory  through  which  this  stieet  is  laid  out  will 
in  time  be  occupied  for  business  purposes,  or  for 
dwelling  houses,  and  that  a  thoroughfare  similar 
to  the  one  proposed  will  be  required,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  delay  will  atld  to  the  expense 
on  the  part  of  the  city.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  more 
likely  that  it  will  be  "reduced  thereby'  The  first 
cost  of  the  improvement  may  bo  placed  in  round 
numbers  at  half  a  million  dollars,  and  the  city- 
would  inevitably  be  in  olved  in  other  expense's 
growing  out  of  it.  The  benefit,  for  the  present  at 
least,  would  inure  mainly  to  the  owners  of  the  un- 
occupied lands  and  flats  adjoining,  and  their 
proposition  to  contribute  one-fifth  of  the  first  cost 
cannot  under  the  circumstances  be  characterized 
as  a  liberal  one.  The  construction  of  this  street 
will  give  a  definite  market  value  to  that  which  is 
now  practically  valueless.  Delay  on  the  part  of 
the  city,  instead  of  causing  these  interested  par- 
ties to  withdraw  their  offer,  will  probably  lead 
them,  and  should  lead  them,  to  offer  greater  in- 
ducements towards  carrying  out  the  improve- 
ment. If  the  street  is  to'be'laid  out  at  this  time 
in  advance  of  the  immediate  necessities  of  public 
travel,  there  i>  no  reason  why  it  should  notcross 
the  Hartford  &  Eric  Railroad  at  grade.  There  are 
numerous  railroad  eros-ingsat  grade  m  the  busiest 
streets  m  the  city;  and  the  proposition  to  raise 
the  roadbed  of  the  rail  way  and  build  a  bridge  at 
an  expense  of  over  $100,000,  for  the  alleged   pur- 
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pose  of  accommodating  the  comparatively  small 
amount  of  travel  through  this  street,  is  the  most 
extravagant  ever  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
By  the  time  the  street  becomes  of  any  practical 
value  the  railroad  maybe  discontinued  or  its  lo- 
cation chanced ;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  quite 
as  inconvient  and  dangerous  to  pass  under  a  rail- 
road as  it  is  to  cross  it  at  grade.  If  the  subject 
was  properly  presented  to  the  Legislature  the  city 
would  undoubtedly  be  relieved  from  this  great 
expense. 

In  every  view  of  the  case,  therefore,  it  appears 
to  be  inexpedient  tor  fie  city  to  concur  with  the 
Street  Commissioners  at  this  tune,  and  the  under- 
signed would  recommend  that  the  whole  subject 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Cyrus  A.  Page. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Harris. 

DAVIS-STREET   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Hoard,  submitted  an  order  to 
pay  Martin  Lennon  871.87  for  land  taken  and  dam- 
ages caused  ,iy  the  widening  of  Davis  street,  near 
Albany  street!  by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
Roxbury  in  1867.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

INDICES  FOR  SUFFOLK  DEEDS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  make  sin  h  arrangements 
with  the  Register  of  Deeds  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient for  tin- preparation  of  the  classified  in- 
dices  to  the  Suitclk  Heeds  for  the  year  1S75,  includ- 
ing attachments  and  mechanics'  liens, and  also  an 
index  to  the  sales  of  real  estate  for  taxes,  or  for 
sewerage,  betterment  and  other  assessments,  and 
to  plans  filed  in  the  registry  during  that  time— the 
expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  82800.  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  fot  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

■WIDENING  OF  BOWDOIN  STREET,  WARD  16. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 

Streets,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that 
the  City  Council  pass  in  concurrence  with  the 
Street  Commissioners  the  resolve  and  order  [City 
Doc.  100}  for  the  widening  of  Bowdoin  street  be- 
tween Adams  and  Washington  str;  ets,  at  an  esti- 
mated exjiense  of  820,0'.m.8'.i;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolve 
and  order  were  passed  and  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Wortbington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
port" on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows : 

In  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  oilman  &  Che- 
ney, 47  to  61  Medford  sticet,  for  four  additional 
horses;  Michael  Eagan,  North  Beacon  street. 
Ward  111,  for  four  additional  horses;  Nelson  Down- 
ing, Fruit  street,  Ward  3,  for  two  additional 
horses. 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 
of  Thonas  Doole"v,5t.i(i  Dorchester  avenue;  Thomas 
Eager,  Washington  street,  Ward  16;  J.  H.  Wig- 
gletworth.  Fifth  street,  near  O,  for  two  additional 
horses. 

Also  report  m  favor  of  granting  a  permit  to 
Charles  Roberts  to  construct  a  cellar  below  grade 
on  Friend  street,  near  Traverse.street,  for  storage 
purposes. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  representing  that  n  >  further 
action  is  necessary  on  the  petitions  of  J.  C.  Dodge 
et  al.  for  a  gas  lamp  on  Monument  court,  Charles- 
town,  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner  having  been 
granted;  andon  petition  of  Leander  H.Jones, 
that  Foundry  court  be  lighted  with  gas,  the 
lamps  having  been  located  as  far  as  the  mains  are 
laid.    Severally  accepted. 

DRAKE'S  HISTORY  OF  BOSTON  RELINQUISHED. 
Alderman  Power  presented  the  following: 
"./units  l'oirrr,  /i'w/.,  < 'lininintii  of  l.hr  Cominit- 
!.<■<■  on  I'rinliiK/  nflhr  Ciln  of, /loslon. :  Hear  Sir- 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1872.  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  by  yourself  on  behalf  of  the  city  and  myself 
for  continuing  the  history  of  Boston.  Soon  after 
this  agreement  I  had  a  period  of  rather  serious 
illness,  which  incapacitated  me  for  several 
months    from    mental   labor.    After  I  was  in  a 


measure  restored,  affairs  of  business  required  all 
of  my  time,  my  circumstances  not  admitting  it  to 
be  neglected.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  had 
prepared  two  or  three  chapters  of  the  work.  It  is 
with  much  regret  I  feel  compelled  to  relinquish  it, 
feeling  too  much  the  infirmities  of  age  to  attempt 
its  continuance,  with  a  business  superadded  on 
which  I  am  dependent.  With  a  due  appreciation 
of  your  kind  agency  in  the  matter,  1  beg  leave  to 
subsciibe  myself,  Very  respectfully,  yours, 
Samuel  G.  Drake." 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  that  some  of  the. 
members  of  this  Board  will  remember  that  the 
city  appropriated  the -Him  of  85000  to  enable  Mr. 
Drake  to  continue  the  compilation  of  the  history 
of  the  city  of  Boston  which  he  had  been  engaged 
upon,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  by  myself, 
representing  the  city,  with  Mr.  Drake.  It  appears 
now  that  he  is  unable  to  carry  out  the  contract.  I 
move  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  communication 
was  sent  down. 

BOSTON  WATER  POWER   COMPANY'S  IMPROVE- 
MENTS ON  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  tollow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Wa- 
ter Power  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Munson, 
for  the  payment  of  an  instalment  under  the  con- 
tract with  the  city  for  the  construction  of  certain 
streets  on  the  Hack  Bay,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  orders. 

For  the  committee. 

John  T.  Clark, 

Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City  Council,  by  an  order  passed 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  to 
pay  Norman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  #300,000  in  case 
he  would  construct,  or  cause  to  be  constructed, 
within  two  year-',  and  graded  to  an  elevation  of 
not  less  th  in  eighteen  feet  above  mean  low  water, 
the  following-named  streets  and  avenues:  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  200  feet  wide,  from  Exeter 
street  to  its  junction  with  the  propose.-l  extension 
of  West  Chester-park  sticet;  Huntington  avenue, 
lOOfeet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  West  Chester-park  street  from  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Beacon  street; 
and  would  convey,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  said 
avenues  and  street  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
would  release,  or  procure  to  be  released,  to  the 
city,  all  claims  by  all  per-ons  affected  thereby  for 
d  images  on  account  of  the  grading  of  said  avenues 
and  st'-eet,  and  also  would  do  certain  other  things 
named  in  the  said  order;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  accepted 
said  proposition  of  the  City  Council,  and  executed 
the  proper  papers  obligating  himself  to  carry  the 
same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  carried,  into  effect; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  has 
assigned  to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  all 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  the  said  agree- 
ment with  the  city  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Water  Power  Company  has 
partly  completed  the  work  to  be  performed  under 
the  said  contract  and  has  applied  to  the  city  for 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  full  amount  which 
the  city  agreed  to  pay  upon  the  completion  of  the 
work;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets' be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  whenever  the  said  company  conveys  or 
causes  to  be  conveyed  to  the  city,  in  a  form  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor,  the  fee  of  not  less 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  territory  underlying 
the  said  street  and  avenues  within  the  limits 
named  in  the  said  contract,  and  fills  the  portion 
of  s  lid  street  and  avenues  so  conveyed  to  the 
grade  required  by  said  contract,  and  in  all  other 
respects  complies  with  the  lequiicmcnts  of  said 
contract  so  far  as  relates  to  the  portions  so  con- 
veyed; but  such  payment  shall  not  be  construed 
as  releasing  the  said  Munson  or  the  said  Water 
Power  Company  from  any  of  the  stipulations  or 
provisions  in  Hie  said  contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
to  enable  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  Laying  out  and  Widening  Streets, 
to  pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum 
of  82(io,ooo,  being  an  instalment  of  the  amount  to 
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be  paid  under  the  contract  for  filling,  and  con- 
veying- to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 
Read  once,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  be 
pr.nted  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  who,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  included  the 
contract  between  the  city  and  Mr.  Monson  in  the 
motion  to  print. 

SPECIAL  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters,  it  was  ordered 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday 
next,  17th  instant,  at  12  M.,  and  that  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  returns  of 
the  municipal  election  to  be  held  tomorrow. 
Aldermen  Peters,  Cutter  and  Bigelow  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

GENERAL  BUTLER'S  OFFER  OF  SUDBURY  RIVER- 

Alderman  Hall  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which,  at  the  list  meeting,  the  communication 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  stating  the  re- 
fusal of  the  mill  owners  on  Sudbury  and  Concord 
rivers  to  agree  to  any  diversion  of  Sudbury  River 
.  into  Lake  Cochituate,  was  sent  down  to  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  we  shall  hear  some 
reason  for  a  reconsideration  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Hall— Some  time  ago  I  presented  a 
communication  from  General  Butler  tendering  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  its  present  emergency,  the 
use  of  Sudbury  Rivet ,  without  any  claim  of  dam- 
age from  the  mill  owners.  That  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water, 
and  by  them  referred  to  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  who  have  encirely  ignored  General  Butler 
in  this  matter,  and  sent  a  communication  to  each 
and  every  one  of  the  mill  owners,  though  of  what 
nature  I  am  unable  to  find  out  as  yet.  I  have 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Water  Board  and  the 
City  Clerk  for  a  copy  of  that  communication,  but 
up  to  the  present  time  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
out  what  sort  of  a  communication  was  sent  to  the 
mill  owners.  For  the  purpose  of  finding  out  what 
that  communication  was,  and  in  what  position  it 
proposed  to  place  the  mill  owners,  aud  to  place 
the  position  of  Geueral  Butler  fairly  before  the 
public.  I  have  moved  this  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Committee  ou  Water,  or  the  Water  Board,  have 
ignored  General  Butler  in  the  least  in  this  matter. 
The  communication  was  presented  to  the  City 
Council  and  by  them  referred  to  the  Committee 
ot>  Water,  who,  after  due  consideration,  reported 
back  an  order  giving  authority  to  the  Water 
Board  to  obtain  from  the  mill  owners,  for  whom 
General  Butler  represented  that  he  was  authorized 
to  speak,  their  consent  to  his  pioposition.  The 
Water  Board  immediately  sent  an  agent  to  the 
various  mill  owners,  with  the  original  letter  of 
General  Butler  beating  this  indorsement: 

"The  undersigned  severally  ratify  and  confirm 
the  foregoing  oiler  made   oy  General  B.  F.  Butler 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  undersigned. 
Nov.  23, 1874." 

Not  one  of  the  mill  owners  was  willing  to  sign 
the  offer  made  by  General  Butler  at  the  time  it 
was  presented  to  them,  and  they  did  not  distinctly 
state  that  General  Butler  was  authorized  to  make 
such  an  offer. 

Alderman  Hall— Did  you  not  state  that  they  did 
distinctly  state  to  your  agent  that  they  did  author- 
ize General  Butler  to  make  that  proposition?  Let 
us  have  it ;  yes  or  no  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  statement  I  made  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  mill  owners  were  aware  of 
the  tender  which  General  Butler  made  in  their 
behalf,  but  some  of  them  intimated  in  very  strong 
language  that  it  was  a  piece  of  assurance  on  the 
part  of  General  Butler  to  make  the  proposition  iu 
such  strong  terms  as  he  hail,  and  for  the  present 
they  should  object  to  ratifying  it,  but  if,  during 
the  winter,  the  city  of  Boston  should 
find  itself  out  of  water,  they  might  possibly 
consent  to  the  water  being  turned  into 
Lake  Cochituate.  That  is  the  way  the  matter 
stands  to  lay.  It  should  be  home  in' mind  that  a 
portion  of  the  mills  are  run  by  water  power  en- 
tirely, and  when  thev  found  that  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton could,  at  a  considerable  expense,  pump  water 
for  a  few  weeks,  they  said  they  rather  preferred 
that  the  city  should  bear  it  than  that  they  should 
have  to  put  in  steam.  All  the  parties  were  seen, 
witQ  one  exception,  and  no  one  of  them  has 
signified  a  willingness  to  sign  the  proposition 
made  by  General  Butler.  Meantime  the  water  in 
Lake  Cochituate  is  becoming  rapidly  reduced; 
the  lake  showed  a  fall  of  two   inches  this  morn- 


ing, leaving  us  with  only  thirty  days'  consump- 
tion for  the  city,  so  that  unless  we  have  rain  or 
take  the  Sudbury  River  the  citizens  will  be  placed 
on  a  very  short  allowance  after  a  few  weeks. 

Alderman  Hall— By  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  Common  Council  1  see  the  explanation 
given  by  Mr.  Pease,  on  Nov.  10,  who  states  the 
tacts  as' I  presume  they  were— 

"The  communication  from  General  Butler,  in 
behalf  of  certain  mill  owners  using  the  water  of 
Sudbury  River,  was  presented  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen late  Monday  evening  and  by  them  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Water.  At  nine 
o'clock  Tuesday  morning  a  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Mayor's  office,  at  which  were  pre- ent  his  Hon- 
or the  Mavoi,the  City  Solicitor,  the  City  Engineer, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Committee.  The 
generous  offer  of  General  Butler  was  carefully 
considered,  the  City  Solicitor  giving  his  opinion 
that  there  was  no  legal  objection  to  accepting  the 
offer." 

The  City  Solicitor  is  considered  the  legal  author- 
ity of  this  city  on  water,  and  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  this  ooinion,  and  the  Water  Board  desire 
to  accept  General  Butler's  offer,  why  do  they 
seek  to  get  other  authority?  If  General  Butler  is 
financially  sound  that  proposition  is  good,  and 
why  do  you  seek  for  more?  The  mill  owners  did 
not  state  exactly  what  the  gentleman  has  said, 
but  they  did  state  substantially  that  they  did  au- 
thorize General  Butler  to  make  this  proposition. 
The  fact  is  General  Butler  did  tender  the  water 
for  the  mill  owner-,  and  the  city  of  Boston  had  au- 
thority to  take  that  water.  We  could  have  taken 
Sudbury  River  and  had  an  abundai  ce  of  water 
now.  That  is  the  fact.  I  am  ready  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  General  Butler  and  turn  that  water 
on.  Every  man  knows  that  was  sufficient  authori- 
ty for  it,  and  why  do  yu  vac  Hate  about  it?  There 
is  an  abundance  of  water  in  the  river  today.  The 
stieam  rises  very  quickly  after  a  rain.  Why  then 
this  communication  to  the  mill  owners?  It  is  to 
hurl  back  to  General  Butler  the  charge  that  he 
could  not  be  trusted  to  do  a  gracious  act.  Gentle- 
men, you  will  have  to  take  the  Sudbury  water, 
and  you  will  have  to  pay  General  Butler  for  doing- 
it.  Here  was  a  gracious  offer  to  the  city  in  its 
emergency  by  General  Butler,  and  why  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  decent  did  you  not  consult  him 
about  it,  and  not  go  outside  of  his  proposition  and 
entirely  ignore  the  man  who  made  the  offer  in 
good  faith?  He  has  full  authority  to  make  such 
an  offei.  He  owns  more  than  half  the  mill  privi- 
leges on  that  river,  and  when  you  seize  that  water 
you  will  have  to  pay  him  for  a  large  part  of  it. 
There  is  no  use  dodging  round  this  question  be- 
cause it  comes  from  a  man  whom  it  is  popular 
just  now  to  ienoie.  We  are  here  to  legislate 
for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  why  do  we  not  do  it, 
and  not  act  in  everything  like  mere  poli- 
ticians? We  need  that  water.  General  Butler 
has  made  us  a  free  oiler  of  it,  anil  why  did  not  the 
Water  Board  take  it?  The  offer  was  not  accept- 
ed simply  because  it  wa^  made  by  a  man  whose 
cause  it  is  not  now  popular  to  espouse.  In  the 
name  of  all  that  is  decent,  is  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  try  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  "a  mag- 
nanimous proportion,  while  at  the  same  time  ut- 
terly ignoring  the  man  who  made  it?  And  could 
the  mill  owners  be  expected  to  sign  any  and  every 
paper  seut  to  them  without  consult  at. on  with  their 
counsel? 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  true  that  Mr.  Healy 
said  there  is  no  objection  to  accepting  the  propo- 
sition ;  but  he  al-o  said  it  would   be   necessary  for 


eral  Butler— that  while  General  Butler' 

food,  so  far  as  the  mills  he  represented,  it  would 
e  necessary  to  save  the  city  harmless  for  the 
other  mill  owners  interested  n't  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River  to  sign  the  ageement.  That,  I  believe, 
is  a  fair  statement  of  the  whole  matter. 

Alderman  Hall — In  regard  to  this  communica- 
tion from  General  Butler:  After  tendering  this  wa- 
ter on  behalf  of  several  mill  owners,  he  says  fur- 
ther, "I  have  authority  to  make  this  communica- 
tion," and  "I  speak  authoritatively  for  the  mill 
owners."  He  covers  all  the  ground.  The  City  So- 
licitor decided  that  if  General  Butler  is  financially 
sound  and  reliable,  that  proposition  was  good.  It 
is  no  more  nor  less  than  a  slur  at  Genet al  Butler 
to  go  behind  him  and  attempt  to  get  other  author- 
ity without  first  consulting  him  who  made  the  of- 
fer. Furthermore,  I  communicated  with  Geueral 
Butler  on  this  subject.  1  sent  him  a  copy  of  this 
communication  from  the  Water  Board,  and  in  re- 
ply I  received  this  despatch  : 
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"Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  13, 1874. 

To  Hon.  A.  J.  Hall— Copy  of  report  has  just 
come  to  hand.  See  my  letter  to  Dean.  Was  away 
from  Washington  when  your  telegram  came. 

Behj.  F.  Btjtleb." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  move  that  this  motion  tj  re- 
consider may  be  laid  on  the  table  until  I  can  get 
this  communication  in  writing  from  the  Water 
Board  to  see  just  how  the  matter  stands. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  HORSE-CAB  BLOCKADE. 

Alderman  Peters  offered  the  following,  saying 
that  as  it  was  very  important  and  urgent",  he 
should  move  that  it  take  its  -eeond  leading: 

Ordered,  That  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  l'rescott 
he  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  plan  to  re- 
lieve Tremont  and  Washington  streets  of  the 
blocks  which  daily  occur  therein,  paying  due  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  the  public  to'  be  conveyed 
through  said  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  move  that  order  he  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Peters— That  opens  the  door  for  a 
few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  proposed  reference 
to  the  committee.  As  one  of  that  committee,  I 
offered  that  order  because  we  have  several  times 
tried  to  report  an  acceptable  plan,  but  every  order 
we  have  introduced  has  been  d<  feared  by  the  mas- 
sive mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward'  8  [Alder- 
man Steboins]  and  the  fluent  eloquence  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Alderman  Prescott].  H 
they  should  show  a  comprehensive  grasp  0f  the 
requirements  of  the  future  by  reporting  an  order 
to  widen  Tremont  and  Boylston  streets  by  .cut- 
ting twenty  feet  from  the  Common,  between 
Park-street  Church  aud  Park  square,  I  can 
suggest  a  way  tp  make  the  Common  larger 
than  it  is  now',  and  that  is  by  removing  the  bodies 
now  lying  in  the  burying  grouud  on  the  Com- 
mon, where  they  have  been  harassed  enough. 
By  doing  that  we"  shall  afford  a  larger  breathing 
ground  for  the  who]  i  city,  and  the  dead  bodies 
can  be  consigned  to  peaceful  repose  at  Mount 
Hope,.  There  is  a  precedent  for  this.  Forty  years 
ago  that  burial  ground  extended  to  Boylston 
street,  and  the  tombs  were  removed  to  make  a 
pleasure  ground,  which  is  now  the  Boylston.street 
mall. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Accepting  the  suggestions 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  IT  in  good  faith,  I  offer 
a  resolve  which  1  ask  may  be  read  before  the  or- 
der at  present  under  consideration  is  a- ted  upon. 

Alderman  Peters— As  the  question  is  oh  giving 
the  order  a  second  reading,  1  should  object  to  the 
in  tic  nl  union  of  another  until  a  voir  i--  taken. 

The  Chairman  reminded  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  that  the  question  was  on  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  intended  this  as  a  joke  or 
not,  as  the  Board  has  nospeeial  busine-s  before  it. 
But  I  offered  this  resolve  in  good  faith,  as  my 
contribution  towards  the  solution  of  this  very  dif- 
ficult question  of  relieving  Tremont  and  Washing- 
ton streets  from  the  blocks  of  horse  cars  and 
teams.  I  hope  the  first  order  will  not  be  passed, 
but  that  the  resolve  may  be  read  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Peters— I  make  no  objection  ;  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  it  read. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  (offered  bv 
Alderman  Stebbins): 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  afford  some  relief  for  the 
crowded  condition  of  Tremont  and  Washington 
streets,  it  is  therefore  hereby 

Resolved,  fhat  an  additional  location  should  be 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  of 
a  single  track  from  Summer  street  tlnough  Haw- 
ley  and  Milk  streets  to  their  present  location  on 
Washington  street,  with  the  necessary  curves  and 
connections,  and  said  railroad  corporation  is  re- 
quested to  make  application  to  this  Board  for  said 
location. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  completion  ol  the  lore- 
going  locations  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board, 
recommended  that  one-half  in  number  of  the 
South  Bo- ton  Railroad  cars  shall  leave  their  pres- 
ent track  at  Kingston  street,  and  pass  through 
Kingston,  Summer,  Hawley,  Milk,  Washington 
and  Essex  streets  to  their  .present  outward  route 
—and  that  the  other  half  in  number  of  said  cars 
shall  use  their  present  route  via  Cornhill  and 
Washington  street,  down  Summer  and  Chauncy 
streets,  through  Harrison  avenue  and  Beach  street. 

The  cars  of  the  Metropolitan  Hailioad,  from 
Brooklino  and  Jamaica  Plain,  shall  pass  on   enter- 


ing the  city  through  Eliot  and  Washington  streets 
no  farther  north  than  Boylston  street,  and  shall 
return  through  Tremont  'street.  The  c  irs  from 
Forest  Hills,  Dorchester  and  Upham's  Corner 
shall  pass  no  farther  north  than  Boylston  street, 
and  shall  return  through  Tremont  and  Dover 
streets. 

The  Egleston  square  and  Norfolk  House  cars 
shall  pass  no  farther  north  than  Temple  place, 
and  shall  return  through  said  place,  Washington, 
Boylston,  Tremont  and  Dover  streets,  or  via  Tem- 
ple place,  Washington  and  Essex  streets,  through 
Harrison  avenue,  Dover  and  Washington  streets. 
The  Tremont-street,  Lenox-street,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Beacon-street,  West  End,  Depot,  Chelsea  and  East 
Boston  Ferry  lines  shall  occupy  their  present  loca- 
tions, except  that  one-half  in  number  of  all  the 
cars  on  said  lines  which  run  to  the  West  End,  the 
depots  or  ferries,  shall  return  via  Washington  anil 
Essex  streets. 

All  the  Highland  Street  Railroad  cars  shall  pass 
down  Tremont  street  to  Temple  place,  and  retiuai 
through  Temple  place,  Washington  and  Boylston 
streets;  provided  that  said  railroad  company  may, 
if  they  so  elect,  run  a  number  of  their  cai  s,  not  ' 
exceeding  ten  each  hour,  around  the  Cornhill 
route. 

The  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  not  run 
their  lines  south  of  Sco.lay  square,  provided  that 
they  may  run  a  number  of  cars,  not  exceeding  ten 
each  hour,  through  Washington  and  Boylston 
streets  and  return  on  Tremont  street. 

It  is  further  Re  olved,  That  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  route  s  as  above  set  forth,  it  will  also 
be  expedient  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  remove  their  ticket  office  from  Tremont 
street  to  some  suitable  point  near  Boylston  street, 
and  to  provide  in  connection  therewith  a  commo- 
dious waiting  room  for  their  patrons,  and  also  for 
the  Metropolitan  and  South  Boston  Railroad  com- 
panies to  furnish  clucks  without  charge  to  all 
passengers  paying  full  fare  in  ai.y  of  their  cars, 
which  shall  entitle  the  holders  to'  transportation 
on  the  day  of  the  issue  of  any  check  to  the  north- 
ern depots  or  ferries  in  such  cars  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  as  run  to  said  depots  or  ferries. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  ask  that  the  re- 
solve may  take  its  second  reading  today,  prefer- 
ring that  it  may  be  printed  for  the  information  of 
the  Board  and  the  public.  I  will  briefly  state  what 
the  change  will  do  for  the  relief  of  Tremont  street, 
if  some  such  plan  is  carried  out.  It  will  remove 
from  Tremont  street  U 1  r>  ccrs  of  the  South  Boston 
Railroad,  and  '.ill  cars  of  the  various  Metropolitan 
lines,  taking  IS14  cars  from  Tremont  street  between 
Boylston  sti  eet  and  Cornhill,  and  215  cars  fiom 
Tremont  street  north  of  Temple  place,  re- 
moving the  great  obstruction  to  the  cars 
enteri  rg  and  leaving  Temple  place.  I  have 
watched  this  matter  pretty  carefully  for  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  I  find  the  block'  arc  caused  there 
in  great  measure  by  cars  going  out  of  the  city 
crossing  the  track  of  the  cars  on  the  inward  route, 
and  we  all  know  that  when  the  cars  once  get 
blocked,  it  takes  a  good  while  to  get  the  street  in 
good  running  condition.  The  plan  proposed  will 
allow  all  thecars  to  continue  running  on  ton  Wash- 
ington street  without  crossing  ~  the  inward 
track;  it  also  obviates  the  necessity  for  a  double 
track  on  Washington  sticet;  it  continue-  thepies- 
ent  number  of  Highland  cars  to  Cornhill  and  the 
present  number  of  Middlesex  cars  round  the  circuit, 
giving  the  latter  the  advantage  of  going  to  Boyls- 
ton street  instead  of  Temple  place.  It  also  gives 
21 5  South  Boston  cars,  which  u  e  the  circuit,  a  more 
desirable  location  than  they  now  have— they  are 
run  in  by  the  new  post  office  and  out  by  Wash- 
ington and  Essex  streets;  the  public  will'  be  fur- 
nished with  more  accommodations  than  they  have 
today,  and  if  the  plan  can  be  carried  out  I  think 
it  will  materially  belli  the  patrons  of  this  line. 
There  may  be  sonc  objections  made  by  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  to  the  removal  of  their  office  to 
Boylston  street,  but  I  think  the  members  of  this 
Board  will  admit  that  the  time  has  come 
when  so  large  a  number  of  the  Metro- 
politan cars  shall  go  no  farther  north 
than  Boylston  street  and  that  the  company 
should  give  checks  which  will  entitle  their  pat- 
ions  to  ride  to  the  various  depots  and  ferries  and 
the  different  points  at  the  North  and  West  Ends. 
This  plan  continues  the  Lenox-street  line  to  the 
present  switch  by  the  (irauary  Burial  ((round,  aud 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  that  switch  was 
put  there  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
relieve  Wa-'liinglon  street,  it  being  deemed  neces- 
sary at  that  time.  The  Tremont-street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and    other   lines   were   discontinued   round 
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the  circuit,  and  they  returned  directly  from  the 
Tremont  House.  This  is  my  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty; it  is  possible  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
may  have  something  better  to  offer  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Alderman  Peters— If  there  is  no  objection,!  will 
withdraw  my  order.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  run  the  South  Boston  cars  up  Kingston 
street  cannot  be  carried  out,  the  grade  being  such 
that  if  the  cars  stop  they  cannot  start  again  with- 
out great  difficulty.  So  there  is  no  use  in  putting 
that  in  the  order. '  Then  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  the  r'ght  to  say  that  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road shall  nave  a  commodious  waiting  room. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  merely  in  the  form 
of  a  suggestion,  but  I  have.no  doubt  the  present 
station  will  have  to  be  removed,  as  the  public- 
have  voted  it  a  nuisance.  As  to  King-ton  street. 
there  is  very  little  grade  there:  not  enough  to 
cause  a  material  difficulty. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
we  have  power  to  order  a  railroad  corporation  to 
lay  a  track  in  any  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  Aliieiman  from 
Ward  10  had  paid  careful  attention  to  the  reading 
of  the  resolve  he  would  have  seen  that  it  is  mere- 
ly a  suggestion,  and  not  an  order. 

Alderman  Peters  was  given  leave  to  withdraw 
his  order. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  but  one  word  to  say  to 
the  proposition  of'  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8.  I 
am  aware  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  problem  that 
we  have  to  solve  in  regulating  the  running-  of 
these  horse  cars,  and  preventing  the  jams  and  ob- 
structions that  we  see  on  several  of  our  streets. 
particulaily  Washington  and  Tremont  streets. 
I  think  the'  Paving  Committee  presented  aveiy 
feasible  and  proper  plan,  but  the  Board  did  not 
so  consider  it  and  refused  to  adopt  it.  Notwith- 
standing- that,  I  think  they  presented  the  best 
nlan  that  has  been  proposed  to  the  Board,  and  I 
voted  for  it;  but  a-  the  Board  refused  to  adopt  it 
we  must  find  some  other  plan.  We  must  look  at 
matters  as  we  find  them.  We  shall  not  be 
able  to  get  through  our  streets  during  the 
winter  if  the  cars  continue  as  they  are 
running  at  the  present  time.  Consequently  I  am 
very  glad  this  project  has  been  proposed  for  us  to 
consider;  although  I  do  not  think  it  is  without  ob- 
jections, I  believe  it  is  worthy  of  our  considera- 
tion. Perhaps  some  amendment  can  be  made  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Board  and  serve  the  public. 
Public  accommodation  is  the  first  consideration. 
I  suppose,  not  only  for  this  Board,  but  the  railroad 
companies,  and  I  for  one  am  glad  the  matter  has 
been  brought  before  us  in  its  present  shape. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  that  the  resolve  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  like  to  state  that 
that  resolve  was  offered  on  my  own  responsibility 
and  without  consultation  with  a  single  member 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  a  horse  railroad  offi- 
cial. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  is 
printed,  other  members  of  this  Board  will  claim 
the  privilege  of  printing  their  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions. The  Committee  on  Paving  made  all 
these  suggestions  to  the  railroad  companies,  but 
they  declined  to  petition  for  the  right  to  run  in 
these  localities.  Therefore,  you  can  print  the 
orders  and  resolves,  but  until  these  railroad  com- 
panies comply  with  them,  and  petition  for  the  lo- 
cations, they  will  amount  to  nothing.  We  have 
been  over  tlie  «  hole  ground,  but  the  suggestions 
made  by  the  committee  have  been  met  with  ridi- 
cule by  the  Aldermen  from  Wards  8  and  9.  they 
have  not  been  considered  judicious.  If  we  can 
relieve  the  streets  of  the  blocks,  I  am  willing  to 
vote  to  have  every  member  put  his  thoughts  and 
suggestions  i  i  writing,  if  thev  will  do  any  good. 

Alderman  Stebbim  —  I  am  not  aware  that  1  have 
ridiculed  any  proposition  coming  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  care- 
fully considered  them,  and  I  find  that  thev  all 
offer  very  serious  objections.  But  it  seems  to"  me 
that  ttie  committee'  relied  too  much  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  horse  railroad  companies,  and  not 
enough  upon  their  own  individual  judgment.  Of 
course  the  railroads  are  likely  to  look  out  more 
for  their  own  interest,  and  they  usur-llv  want  more 
than  they  can  get;  they  want  double  tracks  on 
Washiiig.-on  street  if  thev  can  get  them.  But  it  is 
for  this  Board  to  lookout  for  the  interests  of  the 
great  public  who  use  these  i-oads  and  do  business 
en  the  line  of  their  tracks. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man.   We  sent  for   the    railroad    companies  and 


asked  them  to  put  in  a  petition  for  the  location  on 
Washington  street.  If  any  gentleman  can  offer  a 
feasible  plan  I  hope  it  will  be  printed,  and  I  am 
sure  we  never  can  understand  this  until  we  see  it 


wish  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  corporations, 
want  to  tell  him  that  that  is  not  the  case.  The 
corporations  generally  recommend  what  is  for 
their  interest  and  what  will  accommodate  their 
patrons.  It  is  ho  use  for  them  to  run  their  cars  un- 
less the  public  iide  in  them,  and  the  public  will 
not  do  that  unless  the  cars  go  where  the  people 
desire  them.  So  I  say,  we  should  get  the  railroad 
officers  together,  for  they  are  rhe  men  to  get  ideas 
from,  rather  than  a  promiscuous  crowd  from  out- 
side, each  one  of  whom  would  have  a  different 
opinion.  We  have  endeavored  to  do  that  which 
would  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  largest  number. 
The  suggestions  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8 
have  all  been  explained  to  the  different  individ- 
uals who  repn-sent  these  loads;  if  they  are  for 
the  public  good  and  the  railroads  will  comply 
with  them,  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  adopt 
them.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  suggest  and  another 
to  produce.  If  tne  gentleman's  suggestions  will 
be  the  production  of  any  relief  I  am  willing  to 
vote  for  them. 

Alderman  Hall— I  shall  be  glad  to  have  these 
resolutions  in  print,  though  their  fairness  is  not  at 
present  plain  to  me.  You  make  the  Metropolitan 
cars  from  Mt.  Pleasant  stop  at  Boylston  street, 
and  allow  the  Highland  cars  from  the  same  point 
to  run  to  Temple  place  on  the  Metropolitan  track; 
if  that  is  fairness  I  cannot  see  it.  Or  is  it  fair  to 
allow  the  Highland  cars  to  run  from  the  Roxburv 
post  office  round  the  circuit  over  the  Metropolitan 
track,  while  the  Metropolitan  cars  are  not  allowed 
to  go  there  on  their  own  rails  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  remind  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  that  the  resolve  provides  for 
no  such  arrangement. 

Alderman  Hall— I  certainly  so  understood  it 
from  the  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Last  week  a 
gentleman  asked  to  be  beard,  an  1  it  was  voted  to 
i efer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor;  I  think  we  should  refer  this  in  the 
same  way.  If  the  Committee  on  Paving  deem  it 
Hxuedient  they  can  bring  it  before  this  Board. 

Alderman  "utter— I  hope  the  motion  to  print 
will  prevail,  as  if  it  comes  to  us  it  should  be 
printed  so  that  we  may  understand  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  suggest  that  it  would 
be  cheaper  to  employ  a  clerk  to  read  it  to  the 
committee  than  to  print  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  very  evident  that  this 
talk  in  regard  to  relieving  Tremont  street  will  be 
of  no  avail  during  the  coming  week,  for  no  action 
will  be  taken.  I  tru-t  that  before  another  week 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Committees  on  Police  and  Paving  will  see  that 
the  railroad  corporations  comply  with  the  orders 
of  this  Board,  and  not  be  allowed  to  run  anv  more 
cars  rhan  they  have  a  right  to  run.  I  believe  it 
that  is  attended  to  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  personally,  it  will  relieve  Tre- 
mont street  and  Temple  place  to  a  certain  extent. 
Permission  was  given  certain  railroad  com- 
panies to  run  ten  or  twelve  cars  an  hour 
round  the  circuit,  and  I,  for  one,  should  like  to 
know  if  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  find  out 
whether  the  railroad  corporations  to  whom  we 
granted  those  rights  have  exceeded  that  number 
of  cars,  and  if  they  are  doing  it  continually  every 
hour  in  the  day  when  it  is  convenient  for  them,  and 
if  they  nin  all  the  cars  they  choose?  I  believe  that 
if  those  two  railroad  corporations  were  held  strict- 
ly to  then  rights,  and  not  granted  any  more,  such 
action  would  tend  to  relieve  Temple  place  and 
Tremont  street.  On  Saturday  last  I  saw  five  of 
the-e  cars  pass  a  given  point  m  one  minute— twen- 
tv-five  times  as  many  per  hour  as  that  corpora- 
tion have  the  right  to  run  there-.  Three  of  those 
cars  were  close  together,  then  there  was  one  Metro- 
politan car,  and  then  two  of  the  other  corporation 
The  result  was  a  block  on  Temp  e  place  of  fifteen 
minutes'  duration.  1  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
Committees  on  Paving  and  Police  will  see  that 
these  corporations  arc  kept  within  the  limit  ot  the 
number  of  cars  they  were  a'lowed  to  run  round 
the  circuit  by  a  vote  of  this  Board  some  months 
since.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  corpora- 
tion- are,  for  some  reason,  crowding  in  every  car 
that  they  can,  irrespective  of  the  rights  granted 
by  this  Board,  and  the  blocks  caused  there  aie  ah- 
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solutely  disgraceful  so  long  as  we  have  ; 
Aldermen  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  gives  this 
Board  to  understand  that  it  is  my  duty  to  see  that 
these  corporations  run  their  ears  according  to 
law;  that  the  ears  should  lie  so  many  feet  apart; 
that  when  cars  congregate  together  and  cause 
blocks,  every  vacant  space  slioald  be  tilled  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Police.  The  chair- 
man of  the  1'olice  Committee  knows  no  such  duty. 
If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  knows  of  anybody 
who  is  violating  the  law,  it  is  his  duty  to  report  it. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  get  up  here  and  Talk  about 
generalities;  but  what  is  the  number  of  the  car? 
1  do  not  know  of  any  corporation  which  is  break- 
ing the  rules  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  1'rescott  It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose 
that  ihe  permission  given  to  two  corporations  to 
run  one  car  in  rive  minutes  should  make  all  those 
blocks.  I  made  the  remarks  I  did  to  suggest  that 
the  blocks  might  be  relieved  to  a  certain  extent 
by  either  enforcing  the  rule  or  revoking  the  per- 


think  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Jfetropol- 
itan  Railroad  to  see  that  no  more  cars  of  other 
corporations  were  run  there  than  is  legal,  for  they 
would  take  passengers  from  the  Metropolitan. 
And  I  do  not  believe  they  do. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  was 
rejected— 5  for,  7  against;  and  the  motion  of  Al- 
derman Worthing  ton  to  refer  the  resolve  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  was  carried. 


TRANSFERS     AND     ADDITIONAL     APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  chairman, for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance submitted  a  report  on  various  matters  pre- 
viously referred  to  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
lie  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Church- 
street  District  the  sum  of  S2900:  to  that  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings  the  sum  of  ,<?27,000;  also  to  charge  to 
the  appropriation  for  grammar-schoolhouse, 
Ward  15,  the  sum  of  s4s.;;ti  assessed  as  a  tax  u:ion 
land  purchased  of  John  Johnson  for  enlargement 
of  said  sehoolhouse. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Cutter  called  attentien  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  page  515,  of 
1S7H,  which  he  hoped  they  would  read  before  the 
next  session. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 

Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard,  submitted  an  or- 
der to  pay  Elizabeth  L.  Francis  .Slo.17G.09  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  extension 
of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  square,  and  rescind- 
ing the  order  passed  Dec.  7  to  pay  $10,500.97  to  the 
same  person. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Peters  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  till  Thursday,  17th 
instant,  at  12  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    17,    1874. 


Adjo-vrned  regular  nieetine  at  12  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  vice  Albert  T. 
Whiting,   resigned— Henry   G.   Crowell;   said    ap- 
pointment to  take  effect  Jan.  1, 1875. 
PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavimj.  Josiah  Quiney, 
trustee  of  Eliza  Babcock,  for  damages  caused  by 
change  of  grade  in  Kill >y  street. 

To  the  Join!  Committee  on  Claims.  Susan  S. 
Parker,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Warren  street. 

LICENSE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  in  favor  of  granting  an 
auctioneer's  license  to  John  W.  Partridge,  Canal 
street,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  designate  the  area  between  Water, 
Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets,  "Post  Office 
squaie,"  and  to  number  the  same.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Church  street  in  Ward  16,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  S5000.    Passed. 

Order  for  Coirmitti n  County  Accounts  to  ar- 
range with  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  classified  indices  for  Suffolk  deeds,  liens, 
plans,  etc.,  for  1875.   Estimated  cost,  $2800.  Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  an  order 
fir  transfer  of  additional  appropriations  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  of  82000  to  (  hurcli-street  District; 

of  S'J7, to  public  buildings;  also  to   charge   tax 

of  S4.8.30  to  appropriation  for  Grammar  School 
Site,  Ward  15.  Laid  on  the  table  till  next  meet- 
ing, on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  because  of 
the  absence  of  Alderman  Emery. 

EXTENSION  OF  COMMERCE  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting:!  resolve  and  order  for 
the  laying  out  and  extension  of  Commerce  street 
to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
is4'j,331,  the  damages  to  the  estates  taken  being 
given  in  the  schedule  annexed: 

Square  feet     Price    Total  amount 
Estates.              land  taken,    perfoot    of  damages. 
Prop'rs  Long  wharf. . .  .34,249  $26,665 

''       T  wharf 4,648  $4.50  21,66$ 

38,897  $49,331 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  concurring 
with  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  i'J  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order. 

Alderman  1'ivscott  —  Has  this  matter  been  be- 
fore the  Joint  <  'oniniittce  on  SlreetS? 

Alderman  Worth' ngton— it  lias  been  considered 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  and  the  Street 
Commissioners  have  had  it  before  them  three  or 
four  years.  It  meets  the  entire  appioval  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  who,  with  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, think  it  is  a  fair  settlement  of  the 
case,  very  desirable  for  the  city  to  make  and  satis- 
factory to  the  owners  of  Long  wharf.  I  think  it 
should  be  passed  today,  although  I  air  willing  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
1  am  sure  we  shall  get  no  better  settlement  if 
wo  wait. 

Alderman  prescott— I  know  nothing  of  the 
merits  of  the  case.  I  have  all  confidence  in  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  but,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
passing  a  mailer  of  this  magnitude,  the  members 
of  the  Hoard  should  have  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  it,  that  they  may  vote  iiiiderstandingly,  and 
know  what  they  arc  doing.  I  move  that  the  order 
be  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE   ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Alderman  Peters— On  behalf  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  election  returns,  I 
would  state  that  they  have  attended  to  a  part  of 
their  duty,  but  are  unable  to  report  today  because 
no  returns  have  been  received  from  Ward  8.  I 
understand  that  the  clerk  of  Ward  8  has  gone  to 
New  York  without  making  the  returns  according 
to  law.  The  committee  ask  for  further  time,  and 
they  will  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  request  was  granted. 


REPORT  OF  THE   MEDICAL  COMMISSION. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Mayor  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  Medical  Commission 
upon  the  sanitaiv  qualities  of  the  Sudbury,  Mys- 
tic, Shawsheen  and  Charles  River  waters  [City 
Doc.  No.  1021.    Sent  down. 


The  report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  with  orders 
to  pay  to  Boston  Water  Power  Company  82l)u,()il0, 
upon  their  conveyance  to  the  city  of  the  fee  of  not 
less  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  territory  under- 
lying certain  streets  and  avenues  on  the  Back 
Bay,  were  first  considered  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  were  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Worthington. 

The  subject  was  subsequently  called  up  by  Al- 
lerman  Worthington,  who  said  he  had  i 


!  an  amend- 
ment to  oiler,  and  desired  a  brief  recess  to  be 
taken  until  it  was  prepared. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  hope  this  Board  will  not  do 
that.  This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 
It  is  to  pay  the  Water  Power  Company  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  before  the  money  is  uue. 
I  hope  the  Board  will  not  take  a  recess  to  do  that, 
but  that  the  subject  may  be  fairly  considered  and 
brought  up  at  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  a  matter  of  a 
great  deal  of  importance.  It  is  true  that  the  or- 
der is  to  pay  the  Water  Power  Company  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  but  1  am  desirous  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  should  go  out  and  see  the  con 
dition  the  territory  is  in.  If  this  matter  can  be 
put  through  this  year  it  will  enable  the  company 
to  complete  We~t  Chester  park  and  several  other 
avenues,  in  fact  the  whole  work,  before  the  first 
of  May.  The  City  Solicitor  has  come  here  at  my 
request  to  look  at  the  pi  oposed  amendment,  which 
will  be  ready  in  about  fifteen  minutes. 

Alderman  Peters— I  only  received  my  copy  of 
the  report  ami  orders  today  and  I  want  more  time 
to  see  about  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  have 
plenty  of  time  between  this  and  next  Monday. 
Therefore  I  think  we  had  better  adjourn  now. 

Alderman  Hall— If  we  are  to  consider  a  subject 
of  this  magnitude— the  payment  of  $200,ooo  in 
part  payment  of  a  contract— it  might  not  be  en- 
tirely out  of  place  for  the  Board  to  go  and  exam- 
ine the  work  already  done,  and  also  see  how  much 
remains  to  be  completed.  Then  we  can  look  at 
the  matter  and  have  some  one  explain  it  to  us. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  to  take  a  recess  of  one 
hour. 

Alderman  Worthington— If  you  will  allow  me  to 
oiler  this  amendment,  then  we' can  go  down  know- 
ing what  we  want.  The  amendment  is  now  being 
prepared  by  Mr.  Bugbee  anil  Mr.  Healy.  and  will 
be  ready  in  ten  minutes.  After  it  is  offered  I 
shall  propose  that  the  Board  go  down  and  look 
over  the  ground. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  understands  that  the 
purpose  of  the  recess  is  to  allow  Alderman  Worth- 
ington to  diet  the  amendment  and  not  to  act  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  cannot  be  at  liberjy  during 
the.  next  hour,  having  to  attend  a.  meeting  of  the 
Water  Board.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an  ex- 
traordinary proceeding  to  rush  this  order  through 
in  an  hour's  time.  And  what  is  it  for?  Is  it  to 
increase  the  value  of  the  stock  of  the  Water  Power 
Company','  Is  that  the  object?  Is  it  to  take 
S200,«oo  out  of  the  city  treasury  and  put  it  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Water  Power  Company?  Is  it  the 
proposition  for  this  Board  to  adjourn  and  accom- 
plish that?  I  trust  this  Boaro  will  not  he  tamper- 
ed with  in  that  way.  If  the  order  is  just  and  lair, 
and  the  city  owes  the  Water  Power  Company 
SL'00,000,  I  will  vote  for  it;  otherwise,  i  will  not. 

Alderman  Worthington— ( In  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1871,  the  city  of  Boston  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  ]>ay  Norinan  C.  Munson  or  his  assignees 
the  sum  of  $300,000,  in  ease  he  should  construct  to  a 
grade  to  an  elevation  of  not  less  than  eighteen 
feet  above  mean  low  water— Commonwealth 
avenue,  20(1  feet  wide,  from  its  then  termination 
to  its  junction  with  the  proposed  extension  of 
West  'Chester  park  street;  Huntington  avenue, 
100  feet  wide  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  West  Chester-park  street  from  th° 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Beacon  street— 
and  should  convey  those  streets  to  the 
city.  That  contract  has  been  nearly  com- 
pleted. Meantime,  Mr.  Munson  has  assigned  to 
the  Water  Power  Company  all  claim  to  receive 
payment  under  that  contract,  and  the  company 
have  gone  on  as  far  with  the  work  as  they  can  go. 
They  have  nearly  earned  their  $300,000.    They  say 
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called  for  in  the  contract.  They  say  they  need 
$100,000  to  go  on  and  complete  the  contract.  They 
propose  to  draw  a  portion  of  this  $200,000  and 
leave  the  remainder  in  the  treasury  of  the  city  of 
Boston  as  a  guarantee.  They  already  owe  the 
city  of  Boston  sfio,"00  tor  taxes,  so  that  we  pay 
really  only  about  $50,000  of  the  amount.  They 
have  power  to  convey  the  title  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  streets.  If  the  City  Govern- 
ment should  thoroughly  understand  it  as  do  the 
Street  Commissioners'  and  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  they  would  see  that  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
this  money  to  enable  the  company  to  carry  out  their 
contract.  It  is  desirable  to  pass  this  matter  dur- 
ing the  present  year  so  that  a  new  City  Govern- 
ment will  not  have  to  go  through  it  again.  If  this 
Government  wishes  to  accomplish  anything  it 
must  be  done  while  you  have  committees  who  un- 
derstand the  subject.  You  cannot  take  a  new 
Government  and  go  through  a  subject  as  intricate 
as  the  Back  Bay  tilling,  without  taking  a 
long  time.  I  say  the  safety  of  the  city 
requires  that  we  should  get  a  deed  of  those  streets 
which  are  row  ready  to  be  deeded;  rnd  if  we  do 
that  probably  the  whole  territory  included  in  the 
contract  will  be  deeded  by  the  first  day  of  May.  I 
say  we  should  do  it  now.  There  is  no  job  in  it — 
nothing  of  the  kind.  I  expected  the  'Alderman 
from  Ward  6  to  get  up  and  say  we  ha'd  better 
pause.  But  we  cannot  pause  if  we  consult  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  I  think  we  had  better  finish  it 
this  year.  I  ask  sufficient  time  to  offer  this 
amendment:  then  we  can  look  at  the  ground,  and 
every  man  will  know  as  much  as  the  committee 
do.  We  have  all  walked  over  it  and  understand 
it. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  argues  against 
himself.  The  present  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
not  had  this  matter  before  them  before  today. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  acknowledge  that  it 
has  taken  them  a  whole  year  to  learn  the  merits 
of  the  case,  and  yet  they  submit  their  report  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  ask  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  pass  it  within  five  or  ten  minutes.  Probably  the 
same  gentlemen  will  serve  on  the  Committee  on 
Streets  next  yea',  as  they  are  all  reelected,  and  If 
they  report  within  a  week  after  the  next  City 
Government  comes  in,  probably  the  next  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  by  the  last  week  in  December  to 
understand  the  intricacies  of  the  contract  for 
filling  the  BaekJBay.  Next  Monday  we  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  understand  the  amendment  he  proposes 
to  offer  than  now,  for  then  we  shall  have  had  a 
chance  to  look  into  the  main  question.  Before  he 
offers  the  amendment  I  think  we  ought  to  know 
what  we  are  going  to  amend.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Board  adjourn." 

Alderman  Cutter— I  second  the  motion. 

Alderman  Hall— On  that  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  I  shall  vote  against  ad- 
journment now,  because  I  want  to  see  the  amend- 
ment ;  when  that  is  offered  I  shall  vote  for  ad- 
journment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost — yeas  3,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters,  Power— 3. 

Navs— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent — Aldermen  Brooks  and  Emery — 2. 

The  report  and  orders  were  then  taken  from  the 
table,  and  Alderman  Worthington  moved  to 
amend  as  follows : 

Insert  in  twelfth  line  of  first  order  on  page  4  of 
City  Document  No.  90,  the  following: 

"And  pays  to  the  city  all  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  said  corporation  by  the  city  of  Boston  and 
now  due,  and  agrees  to  complete  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875,  all  the  work  required 
to  be  performed  under  said  contiact;  and  in  case 
of  failure  or  neglect  so  to  do,  the  city  to  have  au- 
thority to  enter  upon  the  premises  and  complete 
said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  company,  and  te 
retain  from  the  amount  remaining  unpaid  on  the 
said  contraot  a  sufficient  amount  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  completing  said  work." 

Insert  at  end  of  same  order  the  following: 

"And  shall  not  be  construed  as  a  discharge  or 
waiver  of  claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
saidMunson  or  the  said  Water  Power  Company  to 
complete  the  work  and  make  the  conveyance 
within  the  time  specified  in  the  said  contract." 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  have 
those  amendments  passed,  so  that  they  may  be 
printed  in  the  order,  and  then  to  have  the  Board 


go  down  and  look  at  the  location.  The  Street 
ommissioners  will  accompany  the  Board  and 
explain  everything. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  shows  conclusively  now, 
that,  although  the  Committee  on  Strei  ts  have  had 
this  subject  under  consideration  for  a  year,  as 
they  say,  they  have  put  in  an  order  they  wish  to 
tamper' with  and  tinker  by  offering  two  amend- 
ments. It  is  a  confession  that  they  have  been 
hasty  in  rushing  this  thing  in,  and  now  they  desire 
to  be  hasty  in  pressing  this  Board  to  pass  it  today 
while  two 'members  aie  absent.  1  say  it  is  a  high- 
ly important  order,  for  it  is  to  pay  $200,000  not  for 
work  done  according  to  contract,  but  by 
favor.  The  contract  don't  allow  them  to 
pay  a  single  dollar  of  it  until  the  work 
is  completed.  They  propose  to  take  our  money 
and  put  it  into  the  treasury  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  and  that  with  this  extraordinary 
haste.  This  jinan!  should  pause  before  doing 
anything  of  that  kind.  If  the  Committee  on 
Streets  bring  in  extravagant  measures  of  that 
kind,  and  say  they  have  been  considering  them  a 
year,  and  then  they  have  to  offer  an  amendment, 
it  shows  conclusively  that  they  have  not  digested 
the  subject  as  fully  as  they'should  one  of  this 
magnitude.  I  trust  this  Board  will  see  that  the 
city  does  not  suffer  by  any  such  hasty  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets.  It  is  n't  the  first  time 
this  Board  has  suffered  by  the  pressure  for  the 
hasty  passage  of  orders  from  that  committee. 

Alderman  Peters — I  move  that  this  whole  sub- 
ject tie  recommitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  with  instructions  to  report  to  this  Board 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
whether  they  have  bad  an  estimate  of  what  it  will 
cost  to  complete  this  contract. 

Alderman  Worthington— Mr.  Davis,  the  City 
Surveyor,  says,  it  will  cost  about  sln.ouo.  We  re- 
tain $100,000.'  I  have  no  objections  to  the  recom- 
mittal. I  only  ask  that  it  may  be  passed  this  year, 
because  if  it  is,  we  can  get  a  title  to  ail  of 
those  streets,  for  the  work  can  be  done  by 
the  first  of  May.  In  regard  to  what  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  has  said,  it  is  n't 
SO.  We  are  r.ot  pressing  this  matter.  It  should 
have  been  done  last  May,  but  the  Water  Power 
Company  could  n't  doit  then.  This  proposition 
meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
There  is  no  job  in  it ;  no  undue  pushing  it ;  it  mtist 
be  pushed  it  we  expect  it  to  pass  this  City  Gov- 
ernment and  get  the  advantage  from  it  that  we 
expect.  We  are  getting  for  sl'imj.ooi)  what  cost  the 
Water  Power  Company  $700,onu.  It  will  be  a  good 
bargain  for  the  city.  AVe  want  the  work  com- 
pleted. They  offer  to  leave  any  amount  of  money 
in  our  hands.  They  offer  to  pay  in  advance  the 
money  for  land  purchased  of  William  Gray. 
There  is  nothing  fairer  than  they  offer.  A  large 
part  of  the  money  is  due  the  city  now  for  taxes. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  we  don't  vote  them  that 
money,  don't  the  company  propose  to  pay  their 
taxes  ? 

Alderman  Worthington —I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  they  will  pay  their  taxes ;  but  if  we  do  not  ad- 
vance them  this  money,  and  the  Water  Power 
Company  should  fail,  how  are  we  going  to  get  the 
money  without  going  to  law  and  compelling  them 
to  pay  it  ?  By  doing  this  we  enable  them  to  go 
ahead  and  complete  the  contract.  They  have 
completed  the  contract  within  $40,000,  arid  now 
ask  for  money  that  they  have  earned  with  the  ex- 
ception of  this  small  amouut  required  to  complete 
the  filling  of  the  neck  of  land  which  I  desire  to 
show  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Any  one  can 
see  it.  Trains  are  running  there  every  day  and 
tilling  up  the  streets. 

Alderman  Cutter— Does  public  necessity  re- 
quire that{  those  streets  should  be  built  as  soon 
as  the  gentleman  says? 

Alderman  Worthiiigtoii— It  is  a  public  necessity 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  carry  out  its  contract's 
and  live  up  to  its  agreements.  It  is  a  public 
necessity  as  much  as  is  the  filling  tip  of  any  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay,  or  the  keeping  of  any  contiact 
that  the  city  makes.  They  come  before  us  with 
a  legitimate  request  to  pay  them  money  which 
they  have  earned. 

Alderman  Cutter— Is  it  due  on  the   contract? 

Alderman  Worthington— I  admit  that  the  con- 
tract is  not  yet  completed,  but  men  and  corpora- 
tions are  often  obliged  to  ask  for  Help.  This  will 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  city,  as  well  as  helping 
the  company  at  the  right  tiine.  The  Water  Power 
Company  have  been    raising   money  every  way 
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they  can  ;  they  need  help ;  they  ask  that  a  portion 
of  the  money  may  he  paid  that  that  work  may  be 
completed. 

Alderman  Peters — From  all  I  have  heard,  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  shall  vote  for  this  order  when 
the  time  comes,  because  I  think  it  is  proper.  But 
we  have  had  this  report, and  then  the  City  Solici- 
tor was  Sent  for.  and  here  we  have  two  long 
amendments  which  we  cannot  carry  in  our  heads. 
Therefore,  I  renew  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  with  insti  actions  to  report 
next  Monday,  so  that  the  Board  can  act  intelli- 
gently upon  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  rather  hope  the 
Board  will  vote  to  print  the  amendment  and  then 
put  it  over  to  next  Monday,  instead  of  recommit- 
ting it. 

Aldermen  Peteis—  It  would  be  better  to  recom- 
mit, became  between  now  and  next  Monday  the 
committee  may,  and  probably  will,  rind  some 
other  long  amendment  to  put  in.  Those  amend- 
ments hive  been  drawn  with  great  haste,  and 
there  will  probably  be  something  else  to  put  in. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  representing 
the  Committee  on  Streets  has  been  conveying  the 
impression  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  failed  to 
perform  its  agreement";  that  the  city  has  money 
that  belongs  to  this  rompany,  ami  which  the  city 
has  no  right  to  keep,  Then,  again,  when  asked 
the  question  if  the  city  owes  any  thing  on  this  con- 
tract, he  says  they  owe  nothing.  I  do  not  believe 
the  city  can  advance  any  money  to  any  corpora- 
tion or  individual  to  carry  on  work.  1  don't 
believe  it  can  be  legally  done,  no  matter  how  ur- 
gent the  case.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to 
stand  by  its  agreements,  and  require  all  other 
paitiesto  stand  by  their  contracts.  I  shall  vote 
against  extending  "the  charity  or  sympathy  of  the 
city,  as  we  have  no  right  to  do  it,  no  matter  who 
desires  it.  If  we  owe  this  corporation  any  money 
let  us  pay  it;  but  if  we  do  not,  I  cannot  see  how 
we  can  vote  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  is  a  fine  idea  for 
the  Paving  Committee  to  advance,  when  at  the 
first  of  the  year  they  found  a  paving  ring  here 
and  went  to  New  York  and  secured  men  who 
could  not  give  bonds  and  let  them  do  the  work. 
I  say  we  fairly  owe  this  money  to  this  corpora- 
tion, although  the  contract  is  not  completed. 
The  company  is  precisely  in  the  same  condition 
as  the  men  whom  the  Paving  Committee 
brought  on  from  New  York  to  do  paving.  That 
committee  did  not  insist  upon  bonds;  they 
allowed  the  men  to  go  on  and  do  the  pav- 
ing, and  did  not  pay  them  until  enough  work 
had  been  done  to  guarantee  the  committee.  I  ap- 
prove of  that,  and  I  approve  of  this.  I  say  it  is 
treating  men  well  who  want  to  get  a  living  and 
do  work,  and  who  have  the  labor  but  not  the 
means  to  do  it  with,  ( think  this  proposal  is  a  per- 
fectly fair  one. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  gentleman  is  in  error. 
The  Paving  Committee  let  out  their  contract  to 
the  lowest  bidders,  who  furnished  bonds  and  did 
the  work  satisfactoi  ily  to  the  committee.  Gentle- 
men may  talk  about  it  as  much  as  they  please. 
The  committee  never  knew  the  bidders  lived  in 
New  York;  they  advertised  for  proposals,  as  any 
honest  committee  should.  II  the  Committee  on 
Paving  had  carried  on  their  work  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  think  they  should,  over  Sr.0,000  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  would  have  been  foolishly  spent.  There 
is  no  chance  for  the  gentleman  to  make  capital  out 
of  this.  But  here  is  an  order  to  resurrect  a  bank- 
rupt company,  and  the  gentleman  has  the  audaci- 
ty to  say  that  a  large  part  of  this  money  will  be 
paid  for  taxes.  Don't  he  know  that  not  one  dol- 
lar can  be  retained  for  taxes  after  this  order  is 
passed?  I  should  advise  him  to  be  in  a  better 
business  than  trying  to  resurrect  a  bankrupt  cor- 
poration by  spending  the  city's  money  on  a  con- 
tract before  it  is  due. 

Alderman  Power— In  relation  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Highlands.  I  woultl  say 
that  there  isn't  enough  ti  nth  in  it  to  found  such 
a  story  upon.  The  committee,  either  individually 
or  collectively,  never  went  to  New  York  or  sent  to 
New  York,  or  in  am  wav  looked  to  New  York  for 
men  to  do  work  for  the  city  of  Boston.  1  have 
heard  enough  of  that  story.  It  has  been  told 
often  enough  about  me.  The  committee  always 
advertise  that  bonds  must  be  given  satisfactory 
to  the  Coniinitti  e  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  you  not  pay  the 
pavers  on  account  ? 

Alderman  Power- No,  sir;  not  a  single  cent. 
The  work  must  be  finished  to  our  satisfaction  be- 
fore a  cent  is   paid.     These   stories  have  be  911 


told  quite  often  enough.  They  have  been  cir- 
culated everywhere,  and  on  the  strength 
of  them  an '  organized  attempt  was  made 
to  defeat  my  election.  I  have  heretofore 
thought  them  beneath  my  notice.  The  gentleman 
brings  that  up  here  when  he  should  know  better. 
If  he  has  no  better  arguments  than  that  to  offer 
for  this  order,  then  it  had  bettei  lie  over  until  we 
can  get  moie  information  about  it. 

Alderman  Peters— As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  1  would  add  that  we  advertised  for  the 
lowest  bidder,  and  we  did  not  know  where  the  bid- 
ders came  from.  In  notifying  these  men  we  found 
them  ready  to  give  bonds,  but  the  paving  ring 
tried  to  prevent  it.  Therefore  we  passed  an  order 
that  they  might  pave  a  whole  street  and  get  their 
pay  when  the  work  was  finished  to  our  satisfac- 
tion. 

Alderman  V\  orthington— Is  not  that  paying  on 
account?  That  is  what  is  charged  here.  The  do- 
ing of  the  work  is  the  bond. 

Alderman  Peters— After  one  did  the  work  he 
could  be  paid ;  we  had  the  best  bond  that  could 
be  made  after  they  had  done  one  days  work. 

Alderman  Worthington— Is  not  this  the  same 
thing  precisely? 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  did  not  intend  to  take  much 
part  in  this  di-cussion,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  al- 
low one  member  of  the  committee  to  fight 
this  thing  alone.  This  is  a  very  simple  matter. 
In  1871'  the  city  of  Boston  made  a  contract 
with  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  to  pav  for 
the  building  of  certain  streets,  and  when  they 
were  completed  the  company  was  to  receive  $300,- 
000.  I  believe  the  Aldciman"  from  Ward  G  was  in 
the  board  at  the  time,  as  well  as  our  late  Mayor, 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
Mr.  Talbot,  one  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  al- 
though I  am  not  sure  about  that ;  at  any  rate  it 
was  a  strong  Board  of  Aldermen.  They  looked 
into  the  matter  and  saw  at  once  that  tliey  could 
get  for  $300,  ll(M)  what  would  be  worth  millions  to  the 
city.  The  Water  Power  Company  have  completed 
Huntington  avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue; 
Chester-park  street  has  been  completed  up  to 
the  crossing  ot  the  Albany  kaihoad  for  more  than 
eight  months.  When  that  was  done  they  sent  in 
here  and  asked  to  have  a  payment  made  on  ac- 
count, so  that  they  could  have  some  funds  to  go 
on  and  do  the  balance  of  the  work.  That  petition 
came  here  early  in  the  year,  and  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  took  it  into  consideration.  A 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  it,  and 
the  result  of  the  information  they  obtained  was 
that  the  committee  could  not  until  further  pro- 
gress had  been  made  toward  completing  the  work 
recommend  the  payment  asked  by  the  company. 
The  cause  of  the  delay  was  that  Mr.  Munson, 
who  is  doing  the  work  for  the  Water  Power 
Company,  was  obliged  to  till  up  other  terri- 
tory, so  that  he  could  get  his  tracks  into  these 
streets,  and  it  has  taken  him  longer  than  he  or 
anybody  else  supposed  at  ti'st.  It  is  only  a  short 
time  since  hecommenced  completing  the  extension 
of  Chester  park,  from  Parker  street  to  Beacon 
street.  The  whole  cost  of  completing  the  work 
will  not  exceed  $50,000  tit  the  outside.  Now, 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany are  short  of  funds,  as  many  corporations 
and  individuals  are.  'I hey  come  here  and  ask 
you  to  make  a  payment  to  them  on  ac- 
count. That  is  all  this  amounts  to,  and  it 
is  entirely  within  your  province,  gentlemen,  to 
say  whether  you  .v ill  do  so  or  not.  Theie  is  no  job 
in  this  matter;  no  members  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose to  speculate,  in  the  stock.  I  assure  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  city 
of  Boston— that  the  city  should  get  possession  of 
these  streets  as  early  as  possible.  The  city  of 
Boston  is  to  he  the  gainer  by  this  order.  This 
same  Committee  on  Paving  have  already  ex- 
pended -$40,000  upon  those  streets  to  which 
we  have  no  title.  More  than  that,  this 
same  Committee  on  Paving  built  a  bridge  over 
Newton  street  and  Huntington  avenue,  where  the 
city  did  not  own  a  penny's  worth  of  land,  and  if 
the  Water  Power  Company  fails  today,  we  may 
never  get  it.  The  same  Committee  on  Paving- 
spent  $10,000  for  raising  the  grade  of  Huntington 
avenue,  tit  that  bridge,  anil  the  city  has  no  title 
to  or  interest  in  the  street.  It  is  for  the.  purpose 
of  getting  a  title  to  these  avenues,  upon  which 
money  has  already  been  expended  by  the  city, 
and  to  enable  the  Water  Power  Company  to  com- 
plete them)  which  will  be  of  immense  benefit  to 
the  public  and  the  city,  that  the  Committee  on 
Streets  recommend    a  payment  on     account    a 
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this  time.  The  Committee  on  Pavine:  hare 
recommended  measures  which  have  not  been  fully 
explained  in  all  their  detairs.  It  was  all  right,  in 
my  opinion,  to  build  the  bridge  over  Huntington 
avenue,  at  that  time,  but  we  want  the  fee  in 
Huntington  avenue,  and  if  we  do  not  have  it  some 
arrangement  may  he  made  between  the  company 
and  the  abutters  to  sell  it  in  house  lots.  It  is  the 
same  with  Commonwealth  avenue  from  Exe- 
ter to  Parker  street,  which  is  200  feet  wide. 
In  my  opinion  the  abutters  on  that  avenue 
own  it  now;  the  city  certainly  has  no  in- 
terest in  it.  The  Committee  on  Paving  spent 
$150,000  on  Huntington  avenue  and  the  bridge, 
and  the  city  does  not  own  a  penny  in  the 
fee  of  the  street.  Now  what  does  this  Ol- 
der propose?  It  may  he  that  the  order  put 
in  here  last  Monday  is  incomplete,  as  orders  very 
oftenare.  It  should  contain  a  provi>ion  that  the 
city  may  be  made  whole.  There  is  the  amount  of 
taxes  due  from  che  company,  and  the  amount 
paid  to  William  Gray  for  land  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  West  Chester  park  across  to 
Beacon  street ;  then  we  have  nearly  $100,000  left 
to  secure  the  completion  of  West  Chester 
park.  Commonwealth  avenue  is  all  com- 
pleted up  to  grade  eighteen.  Possibly  the 
frade  of  Huntington  avenue  may  have  to 
e  raised  on  account  of  the  settling. 
but  the  filling  has  been  completed  over  eighteen 
months.  Nine-tenths  of  this  entire  work  is  com- 
pleted today,  and  they  come  here  and  ask  you  to 
make  them'a  payment  on  account,  leaving  slim. nan 
in  your  hands  to  secure  the  finishing  of  West 
Chester-park  street,  the  cost  of  which  any  gen- 
tlemau  of  common  sense  can  estimate.  The 
city  has  an  interest  in  this  thing  on  account  of  the 
investment  already  made  there,  which  we  want  to 
secure.  I  regret  "to  say  that  the  bridge  across 
Huntijgton  avenue  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
failure,  and  must  be  rebuilt.  It  was  not  a  good 
job.  Whether  it  was  let  out  to  New  York  or  Boston 
bridge  builders,  it  was  a  poor  job.  The  city  has  in- 
vested over  $200,000 in  one  of  these  streets. "and  has 
nothing  to  show  for  it.  Now,  the  Water  Power 
Company  propose  to  give  these  streets  to  the 
city,  aud  ask  us,  as  a  favor,  to  pay  them  a  little 
money  on  account,  proposing  to  leave  $100,000  in 
our  hands  till  the  work  is  completed.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  asked  if  this  was  a  public 
necessity.  If  he  will  take  a  residence  at  the  South 
End,  or  i"n  any  section  of  the  city,  other  than  the 
extreme  end  of  Ward  6.  he  will  find  that  the 
completion  of  West  Chester  park  is  a  ne- 
cessity such  as  hardly  exists  in  any  other 
part  "of  the  city.  When  this  street 'is  com- 
pleted we  must  build  good  bridges  over 
it,  for  it  will  oe  a  thoroughfare  for  an  enormous 
travel.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to 
adept  the  amendment  today,  but  1  am  opposed  to 
passing  the  order  now.  I  want  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  understand  that  this  committee  have 
not  been  ai  work  upon  mis  thing  every  day  nor 
every  week  this  year.  When  they  first  took  it  under 
consideration,  they  found  that  the  company  were 
nor  justified  in  coming  here  and  asking  to  have  a 
payment  made  on  account.  But  they  now  believe 
that  such  a  payment  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  greets  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  is  fur  tnat  purpose  the  order  is  offered. 
and  not  to  favor  the  Water  Power  Company.  We 
reser\e  $100,000  in  our  hands  to  secure  the  comple- 
tion of  a  certain  street,  and  if  the  company  do  not 
do  it  the  ci*v  will  have  the  right  to  go  on  and  build 
it,  aud  deduct  the  cost  fiom  the  amount  which 
wi'l  remain  in  our  hands. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  before,  the  only 
ground  we  can  stand  upon  to  take  such  action  as 
the  Committee  on  Streets  recommend  is,  whether 
or  not  the  city  of  Boston  is  called  upon  to  do  what 
they  contracted   with   these    parties.    In  relation 
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themselves  get  into  the  power  of  this  company,  it 
is  no  reason  why  this  Board  should  fall  into  the 
same  mistake,  "if  the  city  has  advanced  them  too 
much,  and  because  they  are  unable  to  go  further, 
that  is  not  our  fault.  Talk  about  the  city 
of  Boston  not  carrying  out  Huntington  avenne", 
and  the  abutters  dividing  it  into  house  lots!  What 
sort  of  a  contract  has  the  city  of  Boston   made   if 


we  ought  not  to  delay  in  giving  it  tothem ;  carry 
out  the  contract  to  the  letter,  and  go  not  one  inch 
further  with  that  company  than  you  would  with 
anybody  else. 

Alderman  Clark — The  agreement  was  simply 
this— that  if  they  would  build  Commonwealth  ave*- 
nue,  Huntington  avenue  and  Chester-park  street. 
andconvev  them  to  the  citv.  then  the  city  would 
pay  them  $300,000.  The  Water  Power  Company  have 
agreed  to  do  thus  and  so;  but  if  they  fail  to*  carry 
out  their  agreement,  upon  whom  ha've  the  city  a 
claim  for  the  deeds  of  those  -treets?  It  was  sim- 
ply an  agreement  made  by  the  city  and  Mr.  Mon- 
son,  that  if  he  would  build  those  streets  and  deed 
them  to  the  city,  the  c-xty  would  pay  him  so  much; 
and  if  he  does  not  build  them  and  convey  them  to 
the  city,  he  was  not  to  receive  pay  for  them .  In  that 
case  the  abutters  will  have  the  land.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  says  the  city  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  build  the  bridge's.  True;  but  the 
city  did  not  agree  to  dc  it  before  the  streets  were 
filled  and  graded.  It  was  all  right,  however.  The 
bridge  was  built  for  the  Jubilee  ;  it  was  almost  a 
unanimous  vote,  for  the  City  Government  believed 
the  Jubilee  to  be  a  great 'thing.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  is  a  musical  character,  and  I  pre- 
sume he  took  part  in  it :  and  he  was  fortunate 
enough  not  to  be  one  of  the  signers  for  the  guaran- 
tee fund.  Our  guarantee  in  this  case  is  the  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  which  we  hold,  and  we  get  en- 
tire possession  of  Huntington  avenue.  West  Ches- 
ter park  street,  and  seven-eighths  of  Common- 
wealth avenue.  Today  we  have  no  title  to  a  foot 
of  those  streets,  and'  yet  we  have  spent  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  those  ave- 
nues, and  have  nothing  to  show  for  it. 

Alderman  Peters— It'  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
(  ity  Government  of  one  year  has  power  to  make  a 
contract,  the  Government  of  another  year  has  the 
power  to  modify  it,  and  I  think  we  have  a  perfect 
right  to  pass  this  order  if  we  choose.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment today  will  bind  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  the  oassage  of  the  order  as  amen. led. 
By  recommitting  it  to  the  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  what  thev  do  recommend,  we  can 
have  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  ground  and  learn 
just  what  is  wanted.  We  certainly  cannot  under- 
stand the  amendment  now. 

Alderman  Clark— If  that  is  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  report  in  print, 
some  objections  udghr  be  made  to  their  report,  as 
has  been  clone  today.  Take  the  order  up.  read  it 
and  pick  out  all  the  flaws  you  can.  If  it 
is  wrong,  make  it  right,  "and  then  pass 
it  if  you  are  satisfied  that  it  is  right  to 
make  them  a  payment  on  account.  '  Now, 
suppose  it  is  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  :  they  may  not  be  wi-e  enough,  even  with 
the  aid  of  the  City  Solicitor,  to  frame  an  order 
just  exactly  as  this  Board  would  like  to  have  it 
passed.  The  original  order  and  the  amendments 
are  before  tin-  io.ird  ;  .,;,;  to  it  and  subtract  fiom 
it — you  have  time  to  do  it  todav.  Then  let  the 
Board  go  out  there  and  see  this  territory,  aud  if 
you  see  fit  to  ptss  the  order,  very  wel1 ;  if  not,  it 
will  go  over. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  the 
Highland  District  has  succeeded  in  getting  his 
amendment  in.  and  as  that  was  all  he  desired,  I 
move  that  the  Board  now  adjourn. 

Aldeiman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs. 
and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost— veas  1.  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Power.  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark.  Hall.  Harris, 
Peters.  Stebbins,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent— Alderman  Emery. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The'euairman  of  the  (  om- 
mittee  on  Street-  desires  the  amendment  to  b* 
ottered  at  this  time:  I  should  like  to  make  au 
amendment  to  the  first  order  in  the  sixth  line,  bv 
striking  out  the  words  "not  less  than  two- 
thirds—" 

The  Chairman— The  amendment  is  not  in  order; 
the  motion  to  recommit  taking  precedence. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Then  if  this  is  not  iceom- 
mitted  I  will  idler  the  amendment. 
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Alderman  Peters— The  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man show  the  necessity  for  recommitting. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Board  have  decided 
not  to  adjourn  and  the  Chairman  desires  that  the 
order  shall  be  amended. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  hope  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit will  not  be  carried;  this  is  the  best  way  to 
get  at  this  thing;  let  us  get  this  order  right  today, 
if  we  can  get  it  just  right  we  can  pass  it.  I  cer- 
tainly don't  want  the  order  passed  unless  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  city.  I  believe  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  to  make  a  payment  and  get  pos- 
session of  the 'streets.  I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
commit will  not  prevail  and  that  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  will  be  allowed  to  introduce  such 
amendments  as  he  chooses  It  would  certainly  b« 
a  great  benefit  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  even 
if  the  order  should  be  recommitted. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
should  be  recommitted.  From  the  remarks  of  ehe 
gentleman  f  think  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
find  out  where  they  are.  He  suggests  that  people 
may  sell  that  land  in  house  lots.  If  we  have  got 
s»ch  a  contract  as  that,  I  think  we  had  better 
find  out  where  we  are;  it  should  be  recommitted 
and  they  can  report  back.  If  the  city  has  got  it» 
foot  into  it,  we  had  better  advance  them  the 
money  in  order  to  prevent  the  land  from  being 
sold.  Now  if  this  company  has  got  into  difficulty 
and  cannot  carry  on  its  contract,  ami  if  we  fail 
to  give  them  money  and  they  are  likely  to  sell 
our.  to  somebody  else.  I  think  we  had  better 
recommit  the  order  so  that  the  committee  can 
show  us  what  the  possibilities  of  the  case  are  ex- 
actly. The  views  I  take  are  the  same  as  before. 
The  city  should  carry  out  its  contracts  to  the  let- 
ter. If  the  company  are  hard  up  for  money,  that 
is  no  reason  for  our  advancing  any  to  them  ;  there 
are  other  parties  in  Boston  who  need  money  as 
much  as  this  corporation  do,  and  we  cannot  give 
it  to  them.  Therefore  I  say  we  should  stick  to  our 
contracts  to  the  letter;  and  we  are  not  justified  in 
advancing  money  to  any  one,  because  they  say 
they  cannot  get  along  without  it.  If  our  prede- 
cessors have  made  a  foolish  contract  and  the  city 
has  put  its  foot  into  it,  the  only  way  to  get  the  city 
out  of  it  is  by  advancing  this  money  ;  and  we  had 
better  do  it. 

Alderman  Clark— There  has  been  no  money  paid 
except  by  vote  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to 
raise  the  grade  of  Huntington  avenue  and  build 
that  bridge.  The  city  has  uot  put  out  a  dollar  ex- 
cept what  has  been  done  by  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  I  have  no  sympathy  for  this  company; 
I  am  at  work  entirely  for  the  interest  of  the  city, 
and  I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
get  the  fee  of  this  laud. 

Alderman  Hall— Will  the  gentleman  explain 
how  this  company  came  by  this  land,  the  nature 
of  the  contract  by  which  they  agreed  to  maintain 
those  streets,  ami  also  whether  they  are  insolvent? 
Will  he  give  us  all  the  facts? 


Alderman  Clark— This  was  an  agreement  made 
by  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany, who  owned  the  land  abutting  on  those 
streets,  or  rather  the  land  through  which  these 
streets  were  constructed. 

Alderman  Hall— Of  whom  did  they  buy  them? 

Alderman  Clark— Of  a  great  many  individuals,  1 
presume;  I  think  partly  from  David  Sears,  or  his 
heirs,  and  other  parts  from  various  individuals. 

Alderman  Hall— I  understood  that  those  lands 
came  from  the  State,  and  that  there  was  an  agree- 
ment between  the  State  and  the  Water  Power 
Company  that  those  avenues  should  be  maintain- 
ed at  grade. 

Alderman  Clark— The  Alderman  from  Ward  10 
is  correct  as  to  Commonwealth  avenue  from 
Arlington  to  Exeter  street.  The  Water  Power 
Company,  in  connection  with  the  State,  laid  out 
several  stieets— Commonwealth  avenue,  Berke- 
ley, Dartmouth,  Clarendon,  Exeter— lam  not  suffi- 
ciently familiar  with  them  to  name  them  all.  But 
this  agreement  was  made  between  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  Water  Power  Com- 
pany. Of  course  it  was  important  for  the 
company  to  build  those  streets,  tor  it  was  an  ad- 
vantage to  their  land;  but  they  did  not  propose 
to  build  a  street  am  feet  wide.  Neither  was  it  neces- 
sary to  build.  Huntington  avenue  eightv  feet  wide. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  build  a  street  1()0  feet  wide 
to  develop  the  property.  So  with  Westchester  park 
street.  It  was  done  by  mutual  agree nt,  by  pri- 
vate individuals  and  corporations,  and  lias  proved 
an  immense  benefit  to  the  city  of  Boston.  No 
one  can  doubt,  when  he  sees  the  avenues  com- 
pleted, that  the  party  who  has  made  money  out 
of  this  operation  is  the  city  of  Boston.  You 
get  streets  for  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
where  the  land  could  not  be  bought  and  filled  to- 
day for  a  million.  As  soon  as  those  streets  are 
graded  and  put  in  order,  you  will  has  e  an  increas- 
ed valuation  there  whicli  will  be  entirely  surpris- 
ing. This  reclaimed  land  that  was  taxed'at.  fifteen 
cents  a  foot  is  assessed  this  year  from  #\  to  ,«:i  per 
foot.  So  you  will  find  the  same  improvement 
along  the  lands  of  the  Witcr  Power  Company.  Land 
is  taxed  this  year  at  SI. 25  a  foot  on  Huntington 
avenue  that,  before  the  tilling  of  that  street  was 
assessed  at  six  cents.  The  citv  really  derives  the 
most  benefit  by  the  filling  up  of  those  streets,  and 
now  that  they  are  completed  I  want  the  city  to 
become  possessed  of  them. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Brooks,  the  orders 
-  and  the  amendments  were  lead  again.  Aldeiman 
Worthington  said  the  committee  would  have  no 
objections  to  a  recommittal,  and  Alderman  Cutter 
thought  no  one  could  raise  any  objection  to  so 
fair  and  reasonable  a  proposition. 

The  report  and  orders  were  then  recommitted  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets— yeas  11,  nays  0— 
and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    17,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  71.,  o'clock  P.  M.,  E. 
0.  Shepard,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  S.  B.  Smith,  L.  M.  Warner,  Charles 
Davis  ami  Su-an  S.  Parker  ;  remonstrance  of  Com- 
pany 1>,  First  Battalion  of  Infantry  et  al.,  and 
communication  from  S.  G.  Drake.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Hatch,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  his  horse  and  vehicle  on  Parker  street. 
Accepted. 

Communication,  resolve  and  order  from  the 
Street  Commissioners  for  widening  of  Pleasant 
street,  f  nun  Main  to  Warren  street,  at  an  adjudg- 
ed expense  of  $15,542.50.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Reports  recommending  the  passage  of  resolves 
and  orders,  viz. :  1.  For  winening  Bowdoin  street, 
"between  Adams  "and  Washington  streets,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  *2ii.0!>9.89  (City 
Doc.  No.  100);  2.  For  widening  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  from  Lenox  to  Roxbury  street, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $53,341.65  (City 
Doc.  No.  98);  together  with  an  order  requesting 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  tin  order  to 
provide  the  means  to  pay  therefor;  3.  For 
■widening  Leverett  street  on  the  southwesterly 
side,  from  Charles  to  Brighton  street,  at  an  ad'- 
judgecl expense  of  ,s4l,!(70(Citv.  Doc.  No.99);  togeth- 
er with  an  order  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  report  an  order  to  provide  the  means 
to  pay  therefor.  Orders  severally  passed,  in  con- 
currence. 

On  the  question  of  giving  the  order  requesting 
the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means  to 
widen  Shawmut  avenue,  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 
raised  the  point  that  the  order  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  As  the  city  was  committed  to  the 
widening  bv  passing  the  resolve  and  order  from 
the  Street  Commissioners,  it  might  l>e  put  in  a  bad 
condition  to  refuse  to  pass  the  order  which  is  to 
come  from  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  President  decided  that  a  two-thirds  vote 
was  not  necessary  under  a  decision  of  the  City 
Solicitor  made  some  time  ago. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  result  was— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Notice  of  rejection  oi  the  order  requesting  tlto 
Mavor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authority  te 
widen  School  street.    Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  transmitting 
the  report,  ot  the  Medical  Commission  to  examine 
into  the  sanitary  quality  of  various  sources  ot 
water  supply.     Placed  on  file. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  appointing 
Henrv  G.  Crowell  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  vice  Albert  T.  Whiting,  resigned.  The 
appointment  was  confirmed. 

Report  and  orders,  with  amendments,  to  pay 
the  Boston  Water  Company  s.'OO.oOO  on  the  con- 
tract for  tilling  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 
Recommitted  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

free  SOUP. 

The  order  for  the  free  distribution  of  soup  came 
down  with  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  amendment  adopted  by  this 
Council  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  President— What  action  will  the  Council 
take— adhere  or  recede  ? 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  I— I  move  that  the  Council 
recede  from  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  wilt 
not  recede,  but  will  adhere  to  its  former  action. 
No  good  reasons  have  been  given  by  the  other 
branch  why  the  Council  should  recede;  no  argu- 
ments have  been  stated  why  we  should  recede. 
This  appropriation  is  to  be  passed  upon  by  this 
branch  and  the  other,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  in 
the  distribution  ol  this  soup,  or  the  expenditure 
of  this  money,  this  branch  of  the  Government 
should  be  represented. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  in—  1  hope,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7,  that  the  Council  will  adhere 
to  its  former  vote.  Practically,]  suppose  it  will 
-  not  make  a  great  ileal  of  difference- whether  this 


charity  is  dispensed  by  the  Committee  on  Police 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  by  a  joint  committee 
from  both  branches ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  a  principle  in  this  thing  which  we  ought 
to  regard,  and  I  think  the  Council  has  some  rights 
which  ought  to  be  respected.  We  have  already 
receded  from  one  former  vote,  and  conceded 
something  to  the  other  branch  in  this  matter 
upon  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice assured  him  that  the  last  amendment  of  this 
body  would  be  acceptable  to  the  other  branch. 
When  the  order  went  back  there,  only  two  mem- 
bers spoke  upon  this  subject,  and  both  against 
the  amendment.  One  won't  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Police  would  have  gained  a 
concurrent  vote  on  the  amendment,  and  at  pres- 
ent it  looks  like  a  breach  of  good  faith— at  any 
rate  it  shows  a  want  of  good  faith  in  his  not  ad- 
vocating concurrence.  I  think  the  other  branch 
have  made  an  error  in  confounding  this  matter 
with  the  regular  duties  of  the  police.  Ordinarily 
the  police  are  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. In  this  charity  the  police  act  not  as  police- 
men, but  as  almoners  of  the  city's  charity,  and 
we  are  acting  in  concurrence  with  the  act  of  the 
last  Legislature,  which  gives  the  City  Council,  not 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  poor 
Therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  clearly  a  mat- 
ter for  joint  action  and  not  for  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men alone.  The  amendment  offered  at  the  last 
meeting  had  the  appearance  of  a  compromise  of 
the  difference  between  the  two  branches.  We 
have  yielded  our  first,  desire  in  the  matter,  and  I" 
think  a  proper  regard  for  the  dignity  and  rights 
of  this  bodv  will  compel  us  to  adhere  to  our  for- 
mer vote,  and  then  if  delay  is  occasioned  the 
blame  will  fall  on  the  oilier  b'ranch. 

Mi-.  Perkins  id'  Ward  16— I  hope  it  will  not  be 
out  of  place  to  state  that  in  the  report  of  my 
remarks  in  this  connection,  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  reporter  made  me  state  that  Mr.  Amoiy  was 
in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  this  charity  by  a 
committee.  The  reporter  no  doubt,  misunderstood 
me.  Mr.  Amory  said  he  thought  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  tins  charity  could  be 
left  to  be  investigated  by  a  committee.  I  do  not 
wish  Mr.  Auiorv  to  be  misunderstood  in  the  Oov- 
ernment  or  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 
but  in  this  case  I  think  it  would  be  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  dignity  of  the  Council  to  recede. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  are  evidently  in  the  sulks 
in  ttiis  matter  and  are  bound  to  have  their  own 
way.  They  have  taken  a  stand,  with  a  chip 
on  their  shoulders,  and  unless  there  is  some 
practical  advantage  to  be  gamed,  I  think  we  had 
better  recede  rather  than  join  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  this  branch  to  that  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. If  we  are  to  gain  anything  by  adding 
that  committee,  let  lis  do  it.  But  I  think  we 
should  preserve  our  dignity  better  by  passing  it 
by,  and  letting  the  Aldermen  have  their  own  way. 

Mr.   Pease   of  Ward  1— My   only   object  was   to 


have  this  matter  settled,  and  let  the  people  get 
the  soup.  It  matters  not  to  me  how  it  is  done.  I 
rfainly  think  we  should  have  a  joint  committee, 


but  as  the  other  branch  seems  determined  to  have 
it  done  by  the  Committee  on  Police,  i  made  the 
motion  to  facilitate  matters. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Two  great  questions 
have  come  before  the  Council  this  year.  One  is 
the  water  question,  which  has  consumed  a  great 
deal  of  time;  the  other  is  the  soup  que d.ion, which 
is  consuming  a  great  deal  of  time.  There  are 
three  parties  to  this  question— the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  Common  Council  and  the  poor  of  the 
eity.  The  Aldermen  have  acted  wisely  in  this 
ease.  They  have  a  small  committee  of  three,  and, 
with  the  knowledge  which  the  police  possess,  I 
would  prefer  them  to  a  committee  of  six  who  be- 
long to  the  Common  Council.  Now,  sir,  as  I  said 
last  week,  1  should  rather  give  this  matter  into 
the  hands  of  a  smaller  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  It  is  cheaper  and  more  economical. 
If  you  put  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  three  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  the  committee,  how  soon  will  they 
agree  to  anything?  Will  they  agree  to  any  plan 
sooner  thaii  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will?  I  sup- 
pose not.  They  may  meet  a  dozen  times  a  day, 
take  breakfast 'at  the  Parker  House  and  perhaps 
dinner,  and  when  you  get  through  with  the  com- 
mittee there  wont  lie  .si.'iono  for  the  poor.  Now,  sir, 
the  poor  want  soup.   If  there  is  any  dignity  in  this 
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Council  we  ought  to  recede.  The  Board  of  Alder- 
men are  superior  to  this  branch ;  the  Mayor  is  su- 
perior to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  should 
give  way  to  the  Mayor.  Now,  the  poor  want  this 
soup,  and  if  we  do  hot  concur  perhaps  this  ques- 
tion may  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council,  and 
perhaps  they  may  get  into  a  quarrel,  and  the  poor 
will  never  get  it.  I  think  the  sooner  the  poor  get 
it  the  better,  and  the  less  dinners  a  joint  commit- 
tee gets  out  of  the  money  the  better. 

The  Council  refused  to  recede— 25  for,  31 
against. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity that  soup  should  be  furnished.  Now  I 
want  to  sav  that  the  proper  way  for  us,  as  reason- 
able men, 'is  to  have  a  committee  of  conference. 
I  do  not  desire  to  make  the  motion,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  placed  upon  that  committee.  But  I 
hope  some  gentleman  who  feels  as  much  interest 
in  the  question  as  f  do,  and  has  not  done  as  much 
of  the  labor  as  I  have,  will  move  for  a  committee 
of  conference.  I  would  l  lake  the  motion,  it  I 
were  not  opposed  to  being  upon  that  committee. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  AVard  16— For  the  purpose  of 
solving  the  vexed  question  of  soup,  I  think  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  would 
be  appropriate ;  and  I  therefore  move  that  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  of  three  members  be  appoint- 
ed to  see  if  we  cannot  do  something. 

The  motion  prevailed— ISO  for.  15  against;  and 
Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  10,  Brackett  of  Ward  10 
and  Flynn  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee", and  the  order  was  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the   heirs   of    George  F.  Bartlett 

$1609.50,  for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned 
by  laying  out  and  widening  Huuneman  street. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Motion  to  reeonsidei  the  vote  whereby  was  ac- 
cented the  report  of  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  charges  that  the  scheme  for  taking  water  from 
Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  is  one  of  specula- 
tion,  etc. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  who  had  the  floor  at  the 
last  meeting,  when  the  Council  was  declared  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  quorum,  continued  his  re- 
marks on  the  subject.  He  read  the  first  letter 
from  the  Clerk  of  Committees  requesting  him  to 
appear  before  the  committee  and  was  proceeding 
to  read  his  reply  to  that  note,  when  the  point  of 
order  was  laiseil  by  Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15,  that 
no  member  has  a  right  to  read  such  a  communica- 
tion in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  it  was  a.  part  of  his  argument. 

The  President  ruled  that  if  any  member  object- 
ed, Mr.  Shaw  could  not  read  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  if  he  could  send  it  to  the  Chair 
or  to  the  clerk  to  be  read. 

The  President  said  the  parliamentary  rule  was 
that  no  member  has  a  right  to  read  any  written 
paper,  although  ordinarily  no  objection  is  made 
to  the  reading  of  a  written  speech;  but  if  objec- 
tion is  made  he  would  not  have  the  light  to  read 
even  his  own  speech,  or  any  paper  or  communica- 
tion without  obtaining  leave  of  i lie  house. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  that  Mr.  Shaw  be 
allowed  to  read  the  communication. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
question. 

Mr.  Putnam  hoped  permission  womd  not  be 
given  to  read  the  communication.  The  Council, 
by  four  consecutive  votes,  had  decided  against 
the  gentleman  fromJWard  5;  first  upon  the- pass- 
age of  the  original  order  to  a  second  reading,  the 
majority  being  a  large  one.  k  motion  to  lav  that 
order  upon  the  table  was  defeated;  the  order  was 
passed,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted, 
and  subsequently  the  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,  calling  upon  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees for  his  communication,  was  defeated— in  each 
case  by  a  large  majority.  He  thought  it  an  insult 
to  the  Council  to  force  this  question  again 
and  again  upon  them,  after  it  had  been  settled  by 
such  large  majorities.  The  report  expressed  the 
sense  of  a  majority  of  the  Council,  and  he  hoped 
the  Council  would  have  more  dignity  than  to 
allow  this  question  to  be  foisted  upon  them  again. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  said  he  made  the  motion 
out  of  resnert  for  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and 
he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  should  be 
heard  in  his  own  defence.  He  was  satisfied  to 
have  the  public  at  laige  judge  between  Mr.  Shaw 
and  the  committee. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0  said  he  understood  the 
question  to  be  whether  the  communication  should 
be  read  to  the  Council,  which  was  nothing  but 
another  and  an  ingenious  method  of  bringing  up 


the  question  ot  having  it  printed,  which  the  Coun- 
cil had  refused  to  do.  He  had  no  right  to  refuse  to 
sit  in  his  seat  and  listen  to  any  remarks  a  member 
saw  fit  to  make.  At  the  last  meeting  he  not  only 
remained,  but  endeavored  to  secure  enough  mem- 
bers to  form  a  quorum  that  the  member  from 
Ward  5  should  make  his  remarks  at  that  time. 
But  he  did  not  think  the  Council  should  be  com- 
pelled to  sit  there  and  listen  to  the  reading  of  a 
long  communication  which  they  did  not  want  to 
hear. 

Mr.  Dennvof  Ward  !>  said  he  came  to  the  City 
Government  to  serve  the  city  according  to  his  best 
judgment  anil  ability.  Thev  are  anproaching  the 
eiulof  the  year,  and  it  is  pretty  well  known  out- 
side of  the*  Council  that  they  had  been  obliged  to 
liston  to  long  harangues  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  afterwards  known  it  to  be  stated  by 
the  gentleman  that  he  had  accomplished  his  pur- 
pose and  killed  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Dennv  had  no  right  to  make  such  a  statement, 
foi  it'is  not  true,  and  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
a  personal  attack  upon  him. 

The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Denny  against 
making  personal  remarks. 

Mr.  Denny  said  that  he  had  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Wa id  5  say  that  he  had  made  remarks 
to  kill  time. 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  denied  the  statement  in  toto. 
Mr.  Dennv  said  the  method  of  debate  adopted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  been  of  such  a 
eiiaiaeter  that  it  deprives  him  of  any  of  the  privi- 
leges he  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to;  that  is 
the  feeling  expi  e-scd  oy  members  of  the  Council, 
and  it  has  been  of  sufficient  notniety  to  be  notic- 
ed in  the  public  pre?s.  They  had  listened  to  the 
charges  male  and  adopted  the  method  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5;  a  committee  was 
appointed,  the  gentleman  was  notified,  and  it  was 
supposed  he  would  furnish  the  information.  He 
preferred  to  take  another  course  and  sent  a  com- 
munication, which  appeared  in  the  public  prints 
before  it  reached  the  committee.  Every  member 
knows  the  contents  of  that  paper,  and  they  had 
had  enough  of  this  subject.  They  had  only  two 
more  meetings  and  could  uot  afford  time  to  let 
the  gentleman  make  his  speeches  and  read  his 
communication. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  ;>  asked  if,  in  this  free  coun- 
try, a  member  of  a  political  body  was  to  be  gagged 
in  this  way.  He  asked  nothing  but  his  legislative 
right  to  debate  a  matter.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  with  his  smoboeracy,  could  not  put  words 
into  the  speaker's  mouth,  nor  brains  in  his  head, 
for  he  had  not  them  to  spare.  To  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Deuny,  in  regard  to  notoriety,  he  said  that 
gentleman  hau  gained  notoriety'  by  announcing 
through  the  press  that  if  he  should  receive  a  nom- 
ination for  the  State  Senate- 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  raised  the  point  that  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Shaw  were  not  germane  to  the 
question. 
The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 
Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  aware  that  the  illustrious 
trio,  composed  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  High- 
lands [Mr.  Putnam],  from  the  sickly  district  on 
the  Back  Bay  [Mr.  Denny],  and  from  the  West 
End  [Mr.  Crocker],  always  attempt  to  call  him 
to  order,  but  they  never  would  succeed  in  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  right  to  speak.  He  noticed  that 
they  are  frequently  out  of  order,  but  no  one  rises 
to  call  them  to  order.  He  never  called  a  member 
to  order  in  the  thirteen  sessions  of  his  legislative 
experience.  He  said  Ins  communication  was  to 
the  effect  that  he  had  been  wronged ;  that  he  had 
never  been  notified  by  that  committee  to  appear 
before  them,  and  there  is  no  record  to  show  that 
Mr.  Bugbee  was  authorized  to  notify  him. 
Was  he  to  take  the  simple  ipse  dixit 
of  the  clerk?  The  points  in  his  communi- 
cation would  be  debated  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  had  to  sit  there  till  midnight.  There  is  n't 
a  power  on  earth  that  can  prevent  his  voice  from 
being  heard,  as  he  had  a  right  to  give  his  reasons 
for  thinking  that  report  untrue.  He  had  never 
refused  to  go  before  that  committee;  the  lan- 
guage of  his  communication  was,  "I  decline  at  the 
present  time  to  accept  your  polite  invitation." 
He  did  not  wonder  that  gentleman  did  not  want 
to  hear  it  read.  He  never  intended  to  go  before 
the  committee,  but  he  never  refused  to  go.  It  is 
grossly  untrue,  as  stated  in  the  report,  that  he  re- 
fused to  gj.  The  public  can  judge  whether  this 
is  a  harangue  or  a  member  standing  singly  and 
alone  in  his  place  defending  his  rights  as  a  mem- 
ber and  his  character  as  a  man.  His  character 
had  been  called  in  question  in  the  other  branch, 
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and  was  hi>  to  stand  there  after  a  reelection  by 
double  the  relative  majority  be  had  ever  befoi'e 
received  and  submit  to  lie  insulted  by  a  member 
of  the  other  branch?  Not  so  long  as  bis  voice 
could  be  raised  in  that  room.  If  gentlemen  were 
afraid  to  hear  his  communication  read  he  was  con- 
tent. The  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  says  it 
is  an  insult  to  the  Council;  if  lie  had  been  reelect- 
ed, instead  of  defeated,  lie  might  stand  up  for  the 
rights  of  the  Council;  he  has  been  left  at  home, 
and  the  spei  ker  had  been  returned;  the  voice  of 
the  people  has  been  heard,  and  they  will  speak 
again  when  he  shall  invoke  that  voice.  The  pres- 
sure which  hao  been  brought  against  him  had 
reelected  him  to  a  seat  (there.  He  was  willing 
to  discard  the  reading  and  hoped  to  be  allowed 
to  refer  to  his  written  notes. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  said  if  he  had  known  Mr. 
Shaw  intended  to  allude  to  the  defeat  of  other 
gentlemen,  be  would  not  have  moved  to  allow  the 
reading,  as  he  was  in  the  same  boat  himself. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  Mr.  i'utnaiu  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  thought  the  better  way 
was  to  allow  the  reading,  as  it  would  save  time. 
The  argument  that  gentlemen  do  not  want  to 
hear  it  is  not  a  dignified  one  ;  they  listen  to  a  great 
many  speeches  they  do  not  want  to  hear.'  The 
true 'way  is  to  hear  a  gentleman,  and  they  would 
get  through  much  sooner. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  tj  thought  the  dignity  of 
the  Council  did  not  require  the  reading  of  the 
document,  which  was  written  to  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees, and  is  considered  of  an  improper  char- 
acter. Most  of  the  members  have  read  it  already, 
and  the  Council  have  voted  that  they  do  not  want 
to  hear  it.  No  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  with  his  well-known  prolixity,  will  take  time 
enough  either  way. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  lost — yeas  2, 
nays  0. 

The  motion  to  permit  the  reading  was  lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  not  my  custom  to 
write  out  any  remarks  1  may  have  to  make  in  the 
Council,  but  as  some  here  are  in  the  habit  of  put- 
ting into  my  mouth  words  which  I  never  used,  I 
have  put  a  few  thoughts  on  to  paper,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  question  about  my  language  or  inten- 
tion. It  will  be  observed  that  my  claim  was,  that 
I  could  not  be  summoned  before  the  committee, 
as  a  defendant  or  otherwise,  except  by  order  of 
the  committee  itsrlf.  My  claim  was  that  the  com- 
mittee, as  a  committee  in  regular  meeting,  had 
never  asked  me  to  appear  before  them.  I  did  not 
then ;  and  I  have  stated  since  that  I  never  did 
intend  to  appear  before  them  on  any  summons 
issued  by  a  clerk,  or  even  by  a  chairman,  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  full  committee. 
The  report  says  that  the  clerk  had  that  authority 
(or  to  that  effect),  but  I  was  never  notified  that  he 
had  any  such  authority,  nor  did  it  then  appear 
anywhere  that  he  was  so  authorized.  Where  the 
committee  say  I  "refused  to  appear,"  I  say  that  is 
not  true,  because  I  never  had  any  notice  that  I 
was  bound  to  answer.  Of  this  reason  w  hy  I  did  not 
appear,  the  committee  had  full  information  in  the 
first,  second  and  third  articles  of  lm  communica- 
tion, which  was  in  their  own  hands.  Still  they  never 
gave  me  any  notice  that  I  was  bound  to  answer. 
Everything  that  I  have  said,  even  when  I  said  at 
the  meeting  before  the  last  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  was  based  upon 
my  communication,  which!  they  had  in  their  pos- 
session. They  knew  why  I  did  not  appear,  and 
why  I  did  not  intend  to  appear.  If  the  committee 
themseVves  had  directed  notice  requesting  me  to 
appear,  and  had  so  informed  me,  the  case  would 
have  changed,  and  I  should,  from  want  of  cour- 
tesy, perhaps,  been  derelict.  Some  may  think 
that  this  was  sharp  practice  on  my  part.  My  reply 
to  that  is  'bat  the  ntlurl,  on  me  was  slitirji  in'url ire. 
It  was  a  hostile  attack  on  me.  I  consider  my  lan- 
guage torturer!  fiom  ils  true  meaning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  .justifying  this  attack.  It  was  persisted  in 
after  I  had  explained  from  my  seat  orer  and  over 
again,  that  I  never  meant  to'  charge  any  corrup- 
tion or  fraud  on  any  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, as  every  fair  man  here  must  admit.  And  I 
here  repeat  and  say,  that  I  never  did  hear  that 
any  member  of  the 'Government  was  influenced  by 
personal  considerations,  except  in  two  instances, 
one  in  the  other  branch  and  one  in  this,  and  that 
related  to  the  general  talk  of  their  hopes  and 
desire  to  be  appointed  on  the  Water  Commission. 
But  neither  of  those  instances  was  in  my  mind 
then,  nor  does  the  language  charged  against  me 
justly  include  either  of  them,  lint  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  this  attack  is  made  upon  me   by  the 


only  member  of  this  branch  who  has  been,  even 
by  rumor,  supposed  to  be  influenced  on  thii  water 
question  by  hope  of  reward.  I  hope  the  zeal 
which  has  prompted  this  attack  is  not  the  result 
of  mercenary  motives.  I  have  no  apology  to 
make;  nothing  to  take  back.  The  record  will 
stand  for  all  tim  3  to  come,  that  my  children  and 
yours  and  those  who  may  come  after  us,  and  those 
who  may  hereafter  occupy  these  seats,  may 
know  who  has  been  here  when  we  are  gone. 
Now,  sir,  as  this  attack  on  me  partakes,  to  a  great 
extent,  of  a  personal  character,  I  may  be  excused 
for  answering  it  with  some  suggestions  personal 
to  myself,  especially  now  as  the  dying  embers  of 
the  present  city  Government  are  fast  fading  out 
and  the  most  of  us  will  soon  part  to  meet  no  more 
together  this  side  of  eternity.  This  war  upon  lire 
has  raged  from  Bunker  Hill  over  Beacon  Hill, 
down  through  the  sickh  valley  of  the  Hack  Bay  and 
across  from  the  Twelfth  Ward  over  the  South' Bos- 
ton flats,  with  aldenaanie  vengeance,  and  the  ene 
my  has  even  ventured  to  invade  and  entrench  up- 
on the  spot  where  stood  old  Fort  Hill ;  but  there 
Greek  met  Greek,  and  back  to  their  own 
dung  hills  skulked  the  cohorts  of  the  ring, 
repulsed  and  routed,  horse,  foot  and  dragoon. 
We  read  in  the  good  book  that  the  Israelites  es- 
caped from  the  bondage  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
that  the  Lord  opened  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea 
and  made  dry  land  for  their  safe  passage.  But 
when  "Pharaoh  with  his  chariot,  and  his  600 
chosen  chariots,  and  all  the  chariots  of  Egypt" 
pursued  them, the  waters  closed  over  the  pursuers 
and  men,  horses  and  chariots  were  ingulfed.  The 
labor  of  certain  hosts  with  men,  chariots,  horses 
.  and  money,  who  attempted  with  great  power  to 
bring  me  into  contempt,  and  thus  defeat  my  re- 
election to  the  Council  by  forcing  nie  into  "no  en- 
viable position,"  has  been  a  Red  Sea  expedition 
repeated,  with  the  lo-s  of  their  time,  labor  and 
money.  The  waters  have  closed  ever  them,  and  I 
am  returned  to  the  Council  by  double  the  relative 
majority  I  ever  before  received.  This  to  me  is 
conclusive  that  the  people  of  Boston  sustain  my 
views  and  the  course  I  have  pursued  since  I  have 
held  a  seat  at  this  board,  and  is  satisfaction  enough. 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  these  words  ("no  enviable 
position")  were  not  coined  in  the  brain,  nor  indict- 
ed by  the  pen  of  any  member  of  that  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Council.  At 
the  impious  feast  given  by  Belshazzar,  king  of 
Babyjon,  to  his  thousand  lords,  there  wasseen  this 
handwriting  upon  the  wall  of  his  temple:  "Mene, 
mene  :  tela!  wplwrsin  .'"  And  that  night  was  Bel- 
shazzar,  king  of  the  Chaldeans,  slain.  Now  let 
there  be  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  walls  of  this 
hall  these  significant  words,  "No  Enviable  Posi- 
tion," that  they  may  stand  as  a    warning   to  every 


too,  may  meet  the  fate  of  the  impious  Belshazzar. 
No  one  is  more  fullv  aware  than  myself  of  the  fact 
that  I  have  made  many  enemies  since  1  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  public  affairs  of  the  city 
and  the  State ;  but  I  trust  that  I  have  also  made 
not  a  few  friends  in  endeavoring  to  do  my  duty. 
Prom  the  district  I  now  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent I  have  been  elected  to  the  Council,  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  some  ten  or 
twelve  times,  and  there  lives  upon  the  soil  of  Mas- 
sachusetts but  a  single  individual  who  has  served 
a  larger  number  of  pgi-lativc  terms  than  myself, 
but  never  before  last  Tuesday  was  1  chosen  by 
one-half  the  relative  majoiity  which  I  then  re- 
ceived. I  thank  Cod  that  an  inheritance  of  honor 
and  integrity  has  comedown  tome  fiom  my  an- 
cestors, which  fortifies  me  against  the  attacks, 
both  inside  and  outside  of  this  place,  of 
wily  scbemists,  however  much  may  be 
their  abuse,  however  deeply  laid  their  plans. 
I  thank  God,  sir,  that  in  my  veins  runs  an  inherit- 
ance of  the  blood  of  those  Pilgrim  patriots,  among 
whom  were  William  Brewster,  .John  Carver,  Ed- 
ward Winslow,  ,b  hn  Robinson,  Myles  Standisli, 
Isaac  Allerton  and  Jonn  Alden,  who,  persecuted 
for  opinion's  sake,  left  the  little  town  of  .Scrueby 
in  the  west  id'  England  in  Kills,  and  after  sojourn- 
ing in  Holland  till  1010,  set  sail  for  this  continent 
and  landed  on  the  "rough  and  rock-bound  coast" 
of  Plymouth  shore  in  HI20-  251  years  ago. 

I  thank  God  that  their  principles,  as  well  as 
their  blood,  are  inherited  by  some  of  us,  and  that 
their  independence  and  freedom  of  thought, 
speech  and  action  are  our  political  inherit- 
ance, and  are  .guaranteed  to  us  so  long  as 
this  country  of  ours  remains  the  "Land 
of  the  free  and  the  b<5me  of  the  brave." 
One  of  old  said,  "Had   I   but   served  mv  Cod  with 
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half  the  zeal  I've  served  my  king"  etc.  Let  me 
sav,  had  I  but  served  my  pocket  (since  I  have  been 
here)  with  half  the  zeal  I  've  served  my  city,  I 
should  have  been  a  richer  if  not  a  wiser  man. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  "Ward  9  explained,  in  regard  to 
the  remark  of  Mr.  Shaw  connecting  Mr.  Denny's 
name  with  the  State  senatoiship,  that  when  Mr. 
Denny  was  asked  to  stand,  his  reply  was  that 
of  a  man  who  wanted  no  office,  and  wanted  no 
man  to  work  for  him,  and  that  being  understood. 
he  was  willing  to  do  what  service  he  could  for  his 
fellow  citizens  without  interfering  with  his  own 
business. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  that  now  that  Mr. 
Shaw  had  succeeded  in  inflicting  his  eloquent 
oration,  as  they  would  be  expected  to  call  it,  upon 
the  unwilling  ears  of  the  Council,  and  had  com- 
pelled the  Council  to  allow  him  to  exercise  his  in- 
alienable light  to  make  a  nuisance  of  himself,  he 
hoj  «1  the  Council  would  proceed  r.ow  to  re- 
consider. 

The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Crocker  against 
personalities. 

Mr.  Shaw  continued  his  remarks,  saying  he  had 
received  communications  from  the  late  George 
B.  Upton  and  Gardner  Brewer,  express- 
ing confidence  in  his  integrity  and  coin- 
mending  the  position  he  had  taken  against 
accepting  the  Sudbury  River  act.  He  had  infor- 
mation that  laborers  upon  the  banks  of  Sudbury 
River,  after  bathing  therein,  had  been  contami- 
nated with  skin  diseases.  Mr.  Upton  called  upon 
him  several  times  to  submit  advice,  and  Mr. 
Brewer  called  upon  him  a  few  clays  before  his 
death  and  thanked  him  for  speaking  as  plainly  as 
he  had.  The  gentleman  from  the  Ninth  Ward 
may  make  a  great  fuss  (.-bout  having  his  name  in 
the  papers,  and  then  have  it  explained ;  but  he  had 
some  experience  in  legislative  matters, and  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Wards  t;  and  !i  might  slur  him  as  they 
pleased ;  no  Uriah  Heep  from  the  Sixth  or  any  other 
ward  could  bluff  him  clown.  Money  had  been 
spent  to  defeat  him,  and  i£  it  were  in  order  he 
could  name  persons  under  the  cover  of  City  Hall; 
they  had  hired  horses  and  coaches  to  drive  about 
and  defeat  him.  He  had  never  expected  to  come 
there  again,  and  would  not  but  for  those  words, 
"no  enviable  position."  But  it  had  -been  the 
proudest  day  of  his  life  to  receive  such  an  over- 
whelming majority.  To  those  who  wish  to  raise 
points  of  order,  he  said  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to 
put  them  in  at  one  fell  swoop,  as  did  Lord  Timo- 
thy Dexter,  who  printed  a  book  and  put  the  stops 
all  on  the  last  page.  He  had  never  made  a  charge 
against  any  member  in  connection  with  the  Sud- 
bury scheme.  He  believed  that  if  the  members  of 
the  committee  had  all  read  that  communication  a 
different  report  would  have  been  made,  and  that 
no  such  words  as  unenviable  position  would 
have  been  written.  Those  words  were  not  written 
by  any  member  of  the  committee.  There  is  a 
power  behind  the  throne  which  is  sometimes 
mightier  than  the  throne  itself.  When  he  was 
chairman  of  a  committee  he  made  hi^  own  reports, 
and  when  simply  a  member  he  always  ascertains 
who  writes  the  reports. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion 
for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Kimball  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
a  vote. 

Mr.  Crocker  objected  to  the  withdrawal. 

The  President  ruled  that  under  the  ninth  rule" 
the  motion  could  be  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Shaw 
withdrew  it. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  presented  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  stating 
that  1  he  committee  had  learned  that  thev  could 
build  the  whole  of  the  Prospect-street  School- 
house,  in  Charlestown,  for  the  amount  named  in 
the  oiigiual  order  for  only  a  part  of  the  work. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  in  the  City 
Council  July  l;j,  1874,  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  contract  tor  the  work  of  exca- 
vating the  cellar  and  building  the  foundation 
walls  and  placing  the  first  floor, upon  the  same  for 
a  building  for  a  grammar  schoolhouse  on  Pros- 
I  ect  and  Edgcworth  streets,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  rescinded. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  grammar  school- 
house  on  land  belonging  to  the  city,  situated  on 
Prospect  street,  at  the  corner  of  Edgeworth  street, 
Charlestown,  from  plans  approved  bv  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. at  an  estimated  cost 


oi  s7f,,omi;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation already  made  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  grammar  schoolhouse,  Winthrop  Dis- 
trict, Charlestown. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  who  ex- 
plained the  subject,  the  rule  was  suspended,  and 
the  orders  were  read  twice,  passed  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Dacey  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  wisdom 
of  the  committee,  in  finding  that  they  could  build 
the  whole  structure  for  what  they  thought  a  part 
of  it  would  cost. 

THE    SUDBUKY-KIVER  SCHEME. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  seize  the  waters  of  Sudbury  Kiver  and 
Farm  pond  to  convey  them  into  the  city.  I  ask 
to  have  that  order  taken  up  because  I 'consider 
that  this  matter  should  be  sett'ed  by  this  City 
Government;  I  feel  that  it  is  important,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  every  one  else  does.  If  it  is  taken 
up  I  have  a  few  facts  and  figures  in  answer  to 
some  statements  that  have  been  made  in  regard 
to  the  Charles  Kiver  plan.  I  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  get  them  up,  and  I  should  like  to  state 
them. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12--\Ve  have  only  received 
the  report  of  the  medical  commission  thif  even- 
ing, and  we  ought  to  have  time  to  look  over  it 
before  we  take  a  vote  on  the  Sudbury  Kiver  here. 


Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— We  had  the  real  result  of 
that  report  some  time  ago,  and  I  don't  desire  to 
vote  upon  the  question  tonight.  But  I  think  it - 
nothing  more  than  fair  that  the  whole  ina.ter  of  a 
water  supply  should  be  presented  to  the  Council. 
The  advocates  of  the  tliffi  rent  schemes  other  than 
Sudbury  River  have  had  their  day,  the  advo- 
cates of  Sudbury  River  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  present  its  merits. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  was  about  to  make  a 
similar  motion  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
arose;  but  inasmuch  as  we  have  just  received 
this  report  I  think  if  might  be  as  well  to  take  the 
order  from  the  table  and  specially  assign  it.  I  am 
aware  that  the  gentleman  has  some  facts  and  fig- 
ures which  he  wishes  to  state  to  the  Council,  but 
I  have  not  any  idea  that  we  shall  get  a  vote  upon 
it  this  evening.  But  I  do  think  we  should  take  a 
vote  next  week,  and  for  this  reason  :  when  we  go 
to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  Charles  Kiver  we 
shall  be  met  with  this  question  :  ••Why  did  not  you 
act  upon  the  report  that  you  had?"  I  think  if  we 
do  not  act  upon  it  it  will  prejudice  our  case ;  if  we 
either  take  the  Sudbury  Kiver  or  rein  -e  it  we  can 
do  better  than  if  we  take  no  action  at  all. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Want  15—1  wish  to  add  my  views 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1.  1  sincere- 
ly hope  this  order  will  be  taken  from  the  table, 
especially  in  the  interest  of  some  of  us  who  have 
not  Deen  fortunate  enough  to  be  returned  here  by 
29*  votes,  who  wish  to  appear  upon  the  record  in 
this  matter  before  we  return  to  private  life.  There 
are  only  one  or  two  meetings  to  be  held,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  decir'e  the  question  before  the  year 
is  ended. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  taken  from  the  table.  I  suppose  the  gentleman 
arose  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  upon'  the  elec- 
tion. He  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  be  returned 
by  29*  votes;  but  he  was  .unfortunate  enough  to  be 
left  at  home  by  almost  as  many  votes. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
question  was  upon  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Train   of    Ward   13— The    gentleman    from 


Charle*  is  the  source  of  all  others  to  get  a  per- 
manent supply  from.  I  agree  with  him  as 
tar  as  the  supply  goes,  but  am  hot  quite  sure  that 
it  is  the  best  source.  As  to  the  sanitary  qualities, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  as  far  as  heard  from, 
places  the  two  about  on  an  equality.  As  to  the 
quantity,  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  Charles 
affords  the  largest  supply:  but,  sir,  how  much  do 
we  require  in  addition  to  the  present  supply  for 
the  next  twenty  years?  1  state  it  at  twenty 
millions  ol  gallons  daily,  giving  us  at  the  lowest 
estimate  thirty-five  millions  of  gallons  per  day. 
(Some  of  us  may  want  a  few  drops  extra  before 
then,  but  that  ought  to  be  enough  for  all  practical 
purpcf.es. 1  What  we  are  after  is  not  a  source  to 
supply  all  the  water  used,  but  a  sure  addition  to 
our  present  stock  to  insure  a  full  supply  at  all 
times  and  for  all  purposes.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the 
cost  of  the  Sudbury  plan.  The  cost  for  building 
the    conduit  from'  Kami  Pond,  land  carnage,  the 
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construction  of  four  storage  basins  (the  estimated 
plan  in  report  sr>  contemplates  seven  basins,  but  I 
am  informed  that,  to  furnish  all  we  possibly  re- 
quire, it  can  lie  stored  in  four  basins,  and  on  that 
plan  I  have  ray  figures),  is  $4,988,318.  This  is  not 
guess  work,  but  figures  based  on  plans  already 
"made,  showing  every  section  along  the  route, 
vouched  for  by  our  engineers,  and  these  figures 
were  made  at  prices  of  two  years  ago  and,  as 
everybody  knows,  would  be  much  less  today,  as 
material  and  labor  are  lower.  Now,  sir,  we  are  to 
add  to  this  the  mill  damages  below  the  point  of 
taking,  which  is  the  cost  oi  the  water.  Gentlemen 
have  stated  them  at  two  millions  of  dollars.  This 
is  simply  an  exaggerated  statement,  founded  on 
no  estimate,  but  merely  a  wild  assertion.  I  wish 
to  make  a  special  point  on  this  fact,  i  know  par- 
ties who  will  guarantee  the  damage  for  S500.000, 
and  will  make  monev  at  that ;   but    whether    that 


with  the  matter,  that  the  damage  would 
be  imaginary.  1  asked  the  question  of  two 
or  three  prominent  agents  what  in  their  judgment 
would  b.e  the  difference  in  the  flow  of  Concord 
River,  after  the  jui 
Assabet ;  their  reply  ' 
far  the  great  '-bugbear"  of  mill  damage  like  Ken 
Butler,  after  all,  amounts  to  but  little.  We  do  not 
propose  to  dry  up  Sudbury  River,  but  to  store 
from  the  waste  sufficient  to  fill  one,  two  or  three 
basins,  from  which  to  draw  in  case  of  need.  On 
the  Charle-  we  should  have  to  flow  4000  acres  in  a 
single  basin,  a  large  portion  of  it  necessarily 
shallow,  to  be  drawn  down  in  a  dry  time,  to  per- 
haps four  or  five  feet,  consequently  impure  and 
unfit  for  use.  This  question  of  basins  "is  an  im- 
portant one"  with  me.  This  will  be  the  only  stor- 
age basin  on  the  Charles.    On  the  Sudbury 


build  three  or  four    basins,   enough   to  su 


mild  : 


for  twenty  years, ami  b>  and  by  we  can  buil 
other,  and  still  another,  for  the  plan  con- 
templates seven  basins,  each  connected  with 
the  other,  and  yet  each  separate  and  com- 
plete in  itself.  It  seems  a-s  if  Nature's  God 
had  foreseen  our  present  position  and  arranged  the 
surroundings  to  suit  our  present  need,  for  should 
we  have  these  basins  made  to  order  we  could  not 
improve  on  what  is  already  prepared  for  our  use. 
As  I  have  stated,  the  cost  of  land,  conduit,  and 
other  expenses  will  not  exceed  .--5,0(10,000,  and  this 
estimate  includes  the  contract  for  the  Chestnut 
Hill  tunnel.  On  the  Charles,  allowing  the  mill 
damage  to  be  the  same,  the  cost  of  land,  conduit, 
interest  for  pumping,  cost  of  machinery,  etc.,  wili 
be  for  the  same  quantity  of  water  as  from  the 
Sudbury,  85,000,000;  add  to  this  repair  bills  and  the 
liability  of  machinery  to  get  out  of  order,  and  the 
dilfercncc  in  favor  of  the  Sudbury  plan  issl.oOO.ooo. 
The  time  of  completing  the  work  would  be 
nearly  the  same,— two  years  at  the  outside 
and  perhaps  less.  The  Sudbury  plan  could  be  ac- 
complished sooner,  as  the  work  would  be  com- 
menced at  once ;  whereas  the  <  harles  plan  has  to 
wait  action  of  the  Legislatiue  and  the  preparing 
of  plans,  etc.  The  immecliaie  use  of  the  Sudbury, 
as  is  well  known,  can  be  hail  today;  whereas  to  use 
the  Charles  would  entail  the  erection  of  pumping 
works.  In  view  of  these  facts,  sir,  can  any  gentle- 
man hesitate  which  of  the  two  plans'  he  will 
choose?  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  the  majority  of  this  Council,  but  I  must 
earnestly  nine  that  this  City  Government,  after 
all  the  light,  and  information  they  have  had 
on  this  subject,  will  decide  this  question, 
and  not  pas's  it  to  a  new  government,  who 
will  have  to  go  through  the  same  experience 
before  they  can  act.  As  an  additional  support  to 
my  reasoning,  I  would  refer  to  the  exhaustive 
reports  of  our  engineers,  contained  in  City  Docu- 
ments Xos.  20  and  134  of  1873,  and  Xos.  38  and  85  of 
1874.  all  of  which  reports  1  trust  members  of  this 
Council  have  read,  thereby  preventing  the  neces- 
sity of  any  argument  to  show  the  importance  of 
an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  common 
interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  have  endeavored  to 
be  very  careful,  in  everything  I  have  said  upon 
this  matter  of  a  water  supply,  not  to  overstate  or 
All  I  want  is  to  get  at  the 
If 

in  anything  1  have  said  1  have  made  any  errors,  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  them  corrected  in  detail. 
,Mv  good  friend  from  Ward  13  has  spoken  of 
errors  made  by  me,  but  the  reference  is  only 
general.  I  think  no  details  were  given  of 
anv  error.  Reference  was  made  to  the  sum  of 
$2,0,00,000  for   mill     damages  on  the  Sudbury  as 


given  by  me.  No  such  figure  was  ever  given  bv 
me;  he  must  have  got  that  somewhere  else.  I 
think  the  gentlemen  spoke  of  a  supply  of  thirty- 
five  millions.  The  water  reportsstate  that  we  need 
sixty  million  gallons,  at  least,  beside  the  Mystic, 
and'l  have  the  opinion  of  excellent  engineers"  that 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  we  can  no  longer 
drink  the  Mystic  supply.  That  is  one  of  my  reasons 
for  believing  the  time  will  come  when  the  Sud- 
bury will  not  give  the  city  a  sufficient  supply.  Cer- 
tainly the  amount  mentioned,  thirtv-five  millions, 
is  insufficient  in  all  the  leports  given  to  us.  As 
for  mill  damages,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  cloudiest 
question  that  can  come  before  us.  I  cannot  form 
the  slightest  idea  of  it,  nor  do  I  think  it  is  possible 
for  any  one  to  do  so.  I  look  upon  the  question 
with  a  great  deal  of  diead,  and  that  which  seems 
to  me  to  give  the  decided  preference  to  the  Charles 
is,  that  to  get  your  forty  millions  of  gallons  from 
the  Sudbury,  you  have  to  take  the  whole  river  and 
pay  damages  to  lie  mill  owners  down  below.  And 
it  was  stated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  other 
day,  that  General  Butler  owned  half  these  mills, 
and  we  can  easily  judge  that  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  push  the  case  in  the  most  vigorous  man- 
nei  against  the  city.  Now,  in  the  Charles,  the 
best  information  that  I  can  obtain  is  that  a  quan- 
tity of  water  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
Sudbury  River  runs  to  waste,  every  winter. 
If  tuat  is  the  case,  it  does  seem  to  me 
to  be  good  reason  for  believing  that  we  can  get 
forty  millions  from  the  Charles  much  cheaper  in 
the  way  of  mill  damages,  than  we  can  from  the 
Sudbury.  I  don't  pretend  to  have  any  basis  in 
forming  this  opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
can  put  them  very  much  lower.  If  the  mill  dam- 
ages are  going  to  run  up  to  millions  in  the  Sub- 
bury,  we  can  make  them  much  less  bv  taking  the 
Charles.  The  gentleman  says  the  cost  of  the 
Charles  will  be  about  S5.ooo,ooo.  Those  figures  are 
probably  made  by  assuming  that  it  will  cost  sco.Ooo 
a  year  tor  pumping;  therefore  they  put  a  million 
dollars  into  the  cost  now.  I  thiiiis  if  my  friend 
will  look  at  the  report  he  will  see  that  it  is 
so.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  the  cost  of 
either  scheme  will  be;  biit  we  have  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Chesbrough  that  the  Charles  is 
much  less  expensive  than  the  Sudburv.  I  heart- 
ily agree  with  my  friend  that  it  is  time  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  this  matter.  The  Council  has 
ordered  a  careful  investigation,  and  it  seems  to 
me  most  wisely  and  judicious] v.  And  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  same  sagacity  which  led  us  to  the 
investigation  should  now  lead  us  to  make  up  our 
minds  and  give  our  votes  squarely,  in  accordance 
with  our  convictions,  and  not  let  the  sub- 
ject go  over  to  the  next  Council,  many  of  the 
members  of  which  will  be  new  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion. We  have  got  in  all  the  investigations  asked 
for  by  this  Council,  except  the  one  on  Flax  Pond, 
which  was  never  asked  for  by  this  Council.  It 
was  introduced  here  by  the  Committee  on  Water, 
and  I  don't  think  that  should  induce  us  to  wait.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  scheme  is  entirely  a  per- 
sonal speculation.  It  seems  to  me  to  demand  no 
delay  or  consideration  from  us.  I  am  ready  now, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  cast  a  square  vote  at  the 
next  meeting,  anil  I  have  no  doubt  the  rest  of  the 
Council  are  so. 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  do  not   wish   to  be   un- 


advocate  for  the  Charles  River.  So  far  as  Mr. 
Chesbrough  is  concerned,  1  have  the  highest  re- 
spect for  him  and  also  for  Mr.  Ftely,  with  whom 
1  consulted.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  see  him  and 
talk  with  him  Indole  they  vote. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  members  of 
the  Council  will  make  up  their  minds  to  vote  on 
this  question  at  the  next  meeting.  Some  of  us 
have  been  considering  it  two  years,  ard  I  do  not 
want  the  public  to  have  the' opinion  that  we  are 
incompetent  to  act  upon  this  question.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned 
for  half-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting, 
and  that  the  final  vote  be  taken  one  hour  later. 

Mr.  Kent  of  V'ard  21— In  regard  to  mill  dam- 
ages, there  is  no  question  but  it  is  a  serious  mat- 
ter, and  no  man  can  settle  it.  But  when  you  come 
to  talk  with  any  one  on  the  subject,  he  can  give 
no  particular  reason  for  his  belief,  except  saying 
that  ii  will  be  enormous.  In  looking  over  this  re- 
port of  the  Medical  Commission  1  find,  on  page 
41,  there  are  about  twenty-five  manufacturing 
establishments  on  the  Sudbury  and  its  tributaries. 
Subdividing  these  somewhat  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  works,  we  have— 
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"Woollen  and  shoddy  mills  3,  batting  and  twine 
2,  print  works  (not  yet  started)  1,  boot  and  shoe 

1,  saw  mills  7,  emery  mills  2,  machine  jhop  1,  plas- 
ter mills  4,  grist  mills  9.  Total— 30  industries 
and  220  employes,  of  which  the  woollen,  shoddy 
and  batting  mills  employ  128  and  the  boot  and 
shoe  30." 

Then,  upon  turning  to  page  49,  the  classification 
of  the  mills  on  the  Charles  River  is— 

"Total  66  mills  on  the  Charles  River  and  its 
tributaries — woollen  and  shoddy  mills  10,  paper 
mills  4,  cotton,  thread  and  batting  6,  felting  mill- 

2,  saw  mill-  26,  grist  mills  9,  machine,  nail,  knife, 
etc.,  7,  carriage,  wheelwright  and  cabinet  4,  paint, 
bonnet-frame,  leather-board,  cement,  brick  (each 
1)5.  Total  number  of  employes  in  the  woollen, 
snoddy,  felting,  paper,  batting,  cotton  and  thread 
mills  using  water  power,  about  700.  Total  number 
of  factories  on  the  Charles  River  drainage  area, 
139." 

By  looking  at  the  d;stribution  of  the  mills  gen- 
tlemen will  see  at  once  that  it  is  almost  a  self-evi- 
dent fact  that  the  damages  upon  the  Sudburv 
River  cannot  amount  to  anything  like  those  upon 
the  Charles.  In  the  first  place  the  number  of 
mills  is  much  smaller,  there  being  only  three 
amounting  to  anything  in  the  way  of  manufactur- 
ing. I  simply  call  attention  to  this  fact  that  gen- 
tlemen may  know  it,  although  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  attract  the  notice  of  many. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  has 
read  some  remarks  from  the  Medical  Commission. 
I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  page  88,  where 
reference  is  made  to  the  quality  of  the  water: 

"The  Charle-,  i.-  superior  to  the  .Sudburv  in  the 
color,  taste,  and  general  appearance  of  tue  water, 
and  in  risk  of  contamination  by  present  and  fu- 
ture population,  and  bv  future  manufacturing 
refuse.  The  probability  is,  therefore,  that  chemi- 
cal analysis  will  turn  directly  in  favor  of  the 
Charles,  leaving  the  Sudbury  of  the  future  the 
sole  advantage  of  -uperioi  facilities." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  merely  refer  to  that,  as 
the  gentleman  made  reference  to  the  same  report. 
In  regard  to  the  matter  of  mill  damage,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13  referred  to  some  figure- 
that  I  have  produced.  I  have  looked  over  this 
matter  of  damages  very  carefully.  I  have  based 
the  damage-  on  the  amount  of  water  power,  and  I 
gave  it  at  81,800,000,  or  nearly  two  millions.  I 
think  the  engineer  has  estimated  them  at  verv 
nearlythat  or.  more,  and  when  the  gentleman 
talks  about  the  damages  being  only  5500.000,  it 
seems  to  me  he  could  not  have  made  anv  real  cal- 
culation on  the  subject,  because  there  is  so  much 
water  power  to  be  replaced  and  steam  uower  is  to 


be  furnished  equivalent  to  the  water  power.  Now 
in  regard  to  the  mill  damages,  the  gentleman 
quctes  the  number  of  mills  on  both  rivers.  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  It  is  the 
amount  of  power  and  head  of  the  water  that  you 
take,  and  the  head  and  power  are  very 
much  less  on  the  Charles  than  on  the  Sud- 
bury. It  is  possible  that  we  may  not  take 
the  water  of  Mother  Brook.  If  we  should 
take  the  water  of  the  Charles  without  taking 
Mother  Brook  and  take  it  from  Newton  I'pper 
Falls,  the  damage  would  not  be  one  half  what  it 
would  be  on  Sudbury  River.  I  cannot  conceive 
any  possible  way  of  comparing  the  damages  of 
the  Sudbury  with  the  Charles.  Sudbury  River 
runs  through  large  manufacturing  towns;  and 
another  thing,  if  we  take  that  river  we  take  about 
the  whoie  of  it  to  provide  5n.iinii.O0ii  daily.  The 
minimum  amount  given  by  the  engineer  is"40,000,- 
ooo  gallon-  iiailv.  while  if  we  take  the  Charles  we 
get  70.000,000  or '  80.000,000  daily.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  any  lengthy  argument  now,  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  moved  To  specially  assign  the  order. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  referred  members  to  the 
City  Engineer  and  Mr.  Ftely,  and  asked  them  to 
consult  those  authorities,  as  well  as  City  Docu- 
ment 85. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  thought  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Commission  would  throw  a  great  deal  of 
light  on  the  comparative  purity  of  the  two  sources 
and  he  hoped  members  would  study  it. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Wail  9—1  hope  "gentlemen  will 
bear  in  mind  that  the  city  has  the  right  to  take 
the  Sudbuiy  and  not  the  right  to  take  the  Charles, 
or  any  othei  source,  though  that  is  a  matter  for 
the  future,  but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  past 
it  will  be  an  important  f  lenient  in  the  question. 

Mr.  Denny  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  and 
specially  assign  the  order,  and  hoped  the  Council 
would  show  by  their  vote  whether  thev  are  in  fa- 
vor or  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Putnam  suggested  eight  o'clock  instead  of 
si...  anil  Mr.  Denny  accepted  the  amendment. 

the  question  was  divided  and  the  order  was 
specially  assigned  to  eight  o'clock  on  the  next 
meeting,  and  it  ua-  ordered  that  the  final  vote  be 
taken  at  half- past  nine. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  that  when  the  Council  ad- 
journ it  be  to  Wednesday  evening  next,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Putnam  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing was  made  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  the  mo- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


706 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 
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Proceedings  of  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    31,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Glark,  Chairmaa,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 

January  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  and  sec- 
ond sessions,  respectively;  also  twelve  traverse 
jurors  for  the  Mimicipnl  <  'ourt,  Brighton  District. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— James  G-.  Arbecam,  Lawrence 
M.  Masury,  Paul  Wood  worth,  Edgar  A.  Hicks, 
Thoma>  W.  Coleman,  Rich  ird  F.  Irish,  George  W. 
Lane,  Z.  Taylor  Stevens,  Sidney  E.  Palmer.  Estell 
W.  Lincoln,'  Edward  F.  Ciaskin,  Joshua  D.  Hill, 
Bvron  Richards,  Martin  W.  Roberts. 

'Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  officers,  without  pay— Simeon  L. 
Phillips,  District  Telegraph  Co.;  Ceorge  Munn, 
Maverick  House  and  its  vicinity;  William  Page. 
Salem  and  Charlestown  streets. 

Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Trustees  of 

estate  of  Joshua  Sears, that  Purchase-street  better- 
ment of  S21 24.70  be  refunded,  it  being  ascertained 
that  the  city  had  no  legal  right  to  assess  the  same. 

To  the  Com  mi  Iter  on  Lamps.  John  Veld  et  al., 
for  lamps  on  Hvde  Park  avenue. 

To  the  Hjireii'il  Committee  on  Mnniei pal  lilee- 
tion  Returns.  Calvin  Torrev  et  til.,  that  the  bal- 
lots for  Inspectors  of  Election  in  Ward  12  be  re- 
counted. Thev  claim  that  the  votes  cast  for  J.  S. 
II.  Fogg,  Jr.,  were  intended  for  W.  J.  G  Fogg. 

M.  H.  Keeuan  et  al.,  for  a  recount  of  votes  for 
Clerk  of  Ward  Pi,  they  believing  that  Matthew  F. 
Connor  was  duly  elected. 

Chariest'.  Sullivan  etal.,  for  recount  of  votes 
for  Inspectors  in  Ward  3. 

Tothe  Committee  on  Parimj.  George  II.  Lane, 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Cornhdl,  on 
Washington  street,  at  the  corner^of  Cornhdl,  and 
on  Cornhill  and  Washington  street. 

Tothe  Committee  on  Health  on  the  poet  of  the 
Board.  Alexander  Phelburn,  for  leave  to  oc- 
cupy a  wooilen  stable  for  one  horse  on  Canterbury 
street,  Ward  17. 

Patrick  W.  Morrison,  for  leave  to  move  and  oc- 
cupy wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Oakland 
street,  Ward  19.  . 

James  W.  Hale,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  brick 
stable  for  twenty  horses,  on  Boylston  square,  No. 

Thomas  Conners,  for  leave  to  occupy  an   old 

wooden  stable  for  three  additional  horses  on  Sev- 
enth street,  No.  589. 

Reuben  Edgett,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses,  on  corner  of  Maple  and 
Schuyler  streets,  Ward  16. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Joseph  W.  Green- 
leaf,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of 
six-horse  power  at  corner  of  Albany  and  East  Can- 
ton streets,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for 
a  bearing,  on  Monday,  Jan.  11,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  to  all  parties  objecting  thereto. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  John  MacConnell,  a  eonstable,  be- 
ing presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE   COMMON    COUNCIL,    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Report  and  orders  to  rescind  former  order  re- 
specting contract  for  cellar,  etc.,  of  new  Wiu- 
throp  Schoolhouse  in  Charlestown,  and  for  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  grammar  schoolhouse  for  the  Win- 
throp  District  on  Pn  speet  and  Edge  worth  streets, 
at  a  cost  of  ft 70,000.    Orders  passed. 

Report  of  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
charges  of  fraud  in  connection  with  Sudbury 
River  scheme.    Accepted. 

The  order  for  the  free  distribution  of  soup  by 
the  Committee  on  Police  of  this  Board  came  up 
with  adherence  by  the   Common  Council  to  their 


former  vote,  and  appointment  of  Messrs.  Perkins, 
Bracket!  and  Flynn  a  committee  of  conference 
yvith  this  Board  on  the  subject.  The  Board  con- 
curred and  the  Cbaiiinan  joined  Aldermen  Cutter, 
Peters  and  Brooks  to  thecommittee  of  conference. 

CITIZENS'  GASLIGHT  COMPANY. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  following: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
the  Citizens' Gaslight  Company  for  consent  and 
authority  to  dig  up  and  open  the  grounds  in  any 
of  the  streets,  lanes  and  highways  of  the  city  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  gas  mains,  etc.,  having  hilly 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
L.  R.  Cutter. 
Francis  a.  Peters. 

The  undersigned  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioners be  granted,  under  ruth  restrictions  as 
may  hereafter  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
de.tmen.  James   Power. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Aldermen  Power, 
by  a  rising  vote — 8  for;  1  against. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports,  and  reports  yvith  orders,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Bromficld-  fleet  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from  the  front  of 
said  church.    Accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as  follows: 
Trustees  of  Tufts  College,  837.10,  10  and  17  KUDy 
street;  Francis  Wood-,  slim,  Ruggles  street,  cor- 
ner of  Parker;  Patrick  Ivellcy,  Siou,  331  Ruggles 
street;  Patrick  Murphy,  S200,  118  and  120  Cabot 
street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Gaslight  Company  to  lay  a  track 
across  Keyes  street,  West  Roxbury,  upon  con- 
dition that  said  company  shall  first  give  to  the 
city  an  agreement  m  writing  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  saving  the  eiiy  ha  unless  from  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses, 
for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out 
of  the  laying  down  or  maintaining  of  said  track 
across  said  street;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  remove  said  track  when  ordered 
so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  abatements  be  made  the  follow- 
ing-named pai  ties,  for  sidewalks  erroneously  as- 
sessed: Lucy  E.,  wife  of  R.  Gardner  Chase,  on 
Dorchester  avenue;  and  John  M.  Way  on  Cope- 
land  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25.20  (assessed  in 
error)  be  abated  from  the  amount  assessed  to 
William  Kidney,  for  sidewalk  No.  455  Dudley 
street. 

Reail  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
Harrison  avenue  and  Russell  street,  and  laying 
edgostones  in  Marion  street,  Washington  street 
(Ward  19)  and  Short  street,  yvith  ordeis  for  the 
proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
same.     Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore grauted  to  the  South  Boston  Radioad  Com- 
pany to  lav  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lav  down  on  additional  track  in  K 
street  from  Sixth  street  to  the  double  track  now 
laid  down  on  saiil   street,  south    of    and    near    to 


street,  and  a  double  track  on  P  street  from  Sixth 
street  to  fourth  street,  yvith  suitable  cures  and 
connections;  said  tracks,  curves  and  connections 
being  shown  on  three  plans  drawn  by  Henry  W. 
Wilson,  cavil  engineer,  dated  llec.  17,  1874,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  down  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to 
be  used,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  bo  approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  South  boston  Railroad  Company  shall 
accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in 
wiifmg  to  comply  with  the  conditions  herein  con- 
tained, and  sliall'lilo  said  acceptance  and  agree- 
ment with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days   from 
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the  date  of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null 
and  void. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  tue  Committee  on  In- 
censes, submitted  reports,  as  follows- : 

Amusement  License  Granted— Edward  J.  Riley, 
to  give  athletic  exhibition  at  John  A.  Andrew 
Hall.  Dec.  21. 

Wagon  License  Transferred— No.  2231,  F  M. 
Ferger-on  to  James  O'Hara. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  S.  Harvey,  181 
South  Market  street;  A.Ray,  1C2  South  Market 
street;  L.  "\V.  Shaw.  6  Bristol  street. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— Sam- 
uel Myers.  449  Main  street,  Ward  22. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Catherine  Burke, 
1406  Washington  stieet. 

Victuallers"  Licenses  Granted— Elizabeth McCul- 
longh.  142  Dorchester  avenue:  Sophia  A.  Whituev, 
37  Bromfield  street;  Thomas  Nolan,  193  North 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  MUNICIPAL  ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Aldprman  Peters— Before  submitting  the  report 
•f  the  Committee  «n  Election  Returns  I  should 
like  to  make  a  statement.  I  have  here  the  returns 
from  Ward  8.  TUey  recite  that  all  the  votes  have 
been  counted,  etc. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  Barrage,  Hill  and  A. 
Warren  are  not  in  this  return  at  all,  and  it 
is  very  incomplete,  for  one  of  those  gentle- 
men received  350  or  400  votes  in  that  ward.  Tak- 
ing the  returns  as  printed  in  the  newspapers,  the 
result  is  not  affected  by  this  omission.  Under 
those  circumstances  the  committee  have  made  up 
their  report  and  submit  it  today. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city,  on  the  15th  inst.,  for  municipal  officers,  have 
attended  to  that,  duty  and  report  that  the  results 
are  correctly  recorded  i  u  the  book  kept  tor  that 
purpose,  and  that  it  appears  that  the  following- 
naniecl  persons,  having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have 
-  been  duly  elected  to  their  several  "offices,  viz: 

Mayor— Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

Aldermen— John  T.  Clark,  Solomon  IS.  Stebbins, 
James  Power,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Thomas  B.  Har- 
ris, Roland  Wprtlimgton,  Charles  J.  Prescott, 
Abraham  O.  Bigelow,  Clinton  Viles,  Hugh  O'Brien, 
Alvah  A.  ourrage.  William  Pope. 

Street  Commissioner— Isaac  S.  Burrell. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 

be  directed  to  issue  certificates  of  election  to  the 

foregoing  parties. 

Fra: 

L.R.  „. 

Alanson  Bigelow.  ) 

The  report  was  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  giving 
notice  to  quit,  on  or  before  Jan.  1  next  ensuing, 
as  follows :  On  South  street,  as  laid  out  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  Nov.  23,  1874,  with  notice  to 
Redemptorist  Fathers;  on  Maiden  street,  as  laid 
out  by  the  Street  Commissioners  Nov.  23.  1874, 
giving  notice  to  Ezla  Conant,  heirs  of  Gardner 
Brewer,  and  all  others  interested.    Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
in  favor  of  granting  the  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupv  stables:  Jeremiah  M-anuell, Grant 
street,  Ward  1(5;  W.  H.  Forbes,  Chestnut  street, 
Ward  17.    Severally  accepted. 

WATEB  SUPPLY  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Camp- 
bell and  others,  of  East  Boston,  asking  that  the 
water  furnished  to  that  locality  from  the  Mystic 
Water  Works  be  purified,  or' that  a  supply  of 
water  be  procured  from  the  Flax  Pond"  Water 
Company,  and  also  the  petition  of  B.  J.  Kerry  and 
others,  owners  of  Flax  Pond,  offering  to  contract 
with  the  city  for  supplying  East  Boston  with  water 
from  the  aforesaid  source,  having  considered  the 
subject-,  would  respectfully  report,  that,  acting 
under  an  order  of  the  Citv  Council,  the  City  En- 
gineer surveyed  Flax  Pond  and  the  other  ponds 
connected  therewith,  and  made  gaucings  and 
other    tests  to   ascertain   the    quantity  of  water 


which  could  be  furnished  in  a  year  of  drought. 
The  results  of  the  investigations  of  the  Engineer 
are  appended  hereto  in  his  report  upon  the  order 
of  the  City  Council.  In  view  of  the  action  already 
taken  by  the  City  Council  looking  to  the  purifica- 
tion of  the  Mystic  Water  and  the  construction  of 
storage  reservoirs  in  the  Mystic  Valley  in  the 
coming  year,  and  the  small  quantity  of  water 
available  from  the  Flax  Pond  source— two  million 
gallons  daily  instead  of  from  five  to  eight  millions, 
as  claimed,"  your  committee  would  recommend 
that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  the  afore- 
said petitions. 
Accepted  and  sent  down. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FOK  WARD  17. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  G.  Winthrop 
Coffin  and  other-  and  John  C.  Pratt  and  others  of 
Ward  17,  asking  the  city  to  secure  by  purchase  the 
property  of  the  Jamaica  loud  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany, tor  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  citizens  of 
said  ward  with  pure  water,  having  carefully  con- 
sidered the  subject  .would  respectfully  report  that 
the  petitions  were  referred  to  the  City  Engineer, 
with  the  request  that  he  would  consider  the  whole 
subject  and  report  the  facts,  as  to  the  value  of  the 
property  and  tie  be-t  method  of  supplying  the 
West  Roxburv  and  Brighton  districts  with  water. 
The  report  of  the  Engineer  is  appended  hereto, 
giving  full  infoimation  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  price 
asked  for  the  property  i  S20O.000 1,  is  more  than  its 
real  value,  ami  therefore  report  that  no  action  is 
necessary  so  far  as  relates  to  the  purchase  of  Ja- 
maica Pond.  The  Engineer  suggests  that  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton  can  he  supplied  for  a  few 
years  from  the  BrooKIine  Water  Works,  which  are 
favorably  located  for  that  purpose.  Your  com- 
mittee tlieief ore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  confer  with  the  Water  Board  of  the 
town  of  Brooklihe,  and  ascertain  upon  what  terms 
a  supply  of  water'can  be  furnished  to  tbe  inhab- 
itants o"f  Wards  17  and  19.  for  a  term  of  either  three 
or.five  years,  and  report  thereon  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CONTRACT  FOB    WATER  PIPES. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  submitted  a  report  on  request  of  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  for  authority  to  contract  for 
water  pipes,  to  be  delivered  next  spring,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water'  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pipes  and  appurtenances  required  for  the  ordina- 
ry work  of  the  above-named  department  during 
the  next  financial  year,  the  expense  for  said  pipes 
and  appurtenances  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  payment  to  be  made 
therefor  on  the  10th  day  of  May",  A.  D.  1875. 

Order  read  once. 

RECEPTION  OF  KING  KALAKAUA. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mavor  be  request- 
ed to  extend  to  Kalakaua,  King  of"  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  should  he  visit  this  city,  such  civilities  as 
may  be  appropriate ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2  (Alder- 
men Brooks  and  Power  voting  nay)  —  and  sent 
down. 

CITY  GAS  WORKS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for   the   Committee  on  Lamps, 

submitted  a  report  recomnientinig  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Nash.  Spauiding  &  Co.,  et  al., 
that  the  city  obtain  authority  to  build  or  purchase 
gas  works  and  supply  the  citizens  with  gas  at 
cost.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $59.57  be  abated  from 
A.  J.  Bamfard,  for  r  sewer  in  Brook  avenue,  and 
$56.74  of  the  amount  be  assessed  upon  George  F. 
Bun-age:  abate  S24. 61  from  Bartholomew  Roach, 
for  a  sewer  in  ( incitla  street,  and  assess  the  same 
to  Alfred  E.  Giles;  abat  ■  s41.46from  Samuel  Rice, 
for  a  sewer  in  Rochester  street,  ami  assess  the 
same  to  William  Dugan  :  abate  $213.98  from  F.  T>. 
Ely  and  James  A.  Tower,  for  a  sewer  in  Dorches- 
ter street,  anil  assess  the  same  to  Edward  Mc- 
Keehnie:  abate  $14.42  from  Mary  Donovan,  $14.42 
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from  Frank  Connelly,  for  sewer  in  Paris  street, 
for  an  overestimate  of  land:  also,  that  the  col- 
lection of  ,$2li4.2ii,  assessed  upon  Charles  Hulbert, 
for  a  sewer  in  Circuit  street,  he  postponed  till  en- 
try is  made  into  said  sewer,  on  account  of  grant 
of  right  of  way. 

Read  once. 

Reports  on  schedules  of  assess  ents  of  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Medford,  Sawyer,  Mag- 
azine, Linwood,  Maicella,  Putnam,  Albany  and 
Chelsea  streets,  and  Harrison  avenue,  with 'orders 
for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  samp.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  parsed. 

Also  schedule  of  assessment  of  cost  of  con- 
structing sewer  in  WateiTord  street,  with  an  order 
declining  null  and  void  the  assessment  for  a  sewer 
in  said  street,  confirmed  Nov.  5,  1874,  and  an  order 
for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  assessment  accompanying  this  order.  Orders 
read  twice  and  1      - 


PERMITS    FOB   STEAM   ENGINES. 

Aldeiman  Brooks,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted    reports    recommending   the 

f  ranting   ol    petitions   to  use  steam   engines   and 
oilers  by  Samuel  N.  Weston,  Holder  street.  East 
Boston;    New    England    Mutual    Life    Insurance 
Company,  corner   of   Milk   and  Congress  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 
Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

LAYING     OUT     AND       EXTENSION     OF     COMMERCE 
STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  assignment  for  five 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Commerce  street 
and  to  extend  the  same  to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $49,.",..;]  for  38.897  square  feet  of 
land,  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Clark— This  extension  of  Commerce 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue  is  no  new  thing  to  some 
members  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  im- 
provement was  commenced  in  1872,  the  order  for 
laying  it  out  having  passed  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  afterwards,  as  will  be  remembered,  it 
was  thought  best  to  abandon  if  for  the  time  being, 
on  account  of  some  question  about  the  Long- 
Wharf  Company  paying  an  assessment  for  better- 
ments and  for  the  filling  of  land  for  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  that  the  city  had  charged  against 
them.  That  was  early  in  the  season,  and  later  in 
the  year  came  the  great  fire,  and  the  improve- 
ment was  laid  over,  but  now  it  has  been  taken  up 
again  this  year.  It  has  been  before  the  Street 
Commissioners  a  long  lime,  and  they  have  been  at 
work  on  it  a  good  while.  Very  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements have  at  length  been  made  with  the 
Long  Wharf  Company  for  the  extension  of  Com- 
merce street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  which  has  long- 
been  contemplated  and  is  one  of  the  improve- 
ments of  that  entire  territory,  South  Market 
street  was  laid  out  in  1872  and  ex- 
tended down  to  Atlantic  avenue,  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  cany  Commerce  street  down  to  the 
avenue,  also.  The  estimate  made  in  1872  for  lay- 
ing out  Commerce  street,  without  grade  dam- 
ages, was  $80,00(1.  then  it  was  proposdd  to  lay  it 
out  in  the  usual  way,  paying  for  the  land  taken 
and  the  damages  which  might  occur  thereby,  the 
city  reserving'  the  right  to  assess  betterments, 
which  would,  of  course,  have  reduced  the  esti- 
mate very  considerably.  A ditleient  arrangement 
ha-s  lately  been  made  with  the  proprietors  of  Long 
wharf  and  the  other  proprietors  interested,  and 
the  estimate,  you  will  see,  is  a  little  less  than 
$50,(liKi,  the  city  assuming  the  betterment,  if  any, 
by  the  extension  of  the  street.  The  city  also  gets 
a  release  from  all  the  abutters,  and  the  occupants 
of  stores  upon  Long  wharf,  with  the  exception  of 
five  who  are  out  of  the  country.  The  grade  dam- 
ages are  all  released,  and  there  will  he  no  expense 
to  the  city  on  account  of  the  raising  or  alteration 
of  the  grade  on  the  north  or  back  side,  as  you 
may  call  it,  of  Long  wharf. 

The  city  receives  from  the  Long  Wharf  Com- 
pany, in  the  way  of  betterments  on  Atlantic  ave- 
nue, and  tin- tilling  of  hinds  and  sewers,  between 
,-$58,11(111  and  $0(i,00O,  which  will  be  put  into  the 
treasury  as  a  part  of  this  arrangement  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Commerce  street.  It  settles  the  ques- 
tion of  whet  her  they  shall  pay  a  betterment,  and 
if  any  how  much,  ft  will  be  seen  that  by  this  set- 
tlement the  city  are  to  receive  some  $20,000  more 
than  they  will  have  to  pay  for  the  extension  and 
completion  of  this  street!  The  plans  are  here,  so 
that  any  member  of  the  board  can  see  for  himself. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  every  member  will  see  the 


public  benefit  that  will  aiise  from  the  extension, 
and  I  trust  they  will  be  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment, 'lhe  Street  Commissioners  are  entitled  to 
credit  for  having  made  so  good  an  arrangement. 
It  meets  the  entire  support  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  and  I  trust  it  will  meet  the  approv- 
al of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  city 
reserves  the  right  to  assess  betterments 
upon  the  eastern  side  of  Commerce  street,  that  is 
the  left-hand  side  as  you  go  down  from  Commer- 
cial street.  If  this  street  is  laid  out,  orders  will 
have  to  be  passed  for  the  Mayor  to  make  agree- 
ments to  complete  the  arrangements  before  this 
City  Government  passes  out  of  office. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  and  sent 
down. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint 
Committej  on  Streets,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  the  damages 
for  the  laying  out  of  Commerce  street  from  Com- 
mercial street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  the  city  assume 
and  pay  all  betterments  upon  estates  "benefited 
thereby  when  the  owners  thereof  shall  have  paid 
to  the  city  all  individual  cues  arising  from  the 
laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue  or  of  South  Market 
street,  from  Commercial  street  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Read  twice,  en  motion  of  Alderman  Harris, 
passed  and  sent  down. 

BOOKS  FOB  THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
authorized  to  purchase  law  books  for  the  City  So- 
licitor's office,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $275; 
said  sum  lo  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

TRANSFERS  FROM  THE  RESERVED  FUND. 

The  Chairman  suoiuitted  the  following: 

To  the  City  (  ouncil— The  Commit  tee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  orders  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  means  he  provided  to  defray  the  expenses 
to  be  incurred  in  widening  Leverett  street  and 
Shawniut  avenue,  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  ascertained  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  that  there  will  be  needed  a  further  sum  of 
$19,768  for  the  grading  and  paving  of  Shawniut 
avenue,  in  consequence  of  said  widening,  which 
they  have  added  to  the  sum  required  for  the 
widening  of  said  avenue,  also  a  small  amount 
for  contingencies,  in  the  order  appended 
to  this  report,  making  the  appropriation  above 
required.  Your  committee  would  also  report  that 
they  have  had  before  them  the  subject  of  provid- 
ing the  means  for  the  laying  out  and  widening 
and  extension  of  Commerce  street  between  Com- 
mercial street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  City  Council,  and  to  meet 
the  land  damages  and  the  grading  and  paving 
of  said  streets  provision  is  made  in  the  same  order. 
Your  committee,  in  making  provision  for  the 
above  improvements,  in  avoiding  the  borrowing 
of  money  to  obtain  the  necessary  means,  have 
exhausted  the  Reserved  Fund,  but  in  so  doing 
they  have  the  approval  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, who  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  several 
departments  will  be  enabled  to  meet  their  wants 
for  the  balance  cf  the  year  from  the  regular  ap- 
propiiations.  They  therefore  ask  for  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  older.  For  the  Committee, 
Samuel  C.  Cobb.  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  special  appropriations  as 
follows,  viz:  Widening  of  Shawniut.  avenue,  $77,- 
000;  Commerce  street! $7H,000;  widening  of  Lev- 
erett street,  $42,000. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter,  and 
oassed — yeas  12,  nays  o— and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stehlnns.  the  Hoard  took 
from  the  table  the  report  ol  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, with  an  order  for  transfer  of  additional  ap- 
propriations from  the  Reserved  Fund  of  $2900  to 
Church-street  District;  of  $27,000  to  Public  Build- 
ings; also  to  eluirgc  tax  of  $48. .'ill  to  appropriation 
for  Grammar  School  Site,  Ward  15. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter  read  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  of  T>ee.  9, 1873.  in  which  was  cen- 
sured the  action  of  committees  who  incurred  ex- 
penditures which  were  not  estimated  for  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  without,  reporting  them 
to  the  City  Council;  and  said  :  That,  was  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  reply  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build 
ings    for    $25,000    additional    money    to    spend. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  committee  has  not 
profited  by  this  report,  but  have  gone  on 
in  the  same  reckless  manner,  and  have 
this  year  asked  for  82T.O00.  It  shows  conclusively 
that  they  either  do  not  keep  a  strict  account  of 
what  they  are  doing,  or  else  they  do  not  caie,  and 
had  just  "as  leave  come  here,  year  after  year,  and 
ask  for  an  additional  appropriation.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  a  portion  of  this  amount  is  spent 
already:  if  that  is  so.  it  is  entirely  wrong,  and  the 
Citv  Council  should  have  a  voice  in  saying  what 
this  money  is  to  be  spent  for.  I  moved  to  lay  this 
order  upon  the  table,  that  the  Board  may  obtain 
information  why  thi>  additional  appropriation  is 
asked  for,  and  to  learn  why  the  committee  has 
continued  to  adopt  that  policy. 

Alderman  Peters — In  addition  to  that  I  would 
like  to  ask  why  it  is  that  the  appropriation  is  given 
as  $107,000  when  the  sum  given  by  the  Auditor  is 
SlO'J.oon,  and  ivhv  thev  siv  notbing'of  the  transfer 
of  $2500  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
any  lengthy  discussion  of  this  matter,  either  in 
regard  to  the  amount  asked  for  by  this  committee 
this  year,  or  the  subject  which  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  has  alluded  to,  in  the  proceedings  of  last 
year.  It  is  very  well  known  by  the  members  of 
this  Board  that  there  have  been  large  and  numer- 
ous expenditures  authorized  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  be  made  on  public  buildings  which  were 
not  anticipated  when  the  original  appropria- 
tion for  that  department  was  passed.  The  prin- 
cipal items,  however,  are  specified  in  the  print- 
ed request  of  the  committee.  Had  there 
been  nothing  ordered  that  was  not  originally  con- 
templated, the  appropriation  would  have*  been 
sufficient.  The  fact  is  not  to  be  denied  that  when 
these  expenditures  were  ordered  the  appropria- 
tions should  have  been  made :  there  is  no  question 
about  that,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  ignore  the 
fact,  because  it  is  required  by  section  7  of  the 
joint  rules  and  orders.  But  the  several  items 
came  up  from  time  to  tmie,  and  it  was  supposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  that  they 
mis'ht,  perhaps,  get  through  with  the  appropria- 
tion they  had,  and  they  did  not  ask  or  suggest 
that  the  City  Council  provide  in  these  orders  for 
the  proper  appropriations.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  would  have  been  the  proper  course  ;  but 
the  commit  ;ee  supposed  they  might  have  suf- 
ficient. The  very  large  number  of  public  build- 
ings upon  their  hand*  brought  the  expenditures  of 
that  department  considerably  beyond  what  the 
committee  had  hoped,  so  that  they  were  cut 
off  from  the  use  of  funds  which  they  sup- 
posed would  go  to  take  care  of  those  or- 
ders which  were  not  included  in  the  annual 
appropriation.  From  time  to  time  as  these  mat- 
ters came  up,  the  committee  supposed  they  could 
go  through  ;  but.  these  very  large  expenditures  on 
buildings,  in  addition  to  those  which  they  had  al- 
ready, obliged  them  to  nearly  use  up  their  appro- 
priation. There  remains  about  §7500 unexpended ; 
and  the  815,000  unexpectedly  spent,  with  the 
amount  on  hand,  provided  thev  did  not  have  to 
keep  the  $12,000  for  raising  Police  station  8,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  go  through.  But  as  the 
Auditor  decided  that  that  appropriation  should 
be  kept  on  hand,  it  leaves'  us  deficient  that 
amount  —  adding  the  $12,000  to  $15,000  makes 
827,000.  The  number  of  buildings  on  hand  upon 
which  they  have  to  make  repairs  is  considerably 
above  a  hundred. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me  that  no  one 
knows  better  than  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
buildings  what  he  will  want  eveiy  year  for  repairs. 
He  has  charge  of  them,  and  knows  the  condition 
of  all  the  buildings.  I  see  by  the  Auditor's  report 
that  some  time  since  this  committee  asked  for  a 
transfer  of  82500  from  the  Reserved  Fund  for  a 
special  purpose.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  they 
should  not  come  here  and  plead  ignorance  any 
more  than  the  Committee  on  Paving  should,  who 
might  as  well  spend  a  million  and  then  come  here 
and  ask  this  Board  to  make  good  what  they  have 
spent.  No  committee  have  the  right  to  spend 
mojey  which  has  not  been  appropriated  for  them 
to  spend. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  consider  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  and  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  a  year  ago,  sound,  but 
I  differ  with  the  gentleman  when  he  speaks  of  the 
"reckless"  manner  in  which  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  have  attended  to  the  matters  be- 
longing to  their  department.  I  believe  this  extra 
amount  called  for  is  reasonable.  A  larger  portion 
of  the  items  embraced  in  that  $27,000  is  format- 
ters which  were  not  and  could  not  be  foreseen  at 


the  time  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  was 
made.  If  the  committee  hive  niadeamistake.it 
seems  to  me  it  was  in  scrimping  themselves  too 
closely  and  not  asking  for  sufficient  money  to 
carry  them  through.  I  say  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  just  what  amount  would  be  required. 
One  reason  is  this :  There  were  added  to  that 
department,  by  annexation,  several  buildings 
in  the  Charlestown  and  Brighton  district:,  whose 
conditio  i  was  not  fully  known  in  regard  to  repairs 
and  heating  apparatus;  and  when  the  emergency 
came  the  committee  found  themselves  obliged  to 
lay  out  a  larger  sum  of  money  than  they  expected. 
Some  of  the  money  was  also  used  to  i  epair  dam- 
ages by  fire  during  the  year.  Another  item  was 
the  establishing  of  the  City  Architect's  Depart- 
ment after  the"  report  was  "made  up,  which  was 
done  by  the  City  Council  and  uot  by  the  commit- 
tee. That  has  cost  85000,  but  has  been  the  saving, 
I  believe,  of  at  least  $50.1100  to  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  present  year.  So  I  say  the  call  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  is  a  reason- 
able one,  and  1  think  they  can  show  a  valid  reason 
for  the  money  they  have  paid  out.  Very  many 
items  could  not  be  foreseen  when  the  appropria- 
tion was  made. 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
seems  to  think  the  Committee  on  Public  buildings 
have  narrowed  themselves  too  much  in  their  ex- 
penditures. I  do  not  see  how  he  can  substantiate 
that  statement,  for  I  have  not  seen  the  economy 
practised  by  them.  They  are  the  only  committee 
who  go  down  to  Taft's  and  have  their  annual  din- 
ner and  publish  it  in  the  press.  Is  that  narrow- 
ness or  stinginess  ?  Then  they  go  on  and  spend 
money  and  do  not  tell  us  til!  it  is  gone.  We  want 
to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done.  If  they  have 
this  extra  work  let  us  knowit.  Do  not  let  them  go 
on  and  then  come  here  and  ask  for  825.000  a  year. 
No  committee  is  so  extravagant  as  that,  anil  the 

fentleman  need  not  stand  up  here  and  say  they 
ave  stinted  themselves  in  their  expenses,  for  the 
record  will  not  show  it. 

Alderman  Emery — I  do  not  propose  tofollow  the 
gentleman  by  making  any  personal  remarks,  or 
anything  that  I  believe  is  below  the  dignity  which 
he,  as  the  senior  member  cf  this  Board,  ought  to 
possess.  But  as  to  the  expenditure  to  which  the 
gentleman  has  referred,  1  think  that  if  he  knew  as 
much  about  the  doings  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  as  he  does  about  certain  other  com- 
mittees, he  would  judge  very  differently.  I  know 
the  gentleuian's-niake  up.  i  know  what  sort  of  a 
man  he  is.  ■  I  have  seen  considerable  of  him,  and 
I  appreciate  his  care  and  shrewdness,  and  some 
other  very  prominent  points  of  character  that 
stand  up  above  every  other.  Some  men  are  bal- 
anced very  evenly— beautifully  balanced; in  others 
there  will  be  some  prominent  trait  reaching  for 
what  they  choose— well,  it  may  cause  great  celeb- 
rity for  them ;  and  it  may  do  otherwise,  and  cause 
not  so  much  celebrity  as  notoriety.  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  gentleman  in  saying  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  has  been  more  extravagant 
than  any  other.  I  happened  to  hear  that  some 
such  allusion  was  to  De  made,  and  I  took  occasion 
to  get  some  minutes,  that  I  might  show  them 
if  it  was  desirable  to  do  so.  They  concern  com- 
mittees with  which  the  gentleman  is  perfectly 
familiar.  Perhaps  we  may  have  a  different 
view  of  their  duties  from  what  he  has,  and 
they  may  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  do  differ- 
ently from  what  he  would  have  done.  I  do  not 
propose  to  have  all  men  think  and  act  alike, 
some  committees  think  they  should  take  their 
clerk  with  them  when  they  go  to  lunch;  others 
do  not.  I  believe  it  has  been  the  custom  some- 
times to  invite  them,  as  it  is  with  the  committee 
which  I  represent  on  this  occasion.  Gentlemen 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  must  have  a  large  number  of  sub- 
committees. There  are  310  or 320  buildings  which 
they  must  look  after  and  take  care  of,  and  there 
are'  upwards  of  twenty  buildings  commenced 
this  year,  and  which  are  now  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion and  repair,  on  which  there  are  sub-commit- 
tees, who  consist  of  three  members,  one  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  two  from  the  Common 
Council.  Those  sub-committees  have  to  visit 
these  buildings  from  time  to  time,  and  look  after 
their  progress.  Quite  a  number  of  building's 
have  been  under  repair,  such,  for  instance,  as  the 
Public  Library  building,  and  we  have  sub- 
committees to  look  after  them.  When  you 
take  into  consideration  that  we  have  twen- 
ty sub-committees  on  Public  Buildings,  you 
will  see  that  there  will  naturally  be  some 
expenditures    that    would    uot  always  be  made 
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by  a  whole  committee.  You  cannot  expect  gentle- 
men to  go  out  of  town,  or  drive  around  the  city 
and  be  deprived  of  their  regular  meals  without 
sometimes  taking  refreshments  at  the  expense  of 
the  city.  However,  I  have  no  disposition  to  make 
anymore  extended  remarks  upon  this  question 
unless  they  are  called  for. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1  (Alder- 
man Cutter  voting-  pay)— and  sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  report  and  order*  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Fourth  Battalion  ot  Infantry,  for  an  al- 
lowance to  furnish  headquarters.  Accepted  and 
sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  an  additional  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  in  repairing  and  fitting  H]» 
the  armory  occupied  b\  Company  B.  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  at  577  Washington  street;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0— and  sent 
down. 

Ordered,  That  Boylston  Hall  be  approved  as  a 
suitable  place  for  the  Headquarters  of  the  First 
Battalion  of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, and  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks  — What  is  the  rent  of  this  hall? 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  think  it  is  $400  a 
year. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  chairman  of  a 
committee  ought  to  be  able  to  state  definitely 
what  the  rent  is,  and  not  "think"  about  it.  I  think 
the  question  should  be  definitely  answered. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  rent  is  S400  a  year. 

Alderman  Cutter—Do  I  understand  that  they 
have  been  occupying  this  hall,  or  that  they  pro- 
pose to  occupy  it  in  future?. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  officers  have  hired 
the  room  and  come  to  the  city  for  approval.  Wo 
approve  the  armory  and  pay  the  rent. 

The  order  v 


STREET-SWEEVINll    .MACHINES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Police,  submitted  the  following- 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  >n  Health  be  and 
they  are  heiebv  authorized  to  purchase  of  J.  B. 
Kendall  anil  .1 .  Edson  two  street-sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  live  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  ot  said  machines,  the  same  having 
been  used  by  the  Health  Department  the  past  sea- 
son, and  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  ap- 
propriation for  Health. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

BOSTON  WATER  POWER  AND  BACK  BAY  STREETS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
majority  and  minority  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets: 

City  of  Boston,       ) 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, J 
Dec.  21,  1874.  ) 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  were  recommitted  the  orders  for  the  pay- 
ment of  an  instalment  on  the  contract  for  tilling 
and  conveying  to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the 
Back  Bay," having  consideied  the  subject,  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  order* 
in  a  new  draft. 

John  T.  Clark. 
Thos.  B.  Harris. 
Roland  Worthinguon. 
Charles  A.  Burditt. 
Levi  L.  Willcutt. 

Of  the  Committee. 
[New  Draft  of  Orders.] 

In  Board  of  Aldermen, 

21st  December,  1874. 
Whereas,  The  City  Council,  by  an  order  passed 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  to 
pay  Norman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  $300,000,  in 
case  he  would  construct,  or  cause  to  be  con- 
structed, within  tun  years,  and  graded  to  an  ele- 
vation of  not  less  than  eighteen  feet  above  mean 
low  water,  the  following-named  streets  and  ave- 
nues, namely:  Commonwealth  avenue,  200  feet 
wide,  from  Exeter  street  to  its  junction  with  the 
proposed  extension  of  West  Chester  park  street; 
Huntington  avenue,  100  feet  wide,  from  Boylstou 
street  to  Camden  street,  and  West -Chester-park 
street  from  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to 
Beacon  street ;  and  would  convey,  or  cause  to  be 
conveyed,  said  avenues  and  street  to  the  city  of 


Boston,  and  would  release;  or  procure  to  be  re- 
leased, to  the  city,  all  claims  by  all  persons  af- 
fected thereby  for  damages  on*  account  of  tho 
grading  of  said  avenues  and  street,  and  would 
also  do  certain  other  things  named  in  the  said  or- 
der; and 

Whereas,  Tin  said  Norman  C.  Munson  accepted 
said  proposition  of  the  city  Council,  and  executed 


and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  (.'.Munson  has  as- 
signed to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  all 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  the  said  con- 
tract with  the  city  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Water  Power  Company  has 
partly  completed  the  work  to  be  performed  under 
the  said  contract,  and  has  applied  to  the  city  for 
the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  full  amount  which 
the  city  agreed  to  pa\  upon  the  completion  of  the 
work;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint Standin  j  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
St'-eets  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  sum  of  stno.ouo  whenever  the 
said  company  conveys  or  causes  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  city,  in  a  form  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, the  fee  of  the  territory  underlying  Common- 
wealth avenue,  200  feet  in  width,  from  Exeter 
street  to  Parker  street;  Huntington  avenue,  100 
feet  in  width  from  Boylston  street  to  Camden 
street,  and  of  West  Chester-park  street,  ninety 
feet  in  width,  from  Tremont  street  to  Huntington 
avenue,  and  from  Boylston  street,  extended,  to 
Parker  street ;  and  tills  the  portions  of  t  lie  avenues 
and  street  so  conveyed  to  the  grade  required  by 
said  contract,  and  in  all  other  respects  complies 
with  the  requirements  of  said  contract  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  portions  so  conveysd;  and  agrees  to 
complete  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1875,  all  the  work  required  to  be  performed  under 
said  contract,  and  in  case  of  failure  or  neglect  so 
to  do  the  city  to  have  authority  to  enter  upon  and 
complete  said  work  at  the  expense  of  said  com- 
pany, and  to  retain  from  the  amount  remaining 
unpaid  on  the  said  contract  a  sufficient  amount  to 
cover  the  expense  of  completing  said  work;  said 
payment  of  sioo.OOO  shall  not  be  construed  as  re- 
leasing the  said  Munson  or  the  said  Water  Power 
Company  from  any  of  the  stipulations  or  provi- 
sions in  said  contract;  and  shall  not  be  construed 
as  a  discharge  or  waiver  of  any  claim  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
said  Munson  or  the  said  Water  Power  Company  to 
complete  the  work  and  make  the  conveyances 
within  the  time  specified  in  said  contract;  and 
from  the  final  payment  tinier  the  said  contract 
to  the  said  Water  Power  Company  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  there  shall  be  deducted  the 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
on  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
reckoned  from  the  date  of  its  payment  to  the.  date 
of  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  older  providing  the  means  to 
enable  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  Laying  out  and  Widening  streets  to 
pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum  of 
¥100,000.  being  an  instalment  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid  under  the  contract  for  filling  and  conveying 
to  the  city  certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  n  spectfully  dissents  from  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  said  committee  in  favor 
of  paying;  an  instalment  on  the  contract  for  fill- 
ing certain  streets  on  the  Back  Bay  and  convey- 
ing them  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  contract  was 
entered  into  with  N.  C.  Munson  in  November, 
1871,  the  city  agreeing  to  pay  the  sum  of 
s;;no,ooo  provided  certain  things  were  done 
within  two  years.  No  part  of  the  sum  was  to  be 
paid  until  the  whole  work  was  completed.  The 
time  named  in  the  contract  expired  over  a  year 
ago,  and  row  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
as  the  assignees  of  the  contractor,  apply  for  a 
payment  on  account,  representing  that  if  it  is 
allowed  thev  will  be  able  to  complete  the  work- 
on  or  befoie  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  and  that  if 
it  is  refused  they  may  not  be  able  to  goon.  If 
they  were  able  to  show  that  the  work  would  be 
completed,  in  accordance  with  the  contract, 
within  three  or  four  months  if  a  small  amount 
of  money  was  advanced  at  this  time,  they  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  able  to  obtain  it  without 
coming-  to  the  city.  There  are  a  great  many  com- 
plications in  this  'matter,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances the  only  sate  course  for  the  city  is  to  ad- 
here to  the  contract.     If  the  work  is  completed 
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within  a   reasonable    time,    and    in  the  manner 
agreed  upon,  the  city  will  probably  be   willing  to 


specified. 

It  is  not  at  all  probable  that,  if  the  order  was 
passed,  the  Water  Power  Company  would  be  able 
to  comply  with  its  terms  before  the  end  of  the 
present  municipal  year,  as  it  requires  that  the  av- 
enues and  streets,  so  far  as  conveyed  to  the  city, 
shall  be  raised  to  grade  18  before  the  money  is 
paid.    In  many  places  they  are   now  below  that 

trade,  and  considerable  time  and  expense  would 
e  required  to  complete  them.  The  order 
is  so  worded  that,  unless  it  is  executed 
before  the  second  day  of  January,  it  is 
without  force.  The  result,  therefore,  of  passing 
the  order  would  be  merely  to  furnish  an  agree- 
ment hereafter,  if  any  should  be  required,  t» 
show  that  the  city  had,  'in  effect,  waived  the  ques- 
tion of  damages  on  account  of  the  delay  in  per- 
forming the  work.  The  undersigned  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. James  J.  Flynn. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
reported  by  the  majority. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  will  be  seen  by  the 
majority  report  just  read  that  the  committee  have 
reported  a  new  order.  Last  week  thev  reported 
an  order  for  $200,000.  The  committee"  have  had 
the  subject  before  them  again,  and  the  result  is 
that  five  of  the  committee  have  voted  to  report 
the  present  order  for  ]>,"iyiu;  $100,000,  leaving  back 
for  security  to  the  city  the  sum  of  $200,000. 
or  rather  $183,000  and  some  odd  dollars, 
some  $16,000  having  been  paid  to  Mr. "William  Gray 
by  the  Government.  It  is  quite  important,  as 
every  one  very  well  knows,  for  the  city  to  get  the 
fee  and  ownership  of  these  three  streets,— Com- 
monwealth and  Huntington  avenues  and  West 
Chester-park  street.  By  advancing  this  money 
the  company  will  be  enabled  to  go  on  at  once 
and  fill  Huntington  avenue  up  to  grade  and 
complete  West  Chester-park  street  to  Beacoa 
street.  As  it  is  now,  they  have  not  the  means  to 
go  go  on  and  finish  that  work.  They  are  very  de- 
sirous of  going  on  and  completing  it.  This  is 
merely  a  case  where  the  city  can  step  in  and  aid 
the  company  to  finish  a  contract  which  will  be 
rery  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the  city.  If 
the  company  should  fail  and  assignees  should 
tome  in,  the  chances  are  more  than 
even  that  there  would  be  no  one  to  give  the  city 
the  fee  to  the  streets,  and  the  city  iniaht  be  com- 
pelled to  go  on  and  lay  out  the  streets  and  pur- 
chase the  lands,  as  they  would  do  in  widening 
School  street  or  laying  oiit  streets  in  other  sections 
©f  the  city.  As  is  now  proposed,  the  city  will  aid 
the  company  to  fulfil  its  contract,  and  the  city 
will  at  once  come  into  possession  of  streets  which 
cost  Mr.  Munson  and  the  Water  Power  Company 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars'. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
this  aid  should  be  rendered  the  com- 
pany as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  fee  of 
those  streets  may  be  obtained.  West  Chester 
park  is  a  very  important  street  for  people 
to  come  from  the  south  part  of  the  city  to  Beacon 
street;  it  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  South 
End  and  Roxbury,  and  when  Swett  street  is  com- 
pleted will  form  a  short  route  to  Dorchester.  Now, 
people  have  to  go  round  through  Roxbury  or 
through  Beacon  street,  down  to  1'embroke  street, 
and  then  through  in  that  direction.  It  is  certain- 
ly very  desirable  that  there  should  be  an  avenue 
•pen  from  Beacon  street  to  West  Chester  park 
and  to  South  Boston,  as  this  is  proposed  to  be,  and 
I  trust  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  vote  for 
this,  that  the  company  may  be  able  to  go  on  and 
complete  their  contrail,  and  that  we  may  have  the 
streets  for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Brooks— 1  move  to  substitute  the  mi- 
nority report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Alderman  Cutter— We  now  seem  to  be  obtaining 
some  light  upon  this  subject.  This  committee  ap- 
peared here  ac  our  last  meeting  and  said  they  had 
had  this  subject  under-  consideration  for  a  year, 
and  were  fully  conversant  with  it.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  that  was  not  the  case,  anil  that  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  now  repre- 
sents only  five  of  the  committee,  and  that  one 
member  has  seen  fit  to  make  a  very  sensible  mi- 
nority report,  lam  somewhat  surpiised  at  the 
hurry  and  rush  with  which  the  committee  tried  to 
obtain  a  vote  at  the  last  meeting.  I  see  by  this 
contract  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Water  Power  Company,  but  that  we  have  to  pay 
Munson  a  sum  of  money  in  case  he  does  cer- 


tain things.  Now,  has  he  done  what  he  agreed  to 
do?  He  has  not.  He  did  not  complete  the  con- 
tract in  the  specified  time,  and  it  is  not 
done  today  ;  and  we  do  not  know  how 
long-  it  will  take  to  do  it.  The  grade 
damages  are  not  provided  for,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  for  this  Board  to  know,  even  if  the  case 
were  settled  by  equity  and  not  by  contract. 
whether  or  not  we  owe  a  single  cent.  It  is  taking 
$100,000  out  of  our  treasury,  which  we  never 
could  get  back,  and  giving  it  to  a  company 
which  is  bankrupt  today;  and  if  I  understand 
the  pith  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  the  Highlands,  it  is  to  enliven  it  up  a 
little.  If  we  do  this  in  one  case  we  might  have 
scores  of  people  coining  here  and  asking  for 
it.  I  say  that  as  guardians  of  the  city's  money, 
we  should  violate  the  oath  we  have  taken,  if  we 
went  on  and  paid  this  company  this  money.  As 
for  the  equity  of  the  streets,  it 'is  for  the  interest 
of  all  concerned  that  the  city  should  have  them; 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  Mr.  Munson  and  the  Water 
Power  Company  that  the  city  should  have  those 
streets.  In  my  judgment  the  city  should  never 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  the  building  of 
those  streets,  and  in  looking' back  at.  the  records 
of  1871,  I  find  my  name  among  those  voting 
against  it.  But  we'must  take  things  as  they  are 
today.  AVe  have  a  contract  with  a  certain  party, 
and  bur  duty  i-  to  faithfully  perform  it. 

Alderman' Worthington  — The  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  seems  to  question  whether  we  had  this 
matter  before  us  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
I  beg  to  inform  him  that  we  have  had  it.  up  and 
have  considered  it,  and  have  givenit  a  great  deal  of 
consideration.  It  would  have  been  brought  be- 
fore the  City  Council  last  June,  but  at  that  time 
the  Water  Power  Company  were  unable  to  give 
the  releases  and  the  deeds  of  the  streets.  They 
have  been  at  work  ever  since,  and  have  now 
got  the  papers  carefully  prepared  under  the 
supervision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  true  that 
today,  for  the  first  time,  one  of  the  committee 
intimated  that  he  would  put  in  a  minority  report. 
That  is  very  well ;  we  expected  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6  to  growl  about  it,  hut  we  feel  that  we 
have  a  good  case  for  the  city.  lam  pleading  for 
the  city,  and  not  for  the  Water  Power  Company. 
I  believe  the  city  will  be  the  gainer  by  it.  We 
are  dealing  with  the  Water  Power  Company,  and 
not  with  Mr.  Munson.  The  Water  Power  Com- 
pany is  the  assignee  of  Mr.  Munson,  he  having 
failed.  The  committee  are  not  hurrying  this 
matter  up;  but  they  are  endeavoring  to  close 
up  their  business,  just  as  the  Committee  on 
Paving  are  trying  to  do,  while  we  have 
a  government  and  committees  who  are  familiar 
with  the  subject.  Therefore  we  ask  this  Board 
to  settle  this  matter,  and  not  leave  it  to  a  new 
government  or  a  new  committee  to  go  over  the 
labor  that  we  have  been  through  this  year.  The 
whole  amount  that  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Water 
Power  Company,  I  stated,  will  be  $100,000.  If 
the  Water  Power  Company  should  do  nothing  af- 
ter receiving  this  $100,000,  the  entire  work  could 
be  finished  up  by  our  City  Engineer  at  a  very 
little  outlay  to  the  square  foot,  and  Mr.  Munsoii 
can  do  it  for  81  the  square  yard.  io>;  bringing  up 
Huntington  avenue;  allowing  $7.50  for  that,  the 
entire  expense  to  the  city  would  be  $78,000.  The 
Water  Power  Company  can  do  it  through  Mr. 
Munson  for  $10,1100  or  peihaps  $-12,000.  Therefore, 
we  shall  have  a  large  sum  of  money  left.  Now,  in 
regard  to  Hie  advance  to  be  made  to  the  company. 
We  all  know  that  Mr.  Munson  has  failed,  and 
cannot  borrow  money.  We  know  that  the  Water 
Power  Company  stock  is  at  a  large  discount,  and 
that  they  need  funds  to  carry  them  through.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  we  should  not  pay  them 
money  that  is  due  them'.'  We  have  an  example  for 
this.  The  Shanlys  contracted  to  build  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel.  They  found,  after  getting  into  the 
tunnel  thar  they  had  a  harder  contract  than  they 
expected;  the, ''found  a  harder  rock  and  were  los- 
ing money.  They  had  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
State  money  or  bonds  to  the  value  of  . $20(1,01)0; 
they  came  down  and  asked  the  State  to  advance 
them  some  portion  of  that,  saying  that  if  they 
had  that  money  they  could  go  through,  and  could 
save  paying  Pi  or  two  per  cent,  a  month.  The 
State  aided  them,  by  paying  them  the  monev,  and 
I  am  told  the  tunnel  was  accepted  by  the  State. 
There  is  a  case  which  is  a  noble  example  for 
us  to  follow.  The'  Water  Power  Company  come 
here  and  ask  for  preciseh  the  same  thing,  and  wh\ 
should  not  we  aid  them,  when  with  $40,000  of 
their  own  money  they  can  complete  this  contract, 
which  would  cost  the  city  $78,0110,  at   the   extrava- 
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gant  rate  at  which  the  city  is  obliged  to  do  work, 
being  less  than  one-half  of  the  $1X3,000  that  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  city  when  the  whole  con- 
tract is  completed.  Therefore  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  advance  them  this  $100,000, 
that  they  may  complete  the  contract,  and  not 
only  this'work  may  be  continued,  but  all  the  other 
improvements  on  the  Hack  May  lands,  which  bring 
in  a  large  amount  ot  taxable  oropetty.  In  this 
connection  I  wish  to  state  that  1 1 1 . ■  moment  West 
Chester  park  is  completed  the  adjacent  lands  will 
have  an  increased  valuation  for  taxation,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  we  shall  get  back  this  money  and 
the  interest  in  the  taxes  we  shall  receive.  There- 
fore it  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  within  the  power 
of  this  Board  of  Aldermen  to  aid  the  company, 
that  they  may  complete  the  contract. 

Alderman  Emery — How  is  this  estimate,  that 
they  can  complete'  the  contract  for  $40,000,  made 
up? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  estimate  is  made 
up  Irom  actual  surveys  by  Mr.  Davis,  whose  re- 
port is  very  complete,  giving  the  amount  per 
square  yaiy  right  through,  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion about  the  amount  either. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  from  Ward  15 
pleads  almost  as  eloquently  today  for  sloo.ooo  as 
he  did  last  Thursday  that  the  company  should  re- 
ceive §200,000.  The  committee  report  that  order 
for  payment  on  a  contract  which  was  fought 
through  another  boaid  with  a  great  deal  of  oppo- 
sition. Now  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city  stands 
on  the  contract  it  has  made  we  know  it  is  safe. 
Then  why  take  a  step  which  it  requires  such  elo- 
quence to  make  clear  to  us?  We  are  safe  now.  I 
would  ask  if  the  contract  does  not  require  Mr. 
Munson  to  give  releases  for  the  damages  caused 
by  the  grading  of  the  streets. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  have  pleasure  in  say- 
ing that  those  releases  are  all  ready  to  be  signed, 
and  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  committee 
when  they  are  satisfied  that  the  aniourt  is  due  the 
Water  Power  Cor-pany.  Everything  is  ready  ex- 
cept in  one  case,  aud  tha' 
this  week. 

Alderman  Peters— Does  the  contract  not  spe- 
cially say  that  those  releases  shall  be  delivered 
before  he  receives  one  cent  of  the  money? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  We  are  considering 
just  exactly  that  thing.  Are  we  go.ng  to  favor 
them?  or  are  we  going  to  stand  directly  on  a  con- 
tract that  he  is  unable  to  fulfil?  That  is  the  only 
question.  If  the  Aldermen  arc  going  to  stand  oh 
the  contract,  and  have  nothing  else  than  the 
pound-of-tlesh  policy,  we  will  stop  this  debate 
right  where  we  are.  But  if  we  are  disposed 
to  favor  the  Water  Power  Company,  1  say  we  can 
complete  this  work  and  obtain  a  title  to  the 
streets. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman's  allusion  to 
Shylock  is  entirely  wrong.  This  company  are  en- 
titled to  the  pound  of  flesh  and  no  more.  But 
they  ask  for  more  than  the  pound  of  flesh;  they 
want  the  blood. 

Alderman  Cutter — It  seems  to  me  very  singular 
that  this  matter  should  be  brought  in  here  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  There  nas  been  no  progress  on 
this  woik  for  a  year.  If  you,  gentlemen,  continue 
in  the  Government  as  many  years  as  I  have,  I  pray 
you  to  watidi  what  comes  in  during  the  last  mo- 
ments of  the  year.  It  is  something  that  will  not 
bear  offering  here  earlier  in  the  year.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  the  Highlands  has  stated  his  case 
no  better  than  he  could  have  done  if  he  were  a 
paid  attorney  for  that  company.  The  question,  as 
he  says,  is,  Arc  we  to  aid  and  favor  them,  or  not? 
That  is  the  question.  That  is  the  cause  of  the 
hurry.  It  is  not  to  do  the  city's  business  in  a 
proper  manner;  but  are  you  to  aid  and  favor 
them?  That  is  for  you,  gentlemen,  to  decide. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Highlands  speaks  of  the 
anxiety  of  committees  to  close  up  their  business 
at  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  I  have  failed  to  see  a 
member  of  this  Board  so  anxious  to  close  up  the 
city's  money  in  the  treasury  as  he  is.  No,  he  not 
only  proposes  to  close  up  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittees, but  to  close  up  every  dollar  in  the  treasury 
by  aiding  corporations  not  able  to  aid  themselves, 
whose  credit  is  gone,  and  who  have  made  a  con- 
tract to  build  tnosc  streets,  but  that  bankrupt 
concern  is  not  able  to  complete  it.  Then  he 
says  the  "Alderman  from  Ward  6  growls, 
as  he  expected  lie  would."  I  should  think  he 
would  expect  any  honest  member  of  this  Board  to 
growl.  It  is  an'  honest  growl.  We  recommitted 
this  report  to  the  committee  last  Thursday  and 
they  say  we  have  saved  fifty  per  cent.  But  have 
we  saved   it?    They  report   a   hundred  thousand 


dollars  now;  they  reported  two  hundred  thousand 
then.  Is  that  a  saving  of  fifty  per  cent?  If  it  is 
recommitted  again  perhaps  we  would  save  an- 
other fifty  per  cent,  and  they  would  come  in  here 
and  ask  for  $50,000.  But,  gentlemen;  do  not 
be  deceived.  We  do  not  save  fifty  per  cent. 
From  the  Alderman's  remarks,  there  are 
$60,000  due  the  city  tor  taxes,  and  $17,000 
paid  to  William  Gray,  making  $77,000.  which 
subtracted  from  $100, oil!)  is  all  we  should  have  to 
pay.  The  only  difference  then  between  this  order 
today,  and  the  one  reported  last  Thursday  is 
$'j:..00!i,  for  we  would  onlv  have  had  to  pay  ,*123,- 
000  if  we  had  passed  the  order  for  $200,000.  That 
is  their  entire  argument.  The  gentleman  says 
that  the  money  is  due  to  the  company  from  the 
city.  How  does  he  make  that  out?  If  it  is  due, 
it  is  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  and  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract  it  is  not  due  t'll  the  work  is  all  done ; 
and  therefore  he  makes  a  mistake  when  he 
says  it  is  due  them.  And  lie  compares  it  to  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  difference  is  that  the  tun- 
nel contractors  kept  at  work  right  along,  while 
this  company  has  stopped  work  for  nearly  a  year. 
That  is  the  difference.  The  State  was"  dealing 
with  a  live  film,  and  not  a  dead  corporation.  If 
gentlemen  see  these  facts  they  cannot  get  over 
them.  They  may  1  ring  in  the'  play  of  the  "Mer- 
chant of  Venice"  to  help  them  orit  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  they  may  tell  about  honest  members 
growling,  but  that  docs  not  affect  the  facts  at  all. 
It  is  a  weak  argument,  and  no  man  resorts  to  a 
weak  argument  except  when  he  has  a  weak  case. 
Alderman  Power— I  cannot  vote  for  this  order 
in  the  shape  it  comes  in  today,  any  more  than  I 
could  vote  for  it  before.  The  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  says  if  t'li-  company  does  not  get  this 
money  they  may  fail.  What  assurance  have  we 
that  they  will  not  fail  if  they  do  get  the  money? 
Who  is  to  give  us  any  assurance  that  thay  will 
not  fail?  They  are  as  likely  to  fail  if  they  get  the 
money  as  they  arc  if  they  do  not;  and  as  the 
Alderman  says,  $00,000"  and  $17,000  were  to 
he  taken  oui,  of  that  first  order,  and  therefore 
there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  order  of- 
fered today  and  that  oll'eied  last  Thursday.  But 
the  most  objectionable  thing  is  that,  if  this  work 
can  be  done  in  sixty  days,   why    has   it   not  been 


sixty  days,  I  should  not  think  the  company  would 
have  any  difficulty  in  rar-ing  the  money.  There 
are  gentlemen  connected  with  that  company  wdio 
can  raise  $40,000  in  an  hour;  and  if  that  is  a  fact, 
it  seems  to  me  we  need  not  aid  them.  I  look 
upon  the  releases  for  the  grade  damages  as  the 
most  important  thing  connected  with  it,  I  hav- 
ing had  i siderable  experience   in   such  matters 

on  the  Coininitt.ee  on  Paving;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  sum  as  large  as  that  might  be  exacted  on 
grade  damages.  If  the  work  can  be  completed  in 
sixty  days,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  small  amount 
required  could  be  easily  raised.  The  ? al'cst  thing, 
it  appears  to  me,  is  for  the  city  to  stand  by  the 
contract. 

Alderman  Emery — If  it  is  not  very  important 
that  we  should  act  upon  this  matter  tonight,  I 
would  like  to  have  it  lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not 
want  to  advance  this  amount  to  the  corporation 
unless  it  can  be  done  with  perfect  safety 
to  the  city,  and  so  that  the  city's  safety 
shall  be  unquestionable.  Neither  do  I  wish  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  ma- 
jority until  I  know  further  about  it.  If  I  am 
obliged  to  vote  tonight  I  shall  vote  against  substi- 
tution ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  ad- 
vancing the  money.  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

TELEGRAPH  POLES  IN  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Prcscott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  the  Committee  on  Paving  inquire 
and  report  by  what  authority  telegraph  poles  have 
been  inserted  in  the  sidewalks  of   that  part,  of  At- 
lantic avenue  formerly  known  as  Broad  street. 
Passed. 

NAUTICAL  SCHOOL. 


with  order   requesting   the    Mayor   and  Goveri 
to  confer  together  on  I  he  expediency  and  probable 
cost  of  the  measure  (City  Doc.  No.  82),   was  taken 
from  the  table. 


chairman  of  the  Committee  on  I'ublie  Instruction 
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if  he  has  any  information  to  give  us  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  matter  of  the  city  of 
Boston  taking  some  steps  toward  establishing  a 
nautical  school  in  this  harbor  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  some  three 
months  since.  They  made  an  elaborate  report 
last  October,  covering  the  whole  ground  and 
recommending  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
school  board  with  the  request  to  consider  aud  re- 
port to  the  City  Council  as  early  as  practicable 
upon  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  nautical 
school  and  '.he  probable  annual  expense  to 
the  city  of  maintaining  the  same.  The  re- 
port was  made  to  the  Common  Council,  and 
they  referred  the  subject  to  the  Mayor,  re- 
questing him  to  confer  with  the  Governor  on  the 
expediency  and  probable  cost  of  the  measure.  If 
gentlemen  will  refer  to  City  Document  No.  82  they 
will  find  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  last 
year  the  secretary  of  the  navy  was  authorized  to 
furnish,  "upon  application  of  a  governor  of  a 
State,  a  vessel  of  the  navy,  properly  fitted  up,  to 
be  used  for  the  benefit  of  any  nautical  school  es- 
tablished at  each  or  any  of  the  ports  of  New  York, 
Boston.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  San  Francis- 
co, upon  the  condition  that  there  shall  be 
maintained  at  each  port  a  school,  or  branch  of  a 
school,  for  the  instruction  of  youths  in  naviga- 
tion, seamanship,  marine  enginery,  etc.,  and  the 
President  is  authorized  to  detail  proper  officers  of 
the  navy  as  superintendents  of  or  instructors  in 
such  schools."  I  will  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
this  matter  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  by 
leading  men  of  the  city  of  Boston  who  feel  that 
it  is  a  matter  that  the  city  of  Boston,  or  the  State 
acting  with  the  city,  should  take  some  action  in. 
The  city  of  New  York  has  already  availed  it- 
self of  the  privilege  accorded  by  the  last 
Congress,  and  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  have  also  applied  for  school 
ships  of  this  description,  which  have  been  fur- 
nished them  by  the  Government,  which  furnishes 
the  vessel,  and  the  State  or  city  furnishing  the  in- 
structors of  the  schools.  Baltimore  has  for  a  long- 
term  of  years  maintained  a  flourishing  naval 
school.  This  is  not  intended  to  be  a  school  ship 
like  that  established  by  the  State  several  years 
ago  as  a  penal  or  reformatory  institution  in  any 
sense  whatever ;  but  it  is  to  educate  young  men 
who  have  a  taste  for  navigation  and  seaman- 
ship, and  furnish  them  with  an  opportunity  to  be 
instituted  in  naval  service.  Whether  or  not  the 
State  or  the  city  of  Boston  will  de?m  it  expedi- 
ent to  grant  ibis  privilege,  remains  to  be  seen.  I, 
for  one,  would  certainly  question  the  propriety  of 
the  city  entering  into  an  enterprise  of  this  sort ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  no  more  than  an  act  of  courtesy 
for  the  city  or  State  to  recognize  this  offer  made 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  Mayor  aud  Governor  should  consult  as  to 
the  expediency  of  establishing  this  school,  and 
report  the  probable  expense  of  the  same. 
Our  own  State  has  its  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology and  its  Agricultural  College,  and  it 
might  be  deemed  expedient  to  establish  a  nautical 
school.  This  order  is  simply  for  the  Mayor  and 
Governor  to  consider  the  proposition  made  by  the 
last  Congress. 

Alderman  Cutter  —  "Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  is  the  expense  of  running  such  a  school  for 

Alderman  Prescott — I  know  nothing  about  that 
whatever.  The  order  is  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  that  information.  The  question 
would  seem  to  be,  whether  it  is  expedient  for  the 
city  of  Boston  or  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
establish  such  an  institution  in  the  harbor  of 
Boston;  and  it  is  to  reconsider  that  subject  that 
the  order  has  been  passed  for  the  Mayer  and  Gov- 
ernor to  consult  in  regard  to  this  offer  made  by 
the  last  Congress. 

Alderman  Peters— I  do  not  understand  that  the 
offer  was  m.ale  to  the  city  at  all,  and  it  seems  to 
be  a  State  matter  entirely.  The  Legislature  of 
the  State  aopears  to  be  the  proper  party  to  whose 
attention  it  should  be  brought. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  have  listened  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and 
cannot  tell  whether  he  is  going  to  vote  for  it  or 
not.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  going  into  an  ex- 
pense that  we  cannot  afford.  The  State  is  not  go- 
ing to  do  it  if  it  can  be  saddled  upon  the  city  of 
Boston;  and  if  it  is  established  we  shall  have  to 
take  it.  I  cannot  think  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
(i  desires  that.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  who  have  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money  extravagantly  by    experimenting,    and  it 


looks  to  me  as  if  this  were  some  sort  of  an  ele- 
phant of  that  kind.    I  shall  not  vote  to  concur. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  it  will 
not  be  inappropriate  for  us  to  take  action  at  this 
time,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  I 
should  favor  a  nautical  school  established  by  the 
State  or  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  say  that  it  is  an 
act  of  courtesy  to  have  the  investigation  made. 
If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  the  16th  page  of 
City  Document  No.  s2.  he  will  find  the  act  of  Con- 
gress in  full.  [The  Alderman  read  the  act.]  Now 
a  vessel,  probably  the  best  in  the  United  states 
service,  has  been  offered  for  the  purposes  of  such 
a  school  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  The 
city,  if  it  should  so  desire,  would  have 
no  authority  to  establish  a  nautical  school, 
as  it  is  provided  in  the  statutes  of  the 
Commonwealth  ju-t  what  branches  of  education 
shall  be  taught  in  our  schools.  This  is  a  subject 
in  which  many  of  the  leading  merchants  of 'the 
city  of  Boston  have  taken  a  deep  interest,  and  I 
have  been  asked  by  many  to  bring  this  matter  in 
some  shape  to  the  authorities  to  see  whether  they 
would  be  in  favor  of  such  a  school  or  not,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that,  as  the  last  Congress  made  an 
offer  of  this  sort,  it  would  be  no  more 
.  than  courtesy  for  the  Mayor,  and  Governor 
of  this  State,  to  confer  in  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  nautical  school.  By 
voting  for  this  order  gentlemen  do  not  commit 
themse"ves  to  the  establishment  of  a  nautical 
school:  but  simply  request  the  Governor  and 
Mayor  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
it.  Philadelphia  did  the  same  thing.  The  United 
States  has  offered  one  of  the  best  vessels  of  the 
navy  for  this  port,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  an  act  of  courtesy  for  the  State  and  city 
authorities  to  consult  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  the  City 
Government  should  not  do  it.  If  the  gentleman 
has  been  asked  to  submit  it  to  the  proper  authori- 
ties, the  way  is  to  walk  up  to  the  State  House  and 
put  in  a  petition. 

Alderman  Power— The  experiment  of  a  school- 
ship  has  been  thoroughly  tested  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  It  proved  a  failure  and  was  aban- 
doned. It  was  given  a  fair  test,  was  tried  for 
some  years,  and  ho  good  result  came  from  it:  but 
I  believe  many  bad  results  cii>.  Now  I  do  think 
that  after  the  experiments  we  have  had  here,  we 
do  not  want  to  do  anything  that  will  commit  the 
city  of  Boston  to  go  into  it.  It  will  cost  sum. not)  a 
year  at  least.  I  do  not  want  anything  that  will 
have  such  a  le-ult  as  that.  Tuerefore,  [move  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  the  rec- 
ommendation by  the  Common  Council  is  a  very 
proper  and  pertinent  one.  It  is  the  same  action 
that  was  taken  by  the  New  York  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  making  a'ppln-atiou  to  Governor  Dix.  In 
regard  to  what  the  cost  of  this  school  -hip  mav  be. 
I  know  nothing.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  that  that  school  was  a  failure;  but 
that  is  an  entirely  different  matter  from  what  is 
intended  to  be  established  by  a  nautical  school  in 
this  harbor.  That  was  a  penal  institution;  this  is 
for  the  education  of  boys  in  seamanship.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  State  would  deem  it  expedient  to  take 
action,  but  I  think  it  is  but  courtesy  for  the  State 
and  city  to  consider  this  idler  made  h\  Congiess. 
I  would  state  that  if  this  matter  is  referred  to  the 
state  authorities  anil  they  should  recommend  the 
maintaining  of  such  a  school  bv  this  city.  the\ 
would  simply  authorize  the  city*  to  establish  it. 
and  then  it  would  be  for  the  city  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  establi-hing it. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  subject  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  next  City  Council  took  precedence. 

Alderman  Pve-cott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  jefer  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter.  Enierv.  Peters.  Power 
—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Brooks,  Clark,  Hall. 
Harris,  Prescott.  Stebbins.  Worthington — 8. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment. It  being  so  late  in  the  year  it  is  hardly 
proper  for  the  Mayor  to  confer  with  the  present 
Governor,  and  I  move  to  amend  by  adding  the 
word  ''elect"  after  the  word  "Governor." 

Alderman  Brooks— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
proper  matter  to  go  to  the  next  Citv  Government, 
it  being  ver\  near  the  last  of  this'year.  and  near 
the  expiration  of  the  pr^s-nt  Governor's  term.  It 
seems  to  me.  therefore,  that  it  ought  to  originate 
in  the  next  Government,  and  I  move  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  the  whole  matter. 
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The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  amendment  took 
precedence. 

Alderman  Pre=cott— It  seems  to  me  to  be  entire- 
ly inappropriate  to  pass  the  amendment  ottered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8.  If  we  pass  the 
order  as  ;t  is,  the  Mayor  can  either  consult  with 
the  present  Governor,  who  can  refer  it  to  the  in- 
coming Governor,  or  the  Mayor  can  delay  con- 
ferring with  the  Governor  till  the  Governor-elect 
is  sworn  into  office. 

Alderman  Peters— I  agree  entirely  with  the 
gentleman  last  up,  that  it  is  adding  insult  to  in- 
jury to  say  "Governor  elect."      • 

AJdennan  Stebbins — I  look  upon  it  in  this  man- 
ner. If  the  order  takes  effect  tomorrow,  it  will  be 
the  Mayor's  duty  to  confer  with  the  Governor 
immediately.  By  having  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  Governor  elect  the  subject  can  be  introduced 
into  the  message.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  the 
amendment,  and  will  withdraw  it. 

Alderman  Peters  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost — 
yeas  4,  nays  8,  the  same  as  before,  except  that 
Alderman  Brooks  voted  yea  and  Alderman  Emery 
voted  nay. 

The  order  was  then  passed,  in  concurrence. 

"FARRAGUT  SQUARE.'' 

Alilermau  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  given  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  move  a  reconsideration  of  a  vote  by  which 
was  passed  the  order  to  designate  the  area  be- 
tween Water,  Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets 
••Po«t  Office  Sfpiare,"  and  to  number  the  same.  I 
did  this  heeau-e  there  has  been  a  very  strong  ex- 
pression of  the  business  community  to  have  that 
square  called  by  some  other  name  than  Post  Of- 
fice square.  I  therefore  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Clark — There  has  been  a  desire  ex- 
pressed by  a  good  many  of  the  business  communi- 
ty to  have  that  square 'called  alter  the  late  Admi- 
ral Farragut.  and  the  name  of  "Farragut  square" 
has  been  proposed  by  a  good  many  of  the  business 
men  of  the  city,  and  ,i  petition  signed  by  such  men 
as  Mudge,  Sawyer  &  Co.,  A.  H.  Rice,  Jones,  Mc- 
Duffee  &  Stratton,  and  sixty  or  seventy  others, 
has  been  sent  in,  which  I  now  present  and  move 
that  the  order  and  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  majority  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  in  favor  of  the  resolve  and  order 
to  extend  Swett  atreet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
sll7.540.04  (City  Doc.  84),  with  order  for  Committee 
on  Finance  to  provide  the  means,  (City  Doc.  No. 
107);  and  minority  report  on  same  subject,  to  the 
effect  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  city,  and  for  other  reasons,  it  is  inexpedient 
to  pass  said  measure  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  ask  for  a 
vote  upon  this  subject,  this  afternoon,  lint  I  trust 
that  the  Board  will  adjourn  to  next  Wednesday  at 
some  convenient  hour  to  consider  the  subject 
further.  I  suppose  that  every  member  of 
this  Board  has  made  up  his  mind  whether 
he  is  going  to  vote  for  or  against  the  extension  of 


Swett  street,  at  this  time,  or  not.  The  importance 
of  this  extension  is  so  apparent  to  every  one  that 
there  need  be  nothing  said  of  the  public  necessi- 
ty for  it.  The  subject  has  been  before  the  City 
Government  every  year  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
years;  the  Street  Commissioneis  have  had  this 
matter  before  them  and  bestowed  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attention  upon  it,  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  as  have  also  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  that  there  is  no  question  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  this  expenditure,  considering  its  importance 
to  the  city  on  various  accounts.  It  will  be  a  great 
thoroughfare  for  the  people  residing  in  South 
Boston  and  the  southerly  part  of  the  city.  The 
Commissioners  have  succeeded  in  having  all  the 
abutters  agree  to  give  their  land  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three,  at  the  connection  of  Harri- 
son avenue  and  Swett  street,  where  buildiugs 
are  upon  the  land,  and  they  convey  all  the  land 
to  the  city  free  of  expense,  and  contrib- 
ute $60;000  towards  building  the  street. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  believe  that 
this  will  be  a  very  important  improve- 
ment, and  of  great  benefit  to  the   city,   and  it  will 


abutters  have  come  up  handsomely  and  agreed  to 
give  their  land  and  contribute  soo.ooo  towards  the 
construction  of  that  street.  The  reason  an  ad- 
journment is  asked  until  AVednesday  is  that  there 
are  two  of  the  signatures  upon  Hie  conveyances 
of  the  land  to  pa\  the  sum  assessed  to  their 'names 
which  the  City  .Solicitor  thinks  should  be  changed. 
One  of  the  parties  signs  "Joseph  Dorr  for  parties 
interested."  which  is  decided  not  to  be  in  legal 
form.  We  want  to  have  that  changed,  and  also  the 
name  of  Shebnah  Kieh,  which  is  signed  "for  N.  S. 
Hopkins,"  changed  to  "X.  S.  Hopkins, per  Shebnah 
Rich,  attorney,"  which  will  then  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  City  Solicitor. 

After  consultation  it  was  agreed  that  when  the 
Board  adjourn  it  should  lie  to  Wednesday  after- 
noon at  four  o'clock. 

Alderman  refers  made  some  inquiry  relative  to 
the  estimates  and  Alderman  Clark  said  :  Tilts  $  117,- 
000  is  the  estimate  of  the  land  taken  for  the  street. 
That  is  conveyed  to  the  city  free  of  expense. 
Then,  in  addition  to  that,  the  abutters  propose  to 
pay  $00,000  towards  the  construction  of  the 
street. 

Alderman  Woitbington— 1  desire  to  correct  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  He  stated  that  the 
land  damages  are  sin, lino.  The  land  given  by  the 
owners  is  valued  at  .ssi.ooo.  The  silT.oou  is  for'land 
which  is  considered  valuable  and  will  not  be 
given.  The  city  will  take  that  land  and  assess 
betterments.  The  improvement  is  fully  shown 
on  the  map.  In  addition  to  the  land  given 
by  the  abutters  they  contribute  sco.ooo  in  cash 
towards  putting  the  street  through.  In  the  esti- 
mated expense  of  S47.r>,()0l>  is  included  the  cost  of 
paving,  macadamizing,  etc.,  $87,0(10,  which  will 
not  need  to  be  expended  for  a  year  or  two.  Here  is 
every  possible  expense  that  is  to  be  met  after  lay- 
ing out  the  street. 

On  motion  ol  Alderman  Power  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  Wednesdav  afternoon  next  at  live  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  at  4 
P.M. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    S3,    1874. 


Adjourned  rogulrii  meeting, nt  live  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIBMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Joseph  "W.  Noble,  Gage's 
wharf,  Charlestown. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Com  witter  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  Vie 
Board.  Horace  B.  Sargent,  to  be  allowed  addi- 
tional compensation  for  land  taken  on  Shawmut 
avenre. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Trustees  of  es- 
tates of  John  Simmons  and  Samuel  A.  Way,  and 
James  Amory  et  a!.,  that  the  square  by  the  Post 
Office  be  called  "Farragut  square." 

WABD-  EIGHT  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  K.  jMies  et  al. 
for  a  recount  of  the  votes  in  "Ward  8  for  Alder- 
men, and  the  question  was  mi  referring  it  to  the 
Special  Committee  on  Municipal  Election  Re- 
turns. 

Alderman  Peters — I  do  not  know  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Election  Returns  should  be  obliged  to 
recount  those  votes  on  that  petition.  I  hardly 
think  that  duty  should  be  put  on  that  committee. 
The  legal  report  of  the  examination  of  the  re- 
turns has  been  made  and  accepted,  and  this  is 
merely  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  three  candi- 
dates whose  names  have  not  been  put  on  the  re- 
turns to  see  how  many  votes  were  cast  for  them. 
It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  on  this  matter,  as  it  will  make  no 
difference  rh  the  result. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  is  true  that  it  would 
make  no  difference  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee as  previously  made  and  accepted.  At  the 
same  time  the  citizens  of  Ward  8  desire  to  have 
the  returns  made  correctly,  and. the  gentlemen 
for  whom  they  cast  votes  for  Aldermen  desire  to 
have  the  credit  of  the  votes  cast  for  them.  This 
entry  can  be  made  upon  the  record  of  the  City 
Clerk,  and  any  one  can  see  the  number  of  ballots 
cast  for  those  gentlemen.  I  cannot  see  that  it  is 
a  great  labor  put  upon  this  committee,  and  I  think 
they  can  accomplish  the  work  in  a  very  short 
time.  I  have  been  upon  that  committee  for  two 
years  past,  and  when  a  request  of  this  kind  has 
been  made  we  weie  ready  to  make  a  recount. 

Alderman  Peters— No  request  of  this  kind  was 
made  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  Election  Re- 
turns, of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  I  do  not 
think  this  a  proper  request.  If  the  citizens  of 
Ward  8  want  proper  returns  made,  they  should 
elect  proper  men  for  inspectors. 

Alderman  Stebbin-— That  is  true,  but  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  1  he  several  candidates  who  were  voted 
for.  Therefore  I  think  the  records  of  the  City 
Clerk  should  be  made  correct,  and  to  do  it  will 
impose  no  great  hardship  upon  the  committee. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Election  Returns. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  certain  sewer  assessments  in 
Brook  avenue,  ( inehla  and  other  streets.      Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Coehitu ate  Water  Board 
to  contract  for  delivery  of  water  pipes,  to  be  paid 
for  in  May  next.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Water  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  purchase  Jamaica  Pond,  with  an  order 
that  arrangements  be  made  with  the  lirookline 
W  iter  Board  for  a  temporary  supply  for  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton.  (City  Doc.  No.  108.)  Or- 
der passed  and  sent  down. 

ADDITION  TO  PUBLIC  LIBRABY    BUILDING. 

Alderman  Peters,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Library,  submitted  a  report  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  of  the 
proposed  purchase  of  the  "Wolcott  Estate,"  ad- 
joining the  Public  Library  building.  Accepted 
and  sent  down. 

WATEE     SUPPLY     FOR     WARDS     SEVENTEEN     AND 
NINETEEN. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  orders  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water  pipes 


and  other  materials  to  provide  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  water  for  Wards  17  and  19,  and  providing 
for  the  borrowing  of -$200,000  to  be  expended  for 
said  object.  The  report  v  as  accepted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  order  took  its 
second  reading  and  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  brooks— What  is  the  necessity  of  pass- 
ing this  ordei  at  I  he  present  sea-on  of  the  year? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  he  object  is  that  the  pipes 
may  be  contracted  for  and  be  ready  for  laying 
early  in  the  spring ;  the  necessity  for  it  is  that 
those  two  wards  are  at  the  present  time  without 
any  water  supply,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they 
shall  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible.  Of  course 
the  Alderman  u  ill  understand  thai  this  is  only  the 
first  instalment  of  the  expense  of  furnishing  those 
two  waids  with  water,  which  is  likely  to  be  Sl.ilOO,- 
000.  The  cost  of  supplying  Dorchester  and  Rox- 
bury with  water  alter  annexation  was  sl.r.nu.ono. 
and  the  cost  for  wards  17  and  19  cannot  fall  much 
short  of  $1,000,000.  I  may  add  here  that  a  con- 
tract can  for  the  pipes  be  made  at  much  bet- 
ter rates  during  the  winter  season  than  in 
spring.  The  pipes  can  be  laid  better  early  in  the 
season,  soon  alter  the  frost  is  out  of  the  ground, 
and  they  cannot  be  laid  to  so  good  an  advantage 
when  not  furnished  during  the  winter  months. 

Alderman  Peters — Mo  one  who  lives  in  a  ward 
with  a  water  supply  can  realize  the  position  of 
affairs  in  Ward  J  7,  or  those  wards  without  water. 
At.  my  house  we  have  to  carry  water  nearly  half  a 
mile  how.  One  of  the  arguments  for  annexation 
was  that  we  should  get  an  adequate  water  supply. 
Taxes  have  been  raised  in  Ward  17  §iso,ooo,  and 
the  only  reason  why  water  is  not.  furnished  there 
is  the  lack  of  a  system  of  sewerage.  A  large 
sewer  has  already  'r^een  built  as  far  as  the  chemi- 
cal works,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  says 
that  next  year  it  will  be  carried  up,  so  that  it  will 
be  done  before  the  water  reaches  us.  The  super- 
intendent of  a  large  iron  works  assures  me  that 
iron  can  now  be  hought  for  less  than  for  twenty 
years. 

Alderman  Brooks— That  is  perhaps  true  as  to 
the  question  of  iron ;  but  if  we  do  not  contract  for 
the  pipes  now  cannot  they  be  procured  at  less 
rates  three  months  from  now?  Now  it  has  been 
said  that  if  we  contracted  for  buildings  earlvin  the 
season  they  can  be  built  for  much  less.  What  is 
the  result?  A  man  can  make  a  contract  for  any 
building  of  that  description  for  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  he  could  early  in 
the  season.  It  is  r,  question  whether  or  not  this 
contract  could  not  be  made  cheaper  two  or  three 
months  hence  than  now.  In  my  opinion  the  Water 
Board  will  be  able  to  contract  at  as  much  lower  a 
rate  two  months  from  now  as  they  can  uow  at  a 
rate  lower  than  two  or  three  months  ago.  I  be- 
lieve the  tendency  of  iron  material  is  downward. 
My  friend  [Alderman  Power]  laughs  at  me,  be- 
cause hcis  in  the  business;  but  it  cannot  be  rubbed 
out,  and  we  have  got  to  come  down  to  hard  pan. 
Hard  pan  must  he  reached  sooner  or  later. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  si;;  or  S15  per  ton  is  not 
very  near  hard  pan  for  the  pipes  used  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  I  do  not  know  bow  much  nearer  it  can 
be  made.  All  the  iron  dealers  are  of  the  opinion 
that  this  is  the  lowest  price  that  the  castings  can 
be  furnished  at.  The  Water  Board  may  be  able 
to  contract  as  low  as  $43  per  ton  for  these  pipes, 
for  they  certainly  can  be  manufactured  much 
cheaper  than  in  the  summer  months.  During  the 
winter  the  large  iron  furnaces  in  New  Jersey, 
where  these  pipes  are  made,  are  mostly  idle,  and 
they  are  willing  to  take  contracts  at  low  prices, 
in  order  to  retain  their  best  help.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  city  will  procure  the  pipes  at  much 
less  rates  than  if  the  contiaet  is  delayed  till 
spring.  Besides  there  will  be  this  advantage:  the 
pipes  will  be  ready  to  be  delivered  early  in  th= 
spring,  which  they  cannot  lie  if  the  contract  is 
delayed.  There  arc  dill'ercnt  kinds  of  pipes,  and 
it  is  very  difficult  to  cast  all  at  one  time ;  they  re- 
quire much  time  to  do  it. 

Aldeiman  Peters  -The  buildings  of  which  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  1  speaks  were  not  a  necessity, 
and  it  may  have  been  better  to  postpone  them  al- 
together. I  dare  say  that  in  the  next  few  years 
the  cost  of  pipes  will  be  lower  than  now  ;  but  a 
necessity  exists  for  then)  in  Ward  17  and  the  city 
ought  not  to  hesitate  for  one  moment,  when  the 
lire  may  come  to  our  own  doors  at  any  moment. 

Alderman  Cutter— Where  are  we  going  to  get 
the  water  to  put  into  these  pipes?  We  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  do  it,  and  we  shall  not  be  next  year 
from  the  way  the  Covernment  is  treating  this 
question.  H  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  pipes, 
but  we  have  no  water  to  put  in  them.    If  the  Gov- 
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eminent  establishes  a  gold  basis,  of  course  iron  is 
going  to  fall  just  in  proportion  as  the  price  of 
gold  is  above    paper  currency.    There  is  no   haste 


in  1857,  when  everything-  was  on  a  gold  basis,  you 
could  not  buy  water  pipes  much  cheaper  than 
you  can  today.  Auy  man  m  the  iron  business  will 
sell  iron  today  for  cash  at  a  much  lowei  price  than 
he  will  for  future  delivery.  I  never  knew  U  to  be 
lower  when  business  is  being  done.  There  have 
been  meet;ngs  of  meu  in  the  iron  interest  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  almost  perfected  an 
agreement  to  reduce  the  production  of  iron.  The 
fact  of  their  meeting  for  that  purpose  has  al- 
ready stiffened  up  the  price  of  iron.  No  man  in 
the  business  will  sell  it  as  low  as  he  would  a  few 
weeks  ago ;  but  no  man  will  sell  it  for  future 
delivery  as  low  as  he  will  for  cash.  I  think  it  "will 
be  for"  the  interest  of  the  city  to  make  this  pur- 
chase today.    It  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  good  in- 


Alderman  Cutter— It  will  be  recollected  by  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  who  were  members  of  the  last 
Government  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 op- 
posed the  construction  of  certain  bridges  because 
the  price  of  materials  would  be  lower,  and  we  all 
know  how  poor  a  prophet  he  proved  to  be,  as  the 
price  is  higher  now  than  then.  In  regard  to  the 
price  of  iron  in  1857  and  now,  although  I  am  not 
in  the  business.  I  know  that  in  1857  nails  were 
three  cents  a  pound,  and  now  they  are  3.75  cents. 
If  I  am  nor  right,  the  gentleman  will  correct  me. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  can  buy  the 
same  kind  of  nails  now  foa  three  cents  a  pound 
that  he  could  in  1857,  but  they  are  of  a  very  poor 
quality. 

Alderman  Peters— It  seems  to  me  that  the  pipes 
should  be  ready  by  the  time  the  water  is.  "We  have 
passed  an  order  for  the  Water  Board  to  consult 
with  the  authorities  of  Brools line  to  supply  those 
two  wards  with  water,  and  Mr.  Kirby  says  they 
can  do  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
is  mistaken.  I  never  said  iron  for  bridges  would 
be  lower.  I  said  that  iu  my  opinion  it  would  be 
lower,  and  I  say  now  that  the  prospect  is  it  will  be 
higher.    I  have  not  any  doubt  that  it  will  be. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  question  conies  right 
here,  and  it  cannot  be  rubbed  out.  Business,  to- 
day, is  very  dull,  aDd  if  you  can  show  me  where 
you  are  going  to  have  any  material  demand  for 
iron  to  increase  its  value  I  should  like  to  have  it 
pointed  out.  A  few  years  ago  iron  was  in  de- 
mand for  steamers  all  over  this  country,  and  per- 
haps in  Europe;  but  the  time  for  building  iron 
steamers  for  service,  ss  compared  with  wooden 
vessels,  has  gone  by;  they  cannot  live, 
they  cannot  compete  with  wooden  vessels;  there 
is  no  question  about  it.  Now  I  believe  that,  with 
our  taxes  so  high  and  business  so  dull,  this  con- 
tracting for  iron  before  we  need  it  is  of  no  advan- 
tage to  the  city,  and  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  re- 
ceive any  advantage  from  it.  If  these  pipes  are 
actually  wanted,  and  we  have  got  the  water  to  put 
in  them,  now  is  the  time  to  contract;  but  if  we 
have  not,  then  by  making  this  contract  we  shall 
lose  the  interest  on  the  money  for  that  time.  I 
move  that  this  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
next  Monday,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  was  lost  on  a  rising  vote— 3  for,  9 
against. 

Alderman  Cutter— Will  some  of  the  Aldermen 
who  voted  in  the  negative  say  why  it  is  neeesspry 
to  pass  the  order  tonight  rather  than  next  Mon- 
day? 

Alderman  Wortbington — I  think  that  as  we  are 
near  the  end  of  the  year  we  should  commence  to 
finish  ui)  the  business  of  the  year.  Here  is  a  posi- 
tive necessity  for  having  pipes  to  lay  next  spring. 
We  know  that  we  have  got  to  buy  them,  that  we 
have  got  to  put  down  pipes  in  West  Roxbury. 
They  pay  their  taxes  and  we  cannot  escape  it. 
The  water  will  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  pipes  are 
laid.  Why  delay  the  matter?  Why  wait?  We 
have  enough  to  do  before  the  end  of  the  year 
without  delaying  this  any  further. 

Alderman  Brooks — The  gentleman  who  uses  that 
argument  came  in  last  week  with  an  order  to 
spend  §200,000  and  tried  to  rush  it  through.  It 
was  "Go  in,  boys,  go  in."  Then  this  week  he  came 
in  with  another  order  saving  §100,000  from  the 
first  one. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  beg  leave  to  correct 
the  gentleman— that  is  his  estimate,  not  mine. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  order  was  reduced  $100,- 


000.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  they  propose  to 
give  the  same  amount? 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Does  the  gentleman 
wish  me  to  answer  him  entirely? 

The  Chairman— Alderman  Brooks  ha    the  floor. 

Alderman  Brooks— We  have  come  here  to  do 
business.  We  have  seen  them  take  the  back  track 
on  the  motion  to  give  the  order  a  second  reading. 
I  only  wishTtime  to  examine  this  matter,  and  I 
hope' it  will  be  laid  over,  and  then  perhaps  I  shall 
be  as  ready  to  vote  for  it  as  any  one. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  ;i.  nays  3,  ( Aldermen 
Brooks,  Cutter  and  Harris  voting  nay)— and  sent 
down. 

A  CITY  CONVEYANCER  AND  LEGISLATIVE  COUNSEL. 

Alderman  Bigelovv,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  wTho  were  requested  to  report  in  rela- 
tion to  a  permanent  addition  to  the  number  of 
employes  in  the  Law  Department,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the*  pa.-  sage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  authorize 
the  Mavor  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice ana  consent  of  the  Stan  ling  Committee  of  the 
Citv  Couucil  on  Ordinances,  appoint,  a  fourth  As- 
sistant Solicitor,  who  shali  be  styled  the  "City 
Conveyancer."  and  -hall  possess  the  same  qualifi- 
cations and  hold  his  office  upon  the  same  tenure 
as  the  other  assistants.  It  shall  be  the  special 
duty  of  said  fourth  assi-tant  to  do  the  work  re- 
quired to  be  done  on  the  part  erf  the  city  in  exam- 
ining titles  to  propertv  and  in  drafting  deeds  and 
conveyances.  He -ban  perform  such  other  pro- 
fessional duties  incidert  to  the  office  as  may  be 
required  of  him  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Sect.  2.  During  the  sessions  ot  the  Legislature 
the  Mayor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
appoint  a  counsellor  at  law,  ta  be  known  as  the 
Legislative  Counsel  of  the  city  of  Boston,  who 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  heretofore  provided 
by  ordinance  to  be  done  by  the  City  Solicitor  and 
A*ssi-tant  Solicitors,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  matters 
before  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth,  or 
any  committee  thereof,  and  shall  perform  all 
other  professional  duties  incident  to  his  office 
which  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Mayor,  the 
City  Council  or  either  branch  of  the  City  Council, 
or  'by  the.  Committee  thereof  on  Legislative 
Affairs.  And  said  Legislative  Counsel  shall  hold 
office  only  during  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
and  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Sect.  3.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Ordinances 
such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require  that  ad- 
ditional assistance'  should  be  furnished  in  the  Law 
Department,  the  said  committee  may  provide 
such  assistance  for  the  time  being  as"  they  may 
deem  expedient,  and  establish  the  compensation 
therefor. 

Head  once  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  suoinitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  $275,  being  the  amount 
due  said  White  for  the  rent  ot  armory  occupied 
by  Company  A,  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  situated  on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Ar- 
mories. 

Read  once. 

APPLETON    TEMPORARY    HOME. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a 
report  on  petition  of  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  tor  an 
appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Appleton  Home  rec- 
ommending, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw,  for  the  reason  that  the  City  Council  has 
no  power  to  make  such  an  appropriation. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the 
Chairman  lead  the  original  petition. 

Alderman  Woithinglmi  thought  the  committee 
had  steppeti  beyond  their  jurisdiction,  as  the  peti- 
tion was  not  for  an  appropriation  but  for  a  hear- 
ing before  the  Board.  He  did  not  think  it  was 
treating  the  petitioner  fairly. 

Alderman  Hall  said  he  had  opposed  the  refer- 
ence, and  Alderman  Worthington  favored  it.  He 
had  desired  that  gentleman,  who  is  editor  of  a 
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well-known  temperance  paper,  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioner, that  his  readers  might  jirotit  by  the  infor- 
mation gained.  The  committee  hail  impartially 
heard  the  gentleman,  and  it  the  Alderman  want- 
ed to  hear  him  he  would  withdraw  the  motion  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  in  relation 
to  the  temporary  relief  of  the  poor,  submitted  a 
report  that,  by  chapter  .174  of  the  acts  ol  the  year 
1874,  the  City  Council  was  authorized  to  appropri- 
ate annually  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  fifteen-hun- 
dredth of  one  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  of  the 
current  year  for  temporary  aid  to  the  poor,  to  be 
expended  in  such  manner  as  the  City  Council  may 
determine.  At  the  hearing  given  to'tlie  petitioner 
she  repsented  that  the  act  was  procured  mainly 
through  her  efforts,  and  she  desired  to  present  her 
views  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  aid  should  be 
dispensed.  In  her  opinion  it  would  best  accomplish 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  if  it  should 
be  given  out  under  the  direction  of  a  special  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  or  the  citizens,  to  re- 
lieve those  cases  of  suffering  which  do  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
or  of  the  charities  organized  for  special  classes. 
As  the  question  in  regard  to  the  method  of  fur- 
nishing the  aid  is  now  pending  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil, on  the  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Police  to  distribute  soup  from  the  police  station 
houses,  or  elsewhere,  no  further  action  appears  to 
be  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

ACCEPTANCE    OF   THE    ACT    RELATING   TO    PUBLIC 
BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Bathing,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  tlie  accompanying  order  [to  which  is 
appended  the  act  referred  to]: 

Ordered,  That  the  act  passed  hy  the  General 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth  and  approved  May 
7, 1874,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  cities  and 
towns  to  erect  and  maintain  public  oaths  and 
wash  houses,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ac- 
cepted. 

Read  once. 

FBEE  SOUP. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  special  committee  of 
this  Board  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  on  the  matter  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  branches  in  relation  to  fur- 
nishing t-niporary  aid  to  the  poor,  reported  that 
they  have  conferred  with    the    committee    of  the 


committee  from  t lie  other  branch,  and  they  pre- 
sented their  case,  and  we  asked  them  to  show  their 
reasons  and  arguments,  if  they  had  any,  why  the 
order  passed  by  this  Board  should  not  pass,  and  why 
it  is  not  the  most  judicious  way  to  distribute  soup : 
ithas  been  the  custom  to  distribute  soup  in  that 
way  and  if  there  were  any  way  it  could  be  done 
better,  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this  Board 
were  willing  to  change  their  minds,  provided  they 
were  convinced.  The  arguments  presented  were 
very  weak.  One  of  the  committee  had  the  idea 
that  the  order  contemplated  giving  away  any 
kind  of  merchandise,  and  when  he  was  informed 
that  we  could  not  distribute  anything  but  soup 
he  then  said  he  misunderstood  it.  The  question 
then  simmered  down  at  last  to  this :  They  were 
willing  to  allow  us  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
from  the  Council  to  join  the  committee  of  three 
from  this  Board.  They  were  willing  to  accept  that 
as  a  compromise,  and  we  might  say  who  the  men 
from  their  board  should  be.  "We  thought  that 
was  not  practical,  and  that  it  was  a  virtual  surren- 
der of  their  side  of  the  case.  We  thought  it  was 
not  commendable  for  a  committee  of  this  Board 
to  appoint  a  committee  from  that  branch,  when 
they  have  a  President  competent  to  do  so.  We 
saw  no  reason  why  we  should  not  adhere  to  what 
we  thought  right."  They  dissented  and  therefore 
we  came  to  no  agreement,  and  we  report  that  we 
are  unable  to  agree. 

Alderman  Peters — The  position  1  took  was  that 
the  city  charter  has  put  the  care  of  the  police  sta- 
tions in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If 
the  soup  is  to  be  distributed  by  the  police,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  directly  responsible  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  thing' is  done,  and  for 
the  conduct  of  the  police.  If  a  committee  of  five 
is  taken  from  the  Common  Council,  they  will  have 
power  to  outvote  the  committee  of  three  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  would  thereby  forfeit 


our  rights  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
If  the  soup  is  not  distributed  by  the  police,  I 
think  it  should  be  by  a  joint  committee,  but  if 
it  is  it  should  be  managed  by  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  entirely.  I  could 
not  see  how  we  could  take  a  different  stand  from 
what  we  did. 

Tne  report  was  accepted— 11  for,  0  against. 

The  Chairman— What'  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  the  order? 

Alderman  Cutter— After  conversation  with  some 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  I  think  that,  as 
the  vote  there  was  nearly  a  tie,  if  we  send  it  back 
to  them  they  will  pass  it  in  its  original  shape. 
Therefore  I  move  that  we  adhere  to  our  former 
vote. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  order  was  sent 
down. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
the  report  of  Committee  on»Streets  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  for  the  lay- 
ing out  and  extension  of  Swett  street,  at  an  ad- 
judged expense  of  s47r,,ooo,  the  question  being  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  look  upon  the  extension  of 
Swett  street  as  only  a  question  of  time ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  necessary  to  have  that  street  laid  out 
— there  is  no  doubt  ;  bout  it ;  but  as  every  judi- 
cious man  would  control  his  business  according  to 
its  extent,  and  would  carefully  protect  himself 
against  failure  or  increasing  his  debt  so  that  he 
would  be  troubled  to  pay  it,  it  does  look  to  me 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  business  in  this  city, 
and  as  the  city  within  the  past  three  years  has 
spent  some  eleven  million  nine  hundred  and  some 
odd  thousand  dollars  in  widening  and  laying  out 
streets,  I  think  it  would  be  judicious  to  delay  this  ' 
matter.  I  do  not  see  that  it  will  harm  anybody  to 
delay  it.  There  is  no  more  public  necessity  tor  it 
than  there  was  a  year  ago,  and  the  question  is 
whether  or  not  we  are  going  on  and  continuing  to 
run  the  city  into  debt,  and  whether  it  is  good  policy 
to  continue  during  the  next  three  years  as  we 
have  the  last  three,  and  spend  nearly  twelve  mil- 
lions in  increasing  the  debt  of  this  city.  It  does 
look  to  me  as  if  it  was  about  time  for  us  to  pause. 
The  rate  of  taxes  in  this  city  has  increased,  and 
the  valuation  has  been  increased;  and  now  that 
the  valuation  has  got  to  be  put  down  the  rates  are 
stiU  more  increased  because  personal  property 
is  falling  off,  and  gentlemen  who  were  citi- 
zens of  this  city  have  taken  up  their  iesiJ 
dence  outside  our  limits  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  themselves  from  the  extravagance 
of  this  Government,  and  they  dwell  in  some 
locality  where  this  (iovernmeut  cannot  reach 
them.  Then,  of  course,  it  falls  upon  us  who 
own  the  real  estate  of  the  city  to  meet  this  in- 
creased taxation.  The  income  from  real  estate  in 
the  city  has  fallen  off  a  great  deal  of  late,  busi- 
ness is  dull,  and  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  what 
they  have  been  paying.  It  is  certainly  adding  an 
expense  upon  real-estate  owners  that  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  the  citizens.  They  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  must  affect  a  revolution; 
that  the  City  Government  must  and  shall  stop 
spending  money  in  this  way.  I  see,  today,  that 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  recommend  an  in- 
crease of  two  more  salaried  officers  in  the  City 
Solicitor's  Department— that  is  just  so  |much 
more  expense.  We  have  increased  them  during 
the  last  two  years,  from  one  to  four,  and  now  they 
ask  to  be  increased  to  six.  If  you  keep  on  this 
way,  you  will  get  half  the  bar  employed  by  the 
City  of  Boston.  Whoever  you  employ  you  have 
got  to  pay.  I  think  we  had  better  pause  before 
we  increase  the  expenses  of  this  Government  by 
widening  and  extending  any  more  streets  at  pres- 
ent. I  for  one  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against 
this  order  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Peters— 1  shall  vote  against  llus  order 
at  the  present  time,  because  I  do  not  think  this 
work  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  this  year. 
The  position  in  which  the  city  stands  calls  for  re- 
trenchment. The  Committee  on  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets  having  used  up  the  greater  part 
of  their  appropriation,  have  at  last  gobbled  up  the 
Reserved  fund,  and  now  thev  want  to  run  the  city 
into  debt  nearly  .¥5011,110(1.  if  the  city  had  ,¥500,000, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  \vc  could  not  put  it 
to  better  use  than  to  lay  out  Swett  street.  Then  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  city  pays  more  than  it  ought 
to.  It  seems  to  hie  that  if  the  city  pays  tor  raising 
the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
way, then  the  tibuM.ors  should  grade,  the  street  up 
and  the  city  accept  it.    I  think  the  city  ought  to 
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be  protected  from  running  into  debt  during  the 
next  few  years. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  will  be  remembered 
by  the  Aldermen  tliat  this  matter  of  Swett  street 
has  been  befoie  the  City  Government  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  it  is  a  work  of  positive  necessity 
in  the  estimation  of  a  great  many.  We  are  now 
commencing  an  improvement  on  the  South  Bos- 
ton flats,  covering  several  hundred  acres— I  think 
800— to  bring  that  territory  into  market.  We  row 
desire  to  build  a  street  across  South  Bay  from  the 
Highlands  to  Dorchester  avenue,  that  we  may  aid 
in  utilizing  that  territory  for  commercial  uses.  A 
very  large  portion  of  that  filled  land  will  be  in 
wharves,  for  coal,  lumber  and  other  heavy  busi- 
ness, which  will  be  extended  from  South  Boston  to 
the  Highlands,  supplying  all  the  lumber,  coal 
and  merchandise  tl  at  has  been  formerly  carried 
up  the  canal,  and  which  will  gradually  land  on 
South  Boston  Point  or  m  the  rear  of  the  Blind 
Asylum,  and  in  time  extended  through 'to  Rox- 
bury.  And  it  is  necessary  for  the  city  to  provide 
for  them.  This  is  the  only  avenue  that  we  shall 
have  to  extend  from  that  territory  through  to  the 
Highlands.  There  can  he  no  better  time  for  doing 
it  than  now.  We  are  hearing  every  day  of  the 
poor,  and  we  are  providing  soup  for  them.  Is  it 
not  far  better  to  piovide  labor  for  them  and  let 
them  earn  their  board  than  to  have  to  sup- 
port them?  If  this  is  carried  through,  the 
city  and  the  railroad  will  give  employ- 
ment to  a  very  large  number  of  people.  It  is  time 
to  pass  this  order  because  it  has  been  considered 
through  the  year,  and  we  have  with  a  great  deal 
of  labor  bv  the  Street  Commissioners  and  com- 
mittee arrived  at  that  point  where  the  citizens 
come  before  us  and  say  they  will  give  the  land, 
they  will  submit  to  assessment  for  betterment, 
and  will  pay  §60,000  towards  the  expense  of  it. 
Let  us  build  that  avenue,  and  we  will  at  once 
bring  into  market  a  large  portion  of  territory- 
some  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  acres,  I  know 
not  exactly  how  much— at  an  advanced  price. 
You  will  see  by  looking  over  the  tax  book  that 
we  are  taxing  that  land  all  the  way  from 
five  to  fifteen  cents  per  foot  ;  when  this  avenue 
is  built  up  so  the  land  can  be  brought  into  mar- 
ket, it  will  be  taxed  all  the  way  from  seventy-five 
cents  to  $1.50  a  foot.  They  will  then  commence  to 
fill  up  that  territory  and  use  it  where  they  cannot 
do  so  now.  When  that  territory  is  filled  up  it 
will  at  once  commence  paying  large  taxes  to  the 
city,  aud  we  shall  get  back  in  the  way  of  taxes 
more  than  the  interest  on  the  money  expended. 
We  shall  have  an  open  street  between  two 
very  important  sections  of  the  city  where 
now  there  is  no  intersecting  line  except  to  go 
round  into  Boston  and  over  Dover-street  Bridge 
to  South  Boston.  We  have  no  right  to  put 
the  citizens  of  the  Highlands  to  that  trouble 
to  get  to  South  Boston.  They  come  before  the 
commissioners  and  Committee  on  Streets,  as  they 
have,  I  know  not  how  many  times  this  year,  and 
last  year,  and  during  the  last  seven  years,  asking 
that  this  may  be  done;  and  now  we  have  brought 
it  as  near  to  a  point  as  it  will  be  possible  to  be.  I 
feel  that,  if  we  do  not  pass  it  this  year,  and  com- 
plete all  the  arrangements  to  build  that  avenue, 
it  may  be  several  years  before  it  can  be 
accomplished.  The  actual  amount  that  we 
are  going  to  pay  will  not  be  a  very  large 
sum  of  money;  the  whole  amount  will 
be  $475,000  when  it  is  completed.  Of  that  we  shall 
receive  back  a  very  large  bettetment  from  the 
territory  on  both  ends  of  the  route.  We  shall  re- 
ceive jk60,000  in  cash  from  the  owners  of  land,  and 
they  give  the  low  land  for  the  street  to  the  city 
free  of  expense.  Therefore  I  think  this  is  a  mat- 
ter to  put  through  this  year.  The  citizens  will  not 
complain,  on  the  contrary  they  will  be  gratified  to 
have  us  appropriate  this  money,  when  they  will 
have  an  avenue  that  will  aid  in  developing  that 
very  large  property  at  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  is  all  very  well  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  talk  about  increasing  the  value  of  indi- 
viduals' property  by  using  the  city's  money,  for 
that  is  his  argument,  if  he  has  offered  any — it  is 
to  increase  the  value  of  their  property.  Well, 
now  the  Water  Power  Comnany  have  been  mak- 
ing and  extending  streets,  "and  for  the  last  year 
they  have  not  been  able  to  sell  a  dollar's  worth  of 
land.  Now  they  extended  those  streets  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  land,  but  they  cannot  sell  it. 
And  why?  Because  there  is  no  demand  for  it. 
And  it  is  almost  useless  for  us  to  extend  this 
street,  for  if  we  do  we  cannot  realize  anything  in 
the  taxation  of  that  property  for  the  next 
five  or  ten  years,  and  therefore  there  is  no  neces- 


sity tor  doing  it  for  the  next  in  e  or  ten  \  ears.  It 
is  not  expected  that  the  city  should  hear  four- 
fifths  of  the  expense  when  the  private  individuals 
will  have  nine-tenths  of  the  benefit  of  it,  and  that 
seems  to  be  the  bargain  the  Committee  on  Streets 
have  put  before  us.  That  argument  can  be  used 
in  regard  to  any  street  in  the  city.  There  is  Co- 
lumbus avenue",  which  stops  nowhere  except 
against  a  man's  yard  fence;  that  could  be  ex- 
tended as  much  as  Swett  street.  Why  not? 
There  is  an  avenue  where  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  travel,  and  if  it  were  extended 
into  the  countt  y  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is, 
perhaps  it  would  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands,  so  that  hereafter  he  would  not  advo- 
cate the  spending  of  millions  of  money  for  a  pub- 
lic park.  I  say  we  cannot,  in  the  condition  we  are 
now  in,  afford 'to  go  on  and  do  this  work,  although 
1  will  admit  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time 
when  it  must  be  done.  But  there  is  no  public 
necessity  for  it— not  half  so  much  as  there  was 
two  years  ago,  when  the  pressure  upon  our  streets 
by  business  was  greater  than  it  is  now.  If  people 
travelled  over  Dover-street  Bridge  to  South  Bos- 
ton two  years,  they  can  do  it  as  well  today,  and 
for  the  next  year  to  come,  and  it  will  be  no 
greater  hardship.  But  there  is  another  hardship. 
It  is  brought  in  here  just  at  the  last  moments  of 
the  year,  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  put  before  this 
Board  for  final  action  at  an  inegular  meeting,  and 
they  propose  to  pass  it,  giving  us  only  from  last 
Monday  night  to  lonight  to  study  iuto  the  merits 
of  this  question.  Certainly  this  Committee  on 
Streets  cannot  toast  of  the  merit  of  being  con- 
versant with  subjects  put  Indole  this  Board,  when 
you  all  know  the  action  they  were  obliged  to  take 
m  ord^r  to  take  $200,000  from  the  treasury  for  the 
Water  Power  Compai  y,  stating  that  they  were 
conversant  with  the  subject  and  had  been  for  a 
year;  and  although  they  opposed  recommitting 
their  report  to  the  committee,  because  it  was  use- 
less—the  discussion  showed  that  they  did  lack  in- 
telligence on  the  subject— thev  themselves  voted 
to  recommit,  and  not  a  member  of  this  Board 
voted  against  it.  I  sav  th;.t  after  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  come  in  in  this  loose  way,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  look  after  them,  and  not  pass  an 
order  that  involves  half  a  million  with  only 
three  or  four  days  for  its  consideration.  This 
Board  should  have  more  time  than  that,  and 
it  is  not  good  taste  in  the  committee  to  press 
this  order  at  this  particular  time.  They  have 
not  confidence  in  the  order;  if  they  had  they 
would  not  press  it.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  says  that  if  it  is  not  passed  now  itprob- 
ably  will  not  be  passed  for  several  years.  Did  he 
tell  us  why  not?  He  did  not,  and  therefore  the 
only  salvation  of  the  order  is  to  rush  it  through 
now.    It  will  not  bear  time. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  beg  leave  to  correct 
the  gentleman.  I  said  "it  may  not"  be  passed  for 
several  years.    I  did  not  use  the  word  "would." 

Alderman  Cutter — The  gentleman  may  correct 
his  words— 

Alderman  Worthington— I  beg  leave  to  correct 
his  own  words,  not  mine. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  will  correct  my  own  words ; 
I  do  not  ask  him  to  do  it.  If  I  make  a  mistake  I 
am  ready  to  be  corrected,  and  I  am  not  in  a  hurry 
to  pass  an  order  for  fear  a  mistake  in  it  may  be 
seen.  I  move  that  the  fiuti.er  consideration  of 
this  order  be  postponed  till  next  Monday  after- 
noon at  half-past  four  o'clock. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  Committee  on 
Streets  have  not  attempted  to  force  this  through, 
and  have  no  ODJections  to  its  lying  over.  But  they 
ask  that  it  may  be  passed  by  this  City  Govern- 
ment, because  the  commissioners  and  committee 
have  been  at  work  upon  it  and  matured  it  as  thor- 
oughly as  they  can.  They  ask  that  it  may  be 
passed  by  this  Government,  and  not  tonight.  No 
one  has  asked  that  it  be  passed  tonight.  It  is 
very  well  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  to  ob- 
ject and  talk  about  the  Committee  on  Streets  rush- 
ing things  through,  when  there  is  no  committee 
which  rushes  things  through  this  Board  as  much 
as  does  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Their  business 
is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  be  quickly  arranged 
in  committee,  and  then  they  come  here  ami  ask 
for  the  second  reading  of  orders  oftener  than  any 


other  committee.    But  such  ; 


sub: 


this  re- 


quires a  great  deal  of  study  and  time  and  labor, 
and  the  committee  have  been  unable  to  get  it 
through  before  this.  Now  we  ask  that  it  may  be 
passed  by  this  Government,  and  it  is  unbe- 
coming the  senior  member  to  censure  eve- 
ry member  and  committee  because  they  do 
not  meet  his  views.    He  has  undertaken  to  cen- 
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sure  every  man  in  this  Board  because  they  do  not 
meet  his  views.  We  are  not  responsible  to  him, 
and  he  has  no  right  to  censure  us  because  we  do 
not  meet  his  views.  The  Committee  on  Streets 
brought  this  matter  here  after  maturing  it,  and 
they  ask  tnat  it  may  be  passed  by  this  Board,  not 
tonight,  but  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  not 
have  it  go  over  to  another  year.  When  I  was  up 
before  I  said  it  may  not  pass  for  several  years.  It 
may  be  the  next  committee  and  commissioners 
may  not  give  the  attention  to  it  that  we  have,  and 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  G  knew  one-half  the 
work  we  have  done  he  would  not  make  the  re- 
marks against  it  that  he  does.  He  has  offered 
the  argument  that  land  does  not  sell  on  the  Back 
Bay.  There  is  a  great  ileal  of  difference  between 
South  Boston  and  Back  Bay.  South  Boston 
land  is  coming  up  every  day  fur  commercial  pur- 
poses. The  New  York  &  New  England  Railway, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  the  city  and  the 
State  are  .-pending  money  there  today,  improv- 
ing thai  land,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  assist  in  that  work,  and  when  it  is  done 
this  avenue  should  be  ready  to  meet  the  demands 
of  business.  I  did  not  say  that  the  land  would 
sell,  and  I  do  not  know  of  "one  single  individual 
who  wants  to  sell  his  land.  But  the  property 
owners  want  the  street  put  through  and 
to  prepare  the  land  for  building  purposes.  Then 
the  pric  ?s  on  this  territory  will  advance.  On  Back 
Bay  it  is  entirely  diffeient;  that  land  is  not  in- 
tended for  commercial  purposes,  but  for  ('welling 
houses.  This  is  not  for  speculation.  South  Bos- 
ton needs  it,  the  Highlands  need  it,  Dorchester 
needs  it  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  need  it,  and 
the  assertion  that  this  is  done  for  speculators  is 
totally  untrue.  It  is  not  done  for  speculation, 
and  not  for  the  inhabitants  of  any  one  part  of  the 
city,  but  for  the  citizens  of  Boston,  because  they 
need  that  street  to  be  laid  out.  This 
subject  has  been  before  the  Street  Commissioners 
more  or  less  since  they  were  first  organ- 
ized,, and  they  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  great  importance,  and  given  it  a  great  deal 
of  attention.  They  have  had  careful  surreys 
made,  calculations  of  the  cost,  and  what  the 
abutters  should  pay.  and  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberation is  before  us.  It  is  their  earnest  recom- 
mendation that  it  should  be  done  at  this  time. 
No  order  could  come  before  this  Government  with 
a  stronger  recommendation  than  this  has  by  the 
commissioners,  and  I  believe  by  a  majority  of 
this  City  Government.  As  I  said,  I  do  not  object 
to  the  assignment  for  next  Monday.  I  want 
Aldermen  to  have  all  the  tune  that  they  require. 
I  only  ask  that  this  Government  will  pass  it,  that 
we  may  not  again  have  to  go  over  the  whole  work, 
as  we  have  this  year. 

Alderman  Peters— As  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  regard  to  the  Street  Commissioners,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  their  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion. From  what  I  can  learn,  it  is  not.  It  is 
brought  before  this  City  Government  in  order  to 
get  the  feeling  of  the  Government  upon  the  ques- 
tion. Another  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against 
it  is,  that  if  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  is 
brought  up  at  this  late  moment  in  the  session,  we 


here,  and  they  would  not  have  sent  others  if  they 
had  had  a  chance.  Now  this  whole  Committee  on 
Streets  were  reelected  and  they  will  probably 
constitute  the  same  committee  next  year,  and 
they  can  then  bring  it  before  twelve  Aldermen 
who  are  fresh  from  the  people. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  says  ne 
does  not  represent  the  people  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Peters— I  did  not  say  so. 

Alderman  Worthington— And  he  imagines  that 
because  he  has  been  left  out,  we  do  not  represent 
the  citizens  of  Boston.  He  has  been  left  off ,  and 
therefore  we  do  not  represent  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton. I  desire  to  state  that  this  order  is  offered 
with  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark-  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve the  Committee  on  Streets  do  represent  the 
sentiment  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  have  been 
upon  the  Committee  on  Streets,  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  6  has  been  croaking  about,  since 
I  have  been  in  this  Board,  and  since  the  expendi- 
ture of  that  twelve  millions  began.  1  do  not  believe 
asingle  voter  of  Boston  would  put  the  city  where  it 
was  when  1  bad  the  honor  at  first  to  take  a  seat  at 
this  Board.  Would  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6 
put  it  back?  He  would  put  back  Washington 
street, which  cost  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars, 


and  the  city  is  richer  today  by  that  improvement. 
Now  the  Alderman  from  West  Roxbury  says  it  is 
not  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. I  beg  to  differ  from  him.  It  certainly  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioners, one  of 
whom  has  just  been  reelected,  and  his  views  on 
this  subject  have  been  well  known  for  the  last 
twelve  months.  Notwithstanding  that,  he  has 
been  reelected  by  a  handsome  majority.  The 
people  are  in  favor  of  this  improvement,  ask 
for  it,  and  expect  it.  It  is  not  a  stock-jobbing 
speculation.  It  is  to  accommodate  the  60,000 
people  of  South  Boston,  which,  in  five  years,  will 
probably  have  a  population  of  75,000.  It  is  to 
benefit  the  people  of  Wards  16,  14,  15,  and  West 
Roxbury,  and  Wards  11  and  10— in  fact  all  the 
wards  except  perhaps  2,  3,  4,  and  6.  Now  it  is  a 
mistake  that  this  is  not,  a  public  necessity  and  im- 
provement. The  Alderman  from  Ward  (\  says  that 
no  man  ha*  been  selling  land  for  a  year.  If  he 
will  have  the  goodness  to  take  the  Traveller  he 
will  find  that  very  large  transactions  in  real 
estate  take  place  every  we  k.  It  is  a  mistake  that 
the  business  of  Boston  is  in  such  a  deplorable  con- 
dition as  the  alderman  from  AVanl  6  would  hare 
us  believe.  The  business  of  Boston  is  fifty 
per  cent,  better  today  than  it  is  in  New 
York,  and  I  doubt  whether  there  ever 
was  a  time  when  payments  were  made 
so  promptly  as  in  the  city  of  Boston 
now,  for  I  sell  gcods  in  nearly  every  State 
in  the  Union.  I  am  tired  and  sick  of  hearing  this 
croaking  about  haul  times  and  Boston  going  to 
the  dogs.  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing there  is  so  much  land  on  the  Back  Bay  for 
sale,  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  city  of  Boston 
gets  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year  of  this  Water 
Power  Company  alone  and  sl50,n0n  from  the  lands  . 
there,  to  say  nothing  of  the  buildings  erected  upon 
those  lands.  This  is  no  new  subject.  Everybody 
knows  it  has  been  before  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  last  six  months  anil  they  have  given  it  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  It  is  no  small  business  to  make 
so  good  and  clear  a  trade  as  they  have  made.  It 
is  not  a  matter  of  merely  advertising  for  bids  for 
paving  a  street  and  openingthe  bills.  There  have 
been  a  good  many  hitches  in  this  thing.  The  last 
hitch  was  the  Roxbury  Gas  Company.  They  said 
they  Wanted  that  large  tract  of  hind' there  for  gas 
works,  and  the  moment  it  is  filled  its  valuation  is 
trebled  for  taxes.  But  rather  than  stand  in  the 
way  they  came  up  like  men  and  signed  the  docu- 
ment and  agreed  to  contribute  ssiin  towards  mak- 
ing the  street.  Now  what  is  true  of  the  Roxbury  Gas 
Company  is  true  of  every  owner  on  that  line.  We 
have  taken  land  of  the  South  Cove  Corporation  at 
fifteen  cents  a  foot,  and  they  pa\  81500,  and  we 
shall  raise  the  value  of  their  land  five  per  cent, 
immediately.  There  is  where  the  city  is  going  to 
get  the  return.  This  $475,000  is  all  the  improve- 
ment is  to  cost,  and  it  is  nor  actually  going  to  cost 
that.  The  Street  Commissioners  have  put  the 
most  unfavorable  computation  upon  it  that  they 
can,  and  we  shall  get  back  8100,000,  so  that  the 
whole  expenditure  is  8.'S75,ooo,  and  not  8475,000.  I 
beg  the  Board  to  notice  that  the  estimate  for  rais- 
ing the  railroad,  paving  the  street,  macad- 
amizing and  all,  is  included  in  that  8475,000,  and 
we  get  back  8100,000— to  say  nothing  of  the 
betterments  to  be  assessed  on  land  whose  owners 
do  not  come  into  this  arrangement.    There  is   no 

?uestion  about  this  being  a  great  ptiolic  necessity. 
t  has  been  so  recognized  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners and  Boards  of  Aldermen  for  the  last  fire 
years.  It  is  what  the  South  End  of  the  city  de- 
mand; there  is  no  question  about  that.  They  do 
not  want  to  be  obliged  to  go  down  to  Dover 
street  or  round  to  Washington  Village  to  go  to 
South  Boston.  It  is  the  commencement  of  a 
great  system  of  streets  from  Cambridge  that 
will  soon  be  carried  out.  Swett  street  is 
practically  an  extension  of  West  Chester- 
park  street,  from  Beacon  street  across  to 
Cambridge.  It  is  going  to  be  an  enormous  thor- 
oughfare. The  people  of  South  Boston  and  Rox- 
bury demand  this  street,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  give  it  to  them.  Now  this 
thing  is  not  pressed  through  here  today.  The 
Alderman  from  Ward  6  knows  very  well  why  we 
want  to  pass  it  tonight.  There  is  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council :  the  members  of  the  Council 
want  it  there  and  want  it  acted  upon.  There  is 
only  one  more  meeting  of  the  Council  after  to- 
night, and  only  two  more  of  this  Board.  Mem- 
bers of  this  Board  knew  this  thing  was  com- 
ing. They  admit  that  it  is  necessary.  The 
Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and  17  who  op- 
pose   it,    admit  the   necessity  of   this    improve 
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mem,  and  the  only  question  is  the  proper 
time  for  carrying  it  out.  There  never  was 
a  time  when  it  could  be  done  as  cheaply  as  it  can 
be  done  today,  and  if  there  ever  was  a  time  when 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  city  to  provide  all  the  labor 
that  it  consistently  could  to  assist  the  working 
classes,  now  is  that  time.  It  is  a  good  deal  better 
to  give  them  work  in  building  Swett  street  than 
to  take  care  of  them  in  the  station  houses.  When 
a  man  applies  for  food  at  the  station  house,  send 
him  to  Swett  street.  If  the  idle  are  sent  out  to 
work  we  shall  soon  get  rid  of  them.  I  con- 
tend that  the  rate  of  increased  taxation 
upon  the  property  in  that  district,  if  Swett  street 
is  laid  out,  will  in  three  years  pay  ten  per  cent, 
upon  the  entire  outlay.  I  have  no  question  about 
that  at  all.  It  is  the  commencement  of  the  im- 
provement of  that  entire  territory,  every  foot  of 
which  is  a  nuisance  today,  and  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  city.  Anothe'r  r«a-on  why  this  street 
should  be  laid  out  is,  that — and  I  submitjit  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  if  it  is  not  true— it  is 
necessary  to  have  this  street  constructed  in  order 
to  get  decent  sewerage  for  the  South  End,  and  to 
convey  away  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury  Canal 
into  Dorchester  Bay.  It  may  be  that  the  South  End 
needs  jo  protection  from  the  city.  The  members 
of  this  Board  are  just  as  well  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  matter  tonight  as  they  will  be  next  Mon- 
day. If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6  proposes  to 
postpone  this  matter  till  next  Monday  and  then 
until  the  next  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of  killing- 
it,  I  think  he  ought  to  say  so.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners are  unanimously  in  "favor  of  it.  They  all 
signed  the  report.  General  Burrell  was  m  favor 
of  it  before  and  since  election.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  community  how  he  stood  upon  this  matter. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  were  in  favor  of  it  before 
and  since  election,  with  one  exception.  They  never 
have  and  do  not  now  propose  to  dodge  a  vote  be- 
fore or  after  election.  Ihey  believe  public  neces- 
sity and  the  interest  of  the  city  treasury  demand 
that  the  extension  of  Swett  street  shall  be  carried 
out  at  the  present  time.  Furthermore,  let  me  say 
that  there  never  has  been  a  project  entertained  be- 
fore this  Board  where  the  abutters  have  come  up 
so  handsomely  and  so  liberally  and  done  every- 
thing that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  asked 
them  to  do,  as  have  the  abutters  upon  this  pro- 
posed extension.  Gentlemen  can  see  by  looking 
over  this  document  that  the  land  taken  is  val- 
ued at  five  cents  a  foot  in  a  great  many 
instances.  Now,  as  soon  as  this  street  is  laid  out, 
do  you  suppose  that  any  man  is  going  to  be  taxed 
at  five,  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  foot  for  land  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  where  we  stand?  I  think  not, 
if  the  Assessors  do  their  duty.  It  is  not  a  great 
while  ago  that  a  gentleman  well  known  in  this 
eity  bought  a  large  territory  of  just  such  land  as 
this  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  for  twelve  cents 
a  foot.  He  has  improved  it,  the  city  helping  him 
by  putting  streets  through,  and  he  is  selling  that 
land  today  at  $1.50  per  foot,  notwithstanding  the 
hard  times  the  Alderman  is  croaking  about,  and 
the  depreciation  of  store  rents.  He  is  selling 
those  lands  rapidly,  and  the  city  taxes  them  for 
$  1.50  a  foot  instead  of  ten  or  twelve  cents,  as  they 
were  taxed  on  that  same  territory  within  five  years. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Highland  District  has 
Spoken  of  t'^e  project  for  the  improvement  of  the 
South  Boston  flats  and  the  connection  of  all  the 
railroads  lying  at  the  north  part  of  the  citv  taking 
them  around  to  the  flats  owned  by  the  State.  The 
project  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  carried  out.  Im- 
provements are  in  progress  here  by  individuals 
and  corporations  which  many  members  of  the 
Board  do|not  understand,  and  when  these  improve- 
ments are  carried  out  every  foot  of  this  territory 
is  to  be  wanted  for  business  purposes,  and  Swett 
street,  you  will  find,  will  become  an  immense 
thoroughfare  for  the  accommodation  of  public 
travel.  It  will  enable  the  citizens  of  South  Bos- 
ton and  other  sections  to  go  across  to  the  Milldam 
without  coming  down  to  Federal  street,  will 
shorten  the  distance  more  than  one-half,  and  also 
accommodate  those  who  reside  at  the  South 
End  in  the  same  way  in  getting  into  that  portion 
of  the  city.  Remember,  gentlemen  of  the  Board, 
that  the  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement  to 
the  city  is  $375,000,  and  not  §475,000;  and  it  you 
wish  to  commence  the  improvement  of  a  thou- 
sand acres  or  more  of  land  that  you  are  to  imme- 
diately begin  to  derive  a  benefit  from,  you  can- 
not do  better  than  to  vote  for  the  extension  of 
Swett  street.  You  are  all  ready  for  it,  and  there 
is  no  use  in  delay.  Let  us  come  to  a  vote  upon  it 
tonight.    I  am  willing  to  take  the  responsibility 


Alderman  Peters— Although  I  do  not  speak  at 
such  a  high  rate  and  in  such  threatening  tones  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  and  the  geutleman 
from  Ward  15,  and  though  I  do  not  assume  so 
fierce  a  lo6k,  still,  when  I  make  an  assertion,  I 
mean  it,  and  it  i-  exactly  as  true  as  if  it  were  said 
in  the  loudest  tones  that  would  ring  throughithese 
halls  for  the  next  week.  I  sav  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  is  not  unanimously  in  favor  of 
this  improvement  at  the  present  time.    I  have  it 


could  have  bett  ;r  authority  for  my  statement. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  15  undertakes  to  answer 
what  I  said,  by  what  1  think  is  a  low  assertion, 
and  then  said  that  he  was  unable  to  comprehend 
what  I  meant.  I  do  not  think  a  gentleman  should 
undertake  to  answer  another  until  his  own  brains 
are  sufficiently  illuminated  to  enable  him  to  com- 
prehend the  meaning  of  that  gentleman's  le- 
maiks.  What  I  said  was  that  he  did  represent  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  that  the  six  Aldermen  here, 
who  are  returned  to  their  seats  do  represent  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  Aldermen  who  will  be 
here  a  week  from  next  Monday  will  also  rep- 
resent the  city.  The  third  gentleman  of  the 
Board  of  Street  C'ommissioneis  has  been  secured, 
making  the  commission  the  same  as  before,  and 
the  Street  Committee  has  also  been  reelected,  and 
will  exist  then  as  it  does  now. 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  wish  to  have  this 
matter  go  to  the  next  City  Government,  because 
the  present  Government  has  been  discussing  it 
for  the  last  six  months,  and  is  best  able  to  consid- 
er it.  We  have  had  a  great  many  meetings,  and 
have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it.  There  is 
one  other  item  that  I  might  have  mentioned  when 
I  was  speaking,  and  that  is  this:  That  the  com- 
missioners, after  having  made  all  the  estimates, 
and  putting  in  everything  possible,  have  estimat- 
ed for  paving,  macadamizing,  setting  edgestones 
and  fencing,  the  sum  of  $87,600.  Now  that 
§87,600  will  not  probably  be  wanted  until 
the  year  1875,  and  perhaps  not  until  1876,  be- 
cause a  street  can  be  laid  out  and  put  in  condition 
for  public  travel,  as  the  streets  of  Boston  fre- 
quently are,  a  very  long  time  before  it  becomes 
necessary  to  pave  it.  That  was  done  in  the  case 
of  Albany  street.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  all 
paved  now.  I  presume  it  is ;  but  certainly  for  five 
years,  at  least,  that  street  was  laid  out  for  a  public 
thoroughfare  before  it  was  paved.  So  there  are 
$87,000  thatmavbe  deducted  from  s::75, 000,  leav- 
ing about  $300,000  that  would  probably  be  requir. 
ed  during  the  year  1875.  It  is  not  such  a  tremen- 
dous bugbear,  gentlemen,  after  all. 

Alderman  Peters— I  merely  wish  to  add  that  the 
Committee  on  Streets  are  not  unanimously  in 
favor  of  this  improvement,  and  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Board  to  the  dewdrops  of  wis- 
dom appended  to  this  report  upon  the  seventh  and 
eighth  pages. 

Alderman  Brooks— There  has  been  considerable 
said  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  much  time  has 
been  spent  upon  it.  Now  I  certainly  think  that 
this  improvement  is  necessary,  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  necessary  to  pass  so  im- 
portant a  measure  at  the  present  time.  If  I 
rightly  understand  the  Street  Commissioners, 
they  do  not  consider  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  now.  They  think  it  might  as 
will  be  delayed  for  a  short  time  at  least.  While 
the  location  of  this  street  would  be  a  great  accom- 
modation to  a  large  class  of  citizens  at  South  Bos- 
ton and  at  Boston  Highlands,  it  is  a  question 
whether  this  Government  should  go  into  this  large 
expenditure  of  money  at  the  present  time.  There 
is  a  large  amount  of  territory  that  might  be  im- 
proved, but  there  is  a  large  number  of  unoccupied 
houses  in  the  city,  in  my  section  at  least,  and  it  is 
only  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  absolutely 
a  necessity  at  the  present  time  that  this  property 
should  be  developed,  whether  I  am  really  doing 
my  duty  to  vote  away,  with  the  present  rate  of 
taxation,  so  large  a  sum  of  money.  I  look  upon  - 
this  as  a  very  serious  question  of  duty  toward  that 
section  of  the  city.  There  are  very  'strong  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  it,  and  there  are  others  strongly 
against  it.  The  argument  in  favor  of  it  here 
introduced,  that  of  a  very  large  amount  of 
labor  performed  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
during  the  present  year  is,  in  my  mind,  no  argu- 
ment at  all.  They  are  sent  here 'to  do  that  busi- 
ness, and  wdien  it  is  done  they  have  only  done 
their  duty.  But  if  they  have  done  it  thoroughly 
it  will  take  them  but  a  little  time,  as  they  have  all 
been  reelected,  to  place  it  early  before"  the  Gov- 
ernment of  next  year,  for  they  will  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with   the    subject.     I   certainly  hope 
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that  this  may  he  laid  over  until  next  Monday,  be- 
cause I  seriously  regard  it  to  lie  my  duty  to  con- 
sider whether  1  "should  cast  my  vote  lor  or  against 
it.  I  want  1o  do  what  1  think  is  for  the  interest  of 
all  sections  of  the  city.  1  certainly  haVe  no  axe 
to  grind  in  this  matter,  but  while  there  seems  to 
be  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  in  the  minds  of  members  of 
this  Board  and  of  the  Street  Commission,  I  think 
it  is  due  to  this  Board  that  this  matter  should  go 
over  for  a  week,  or  until  next  Monday,  that  we 
may  know  whether  we  or  they  are  in  the  wrong 
upon  this  subject.  I  certainly  desire  to  do  what  I 
consider  for  the  interests  of  all  sections  ot  the 
city,  irrespective  ot  individual  interests,  because 
I  do  not  believe  that  1  am  called  upon  to  give  my 
vote  here  for  this  measure  because  it  is  to  benefit 
this  or  that  man,  unless  it  is  a  general  improve- 
ment that  is  to  apply  to  the  entire  city  of  Boston 
rather  than  to  any  particular  section. 

Alderman  Clark— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  who  the  expenditure  of  half  a 
million  dollars  at  East  Boston  is  to  benefit— East 
Boston  or  the  people  at  l?rge?  I  think  it  comes 
with  verv  ill  grace  from  the  gentleman  from 
Waidl,  who  has  urged  the  expenditure  of  fifty, 
sixty  or  a  hum  I  red  thousand  dollars  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  citizens  of  East  Boston  alone,  and  not 
for  the  public  generally.  There  is  one  other  point 
of  which  I  might  speak,  and  that  is  with  regard 
to  the  facilities  that  will  be  afforded  to  the  Fire 
Department  bv  this  improvement. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, if  he  will  allow  me,  on  what  occasion  I 
have  ever  advocated  the  expenditure  of  S100,000, 
when  it  was  to  benefit  East  Boston  only. 

Alderman  Clark — I  think  I  could  explain  to  the 
Board,  but  1  will  not  go  into  details  at  the  present 
time.  Now,  Mr.  Chaiiinau.  if  Swett  street  is  laid 
out  it  will  alt'ord  greater  facilities  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. Suppo.-e  a  fire  breaks  out  at  Washington 
Village,  how  is  the  Fire  Department  to  get  there? 
You  might  bum  half  the  village  or  half  of  South 
Boston  before  you  could  get  a  quarter  part  of  the 
department  there.  They  would  be  obliged  to 
come  from  the  South  End  and  go  over  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  and  there  the  draw  would  probably 
be  up  or  the  Old  Colony  cars  would  stand  across 
the  track.  The  opening  of  this  street  would 
be  a  very  great  relief  in  that  direction. 
In  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  we  have  the  documents  be- 
fore us.  "Resolved"  —  Gentlemen,  I  wish 
Alderman  Peters  would  give  me  his  attention— 
"Kesolved,"'  Mr.  Chairman,  "that  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  require 
that  Swett  street  should  be  widened  and  ex- 
tended from  Albany  street  to  the  junction 
of  Broadway  and  Dorchester  avenue  in  South 
Boston,  and  tint  the  grade  thereof  should 
be  established,  and  for  the  purpose  it  is  neces- 
sary to  take  and  lay  out  as  a  public  street 
or  way  of  the  city  such  and  such  pai  eels  of  land 
belonging  to  so  and  so."  That  is  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  that  res- 
olution is  signed  bv  .Joseph  Smith,  Isaac  S.  Bur- 
rell  and  Newton  Talbot,  Street  Commissioners.  I 
do  not  wish  to  have  anything  stronger  than  that. 
You  have  it  under  their  ov,  n  signature  ami  seal. 
They  have  resolved,  after  having  given  this  sub- 
ject two  years  of  deliberation,  that  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  require  that  Swett 
street  should  be  laid  out  thus,  and  so  have  signed 
it  with  their  own  hands.  Now  it  is  not  necessary 
for  the  Alderman  from  West  Itoxbury— 1  wish  I 
could  remember  Ihe  ward  ;  Ward  17. 1  believe — it 
is  not  necessary  for  the  Alderman  from  Ward  17 
to  raise  any  question  as  to  the  opinions  entertain- 
ed by  the  Street  Commissioners  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

Alderman  Peters— I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  lie  should  address 
his  remarks  to  the  Chair.  With  regard  to  the 
paper  here  signed  I  can  only  say  what  1  have  said, 
that  what  I  eid  say  was  upon  the  lie  -t  of  authority; 
from  one  of  the  Commissioners  himself. 

Alderman  Power — I  did  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject,  and  it  is  with  a  great  deal 
of  diffidence  that  1  speak  upon  it, as  it  is  a  matter 
that  seems  to  relate  particularly  to  South  Boston. 
To  begin  with,  I  will  say  that  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  within  ten  minutes 
that  they  were  unanimous  on  this  subject.  I  pre- 
sume they  know  what  they  arc  talking  about.  If 
they  do  not  then  tlu;  gentleman  may  be  right;  but  I 
have  never  seen  them  in  a  condition  when  I  did  no 
suppose  they  knew  what  they  were  saving  and  do- 
ing.   I  say  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  diffidence  that 


I  say  anything  on  this  subject,  for  it  appears  to 
relate  more  to  South  Boston  than  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  city.  I  should  dislike  very  much  to 
be  suspected  of  advocating  anything  that  would 
appear  to  be  specially  in  the  interest  of  that  sec- 
tion any  more  than  I  world  advocate  a  measure 
for  any  other  section,  for  1  think  my  votes  in  this 
Board  have  shown  that  I  have  been' willing  to  vote 
for  public  improvements  to  as  great  an  extent 
as  in  any  other  direction,  when  I  hon- 
estly believed  they  were  needed  and  de- 
manded. I  cannot  therefore  help  saying 
a  few  words  upon  this  subject.  There  are  in  the 
neighborhood  of  00,000  people  in  South  Boston 
and  they  have  virtually  no  avenue- for  getting 
across  to  Boston,  for  I  do  not  consider  Dover 
street  a  safe  avenue  by  any  means.  It  is  danger- 
ous in  the  extreme,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
should  be  either  closed  or  bridged  immediately. 
As  it  stands  today  we  have  no  way  to  get  to  the 
South  End  of  the  city.  Any  one  wno  lives 
in  South  Bosion,  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live, 
is  obligt  d  to  go  two  miles  and  a  half  to  get  to  a 
point  that  is  really  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  I 
think  one  of  the  greatest  needs  is  in  the  matter  of 
the  Fire  Department.  Only  a  week  or  two  ago, 
during  the  lire  at  the  South  End,  I  had  to  go  about 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington  Village 
and  wake  the  residents  to  come  out 
and  protect  their  property  from  fire.  A 
large  volume  of  sparks  came  from  the 
fire,  and  the  wind  blew  in  the  direction 
of  the  village.  There  weie  no  engines  there,  for 
they  had  gone  to  another  fire,  and  I  knew  it  would 
take  some  time  for  them  to  return,  and  the  only 
way  was  for  the  residents  to  go  out  and  protect 
their  buildings  as  best  they  could.  If  they  had 
not  done  that,  I  think  there  is  little  doubt  but 
that  Washington  Village  would  have  been  burned. 
But  the  most  important  matter  to  ,  be 
considered  in  the  wt  ole  question  is  this; 
there  is  about  2,000,000  feet  of  land  between 
Washington  Village  and  where  Swett  street  en- 
ters. I  do  not  "suppose  there  is  any  one  who 
doubts  that  that  land  may  he  increased  in  value 
at  least  half  ajdollar  per  foot.  The  taxes  on  that, 
1  believe,  at  Sfl5  on  the  thousand,  would  be  some 
sir>,000,  and  it  would  make  an  increase  of  valua- 
tion of  .$1,000,000.  I  do  not  think  anyone  will 
question  the  truth  of  that  statement.  And  whenl 
say  2,000,000  feet,  I  mean  that  there  is  that 
amount  of  land  on  the  direct  line  that  the  street 
will  take.  At  the  present  time  thegreater  portion 
of  it  is  now  without  value.  On  the  Roxbury  side 
there  is  undoubtedly  1,000,000  feet  more  that  will 
be  increased  in  value  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  foot.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  question  but  that  the  taxes  upon  the  in- 
creased valuation  will  much  more  than  pay 
the  interest  on  the  sum  that  this  im- 
provement is  to  cost.  There  is  the  main 
point  that  should  be  looked  to.  If  that  can 
be  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  f 
do  not  see  why  he  should  hesitate  to  vote  for  it. 
The  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  knows  very 
well  that  he  hr.s  looked  at  this  matter  and  the  lo- 
cation a  great  many  times,  and  I  am  very  much 
surprised  to  see  him  opposed  to  it,  because  he  has 
never,  in  any  consultation  I  have  had  yvith  him, 
had,  to  my  knowledge,  but  one  opinion,  and  that 
was  that'it  would  be  a  great  improvement  and 
that  it  was  a  necessity  and  ought  to  lie  done.  But 
I  appreciate  the  reasons  and  the  ground  that  he 
takes  for  opposing  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  they  can- 
not be  ignored.  But  if  the  increase  in  the  valua- 
tion of  the  property  will  furnish  addi- 
tional revenue  from  taxation  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money 
we  are  called  upon  to  expend,  that  is  the  fact 
that  should  decide  this  matter.  It  cannot 
help  being  a  positive  increase  the  moment  this 
thing  is  done.  Today  there  are  G0,000  people  on 
one  side  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  on  the 
other.  There  is  no  question  but  if  this  street 
were  put  through  there  would  be  much 
more  travel  over  it  than  there  is  over  Dover  street 
today.  This  is  the  first  improvement  calling 
for  a  large  expenditure  of  money  that  I  have  been 
called  upon  |to  vote  or  speak  upon  here 
that  seemed  more  directly  to  interest  South 
Boston  than  any  other  point.  I  do  not  think  it 
does.  I  think  it  interests  the  city  proper.  I 
think  it  is  of  as  much  value  to  the  city  proper  as 
it  is  to  South  Boston.  The  Alderman  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  and  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston 
have  both  given  reasons  why  they  cannot  vote 
for  it.  Ttose  reasons  cannot  be  changed  or 
wiped    out    between     now   and    next    Monday. 
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Therefore  it  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  it  is 
not  for  any  other  motive  than  to  indefi- 
nitelv  postpone  this  matter  or  to  defeat  it 
that  they  offer  them.  That  can  be  the  only  object, 
because'they  have  both  given  reasons,  good  rea- 
sons to  themselves  perhaps;  they  doubtless  be- 
lieve them  such ,  or  they  would  "not  offer  them. 
But  there  is  no  possibility  of  those  reasons  or  the 
circumstances  of  which  they  speak  being  changed, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  see  that  anything  is  to  be 
gained  by  delay.  This  is  no  new  subject.  It  has 
been  before  the  Government  eight  years.  It 
has  been  before  it  this  year,  and  has  reached  the 
Board  as  soon  as  it  was  possiDle  to  get  it  here 
when  you  bear  in  mind  the  obstacles  it  has  met 
from  time  to  time.  It  was  supposed  at  one  time 
it  was  about  to  come  in,  and  just  then  we  were 
met  by  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
panv,  *w_:o  positively  refused  to  allow  the 
street  to  be  built.  That  objection  had  to 
be  met.  It  took  a  long  time  to  bargain 
and  arrange  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
Company.'  Thent  he  Street  Commissioners  put  in 
forthe  first  time  another  clause,  that  a  certain  sum 
of  money  should  be  raised  bythe  owners  of  the  land. 
The  owners  of  the  land  have  met  that  objection.and 
the  thing  has  progressed.  It  has  not  been  delayed 
one  moment,  but  has  reached  here  in  a 
condition  that  it  seems  to  me  ought  to 
meet  with  the  approval  of  this  Board, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  condition  of  the  times 
should  not  defeat  the  measure,  when,  as  I  said,  no 
one  can  doubt  but  that  the  property  will  be  in- 
creased in  value  as  much  as  I  have  stated,  and  the 
interest  on  the  amount  will  amount  to  more  than 
the  interest  upon  the  outlay.  The  immedi- 
ate outlay  cannot  be  much  more  than  .$300,- 
000,  and "  there  is  a  large  amount  of  the 
appropriation  that  I  do  not  see  how  the 
city  can  be  called  upon  to  spend  for  some 
time  to  come.  But  even  if  we  were  called  upon 
to  pay  the  whole  amount, it  seems  to  me  that  such 
a  great  improvement  ought  not  to  be  delayed  any 
longer.  It  has  been  before  the  Government  many 
times,  and  now,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  auspicious 
time  for  its  passage.  Therefore  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

The  question  was  upon  assigning  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  *  for  next  Monday 
afternoon  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  and  on  that 
question  Alderman  Clark   called  for  the  yeas  and 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  we  shall  continue 
the  discussion  this  evening  if  gentlemen  are  dis- 
posed to  vote,  in  order  that  we  may  get  all  the 
light  possible  upon  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  great  deal  of  di-cussion  in  the  early  part  of 
the  debate  was  rather  in  the  nature  of  "charges 
and  counter-charges  between  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  one  side  and  the  Committee  on  Paving 
on  the  other.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  actins  upon 
a  matter  of  this  sort  we  should  thoroughly  under- 
stand it,  and  that  all  proper  questions  in  regard 
to  the  matter  should  be  satisfactorily  answered 
by  the  Committee  on  Streets.  For  one,  I 
should  like  to  know  in  regard  to  the  amount 
of  betterments  we  are  to  receive  by  it 
if  Swett  street  is  extended.  The  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  District  stated  that  the  amount 
of  betterments  that  would  be  received  would  be 
very  large.  Those  were  lrN  exact  words,  I  think. 
"Whereas  I  have  been  informed  by  competent 
authorities — the  very  best  it  seems  to  me — 
that  the  actual  amount  of  betterments  we 
should  receive  would  be  a  very  trifling  sum 
indeed.  Then  with  regard  to  the  amount 
that  is  contributed  bv  certain  abutters  on 
this  street,  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
it  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  amount  and  all  that  the 
city  should  require  under  the  circumstances,  be- 
side the  giving  of  their  land.  That  amount.  I  be- 
lieve, is  S60.000.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  6, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  told 
us  what  a  very  great  increase  in  the  value  of 
property  the  extension  of  Swett  street  would 
bring  about.  The  South  Cove  Corporation 
has  given,  besides  its  land,  .815.000  contribu- 
tion towards  the  extension  of  this  street.  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  amount  they 
will  pay,  and  the  amounts  other  abutters  will  pay. 
is  a  reasonable  amount,  and  what  the  citv  rail', 
under  the  circumstances,  require.  I  understand 
that  this  same  South  Cove  Corporation  owns  forty 
acres  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  there.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  said  that  all  that  property- 
would  be  enhanced  in  value  from  five  cents  to 
twenty-five  cents  per  foot  as  soon  as  it  was 
filled,   making   a   clear    profit   to   this   corpora- 


tion of  twenty  cents  per  foot.  If  that 
is  so,  the  forty  acres  of  that  property  is  to  be 
enhanced  twenty  cents  per  foot  clear  profit  to 
them,  which,  as  'l  figure  it,  would  be  a  rise  of 
8350,000.  If  that  is  the  state  of  things  I  would  like 
to  know  it.  If  not,  I  would  like  to  be  corrected. 
But  particularly  I  would  like  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  amount  of  betterments,  which  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highland  Di-tiiet  has  stated  will  be  very 
larsre,  and  which,  I  have  been  informed,  will  be 
very  small. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  very  happy  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  who  lives"  in  that  district.  He  knows  that  this 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  the  past  and 
other  years.  He  knows  the  importance  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  matter  as  well  as  anv  man  in  this 
Board.  The  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District 
made  this  remark— that  there  were  certain  por- 
tions of  land  that  were  not  given  by  the 
abutters,  upon  which  the  assessment  for  the 
betterments  would  be  laid,  and  upon  ibis  portion 
the  betterments  would  be  large.  That  is  strictly 
true.  Now  the  Committee  on  Street-  understand, 
I  think,  what  they  have  been  doing  in  this  matter. 
They  have  not  been  into  it  with  their  eyes  shut. 
They  have  not  done  it  without  working  in  accord 
with  the  Street  Commissioners.  They  have  not  done 
it  without  having  advice  on  very  many  occasions 
from  the  Citv  Solicitor.  And  for  the  information  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9, 1  would  sav  to  him 
that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  vou  can  cons  tract 
a  street  through  water  where  the  tide  comes  in 
and  goes  out  every  day  and  assess  betterments  for 
it.  To  make  sure  of  getting  the  betterments 
from  these  parties,  they  have  been  taken  up  in  the 
form  of  a  contribution  or  assessment,  before 
the  street  is  laid  out,  making  that  condition 
that  they  shall  contribute  so  much  through 
this  tide  water.  Xow  the  alderman  says  that  that 
tide  water  will  not  be  worth  twenty-five  cents  tier 
foot.  Not  by  any  means.  But  the  moment  the 
street  goes  through  at  a  grade  of  eighteen  these 
parties  will  fill  their  land  immediately,  and  in- 
stead of  its  being  worth  five  cents  per  foot,  as  flats 
covered  with  water  every  time  the  tide  comes  in, 
it  will  be  worth  many  times  that  amount.  The 
Tands  are  to  be  filled  and  arrangements 
have  already  been  made  for  filling  quite 
a  large  area.  That  is  the  reason  why  this  money 
has  been  collected,  where  we  could  not  collect  it 
without  an  agreement  and  bargain.  It  may  not 
be  well  always  to  tell  all  the  information  vou" pick 
up  from  the  City  Solicitor,  because  vou  rriav  want 
to  lay  out  other" streets  which  we  may  make,  and 
attempt  to  assess  betterments  on  streets  going 
through  tide  water.  But  if  you  should  go  to  the 
Citv  Solicitor  and  ask  if  vou  could  collect  better- 
ments for  such  streets,  he"  would  tell  you  that  vou 
cannot  collect  one  cent. 

Alderman  Peters— The  South  Cove  Corporation, 
I  understand,  owns  forty-five  acres  of  land.  Part 
of  that  was  considered'  high  land,  and  thev  took 
from  it  to  fill  their  lower  land  on  Albany  street. 
Can  the  Alderman  tell  how  much  of  that  property 
is  now  owned  bv  that  corporation? 

Alderman  Clark— Thev  may  own  45,000  acres! 
They  own  the  United  States  Hotel,  I  believe. 
Thev  did  formerly  own  Cove  street,  and  a  great 
many  others.  I  do  not  know  but  that  thev  did 
buy  some  gravel  hills  to  fill  with.  But  they' own 
the  land  through  which  this  street  'goes, 
and  that  is  flats  and  water.  The  flats  are 
as-essed  at  five  cents  per  foot,I  believe.  They  <*ive 
the  flats  for  the  building  of  this  street  and"  con- 
tribute .915,000;  and  when  the  street  is  built  they 
propose  to  go  on  and  fill  up  their  land,  making  it 
valuable  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  taxes  bythe 
city.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  tin—  improvement  goes 
through,  you  may  have  bills  of  taxes  uncollected 
as  much  as  you  have  against  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company.  Still,  the  taxes  are  good, 
and  they  draw  ten  per  cent,  after  the 
first  of  January,  and  the  taxes  are  a  lien 
upon  the  land,  and  are  secure,  if  your 
assessors  have  not  made  a  mistake  and  assessed 
them  more  than  they  ought.  You  will  find  that 
there  is  a  vast  territory  that  is  to  be  improved  im- 
mediately, and  it  is  to  become  valuable  in  view  of 
the  accommodations  that  are  to  be  afforded  to 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  and  his  constituents, 
in  the  safety,  convenience  and  security 
that  is  to  be  afforded  to  the  South  End 
and  to  South  Boston,  and  to  other  sections 
of  the  city  in  case  of  a  large  conflagration.  It  is 
very  true,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has 
said,  that  Dover-street  Bridge  is  very  unreliable 
Tou  cannot   rely  upon   it   day  or   night.      I    will 
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guarantee  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
start  from  here  now  and  go  over  Dover-street 
Bridge  without  being  detained  either  by  the  draw 
or  by  the  railroad.  The  citizens  of  the  "South  Eud 
and'of  South  Boston  are  entitled  to  this  street, 
and  they  ought  to  have  it.  It  is  our  duty  to  give 
it  to  them,  and  to  act  upon  it  now  and  not  defer 
it  to  another  <  ity  Government. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  asks  if  this  is  a  fair  proportion  for  the 
abutters  to  pay.  I  think  the  rule  of  the  commis- 
sioners was  to  assess,  as  nearly  as  they  could, 
an  equitable  amount  upon  each.  ,  It  is  assessed 
from  one-third  to  one-half  the  actual  cost  of  fill- 
ing up  upon  each  strip  of  land  owned  by  the  abut- 
ters. I  think  in  one  ease  it  is  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  but  in  quite  a  number  of  eases  it  is  thirty- 
three  per  cent.,  and  in  one  case  I  tl  ink  it  is  fifty 
per  cent.,  of  the  actual  expense  of  filling. 

Alderman  Peters— The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
"mittee  on  streets  is  either  v<  ty  unwilling  to  give 
information  in  reply  to  civil  interrogatories,  or  else 
he  does  not  know  how  to  reply  to  questions;  be 
does  not  know  what  a  question  means.  Now  if 
the  Committee  on  Streets  have  been  looking  up 
this  matter  so  thoiuughly.  they  should  under- 
stand this  question.  1  say  the  South  Cove  Cor- 
fioration  own  on  Swett  street  forty-five  acres  of 
and,  that  they  have  always  owned.  But  a  part 
of  this  was  high  land;  so 'high  that  when  they 
went  to  the  South  Cove  District,  they  took  it 
away  to  fill  up  their  flats  to  a  grade  of  twelve  or 
fourteen.  Then  they  own  a  part  of  this  low  land 
over  which  the  tide  Hows.  What  I  ask  is  the  pro- 
portion of  land  which  they  own  that  is  flats,  and 
the.  proportion  that  is  high  marsh  land 

Alderman  Clark— I  believe  they  did  buy  a  gravel 
hill  out  there  somewhere,  half  a  m  le  from  the 
flats,  and  they  took  that  down  to  fill  with. 

Alderman  refers — 1  am  not  speaking  of  that. 

Alderman  Clark— The  Committee  on  Streets  un- 
derstand this  matter  thoroughly,  'lheyknow  that 
the  South  Cove  Corporation  owns  a  piece  of  land 
over  which  this  street  goes,  and  that  is  all  they 
care  to  know.  It  is  all  they  have  any  business  to 
know  in  this  enterprise  Whether  they  own  gravel 
hills  out  in  Dorchester  or  Quincy  or  anywhere 
else,  they  don't  care.  They  own  so  many  feet 
of  flats  ;  this  street  goes  through  this  land; 
it  will  cost  so  much  to  make  this  street,  and  for 
the  consideration  of  this  street  you  could  not 
assess  and  collect  of  them  a  single  penny — not  a 
single  penny  in  the  ordinary  way  of  taking  land 
and  laving  out  and  constructing  streets.  That  is 
the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  If  that  is  not  a 
sufficient  explanation  1  w  ill  be  happy  to  stand  here 
all  night  and  answer  all  the  questions  that  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  17  would  put  to  me,  and  if 
I  cannot  do  so  I  will  do  it  just  as  candidly  and 
fully  as  it  is  m  my  power  to  do. 

Alderman  Worthington— In  regard  to  the  flats 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  asks  about,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  when  the  South  Cove 
Corporation  filled  up  their  territory  they  bought 
this  territory  between  what  is  now  Dorchester 
avenue  and  the  Neck,  and  floated  their  scows  out 
there  and  took  off  all  this  land.  It  was  then  con- 
sidered of  no  value.  They  never  imagined  that 
in  their  day  or  ours  it  would  come  into 
the  market  and  they  dug  out  that  ter- 
ritory below  tide  water.  I  think  nearly 
the  whole  territory  was  dug  over  and  floated  down 
in  scows  to  what  is  now  called  the  South  Cove 
property,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States 
Hotel.  They  made  a  very  large  amount  of  land 
with  that  mud,  and  that  is  the  reason  it  is  under 
water  now. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  a  little  diagram,  which 
has  been  kindly  drawn  by  one  of  the  reporters, 
showing  the  situation  of  South  Boston.  I  do  not 
know  but  that  he  drew  it  for  a  caricature,  but  it 
represents  very  correctly  the  condition  of  South 
Boston,  the  South  End  and  Washington  Village, 
and  shows  how  it  is  that  one  must  go  three  miles 
to  get  to  a  point  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from 
Washington  Village,  at  the  South  End. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  no  postponement  of 
this  question  would  change  my  mind  as  regards 
my  vote,  whether  the  question  is  taken  now  or 
next  Monday.  I  think  the  gentleman  entirely 
misunderstood  my  remark.  My  remark  was 
simply  this :  that  it  was  my  duty  to  consider 
whether  or  not  I  would  vote  for  this  measure. 
Speaking  of  Dover  street,  I  remember  that  in 
the  Common  Council,  in  1870,  the  question  came 
up  whether  we  should  vote  for  a  certain  sum-of 
money  for  the  completion  of  Broadway  Bridge.    I 


then  asked  for  a  postponement  on  the  ground  that 
the  bridge  as  planned  was  not.  and  never  would  be 
such  abridge  as  was  desired.  1  considered  it  a 
afailure,  and  so  stated  at  the  time.  I  then  voted 
against  the  appropriation.  Now  the  question  is 
whether  this  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 
by  the  city,  not'  only  for  South  Boston 
but  for  the  city.  1  believe  we  should 
sift  these  questions  down,  where  there  is 
a  large  sum  of  monej  pending,  in  such  a  form  as 
to  warrant  every  man  in  casting  his  vote  either 
for  or  against  a  question  of  this  kind.  Now  it  is 
shown  very  conclusively  to  me  that  my  position  in 
1870  in  regard  to  Broadway  Bridge  was  necessary. 
It  was  not  such  a  bridge  as  South  Boston  needed, 
and  time  has  told  you  so.  In  less  than  four  years 
what  is  the  condition  of  that  biidge?  They  have 
no  use  for  it.  A  large  sum  of  money  was  wasted 
upon  it.     There  is  no  question  about  it. 

Alderman  Clark— We  propose  to  build  this 
street  for  one-half  what  that  bridge  cost.  The 
City  Government  has  changed  somewhat  since 
the  construction  of  that  bridge.  How  I  am  in- 
formed, reliably,  I  think,  that  the  South  Cove  Cor- 
poration does  not  own  a  foot  of  land  except  what 
is  covered  at  high  tide.  1  aid  not  know  that  fact 
before,  but  for  the  information  of  the  Aldeiman 
from  Ward  17  I  am   informed  that  that  is  the  fact. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
mau  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  how  much  will 
be  assessed  on  the  property  of  the  senior  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12? 

Alderman  Clark— That  is  a  subject  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Street  Commissioners.  If  they 
do  not  do  their  duty  in  1875  you  will  have  the 
chance  of  casting  your  vote  for  a  new  member  of 
the  board  in  1876.  The  commissioners  will  assess 
betterments  wherever  they  know  it  is  right  and 
iu-t  they  should  lie  assessed,  and  they  will  be  col- 
lected if  it  is  in  the  powei  of  the  City  Solicitor  to 
collect  them.  The  betterments  are  left  here  pre- 
cisely as  in  other  cases.  Where  the  property  is 
improved  ss;s  per  foot  it  will  be  assessed  S1.50,  'arid 
where  it  is  improved  82  per  foot  it  will  be  assessed 
$1,  and  so  on. 

Alderman  Peters— I  wish  to  disclaim  any  per- 
sonal allusion  in  what  1  said.  1  supposed'  they 
had  already  made  the  betterments,  and  so  asked 
the  question  as  a  matter  of  curiosity. 

Alderman  Clark— The  betterments  are  never 
made  until  the  street  is  made  and  laid  out.  This 
is  a  contribution  where  no  betterments  could  be 
assessed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
assign  i he  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
for  half-past  four  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon 
next. 

The  motion  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters  and 
Prescott— 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Harris, 
Hall,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthington— 8. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the"  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government,  and  Alder- 
man Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  lost— yeas  ii,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter.  Peters  and  l'rescott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow  ,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Worthing- 
ton-9. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  in  concurrence  with  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  should  like  to  ask  wheth- 
er it  was  the  intention  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers to  assess  betterments  at  the  South  Boston  end 
of  Ibis  street  when  Columbus  avenue  was  opened? 
When  Tremont  street  was  widened  lief  ween  Boyls- 
ton  street  and  the  railroad  bridge  betterments 
were  assessed  all  the  way  fiom  Seollay  square  to 
Chester  park.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  greatly  en- 
hance the  value  of  property  on  all  these  streets  at 
South  Boston.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  says 
it  will  enhance  the  property  on  that  side  a  million 
of  dollars.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  we  are 
to  get  back  a  reasonable  sum  as  betterments  upon 
tho  Dorchester-street  property,  for  instance,  at 
the  other  end. 

Alderman  Clark— I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  never  been 
very  backward  in  assessing  Ictlerments;  and  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  will  find  that  out  when 
they  assess  the  betterments  for  the  widening  of 
Broad  street.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  find  that 
the  betterments  assessed  there,  and  the  parties  on 
Washington  street  will  find  that  the  betterments 
assessed  there,  will  be  all  they  wish  to  pay  and  all 
that  could  justly  be  assessed.    It  is  the  intention  ■ 
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I  believe,  of  the  Street  Commissioners  to  assess 
betterments  upon  property  wherever  it  is  im- 
proved by  the  construction  of  Swett  street.  I 
take  the  opportunity  to  answer  so  much  for  them, 
at  all  events. 

Alderman  Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  ad- 
journ. 

Alderman  Clark— I  think  this  is  rather  an  un- 
dignitied  method  of  proceeding.  The  gentleman 
can  only  imagine  the  result  of  such  a  motion.  It 
is  desirable  to  get  these  papers  into  the  Common 
Council.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
lost— yeas  2,  nays  10. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Blocks  and  (.'utter— 2. 

Nays— Aldermen  l'.igelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters,  Power,  Prescott.  Stebbins  and 
Worthington— 10. 

.  The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order  in  concurrence  with  "the  commission- 
ers, and  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  9  to  3. 

Yeas— Aid  em  i  en  Big-low.  Brooks,  Clark.  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins  and  Woithing- 
cott— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Cutter,  Peters  and  Pres  • 
ton— 3. 

Alderman  Clark — For  the  purpose  of  getting 
this  to  the  Common  Council  this  evening,  1  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  passed,  hoping 
it  will  not  prevail. 

AHerman  Brooks— I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  sorry  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Streets  seems  inclined 
to  force  a  measure  of  this  magnitude  through  this 
Board  at  this  time  even  if  it  is  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  There  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  send 
this  to  the  other  branch  in  the  early  part  o^  next 
week, when  there  will  be  one  meeting  of  that  body 
and  probably  two.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  undig- 
nified course.  If  any  legislation  js  to  be  taken  in 
concurrent  branches,  a  measure,  even  of  small 
importance,  has  to  go  through  its  three  several 
readiims,  pass  to  be  enacted,  ard  pass  to  be  en- 
giossed,  and  then  go  through  the  same  form  in 
the  other  branch.  Now,  if  this  motion  to  reconsid- 
eris  refused,  this  measure  is  gone  from  this  Board 
beyond  recall.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not 
force  the  measure  through,  for  it  may  be'that 
some  of  the  members  of  this  Board  might  be  will- 
ing to  let  upon  it  if  they  could  have  some  particu- 
lars in  regard  to  it.  I  will  say  this  much,  that  I 
have  devoted  as  much  time  to  it  as  I  have  been 
ably  to  do;  but  with  fire  committee  meetings  to 
attend  to  yesterday  and  two  today,  I  have  had  but 
very  little  time  to  look  into  it.  For  one  I  would 
like  to  look  still  further  into  it. 

Alderman  Clark— It  is  on  account  of  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  this  measure  that  1  move 
the  reconsideration.  You  can  =ee  in  what  position 
I  would  have  been  if  I  had  not  moved  it.  There 
would  have  been  a  notice  put  in  to  keep  it  from, 
the  Council.  It  is  a  question  of  importance  to  the 
citizens.  They  have  an  interest  in  it.  They  want 
it  carried  out,  and  it  is  for  the  puipose  of  riot  de- 
laying it  until  twelve  months  from  this  time  that 
I  move  the  reconsideration,  so  that  it  may  go  to 
the  Council  for  them  to  take  such  action  upon  as 
they  see  fit.  And  if  they  act  as  their  constituents 
expect  them  to,  they  will  vote  to  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Peters— I  move  to  lay  the  motion  on 


the  table,  and  ask  for  the  veas  and  nays.  The  mo- 
tion was  lost— yeas  3,  nays' 9 

Yeas — Aldermen  Cutter,  Betel's  and  Brescott — 3. 

Nays— Alilei  men  Bigelovv,  Brooks,  Clark,  Emery, 
Hall,  Harris,  Power,  Stebbins   and  Worthington — 

Alderman  Brooks — I  am  really  sorry  to  see 
the  Chairman  of  our  Board  in  such  a  state 
of  excitement.  He  puts  his  hands  together 
and  says,  "This  is  the  thing."  Well,  now 
what  is  it?  It  is  either  one  of  two  things— an 
improvement  of  Hie  city  of  Boston,  or  else  it  is 
an  expenditure  of  money  without  any  call  for  it. 
Now  the  Chairman  undertakes  to  say,  "Why,  if 
this  motion  had  not  been  made,  such  a  man 
would  have  done  so  and  so."  You  have  no  right  to 
say  any  such  thing.  That  is  a  question  he  is  un- 
able to  decide  upon.  He  might  suppose  that 
somebody  would  do  such  a  thing,  perhaps,  if  he 
should  judge  other  people  by  himself.  It  seems 
to  me  that  where  a  man  gets  so  excited  he  is  an 
interested  party. 

Alderman  Clark — I  am  only  surprised  that  that 
has  not  been  spoken  of  earlier. 

Alderman  Brooks— The  gentleman  is  unduly  ex- 
cited on  this  subject.  Really  it  is  aconsidera'tion, 
I  think,  to  be  looked  upon  carefully  and  candidly 
met.  I  don't  think  any  man  should  get  excited 
in  this  Board.  You  should  keep  cool,  as  the  old 
saying  has  it,  and  let  your  pair  grow.  I  think  the 
gentleman's  motion  is  not  a  proper  on 3  to  be 
made  at  this  time.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  on  the 
expenditure  of  half  a  million  of  dollais  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Board  should  adopt  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. 

Alderman  Claik— I  can  leave  the  members  of 
the  Board  to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to  the 
programme  before  the  Board— Motion  to  recon^ 
sider  a  vote  that  passed  unanimously,  by  Alder- 
man Brooks,  the  vote  requesting  the  Mayor  to  ex- 
tend civilities  to  the  King  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  deny  the  charge  that  the 
vote  passed  unanimously 

Alderman  Prescott— I 'would  like  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  to  explain  why,  if 
action  is  not  taken  on  this  matter  this  afternoon, 
it  is  to  be  -postponed  for  twelve  months.  We  have 
the  same  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  the 
entire  Committee  on  Streets  have  been  reelected. 
They  have  the  report  made  and  the  papers  signed, 
and  what  is  to  hinder  them  from  bringing  this 
mattei  before  the  early  attention  of  the  next  City 
Government  without  any  delay  of  twelve  months? 
I  should  certainly  hope  it  would  be  postponed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  it  was  lost— 4  yeas,  8  nays. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Peters  and 
Pieseott — 4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
Harris,  Bower,  Stebbins  and  Worthington— 8. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  passage 
of  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means  for  the  extension  and  widen- 
ing, and  the  order  was  passed,  and  the  report  and 
orders  were  sent  down. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  a  reconsideration, 
which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clatk  the  Board  then 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    23,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M., 
E.  O.  Shepard,  president,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petition  of  trustees  of  Sears  estate  referred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
netition  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for 
allowance  for  furniture  of  headquarters  at  Boyls- 
ton  Hall.    Accepted. 

Resolve  and  order  to  lay  out  Commerce  street, 
and  to  extend  the  same  to  Atlantic  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £49,331,  and  order  for  the  city  to 
assume  and  pay  all  betterments  for  the  laying  out 
of  said  Commerce  street,  on  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  said  order.  Severally  rend  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr  Page  of 
Ward  9,  and  passed. 

Orders  authorizing  the  purchase  of  law  hooks 
for  the  City  Solicitor's  office,  at  an  expence  not 
exceeding  £275,  and  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
two  street  sweeping  machines,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding £500  for  each  machine.  Severally  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  B.  F.  Campbell  and  others,  and  B.  J.  Berry  and 
others,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  waters  of  "Flax 
Pond  as  a  source  of  supply  for  East  Boston. 
Laid  upon  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dean  of 
Ward  12. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  an  order 
for  transfer  of  additional  appropriations  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  of  £2'.io0  to  ( hurch-street  Dis- 
trict; of  £27,000  to  public  buildings;  also  to  charge 
tax  of  £48.30  to  appropriation  for  grammar-school 
Site,  Ward  15.     Order  passed   to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  transfers  from  the 
Reserved  Fund,  as  follows:  Widening  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue,  £77,000;  Commerce  street,  £73.000; 
widening  of  Leverett  street,  £12,000.  Order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  action  on 
communication  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library  in 
relation  to  the  Wolcott  estate  adjoining  said  insti- 
tution.   Accepted. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  contract  for  water  pipes  to  be  de- 
livered next  spring,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$100,000.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  Ja- 
maica Pond,  and  order  requesting  the  Cochituate 
Water  P.oanl  to  inquire  and  report  on  what  terms 
Wards  17  and  19  can  he  supplied  from  Brookline. 
Report  accepted  and  order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Lydia  M.  Warner  in  relation  to  the 
temporary  aid  of  the  poor.    Accepted. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  that  the  order 
authorizing  an  expenditure  of  £200,000  for  water 
pipes  in  Wards  17  and  19  and  for  the  borrowing  of 
the  same  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted  and 
said  order  passed— yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Order  providing  for  the  entertainment  of  Kala- 
kaua,  King  of  the  Sandwich  Island",  by  the  Mayor. 
Passed  to  a  second  leading.  Read  twice,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins 
of  Ward  1G  (who  said  the  Kintr  might  be  among  us 
at  any  moment,  and  it  would  be  very  awkward  to 
have  him  here  and  have  the  order  lying  on  the 
table;  and  passed— veas  54,  nays  2;  Mr.  Dacev  of 
Ward  20  ami  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock, 
viz.,  report  and  order  for  taking  waters  of  Sud- 
bury River  and  Farm  1'ond  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  city  (City  Doc.  No.  17). 

Mr. Tease  moved  that  speeches  be  limited  to  ten 
minutes. 

Mr.  Daceyof  Ward  20  thought  every  mind  had 
been  made  up,  and  moved  to  amend  by  limiting 
speeches  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  that  neither  the 
original  motion  nor  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  was  adopted,  and 
speeches  were  limited  to  ten  minutes— 36  for,  25 
against. 


The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  to  seize 
Sudbury  River  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— It  seems  to  me  it 
would  he  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  pass  the 
Sudbury  River  order,  while  we  have  a  petition 
now  pending  for  the  legislative  right  to  take 
Charles  River.  I  am  more  than  ever  strongly 
opposed  to  adopting  the  Sudbury  River  scheme, 
as  proposed  by  the  Water  Board  and  Engineer. 
The  more  it  is  investigated  the  more  objection- 
able it  appears  to  me.  Unless  the  Sudbury  is 
taken  in  through  Lake  Cochituate,  the  Charles 
River  scheme  should  most  certainly  be  our  choice, 
for  in  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  cost  of  works 
need  not  be  so  large  as  estimated  by  the  En- 
gineer, and  the  reservoir  of  4000  acres  "would  in- 
sure us  pure  water.  But  the  Sudbury  will 
be  extremely  costly;  besides  its  water 
will  always  be  objectionable  to  the  people. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  story  is  not  half  told.  Why 
is  it  that  the  amount  is  set  down  for  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  real  cost?  Is  it  done  to  hoodwink  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  as  the  only  means  of  induc- 
ing the  people  to  submit  to  such  an  extravagant 
outlay  and  waste  of  money?  The  Water  Board 
and  Engineer  must  acknowledge  that  it  will  cost 
over  eight  and  a  half  million",  excluding  cost  of 
excavating  the  basins,  etc.  I  have  previously 
given  a  portion  of  the  items  omitted  by  them,  but 
that  is  not  all.  The  necessity  of  having  to  exca- 
vate the  whole  storage-basin  teriitory"  has  been 
overlooked.  It  may  not  be  understood  by  all 
that  the  cost  of  the  scheme  as  given  us  does  not 
include  any  excavations  of  vegetable  material 
from  the  reservoirs  at  the  head  of  the  Sud- 
bury. .  No  estimate  has  been  made  upon  this 
beyond  the  cutting  away  the  trees,  bushes,  etc. 
Now  everybody  knows  that  nearly  the  whole  terri- 
tory is  a  perfect  boghole,  and  yet  the  Water  Hoard 
claim  that  these  swamps  are  good  enough  for  the 
storage  of  Boston  water.  They  must  know  that 
as  soon  as  the  water  is  turned  into  the  city  from 
these  slimy  slough  holes,  full  of  frogs  and  water 
snakes,  and  impregnated  with  vegetable  poison, 
the  people  will  cry  out,  "Give  us  pure  water,  let  it 
cost  what  it  may.'*'  Then  the  other  part  of  the 
story  will  be  told,  and  three  millions  of  dollars 
more  will  be  asked  for  to  cleai  the  mud  from  the 
bed  of  the  reservoirs.  They  say  that  in  eight  or 
ten  years  this  vegetable  matter  will  be  ab- 
sorbed and  soaked  out  into  the  water.  But  who 
will  he  responsible  for  the  thousands  of  lives 
sacrificed  during  that  time  in  consequence  of 
this  enormous  blunder?  TltejWater  Hoard  do  not 
dare  to  hint  the  necessity  of  excavating  the  mud 
from  these  swamps;  and  yet  they  must  know  that 
the  water  stored  there,  and  turned  directly 
through  the  conduit,  wit  hunt  settling  and  purifying 
in  some  clear-bottom  lake  like  the  Cochituate, 
must  carry  disease  and  death  to  our  door.  They 
know,  too,  that  the  cry  for  "pure  water"  and  sani- 
tary reform  would  be  so  loud  that  nothing  would 
satisfy  the  people  but  to  excavate  from  that  vast 
swamp  of  1800  acres  all  the  vegetable  material, 
leaving  it  clear  and  as  acceptible  as  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  I  will  read  from  Document  38, 
page  25,  to  show  the  condition  of  the  water  of  Sud- 
bury River,  from  a  report  made  bv  Mr.  Loam  mi 
Baldwin  in  1834: 

"The  water  of  Concord  River,  from  Sudbury  to 
the  Middlesex  Canal,  at  Billerica  Mills,  has  the 
same  defect  as  to  its  discolored  state,  together 
with  the  additional  objection  of  its  possessing 
some  poisonous  quality.  I  remember  when  the 
locks,  etc.,  of  the  Middlesex  Canal  were  built, 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  the  workmen  obliged  to 
labor  in  the  water  complained  that  it  made  their 
hands  and  feet  sore,  and  if  a  little  scratch  oc- 
curred to  their  flesh,  oi  the  skin  was  torn  or 
bruised  awav,  the  water  would  cause  it  to  fester 
into  a  serious  wound,  and  it  was  often  necessary 
to  suspend  working  in  it  that  the  sore  might  heal. 
This  chat  acter  of  the  water  was  confirmed  to  me 
a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a  master  carpen- 
ter, who  had  been  employed  twenty  years  in  the 
direction  of  the  canal  works  there,  whose  expres- 
sion was, 'If  a  man  gets  a  little  piece  of  skin 
knocked  off  his  hand  while  working  in  it,  the 
water  would  fester  it.  up  so  that  I  do  not  know 
but  it  would  eat  his  hand  up  in  time;  but  work- 
ing in  the  Merrimack   River    would    wash   it  well 

Now  Mr.  President  if  that  is  the  character  of 
the  water  in  Sudbury  River,  as  to  eating  men's 
hands  olf,  what  wdl  be  the  effect  of  taking  it  in- 
ternally?     But,  on   the   other  hand,   should    the 
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without  this  excavation  of  water  basins.  "With- 
out one  dollar's  expense  it  could  be  turned  into 
Lake  Cochituate,  where  in  its  large  area  and 
natural  sandy  bottom  it  woul.l  be  separated  from 
all  its  impurities.  Hitherto  tbis  plan  has  been 
o»po«ed  on  account  of  having  two  lines  of  con- 
duit over  the  Cochituate  route.  It  is,  however, 
apparent  from  recent  reports  of  the  engineers 
that  their  former  conclusions  were  erroneous, 
and  that  to  build  a  second  conduit  over 
the  Cochituate  line  is  perfectly  practicable. 
On  pages  54  and  55,  Document  No.  85,  the  engineer 
aires  bis  plan  for  building  a  conduit  the  same 
size  of  the  Cochituate  conduit,  starting  from  Ded- 
man's  Brook,  which  is  only  two  miles  from  the 
lake,  running  it  along-parallel  with,  am:  at  a  -'safe 
distance"  from  the  old  one  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir, at  a  cost  of  Sl.608.000.  At  tb'S  rate,  accord- 
ing to  his  figures,  it  could  be  laid  the  entire  dis- 
tance for  about  §2,000,000:  What  more  need  we 
ask  for?  Do  this  and  you  can  tun  every  gallon 
of  water  from  the  Sudbury  into  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir.  But  if  the  Farm  Bond  scheme  is  adopt- 
ed, five  years  is  the  limited  time  to  complete 
it,  an.d  including  the  cast  of  excavating  the 
vegetable  material  from  the  storage  basins, 
from  which  we  cannot  escape,  the  cost  will  not 
fall  short  of  $13,000,000.  Now  let  us  see  what  it 
will  cost  to  support  this  stupendous  outlay.  We 
need  not  take  into  account  the  cost  of  maintain 
ing  an  additional  corps  of  engineers  and  attend- 
ants on  account  of  the  two  independent  lines,  but 
we  will  cast  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  for  twen- 
tv  vears,  and  we  have  S15.o00,o0o,  making  a  total 
of  's28.G00.000.  If  we  go  on  wasting  the  people's 
money  and  heaping  up  the  public  debt,  regardless' 
of  the  protestations  of  our  fellow  citizens,  its  ten- 
dency will  be  to  drive  people  from  the  city,  dis- 
courage manufacturing  and  industrial  interests, 
and  finally  cast  a  blot  on  the  good  name  of  Bos- 
ton. Tou  may  make  annexations,  and  try  to  sweep 
in  the  people.  You  may  extend  the  borders  of 
the  city  to  the  sand  hills  of  Cape  Cod,  if  you 
please,  but  the  burden  of  taxation  will  drive  them 
still  farther  back.  They  never  will  submit,  but 
will  leave  Boston  to  take'eare  of  herself.  Let  us 
make  judicious  expenditures  of  money  wherever 
it  ivUl'  render  an  equivalent  return  to  the  city, 
hut  never  consent  to  create  a  debt  of  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars  for  a  supply  of  water  when  we 
may  obtain  the  same  for  less  than  one  half  that  sum. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  important 
question  that  has  ever  been  before  the  vity  Gov- 
ernment. It  involves  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  and  it  sealsjhe  fate  of  the  city,  so  far  as 
water  is  concerned,  for  a  century  to  come.  Let 
us  make  no  mistake.  Let  us  be  sure  that  we  are 
right,  for  if  we  fail  in  our  judgment  or  duty  the 
people  will  never  forgive  us.  I  hope  this  order 
will  not  pass  tonight.  I  think  we  ought,  out  of 
respect  for  this  medical  report  to  give  the  Charles 
River  question  a  more  thorough  investigation. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  spoken  of  the  poisonous  character  of 
the  water,  and  if  he  will  turn  to  page  45  cf  the 
medical  report  he  will  see  there  every  quotatiou 
he  made  from  Document  38.  In  speaking  of  the 
water  of  Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers,  quoted  by 
the  gentleman,  tbe  report  says— 

■'The  portion  of  the  river  referred  to  in  these 
reports  is  below  the  point  from  which  water  is  to 
be  taken  in  the  proposed  scheme,  and  is  doubtless 
liable  to  receive,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  a 
considerable  amount  of  decaying  veg<  table  mat- 
ter from  the  extensive  meadows  between  "Way- 
land  and  Billerica,  though  it  i-  highly  improbable, 
that  water  thus  contaminated  i  (mid  produce  the  in- 
jurious effects  above  alluded  to.  Against  the  char- 
acter of  the  water  in  that  portion  of  the  river  which 
constitutes  the  proposed  source  of  supply  similar 
charges  have,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  never  been 
made,  and  our  inquiries  on  this  subject  have  failed 
to  elicit  any  evidence  that  the  water  of  this  part  of 
the  stream  can  produce  anv  injurious  effect  upon 


The  commission  then  says,  'It  will  be  seen  that, 
though  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  was 
37.4  per  cent,  greater  in  1872  than  in  1871,  yet  the 
percentage  increase  of  those  diseases  which  may 
be  produced  by  impure  drinking  water  was  less 
than  that  of  diseases  supposed  not  to  be  so  pro- 
duced. In  othe.-  word-,  though  the  death  rate  in 
the  city  was  remarkably  high  in  1872.  this  great 
mortality  cannot  justly  be  attributed  to  any  un- 
usual impurity  of  the  drinking  water." 

Mr.  President— A  more  extended  examination 
of  the  whole  subject  of  an  additional  supply  of 
water  has    been  made    this  year  than  by  auv  pre- 


vious City  Council.  Suiveys  of  all  the  sources  of 
admitted  availability  have  been  made  by  engi- 
neers whose  ability  and  honesty  have  not  been 
questioned,  and  the  results  are  before  us  in  vol- 
uminous and  exhaustive  reports.  The  discussion 
of  the  subject  has  been  continued  since  its  intro- 
ductiou  early  in  the  year.  We  have  listened  to 
elaboiate  arguments '  for  ind  against  all  the 
schemes  pre-ented.  Ample  time  has  thus  been 
his  i  • 
the  pre- 
sent Government  to  reach  some  settle- 
ment of  this  vexed  question,  instead  of 
shirking  a  responsibility  which  rightly  belongs  to 
us,  and  turning  it  over  to  our  successors. 
To  lefer  this  question  to  the  next  City  Council 
w^uld  be  a  confession  of  weakness  and  lack  of 
courage  which  I  hope  never  to  see  made  by  so 
able  and  intelligent  a  body  of  men  as  compose 
the  Common  Council  of  1874.  In  my  opinion  the 
solution  of  the  question  is  very  simple.  Pass  the 
order  authorizing  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
seize  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  anil  the  lands 
necessary  to  convey  it  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 
My  reasons  for  this  opinion,  briefly  stated,  are 
these:  First,  it  will  give  us  an  immediate  addi- 
tion to  the  curtailed  sup  >ly  from  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate, without  the  appro,.:  lation  of  a  single  dollar; 
and  will  oDviate  all  necessity  for  an  expenditure 
for  a  temporary  supply  from  elsewhere,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  at  ale-scost  than  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dolkus.and  perhaus  more. 
The  connection  made  in  1872  can  be  utilized  now 
as  w-ell  as  th^n,  and  all  Aat  is  necessary  is  to 
raise  the  stop-plank  and  let  the  water  flow  into 
the  lake.  The  rivei  is  low,  it  is  true,  but  it  has  a 
daily  flow  of  seven  or  eight  millions  of  gallons 
which  can  be  made  available  at  c  nee,  and  it  will 
tide  us  over  the  necessity  for  more  water  and  very 
soon  stop  the  expenditure  for  pumping  at  the 
lake.  My  second  reason  is,  that  the  Sudburv 
scheme  has  been  substantially  adopted  by  the 
city,  already,  and  it  has  the  indorsement  of  all, 
or  neatly  all,  who  are  now  con  lected  with  the 
"Water  Department  or  have  been  officially  as- 
sociated with  that  department  as  members 
of  the  present  and  past  city  governments. 
Leaving  entirely  out  of  the  question  the 
opinions  which  some  gentlemen  entertain  of  a 
needed  change  in  the  character  and  functions 
of  the  present  Water  Board— and  which  have, 
without  doubt,  caused  some  to  hesitate  in  giving 
their  indorsement  to  the  Sudbury  scheme— there 
is  still  a  large  preponderance  of  sentiment  among 
the  acknowledged  worthy  and  competent  officials 
of  the  city  in  its  favor.  Since  the  appropriation 
of  ,--500,000  for  can-ving  out  the  work  was  made, 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  perfect  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  scheme.  While  this  Council  has 
been  studying  other  possible  sources  of  sup- 
ply, the  gentlemen  employed  by  the  Water 
Board  have  improved  their  opportunities.  The 
whole  problem  is  worked  out  as  completely 
as  it  possibly  could  be.  Every  foot  of  land 
between  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  and  Farm 
Pond,  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  conduit,  has 
been  surveyed  and  sounded  ;  its  character  is  thor- 
oughly understood  :  every  obstacle  in  the  way  has 
been  found,  and  the  best  means  of  =urmoui  ting 
it  decided  upon  ;  every  brook  to  be  crossed  ;  each 
layer  of  rock  to  he  blasted:  every  culvert  and 
arch  to  be  built— in  fact  every  conceivable  detail 
has  been  studied  out,  and  the"  plans  adopted,  af- 
ter consultation  among  the  best  engineers  the  city 
has  been  able  to  secure^The  work  on  the  conduit  has 
been  laid  out  in  sections;  and  one  can  see  draw- 
ings of  the  particular  kind  of  stone  or  brick  or 
other  work  required  on  any  part  of  either  section. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  proposed  dams  and  stor- 
age reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  and  its  main  tribu- 
tary. Stony  Brook,  from  which  a  daily  supply  of 
forty  million  gallons  can  be  old  lined  in  a  dry  time. 
The  most  minute  derails  h::ve  all  been  perfected: 
drawings  have  been  made  of  tbe  character  and 
size  of  the  stone  requited  for  the  several  dams; 
the  work  of  preparing  the  several  reseivoirs, 
such  as  removing  vegetable  matter  and 
muck,  has  all  been  accurately  computed,"  and 
even  the  flow  lines  of  the  reservoirs  when 
full  hive  all  been  staked  out.  Any  one 
who  has  gone  over  the  ground  to  'obtain 
information  cannot  but  have  been  struck 
with  the  extent  to  which  these  preliminaries  have 
been  carried.  Every  conceivable  part  of  the  great 
work  has  been  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  the  ap- 
proximate cost  of  each  section  has  been  comput- 
ed, with  as  much  nearness  to  absolute  accuracy 
as  is  possible,  before  the  final  conti  acts  are  made. 
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There  is  then,  virtually,  nothing  to  be  estimated 
for.  Pass  this  order,  and  the  whole  work, 
or  as  much  of  it  as  is  most  press- 
ing, can  be  put  under  contract  at  once. 
And  let  me  say,  just  here,  that  there  is  one  esti- 
mate which  the  engineers  have  not  made,  and 
that  is  for  cleaning'  out  the  Sudbury  meadows, 
which  have  been  held  up  as  a  bugbear  to  preju- 
dice people  against  the  puritj  of  Sudbury  water. 
As  the  Sudbury  meadows  are'about  ten  miles  be- 
low the  point  wheie  the  water  will  be  taken, 
the  engineers  concluded  to  await  expli- 
cit instructions  before  grappling  with  that 
problem.  The  swamps  of  Sudbury  River, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  scheme,  are  a  fiction, 
invented  to  create  prejudice,  'there  is  only  one 
place  in  the  territory  'included  in  the  scheme 
which  can  be  called  a  swamp,  and  the  estimate  in- 
cludes tLe  expense  of  removing  all  the  brushwood 
and  impure  matter  from  that,  in  order  to  form  the 
largest  reservoir  of  the  series.  My  third  reason 
for  favoring  the  Sudburv scheme  is  that  it  appears 
to  meet  the  demands  for  a  large  supply  of  water 
for  along  time;  and  by  adopting  it  we  secure  the 
key  to  a  number  of  other  sourc<  s  which  can  easily 
be  made  to  supplement  the  Sudbury  when  the  fu- 
ture growth  of  the  city  shall  require  still  another 
supply. 

Mr.  "West  of  Ward  16—1  intend  to  give  my 
vote  for  the  Sudbury  Uiver  project,  and  I  desire 
to  give  a  few  reasons  which  occur  to  me  at  the 
present  time  why  I  do  so.  In  the  first  place, 
the  fact  that  the  Water  Board  and  Committee 
and  most  of  the  engineers  agree  tbat  it  U  the 
best  project,  has  great  influence  with  me. 
They  are  'men  who  should  know  their  business, 
if  they  do  not,  and  I  feel  like  deferring  very 
much  of  their  opinions.  Of  course  1  have  an 
opinion  upon  matters  with  which  I  am  entirely 
conversant,  and  in  such  cases' I  would  not  give 
way  to  their  views ;  but  in  matters  of  water  supply 
I  propose  to  rest  upon  the  views  of  those  who 
know  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  propose  to  give 
some  comparisons  between  the  Charles  and  Sud- 
bury, as  I  believe  all  the  discussions  have 
come  down  to  a  choice  between  tliese  two  sources. 
First  we  have  a  very  much  more  favorable  act  for 
the  Sudbury  than  we  could  ever  get  lor  the  Charles. 
Thrn  in  regard  to  storage  facilities,  it  is  shown 
bvtbis  medical  report  tliat  the  Sudbury  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  scheme ;  and  to  show  the 
necessity 'of  such  facilities,  for  the  information  of 
members  of  the  Council,  1  will  read  from  page  90 
of  that  report: 

"As  the  sanitary  question  is  paramount  to  all 
other  considerations,  no  scheme  involving  imper- 
fect storage  facilities  or  insuflici:  nt.  legislative 
protection  of  waters  should  be  adopted  from  mo- 
tives of  economy." 
Then,  turning  to  page  K),  they  say— 
"That  the  natural,  uneontaiuinateif  waters  of 
all  of  the  rivers  under  consideration  may,  by 
proper  storage,  be  made  sufficiently  pure  for  do- 
mestic use." 

If  water  is  sufficiently  pure  for  domestic  use, 
we  cannot  do  any  better,  though  of  course  we 
should  get  the  best  we  can. 

"But  in  order  to  render  them  nneontaminated, 
and  to  insure  their  future  purity,  all  existing 
sources  of  pollution  must  be  lemoved." 

l  was  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  12  say  the  storage  facilities  of  the  Sudbury 
were  insufficient,  when  the  medical  report  says 
they  are  unsurpassed  by  any  other  scheme,  there 
being  seven  large  reservoirs,  while  on  the  Charles 
we  must  be  content  with  one  of  great  extent,  of 
which  fourteen  feet  is  the  greatest  depth,  and  in 
any  contingency  of  having  to  draw  it  down  one- 
eighth  part  will  be  left  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  the  oozings  from  the  soil 
would  cause  it  to  be  contaminated.  The  Sudbury 
basins  are  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  drawn 
down  one  at  a  time,  and  the  danger  of  having 
all  of  them  contaminated  at  once  is  obviated. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  mill  dam- 
ages, which  I  propose  to  compare.  In  this 
document  I  see  there  are  thirty  mills  on 
the  Sudbury  agamsf  sixty-six  on  the  Charles, 
while  those  on  the  Charles  are  more  valuable. 
The  question  of  mill  damages  ran  be  settled  in 
this  way:  I  have  no  doubt  the  eitv  of  Boston  can 
buy  every  mill  on  the  Sudbury  Uiver  for  S3ul),0uU, 
land  and  al'.  Then  this  report  refers  to  the  ques- 
tion of  future  contamination  of  the  waters.  The 
Sudbury  basin  is  far  from  a  railroad,  and  is  not 
likely  to  become  thickly  settled,  and  it  is  likely 
that  after  the  city  takes  the  water  the  river  will 
he  avoided  by  mill  owners.    Then  there  is  another 
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question,  which,  however,  does  not  bear  upon  the 
men  its  of  the  question.  I  think  this  City  Council 
should  settle  this  question.  I  desire  to  go  upon 
the  record.  I  have  listened  to  all  the  discussions 
attentively,  and  have  been  perfectly  willing  to 
hear  everything  discussed  in  a  fair  spirit,  and  I 
have  not  seen  anything  to  change  my  mind.  We 
have  obtained  a  great  deal  of  information,  but  it 
has  finally  come  clearly  down  to  where  we  started 
from  originally,— either  the  Sudbury  or  Chatles,— 
and  so  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  no  reason tc  change 
my  mind  about  the  Sudbury.  It  is  not  a  pet 
scheme  of  mine.  If  I  was  satisfied  that 
Cltarles  River  is  the  best  I  would  vote  for  it.  I  do 
not  believe  any  scheme  is  urged  here  as  a  pet  pro- 
ject aside  from  the  interest  of  the  city.  I  hope 
the  Council  will,  at  the  proper  time,  come  to  a 
vote  and  settle  this  question. 

Mr.  "Warren  of  "Ward  12—1  would  like  to  answer 
one  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16.  He 
savs  the  storage  reservoirs  on  the  Sudbury  are  su- 
pe'iior  to  the  Charles.  Now.  the  proportion  of 
shallow  water  in  the  Sudbury  is  nearly 
three  times  that  in  the  Charles,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  area  of  the  reservoirs.  In 
regard  to  mill  damages,  he  says  jou  can  buy 
everv  mill  on  the  river  for  S300,000.  You  cannot 
buy  the  first  mill  on  that  stream  for  that.  The 
damage  you  cause  is  by  taking  power  away  from 
them,  and  it  will  be  worth  more  than  the  land  and 
mill.  So  far  as  storage  is  coucerned,  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  vegetation  will  not  grow  in  water  deep- 
er than  live  feet,  and  I  believe  it  is  arranged  and 
figured  out  that  there  ate  i!50  acres,  I  think,  on  the 
Charles  which  are  live  feet  deep.  But  somehow 
they  have  never  surveyed  the  Sudbury  basins,  or 
at  any  rate  thev  never'have  dared  to  bring  them 
forward;  for  hi  Whitehall  Pond  alone,  1  have  no 
doubt,  there  is  more  shallow  water  than  there  is 
in  the  Charles  River  basin. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 
attempt  to  state,  as  briefly 
reasons  which  have  led  me 
for  Sudbury  River  tonight. 

first place,  that  it  is  \  cry  important  tbat  the  city 
of  Boston  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  possess  au 
abundant  supply  of  water.  The  fact  thai,  a  water 
famine  is  imminent  is  apparent  to  everybody; 
something  needs  to  be  done-abont  tnat  very  soon. 
The  necessity  for  an  abundant  supply  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  cPv,  and  to  meet  the  demands  of  man- 
ufacturers, must,  it  seems  to  me,  be  apparent 
to  all.  It  is  important  that  we  should 
be  able  to  supply  water  to  eveiybody  who 
wants  it  for  all  sorts  of  manufacturing  ami  legiti- 
mate purposes.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  in 
the  first  place,  the  old  saying,  "a  bird 
in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush," 
is  applicable  to  the  present  case.  We 
have  the  Sudbury  substantially  within  our  reach. 
We  can  secure  it  at  the  present  moment.  There 
is  another  scheme  winch  some  of  us  think  is  bet- 
ter, but  perhaps  we  cannot  get  it;  and  while  we 
are  spending  our  time  trying  to  get,  it,  the  first 
one  may  be  taken  away.  If  we  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature it  would  not  grant  us  an  art  for  the  Charles 
without  repealing  the  act  for  taking  the  Sudbury, 
and  if  they  should  grant  us  the  ('hailed  it  may  be 
under  very  onerous  conditions,  and  six  months 
from  now'  we  may  find  the  Sudbury  gone  and 
have  the  right  to  take  the  Charles  under  very  oner- 
ous conditions,  and  even  then  we  might,  have  to  go 
for  the  Sudbury  again  with  so  much  time  lost.  The 
aqueduct  from  Lake  Cochituate  cannot  hold  out 
many  years  longer.  Every  da.y  we  delay  we 
increase  the  danger  or  that  aqueduct  giving  out 
before  we  get  another  supply,  for  those  reasons, 
it  seems  to  me  very  important  that  we  should  take 
the  supply  we  can' get,  arid  not  wait  to  secure  that 
winch  some  of  us  think  better.  The  question 
whether  we  should  take  the  Charles  or  Sudbury  is 
very  complicated,  and  has  embarrassed  my  mind 
a  great  deal ;  but,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
said,  most  all  the  officials  who  have  marie  this 
ubject  a  study  have  said  hat  the  Sudbury  is 
the  better  scheme.  I  may  mention  that  the 
ast  presidents  of  the  Water  Board,  without  an 
exception,  I  believe,  approve  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  anil  urge  its  adoption,  including  such 
men  aw  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  (Jiis  Noi cross,  John 
H.  Thormline,  and  others.  It  seems  to  me  their 
opinion  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  us.  But 
so  far  as!  can  judge  of  the  two  sch-nies,  in  my 
own  mind— ami  1  admit,  that  my  opinion  is  not 
very  valuahh — I  an.  inclined  to  the  belief  that  if 
both  the  schemes  w,-,e  before  us  on  an  equal  basis 
I  should  prefer  the  Sudbury,  ft  has  been  objected 
to  as  expensive;  but  Ibelieveit  will  be  found  that 


DECEMBER      23,       1874 


728 


the  Charles  is  the  more  expensive  scheme.  To  com- 
pare them  i:ia  general  way,  you  have  an  aqueduct  a 
few  miles  shorter,  on  the  Charles,  and  you  gain 
something  there;  but  instead  of  the  few  miles 
of  aqueduct  you  have  to  substitute  pumping 
and  continue  that  expense  forever,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  expense  of  pumping 
must'  offset  the  few  miles  of  aqueduct. 
Then  the  question  of  mill  damages  is  very 
complicated,  and  very  few  have  attempted 
to  express  a  definite  opinion  on  the  subject ; 
hut  I  believe  the  mill  damages  on  tie  Charles  will 
be  greater  than  on  the  Sudbury,  unless  some  such 
scheme  is  adopted  as  that -uggested  by  the  gentle  - 
man  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Peabody].  that  we  pay  for 
such  water  as  we  take.  But  I  believe  that  mill  dam- 
ages cannot  be  settled  for  in  that  way,  and  I  have 
consulted  with  people  who  ought  to  know  about  it, 
and  they  agree  with  me  that  it  i.-  impracticable. 
We  mus't  do  as  we  do  with  the  Sudbury— take  all 
the  water  and  pay  for  it  all ;  and  if  we  do  that  the 
mill  damages  on" the  Charles  will  be  the  greater. 
Then  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  pollution  of 
the  water ;  the  point  seems  to  be  that  t  he  p  hysicians 
say  that  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  better  for 
the  Sudbury.  It  is  a  very  problematical  matter 
to  determine  what  is  going  to  be  done  in  the  fu- 
ture. The  Sudbury  is  better  off  toJay,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
it  will  continue  to  be  so.  At  any  rate,  the  Charles 
has  within  its  drainage  area  a  much  larger 
number  of  people,  and  of  factories  pouring  out 
filth  which  must  be  taken  care  of.  Now  if 
we  are  going  to  take  care  of  a  drainage 
area  of  twice  the  size  of  that  of  the  Sud- 
bury, and  spend  money  in  taking  care  of  the 
refuse  from  the  factories  of  the  larger  drainage 
area,  then  we  have  plainly  got  to  incur  a  greater 
expense  on  the  Charles,— and  I  believe  all  admit 
that  is  an  important  item  of  the  expense.  We  have 
in  the  Charles  twice  as  many  factories,  a  much 
larger  drainage  area,  more  sewage  and  filth,  and 
there  will  necessarily  be  a  much  larger  expense 
in  that  respect.  And,  moreover,  the  medical  com- 
mission, in  their  report,  "ay  that  they  are  una- 
able  to  suggest  any  way  in  which  the  sew- 
age can  be  diverted  from  the  Charles :  so  that  it  will 
be  less  desirable  on  that  account  than  the  Sud- 
bury, from  which  the  sewage  can  be  diverted. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  am  prepared 
tonight,  without  further  delay,  to  vote  to  take  the 
water  of  the  Sudbury  River,  and  have  the  question 
settled  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Bearce  of  Ward  11— Last  summer,  when  the 
Sudbury  River  scheme  was  being  pressed  to  a 
vote,  the  order  for  a  commission  of  physicians 
was  offered;  and  at  that  time  I  took  occasion  to 
make  a  lew  remarks  on  the  sanitary  side  of  the 


now  before  us,  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  the  most 
interesting  and  important  document  we  have  had 
upon  the  subject  of  water.  It  is  well  settled  that 
a-  community  that  is  intelligent  and  cleanly  is 
more  healthy  than  one  with  the  opposite  condi- 
tions. I  think  Boston  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  city  in  this  country  in  these  respects; 
hut  the  health  reports  of  the  city  are 
such  as  to  be  the  subjects  of  remark  in 
Europe,  for  according  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  [Mr.  Boar  dm  an],  an  English  authority, 
who  in  discussing  the  relative  healthiness  of  hard 
and  soft  water,  said,  "In  towns  where  soft  water 
was  used  diarrhoea  prevailed  as  a  chronic  com- 
plaint, and  in  other  countries  also  this  is  the  case. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Netherlands,  or  the 
city  of  Boston,  United  States  :  the  latter  de- 
rives its  water  supply  from  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  condition  at  the  present  mo- 
ment." And  the  City  Registrar  in  his  report 
of  1872  speaks  of  the  death  rate  as  appalling. 
Now  this  extraordinary  death  rate  must  proceed 
from  some  special  cause.  The  English  authority- 
quoted  evidently  considered  impure  water  as  the 
cause.  From  some  facts  drawn  from  the  phy- 
sicians' report,  I  fear  that  impure  water  is  the 
principal  cause..  The  report  of  the  physicians  is  a 
step  and  only  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  In  my 
judgment  the  same  commission,  or  another, 
should  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  bearing  of 
water,  sewerage,  or  any  other  thing  that  can  pos- 
sibly affect  the  public  health,  so  that  the 
Government  may  know,  so  far  as  human  in- 
telligence can  Icdow,  to  what  extent  water  or 
the  method  of  conveying  it  affects  the  health  of 
the  community,  before  deciding  upon  a  permanent 
simply.    I  speak  of  the  manner  of  conveying  it 


because  I  can  conceive  tl  at  water  that  is  pure  at 
its  source  may  be  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  brought  to  the  city.  I  re- 
fer to  the  proposed  manner  of  constructing  stor- 
age basins,  pipes  containing  dead  fish,  etc.  The 
report  of  the  medical  commission  [page  17],  men- 
tions an  instance  of  a  violent  type  of  scarlet  fe/er 
associated  with  drinking  water  from  a  tank  in 
which  herring  in  a  state  of  decomposition  were 
found.  It  is  well  known  that  fish  get 
into  the  water  pipes  and  die  there.  In  my  own 
house  I  have  found  fragments  of  fish  in  the  wash- 
bowls, that  came  through  the  pipes:  and  I  have 
heard  of  instances  of  the  water  being  stopped  by 
fish.  Now  what  effect  do  the-e  tlead  lish  have  on 
health?  Can  any  means  be  devised  to  prevent  their 
entering  the  water  pipes?  It  seems  to  me  that 
these  are  questions  worthy  of  consideration. 
And  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  opinion 
of  a  competent  commission  upon  the  propriety  of 
taking  water  from  a  source  so  small  that  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  greater  part  must  be  used ;  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  for  sanitary  rea- 
sons to  take  water  from  a  source  so  large  that  in 
no  case  more  than  a  small  part  would  be  required. 
For  it  is  evident  that  the  larger  the  source  the  less 
the  danger  of  pollution  ;  for  what  would  be  fatal 
in  asmall  quantity  oi  water  would  be  comparatively 
harmless  in  a  larger:  as  for  instance  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  sugar  is  t-asily  perceived  in  a  glass  of  water, 
but  is  lost  in  a  gallon.  And  also  to  determine  the 
effect  on  health  of  water  taken  from  storage 
basins  made  by  overflowing  low  and  marshy 
places  without  lemoving  the  decayed  vegetation. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  '[Mr.  Peabody] 
told 'us  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
that  he  had  the  opinion  of  excellent  engi- 
neers, that  the  time  will  soon  cone  when 
we  can  no  longer  drink  the  Mystic  supply; 
referring.  1  suppose, to  die  danger  from  sewage. 
And  the  question  arises  in  my  mind  whether  the 
same  objection  might  not  apply  to  the  Sudbury 
and  Charles  rivers;  certainly  the  physicians' re- 
port does  indicate  danger  from  sewage  in  both 
or  these  regions.  At  the  present  the  hands  of  the 
water  authorities  are  tied:  contingencies  are  lia- 
ble to  arise  at  any  moment  that  will  demand 
prompt  action.  I  believe  the  Water  Board  and 
Water  Committee  are  composed  of  intelligent 
and  conscientious  men,  all  of  whom  have  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  at  heart,.  And  for  my- 
self 1  prefer  so  put  the  lesponsibility  on  them 
rather  than  to  have  the  matter  go  over  to  a  new 
Government,  to  the  larger  part  of  which  the  sub- 
ject will  be  new.  If  the  result  of  our  vote  should 
be  in  the  affirmative.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
water  authorities  will  be  obliged  to  take  the  Sud- 
bury immediately.  But  if  it  can  be  shown  to 
them  that  Charles  River  has  superior  advantages, 
they  will  be  at  liberty  to  ask  for  authority  to  take 
it.  And  if  on  further  investigation,  for  'sanitary 
reasons,  tney  should  conclude  to  drop  both  the  Sud- 
bury and  the  Charles,  and  take  water  f  r"nr  a  source 
much  larger,  which  may  prove  the  best  thing  to 
do,  they  will  be  at  liberty  to  ask  for  the  auttioi  in- 
to do  this  also.  I  prefer  to  put  the  responsibility 
of  all  these  questions  on  them,  believing  that 
when  they  have  the  authority  they  will  uot  act 
hastily  in  the  matter.  But  whichever  way  the 
question  may  be  decided  tonight,  I  hope  we 
shall  have  a  commission  to  investigate  thor- 
oughly the  causes  of  the  unsatisfactory  state 
of  health  in  the  city;  so  that  in  the  improve- 
ments of  the  future  the  question  of  health  may 
have  the  consideration  its  great  importance  de- 
serves. And,  without  some  obstacle  arises  that  I 
do  not  perceive  at  present,  before  the  close  of  the 
year  I  shall  oiler  an  order  for  such  a  commission, 
and  hope  it  will  meet  with  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  rise  to  speak 
upon  the  question,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
last  gentleman  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  take  the  water.  If  this  older  passes  they 
will  take  the  water;  it  will  not  be  referred  to  the 
Water  Board. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Dean,  the  President  read 
the  order. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  must  be  admitted 
that  we  seem  to  be  appro  ching  a  water  famine, 
which  may  make  it  neecssaiy  to  take  the  Sudbuiv. 
regardless  of  the  general  merits  of  the  scheme. 
But  we  are  not  quite  there  yet.  The  water  m  the 
lake  stands  now  about  a  foot  higher  than  it  stood 
in  February,  1871 ;  so  that  whatever  we  may  be 
obliged  to  do  a  fortnight  hence,  we  can  consider 
the  scheme  tonight, on  its  merits, as  regards  quan- 
tity,, quality  and  cost.    The  drainage  area  of  the 
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Sudbury  is  seventy-eight  square  miles;  that  of 
the  Charles  at  Natick  is  155  and  at  Newton 
210  square  miles;  so  that  the  superiority 
of  the  Charles  in  quantity  is  enormous. 
As  to  quality,  the  medical  commission,  in  the 
very  able  report  just  brought  in,  shows  that  each 
river  has  its  advantages  and  its  disadvantages, 
but  after  carefully  weighing  all  the  pros  and  cons 
they  give  a  slight'  preference  to  the  Charles,  pro- 
vided the  necessary  legislation  can  be  secured. 
The  river  we  take  must  lie  protected  at  great  ex- 
pense, and  it  seems  to  me  wiser  to  put  the  ex- 
pense on  the  river  that  runs  through  our  suburbs, 
and  close  to  our  city,  than  on  a  river  which  runs 
elsewhere,  leaving  our  own  river  to  grow  filthy. 
In  speaking  of  the  cost  of  mill  damages,  let  me 
assume  that  we  get  a  right  to  take  40,000,00(1  gal- 
lons a  day  from  the  Charles,  with  the  condition 
that  the  daily  flow  of  the  river  shall  never  be  less 
than  30,000,000  gallons,  or  so  many  gallons  that  all 
the  machinery  now  in  the  river  can  be  made  to 
run  as  many  days  in  the  year  as  before. 

I  don't  expect  that  this  will  avoid 
mill  damages,  but  it  seems  to  me  safer 
to  go  to  a  jury,  where  we  can  show  that  we 
have  doi  e  no  real  injury,  than  where  we  must  ad- 
mit that  we  have  done  injury.  Then  the  40,oon,noo 
on  the  Sudbury  falls  145  feet,  while  that  on  the 
Charles  falls  from  Natick  107,  making  only  about 
three-quarters  as  much  mill  power.  The  Sudbury 
water  is  used  by  104  wiieels,  some  of  which  are 
connected  with  enormous  factories,  while  the 
Charles  is  used  by  73  wheels.  All  these  considera- 
tions lead  me  to  believe  that  the  mill  damages  on 
the  Charles  will  probably  be  about  half  as  much 
as  on  the  Sudbury.  As  to  cost  ot  construction. 
the  estimates  for  each  river  are  about  five  million 
dollars.  But  that  for  the  Charles  provides  at 
once  for  a  supply  of  fifty  million  gallons. 

I  see  no  need  of  paying  for  any  such  sup- 
ply at  this  time.  Five  to  ten  million  gallons 
cover  all  our  needs  for  ten  years  or  so,  and 
lam  confident  that  supply  can'  lie  provided  at  a 
cost  much  below  the  estimates  submitted  to  us. 
Against  this  we  must  set  the  cost  of  pumping, 
which  would  probably  be  SI 5,000  to  S2o,000  a  year 
for  the  next  ten  years,  a  mere  trifle  in  an  enter- 
prise of  this  magnitude.  It  might  be  worth  con- 
sidering whether  the  surplus  water  which  we  send 
past  our  dam  and  down  the  river  could  do  our 
pumping.  I  admit  that  there  is  doubt  about  get- 
ting satisfactory  legislation,  but  it  seems  to  me 
our  duty  to  try,  and  1  believe  in  the  old  motto, 
"where  there ''s  a  will  there's  a  way."  And  the 
peojile  understand  these  matters  better  than  they 
did  two  years  ago,  I  regret  to  differ  with  many 
esteemed  friends  in  the  City  Government,  but 
these  convictions  force  me  to  vote  against  the 
order. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  0— My  colleague  [Mr.  Pea- 
body]  and  myself  take  opposite  views  upon  this 
question  and  there  is  no  subject  before  the  Com- 
mon Council  that  I  approach  with  more  sober 
earnestness  i  ban  the  one  we  are  considering  to- 
night. My  colleague  has  a  theory,  which  I  am 
justified  in  saying  is  his  own,  that  we  can  get  the 
legislative  right  to  take  such  a  quantity  of  water 
from  Charles  River  as  we  need  for  immediate  use, 
paying  only  for  that  quantity,  then  taking  a  larger 
supply  in  the  future  when  needed,  and  paying  for 
that  larircr  quantity  at  that  time.  "I  do  not  think 
that  he  has  demonstrated  that  this  is  practicable, 
although  it  looks  to  him  as  reasonable.  I  under- 
stand from  those  who  have  had  large  experi- 
ence in  such  matters  that  that  is  not  feasi- 
ble, and  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  reference 
to  his  theory.  In  reference  to  the  whole  question 
we  have  these  considerations,  each  of  which  is 
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istty,  we  have  the  report  of  the  niedi- 
on,  which  is  the  most  satisfactory  of 
nost.  exhaustive  and  clearest  in  re'fer- 
lints  under  consideration.  Now,  sir,  m 
he  cost.  Our  estimates  given  liythcOity 
that  the  Sudbury  scheme  would  cost 
S5,50o,ouo.  At  first  we  had  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  Charles  River  taken  from  Newton  Upper 
Falls  at  $3,000,000;  but  it  has  since  been  demon- 
strated to  be  impracticable,  and  now  they  propose 
to  go  to  South  Natick  at  $4,000,000.  with  'the  addi- 
tional on  I  lay  ol  pumping,  adding  another  million 
to  the  actual  cost.  That,  however,  should  not 
settle  the  question  that  the  Charles  River  is  not 
the   better   one  of    the   two,   because  we    have 


two  other  considerations,  quality  and  quan- 
tity, of  equal  importance.  There  is  every 
reason  why  the  city  of  Boston  should  look 
to  the  future  with  reference  to  quantity 
We  are  not  expecting  to  build  works  to  bring 
an  unlimited  quantity  of  water  to  Boston.  We 
would  not  be  required  to  bring  a  daily  supply  of 
two  huuored  million  gallons,  even  if  we  had  such 
a  supply.  There  is  a  limit  to  which  we  should  go. 
I  think  the  population  now  receiving  a  supply  from 
the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  is  not  far  from  three 
hundred  thousand  people.  We  havs  already 
passed  votes  to  do  that  for  the  Mystic,  which  will 
give  us  a  supply  of  thirty-  three  miliion  gallons  daily 
from  those  two  sources.  If  we  go  to  the  Sudbury 
we  shall  get  forty  millions,  which  makes  seventy- 
three  millions  from  those  three  sources  that 
the  city  of  Boston  would  receive  in  a  dry 
season,  and  a  much  greater  quantity  in  or- 
dinary seasons,  but  we  take  the  min- 
imum supply.  That  would  supply  a  population  of 
1,200.000  people  with  sixty  gallons  per  day  e;.ch, 
and  there  is  no  probability" of  these  sources  being 
required  to  accommodate  more  than  that  num- 
ber. Looking  as  far  ahead  as  we  can,  we  cannot 
foresee  the  need  of  a  larger  supply  than  that.  The 
scheme  we  have  today  will  supply  that  population 
to  <he  extent  cf  sixty  gallons  per  day.  Now,  sir, 
is  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  long  before  we  have 
1,200,000  people  occupying  this  territory  the  sup- 
ply of  water  per  individual  will  be  greatly  de- 
creased from  sixty  gallons  by  such  regulations 
and  improvements' as  shall  prevent  waste?  We  ad- 
mit that  it  is  proven  that  one-quarter  of  our  sup- 
ply, is  wasted.  Supposing  this  to  be  true,  this 
73,1100.000  gallons,  when  the  waste  is  properly  lim- 
ited, would  supply  1,500,1100  people.  It  is  reasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  that  supply  can  be  made  to 
extend  to  a  much  lamer  number  of  persons  than 
that;  but  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  the  supply  of 
the  Sudbury,  .Mystic  and  Oochiluato  will  furnish 
a  supply  for  a  population  of  1,500,000  people.  Now, 
1  would  inquire  if  it  were  possible  to  get  any  more 
than  that  would  be  justified  in  building  a  scheme 
of  works  of  greater  magnitude  than  are  neces- 
sary to  supply  that  number  of  peopls?  So 
much  for  quantity.  In  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion of  quality,  I  am  satisfied  to  take  the 
authority  of  those  from  whom  we  have  received 
official  reports,  and  stand  by  them,  particularly 
that  of  the  medical  commission  which  has  iust 
come  to  hand.  They  have  presented  some  con- 
elusions  in  regard  to  quality,  to  which  I  shall  re- 
fer. First,  in  refeience  to  storage.  The  Sudbury 
has  advantages  over  the  Charles  by  providing  a 
number  of  ba-ins,  while  the  Charles  has  but  one 
large  one,  and  that  of  less  .  depth  than  those 
on  the  Sudbury,  the  medical  commission  giv- 
ing the  Sudbury  basins  the  decided  prefer- 
ence on  sanitary  grounds.  They  clearly 
state  that  in  the  Sudbury  basin,  the  various 
towns  that  now  have  sewage,  can  be  provided  for 
in  each  individual  case  by  diverting  it  from  the 
Sudbury.  That  will  be  found  upon  page  42  of  the 
report,  in  which  you  will  find  that  every  town 
upon  the  river  can  lie  provided  for  by  diverting  the 
sewage  from  the  Sudbury.  Also  with  reference 
to  the  Charles,  on  page  48,  they  find  that 
the  questions  with  reference  to  diverting  the  sew- 
age are  not  easily  answered— that  is  to  say,  ihey 
do  not  understand  how  the  sewage  of  the 
Charles  can  be  diverted  from  that  basin,  but  they 
satisfactorily  explain  how  it  can  be  from  the  Sud- 
bury. They  further  give  some  attention  to  the 
color,  but  that  is  of  no  account  whatever,  for  the 
color  does  not  allect  the  quality.  In  reference  to 
analyses,  opportunities  for  storage,  and  in  risk  of 
contamination,  present  and  future,  the  Sudbury 
takes  precedence  over  the  Charles.  Now  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  with  reference 
to  the  future  liability  to  pollution.  For  the  pres- 
ent, they  inform  us  that  the  Sudbury  takes 
precedence  over  the  Charles.  They  say  that 
if  manufacturing  increases  in  the  future,  the  dif- 
fieulties  will  be  greater  on  the  Sudbury  than   on 

the  Charles.  Hut  mind  von,  gentlemen,  if  we  take 
the  Sudbury,   manufacturing    will    not  increase 

upon  a  ;  iceaiii  which  is  controlled    by    the  city    of 
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Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— In  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
N.  J.  Bradlee,  before  the  legislative  Committee  on 
Mercantile  Affairs,  on  Feb.  23, 1872,  he  stated,  as 
reported  in  the  papers  at  that  time,  that  the  water 
in  the  lake  stood  two  feet  two  inches  above  the 
water  in  the  conduit.  I  was  informed  at  the 
"Water  Registrar's  office  this  morning  that  the 
depth  was  three  feet  eleven  inches,  making  one 
foot  eleven  inches  difference.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  good  reasons   for  correcting  me. 

Mr.  Hunnewefl  —  I  took  occasion  to  look  into 
the  Engineer's  office,  and  have  stated  it  according 
to  his  authority.  If  I  am  wrong,  perhaps  some 
member  of  the'  Water  Board  «  ill  set  me  rigirt. 

.Mr.  Peabady  of  Ward  <)— My  friends  inform  me 
that  I  said  Feburary  1872,  instead  of  February, 
1871. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  desire  to  make  myself 
fully  understood  with  reference  to  the  point  that 
I  make,  that  should  the  city  of  Boston  take  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River,  and  hold  control  of  it, 
manufacturing  would  not  of  course  increase  in 
that  valley.  If  the  manufacturing  would  not  in- 
crease in  that  valley,  manufacturing  refuse  or 
sewage  would  not  increase  in  the  Valley.  If 
manufacturing  did  not  increase,  a  dense  popula- 
tion would  not  centre  in  that  valley,  and  therefore 
sewage  from  population  would  not  increase  there 
in  the  future.  It  is  literally  true  that  if 
you  take  the  past,  as  a  criterion  the  popu- 
lation might  be  greater  on  the  Sudbury  than  on 
the  Charles.  But  remember  that  circumstances 
change  the  moment  the  city  of  Boston  takes  the 
Sudbury  water,  and,  the  circumstances  having 
changed,  consequently  you  have  not  the  same 
chance  of  an  increased  sewage.  Of  course,  that 
point  is  not  taken  up  by  the  commission.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  unfair  statement,  but  I  think 
this  suggestion  will  commend  itself  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  Council.  Now,  sir,  in  reference 
to  the  danger  of  today.  We  are  supplied  by 
paniping  from  Lake  Cochicuate  by  machinery 
not  made  for  such  work.  The  pumps  are  liable, 
to  break  down  in  an  hour,  are  protected  by 
a  cheap  wooden  building  liable  to  take  fire  at  any 
time,  which  would  cause  damage  and  delay  to 
the  pumps.  The  water  of  the  lake  is  run  so  low 
that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  taken  from  only  one 
reservoir  of  the  lake,  instead  of  from  several  con- 
nected, and  we  shall  soon  reach  a  point  when  the 
pumps  will  fail  to  give  us  a  supply.  The  Water 
Board  must  cut  off  the  supply  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  throwing  thousands  of  our  citizens  out 
of  employment.  That  is  the  condition  today  and 
we  cannot  ignore  it.  I  do  not  uesire  the  Ccun'cil  to 
vote  today  for  the  Sudbury  scheme,  except  with 
reference  to  the  various  considerations  of  the 
quality,  quantity  and  cost,  all  of  which  I  think 
are  m  favor  of  the  Sudbury  furnishing  a  supply 
for  a  populaton  of  not  less"  than  1.500,000  people, 
and  we  are  not  justified  in  building  a  scheme  of 
works  to  supply  a  population  larger  than  that. 
Therefore,  it  we  could  obtain  a  supply  of  two 
hundred  million  gallons  a  day,  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  building  a  scheme  of  works  for  it. 
One  million  five  hundred  thousand  population  is 
enough  for  us  to  look  forward  to  to  supply.  Pass 
this  order  and  the  Water  Board  will  have  the 
power  to  turn  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  into  Lake 
Cochituate  at  ome,  relieving  all  anxiety  both  for 
the  present  and  the  future.  Refuse  to  pass  it  and 
we  have  no  relief  except  throua.li  an  immediate 
and  abundant  supply  of  rain.  It  is  too  great  a 
risk  to  wait  for  the  Legislature  to  decide  whether 
we  can  have  a  supply  from  the  Charle.-  even  if  de- 
sired. Not  before  late  in  the  spring  would  their 
approval,  if  at  all,  be  obtained,  and  then  it  must 
come  here  again  for  another  government  to  act 
upon  with  opinions  much  more  likely  to  be  divided 
than  should  ours  be  tonight,  after  long  considera- 
tion of  this  scheme,  which  was  supposed  to  have 
been  accepted  nearly  two  years  ago  without  scarce- 
ly a  dissenting  vote.  Such  unanimity  cannot  be 
expected  by  another  Council,  and  let  us  not  take 
the  responsibility  of  its  failure  tonight. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21— This  question  of  a  supply 
of  water  from  Sudbury  Kiver  and  Farm  Pond  has 
now  been  before  the  Council  many  months.  The 
Committee  on  Water,  placed  in  a  'somewhat  em- 
barrassing position  in  consequence  of  the  multi- 
plicity of  orders  for  investigation  into  other 
sources  of  supply,  have  done  little  more  than  sit 
quiet,  point  to  the  evidence  in  favor  of  their  or- 
der, and  declare,  as  they  have  done  repeatedly, that 
they  were  not  committed  to  any  particular  scheme, 
but  would  favor  any  one  that  should  prove  better 
than  the  one  submitted,  At  a  very  large  expense 
the  various  orders  and  inquiries'  have  been   an- 


il, and  we  have  the  answers  before  us.  If 
any  subject  ever  was'inve-tigatod.  that  of  a  supply 
of  water  within  fifty  miles  of  Boston  would  seem 
to  have  had  thorough  treatment,  and  the  result,  at 
least,  is  much  new  and  valuable  infinmation  on 
the  general  question.  The  question  of  a  source  of 
supply  seems  finally  to  ile  between  the  Sudbury 
and  Charles  riveis.  It  has  always  been  conceded, 
and  it  is  conceded  today,  that  if  the  requisite  legis- 
lative authority  could  be  obtained,  Mother  things 
being  equal,  the  Charles  has  rather  the  strongest 
claim  to  consideration ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  authority  was  sought  zealously 
three  years  ago,  and  the  opposition  to  granting  it 
was  so  great  that  the  effort  was  abandoned, 
and  the  right  to  take  Sudbury  River  was 
accepted  in  its  stead.  The  point  of  our 
having  this  right  is  an  important  one ;  and 
will  have  an  important  bearing  upon  any 
petition  for  the  further  taking  of  water  that 
may  be  urged  the  coming  legislative  session,— and 
if  three  years  ago  our  petition  was  resisted,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  in  the  face  of  the  experiences  of 
short  supplies  of  water  and  the  question  of  purity 
and  sewerage  that  are  exciting  such  general  at- 
tention, that  the  opposition  will  be  more  formida- 
ble than  ever  before  ?  The  points  of  comparison  be- 
tween the  two  sources  are,  of  course,  cost,  purity 
and  adequate  supply.  The  gentlennn  from  Ward 
13  [Mi'.  Train],  at  the  last  meeting,  gave  us  some 
statements  in  regard  to  the  first  and  last  of  these 
items.  I  think  his  views  are  sound,  and  that  in 
matters  of  construction  h6  puts  the  cost  within 
bounds,  and  the  result  of  my  own  observation  and 
inquiry  is,  to  agree  with  him  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  wild  assertions  we  have  heard 
as  to  the  item  for  mill  damages.  As  to  purity  of 
the  two  waters,  we  have  the  report  of  the  medical 
commission  before  us,  and  the  result  may  be 
stated  in  a  very  few  words.  The  gist  of  it  is,' that 
as  matters  stand  today,  the  Sudbury  is  purer  than 
the  Charles,  has  much  the  best  facilities  for  stor- 
age, but  so  far  as  the  future  is  concerneel,  there 
will  be  less  growth  of  population  and  manufac- 
tures on  the  Charles,  and  consequently  less  dan- 
ger of  contamination  of  its  waters.  But  the  report 
says,  also,  that  there  are  towns  in  the  valley  of 
the  Charles,  whose  sewage  cannot  be  diverted  inro 
other  valleys,  except  at  great  cost.  The  com- 
parative growth  of  the  two  valleys  is  of  course 
a  matter  of  opinion,  and  the  views  of  the 
commission  may  or  may  not  prove  correct.  I  re- 
fer to  pages  41.  49,  (js  and  92  of  the  report,  as  bear- 
ing on  matters  of  interest  m  these  respects.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  we  can  buy  up  today  every  ob- 
jectionable dam  on  the  Sudbury  for  a  reasonable 
sum,  and  thus  control  the  future  manufactures  of 
the  valley.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Pea- 
body]  has  urged  his  views  with  great  fairness  in 
relation  to  the  Charles,  aim  he  seems  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  the  uecessaty  legislative  authority 
may  be  yet  obtained  for  liis  method  of  taking; 
which  I  understand  to  be  this:  He  proposes,  by 
storage  basins,  to  compensate  the  mill  owners  iii 
a  dry  time  for  what  is  tauen  from  them  in  a  time 
of  abundance;  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  shall 
be  only  a  partial  taking  of  the  water.  I  suopo-e 
the  gentleman  is  aware  that  this  is  no  new  idea, 
although  he  believes  it  to  be  one  of  so  much  merit 
that  it  is  worthy  of  vigorous  effort  to  obtain. 

When  the  Sudbury  River  bill  was  before  the 
Legislature  Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  anxious  to 
insert  a  clause  permitting  Boston  to  buird  storage 
basins  on  the  Assabet  and  Sudbury,  to  store  water 
tor  the  use  of  mill  owners  damaged  by  the  taking 
of  the  Sudbury,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
city  would  build  such  basins  if  the  mill  owners 
would  accept  the  water  from  them  as  compensa- 
tion, and  in  lieu  of  money  damages.  This  matter 
was  urged  bv  Mr.  Butler  before  the  legislative 
committee,  but  was  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  Legislature  could  not  grant  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  to  Boston  to  seize 
lands  to  b?  used  as  a  means  of  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  the  acts  of  the  city.  Our  City 
Solicitor,  Mr.  Healy,  has  decided  that  if  Boston 
goes  to  a  river  for  a  supply  of  water,  she  will 
s  for  the  full 
•  at  the  point  of 
taking;  and  further,  that  parties  damaged  are 
entitled  to  compensation  in  money,  and  no  act  of 
the  Legislature  can  compel  them' to  accept  any 
other  mode  of  compensation.  Another  way  of 
stating  the  case  is,  that  during  spring,  or  in'wet 
times,  a  large  amount  of  water  runs  to  waste, 
which  does  no  good  to  any  one— in  fact,  sonic- 
times  does  great  harm— and  if  this  surplus  can  be 
held  back  in  basins,  the  damages  tr.  mills  below 
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will  be  merely  nominal,  as.  the  ordinary  flow  of 
the  river  is  not  interfered  with,  but  only  the  ex- 
traordinary. But,  in  practice,  such  basin's  cannot 
be  built,  because  they  must  be  built  on  the  river 
and  tributaries,  and  thus  they  will  interfere  with 
the  ordinary  How  and  create  damage;  If  the 
natural  flow  is  just  about  the  quantity  used  by 
the  city,  it  is  evident  that  1  lie  flow  would  be  stop'- 
ped.  If  the  answer  is, let  the  amount  run  tnrough 
the  basin  into  the  river,  then  we  are  back  again 
to  the  doctrine  of  compensatioi  ,  before  noticed, 
if  basins  could  lie  constructed  outside  the  valley 
of  the  Charles  now,  this  plan  might  be  carried  out, 
though  it  seems  doubtful  if  the  right  to  create 
them  f or  the  purpose  of  avoiding  damages  could 
be  granted.  When  Boston  took  Lake  Coehituate 
two  storage  basins  were  built— one  at  Hopkinton 
the  other  at  Marlborough— to  compensate  mill 
owners  on  Concord  River.  A  suit  for  damages 
was  brought,  and   the   city  was   not   allowed'  to 

E lead  the  construction  of  the  basins  as  an  offset 
jr  the  claim  again-!  it,  and  our  City  Solicitor  says 
distinctly,  that  the  cily  cannot  put'  any  such  acts 
of  compensation  on  their  part  against  damages 
claimed.  As  to  the  general  question  of  damages 
caused  by  the  Sudbun  project,  it  maybe  said 
that  the  taking  of  Lake  Coehituate  with  its 
eighteen  miles  of  watershed,  damaged  exactly 
the  same  mills  (with  the  exception  of  the  one  at 
Saxon  yille),  that  the  taking  of  the  Sudbury  with 
its  seven*"}-  square  miles  will  damage.  The  ratio 
of  the  watersheds  is  as  one  to  four,  but  the  lake 
was  a  large  storage  ba-in,  materially  increasing 
the  summer  flow— hence  the  Coclntuate  district, 
area  for  area,  was  much  more  valuable  for  mill 
purposes  than  the  Sudbury.  Now  the  amount  of 
damages  claimed  tor  the  taking  of  the  lake  by  the 
mills  was  nearly  $500,000.  Te-t  cases  were  taken 
to  a  jury,  and  the  result  was  that  less  than  $7000 
settled  the  claims.  This  did  not  include  the  mills 
at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  which  possessed  control 
of  the  lake,  or  right  of  flowage,  and  who  were 
bought  out,  buildings,  machinery  and  all,  for 
.■sliio.ooii.  [See  page  1,1,  History' Boston  Water 
Works.]  The  amount  of  award  was  largely  de- 
termined by  tl.e  summer  flow,  which  will  al'w  ays 
be  the  case  when  a  tributary  to  a  larger 
stream  is  taken,  but  if  a  main  stream  is 
taken,  theoretically,  the  mills  are  deprived  of 
power  the  year  round,  and  the  basis  of  settlement 
must  be  the  available  How  at  each  month  of  the 
year.  The  Sudbury  is  a  tributary  of  the  Concord, 
and  in  taking  the  former,  we  deprived  the  mills 
at  Billerica  of  about  one-fiftn  of  their  summer 
power,  without  injury  to  them  in  the  spring 
months  when  water  is  wasting  over  their  dams. 
In  taking  the   Charles,  we  take  the  main  stream 


But  it  is  saiil  that  we  shall  not  take  all  the  water 
of  the  Charles.  It  is  true  that  we  shall  not  use  all 
the  water,  and  this  is  also  true  of  the  feuabury. 
At  first  we  shall  use  hut  a  few  million  gallons  of 
either,  and  the  spiiug  freshets  must  escape  as  at 
all  times  on  both  livers,  but  in  the  course  of  time, 
we  snail  use  the  full  summer  How  of  either  river, 
and  we  have  then  taken  the  full  flow  of  the  river, 
so  far  as  mill  damages  are  concerned.  The  town 
of  Brookline  ha-  the  right  to  take  ilaih  from  the 
Charles  ]i„  million  gallons.  If  this  right  is  exer- 
cised, she  cannot  compensate  by  >  tor  age,  but  must 
pay  for  the  value  of  that  quantity  as  power.  The 
average  flow  of  the  Charles  at  "South  Natick  if, 
say  140  million  gallons  daily,  hut  the  summer 
flow  is  not  more  than  30  millions.  Suppose  we 
build  a  basin  at  South  Natick— during  the 
summer  30,000,000  gallons  daily  will  enter  it, 
but  in  the  course  of  years  we  shall  be  letting 
this  same  quantity  into  our  conduit  from  it, 
and  then,  of  course,  no  wafer  would  run  over  the 
dam,  and  we  should  in  effect  take  all  the  water  of 
the  river.  Tiie  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Warrei.l.gi  think,    estimates  the  mill  damages  on 

the  Sudbury  at  about  $2, ,000.      If  he   estimates 

this  amount  for  a,  river  with  seventy  square  miles 
of  watershed  and  a  fall  of  140  feet,  what  will  be 
the  amount  for  a  river  like  the  Charles  from 
South  Natick,  with  150  miles  of  watershed  and  a 
fall  of  100  feet?  The  number  of  mills  affected 
has  a  bearing  on  the  amount  of  damages  when  a 
main  stream  is  taken,  for  cither  tire  mills,  machin- 
ery and  business  must  be  purchased,  or  else  other 
power  must  be  provided  in  place  of  water,  and 
that  other  power  can  only  be  steam.  The  num- 
ber of  engines,  buildings, chimneys  to  be  paid  for, 
with  the"  care  and  running  of  the  machinery, 
would  form  a  very  important  item  of  damages. 
The  same  gentleman  in  estimating  mill  damages 


for  the  Sudbury,  staits  on  a  basis  of  -10,000, ooo  per 
day,  but  it  is  not  assumed  that  this  will  be  the 
yield  until  storage  basins  aie  built,  which,  with 
land  damages,  will  cost  about  $1,000,000.  Deduct 
this  from  his  estimate  (and  to  set  it  he  supposes 
that  quantity  of  fa.ooo.ono  gallons  must  be  ex- 
pended by  the  millsi,  and  we  have  the  damages 
for  the  river  as  it  now  flows  just  about  $l,oii(i,ooii. 
But  in  the  case  of  i  tributary,  i  he  damages  will  be 
assessed  on  the  basis  of  sumi'ini  flow.  Whatis  the 
summer  flow  of  the  Sudbury?  It  is  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  million  gallons  per  day  on  an  average. 
By  actual  and  accurate  gaugings,  in  a  drought, 
November  of  this  year^the  flow  was  only  s.nnn.oiio 
gallons  in  twenty- four  hours,  and  it  was  fully  as 
Tow  in  1871.  I  think  the  gentleman  also  includes 
in  his  estimates  two  mills  above  the  point  of  pro- 
posed taking  of  water.  These  mills  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  item  of  "water  damages,"  but  as 
"mill  property  taken,"  and  are  included  in  the 
estimate  of  the  City  Engineer,  p.  ™,  City  Docu- 
ment No.  29.  I  cannot  but  conclude  on  the  whole, 
Mr.  President,  but  the  Sudbury  scheme  for  the  so 
much  needed  supply  of  water  is  the  scheme  for 
the  City  Council.  Whether  looked  at  as  a  matter 
of  adequate  supply,  purity,  damages  or  expense 
of  construction,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  preferable  to 
any  other,  and  to  add  to  the  force  of  other  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  we  get  it  by  gravitation  rather 
than  pumping,  and  the  required  legislation  is  in 
our  bands  foi  carrying  it  out,  and  there  need  be 
no  delay  in  entering  on  a  work  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  of  Ward  19—1  rise  to  make  an 
explanation.  I  sent  to  the  Water  Board  for  the 
true  condition  of  the  water  in  the  lake  today,  as 
it  is  a  very  important  point  ir  the  solution  of  this 
question.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  gave  the 
date  February,  1872..  which  i<  two  months  from 
now,  and  the  corresponding  date  in  1871.  The  lake 
today  is  four  inches  below  that  mark,  while  there 
are  six  million  gallons  more  of  daily  consumption 
.going  on  now,  which  would  bring  the  minimum 
point  somewhere  about  the  mid  He  of  January, 
instead  of  February,  and  would  bring  it  a  foot 
below,  so  that  the  collection  which  I  desired  te 
make  is  shown  substantially  by  these  figures. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12— In  consequence  of  a  con- 
versation at  Washington,  a  short  time  since,  with 
General  Butler,  I  was  afterwards  led  into  a  little 
correspondence  regarding  the  statement  made  in 
the  Council  that  he  ha  I  no  authority  to  make  the 
communication  that  he  made  offering  the  free  use 
of  the  Sudbury  River  to  the  city  ror  the  time 
being.  In  consequence  of  that  I  have  been  in 
such  a  situation  as  to  lie  compelled  to  make  some 
investigation  of  the  matter,  and  1  can  say  that  he 
had  authoiity  to  make  that  offer,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  owners  of  all  the  water  power  sub- 
stantially affected  by  the  taking  of  the  Sudbury 
water.  1  have  the  consent  of  two  of  those  parties 
in  writing,  but  I  cannot  stop  to  read  them  now, 
and  as  to  (iovernor  Talbot,  all  he  want'd  was  that 
the  city  should  pump  as  long  as  possible,  for  he 
thought  that  as  his  mills  would  have  to  stop,  the 
city  could  better  pay  for  the  pumping  than  he 
could  for  steam  power.  Therefore  there  is  no 
need  of  undertaking  to  pass  upon  this  order  at 
the  present  time.  And  it  is  not  well  that  a  matter 
of  this  kind  should  be  passed  upon  in  a  time  of 
panic,  and  there  would  not  have  been  a  shadow  of 
necessity  for  it  if  the  Water  Board  had  been  dis- 
posed to  enter  into  the  plan  proposed,  which 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  a  legislative  act 
can  he  had  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Charles 
River,  in  my  judgment.  It  is  idle  to  suppose  that 
the  city  of  Boston,  needing  water  and  going  there 
and  asking  for  it,  cannot  get  it.  And  if  they  let 
us  take  only  what  water  we  want  for  use,  we  shall 
not  have  to  pay  any  except  nominal  damages.  It 
is  a  matter  of  simo'lc  common  sense,  and  you  have 
this  very  principle  in  the  Sudburj  Kiver  act  pro- 
viding for  a  How  of  one  million  and  a  half  gallons 
a  day  for  Mr.  Simpson's  mills  at  Saxonville.  If 
you  take  all  the  water  yon  must  pay  for  i  -  all ;  and 
the  same  principle  will  hold  good  if  you  take 
onlv  a  part.  It  matters  not  whether  we  have 
a  main  stream  or  a  little  stream;  we  have 
got  to  pay  the  damages.  There  is  no  sort  of 
trouble  about  it;  any  man  who  can  read  can  sec 
it.  In  examining  the  valuable  report  of  the 
medical  commission  I  read  on  page  40,  with  some 
astonishment,  the  list  of  deaths  from  various  dis- 
eases in  1871  and  1872,  in  which  cholera  infantum 
and  scarlet  fever  are  classed  among  the  "dis- 
eases not  affected  by  water,"  and  also  the  follow- 
ing language; 
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"It  will  be  seen  that,  though  the  total  number 
of  deaths  in  the  city  was  37.4  per  cent,  greater  in 
1872  than  in  1871,  yet  the  percentage  increase  of 
those  diseases  which  may  he  produced  by  impure 
drinking  water  was  less  than  that  of  diseases  sup- 
posed not  to  be  so  produced.  In  other  words, 
though  the  death  rate  in  the  city  was  remarkably 
high  in  1872,  this  great  mortality  cannot  justly  be 
attributed  to  any  unusual  impurity  of  the  drink- 
ing water." 

They  make  the  percentage  of  increase  in  dis- 
eases affected  by  watei  22.C,andof  all  diseases  37.4. 
This  language  was  so  at  variance  with  all  the  pre- 
ceding parts  of  the  report  in  ;  pirit,  that  I  was  im- 
pelled to  examine  its  more  closely,  and  found  that 
it  was  also  distinctly  at  variance  with  those  por- 
tions in  detail.  It  is  first  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  commission  finds  the  Sudbury  water  unfit  for 
drinking  unless  stored  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  in  storage  basins;  and,  also,  unless  the 
most  objectionable  sewage  of  the  towns  is  cariied 
away  from  the  river.  It,  of  course,  was  unex- 
pected to  find  them  also  saying,  that  when  the 
introduction  of  this  water  directly  from  the  river 
in  such  great  quantities  that  it  could  be  stored 
but  a  very  short  time  before  use,  in  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate,  and  when  this  great  mortality  occurred  dur- 
ing its  use,  I  say  I  did  not  expect  to  find  them  say 
ing  that  under  these  circumstances  it  could  not  > 
be  justly  attributable  to  the  water.  The  commis- 
sion live  us  no  other  cause  for  it.  It  was 
great  and  unusual  when  the  Sudburywater 
was  used,  and  no  other  cause  is  assigned.  I 
first  notice  that  they  place  scarlet  fever  among 
the  diseases  not  affected  by  water;  and  yet  they 
say  on  page  17  that  scarlatina  is  traced  directly 
to  contaminated  air,  and  mention  an  instance  "in 
which  a  very  violent  type  ot  .scarlet  fever  was  as- 
sociated with  drinking  water  from  a  tank  in 
which  hei rings  in  a  state  of  decomposition  were 
found."  They  also  say  "examples  of  this  sort 
might  be  multiplied."  On  page  10  they  say  that 
the  specific  contamination  of  the  discharges  of 
sick  people  "is  not  a  necessary  condition  to  the 
production  of  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  diarrhoea, 
scarlatina  and  some  other  diseases."  They  prove 
that  scarlet  fever  comes  fi  om  water  contaminated 
by  sewage,  and  that  Sudbury  water  is  so  contami- 
nated, and  they  say  the  deaths  from  scarlet  fever 
were  132  per  cent,  greater  while  the  Sudbury  wa- 
ter was  used  than  during  the  year  before. 
The  same  may  „e  said  of  cholera  infantum, 
asit  is  clearly  a  disease  of  the  intestines,  which 
diseases  they  say  result  from  bad  drinking  water. 
On  the  top  of  page  11  they  quote  author- 
ities which  say  that  some  zymotic  (i.  e.  contagious 
and  infectious),  "diseases"  could  be  entirely  ie- 
noved  by  the  general  disuse  of  impure  water." 
On  page  18  they  again  speak  of  "minute  zymotic 
germs  propagating  epidi  mic  infections  diseases." 
And  on  top  of  page  HI  they  say  spoiled  water  has  a 
predisposing  effect,  and  "weakens  the  power  of 
resistance  to  infection."  Now,  in  view  of  this  tes- 
timony, remember  that  1872  was  the  smallpox 
year,  and  during  the  year  the  death  rate  was  37.4 
per  cent,  greater  than  in  1871.  No  other  reason 
than  the  Sudbury  water  has  ever  been  assigned. 
The  commission  proves  this  to  be  a  sufficient 
cause.  Why,  when  we  think  of  *b.e  enormous 
amount  of  liquids  that  people  drink  md  that  the 
bulk  of  it  all  comes  out  of  the  pores  of  the  skin, 
the  importance  of  its  quality  must  be  manifest. 
The  mackerel  in  the  tub.  the  well  at  Mt.  Desert,  the 
drains  at  the  National  Hotel  at  Washington,  the  his- 
tory of  Millbank  prison— none  of  them  furnish  so 
strong  and  clear  a  casecf  direct  proof  of  the  injury 
from  the  use  of  impure  water  as  the  enormous  mor- 
tality in  the  city  of  Uoston  in  1872,  while  we  were 
using  the  Sudbury  River  water.  I  acknowledge 
that  I  have  always  been  dispo-cd  lo  be  incredulous 
upon  this  subject,  but  this  report  is  convincing 
that  W3  ought  not  to  take  Sudbury  at  all,  that  we 
ought  to  set  lo  work  with  great  energy  to  purify  the 
Mystic.  Then  there  is  the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  cur- 
ing the  difficulty  by  stoi  age  and  flow  age  or  filtering. 
Oxidation  proceeds  with  extreme  slowness.  The 
Royal  Commission  on  Water  Supply  say  (page  16), 
"There  is  no  river  in  the  fhiited  Kingdom  long 
enough  to  effect  the  destruction  of  sew- 
age by  oxidation."  On  page  six,  the 
Medical  Commission,  speaking  of  hotel  case 
at  Mt.  Desert,  say  that  even  bv  chemical 
analysis  they  find  that  the  sewage  of  Marl-  • 
borough  readies  Angle  Urook,  a  rrilmtarv  of  the 
Sudbury— also  on  page  44.  Page  24— "  The'  experi- 
ment ought  not  to  be  tried;  can't  tell  whether  it 
ever  disappears  or  not;  amounts  capable  of 
propagating     the     most   virulent    diseases   may 


readily  escape  detection  by  chemical  tests." 
Under  this  mass  of  testimony  how  useless  to  talk 
of  perfecting  water  by  the  benefit  of  various  stor- 
age reservoirs  to  get  rid  of  this  local  sewage.  You 
never  can  tell  when  such  water  is  good  enough. 
The  Sudbury  water  is  not  the  best  water  to  be 
taken;  not  at  all,  if  better  can  be  obtained.  I  de- 
sire to  say  a  word  about  the  Shawsheen.  It  is 
quite  wonderful  that  within  a  few  miles  ©f 
Boston  there  should  be  a  basin  of  thirty-four 
square  miles,  whose  population  had  increased 
only  fifty-tlnee  during  the  last  ten  years,  page  79, 
and  onlv  a  little  over  2000  in  seventy  years.  Sudbury 
5000  in  ten  years  ;  20,0(10  in  seventy  years ;  percent- 
age, 295.  "Page  57,  Shawsheen,  four  factories, 
twenty-two  employes.  Page  41,  Sudbury,  thirty 
factories.  220  employes.  (Page  84.)  Storage— 
"Shawsheen,  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  storage, 
is  better  provided  for  each  square  mile  of  drain- 
age area  than  any  other  river  valley.  In  this  re- 
spect, therefore,  the  Shawsheen  River  scheme 
?ossesses  a  decided  advantage  over  the  others." 
t  is  said  the  Sudbury  has  one  advantage;  i.  e.,  of 
a  number  of  storage  basins,  so  that  if  one  is  im- 
pure from  local  causes  the  other  can  be  used. 
That  is  well  for  Sudbury;  but  the  Shawsheen  can- 
not be  injured  by  local  causes,  and  it  does  not 
need  them.  It  is  criminal,  under  such  a  state  of 
thing-,  to  take  the  Sudbury.  Then  there  are  the 
facilities  for  storage  in  the  Mystic,  and  the  Shaw- 
sheen can  be  used  to  leenforce  them  all  with  its 
pure  and  uncontaminated  waters.  There  is  the 
value  of  the  Shawsheen's  storage  basins.  They 
are  double  the  value  of  the  drainage  area.  It  may 
be  said  they  double  the  drainage  area.  These 
facilities  make  the  Shawsheen  equal  in  value  to 
the  Sudbury,  or  nearly  so.  Shawsheen,  thirty- 
four  square  miles,  doubled,  sixty-eight  square 
miles;  Sudbury,  seventy-one  square  miles— dif- 
ference, three  square  miles. 

Mr.  Dean's  time  having  expired,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  gained  the  floor,  and  offered  to  surrender 
bis  right  to  Mr.  Dean,  who  continued — 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  ?s  a  singular  fact,  that 
the  Shawsheen  had  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more 
storage  provided  for  each  square  mile  of  drain- 
age area  than  any  other  river  valley,  and  in  this 
respect  it  is  superior  to  any  other.  So  far  as  the 
quality  of  the  water  is  concerned,  and  its  liability 
to  become  filthy,  it  turns  out  that  the  Shaw- 
sheen is  superioi  to  any  other  river  known.  Right 
here,  close  bv  the  city  of  Boston  you  have,  too, 
fifty-four  square  miles  of  drainage  area,  fifty  per 
cent,  more  storage  capacity,  which  makes  it 
double,  and  equal  to  the  Sudbury  so  far  as  stor- 
age capacity  is  concerned,  and  with  no 
liability  of  being  affected  impurely.  Includ- 
ing all  that  complete  scheme  of  works,  the 
cost  a  little  more  than  sii,0()n,O0O,  and,  notwith- 
standing vou  save  s::.ooo,0lio,  and  you  get  as  much 
water  as  from  the  Sudbury,  thi  scheme  has  been 
left  out  entirely.  Therefore,  I  think,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  we  cannot  but  vote 
against  this  Sudbury  scheme.  It  seems  to  me 
that  you  have  s  duty  here  in  regard  to  the  quality 
of  the  water.  Debt  is  had  enough  for  a  city,  but 
death  is  infinitely  wor-e.  The  Mystic  basins  are 
to  be  cared  for,  partly  by  sewers  and  drains,  and 
partly  by  reservoirs,  and  in  that  connection  the 
Shawsheen 'cheme  is  infinitely  better  than  any 
ether.  Now  observe,  the  Shawsheen  has  thirty- 
four  square  miles  of  watei  shed,  which  is  more 
than  double  the  Cochitnate.  It  has  fifty  per  cent, 
greater  storage  capacity  than  any  other  river. 
Storage  capacity  is  even  thing  for  the  purposes  of 
a  water  supply.  Now  this  makes  the  thirty-four 
square  nub's  of  Shawsheen  equal  to  sixty-eight 
square  miles  of  Sudbury,  and  Suobury  has  only 
seventy-one  square  miles.  But  a  good  any  miles 
of  Sudbury  will  be  taken  to  drain  the  places  af- 
fected by  sewage.  We  have,  therefore,  the  Shaw- 
sheen practically  of  more  value  than  the  Sud- 
bury—costing  less  than  half,  and  its  waters  of 
unsurpassed  purity.  The  valley,  as  I  have  said,  of 
a  strangely  sparse  population,  increasing  only 
fifty-three  persons  during  the  last  ten  years.  The 
commission  prove  all  these  facts.  A  great  debt  is 
a  calamity  as  this  scheme  is  economical.  But  to 
bring  in  water  which  mayentail  disca-e  and  death 
is  a  greater  calamity.  Then  we  have  the  Mystic, 
with  its  capacity  for  seven  [reservoirs,  and  the 
necessity  for  its  purification.  The  pure  waters  of 
the  Shawsheen  can  be  sent  to  the  various  Mystic 
reservoirs,  making  together  a  system  of  water- 
works as  perfect  as  any  in  the  country.  This  sys- 
tem will  be  economical,  healthy,  and  bring  an 
overflowing  abundance. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  have  a  few  words  to  say 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


ill  relation  to  the  passage  of  the  order  now  before 
ma,  and  I  will  commence  by  saying  that  for  the 
past  year  I  have  been  a  patient  listener  to  most 
of  the  remarks  made  by  other  members  of  this 
body  in  relation  to  the'  subject  of  water  supply, 
and  while  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  1  have  been 
interested  in  hearing  the  varies  views  of  this 
matter  that  have  been  brought  forward,  I  am  still 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Sudbury  River  is  the  best 
place  from  which  to  obtain  an  additional  supply. 
Action  upon  the  order  n  jw  before  us  has  been 
delayed  upon  one  excuse  and  another,  until  now 
we  are  in  the  same  position  that  we  were  in  1871, 
when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Water  Board,  and 
are  dependent  for  our  supply  upon  the  same  tem- 
porary pumping  machinery  whi'h  I  then  voted  to 
put  up.  I  did  not  at  that  .time  think 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  would  ever 
allow  themselves  to  be  again  placed  in 
such  a  position,  but  through  the  action 
of  their  represt  ritatives  here  before  me  they  have 
been.  We  are  not  quite  as  badly  off,  as  we  have  a 
connection  by  me. ins  of  the  temporary  ditch  be- 
tween the  lake  and  Sudbu'-y  River  through 
which  the  water  ot  Sudbury  can  be  made  to  fur- 
nish u=  an  additional  supplv  in  case  the  lake 
gives  out.  I  am  sure  that  members  of  t  he  Council 
who  propose  to  vote  against  this  order  tonight 
would  not  do  so  if  they  realized  the  state  of  the 
water  supply  today .  They  proba.l-.ly  Hatter  them- 
selves that  if  the  pumping  machinery  should 
break  down,  or  be  destroyed,  or  the  lake  should 
give  out,  they  could  then  vote  for  taking  the 
Sudbury  andthv  jity  would  not  suffer  for  want 
of  water.  But  do  the  gentlemen  know?  If  they 
do  not,  I  can  tell  them,  as  I  have  myself 
obtained  the  information  today,  that  the 
water  in  the  lake  is  but  taree  feet  above 
the  bottom  of  the  conduit;  that  the  pumps 
are  drawing  it  down  at  the  rate  of  an  inch  a 
day,  and  will  soon  draw  it  down  at  the  rate  of  two 
inches  per  day  as  its  area  becomes  smaller;  that 
when  the  lake  is  drawn  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
conduit  there  are  no  connections  between  the  sev- 
eral divisions,  and  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  and 
expensive  to  make  them,  and  will  also  take  along 
time.  Do  they  know  that  in  such  a  case  the 
pumps  can  only  draw  (in  addition  to  the  natural 
flow  from  the  other  division,  an  amount,  which,,  if 
we  do  not  have  any  tains,  is  but  one  and  a  half 
millions  per  day)  from  the  divisions  they  are  in, 
an  area  of  about  200  acres,  and  that  this'  division 
will  then  be  reduced  in  depth  at  the  rate  of  six  or 
more  inches  per  day,  and  that  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  the  present  machinery  will  diaught  water 
from  any  great  depth,  and  even  if  it  does,  that  we 
must  continue  to  rely  upon  it  or  other  similar 
machinery  until  the  l,,ke  is  again  filled  up,  which 
may  be  many  months?  I  do  not  wish  it.  to  be  said 
that  I  am  trying  to  scare  any  members  of  this  body, 
Mr.  President,  but  I  am  staling  facts  that  I  believe 


foie  stated,  that  if  the  pun- ping  machinery,  gives 
out  or  the  lake-  is  exhau-ted,  w  e  can  then  vote  for 
the  Sudbury,  but  will  the  Sudbury  then  give  us  a 
supply?  We  have  not  built  the  stowage  basins, 
and  can  only  take  what  may  run  in  the,  river,  an 
amount  which  at  the  present  time  is  only  about 
s.oiio.iioo  gallons  per  day,  and  we  are  using  todav 
about  18,000,000. 

Even  suppose  we  should  get  20,( ,000  gallons  a 

day  from  the  Sudbury,  which  is  al>  the  ditch  will 
earry,  we  should  still  have  to  pump  it  all,  as  it 
wpuid  raise  the  lake  but  a)  trifling  amount  per 
day,  as  all  that  would  go  for  this  purpose  would 
be' the  difference  between  the  consumption  (18,- 
oou.niiO)  and  the  quantity  we  should  get  from  Sud- 
bury  (20,000,000;  and  such  amount  as  the  hike  water- 


am  done.  Upon  this  matter  I  speak  front  person- 
al knowledge,  and  from  having  once  gone  through 
with  the  trouble  oonsoqiioui  11(1011  its  use.  I  can 
realize  *he  position  of  the  members  of  the  Water 
Board  today,  although  they  are  not  in  the  same 
situation  as  myself  and  the  other  members  of  the 
former  board,  for  the  members  of  this  Council 
are  now  responsible  if  aiij  failure  of  the  water 
supplv  shou'd  occur,  whereas  at  that  time  the 
Water  Board  might  have  been  held  responsible  for 
not  sooner  urging  the  necessity  of  a  new  supply 
upon  the  attention  of  the  City  Government.  The 
machinery  consists  of  two  portable  engines,  which 
we  had  to  have  built  to  our  order,  as  none  large 
enough  could  lie  found  in  this  city  or  New  York; 
six  weeks  was  the  shortest  time  in  which  we 
could   get  them   made ;    it   was   the   same   way 


with  the  pumps,  as  none  large  enough  are 
ever  kept  on  hand,  and  they  had  to  be 
made  to  order  in  New  York.  We  had  to  accept 
pumps  of  which  the  castings  were  defective,  be- 
eause  we  could  not  wait  for  new  castings  to  be 
made,  and  I  understand  they  are  not  in  the  best  of 
order  now.  All  of  this  machinery  has  to  be  run 
every  day,  without  any  stop  for  reoairs,  a  thing 
which  the  best  of  machineiy  veiy  rarely  does,  and 
if  any  accident  requiring  repairs  should  happen 
to  it,  it  must  be  brought  to  Boston  before  it  can 
be  put  in  order.  The  houses  m  which  it  is  are  of 
woo  I,  on  a  pile  foundation,  liable  to  take  tire  and 
burn  down  at  any  time.  They  weie  on  fire  twice 
or  three  times  in  1871,  and  came  very  near  being 
burned,  ami  the  machinery  ruined.  If  other 
members  of  this  Council  wish  the  city  of  Boston 
to  be  supplied  for  months,  supposing  no  accident 
happens  ami  the  lake  does  not  give  out,  in  this 
risky  way,  I  certainly  do  not,  aud  I  am  prepared 
tonight  to  vote  for  this  order,  without  any  fur- 
thet  delay  to  find  out  whether  we  can  get  the 
Charles,  or  the  Shawsheen,  or  any  other  of 
the  numerous  schemes  which  I  have  heard  advo- 
cated, and  on  the  merits  of  which  1  do  not.  propose 
to  speak,  as  all  the  information  in  tespect  to  them 
has  long  been  before  the  Council  in  the  several 
reports  of  the  Water  Committee  an  1  the  City  En- 
gineer. Our  duty  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  re- 
quires us  to  do  something  to  relieve  thorn  from 
the  po.-itidn  they  are  in  with  regard  to  water;  a 
position  we  have  placet!  them  in  by  our  delay  in 
this  matter,  and  I  hope  that  enough'  members  will 
vote  for  the  Sudbury  to  settle  this  question  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21 — I  do  not  desire  to  make 
any  further  speech.  I  simply  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  reph  to  my  friend  fluni  Ward  12  in  iegard 
to  the  introduction  of  Sudbury  River  water.  I 
think  the  facts  and  statistics  will  show  that  be- 
fore the  water  of  Sudbury  River  reached  Boston, 
R'ben  it  was  introduced  three  years  ago,  that  the 
mortality  alluded  to  had  begun  to  abate.  It  com- 
menced long  before  the  introduction  of  the 
water,  and  steadily  abated  after  ifc,  introduction. 
I  think  the  facts  will  bear  me  out.  It  is  said  that 
the  district  in  which  1  have,  the  honor  to  live  aud 
try  to  represent,  is  drinking  the  filthiest  water 
imaginable,  ami  has  been  for  yeais.  I  drink  a 
good  deal  of  it  myself,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
the  mortality  is  so  large  as  to  show  any  reason  for 
assigning  the  cause  of  it  to  the  water  we  drink 
there. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  give  three 
reasons  why  this  order  ought  not  to  pass,  and  they 
are  largely  aggregated  from  the  statements  made 
tonight,  and  made  not  only  here  but  through  the 
public  press.  In  the  first  place  I  am  opposed  to 
this  proposition,  because  I  believe  it  "does  not 
stand  any  comparison  with  that  made  by  the  gen  ■ 
tleman  from  Watt!  '.),  from  the  testimony  given  us 
from  all  sources,  that  the  water  of  Sudbury  River 
is  tot  as  good  as  the  Charles.  That  is  indisputa- 
ble from  all  the  statements  made.  In  the 
second  place  the  supply  is  not  near  as  large;  ana 
third,  because  the  cost  is  very  much  larger, 
to  say  nothing  whatever  of  what  is  to  come 
from  the  consequential  damages.  There  is  not  a 
watci  wheel  in  all  Lowell  that  will  not  be  affected 
by  taking  Sudbury  River.  That  subject  never  has 
been  explained  to  this  Council  and  never  can  be. 
I  repeatit,  there  is  not  a  water  wheel  in  all  Lowell 
but  will  be  affected  by  the  taking  of  this  river. 
Your  consequential  damages,  sir,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. It  is  impossible  to  estimate  them.  Hence 
I  say  that  which  I  once  said  some  months  ago, 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  in  taking  its  supply, 
which  they  propose  to  take  in  this  project, 'is 
treading  upon  dangerous  ground,  and  if  it  once 
gets  its  foot  into  if,  except  in  the  way  that 
General  Butler  proposes,  it  will  incur  an  ex- 
pense, which  years  and  years,  sir,  can  never  re- 
pay. The  consequential  damage*  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. That  is  my  third  reason.  Now,  sir,  if  I 
were  going  to  take  water  to  supply  the  city  of 
Boston,  I  would  take  ncitherof  the  e  propositions. 
But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Dean] 


will  give  a  supply  for  nearly  half  a  century.  If 
neither  of  these  is  good,  let  us  go  to  the  ponds 
of  Middleborough,  the  hunting  ground  of 
the  Indian  Sachem  Massasoit  and  his  son, 
King  Philip,  and  which  has  an  inex- 
haustible supply  from  brooks  iilt.eietl  through 
natural  filtering  basins  of  sand.  There,  sir,  are 
pure  waters,  such  as  are  not  offered  in  any  other 
scheme,  flowing  as  from  a  fountain,  from  which 
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the  lakes  in  Middleborough,  which  inl840  or  about 
that 'time  were  recommended  and  surveyed  as  one 
of  the  bestsourees ;  and  if  that  is  not  enough,  go  to 
Lake  Winnipiseogee  and  take  water  from  there  at 
a  Gost  of  §12,000,000  rather  than  take  your  supply 
from  the  poisonous  waters  of  the  Sudbury.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  been  well  proven  herejtonigbt  that  the 
Sudbury  water  is  poisonous.  Somebody  talks 
about  the  color  being  no  indication  of  "poison. 
Whence  comes  the  color  if  it  is  not  from  the  poi- 
sonous matters  at  the  source  ? 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  order  to  seize 
Sudbury  River  was  refused  a  second  reading- 
yeas  29,  nays  40. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Caton,  Crocker,  Cudworth,  Dacey,  Den- 
ny, Goldthwait,  Harrington,  Hunnewell,  Kent, 
Kimball,  Leach,  Morse,  Noyes,  Pease,  Perkins, 
Putnam,  Russell,  Sprague,  Thacher,  Train,  West, 
E.  P.  \\  ilbur,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Woods— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barry,  Bent,  Bleiler, 
Boardman,  Brown,  Burgess,  Butler,  Cawlev,  Col- 
lins, Crowley,  Cushman,  Davis,  Day,  Dean.  Flynn, 
Puller,  Gordon,  Hine,  Jennings,  Loring,  Martin, 
McCarty,  Molev,  Mooney,  Page,  Peabody,  Powers, 
Pray,  Shaw,  Siblev,  Smith,  Sweat,  Sweetser, 
Walbridge,  Warren,  Weston,  Whiston,  Willcutt, 
Woodward-^10. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Flatley,  Hicks, 
Long,  Minot — i. 

THE  FINAL  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  9,  it  was  or- 
dered that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to 
Thursday  evening,  Dec.  31,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  minority  and  majority  reports,  with  resolve 
and  order  of  Street  Comnrissione-s  for  laying  out 
and  extending  Swett  street,  and  order  for  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  provide  the  means  for  the 
same,  came  down  for  concurrence,  and  were,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  '.).  specially  assigned 
for  half-past  three  o'clock  P.  M.  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

FREE  SOUP. 

The  order  f ot  the  expenditure  of  S5000  for  the 
temporary  aid  of  the  poor  by  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  came  down  vith 
the  adherence  of  the  other  branch  to  their  original 
vote  passing  the  order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16.  for  the  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  mat- 
ter of  difference  in  relation  to  furnishing  tempor- 
ary aid  to  the  poor,  submitted  a  report  that  the 
committee  of  the  Aldermen  having  declined  to 
accept  any  proposition  by  which  this  branch  would 
have  a  part  in  the  dispensation  of  the  proposed 
charity,  the  committee  recommend  the  Council  to 
adhere  to  its  former  action.  » 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16  moved  that  the  Council  adhere  to  their 
former  vote. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  3—1  should  hope  that  the 
Council  would  recede  from  the  former  action,  as 
the  winter  is  progressing  fast,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  with  this  order  going  back  from  one  branch 
to  the  other  we  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose 
for  which  the  appropriation  of  §5000  is  intended. 
It  seems  to  me  that  is  the  only  way  we  can  accom- 
plish anything,  and  on  that  question  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  do  propose  to  de- 
tain the  Council  but  a  brief  moment.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  branch  met  the  committee 
from  the  other  branch,  and  a  full  and  exhaustive 
discussion  took  place.  The  argument  was  offered 
that  as  this  was  an  appropriation  in  which  this 
branch  was  interested,  it  was  proper  that  we 
should  be  represented  iu  the  distribution  by  a 
committee.  Unfortunately,  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  refused  to  accept  that  propo- 
sition, and  the  report  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Coun- 
cil. So  far  as  1  am  individual!}  concerned,  I 
would  prefer  that  this  matter  should  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  H  the  charity  is  to  con- 
sist of  soup  alone  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  the  worthy 
poor  ot  Boston  who  will  receive  the  benefit  of  it, 
but  it  is  the  strong  anil  healthy  who  come  here  to 
get  it.  In  my  judgment  this  soooo  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  proper  and  competent  committee  of 
the  City  Government  can  better  be  made  to  sub- 
serve the  object  for  which  it  was  intended,  than 
it  can  iu  the  manner  proposed,  and  my  predilec- 


tions in  this  respect  are  strengthened  by  confer- 
ences with  several  gentlemen  who  have  watched 
the  proceedings  in  this  ana  other  cities. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20—1  believe  in  the  gentle- 
man's predilections,  but  I  also  believe  in  soup. 
The  object  in  appropriating  S5000  is  to  give  some- 
thing to  the  hungry.  How  long  will  the  strong 
man  retain  his  strength  if  he  does  not  get  this 
soup?  Now,  some  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  want  to  stand  on  their  dignity.  They  not 
only  want  a  finger  in  the  pie,  but  a  plate  of 
tbe'soup,  not  being  satisfied  with  dinners  at  the 
Parker  House.  Then,  perhans,  it  may  be  best  to 
lay  it  over  to  the  next  City  Government,  and  then 
another  committee  can  sit  upon  it  and  hatch  soup. 
The  gentleman  nods  his  head  and  says  it  will  not 
be  mock  turtle.  1  am  inclined  to  think  a  commit- 
tee would  require  more  mock  turtle  than  any 
other.  I  think  the  Boai d  of  Aldermen  have  the 
right  of  this,  and  that  we  are  acting  like  child's 
play. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  remember  aright,  it 
is  said  that  Nero  fiddled  while  Rome  was  burning. 
Now  sir,  while  we  are  treating  this  matter  lightly, 
the  poor  are  suffering.  We  cannot  wrng  it  out  of 
sight  that  poverty  is  iu  our  midst,  and  while  we 
are  playing  with  'the  other  branch— and  I  should 
not  say*  playing,  for  our  honorable  committee  have 
done  all  they  could,  and  there  is  another  branch 
of  this  Government  that  is  responsible,  and  1  say- 
it  with  all  proper  respect  for  them,  and  they  are 
treating  us  with  contempt.  Yes  sir,  I  say  with 
contempt.  I  have  labored,  sir,  for  two  years,  that 
the  poor  of  Boston  should  receive  the*  little  pit- 
tance which  we  can  give  them,  and  I  say  never 
was  that  little  so  much  needed  as  now."  And 
while  this  branch  have  tried  with  all  its  ability  to 
secure  the  best  means  of  distributing  this  soup, 
proposing  first  a  joint  committee  and  sec- 
ondly the  police  committee,  and  thirdly  a 
conference— for  God's  sake  how  many  times 
have  we  to  appeal  to  them?  Never,  sir.  again. 
But  let  us  now  conquer  them.  Let  us  rake  the 
whole  matter  out  of  their  hands.  Let  us,  sir,  at 
OBce  cencur  with  the  honorable  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  thereby  acquire  a  moral  victory.  That 
is  the  ground  we  should  take,  Give  the  worthy 
poor  the  soup  for  which  they  suffer.  Day  after 
day,  as  you  are  aware,  sir,  about  these  halls  and 
at  your  owu  office,  there  are  hungry  persons 
clamoring  for  protection.  Gentlemen  laugh, 
but  let  them  laugh.  They  fare  sumptuously 
every  day,  and  lay  their  heads  upon  warm 
pillows  every  night,  forgetting  that  we  are  sur- 
rouftded  by  the  poor;  forgetting  that  on  these 
cold  night's  there  are  poor  soldiers  and  orphan 
children  who  have  been  round  this  City  Hall  ask- 
ing to  be  taken  care  of.  Let  us  now  protect  them 
as  I  intend  to  do  by  the  vote  which  1  propose  to 
give  tonight,  and  that  is  to  concur  with  this  great 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  fact.  Their  lives  are  short, 
they  have  only  a  few  more  days  to  spend  in  their 
beautiful  room,  as  we  have  in  ours.  Let  us  not 
make  a  pitiful  appeal  to  them  but  answer  their 
modest  request  by  concurring,  and  before  many 
days  shall  have  passed  away  I  hope  to  see  the  poor 
being  fed. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  am,  of  course,  in  favor 
of  giving  immediate  relief  to  the  poor,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  there  is  need  of  it.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  an  act  of  the  Legislature  providing  that 
the  City  Council  may  do  this.  The  City  Council 
has  taken  action  upon  this,  and  the  other  branch 
say  that  tlii  •  branch  -hall  have  nothing  to  do  with 


prerogath  e  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  city  in 
all  that  the  law  places  this  branch  on  an  equality 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do  say  that  we 
cannot  in  honor  concur,  and  I  say  hold  on  so  that 
when  the  uext  City  Government  comes  iu  you 
cannot  find  a  Board  of  Aldermen  which  will  say 
this  Council  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
the  Legislature  says  the  City  Council  shall  do. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— i  am  glad  to  hear  that 
argument  advanced,  and  I  move  that  the  subject 
be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  As  I  have 
been  reelected,  I  promise  that  I  will  undertake  to 
call  the  matter  up  early  in  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  hope  no  such  motion 
will  prevail,  as  it  will  then  be  three  weeks  before 
such  an  order  can  be  passed  by  the  next  City- 
Council,  and  as  the  winter  would  be  far  gone  then, 
it  would  perhaps  be  useless  to  give  the  poor  the 
soup.  This  is  the  worst  time  of  the  year;  people 
are  out  of  work.    I  hope  we  shall  concur. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
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men  from  "Wards  12  and  16.  I  believe  there  is  a 
point  of  honor  in  this  matter.  I  would  sacrifice 
everything  for  honor  except  the  lives  of  the 
worthy  poor.  I  know  they  are  suffering.  I  only 
make  this  proposition  as  a  compromise  for  the 
sake  of  feeding  the  poor.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  next  City  Council  wdl  not  prevail,  for 
the  reason  which  my  colleague  has  given.  The 
suffering  is  intense;  hundreds  are  out  of  employ- 
ment. 1  had  occasion  to  visit  the  rooms  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  yesterday,  a<?d  I  hardly 
dare  to  tell  here  that  which  called  me  there,  be- 
cause my  blood  boiled  in  my  veins  when  I  heard 
the  responses  and  saw  the  hungry  and  naked  sit- 
ting about  there.  Poor,  wrecked,  naked  humani- 
ty— for  God's  sake  let  us  protect  them  while  we 
can;  and  let  courtesy  and  honor  wait  awhile! 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  best  to  refer  this  order  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. It  seems  to  me  the  best  way  would  be 
to  adhere  to  our  previous  vote.  Then  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  have  one  more  chance  to  do 
what  we  think  is  right.  If  we  refer  it  to  the  next 
City  Government  we  would  then  he  responsible  for 
the  delay  occasioned.  Then  if  they  refuse  to  make 
a  concession  to  this  branch  the  responsibility  will 
rest  on  them. 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  any  further 
delay  will  rest  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is 
a  lamentable  fact  that  almost  every  order  passed 
by  this  branch  in  the  cause  of  humanity  has  been 
opposed  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  am  willing  to  accept 


the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10. 

The  President  decided  that  the  motion  to  refer 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  Perkins— Then  I  renew  the  motion  to  ad- 
here. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
adhere  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  inquired  the  effect  of  lay- 
ing the  motion  on  the  table,  and  the  President 
said  it  would  carry  the  whole  order. 

Mr.  Cawley— The  whole  object  of  this  delay  is 
to  cheat  the  poor  out  of  the  3*5000.  They  need  it, 
and  every  sensible  man  knows  it,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  getting  rid  of  it.  Certain  gentle- 
men desire  to  have  this  money  distributed  accord- 
ing to  their  own  particular  views,  and  it  seems  to 
me  a  very  unfair  way  to  treat  it.  I  think  it  would 
he  more  manly  for  gentlemen  to  waive  their  in- 
dividual preferences  and  vote  to  give  the  poor 
the  soup,  for  they  need  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  lost— 6  for,  43 
against— and  the  motion  to  adhere  was  lost— 33  for, 
34  against. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Council  has  concurred  al- 
ready, the  vote  refusing  to  adhere  being  equiva- 
lent to  a  vote  to  recede  from  the  amendment, 
the  original  order  having  already  been  passed  in 
concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    28,    1874. 


Regular  weekly  meetiug  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROKS  DRAWN. 

Twenty-two  grand  and  thirty-six  traverse  jurors 
were  drawn  for  the  January  term  of  the  Surer'or 
Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 


Church  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. D.  Banks  McKenzie,  that  the  taxes  as- 
sessed upon  the  Appletou  Temporary  Home  may 
be  refunded. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ffritltlt  on  the  port  of  the 
Board.  William  Washburn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Fifth 
street,  Lear  of  No.  215. 

Daniel  M.  O'Connell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Winshij  street, 
near  Washington  street,  Ward  19. 

D.  D.  Pike,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  seven  horses  on   Medford  .-.treet,  No.  305. 

D.  Banks  McKenzie,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Fourth  street,  ad- 
joining No.  40. 

'To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Surrey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Smith  &  Jacobs,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Plvmpton  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $275  as  rent  due  for 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment  of  Infan- 
try.   Passed— yeas  i'_\  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  accept  chapter  214  of  acts 
of  1874,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  public  bath  houses.  Order  passed— 
yeas  11,  nays  0. 

THE   LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  the 
Law  Department,  so  as  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Assist  int  Solicitor,  to  be 
called  the  "City  Conveyancer,"  and  another  to  be 
called  Hie  "Legislative  Counsel'';  also  to  author- 
ize the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  employ,  when- 
ever the  exigency  arises,  extra  counsel  for  man- 
agement of  city  causes  (City  Doc.  No.  Ill),  came 
up  in  the  regular  order  among  unfinished  busi- 
ness, the  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  desire,  as  one  member  of 
this  Board,  that  the  committee  who  saw  fit  to 
offer  this  ordinance  should  give  some  explanation 
of  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— This  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances'some  months  ago, 
and  it  has  had  their  best  consideration.  In  con- 
suKation  with  the  City  Solicitor  and  in  observing 
the  business  of  his  department,  they  have  lomc 
to  the  conclusion  that  more  help  is  needed  there ; 
that  the  business  of  the  city  suffers  in  conse- 
quence of  a  lack  of  force  in  that  department  at 
the  present  time.-  The  force  of  this  department 
has  not  been  increased  since  1868  until 
last  year,  when  one  Assistant  Solicitor  was  ap- 
pointed, making  the  number  three,  instead  of  two 
?,s  formerly.  Since  1868  it  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one  in  this  Board  that  the  business  of  jthat 
department  has  increased  immensely.  All  the 
business  incident  to  annexation  has  been  thrown 
upon  them,  besides  the  general  increase  of  busi- 
ness which  occurs  year  by  year.  Annexation  has 
of  course  thrown  a  very  large  amount  of  business 
into  the  hands  of  this  department.  The  city  of 
Charlestown  had  its  own  solicitor,  and  other 
towns  and  cities  annexed  had  theii  legal  advisers, 
and  all  that  legal  business  has  been  put  upon  this 
department  since  annexation,  so  that  it  is  im- 
possible, at  the  present  time,  for  the  business 
pertaining  thereto  to  be  properly  managed 
and  cared  for  without  additional  force.  An  order 
was  passed  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  employ  temporary  assistance,  and  they 
have  been  obliged  to  do  so  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  Now  it  is  asked  to  appoint  an  addi- 
tional Ci'ty  Solicitor  to  be  a  permanent  officer,  and 


the  committer  deemed  the  request  a  reasonable 
one.  The  betterment  law  and  the  building  act 
have  marie  an  immense  amount  of  business 
for  this  department;  the  number  of  trials 
which  grow  out  of  those  acts  is  very 
larj.  e,  and  it  i  impo  silie  to  clear  them  off 
with  the  present  force  in  the  City  So- 
licitor's office.  There  arc  at  the  present  mo- 
ment between  three  and  four  hundred  cases  on 
the  docket,  and  the  number  is  increasing.  Some- 
times it  ha?  happened  that  the  City  Solicitor  and 
all  his  assistants  have  been  engaged  m  court  at 
the  same  time  on  different  trials.  The  adversaries 
of  the  city  in  this  business  have  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  city,  by  having  one  or  more  of  the 
most  distinguished  counsel  in  the  city  who  pre- 
pare the  r  cases  at  leisure  and  have  all  the  assist- 
ance they  need,  while  the  City  Solicitor  and  his 
assistants  have  but  little  time,  in  the  magnitude 
of  the  business,  to  prepare  themselves,  and  gener- 
ally they  have  to  try  them  alone,  which  is  certain- 
ly a  great  disadvantage,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
city  loses  cases  which  would  otherwise  termi- 
nate the  other  way.  The  establishment  of 
the  minor  courts  in  the  outlying  districts 
has  also  increased  thQ  demands  upon  this 
office.  There  are  many  cases  of  importance 
which  the  legal  geuilemen  prefer  to  bring  in 
those  courts,  and  thai  rakes  force  away  from  the 
central  office,  and  thereby  the  business  is  in- 
creased very  much.  There  are  seventy-five  cases 
to  be  tried  at  Dedham  growing  out'  of  better- 
ments or  other  causes  in  West  Roxbnry,  and  of 
course  that  is  an  additional  burden  upon  the 
office  of  the  City  Solicitor.  1  think  I  may  say, 
without  tear  of  contradiction,  that  there  is  no 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  city  wio  devotes  so 
manv  hours  to  the  duiies  of  his  office  as  Mr. 
Healy.    I  am  sure  he  would  not  make  aa   unrea- 

equest  for  help, 
not  for  the  best  interest  of  *he  city. 


sonable  request  for  hel,;.  and   none   at  all,  were  it 


Alderman  Cutter— How  much  has  been  paid  for 
outside  assistance  this  year? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  cannot  answer  that  ques- 
tion. I  did  not  anticipate  being  called  upon  for 
that  information. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  have  listened  to  the 
wishes  of  the  City  Solicitor's  Department,  and 
are  desirous  of  gratifying  those  wishes,  from  their 
statement.  They  have  come  here  every  year 
for  assistance; 'there  is  no  harm  in  that;  the 
harm  is  in  granting  all  they  desire.  Now,  as  re- 
gards the  prospective  wants  of  the  city  in  the  fu- 
ture :  Every  Alderman  will  admit  that  we  have  no 
improvements  in  view  as  the  Suffolk  or  Church 
street  districts,  where  there  are  many  titles  to  be 
examined  before  the  real  estate  can  be  conveyed 
to  the  city.  The  times  do  not  demand  such  im- 
provements in  the  future,  and  of  course  we  shall 
not  demand  so  much  service  from  the 
City  Solicitor.  Such  improvements,  I  trust,  have 
come  to  an  end,  and  we  are  not  going  to  spend 
money  as  freely  as  we  have  in  the  past  three  years, 
and  in  that  case  we  shall  not  need  the  opinion  and 
labor  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  much  as  we  have  for 
three  years.  I  always  notice  that  if  you  establish 
or  increase  a  salaried  office  in  this  City  Hall,  you 
do  not  abolish  it;  once  established  it  can  never  be 
abolished.  We  have  one  City  Solicitor  and  three 
assistants,  and  I  desire  to  inform  the  gentleman 
that  we  have  paid  out  $1400  this  last  year  for  ex- 
ti"1  assistance.  I  hoped  to  obtain  that  informa- 
tion from  the  committee,  but  fearing  1  would  not, 
I  got  it  elsewhere.  If  you  employ  two  more 
officers  you  will  not  pay  them  less  than  S4000,  as  it 
will  not  do  to  employ  cheap  lawyers,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  we  will  increase  the  expense 
of  this  department  SaOOO  for  wha*  we  have 
got  on  with  for  #1400  this  year.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  have  had  authority  to  employ 
extra  help  in  the  City  Solicitor's  Department 
when  it  is  nee.-led  ;  and  as  to  the  eases  in  Dedham, 

venture  to  say  th-t   the   City   Solicitor  of  West 


licitors  of  Charlestown  and  Brighton  are  better 
acquainted  with  the  cases  from  there,  and  it 
would  be  better  to  employ  them;  *oif  you  ap- 
point two  more  Solicitors  it  will  not  help  you  any 
on  these  cases  that  have  accumulated  by  annexa- 
tion. I  see  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  thought  proper,  when  emergency  calls  for  it, 
to  employ  additional  help,  and  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  that  is  the  best  way  to  have  it.  When  the 
Legislature  is  in  session  it  is  supposed 
that  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters    of      this     Board    will      attend     to     those 
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duties  with  such  assistance  as  they  can 
ohtain  from  Mr.  Stackpole,  and  no  now  assistant 
who  could  be  appointed  wuul  I  add  any  weight  or 
strength  to  them.  If  this  Board  are  conversant 
with  that  department,  I  hope  they  will  not  pass 
this  ordinance  ;  and  if  they  are  not  I  hope  they 
will  make  themselves  so  before  p  issing  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  do  not  at  all  agree  with 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  U,  nor  do  I  believe  in  the  advisa- 
bility of  passing  the  ordinance  now  before  the 
Board.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  at  the  last 
meeting  stated,  in  regard  to  the  City  Solicitors' 
Department,  that,  "  YV  e  have  increased  them  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years,  from  one  10  four  and  now 
they  asked  to  be  increased  to  six."  I  understand 
that  instead  of  increasing  the  number  from  one  to 
four  during  the  last  two  years,  that  we  have  not 
increased  them  for  two  years. 

Alderman  Cutter  If  that  is  the  record,  1  cer- 
tainly was  misunderstood,  for  it  is  incorrect.  I 
said,  "the  last  few  years." 

Alderman  Prescott— I  thought  he  could  not  have 
been  reported  correctly,  for,  if  te  were,  it  was  a 
gross  mistake.  The  legal  department  has  been 
increased  but  once  since  1808,  and  that  a  year  or 
two  agOjWhen  Mr.  ('arret  was  appointed  at'a  sala- 
ry of  $2000  only;  so  that  the  sal  i lies  are  only  a  lit- 
tle mint  than  m  1  Si  is ,  when  the  valuation  was  less 
than  s5no.ooo.000,  and  today  it  is  eight  hundred 
millions,  an  increase  of  sixty  per  cent.  I  venture 
to  say  that  during  those  seven  years  the  business 
of  the  legal  department  has  increased  more  than 
100  per  cent.— very  much  more  than  100  pel  cent, 
by  the  passage  of  the  betterment  act  alone,  by 
which  the  city  was  authorized  to  make  certain 
assessments  on  estates  for  widening  and  extend- 
ing streets,  and  which  ua<  brought  thousands  of 
cases  into  the  City  Solicitor's  office  for  adjust- 
ment; so  also  the  passage  of  the  building  act,  the 
establishment  ot  the  Hoard  of  Health  and  the 
Board  of  Registrar  s  of  Voters.  I  believe  that  the 
force  of  the  City  Solicitor's  Department  should  be 
much  increased.  We  are  now  imposing  more  bur- 
dens upon  that  office  thin  they  can  carry.  I  know 
that  the  City  Solicitor  has  not  had  a  day  during 
the  present  year  that  he  could  absent  him»elf 
from  Ilk;  office,  am!  probably  he  and  his  assistants 
work  more  hours  than  any  officer  m  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  I  hope  this  depart- 
ment will  be  reorganized,  as  1  trust  it  will  lie  when 
we  have  the  new  city  charter  before  us.  But  my 
main  objection  to  the  ordinance  is  as  follows: 

"Section  2.  During  the  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  Mayor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Committee  ou  Ordi- 
nances, appoint,  a  counsellor  at  law,  to  be  known 
as  the 'Legislative  Counsel' of  the  city  of  Boston, 
who  shall  perforin  all  the  duties  heretofore  pro- 
vided by  ordinance  to  be  done  by  the  City  Solic- 
itor and  assistant  solicitors,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  matters  before  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth, or    any  committee  thereof;  and  who  shall 


perform  all  other  professional  duties,  incident  to 
his  office,  which  may  lie  required  of  him  by  the 
Mayor,  the  City  (  oiuieil,  or  either  blanch  of  the 
City  Council,  or  by  the  Committee  thereof  on 
Legislative  Mattel's.  Said  Legislative  Counsel 
shall  hold  office  only  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature,  and  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances." 

I  have  two  objections  to  that  section.  This 
Legislative  Counsel  is  to  be  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office.  I  do  not 
think  any  such  office  should  be  created,  or  that 
any  officer  performing  legal  services  for  the  city 
of  Boston  should  not  be  diiecily  under  the  City 
Solicitor,  Mr.  Healy.  Certainly^  while  distinct 
from  that  office,  he  could  not  go  to  the  <  it\  Solic- 
itor with  the  fieedom  that  he  could  it  he 
were  an  officer  of  that  department.  Secondly,  I 
object  to  the  clause  which  gives  power  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  establish  the  salary 
of  that  officer;  1  think  it  should  lie  regulated  by 
the  City  Council.  So  aLo,  I  object  to  the  third 
section  which  gives  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
authority  to  procure  such  additional  assistance 
for  the  Law  Department  "for  the  time  being  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  and  establish  the  com- 
pensation therefor."  My  objection  to  this  sec- 
tion is  not  so  serious  as  to  the  second,  but  I 
should  not  deem  it  advisable  to  pass  it.  My  main 
point  in  this  change  of  ordinance  is  that  the  Leg- 
islative Counsel  which  it  is  proposed  t.u  ajipoint  is 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  the  City  Solic- 
itor's Department.  I  believe  hat  officer  would 
soon  degenerate  into  a  lobbyist,  instead   of  being 


a  legal  counsel  for  the  city.  I  therefore  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  section  2. 

Alderman  Bigelow— Before  that  motion  is  put,  I 
propose  to  oiler  an  amendment  to  section  2  which 
I  think  will  remove  the  objeecion  of  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  move  o 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  fourth  tine  and  the 
part  of  the  tilth  line  which  leads,  "to  be  known  as 
th  Legislative  Counsel  of  the  city  of  Boston,  who 
shall  perform  all,"  and  to  insert  instead  thereof 
the  words  "to  assist  in,"  so  that  it  will  read,  "ap- 
point, a  ci  unsellor  at  law,  to  assist  in  the  duties 
heretofore  provided  by  onlinance,"  ete.  I  think 
that  will  obviate  the  objection  which  the 
gentleman  raised.  Section  3  is  intended  to  pro- 
vide by  oidinance  what  has  been  done  by  an  order 
heretofore,  which  has  to  be  passed  every  year, 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  if  it  i.-"  put  in 
the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Power— As  it  is  generally  understood 
that  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  arrange  a  new  city 
charter  are  about  reedy  to  report,  and  as  even- 
one  expects  that  the  City  Solicitor's  office  will  be 
entirely  reorganized,  1  move  that  this  whole  mat- 
ter be  retened  to  the  next  city  Government. 

Alderman  Broooks— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  states  that  there  has  been  only  one  addition  to 
the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  I  think  there 
has  been  one  more  addition,  in  the  shape  of  a 
clerk,  which  makes  two  additions  since  1870.  I 
think  I  am  correct  in  that  information.  As  the 
gentleman  has  stated,  I  believe  we  are  to  have 
a  new  city  charter  very  soon,  and  I  -hope  this 
question  will  go  over,  so  that  the  department 
may  be  reorganized  and  we  can  give  them  what 
assistance  they  need. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  In  case  the  new  city  charter  should  he 
reported  it  is  not  likely  to  be  adopted  for  a  very 
long  time  ;  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of  discus- 
sion— meanwhile,  the  exigency  in  the  City  Solici- 
tor's office  exists.  1  meant  to  have  said  in  rela- 
tion to  the  remark  of   the  Alderman  from  Ward  9 


of  the  Legislature  arc  not  of  uniform  length,  and 
it  would  seem  to  be  hetter  to  have  the  compensa- 
tion retaliated  by  the  term  of  service.  I  trust 
that  the  aniendmen  I  have  offered  will  be  adopt- 
ed and  the  ordinance  passed. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council  was 
lost— yeas  4,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Cutter,  Hall,  Power — I. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  (Hark, Emery,  Harris, 
Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins,  Worthington—  8. 

Alderman  Cutter — As  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances have  not  appeared  here  with  a  perfect  or- 
dinance, and  as  I  presume  they  do  not  w»ut  to 
recommend  one  that  is  imperfect,  1  move  that  it 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ihe  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — i  for,  7 
against. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment,  so  that  Alderman  Bigclow's  amend- 
ment to  my  amendment  will  be  an  amendment  to 
the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject lie  upon  the  table,  and  for  this  reason :  I 
would  like  to  have  a  report  from  this  Committee 
on  Ordinances  as  to  what  the  duties  of  the  pres- 
ent Assistant  Solicitors  arc,— whether  they  are 
allowed  to  perform  any  other  duty  than  business 
strictly  belonging  to  the  city,  or  whether 
they  are  allowed  to  take  any  fees  from  anybody 
for  business  i  hat  they  do.  I  think  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter  that  we  should  know  that  they  do 
not  do  any  business  but  that  which  strictly  be- 
longs to  the  city.  If  that  is  so  great  that  che'y  are 
not  able  to  do  it  in  a  proper  manner,  I  should  be 
willing  to  vote  them  extr  i  assistance ;  but  if  they 
are  doing  other  business  and  receiving  pay  for  it, 
f  think  this  Board  should  know  it,  that  this  matter 
may  stand  right.  I  do  not  want  to  judge  those 
people  harshly  or  unjustly  ;  ami  with  the  knowl- 
edge I  have  on  the  subject,  at  present,  per- 
haps, I  may  be  doing  them  an  injustice,  when 
I    vote    against  giving    them    extra    assistance. 

Alderman  Peters--!  can  answer  the  interroga- 
tory of  the  gentleman  bv  saving  that  fees  are  al- 
lowed. It  is  a  thing  I  have  objected  to  through 
the  whole  year.  I  have  been  told  that  the  fees  of 
one  of  the  solicitors  amounted  in  one  year  to 
$1500,  and  now  it  is  about  $500.  Of  course, 
in  the  examination  of  papers,  it  is  left 
to  the  officers  to  object  to  a  paper  that  is  drawn 
up  by  any  other  lawyer,  if  he  can  make  a 
new  one  and  receive  a  dollar  for  it.  If  he  does 
not  get  pay  enough,   it   should    he    increased.    I 
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knew  of  a  case,  the  other  clay,  where  releases 
were  needed  from  some  tenants,  when  one  release 
might  have  been  signed  by  the  eleven  persons; 
wheieas  eleven  releases  had  t.  be  drawn.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  city's  business  to  stop  all  such  pro- 
ceedings a>- that,  and  thai,  .those  fees  ehould  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  take  it  upon  myself  to 
say  that  the  entire  time  of  the  City  Solicitor  and 
his  assistants  is  devoted  to  the  service  jf  tne  city, 
and,  as  I  stated  before,  the  City  Solicitor  works 
more  hours  than  any  other  man  in  the  employ  of  the 
city,  often  from  fiveo  clock  in  the  morning  till  late 
in  the  evening,  and  to  such  an  extent  has  he  been 
engaged  that  he  has  not  left  the  city  for  an  hour's 
recreation  during  the  past  whole  year.  I  think 
the  fees  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
17  are  a  mere  bagatelle.  Mr.  Carret,  the  convey- 
ancer, is  allowed  certain  fees.  His  salary  is 
s.'ooo,  and  I  do  not  think  his  extra  fees  amount 
to  $500,  or  anything  like  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  ask  for  any  inform- 
ation so  far  as  Mr.  Healy  is  concerned;  for  1  am 
well  aware  that  he  devotes  more  time  to  the  city 
than  we  could  reasonably  demand  of  him.  It  was 
in  regard  to  his  .subordinates  that!  wanted  inform- 
ation, and  it  appears  now  that  we  have  not  got 
all  the  information.  I  therefore  bope  the  ordi- 
nance will  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  we  will 
get  all  the  infoimation  that  i=  possible,  so  that  I 
may  vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  justice  to  all 
concerned.  If  it  is  not  laid  on  the  table,  I  must 
vote  against  any  assistance  as  the  matter  stands 

Alderman  Worthmgton— I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  for  a  week. 
I  am  informed  that  there  are  matters  in 
the  first  section  that  can  be  arranged  without 
employing  an  additional  attorney.  Mr.  Carret, 
who  searches  all  the  titles,  can  do  all  this  work, 
and  from  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  6— and  be  is  a  good  judge  of  that,  for  he  has 
been  in  the  Government  four  years— there  will  not 
be  so  much  work  for  Mr.  Carret  during  the  next 
year.  If  this  is  laid  over  for  a  week  we  can  see 
whether  i r  can  be  an  anged.  I  am  free  to  say  that 
I  do  not  like  this  idea  of  Legislative  Counsel 
We  have  Mr.  Stackpole,  who  has  done  the  duty 
well,  and  who  knows  it,  and  can  do  it  better  than 
anybody  else.  He  is  a  salaried  officer  of  the  city 
and  we  could  not  emnloy  him,  and  it  is  evidently 
the  intention,  by  this  order,  to  employ  another 
man.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  had  better  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  so  that  we  can  have  time  to  see  if 
something  cannot  be  airanged. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  am  satisfied  thai  if  you  ap- 
point a  new  man  to  do  this  legislative  business 
other  than  Mr.  Sfickpole.  the  city's  interest  will 
suffer.  That  is  my  judgment.  He  is  the  man  of 
all  others  that  should  do  this  work.  1  am  sur- 
prised that  gentlemen  of  this  Board,  who  seem  to 
have  streaks  of  economy,  should  be  willing,  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  i)  seems  to  be,  to  increase 
the  expenses  of  this  Government  by  employing 
more  salaried  officers,  and  to  give  us  onlv  the 
short  time  since  the  last  meeting  to  look  into  this 
matter,  Which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  at  the 
last  meeting  and  laid  over,  and  we  have  not  had 
time  to  look  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
economy  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  0  is  penny 
wise  and  pound  foolish.  I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  laid  over  to  go  to  a  new  Government,  and 
cause  a  delay  of  two  or  three  monthe,  while  the 
city's  business  will  be  only  one-half  done,  and 
perhaps  with  detriment  to  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
think  it  must  be  evident  to  every  man  who  has 
investigated  the  Citv  Solicitor's  Department  that 
we  are  not  furnishing  him  with  a  properly 
equipped  department.  That  department  has  not 
less  than  seventy-three  cases  in  this  county,  and 
fifteen  important  cases  are  to  be  tried  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  several  are  to  be  carried  before 
the  full  bench,  besides  some  five  or  ten  or  a  dozen 
iu  counties  a  (joining  Suffolk  County. «  I  do  not 
think  we  should  hesitate  in  regard  to  giving  that 
department  more  help,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  some  officer  receives  three  or  four  hun- 
dred dollars  in  fees.  The  result  of  that  will  be 
that  such  officer  does  get  such  fees,  and  that 
when  his  salary  was  fixed  it  was  expected  he 
would  receive  those  fees  from  parties  who  are 
obliged  to  furnish  papers  to  the  citv,  and  I  think 
those  papers  could  be  furnished  belter  by  persons 
in  the  department  than  by  those  outside.'    I  think 


business  of  this  depai  tnent  will  become  less 
than  it  has  bee  n  in  the  past.  We  have  passed 
very  many  importaut  orders  for  widening 
and  extending  streets,  and  the  work  remains  vo  be 
done  iit|tlre  coming  years.  There  is  the  North- 
ampton-street district;  the  A!  lerman  from  Ward 
6  mm  t  know  that  we  must  have  the  counsel  and 
advice  of  the  City  Solicitor.  Tt  seems  to  me  that 
we  cannot  do  a  wrong  thing  in  giving  help  to  that 
department,  and  if  there  is  any  question  to  be 
raised  in  regard  to  the  fees  received  by  some  as- 
sistant in  that  office,  let  that  be  investigated  at 
the  proper  time ;  but  let  us  not  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, and  thereby  deprive  the  Law  Department  of 
this  city  of  Boston  of  the  help  it  should  have.  I 
say  by  authority  that  no  city  in  this  country  car- 
ries on  its  legal' department  'as  cheaply  as  ours  is 
today;  something  like  $16,000  expended  to 
look  after  the  legal  interests  of  a  city 
with  eight  hundred  millions  valuation,  with 
the  most  important  matters  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  city  continually  coming  up  in 
the  courts  and  before  legi  lative  committees.  The 
effect  is  that  the  City  Solicitor  has  lo  go  into  court 
with  insufficient  help;  and  there  is  no  one  in  the 
department  you  can  call  upon,  because  they  have 
so  much  other  work  to  do,  and  he  is  called  there 
not  only  to  cios.— question  witnesses  but  to  take 
down  the  minutes,  whereas  the  client  upon  the 
other  side  has  full  counsel  and  proper  help.  In 
regard  to  the  conveyancing,  the  Alderman  must 
know  that  the  city  purchased  a  lot  of  land  a  few 
months  ago,  and  it  took  six  weeks  to  get  the 
papers  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office,  not  from 
any  neglect  ot  the  officers,  but  because  of  the 
business  they  bad  to  attend  to,  and  the  city  came 
near  losing  the  land.  I  believe  such  things  will 
occur  arxl  continue  to  occur  to  the  city's  interest, 
both  in  the  courts  and  Legislature,  while  at  the 
same  tune  members  ot  this  Board  ami  city  officers 
have  to  consult  the  Citv  Solicitor  ilmo  t  continu- 
ally. 

The  Chairman  reminded  members  that  debate 
was  not  in  oider  if  objections  were  made. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  last  up.  He  talk's  about  the 

Northampton-street  district  a uipared  with  the 

Suffolk-street  district.  The  city  ha-  not  taken  the 
Northampton-street  district,  and  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  conveyances.  The  city  took  the 
Suffolk-street  district  and  reconveyed' it  to  the 
owners.  There  is  no  saich  work  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district;  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9 
knows  it,  and  he  should  not  convev  such  an  im- 
pression to  this  Boaid.  The  work  of  conveyancing 
on  the  Church  and  Sullolk-stieet  districts  was  enor- 
mous. There  are  no  improvements  suggested  that 
will  demand  such  assistance  from  the  City  Solicit- 
or as  we  have,  and  therefore  that  is  no  argument 
for  an  increase  in  the  City  Solicitor's  Department, 
because  these  improvements  have  virtually  come 
to  an  end.  The  times  do  not  allow  the  spending 
of  money  as  it  has  been  done  in  the  last  few  years. 
As  to  the  eases  in  the  Supreme  Court,  the  gentle- 
man knows  you  can  try  but  one  case  at  a  time, 
and  you  must  take  a  case  in  its  regular  order, 
and  there  is  no  need  for  extra,  help  there.  The 
City  Solicitor  can  attend  to  the  Supreme  Court 
alone.  They  are  not  blocked  up  in  the  other 
courts,  and  when  they  are.  they  come  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  who  never  refu-ed  to  give  what 
they  needed.  We  can  go  on  in  that  way  in  the 
future  as  well  as  in  the  past.  This  is  onlv  estab- 
lishing two  salaried  officers  which  will  cost  S5000 
a  year. 

Alderman  Brooks— Many  of  those  cases  are 
managed  like  this.  Bills  have  been  presented  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  by  the  attorneys  who 
had  the  cases  in  cluiigc  at  the  time  of  annexation. 
In  one  case  the  bill  was  as  high  as  slliio  for  legal 
services.  In  oilier  sections  of  the  citv  thev  get  in 
quite  large  bills,  and  in  almost  all  of  them  they 
were  continued  by  the  attorn i  ys  who  had  them  in 
charge  previous  'to  annexation.  Therefore,  the 
argument  of  increased  business  on  account  of  an- 
nexation does  not  hold  good,  for  bills  have  come 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  for  services  ren- 
dered in  such  cases. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  thai  a  meet- 
ing would  have  to  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  and 
after  consultation  it  was  voted— 6  for,  4  against— 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday 
next  at  two  o'clock  f.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  of  the  above  ordinance 
was  specially  assigned  for  2  P.M.  on  Thursday 
next. 
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BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Daniel  B,  Curtis,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  the 
cost  of  constructing  severs  as  follows:  Russell 
court,  si;i'.>..r>:  \yalnut>tieet,$:;oi;.f,5;  Ninth  street, 
from  1  to  K.  syTii.15:  Emerson  street.  sr,4(;.;;5; 
Third  street,  from  N  to  O,  $796.39;  Sixth  street, 
from  F  to  Dorchester,  $1014.12;  Bedford  street, 
e,ro9.94.    Severally  referred   to  the  Committee  on 


Board  of  Health.  Communication  asking  per- 
mission to  u.-e  $20(1(1  ot  their  general  quarantine 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  putting  a 
new  condenser  into  steamer  Samuel  Little,  in 
place  of  the  old  one,  which  is  now  unfit  for  use. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Worthiiigton,  with  a  request 
that  they  report  at  the  next  meeting,  and  sent 
down. 

THE  PRESENT  SYSTEM  OF  SEWERAGE. 

The  following  was  received,  and,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Wortbiugton,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  Dec.  17, 1874.     J 

Tothe  Honorable  Citij  Council:  Gentlemen— Al- 
though in  our  annual  report  of  1S73  and  again  in 
1874  we  called  the  attention  of  vour  honorable 
body  to  the  great  importance  of 'a  change  in  our 
system  of  seu  erage.we  deem  it  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  city  at 
large,  but  more  especially  to  certain  portions  of 
it,  that  we  venture  again  to  urge  the  subject  in  a 
special  communication. 

There  are  several  places  in  which  the  evil  is  al- 
ready so  great  that  we  mention  them  in  particu- 
lar. 

First— The  old  Roxlnny  Canal,  crossing  under 
Albany  street  near  Chester  park. 

Second— The  Stony  Brook  sewer,  discharging 
upon  the  Back  Bay  flats. 

Third—The  Muddy  Brook  sewer,  between  Brook- 
line  avenue  and  Downer  street,  in  Ward  15. 

Rox'  ury  Canal,  so  called,  leads  in  from  the 
South  Bay.  is  about  fifty  feet  wide  and  two  thou- 
sand feet  long,  reaching  nearly  to  Harrison  ave- 
nue. The  tide  flows  in  and  out  but  sluggishly. 
Into  this  three  or  four  large  sewers  pour  their 
contents,  and  when  the  tide  recedes  there  is  left 
but  very  shoal  filthy  water,  through  which  the 
foul  gases  from  the  putrid  bottom  can  be  seen 
bubbling  into  the  atmosphere.  At  low  tide  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  filthy  bottom  is  left 
bare,  giving  off  the  most  sickening  and  even 
dangerous  effluvia  into  a  thickly  populated  neigh- 
borhood. In  Northampton  street,  Chester  park, 
Springfield  street.  1-1  irrison  avenue,  Albany  street, 
and  especially  at  the  City  Hospital  where  'there  is 
a  daily  average  of  23u  patients  who  require  pure 
air,  the  stench  from  the  Roxbury  Canal  is  often 
observed  and  exceedingly  annoying. 

The  Stony  Brook  sewer,  which  conveys  the 
sewage  of  more  than  half  of  the  former'city  of 
Roxbury,  or  now  about  thirty  thousand  inhabit- 
ants, terminates  at  the  west  side  of  Parker 
street,  when,  at  low  tide,  this  immense  sewage  is 
left  to  trickle  over  the  muddy  flats,  about  one 
hundred  acres  in  extent,  to  the  Charles  River  be- 
yond. Before  this  sewage  has  reached  a  point 
where  it  can  diverge  from  the  wharves  of  the  city 
it  will  have  travelled  more  than  one-half  of  the 
circumference  of  the  city  proper,  catching  at  the 
bridges,  wharves  and  upon  the    fiats  in  its  course. 

An  order  has  recently  been  passed  by  the  City 
Council  to  extend  the  channel  of  the  Stony  Brook 
so  as  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  the  sewage 
upon  the  fiats  next  Parker  street. 

In  addition  to  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  there  are 
eight  others  opening  into  Charles  River  above 
Cambridge  Bridge,  which,  with  their  open  mouths 
at  low  tide  discharging  their  gases  into  the 
atmosphere  and  their  contents  into  shoal 
water  or  upon  flats  are  doing  a  great  share  in 
making  the  atmosphere  of  that  part  of  the  city 
skirting  the  river  and  Back  Bay,  at  times,  ab- 
solutely unfit  to  breathe. 

The  Muddy  BrooK  sewer  coming  from  Brookline 
is  very  large,  opens  under  Brookline  avenue,  near 
Tremont  street,  and  is  then  an  open  sewer  in  the 
immediate  rear  of  dwelling  houses  between 
Brookline  avenue  and  Downer  street  for  a  dis- 
tance of  600  feet,  and  then  crosses  the  avenue 
again  into  the  town  of  Brookline.  The  water  in 
this  brook  gets  very  low  in  summer,  leaving  but 


little  besides  the  sewage  matter  to  flow  through 
it.  The  stench  from  this  is  very  bad,  and  the 
people  who  live  near  it  justly  complain.  This 
sewer  ought  to  be  covered  at  once  for  a  distance 
of  about  600  feet  to  prevent  evil  results  which 
must  inevitably  come  fiom  its  present  condition. 

The  places  mentioned,  although  the  worst,  are 
not  all  to  which  we  invite  attention.  The  citv 
proper  being  nearly  surrounded  by  tide  water  anil 
fiats,  is  to  the  same  extent  literally  fringed  with 
the  open  mouths  of  sewers  discharging  their  gases 
into  the  atmosphere  and  their  otherconteuts  upon 
the  shoals  which  aie  left  bare  nexc  the  sea  wall 
and  under  the  wharves  by  the  receding  tide. 

The  result  is  that  at  low  tide,  and  espe- 
cially in  summer,  about  the  wharves  and  skirts 
of  the  city,  where  thousands  of  the  laboring  class 
must  work  dining  the  day,  and  many  more  will 
resort  for  a  cool  breeze  in" the  evening,  the  air,  in- 
stead of  being  pure  and  cool  from  the  water  as  it 
should  be,  is  polluted  and  made  dangerous  by  the 
foul  breath  of  the  sewers. 

That  our  prevalent  summer  diseases  are  largely 
influenced  by  this  poisoned  atmosphere  there 
can  be  no  sort  of  doubt.  The  best  remedy 
for  the  evil  complained  '  of  may  not  be 
so  apparent  as  the  evil  itself.  We  beg  to  suggest, 
however,  that  whatever  disposition  is  ultimately 
made  of  the  sewage,  whether  carried  inland 
and  utilized,  or  seaward  and  lost,  it  should 
not  be  discharged  at  all  points  in  the  circum- 
ferer  ce  of  our  city.  If  it  is  to  be  discharged  into 
the  sea— and  this  for  Boston  seems  the  most  prac- 
ticable—there should  be  the  least  possible  num- 
ber of  outlets,  and  those  well  out  into  the 
channel  of  the  harbor.  We  believe  the  time 
has  come  when  large  main  sewers  which  can  be 
relied  on  for  the  next  century  to  collect  and  con- 
vey the  sewage  of  all  others  to  a  proper  place  for 
disposal  or  to  the  sea,  should  be  laid.  We  believe 
that  the  very  best  interests  of  the  city,  public 
economy  and  the  public  health  would  be  well 
served  by  beginning  this  work  with  the  least 
necessary  delay. 

The  discharge  ot  sewage  into  Charles  River  and 
the  South  Bay  is  a  constantly  growing  evil 
which  already  annoys  and  discomforts  many,  and 
if  permitted  to  go  on  must  soon  exert  a  very  se- 
rious influence  upon  the  health  of  the  entire  city. 
This  danger  can  be  averted  by  carrying  the  sew- 
age of  the  citv  prope-',  of  Fast  Boston  and  Chailes- 
town  District  by  one  large  main  from  each  fully 
into  the  channel  of  the  harbor,  where,  in  deep  water 
and  strong  currents,  the  material  will  be  so  dissi- 
pated and  acted  upon  by  the  salt,  water  as  to  become 
harmless  and  unobjectionable  to  the  senses  be- 
fore it  can  lie  lodged  about  the  citv  bv  flood  tide. 
That  of  South  Boston  and  of  the  Highland  and 
Dorchester  districts  should  be  carried  well  into 
deep  water  in  Dorchester  Bay. 

To  carry  out  these  suggestions  would  require 
surveying  and  advice  of  competent  engineers  who 
would  carefully  consider  am!  leport  riot  only  the 
best  course  and  plan  for  these  mains,  but  what 
they  would  need  to  be,  without  alteration,  for  the 
next  fifty  or  one  hundred  years. 

There  are  many  places  within  the  limits  of  the 
city,  especially  in  the  newlv  annexed  territory, 
where,  although  a  supply  of  water  has  been  fur- 


perfect  saturation  of  the  soil  about  the  dwellings 
by  the  vast  overfiow  of  cesspools  and  vaults. 
Typhoid  fever  and  other  preventable  diseases  are 
frequent  in  these  places,  and  we  fear  must  con- 
tinue to  be  until  proper  sewerage  is  instituted. 

While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  watc  pipes  have 
anywhere  preceded  the  laying  of  sewers,  it  is  but 
fair  to  say  that  the  supply  of  pure  water  from  the 
pipes,  in  some  of  the  sections  referred  to,  had 
become  a  necessity,  aiid  the  people  would  have 
suffered,  but  in  a  little  different  way,  without  it. 

In  many  instances  the  well  water  gets  vitiated 
in  quality,  or  deficient,  in  quantity,  and  the  supply 
from  the  pipes  becomes  a,  great  blessing. 

We  would    respectfully  recommend    all    possible 

hastening  of  the  sewers,  and  a  halting  of  the  water 

pipes  in  those  sections  where   the  two  are  nor  now 

associated.  The  Board  of  Health. 

Bv  A.  W.  Boardman,  Chairman. 

railroad  locations  accepted. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  accepting  the  location  on  Wash- 
ington street,  formerly  Shawmut  avenue;  from 
the  Boston  &-.  Albany  Railroad,  aeceptingthe  loca- 
tions on  Albany,  Utica  and  Kueeland  streets. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


DECEMBER       28,       1874. 
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SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

A  request  was  received  frpm  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  corporation  for  leave  to  sell  by 
auction  certain  baggage  left  at  their  depot  since 
July  1, 1874.  Referred  lo  a  special  committee  con- 
sisting of  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Bigelow. 

JAIL   EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  lor  sr.iit8.09  for  expenses  of  the 
jail  for  December.    Ordered  paid. 

ALBANY-STREET  BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Albany-stre<  t  Bridge,  over  Rox- 
bury  Caual,  be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Dec.  29, 
1874,  and  remain  closed  until  certain  repairs  are 
completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  a  teport  recommending  that  the  execu- 
tive nominations  of  the  following-named  persons 
for  police  officers  be  confirmed:  James  G.  Arbe- 
cam,  Paul  Woodworth.  Edgar  A.  Hicks,  Thomas 
W.  Coleman,  Richard  V.  Irish,  George  \V.  Lane, 
Z.  Tavlor  Stevens,  Sidney  E.  Palmer,  Estell  W. 
Linco"ln,  Edward  F.  Gaskiu,  Byion  Richards, Mar- 
tin W.  Roberts. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  confirmed. 

POST  OFFICE  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  order  giving  the 
name  of  '•Post-office  square"  to  the  area  between 
Water,  Milk,  Congress  and  Pearl  streets,  with  pe- 
titions of  B.  F.  Brooks,  et  r/?.,  E.  R.  Mudge.  Saw- 
yer &  Co.  et  al.,  that  said  area  be  called  Farra- 
gut square,  reported  that  the  committee  are  in 
favor  of  the  name  of  Post-office  square,  as  being 
the  more  appropriate  one  to  designate  the  lo- 
cality. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  petition  of  Rear 
Admiral  Steedman,  and  thirty  other  United 
States  naval  officers,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  E. 
R.  Mudge,  Sawyer  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  said  square  be 
called  Farragut  square. 

Alderman  Brooks—  1  would  like  the  committee 
to  give  us  some  reason  why  Post  office  square  is  a 
more  appropriate  name  than  Farragut  square. 

Alderman  Peters — That  petition  was  handed  to 
a  member  of  the  committee  and  the  other  mem- 
bers have  seen  it,  but  they  still  think  that  Post 
Office  squ.,ie  is  more  appropriate  and  more  eupho- 
nious. The  square  was  made  foi  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing the  Po-f  Office  there;  it  designates  the  locali- 
ty at  once,  and  I  think  it  is  a  better  sounding 
name,  with  all  respee:  to  the  gallant  admiral 
whose  deed-  should  be  sounded  abroad. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Which  was  placed 
there  first,  the  Post  Office  or  the  square  ? 

Alderman  Peters — The  square  was  made  to  get 
the  Post  Office  there. 

Alderman  Worthington — Thatio  not  answering 
my  question. 

Aldei man  P Hers— The  Post  Office  is  not  there 
yet.    Part  of  the  building  is  there. 

Alderman  "SYorthiugton— Was  not  the  square 
there  first? 

Alderman  Peters— The  square  was  laid  out  after 
the  fire,  and  a  part  of  the  building  was  damaged 
in  the  great  fire.  The  building  does  not  extend  to 
the  square. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  words  "Far- 
ragut square"  be  substituted  for  "Post  Office 
square." 

Alderman  Cutter — The  Committee  on  Paving 
had  this  matter  before  them  and  are  thoroughly 
conversant  with  it.  This  petition  has  been  sent  in 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  I  handed  it  to  my  as- 
sociates, but  it  was  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  I  have  presented  it  to  you.  But  that 
does  not  alter  the  views  of  the  committee,  nor  do 
we  believe  it  meets  the  views  of  the  merchants 
and  business  men.  The  committee  admit  that 
Farragut   square  might  be  a  good  name  for  some 


like  to  call  this  place  Post  Office  square, 
and  I  have  not  «,  doubt  that  25,000  names  could  be 
got  on  a  petition  to  call  it  Post  Office  square.  You 
may  take  it  for  granted  that  all  who  wanted  it  called 
Farragut  square  signed  that  petition,  and  then  we 
may  consider  that'  the  rest  of  the  citizens  are  in 
favor  of  calling  it  Post  Office  square. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  was  lost—yeas 
5,  nays 


Says— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall, 
Peters,  Power,  Stebbit>s— 7. 

The  report  was  then  accepted,  and  the  order 
calling  it  Post  Office  square  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Cutter,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Jo-i ah  Qitiney.  trustee  of  Eliza  Babeoek. 
for  compensation  for  damage  by  change  of  grade 
in  Kil by  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
be  authorized  to  contiact  with  Choate  Burnham 
for  the  grading  of  300  feet  in  length  of  Vale  street,  . 
South  Boston,  tor  the  sum  of  sjr,iio;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $24.74  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Lawrence  Kelley,  109 
Silver  street,  and  the  same  be  assessed  on  John 
Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the.  sum  of  842.90  assessed  to  Mi- 
chael Guilfoyle  for  sidew  all;  on  West  Klghth street, 
corner  of  Dorchester' street,  be  abated,  and  the 
same  assessed  to  William  Marlow. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $65.85  assessed  to 
heirs  of  John'A.  Bilker  for  sidewalk  on  Eustis 
street,  comer  of  Magazine  street,  be  abated,  and 
the  same  assessed  to  Joseph  Kjle. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  830.20  assessed  to 
heirs  of  Michael  O'lionnell  for  sidewalk  on  Ben- 
nington street  be  abated,  and  822.02  of  said 
amount  1  e  as.-essed  to  T.  M.  Sheffield. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  in 
Lenox  street,  8230.70;  Bolton  street,  from  B  to  C, 
81205.04;  Bolton  street,  from  D  to  E,  81320.90; 
Chelsea  street,  $801.54;  Bennington  street, 
82197.92;  and  edgestones  in  Havre  street,  8755.55, 
with  orders  for  tne  proportionate  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.  Orders  severally  read 
twice  and  passed.  » 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Aldeiman  Hairis,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pav 
for  stieet  damages  as  follows: 

Order  to  pav  to  heirs  of  William  Mahoney  810,- 
228,  for  laying  out  of  Thorndike  street:  to  be 
charged  to  the  Northampton-street  District  Loan. 
Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  to  the  proprietors  of  Boston  Pier, 
on  the  Long  wharf.  827.005.  for  laying  out  and  ex- 
tension of  Commerce  street,  w\  on  their  paying  in- 
to the  city  treasury  the  sum  of  $58.00",  for  better- 
ments, filling,  sew  eis,  and  interest  thereon,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue,  and 
upon  the  said  proprietors  giving  to  the  city  a  deed 
or  release  for  the  same  in  conformity  to  a  bond 
now  held  by  the  city,  etc.;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Laving  out  and  Extending 
Commerce  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  topay  to  James  .M.  Smith,  Kol.ertfOilchrist. 
Robert  Simpson,  James  Curiae.  William  J.  Irving, 
Charles  R.  Gardner,  James  S.  Robertson,  Alexan- 
der Kennedy,  surviving  trustees  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Boston,  8115,000  for  their  es- 
tate surrendered  to  the  city  under  the  widening 
of  Beach  street,  and  taker?  by  an  order  of  the 
Street  Commissioners,  passed  .June  15.  1874,  all  the 
materials  that  may  be  in  said  church  above  the 
sidewalk,  the  same  to  be  removed  with  all  reason- 
ble  despatch  by  said  tiustees  whenever  notified  by 
the  city— or  this  reservation  to  the  trustees  to  be 
void  ;  the  trustees  not  to  have  ,  the  materials  of.  or 
take  down  any  partition  wall  on  the  premises 
which  is  a  partition  or  dividing  wall  between  them 
and  any  adjoining  estate;  the  estate  is  paid  for, 
subject  to  any  and  all  betterment  taxes,  or  lia- 
bility ti  such  betterment  taxes,  which  are  to  be 
wholly  assumed  by  the  city,  the  said  tiustees  giv- 
ing to  the  city  a  deed  or  release,  etc. ;  the  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Widening 
of  Beach  Street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  laving  out  and 
widening  Hunneman  street  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  stieet  be  cbarged  to  the  loan 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Northampton-street 
District. 

Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

COMPENSATION   FOR  CLERICAL   SERVICES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 
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Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  J. 
H.  Jenkins  the  sum  of  $400  for  clerical  services 
performed  during  the  present  municipal  year,  as 
authorized  by  the  city  ordinance  ;.the  same  to  he 
charged  to "  the  appropriation  for  "vTidening 
Streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  order  toot 
its  second  reading  and  was  putuxonits  passage. 

Alderman  Brooks  asked  whether  this  was  cus- 
tomary, and  whether  the  gentleman  named  was 
not  a  Salaried  officer,  obliged  to  act  for  this  com- 
mittee? 

Alderman  "Worthington  said  it  had  been  custom- 
ary for  a  number  of  years.  Sir.  Jenkins  is  em- 
ployed as  clerk  for  the  Street  Commissioners:  the 
Committee  on  Streets  also  employ  him.  By  the 
ordinance  the  City  Surveyor  is  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streetsl  and  he"  is  allowed  to  employ  an 
assistant,  who  is  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  this  year  he  has 
done  the  entire  work,  and  the  committee  gave 
him  §400.    Last  vear  he  received  S300. 

To  a  question  bv  Alderman  Brooks,  Alderman 
"Worthington  replied  that  Mr.  Jenkins's  salary  is 
S2000.  which  is  very  low  for  the  work  he  does,  and 
so  well,  too,  for  never  had  a  paper  or  record  come 
fromhim  which  bad  been  found  incorrect.  To 
Alderman  Cutter  he  said  Mr.  Jenkins's  salary  had 
been  raised  this  vear  $200.  and  it  should  have  been 
mane  S2500. 

Al  lerman  Cutter  thought  it  was  hardly  fair  for 
other  ageLts  of  the  cirv  who  do  their  work  equally 
well  and  labor  as  many  hours,  and  yet  they  do  not 
require  any  extra  perquisite-.  He  oid  not  think 
clerks  should  be  allowed  these  perquisites. 

Alaerman  "Worthington  said  it  was  compensa- 
tion for  additional  work  which  he  was  not  ex- 
pected to  do  for  his  regular  salary  as  Clerk  of  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Brooks  thought  the  custom  of  coming 
in  every  year  for  additional  -alary  for  a  clerk  was 
wrong.  There  ire  clerks  ir  departments  lie  is 
connected  with  just  a-  competent  as  this  one.who 
Ktra  compensation,  but  he  had  refuse  d  to 
countenance  it.  One  clerk  particularly  in  the  De- 
partment  for  survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
who  is  always  ready  and  perform?  hi-  duty  faith- 
,..,.;  ....  .  i  :-  ...11  known 
thai  a  pretty -mart  man  can  be  hired  !• 
He  believed  in  paying  a  clerk  wl 
but  not  in  voting  hiiu  extra  compensation  for 
work  he  is  i  i  and  it  is  understood  at 

the  commencement  of  the  vear  he  will  do. 

Alderman  Worthington -aid  it  wa-  not  under- 
stood at  the  (•••mineiiceinent  <d  the  year  that  Mr. 
Jenkins  would  do  tin-  work,  and  In-  did  only  a 
portion  of  the  work  last  year.  Mr.  Davis,  the 
City  Surveyor,  engaged  hnn,  and  it  is  an  inde- 
Iti'ce.  and  the  Alderman  did    not    believe 

an  in  City   Hall  could  do  the 
well  a-  bis  long  cxpciiei.ee  with  the   Strei 
.  .Id    it.       The    .- 
allows  Mi.  Davis  an  as-istant  and   Mr.   Jenkins    is 
by  him. 
Al  lerman  Power  said  that    it 
Davis's  duty  to  do  the  work,  and   if  he  employed 

.....il  I  paj  for  il.  a-  tlic  old,  i  fix- 
ing his  salary  -:id  lie  should  act  a-  .-cental.'.  Of 
tin-  Conm  -  without  extra   comfaen- 

II    Mr.  Jcnkin-  •  night  t.. 

Ql  tli.-  Al  Iceman  wa-  o|, 
and  lie  opposed  extra-  in  the  City  Solicitor's  otti'-e 

foi  the  same  rca-ou.     in  othei   departments  the 
.111,11111'  ■  i.-rk  without  additional 

.  ompensation. 

ordinances  ol    isc:i,  which   require  thi  - 

ii  i  in  it  r,.-  and    ..; 

i     ......       i  be  fixed  b)  the 

Alderman  Power  said  the  order  he  qui 

Alderman    Worthington  said  one  wan  an  ordi- 
i      ithi '  was  an  order,  and 
temporary. 

Allen,,  hi  Power  -aid  it  wa-  part  of  th( 

:  lie  it\  and  Mr.  Da\  ,-.  and  il  v 

a  part  oj  hi-  duty. 

Ablcm,  .......     '|.      : 

.   i  work  for 

..     poll     ... 
thing  in  hi-  imp 

nlttee 

•  ir.  1 nd  vehi- 

take  it.  and  he  thought  the 
committee  should  be  Looke  i  after.    Thi 

,  ng  about  tin-  $400  in  the  tai   levy,  and 


they  had  no  right  to,  and  were  springing  a  trap 
upon  them  at  the  last  of  the  year.  It  looked  like 
favoritism. 

Alderman    Worthington    said    that   Alder 


Paving  and  then  he  favored  that,  which  was 
granted.  When  anything  comes  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paying  it  is  all  right;  when  from  an v 
other  committee  it  is  all  wrong. 

Alderman  Power  contended  that  it  was  Mr. 
Davis's  duty  and  he  should  pay  for  the  assistance 
he  procured. 

Alderman  Cutter  said  the  Committee  on  raving- 
made  their  request  early  in  the  year,  which  the 
Committee  on  Streets  ought  to  have  done. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  Committee  on  Streets 
provided  for  this  in  the  tax  levy;  they  are  entitled 
to  a  clerk,  and  the  ordinance  allows  their  clerk  to 
hire  an  assistant,  which  the  committee  have  to 
pay  for.  Mr.  Davis  had  been  allowed  a  horse  and 
vehicle,  and  instead  of  buying  a  horse  he  hires 
one  when  he  needs  it,  instead  of  investing  ten  or 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  equipments.  He  has 
acted  with  the  Committee  on  Streets  when  called 
upon,  and  this  is  to  pay  for  his  assistant,  which 
the  ordinance  declares  he  may  have.  The  clerical 
workofthe  committee  is  very  difficult  to  perform  ;  a 
record  has  to  be  kept  of  all  "the  or. lers  and  settle- 
ments. This  is  nothing  new;  the  City  Surveyor's 
services  are  paid  for  and  he  performs  them,  and 
I  hi  i  •  n  not  allowed  an  assistant  he  would  not 
accept  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  committee. 
Ihi- wa.ik  oi;,-ii  employ- Mr.  Jenkins  till  late  in 
tlieevening.it  his  home. 

Al,,.  rin. in  Powei  did  not  intend  to  reflect  upon 
the  gentleman,  and  he  knew  the  Surveyor  attend- 

do  lor  til'  citv!  for  which  he  leoei've-  s::i;oo. 

Alderman  Ma)  -aid  he  had  approved  the  bills 
for  Mr.  Davis's  vehicle,  and  knew  it  was  needed. 

(In  the  pa  — age  of  the  older  Alderman  Clark 
called  for  the    \ea-  and  nays,  and  it    was  passed— 

yeas  9,  nays  S. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigolow.  Clark,  Emery,  Hall, 
ll.na  -.  Peter-,  ricscoti,  Siebbins.  Worthington— 


Nay.- -Ablcm 

A  motion  to  r. 
ton,  hoping  i;  w 
nay-  S— Aldd  in 

men  Brooks,  I 

Alderman  Clai  k  in  the  , 


iks,  Cutter,  Power— 3. 

■r  by  Alderman  Worthing- 

p.'e\  ail.  was  lost— yeas  4, 
i-  \  oting  yea   with  Alder- 

Powei . 


Committee  on  Li- 
— Samuel  Murdock, 
red— George  Abbott 


Dealer-      Ln      Secondhand     Articles     Licensed 

i _•    i;.  Mm  Ice,  I. 'is  Kingston -t  r.  et ;  Louis  Com, 

64  Mcrriniac  -Ireei. 

I.  ,  eii-e     foi      Intelligence    (llli.e    Transferred— 
\\  ;,,-.  .,    I.  Put  Id  A.  ('•  .  to  A.  W.  Willklield. 

In!  el  hud  it  office  Licensed— Louisa   It.  Dwighl, 
519  Washington  Btreet. 

Victua  Pels'  Licenses  ill  anted-   Philip  <  'a  urn  .  HI 
Prince     -tic  i  .  Simon  S.  Lankin.  it     L-scx    street  ; 

join   Mitoruiick.  98  Sumner  street,  Bast    Boston. 

lllj    :,c  -ep|.  ,1. 

i-i   i.i  [0   i .  \  NDS. 

'ldeiman    i  mi  ry,  foi    the   Joint  Committee  on 

Pill, lie  Land-,  -iibinil  I i-d     reports    rccoinim  mling 
tin    p:,~-age  of  ih,    following  old,  is  : 

( Irdered.    I  hat     the     lime  lor    I, nil, ling  upon  the 

lot  of  laud  on  Albanj  cornel  of  I  oncord  -in  et.as 
sold  bj  the  cits  '"  Simeon    B,  Smith    l Mended 

l-7H.ii|,on  his  pining  lo  1  ho  Mipci  uile  nd- 

ent  of  Public  Lands  the    sum  ol    |100  within   ten 

.     a,.  |  hi   pa     .._ 

i  hai  ln- 

oil  hoi  i/ed 

cute  an   ll,-l  r Ill    11 

forth  in  till 

and  given  tO  i. on  bj 


I  .  |S7I .  ami  Julj    1 .  1ST.''.,    -o    that  Imilil- 

I  coinplcleo    on    -aid   land 

w  1 1  l,ii,    l  WO    \o.il-    I  i. an   I  lie  al.ov  c  .late-  ;    -aid  in 
-I nt  lo  I'.c  ileliMieil    lo    -aid  \\  ill, in  up,,,.  In 

...  iii,     aid  '  i,y  the  - -inn  within  ten 

.■  .  i                    .    o|  tin-  order. 
ill      A  pa      '.I  ami  -enl  down   . 


DECEMBER       28,       1874,. 
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SOUTH  BOSTON  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 

Building-,  -uhmiited  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hive  for  an  additional  term 
of  ch-ee  years,  beginning  Jan.  1,1*75,  the  rooms 
occupied"  as  a  branch  library  in  the  Soutn  Boston 
Saving-  Bank  building,  on  Broadway,  corner  of 
E  street,  the  rent  of  said  rooms  to  be  81600  per 
rear,  together  with  the  proportionate  amount  due 
vearlv  for  taxes  and  heating;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  order  took 
its  second  reading  and  was  put  on  its  oassage. 

Alderman  Harris— What  woukl-the  rental  of  the 
entire  building  be? 

Alderman  Emery  had  not  the  figures  with  him. 
The  ci*y  leased  the  rooms  for  three  years,  with  the 
privilege  of  renewal  atter  Jan.  1. 1875. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  how  much  room  they 
have. 

Alderman  Emery  said  the  entire  front  of  E 
street  in  the  second  storv  and  two  or  three  rooms 
in  the  rear.  Thev  are  fitted  up  for  the  library, 
and  he  supposed  tile  trustees  expected  to  have  it 
remain  there. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

RECOUNTS  OF  VOTES   AT  THE  CITY  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Peters,  for  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  returns  of  the  municipal 
election,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  M.  H.  Keenan  et  o.l.,  that  the  bal- 
lot-cast  for  Clerk  in  Ward  12,  and  petition  of 
Calvin  Torrev  et  at.,  that  the  ballot-  for  Inspectors 
of  Election  in  said  waid.be  recounted,  the  com- 
mittee find  the  results  a-  follows:  For  Clerk- 
Thomas  Burns  had  703,  Matthew  F.  Connor  had 
695,  all  others  4.  For  Inspectors— John  F.  Moore, 
831:  Francis  J.  Baxter,  83'.i :  Alban  S.  Green.  807; 
H.  F.Xaphen.  7C6;  James  Renfrew,  711;  B.  F. 
Donnell,  703:  AV.  J.  G.Fogg.  680;  John  S.  H.Fogj:, 
Jr..  114.  It  is  claimed  that  the  ballots  for  W.  J.  G. 
Fogg  and  J.  S.  H.  Fogg,  Jr.,  were  intended  forthe 
same  person,  and  that  the  ballots,  if  credited  to 
"W.  J.  G.  Fogg,  would  be  sufficient  to  elect  him. 
But  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  name-  is  so 
great  that  the  committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to 
recommend  that  a  certificate  of  election  be  fur- 
nished him.  Thev  therefore  report  that  the  per- 
sons reported  by  "the  ward  officers  as  elected  to 
the  offices  of  Clerk  unci  Inspectors  in  AVard  12 
appear  to  have  been  chosen.    Accepted. 

On  petition  of  William  K.  Jones  et  ah,  that  the 
ballots  cast  in  "Ward  8  for  Aldermen  may  be  re- 
counted, the  committee  report  that,  as  advised  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  it  is  not  competent  or  legal  for 
this  committee. or  this  Board  at  this  time  to  open 
the  box  of  ballots  of  "Ward  8,  or  to  examine  said 
ballots  for  the  purpose  desired.  They  therefore 
renort  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw.   Accepted. 

On  petition  of  Charles  F.  Sullivan  et  at.,  for  a 
recount  of  the  ballots  cast  for  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tion in  AVard  3.  the  committee  report  that  James 
Mills  had  813,  J.  H.  Gouiding  358.  James  Smitb 
305,  John  F.  Canavan  373,  Isaac  Chase  350,  and 
they  are  elected;  being  the  same  persons  who 
were  declared  as  elected  by  the  ward  officers. 
John  Mullaly,  who  received  the  next  highest  vote, 
had  348,  and  sundry  other  parties  Jess  numbers. 
each.    Acdepted. 

THE  PROPOSED  SQUARE    ON  THE  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Ground-,  submitted  a  report 
on  the  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  sitisf  -ictory 
arrangement  can  be  made  to  have  the  lot  of  land 
bounded  bv  Huntington  avenue.  Boylston  and 
Dartmouth  streets  laid  out  as  ornamental  grounds. 
The  lot  referred  to  contains  about  thirty  thousand 
square  feet,  of  which  about  two-thirds  have  been 
set  apart  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the 
Institute  "of  Technology.  The  remaining  por- 
tion is  owned  by  a  private  individual. 
The  trustees  of  the"  institute  t-ave  expressed 
a  readiness  to  cooperate  with  the  city  in 
accomplishing  the  object  desired,  and  "  will 
give  up  their  lot  for  another  of  equal  dimensions 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Dartmouth  street.  In 
view  of  the  benefit  which  will  accrue  to  the 
property  of  the  State  if  these  grounds  are  laid 
out  and  ornamented  by  the  city,  it  is  believed 
that  the  Legislature  will  be  willing  to  set  apart 
other  grounds  for  the  use  of  the  institute.  The 
committee  have  conferred  with  the  owners  of 
lands  abutting   on  tne  streets    sui  rounding   the 


grounds  proposed  to  be  laid  out.  and  find  them 
wDling  to  contribute  towards  the  purchase  of  that 
portion  of  the  grounds  owned  by  a  private  in- 
dividual. It  appears  to  be  perfect!;  feasible  to 
make  an  arrangement  for  keeping  these  grounds 
open  to  the  puulic  use  without  involving  much, 
if  any,  expense  to  the  city;  and  the  committee 
therefore  recommend  that  the  suoieet  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 

Report  accep'ted.  and  reference  ordered  and  re- 
port sent  down. 

WORK  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GROT~NDS. 

Aldeinian  Bigelow.  for  the  Jont  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  he  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  8232.30,  in  addition  to  the  appropri- 
ation heretofore  made,  for  lumber,  carpentering. 
mason  work  and  painting;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  8461.62,  m  addition  to  the  appropri- 
ation heretofore  made,  for  tools  and  repairs  on 
the  same :  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation tor  Common  and  Public  Ground:-. 

O-  dered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  he  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations heretofoie  made,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  triangular  lot  bounded  by  Ea<rie, 
Trenton  and  Prescott  streets,  East  Boston:  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

DORCHESTER    MUNICIPAL  COURT. 

Alderman  Emen  .  from  the  Committee  on  Coun- 
ty Buildings,  submitted  a  report  stating  that  the 
n-ew  police  station  in  AVard  16  is  nearly  completed, 
that  an  appropriation  will  be  necessary  to  fit  up 
the  rooms  for  the  Dorchester  Municipal  Court, 
and  r  commending  the  passage  of  the  accompauj  - 
ice  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  expend  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  81200  for  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishirg  rooms  for  the  Municipal  Court,  Dorches- 
ter District; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation foi  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  one?. 

ELECTION     OF     WEIGHERS     AND     INSPECTORS     OF 
LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Brooks,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Harbor,  submitted  a  report  recommending:  the 
election  or  John  C.  Brook-  as  a  Weigher  and  In- 
spector of  Lighters,  vice  Abijab  R.  Tewksbury,  re- 
signed ;  al-o  the  election  of  Cuailes  C.  Gey'er  to 
be  a  Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Lighters,  vice 
George  C.  "Faulkner,  resigned.  The  committee 
find  that  Mr  T.  wksbnry  ha-  faithful, v  perfoimed 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  leport  was  accepted.  Subsequently  Alder- 
man Brooks  moved  that  the  Board  proceed  to  an 
election,  which  resulted  in  Air.  Brooks  receiving 
12  votes  and  ill.  Geyer  receiving  11  votes,  and 
they  were  declared  elected  en  the  part  of  the 
Board,  and  the  report  was  sent  down. 

THE  BATHLNG  DEPART3TENT. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  annual  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Bathing  for  the  year  1874 
(City  Doc.  Xo.  109). 

The  following  statements  show  the  expense  of 
maintainii  g  each  e-tablishment  during  the  year, 
and  tha  number  of  bathers  of  each  class:  "No.  1, 
AVest  Bo-ton  Bridge.  8593.28:  Xo.  3,  Charles  River 
Bridge,  .5801.15:  Xo.  4.  AVanen  Bridge.  .8613.01 ;  Xo. 
5,  East  Boston,  Border  street.  $886.95;  Xo.  6,  East 
Boston.  Border  street,  8880.95;_Xo.  7,  Federal- 
street  Bridge,  8815.22 :  _. 
nue  Bridge,  8620.13:  >. 
Fifth  street.  8HI72  s>; :  > 
L  street,  si.  B9.0I  ;  No. 
8853.09;  Xo.  12.  Dover-s 

13,  Boston  Highlands.  ( 

14,  Boston  Highlands, 

15,  Xorfolk  avenue.  87 
Commercial  street.  842 
Maverick  street.  §780 
Chelsea  Bridge,  $1152 
(  bel-ea  Brid-.-.  -r.--  :•_ 
den  Bridge,  §960.91; 
twelvemonth-.    -12. 10! 


.  Alt 
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The  following  stitemcnt  gives  the  total  number 
of  bathers  In  each  class  for  ench  month,  at  each 
house : 

No.  1,195.200;  No.  3,  149.274:  No.  4.  U.350;  No.  5, 
120,712;  No.  6,  73.02(1:  No.  7.  1)0.722;  No.  s,  127,000; 
No.  9,  49,319;  No.  10,  122,508;  No.  11,  120,000;  No. 
12.  52,451;  No.  13,  01,725;  No.  14,  26,896;  No.  15, 
53,491;  No.  16.  10,282;  No.  17.  32.561 ;  No.  Is,  31,911  ; 
No.  19,  21,482;  No.  20,  27,033;  total,  1,427,166. 

1874.  1873. 

Wholfmuul.fi'  men  bathers 344,2x7  324,139 

I.., y  bathers B25,117  894,176 

"  "         women  "bathers 56,524  36,011 

girl  bathers 201,238  135,000 

1,427,166         1,389,926 

Increase,  1874 37 ,240 

The  total  expense  of  maintaining  the  baths  dur- 
ing the  municipal  year— the  number  of  houses  be- 
ing increased  from  seventeen  to  nineteen— as  be- 
fore given,  was  s2s,xsl.5o,  against  S37.209.43  in 
1873;  thus  showing  a  difference  of  the  sum  of 
NN.41T.93  in  favor  of  this  yeaf. 
The  report  was  sent  down. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Hall,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  reports  that  no  further  action  is  neces- 
sary on  petitions  of  Richard  Gluey  et  al.  for  gas 
lamps  on  Walk-Hill  street;  and  Thomas  Button 
et  al.  for  gas  lamps  on  Eighth  street,  between  H 
and  I  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  Timothy  (tunning, 
Lamartine  street,  provided  the  present  stable 
shall  be  discontinued,  and  the  new  one  erected  on 
the  southeast  comer  of  said  lot,  and  near'Finner- 
ty's;  to  Thomas  Conner-',  :jso  Seventh  street,  pro- 
vided a  stone  foundation  is  built  within  six 
months  from  date  of  permit;  to  William  Devine, 
525  Fifth  street ;  to  Alexander  Thelburn,  17  Can- 
terbury street ;  to  Patrick  W.  Merriam,  Oakland 
street,  Ward  19;  Reuben  Edgett,  corner  Maple 
and  Scbujler  streets,  Ward  16."  Severally  accept- 
ed, 

ABMOBIES. 

*  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  tin-  armorv  of  ( ompam  •', Fourth 
Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  be,  and  it  is  here- 
by, established  in  the  city  building  on  the  corner 
iii  Do,-,  h,  -t,T  avuue  and' Gibson  street,  Ward  16. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

OMNIBUS  KOUTES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordeied  the  route 
within  the  city  of  Boston  for  all  omnibuses  run- 
ning between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston  shall 
be  as  follows,  namely:  From  Cragie's  Bridge 
through  Levei ett  street  to  Minot  street;  thence 
through  Minot  street  to  Wall  street;  thence 
through  Wall  street  to  Merrimac  street;  thence 
through  Merrimac  street  to  Haymarket  square; 
thence  through  Washington  street  to  Dock  square; 
thence  through  Devonshire  street  to  Milk  street; 
thence  through  Milk  street  to  Hawley  street ; 
thence  through  tfawley  street  to  Summer  street; 
thence  through  Summer  street  to  Washington 
street;  thence  through  Washington  street  to  Milk 
street;  thence  through  Milk  street  to  Devonshire 
street;  thence  through  Devonshire  street  to  Dock 
square;  thence  through  Washington  street  to  Hay- 
market  square:  thence  through  Merrimac  street 
to  Wall  street;  thence  through  Wall  street  to  Mi- 
not street;  thence  through  Minot  street  to  Lev- 
erett  street;  thence  through  Leverett  street  to 
Cragie's  Bridge. 

Read  once. 

CITIZENS'   GASLIGHT  COMPANY, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  granting 
"leave  to  wi'h-h.iw  "  on  pel  it  ion  of  ••  Citizens'  Gas- 
light Company "  Eoi  Leave  to  open  the  streets  of 
this  city,  with  minority  repuit  in  fax  or  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner-,  under  certain  restrie- 


o,    ,  ,,    ,.    II,.. I   -   c    ,,.,.-,■„(  of  the    Hoard   of    Al- 
dciincn  isheri  bj  given  to   the  Citizen's'   Gaslight 

I  i. in] •  ,  ai  d  -inl  .  oinpan\   is  hereby    authorized 

fco  dig  up  and  open  the  grounds  an  any  and  all  the 
streets,  lanes  and  highways  in  the  city,  so  far  as 


may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of   laying    its 

mams,  pipes  and  apparatus  therein,  and  distribut- 
ing illuminating  gas;  such  work  to  be  prosecuted 
by  said  company  under  the  dnection  and  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  this  Hoard  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Street's;  /,rovi<lnl,  however,  and  this 
consent  and  authority  is  grantc  it  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  said  eompam  shall  first  furnish  to  the 
eitv  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  in  the  penal  sum 
of  S2OO.000,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  City 
Solicitor,  the  suretiSs  thereon  to  be  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  conditioned  that  said 
company  shall  within  two  years  from  the  fust  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1875.  build  gas  works  within  the 
limits  of  the  city,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  manu- 
facture one  million  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  day,  and 
furnish  apparatus  and  facilities  for  distributing 
the  same  ;  and  also  that  said  company  shall  exe- 
cute with  the  city  an  agreement  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  binding  said  company  to  sell  to 
the  city  its  works,  property  anil  rights,  at  any  time 
within  ten  years  from  the  Hist  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1875,  if  the  city,  being  thereto  duly  author- 
ized, shall  vote  to  purchase  the  same,  at  such 
price  as  shall  be  determined  by  three  disinterested 
persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  selected  by  said 
company,  one  by  the  city,  and  the  third  by  the 
two  so  selected  ;  and  provided  further  that  unless 
said  company  accepts  in  writing  the  conditions 
named  therein  and  furnishes  the  said  bond  and 
executes  the  said  agreement  within  ninety  days 
from  the  date  hereof,  this  order  shall  be  void. 

Alderman  Peters  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  be  accepted. 

Alderman  Power— I  wish  to  oppose  the  accept- 
ance of  that  report.  I  have  nothing  particular  to 
say  about  the  way  in  which  the  Host  on  (las  Light 
Company  has  done  its  business,  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  I  am  exactly  in  favor  of  having  another 
company.  From  the  information  I  have  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  city  ot  Boston  running  this  gas  busi- 
ness, and  1  see  no  other  way  to  begin  than  through 
the  establishment  of  a  new  company.  I  therefore 
hop?,  that  the  order  I  have  oll'ered  will  be  passed. 
I  agree  somewhat  with  the  remarks  ol 'Mr.  Nash  on 
this  subject,  which  are.  no  doubt  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  all  gentlemen  in  this  Board,  and 
I  think  it  is  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city 
and  the  citizens  that  the  city  should  control  this 
matter,  at  least  to  a  much  gieater  extent  than 
they  do  at  present.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
we  went  to  the  Legislature  to  try  to  get  some  ot 
our  grievances  remedied— not  against  the  Boston 
G a- light  Company— yet  we  found  that  gaslight, 
company  there  to  oppose  with  all  its  power  the 
obtaining  of  this  right,  which  the  city  should 
have.  Notwithstanding  all  the  privileges  they 
have  of  taking  up  the  streets  whenever  they 
please,  yet  when  we  wish  to  get  authority 
which  we  should  have,  we  fin'd  them  oppos- 
ing it,  and  we  have  no  control  of  this  mat- 
ter. Now,  sir,  in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of 
these  petitioners  we  lind  not  one  here  oppos- 
ing it  except  Mr.  Nash  and  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company;  and  we  have  8000  petitioners  that  the 
prayer  of  the  Citizens'  Gaslight  Company  may  be 
granted.  As  I  said  before,  1  think  the  city  should 
have  control  of  this  matter,  and  tl  ere  is  no  hope 
of  our  doing  that  with  the  Boston  Gaslight  Com- 
pany. Of  course  we  do  not  expect  this  or  any 
other  government  to  appropri;  te  Ss.ooo.ooo  to 
purchase  the  property  i.f  the  Boston  Gaslight 
Company,  and  the  only  way  to  reach  this  matter  is 
to  establish  a  new  company  under  the  restrictions 
given  in  this  order,  by  which  the  <  ity  may  get  gas 
works  capable  of  furnishing  the  desired  amount 
at  an  expense  of  S3, 000,000  or  st, 000,000.  Now,  sir, 
111  opposition  to  the  city  manufacturing  i's  own 
gas,  the  Boston  company  idler  evidence  to  show 
that  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and 
quote  the  management  of  the  Philadelphia  works. 
'Ihe  wa"  the  works  ai-  managed  there  should  not 
be  taken  as  any  criterion  for  us  to  go  by.  We 
have  had  in  the  past  a  pretty  honest  administra- 
tion of  affairs  here.  But  in  Philadelphia  the 
Trust  holds  secret  sessions,  selects  parties  to  com- 
pete for  contracts,  and  does  not  allow  the  public 
to  know  anything  about  its  affairs,  and  pay-  a. 
great  deal  more  for  coal  than  it  costs  in  places 
Less  favorably  situated;  iii  fact  more  than  the 
Boston  company  does.  The  Northern  Liberty 
Gas  Coiupanv  supplies  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
with  gas  at.  SI  .15  per  thousand  feet, and  they  labor 
under  great  disadvantages;  yet  they  can  afford  to 
light  the  city  lamps  for  $33  apiece. 

Aldeiman'Power  read  from  pages  126  and  127  of 
Hie  printed  report  of  the  hearing,  Mr.  Nash's  re- 
marks on  the  manufacture   and   use   of  gas  made 
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from  petroleum  at  bis  factory  in  Cambridge, 
showing  that  it  could  be  sold  for  §1.50  or  $2  a 
thousand  feet,  and  continued : 

But  the  Boston  Ga-light  Company  say  they  can- 
not make  gas  for  less  than  $2  a  thousand,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  they  will  be  able  to  do  so  as  long- 
as  they  have  no  competition  and  use  none  of 
the  modern  impiovements.  But  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  what  I  have  learned  on  this 
subject,  that  gas  can  be  furnished  at  $1.50, 
and  I  do  not  think  we  will  get  it  at  that  price  un- 
less we  have  a  rew  company  or  the  city  gets 
works  of  its  own.  Good  light  is  certainly  next  in 
necessity  to  good  water.  Another  reason  why  I 
advocate  this  is  that,  in  this  country  of  equal 
rights,  it  is  a  most  absurd  anil  unreasonable  thing 
to  think  that  one  individual  or  corporation  should 
be  permitted  to  obtain  such  power,  and  retain  the 
exclusive  carrying  on  of  such  a  large  business;  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  teetotally  against  the  princi- 
ples of  our  government  that  any  person  or  per- 
sons should  have  a  monopoly  of  any  one 
business.  That  is  my  principal  reason  for 
advocating  this  order.  Now,  it  may  be 
said  that  this  movement  does  not  mean  anything; 
that  this  is  a  bogus  organization ;  that  it  ha.s  a 
bogus  look  about  it.  But  that  with  me  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  question.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  the  biggest  scoundrel  in  Boston  comes  here 
and  asks  for  a  primer  thing,  that  should  not  influ- 
ence mv  action  ;  it  is  what  is  wanted  rather  than 
who  wants  it  that  should  govern  me.  Therefore, 
I  throw  the  people  who  apply  for  this  permit  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question.  It  is  our  duty  to  pro- 
vide against  Hie  possibility  of  its  being  simply  an 
attempt  to  blackmail  the  existing  company,  and 
therefore  I  have  endeavored  toprovide  for  that  in 
the  order  I  have  offered.  Of  course  I  hear  objec- 
tions to  ripping  up  the  streets,  and  the  great  in- 
convenience to  the  public;  but  I  am  conversant 
with  all  that,  and  still  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  ends  of  justice  and  equal  rights  dictate  to  me 
to  advocate  this  measure. 

Alderman  Stebbins— How  far  would  the  Alder- 
man extend  that  principle?  How  many  compa- 
nies would  he  allow  to  locate  their  pipe's  in  the 
streets? 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  every 
company  which  wants  to  should  have  the  privi- 
lege. There  should  be  no  more  limit  put  upon  gas 
than  UBon  beer  or  any  other  merchantable  article 
made  in  this  country.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  the  Boston  Gas  Company  I  presume 
they  have  managed  their  business*  successfully, 
as  they  have  intended,  and  that  is  to  ma)ke 
money.  They  have  made  money,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  that.  They  have  a  monopoly,  and 
may  not  have  exercised  it  with  the  severity  and 
oppression  that  other  monopolies  have  used;  but 
we  do  not  know  who  is  to  manage  this  concern  in 
future,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be,  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  and  the  citizens  for  the  city  to 
get  control  of  this  matter.  I  see  no  other  way  to 
do  that  than  by  establishing  a  new  company. 

Alderman  Cutter — I  do  not  see  as  I  need  say 
anything  in  favor  of  the  majority  report,  as  the 
gentleman  has  argued  my  side  of  the  question. 
He  has  virtually  said  that  he  has  no  confidence  in 
that  company  and  they  do  not  want  to  furnish  the 
city  with  gas.  If  he  wants  the  city  to  have  gas 
works  why  don't  he  put  in  an  order  at  once? 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  say  I  had  no  confi- 
dence in  the  new  company. 

Alderman  Cutter— If  I  understand  his  argu- 
ment, it  is  that  the  city  should  own  the  works, 
and  I  suppose  this  company  desire  to  start  works 
to  sell  out  to  somebody  else,  and  it  don't  make 
any  difference  whether  it  is  to  the  city  or  the  old 
company.  If  corruption  exists  in  Philadelphia, 
I  should'  advise  them  to  go  there  at  once,  for  coal 
is  cheaper  than  here ;  if  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment is  correct,  there  is  a  grand  chance  for  them, 
because  money  making  is  tneir  object.  We  have 
a  good  company  and  good  gas  at  'as  low  a  price 
as  any  city  in  the  country  except  Detroit, 
where  the  companies  are  eating  each  other  up. 
The  Boston  company  lakes  care  of  its  work  well;  the 
safety  of  the  city  is  not  at  all  endangered  by  their 
works.  If  we  allow  another  company  to  put  down 
pipes  in  our  streets,  if  there  are  any  leaks  you  will 
not  know  whom  to  blame.  If  there  is  a  smell  of  gas 
in  your  house  you  know  what  to  do;  but  if  you 
get  mixed  up  with  several  companies  1  do  not'see 
what  safety  we  shall  have.  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
stand  bv  our  company  until  we  see  that  there  is 
some  corruption  or  dishonesty,  rather  than  to 
stand  by  and  patronize  a  company  we  do  not 
know,  and   have  no   reason    to  believe  thev  know 


anything  more  about  making  gas  than  the  old  one. 
They  rely  entirely  upon  Mr.  Kennedy :  he  is  here 
to  tell  us  about  it,  and  if  they  build  the  works  he 
will  make  money,  and  he  will  talk  a  long 
while  in  order  to  get  a  chance  to  spend  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Then  this  petition  did  not  in- 
clude the  subject  of  this  order;  we  had  no  such 
subject  before  us,  and  the  gent)  -man  ha.s  switched 
off  and  shows  that  he  has  no  confidence  in  the 
new  company  himself. 

Alderman  Peters — As  I  understand  it,  the  com- 
mittee made  no  extended  report  because  there 
was  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board.  According 
to  the  gentleman's  argument,  this  is  not  merely 
blackmailing  the  Boston  Gas  Company,  but  IS 
robbing  them  of  their  works.  They  have 
never  been  asked  to  sell.  His  claim  is 
that  the  Boston  Gaslight  Companv  property 
is  worth  eight  millions.  Their  stock  i's  ,s2,:,(>n,noo, 
and  the  amount  of  their  dividends  is  less  than 
seven  per  cent.  I  claim  that  they  should  make 
money  and  that  they  have  property  invested 
whicli  we  should  protect,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  can  receive  better  dividends  on  their  money 
than  they  do  now.  In  all  this  hearing  there  was 
no  complaint  against  the  Boston  Gas  Company; 
they  had  eight  thousand  petitioner*  and  not  one 
single  complaint.  But  the  evidence  submitted  is 
enough  to  cause  us  to  say  that  at  present  the  Bos- 
ton company  ought  to  be  protected  in  the  rights 
they  have.  If  the  city  wants  to  make  its  own  gas, 
why  not  try  and  see  if  they  will  sell  their  works. 

Alderman  Power— What  I  meant  to  say  was 
that  there  had  been  all  sorts  of  reports  got  ten  up.no 
doubt,  with  a  desire  to  prevent  the  prayer  or  the 
petitioners  from  being  granted.  Statements 
have  been  made  that  it  is  a  bogus  concern  ;  that 
they  don't  mean  business,  and  have  got  it  up  for 
blackmail.  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing  of  this 
new  company.  I  said,  granting  all  that,  yet  when 
I  thought  a  thing  is  proper  and  right,  1  have  no 
right  to  decide  the  question  on  the  character  of 
the  person  who  asks  for  it.  I  am  not  hereto  ad- 
vocate the  rights  of  any  corporation  or  person  ex- 
cept the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  I  think  their  in- 
terest would  be  subserved  by  a  change  in  the  gas 
business.  The  eight  thousand  persons  .vho  signed 
those  petitions  had  some  reason  for  desiring 
a  change  or  they  would  not  have  signed.  There 
are  the  names  of  many  business  men  of  Boston 
who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  signing  petitions  with- 
out some  reason  for  it,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to 
assume  that  they  do  not  know  what  they  are  do- 
ing. The  Alderman  from  Ward  17  argues  that  we 
can  buy  the  old  companv,  with  its  capital  of 
$5,000,000. 

Alderman  Peters— The  capital  stock  is  *2,r>oo,ooo. 

Alderman  Power— It  was  increased  last  year. 

Alderman  Peters—  Trie  capital  was  $2,000,000, 
and  they  have  authority  to  increase  it  one  million, 
which  has  not  been  done. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  was  increased  $500,- 
oan  last  year. 

Alderman  Power  —  That  is  not  the  question. 
Everybody  knows  that  it  is  not  all  the  capital  re- 
quired to  carry  on  the  business.  I  move  that  my 
order  be  substituted  for  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Alderman  Emery— I  have  not  had  time  to  look 
over  this  order  and  I  cannot  vote  intelligently 
upon  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  Boston  at  some  time  or 
other  to  have  a  competing  gas  company;  but  I 
have  not  made  up  my  mind  that  two  companies 
could  operate  in  Boston  successfully  at  the  same 
time.  I  desire  time  to  know  what  we  are  talking 
about,  and  I  therefore  move  that  this  subject  be 
specially  assigned  for  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Hall— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give 
some  reasons  for  delay.  I  do  not  propose  to 
dodge  this  thing,  and  don't  propo-e  that  any  one 
else  shall.  I  want  this  thing  settled  before  this 
Board  goes  out  of  existence.  Is  there  any  new  in- 
formation we  can  get?  Let  every  man  'come  to 
time  and  vote  upon  the  question  now,  and  make 
his  record. 

Alderman  Emery— I  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  until  this  new  order  came  in:  but  that  is  a 
subject  of  some  magnitude,  and  I  desire  to  look 
it  over. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
10  says  he  don't  propose  that  he  or  anybody  else 
shall  dodge  this  question.  I  do  not  suppose  he 
has  any  power  over  this  Board,  and  can  prevent 
any  one  from  dodging  if  he  sees  fit. 

Alderman  Hall— You  are  the  gentleman  I  meant. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  been  here  about 
twelve  months,  and   1  wish   he  would  show  me  a 
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ease  where  1  have  dodged  a  question.  I  think 
the  suggestion  of  Alderman  Emery  is  very  perti- 
nent. It  is  very  important  that  this  Hoard  should 
know  the  conditions  they  art  10  impose  upon  the 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Company.  It  would  not  be 
right  to  grant  them  the  right  to  go  iato 
certain  sections  of  the  city  and  take  what  is 
called  the  cream  of  the  othei  company's  business. 
So  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
it  liP  over  and  let  us  ascertain  the  exact  terms  and 
conditions  it  imposes  upon  this  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company. 

Alderman  Hall— If  there  is  no  intention  of  dodg- 
ing the  question  I  do  not  object  to  its  lying  over. 

Aldetman  Cutter — I  do  not  wish  it  understood 
that  those  who  signed  the  majority  report  want  it 
laid  over.  We  are  leady  to  meet  the  question.  It 
was  feared  we  might  refer  this  matter  to 
the  next  Government.  "\Ve  appeared  here 
promptly  with  our  report,  and  are  ready 
to  vote  upon  it  now.  The  alderman  op- 
posite intimates  that  we  stand  by  the  old  com- 
pany. I  say  we  are  bound  to  stand  by  the  bridge 
that  Carrie's  lis  safely  over.  He  sneaks  of  sooo 
petitioners.  I  leniember  that  we  had  S000 petition- 
ers for  a  lire  commission  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  opposed  it.  I  claim  that  those  8000  pe- 
tioners  are  all  who  want  this  new  >  ompany ;  sub- 
tract 8000  from  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  you 
have  the  number  who  want  the  old  company  to 
continue.  If  vou  circulate  a  petition  for  vents  to 
come  down  today,  I  venture  to  say  half  the  popu- 
lation of  this  city  will  sign  it,  without  regard  to 
whether  it  would  be  right.  Gentlemen  signed 
this  petition  because  they  were  told  they 
would  get  gas  cheaper.  A  petition  of 
that  sort  should  have  no  weight  with  this 
Board.  We  should  do  what  is  right,  and  not  gov- 
ern ourselves  by  th.6  length  of  petitions.  So  long- 
as  there  is  no  complaint  against  tins  company, for 
the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  except  the  members 
ot  this  new  company,  I  think  »e  had  better  adopt 
the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Peters— The  gentleman  speaks  of  our 
standing  by  the  old  company:  I  suppose  he  stands 
bv  the  new' one.  I  mean  to  stand  by  the  city,  and 
if  th^re  is  an  implied  contract  it  is  that  the  gas 
company  should  be  protected  and  upheld,  and  I 
believe  i  stand  by  the  citizens  in  doing  so. 

Alderman  Power — I  took  the  gentleman  at  his 
word.  He  said,  "Stand  by  the  old  company."  I 
do  not  know  that  it  deserves  any  more  protection 
than  any  other  corporation  in  the  city.  I  stand 
here  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  taxpayers,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  it 
would  be  for  tlieir  interest  to  have  a  new  gas  com- 
pany, whether  run  by  the  city  or  another  corpora- 
tion. Competition  is  the  life  of  this  country;  it 
has  made  this  country  what  it  is,  and  the 
fact  that  equal  rights  are  guaranteed  to  every- 
body is  what  makes  corporations  and  business 
multiply  all  over  this  land.  Suppose  every 
branch  of  business  in  this  city  had  been  given  to 
one  concern;  we  would  not  have  reached  one- 
fortieth  of  our  size.  The  growth  of  the  country 
would  be  stopped  if  we  carried  out  that  principle. 

Alderman  Cutter  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  —  I  hope  this  subject  will  be 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday.  There  is  a 
new  order  here  which  I  have  seen  and  read  for 
the  first  time  today,  and  I  wish  to  look  it  over  and 
see  whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  grant  the  petition  of  the  new  company 
under  those  restrictions.  I  believe  it  is  a  question 
whether  there  should  not  be  another  gas  company 
established  in  the  city  of  Boston.  No  less  than 
8000  individuals,  including  many  of  the  most  re- 
spoctablo  business  linns  in  this  city,  have 
asked  this  Board  to  grant  permission  to 
the  new  company  to  lay  down  pipes  in 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  ot  this  city.  They  ex- 
pect that  a  new  company  will  create  competition 
which  will  tend  to  improve  the  quality  of  gas  by 
introducing  modern  improvements  in  its  manu- 
facture, and  thereby  al-o  lessening  the  price. 
These  8000  citizens  know  what  they  ask  for;  one- 
half  the  number  of  citizens  who  voted  at  the  hist 
election  ask  you  to  grant  this  privilege  to  a  new 
company.  I  contend  that  their  request  should  be 
cared  for.  I  know  it  is  hard  to  grant  the  right  to 
compete  with  a  company  which  litis  managed  its 
affairs  as  well  as  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company 
has;  there  is  no  question  but  they  are  the  best 
managed  monopoly  that  ever  existed  in  Bos- 
ton; but  they  are  a  monopoly  and  have 
not  the  incentive  for  producing  gas  at  the  lowest 
prices.  They  say  they  supply  iris  at  the  lowest  rates 
at  which  they  can  sell  it  at  a  profit,  but  that  does 


not  wipe  out  the  fact  that  gas  is  produced  in  other 
cities  at  a  less  price  than  lice,  although  it  may 
not  be  distributed  at  a  less  price  to  the  citizens, 
lines  any  one  doubt  that  if  some  of  the  diiectors 
of  the  Boston  Gaslight  Company  should  secede 
and  come  here  and  ask  for  the  right  which  these 
people  ask  for,  we  would  not  grant  it,  if  they 
should  say  they  could  sell  gas  at  a  les^  price? 
There  has  'been  a  great  revolution  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gas.  It  is  matte  m  biooklyn  at  less 
than  81  per  thousand  feet,  though  it  may  be  that 
the  citizens  do  not  get  it  at  a  greatly  re- 
duced rate.  But  such  is  the  fact,  and  I  'have 
no  doubt  that  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be 
used  extensively  for  heating  as  well  as  for  light. 
This  gas  is  produced  in  Brooklyn  from  naphtha,  1 
believe,  and  by  the  arrangements  made,  it  is  per- 
fectly safe.  There  is  also  a  process  by  which  gas  is 
made  from  i  oal  alone  at  a  less  price'  per  thousand 
feet,  and  there  are   works  at  Yonkers  and  else- 


where in  operation  today,  anil  the  .same    principle 

_  jsed  to  1 
hood.    It  is  bat  a  short  time    since    the 


is  proposed  to  be    introduced   into  this    neighbor- 


agers  of  the  telegraph  said  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible to  reduce  the  rates  of  telegraphing;  but 
competition  came,  and  they  have  quadrupled  the 
business  done  on  the  same  wires. 

Alderman  Wortliington— Have  the  prices  been 
reduced? 

Alderman  Clark— The  prices  of  messages  from 
here  to  New  York  have  been  reduced. 

Alderman  Worthiegton— What  has  been  the  re- 
duction in  price  during  that  time? 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  unable  to  state  that,  but 
it  showed  the  necessity  for  a  competing  line. 

Alderman  Wortliington — Are  there  not  compet- 
ing lines  between  here  anil  New  York? 

Aldetman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
that  argument;  but  I  propose  to  say  that  having 
a  competing  gas  company,  using  these  modern 
improvements,  would  tend  to  cheapen  gas.  I  con- 
tend that  thsre  is  no  more  reason  wdiy  we  should 
not  have  competition  in  supplying  gas  than  we 
should  not  have  in  other  business.  It  would  be 
injudicious,  of  course,  to  giant  this  right  to  com- 
panies od  libit  inn,  because  it  would  be  impossible 
to  put  down  gas  pipes  in  every  street  by  a  great 
many  companies;  but  there  is  room  enough  for 
another  company  to  use  our  streets  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  are  used  now.  If  the  new  com- 
pany are  not  going  to  give  this  Board  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  they  are  going  to  do  everything 
they  say,  then  it  is  not  right  for  us  to 'grant 
them  the  right.  But  this  idea,  that  because  the  old 
company  liave  served  us  so  well— as  there  is  no 
question  that  they  have— it  has  been  splendidly 
managed  for  a  monopoly,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  have  sold  gas  as  cheaply  as  they  can  afford 
to,  but  that  does  not  ring  out  of  sight  the  fact 
that  they  do  not  manufacture  gas  as  cheaply  as  it 
can  be  clone.  So  it  does  seem  to  me  that  when  we 
have  been  asked  by  8000  citizens  of  Boston  to 
grant  this  petition,  we  should  pay  some  attention 
to  their  prayer.  The  Alderman  has  alluded 
to  the  8000  petitioners  for  a  fire  com- 
mission; we  listened  to  them,  as  we  did 
to  the  petitioners  for  a  Board  of  Health,  and  in 
listening  to  them  we  have  done  the  city  good  ser- 
vice. Now,  if  we  can  be  positively  assured  that 
the  new  company  can  he  organized  with  capital 
enough  paid  up  to  enable  them  to  go  on  and  build 
works,  and  carry  on  the  business,  then  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  our  duty  to  grant  them  the  right  to  lay 
pipes  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Peters— To  show  the  difficulty  of  as- 
certaining where  a  leak  i;,  there  was  a  sewer  in 
Cornhill  filled  with  gas,  and  the  leak  was  found  to 
be  in  Hayniarket  square.  In  regard  to  telegraph- 
ing, the  price  now  is  fifty  per  cent,  higher  than  it 
was  twenty  years  ago. 

Alderman  Power— When  we  have  8000  petition- 
ers, among  whom  are  such  men  as  Faulkner,  Page 
&  Co.,  William  Claflin  &  Co.,  I  think  it  is  prepos- 
terous for  gentlemen  to  say  they  :lo  not  know 
what  they  signed,  or  that  they  do  such  things 
without  aiiy  consideration.  In  regard  to  my  op- 
posing a  fire  commission.  I  would  oppose 'any- 
thing I  did  not  believe  right.  1  favor  this  in  the 
interest  of  the  people,  and  especially  the  poor 
people.    It  is  well   known   that  the  high  price  of 


it  could  be  used  lor  heating  and  cooking.  I  am 
in  holies  this  matter  may  be  settled  today.  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  it;  but  it  any  gentleman  desires 
information  on  this  subject,  and  wants  it  laid 
over,  of  course  the  majority  will  rule. 
Aldetman  Clark— I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
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this  order  today,  fori  certainly  shall  not  vote  to 
grant  this  permission  unless  it  is  surrounded  by 
sure  guarantees;  unless  this  new  company  satis- 
fy me  that  they  intend  to  go  on  and  erect  works 
and  furnish  cheaper  gas.  Considerable  has  been 
said  about  the  laying  of  pipes  interfering  with 
public  convenience.  It  may  interfere  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  perhaps  more ;  but  I  think  we  could  put 
up  with  it  in  Federal  street  for  a  few  days  if  we 
are  goiag  to  get  gas  cheaper  for  the  next  fifteen 
years.  Now  it  has  been  found  that  the  New  York 
street  lamps  are  lighted  and  taken  care  of  for  less 
than  they  are  in  Boston. 

Alderman  Worthington— How  much  do  they 
charge  for  gas  in  New  York? 

Alderman  Clark— They  get  $33  for  the  street 
lamps. 

Alderman  Worthington—  The  point  turns  upon 
the  comparative  prices  of  gas  in  New  Yrork  and 
Boston. 

Alderman  Clark — It  maybe  they  are  making  a 
much  larger  percentage  'of  profit  in  New  York 
than  in  Boston  ;  then  it  is  for  the  citizens  to  take 
this  matter  in  hand  and  see  if  the  price  cannot  be 
reduced. 

Alderman  Stebbin.s — When  any  number  of  peti- 
tioners, whether  six  or  eight  thousand,  come  here 
and  ask  us  to  consider  their  request,  they  expect 
us  not  only  to  consider  what  they  ask,  but,  as  pub- 
lic servants,  to  consider  the  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. They  ask  us  to  hear  them,  and  consider  the 
question  in  all  other  respects,  whether  it  would  be 
judicious,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  whether  they 
properly   treated    or    not    by    the    existing 


companies,  whether  the  price  they  pay  for 
is  unduly  high,  or  whether  the  quality  is  not  i 
ficientlygood.   During  the  progress  ot  these  sever- 


not  sut- 


al  hearings,  I  became  exceedingly  in  ten  sted,  and! 
found  myself  more  so  as  they  continued  from  davto 
day;  and  more  especially  as  the  witnesses  spoke 
of  the  new  inventions  of  the  past  few  years.  1 
have  been  impressed  that  it  is  a  matter  which 
needs  still  further  investigation,  and  I  am  in 
hopes  that  the  Alderman  who  makes  the  minority 
report  will  consent  to  let  the  subject  no  over  to  the 
next  City  Government,  when  it  may  be  investigated 
still  further.  If  it  is  pressed  tonight  I  shall  vote 
against  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
for  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  exigency  for  it.  I 
state  my  position  fairly,  so  that  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  10  will  not  think  I  am  dodging  this 
question.  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  to  go  over, 
and  have  still  further  consideration  next 
year.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  still  further 
investigation  made  of  the  new  processes 
for  manufacturing  gas.  There  was  a  petition  for 
the  city  to  establish  gas  works  of  its  own,  and  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  reported  leave  to  withdraw, 
without  giving  them  any  bearing  whatever. 

Alderman  Hall— Are  you  aware  that  they  did  not 
ask  for  a  hearing? 

Alderman  Stebbins- -When  petitioners  like  Wil- 
liam Claflin  &  Co.,  and  Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co.,, 
come  here  and  ask  us  to  consider  a  matter,  I  should 
suppose  that  common  courtesy  would  dictate  to 
the  committee  to  notify  them  before  the  peti- 
tion was  reported  upon.  That  is  the  cus- 
tom of  committees  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected. 1  hope  this  matter  will  go  over 
to  the  next  City  Government,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion be  considered,  both  in  connection  with  the 
old  and  che  new  company,  especially  the  proposi- 
tion for  the  city  to  furnish  the  citizens  with  gas. 
The  objections  to  having  our  streets  opened  are 
so  many  that  we  should  hesitate  before  granting 
them  permission.  In  the  city  of  Washington  an 
examination  was  recemly  ordered  to  be  made  of 
gas  furnished  there  as" compared  with  that  of 
other  cities,  and  1  took  occasion  to  write  to  an 
eminent  chemist  of  Philadelphia  who  was  employ- 
ed to  make  the  investigation  tor  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  with  your  permission  will  read  his 
letter : 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  26, 1874. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Stebbins:  Dear  Sir— Yr ours  of  22d 
instant  received.  After  an  examination  of  the 
gas  furnished  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Washington,  Philadelphia,  Jersey  City,  Brooklyn, 
and  several  places  of  lesser  note,  I  find  that  in  re- 
spect to  the  possession  ot  illuminating  power  and 
freedom  from  impurities  and  deletei  ious  matters 
the  gas  furnished  by  the  Boston  Gas  Works 
ranks  first,  and  that  from  Washington  city,  D.  C, 
next. 

The  tests  made  at  Boston  and  Washington  show 
that  the  gases  sold  to  consumers  in  the  cities  are 
of  much  greater  illuminating  power  and  purity 


than  the  legal  enactments  of  tho  e  localities  pro- 
vide for,  whereas  in  all  of  the  other  cities  named 
gas  is  furnished  which  does  not  in  any 
particular  equal  them,  nor  could  it  be  de- 
clared merchantable  if  similar  standards  were 
there  required  by  "aw. 

The  fact  of  greatest  importance  determined  by 
a  comparison  of  the  products  of  the  gas  works  in 
the  several  localities  noted  is  the  necessity  of  ad- 
justing the  amount  of  the  impurities  to  the  com- 
mercial value  of  the  gas,  especially  the  percentage 
of  vapor  of  ammonia.  I  have  hcietofoie  fixed  the 
limit  of  this  impurity  at -five  grains  per  100  cubic 
feet  of  gas  foi  tourteen-eandle  gas.  but  am  now 
convinced  that  it  will  be  proper  to  allow  the  pres- 
ence of  (not  more  than)  ten  grains  of  this  impurity 
to  100  cubic  feet  ot  gas  which  snail  have  an  illu- 
minating power  of  twenty  candles,  such  as  I 
found  in  your  city. 

In  conclusion,  i  will  state  that  my  examination 
of  the  gas  dcli\  creel  at  the  Tremont  House  in  Bos- 
ton on  Dec.  8,  9,  and  10, 1874,  determined  that  it 
was  superior  in  quality  and  purity  to  any  other 
gas  that  I  have  ever  examined  in  any  city  in  this 
country. 

I  was  not  personally- acquainted  with  anyone 
connected  with  the   gas  company,  and   my  visit 
was  made  without  announcement  to  any  one. 
Respectfully,     Charles  M.  Cresson,  M.  D. 

Now  here  is  the  testimony  of  a  witness  upon 
whoi  we  can  place  great  reliance,  that  tne  quali- 
ty of  gas  in  Boston  is  superior  to  that  in  any  other 
city  of  this  country.  In  view  of  that  fact,  and  also 
of  other  facts  be  iriug  upon  this  matter,  the  ob- 
jection to  opening  the  streets  for  laying  the  pipes, 
I  shall  cert.unU  vote  against  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Citj  Government. 

Alderman  Clark — I  fully  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  8.    I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  city 


that  furnished  in  New  York :  I  took  pains  to  look 
into  it,  when  I  was  there  last  week.  But  we  want 
this  same  quality  at  a  less  price,  if  it  is  possible  to 
manufacture  it.  It  has  been  shown  conclusively 
that  a  good  quality  of  gas  can  be  sold  at  a  less 
price. 

Alderman  Worthington— There  is  an  assertion 
of  this  kind  and  I  would  like  you  to  give  me  sonie 
proof  of  it. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Kennedy  stated.  I  think, 
that  gas  was  manufactured  at  sd.50per  thousand 
in  New  York  by  the  Mutual  Gas  Company,  it  was 
proved  conclusively  by  Mr.  Nash  that  he'was  mak- 
ing gas  at  sixty  cents  per  thousand.  Mr.  Orton, 
the  president  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  told  me  within  a  fortnight,  without 
anv  regard  to  the  graining  of  this  petition,  that 
gas  is  manufactured  at  less  than  si  a  thousand  in 
Brooklyn  ;  he  ktows  that  to  be  a  fact,  for  he  is 
interested  in  the  company  as  a  stockholder.  It 
is  notorious  that  it  is '  not  necessary  that 
gas  should  be  made  of  Albert  coil,  for 
they  are  making  gas  now  from  coal  with 
nothing  mixed  with  it.  Why  not  let 
us  have  the  benefit  of  these  improvements?  If 
we  are  satisfied  that  this  company  mean  business, 
whv  not  let  them  try  the  experiment  in  a  particu- 
lar locality?  I  do  liot  know  that  they  want  to  run 
pipes  through  Court  street.  Confine  them  to  a 
particular  section.  Let  us  have  the  experiment 
tried  and  find  out  if  it  is  possible  to  produce  gas 
at  a  less  price  than  that  charged  by  the  old  com- 
pany. 

Aiderman  Worthington— This  debate  seems  to 
have  turned  on  the  cost  and  price  of  gas.  We  have 
had  ample  testimony  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy asserts  it  can  be  made  for  $2,  and 
when  asked  for  details,  he  throws  himself 
back  upon  his  reserved  rights,  and  says 
they  belong  to  the  Mutual  Gas  Company.  Mr.  Ne'al 
says  it  costs  nearly  SL.'.r,0  in  some  cases  and  $2.(50 
in  others.  And  I  desire  to  say  here  that  the  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company  has  'every  improvement 
made  in  Europe,  with  one  single  exception.  I 
ascertained  that  fact  not  from  Mr.  Greenough, 
but  from  others.  They  have  sent  a  man  to  Europe 
every  ten  years  to  get  ah  the  improvements,  and 
the  fast  time  their  agent  went  to  St.  Petersburg, 
and  there  is  no  improvement  that  will  manufac- 
ture gas  cheaper  than  the  Boston  company  can. 
When  you  talk  about  naphtha  and  other  kinds  of 
oil  I  say  there  is  no  improvement  that  would  al- 
low it  to  be  used  here  in  dwelling  houses.  When 
you  go  beyond  the  burning  power  of  the  Boston 
gas  you  get  smoke  that  will  not  permit  it  to  be 
used  in  dwellings. 
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Neal  testifies  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  dwellings, 
because  it  is  so  lich  that  it  smokes  as  soon  as 
you  put  it  in  a  burner.  We  have  the  testimony  of 
manufacturers  of  gas  that  it  is  sold  as  low  in 
Boston  as  it  can  be.  In  Brooklyn  the  territory  is 
divided  into  districts,  and  the  citizens  have  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  capital  of  two  companies. 
Aiid  that  will  be  th°  ease  here.  Instead  of  pay- 
ing a  percentage  on  two  millions,  we  shall  have 
to  pay  interest  on  five  millions;  and  today 
they  are  not  making  ten  per  cent.,  and 
last  year  did  not  make  that.  The  new  com- 
pany will  require  two  years  to  build  their 
works  to  supply  1,000,000  feet  of  gas.  The 
quantity  sold  by  the  Boston  company  is  o.coo.ooo 
feet.  If  it  take's  two  years  to  supply  ] ,0(10.000  feet, 
it  will  take  six  years  to  supplj  the  bal  nice.  What 
are  we  to  gain  by  having  our  streets  broken  up 
for  the  laying  of  the  pipes'.'  They  propose  to  go 
through  certain  streets;  they  are  not  the  side 
streets,  hut  the  main  street",  where  are  the  largest 
consumers.  I  think  we  should  look  to  it  that  we 
shall  not  he  imposed  upon  in  that  way. 
If  they  manufacture  gas  at  such  a  cheap 
rate  in  Brooklyn,  why  do  they  not .  sup- 
ply it  at  a  cheap  rate?  They  charge 
$2.75  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  every  city  where 
there  is  competition  the  [nice  ranges  fiom  $2.75  to 
$3.50,  except  in  Detroit,  in- Baltimore-  the  price 
is  less  than  in  Boston.  In  Washington,  the  eapi- 
tol  is  supplied  for  $2.40,  and  the  citizens  for  $2.75. 
Do  you  believe  that  if  they  had  found  that  gas 
could  be  supplied  for  less,  they  would  not 
have  required  it?  The  Boston  Gaslight  Company 
have  invariably  reduced  the  rates  of  gas  when  i't 
could  be  afforded.  No  one  denies  that.  When 
coal  was  down  the  price  of  gas  was  down,  and 
when  coal  went  up  again  the  price  of  gas  went 
up.  I  am  assuied  by  the  company  that  when  they 
can  make  gas  and  sell  it  for  $2  they  will  do 
so.  We  are  getting  better  treatment  than 
any  city  in  the  Union.  It  is  true  that 
in  "Philadeldhia  the  citizens  are  supplied  for 
$2.40,  but  there  are  15,000  street  lamps  there,  and 
the  cost  is  at  least  $7  a  thousand  to  the  citizens, 
instead  of  $2.40,  for  they  have  to  pay  it  in  their 
tax  bills.  When  you  consider  these  things,  how 
can  you  stand  here  and  propose  to  increase  the 
capita]  the  citizens  will  have  to  pay  interest  on 
to  fiveor  seven  millions,  on  which  we  will  have  to 
pay  ten  pei  cent.?  No  company  will  invest  their 
money  for  less  thin  that.  Therefore  I  think  our 
best  course  is  to  protect  the  citizens  from  being 
compelled  to  pay  interest  on  so  large  a  capital, 
and  we  should  hesitate  to  grant  this  petition. 

Alderman  Hall— If  the  Alderman  from  "Ward  8 
will  attend  to  the  busine-s  of  the  Board  I  will  en- 
deavor to  show  him  why  the  Committee  on  Lamps 
gave  the  petitioners  no  hearing.  They  asked  the 
city  to  obtain  authority  to  build  gas  works.  They 
did' not  ask  for  a  hearing  and  I  never  heard  that 
they  wanted  one;  and  we  might  know  that  it 
never  would  be  granted  on  account  of  the  vacil- 
lating course  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters.  I  think  the  Committee 
on  Lamps  did  their  honest  duty. 

Alderman  Power  — The  gentleman  from  the 
Highlands  says  he  knows  whereof  he  talks.  Well, 
he  came  in  here,  the  other  day,  with  a  matter  of 
s200,oiio,  and  we  found  on  investigation  how  very 
little  he  knew  about  it.  He  says  the  Boston  com- 
pany have  all  the  modern  improvements,  and  have 
sent  to  Europe  once  in  ten  yeais  for  them. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  said  all  the  mo  lem 
improvements  worth  a  do'lar. 

Alderman  Bower— What  zeal  they  have  shown 


to  get  improvements  by  sending  to  Europe  once 
in  "ten  years!  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
the  trouble  of  finding  leaks;  it  is  very  little  to 
their  credit  if  in  fifty  years  they  have  not  invented 
some  method  ot  finding  leaks,  and  it  is  time  to 
have  some  competition.  I  do  not  beleve  anygen- 
tleman  on  this  continent  has  devoted  so  much 
time  to  this  subject  as  Mi .  Nash,  a:.u  he  says  Bos- 
ton is  emphatically  the  cheapest  i  :  y  in  the  coun- 
try to  light  with  gas;  it  is  .'o  compact.  .  [The  Al- 
derman read  a  lengthy  extra  t  from  Mr.  Nash's 
testimony  on  this  point]  He  concluded  b>  stat- 
ing again  that  he  could  see  no  other  way  to 
solve  the  difficulty  than  to  grant  the  petition. 

Alderman  Worthington  cited  the  case  of  Detroit 
as  showing  the  result  of  competition;  and  the  re- 
ported explosion  in  New  York  to  show  the  danger 
of  storing  large  quantities  of  naphtha. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  the  state  of  af- 
fairs at  the  legislative  hearing  last  year  in  regard 
to  the  gas  companies,  and  Alderman  Power  ex- 
plained the  facts  which  caused  him  to  introduce 
the  order. 

The  subject  was  then  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thursday  at  2V2  !'•  M.— yeas  s,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Ahlei  men  I'.igelow,  B.ooks,  Clark,  Cut- 
ter, Emery,  Hall,  Power,  Prescott— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  Peters,  Stebbius, 
Worthington — 4. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  EXTRA  SERVICES. 
Alderman  Stebhins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  following  bills  for  extra 
services  performed  by  officers  in  the  employ  of 
the  City  Government  be  allowed  for  payment"  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  provided  they  are  ap- 
proved in  the  usual  manner:  J.  H.  Jenkins, 
amounting  to  $10;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  West  Boston  and  Cragie's  bridges.  John 
L.Cook,  $25;  to  lie  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Salaries.  L.  F.  Morse,  auctioneer's  expenses, 
$108.75;  to  be  charged  to  the  apuropriation  for 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  Cottage  place,  Roxbury. 
Isaac! acobs,  $183,  M.  P.  Berry,  $34,  E.  F.  Mecuen, 
$32,  Samuel  Mcintosh,  $22;  severally  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Klection  Expenses,  etc. 
Read  once. 

CONDITIONS     RELEASED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery,  the  report  and 
order  to  cancel  the  bond  of  John  Harrington,  for 
alotof  land  on  Adams  and  Gibson  streets,  were 
taken  from  the  table  and  indelii  itely  postponed. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  building  satisfactory 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  shall  have  been 
erected  or  placed  upon  the  lot  of  land  on  Adams 
street,  corner  of  Gibson  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
to  John  Farrington,  Sept.  1,  1871,  and  a  deed  i's 
called  for,  then  the  same  is  to  be  given  without 
the  condition  as  set  forth  in  the  agreement  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  city,  to  convey  said  land, 
and  which  reads  as  follows:  No  building  shall  be 
erected  upon  the  described  premises,  the  use  of 
which  is  to  be  for  any  other  than  religious  pur- 
poses. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  sent  down. 

Several  motions  were  made  to  take  business 
from  the  table,  and  lost,  and  an  effort  was  made  by 
Alderman  Peters  to  have  a  report  at  the  next 
meeting  on  the  addition  of  a  story  to  the  old 
courthouse,  but  Aldermen  Clark  and  Emery  said 
it  would  be  impossible  to  do  >o,  and  the  Board  re- 
fused to  adopt  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the 
Board  adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  till  Thurs- 
day next  at  2  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    31,    1874. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  two  o'clock  1*. 
M.,  kls  Honor  the  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable— Nicholas  G.  Lynch. 
Special  Police  Officer— Edgar  "\V.   Lord,  Cressy's 
wharf  and  Noyes's  mill  and  its  vicinity. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  A.  J.  Carter,  for  removal  of  tree  at  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Henley  streets,  Oiailestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  'Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Samson  Holland,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Wise  place. 
No.  2. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  petition  oi  Golding  &  Co.,  for  license  for 
steam  engine  in  the  Green  Dragon  Building, 
wss  considered  on  an  oder  of  notice,  and  no  one 
appealing  to  object,  the  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Paving  to  contract 
with  Choate  Burnham  for  300  feet  of  grading  on 
Vale  street,  at  a  cost  of  $2500.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  "William  Mahoney  S10,22k, 
for  Thorndike-street damages.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  furniture  for  Mu- 
nicipal Court  room,  Dorchester,  at  a.  co~-t  of  81200. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  for  extra  services  of  sundry 
city  officers.     Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  establishing  a  route  for  the  East  Cam- 
bridge and  Huston  <  minibus  line. 

Alderman  Harris- 1  would  like  to  ask  what 
number  of  omnibuses  are  likely  to  avail  of  that 
privilege  ? 

Alderman  Higelow— I  think  at  present  there  is 
one  about  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  if  the 
line  proves  successful  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
proprietors  to  run  one  in  about  five  minutes. 

Alderman  Hall— It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
well  to  add  an  amendment  so  that  there  should 
not  be  more  than  one  a  niinute,  or  to  limit  them 
to  a  stated  number  per  hour. 

Alderman  Higelow— I  do  not  suppose  that  it 
would  be  within  the  province  of  the  Committee 
on  Licenses  to  prescribe  the  number  per  hour. 
fhey  have  the  i-'ght  to  run  as  many  as  they  see  fit. 

The  order  was  passed. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor  was 
received,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
two  o'clock,  viz.,  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  the  Law  Department,  the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  ulfered  by  Al- 
derman Higelow. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
section  2  and  inserting  the  following: 

"Sect.  2.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Mayor,  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require, 
that  additional  assistance  should  be  furnished  in 
the  Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the 
appiovalof  the  Committee  on  Claims,  provide 
such  assistance  fur  tin;  tune  being  as  he  may  deem 
expedient  ;  and  the  compensation  there  fur  shall  be 
established  by  the  Committee  on  Claims." 

Alderman  Higelow— If  that  amendment  is  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  passage  of  .the  ordinance  I 
shall  not  object  to  its  adoption.  The  ordinance, 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  was  supposed  to 
meet  the  case,  and  as  in  its  amended  form  it 
would  secure  the  substantial  recntorcement  of 
the  force  of  the  depart  merit,!  shall  not  object  to  it. 

The  Chair— Does  the  Chair  understand  Alder- 
man Bigelow  to  withdraw  bis  amendment? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do. 

Alderman  Hall — It  seems  to  me  that  the  ordi- 
nance will  not  then  stand  just  exactly  right.  The 
first  section  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Mayor  shall 
nom'nate,  and  by  and  with  the  a<vice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  appoint  a 
fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  who  shall  be  styled  tf.e 


City  Conveyancer.     By  the  amendment  the  Mayor 


tees  cannot  act  in  unison,  or  if  such  is  not   the  in- 


fered  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  section 
which  relates  to  the  fourth  Assistant  Solicitor, 
who  is  to  be  permanently  employed.  That  officer 
is  to  be  permanent.  Now,  section  2  provides  that 
during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  a  man  shall 
be  employed  to  take  care  of  the  city's  interest 
theie,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  Section  3  also 
provides  that  the  Mayor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  shall  employ  such 
extra  help  as  any  emergency  shall  require.  The 
amendment  places  the  whole  matter  of  hiring 
counsel  to  go  to  the  Legislature  or  to  attend  to 
any  out-ide  case  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Committee  on  Claims.  But  Section  1 
will  still  provide  for  an  additional  permanent  as- 
sistant. 

Alderman  Hall— That  is  satisfactory. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Clark  was 
adopted. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  section  1. 

Alderman  Clark — I  hope  the  Alderman  will  give 
some  reason  for  making  that  motion.  If  there  are 
any  good  reasons  1  should  be  glad  to  hear  them. 

Alderman  Cutter  —  My  reasons  are  that  the 
amendment  just  adopted  covers  the  whole  ground; 
it  allows  the  Mayor  and  Committee  on  Claims  to 
employ  all  necessary  assistance,  which  will  pro- 
vide for  all  the  necessary  wants  of  the  law  depart- 
ment. Section  1  proposes  to  establish  an  ad- 
ditional salaried  officer,  and  of  course  after  it  is 
once  established  it  is  permanent  and  difficult  to 
be  abolished,  for  no  matter  how  little  an  officer 
may  do  he  will  have  friends  enough  to  prevent  its 
abolition.  As  I  stated  at  our  last  meeting  the 
business  will  not  be  so  great  in  the  future  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past  few  years,  and  the  work  of 
conveyancing  and  examining   titles  will   not  be  so 

freat.  We  had  more  of  such  work  to  do  on  the 
uffolk-street  district  than  we  shall  probably 
have  in  the  next  two  years  to  come.  The  Church- 
street  district  also  made  a  large  amount  of  busi- 
ness for  the  City  Solicitor's  Department.  They 
have  done  it,  and  done  it  well  with  one  Solicitor 
and  three  assistants,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
there  is  any  sutlering  in  the  department  for  addi- 
tional help  to  be  added.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances paid  out,  I  learn  from  the  Auditor,  about 
1*1400  this  vear,  and  as  this  officer  will  have  to  re- 
ceive #2500  or  83000  for  what  we  got  done  for  SHOO, 
1  think  it  will  be  economy  net  to  adopt  this  sec- 
tion. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hope  section  1  will  not  be 
stricken  out.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  one  who  is 
conversant  with  the  duties  of  the  City  Solicitor 
and  his  assistants,  cannot  help  seeing  that  more 
permanent  assistance  is  necessary  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  city's  interest.  It  m?.y  b'e  there  has  been 
no  Suffolk-street  district  to  take  care  of  this  year; 
but  in  a  city  growing  as  rapidly  as  this,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  of  City  Solicitor  must 
necessarily  increase  and  grow  as  rapidly  as 
the  city  does.  When  the  City  Solicitor  was 
first  appointed,  he  took  care  of  all  the 
legal  affairs  of  the  city  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  spare  and  attend  to  his 
own  business.  Now  it  requires  all  of  his  time 
from  early  morning  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  if 
you  expect  to  have  the  services  of  the  present 
Solicitor  a  great  while  longer,  you  must  take  a 
part  of  the  work  oil'  his  shoulders.  It  may  be  that 
many  members  of  this  Board  do  not  understand 
what  is  required  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor. 
There  have  been,  in  the  past  year,  145  cases  en- 
tered in  court;  some  have  '  e°n  settled  without 
trial,  and  there  have  been  seventy-nine  or  eighty 
actual  trials,  averaging  one  and  a  halt  cases  every 
week;  and  those  who  have  had  occasion  to  go  into 
court  know  irery  well  how  much  time  a  single  case 
occupies.  Besides  that,  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
cases  have  been  appealed,  and  they  had  to  be 
argued  before  the  Supreme  Court.  In  addition  to 
that,  some  Oiin  tru.stec  cases  have  had  to  be  an- 
swered from  the  office  of  the  Solicitor,  and 
instead  of  these  new  courts  being  tin  aid  to  and 
taking  away  from  the  labors  of  this  department, 
they  have  increased  its  labors.  The  Solicitor  and 
his' assistants  are  obliged  to  go  to  some  of  the 
courts  in  the  outlying  wards  nearly  evciy  week. 
This  matter  of  conveyancing  is  something  which 
those  who  have  not  looked  into  it  do  not  under- 
stand.    For   instance,  it   became    necessary  th 
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other  day,  in  niaking'an  expenditure  for  the  city 
of  less  tlian  shuhui  to  examine  the  tities  of  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  estates,  which  it  would  take  a 
conveyancer  more  than  twenty  days  to  do.  It  is 
in  Norfolk  County,  and  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  Ded- 
ham  and  search  the  records  t  here.  It  is  necessary 
to  have  our  business  done,  whether  in  conveyanc- 
ing laud,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  in  a  legal  manner. 
Another  thing:  The  City  Solicitor  himself  is 
driven  all  the  time;  he  has  no  time  to  prepare  his 
cases  with  the  care  tbey  deserve  ;  as  soon  as  he 
gets  through  with  one  case  another  comes  on, 
and  he  has  not  the  advantage  his  opponents 
have  in  preparing  cases  at  leisure  ;  his 
cases  come  so  fast  that  it  is  impossible 
to  properly  prepare  them.  1  hope  this  City 
Government  will  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  City 
Solicitor  such  assistance  as  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  legal  interests  of  the  cit\ .  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  first  City  Solicitor  nas  enough  to  do,  without 
ever  going  into  court  to  try  a  case,  in  acting 
as  the  city's  legal  adviser  and  taking  care  of  the 
eases  which  are  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  beiieve  that  department  needs  a  permanent  in- 
crease in  its  force  and  1  hope  we  shall  give  it. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  to  strike 
out  section  1  will  prevail.  I  think  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  person  that  theie  is  no  possibility 
of  anything  li'ke  the  amount  of  business  to  be 
done  in  the  future  by  the  City  Solicitor's  office 
that  we  have  had  in  "the  past.  For  instance,  a 
large  amount  of  properly  was  wiped  out  by  the 
great  lire,  and  almost  eveiy  street  on  the  burnt 
district  had  to  be  widened,  and  there  was  more  or 
less  conveyancing  to  be  done  in  almost  every 
street,  and 'that  made  an  immense  business;  the 
business  in  connection  with  the  Siiil'olk  and  Church 
street  districts  is  very  nearly  completed,  and  of 
course  there  is  some  business  yet  unfinished  in  re- 
lation to  the  burnt  district.  But  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  such  an  amount  of  business  to  be  done 
in  the  future.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  a  wrong 
time  to  make  any  addition  to  the  expenses  of  that 
office.  Furthermore,  there  is  another  reason 
why  it  is  not  a  time  to  meddle  with  it.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  when  the  report  is  made  on  the  new 
city  charter  there  will  be  some  suggestions. made 
for  the  reorganization  of  this  department,  andas 
thai  report  is  about  to  be  offered  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, this  measure  should  go  over  to  the  next  City 
Government,  if  this  section  is  not  stricken  out. 
Everybody  knows  all  the  city  business  must  be 
lessened  (hiring  the  next  year  ;  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  every  department  must  be  cut  down,  and 
that  we  must  retrench.  It  is  not  the  way  to  begin 
retrenchment  by  adding  one  or  two  more  salaried 
officers  to  the  expenses  of  the  city.  There  must 
be  less  streets  laid  out,  less  public  "improvements 
in  every  way,  and  consequently  less  business  for 
the  City  solicitor.  I  cannot  see  where  there  is  t6 
be  the  business  during  the  coining  year  that  there 
has  heen  in  the  past  year.  Then  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  whole  department  is  to  be 
reorganized  by  the  new  charter,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  not  act  upon  this  at  the  present 
time,  but  that  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  next  City  Government,  and  I 
move  to  make  that  lcference. 

Aldermay  Preseott—  I  hope  that  the  last  motion 
will  not  prevail.  lam  surprised  at  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  and  the 
senior  Alderman  from  Ward  G,  one  of  whom  has 
been  a  member  of  this  Hoard  three  years  and 
the  other  four.  My  experience  during'  this  year 
lias  been  that  the  Law  Department  of  this  city  of 
Boston  is  not  nearly  as  strongh  equipped  in  point 
of  numbers  as  it  should  be.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  interests  of  the  eitv  can  be  properly  looked 
after  by  one  Solicitor  and  three  assistants.  The 
expenses  of  that  department  are  about  SlG.ono  a 
year  for  salaries,  a  :>ooth  part  of  one  per  cent,  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city.  Now,  I  claim  that  pri- 
vate business  firms  and  corporations  in  this  eitv 
are  paying  as  much  as  that  for  regular  legal  ser- 
vices every  year;  and  how  can  we  expect  to  have 
the  very  many  interests  of  t  lie  city  properly  attend- 
ed to  without  an  increase  of  the' force,  this  pro- 
vision of  the  ordinance  is  merely  to  bridge  it  over 
till  the  whole  department  can  be  reorganized  and 
properly  equipped,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a  year's  time;  meanwhile  we  need  more 
heli>  in  that  department.  In  regard  to  the  proba- 
bility of  there  not  being  so  much  work  in  that  de- 
partment as  in  the  past,  1  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  probability  of  such  a  thing  at  all.  I  have  con- 
sulted the  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
There  are  a  great  many  important  questions  eon- 
tinually  coming  up   that   require   a    great   deal  of 


time  and  consideration,  involving,  as  they  do  in 
many  cases,  very  large  interests.  As  1  said  before, 
the  'establish  .nent  of  the  betterment  law,  the 
liuil  ling  act,  the  Board  of  Health,  the  Registrars 
of  Voters,  have  all  brought  a  multitude  of  ques- 
tions to  that  department  for  decision.  I  learn 
that  one  board  of  tiiis  Cits  Government,  of  which 
the  senior  Alderman  from  Ward  G  is  a  member, 
have  asked  the  exclusive  time  of  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Solicitors,  to  attend  the  meetings  and  look 
after  the  interests  ol  that  department— the  Water 
Board— and  the  Solicitor  could  not  grant  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  one  might  be   employed  there  very 

Eiofitablv;  but  at  present  it  is  impossible  for  the 
olicitor  to  attend  to  that  work.  L  hope  this  ordi- 
nance will  be  passed,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Mayor  will  take  occasion  to  exercise  this  authori- 
ty if  it  is  given  to  him,  that  proper  legal  talent 
may  be  secured,  the  interests  of  the  city  be  looked 
after  in  every  particular,  and  the  department  put 
upon  such  a  'basis  as  it  deserves. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  wish  to  disclaim  any  argu- 
ment against  employing  a  proper  number  of  coun- 
sel. That  is  what  we  propose  to  do;  but  not  to 
add  an  additional  permanent  force  to  the  City's 
Solicitor's  Department.  That  is  not  always  the 
best  way  to  get  the  best  counsel.  You  can  Hire 
better  counsel  than  perhaps  would  take  that  posi- 
tion if  it  was  offered  to  them,  and  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  the  eitv  to  do  so.  1  do  not  propose  to  see  the 
City  Government  harmed  by  not  employing  proper 
legal  counsel ;  but  I  do  propose  to  oppose  this  con- 
tinual adding  on  of  salaried  officers.  If  you  con- 
tinue in  this  way  you  will  perhaps  make  half  the 
Suffolk  liar  assistant  solicitors.  The  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  Water  Hoard,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, and  I  have  yet  to  know  of  their  asking  the 
whine  time  of  an  Assistant  Solicitor.  I  think  for 
se_!5oo  we  should  get  more  time  from  a  man  than  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  that  board.  Neither  do  I 
receive  communications  asking  me  to  favor  this, 
because  my  friend  will  piobably  'eccive  the  office 
if  it  is  created.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  G  says 
in  generalities  that  we  must  protect  the  city's 
interests.  1  say  we  have  got  to  do  it.  But  he  does 
not  give  us  the  magnitude  of  the  business  com- 
pare!! with  two  years  ago.  It  may  be  less.  If  it 
is,  bis  argument  fails,  and  there  is  no  virtue  in  it. 
The  question  is  in  going  on.  Since  I  have  been  in 
the  Board  one  or  two  assistants  have  been  added. 
1  say  the  city  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  a  man's 
services  in  this  way  unless  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  it.  If 'there  is  an  absolute  necessity 
for  it,  we  can  hire  legal  talent  at  any  time. 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  know  that  1  am  capa- 
ble of  convincing  the  Alderman  from  Ward  G  that 
an  increase  is  absoluteU  necessary,  or  to  tell  the 
precise  increase  of  business  in  that  office  dining 
the  vear  1*74;  but  1  did  state  that  when  Mr.  Healy 
was'  first  elected  Solicitor  the  business  was  so 
smalt  that  he  was  aide  to  attend  to  it  without 
anv  assistance,  and  have  one-half  of  the 
time  for  his  own  business.  Now  the  of- 
fice requires  the  constant  attendance  and 
labor  of  the  Solicitor  and  three  losistants,  and 
there  are  no  three  or  four  legal  gentlemen  who 
work  more  bonis  in  their  offices  than  they  do,  and 
still  the  work  of  the  office  is  behind-hand— largely 
behind-hand.  Whether  or  not  that  shows  an  in- 
crease of  the  business  is  for  the  Hoard  to  judge. 
There  are  many  questions  of  importance  that  must 
naturally  arise'in  the  years  to  come.  Besides  the 
territories  already  graded,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  the  raising  of  the  grade  of  another  district 
almost  as  large  as  the  Suffolk  district  may  be  con- 
sidered in  the  coming  y  ear ;  possibly  it  may  not 
be  carried  through,  but.  a.  petition  has  come  here 
to  have  the  grade  of  the  Deilhani-street  district 
raised,  as  ir  is  iu  an  unhealthy  condition.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  tai'f  about  economizing,  but  let  us 
begin  to  economize  where  we  can  afford  it.  This 
ordinance  contemplates  an  expenditure  of  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  a. vear  additional  for  one  de- 
partment. It  is  a  small  item  ;  it  is  the  small  items 
that  always  create  the  loudest  talk  upon  the  score 
of  economy,  whde  large  piojoetsgo  through  with- 
out much  discussion  ;  but  the  items  of  one  or  two 
or  three  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars,  which  are 
proven  to  be  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to 
make,  cause  the  greatest  talk.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  necessity  of  this  case  is  so  obvious  to 
every  man  who  has  had  occasion  to  look  into  it, 
that  it  requires  no  argument  to  see  the  impor- 
tance of  Inning  additional  services  in  that  depart- 
ment. The  fact  of  the  new  city  charter  com- 
ing before  the  Government  next  year  has  nothing 
to  do  With  this  case.  We  have  a  great  many  im- 
portant cases  on  the  docket    reaih     for  trial  J   they 
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for  the  city  to  accept  the  new  city  charter. 
no  sign  that  because  the  new  charter  is  nearly 
ready  it  is  going  to  be  adopted  at  once.  Pos- 
sibly it  may  he  many  months  before  the  new  char- 
ter is  adopted.  Meantime,  for  lack  of  suffieient 
force  in  the  Law  Department  to  carry  on  its  legal 
business,  the  city  may  lose  not  only  $2500  or 
$3(HI0,  but  a  great  maiiy  thousand  dollars.  I  do 
not  believe  a  great  many  of  this  Board  think  the 
City  Solicitor  does  not  give  all  the  time  he  possi- 
bly can  to  the  service  of  the  city,  and  that  he  does 
not  do  everything  in  his  power  to  drive  the  busi- 
ness placed  in  his  hands;  but  it  has  grown  so 
every  year,  notwithstanding  the  labor  of  himself 
and  his  three  assistants,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  it  up  where  it  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Power  to  refer  to  the 
next  City  Government  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Cutter,  Emery,  Hall,  Power, 
Brooks— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  liigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  Peters, 
Prescott,  Stebbins,  'W 'orlli'iigton— 7. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  to  strike  out 
section  1  was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7— the  same  as  be- 
fore, and  the  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed — 
yeas  7,  nays  5  (the  Aldermen  voting  in  the  same 
relative  position  as  before)— and  sent  down. 

CITIZENS'    GASLIGHT  COMPANY'. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
2%  o'clock,  viz..  Alderman  Power's  motion  to  sub- 
stitute his  order  to  allow  the  Citizens'  Gaslight 
Company  to  open  the  streets  of  this  city  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  for  the  report  of  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  on  raving  granting  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  said  company. 

The  Chair  read  a  petition  of  Michael  F.  Lynch 
that  a  permit  be  granted  to  the  Citizens'  Gas  Com- 
pany to  supply  the  citizens  of  Dorchester  with 
gas. 

Aldei man  Clark— At  the  last  meeting  I  made 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  granting  a  new  gas  com- 
pany the  right  to  lay  down  pipes  in  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  city  of  Boston.  1  did  so  because  I 
believed  that  when  petitions  come  here  which  rep- 
resent from  SIMM)  to  12.000  business  men  of  the  city, 
thev  should  be  listened  to,  and  should  leceive  our 
attention.  1  furthermore  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  with  proper  restrictions  and  conditions  I  be- 
lieved a  competing  gas  company  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  citizens  of  Boston.  The  order  oll'ered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  not  sufficiently 
complete  to  warrant  its  passage,  in  my  opinion,  at 
the  present  time,  and  I  would  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

Alderman  Hall— I  would  like  to  a-k  the  gentle- 
man in  what  particular  this  order  is  not  complete. 
It  contemplates  exactly  what  they  asked  for,— to 
lav  the  pipes  in  all  the  streets  where  they  please. 
I  would  like  to  know  in  what  particular  it  is  not 
complete. 

Alderman  Cutter— It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  counsel  for  the  new  company  desired  this 
Board  to  act  upon  it;  he  said  it  was  whispered 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  weie  inclined  to 
keep  it  so  long  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
it  go  over  to  the  new  Board,  and,  therefore,  he 
distinctly  stated  that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  go  over 
to  the  new  Board;  and,  therefoie,  the  gentlemen 
who  advocate  the  cause  of  the  new  company  can- 
not, with  grace,  ask  for  this  to  go  to  the  new 
Board  of  Aldermen.  That  is  not  the  wish  of  the 
new  company  it  1  understand  it;  they  distinctly 
stated  that  they  desired  this  Hoard  to  pass  upon  it. 

Alderman  Emery— As  I  made  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  this  subject  for  this  hour,  I  wish  to 
say  but  a  word.  If  this  order  were  sufficiently 
guarded  by  the  proper  restrictions  and  conditions 
upon  which  the  pities  .arc  to  ,ie  laid  in  the  streets 
of  Boston,  I  would  be  inclined  to  vote  for  it.  I 
think  it  is  tune  that  some  competition  was  brought 
into  this  matter  of  supplying  gas  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  1  am  sure  that,  in  the  section  of  the  city 
where  I  reside  1  should  not  only  hold  up  one  hand, 
but  both  hands,  to  have  some  competition  or 
course  of  procedure  by  which  we  could  not  only 
have  a  better  quality  of  gas,  but  have  the  pipes 
laid  at  proper  times,' when  we  desire  them.  But 
at  the  present  time  1  do  not  see  my  way  clear  to 
cast  my  vote  for  the  order  introduced  at  the  last 
meeting  by  my  friend  on  my  right  [Alderman 
Power].  We  have  had  but  little  time  to  examine 
this,  the  most  essential  thing  in  the  reports  from 
the  committee;  it  is  tlir  essential  thing,  and  was 
brought  in  here  only  at  our   last  meeting,  while  it 


should  have  more  consideration  than  anything 
else  that  has  been  presented  to  us  upon  this  sub- 
ject. For  this  reason  I  shall  be  inclined  to  favor 
the  motion  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  next 
City  Government. 

Alderman  Peters— I  should  like  to  call  attention 
to  one  feature  of  the  order.  This  company  asked 
the  light  to  invest  82,(100,001)  in  property  which 
would  pay  ten  per  cent.,  and  we  say  they  must 
give  a  bond  to  build  works  to  cost  $2,000,000.  It 
seems  to  me  they  should  give  a  bond  to  supply 
the  citizens  of  Boston  with  gas  at  not  over  two 
dollars  per  thousand  feet;  it  should  specify  the 
price  of  gas.  In  that  case  I  should  think  the  order 
might  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Alderman  Power— Of  .course  I  am  not  quite  so 
conversant  with  law  as  the  legal  gentlemen  are; 
but  I  have  some  know  ledge  of  what  I  think  would 
be  legal  and  binding.  My  opinion  is  that,  the  ex- 
action of  restrictions  which  some  gentlemen  here 
desire  to  have  put  upon  any  new  company  who 
might  get  the  piivilege,  is  of  course  legal- 
ly impossible.  Some  gentlemen  want  restric- 
tions   so    that    they  cannot  sell  their  works  to 


all.  I  looked  at  that  matter  very  closely,  and  they 
have  got.  I  think,  as  strong  a  document  as  can  be 
drawn.  It  means  business.  Thev  have  got  to  do 
it  or  8200,000  shall  be  forfeited,  it  seemed  tome 
that  that  was  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  this  com- 
pany meant  business.  But  if  gentlemen  are  not 
willing  to  vote  for  it  the  majority  must  rule.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  the  question  would  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  by  this  City  Government.  I 
do  not  wish  to  decide  it  by  the  next.  I  know  the 
new  company  has  the  same  right  to  petition  the 
next  City  Government,  that  it  had  to  petition  this. 
But  I  was  in  holies  that  gentlemen  would  be  pre- 
pared today  to  decide  it  one  way  or  the  other.  It 
is,  I  think,  as  I  stated  before,' a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  par- 
ticularly to  those  of  moderate  means.  I  am  satis- 
fled  from  what  I  have  learned  on  this  subject 
that  gas  can  be  made  and  furnished  at  very 
great  deal  lower  rates  than  it  is  furnished 
today;  that  there  are  means  and  methods  by 
which  gas  can  be  furnished  a  great  deal  cheaper. 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  luxuries  in  the  world,  and 
comes  next,  to  water  in  importance.  It  could  and 
would,  I  think,  with  a  competing  company  be  fur- 
nished so  cheaply  that  the  consumption  of  gas 
would  be  more  than  doubled.  I  think  that  "the 
establishment  of  a  new  company  would  do  no  in- 
jury to  the  old  company.  It  would  be  fully  as 
profitable  to  them,  I  think,  if  the  consumption 
was  doubled,  and,  if  it  was  furnished  at  a  lower 
rate,  as  1  believe  it.  can  be.  I  think  if  this  question 
was  submitted  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  today 
it  would  be  decided  in  favor  of  forming  a 
new  gas  company.  I  think  the  eight  thousand 
petitioners  who  come  in  here  do  not  at 
all  indicate  all  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  Since  the  last  meeting  I  have 
talked  with  many  of  the  gentlemen  and  merchant* 
that  have  signed  that  petition,  and  they  are  in 
earnest  about  it.  They  knew  what  they  were  do- 
ing. They  have  an  object  and  had  reason  for 
signing  it.  They  believed  a  long  petition  would 
have  some  effect'  on  that  business  that  it  would 
not  have  on  others,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  city  of  Boston.  As  this  matter  has 
been  all  gone  over  with  at  our  last  meeting,  I  do 
not  desire  to  take  up  time  any  longer,  but  hope 
that  the  prayci  of  the  petitioners  will  be  granted, 
and  that  the  gentleman  opposite  should  under- 
stand that  I  do  not  desire  to  refer  this  matter  to 
the  next  City  Government.  I  desire  just  as  much 
as  he  does  to  have  it  settled  one  way  or  the  other 
today. 

Alderman  Hall— I  think  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  to  refer  should  have  time  before 
the  question  is  taken  to  give  some  substantial  rea- 
son for  making  it. 

Alderman  Clark— My  objections  are  that  if  I 
were  to  vote  either  for  or  against  the  order  that  is 
offered  here  today  1  should  vote  against  it.  I  am 
willing  this  should  go  to  the  next  Board  of  Alder- 
men. If  an  order  can  be  drawn  up  suilu-ieniu 
guarded  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
city  I  would  vote  for  it.  But  this  order  is  not  suf- 
ficiently explicit. 

Alderman  Hall— In  what  particular? 

Alderman  Clark— The  penalty  is  not  sufficient- 
ly large.  The  sum  ol  8200,0(10  is  not  large  enough 
when  we  have  oll'ered  by  their  counsel  tffiOO.OOO  or 
$1,000,000  voluntarily.  There  are  several  other 
conditions  which  I  should  wish   to  have  added    to 
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it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  particulars  at 
the  present  time ;  lint  if  I  am  to  vote  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order,  for  or  against  it,  I  certainly 
shall  vote  against  it.  I  am  willing  to  vote  to  refer 
it  to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen  and  let  them 
have  it  to  work  upon,  and  if  there  is  any  way  we 
can  grant  permission  to  a  new  company  that  will 
promote  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  citv  I 
shall  vote  for  It. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  next  City  Government,  and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  substitute  the  order  offered  by  Alderman  Pow- 
er, and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  giving  the  peti- 
tioners leave  to  withdraw-. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  question  could 
not  have  been  understood  by  the  members  of  the 
Board. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  stated  it  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, that  the  question  was  upon  the  substitute 
offered  by  Alderman  Tower. 

Alderman  Hall— As  there  is  a  doubt  raised  I  will 
ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Clerk  called  the 
roll  and  the  resiut  was  as  follows : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Hall  and  Power— 2. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Brooks.  Clark.  Cut- 
ler, Emerv.  Harris.  Peters,  Prescott,  Stebbins  and 
Worthing'ton— 10. 

The  question  then  came  unon  the  adoption  of 
the  majority  report  of  the  committee  (leave  to 
withdraw),  and  it  was  adopted. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Worthing'ton  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  passed,  granting 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  the  Citizens' 
(Jasligln  Company,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthing'ton.  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  fol- 
lowing petitions  in  legaiil  to  stables,  at  the  loca- 
tions named  below :  Phineas  B.  Smith,  Centre 
street;  M.  Dohertv,  Broadway ;  F.  O.  Rogers,  124 
Maiden  street;  Nathan  Matthews,  Dartmouth 
street  and  Huntington  avenue;  M.  Wiley,  503  Sec- 
ond street.    Severally  accepted. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board, submitted  the  following: 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  J.  Bowdoin  Bradlee 
$36,000,  for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by 
the  widening  of  Arch  street.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  William  Malioney  810,028, 
laying  out  Thorndike  street;  George  Leonard, 
executor  for  Elizabeth  R.  Leonard,  §4332.50,  lay- 
ing out  Kingsbury  street;  Elizabeth  L.  Francis. 
S2D4.CT  additional,  for  extension  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue to  Park  square,  it  being  for  a  portion  of  a 
passageway  payment  which  was  not  included  in 
the  order  of  tins  Board  to  said  Francis,  approved 
Dec.  15, 1874.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
.lames  Dennie  the  sum  of  §2250,  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  the  city  of  Boston  dur- 
ing the  present  municipal  year;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  Out  and 
Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Wagon  License  Granted— James  Lewis  (ex- 
press). 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— W.  E.  Emerv  & 
Co.,  626  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LANDS. 

Alderman  Emery,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 

Public  Lands  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Franklin  Hopkins,  for  compensation  for 
trespass  on  his  land  bv  laying  out  Wedford  street. 
Accepted  and  sent  down. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  on  schedules  of  assessments  for 
construction  of  sewers,  as  follows  :  Highland  and 
Centre  streets;  Marcella  street,  near  Centre 
street;  rear  of  Commercial  street;  Dennis  street, 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  AVavei lev  street;  Russell 
court;  Sixth  street;  Emerson  street;  Ninth 
street,  from  I.to  K  street;  Bedford  street ;  Walnut 


street;  Third  street,  from  N  to  O  street;  with 
orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  of  the 
same.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

SOCIAL  LAW  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library,  under  the 
provisions  of  section  in,  chapter  33,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  and  chapter  215  of  the  acts  of  1863,  the 
sum  of  S10UD;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL  SIDEWALK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Merriam  &  Philbrook  and 
others,  that  the  sidewalk  on  west  side  of  Faneuil 
Hall  be  widened,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board,  gentlemen  will  remember  that  I  requested 
the  members  to  visit  the  place  in  order  that  they 
might  vote  understanding  ly  upon  the  motion.  I 
suppose  they  have  visited  the  pla?e,  and  I  do  not 
propose  at  this  time  to  take  up  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  in  speaking  unon  it.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  they  have  seen  the  locality  they 
must  have  satisfied 'themselves  that  there" is  no 
need  of  arguing  the  matter.  The  situation  is  this: 
That  the  Committee  on  .Markets,  three  members 
of  this  Board,  unanimously  recommended  that  the 
sidewalk  should  be  widened:  tlie  Committee  on 
Paving,  three  other  members  of  this  Board,  rec- 
ommended leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition.  If 
the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  I  propose  to 
introduce  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  make  the  sidewalk  at  the  westerly  end 
of  Faneuil  Hall  correspond  in  width  with  the  side 
walk  at  the  easterly  end  of  said  hall ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

This  will  widen  tli"   sidewalk    about   three  feet, 


from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  will  be 
about  $137.  We  are  receiving  a  rental  from  ten- 
ants there,  who  are  tenants  at  will,  of  §75 
per  month,  or  §900  per  year.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  this  sidewalk  is  not  widened 
for  the  people  who  cross  from  Wilson's  lane, 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  must  give 
up  the  stands  that  are  now  there,  and  conse- 
quently lose  the  income.  As  it  will  cost  but  8137 
to  widen  it  and  make  it  correspond  with  that  at 
the  other  end  of  the  hRll,  and  as  we  are  now  re- 
ceiving an  income  ol  s'.ino  per  year  for  it,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  advisable  that  trie  sidewalk  should  be 
widened. 

Alderman  Cutter— This  subject,  as  the  gentle- 
man says,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, wdio  visited  the  place  and  passed  upon  the 
merits  ol  the  case  and  recommended  that  thepe- 
titioners  have  leave  to  withdraw.  I  think  it  has 
been'  done  for  several  consecutive  years.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  that  a  portion  of  the  side- 
walk is  let  for  several  hundred  dollars  per  year 
rent.  If  these  tenants  are  removed  the  sidewalk- 
will  be  wide  enough.  As  the  part  occupied  by 
carriages  is  very  much  crowded,  the  Committee 
on  Paving  could  not  see  any  justice  in  taking  a 
portion  of  the  street  to  add 'to  the  sidewalk  for 
the  purpose  of  letling  it.  If  gentlemen  who  fol- 
lowed the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  in  his  remarks 
will  just  draw  a  plan  of  what  he  says,  they  will 
see  that  to  extend  this  sidewalk  from  one  side  of 
Faneuil  Hail  to  the  other  will  throw  the  crossings 
out  so  wide  thai  teams  will  continually  cross 
them.  It  cannot  be  otherwise  unless  he  stations 
a  policeman  at  each  corner,  and  of  course  he 
does  not  mean  that.  He  must  amend  his  order, 
or  else  it  would  not  be  practicable. 

Alderman  Power— As  the  Alderman  opposite 
says,  this  matter  has  been  before  this  Board  sev- 
eral times,  and  each  time  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing have  given  leave  to  withdraw.  If  this  Board 
wants  to  adopt  the  plan  of  letting  the  city  side- 
walks why  they  can  pass  this  order.  That  is  what 
it  amounts  to.  Vou  can  let  the  sidewalk  before  City 
Hall  or  before  any  city  building.  If  you  wish  to  in- 
augurate that  practice  of  letting  the  sidewalks 
for  people  to  carry  on  business,  pass  this  order; 
that  is  all  it  is  done  for.  The  gentleman  from  the 
Committee  on  Markets  says  we  get  an  income  of 
¥75  per  month  from  this  sidewalk.  There  would 
be  no  necessity  for  widening  it  if  the  sidow  alks 
were  not  obstructed  in  the  manner  which  it  seems 
the  Committee  on    Markets  have   authorized.    If 
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you  widen  thi^  as  |>i iipo^cii  then.'  will  be  no  more 
room  for  pedestrians  than  there  is  at  present. 
Space  is  needed  much  more  for  carriages 
in  that  locality  than  for  pedestrians.  I  do  not 
desire  to  <lo  anything  to  restrict  business, 
but  1  do  not  know  any  reason  why  the  people  of 
the  market  should  have  the  privilege  of  monopo- 
lizing the  sidewalk  permanently  any  more  than 
people  in  any  other  section  of  the  city.  That  is 
all  it  is  in  fact.  The  Committee  on  raving  have 
looked  into  the  matter  thoroughly  and  have  talked 
it  over  with  the  petitioners,  and  that  is  just  what 
it  means,  to  give  them  more  room  to  spread  out 
their  goods.  There  will  not  be  a  particle  more 
room  for  pedestrians.  I  do  not  believe  the  Com- 
mittee on  Markets  should  let  the  sidewalk  as  they 
do  now.  There  would  certainly  be  no  demand  for 
this  widening  if  they  did  not. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  can  see  no  objection  to 
widening  the  sidewalk  if  you  allow  the  'corners  to 
remain  as  they  are,  and  carry  it  out  gra  'ually, 
giving  tin  in  three  feet  in  the  centre.  But  if  you 
carry  out  the  cornet-  there  will  be  a  serious  diffi- 
culty. I  should  vote  for  widening  it  at  the  centre. 
commencing  at  the  corners  and  carrying  it  out 
gradually . 

Alderman  Prescott— If  this  work  is  done  as  is 
proposed  by  the  substitute  order,  of  course  it  will 
be  done  uniler  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
I'aving  and  the  Stipe  inteudeiit  of  Streets.  There 
will  be  no  objection  to  making  the  corners  as  they 
may  think  best.  In  regard  to  the  city  letting  the 
sidewalks,  the  Committee  on  Markets  ul  this  year 
have  simply  followed  the  precedent  of  the  past  and 
have  endeavored  to  get  as  much  income  from  the 
market  propem  as  possible.  As  to  the  sidewalks 
of  both  North  and  South  Market  streets,  nearly  if 
not  the  whole  of  them  are  let  to  these  market- 
men.  And  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  two  years  ago,  there 
were  many  more  stands  let  than*  at  the  present 
time,  and  a-  tin-  markets  increased  these  have  had 
to  be  abolished,  and  the  city  has  lost  the  income. 
As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has  said  he  is  op- 
gosed  to  the  citizens  obstructing  the  sidewalks, 
the  question  comes  as  to  whether  we  had  better 
expend  Sl.'iT  in  widening  a  sidewalk,  and  get  SHOO 
income,  or  lose  the  income  entirely.  The  sidewalk 
is  very  narrow  now,  for  the  great  stream  of  travel 
that  "comes  from  Sfue  street  through  Wilson's 
lane  to  the  north  part  of  the  city,  and  makes  the 
stands  that  are  there  at  present'  very  nearly  im- 
practicable. If  the  sidewalk  can  be  widened 
three  feet  there  is  "till  a  large  open  square  in 
front,  and  it  will  be  no  source  of  detriment  to  the 
street,  and  it  will  be  a  large  income  to  the  treas- 


of  the  -vote  whereby  the  report  of  the  Committee 
or.  Paving  was  adopted;  Alderman  Prescott 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  vote  was  recon- 
sidered—7  yeas,  r>  nays— as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  liigelow,  l'.rooks,  Eincty,  Hall, 
Harris.  Prescott  and  Worthington— 7, 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Cutter,  Peters,  Power 
and  Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Prescott  olfered  the  order  previously 
read  by  him. 

Alderman  Cutter— 1  see  that  Die  order  does  not 
provide  for  avoiding  the  objection  at  the  corners. 
If  you  make  them  the  same  width  of  course  they 
will  be  a  nuisance. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  move  to  amend  the 
order  so  that  the  work  may  be  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Clark— It  seems  to  me  that  this  run- 
ning your  sidewalks  into  the  streets,  and  blocking 
th sin  for  the  purpose  of  market  convenience  is 
not  exactly  the  kind  of  business  we  ought  to  go 
into  at  the  present  time.  We  are  spending  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  widening 
streets,  in  order  to  get  thoroughfares  through  the' 
eity.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  spend  $137  to  widen  a 
Sidewalk  to  block  a  narrow  street.  Everybody 
knows  that  is  an  enormous  thoroughfare,  and 
that  it  has  been  seriously  contemplated  to  spend 
half  a  million  of  dollars  by  taking  out  these  old 
buildings  in  I  lock  .-quale,  because  the  travel  is  so 
enormous  there  that  it  l-  hard  getting  about.  It 
has  also  been  proposed  to  widen  the 
street  there,  by  cutting  off  these  buildings 
which  jut  into  the  street  opposite  this  sidewalk. 
Now,  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  expenditure  of 
$137,  but.  it  is  one  of  narrowing  the  street  from 
Dock  sauare  iliree  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
it  for  the  sale  of  provisions,  vegetables  and  pro- 
duce. It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  poor  economy  for 
us  to  build  our  sidewalks  into  the  street,  thereby 


impelling  the  passage  and  progress  of  teams, 
because  we  can  get  an  income  from  the  sidewalk 
of  #500  or  S000  per  year.  Now  if  you  widen  the 
sidewalk  three  feet  you  nearly  double  its  width, 
and  you  widen  it  at  the  expense  of  the  public  con- 
venience. There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  Anyone 
who  has  been  down  through  Dock  square  during 
business  hours  can  see  that  it  would  be  a  very 
foolish  tiling  to  allow  the  building  out  of  a  side- 
walk or  platform  for  the  purpose  of  letting  it  for 
market  purposes.  I  trust  that  after  having  spent 
all  the  money  we  have  spent  in  the  last  few  years 
for  the  widening  of  streets  that  we  shall  not  allow 
obstructions  in  Dock  square  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording additional  maiket  facilities. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Alderman  who  has  spoken  again-t  this  mat- 
ter, tf  Aldermen  will  go  down  and  look  at  that 
sidewalk  they  will  see  that  in  the  centre  it  is  built 
out  to  the  width  we  propose  to  make  it.  It  is 
built  out  that  you  may  get  out  of  your  carnage 
and  go  into  the  little  stairway  at  the  end  of  the 
hall.  And  when  they  talk  about  taking  it  from 
the  street,  we  say  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get  a 
vehicle  up  where  we  propose  to  gel  this  sidewalk. 
There  is  a  narrow  place  there  some  six  feet 
wide  right  in  the  centre,  and  we  propose  to  run 
the  sidewalk  out  even  with  that.  It  is  impossible 
to  get  a  vehicle  in  there  unless  you  back  in  so  as 
to  interfere  with  the  travel.  There  is  a  place  there 
that  is  never  travelled  over  by  vehicles.  It  is 
usually  filled  up  with  some  barrels,  or  something 
of  that  kind.  It  may  just  as  well  be  sidewalk  and 
better,  foi  with  all  the  business  done  at  Paneuil 
Hall,  i here  is  a  liability  to  incumbrance  upon  the 
sidewalk.  Therefore  1  think  we  should  build  out 
the  sidewalk  and  accommodate  the  public,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  market.  There  is  an  oppor- 
tunity where  the  city  can  get  §000  and  not  incon- 
venience any  one,  but  convenience  a  great  many. 
1  hope  we  shall  pass  the  order,  lor  I  can  see  no 
reason  against,  it  and  many  for  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  we  can  get  .§20,000  forstallsat  the  junction  of 
Devonshire  and  Washington  streets.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District  is  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the  passage  in  front  of  this  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall.  I  never  was  there  in  my  life  that  I 
did  n  t  see  a  great  many  teams  coming  down 
Union  stieet,  around  the  corner,  down  South 
Market  street,  and  vice  versa  :  and  1  guarantee  if 
you  will  go  down  there  you  will  And  business 
enough.  It  is  a  great  thoroughfare.  The  idea 
that  there  is  no  passage  through  this  place 
through  which  you  propose  to  extend  that  side- 
walk is  fallacious.  If  you  propose  more  market 
facilities,  go  down  and  buy  a  piece  of  land.  Build 
a  new  market.  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  give  all 
the  niarketiiien  all  the  facilities  they  ask  for,  but 
I  don't  want  to  do  it  at  the  exnense  of  great  thor- 
oughfares. It  it  is  necessary  for  the  niarketmen 
to  have  additional  accommodation,  give  it  to 
them.  Buy  a  piece  of  land  for  them  on  Commer- 
cial street,' or  on  those  wharves,  or  somewhere 
else  where  they  can  get  accommodations,  but 
not  at  the  expense  of  narrow  streets  for 
the  city.  It  is  no  argument  that  be- 
cause we  can  get  $900  we  should  block  up 
our  streets.  We  did  not  widen  our  streets 
and  spend  our  money  in  that  way  for  the  purpose 
of  letting  them  for  any  kind  of  traffic.  There 
would  be  iust  as  much  propriety  in  leasing  stills 
in  Post  Office  square.  AVe  could  get  $10,000  Eor 
the  occupation  of  that  square.  But  would  it  be 
judicious  to  allow  it?  I  think  not.  I  think  the 
Alderman  must  be  mistaken.  He  cannot  have 
been  around  this  end  of  Paneuil  Hall  tin;  last  few- 
years,  if  he  is  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
very  great  amount  of  passing  there. 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  passing  by  the 
west  end  of  Paneuil  Hall,  but  not  on  this  section 
we  propose  to  take.  Any  gentleman  who  will 
think  lor  a  moment— he  need  not.  go  down  there- 
will  see  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  one 
to  turn  a  team  to  it  from"  the  south  side  of 
Paneuil  Hall.  He  cannot  get  his  team  around  to 
this  place.  1  know  wdiat  I  say,  for  I  go  there  at 
least  three  times  a  week  to  go  into  the  market, 
and  I  have  watched  it  day  after  day  a  dozen  times 
within  the  last  few  months,  and  1  say  it.  is  utterly 
impossible  to  get  a  team  into  that  pla.ee  anywhere 
within  six  feet  of  where  we  propose  to  put  this 
sidewalk.  And  then  the  Alderman  talks  about 
Post  Office  square  and  other  places.  If  there  is  a 
place  thai,  can  be  used  for  no  oilier  purpose  in  the 
city  I  a  in  perfectly  willing  the  city  should  let  it 
anil  get  something  out  of  it.    We 
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enough.  But  I  don't  know  of  any  other  place  in 
this  city  where  the  Committee  on  Markets  has  the 
control  of  the  street.  I  think  it  would  better  ac- 
commodate the  public  and  the  people  who  go  to 
market  to  have  the  sidewalk  increased  'han  to 
allow  it  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Cutter— The  Alderman  seems  to  think 
the  whole  community  is  to  receive  a  wonderful 
benefit  for  taking  three  feet  of  roadway  and  giv- 
ing it  to  the  sidewalk  in  a  locality  where  the  com- 
munity aie  asking  now  to  have  a  building  re- 
moved' that  would  cost  us  probably  8200,000  or 
8300,000  and  perhaps  half  a  million. 

Alderman  "Worthiagton  —  Will  you  name  the 
building? 

Alderman  Cutter— I  mean  the  building  that 
stands  directly  opposite  this  sidewalk.  I  like 
economy  as  we'll  as  the  gentleman  does,  but  I  like 
true  economy,  and  my  record  I  think  will  show  as 
true  economy  as  the  gentleman's  record  will. 
Only  a  week  or  two  since  he  offered  an  order  to 
give  away  $200,000  to  a  company,  and  advocated  it 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  it  does  not  now 
dare  to  lift  its  hydra  head  in  this  Board.  I 
am  opposed  to  this  substitute  order  because  it 
is  impracticable.  It  would  make  a  half  moon  of 
the  sidewalk  on  the  northerly  side  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  because  he  proposes  himself  to  round  off 
the  corners  and  't  would  make  a  half -moon  side- 
walk, which  no  sensible  man  would  put  in  front 
of  any  building  that  he  owns.  Then  there  are  three 
feet  of  this  sidewalk  occupied  today  by  traders, 
and  it  is  let  liv  this  .Market  Committee  in  this  way 
to  a  man  that  had  a  stall  within  six  feet  of  it,  and 
sold  it  out  for  a  bonus  to  another  man,  and  then 
this  same  Market  Committee  let  him  squat  on  the 
sidewalk  within  six  f-^et  of  this  man  that  had  paid 
the  bonus.  "What  honesty-  and  fairness  was  there 
in  this?  Now  they  propose  to  widen  this 
sidewalk,  to  accommodate  others  in  the 
same  way,  I  suppose,  and  then  they  talk 
about  the  money  they  receive  for  it.  That  is  the 
way  this  case  stands!  lam  willing  to  accommo- 
date the  petitioners  as  much  as  any  other  man. 
But  here  are  seventeen  petitioners."  Perhaps  half 
of  them  do  business  in  the  market,  but  we  have 
been  able  to  rind  only  one  petitioner  who  had  the 
courage  to  show  himself  to  the  committee  when 
they  went  down  there;  and  that  was  Mr.  Phil- 
brook.  He  is  the  only  petitioner  who  has  had 
zeal  enough  to  meet  the  committee  and  ask  that 
it  be  done.  We  have  conversed  with  others  and 
they  say  it  is  well  enough  as  it.is. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  from  the 
Highland  District  says  it  is  impossible  to  drive 
into  this  place.  I  will  state  that  I  have  been  there 
at  least  a  thousand  times,  and  the  only  time  it  was 
impos;  ible  for  me  to  drive  in  was  when  somebody 
else  had  driven  in  before  me.  He  speaks  of  the 
rent  of  .§000,  and  says  the  city  treasury  needs  it. 
1  would  say  to  this  Market  Committee,  if  you 
want  to  put  money  into  the  treasury,  go  down  to 
the  market  and  get'the  rent  you  ought  to  get  for 
it,  and  not  have  piivdegcs  selling  for  sin. 000  and 
si:,. [inn  bonus.  \\  by  don't  you  touch  that  subject? 
That  is  what  you  want  to  do.  If  von  want  to  show 
your  zeal  for  the  city's  interest,  let  the  city's 
property  for  what  it  will  bring.  That  is  the  way 
to  put  money  into  the  treasury.  I  would  like  to 
see  the  Market  Committee  that  has  courage 
enough  to  do  this.    We  had  one  a  year  ago 

The  Chair— Alderman  Power.  1  must  ask  you  to 
confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  before,  if  this  order 
passes  it  will  not  accomplish  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended— that  is,  to  give  more  room 
for  pedestrians.  It  is  simply  to  give  more  room 
to  the  parties  who  occupy  the  market.  Now  I  do 
not  propose  to  put  any  obstructions  m  the  way  of 
enterprise  or  business.  But  I  do  say  there  is  no 
place  in  the  whole  city  that  needs  a  wide  street 
more  than  this.  There  are  not  fifteen  minutes 
during  the  whole  day  that  there  is  not  a  block 
in  this  place.  This  committee  come  in 
here  and  propose  to  extend  this  side- 
walk into  the  street,  saying  that  it  is  to  give 
loom  to  pedestrians.  It  is  not  for  them,  and  they 
know  it  as  well  as  I  do.  It  is  to  allow  people  to 
pile  up  more  produce  on  the  sidewalk,  and  I  say 
you  might  just  as  well  go  out  andle:  this  sidewalk 
in  front  of  City  Hall  or  any  oilier  place.  It  is  all 
wrong.  There'  is  plenty  of  room  there  for  pedes- 
trians if  the  sidewalk  is  not  let.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  this  city  that  there  is  so  much  talk 
about  as  the  way  in  which  this  market  is  man- 
aged. It  is  stated  everywhere  that  these  stalls 
are  not  let  for  an  I  don't  bring  in  the  rent  that 
they  ought  to  the  city.    I  do  not  wish  to  put  an 


exorbitant  rent  on  them,  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  city  should  not  get  as  much  for  its  prop- 
erty as  any  individual  should.  If  the  city  owns 
it,  it  should  get  all  it  is  worth,  as  any  merchant  or 
business  man  does  for  his. 

Alderman  Brooks— I  do  not  know  the  exact 
width  of  Fa neuil  Hall,  but  it  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  100  feet,  and  the  increase  in  width  is 
only  three  feet  in  the  centre,  allowing  the 
corners  to  remain  as  they  are.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  6  has  spoken  of  the  removal 
of  an  old  building  in  Bock  square.  It  will  have 
to  come  down,  without  doubt.  It  is  only  a  mat- 
ter of  time  how  long  it  shall  remain  there.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  renting  the  market  1  do  not 
see  that  it  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  a  man  re- 
ceives a  bonus  for  his  stall  it  simply  shows  that 
he  has  mace  it  worth  so  much  by  his  business  and 
that  is  what  he  sells.  I  believe  that  so  far  as  this 
improvement  is  concerned  it  will  not  interrupt 
the  business  of  the  street  in  the  least.  There  is 
plenty  of  room  there  and  the  extension  is  neces- 
sary. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  lays  great  stress  upon  this  mat- 
ter. He  said  it  had'  a  tendency  to  blockade  the 
square  in  front  of  Faneuil  Hall.  There  are  two 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Market  who  are 
also  members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  with 
the  gentleman,  and  I  hardly  think  they  would 
sanction  any  measure  that  would  interfere  with 
the  street.  There  .:s  a  continual  stream  of  travel 
through  Wilson's  lane  to  Dock  square,  and  this 
sidewalk  is  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  it  and 
also  to  accommodate  the  people  going  into  the 
market.  I  certainly  would  not  introduce  an 
order  of  this  sort  if  I  thought  it  would  be  to  the 
detriment  of  the  street.  If  we  had  a  wide  street, 
or  if  there  was  sufficient  room  for  travel  foi 
teams,  a  very  narrow  sidewalk,  or  there  was  not 
sufficient  room  for  pedestrians,  would  we  hesitate 
to  throw  a  portion  of  the  street  into  the  sidewalk? 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  great  accommo- 
dation to  travellers  and  not  incommode  travel  at 
all.  1  have  seen  no  blocks  there.  The  gentleman 
has  said  there  is  a  part  of  the  sidewalk  which  is  to 
be  increased  in  width  three  or  four  feet.  The 
Committee  on  Market  do  not  recommend  the 
granting  of  the  petition  to  that  extent ,  but  sim- 
ply two  feet  eight  inches,  to  correspond  with  the 
sidewalk  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  hall. 

Alderman  Clark— The  Alderman  says  there  is  a 
large  travel  of  pedestrians  coining  through  Wil- 
son's lane  across  this  sidewalk.  It  "is  verv  great, 
and  it,  is  the  very  best  argument  why  it  sli  uhl  be 
kept  clear.  The  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide  and  is 
wider  than  the  average  sidewalks  of  thecitv;  -o 
that  there  is  no  trouble  about  its  accommodating 
people  who  have  occasion  to  cross  it.  1  am  so  ii.- 
foriiied  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  who 
says  the  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide  and  it  is  wider 
than  the  average  width  and  will  accommodate  all 
the  passengers  who  have  occasion  to  pass  there, 
provided  it,  is  kept  clear  for  that  purpose.  If  it  is 
to  be  kept  for  private  income,  then  perhaps  the 
best  way  would  be  to  cover  that  entire  end  of 
Faneuil  Hall  and  extend  tue  sidewalk  away 
across. 

Alderman  Hall— It  is  stated  iliat  there  is  but 
little  space  in  Dock  square,  an  i  it  has  been  useil 
here  repeatedly  for  that  of  Faneuil  Hall  square. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  Board  I  will  sav  that 
Faneuil  Hall  square  is  89  feet  wide,  10  feet  of 
which  is  put  into  a  sidewalk.  The  street  leading 
from  Dock  square  into  Faneuil  Hall  square  is  30 
feet  wide.  The  street  from  Dock  square  into 
Union  street,  which  it  has  been  proposed  to 
widen  by  taking  away  an  old  building,  is  less  than 
30  feet  wide,  not  more  than  28  or  20  feet. 
The  street  on  the  south  side  of  Faneuil  Hall 
is  52,  and  on  the  opposite  side  oil  feet. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  sidewalk  is  ten  feet  wide, 
and  is  wider  than  the  average  sidewalks  of  the  city. 
But  when  you  come  to  compare  lire  sidewalks  of 
this  with  those  of  other  portions  of  thecitv.  I  think 
you  do  these  people  injustice.  It  is  well  known  that 
they  want  more  sidewalk  than  otlier  people  for  a 
place  to  deliver  thei"  goo  Is,  and  when  these  get- 
tlemen  who  pay  the  city  $120,000  for  oui  market 
privilege  and  are  at  1  a-tas  noble  as  any  other 
class,  standing  -miniHiiiinni':  when  thev  i  ome 
here  and  ask  for  a  small  amount  of  money  to  he 
expended  for  their  accommodation  I  think  it-  is 
very  unbecoming  to  despise  th-in  and  treat  them 
as  if  they  were  anything  but  men.  It  must  be 
seen  that  this  is  an  accommodation  for  the  whole 
neople.  and  not  for  a  few,  and  that  the  request  of 
the  petitioners  ought  to  be  granted. 
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Alderman  Worthington—  I  wish  to  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  what  is  called  the  street  here  is  not 
the  street,  but  a  part  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  proper- 
ty. On  the  other  side  then-  are  thirteen  feet  of 
sidewalk,  and  on  this  side  there  are  ten  feet.  The 
Alderman  from  Ward  e  says  it  is  as  wide  an  aver- 
age as  there  i>  on  other  sfeets.  Now  the  Aldei- 
man,  if  he  will  think  for  one  moment,  will  remem- 
ber that  one-sixth  of  every  street  must  be  put 
into  a  sidewalk  on  each  side.  We  have  a  riffht  to 
one-sixth  of  this,  which  would  be  about  fifteen 
feet.  We  do  not  ask  that.  We  simply  ask  that 
the  centre  shall  be  carried  out.  for  the  purpose  of 
an  entrance  to  Faneuil  Hall  in  the  rear. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  to  provide  that  the  work 


should  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  and  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  tie 
vote,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Brooks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  liigelow,  Clark.  Cutter,  Peters, 
Power,  Stebbins— 6. 

The  question  was  then  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  report  ot  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  it  was 
lost  by  a  tie  vote — yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen'  Kigelow,*Clark,  Cutter,  Peters, 
Power  and  Stebbins— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bnmks,  Emery,  Hall,  Harris, 
Prescott  and  Worthington— 6. 

On  motion  nt  Alderman  Clark  the  Board  ad- 
journed till  Saturday,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER   31,    1874. 


Regular  meeting  at  3  P.  M.,  E.  O.  Shepard, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEBMES  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  D.  Banks  McKenzie  and  Nathan  Ja- 
cobs, and  request  of  Board  of  Health.  Severally 
referred. 

Annual  report  of  Committeee  on  Bathing  (City 
Doc.  109).    Placed  on  file. 

Report  referring  to  next  City  Council  the  sub- 
ject of  laying  out  as  an  ornamental  ground  the  lot 
bounded  "by  Huntington  avenue,  Boylston  and 
Dartmouth  streets.    Accepted. 

Order  to  charge  the  expense  of  laying  out  Hun- 
neman  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Al- 
bany street,  to  the  loan  for  the  improvement  of 
Northampton-street  District.  Read  twice  and 
passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

Order  authorizing  the  hiring  for  three  years, 
from  Jan.  1,  1875,  of  the  rooms  occupied  as  a 
branch  of  the  Public  Library  on  Broadway,  corner 
of  E  street,  at  a  cost  of  §1600  per  year,  and  a  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes  and  cost  of  heating.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and  passed.  > 

Report  and  order  for  a  modification  of  condi- 
tions in  the  agreement  held  by  X.  S.  Wilbur  for 
the  conveyance  of  certain  land  on  East  Spring- 
field street,  on  the  conditions  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C inquired  what  is  contem- 
plated in  the  agreement,  as  there  was  nothing  in 
the  report  to  show  the  modifications,  and  for  what 
purpose  they  are  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  understood  that 
Mr.  Wilbur  had  purchased  the  land,  and  not  desir- 
ing to  build  at  this  time,  wished  the  conditions  re- 
moved so  as  to  get,  an  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  the  conditions  seemed  to  be 
removed  altogether. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  lie  had  not  seen  the 
order  since  it  was  written,  and  it  did  not  strike 
him  as  being  in  proper  form.  It  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  allow  an  extension  of  time  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $100  for  each  lot,  and  in  this  case  it  was 
proposed  to  pay  a  certain  sum  down  and  release 
the  conditions  altogether. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Crocker,  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  time  being.  Subse- 
quently it  was  taken  up,  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Crocker  by  inserting  the  words  "far  as  they 
require"  between  the  words,  "so"  and  "the  build- 
ing" and  as  amended  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  an  extension  of  time  for  S. 
B.  Smith  to  build  on  a  lot  on  Albany,  corner  of 
Concord  street,  on  conditions  set  forth  in  said 
order.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  dispense  with  the  condition  preventing 
the  erection  ot  a  building  other  than  one  for  re- 
ligious purposes,  placed  upon  a  lot  ot  land  corner 
of  Adams  and  Gibson  streets,  and  sold  by  the  city 
to  John  Farrington,  on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  attention,  to  the 
fact  that  the  words  "for  public  worship"  were 
omitted  in  the  printed  report  of  the  order.  He  de- 
sired to  know  what  were  the  terms  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  l(i  replied  that  the  city  was 
simply  asked  to  waive  the  condition  requiring  a 
building  for  "religious  purposes  only,"  and  the 
amount  is  to  be  paid  in  yearly  instalments,  in  the 
usuil  way.  The  terms  are  that  the  building  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  accepting  "An  act  to  author- 
ize cities  and  towns  to  erect  and  maintain  public 
baths  and  wash  houses."  Read  twice  and  passed— 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures  not  exceeding 
the  following  amounts:  $50  additional,  for  im- 
provement of  Eagle  square:  $461.02  additional, 
for  tools  and  repairs  of  the  same  for  use  on  the 
Common,  etc.;  $232.30  additional,  for  lumber, 
carpentering,  mason  work  and  painting  for  Com- 
mon, etc.  Severally  read  twice  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward 
9,  and  passed. 


Order  to  pay  J.  H.  Jenkins  $400,  for 
clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Stieets.  Read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pease  of  Ward  1,  and  passed. 

Orders  authorizing  an  additional  expenditure  of 
$50  for  repairing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  of 
Company  B.  Ninth  Regiment,  at  577  Washington 
street,  and  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $275  for  rent  of 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury.  Severally  read  twice  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis  of  Ward  14,  and  passed — yeas  57,  nays  0. 
Mr.  Davis  stated,  in  relation  to  Company  A,  that 
this  is  the  first  rent  the  city  had  had  to  pay  for 
that  company  since  it  had  come  in  charge  of  the 
city  by  annexation. 

Report  recommending  the  election  of  John  C. 
Brooks  and  Charles  C.  Geyer  to  fill  vacancies  on 
account  of  the  resignations  of  Abijah  R.  Tewks- 
bury  and  George  C.Faulkner  as  Ballast  Inspect- 
ors, and  certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Brooks 
and  Geyer  to  said  offices  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  that  unless  there 
were  some  good  reasons  for  going  into  an  election, 
the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.  He  had  had  the  honor  to  serve  in 
the  office  for  some  time,  and  knew  that  during 
the  winter  months  there  is  hardly  enough  work 
for  one  man  to  do.  Two  men  are  employed  there 
now  and  they  are  pai  1  by  fees.  One  of  the  candi- 
dates, he  understood,  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  and  did 
not  understand  the  business.  He  moved  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1  said  the  chief  Inspector  is 
sick  at  home,  Mr.  Tewksbury  is  old  aim  passed  all 
usefulness,  and  Mr.  Faulkner  had  not  been  there 
for  several  weeks,  he  having  resigned  and  gone  to 
Cambridge.  There  is  only  one  man  in  the  office 
now,  and  he  has  to  stay  tliere  to  comply  with  the 
ordinance.  One  of  the  candidates  bears  the  same 
name  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  but  is  no 
relation  to  him,  although  he  has  been  in  his  em- 
ploy for  some  time,  and  he  knows  he  bears  a  good 
reputation. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  candidate  was  not  conver- 
sant with  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  could  not 
be  comnetent.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  said  he  could  not  afford  to  give  the  candidate 
$1200  which  he  could  earn  in  the  office.  If  aproper 
committee  had  been  appointed  and  a  suitable  and 
competent  candidate  nominated  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  an  election ;  but  he  did  not  like  to 
see  tlie  Committee  on  Harbor  trying  to  force  one 
of  its  chairman's  employes  upon  the  city,  espe- 
cially when  he  was  not  competent  to  fill  the  place. 

Mr.  Pease  disclaimed  all  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  force  the  matter.  Mr.  Tewksbury  had 
resigned,  ami  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. '  While  they  were  in  session  the  chief  no- 
tified them  that  Mr.  Faulkner  had  resigned,  there.- 
fore  they  reported  on  the  two  vacancies  at  once. 
They  were  obliged  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  thought  the  committee 
were  forcing  the  matter.  They  had  no  right  to 
fill  Mr.  Faulkner's  place,  and  nobody  had  author- 
ity to  sav  he  bad  resigned,  as  there  had  been  no 
official  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20  hoped  the  election  would 
not  be  put  off,  as  it  would  be  one  of  the  proudest 
acts  of  his  life  to  vote  for  these  inspectors,  though 
if  he  weie  to  be  a  member.of  the  next  Government 
he  might  vote  to  postpone.  If  he  had  any  partic- 
ular friend  he  wanted  to  get  in  the  office  he  should 
move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  knew  no  other  person  is  re- 
quired for  the  next  three  months  to  come;  and  he 
knew  from  experience  tliere  is  not  a  man  nomi- 
nated by  the  committee  who  is  competent  to  fill 
the  office,  a  clerk  just  out  of  a  store  cannot  mark 
and  weigh  a  vessel  without  experience.  Mr. 
Tewksbury  is  the  only  man  who  has  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  duties.  ICvery  vessel  that  conies 
into  the  harbor  with  ballast  or'  gravel  has  to  he 
weighed,  and  the  officers  are  paid  so  much  per 
ton.  To  turn  Mr.  Tewksbury  out  of  the  office  and 
put  in  this  man  Brooks,  when  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  office,  is  a  wrong  to  the  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Mr.  Dacey  thought  that  any  one  who  had  re- 
ceived the  iir  omplishments  bestowed  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Boston  could  mark  and  weigh  a 
vessel. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Coun- 
cil—34  for,  and  28  against— and  sent  up. 

Order  to  pay  James  cilchrist  rtal.,  trustees  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  $1 15.000,  on  account 
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of  widening  beach  street.  Read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  bills  of  certain  city  officers  for  ex- 
tra, services.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5,  and 
passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Law  Department  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Conveyancer  and 
the  employment  of  extra  assistance  for  the  de- 
partment in  ea>c  of  emergency.  A  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  that  the  ordinance  might  take  its 
second  reading,  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C,  was 
lost— 21  for. :«  against/On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball, 
the  ordinance  was  then  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council,  and  sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half-past  three 
o'clock,  viz.,  majority  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  City  Document  No.  84,  for  the 
widening  and  extension  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  the  junction  of  Boston  street  and 
Dorchester  avenue,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$117,540.04;  and  also  an  order  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  report  an  order  provid- 
ing the  means  to  pay  therefor;  and  the  minority 
report  on  the  above  subject  (minted  City  Docu- 
ment No.  107)  that  action  at  the  pre-ent  time  is  in- 
expedient. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward  9— This  matter  of  the  exten- 
sion of  Swett  street  has  been  before  ths  Street 
Committee  for  several  years,  and  after  many 
bearings  and  much  figuring,  they  present  to  the 
City  Government  a  proposition  to  lay  out  the 
street  at  an  expense  of  half  a  million  dollars,  and 
sweeten  the  dose  by  the  assurance  that  one-fifth 
of  the  amount  will  be  returned  by  the  abutters. 

This  Suett-street  territory  is  a  parcel  of  vacant 
land  and  flats,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is 
covered  with  water  at  high  tide,  and  if  the  city 
will  only  be  generous  enough  to  borrow  half 
a  million  dollars  and  lay  out  a  street  across  them, 
I  have  no  doubt  it  will  enhance  their  value  suffi- 
ciently so  that  the  present  owners  may  be  able  to 
dispose  of  their  interest  at  a  profit.  No  doubt 
this  street  would  be  used  to  a  limited  extent  by 
the  public,  but  the  parties  who  are  to  derive  the 
special  and  immediate  benefits  from  the  improve- 
ment are  the  abutters.  The  majority  admit  this 
and  furnish  ligures  to  show  how  largely  these  flats 
are  to  be  increased  in  value,  and  if  their  figures 
are  correct  1  would  like  to  knew  where  the  justice 
comes  of  the  city's  paying  four-fifths  of  the  bills, 
when,  according  to  th'eir  own  showing,  the  bene- 
fits are  in  favor  of  individuals.  Of  course  any 
street  or  improvement  will  benefit  individuals, 
but  I  Claim  that  in  this  case  they  do  not 'assume 
anywhere  near  their  share  if  the  expense.  I  think 
before  the  citv  pledge  themselves  to  this  enter- 
prise we  should  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
balance  of  the  territory ;  are  we  to  pay  for  the  ex- 
tension of  Chestei  park?  an  improvement  which 
in  my  judgment  would  be  of  much  more  benefit 
to  the 'public  than  the  one  under  consideration; 
and  wnat  is  to  be  done  about  the  many  other 
streets  which  will  be  needed  for  this  territory'.' 
Another  expense  which  I  think  should  be 
saved  is  that  of  raising  the  grade  of  the 
New  York  &  Nuw  England  Railroad.  As  a 
rule  I  do  not  believe  in  grade  crossing,  but  in 
this  ease,  consiueiing  the  uncertainty  of  what 
will  be  the  future  of  this  ti  rritory  and  that 
the  change  in  grade  will  cost  the  city  at  least 
$100,1101).  renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  rather  an  ex- 
pensive luxury.  In  the  present  state  of  business 
and  high  rate  of  taxation,  I  do  not  think  the  city- 
would  be  justified  in  adding  half  a  million  dollars 
to  its  already  heavy  debt  for  the  puiposo  of  build- 
ing a  street  which  certainly  is  largely  for  the 
benefit  of  private  parties.  I  think  we  should  be 
acting  much  nearer  as  a  shrewd  man  of  business 
would  act  if  weearrvout  merely  the  improvements 
which  we  can  afford  to  pay  for  at  the  time 
rather  than  to  make  them  on  borrowed  capital. 
Should  the  Council  vote  to  concur  with  the  Street 
Commissioners,  it  legally  and  absolutely  lays  out 
the  street,  and  yefno.money  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  to  p'av  the  bills;  but  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  majority  is  an  order  requesting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  the  means  for 
this  order  they  ask  you  to  pass  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the 'year,  and  we  all  know  that  this 
year's  Committee  on  Finance  cannot  act  upon 
that     order;     consequently     it     will     have    to 


go  over  to  next  year's  committee,  and  the  only 
way  by  which  they  can  provide  the  money  will  be 
to  borrow  it,  which  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  of  1875,  and 
1  claim  tnat  the  Government  which  is  to  pay  the 
bills  should  have  something  to  say  about  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  Street  Commission 
will  be  the  same  next  year  as  now,  seven  out  of 
eight  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  are  leturned. 
and  also  a  sufficient  number  of  the  friends  of  the 
measure  to  warrant  its  early  and  careful  consid- 
eration by  the  new  Government,  and  if  there  is 
such  a  pressing  demand  for  the  improvement, 
and  no  better  terms  can  be  made  with 
the  abutters  (which  I  very  much  doubt), 
would  it  not  be  better  to  present  the  matter  *o 
the  new  Government  in  i  little  milder  foun,  than 
to  say  here  is  a  debt  which  your  predecessors  con- 
tracted to  the  amount  of  half  a.  million  dollars; 
they  have  laid  out  this  street,  and  the  city  is  lia- 
ble for  the  expense;  consequently  yon  have  no 
alternative  except  to  furnish  us  the  money?  I 
hardly  think  it  fair  that  we  should  put  our  suc- 
cessors in  so  false  a  position  as  the  passage  of 
these  resolves  anil  orders  would  place  them.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  whole  matter  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Council. 
Mr.  Bearce    of    Ward  11— I  shall  vote   for    the 


the  time  of  the  Council  to  state  more  than  one  or 
two.  In  the  first  place  a  large  part  of  the  terri- 
tory which  the  proposed  street  passes  through  is 
in  such  a  filthy  condition  that  the  Board  of  Health 
would  be  warranted  in  declaring  it  a  nuisance 
and  ordering  it  to  be  abated,  as  was  done  in  the 
Northampton-street  district.  This  territory  is  in 
close  proximity  to  the  best  lesidences  in  Ward  11, 
among  which  aie  two  of  the  largest  hotels  in  the 
city  (the  Commonwealth  and  St.  James),  and  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  City  Hospital, 
where  there  are  always  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred patients,  to  a  large  part  of  whom  pure  air  is 
indispensable  for  then  recovery.  In  warm  weath- 
er, when  the  wind  comes    from    that  quarter,  the 


houses.  Now  if  this  street  !s  built  and  a  sewer 
provided  to  carry  off  the  sewage  that  now  emp- 
ties into  the  canal  in  the  rear  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, the  city  can,  without  hardship  to  the*  abut- 
ters, compel  them  to  fill  their  land,  and  thus 
have  an  intolerable  nuisance  to  a  large  and 
wealthy  section  of  the  city  abated.  The 
members  of  the  Council  will  remember,  when 
we  visited  the  territory  the  other  day,  the  difficul- 
ty we  had  in  finding  places  dry  enough  to  stand 
upon;  some  members  did  not  venture  out  of 
their  carriages  at  all.  I  noticed  little  girls  strug- 
gling through  the  mud  to  get  to  their  homes, 
probably  on  their  way  from  school.  A  gentleman 
who,  noticing  these  children,  said  to  me  on  our 
return,  "that  he  would  be  frightened  to 
see     his     little      girl    in     such      a     condition." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  death  rate  of  the  city 
is  largely  increased  by  the  death  of  children  who 
inhabit  filthy  places  like  this  Sweet-street  district. 
Now  I  think'it  is  poor  economy  to  defer  this  mat- 
ter, and  run  the  risk  of  the  death  and  misery 
which  is  always  incident  to  such  filthy  places.  I 
don't  see  the  use  in  our  making  the  city  attractive 
or  in  improving  its  facilities  for  trade,  if ,  when 
people  come  here,  their  children  die  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver or  typhoid.     They  will  very  soon  stop  coming. 

A.11  agree  that  this  improvement  will  be  a  great 
public  convenience,  and  soon  must  be  a  public  ne- 
cessity. Iain  satisfied,  all  things  considered,  that 
now  is  the  cheapest  time  to  do  it,  for  if  it  is  put 
off,  houses  will  be  built  down  in  the  mud,  and  the 
expanse  of  removing  or  raising  these  houses 
will  be  added;  besides  parties  who  own 
the  lands,  after  paying  taxes  and  interest 
for  years,  will  want  pay  for  their  land 
whicli  they  now  offer  the  city  for  nothing. 
There  are  four  sewers  that  empty  into  the  ('anal 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  City  Hospital.  This 
street  will  afford  a  route  for  a  sewer  that  will 
remedy  the  evil  arising  from  these  sewers.  In 
inv  judgment  this  alone  is  sufficient  reason  why 
this  street  should  be  made  now.    I  see  by  the  re- 


port of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  dated   Sept.  1 

dy  1 
the  lines  of    this  avenue  are  decided. 


1873,  that  they  : 


construct  this 


11,  has  for  a  long  time  furnished,  with  Pine  Island 

and  the  soap  factories,  its  quota    to  the  afflictions 
of  that  ward.    It  is  the  intention  of  this  depart- 
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merit  to  divert  all  the  sewers  discharging  into 
this  dock  to  the  point  of  Pine  Island  through  the 
new  avenue  formed  by  the  extension  of  Swett 
street  to  South  Boston.  As  soon  as  the  lines  of 
this  avenue  are  decided,  the  department  is  ready 
to  build  the  intercepting  sewer,  and  whenever  the 
canal  can  be  tilled  as  far  as  Albany  street,  all  the 
sewers  emptying  into  South  Bay  should  be  carried 
either  to  Pine  Island  or  Dover-street  Bridge.  It 
has  been  unfortunate  that  almost  the  whole  water- 
front of  the  original  city  has  been  pushed  out  and 
filled  by  private  corporations,  which  arrange 
their  streets  and  sewers,  and  till  and  improve 
tbeir  lands  without  any  control  by  the  city,  and 
often  without  any  settled  plan  or  policy  ot  their 
own.  but  varying  with  the  interests  of  powerful 
stockholders.  This  course  compels  the  city  to  do 
the  best  it  can  when  possesion  of  streets  is  final- 
ly forced  upon  it,  which  is  generally  but  a  make- 
shift for  what  should  have  been  done  or  left  un- 
done fiom  the  beginning." 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  put  off  the  building  of 
this  street  we  shall  commit,  the  error  that  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  complain  of. 

Mr.  W  illcutt  of  Ward  17—1  shall  support  the 
original  order  for  the  construction  of  Swett  street 
on  account  of  the  little  accommodation  at  present 
enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  South  Boston,  and  on 
account  of  the  constantly  increasing  business  of 
that  important  and  fast  glowing  section,  and 
its  lack  of  communication  with  the  central 
and  southern  portions  of  the  city;  because 
at  this  time  there  is  no  unobstructed  com- 
munication between  South  Boston  and  the  terri- 
tory in  the  city  proper  before  referred  to,  between 
Beach  street  on  the  north  and  Norfolk  avenue  on 
the  south.  The  delays  to  travel  upon  Dover  street 
and  Kneeland  street  have  long  been  a  subject 
of  comment  and  a  serious  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  public  travel;  and  relief  from 
such  detention  is  imperatively  demanded. 
The  territory  above  Dover-stunt  Bridge  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Albany  street  lias  been  irnpro\ed 
by  some  of  the  largest  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  the  cit/,  and  the  tendency  is  still  south- 
ward. It  will  also  naturally  tend  toward  Dor- 
chester Bay,  on  account  of  the  water  privileges 
afforded  by  unobstructed  navigation.  This  busi- 
ness must  seek  an  outlet  by  some  other  channel 
than  those  at  present  existing  .  The  argument 
which  has  been  advanced  that  private  indi- 
viduals receive  the  main  benefit  of  this  improve- 
ment cai  not  reasonably  be  urged,  for  the  whole 
city  will  indirectly  '  be  benefited  thereby. 
The  question  of  sewerage  is  no  mean  item  in  this 
matter.  The  attention  which  has  been  called  to 
this  subject  recently  by  the  Board  of  Health  de- 
mands consideration  at  our  hands.  If  the  sew- 
age of  the  whole  central  portion  of  the  city  is  to 
be  delivered  into  Dorchester  Bay,  and  the  Rox- 
bury  Canal  is  to  be  relieved  of  so  great  a  nuisance 
as  at  present  exists,  it  can  only  be  done  by  con- 
structing a  solid  way  through 'which  the  sewers 
shall  pass,  and  this  street  will  afford  that  way.  in 
addition  to  its  other  advantages,  and  is  no  incon- 
siderable item  in  calculating  the  expense. 
Allusion  has  been  made  in  the  other  Board  to 
streets  that,  having  a  beginning,  end  nowhere, 
and  the  condition  of  Columbus  avenue  is  quoted. 
The  cases  are  not  similar,  for  in  the  above  refer- 
ence Tremont  street,  a  wide  thoroughfare,  is 
within  a  few  hundred  fe  >t,  anil  running  in  the 
same  direction,  while  Swett  street  will  have  no 
parallel  street  within  a  half  to  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  on  either  side. 

I  would  have  this  street  built  for  the  reasons  be- 
fore named,  and  because  in  addition  thereto  more 
favorable  terms  can  be  made  with  abutters  for  its 
construction  at  this  time  than  hereafter;  for  as 
business  pushes  itself  into  this  vicin'tv  the  value 
of  lanes  bordering  thereon  Mill  be  increased,  and 
the  owners  can  then  insist  upon  their  own  terms 
with  the  city,  it  present,  the  city  makes  the 
terms.  I  would  have  this  street  built  by  the  city, 
employing  the  people  in  our  midst,  and  so  solving 
the  labor  problem  to  the  extent  of  this  undertak- 
ing. 

Mr.  Terkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  No  more 
important  subject  has  been  before  the  Govern- 
ment this  year.  It  has  been  before  a  competent 
committee  for  the  past  year ;  there  has  been  a 
vast  emount  of  work  done  upon  it;  vaiirus  inter- 
ests have  been  harmonized  which  have  heretofore 
been  conflicting,  and  it  seems  a  pity  that  so  much 
labor  should  be  wasted.  I  am  certainly  aware,  as 
well  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, that  times 
are  hard,  business  is  dull  and  the  city  debt  is  in- 


crea-ing.  But  there  is  a  wise  and  an  unwise  econ- 
omy, and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  a  sanitarv  point 
of  \iev  alone  this  improvement  is  one  of  absolute 
necessity.  I  ride  over  the  Roxbury  Canal  every 
day,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  live  to  ride 
over  it  another  year  or  not.  I  have  smelt  it  for 
many  years  and  its  filthiness  is  a  standing  annoy- 
ance. I  hope  the  order  will  pass  the  present 
Council. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12— It  seems  to  me  that 
there  never  will  be  a  time  when  this  street  can  be 
built  as  cheaply  as  now.  I  find  by  referring  to 
some  figures  that  the  street  runs  through  about 
43,000,000  feet  of  maisJi  territoiy,  and  there  is  no 
question  bui  that  within  three  or  five  years  that 
land  will  be  raised  iu  price  to  at  least  fifty  cents  a 
foot  from  what  it  is  today;  then  we  should  have  a 
property  valued  at  $21,000,000,  which  would  give  a 
yearly  revenue  of  over  $300,000  per  anuum— nearly 
enough  to  pay  for  the  street.  I  think  it  is  a  good 
investment  for  the  city.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
pay  the  interest  on  the  money  by  the  rise  in  the 
valuation  of  the  land  the  first  year  after  the  street 
is  built.  Kemp  street  is  already  constructed,  and 
a  sewer  has  been  laid  there— although  it  has  had 
to  be  rebuilt  two  or  three  times  on  account  of 
falling  in  ;  they  are  bound  to  have  the  sewer;  it  is 
ten  feet  in  diameter  and  has  got  to  be  continued 
somewhere  through  that  territory,  and  there  is  no 
place  I  know  of  where  it  can  be  done  so  cheaply 
as  to  run  it  through  Swett  street.  I  hope  the  or- 
der will  pass  today. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  always  notice  that 
when  any  portion  of  this  body  desire  to  have  any 
particulai  measure  put  through  here,  there  never 
was  a  time  like  the  present  for  doing  it,  that 
there  is  a  wise  and  unwise  economy,  and  that  it  is 
a  wise  economy  in  their  particular  case,  and  that 
it  should  be  done  at  once.  Never,  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  having  a  scat  here,  have  I  voted 
against  anything  which  1  believed  for  the  general 
interest  of" the  city.  I  feel  constrained  to  vote 
against  this  order  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  local  convenience.  In  common  with 
others  I  gave  the  afternoon  of  yesterday  to  visit 
the  place.  South  Boston  has  now  three  avenues 
of  communication  with  the  city  proper,  and  this 
fourth  oue  will  accommodate  the  upper  part  of 
that  section,  Washington  Village,  ana  a  small  por- 
tion of  Dorchester,  and  the  residents  of  the  south 
part  of  the  city  south  of  Dover  street,  who 
desire  to  reach  either  of  those  three  places  I  have 
named.  Other  than  those,  I  do  not  see  chat  ac- 
commodation is  furnished  to  any  persons.  All 
that  part  of  Dorchester  west  of  Dorchester  ave- 
nue and  south  of  Cottage  street  certainly  would 
not  go  down  Dorchester  avenue  and  cross  Swett 
street  to  get  into  Boston  proper;  if  they  were 
coming  to  Boston  proper  they  would  take  Wash- 
ington street,  Stoughton  street,  Norfolk  avenue 
through  one  of  those  three  places.  Therefore  it 
seems  to  me  a  matter  of  local  convenience,  and  I 
think  it  hardly  wise  for  this  Government  to  vote 
to  build  this  expensive  street  at  this  time.  We 
all  know  the  expense  to  which  the  city  has  been 
put  during  the  past  few  years  in  extending  and 
widening  streets.  There  are  cases  constantly 
arising  in  which  no  man  can  but  think 
hat  the  widering  must  take  place.  An 
indubitable  instance  of  this  is  the  wid- 
ening of  Leverett  street  at  tne  end  of 
Cragie's  bridge.  But  this  is  a  matter  which  it 
seems  to  me  can  and  ought  to  be  put  off.  That 
portion  described  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
can  be  raised  at  a  small  expense,  so  that  the  little 
girls  can  be  accommodated  by  a  way  out  of  the 
mud.  If  the  city  desires  to  build  a  sewer  it  need 
not  wait  for  the  passage  of  an  order  to  construct 
Swett  street,  unless  this  delay  is  for  the  purpose 
of  forcing  the  laying  out  of  Swett  street.  I  see  no 
conneetion  between  the  Roxbury  Canal  and  Swett 
street,  so  far  as  the  sewer  i~  concerned;  if  it  is 
necessary,  it  can  be  constructed  beyond  the  City 
Hospital',  if  not  fuitber.  Again,  judging  from  the 
lay  of  the  land,  I  can  see  no  reason  foifuot  con- 
structing the  sewer  now  if  it  is  desirable.  For 
these  reasons— the  large  expenditures  made  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years'  in  widening  and  extending 
streets;  the  necessity  of  borrowing  half  a  million 
and  upward'-,  for  I  do  not  believe  we  shall 
get  through  with  that,  notwithstanding  the  figures 
given,  for  I  never  knew  a  city  project  to  go 
through  on  thejtiguies  .iriginallv  contemplated— 
I  hope  this  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  next 
City  Government.  In  the  other  branch  allusion 
was  made  to  the  great  danger  that  would  occur 
to  Washington  Village  and  the  upper  part  of 
Soutb  Boston  in  case  of  a   large  fire.    Now,  with 
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three  means  il  communication  with  South  Bos- 
ton, with  tin ee  engines  in  South  boston,  and  six 
in  Dorchester,  I  think  we  can  safely  sleep  when 
we  hear  a  file  alarm  from  Washington  Village, 
and  feel  assured  that  it  will  be  properly  taken 
care  of  even  if  Swett  street  is  not  constructed. 
Again,  it  is  urged  that  this  is  going  to  furnish  em- 
p'oyment  to  a  large  number  of  people,  who  need 
work  and  whom  it  would  be  I  letter  to  employ  on 
Swett  street  than  to  feed  with  soup  at  the  police 
stations.  I  suppose  it  is  generally  known  that  the 
number  of  men  employed  there  will  be  compara- 
tively small,  the  filling  up  being  done  with  cars 
and  the  gravel  dumped  in,  so  that  the  number, 
which  some  say  will  be  a  thousand,  will  dwindle 
down  to  a  hundred.  If  the  order  is  not  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government,  I  hppe  it  will  not 
pass. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  did  not  intend  to  say  a. 
word  upon  this  subject,  and  I  should  not  now  un- 
less it  had  been  spoken  of  as  a  local  project. 
But,  as  it  comes  from  the  ward,  which  I  endeavor 
to  represent,  I  shall  sav  a- won).  I  admit  that  it 
is  a  local  matter;  but  what  is  important  for  Ward 
13  is  important  for  the  whole  cty  of  Boston.  If 
the  extension  of  Leverett  street  is  a  local  matter, 
in  the  interest  of  one  part  of  the  city,  I  should 
vote  for  it  because  I  believe  it  is  good  for  all. 
We.  should  not  sit  here  and  vote  for  whac  is 
good  for  oue  section,  but  should  go  for  what  is 
for  the  interest  of  the  whole.  That  is  my 
main  argument  for  carrying  out  this  project. 
I  will  not  go  into  details  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen"  from  Wards 
9  and  6;  but  I  will  take  time  to  give  some 
figures  which  I  have  collected  from  the  maps 
in  the  Engineer's  Department  and  from  the 
Assessors'  books.  This  extension  of  Swett  street, 
according  to  the  plan,  is  estimated  to  cost  8-175,000, 
of  which  $100,000  is  to  be  paid  by  the  giving  of 
the  land  and  the  actual  agreement  of  the  abutters 
to  pay  iu  cash,  and  their  price  was  established  by 
the  award  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  to  whom 
it  was  left  to  decide  what  each  owner  should 
pay.  That  amounts  to  spin, nun.  bringing  the  real 
e<^t  to  the  city  to  s:;7r.,unn.  Now.  1  believe  thai  is 
a  large  estimate.  The  amount  of  filling  per  square 
yard  is  largely  more  than  I  have  any  idea  it  is 
going  to  cost."  This  estimate  also  includes  the 
paying,  laying  the  sidewalks,  and  the  completion 
of  the  street,  toi  which  there  will  be  no  necessity 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  that  will  be  $87,000  more  off 
the  first  cos+ ;  so  in  reality  it  is  going  to  cost  only 
about  $27.-1.000  to  fit  it  for  travel.  But  i  go  in  for 
laying  out  the  whole  of  it  as  good  as  Washington  or 
Tremont  street  or  any  other  great  thoroughfare.  It 
is  equally  impoitant,  as  a  great  thoroughfare  for 
those  who  travel  on  that  route.  Now,  then,  the 
area— that  is.  the  middle  basin— which  surrounds 
Swett  street,  there  are  7,000,000  square  feet 
of  land,  all  contiguous  to  Sweet  street, 
is  now  valued  for  taxation  at  3y?  to  i 
cents  a  foot.  Taking  that  valuation  for 
7,000,000  feet,  it  would  amount  to  $280,000.  Now, 
sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  every  owner  of  that 
7,on0,ono  feet  of  land  stands  icacly  today  to  till  that 
land  up  to  grade,  which  will  bung  it  up  to  40  cents 
per  foot,  at  a  fair  estimate.  But  I  will  put  it 
at  30  cents,  which  will  give  a  valuation 
of  $2,180,000,  instead  of  $280,000.  Th">  differ- 
ence in  taxable  valuation  would  be  $l,s20,oon, 
which  would  pay  to  the  city  in  taxes  $;i5.ooo, 
against  ;«22,50n  ii.teiest  money  on  $.;75,000  at  six 
per  cent.,  making  about  ssoon  received  by  the  city 
more  than  we  are  obliged  to  pay  out.  Now,  sir, 
upon  the  score  of  economy,  no  man  will  go  farther 
than  I  to  stop  expenditures  of  money;  but  I  do 
say  that  where  money  can  be  expended  in  a  large 
proportion  for  the  benefit  of  all,  it  is  no  time  for 
iliecitvol:  boston  to  put  its  hand  down  and  say 
go  no  farther.  If  we  can  receive  twenty-five  or 
thirty  per  cent.  more,  than  we  pay  out  it  is  as 
good  a  plan  for  us  to  do  it  as  it  would  be  for  an 
individual.  Show  me  the  man  in  this  City  Gov- 
ernment who,  if  he  was  carrying  on  a 
legitimate  business,  would  not  embrace  an 
opportunity  to  make  money  out-ide.  For 
instance,  a  man  oilers  to  let  a  store  to  you  for 
sio.ooo,  and  you  happen  to  know   where   you  can 

§et  .1*15,000  for  it,  would  you  refuse  to  take  it? 
'o,  sir,  I  am  going  to  pocket  the  $5000  and 
doit  legitimately.  I  say  this  is  a  parallel  ease, 
it  would  be  unwise  and  foolish  not  to  go  on  with 
this  project  if  it  can  be  shown  that  this  profit  is 
to  be  made.  The  owners  of  this  land,  by  tilling  it 
up,  will  increase  the  taxable  property,  and  it  will 
prove  a  fair  business  transaction.  Every  one 
allows  that  it  must  come  round   within   a  year  or 


two  at  fuit best.  Now  what  arc  we  going  to  gain  by 
waiting?  If  any  gentleman  can  show  me  wheie  we 
are  going  to  gain  anything  1  will  vote  to  postpone 
it.  But  I  cannot  see  it  in  that  light.  If  I  own 
land  there  and  have  to  pay  interest  and  taxes  on  it 
a  year  or  two  longer,  I  am  not  going  co  be  so  ready 
to  give  the  land  then  as  I  am  today.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  gone  to  woik  to  get  all 
these  abutters  to  s xy  what  they  will  pay  in  cash 
in  addition  to  giving  the  land.  There  are  the 
names  upon  paper.  It  U  a  sure  thing,  just  as  sure 
as  if  the  city  had  the  money  in  the  treasury,  be- 
cause they  are  all  responsible  men.  That  state  of 
affairs  may  not  exist  two  years  from  now.  What 
I  will  agree  to  today  cannot  always  be  done  two 
years  from  now.  Now  I  say,  after  fighting  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  and  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Raihoad,  and  af  ,ei  having  got  the  abutters  up  to 
the  right  place,  gentlemei  cannot  call  it  forcing 
this  thing  through.  The  apple  is  just  ripe  to  pick 
now.  I  do  not  say  but  the  next  City  (ic  veinment 
can  do  it  just  as  well  as  we  can  now,  but  I  say  it 
is  time  for  us  to  take  action  now,  and  not  leave 
questions  which  nave  been  before  us  for  a  long- 
time for  other  neople  to  settle.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  act  upon  it,  and  consider  that  it  is  of  vital 
importance  and  not  a  mere  local  project. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15—1  have  listened  care- 
fully with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  argu- 
ment in  favor 'of  laying  out  Swett  street  and 
to  the  conversation  of  my  friends  and  asso- 
ciates out  of  the  Council,  and  I  cannot  see  my 
way  clear  to  vote  for  this  majority  project  this 
evening.  We  must  take  a  stand  sone  time  against 
these  great  schemes  of  sti  eet  widening  and  exten- 
sion. Thai  policy  has  been  carried  to  a  vast  ex- 
tent during  the  last  lew  years,  partly  from  neces- 
sity on  account  of  the  fire,  but  the  expense  was 
just  as  great  as  if  no  necessity  existed.  But  there 
have  been  other  groat  enterprises  not  on  account 
of  the  fire,  and  I  think  it  is  time  to  stop 
and  take  breath  a  moment  and  see  where 
we  stand.  I  think  it  is  impoitant  for  us  to  estab- 
lish a  precedent  for  the  Council  of  next  year,  and 
that  precedent  should  be  economy.  Many  ques- 
tions will  come  before  the  next  City  Council,  such 
as  the  park  and  the  water  questions ;  we  shall 
have  to  make  large  loans  for  both  those  purposes 
and  if  we  establish  a  precedent  at  the  last  of  this 
year  for  a  loan  of  $500,000  for  an  unnecessary  pur- 
po.  e,  I  think  it  will  have  a  bad  effect  in  the 
future.  They  all  say  that  Swett  street  should  be 
carried  out  because  it  will  be  a  convenience.  In 
these  days,  when  a  heavy  debt  has  been  incurred, 
and  when  times  are  harol,  as  everybody  will 
admit,  we  ought  not  to  go  into  any  specula- 
tive investment  purely  for  convenience.  Every- 
body in  favor  of  this  measure  will  admit 
that  it  is  a  speculation.  It  is  dumping  $500,- 
000  into  the  mud  flats  of  the  South  Bay;  we 
may  get  it  back  and  we  may  not,  but   whether 


have  added  just  so  much  to  onr  debt  and  it  re- 
mains, and  even  the  getting  of  money  enough 
to  pay  the  interest  upon  it  is  uncertain.  Sup- 
pose the  abutters  do  not  come  in,  and  should  not 
fiil  up,  then  we  will  have  to  build  this  enormous 
turnpike  across  South  Bay,  and  virtually  have 
nothing  to  get  in  return.  .Nothing  has  been  proven 
to  my  satisfaction  that  we  shall  get  any- 
thing back  by  this  expenditure.  Look  at  the  ex- 
periences in  am  exation.  People  said  lands  would 
double  in  value  and  we  would  get  an  immense 
amount  back  in  taxation;  but  I  think  if  you  talk 
with  people  in  the  annexed  towns,  they  will  say 
the  piesent  valuation  is  fictitious  and  we  have  got 
to  come  down  in  the  taxes.  I  have  in  mind  this 
moment  a  case  in  Roxbury,  where  the  taxa- 
tion was  enormous,  owing  to  the  fictitious 
valuation  put  upon  property,  which  had 
been  raised  $5000  every  year  until  the  occu- 
pants were  c  ompelled  to  move.  It  is  by  carrying 
out  such  schemes  as  this  that  we  put  a  fancy 
valuation  upon  land.  No  one  can  say  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  that  we  ought  to  borrow  an 
immense  sum  of  money  upon  the  evidence  offer- 
ed that  we  shall  get  it  back.  I  do  not  feel  confi- 
dent that  we  shall  get  this  forty  cents  or  fifty 
cents  a  foot  back.  No  one  can  contend  that  we 
shall  get  the  principal  back.  The  argument  that 
it,  is  a.  purely  business  tiansaction  is  a  strained 
one.  I  still  feel  that  the  argument  is  not  strong 
enough  to  induce  us  to  go  into  it  and  take  the 
risks.  I  am  not  sure  that  even  if  we  had 
surplus  money  enough  in  our  pockets  to  make 
this  investment,  we  should  do  it.  We  certainly 
ought  not  to  go   further   on   the   ruinous  road   of 


DECEMBER       31 


18  74. 


759 


municipal  loans  except  for  absolute  uecesities. 
We  shall  have  t»  make  investments  next 
year  of  absolute  necessity,  such  as  for  a 
water  supply  and  a  park,  whichl  consider 
more  an  absolute  necessity  thau  any  meas- 
ures of  purely  local  improvement.  As  a 
precedent  of  economy  it  is  all  important  for  us 
not  to  pass  this  order.  We  have  got  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  street  improvements  so-called,  as  they 
have  been  carried  on  the  past  few  years. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  must  have  beeu  mis- 
understood by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  as 
opposing  this  matter  because  it  is  a  local  project 
for  a  local  convenience.  1  do  not  oppose  it  on  that 
account;  but  I  nevertheless  think  it  to  be  a 
local  project  and  convenience,  and  we  ought  not 
to  pass  this  order  and  incur  this  extra  debt  for 
anything  bur,  matters  of  pressing  public  necessi- 
ty. It  was  perhaps  unfortunate  for  me  to  select 
Leverett  street— it  being  in  the  portion  of  the  city 
where  I  reside— to  illustrate  my  remarks  upon 
street  widenings  which  I  deemed  important  to  act 
upon  at  this  time,  because  it  might  have  given 
the  impression  that  I  was  favoring  this  im- 
provement in  my  own  part  of  the  city,  while  op- 
posing those  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Leverett 
street  has  ma  lypoor  buildings  upon  it,  and  I  meant 
to  say  that  if  we  had  not  seized  this  opportunity, 
when  the  widening  should  come  we  would  have 
expensive  buildings  to  pay  for.  I  merely  rose  to 
say  that  I  do  not  oppose  this  because  it  is  a  local 
project    . 

Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  12—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentlemen  from  Wards  6  and  15  whether  they 
recognize  Swett  street  as  one  tbat  will  be  a  bene- 
fit to  that  locality ;  whether  it  is  a  local  improve- 
ment, and  whether  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  that  such  improvements  shall  be  carried 
out? 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— As  the  question  is  di- 
rected to  me  in  part,  I  would  say  that  my  grounds 
for  opposing  it  are  not  that  it  is  a  local  improve- 
ment, for  all  improvements  must  be  chiefly  local, 
but  that  it  is  unnecessary,  can  be  made  just  as 
well  in  the  future  as  now.  ■ 

Mr.  Loring  of  "Ward  12 — I  beg  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. 1  took  down  his  words.  1  understood 
him  to  say  it  was  "purely  a  local  improvement." 

Mr.  Putnam —Those  may  be  the  words,  but  1  do 
not  oppose  it  for  that  reason.  In  my  opii.ion,  it 
is  not  so  general  an  improvement  as  to  require  so 
large  an  expenditure  at  a  time  when  the  debt  is 
large  and  when  times  are  hard.  Theoretically,  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  Sivett  street,  and  it 
would  be  a  good  thing,  as  well,  to  that  locality, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  incur  so  large  an 
expenditure  to  have  it,  for  it  is  not  a  necessary  at 
all,  but  a  speculative  improvement. 

Mr.  Loring— I  am  surprised  that  gentlemen  of 
the  culture  and  experience  of  the  two  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  have  referred  as  having  called  this  a 
strictly  local  improvement— and  they  acknowl- 
edge that  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  that  section 
of  the  city— 1  am  surprised.  I  say,  that  they  do  not 
lecognize  the  fact  that  whatever  is  truly  for  Lhe 
interest  of  one  section  of  the  city,  or  whatever  is 
truly  for  the  interest  of  our  neighbors,  is  for  our 
interest  also  The  objection  is  made  to  this  on  the 
ground  of  its  expense  and  the  great  debt  of  the 
city  at  this  time,  and  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
local  improvement.  I  think  there  have  been  ex- 
pended some  $15,000,000  in  the  last  seven  or  ten 
years  in  street  improvement-.  A  very  large  pro- 
portion of  that  money— in  all  several  millions— has 
been  expended  on  the  Back  Bay  lands  and  on 
streets  west  of  Tremont  and  Washington  streets  ; 
and  whatever  has  been  expended  east  of  Wash- 
ington street  has  not  been  laid  out  to  accelerate 
business.  Now,  I  believe,  it  is  generally  acknowl- 
edged that  a  public  improvement  which  acceler- 
ates business  will  pay  for  itself.  Now.  as  1  under- 
stand this  improvement,  it  is  asked  that  a  large 
section  of  territory,  unimproved  lands  in  South 
Boston  and  the  southerly  part  of  Dorchester,  may 
be  brought  into  market;  three  or  four  hundred 
aeres  of  unoccupied  lands  on  the  shore 
front  of  South  Boston  and  the  south 
part  of  Dorchester,  extending  from  Fort 
Point  Channel  around  South  Boston  Point  to 
Commercial  Point,  1  think  some  seven  miles  in 
extent.  There  is  not  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment or  business  place  of  any  kind  on  that  shore 
fiom  City  Point  to  Savin  Hill  or  to  Commercial 
Point.  Most  of  the  street  improvements,  or  many 
of  them,  costing  millions  of  dollars,  have  been 
made  to  bring  land  into  market  f»r  house  lots; 
they  have  been  made  in  such  a  way  as  to  tend  to 
centralize  business  in  the  small  trade  centre  of 


the  city.  On  no  portion,  or  a  very  small  portion  of 
them, 'has  money  b<=en  expended  for  street 
improvements  leading  from  the  east  to  the 
west  s>de  of  the  «ity.  There  have  been  three 
or  four-  articles  in  the  leading  journals  of 
Boston  against  this  improvement.  The  only 
points  of  any  strength  in  them  are  that 
••it  is  a  local  improvement  of  very  little  value"; 
and  the  other  point  is,  that  "the  benefit  would 
mure  to  the  owners  of  the  unoccupied  lands  and 
flats  adjoining."  That  article  was  in  the  Boston 
Advertiser  of  yesterday.  Two  years  ago  an  article 
in  the  same  paper  showed  the  advantages  of  the 
street  impiovements  on  the  Back  Bay  lands,  and 
it  alluded  to  the  tendency  of  business  to  centre 
on  the  South  Bay.  [Mr.  Loriug  read  the  article 
referred  to.]  Now,  I  take  the  ground  that  we 
have  had  no  City  Council  in  Boston  for  the  last 
seventeen  years,  with  the  exception  of  last  year 
and  the  year  before,  who  have  done  anything  to 
develop'  and  extend  the  business  resources  of  the 
city.  And,  now,  when  the  first  street  is  pro- 
posed with  the  view  of  accelerating  business  in  an 
important  section  of  the  city,  it  meets  with  oppo- 
sition from  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  9  and  15, 


have  given  but  very  little  atten- 


want  of  proper  streets  leading  from  South  Boston 
to  the  city  proper,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
House  of  Correction  in  that  section  of  the  city, 
have  prevented  the  development  of  some  son  acres 
of  territory  for  manufacturing  purposes.  By  ref- 
erence to  the  census  of  1ST0,  1  liud  that  in  the  city 
of  Worcester,  forty  miles  from  Boston,  with  a 
population  of  only  11,000,  the  products  of  manu- 
factories are  $17,000,000  a  year,  while  in 
South  Boston,  with  60,000  population,  the 
manufacturing  products  are  only  $7,000,000. 
Had  the  city  of  Boston  pursued  a  judi- 
cious policy  towards  that  section  for  the  last 
twenty-five  vears,  the  products  of  its  manufacto- 
ries would  now  be  upwards  of  $50,000,000  a  year. 
Now,  in  vie  wot  the  fact  that  this  Council  has  done 
nothing  for  the  interest  of  business,  or  very  little, 
1  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  most  creditable  acts 
we  could  perforin  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  record 
our  votes  in  favor  of  this  street,  and  then  we  can 
say  we  have  done  some  little  towards  accelerating 
business.  The  tendency  in  Boston  has  been  to 
widen  and  extend  streets,  iu  the  main,  so  as  to 
centralize  business,  when  in  fact  it  should  be  right 
the  reverse.  If  we  can  do  anything  to  extend 
what  is  generally  called  the  business  centre  of  the 
city,  we  lessen  the  expense  of  doing  business.  The 
location  of  the  Boston  Cost  Office  "2500  feet  from 
State  street  has  very  greatly  lessened  the  expense 
of  doing  business  in  what  "is  called  the  business 
centre  of  the  city.  Previous  to  the  removal  of  the 
Post  Office  from  State  street,  I  think  the  rent 
of  banking  rooms  iu  the  city  exceeded  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  of  their  capital.  Some  members  of 
the  Council  may  not  be  aware  of  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  single  direci  avenue  leading-  from  the 
east  to  the  west  side  of  the  city  from  State  street 
to  Commercial  Point,  and  one  reason  why  some  of 
our  streets  running  northerly  and  southerly  are 
so  crowded  is  from  the  fact  that  the  travel  from 
the  east  to  the  west  side  of  ihe  city  falls  into 
them,  and  is  carried  on  until  it  can  find  an  outlet 
in  the  direction  that  they  should  go.  I  feel  in- 
clined to  say  a  great  deal  upon  this  subject,  but  I 
do  not  like  to  take  up  more  time  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Leach  of  Ward  10— I  1  ave  been  located  on 
the  shore  of  the  South  Bay  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  I  have  had  some  opportunity  to  ob 
serve  the  effect  of  improvements  made  there. 
Since  I  went  to  our  present  location  on  Harrison 
avenue  they  have  completed  Albany  street,  and  a 
good  deal  of  land  has  been  brought  in.  so  that 
there  are  no  restrictions  there  as  to  manufactur- 
ing purposes.  Twenty  years  ago  Albany  street 
was  put  tliiough,  and  a  good  deal  of  opposition  to 
it  was  caused  because  it  was  to  be  a  local  thing; 
but  since  it  was  put  through,  manufactuiing 
has  been  established  there,  and  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  way  of  assessments  have  been  added  to 
that  territory.  I  take  it  foi  granted  that  it  will  be 
the  same  with  Swett  street.  The  products  of 
manufacturing  on  Albany  street  and  between 
Albany  street  and  Harrison  avenue  today,  I  think, 
are  more  than  they  are  iu  all  other  parts  of  the 
city.  I  think  if  Swett  street  is  put  through  it  will 
bring  land  into  the  market  that  can  be  built  upon 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  filling  of  land 
on  Albany  street  iu  this  way  lias  been  an  improve- 
ment, anil  the  same  will  be  ihe  case  with  Swett 
street.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  \\  ard  9,  the   question 
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on  referring -the  subject  to  the  next  Citv  Council 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  suppose  that 
anything  I  can  say  now  will  add  to  the  many  rea- 
sons which  have  been^iven  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject. I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  take  a  glance 
at  the  map  and  see  the  very  large  territory  so  near 
the  centre  of  the  city  that  is  actually  unap- 
proachable; and  see  the  immense  distance  be- 
tween Pouth  Boston  and  Roxbury  by  way  of 
Dover-street.  Bridge  or  Cottage  street,  I  say  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  me  to  see  how  any  man  can 
take  even  a  glance  at  the  map  without  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  on  general  considera- 
tions this  improvement  ought  to  take  place. 
When  it  was  suggested,  I  could  not  possibly 
conceive  of  any  objection  that  could  he  made 
to  it,  and  it  never  occuried  to  me  to  go  into 
the  figures  as  other  gentlemen  have  done  to 
-how  ihe  gre.t  economy  of  putting  this  project, 
through  now.  It  is  one  of  those  things  in  which 
time  is  the  essence  of  value.  The  wantof  that 
communication  today  is  a  crying  evil.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  talk  about  my  ovC;n  section  of  the 
city,  about,  crowded  thoroughfares,  about  three 
avenues  for  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand 
people  who  pass  over  them  every  day.  because  it 
has  been  found  by  actual  count  that  the  number 
of  people  passing  over  those  avenues  every  dav  is 
in  excess  of  the  population  there.  The  only  op- 
position to  such  an  improvement  a- this  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  from  some  sort  of  local  jealousy 
which  makes  members  act  as  if  there  was  just 
so  much  money  in  the  crib  and  you  had  got 
to  tight  for  it  and  win  or  go  without,  for- 
ever. It  seems  to  me  that  so  far  as  the  city 
of  Boston  is  concerned  the  individual  prosperity 
depends  upon  the  general  pro-peiitv.  If  you  do 
that  which  will  put  this  tei ,  itorv  up  for  manufac- 
turing, you  will  bring  wealth  and  prosperity  to 
the  city  trom  these  streets.  And  therefore,  apart 
from  any  question  of  who  is  to  get  the  most  or  the 
least  benefit,  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  you 
should  have  improvement's  in  a  growing  citv  like 
this  without  everybody  getting  some  good  out  of 
it.  You  will  undertake  to  improve  the  Hats— that 
is  the  channel  to  them.  \ou  have  been  improv- 
ing Atlantic  avenue,  which  is  m  a  direct  line  with 
them.  Apart,  from  opening  this  territory  up 
for  taxation,  you  cause  industries  and  man- 
ufacturing enterprises  productive  interest  and 
capital  to  flow  there.  Something  has  been  said 
about  sewerage.  I  know  but  \efy  little  of  that, 
because  my  attention  has  not  been  called  to  it. 
But  I  know  by  reference  to  other  sections 
that  Roxbury  is  to  be  benefited  by  it.  Now 
the  three  avenues  spoken  of  are  obstructed 
by  draws,  and  one  of  them  is  constantly  obstruct- 
ed by  steam  ears  on  the  Old  Colony  Railrof.d;  and 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  tact  that  there 
are  but  two  avenues,  because  Federal-street 
Bridge  and  Washington  avenue  open  just 
at  one  place.  If  the  Broadway  extension 
should  take  place  it  would  form  another  ave- 
nue. Eastern  and  Northern  avenues  have 
been  suggested,  but  they  are  put  down  upon  an 
extreme  point  which  runs  out  of  the  way,  and  I 
endeavored  to  have  that  fixed  so  that  it  might  be 
some  benefit  to  South  Boston,  but  I  failed  to  ac- 
complish it.  It  is  said  that  taxes  are  high.  Well, 
it  is  due  a  great  deal  to  the  parsimony  of  past  City 
Covernments.  who  waited  and  waited,  and  finally 
all  the  improvements  came  upon  us  at  once.  Now 
when  we  have  a  case  as  clear  as  this,  true  econo- 
my requires  that  it  should  be  done  now. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council 
was  lost— yeas  11,  nays  57. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Denny,  Goldthwait,  Gordon, 
Kimball,  Page,  Powers,  Putnam,  Sprague, 
Timelier.  Weston,!;.    I'.  Wilbur— 11. 


Rurdett,  Burgess,  Butler,  Caton,  t'awley,  Colli] 
Crowley,  Cudworth,  Cu.-hinan,  Daeey,  Davis,  Day, 
Dean,  Flatley,  Flynn,  Fuller,  Harrington,  Hicks, 
Hnnnewell,  Jennings,  Kent,  Leach,  Loring,  Mar- 
tin, McCarthy.  Moley,  Mooncy,  Morse,  Noycs, 
I'eabody,  Pease,  Perkins,  Pray,  Russell,  Sibley, 
Smith,  Sweat,  Sweetscr,  Train,  Walbridge.  War- 
ren, West,  Whiston,  N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt 
Woods,  Woodward— 5T. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  resolve  and 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Denny  of  Ward  9—1  will  occupy  but  a 
moment's  time.  It  is  unfortunate  that  i  ques- 
tion of  this  magnitude  should  come  to  the  vjoun- 
cil  in  the  last  hours  of  the  year.  Gentlemen  will 
remember  that  the   matter  of  the   Broadway  ex- 


tension was  brought  to  our  attention  at  our  last 
meeting,  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  were  called 
upon  to  decide  upon  it  then.  I  had  hoped 
that,  evidence  would  be  produced  tonight 
so  that  those  who  have  not  sufficient 
information  to  act  upon  it  might  decide 
tonight.  From  the  way  it  has  been  discussed,  it 
has  been  made  to  appear  that  localities  now  of  the 
value  of  three  or  foiu  cents  a  foot  were,  by  the 
building  of  this  street,  to  become  worth  thirty 
and  forty  cents.  That  is  the  main  reason  repre- 
sented to  us  tonight  why  this  avenue  should  be 
built.  If  that  is  a  fact,  the  question  occurs  to  me 
why  these  parties  who  are  to  be  benefited  to  that 
extent  do  not  build  the  street  themselves,  and  not 
ask  the  city  of  Boston  to  do  it.  That  is  the  way 
gentlemen  advocating  this  expenditure  have  pre- 
sented it  to  us  here  tonight.  I  think  they  should 
have  gone  further  than  they  have  and  cleared  up 
that  point.  It  is  also  stated  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  12  that  South  Boston  needs  this 
avenue  that  her  communications  shall  be  im- 
proved. I  cannot  see  how  Ward  12  is  to  lie  great- 
ly benefited  by  this  avenue.  Does  it  offer  any 
better  communication  with  the  main  city  than 
they  now  have?  It  has  been  stated  that  manu- 
facturing would  be  greatly  benefited  by  having 
another  avenue,  but  those  other  two  points  not 
having  been  answered,  I  am  not  able  to  vote  for 
it  as  it  stands.  I  was  in  hopes  this  order  would  be 
advocated  and  presented  in  such  alight  as  would 
make  it  very  clear  that  it  would  be  not  only  an  ad- 
vantage to  Ward  12.  but  to  the  whole  city,  and 
that  the  owners  of  property  contiguous  to  where 
the  street  is  to  be  located,  and  whose  property  is 
to  be  so  improved  in  a  few  years,  would  join  in 
the    expenditure    more   liberally  than  they  have 


Mr.  Flynn  ef  Ward  7— One  of  the  reasons  why 
it  has  been  presented  to  the  Council  at  this  late 
hour  is  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  been 
endeavoring  to  obtain  releases  of  the  land  and 
compensation  for  building  the  street;  but  until 
within  a  week  or  ten  days  they  have  not  accom- 
plished the  purpose  for  which  they  set  out.  They 
have  obtained  from  the  abutters  more  land  than 
the  amount  we  could  charge  for  betterments. 
They  get  from  the  parties  $0(1,00(1,  and  it  has  been 
stated  by  the  Street  Commissioners  that  if  we  took 
the  land  ami  assessed  betterments  we  could  not  get- 
more  than  .|40,000.  We  have  been  unable  to  get 
this  contribution  ol  #00,00(1  to  this  street  sooner 
than  this,  and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it 
comes  in  so  late. 

Mr.  Kimball— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  hardly 
wise  to  pass  this  order  tonight,  if  it  has  taken  the 
Committee  on  Streets  a  whole  year  to  make  the 
abutters  see  that  it.  is  for  their  interest  to  contrib- 
ute this  small  sum  to  have  the  street  built.  I  hope 
it  will  be  allowed  to  rest  until  they  can  be  made 
to  see  it  is  for  their  interest  to  contribute  a  larger 
sum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  main 
question  was  ordered,  and  the  resolve  and  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  order  appended  to  the  report  of  the  majori- 
ty, for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  referred  to  the  next  City 
Council  and  sent  up. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  passing  the  re- 
solve and  order  to  lay  out  Sweet  street  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Communication,  resolve  and  order  from  Street 
Commissioners  for  widening  Pleasant  street  from 
Mam  to  Warren  street,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$15,542.50.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  law  books  for 
the  City  Solicitor's  office,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $275. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  those  books 
had  been  purchased. 

Mr.  Dean  of   Ward  12  replied  that  they  had  not. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  order  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

Mr.  Dean  said  it  was  simply  to  place  in  the  Law 
Department  such  text  books  as  are  found  neces- 
sary for  the  ready  investigation  of  matters  the 
Solicitors  have  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  Committee  on  Claims  had 
to  pay  several  such  bills  during  the  last  two  years, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances should  come  in  with  that  order.  He  under- 
stood that  the  City  Solicitor  had  authority  to  pro- 
cure all  necessary  books  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims  approve  the  bills. 

Mr.  Dean  did  not  understand  that  the  Solicitor 
had  such  authority.     The  books  were  merely  for 
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reference  and  use  in  the  ordinary  transaction  of 
business. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost, 
Mr.  Thacher  alone  voting  in  the  affirmative.  The 
order  was  then  passed  in  concurrence,  Mr.  Thacher 
voting  alone  in  the  negative. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  two  street 
sweeping  machines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  sr>ni> 
for  each  machine.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 


District;  of  $27,000  to  Public  Buildings.  .d-o to 
charge  tax  of  $48.36  to  appropriation  for  Gram- 
mar School  site,  Ward  15.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas 52,  nays  1— Mr.  Ciowley  of  Ward  7 
voting  nay. 

Order  authorizing  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  as  follows :  Widening  cf  Shawmut  avenue, 
$77,000;  Commerce  street.  $73,000;  widening  of 
Leverett  street,  $42,000.  Passed,  in  concurrence- 
yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  a  contract  for  the  delivery  of 
water  pipes  and  appurtenances  for  tin  ordinary 
work  of  the  "Water  Department  during  the  next 
financial  year;  the  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  $100,600.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  pf  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims,  submitted  a  report  recommending- 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  A.  A.  Gibson 
to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses  in  repairing  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  caused  to  estate  41 
Washington  street  by  the  city.  Accepted  and 
sent  up. 

TRUANTS. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  submitted  the  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance relating  to  truants,  that  no  further  legisla- 
tion is  needed.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

KINDERGARTEN  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  that  no 
further  action  is  necessary  on  request  of  School 
Committee  for  additional'aeeommodationsfor  the 
kindergarten  school  on  Somerset  street,  said  re- 
quest having  been  withdrawn  by  the  sub-commit- 
tee in  charge  of  that  school.  Accepted  and  sent 
up. 

LOCAL  BOARDS  FOR  ['.RANCH   LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  Boaidnian  of  Ward  14,  for  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library,  reported  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
viding local  boards  for  the  management  of  the 
several  branch  libraries.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

STEAMER    SAMUEL    LITTLE. 

Mr.  West  of  Ward  16,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Health  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  authority  be  and  hereby  is  grant- 
ed to  the  Board  of  Health  to  use  $2000  of  the 
Quarantine  Department  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  purchasing  and  fitting  up  a  new 
condenser  for  the  steamer  Samuel  Little. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
after  ah  explanation  by  Mr.  West,  passed  and 
sent  up. 

CONFINEMENT    OF     MORE    THAN    ONE    PBRSON    IN 
POLICE-STATION  CELLS. 

Mr.  Martin  of  Ward  7,  for  the  Committee  of  the 
Common  Council  on  Police,  who  were  directed  to 
investigate  in  relation  to  the  confinement  of  more 
than  one  person  in  the  sarrre  cell  in  police  station 
houses,  submitted  the  following  report:  As  this 
investrgation  appears  to  have  been  ordered  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  a  person  named  Peter 
Smith,  caused  by  an  assault  committed  upon  him 
fey  a  fellow  prisoner  in  a  cell  at  the  First  Police 
Station,  on  the  21st  of  November  last,  the  commit- 
tee have  procured  and  present  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  in  the  case  before  the  coroner's  jury, 
with  the  verdict  thereon.  A  statement  from 
the  Chief  of  Police  is  also  presented,  cover- 
ing the  number  of  cells  in  each  station  house, 
the  number  of  prisoners  and  lodgers  in  each  dar- 
ing the  year  1873,  and  a  portion  of  1874,  and  the 
average  number-  per  day.  It  appears  from  this 
statement,  that  in  most  of  the  stations,  the  num- 
ber cf  persons  held  in  confinement  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  cell-.  The  committee 
have  visited  and  inspected  the  several  places  of 
detention,  and  they  find  that  in  nearly  all  the  sta- 
tions the  cells  are  in  the  basement,  while  the  offi- 
cers in  charge  occupy  rooms  on  the  floor  above, 
ta  such  a  distance  that  they  would  not  be  likelv  to 


hear  any  disturbance  among  the  prisoners.  It  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  an 
officer  should  be  detailed  at  all  the  stations  to 
look  after  the  prisoners  and  lodgers,  and  see  that 
they  are  properly  cared  for  and  protected.  Un- 
less this  is  done  the  occurrence  at  the  First  Po- 
lice Station  is  liable  to  be  repeated  a  I  any  time. 
Accepted. 

SUDBURY  RIVER  .SCHEME. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— -I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  lasi  meeting  whereby  the  older  to 
seize  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  was  refused  a 
second  reading.  I  have  frequently  been  asked 
what  was  my  intent. on  in  moving  this  re- 
consideration of  a  subject,  which  had  b>  en  so 
decidedly  passed  upon  by  this  Council.  1  did  s© 
because  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  condition  of  the 
city  at  that  time  in  regard  to  its  water-  supply  wan 
exceedingly  critical  and  it  was  dangerous  to  allow 
that  order  to  pass  out  of  the  control  of  the  Coun- 
cil. I  feared  that  the  city  might  be  brought 
into  a  condition  whereby  it  would  be  necessary 
to  be  protected,  and  I  am  forced  to  believe 
that  that  condition  has  come.  The  water  in 
Lake  Cochituate,  which,  at  our  last  ineetino, 
was  three  feet  "ire  inch  above  the  bottom  of  the 
conduit,  stands  two  feet  four  inches  todsy.  There 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  prosper  of  a  cessation 
Of  the  present  drought,  and  it  seems  to  me  almost 
an  impossibility  for  the  city  to  go  through  trie 
winter  without  turning  Sudbury  River  into  Lake 
Cochituate.  it  seems  to  me  that  the  city  stand* 
now  in  a  very  considerable  danger,  in  its  'present 
position,  and  rhat  as  a  measuie'ol  immediate  re- 
lief it  has  become  necessary  for  us.  whatever  out 
opinions  are  of  the  merits  of  the  Smlbui-.-  scheme, 
as  compared  with  others,  to  put  them  aside  and 
take  the  water  as  a  measure  for  protectin»  the 
city  from  its.  immediate  danger.  The  opin- 
ions which  I  have  expressed  of  the  ad- 
i-n  nl  ages  of  the  Charles  River  as  compared  with 
the  Sudbury  have  been  confirmed  since  our  last 
meeting  by  high  engineering  and  legal  talent.  I 
had  hoped  that  we  might  avoid  being  brought  to 
this  position  b\  making  sonic  arrangement  where- 
by the  Sudbury  might  be  taken  as  a  temporary 
supply  to  the  city.  1  knew  that  otters  had  been 
made  by  mill  owners  to  allow  the  city  to  take  the 
river  temporarily,  but  I  find  that  tnose 
offers  are  not  available ;  and,  after-  most  careful 
inquiry,  lean  find  no  possible  way  in  which  the 
city  can  legally  take  the  water  temporarily.  It  is 
a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me— for  it  is  a  most 
painful  position  to  be  in— to  be  obliged  either  to 
sacrifiee  the  scheme,  which  I  believe  for  the  best 
interest  of  Boston,  or  to  keep  the  city  ionger  in  it* 
present  perilous  condition.  My  own  conclusion 
is  that  I  am  driven  to  give  my  adhesion  to  that 
part  of  the  Sudbury  scheme  which  involves  the 
turning  of  the  water  into  Lake  Cochituate.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  the  scheme  which  I  do 


Farm  Pond,  which,  with  its  accessories,  forms 
about  $4,0110,000  of  the  cost  of  the  whole  scheme 
It  seems  to  me  that  part  of  the  scheme  should  be 
passed  upon  on  its  merits,  and  irot  under  the  pi  es- 
sure  of  an  emergency  like  this.  It  seems 
to  me,  also,  that  by  prudent  management 
of  our  resources,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  Mystic  supply,  this  expenditure  might 
be  postponed  for  some  time,  I  propose,  if 
this  reconsideration  prevails,  to  oiler  an  amend- 
ment striking  out  the  conduit  part  from  the  or- 
der, and  if  that  amendment  prevails  1  shall  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  order  in  that  shape. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— I  wish  the  gentleman  had 
made  the  same  speech  two  months  ago  that  h« 
has  made  tonight.  There  certainly  is  no  more 
emergency  now  than  there  was  then.  It  was  just 
as  apparent  then  as  it  is  now.  We  are  no  more 
liable  to  have  it  now  than  we  were  then.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  abandoning  of  the  conduit  is  going  to 
help  the  matter  a  great  deal;  that  is  one  of  the 
leading  points  of  the  whole  scheme.  I  am  not 
willing  to  abandon  it.  It  is  lathei  unfortunate 
for  the  City  Government  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  could  not  have  seen  his  way  clear  to  have 
made  some  such  remark  before'  the  vote  was 
taken  upon  the  measure.  If  the  Council  see  fit  to 
reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  Sudbury  scheme 
was  lost.  1  shall  be  very  glad. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14-  1  apprehend  that  in 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
no  change  of  opinion  is  indicated  on  his  part.  Bur 
certain  developments  have  been  made  since  our  last 
vote,  so  that  there  appears  likelv  to  be  an  impera- 
tive necessity  for  an  additional  supply  of  water    It 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


has  mt  been  clear  until  within  a  brief  period  that,  it 
has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  have  this  addi- 
tional supply,  tor  the  reason  that  it  was  expected 
that  the  tall  rains  might  come  ;  but,  as  gentlemen 
are  aware,  they  have  not  come,  and  the  con- 
duit has  grown  lower  and  lower.  But  the  ques- 
tion that  really  comes  up  nov  is.  what  are  we  to 
do  for  this  additional  supply,  which  it  seems 
musi  come  from  somewhere.  Sudbury  River, 
as  the  gentleman  stated,  is  the  only  source 
to  which  we  can  look.  The  question  then 
arises,  how  can  we  take  Sudbury  River? 
Suppose  it  be  taken  under  the  offer  of 
General  Butler?  The  difficulty  is,  that  unless 
we  get  the  consent  of  every  party  having 
rights  in  that  river,  no  order  passed  by  this  City 
Council  can  be  legal,  and  therefore  no  order  for  a 
temporary  supply  Can  be  legally  paired.  It  must 
lie  evident,  then,  that  the  Water  Hoard  cannot  be 
authorized  by  the  City  Council  to  take  the  river 
temporarily,  and  therefore,  as  the  City  Solicitor 
expresses  it,  it  he  were  a  member  of  that  board, 
and  they  were  directed  to  take  it  for  a  temporary 
use.  he  would  be  bound  to  disobey  it.  The  ques- 
tion then  is,  shall  we,  who  think  that  is  not  the 
best  scheme  for  Boston's  water  supply,  allow  the 
city  to  incur  the  danger  of  a  water  famine?  But 
there  is  not  only  the  use  of  the  water  for 
ordinary  purposes  to  be  taken  into  account,  but 
the  probable  loss  of  property  in  case  of 
fire  from  scarcity  of  it,  and  I,  for  one, 
am  not  willing  to  take  that  hazard.  And 
inasmuch  as  this  seems  to  be  the  only  way  to 
telieve  ourselves,  and  that  is  by  taking  Sudbury 
water,  and  the  only  way  to  take  it  is  to  do  so  le- 
gally, there  seems  to  be  no  possible  alternative 
but  to  take  such  a  portion  of  this  act  as  will 
avail  for  our  temporary  necessity.  In  order  ta 
take  the  temporary  use'  of  it,  I  'entirely  concur 
with  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  9,  that,  we  are  not, 
absolutely  committing  the  city  to  the  Sudbury 
scheme.  We  can  take  it.  and  incur  the  least  pos"- 
sible  expense.  No  costly  works  are  to  be  erected, 
but  we  are  to  go  there,  open  the  conduit  and  take  it 
precisely  in  the  same  way  that  we  took  it  for  tem- 
porary use  in  1872.  Now  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt,  it  seems  to  me,  if  the 
City  Government,  in  its  wisdom  hereafter 
should  decide  that  the  scheme  is  not  the  best, 
that  it  can  be  abandoned.  I  admit  that  the  tak- 
ing of  this  step— and  I  should  appielien  I  that 
every  Sudbury  man,  even  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  1,  upon 'his  own  hypothesis,  would  say  it  isa 
step  in  the  right  direction-  1  admit  that  there  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  not  committing  us  to  a 
scheme  in  which  we  do  not  believe.  So  far  as  the 
legal  question  is  concerned,  I  am  forced  to  say  it 
is  not  free  from  doubt.  I  very  much  doubt  if  we 
take  this  river  under  the  Sudbury  act,  whether 
the  mill  owners  with  vested  rights  cannet 
say,  "it  is  your  property,  we  do  not  want 
it  back  again,  we  do  not  care  to  buy  it,  we  prefer 
to  have  our  money  now."  They  might,  take  that 
position,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  legal  question 
if  we  could  cede  back  our  rights,  provided 
we  wanted  to  recede  from  our  action.  But 
I  think  it  is  apparent  that  they  do  not  want 
to  seil  their  river  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  were 
not  disposed  to  make  money  out  of  the  city,  for 
th"ir  suits  brought  heretofore  against  the  water 
Board  I  am  credibly  informed  were  never  entered. 
Those  suits  were  brought  to  show  that  the  city  of 
Boston  cannot  trifle  with  their  rights.  If  they 
desired  to  sell  it,  would  they  make  sucfe 
an  oiler  as  they  have?  If  there  ever  was 
a  time  when  they  could  drive  a  sharp  bargain 
with  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was  then  and 
now.  But  they  said,  if  the  city  of  Boston  needs 
this  water  she  shall  have  it.  Theie  is  the  case  of 
(iovcrnor  Talbot,  who  cannot  spare  the  water 
from  his  mill,  but  in  an  emergency  like  this,  he 
says  the  city  of  Boston  shall  have  it  if  it  needs 
it.  Now,  suppose  at  the  expiration  of  six  months 
the  (  itv  Government  should  decide  that  the  Sud- 
burj  scheme  is  not  the  one  the  city  wishes  to 
carry  out;  it  seems  to  me  that  in  all  probability 
if  could  be  abandoned,  as  it  was  before.  I  admit 
that  the  legal  pha-e  is  nit- exactly  the  same;  but 
I  think  Ihe  conduit  of  th"  mill  owners  shows  that 
they  did  not  want  to  sell  it  to  the  city  of  Boston; 
if  the  city  took  it  without  great  loss  to  herself, 
the  could  then  leave  it,  without  the  great  cost  of 
conduit  an  1  works;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
same  spirit  as  shown  heretofore,  would  induce 
the    mill  owners  to  say  to   the   city   of  Boston, 


< We  ask  no  compensation  foi  damage 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward 
present    an  order  for 
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Sudbury  water;  I  was  rather  persuaded  not  to  do 
it,  because  of  the  ground  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  it  has  taken,  and  1  certainly  sympa- 
thize with  him  in  his  feelings.  This  Council  can- 
not but  feel  indebted  to  him  for  the,  care  he  hafe 
taken  in  making  the  examination  he  has  made 
upon  this  important  subject,  and  giving  his  views 
upon  it.  I  am  sure  most  of  us  sympathize  with 
him,  and  regret  that  Ihere  is  the  neces- 
sity for  making  this  choice  under  these 
circumstances.  Now,  when  the  gentleman 
makes  the  proportion  and  says  what  he  pro- 
poses to  do,  the  chairman  of  the  Water 
Committee,  instead  of  meeting  him  half  way,  in- 
»tead  of  saying  that  is  acceptable,  immediately 
throws  down  the  gauntlet  and  says,  Conduit  or 
nothing!  The  conduit  is  the  thing!  He 
is  going  to  fight  it  out  on  that  line,  so  that 
every  possible  offer  that  may  be  made,  in  what- 
ever good  faith  and  candor,  has  to  be  met  by 
the  Water  Board  and  those  who  represent 
it.  And  why  are  we  brought  here  to  this 
pass?  Although  I  have  seen  in  one  of  the 
papers  a  statement  that  the  Mystic  water  could 
not.  have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
us  from  the  position,  I  undertake  to  say  that  the 
statement  thus  made  is  not  true  ;  and  I  undertake 
to  say  from  the  inquiries  made  from  the  Water 
Board  myself,  and  it  was  long  ago  in  debate 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council,  that 
by  the  proper  use  of  the  Mystic  water  when  it  was 
running  to  waste,  Lake  Coehituate  might  have 
been  permitted  to  till, and  chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
might  have  been  permitted  to  fill,  and  we  should 
have  had  an  abundance  in  those  great  reservoirs. 
Many  of  us  went  and  saw  the  water  running  to 
waste— twenty,  thirty  or  forty  million  gallons  a 
day,  over  the 'Mystic  dam;  and  it  continued  to 
wa'ste  for  a  long  period  of  time.  By  a  proper  use  of 
this  Mystic  water,  much  of  it  could  have  been 
conveniently  sent  .  into  the  city,  instead  of 
drawing  it  all  from  Chestnut'  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  the  lake  and  the  reservoir  might 
have  been  permitted  to  fill.  Now,  that 
was  one  thing.  Then  there  came  another 
thing  in  which  the"  Board  was  derelict. 
There  came  a  generous  proposition  from 
General  Butler  ;  and  it  came  withthe  concurrence, 
as  it  appears,  of  all  that  are  to  be  considerably 
affected  by  the  taking  of  this  water.  For  in- 
stance, after  this  controversy  had  arisen,  the 
(.'base  Mills  and  Essex  Mills  gave  ample  consent 
that  the  water  shall  be  taken  ;  then  there  are  the 
Saxonville  Mills;  the  Messrs.  Tall. ot  at  Billetica  ; 
then  the  Wamesit  Mills,  of  whicvi  General  But- 
ler is  the  principal  owner,  and  are  the  first  to  he 
affected  if  this  supply  is  cut  off;  then  came  the 
Middlesex  Mills.  1  called  upon  Mr.  Simpson  and 
he  «e'nds  this: 

BOSTON,  Dec.  16,  18T4. 

To  the  Cit-y  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— With 
regard  to  the  offer  by  General  Butler  of  the  Sud- 
bury River  water,  the  Saxonville  Mills  assent 
thereto. 

But  this  assent  must  be  limited  to  a  period  of 
two  months,  unless  the  time  is  extended,  as  in- 
definite assent  cannot  be  given.  Withthe  reser- 
vation also  of  water  to  run  the  engine  and  wash 
waul  and  cloths,  etc. 

While  the  city  take  the  water  the  mill  can  be 
tun  by  steam.  M.  H.  Simpson, 

President  Saxonville  Mills. 

He  says  simply,  if  yoji  want  any  longer  time  all 
you  have  got,  to 'do  is  to  apply  to  me  for  it.  f  have 
also  the  assent  ol  the  Middlesex  Mills  in  a  note  ad- 
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Yo 


Boston,  Dec.  23,  1874. 
Esq.:  My  Dear  Sir— The  Mid- 
ill  of  course  confirm  any  :»gree- 
neral  Butler  as  its  counsel.  Will 
tble  to  you  to  have  me  a  copy 
lication  to  the  Mayor? 


very  truly 


R.  S. 


Now,  (hen,  we  have  the  consent,  really,  of  all 
that  would  be  materially  affected,  and  so  far  as 
the  taking  of  the  water'is  concerned,  if  the  Water 
Board  wanted  it,  instead,  Mr.  Piesident,  of  send- 
ing about  a  very  long  document  to  these  people  to 
sign;  I  say  if  the  Water  Board  had  a  real 
desiie  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  if  they  bad 
desired  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
temporary  supply  from  suidbury  River,  it  certain- 
ly could  have  been  done,  and  if  there  were  any 
small  expenses  they  could  have  been  taken  care 
of.  One  of  my  objections  to  offering  an  order  for 
a  temporary  supply  is  that  they  would  not  obey  it; 
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they  would  not  mind  it  at  all.  So  youhave  aboard 
which  went  to  Sudbury  River  and  put  up  a  dam 
without  any  authority  and  against  the  expostula- 
tions of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  ran  through  men's 
land  to  build  this  wooden  conduit  to  get  the  water 
into  Farm  Pond  and  thence  down  ro  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate.and  that  withoutthe  slightest  pretence  ot  right; 
yet  when  the  offer  is  made  by  which  they  can  get 
\t  substantially  without  opposition,  they  stand 
back  and  say  we  have  got  to  have  every 
possibility  of  a  test  taken  away  from  them. 
Now,  suppose  a  bill  in  equity  was  brought, 
and  an  injunction  obtained,  you  are  no 
worse  off  than  now.  But  the  trouble  is, 
will  it  be  safe  to  trust  this  Water  Board? 
They  are  like  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  bobs  up  and  sa.vs  conduit  or  nothing;  it  is 
giving  up  the  whole  thing  if  we  don't  get  the 
eonduit,  you  sha'  n't  nave  water.  There- 
fore I  undertake  to  say  that,  as  for  the 
dilemma  we  are  in,  it  is  the  result  of  the  male- 
administration  of  the  Water  Board.  Now  I  have 
asked  one  of  the  members  of  the  Water  Board 
why  it  was  that  they  did  n't  fill  in  from  the  Mys- 
tic Lake.  The  answer  was  that  the  accounts 
wanld  n't  stand  well ;  they  would  have  to  pay  the 
Mystic  Water  Board.  The  reply  was  that 
would  not  make  any  difference ;  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  must  pay  it  tnto  the  city  treas- 
ury, and  therefore  it  costs  the  «lty  noth- 
ing. Therefore,  even  if  you  aie  not  go- 
ing to  make  any  expense  to  the  city  treas- 
ury, you  will  not  do  it,  because  it  wont  look 
well  in  the  accounts.  "Well,"  said  he,  "we 
•onld  n't  have  anticipated  this."  "Why,  it  is  your 
business  to  anticipate  this."  All  our  discussions 
are  to  prepare  for  r  dry  time  ;  these  reports  a>  e  to 
show  us  how  to  secure  water  enough  to  Eup- 
ply  the  city  in  a  drv  feme;  yon  are  put 
there  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 
.And  then  when  I  suggested,  instead  of  sending  a 
■nsssage  round,  why  did  n't  jou  deal  with  General 
Butler  himself  ?  the  answer  I  got  was  that  they 
were  not  Butler  men.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
not  a  Butler  man,  nor  an  anti-Butler  man ;  but 
have  the  honor  of  having  known  that  gentleman, 
and  practised  law  in  the  same  county  with  him 
for  very  many  years,  and  of  all  men  I  ever 
knew,  when  he  pledged  himself,  he  was 
to  ee  relied  upon;  and  it  was  to  his  credit,  as  well 
as  other  eminent  men,  who,  at  that  time,  were 
practising  the  piofession  of  law  in  that  county, 
that  every  one,  the  whole  bar,  were  tiue  to 
their  word,  and  General  Butler  was  one  of  the 
principal  men  who  helped  to  bring  about  that 
state  of  things.  Sharp,  and  keen,  and  clo  e,  when 
the  fight  came,  yet  in  the  midst  of  the  fight  he 
would  stick  to  the  word  he  had  given  out  of  it; 
and  I  remember  that  when  I  first  came  to  Boston, 
I  was  constantly  getting  into  scrapes  because  I 
relied  on  the  word  of  others ;  they  were  constant- 
ly gemg  back  on  me,  and  I  was  in  a  peck  of  trouble 
pretty  much  all  the  time.  We  have  a  better, 
state  of  things  now  here.  I  say  this,  although 
lam  not  a  Butler  man,  but  I  know  hira  and  f 
•annot  help  speaking  kindly  of  him  today.  I 
have  received  many  kindnesses  at  his  hands.  I  am 
sorry,  so  far  as  this  Council  or  Water  Board  is 
eoneerned,  that  they  have  not  dealt  with  him 
more  in  the  same  way  that  he  would  had  he  been 
in  their  place.  They  take  water  from  Sudbury 
River  and  compel  him  to  put  steam  into  the  mill, 
and  he  goes  to  a  suit.  But  the  very  moment  a 
friend  suggests  to  let  the  city  take  tliis  water,  he 
brashes  around  and  offers  to  let  us  take  it. 
If  a  reconsideration  takes  place,  then  un- 
doubtedly the  gentleman's  method  of  getting  at 
It  is  a  good  one.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
Council  must  not  pass  upon  this  in  the 
illusion  that  if  you  actually  take  it  under 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  you  can  ever  put 
it  back  again  and  be  free  from  damages. 
The  very  moment  you  take  the  waters  of 
the  Sudbury  they  are  yours,  and  that  was  the 
great  distinction  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  with  his  business  ideas  and  his  banking  educa- 
tion. Of  his  own  account  he  starts  off  with  what 
others  at  least  to  some  extent  have  put  into  prac- 
tice. You  take  it,  and  you  take  it  all, and  the  water 
is  yours ;  if  it  runs  down  to  these  mills  one  or  two 
years,  it  is  still  the  city's  water,  and   you    have 

f;otto  pay  for  the  whole  of  it,  notwithstand- 
ng  you  do  permit  it  to  run.  After  you 
rote  to  lay  out  a  street,  the  moment  the  vote 
Is  passed,  although  the  city  did  not  enter 
tpon  it  im  medial  el  \ ,  the  owners' title  is  gone, 
'      :cept  by  agreement, 

Now  then,  Mr.  Pre- idem 


let  us  look  at  the  emergency.  As  has  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  win  sits  in  front  of  me 
[Mr.  Denny],  with  the  improvements  now  author- 
ized in  the  Mystic  basin,  you  get  somewhere  about 
33,900,(100  gallons  a  day  in  a  dry  time; 
you  have  authorized  the  building  of  reser- 
voirs which  would  complete  that  scheme, 
at  a  cost  of  about  ->i  ,300,000,  and  you  have 
got  water  enough,  7,. r>oo,noo  gallons  a  day  more  than 
we  used  last  year;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  that, 
against  our  wishes,  under  this  pressure  brought 
upon  us  by  the  malfeasance  of  our  servants, 
we  are  to  pass  upon  this  question— I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  was  not  on  purpose,  but  on  account  of 
this  pride  about  the  accounts- — dill,  while  we  are  in 
a  position  with  ample  water  facilities,  we  are  to  go 
into  this  against  our  convictions  and  will,  and 
that  by  the  .stubbornness  of  the  Water  Board,  who 
wouldn't  take  the  water  until  everybody's  consent 
had  been  gained,  and  when  they  have  everybody's 
consent  they  won't  take  any.  Now  this  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  do  away 
with  a  great  deal  of  the  expense  of  the  Sudbury 
scheme;  but  it  does  not  do  away  with  the  bad. 
quality  of  the  water,  to  which  your  attention  was 
■ailed  at  the  last  meeting.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  referred  to  page  42  of  the  medical  report, 
where  it  says— 

"In  order  to  purify  the  Sudbury  for  drinking 
purposes,  not  only  should  the  several  specific  nui- 
sances be  wholly  abated,  but  whole  towns  must, 
sooner  or  later,  come  under  radical  treatment. 
The  same  is  of  course  true  of  the  other  streams  in 
question.  As  to  the  possibility  of  diversion,  this 
is  still  to  be  decided  for  the  several  towns  by 
more  accurate  inspections  and  surveys  than  have 
yet  been  made." 

And  then  it  goes  on  with  suggestions  as  to 
drawing  it  f torn  several  towns.  Now  I  don't  un- 
derstand that  this  refers  to  the  drainage  of  partic- 
ular instances  of  sewage;  but  it  is  because  the 
towns  are  so  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Sudbury 
that  the  water  in  one  way  and  another  percolates 
through  the  soil,  and  in  one  instance  you  find  the 
same  state  of  things  that  caused  the  hotel  at  Mt. 
Desert  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  this  is  the  kind  of 
water  we  are  asked  tc  take.  I  thought  that,  as  we 
had  the  Mystic, we  had  better  improve  it,  just  exact- 
ly as  we  shall  have  to  drain  the  Sudbury  when  i 


get  it;  and  I  have  thought  that,  with  the  Shaw- 
sheen  close  by,  we  could  get  any  amount  of 
water,  alth  iugh  I  am  still  not  so  sure  that  tne 


ponds  of  Middleborough  might  not  be  a  better 
place  to  go  to.  Now,  the  question  is  whether  we 
cannot  get  out  of  it  without  passing  this  exact 
project;  for  on  the  whole  I  am  not  willing  to 
go  for  that.  1  would  go  for  anything  to  give  us  a 
temporaiy  supply,  but  I  do  think  the  better  way 
would  be  to  hold  on,  and  put  this  Water  Board  in 
a  position  so  that  they  should  have  the  responsi- 
bility of  taking  the  necessary  supply.  If  any 
should  yield,  it  is  they. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  i— 1  am  always  delighted  to 
hear  my  friend  from  Ward  12,  but  I  am  sorry  he 
had  to  inflict  the  Council  with  so  long  a  speech 
for  my  benefit.  If  he  understood  me  to  say,  con  - 
duit  or  nothing,  or  that  I  had  got  my  back  up,  I 
wish  to  correct  him.  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  I  will  go  as  far  as  anybody  else. 
We  have  been  upon  the  committee  two  years,  and 
have  reported  a  pi ojeet,  and  we  don't  propose  to 
go  back  upon  it,  or  take  action  looking  that  way 
in  the  least.  If  the  project  of  General  Butler  had 
been  adopted.  I  should  have  been  very  much 
pleased.  I  voted  for  it,  but  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  mill  ownets  refused  to  sign  the  offer.  I 
am  satisfied  he  made  it  in  good  faith,  and  I  am 
sorry  we  did  not  take  it.  I  am  for  anything  that 
will  give  a  supply  of  water  to  the  city'of  Boston; 
butt  am  not  going  to  take  any  action  to  tie  my 
ban  Is  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—  I  would  like  to  say,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  being 
here  and  not  being  held  responsible  for  any  acts 
he  may  do  to  further  the  wish  of  the  Council,  it  is 
all  very  well  to  tell  what  he  would  do  and  what  he 
would  not  do,  and  that  Ben  Butler  is  a  man  of  his 
word.  The  City  Council  voted  for  the  Water 
Board  to  take  the  water  of  Sudbury  River  and 
appropriated  $10,000,  and  as  soon  as  Ben  saw  a 
chance  he  attached  the  property  of  the  members 
of  the  Water  Board,  who  were  acting  in  good 
faith.  To  say  that  the  Water  Board  wont  do,  or 
don't  want  to  do  anything  —  I  would  state 
that  as  an  individual,  I  am  not  going  to 
put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  to  furnish 
water    for    the    gentleman     from    Ward    12.       I 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


am    willing    to   bear    my     noition    of    the     ex- 
pense, but  when   the  votes  come  in  such  a  way 


say  you  ought  to  go  ahead  and  don't  go  ahead, 
and  this  thing  and  that— it  is  all  very  well  to  get 
up  here  and  make  such  statements  as  that.  The 
gentleman  can  talk  better  on  the  opposite  side  of 
a  question  than  1  can.  It  is  somewhat  singular 
that  the  communication  should  be  received  from 
the  mill  owners  at  just  such  a  time.    As  the  old 


cut  Water  Hoard  thought  they  would  proceed 
right  this  time  ;  they  gut  an  agent  to  go  and  see 
the  mill  owners  and  they  reported  to  this 
board  the  success  they  met  with.  So  far  as 
the  Water  Hoard  want  to  press  this  matter  of  Sud- 
bury River  with  or  without  a  conduit,  they  want 
to  furnish  water  for  the  business  interest  of  the 
city  and  for  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 
There  is  great  stress  laid  on  sewage  and  the  pollu- 
tions that  are  to  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  river; 
if  gentlemen  will  read  they  would  see  that  that 
is  the  case  with  every  river  or  pond  they  might 
vote  to  take. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  hope  that  at  this  late 
hour  we  shall  not  indulge  in  any  crimination  or 
recrimination  in  t His,  matter,  nor  be  influenced  by 
considerations  of  what  anybody  has  done  or  left 
undone.  The  great  question  is  of  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  we  ought  to  approach 
that  question  leaving  the  past  behind  us.  and 
considering  only  what  is  best  to  be  done  m  the 
present  emergency.  The  question  of  the  advisa- 
bility of  different  some  s  is  one  upon  which  hon- 
est and  intelligent  men  may  well  'lifter.  I  felt 
great  difficulty  myself  m  deciding  the  question; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  at  the  present  time 
the  state  of  the  case  is  this.  It  appears  by 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  that  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Council  were  not  ready  then  'and 
I*  believe  they  are  not  ready  now  to  ac- 
cept the  scheme  in  its  completeness  by  voting 
to  take  Sudbury  River  and  build  the  conduit  from 
Farm  Pond.  Some  think  that  the  water  of  that 
river  can  be  brought  in  more  cheaply.  I  do  be- 
lieve, however,  that  a  majority  of  those  here 
present  are  now  prepared,  taking  all  things 
into  account,  to  vote  to  take  the  Sudbury 
and  leave  the  question  of  how  it  shall  be  brought 
into  the  city  to  be  decided  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment next  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we 
do  this  we  shall  make  a  great  gain;  we  shall  sup- 
ply the  immediate  pressing  wants  of  the  city, 
and  the  great  question  of  the  place  from  which  we 
arc  to  take  the  supply,  complicated  as  it 
is  with  the  report  of  the  physicians,  the 
question  of  mill  damages  and  other  matters 
will  be  removed  substantially  from  the  future, 
and  the  question  next  year  to  be  determined 
will  be  simply  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  water 
shall  be  brought  to  the  city.  I  hope  that  no  feel- 
ing of  pride  on  the  part  of  any  one  will  prevent 
him  from  coming  squarely  up  and  voting  for  what 
we  can  get  tonight.  Let  iis  vote  for  the  Sudbury, 
although  we  cannot  carry  the  aqueduct  tonight. 
That  matter  I  am  willing  to  allow  to  remain  open 
for  the  next  Council  to  determine. 

Mr.  Warren  of  Ward  12—1  always  advocated  the 
taking  of  water  through  Lake  Coehituate  if  we 
should  take  Sudbury  River,  and  this  proposed 
amendment  does  away  with  one  of  the  most 
objectionable  parts  of  the  scheme.  I  would  like 
to  add  the  further  plan  of  carrying  it  over  the  old 
route,  as  that,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only  sate  and 
cheap  way,  and  the  only  sure  way  by  wlr'ch  the 
waters  of  Sudbury  River  and  Farm  Pond  can  be 
purified.  I  therefore  shall  be  willing  to  vote  for 
the  amendment,  if  it  is  presented.  But  I  doubt 
that  means  a  temporary  supply.  1  think  it  means 
a  permanent  one.  I  shall  favor  Sudbury,  so  far 
as  turning  it  into  Lake  Coehituate  is  concerned'. 

fin  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  previ 
ous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  re- 
consider prevailed. 

Mr.  Peabody  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

Provided,  however,  that  until  the  further  order- 
ing of  the  I'ity  Conned  no  land  shall  be  taken  for 
the  constructing  of  the  line  of  conduit  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  no  money 
beyond  the  present  appropriation  shall  be  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  Daeey  of  Ward  20  — Will  the  amount   of  the 


understand    there 


will  be  no  expense  in  turning  the  water  into  Lake 
Coehituate. 

Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — I  am  surprised  to  hear  the 
gentleman  make  that  remark.  It  will  take  at 
least  ten  days  to  clean  out  the  ditch.  I  have  that 
from  the  engineer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21,  the  yeas  and 
nays  weie  ordered  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
adopted— yeas  58,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Beal,  Bearce, 
Boaidinan.  Brackett,  Brown,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Caton,  Cawlcy,  Collins,  Crocker.  Cudworth,  Cush- 
man,  Dacey,  Day,  Dean,  Denny,  Flatley,  Fuller, 
Goldthwfit,  Harrington,  Hicks.  Ilunnewell,  Kent, 
Kimball.  Leach,  Loi  ing,  McCai  ty,  Yloley,  Mooney, 
Morse,  Noyes,  Pag?,  Peabody,  Pease",  Perkins, 
Pow?rs,Pray,  Putnam,  Russell,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Spiague,  Sweat,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Walbridgo. 
Warren,  West,  Weston.  Winston,  L.P.Wilbur, 
N.  S.  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods.  Woodward— 68. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bleiler,  Crowley,  Davis, 
Gordon,  Jennings — 6. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Denny  of  Ward 
9,  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  sent  up. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  BUTLER. 

Mr.  Dean  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  ihe  thinks  of  the  City  Council 
are  heteby  tendered  to  General  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler for  the  generous  oiler  of  a  temporary  supply 
of  water  contained  in  his  communication  of  No- 
vember last. 

Read  twice  anil  passed  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  sent  up. 

DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  .Messenger  cause    to  be 
bound  a  number  of  the  City  Documents    and  pro- 
ceedings of   the    City  Council   for   the   year  1874  . 
sufficient  to    furnish    each    member   of  the  City 
Council  and  the  heads  of    the    principal    depart- 
ments of   the    City    Government  with  a   copy  of 
each  volume;    the  expense  thereof  to   be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 
Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following- 
Ordered,  'I'hat  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to   the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  the  sum  of  .¥500,  for 
extra  services  during  the  past  year  in  preparing 
for  publication  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Common  Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

REFERENCE  TO  NEXT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That   all    matters    of    an   unfinished 
nature  in  the  hands  of  the  several  joint  commit- 
tees be  referred  to  the  next.  City  Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  up. 

THANKS     TO     THE     PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Council  are 
hereby  tendered  to  President  Kdvvard  (1.  Shepard 
as  a  recognition  on  their  part  of  the  impartiality 
amiability  with  which  he  has  presided  over  its 
deliberations  during  the  past  year,  and  as  a 
respectful  tribute  of  their  good  wishes  for  his 
future  health  anil  happiness. 

Mr.  Kent  of  Ward  21  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Putnam  of  Ward  15— If  1  may  judge  .if  the 
feelings  of  my  associates  in  the  Council  by  my 
own,  I  am  very  sure  that  the  passage  of  this  re- 
solve is  by  no  means  a  mere  formal  vote  of  thanks. 
I  for  one  feel  a  deep  and  hearty  gratitude  towards 
our  President,  who  has  presided  this  year  with 
such  distinguished  promptness  and  courtesy  in 
conducting  the  business  of  this  board.  He 
has  been  honored,  as  very  tew  Presidents  have 
been  honored,  with  a  reelection  for  two  succesive 
years.  I  had  not  the  honor  of  being  here  myself 
his  first  year,  but  I  am  sure  that  if  he  was  as 
good  then  as  he  is  now  he  deserved  it,  and  he  has 
most  markedly  justified  our  choice.  I  can  only 
ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  his  rem iniscences,  in  look- 
ing back  upon  thisycar,  will  be  as  pleasant  as  ours. 
I  need  not  speak  of  his  ability  and  promptness,  for 
everybody  is  loud  in  their  praise.  But  there  is  an 
event  that  was  noticed  in  the  middle  ot  the  year, 
which  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to,  and  that 
was  a  domestic  event  in  our  President's  life, 
which  I  tiust  has  brightened  his  path,  if  our  con- 
duct here  has  not.  I  am  sure  he  has  the  warmest 
good  wishes  and  the  cmdial  congratulations  of  the 
Council  for  his  happiness,  and  that  his  career  in 
public  life,  if  he  continues  in  that  field— as  I  hope 
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be  may,  if  not  immediately,  at  some  future  period 
— may  be  as'creditable  ami  distinguished  as  it.  has 
been  in  this  Council,  and  that  the  cause  of  the 
city  or  the  State  shall  not  be  a  long  time  deprived 
of  his  presence  and  assistance. 

Mr.  Boardman  of  Ward  14—1  must  cordially  in- 
dorse the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15.  If  it  be  the  usual  and  customary 
one  in  substance  offered  upon  occasions  like  these, 
then  1  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Councils 
of  the  vears  that  are  gone  have  been  foitunate  if 
thev  could  offer  it  with  equal  t.uth.  The  fidelity 
in  the  discharge  of  the  varied  duties  incumbent 
upon  him  shown  by  our  President  has  not  been 
less  conspicuous  than  his  intelligent  intei  preta- 
tion  of  those  duties.  The  dignity  with  which  he 
has  ever  presided  in  no  small  degree  has  contribut- 
ed to  decorum  of  debate  here— a  decorum  which  in 
my  judgment  bus  been  sustained  to  an  extent  that 
is  unusual  in  deliberative  assemblies  meeting  as 
frequently  and  familiarly  as  this  Council.  More 
especially  has  this  fact  been  significant  when  the 
debate  lias  been  sharp  and  passion  momentarily 
triumphed  over  judgment..  In  all  such  emergen- 
cies, which  I  am  happy  to  say  have  been  rare,  it. 
can  fairly  be  said  our  President  in  firmness  ami 
decision  '  has  been  equal  to  the  occasion.  And  I 
believe  him  worthy  of  congratulation  for  the  en- 
tire impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over 
our  discussions  here.  So  that  however  partisan 
his  own  .  opinion  might  be  on  any  question,  free- 
dom of  debate  has  ever  been  conceded  its  just 
latitude.  And  it  is  not  sentimentality  to  say  that 
as  our  relations  are  now  on  the  point  of  being- 
severed,  it  is  with  regret  to  us  all  that  the 
hour  of  separation  h»sconie.  Whatever  differ- 
ences of  opinion  there  may  have  existed  between 
us  in  the  past  are  forgotten  but  the  genial  associ- 
eiation.  the  records  of  our  mutual  labors  have 
passed  into  history,  and  shall  be  remembered  as 
long  as  fie  human  mind  delights  to  dwell  upon 
pleasant  memories.  I  am  continent  that  I  express 
our  united  sentiment  in  ardenlly  desiring  that  the 
life  of  our  President  in  all  its  future  shall  be  both 
successful  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Dean  of  \V  ard  VI — It  is  impossible  to  add 
anything;  to  tin  remarks  alieady  made,  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  n't  necessary  to  make  any  remarks 
whatever  to  assure  our*  President  of 'the  regard 
and  affection  of  us  all.  I  wish,  however,  to  say 
that  during  this  year  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  a 
slight  honor  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of 
this  body.  If  the  members  of  the  next  Council 
devoie  themselves  to  their  duties  with  the  same 
fidelity  that  the  members  of  this  have  done 
these 'past  two  years,  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
not  have  occasion  to  find  fault  with  their  endeav- 
ors to  faithfully  discharge  their  duties.  I  have 
esteemed  it  a  great  honor  to  belong  to  this  body. 
I  look  upon  the  Common  Council  of  Boston,  elect- 
ed as  it  is  from  the  various  sections  of  a  great  and 
growing  city,  and  called  upon  to  pass  upon  the 
more  important  matters  that  affect  its  interest;  I 
look  upon  this  body  as  one  to  which  any  gentleman 
mtlie  community  may  aspire  to  belong,  and  to 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  any  gentleman  who  has  the 
interest  of  the  city  at  heart  ought  to  be  willing, 
once  in  a  while,  to  devote  a  year's  service.  It  can 
be  done  without  interfering  materially  with  the 
business  of  most  gentlemen.  1  have  remained  as 
long  as  I  felt  that  I  could.  I  should  have  been 
very  glad  to  have  been  returned,  but  I  found  that 
it  was  rather  too  much  inteifering  with  my  own 
private  interests;  and  the  fact  that  I  stayed' away 
is  not  because  I  have  not  found  delight  in  the  as- 
sociations and  intercourse  with  my  feliow  mem- 
beis.  I  have  besn  a  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
but  so  far  as  the  discharge  of  their  duties  they 
have  been  done  quite  as  well  during  the  past  year 
in  this  as  that  body,  and  the  intercourse  is  just  as 
pleasant.  I  will  agree  that  in  the  general 
estimation  the  duties  here  are  not  as  high  as 
there.  This  is  a  mistake,  and  I  think  that  the  cit- 
izens of  Boston  will  properly  estimate  them  if 
the  position  will  be  esteemed  as  honorable  as  any 
in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  l(i — It  would  seem  almost 
a  work  of  supererogation  for  me  to  under- 
take to  add  anything  to  what  has  already 
been  well  and  eloquently  said  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded  me;  but  I 
cannot  let  this  moment  pass  without  adding 
my  humble  tribute  to  the  volume  of  confidence 
and  respect  and  affection  which  I  have  no  doubt 
is  welling  up  from  the  heart  of  evary  member  of 
this  Council.     Our  President  is  young  in  years, 


his  fellow-citizens— as  I  hope  they  will— call  him, 
he  observes  the  same  dignity,  courtesy  and  fair- 
ness that  have  marked  his  career  in  this  body,  the 
community  which  owns  him  and  accepts  his  ser- 
vices will  be  rich  indeed.  I  second  the  passage  of 
the  resolve. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— A  year  ago  it  was  my 
privilege  to  say  a  word  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  thanks,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  I 
am  happy  again  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  ca- 
pacity, a'nd  courtesy,  and  fairness  with  which  ^he 
administration  of  the  duties  of  the  Chair  have 
been  characterized  during  the  year  now  drawing 
to  a  close.  How  well'  he'  has  met  the  require- 
ments of  the  position,  and  how  skilfully  he  has 
guided  our  proceedings,  and  fairly  and  impar- 
tially he  has  treated  every  member,  no  words 
from  .  me  are  needed  to  say.  It  can  be 
said  now,  as  it  was  a  year'  ago,  that  no 
decision  of  the  Chair  has  ever"  been  ap- 
pealed from  with  success,  and  although 
some  members  may  sometimes  have  thought 
that  the  ruling  mignt  have  been  different,  yet  I 
think  that  if  any  one  of  them  had  been  in  the 
chair  he  could  not  have  safely  and  successfully 
departed  from  it,  for  things  often  appear  differ- 
ent to  a  person  inside  of  a  position  from  what  they 
do  to  those  outside,  and  lmmediatt  ly  one  becomes 
an  actor,  difficulties  are  presented  "to  view  which 
as  a  mere  spectator  he  never  would  see.  .As I  look 
back  upon  the  Council  of  1874,  and  remember  the 
many  important  matter.--  which  have  come  before 
us  for  our  deliberation,  and,  with  the  diversity  of 
sentiment,  consider  the  harmony  which  'has 
marked  our  deliberations,  the  general  freedom 
without  rancor  and  unfairness  that  has  pre- 
vailed, I  feel  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  the 
careful  discretion  and  grace  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  administered  the  high  trust  committed 
to  his  bands;  and  as  he  leaves  the  chair  for  the 
last  time,  I  know  he  will  bear  with  him  the  friend- 
ship and  cordial  good  wishes  of  every  gentleman 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


from  Ward  12.  We  have  sat  opposite  to  each 
other,  drawing  inspiration  and  logic  from  each 
other.  I  agree  with  him  upon  all  the  greet  ques- 
tions of  law  a."d  logic,  except  the  water  question. 
When  1  look.  sir.  at  yoin  pleasing  face,  it  reminds 
me  of  our  former  City  (Government  over  the 
bridge.  We  did  things  a  little  differently  there. 
Over  there  the  Chairman  did  all  the  business  and 
the  members  made  all  the  points  of  law  and  logic. 
Here  I  find  that  every  gentleman  does  his 
own  talking,  and  the  Chair  states  the 
points  according  to  "Cushing's  Manual."  Per- 
haps when  I  first  came  here  I  was  dis- 
posed io  expand  myself;  but  just  as  I  have  got 
my  voice  toned  to  this  beautiful  temple  I  am  left 
at  home.  I  got  only  twenty-seven  votes,  and 
shall  have  to  retire  to  private  life.  I  regret  to  lose 
the  pleasing  countenance  of  the  President,  and  I 
hope  he  will  enjoy  himself  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life;  and  f  hope  that  in  the  natural  increase 
of  life  our  sons  may  sit  here  before  his  sou  as  the 
President  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  a  rising 
vote  was  taken  on  the  resolutions,  and  thev  were 
adopted  unanimously. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  RESPONSE. 

The  President  resumed  the  -jhair  and  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— Your  words 
of  commendation  and  confidence  and  friendship  in 
this  last  hour  of  our  'elation  together  as  members 
and  President  sink  deei.lv  into  niv  heart.  I  thank 
you  most  sinceicly  for  tl.'em.  Without  an  excep- 
tion worthy  of  any  notice,  or  fit  to  mention  at  all, 
every  member  of  this  Council,  during  the  entire 
year,  has  extended  to  me  such  courteous  treat- 
ment and  manifested  towards  me  so  much  confi- 
dence, that  I  owe  in  a  large  measure  to  them  what- 
ever degree  of  success  you  may  think  has  attended 
my  discharge  of  the  extremely  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible duties  of  this  office.  Whoever  occupies 
this  chair  cannot  fail  to  realize  how  powerless  he 
would  become  without  your  continued  forbear- 
ance and  support.  He  is  your  servant  and  not 
your  master.  His  patience  must  be  untiring  and 
his  impartiality  must  know  no  variance.  F  take 
pleasure  also  in  mentioning  the  valuable  assist- 
ance which  I  have  constantly  received  from  Mr. 
Gregg,  the  accomplished  Clerk  of  this  Council, 
whose  long  experience  and  graceful  efficiency  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  make  him  an  invalu- 
able aid.  Iliad  prepared  a  brief  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  body  during  the  year,  but    it 
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would  be  needless  to  repeat  it  or  for  you  to  listen 
to  it.  Your  fortunate  determination  'this  evening 
of  one  leading  question  which  has  been  before 
this  body,  makes  a  portion  of  my  intended  re- 
marks quite  inappropriate.  As  to  the  rest  you 
are  as  familiar  with  the  subjects  as  1  am, 
and  I  may  as  well  omit  any  review  of 
them  at  this  late  hour.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  your  discussions  upon  all  subjects,  espe- 
ciallv'upon  the  great  question  of  water,  have  been 
most  able,  and  have  evinced  an  honest  purpose  to 
furnish  the  city  with  the  best  and  most  economi- 
cal supply,  and  to  save  the  city  all  need- 
less expenditures,  f  believe  that,"  for  intelli- 
gent discussion  and  careful  regard  for  the 
subjects  that  have  come  before  you,  this 
Council  has  distinguished  itself  exceedingly. 
In  this  hour  of  running  back  over  the 
record  of  the  year,  we  cannot  fail  to  re- 
member one  of  our  number,  Hillman  B.  Barnes, 
whose  sudden  death  stiuck  sadness  to  all  our 
hearts.  "We  recall'  his  genial,  honest  face,  his 
manlv bearing,  his  cordial  and  hearty  greeting,  and 
piously  cast  another  parting  tear  upon  Ins  untime- 
ly giave.  I  desire  again  to  thank  you  for  all  your 
kindness  and  forbearance  with  me  during  the  en- 


tire year.  1  assure  you  that  as  in  after  years  I 
shall  gather  this  Council  together  and  look  down 
into  your  faces  in  my  memory,  it  will  be  a  con- 
stantly iecuri  ing  pleasure  to  me.  I  shall  see  no 
one  that  X  have  purposely  slighted  or  dealt  with 
in  anything  but  the  spirit  of  intentional  justice 
and  kindness.  And  as  we  separate  today  I  com- 
mend to  you  all  my  best  wishes  for  your  constant 
happiness  and  prosperity.  If  we  have  all  striven 
to  the  best  of  our  respective  abilities  to  discharge 
faithfully  and  unselfishly  the  various  duties  that 
have  fallen  to  us  here,  and  kept  sacredly  the  trusts 
committed  to  our  charge,  and  have  been  true  to 
the  oaths  we  took  upon  entering  this  chamber  at 
first;  if  as  public  servants  we  have  never  given 
service  to  conllicting  pi  ivate  interests,  either  our 
own  or  those  of  any  others;  if  we  have  devoted  to 
our  proud  city  a  year  of  honest  service  without 
compensation  or  hope  of  reward,  but  only  for  the 
public  good;  if  whatever  errors  we  have  commit- 
ted in  our  public  acts  are  those  of  judgment  only 
and  not  of  purpose— then  we  may  always  hereafter 
look  back  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  our 
connection  with  the  Common  Council  of  1874. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  "Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANlTABY    3V,    1875. 

Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  C'l nk,  Chairman,  presiding. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

■  •  On  petition  of  George  H.Ellis,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  No.  7  Treniont 
place,  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday,  Jan.  16,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

PETITION  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on_  Health  on  the  pari,  of  the 
Board.  William  Houseman,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
stable  for  one  horse  in  rear  of  22  Centre  street, 
Roxbury. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 


Report  and  nominations  of  Inspectors  of  Light- 
ers and  certificate  of  election  ot  Messrs.  Brooks 
and  Geyer;  an  ordinance  lclating  to  the  Law  De- 
partment; order  for  Committee  Oa  Finance  to 
provide  means  for  laying  out  Swett  street — sev- 
erally came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
Trie  Board  concurred. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  ,»"jiil«i  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Quarantine  to  be  used  for  placing  a 
new  condenser  in  steamer  Samuel  Little.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  ordinance 
in  relation  to  truants;  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  ot  <V.  A.  Gibson;  no  action 
necessary  on  request  for  new  rooms  for  kinder- 
garten school.    Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  paj  $500  additional  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council.    Passed. 

Order  to  provide  documents  for  members. 
Passed. 

Resolve  of  thanks  to  General  B.  F.  Butler  for 
offer  of  Sudbury  River.    Passed. 

Order  referring  all  business  before  joint  com- 
mittees to  next  City  Government.    Passed. 

Report  ami  order  (City  Doc.  177)  to  seize  the  wa- 
ter of  Sudbury  River,  and  amendment  to  orde>\ 
Passed. 

The  order  to  change  the  eonditions  on  land  pur- 
Chased  of  the  city  by  N.  S.  Wilbur  came  up 
amended  so  as  not  to  require  the  erection  of  a 
building  in  two  years.    The  Board  concurred. 


Alderman  Cutter  submitted  the  second  semi- 
annual report  of  the  Committee  on  Prisons  (City 
Doc.  137).    Placed  on  file. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  reports  and  orders' 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  William  Wilson  ct.  al.,  for  removal  of 
fence  on  West  Canton  street;  Jordan,  Marsh  & 
Co.  et  al.,  for  paving  of  Bennet  street  with  wood  ; 
Sar  ill  Contrey  ct  al.,  for  grade  damages:  John  J. 
Williams,  for  abatement  of  Cobb-street  sidewalk 
assessment;  Jane  Delaney  et  al.,  for  gi ad e  dam- 
ages ;  Sigmcnt  Anderson  and  wife,  for  grade  dam- 
ages.   Severally  accepted. 

Order  to  pay  IJi  becca  C.  Billings  .s;:j25  for  grade 
damages  on  Providence  street.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  to  lay  track  acioss 
Foundry  street,  as  they  have  not  obtained  legisla- 
tive authority.    Accepted. 

Report  on  order  to  ascertain  by  what  authority 
telegraph  poles  have  been  inserted  in  the  side- 
walks of  that  poition  of  Atlantic  avenue  formerly 
known  as  Broad  street.  A  permit  wau  granted 
Feb.  9, 1805,  to  the  Insulated  Lines'l'i  legraph  Com- 
pany, to  erect  poles  in  Broad  and  other  streets. 
This  company  was  subsequently  nidged  ill  the 
Franklin  Telegraph  Company,  and  seven  poles 
now  on  Atlantic  avenue,  formerly  I'.road  street, 
are  the  property  of  that  company,  '['he  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  have  erected  sixteen 
poles  in  said  Atlantic  avenue  without  obtaining 
authority  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Accept- 
ed. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Cutter  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  the  confirm- 


ation of  the  appointment  of  La vvrenee  M.  Masury 
as  a  member  of  the  Police  Department.  Report 
accepted  and  appointment  confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  a-  follows: 

Victuallers'  licenses  granted— Susannah  Bush, 
508  Washington  street;  Herbert  Gray,  685  Wash- 
ington street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SALE    OF  BAGGAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  superintend  the  sale  of  baggage  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Depot,  submitted  a  report 
that  said  sale  had  taken  place.    Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Alderman  Brooks  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture in  the  hands  of  the  several  committees  of 
this  Board  be  referred  to  the  next  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 
Passed. 


THANKS  TO  THE   MAYOR. 

Alderman  Emery  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen be  presented  to  his  honor  the  Mayor  for 
the  uniform  courtesy,  impartiality  and  dignity 
which  he  has  shown  in  presiding  over  it-  deliber- 
ations and  in  his  official  intercourse  with  the 
members ;  and  that  we  tender  him  our  oongi  a  fil- 
iations upon  the  successful  administration  of  the 
municipal  government  during  the  past  year. 

Alderman  Emery— I  offer  this  resolution  not  be- 
cause of  its  being  the  usual  custom,  but  because 
it  is  appropriate  and  the  statements  therein  true 
to  the  letter.'  My  first  acquaintance  with  his 
honoi  the  Mayor  was  formed  here,  and  I  can 
truly  say  that  that  acquaintance  has  been  most 
agreeable  to  me,  and  has  ripened,  I  trust,  into  a 
true  friendship  to  be  as  lasting  as  life.  Of  his 
official  acts  I  need  not  say  one  word.  Our  actions 
here  have  so  far  mot  his  appi  oval  as  not  to  call 
forth  from  him  the  veto  to  any  of  our  proceed- 
ings. And  I  must  congratulate  the  members  here 
who  have  been  reelected  for  another  term,  that 
they  are  to  have  the  same  firm  and  agreeable  gen- 
tleman to  preside  over  their  deliberations  from 
time  to  time  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Emery  tne  question 
was  taken  by  a  rising  vote  and  the  resolution  was 
passeil  unanimously. 

His  honor  Mayor'Cobb  took  the  chair  and  said: 

THE  MAYOR'S   ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen— The  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
resolution  you  have  just  passed  are  in  accord  with 
the  constant  courtesy  and  friendly  consideration 
that  I  have  received  at  vour  hards  durin  ■  the  time 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  associated  with  you. 

While  lam  fully  conscious  of  my  own  short- 
coinings,  I  cannot  oxorlook  the  kindness  that  has 
prompted  this  last  official  act  of  yours.  Accept, 
therefore,  mv  thanks  for  this  renewed  expression 
of  vour  good  will,  and  let,  me  assure  you  that  I 
shall  always  look  back  with  genuine  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  pleasant  intercourse  I  have 
had  with  you  dining  these  twelve  months  of 
official  labor.  Your  labors  have  been  con- 
tinuous and  ■■onerous;  but  they  hive  been  cheer- 
fully rendered,  and  1  am  glad  to  bear  this 
public  testimony  to  the  ability,  the  zeal  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  you  have  discharged  them. 
The  enlargement  of  the  city  by  annexation  and 
by  its  natural  growth  has  brought  a  correspond- 
ing increase  to  the  labors  of  all  who  are  connect- 
ed with  the  administration  of  its  concerns,  so  that 
it  has  become  almost  impossible  properly  to  man- 
age the  affairs  of  this  metropolis  under  the  exist- 
ing system.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  a 
new  charter  will  soon  be  adopted,  under  which 
I  am  confident  our  municipal  af.airs  will  be  more 
efficiently  and  more  economically  conducted  than 
can  be  done  under  the  present  system,  and  the 
labors  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council  will  be 
at  the  same  time  materially  lessened. 

The  record  of  our  year's  doinsrs  is  made  up;  and 
if  we  shall  retire  with  our  self-respect  preserved, 
and  with  a  consciousness  of  labors  performed  up- 
rightly and  according  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  as 
I  firmly  believe  we  shall  do,  we  need  not  be  anx- 
ious aliout  the  judgment  passed  upon  us  by  our 
constituents. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  occasion  to  uass 
without  expressing  mv  sense  of  the  gte;  I  obliga- 
tions I  am  under  to  the  City  Clerk,  the  Clerk  of 
Committees   and   to  the  several    heads  of  depart- 
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ments  for  the  valuable  aid  and  counsel  which 
they  have  in  the  kindliest  manner  accorded  to  me 
up  to  the  present  moment.  The  people  of  Boston 
are  fortunate  in  having  such  competent  agents  to 
carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  let  me  in- 
dulge the  nope  that  the  friendships  that  have 
been  formed  in  this  place  may  not  terminate 
with  our  official  separation,  but  rather  be  culti- 
vated and  ripened  in  the  days  that  are  before  us, 
and  be  continued  to  the  end ;  and  may  Heaven's 
choicest  blessings  rest  now  and  always  upon  each 
one  of  you. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

Alderman  Cutter  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are 
due  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  John  T. 
Clark,  Esq.,  for  his  constant  attendance  at  its 
meetings  and  for  the  deep  interest  he  has  mani- 
fested in  the  important  transactions  of  the  Board, 
and  also  for  the  patience  and  forbearance  in 
which,  as  Chairman,  he  has  guided  the  delibera- 
tions of  his  associates  during  the  past  year. 

Alderman  Cutter— I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  1 
can  add  anything  to  the  language  of  the  resolu  - 
tion  that  will  make  it  anymore  in  unison  with 
the  feelings  of  my  own  heart  or  the  hearts  of  my 
associates.  I  think  every  one  will  agree  with  tne 
in  the  indorsement  of  thatresolution.  Having  been 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  I  am  familiar  with  the 
duties  of  the  arduous  position.  None  except 
those  who  have  performed  those  duties  know  how 
arduous  they  are.  I  do  not  know  of  a  position  in 
any  legislative  body  in  this  country  which  equals 
the  duties  of  the  Chairman  of  this  Board 
of  Aldermen.  I  take  particular  pleasure, 
Mr.  Mayor,  in  having  the  opportunity 
to  render  my  testimony  —  which  has  been 
fully  confirmed  by  experience— to  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  our  Chairman.  Our  meetings '  have 
been  lengthy,  and  we  have  done  our  dutv.  No 
Board  of  Aldermen,  in  my  judgment,  has 
done  any  more  duty  towards  the  subjects 
presented  here  than  we  have.  We,  per- 
haps, may  have  been  called  the  debating 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Every  subject  has  been 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  we  have  expressed 
and  interchanged  our  ideas  with  one  another;  and 
while  people  who  are  perhaps  not  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  Board  may  think  we  discuss 
subjects  longer  and  more  than  is  necessary.  In 
my  j  udgment  the  more  you  discuss  them  the  better 
you  are  acquainted  with  and  more  competent  to 
vote  upon  them.  We  have  had  an  unusual  lati- 
tude in  debate,  through  the  forbearance  of  our 
Chairman,  which,  in  my  judgment,  has  result- 
ed in  good  to  the  city  of  Boston.  Mi.  M«yor, 
this  is  the  close  of  my  service  in  this  City  Hall;  I 
feel  sad,  although  I  experience  a  sense  of  joy  to 
know,  that  I  am  no  longer  hound  to  come  hei'p'dav 
after  day  as  1  have  for  the  last  four  years.  Yet  I 
feel  pleased  to  know  that  the  duties  are  leit 
upon  the  shoulders  of  men  who  have  been 
elected  here  for  the  coining  year,  whom  we 
can  rely  upon.  In  my  judgment  those  duties  will  be 
well  performed.  This,  sir,  is  the  close  of  the 
fourth  year  oi  my  association  with  this  City  Hall. 
The  present  chairman  has  been  associated  with 
me  the  past  three  years,  and  I  have  found  him  a 
social  companion  and  a  good  man  to  till  the  posi- 
tion of  Alderman;  and  I  rejoice  that  he  has  been 
elected  for  the  year  to  come. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Alderman  Clark  resumed  the  chair  and  said : 

THE  CHAIRMAN'S  ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— The  close 
of  our  official  year  is  at  hand,  and  the  labors  of 
the  City  Council  of  1S74  will  soon  be  at  an  end 
Before  our  final  adjournment,  I  wish  to  acknowl- 


edge and  return  mv  sincere  thanks  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board,yf or  the  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  have  been  accorded  to  me  as  its 
presiding  officer.    ■ 

In  accepting  the  position  to  which  you  kindly 
elected  me,  I  did  so  reluctantly,  distrusting  my 
fitness  for  it;  and  now, '-at  the  close  of  my  term 
of  office,  I  feel  that  whatever  measure  of  success 
has  attended  my  administration- of  its  duties  is 
to  be  credited  to  the  assistance. I  ha.ve  "always  re- 
ceived at  your  hands.  The  forbearance  you  have 
ever  shown  has  made  the  position  one  of  instruc- 
tion and  pleasure.  I  desire  also  to"  express  the 
great  obligations  under  which  I  rest  to  our  faith-. 
ful  City  Clerk  for  his  invaluable  assistance, 
which  has  always  been  so  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully rendered.  Thoroughly  conversant  as 
he  is  with  everything  connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  City  Government,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  hear  witness  to  the  alacrity 
with  which  he  always  responds' to  any  and  every 
call  for  information.  Your  duties^  gentlemen, 
have  been  more  arduous  in  some  respects  than 
those  of  any  of  your  predecessors,  and  I  think  I 
can  truly  say  that  the  interests  of  the  city  have 
not  suffered  at  your  hands.  In  passing  upon  the 
numerous  and  varied  questions  which  come  be- 
fore the  Government  of  a  large  city  like  this,  it  is 
to  be  expected  that  decide:!  differences  of  opinion 
will  be  developed,  and  members  have  done  no 
more  than  their  duty  in  earnestly  advocating  the 
adoption  of  those  measures  winch  they  honestly 
believed  would  result  in  advancing  the  welfare  of 
the  city. 

The  times  have  not  been  favorable  to  the  in- 
auguration of  any  new  enterprises  except  those 
clearly  demandfd  by  the  growth  of  the  city,  and 
it  is  to  the  credit  of  this  Board  that  no  measures 
have  rectived  its  approval  unle-s  thev  could  bear 
the  test  of  full  and  free  discussion.  Many  im- 
portant improvements  which  were  begun  in 
1873  have  been  completed  during  the  past 
year.  The  new  portion  of  Washington  street, 
between  Cornhill  and  Haymarket  square, 
and  the  numerous  streets,  places  and  squares  on 
the  "Burnt  District,"  have  been  paved  and  opened 
to  public  travel.  The  improvement  of  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  by  raising  the  grade  ao  as 
to  secure  proper  drainage,  lias  been  substantially 
completed,  at  compui  ati\  ely  small  expense  to  the 
city,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  those 
who  had  charge  of  the  work.  This  improvement, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  extension 
of  Swett  street  across  South  Bay.  will  encourage 
the  owners  of  the  unoccupied  lands  and 
Hats  in  that  vicinity  to  utilize  their  property,  and 
the  city  will  in  this  way  find  its  compensation  for 
all  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred. 

The  last  and  mo't  important  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  for 
procuring  a  permanent  supply  of  pure  v.  ater  from 
Sudbury  River.  No  question  has  ever  received  a 
more  careful  and  thorough  examination  on  the 
part  of  the  city  authorities  than  this  one, 
and  I  believe  that  the  action  which 
has  been  taken  will  be  fully  justified  by  the  re- 
sults. There  are  many  other  matters  concerning 
the  welfare  of  the  city  which  have  been  acted 
upon  during  the  past  year,  but  I  will  not  occupy 
your  time  by  commenting  upon  them  now. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely,  gentlemen,  for  the 
kind  expression  of  respect  and  esteem  contained 
in  the  resolution  which  \ou  have  adopted,  and  I 
beg  to  assure  you  that  I  fully  reciprocate  them. 

I  await  your  further  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  final  proceed- 
ings were  ordered  to  be  printed  tor  the  use  of  the 
members. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Cutter  the  Board  ad- 
journed sine  die. 
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